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Conference 

Banquets 

Any  banquets  planned  by  individuals  or  groups  during  the  1989  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Conference  session  should  be  scheduled  through  Dr.  Har¬ 
vey  G.  Williamson,  Conference  Secretary,  by  calling  (504)  346-1646  as 
soon  as  possible. 


Epiphany: 
Salvation  for  All! 


In  the  rhythm  of  the  Christian  Year,  January  6  is  Epiphany  day.  The 
Sundays  after  Epiphany  until  the  beginning  of  Lent  are  very  special  days.  The 
word  Epiphany  means  an  “appearing”  or  a  “manifestation.”  It  comes  from 
Titus  2:11-13:  “for  the  grace  of  God  has  appeared  for  the  salvation  of  all  . . . 
awaiting  our  blessed  hope,  the  appearing  of  our  great  God  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ.”  The  season  varies  from  four  to  nine  Sundays  depending  on  the  date  of 
Ash  Wednesday. 

January  6  was  chosen  by  our  fathers  and  mothers  in  the  faith  because  this 
was  the  traditional  celebration  of  the  baptism  of  Jesus  when  the  holy  spirit 
“appeared"  in  the  form  of  a  dove. 

How  we  long  for  an  appearance  of  Goc^  in  a  special  way  in  our  time.  The 
deity  seems  so  distant  to  a  world  wallowing  in  terrorism,  reduced  quality  of 
life,  homeless  street  people,  starving  children,  earthquakes,  endless  violence 
and  conflict. 

Yet,  the  promises  of  God  are  not  empty.  The  Holy  One  has  appeared  in 
Jesus,  is  being  manifest  in  acts  of  peace  and  sacrificial  love,  and  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  worth  of  every  human  life. 

Truly,  God’s  salvation  is  for  all.  God  has  declared  that  I  —  even  I  —  am 
eternally  cared  for.  And  that  is  good  news  for  a  new  year! 


Lafon  Home:  ‘A  New  Approach  to  Living’ 

In  December  of  1984  a  male  resident  was  admitted  into  Lafon  Methodist  Home 
with  a  diagnosis  of  alcoholism  and  various  other  problems.  This  male  was  74  years  of 
age.  He  had  a  history  of  wandering,  loss  of  memory,  dehydration  and  incontinence. 
After  admission,  a  careful  well  thought  care  plan  was  put  in  place  for  the  potential  of 
total  rehabilitation.  After  months  of  therapy,  rehabilitative,  spiritual  and  medical 
treatment,  all  endeavors  were  put  in  place. 

During  this  time  this  resident  had  abandoned  the  home  on  numerous  occasions,  but 
was  immediately  found  because  of  the  tight  security  system  that  was  designed  in  the 
facility.  This  action  could  have  been  taken  as  a  form  of  discouragement  for  the  reha¬ 
bilitative  team  of  professionals  here,  however,  it  was  not.  It  was  looked  upon  as  a 
greater  challenge  than  originally  planned.  Consequently,  more  efforts  and  intensity 
of  the  program  were  again  and  again  put  in  place. 

One  year  later,  in  December  of  1985,  the  first  person  to  meet  the  administrator  at 
the  door  at  7:00  a. m.  one  morning  was  the  same  male  resident  who  expressed  a  thank 
you  for  all  what  the  staff  had  done  for  him.  He  was  without  a  catheter  ;  he  did  not 
need  any  assistance  in  dressing  and  grooming  himself,  and  he  was  now  in  posture  to 
assist  other  residents  in  the  facility. 

This  year  of  1988  in  the  fall  he  went  back  home  as  a  rehabilitated  person  who  is 
now  in  the  mainstream  of  the  community.  He  did  say  one  thing  of  note,  “What  and 
Where  would  I  be  without  Lafon  Methodist  Home?” 

Today,  the  Lafon  Home  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  still  reaching  out  to  all 
the  residents  of  the  facility,  striving  to  give  the  sickly  and  the  elderly  “a  new  ap¬ 
proach  to  living." 

I - Around  the  Conference - 1 
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WELCOME  TO  NEW  ORLEANS  —  Dorothy  Mae  Taylor,  President  of  the  New 
Orleans  City  Council  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  welcomes  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  President  George  H.  Pike  from  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Ms.  Taylor  said  that  the 
council  she  leads  had  declared  a  special  “day”  in  New  Orleans  in  recognition  of  the 
17th  Plenary  of  the  Consultation.  A  participant  in  this  event  was  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
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United  Methodists  Join  in  Aid  for  Armenia 


As  relief  workers  struggle  for  some 
semblance  of  order,  the  total  devastation 
is  still  unknown  from  the  earthquake 
that  struck  the  Soviet/Turkish  border  re¬ 
gion  on  December  7. 

Latest  information  from  news  media, 
UNDRO  (United  Nations  Disaster  Relief 
Organization),  Red  Cross  and  church  au¬ 
thorities  in  Armenia  supports  fear  that 
“as  many  as  80,000  people  may  have  per¬ 
ished,  with  tens  of  thousands  injured  and 
homeless.” 


Many  people  are  left  without  shelter. 
Others  are  without  water,  electricity,  or 
heat.  The  suffering  is  intensified  by  the 
cold  weather.  With  communication 
blacked  out  in  many  areas  an  emergency 
situation  in  full  swing,  it  is  difficult  to 
get  a  quantitative  number  of  casualties. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  sent  a 
team  of  four  people  on  December  10  to 
the  stricken  area,  at  the  invitation  of 
Holy  Etchmiadzine  in  Yerevan,  SSR  Ar¬ 
menia.  The  delegation  will  express  con¬ 


dolences  and  support,  and  begin  to  help 
specify  human  needs. 

On  December  16  UMCOR  assisted 
Church  World  Service  in  sending  a  ship¬ 
ment  of  approximately  $840,000  worth  of 
donated  medical  supplies,  blankets,  and 
tents  to  victims  of  the  Armenia  Earth¬ 
quake.  As  an  initial  grant,  UMCOR  ap¬ 
proved  a  grant  of  $20,000.  UMCOR  has 
also  opened  an  emergency  account 
“USSR  Armenia  Earthquake  250200-8” 


to  enable  United  Methodists  to  respond 
to  this  tragedy  through  our  church.  A  re¬ 
quest  has  been  issued  by  Church  World 
Service  for  one  million  dollars  for  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  Armenia  Earthquake.  United 
Methodists  are  encouraged  to  respond 
through  the  UMCOR  emergency  account 
for  Armenia. 

Call  the  UMCOR  Hot  Line  -  1-800- 
841-1235  for  latest  information  on  the  Ar¬ 
menia  Earthquake. 


Human  Relations  Day  to  be  Observed  Jan.  1 5 


human 

relations 


Human  Relations  Day 
January  15,  1989 

January  15  has  been  chosen  for  Hu¬ 
man  Relations  Day  in  1989.  This  special 
day  has  previously  been  observed  on  the 
last  Sunday  after  Epiphany. 

Human  Relations  Day  supports  the 
work  of  the  Community  Developers  Pro¬ 
gram  with  57  percent  of  the  offering  in 
addition  to  the  United  Methodist  Volun¬ 
tary  Services  Program  which  will  re¬ 
ceive  33  percent  of  the  offering.  Through 


Community  Developers,  ethnic  congre¬ 
gations  develop  needed  services, Mjew 
leadership,  advocacy  and  self-help  pro¬ 
grams.  The  money  for  UMVS  is  to  assist 
a  diverse  network  of  volunteer  commu¬ 
nity  action  groups.  Although  not  general¬ 
ly  based  in  local  churches,  the  groups 
often  work  with  congregations,  annual 
conferences  and  church  agencies  to  help 
communities  confront  racism,  crime, 
poverty  and  injustice.  UMVS  links  the 
groups  together  to  share  ideas,  re¬ 
sources,  training  and  mutual  support. 

There  is  a  new  program  which  is  enti¬ 
tled  the  Youth  Offender  Rehabilitation 
Project.  This  project  replaces  the  Police- 
community  Relations  Program  that  for¬ 
merly  received  5  percent  of  the  offering. 
The  new  program,  however,  will  now  re¬ 
ceive  10  percent  of  the  offering. 

This  new  youth  program  will  work  in 


conjunction  with  United  Methodist 
churches  in  metropolitan  areas  to  im¬ 
prove  the  juvenile  justice  system,  and 
'v4jso  to  establish  and  promote  model  pro¬ 
grams  that  rehabilitate  and  redirect 
young  criminal  offenders. 

St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  is  a  participant  in  the 
Black  Community  Developers  Program. 
“Urban  Partners”  is  an  effort  to  relate 
the  church  more  effectively  to  the  needs 
and  aspirations  of  the  black  community 
and  to  share  with  the  community  the 
work  and  the  presence  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Ronald  Chisom,  a 
United  Methodist  and  a  member  of  Beth¬ 
any  UMC,  is  a  black  community  develop¬ 
er.  The  Human  Relations  Day  offering 
allows  us  to  pay  a  stipend  for  his  work. 
His  work  has  greatly  contributed  to 
Greater  New  Orleans  Urban  Ministries. 


The  following  can  provide  additional 
information  about  the  programs  support¬ 
ed  by  the  Human  Relations  Day  Offer¬ 
ing: 

Community  Developers  Program: 
Ruth  Lawson,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Room  333,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  New  York  10015,  (212) 
870-3812;  United  Methodist  Voluntary 
Services:  Robert  Walton,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  Room  333,  475  Riv¬ 
erside  Drive,  New  York,  New  York 
10115,  (212)  870-3834;  and  Youth  Offender 
Rehabilitation  Project:  Donna  Morton 
Stout,  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety,  100  Maryland  Avenue,  N.E.,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC  20002-5664,  (202)  488-5651. 

“Human  Relations  Day  reminds  us 
that  our  job  is  not  yet  done,”  said  Rev. 
Robert  Walton,  director  of  the  UMVS 
program. 


Advance  Specials  Reach  Out  to  the  World 


In  celebrating  the  fortieth  year  of 
United  Methodism’s  unique  channel  for 
second-mile  giving,  the  Advance,  we  ap¬ 
preciate  the  fact  that  it  provides  over 
2,000  opportunities,  called  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials,  for  reaching  out  in  Christian  love 
to  a  hurting  world.  Much  of  our  world  is 
suffering  because  of  hunger  and  malnu¬ 
trition,  conditions  not  always  due  to  a 
lack  of  natural  resources,  but  rather  to 
the  lack  of  knowledge  in  their  use. 

This  is  where  FISH,  an  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  comes 
in.  Through  Louisiana  Methodist  World 
Hunger  Scholarship,  also  known  as  FISH 
(For  Indiginous  Self  Help),  highly  quali¬ 
fied  scientist/students  from  countries 
which  do  not  produce  enough  food  for 
their  own  people,  come  to  the  U.  S.  to 
pursue  advanced  degrees  in  courses  re¬ 
lated  to  food  production  or  nutrition. 
They  then  return  with  commitments  to 
work  with  their  governments  toward  the 
elimination  of  the  root  causes  of  hunger 
and  malnutrition. 

A  number  of  scientist/students  from  a 
variety  of  countries  have  already  com¬ 
pleted  their  studies  and  gone  home. 
Among  these  is  Dr.  Lukmanur  Bhuiyan, 
who  received  his  Ph.D.  degree  in  Agron¬ 
omy  and  is  now  back  doing  significant 
work  with  the  Rice  Research  Institute  in 
Bangladesh.  Another  person  from  Ban¬ 
gladesh,  Md.  Jalaluddin,  was  featured  in 
a  previous  “FISH  Story”  article. 

Since  Bangladesh  has  been  in  the  news 
so  much  because  of  the  tragic  flooding, 


let  us  again  focus  on  this  country  and  one 
of  its  outstanding  people  —  this  time, 
Mrs.  Rafida  Idris. 

Even  before  entering  the  FISH  Pro¬ 
gram  at  LSU  to  pursue  a  Ph.D.  degree  in 
Food  Science,  Mrs.  Idris’  impressive 
background  in  food  science  and  nutrition 
included  work  as  an  instructor/research¬ 
er  at  the  Institution  of  Nutrition  and 
Food  Science,  University  of  Dhaka,  Ban¬ 
gladesh;  a  master’s  degree  in  Public 
Health  Nutrition  from  the  University  of 
Hawaii;  B.S.  and  M.S.  degrees  in  Bio¬ 
chemistry  from  the  University  of  Dhaka; 
and  an  applied  nutrition  training  diplo¬ 
ma  from  the  National  Institute  of  Nutri¬ 
tion,  Hyderabad,  India.  By  taking  a  leave 
of  absence  from  Dhaka  University, 
where  she  was  teaching  basic  and  ad¬ 
vanced  courses  in  nutrition  at  under¬ 
graduate  and  graduate  levels,  she  is 
enrolled  in  the  FISH  Program. 

It  was  no  accident  that  all  of  this  in¬ 
terest,  study,  and  work  developed.  It  was 
motivated  by  her  extreme  awareness  of 
the  major  natural  problem  of  malnutri¬ 
tion  in  Bangladesh,  combined  with  a  de¬ 
sire  to  do  something  about  it  through  a 
means  relatively  new  in  her  country, 
Food  Science. 

In  her  words,  “People  trained  in  the 
areas  of  foods  and  nutrition  in  our  coun¬ 
try  would  help  develop  food-related  in¬ 
dustries  throughout  the  nation  and  make 
best  use  of  the  available  food  resources. 
As  a  teacher  and  researcher,  my  role 
would  be  to  train  new  food  scientists  and 
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nutritionists  in  my  country  when  I  go 
back  with  my  experience  in  Food  Sci¬ 
ence  from  Louisiana  State  University. 

“My  dissertation  research  here  at  LSU 
deals  with  the  processing  and  storage  of 
marine  fish  and  studying  its  effect  on 
their  nutritional  quality.  In  Bangladesh, 
fish  is  a  major  source  of  protein  in  food. 
There  is  a  need  for  improved  processing 
and  storage  parameters  for  better  utili¬ 
zation  of  our  fisheries.  My  research 
training  is  giving  me  a  very  useful 
knowledge  of  this  perspective.  I  believe 
that  my  Ph.D  research  work  has  a  value 
to  this  practical  application  in  my  coun¬ 
try’s  food  and  nutrition  policies.” 

We  wish  Mrs.  Idris  the  best  in  helping 


her  people  to  overcome  the  problem  of 
malnutrition.  It  is  a  good  feeling  to  know 
that  we  United  Methodists  in  Louisiana 
have  the  opportunity  to  be  a  part  of  such 
a  great  program  as  FISH.  Anyone  wish¬ 
ing  additional  information  may  contact 
its  director.  Dr.  William  H.  Patrick  Jr., 
Department  of  Marine  Sciences,  LSU.  In¬ 
dividuals,  Sunday  school  classes,  or 
churches  may  contribute  financially  by 
sending  gifts  through  the  local  church 
and  Conference  Treasurer.  It  is  also  pos¬ 
sible  to  sponsor  an  inijividual  scientist/ 
student. 

As  with  all  Advance  Specials,  100%  of 
each  gift  goes  to  the  project,  and  no  gift 
is  too  small! 


IN  REMEMBRANCE  —  This  sign  was  given  to  Lisbon  UMC  as  a  memorial  to 
Mr.  Otis  Welch  by  friends  and  relatives.  Mr.  Welch  was  a  long  time  member  of  the 
church  and  held  several  offices  through  the  years. 


Special  Recognition  Awards  were  presented  to  Paula 
McCain,  Diane  Mason,  Judy  Denton,  and  Celia  Slover  of  University  Church,  Lake 
Charles.  The  awards  were  given  at  the  annual  United  Methodist  Women  and  United 
Methodist  Men’s  Christmas  banquet. 


Dr.  Thomas  Matheny,  well  known  lay¬ 
man  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  was  re¬ 
cently  elected  Chairman  of  the  Louisiana 
Mental  Health  Association.  Dr.  Matheny 
is  a  member  of  First  UMC  in  Hammond. 
Rev.  Edward  O.  Pickens  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  members  of  Parker  Memorial 
UMC  in  New  Orleans  held  a  Christmas 
"Sing-a-Long"  December  23.  Family  and 
friends  were  able  to  share  the  joy  of  a 
traditional  Christmas  evening.  Rev.  Mel¬ 
vin  J.  Turnage  is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

The  Sanctuary  Choir  of  First  UMC  in 
Alexandria,  presented  the  Christmas 
portion  of  Handel’s  “MESSIAH”  Sunday 
night,  December  11  in  the  Sanctuary. 
The  60  voice  choir  was  directed  by  Curt 
Olson.  The  choir  was  accompanied  by 
Marie  Durham,  organist,  and  15  member 
chamber  orchestra  from  the  Rapides 
Symphony  Orchestra.  Soloists  were  Jean 
Ivey,  Soprano;  Gail  Roach,  Alto;  Clea- 
mon  Downs,  Tenor;  and  Owen  Brown, 
Bass.  The  Sanctuary  Choir  dedicated  the 
performance  to  the  glory  of  God  and  in 
loving  memory  of  Dr.  Tracy  R.  Arnold. 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  held  its  Fifth  Annual  Live  Nativity 
Program  on  December  20,  21,  and  22  on 
the  hospital  grounds  at  5620  Read  Boule¬ 
vard.  The  community  Christmas  pro¬ 
gram  featured  a  live  re-enactment  of  the 
Nativity  scene  with  Mary,  Joseph,  the 
Christmas  Angel,  shepherds  and  Three 
Wise  Men.  The  costumed  characters  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  replica  of  the  manger  set¬ 
ting,  complete  with  live  animals.  The 


Nativity  program  included  the  narration 
of  Christ’s  birth  as  well  as  Christmas 
music  and  carols  provided  by  a  variety 
of  area  choirs,  including  the  Methodist 
Hospital  Child  Care  Center,  the  Corner¬ 
stone  UMC.  the  Greater  St.  Stephen  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  the  Prince  of  Peace 
Lutheran  Church  and  the  Grace  Luther¬ 
an  Church. 

The  annual  fund  raising  dinner  and 
auction  for  Rayne  UMC’s  Nursery 
School  was  a  great  success.  It  was  held 
at  the  home  of  Julie  and  Dick  Wegman 
on  November  11.  Janet  Cavalier  and  her 
committee  secured  30  interesting  items 
and  services  for  the  auction.  $13,200 
was  raised.  The  nursery  school  plans  to 
use  the  money  to  install  some  shade  on 
the  play  roof.  This  will  benefit  not  only 
the  nursery  school,  but  also  the  Kid’s 
Day  Out  Program.  Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 
is  pastor  at  Rayne. 

*  *  * 

Sunday.  December  11  at  6:00  p.m.  at 
Dolby  Elementary  School,  St.  Luke- 
Simpson  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  hosted  a 
new  program  which  took  the  place  of  the 
Advent  Workshop.  It  reflected  the  spirit 
of  the  Wisemen  as  they  presented  gifts  to 
the  Christ  Child.  The  program  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Cherub  Choir  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Susan  Dunbar;  Joyful  Noise 
Choir,  director  Billie  Sue  Taylor;  Choir 
Chimers,  director  Debbie  Stutes;  and 
Celebration  Ringers,  director  Bob 
Sweeney.  They  present  their  gift  through 
song  to  the  Christ  Child.  Rev.  Thomas  A. 
Dunbar  is  pastor. 


Cokesbury  Satellite  Television  Network  Program  Guide 

Church  Music  Magazine 
Music  for  Lent/Easter 
7:00-8:00  p.m.  CST 

January  17  —  Spacenet  1  Channel  21  (H) 

Lynn  Cheshier  Adelman  is  the  host  for  this  edition  of  Church  Music  Maga¬ 
zine.  The  focus  of  this  program  is  the  Lent /Easter  season  with  special  empha¬ 
sis  on  service  music,  worship  planning  and  worship  resources.  This 
presentation  is  for  all  church  musicians,  choir  directors,  and  worship  leaders. 
Paul’s  Prescription 
6:30-7:30  p.m.  CST 
Wednesday,  Jan.  11,  18,  25 
February  1,  8  —  Spacenet  1  Channel  21  (H) 

The  Bible  Study  for  Christian  Living  series  moves  to  Wednesday  night  with 
this  study  of  Philippians  and  how  it  relates  to  Paul’s  promise  of  an  abundant 
life  in  Jesus  Christ.  This  study  is  designed  for  anyone  interested  in  learning 
more  about  the  Bible.  Viewers  are  encouraged  to  call  in  their  questions  and 
comments  about  the  topic  to  be  answered  on  the  air. 

Creative  Teaching  Series 
Directors  of  Vacation  Bible  School 
12:00-2:00  p.m.  CST 

Saturday,  January  28  —  Spacenet  1  Channel  21  (H) 

Now  every  local  church  can  participate  in  training  for  their  VBS  Directors. 
In  this  live  video  teleconference  participants  will  see  what  VBS  materials  are 
available  and  have  expert  video  conference  presenters  provide  special  help  on: 
planning  your  VBS,  building  enrollment,  promotion  campaigns,  incorporating 
music  and  activities,  recruiting  and  training  teachers,  and  helping  teachers 
with  lesson  planning.  This  series  is  for  Directors  of  Vacation  Bible  School 
programs,  Christian  Educators,  and  others  involved  in  VBS. 

The  next  Creative  Teaching  Workshop:  Teachers  of  Elementary  Children, 
will  be  broadcast  February  12,  5:00-6:00  p.m.  CST. 

Catch  the  Spirit! 

Every  Sunday  morning  on  CSTN 
6:30-7:00  a.m.  CST 
Satcom  3  Channel  12  (H) 

The  Catch  the  Spirit  programs  cover  a  broad  range  of  topics  that  appeal  to 
all  ages.  They  are  also  closed-captioned  for  hearing  impaired  viewers. 
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A  changing  climate  for  evangelizing 


Studying  revitalization  isn’t  enough 


Pontius'  Puddle 


If  you’ve  been  concerned  about  a 
seeming  de-emphasis  on  evangelism,  or 
faith-sharing,  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  following  events  are  grounds 
for  encouragement: 

•  A  newly  created  committee  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  mission  board  met  re¬ 
cently  near  Chicago.  It  drafted  a 
proposal  recommending,  among  other 
things,  that  no  matter  what  else  UM  mis¬ 
sionaries  do,  all  should  be  motivated  and 
trained  to  invite  people  to  follow  Jesus 
Christ  (see  UMR,  Dec.  23). 

•A  retired  bishop  addressed  a  group 
of  United  Methodist  black  community 
developers  meeting  recently  in  Atlanta. 
He  said  the  first  thing  community  devel¬ 
opers  must  do  is  “engage  in  reality  build¬ 
ing”  by  telling  people  they  are  children 
of  God  (see  UMR,  Dec.  23). 

•Awards  named  for  the  late  Harry 
Denman,  a  Methodist  lay  evangelist, 
were  presented  recently  at  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.C.,  to  84  United  Methodists.  The 
awards  were  for  their  efforts  to  witness 
about  their  faith  and  to  inspire  others  to 
do  likewise  (see  UMR,  Dec.  23). 

These  events  have  one  striking  thing 
in  common:  They  point  to  a  changing  cli¬ 
mate  of  expectation  within  our  church 
with  respect  to  proclaiming  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  via  both  words  and  deeds. 

The  action  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  committee  on  mission 
evangelism  is  particularly  noteworthy. 
The  committee’s  recommendations,  if 
adopted  by  the  mission  board  at  its  April 
meeting,  would  be  a  watershed  in  that 
agency’s  recent  history. 

The  recommendation  deals  directly 
with  one  of  the  most  frequently  voiced 
criticisms  of  our  church’s  mission  ef¬ 
forts,  namely,  that  missionaries  often 
are  preoccupied  with  providing  social 
services  and  little  inclined  explicitly  to 
share  the  Gospel. 


A  recent  Gallup  survey  provides  a 
good  basis  for  reflecting  about  how  we 
as  Christians  use  polls  and  how  we  dare 
not  use  them. 

According  to  the  nationwide  survey, 
members  of  religious  groups,  primarily 
Christian  congregations,  give  some  $19 
billion  annually — nearly  half  of  their  to¬ 
tal  benevolent  contributions— to  pro¬ 
grams  that  benefit  the  entire  community 
(see  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

In  addition,  the  study  revealed  that  al¬ 
most  nine  of  10  congregations  sponsor 
human-service  and  welfare  programs 
for  their  communities.  Further,  church 
volunteers  devote  some  51  million  hours 
per  month  to  community  services  repre¬ 
senting  an  estimated  $5  billion  in  value. 

A  Gallup  spokesman  said  the  findings- re¬ 
veal  “how  much  the  organized  neighborli¬ 
ness  of  religious  organizations  means  fo  the 
kind  of  caring  society  we  are.”  He  added 
that  the  survey  shows  the  church’s  commu¬ 
nity  activities  to  be  “a  shining  example  of 
faith  in  action  on  a  broad  national  scale.” 

We  agree,  at  least  in  part.  The  survey 
confirms  what  we  would  have  hoped: 
that  churches  tend  to  be  good  neighbors 
in  their  communities. 

But  isn’t  that  what  one  would  expect 
of  people  for  whom  the  teaching  of  Mat¬ 
thew  25:40  is  a  basic  part  of  their  spiritu¬ 
al  and  moral  marching  orders? 

", . .  as  you  did  it  to  one  of  the  least  of 
these  . . .  you  did  it  to  me.” 

We  as  Christians  can  take  justifiable 


The  words  of  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 
to  the  Atlanta  gathering  reflect  a  similar 
emphasis:  Efforts  to  meet  people’s  phys¬ 
ical  needs  are  incomplete  without  con¬ 
cern  for  their  spiritual  outlook  and 
well-being. 

Similarly,  the  presentation  of  84  Den¬ 
man  Awards  is  a  fitting  reminder  that 
faith-sharing  is  a  central  part  of  our 
identity  and  calling  as  Christians. 

As  encouraging  as  such  events  may  be, 
however,  we  shouldn’t  overestimate 
their  impact  on  the  total  denomination. 
Evangelistic  outreach  hasn’t  been  de-em- 
phasized  only  at  United  Methodism’s  na¬ 
tional  church  level.  That  is  a  churchwide 
phenomenon.  It  extends  to  a  majority  of 
local  congregations.  It  likewise  can  be 
observed  in  the  programs  and  priorities 
of  most  districts  and  annual  conferences. 
For  this  trend  effectively  to  be  reversed, 
a  place  for  evangelism  at  the  center  of 
church  life  will  need  to  be  re-established 
at  every  level  of  our  church. 

Experience  shows  this  lesson  to  be 
certain:  A  community  of  faith  can  realis¬ 
tically  be  expected  to  expand  only  when 
intentional  efforts  are' made  to  share  the 
faith  in  which  that  community  is  rooted. 

A  logical  corollary:  An  essential  ingre¬ 
dient  in  the  nurture  and  training  of 
church  members  is  instruction  about 
how  to  share  our  faith  with  others. 

If  United  Methodism  is  to  maintain  a 
credible  witness  to  and  among  future 
generations,  more  than  a  few  “encourag¬ 
ing  signs”  at  the  national  church  level 
will  need  to  reflect  these  lessons. 

Questions:  What  signs,  if  any,  are  there 
in  your  congregation,  district  and  annual 
conference  that  a  new  “climate  of  expec¬ 
tation”  exists  regarding  evangelism? 

What  would  need  to  happen  for  evan¬ 
gelism  to  occupy  a  central  place  at  each 
level  of  the  church’s  life? 

What  are  you  willing  to  do  to  make 
that  happen? 


pride  in  the  many  tangible,  measurable 
ways  we  respond  to  that  mandate. 

However,  humility  and  a  healthy  sense 
of  reality  should  keep  us  from  becoming 
smug  about  our  outreach  efforts. 

In  humility,  we  should  acknowledge 
that  the  average  member’s  giving  to 
God’s  work  through  the  church  is  a  pit¬ 
tance— typically  less  than  3  percent  of  in- 
clome.  The  billions  provided  for 
community  services  are  a  fraction  of 
what  could  be  done  if  more  Christians 
were  more  generous  supporters  of  the 
church’s  Matthew  25  mandate. 

Much  remains  to  be  done  in  our  world 
of  vast  unmet  human  need.  Current  out¬ 
reach  efforts  are  a  drop  in  the  bucket 
compared  with  that  need.  Matthew  25  is  a 
reminder  that  our  task  is  unfinished  as 
long  as  any  of  God’s  children  are  without 
food,  shelter  or  clothing. 

Furthermore,  efforts  to  meet  such 
physical  needs  are  an  important  part, 
but  only  a  part,  of  our  mandate  as  Chris¬ 
tians.  Caring  for  the  spiritual  well-being 
of  others  should  also  be  treated  as  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  of  our  “community  service.” 
We  are  less  than  faithful  proponents  of 
the  Gospel  if  we  ignore  either  the  physi¬ 
cal  or  spiritual  dimensions  of  life. 

How  does  your  congregation  compare 
as  a  “good  neighbor”  in  your  community 
with  the  Gallup  survey  findings?  How  ad¬ 
equate  is  it  as  a  reflection  of  Matthew  25? 
What,  if  anything,  can  and  should  be  done 
to  broaden  and  deepen  that  response? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  much  appreciate  your  Dec.  2  editori¬ 
al  concerning  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
proposed  "renewal”  plans.  And  certainly 
I  agree  that  "study"  is  not  enough! 

Yet  I  wince  a  little  when  study  is  criti¬ 
cized  because,  among  other  things,  that 
is  what  I  am  supposed  to  claim  to  know 
how  to  do. 

Much  more  so  do  I  wince  because  I  am 
not  at  all  sure  we  know  yet  exactly 
what’s  wrong  with  United  Methodism, 
and  mainline  churches  in  general,  to¬ 
day-other  than  in  the  very  broadest  of 
general  terms. 

Further,  I  don’t  believe  we  even  fully 
know  why  we  were  once  successful.  Pos¬ 
sibly  we  don’t  even  understand  what 
terms  like  "success”  or  “failure”  may 
mean  from  an  eternal  point  of  view? 

Your  editorial  suggests  that  the  renewal 
plans  have  taken  a  “wrong”  turn.  I  hope 
you  are  wrong,  but  I  fear  you  are  right. 

The  way  this  proposal  has  been  struc¬ 
tured  so  far,  I  question  its  motive  and 
can’t  help  doubt  its  results.  Still,  I  think 
"study”  could  be  useful!  That’s  because  I 
really  do  doubt  that  we  fully  understand 
what  is  wrong. 

A  better  way  would  be  to  contact  the 
colleges,  universities  and  seminaries, 
and  try  to  encourage  a  Ph.D.  degree  can¬ 
didate,  particularly  in  the  liberal  arts  or 
humanities,  to  include  a  paragraph  or 
chapter  in  a  dissertation— or  even  do  a 
whole  thesis— on  the  topic,  "What  is 
wrong  with  the  mainline  churches?” 

I  think  we  might  be  surprised  at  the 
answers. 

K.E.  Knipmeyr 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Revitalization  can’t  wait 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  2  editorial  on  the  bishops’  em¬ 
phasis,  “Vital  Congregations— Faithful 
Disciples”  offers  some  important  sugges¬ 
tions  for  motivating  our  church  to  become 
involved  in  revitalization  ministries. 

Last  quadrennium  three  sections  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  invest¬ 
ed  a  great  deal  of  time  and  effort  in  ad¬ 
dressing  this  concern.  Let’s  hope  that  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  will  do  the 
same  if  it  picks  up  the  work  of  the  bish¬ 
ops’  committee  on  church  growth. 


By  DARRELL  D.  ENGLISH 
A  bit  of  poetry,  titled  “Do  Not  Stand  at 
My  Grave  and  Weep,”  seems  to  be  one  of 
the  most  popular  pieces  advice  colum¬ 
nist  Dear  Abby  runs. 

While  it  is  very  charming,  enticing  and 
seductive,  it  runs  counter  to  our  biblical 
understandings.  Let’s  take  a  second  look 
and  label  it  for  what  it  is:  unmitigated 
pantheism. 

Do  not  stand  at  my  grave  and  weep; 

I  am  not  there.  I  do  not  sleep. 

I  am  a  thousand  winds  that  blow. 

I  am  the  diamond  glint  on  snow. 

I  am  the  sunlight  on  ripened  grain; 
l  am  the  gentle  autumn  rain. 

When  you  awaken  in  the  morning’s 
hush. 

I  am  the  swift  uplifting  rush 
Of  quiet  birds  in  circled  flight. 

1  am  the  soft  star  that  shines  at  night. 
Do  not  stand  at  my  grave  and  cry. 

I  am  not  there.  I  did  not  die. 


Ours  is  a  large  denomination,  and  it 
takes  a  long  time  to  put  a  plan  of  action 
into  operation,  but  it  is  doubtful  that  we 
can  wait  two,  three  or  four  years  before 
we  begin  to  address  the  matter  of  revi¬ 
talization  seriously. 

Fritz  Mutti 
Marshall,  Missouri 

Questions  need  answers 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reference  to  the  editorial 
about  the  bishops’  renewal  plans  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  2). 

Maybe  to  revitalize  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  you  need  to  get  input  from 
people  outside  the  church  establishment. 
They,  after  all,  would  be  the  new  mem¬ 
bers  that  might  be  induced  in. 

You  can  easily  get  the  impression  that 
the  big  denominations  are  so  concerned 
with  internal  politics  and  organization 
that  they  never  get  around  to  investigat¬ 
ing  the  ideas  that  are  being  disseminated. 

Those  of  us  who  grew  up  in  Methodism 
(or  a  similar  denomination)  and  left  did 
so  because  we  didn’t  feel  it  was  answer¬ 
ing  our  “big  questions”  about  the  nature 
of  the  universe,  man’s  place  in  it,  the 
reasons  for  the  inequities  of  condition  in 
which  different  people  find  themselves, 
etc.,  etc. 

These  questions  come  along  at  ages  12  to 
16.  You  keep  thinking  that  when  you  get  a 
little  older,  they’ll  give  you  the  full  answers 
instead  of  the  child’s  answers  you  got  when 
young.  But  these  answers  never  come. 


Such  may  be  touching,  soothing,  capti¬ 
vating.  From  the 
perspective  of  our 
biblical  faith,  it  is 
also  heresy,  blasphe¬ 
my,  pantheism. 

Pantheism  holds 
that  everything  is 
God  and  God  is  ev¬ 
erything.  There  is  no 
distinction  between  Darrell  English 
creator  and  creation.  Neither  defenders 
nor  detractors  of  our  biblical  faith  have 
ever  presented  us  as  pantheists. 

Loved  one  isn’t  among  us 

"Do  not  stand  at  my  grave  and  weep.” 

Our  faith  says,  “Do  stand  at  the  grave 
and  weep.”  True,  your  loved  one  is  not 
there,  but  neither  is  he  anymore  among 
us.  And,  true,  I  do  not  sleep.  I  am  dead. 

Do  weep.  Jesus  did  so  at  the  grave  of 
his  friend,  Lazarus  (John  11:35).  Our 
tears  are  for  ourselves,  our  loss,  our 


If  religion  is  to  stand  in  society  as  any 
authority,  it  must  first  of  all  deal  with  all 
the  facts  and  just  not  be  a  purveyor  of  old 
ideas  offered  on  an  authoritarian  basis. 

You  can’t  get  these  facts  on  the  above 
subjects  through  conventional  religious 
organizations.  You  have  to  do  indepen¬ 
dent  reading  or  get  with  groups  promot¬ 
ing  the  study  of  comparative  religion 
and  philosophy  and  their  relations  to  sci¬ 
ence,  etc. 

Until  the  churches  deal  with  the  im¬ 
portant  questions  of  the  world,  they  can¬ 
not  be  regarded  as  intellectually 
respectable,  and  people  are  going  to  drift 
off  into  scientific  atheism,  cults  and  oth¬ 
er  alternatives. 

People  want  something,  but  they’re 
not  finding  it  in  the  organizations  we 
have  today. 

Loren  Jacobson 
Littleton,  Colorado 

Thanks  for  tribute 

To  the  Editor: 

Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  column,  headlined 
“Learnings  from  a  good  mentor,”  re¬ 
flected  a  beautiful  character  statement 
of  the  man  who  was  for  me  “Mr.  Texas 
Methodist”  (see  UMR,  Dec.  23). 

Like  Mr.  Dunnam,  I  had  the  rare  honor 
to  work  with  Carl  Keightley  when  I  was 
in  seminary.  Like  Mr.  Dunnam,  I  learned 
from  his  immense  gifts  and  graces.  Like 
Mr.  Dunnam,  I  share,  as  do  so  many  oth¬ 
ers  I  am  certain,  the  pain  of  his  passing. 

Thanks  for  the  tribute  to  Carl.  Thanks 


pain,  all  those  unresolved  items  that  we 
mortals  never  quite  get  taken  care  of  in 
our  earthly  journey. 

Do  weep  for  your  own  grief  but  not  for 
the  departed  one.  Our  tradition  says  that 
one  is  beyond  this  land  of  death,  mourning, 
crying,  pain  (Revelation  21:4)  and  that  one 
is  not  separated  from  the  love  of  God  (Ro¬ 
mans  8:39)  though  separated  from  us. 

“I  am  winds  . . .  snow  . . .  rain." 

If  that  were  true,  then  our  biblical 
faith  is  mistaken.  From  our  perspective 
we  are  not  re-absorbed  into  everything, 
and  any  supposedly  immortal  soul  is  not 
re-absorbed  into  everything,  and  any 
supposedly  immortal  soul  is  not  re-ab- 
sorbed  into  nothingness  (Nirvana). 

I  am  not  “winds  . . .  snow.”  Our  tradi¬ 
tion  claims  I  am  garbed  in  a  new  spiritu¬ 
al  body  (1  Corinthians  15:44). 

If  I  am  re-absorbed  into  everything, 
then  I’m  not  only  “gentle  autumn  rain” 
but  also  violent  autumn  hurricanes,  mur¬ 
derous  floods  and  cancer  cells. 


for  the  memorial  that  has  already  been 
built  in  his  honor,  a  thoroughly  respect¬ 
able  journalistic  effort  that  carries  the 
banner  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
That  was  a  dream  of  Carl’s.  The  Report¬ 
er  has  been  able  to  fulfill  it. 

Jerry  D.  Elrod 
Tucson,  Arizona 

Racism  is  satanic 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  2  article  on  the  racist  vandal¬ 
ism  of  a  black  church  in  South  Carolina 
reveals  a  deeply  disturbing  situation. 

What  is  most  sinister  is  that  the  phrase 
"Satan  reigns”  was  included  along  with 
the  racial  slurs  and  that  “KKK”  and  “un¬ 
godly  items”  were  strewn  about. 

My  reaction  to  all  that  can  be  found  in 
Daniel  7:14  and  Revelation  5:9.  All  peoples 
are  to  be  under  God’s  dominion  and  serve 
Him,  and  that  certainly  includes  blacks 
and  other  non-whites  as  well  as  whites. 

In  a  TV  broadcast  in  March  1983,  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  as  controversial  as 
he  is,  warned  that  “God  will  not  dis¬ 
criminate”  in  choosing  His  servants! 

So  racism  has  led  to  satanic  deeds! 
Need  I  remind  anyone  that  the  same 
thing  happened  in  Germany  from  1933- 
1945,  only  on  a  much  larger  scale? 

William  R.  Brown 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


thing  that  could  happen. 

“I  am  not  there.  I  did  not  die." 

True,  I  am  not  there.  But  my  “temple” 
is  there,  that  through  which  I  knew  me 
and  others  knew  me.  And  I  did  die.  If 
there  is  no  death,  there  can  be  no  resur¬ 
rection  from  the  dead. 

We  can’t  deny  death 

Denial— even  in  a  most  poetic  and  pi¬ 
ously  charming  form— is  still  denial.  We 
do  die.  The  Scriptures  and  church’s 
creeds  affirm  that  even  our  Lord  was 
“crucified,  dead  and  buried.” 

Both  Holy  Writ  and  the  modern  per¬ 
sonality  studies  reveal  how  skilled  we 
are  at  denying  the  painful  fact  of  death. 
But  our  faith  stares  death  squarely  in  the 
face  as  our  “last  enemy”  (1  Corinthians 
15:26)  and  exults  that  our  victory  is  on 
the  other  side  of  and  through— not  in  de¬ 
nial  of— death. 

“Do  not  . . .”  may  be  winsome  and 
charming,  but  whatever  it  is,  it  is  not  our 
biblical  faith. 


Meeting  physical  and  spiritual  needs 


Here  I  Stand 

We  shouldn’t  muddle  understandings  of  death 


My  Witness 

I’m  excited  about  joining  mission  team 


By  GLENN  S.  FULLER 
I’m  elated.  My  wife  and  I  are  candi¬ 
dates  to  be  missionaries  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min- 
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istries  when  I  become  65  early  in  1989. 

It’s  like  "going  home.”  I  was  bom  in 
Tientsin,  China,  of  Methodist  missionary 
parents  in  1924,  served  in  Bombay,  India, 
as  a  short-term  missionary  from  1949  to 
1952,  and  was  a  pastor  of  Seoul  Union 
Church  in  Korea  from  1970  to  1973.  There 
half  the  members  of  my  congregation 
were  missionaries  from  all  denominations. 

Why  do  I  want  to  be  a  missionary  upon 
retirement? 

I  see  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  as  one  of  the  most  significant 
agencies  of  God’s  healing  work  in  the 
world.  Nine  thousand  projects  in  110  na¬ 
tions  with  a  budget  of  $104  million— that 
is  a  marvelous  record  for  any  church  or 
philanthropic  movement. 

I  feel  honored  to  be  a  part  of  such  a 
healing  team.  The  board  is  under  great 
criticism  today,  but  I  consider  it  one  of 
God’s  finest  vessels  of  healing,  justice 
and  shalom  in  the  world. 

Professionalism,  care  balanced 

Its  selection  process  balances  profes¬ 
sionalism  and  personal  care.  It’s  not  easy 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“I  will  give  thanks  to  the  Lord 
with  my  whole  heart;  I  will  tell  of  all 
thy  wonderful  deeds.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Genesis  9:14-15) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  8 
Monday:  Psalms  29 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  61:1-4 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  61:5-11 
Thursday:  Luke  3:1-6 
Friday:  Luke  3:15-17,21-22 
Saturday:  Acts  8:1-13 
Sunday:  Acts  8:14-17 


to  become  a  missionary.  An  applicant  first 
expresses  interest  to  the  board  and  writes 
for  an  application.  The  application  is  eight 
pages  long,  takes  many  hours  to  complete 
and  requests  several  references. 

If  the  Missionary  Personnel  Department 
approves  the  application,  the  applicant  is 
invited  to  a  weeklong  orientation.  Our 
“Missionary  Orientation”  included  35  appli¬ 
cants  and  12  staff  members.  It  proved  to  be 
a  very  inspiring  week  of  spiritual  growth, 
intellectual  stimulus,  Christian  community 
and  personal  self -searching. 

There  was  genuine  concern  for  every  ap¬ 
plicant,  a  time  for  sharing  and  celebrating 
each’s  spiritual  journey.  There  was  also  a 
balance  of  the  theological  and  practical. 

We  begun  each  day  of  our  orientation 
with  meaningful  Bible  studies  on  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Luke  and  had  a  fascinating  morning 
with  Bishop  Dale  White  (New  York  Area) 
on  the  “Theology  of  Mission.” 

On  the  Wednesday,  we  visited  four  so¬ 
cial-service  centers  in  the  Chicago  area. 
One  was  the  Marcy  Newberry  Center, 
where  500  infants,  children  and  youths 
are  involved  in  a  total  social  program 
from  day  care  to  vocational  guidance. 

The  board  balances  spirituality  and  so¬ 
cial  justice.  Without  social  justice,  spiritual¬ 
ity  becomes  a  Gnostic  heresy  and  is 
self-centered.  But  without  spirituality,  so¬ 
cial  justice  becomes  a  Pelagian  heresy  and 
turns  to  cynicism,  violence  or  bums  outs. 

John  Wesley  said,  “There  is  no  holiness 
unless  it  be  social  holiness.”  So,  whether 
we  work  for  reconciliation  in  Ireland,  for 
justice  on  the  West  Bank  of  the  Jordon 
River,  for  divestiture  in  South  Africa, 
against  the  contras  rebels  in  Nicaragua, 
social  holiness  is  our  God-given  call. 

As  Christians,  our  call  is  first  to  love 
people,  and  that  leads  to  evangelism; 
evangelism  leads  to  ministry  to  the 
whole  person,  and  thus  we  have  our 
great  institutions  of  medicine,  learning, 
agriculture  and  social  service. 

Involvement  with  these  institutions 
leads  us  to  the  root  causes  of  poverty,  vi¬ 
olence,  drugs,  war,  prejudice,  and  op¬ 
pression.  That  then  leads  our  board 
inevitably  to  a  role  of  advocacy  and  so¬ 


cial  action,  a  prophetic  role,  which 
though  controversial  to  some,  comes  out 
of  the  biblical  imperative. 

Church  shows  new  awareness 

After  40  years  in  the  ministry,  I  sense  a 
new  spiritual  awareness  across  the 
church.  I  felt  it  very  strongly  at  the  March 
1987  convocation  on  global  ministries. 
There  4,000  mission-oriented  United  Meth¬ 
odists.  sought  the  guidance  of  God,  the 
timing  of  God  and  the  love  of  God  to  deal 
with  political,  economic  and  social  issues 
under  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Finally,  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
expresses  a  beautiful  balance  between 
giving  and  receiving. 

Today  the  mission  board  includes  1,496 
missionaries  and  103  missioners.  The 
missioners  come  to  the  United  States 
from  Africa,  Asia  and  Latin  America. 

A  generation  ago,  E.  Stanley  Jones 
stated  that  he  spent  six  months  each  in 
India  and  in  North  America  because  they 
equally  needed  the  Gospel  and  they  had 
so  much  to  offer  each  other. 

Today,  the  Third  World  church  and 
theologians  speak  for  themselves,  and 
over  and  over  again  they  are  offering 
saving  Good  News  to  a  consumer-orient¬ 
ed,  addictive,  military-oriented,  yet  spir¬ 
itually  hungry  American  people. 

What  are  some  of  these  spiritual  gifts? 
The  Native  American  offers  ecological 
understanding;  India  offers  spirituality; 
Latin  America  offers  theologies  of  who- 
lism  and  liberation;  Asia  offers  a  new  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  cross  from  the 
experience  of  suffering  and  hope;  Africa 
offers  an  expectancy  of  the  gifts  and 
fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

So  “East  and  West,”  “colorful  and  col¬ 
orless,”  the  “older  church  and  the  youn¬ 
ger  church,”  the  “First  World  and  the 
Third”  offer  tremendous  human,  techolo- 
gical,  financial  and  spiritual  resources  to 
one  another  to  equip  and  build  up  the 
body  of  Christ  for  its  ministry  under  God 
to  the  world. 

The  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Fuller  is  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Palo 
Alto,  Calif.  (Califomia-Nevada  Annual 
Conference ). 


We  maintain  our  identity 

Our  faith  claims  we  are  not  re-ab¬ 
sorbed  into  everything.  We  still  maintain 
an  identity,  self-awareness,  other-aware¬ 
ness. 

When  our  tradition  speaks  of  the  after¬ 
life,  we  cannot  conceive  of  a  personal 
recognition  apart  from  a  body.  A  person 
without  a  body  is  a  nobody!  And  so  we 
speak  of  a  "resurrection  of  the  body.”  To 
the  Eastern— and  Western  idealistic- 
viewpoints,  that  is  the  worst  possible 


" Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Darrell  D.  En¬ 
glish  is  pastor  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Antioch,  111.  (Northern  Illinois 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here 
I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 

Faculty  Openings 

Tenure  track  positions  are  open  in  the  following  fields: 

•  New  Testament 

•  History  of  Religions  (East  Asian  specialization  preferred) 

•  World  Christianity  (Ecumenics  and  Missions) 

•  Systematic  Theology 

•  Christian  Education 
Ph.D.  degree  or  equivalent  and  demonstrated  competency  in  teaching  and 

scholarship  required.  Women  and  ethnic  minority  persons  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Date 
of  appointment,  rank  and  salary  negotiable.  Deadline  for  applications,  1  March  1989. 
Write  to  the  Office  of  the  Dean,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  Texas  75275-0133 
and  enclose  C.V.  SMU  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity /Title  IX  employer. 


Covenant  Discipleship 
Regional  Meetings 

The  Early  Methodist  Class  Meeting 


February  10-11. 1989  —  Denver,  CO  April  14-15, 1989  —  Houston,  TX 

February  17-18, 1989  —  Covina,  CA  April  21-22, 1989  —  Oxford,  MS 

(Los  Angeles  Area) 

March  10-11. 1989  —  Columbia,  MO  May  12-13, 1989  —  NE  Jurisdiction 

Featuring:  David  Lowes  Watson,  Covenant  Discipleship, 

General  Board  of  Discipleship 

Justo  Gonzalez,  author,  historian, 
editor  of  “Apuntes” 

Topics:  “The  Nature  and  Purpose  of  Covenant  Discipleship” 

“Covenant  Discipleship  Groups  in  the  Local  Congregation” 

Registration  information:  Rev.  Phyllis  Tyler-Wayman, 

General  Board  of  Discipleship, 

Box  840, 

Nashville,  TN  37202-0840. 

Telephone  (615)340-7010. 
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Faith  as  a  factor  in  Congress 

73  United  Methodists  make  up  second-largest  contingent 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  filled  73  of  the  535 
seats  in  the  House  and  Senate  when  the 
101st  Congress  convened  this  week. 

The  United  Methodist  contingent— 12 
senators  and  61  representatives— is  the 
second  largest  of  the  22  faith  groups  repre¬ 
sented  among  the  members  of  Congress, 
according  to  a  tally  by  Americans  United 
for  Separation  of  Church  and  State. 

The  United  Methodist  group  comprises 
39  Democratic  representatives,  22  Repub¬ 
lican  representatives,  nine  Democratic 
senators  and  three  Republican  senators. 

One  of  those  is  Rep.  Jim  Wright,  D-Tex- 
as,  speaker  of  the  House.  He  stands  third 
in  line  of  succession  to  the  presidency. 

Faith  influences  some  votes 

Religious  affiliation  is  considered  a 
good  predictor  of  how  a  congressional  rep¬ 
resentative  will  vote  on  such  issues  as 
school  prayer,  aid  to  church  schools  and 
abortion,  said  Albert  J.  Menendez,  former 
research  director  for  Americans  United 
for  Separation  of  Church  and  State,  a 
Washington-based  advocacy  group. 

On  other  issues,  however,  religious  af¬ 
filiation  is  only  a  moderate  voting  pre¬ 
dictor,  said  Mr.  Menendez,  a  longtime 
monitor  of  faith  factors  in  Congress. 

United  Methodists  have  accounted  for 
the  second  largest  number  of  federal  leg¬ 
islators  since  at  least  1983.  But  the  UM 
count  in  the  new  Congress  is  two  less 
than  in  the  100th. 

Total  “Methodist”  strength  in  the  101st 


“Candidates  are 
being  elected  in  areas 
where  previously  voters 
would  have  held  a 
hostile  view  of  their 
religious  affiliation.” 

— Albert  Menendez 


Congress  stands  at  75,  also  two  less  than 
in  the  previous  Congress.  That  number 
includes  a  member  of  the  Free  Methodist 
Church  and  one  from  the  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Zion  Church. 

Roman  Catholics,  with  139  members, 
continue  to  constitute  the  largest  faith 
group  in  101st  Congress,  as  they  have  for 
the  past  three  congressional  sessions. 
But  for  the  second  straight  session,  the 
Roman  Catholic  count  has  slipped  slight¬ 
ly.  The  current  total  is  two  less  than  in 
the  100th  Congress. 

Episcopalians  still  hold  the  third  place 
in  the  overall  tally  with  63,  a  gain  of 
three  from  the  previous  Congress. 

But  in  the  Senate,  Episcopalians  fill 
the  most  seats.  Twenty  of  the  100  sena¬ 
tors  belong  to  that  denomination.  Roman 
Catholics  place  second  with  19.  Those 
numbers  match  the  totals  in  the  100th 
Congress. 


Baptists  move  into  fourth  place  in  the 
new  congressional  census  with  55,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  one  from  the  count  in  the  100th 
Congress. 

Presbyterians  drop  to  fifth  with  53,  a 
loss  of  three. 

The  39  Jewish  members,  up  two  from 
the  100th  Congress,  set  a  record  high  for 
that  group. 

Lutherans  number  25,  up  two  from  the 
100  th  Congress. 

Members  who  call  themselves  “Prot¬ 
estant”  without  specifying  any  denomi¬ 
nation  have  increased  from  22  to  23. 

UCC  numbers  at  all-time  low 

The  number  of  legislators  belonging  to 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  falls  to  13,  a 
loss  of  three  from  the  100th  Congress. 
That’s  an  all-time  low  for  that  group,  Mr. 
Menendez  noted.  Nearly  30  United 
Church  of  Christ  members  occupied  con¬ 
gressional  seats  dueing  the  1960s. 

Other  faith  groups  with  members  in  the 
101st  Congress  include  Mormons  (11),  Uni¬ 
tarians  (10)  and  Eastern  Orthodox  Chris¬ 
tians  (seven).  Those  numbers  haven’t 
changed  from  the  previous  Congress. 

Eighteen  members  belong  to  10  other 
denominations. 

Five  legislators  report  no  religious  af¬ 
filiation,  up  one  from  the  100th  Congress. 

(The  numbers  total  only  534.  That’s  be¬ 
cause  the  seat  of  Rep.  Dan  Coats,  R-Ind., 
a  Baptist,  was  vacated  after  he  replaced 
Vice  President-elect  Dan  Quayle  in  the 
Senate.) 


"If  religious  affiliations  matter,  then 
there  are  signs  the  electorate  is  becom¬ 
ing  more  tolerant  of  diversity,”  Mr.  Me¬ 
nendez  said.  “Candidates  are  being 
elected  in  areas  where  previously  voters 
would  have  held  a  hostile  view  of  their 
religious  affiliation. 

More  tolerance  noted 

"The  newly  elected  member  from  Mis¬ 
sissippi’s  5th  Congressional  District,  for 
example,  is  a  Catholic  Republican,  Larkin 
Smith.  He’s  been  elected  from  a  state  that 
traditionally  has  been  hostile  toward  Cath¬ 
olics  and  reluctant  to  elect  them.” 

Still,  delegations  from  some  areas  re¬ 
flect  the  traditional  religious  character  of 
their  states.  All  five  members  of  the  Utah 
delegation,  for  example,  are  Mormons.  Six 
of  the  nine  Kentuckians  are  Baptists. 

But  in  Texas  and  Louisiana— where 
Roman  Catholics  and  Southern  Baptists 
are  the  largest  religious  groups— United 
Methodist  fill  most  of  the  congressional 
seats.  Thirteen  of  the  27  members  of  the 
Texas  delegation  are  United  Methodists. 
Four  of  eight  Louisiana  House  members 
belong  to  the  UMC. 

Three  members  of  101st  Congress  are 
clerics:  Sen.  John  C.  Danforth,  R-Mo.,  an 
Episcopal  priest;  Rep.  William  H.  Gray 
IH,  D-Pa.,  a  Baptist  minister;  and  Rep. 
Floyd  Flake,  D-N.Y.,  an  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church  minister.  That’s  the 
same  number  as  in  the  100th  Congress. 

Religious  News  Service  provided  infor¬ 
mation  for  this  story. 


Youngest  bishops  can  serve  into  2 1st  century 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

About  a  third  of  the  17  new  United 
Methodist  bishops  who  entered  their  first 
full  calendar  year  in  office  Jan.  1  are  eli¬ 
gible  to  serve  at  least  16  years— or  four 
years  into  the  21st  century. 

In  something  of  a  “youth  movement,” 
delegates  to  the  denomination’s  five  ju-* 
risdictional  conferences  in  the  United 
States  elected  15  bishops  in  mid-July. 

In  August,  the  African  Central  Confer¬ 
ences  elected  two  more,  including  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  youngest. 

Each  jurisdictional  election  process 
took  on  a  character  of  its  own. 

•  The  Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  chose  its  first  female  bishop  in  a 


stunning  election  that  echoed  of  the  bibli¬ 
cal  account  of  young  David’s  anointing. 

The  Rev.  Susan  M.  Morrison,  45,  coun¬ 
cil  director  of  the  Baltimore  conference 
and  not  a  nominee  of  any  conference  or 
special-interest  group,  did  not  receive 
her  first  vote  until  the  sixth  ballot.  Yet 
she  went  on  to  win  election  on  the  18th 
ballot.  She  was  assigned  to  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Area. 

•  The  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  picked  three  bishops,  all  in  their 
early  50s  and  eligible  to  serve  until  2004. 

The  new  bishops  are  the  Rev.  Dan  E. 
Solomon,  51,  former  senior  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas,  assigned  to  the  Oklahoma 
Area;  the  Rev.  Bruce  P.  Blake,  50,  for¬ 


mer  president  of  Southwestern  College 
in  Winfield,  Kan.,  assigned  to  the  Dallas 
Area;  and  the  Rev.  William  B.  Oden,  52, 
former  senior  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Enid,  Okla.,  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Louisiana  Area. 

•In  the  Western  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference,  after  a  38-ballot  marathon,  the 
Rev.  William  W.  Dew,  pastor  of  San  Ra¬ 
mon  Valley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alamo,  Calif.,  was  elected  and  assigned 
to  the  Portland,  Ore.,  Area. 

•  The  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  broke  at  least  two  churchwide 
records  by  electing  seven  bishops,  in¬ 
cluding  three  on  the  first  ballot. 

Elected  on  the  first  ballot  were  the 
Rev.  Thomas  B.  Stockton,  57,  senior  pas- 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.— Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  (right),  resident  bishop  of  the  San  Antonio  Area  and  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  welcomes  United  Methodism’s  two  newest  bishops  to  their  first  council  meeting  in 
November.  Bishop  Moises  Domingos  Fernandes  (left)  serves  Angola,  and  Bishop  Joao  Somane  Machado  (center) 
serves  Mozambique.  They  were  elected  by  the  Africa  Central  Conference  in  August,  about  a  month  after  15  new 
bishops  were  elected  in  the  five  U.S.  jurisdictions. 


tor  of  Wesley  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  High  Point,  N.C.,  assigned 
to  the  Richmond,  Va.,  Area;  the  Rev.  H. 
Hasbrouck  Hughes  Jr.,  58,  senior  pastor 
of  Reveille  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  assigned  to  the  Florida 
Area;  and  the  Rev.  Richard  C.  Looney, 
54,  senior  pastor  of  Church  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  as¬ 
signed  to  the  South  Georgia  Area. 

Following  the  first-ballot  elections,  ju¬ 
risdictional  conference  delegates  began 
electing  bishops  in  a  more  traditional 
manner— one  at  a  time. 

On  the  sixth  ballot  they  chose  the  Rev. 
Robert  H.  Spain,  62,  senior  pastor  of 
Brentwood  (Tenn.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  assigned  to  the  Louisville,  Ky., 
Area;  and,  on  the  12th  ballot,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  B.  Bethea,  55,  superintendent  of 
the  Raleigh  District  of  the  North  Caroli¬ 
na  conference,  assigned  to  the  Columbia, 
S.C.,  Area. 

On  the  15th  ballot,  conference  delegates 
elected  both  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Hancock,  64, 
superintendent  of  the  Macon  District  of 
the  South  Georgia  conference,  assigned  to 
the  Alabama-West  Florida  Area;  and  the 
Rev.  Clay  F.  Lee  Jr.,  58,  senior  pastor  of 
Galloway  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  assigned  to  the 
Holston  Area. 

•  The  North  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  balloting,  described  by  an  observ¬ 
er  as  “an  emotional  roller  coaster,’’ 
needed  38  ballots  before  completing  three 
elections:  The  Rev.  R.  Sheldon  Duecker, 
61,  senior  pastor  of  High  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  assigned 
to  the  Chicago  Area;  the  Rev.  Sharon  A. 
Brown  Christopher,  44,  administrative  as¬ 
sistant  to  Bishop  David  Lawson  (Wisconsin 
Area),  assigned  to  the  Minnesota  Area;  and 
the  Rev.  William  B.  Lewis,  57,  pastor  of 
Union  United  Methodist  Church  in  Belle¬ 
ville,  Ill.,  assigned  to  the  Dakotas  Area. 

•  United  Methodism’s  two  newest 
bishops,  Moises  Domingos  Fernandes,  50, 
of  Angola  and  Joao  Somane  Machado,  42, 
of  Mozambique,  were  elected  by  the  Af¬ 
rica  Central  Conference  in  August,  about 
a  month  after  the  elections  in  the  five 
U.S.  jurisdictions.  Bishop  Machado  is  the 
denomination’s  youngest  bishop. 


-CLIP  AND  SAVE- 


United  Methodists  in  101st  Congress 


Alabama 

Sen.  Howell  Heflin  (D) 

Rep.  William  L.  Dickinson  (R),  2nd  Dist. 
Rep.  Bill  Nichols  (D),  3rd  Dist. 

Arizona 

Rep,  Jim  Kolbe  (R),  5th  Dist. 

Arkansas 

Sen.  Dale  Bumpers  (D) 

Rep.  Tommy  Robinson  (D),  2nd  Dist. 

California 

Rep.  Robert  T.  Matsui  (D),  3rd  Dist. 

Rep.  Norman  Y.  Mineta  (D),  13th  Dist. 
Rep.  Augustus  F.  Hawkins  (D),  29th  Dist. 
Rep.  George  E.  Brown  Jr.  (D),  36th  Dist. 

Florida 

Rep.  C.W.  Bill  Young  (R),  8th  Dist. 

Rep.  Tom  Lewis  (R),  12th  Dist. 

Georgia 

Sen.  Sam  Nunn  (D) 

Rep  Lindsay  Thomas  (D),  1st  Dist. 

Rep.  Richard  Ray  (D),  3rd  Dist. 

Rep.  George  Darden  (D),  7th  Dist. 

Rep.  J.  Roy  Rowland  (D).  8th  Dist. 

Hawaii 

Sen.  Daniel  K.  Inouye  (D) 

Idaho 

Sen.  James  A.  McClure  (R) 

Rep.  Larry  Craig  (R),  1st  Dist. 

Illinois 

Rep.  Harris  Fawell  (R),  13th  Dist. 

Rep.  Terry  Bruce  (D),  19th  Dist. 

Indiana 

Sen.  Richard  G.  Lugar  (R) 

Rep.  Phillip  R.  Sharp  (D),  2nd  Dist. 

Rep.  Jim  Jontz  (D),  5th  Dist. 

Rep.  Lee  Hamilton  (D),  9th  Dist. 

Iowa 

Rep.  Neal  Smith  (D),  4th  Dist. 

Kansas 

Sen.  Robert  Dole  (R) 

Rep.  Pat  Roberts  (R),  1st  Dist. 

Rep.  Jan  Meyers  (R),  3rd  Dist. 

Kentucky 

Rep.  Larry  J.  Hopkins  (R),  6th  Dist. 
Louisiana 

Rep.  Jim  McCrery  (R),  4th  Dist. 

Rep.  Jerry  Huckaby  (D),  5th  Dist. 

Rep.  Richard  Baker  (R),  6th  Dist. 

Rep.  Jimmy  Hayes  (D),  7th  Dist. 

Michigan 

Sen.  Donald  W.  Riegle  Jr.  (D) 


Nebraska 

Rep.  Virginia  Smith  (R),  3rd  Dist. 

New  Jersey 

Rep.  Robert  G.  Torricelli  (D),  9th  Dist. 
Rep.  Dean  Gallo  (R),  11th  Dist. 

Rep.  Jim  Courier  (R),  12th  Dist. 

New  Mexico 

Sen.  Jeff  Bingaman  (D) 

New  York 

Rep.  Thomas  J.  Downey  (D),  2nd  Dist. 
Rep.  Robert  J  Mrazek  (D),  3rd  Dist. 
Rep.  Norman  F.  Lent  (R),  4th  Dist. 

North  Carolina 
Sen.  Terry  Sanford  (D) 

Ohio 

Rep.  Clarence  E.  Miller  (R),  10th  Dist. 
Rep.  Chalmers  P.  Wylie  (R),  15th  Dist. 
Rep.  Louis  Stokes  (D),  21st  Dist. 

Oklahoma 

Sen.  David  L.  Boren  (D) 

Rep.  Glenn  English  (D),  6th  Dist. 

Pennsylvania 

Rep.  Bill  Goodling  (R),  19th  Dist. 

South  Carolina 

Rep.  Elizabeth  J.  Patterson  (D),  4th  Dist. 
Rep.  Robin  M.  Tallon  Jr.  (D),  6th  Dist. 

Tennessee 

Sen.  Jim  Sasser  (D) 

Rep.  James  H.  Quillen  (R),  1st  Dist. 

Rep  Bob  Clement  (D),  5th  Dist. 

Rep.  Bart  Gordon  (D),  6th  Dist. 


Texas 

Rep.  Jim  Chapman  (D),  1st  Dist. 

Rep.  Charles  Wilson  (D),  2nd  Dist. 

Rep.  Ralph  M.  Hall  (D),  4th  Dist. 

Rep.  John  Bryant  (D),  5th  Dist. 

Rep.  Joe  Barton  (R),  6th  Dist. 

Rep.  Jack  Brooks  (D),  9th  Dist. 

Rep.  J.J.  Pickle  (D),  10th  Dist. 

Rep.  Jim  Wright  (D),  12th  Dist. 

Rep.  Bill  Sarpalius  (D).  13th  Dist. 

Rep.  Greg  H.  Laughlin  (D),  14th  Dist. 
Rep.  Larry  Combest  (R),  19th  Dist. 

Rep.  Michael  A.  Andrews  (D),  25th  Dist. 
Rep.  Solomon  P.  Ortiz  (D),  27th  Dist. 

Virginia 

Rep.  Frederick  C.  Boucher  (D),  9th  Dist. 

Washington 

Rep.  Sid  Morrison  (R),  4th  Dist. 
Wyoming 

Rep.  Dick  Cheney  (R),  1st  Dist. 


(D)  —  Democrat,  (R)  —  Republican 
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Pittsburgh  UM  church 
4 adopts 9  AIDS  sufferer 


From  Religious  News  Service 

Harry  Vance  credits  the  Rev.  Renee 
Waun  and  her  congregation  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  with  keeping  him  alive. 

Mr.  Vance,  41,  is  a  former  computer 
specialist  who  was  diagnosed  with  AIDS 
in  1985.  Physicians  had  expected  him  to 
die  by  August. 

But  last  March,  Mr.  Vance  met  Ms. 
Waun  at  a  First  UMC-sponsored  seminar 
on  the  acquired  immune  deficiency  syn¬ 
drome. 

Ms.  Waun,  44-year-old  mother  of  two 
teen-age  girls,  had  compassion  on  the 
AIDS  sufferer,  who  had  been  ostracized 
by  his  own  family  and  church. 

She  offered  to  be  his  "second  mother” 
and  persuaded  her  550-member  congre¬ 
gation  to  adopt  him. 

Love  and  acceptance  apparently  have 
had  physical  as  well  as  emotional  bene¬ 
fits  for  Mr.  Vance. 

Ms.  Waun  said  he  “is  doing  remark¬ 
ably  well”  and  “is  not  symptomatic  of 
the  AIDS  virus  right  now.” 

Mr.  Vance  has  told  interviewers  that 
he  would  not  be  alive  if  it  were  not  for 
the  way  he  was  received  by  the  minister 
and  her  flock. 

Ms.  Waun  is  trying  to  persuade  other 
congregations  to  go  and  do  likewise. 


CONTROLLER,  CALIFORNIA-PACIFIC  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

Degree  in  accounting  preferred;  supervisory,  fund  accounting  and  com¬ 
puter  experience.  Send  resume  to;  Conference  Treasurer,  472  East 
Colorado  Boulevard,  P.O.  Box  6006,  Pasadena,  CA  91 102.  For  job  de¬ 
scription  and  requirements  call:  (818)  796-6607. 


‘Pastors  for  Peace’  convoy  delivers 
aid  to  Nicaragua  on  Christmas  Day 


See  what’s  new 
on 


BIBLE  STUDY  FOR 
CHRISTIAN  LIVING 

Paul’s  Prescription 
with  Dr.  J.  Ellsworth  Kalas 
7:30  -  8:30  p.m. 

Jan.  11,  13,  25;  Feb.  1,8 
Spacenet  1  Ch  21 
Coping  As  Christians 
with  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam 

7:30  -  8:30  p.m. 

Feb.  15,  22;  Mar.  1,  8,  15,  22 
Spacenet  1  Ch  21 

CHURCH  MUSIC 
MAGAZINE 

Planning  for  Lent/Easter 
Music 

8:00  -  9:00  p.m. 

Jan.  17  Spacenet  1  Ch  21 


CSTH 

COKESBURY  SATELLITE  TELEVISION  NETWORK 


CREATIVE  TEACHING 
SERIES 

Directors  of  Vacation  Bible 
School 

1:00  -  3:00  p.m. 

Jan.  28  Spacenet  1  Ch  21 
Teachers  of  Elementary 
Children 
6:00  -  7:30  p.m. 

Feb.  12  Spacenet  1  Ch  21 


SEASONS  OF  WORSHIP: 

Preaching  the  New 
Common  Lectionary 

11:30  a.m.  - 1:30  p.m. 
February  6,  April  3 
To  register:  Call  Cokesbury 
Seminars  1-800-672-1789. 


Programs  may  be  subject  to  change.  For  more  complete  details,  consult  your  CSTN 
Program  Guide  or  Circuit  Rider  magazine.  All  times  listed  are  Eastern  Time  Zone. 


From  Staff  and  News  Service  Reports 

On  Christmas  morning  three  United 
Methodists  were  among  47  members  of  a 
“Pastors  for  Peace”  convoy  who  began 
delivering  an  estimated  70  tons  of  hu¬ 
manitarian  aid  to  Nicaraguans. 

Sixto  Ulloa,  a  Baptist  layman  and 
member  of  Nicaragua’s  National  Assem¬ 
bly,  greeted  the  convoy  members  as  they 
arrived  in  Managua  just  before  sunset 
Christmas  Eve,  telling  them  they  were 
true  "ambassadors  of  peace.” 

The  20-vehicle  convoy— mostly 
trucks— carried  food,  clothing  and  medi¬ 
cine  to  victims  of  the  eight-year  war  with 
the  contra  rebels  and  Hurricane  Joan, 
which  left  thousands  homeless  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  in  late  October. 

Two  United  Methodist  pastors— the 
Rev.  Schuyler  Barber-Rhodes  of  York- 
town,  N.Y.,  and  the  Rev.  Lloyd  A.  Duren, 
a  retired  New  York  Annual  Conference 
pastor— delivered  a  used  22-foot,  10-ton 
truck  to  a  Roman  Catholic  parish  in  Ma¬ 
nagua  as  part  of  the  convoy. 

In  that  and  many  other  cases,  supplies 
went  directly  to  projects  that  churches  in 
the  United  States  had  established  in  part¬ 
nership  programs  with  “sister  churches” 
or  sister  cities  in  Nicaragua. 

UM  conference  gives  truck 

The  truck  was  donated  by  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference  and  the  Yorktown  Sis¬ 
ter  Parish  Project— Roman  Catholic  and 
Presbyterian  parishes  and  Beaver  Confer¬ 
ence  Farm,  a  Christian  retreat  center.  The 


vehicle  went  to  the  La  Merced  Roman 
Catholic  Parish  in  Managua. 

Another  United  Methodist  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Finley  Schaef  of  Park  Slope  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  and 
his  wife,  Nancy,  traveled  with  the  truck 
as  far  as  the  U.S.-Mexico  border,  where 
Mr.  Duren  was  their  replacement. 

Mrs.  Schaef  told  the  Reporter  the 
truck  developed  a  transmission  leak  en 
route,  which  apparently  worsened  while 
traveling  through  Central  America. 

“We  were  really  relieved  to  hear  that 
they  had  made  it  all  the  way,”  she  said. 

Another  United  Methodist,  Neal  Con- 
rey,  a  paramedic  and  senior  high  Sunday 
school  teacher  at  Brackettville  (Texas) 
United  Methodist  Church,  drove  a  Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz  box  truck  to  Managua. 

The  first  donation  by  the  convoy  was  a 
pair  of  crutches  given  to  a  22-year-old 
Nicaraguan  woman  who  lost  her  left  leg 
in  a  November  contra  ambush  that  killed 
her  10-month-old  son  and  wounded  anoth¬ 
er  son,  age  5. 

August  ambush  sparks  convoy 

The  idea  for  the  convoy  began  after 
another  contra  ambush  in  Nicaragua 
three  months  earlier. 

The  Rev.  Lucius  Walker,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  New  York-based  Interreli- 
gious  Foundation  for  Community 
Organization,  was  on  a  civilian  passenger 
boat  attacked  by  contra  forces  in  August. 

Mr.  Walker,  wounded  in  that  attack, 
decided  to  organize  “a  counterattack  of 


peace  and  friendship.” 

“This  feels  like  a  great  sense  of  triumph 
because  the  terrorism  (in  Nicaragua)  is 
supported  by  the  government  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  and  we  are  representatives  of 
the  good  will  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,”  the  Baptist  minister  said  last 
week  after  delivering  the  aid. 

In  1985  the  Reagan  administration  or¬ 
dered  an  economic  boycott  of  Nicaragua, 
but  the  boycott  permits  humanitarian 
aid  to  be  extended  there. 

The  idea  of  a  convoy  of  material  aid 
for  Nicaraguans  is  not  new.  In  June,  a 
“Veterans  Peace  Convoy”  embarked  on 
a  similar  journey. 

"This  [pastors’]  convoy,  in  a  sense,  has 
had  the  way  paved  by  difficulties  the  Vet¬ 
erans  Peace  Convoy  went  through,”  said 
Carol  Walker,  a  United  Methodist  peace 
with  justice  educator  in  Austin,  Texas, 
who  participated  in  that  first  convoy. 

A  U.S.  district  court  judge  in  Laredo, 
Texas,  ruled  Sept.  30  that  donated  vehicles 
could  be  considered  humanitarian  aid  and 
thus  not  violate  the  trade  embargo.  His  de¬ 
cision  involved  an  attempt  by  the  federal 
government  to  stop  the  veterans’  convoy 
from  leaving  the  United  States  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  14). 

Trucks  are  needed  in  the  villages  to  take 
crops  to  market  and  provide  transportation 
to  medical  facilities,  Ms.  Walker  said. 

Ms.  Walker,  who  helped  coordinate 
support  for  the  pastors’  convoy  in  Texas, 
said,  "This  has  blossomed  into  a  big  ecu¬ 
menical  event.” 


Through  an  interfaith  group  called  the 
'Ministerial  Network  on  AIDS,  she  is 
working  with  Christian  clergy  and  Jew¬ 
ish  rabbis  to  show  people  how  they  can 
provide  a  second  family  and  home  for 
people  inflicted  with  the  disease  and  sub¬ 
sequently  rejected  by  their  relatives. 

The  United  Methodist  minister  said 
she  hasn’t  had  to  overcome  negative  re¬ 
actions  from  church  people,  including 
those  in  her  own  church,  in  promoting 
the  adoption  idea. 

“People  who  may  have  been  reluctant 
didn’t  share  that  with  me,”  she  said. 

What  is  often  more  difficult  is  per¬ 
suading  AIDS  sufferers  to  come  to 
churches  for  help,  Ms.  Waun  said. 

“Many  have  been  treated  so  poorly  in 
churches  that  they  are  reluctant  to 
come,”  the  minister  explained. 

To  help  parishes  offer  a  welcoming, 
non-threatening  atmosphere  for  AIDS 
sufferers,  Ms.  Waun  and  other  members 
of  the  Ministerial  Network  have  joined 
with  AIDS  patients  and  “gay”  clergy  to 
write  a  series  of  detailed  guidelines. 

“The  main  concern  is  to  protect  people 
with  AIDS  from  being  put  in  a  very  un¬ 
comfortable  situation,”  the  Pittsburgh 
pastor  said. 

She  said  the  network  is  developing 
programs  that  can  give  individuals  an 
opportunity  to  help  AIDS  sufferers  even 
if  their  churches  as  a  whole  do  not  get  in¬ 
volved  in  adoptions. 

In  addition  to  giving  people  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  provide  such  things  as  blankets 
and  transportation  for  AIDS  patients, 
Ms.  Waun  said,  the  group  has  compiled  a 
list  of  “prayer  adoptions.”  People  are 
given  first  names  of  AIDS  sufferers  for 
whom  they  pray  daily. 

“You  can’t  pray  for  someone  and  for 
their  needs  without  that  prayer  leading 
to  more  direct  action,”  she  asserted. 

UM  women  join  effort 
to  press  ‘Contra’  suit 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— The  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division  has  joined  efforts  to  get 
a  jury  trial  in  a  lawsuit  alleging  U.S.  par¬ 
ticipation  in  illegal  drug  trafficking  to  fi¬ 
nance  contra  rebels  in  Nicaragua. 

The  agency  has  filed  support  for  an 
appeal  in  the  "La  Penca”  lawsuit.  La 
Penca,  Nicaragua,  was  the  site  of  a  1984 
news  conference  in  which  three  journal¬ 
ists  and  five  contra  soldiers  were  killed. 

The  appeal  was  entered  by  the  Christie 
Institute,  an  interfaith  law  and  public  poli¬ 
cy  group  in  Washington  that  seeks  to  over¬ 
turn  a  U.S.  District  judge’s  decision 
granting  summary  judgement  in  favor  of 
29  defendants,  including  some  named  in 
the  congressional  Iran-Contra  hearings. 

The  Christie  Institute  claims  the  judge 
made  multiple  errors.  The  appeal  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  heard  early  this  year. 

The  Women's  Division  “statement  of 
interest”  cites  church  resolutions  oppos¬ 
ing  U.S.  funding  of  overt  and  covert  mili¬ 
tary  operations  in  Cental  America.  It 
also  expresses  distress  at  human  rights 
abuses  in  Central  America. 
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‘ One  little  spot 9  makes  a  big  difference 

Church  backs  Illinois  hog-farming  couple’s  outreach  to  Mexico 


PHOTO  BY  HUBERT  BANKSON 


Her  coat  may  not  be  buttoned  straight,  but  it’s  warm,  and  it’s  new  to  this 
little  Mexican  girl,  thanks  to  a  mission  project  sponsored  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Decatur,  Ill. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

It’s  over  1.000  miles  from  Hubert  and 
Marilyn  Bankson’s  hog  farm  in  central 
Illinois  to  Laredo,  Texas,  on  the  U.S.- 
Mexi^an  border 

So  why  do  the  two,  members  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Decatur,  Ill., 
make  that  trip  in  a  60-foot  truck-trailer 
rig  five  or  six  times  a  year? 

They’re  delivering  10  tons  of  clothing 
and  shoes  to  missions  just  across  the  bor¬ 
der  and  going  once  a  year  to  “one  little 
spot”  in  the  Mexican  interior  that  the 
Banksons  think  of  as  their  own  special 
mission  place. 

Across  the  border,  clothes  and  shoes 
donated  by  individuals,  churches,  chari¬ 
ties  and  retailers  in  Illinois  and  Iowa  and 
delivered  by  the  Banksons  are  distribut¬ 
ed  by  Mexican  officials. 

The  First  UMC  Work  Area  on  Missions 
underwrites  about  $1,000  of  the  ex¬ 
penses,  and  the  Banksons  either  accept 
donations  or  make  up  the  rest. 

They  make  their  trips  two-way  mission 
ventures.  On  the  way  home  they  haul  local 
crafts  such  as  woven-reed  baskets  that 
they  buy  in  Mexico,  then  sell  back  home. 
Proceeds  go  to  the  mission  fund. 

The  Banksons  have  been  doing  the 
mission  work  for  10  years. 

Hubert  spells  out  their  philosophy  this 
way:  “We  can’t  change  all  hunger  and 
poverty,  but  you  take  one  little  spot,  and 
you  can  make  a  difference  there.  If  ev¬ 
eryone  took  a  little  spot,  think  of  what 
could  be  done.” 


Fluency  in  Spanish,  learned  during 
several  years’  living  in  Mexico,  helps  the 
two  gain  the  trust  of  Mexican  officials. 

It  alsn  hplns  ♦He  Ranksons  identify  the 


greatest  needs  in  their  “little  spot,”  the  tiny 
mountainous  village  of  Sierra  Hermosa. 

One  was  the  seemingly  poor  condition 
of  the  corn  crop.  Hubert,  who  knows  a 


good  ear  of  corn  when  he  sees  it,  took 
soil  samples  back  to  the  United  States 
for  analysis.  The  findings:  Not  enough 
phosphate. 

Hubert  knew  the  lack  could  be  cor¬ 
rected  with  fertilizer,  and  one  family  in 
the  Decatur  congregation  gave  enough 
money  to  pay  for  it. 

Hubert  delivered  the  fertilizer,  but 
weather  in  Sierra  Hermosa  this  fall 
didn’t  allow  farmers  to  use  it.  The  spring 
1989  planting  season  will  be  the  first 
time  to  test  it. 

A  6-year-old  boy  is  the  Banksons’  other 
•  greatest  need"  in  Sierra  Hermosa. 

When  they  first  saw  Miguel  Angel  Nun¬ 
cio  Segovia,  he  was  cross-eyed  and  unable 
to  speak,  hear,  talk  or  walk  properly. 

The  Banksons  persuaded  the  boy’s  par¬ 
ents  to  take  him  to  an  area  physician, 
who  said  it  would  cost  at  least  $500  to 
correct  the  conditions. 

“That  was  like  passing  a  life  sentence 
on  the  boy,”  said  Hubert. 

Back  home,  the  Banksons  told  their 
congregation  about  Miguel. 

“Go  for  it,  and  don’t  worry  about  the 
cost,”  they  were  told. 

On  their  next  trip  to  Sierra  Hermosa, 
Miguel  was  taken  to  a  specialist  who 
found  tumors  in  the  lining  of  his  cranium 
and  near  the  brain  stem  in  the  back  of 
his  neck. 

Pre-surgery  medication  has  allowed 
him  to  speak  for  the  first  time. 

Portions  of  this  article  came  from  the 
"Decatur  (III.)  Tribune.” 


Pastors,  spouses  trained 
to  form  congregations 


By  JOHN  BORCHERT 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.— Sixty  United 
Methodist  pastors  and  spouses  meeting 
in  Charlotte  recently  represented  a  di¬ 
verse  cross-section  of  the  church  from 
Alaska  to  Florida  but  had  one  thing  in 
common:  forming  new  congregations. 

During  the  past  four  years  more  than 
500  clergy  persons  and  spouses  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  training  events  sponsored  by 
the  General  Boards  of  Discipleship  and 
Global  Ministries. 

Participants,  several  with  small  babies, 
listened  intently  as  the  Rev.  J.D.  Grier  Jr., 
a  former  district  superintendent  and  a  vet¬ 
eran  ministerial  member  of  the  North 
Georgia  Annual  Conference,  told  of  the 
first  year  he  spent  forming  a  congregation 
in  a  growing  area  near  Atlanta. 

Starting  with  five  and  a  half  acres  of 
land.  Dr.  Grier  was  asked  to  form  a  con¬ 
gregation. 

“We  had  no  members,  no  addresses,  no 
place  to  meet,”  he  said. 

Today  the  congregation  of  29  meets  in 
a  converted  house  on  the  site,  but  he  says 
it  has  the  potential  of  becoming,  within 
15  years,  the  strongest  black  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  conference. 

Irene  Brownlee,  who  with  her  pastor/ 
husband  is  starting  a  church  in  Durham, 
N.C.,  led  a  session  on  the  clarification  of 
roles  of  pastor,  spouse  and  children. 

Three  illusions  that  must  be  faced,  she 
said,  are  that  pastoral  family  members 
are  unique,  that  they  can  perform  mir¬ 
acles  and  that  they  never  make  mistakes. 


She  spoke  of  the  struggle  between  set¬ 
ting  “examples”  expected  by  congrega¬ 
tional  leaders  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
wanting  to  be  seen  as  human  beings. 

She  cited  comments  often  made  by  the 
children  of  pastors:  “I  wish  people  under¬ 
stood  we  are  a  normal  family.  I  wish 
Dad  were  careful  about  using  me  as  an 
illustration  in  his  sermons.  I  wish  other 
people’s  problems  weren’t  always  more 
important  than  ours.  I  wish  Christians 
were  more  careful  about  how  they  talk 
about  their  leaders.” 

Two  training  events  a  year  are  offered 
by  the  two  general  agencies  for  persons 
in  their  first  and  second  years  of  being 
appointed  to  begin  congregations.  People 
in  their  third,  fourth  and  fifth  years’ of 
such  appointments  receive  training  once 
a  year.  Events  are  scheduled  in  1989  in 
Orlando,  Fla.,  and  Houston. 

The  Rev.  W.  James  Cowell  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  director  of  congregational  develop¬ 
ment  for  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  told 
the  participants,  "we  are  putting  new 
churches  across  the  United  States,  not  to 
perpetuate  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
but  because  people  do  not  know  God." 

An  effective  congregation,  he  said,  is 
one  that  “reaches  out  to  people  as  they 
are,  not  as  we  would  have  them  to  be;  re¬ 
ceives  people  into  both  membership  and 
fellowship;  relates  to  God;  develops  peo¬ 
ple  as  disciples;  and  sends  persons  into 
mission  and  ministry  in  love.” 

Mr.  Borchert  is  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Western  North  Carolina  Con¬ 
ference  News  Bureau  in  Charlotte. 


CLASSIFIED 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  YOUTH /EDUCATION 
Director.  Community  United  Mthodist  Church, 
PO  Box  907.  Nome.  Alaska.  For  information  or 
application  with  resume  write:  Search  Committee 
or  call  (907)  443-2865. 

PROFESSOR  AND  DIRECTOR  OF  CENTER  for 
Hispanic  Ministries.  Garrett-Evangelical  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  seeks  a  professor  and  director  of  the 
newly-established  Center  for  Hispanic  Ministries. 
The  person  appointed  will  teach  half-time  in  one  of 
the  theological  disciplines  and  work  with  Hispanic 
congregations  in  developing  lay  and  ordained  lead¬ 
ership  Candidates  should  have  Ph  D  or  its  equiva¬ 
lent,  fluency  in  English  and  Spanish  and  ability  to 
work  within  the  United  Methodist  tradition.  The  ap¬ 
pointment  is  a  renewable  term  contract.  Letters  of 
application  with  vita,  references  should  be  submit- 

EMORY  &  HENRY  COLLEGE  CHAPLAIN  to 

serve  as  campus  minister  and  coordinator  of  reli¬ 
gious  life.  Ordination  required.  Campus  ministry 
experience  preferred.  Currently  receiving  applica¬ 
tions.  Appointment  begins  August.  Contact:  Dr. 
William  C.  Mason,  Jr..  Emory  St  Henry  College, 
Emory,  VA  24327. 

CAMPUS  MINISTER.  DIRECTOR  OF  University 

Religious  Center  at  California  State  University. 
Fresno  (a  combined  ministry  of  the  United  Church 
of  Christ,  the  United  Methodist  Church,  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  U.S.A.).  CSUF  is  an  ethnically  di¬ 
verse  campus  of  19,000  students,  set  in  the  heart  of 
the  San  Joaquin  Valley.  Fresno  is  a  metropolitan 
community  of  325.000  and  the  center  of  education¬ 
al,  agricultural,  and  financial  opportunities  in  cen¬ 
tral  California.  Women  and  persons  of  color  are 

G-ETC,  2121  Sheridan  Road.  Evanston.  EL  60201. 

PREACHING  AND  WORSHIP  GARRETT-Evan- 
gelical  Theological  Seminary  seeks  a  faculty 
member  in  preaching  and  worship  for  a  tenure 
track  appointment.  Send  applications  with  vita 
and  references  to:  Dean  Richard  Tholin.  G-ETS, 
2121  Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL  60201.  (312)  866- 
3904.  applications  received  by  February  15  will  re¬ 
ceive  priority.  An  EEO/AA  employer 

encouraged  to  apply.  Position  begins  July  1.  1989 
For  detailed  information  write:  Sherri  Crahen, 
URC.  2311  East  Shaw  Avenue.  Fresno.  CA  93710. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES/Christian 
Education  sought  by  Methodist  Home  in  Waco. 
Texas,  a  24  hour  child  care  facility  serving  some 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  DIRECTOR  OF  Student 

Life  and  Field  Education,  Divinity  School.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  include  travel,  counseling,  interviews. 

350  young  people  daily.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact: 
John  Taverner,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco.  TX 
76708.  (817)  753-0181. 

placement,  administrative  and  other  tasks  in  stu¬ 
dent  concerns  and  field  education.  Requirements: 
A.B.  and  M  Div.  degrees:  ordination  in  church;  two 
years'  experience  in  campus  and/or  church  set¬ 
ting;  experience  in  the  ministry  of  the  church; 
knowledge  of  higher  education  and  theology;  abili- 

WANTED  CHURCH  CAMP  MANAGER.  Camp 
Fontanelle  Nebraska.  For  job  description  and  ap¬ 
plication  write  United  Methodist  Church,  East 
District  Office.  1835  East  Military.  Suite  131,  Fre¬ 
mont,  NE  68025.  Applications  must  be  received  by 
March  1.  1989. 

counseling  skills,  strong  relational  and  communi¬ 
cation  skills.  Letters  of  application  with  vitae 
should  be  submitted  to:  The  Reverend  B.  Maurice 
Ritchie.  Associate  Dean  for  Student  Life  and  Field 
Education.  100  Old  Divinity.  Duke  University,  Dur¬ 
ham.  NC  27706.  Duke  University  is  an  Equal  Op¬ 
portunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. 

CAMPUS  MINISTER.  DIRECTOR  OF  United 

Campus  Christian  Ministry  at  San  Francisco  State 
University,  (a  combined  ministry  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.A.).  SFSU  is  an  ethnical¬ 
ly  diverse  campus  of  25,000  students,  set  in  the 
beautiful  San  Francisco  Bay  area.  Women  and  per- 

DO  YOU  NEED  UMC  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  with  24 

years  teaching  and  pastoral  experience?  I  prefer  min¬ 
istry  in  Tennessee  related  to  pastoral  care,  adult  edu- 

gins  July  1.  1989.  For  detailed  information  write: 
Search  Committee.  UCCM.  190  Denslowe.  San 
Francisco.  CA  94132. 

UMR  Box  660275.  Dept  DL  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  SCARRITT-Ben- 

OPPORTUNITY  TO  HELP  PEOPLE  while  earn¬ 

ing  good  income.  American  Safety  Products  has 
several  openings  in  your  area  as  "Health/Safety 
Consultants''  Earn  8200.  8300,  8500  per  week  and 
more,  part -time /full-time.  No  investment!  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary'  Call:  Angie.  (615)  478-1126. 
10:00  A  M  - 5:00  P.M 

and  training  center  for  laity.  Strong  emphasis  on 
social  justice  7-10  years  work  experience  and 
United  Methodist  Church  membership  required. 
Submit  resume  and  request  application  form  from. 
Grace  Seiser,  1008-19th  Avenue  South.  Nashville. 
TN  37212-2166.  Application  deadline  February  24. 

SUMMER  PREACHING  12  WEEKS  STARTING 
1990  Established  non-denominational  chapel  on 
Culver  Lake,  Northwestern  New  Jersey.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  4  bedroom  cottage  plus  salary 
Family  oriented.  For  details  write:  Robert  Mor¬ 
row,  Trustee  President.  1702  Paxon  Drive,  Wil¬ 
mington.  DE  19803 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH 
and  College  Age  Ministries.  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church.  Gainesville.  Florida  2.500-member  church 
with  large  youth  program  and  growing  college  age 
program  in  a  university  community.  Send  resume  to: 
David  Dodge,  Diaconal  Minister  of  Program,  Trinity 
UMC.  3536  NW  8th  Ave.,  Gainesville,  FL  32605 

SINGLES  LEADERS.  WRITE  FOR  FREE  sample 
of  our  national,  monthly  newsletter.  "Single  Adult 
Ministry  Information"  Institute  of  Singles  Dynam¬ 
ics.  Box  11394-U,  Kansas  City.  MO  64112  Also, 
seminars,  conferences,  church  consulting. 

HELP  WANTED  PROFESSIONAL  CHURCH  Or¬ 

ganist.  minimum  of  two  years  experience,  diversi¬ 
fied  piano  accompaniment  experience,  sight 
reading  ability  B.A.  in  music  preferred,  but  not  es¬ 
sential  Enthusiasm  for  ministry  of  music  in 

FOR  RENT  2720  SQUARE  FOOT  4  BEDROOM 
executive  home  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  Excel- 

Hill  Dr  .  Spring  Hill.  FL  34608.  (904)  683-2600 

lent  for  those  wishing  to  explore  SW  area  before 
purchasing  permanent  home  (505)  255-5060. 

ASSOCIATE  MINISTER  FOR  PASTORAL  CARE. 

Large  multi-staffed  church  in  New  York  City 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
475-member  suburban  church.  Responsibilities, 
oversee  entire  C.E.  program,  including  youth  min¬ 
istries  and  program  development  with  C.O.M.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  to  824.000  Send  resume  to: 
Montgomery  UMC,  28325  Kemptown  Rd..  Damas¬ 
cus,  MD  20872. 

seeks  team  person,  preferably  15  years  experience 
with  CPE,  to  provide  overall  pastoral  care  to  con¬ 
gregation.  short  term  counseling  and  referral,  hos¬ 
pital  visitation  and  direction  of  support  groups  for 
grief,  divorce  and  other  critical  needs.  Reply  to: 
Search  Committee.  175  Fifth  Avenue,  Suite  2531, 
New  York.  NY  10010 

EAST  GERMAN  UMC  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 

SCHWARZENSHOF,  East  Germany— This  110-year-old  United  Method¬ 
ist  retirement  home  owned  by  the  East  German  United  Methodist  Church 
will  be  closed  by  the  government  if  immediate  repairs  are  not  made  to  it. 
The  government  will  allow  the  work  to  be  paid  for  only  by  donations  from 
outside  the  country. 


Two  special  needs  targeted 
for  East  German  churches 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

United  Methodists  in  East  Germany 
have  special  needs  that  two  new  mission 
projects  of  the  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church  have  targeted. 

Bishop  Rudiger  R.  Minor,  leader  of  the 
United  Methodist  annual  conference  in 
East  Germany,  described  those  special 
needs— major  roof  repairs  at  a  retirement 
home  and  funds  for  paper  to  print  books— 
during  a  recent  visit  to  the  New  Mexico 
and  Northwest  Texas  annual  conferences, 

Bishop  Minor  visited  the  two  U.S.  con¬ 
ferences  at  the  invitation  of  Bishop  Louis 
W.  Schowengerdt  (Northwest  Texas-New 
Mexico  Area). 

Unless  funds  can  be  raised  to  repair  the 
United  Methodist  retirement/retreat  cen¬ 
ter  at  Schwarzenshof,  the  government  will 
condemn  the  building,  Bishop  Minor  said. 
An  estimated  $80,000  is  needed  to  repair 
the  roof  and  supporting  structures. 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  said,  “The  East 
German  [annual]  conference  is  deeply 
committed  to  providing  a  Christian  envi¬ 
ronment  for  its  retired  people  and  has 
declared  this  [repair  work]  as  the  No.  1 
priority  of  the  conference  for  the  next 
five  years.” 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  said  that  when  he 
visited  the  retirement  center  last  year,  the 
roof  leaked  and  was  about  to  cave  it. 

Concerning  publishing,  Bishop 
Schowengerdt  noted  that  the  East  Ger¬ 
man  government  allows  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  print  books.  But  all  printing  paper 
and  finances  for  publishing  must  come 
from  outside  sources. 

"Every  church  we  saw  had  a  book  dis¬ 
play,  and  all  pastors  are  recommending 
nooks  to  their  congregation,  said  Bishop 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


/CWJCt  No  gift  too  small 


Schowengerdt.  "However,  the  government 
won’t  allow  them  enough  paper  to  publish 
the  number  of  books  the  church  requests.” 

The  East  German  conference  is  orga¬ 
nized  into  three  districts  and  has  93 
churches.  Total  conference  membership 
is  90,000. 

“The  church  is  a  major  force  in  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  and  other 
Marxist  countries,”  said  Bishop  Minor, 
“. . .  one  that  the  government  has  real¬ 
ized  it  cannot  overlook  in  solving  the 
needs  of  society.” 

Gifts  to  support  these  Advance  Special 
projects  in  East  Germany  can  be  made 
via  any  conference  treasurer  and  desig¬ 
nated  for  “Social  Center  Schwarzen¬ 
shof,”  No.  010360-4  DN,  or  ‘‘United 
Methodist  Printing  Press  Department,” 
No.  010359-2  RA. 


the  church  today 


Ohio  East  treasurer  resigns, 
admits  he  misused  UM  funds 

NORTH  CANTON,  Ohio  (RNS)— The 
treasurer  of  the  Ohio  East  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  resigned  under  allegations  of  misap¬ 
propriation  of  conference  funds. 

Thomas  A.  Letzler  “admitted  to  the 
fact”  and  resigned,  said  Bishop  Edwin  C. 
Boulton,  who  noted  that  employees  are 
bonded.  "Every  dollar  given  by  every  in¬ 
dividual  and  church  will  be  finally  cred¬ 
ited  to  its  intended  purpose,”  said  Bishop 
Boulton. 

L.  Mark  George,  assistant  to  the  bish¬ 
op,  said  church  officials  are  awaiting  the 
auditors’  report  to  determine  exactly 


how  the  funds  were  misappropriated  and 
the  amount  involved. 

Missionaries  to  Japan  interpret 
for  visitors  in  British  district 

TOKYO  (UMR)— United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Neva  and  Javan  Corl  served  as 
interpreters  recently  in  a  unique  mission 
of  Japanese  Christians  to  British  Method¬ 
ism’s  South  Wales  District. 

The  invitation  to  the  four  members  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan 
came  from  a  unit  of  the  British  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  Overseas  Division.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Corl,  veterans  of  33  years  in  Japan, 
interpreted  the  visitors'  speeches  on  the 
theme  "How  I  Became  a  Christian." 


JANUARY  6,  1989 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

“Una  expresion  de  amor  vale  mas  que  mil  palabras”  (“One  expression  of 
love  is  worth  more  than  a  thousand  words”)  reads  the  sign  between  Hubert 
Bankson  (right)  and  his  helper,  Edward  L.  Phillips,  on  the  back  of  Mr.  Bank- 
son’s  truck.  In  it  the  central  Illinois  hog  farmer  hauls  clothing  to  Mexico 
five  or  six  times  a  year  and  hauls  Mexican  crafts  to  Illinois  to  raise  funds 
for  a  local  United  Methodist  church  mission  project. 


Religious  group  value 
to  entire  communities 


spelled  out  in  study 


By  ALBERT  J.  MENENDEZ 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— America’s  religious 
groups  give  almost  half  of  their  contri¬ 
butions  to  social  welfare  programs  that 
benefit  the  entire  community. 

Those  contributions  amounted  to  $19.1 
billion  in  1986,  according  to  a  news  report 
by  a  group  of  philanthropic  organizations. 

The  information  was  revealed  in  a  re¬ 
port  released  recently  by  Independent 
Sector,  a  non-profit  corporation  of  650 
organizations  involved  in  philanthropy 
and  voluntary  action. 

According  to  the  researchers,  the  re¬ 
port  was  the  first  one  to  gather  informa¬ 
tion  that  documented  the  significant 
impact  of  church  giving  on  the  general 
community. 

Independent  Sector’s  president,  Brian 
O’Connell,  said  the  survey  revealed  “how 
much  the  organized  neighborliness  of  re¬ 
ligious  organizations  means  to  the  kind 
of  caring  society  we  are. 

"Religious  congregations  are  the  pri¬ 
mary  voluntary  service  providers  for 
neighborhoods.” 

From  May  1987  to  March  1988,  the 
Gallup  organization  conducted  telephone 
interviews  with  representatives  of  4,205 
local  congregations.  That  was  followed 
by  mail  and  telephone  questionnaires 
with  1,862  congregations,  of  which  1,353 
responded  to  a  more  detailed  query. 

The  survey  was  limited  to  congrega¬ 
tions.  Therefore,  it  did  not  include  denomi- 
national  organizations  and  religious 
charities,  such  as  nursing  homes  and  day¬ 
care  centers,  which  contributed  an  addi¬ 
tional  $11  billion  to  community  services. 

George  W.  Gallup  Jr.  described  the 
survey  as  “a  challenging  and  ground¬ 
breaking  study,  which  shows  that  reli¬ 
gious  groups  are  vital  power  centers  in 
every  community.” 

He  described  religious  activities  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  community  as  “a  shining  ex¬ 
ample  of  faith  in  action  on  a  broad 
national  scale.” 

The  study  revealed  that  almost  nine  of 
10  congregations  undertook  programs  in 
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human  service  and  welfare  for  their 
communities. 

More  than  two-thirds  also  maintained 
programs  for  international  activities  and 
health  care. 

About  four  in  10  provided  artistic,  cul¬ 
tural  and  educational  programs. 

Religious  groups  provided  $8.4  billion 
in  direct  grants  to  other  organizations, 
which  exceeded  the  total  giving  of  foun¬ 
dations  ($5.9  billion)  and  business  corpo¬ 
rations  ($4.5  billion). 

In  addition  to  monetary  contributions, 
congregational  volunteers  devoted  51 
million  hours  per  month  to  community 
services,  which  represented  more  than 
$5  billion  annually  in  estimated  value. 

Sociologists  and  scholars  of  religion 
will  find  additional  information  in  the  re¬ 
port.  For  example: 

•Total  revenue  of  America's  religious 
congregations  in  1986  was  $49.6  billion, 
of  which  82  percent  came  from  individ¬ 
ual  donations. 

•The  65  percent  of  Americans  who 
are  church  members  are  more  likely  to 
contribute  to  all  kinds  of  charities,  secu¬ 
lar  and  religious,  than  the  35  percent 
who  are  religiously  unaffiliated.  That  is 
true  even  though  non-members  report  a 
higher  annual  income. 

•Fifty-two  percent  of  all  Americans 
contribute  to  a  local  church  or  synagogue. 

•Fifty-four  percent  of  the  congrega¬ 
tions  surveyed  reported  that  their  mem¬ 
bership  had  increased  in  the  past  five 
years.  Another  26  percent  reported  no 
change,  and  18  percent  indicated  a  de¬ 
cline  in  membership. 


THE  METHODIST  TIE 

Rich.  Brilliant  Red  Flame  And 
Traditional  White  Cross  On  A  Navy 
Blue  Background 
Wrinkle  Resistant  Silk/My  Blend 
Identification  With  Your  Church 
Ideal  For  Ushers  &  Personal  Wear 

$20.35  „c>, 

($2.85  Shipping  &  Handling  Included) 

1  Tie  -  $20.35  3  Ties  -  $61.05 

2  Ties  -  $40.70  4  Ties  -  $81.40 
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WEAVE  UNITED  INTO  THE 
FABRIC  OF  YOUR  FUTURE 

•  United’s  flexible  scheduling  allows  me  to  balance  my  life  between  family, 
school  and  work. 

•  Faculty  members  practice  what  they  preach  —  they  minister  to  others 
while  preparing  us  for  ministry. 

•  The  financial  aid  program  makes  it  possible  for  students  from  diverse  fait 
backgrounds  to  attend  seminary  creating  an  ecumenical  educational 
environment. 

For  more  information  about  United,  Dayton  Scholarship) 
or  other  financial  aid,  contact  Sue  label.  Director  of  AJmitnom 
United  Theological  Seminar,  of  the  Turn  One) 

J000  Fifth  Street  NW  •  New  Brighton,  MN  SSI  12  •  1612)  6JJ-4SII 
UNntD  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  OF  THE  TWIN  CITIES 
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William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson,  council  director-editor 
Judy  Palermo,  editorial  assistant 

I-ouislana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge.  LA  70802 
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Say  ‘Yes’ to 
the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist! 


It  is  interesting  to  me  that  the  three  words  "community,”  "communica¬ 
tion,”  "communion”  are  all  related.  They  have  to  do  with  connectedness. 

The  genius  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  its  connectedness,  or  "connec¬ 
tion"  as  the  earliest  Methodist  leaders  began  calling  the  Wesleyan  movement. 

One  essential  ingredient  of  our  Annual  Conference  connection  is  the  LOUI¬ 
SIANA  UNITED  METHODIST  newspaper.  Through  its  pages,  the  church  in 
all  its  dimensions  —  local,  district,  conference,  national,  and  global  —  be- 
comes  a  part  of  our  lives. 

I  urge  you  to  subscribe  to  the  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST.  For 
$10.00  per  year,  you  can  have  the  LUM  delivered  to  your  door  by  your  mail 
carrier. 

So  I  appeal  to  you  . . . 

Individual  United  Methodists:  Please  subscribe 

Local  Churches:  Please  consider  placing  the  LUM  in  your 

budget  for  your  leadership,  or,  invite  your 
entire  Administrative  Council  or  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board,  and  Council  on  Ministries  to 
subscribe.  And,  encourage  your  entire 
membership  to  subscribe. 

Let  us  join  together  for  a  banner  subscrip¬ 
tion  year! 


All  of  us: 


e~\ 


Potato  Project  Salvages 
Over  175,000  Pounds 


The  Society  of  St.  Andrew’s  newest  ef¬ 
fort  in  its  battle  against  hunger,  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Gleaning  Network,  has  finished  its 
first  season.  According  to  the  program’s 
director,  the  Rev.  Jeff  Allen,  the  first 
season  of  the  project  has  been  extremely 
successful. 

Over  175,000  pounds  of  produce  was 
gleaned.  This  produce  would  have  other¬ 
wise  been  allowed  to  rot  in  the  fields.  In¬ 
stead,  through  the  efforts  of  the  Gleaning 
Network,  this  nutritious  food  was  distrib¬ 
uted  to  agencies  working  with  the  poor 
and  hungry. 

Forty-four  gleaning  events  were  held, 
with  twenty-six  farmers  participating 
during  the  year.  Over  400  volunteers  con¬ 
tributed  their  efforts  to  glean  the  pro¬ 
duce  that  farmers  donated.  These 
gleaners  represented  over  65  churches  or 
other  organizations. 

According  to  Allen,  the  Gleaning  Net¬ 
work  is  off  to  a  fantastic  start,  but  he 
hopes  that  it  will  be  able  to  triple  the 


amount  of  produce  gleaned  next  year. 

We  are  pleased  with  this  year’s  ef¬ 
forts.  Over  40  agencies  in  eight  Virginia 
cities  and  the  District  of  Columbia  have 
received  good  food  that  otherwise  would 
have  been  wasted,"  said  Allen.  “But,  we 
know  that  we  have  barely  scratched  the 
surface.  There  is  so  much  more  we  can 
do."  Allen  said  1989  should  be  a  big  year 
for  them. 

An  amazing  variety  of  produce  was 
gleaned  this  year.  Potatoes,  cabbage, 
spinach,  turnips,  greens,  com,  cucum¬ 
bers,  squash,  onions,  tomatoes,  green 
beans,  sweet  potatoes  were  all  gleaned, 
as  well  as  grapes,  pumpkins  and  apples. 

The  ministry  of  the  Society  of  St.  An¬ 
drew  is  one  of  which  many  churches  in 
Louisiana  have  participated  in  and  con¬ 
tributed  toward.  This  potato  project  is  an 
Advance  Special  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  those  churches  wishing  to  con¬ 
tribute  toward  this  work  should  send 
their  money  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
to  receive  Advance  Special  credit. 


Perkins  Laity  Week  Features  ’Ordinary  Christians' 


Robert  Slocum  believes  that  ordinary 
Christians  must  explore  a  new  positive 
future  for  the  church  in  a  high-tech 
world.  The  lay  leader  from  Highland 
Park  Presbyterian  Church  in  Dallas  will 
lead  a  seminar  on  lay  ministry  and  give 
a  luncheon  lecture  during  the  16th  annu¬ 
al  Laity  Week  at  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 


ology  at  Southern  Methodist  University, 
February  9-12, 1989. 

Twelve  courses  are  offered  on  three 
patterns,  Thursday  noon  through  Friday 
afternoon,  Saturday  morning  through 
Sunday  noon,  and  shorter  seminar 
courses  on  Saturday  only. 


Louisiana  Well  Represented  at  Noah  ’s  Ark 


The  Youth  of  Nolley  Memorial  UMC  in 
Jena  have  attended  Noah’s  Ark  Church 
Retreat  Center  and  Beach  Ministry  for 
the  past  four  summers.  Noah’s  Ark  is  a 
project  of  the  Alabama-West  Florida 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  is  located  on  Panama  City 
Beach  within  100  yards  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

The  purpose  of  Noah’s  Ark  is  to  first 
witness  to  the  presence  of  Christ  and  the 
Church  in  the  midst  of  the  busy  vacation 
area,  second  to  provide  opportunity  for 
church  groups  to  conduct  their  retreats 
on  the  beach  and  to  join  in  the  witness. 
Noah’s  Ark’s  purpose  is  fulfilled  in  the 
summer  by  presenting  free  for  the  pub¬ 
lic,  two  musical  witness  and  family  en¬ 
tertainment  programs  nightly,  Monday 
through  Saturday.  "Two  by  Two,”  a  pop¬ 
ular  group  of  Christian  musicians  share 
their  love  for  Jesus.  This  presentation  is 
concluded  by  an  inspirational  sermon- 
ette  by  the  Executive  Director,  the  Rev¬ 
erend  James  C.  Rains,  better  known  as 
‘‘Noah.’’ 

Noah's  Ark  provides  accommodations 
where  groups  from  churches  of  any  de¬ 
nomination  may  have  a  retreat  vacation 
at  a  Christian  center  on  the  beach  and  to 
participate  in  Christian  witnessing  proj- 
•  ects  at  the  same  time. 

The  Youth  group  of  Nolley  help  to 
make  a  Christian  witness  on  the  beach 
by  its  presence,  conversation  and  influ¬ 


ence.  They  take  part  in  the  beachside 
visitation  in  the  afternoon  inviting  vaca¬ 
tioners  to  attend  the  evening  musical 
programs.  The  group  also  witnesses  by 
building  giant  sand  castles  and  sand- 
sculptures  and  invite  people  passing  by  to 
help  them  and  the  newcomers  are  then 
invited  to  the  show.  Noah’s  Ark  cards  are 
left  on  the  sandsculptures  for  persons  to 
pick  up. 

By  being  in  a  Christian  environment 
for  a  week,  a  strength  developed  be¬ 
tween  the  Youth  group  and  between  each 
Youth  and  God.  They  learn  that  being  a 
Christian  is  fun.  By  loving  himself  and 
others,  one  can  show  his  love  for  God.  It 
was  stressed  at  the  retreat  that  God  cre¬ 
ated  each  individual  for  a  purpose,  and 
that  if  everyone  can  do  his  very  best  and 
allow  God  to  work  inside  and  help  ac¬ 
complish  goals,  lives  will  then  be  full. 

,  Louisiana  is  well  represented  at  No¬ 
ah’s  Ark.  Many  youth  groups  from  this 
state  attend  tms  retreat  center  in  the 
summer.  In  fact,  four  of  the  staff  mem¬ 
bers  are  from  Houma  and  Morgan  City. 
These  young  people  grew  up  coming  to 
Noah's  Ark  on  retreats  and  now  share 
their  witness  with  other  youth. 

For  more  information  on  Noah’s  Ark 
contact:  Rev.  James  C.  Rains  at  (904) 
234-6062  or  (904)  785-5419;  or  Luther  Pen- 
igar  Jr.  at  (904)  769-7967;  or  write  to  No¬ 
ah’s  Ark,  P.O.  Box  9376,  Panama  City 
Beach,  Florida  32407. 


1989  Perkins  Ministers  Week  Focuses  on  Evangelism 
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beginning  Sunday,  February  3,  1989 
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Methodist  Hospital 
Introduces  Laser  Technology 


The  latest  equipment  in  the  field  of  la¬ 
ser  technology  is  now  available  at  Pen¬ 
dleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital. 

The  carbon  dioxide  laser  provides  an 
advantageous  alternative  to  traditional 
surgical  procedures  in  a  wide  range  of 
specialty  areas  for  patients  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center. 

According  to  Ambulatory  Surgery 
Center  Administrator  Michael  Gossman, 
the  carbon  dioxide  laser  is  a  versatile 
surgical  instrument  that  can  be  used  for 
both  diagnostic  and  therapeutic  proce¬ 
dures.  The  device  is  used  for  cutting,  va¬ 
porizing  and  coagulating  tissue. 

When  the  controlled  carbon  dioxide 
beam  interacts  with  tissue,  water  in  the 
cells  absorbs  the  laser  energy.  The  cells 
are  heated  past  the  boiling  point  and 
then  explode  or  vaporize  from  the  steam 
formation.  Because  the  laser  energy  is 
concentrated  into  a  very  small  area,  ad¬ 
jacent  tissue  is  only  minimally  affected. 

The  laser's  versatility  has  proven  ben¬ 
eficial  in  neurosurgery,  gynecology,  oto¬ 
laryngology.  dermatology,  general 
surgery,  podiatry,  orthopedics  and  plas¬ 
tic  surgery.  Examples  of  specific  treat¬ 
ments  include  the  removal  of  bone 
tumors,  spinal  tumors,  polyps  and  cysts 
in  the  throat,  vocal  chord  nodules,  tatoos 
and  the  debridement  of  burns. 

Carbon  dioxide  laser  is  used  extensive¬ 
ly  in  the  field  of  gynecology  with  ad¬ 


vanced  techniques  developing  at  a  rapid 
pace.  Laser  may  be  used  on  an  outpa¬ 
tient  basis  to  treat  ovarian  cysts,  fibroid 
tumors,  pelvic  inflammatory  disease,  en¬ 
dometriosis,  pelvic  adhesions,  pre-can- 
cerous  conditions,  cancer  of  the  cervix 
and  other  conditions. 

Laser  technology  is  becoming  more 
widespread  in  surgeries  where  standard 
clamping  or  tying  techniques  of  control 
of  bleeding  or  excision  are  traumatic, 
time-consuming  or  ineffective:  because 
of  the  diffuse  nature  or  inaccessability  of 
the  problem. 

The  laser  provides  physicians  with 
greater  control  and  accuracy  in  surgical 
techniques  and  enhances  patients’  care 
and  comfort.  Patients  experience  de¬ 
creased  pain  and  better  incisional  heal¬ 
ing  with  less  operative  and  recovery 
time.  The  procedure  additionally  mini¬ 
mizes  the  risk  of  infection  following  sur- 
gery. 

In  most  cases,  laser  surgery  also  of¬ 
fers  a  cost  savings  to  the  patient.  De¬ 
creased  operating  room  time,  the  need 
for  less  anesthesia,  decrease  in  con¬ 
trolled  recovery  drugs  and  the  lack  of  an 
overnight  stay  contribute  to  a  cost  effec¬ 
tive  procedure. 

A  highlight  of  the  new  laser  equip¬ 
ment  is  its  video  capabilities.  A  detailed 
video  tape  of  each  procedure  is  provided 
as  a  tool  for  the  physician  during  surgery 
and  as  part  of  the  patient’s  medical  record. 


Ethnic  Youth  and  Young  Adult  Internship 
Program  June  12- Aug.  4  in  Washington,  D.C 


Noah’s  Ark  Participants 

Around  the  Conference  | 


The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  is  sponsoring  another  Ethnie  Youth 
and  Young  Adult  Internship  Program  in 
Washington,  D.C.  June  12  through  August 
4,  1989. 

This  program  brings  together  United 
Methodist  ethnic  youth  and  young  adults, 
preferably  college  students,  for  summer 
internship. 

Participants  work  in  U.S.  Congressio¬ 
nal  offices/committees  and  other  gov¬ 
ernmental  agencies,  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  and  other  non¬ 
governmental  social  action  organiza¬ 
tions  in  Washington,  D.C.  Those 
participating  also  make  a  commitment 
to  return  to  their  respective  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences  to  be¬ 
come  leaders.  This  enables  the  strength¬ 
ening  of  the  outreach  ministries  of  ethnic 
local  churches. 


Using  completed  application  forms,  a 
Selection  Committee  on  the  staff  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
will  select  16  participants  (eight  men  and 
eight  women). 

The  General  Board  will  provide  the 
following: 

*  Round  trip  transportation  expenses 

*  Housing 

*  $960.00  each  for  living  expenses  for 

the  eight  week  summer  period 

The  participant  will  provide: 

*  His/Her  own  health  insurance 

All  other  expenses  over  and  above 
the  $960.00  stipend 

Applications  are  to  be  submitted  by 
February  15,  1989  to  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  For  additional  in¬ 
formation  and/or  an  application,  you 
may  call  or  write:  Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan, 
527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802, (504) 346-1646. 


-Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  “Focus  on  Evangelism”  for  Per¬ 
kins’  Ministers’  Week,  February  6-8, 
1989,  joins  in  critical  concern  for  a  deep¬ 
er  understanding  of  evangelism,  seen  as 
a  priority  by  church  leaders  and  identi¬ 
fied  by  the  General  Conference  for  the 
United  Methodist  quadrennial  emphasis. 

Conversion,  spirituality,  grace,  and 
justice  are  among  the  motifs  of  evange¬ 
lism  chosen  by  the  three  major  lecturers, 
Dr.  William  J.  Abraham  of  Perkins,  Dr. 
David  Lowes  Watson  of  the  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship,  Nashville,  Tennessee  (former¬ 
ly  at  Perkins),  and  Dr.  William  Pannell 
of  Fuller  Seminary,  Pasadena,  Califor¬ 
nia. 

William  Pannell  explores  the  connec¬ 
tions  between  spirituality  and  evange¬ 


lism,  related  to  the  total  Christian 
enterprise.  David  Watson  brings  broad 
experience  with  a  wide  variety  of 
churches  to  address  the  roots  of  evange¬ 
lism  in  the  power  of  the  Gospel  as  found 
in  the  person  and  promises  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Billy  Abraham  develops  the  rela¬ 
tionship  of  conversion  to  evangelism,  out 
of  a  rich  background  of  philosophy  of  re¬ 
ligion,  Christian  ethics,  and  theology. 

In  addition  to  workshops  on  their  re¬ 
spective  topics  led  by  the  lecturers,  Per¬ 
kins  professors  and  visiting  leaders  will 
explore  biblical,  historical,  missional, 
and  rural  perspectives  on  evangelism. 
Leaders  include  Victor  Furnish,  Neill 
McFarland,  Jose  Palos,  Garry  Parker, 
James  Ward,  and  Mel  West. 


STUDENT  SUNDAY  —  Gonzales  UMu  observed  Student  Sunday  on  November 
29.  The  Youth  of  the  church  were  in  charge  of  the  morning  services.  Those  taking 
part  are  pictured  bottom  row  1.  to  r.  Marc  Reynolds,  Bret  Kuntz,  Ginny  Cambre, 
Becky  Cambre,  Gwen  Francis;  top  row  1.  to  r.  Trey  Reynolds,  Carole  Cambron,  Jen¬ 
ny  Stafford,  Krysti  Dyess  and  Chad  Kuntz.  Not  shown  are:  Shannon  Stafford  and 
Wade  Walker.  Rev.  "Ken”  Jacocks  is  pastor. 


Continuing  Education  Course  Slated  at  Seminary 


The  Continuing  Education  Program  of 
fie  Methodist  Theological  School  will 
resent  a  winter  seminar,  "Church  and 
immunity  Development,”  on  January 
0-31  and  February  13-14.  Dr.  Harold 
flcSwain  will  lead  the  event. 

Participants  in  the  seminar  will  clari- 
y  the  meanings  of  "community,"  paying 
ittention  to  biblical/theological  and  sec- 
ilar  perspectives.  They  will  explore 
vays  that  community  development  is 
arried  out  by  secular  leaders  and  also 
nvestigate  how  the  church  can  partici- 
>ate  in  forming  communities  for  the  fu- 
ure. 

McSwain  is  Professor  of  Church  Ad- 
ninistration  at  the  School,  Executive  Di¬ 


rector  of  the  Center  for  Town  and  Rural 
Ministries  and  national  President  of  the 
United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship.  He 
has  written  on  rural,  agricultural  and 
Appalachian  issues,  communities  and  re¬ 
ligious  life.  His  Appalachia:  Similarities 
to  the  Third  World  is  currently  included 
on  the  reading  list  recommended  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Tuition  for  this  event,  which  carries 
four  continuing  education  units,  is  $180, 
payable  to  the  Methodist  Theological 
School  by  check,  VISA  or  MASTER¬ 
CARD.  For  more  information,  contact 
the  Registrar,  3081  Columbus  Pike,  Dela¬ 
ware.  OH  43015;  (614)  363-1146. 


OPEN  HOUSE  —  An  open  house  was  held  on  Saturday,  December  10  at  the  home 
of  Paul  and  Joanne  White  of  Boyce.  The  purpose  was  to  celebrate  the  Lord  during 
the  Christmas  season,  in  addition  to  fellowship  with  District  members  and  invited 
guests,  and  further  mission  work  supported  by  the  United  Methodist  Women.  An  ar¬ 
ray  of  international  foods  was  enjoyed  by  approximately  100  people.  Through  dona¬ 
tions,  the  event  raised  over  $1,000  for  mission  work  from  the  Alexandria  District, 
United  Methodist  Women. 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.  has  been 
invited  to  serve  as  a  consultant  on  Ethnic 
Education  and  Recruitment  for  Mission 
Personnel  for  the  National  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Dr.  Calvin  is  the  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  New  Orleans-Houma  District. 

The  St.  Paul  UMC  in  Shreveport  re¬ 
cently  awarded  the  CTE  Dixon  Scholar¬ 
ship  to  Ms.  Cheralind  A.  Smith,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eddie  Smith.  The  schol¬ 
arship  which  is  given  in  memory  of  the 
late  Cleon  Tom  Eric  Dixon  is  available 
to  any  worthy  graduating  senior  who  is  a 
member  of  St.  Paul’s  congregation.  Ms. 
Smith,  the  first  recipient  of  the  $1,000 
scholarship,  is  attending  the  University 
of  Southern  California  in  Los  Angeles. 
Rev.  Nathan  Daniels  Jr.  is  pastor. 

Mr.  Carmen  Scialla  has  been  hired  by 
the  St.  John  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  Staff- 
Parish  Relations  Committee  to  replace 
Dr.  Jerry  Davidson  as  Organist/Choir¬ 
master.  Scialla  is  a  doctoral  student  at 
LSU  in  sacred  music  and  piano  and 
brings  outstanding  credentials  to  the  po¬ 
sition.  His  wife,  Ning,  is  also  a  graduate 
student  at  LSU  in  the  field  of  cello.  Mr. 
Scialla’s  first  Sunday  at  St.  John’s  was 
January  1.  Rev.  H.  A.  Harrington  Jr.  is 
pastor. 

Magnolia  UMC  in  Greenwell  Springs 
held  its  Annual  Christmas  Party  Decem¬ 
ber  18.  A  Christmas  pageant  “The  First 
Christmas"  was  presented  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  George  Clark.  Supper  was 
served  and  all  in  attendance  enjoyed  a 
visit  from  a  very  distinguished  guest  by 
the  name  of  Santa  Claus.  Everyone  en¬ 
joyed  fun  and  fellowship.  Rev.  Robert  W. 
Peterson  is  pastor. 

Jefferson  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  sends 
heartfelt  thanks  to  Dr.  Terry  Wright, 
Mark  Hatchell,  and  the  choir  for  the 
beautiful  Christmas  Cantata.  The  church 
also  thanks  Linda  Roberts,  the  children, 
and  all  of  those  who  participated  in  the 
children's  program  for  a  lovely  and  in¬ 
spiring  program.  The  congregation  also 


appreciates  the  delicious  dessert  social 
which  was  organized  by  the  UM  Men. 
Rev.  William  E.  Nolan  is  the  pastor. 

The  Junior  High  Youth  of  First  UMC 
in  Amite  recently  enjoyed  decorating 
Christmas  cookies  which  they  took  to  the 
Amite  Nursing  Home.  The  Youth  sang 
Christmas  carols  upon  distributing  the 
cookies.  The  group  also  went  skating  De¬ 
cember  20  at  Roller  Kingdom  in  Ham¬ 
mond.  Everyone  had  a  great  time.  Rev. 
Ken  Irby  is  pastor. 

The  Festival  Choir  of  First  UMC  in 
Houma  recently  presented  its  special 
Christmas  Music  at  both  services.  The 
Cantata  was  entitled  “A  Christmas  Cele¬ 
bration"  and  was  composed  by  Henry 
Mollicone.  Aside  from  the  choir  and  Don¬ 
na  Melancon  at  the  organ  console,  Dr. 
William  J.  Shinn  played  the  flute  and 
Chris  Antill  played  percussion.  Rick 
Duet,  professor  of  theater  at  Nicholls 
State  University,  was  the  narrator.  Rev. 
J.  Henry  Bowdon  Jr.  is  pastor. 

The  Reverend  Van  Dickens  recently 
preached  at  both  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vices  at  Noel  Memorial  UMC  in  Shreve¬ 
port  on  January  1,  marking  the  occasion 
of  his  last  Sunday  as  Associate  Minister 
at  Noel.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  has  ap¬ 
pointed  Rev.  Dickens  to  serve  as  pastor 
of  the  Greenwood-Bethany  charge.  The 
congregation  is  saddened  at  the  loss  of 
Van,  Kathy,  and  Emily,  and  yet  share  in 
their  excitement  as  the  family  moves  on 
to  a  new  ministry.  Following  the  worship 
services  on  January  1,  everyone  was  giv¬ 
en  the  opportunity  to  express  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  the  Dickens  for  their  ministry 
with  the  church  for  the  past  two  years. 
Rev.  Charles  B.  Simmons  is  pastor  of 
Noel. 

*  *  * 

Governor  Buddy  Roemer  addressed 
the  Power  Lunch  at  First  UMC  in 
Shreveport  of  December  14.  Since  Janu¬ 
ary  of  1987.  the  Power  Lunch  has  been  a 
forum  for  professionals  from  all  walks 
of  life  to  share  the  power  they  find  in  a 
living  God.  Dr.  John  E.  Fellers  is  pastor. 
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Why  ‘clip  and  save’  list  of  UM  legislators? 


- CUP  AND  SAVE - - — - 

United  Methodists  in  101st  Congress 


Alabama 

Sen  Howell  Heflin  (D) 

Rep  William  L  Dickinson  (R).  2nd  Disk 
Rep  Bill  Nichols  <D).  3rd  Dist 


Caltlorala 

Rep  Robert  T  Matsu!  (D>.  3rd  Disk 
Rep  Norman  Y  Mmeta  <D).  13th  Disk 
Rep  Augustus  F  Hawkins  (D).  29th  Disk 
Rep  George  E  Brown  Jr  (D).  J6lh  Dist 

Honda 

Rep  C  W  Bill  Young  (R).  Ith  Disk 
Rep  Tom  Lewis  (R).  12th  Dist 

Georgia 

Sen  Sam  Nunn  (D) 

Rep  Lindsay  Thomas  (D),  1st  Dist 
Rep  Richard  Ray  ID).  3rd  Dist 
Rep  George  Darden  (D).  7th  Disk 
Rep  J  Roy  Rowland  (D).  Ith  Disk 


Idaho 

Sen  James  A  McClure  |R) 

Rep.  Larry  Craig  (R).  1st  Dist 

Illinois 

Rep  Hams  Fawell  (R).  IJth  Dist 
Rep  Terry  Bruce  (D).  I9lh  Dist 


Sen  Richard  G  Lugar(R) 

Rep  Phillip  R  Sharp  (D),  2nd  Disk 
Rep  Jim  Jonlz  (D),  Sth  Dist 
Rep  Lee  Hamilton  ID),  Ith  Dist 


Rep  Neal  Smith  (D).  4th  Dist 


Sen  Robert  Dole  (R) 

Rep  Pat  Roberts  (R),  1st  Dtst 
Rep  Jan  Meyers  (R),  3rd  Dist 


Rep  Jim  McCrery  (R).  4lh  Dist 
Rep  Jerry  Huckaby  (D).  Mb  Disk 
Rep  Richard  Baker  (R),  6th  Dist 
Rep  Jimmy  Hayes  (Dk  7th  Dist 


Sen  Donald  W  RiegleJr  (D) 


New  Jersey 

Rep  Robert  G  Torricelli  (Dk  Ith  Dist 
Rep  Dean  Gallo  (R).  Uth  Dist 
Rep  Jim  Courier  (Rk  12th  Dist 


New  York 

Rep  Thomas  J  Downey  ID),  2nd  Dist 
Rep  Robert  J  Mrazek  (D),  3rd  Dist 
Rep  Norman  F  Lenl  (R).  4th  Dist 


Ohio 

Rep  Clarence  E  Miller  (R),  10th  Dist 
Rep  Chalmers  P  Wylie  (R),  ISth  Dist 
Rep  Louis  Stokes  (D).  21st  Dist 

Oklahoma 

Sen  David  L  Boren  (D) 

Rep  Glenn  English  ID).  6lh  Dist 


South  Carolina 

Rep  Elizabeth  J  Patterson  (D),  4th  Dist 
Rep  Robin  M  Tallon  Jr  (D),  6th  Dist 

Tennessee 

Sen  Jim  Sasser  (D) 

Rep  James  H  Quillen  (R).  1st  Disk 
Rep  Bob  Clement  (D).  5th  Dist 
Rep  Bart  Gordon  (D),  6lh  Dist 


Texas 

Rep  Jim  Chapman  (D),  1st  Dist 
Rep  Charles  Wilson  <D),  2nd  Dist 
Rep  Ralph  M  Hall  (Dk  4th  Dist 
Rep  John  Bryant  (D),  Sth  Dist 
Rep  Joe  Barton  (R),  6th  Dist 
Rep  Jack  Brooks  (D).  9th  Dist 
Rep  J  J  Pickle  (D).  1 0th  Dist 
Rep  Jim  W right  (D).  12th  Dist 
Rep  Bill  Sarpalius  (Dk  I3lh  Dtst 
Rep  Greg  H  Laughlin  (D),  I4lh  Dist 
Rep  Larry  Combest  (Rk  19th  Dist 
Rep  Michael  A  Andrews  (D),  2Slh  Dist 
Rep  Solomon  P  Ortiz  (D),  27th  Dist 


(D)  —  Democrat.  (R)  —  Republican 
- CLIP  AND  SAVE - 


We  hope  you  followed  our  suggestion  in  last  week’s  issue  of 
the  Reporter  to  “clip  and  save”  the  list  of  U.S.  congressional 
representatives  who  are  United  Methodists. 

If  not,  the  box  at  left  offers  a  second  chance.  Here  are  some 
reasons  we  think  you  should  clip  and  save  it: 

•/  It  can  be  used  as  a  list  of  potential  speakers  or  resource 
people  for  church-related  educational  events. 

Don’t  assume  that  every  person  listed  is  an  active  church 
member.  However,  they  have  voluntarily  identified  them¬ 
selves  as  United  Methodists. 

Hence  they  should  be  considered  logical  candidates  to  lead 
or  participate  in  church-sponsored  discussions  and  forums 
dealing  with  the  relationship  of  the  Christian  faith  to  public 
life. 

S  It  can  serve  as  a  prayer  list  for  people  who  hold  great 
public  responsibility  and  with  whom  we  have  at  least  one 
thing  in  common:  our  identity  as  United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tians. 

As  members  of  the  same  household  of  faith,  we  have  a  par¬ 
ticular  responsibility  to  uphold  each  other  in  prayer.  When 
possible,  we  should  fulfill  that  responsibility  by  praying  for 
people  by  name— and  letting  them  know  we  are  doing  so. 

We  may  never  know  how  our  prayers  benefit  them.  But  we 
are  likely  to  benefit  via  a  more  supportive  and  constructive 
attitude  toward  our  legislators  and  a  greater  appreciation  for 
the  complexity  of  their  tasks. 

•/  The  list  is  a  reminder  that  faith  and  politics  are— and 
should  be— interactive  spheres  of  human  life. 

Christianity  applies  to  all  aspects  of  life— personal,  social 
and  political.  We  are  called  to  share  the  faith  with  “all  the 
world,"  including  its  implications  for  public  policy  and  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  common  good. 

Occasional  letters  to  our  legislators  stating  how  we  envision 
those  implications  on  a  specific  issue,  and  inviting  them  to  re¬ 
flect  on  same,  is  a  practical  way  to  remind  both  them  and  us 
of  our  mutual  calling. 

Such  letters  should  indicate  an  awareness  of  guidance  that 
our  faith  provides  for  dealing  with  the  issue  at  hand.  At  a 
minimum,  that  guidance  should  include  the  witness  of  Scrip¬ 
ture.  The  United  Methodist  Theological  Principles,  Social 
Principles  and  Book  of  Resolutions  likewise  are  excellent 
guides  for  applying  our  faith  to  contemporary  issues. 


‘Take  one  little  spot,  and  you  can  make  a  difference’ 


Here  I  Stand 

Rights  leader’s  dream  must  live 


“The  world’s  problems  are  just  too 
big.  Besides,  Jesus  said,  ‘The  poor  will 
always  be  with  you.’  So  why  bother?  The 
little  bit  I  can  do  won't  make  any  real 
difference.” 

We’ve  all  heard  such  expressions,  and 
it's  understandable  if  such  thoughts  have 
crossed  your  mind.  Problems  such  as 
poverty  and  hunger  can  make  any  effort 
to  help,  even  large-scale  efforts  by 
church  and  government-related  agen¬ 
cies,  seem  like  little  more  than  Band- 
Aids  on  a  gaping  wound. 

But  don’t  tell  that  to  Hubert  Bankson. 

For  10  years,  he  and  his  wife,  Marilyn, 
have  been  taking  tons  of  clothing  donat¬ 
ed  by  individuals,  churches,  charities  and 
retailers  in  Illinois  and  Iowa  to  needy 
people  in  Mexico  (see  UMR,  Jan.  6). 

Their  local  church.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Decatur,  Ill.,  donates 
$1,000  annually  toward  expenses.  The 
Banksons  either  accept  donations  for  ad¬ 
ditional  expenses  or  make  up  the  differ¬ 
ence  themselves. 

They  even  turn  the  2,000  mile  round 
trip,  which  they  make  five  or  six  times  a 
year,  into  a  two-way  mission  venture. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


While  in  Mexico,  they  buy  local  crafts 
such  as  woven-reed  baskets.  Then  they 
sell  the  crafts  back  home  and  give  the 
proceeds  to  their  church’s  mission  fund. 

Here’s  how  the  Banksons  spell  out 
their  helping  philosophy: 

“We  can’t  change  all  hunger  and  pov¬ 
erty,  but  you  take  one  little  spot,  and 
you  can  make  a  difference  there.” 

Those  words  are  worth  posting  on  your 
refrigerator.  They  fly  directly  in  the  face 
of  the  “what's  the  use?”  outlook  that  so 
many  of  us  adopt  when  confronting  mas¬ 
sive  human  need. 

And  they  remind  us  that,  even  if  we 
can’t  do  all  that  might  be  desired,  we 
each  can  do  something  significant  within 
our  limited  arenas. 

The  likely  significance  of  that  “some¬ 
thing,”  particularly  when  it  is  done  in  the 
name  and  spirit  of  Christ,  is  like  the 
“widow’s  mite”:  far  greater  than  its 
measurable  size. 

In  reality,  each  of  has  a  “spot”— the 
unique  physical  and  spiritual  circum¬ 
stances  of  our  lives — in  which  we  are 
called  to  make  the  fullest  possible  use  of 
our  God-given  gifts  and  graces  in  service 


to  God  and  others. 

For  some— gifted  leaders,  for  exam¬ 
ple— their  “spot"  may  indeed  be  large, 
perhaps  the  world  itself.  For  most  of  us, 
our  “little  spot”  is  likely  to  be  much 
more  limited:  an  impoverished  village  in 
Mexico  like  the  one  the  Banksons  have 
“adopted,”  a  day-care  center  in  our  own 
community  or  perhaps  even  a  sick  room 
in  our  own  home  caring  for  a  loved  one. 

As  Christians,  we  betray  our  calling  to 
serve  others  “as  we  have  opportunity” 
(Galatians  6:10)  if  we  allow  ourselves  to 
be  intimidated  into  inaction  by  needs  too 
large  for  our  resources. 

Rather,  we  should  follow  the  example 
of  Christians  like  the  Banksons.  Their 
witness,  after  all,  is  the  result  of  answer¬ 
ing  a  call  to  follow  One  who  lived  and 
worked  on  a  very  small  piece  of  Pales¬ 
tinian  real  estate  long  ago  but  whose  life 
continues  to  make  a  world^transforming 
difference. 

When  we  follow  that  example,  the  re¬ 
sult  is  predictable:  a  positive  "differ¬ 
ence”  in  our  lives  and  the  lives  of  others 
and  a  tangible  gain  for  the  kingdom  of 
God. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  arti¬ 
cle  is  the  winning  entry  in  a  recent  es¬ 
say  contest  for  youths  sponsored  by  the 
Central  Illinois  Annual  Conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  on  civil- 
rights  leader  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Monday  is  a  federal  holiday  observing 
Dr.  King’s  birthday.  The  essay  is  re¬ 
printed  with  permission  from  the  Jan.  6 
issue  of  the  Reporter’s  Central  Illinois 
conference  edition. 

By  RYAN  NAFFZIGER 
“Living  the  Dream”  should  be  the  goal 
of  all  Americans  today! 

The  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  had  a 
great  respect  for  and 
deep  understanding 
of  his  followers  and 
of  American  society. 

He  lived  a  life  devot¬ 
ed  to  the  progressive 
well-being  of  his  peo¬ 
ple.  All  people  should 

be  able  to  learn  sev- _ 

eral  important  Ryan  Naffziger 
truths  from  his  teachings. 

•  Dr.  King  believed  that  to  bring 
change  for  the  better,  you  must  fight  for 
what  you  believe  is  right  . . .  and  do  so 
peacefully. 

During  his  long  quest  for  racial  and  to¬ 
tal  human  equality,  he  faced  many  hard¬ 
ships.  Jailed  for  some  of  his  marches  and 
protests,  Dr.  King’s  time  spent  in  impris¬ 
onment  allowed  him  to  focus  his  views 
on  the  future.  His  peaceful,  persuasive 
requests  for  racial  equality  eventually 
contributed  to  the  passage  of  the  U.S. 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  and  the  Voting 
Rights  Act  of  1965. 

•Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  stressed  the 
importance  of  equal  opportunity  and  jus¬ 
tice  for  all. 

Though  most  of  his  messages  were 
aimed  at  supporting  the  black  communi¬ 
ty,  other  minorities  were  quick  to  follow 
his  lead.  American  Indians  and  Hispanics 
also  saw  the  true  meaning  of  his  teach¬ 
ings  for  their  lives. 

Other  groups  supported  Dr.  King  and 
his  pursuit  for  human  equality.  Leading 
labor  forces,  religious  leaders  (both  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  and  Protestant)  and  civil- 
rights  organizations  stood  behind  him  in 
peaceful  marches  on  cities  such  as  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Birmingham,  Ala. 

•  Most  importantly,  Dr.  King  preached 
social,  economic  and  political  equality 
rooted  in  Christian  teachings. 

He  was  a  Baptist  minister  and  son  of  a 
Baptist  minister.  He  showed  deep  concern 
for  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  for 
people  around  the  world.  He  taught  peace 
and  non-violence  through  Christianity  and 
based  many  of  his  beliefs  on  the  teachings 
of  the  greatly  respected  Indian  leader 
Mohandas  K.  Gandhi. 

He  was  greatly  admired 

Dr.  King’s  love  of  the  family  and  hon¬ 
est  principles  gained  him  great  admira¬ 
tion  from  people  of  all  races,  religions 
and  creeds. 

In  the  words  of  a  pro-black  1980s  musi¬ 
cal  group,  Run  DMC,  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  was  out  to  right  "this  world  that’s 


filled  with  hate,  discrimination  and  sin. 
And  people  judging  other  people  by  the 
color  of  their  skin.” 

Dr.  King  worked  and  strove  to  bring 
his  country  and  his  people  one  step  clos¬ 
er  to  complete  harmony  and  to  rid  the 
world  of  racial  discrimination. 

Ironically,  in  light  of  his  teaching  and 
beliefs  about  violence,  he  was  often 
plagued  by  disapproving  opposition  to 
his  rallies  and  demonstrations.  Through¬ 
out  the  course  of  his  works,  he  was  the 
eventual  target  of  injustice  and  violence. 
He  was  stabbed  in  New  York  City  and 
later  stoned  in  Chicago. 

It  is  hard  to  understand  why  this  man 
so  committed  to  peace  and  tranquillity 
had  to  be  a  victim  of  the  vengeance  that 
led  him  to  his  death.  In  1968  Dr.  King  was 
shot  to  death  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

He  won’t  be  forgotten 

Although  Dr.  King  has  been  gone  for 
many  years,  the  memory  of  what  he  ac¬ 
complished  cannot  and  will  not  be  for¬ 
gotten.  He  established  many  precedents 
for  the  people  of  the  world  to  live  by.  His 


By  DORIS  L.  MAZZARA 

An  incident  in  the  childhood  years  of 
my  granddaughter  has  always  seemed  to 
me  to  hold  a  very 
pertinent  lesson  for 
all  who  are  followers 
of  Jesus. 

She  was  a  3-year- 
old  at  the  time  and 
very  interested  in 
our  vital  young  min¬ 
ister.  He  had  become 
someone  with  whom 
she  enjoyed  talking,  and  she  considered 
him  her  friend. 

He  had  asked  the  children  to  call  him 
by  his  first  name,  and  that  she  did.  Thus 
it  was  with  amazement  that  I  heard  her 
answer  to  the  question  I  asked  on  Sun¬ 
day,  "What  part  of  church  did  you  enjoy 
most,  Cindy?” 

Without  hesitation  she  replied,  “When 
the  Lord  came  down  and  talked  to  us 
kids."  She  was  referring,  of  course,  to 
the  children’s  sermon.  The  minister,  in 
his  robes,  had  sat  on  the  floor  with  a  ring 
of  children  about  him. 

A  childish  misconception?  Yes,  an  en¬ 
dearing  example  of  the  naivete  of  a 
small  child.  Of  course  it  was  explained  to 
her  that  it  was  her  friend,  our  minister, 
who  had  been  talking  to  her  and  the  oth¬ 
ers  and  that  he  was  God’s  messenger. 

As  I  thought  of  her  words,  however,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  she  had  voiced  a 
profound  truth.  The  best  part  of  any 
church  service  and  the  most  important 
part  is  when  the  Lord  speaks  to  us— 
whether  through  the  words  of  Scripture, 
the  sermon  His  servant  brings,  the  music 
we  hear  or  the  prayers  we  share. 

Sometimes  the  quiet  beauty  of  the  sane- 


tireless  efforts  inspired  many  to  contin¬ 
ue  his  quest  for  peace  and  civil  rights. 

Today,  it  is  up  to  our  generation  to  ful¬ 
fill  his  dream,  “That  one  day  this  nation 
will  rise  up  and  live  out  its  creed  . . .  that 
all  men  are  created  equal.” 

We,  as  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  members  of  the  religious  communi¬ 
ty,  must  remember  to  continue  this  goal 
of  building  a  bigger  and  brighter  future 
for  our  world.  Through  our  continued  ef¬ 
forts  at  home  and  abroad,  we  can  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty  and  “let  freedom 
ring"  for  all  peoples  through  the  faithful 
preservation  and  support  of  the  dream  of 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Ryan  Naffziger  is  a  high 
school  junior  and  a  member  of  Delavan  i 
United  Methodist  Church.  Delavan,  III. 
(Central  Illinois  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here  I 
Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


tuary  itself  or  the  presence  of  fellow  wor¬ 
shipers  may  bring  God’s  message  to  us. 

How  sad  to  “Go  into  the  house  of  the 
Lord"  and  miss  the  experience  of  His 
having  spoken  to  us  because  we  have  for¬ 
gotten  to  clear  our  minds  of  extraneous 
matters. 

At  another  time,  when  I  complimented 
Cindy  because  she  chose  to  go  to  choir 
practice  rather  than  another  activity 
that  had  been  presented  to  her  in  an  at¬ 
tractive  manner,  she  replied,  “Well, 
Granny,  I  am  doing  it  for  the  Lord.” 

What  a  true  reason  for  entering  into 
any  of  the  activities  of  our  church.  “Do¬ 
ing  it  for  the  Lord”  is  in  fact  the  only 
valid  reason  for  whatever  we  do. 

I  am  reminded  of  the  verses  found  in 
Luke  18:15-17.  Here  Jesus  tells  us  that 
whoever  doesn’t  receive  the  kingdom  of 
God  as  a  little  child  shall  not  enter  it.  In 
worship  and  in  service  we  must  have  a 
humble,  childlike  attitude. 

That  is  true  throughout  the  whole  of 
our  lives.  The  foundation  for  this  kind  of 
life  is  found  in  worship,  prayer,  study 
and  ministry  wherever  there  is  need. 

I  pray  that  each  time  I  enter  any 
church,  I  may  be  as  receptive  to  God’s 
voice  as  a  child.  May  whatever  I  do  be 
done  for  him. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life:  Doris  L.  Mazzara  is  a  member  of  St. 
Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in  Cle¬ 
burne.  Texas  (Central  Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

I  pray  to  hear  God’s  voice 
with  childlike  awareness 


Doris  Mazzara 


May  God  have  mercy  on  ‘liberals’  and  ‘conservatives’! 


To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  Dec.  16  letter  that  stat¬ 
ed  Jesus  was  a  liberal  because  He  fed  the 
hungry,  healed  the  sick  and  showed  con¬ 
cern  for  the  poor  and  downtrodden: 

I  may  be  anything  from  an  arch  conser¬ 
vative  to  a  moderate  (depending  on  whose 
definition  you  choose),  but  I  am  certainly 
not  a  liberal.  Yet  I  believe  in  all  of  the 
things  described  in  that  letter.  So  does  ev¬ 
ery  person  of  goodwill  that  I  know. 

There  is  nothing  conservative  or  liberal 
about  love  and  compassion.  Some  of  the 
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more  conservative  denominations  put  us 
United  Methodists  to  shame  in  this  respect 

True  Christianity  consists  of  both  per¬ 
sonal  piety  and  social  concern.  It  is  un¬ 
fortunate  that  these  have  been  called 
"conservative”  and  “liberal"  character¬ 
istics  by  some  because  it  is  not  Christian¬ 
ity  unless  both  elements  are  present. 

We  must  all  accept  that  Jesus  died  for 
us  and  purchased  our  salvation  on  the 
cross.  But  beyond  that,  there  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  that  we  are  going  to  have  a  theo¬ 
logical  exam  on  the  day  of  judgment. 

What  we  will  have  are  some  very 
tough  questions  about  how  we  treated 
those  in  need.  I  feel  certain  that  there 
will  be  some  in  both  camps  who  will  be 
able  to  give  a  good  account  and  some  in 
both  camps  who  will  be  speechless. 

May  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  us  all  on 
that  day,  liberal  and  conservative  alike! 

Ed  Halfast 
Mertzon,  Texas 

Jesus  was  a  conservative 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  greatly  shocked  to  read  in  Mor¬ 
rison  Rudner's  Dec.  16  Letter  to  the  Edi¬ 
tor  headlined,  “Jesus  was  a  liberal,” 
that,  as  a  conservative  United  Methodist, 
I  was  against  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 

As  a  conservative  I  have  always  be¬ 
lieved  in  feeding  the  hungry,  have  al¬ 
ways  helped  the  Salvation  Army  and  our 
local  food  pantry  and  have  help  support 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
l*ook ,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  wisdom,  and  the  knowledge 
of  the  holy  one  is  insight.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Psalms  9:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  15 
Monday:  Psalms  36:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  36:7-12 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  62:1-7 
Thursday:  Isaiah  62:8-12 
Friday:  John  2:1-11 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  12:1-11 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  12:12-13,  27-31 


otoC  Pontius'  Puddle 


MOW  CAM  I  JUST 
SIT  WERE  WHILE 
THE  WORLD  HAS 
SC  MAWy  NEEDS? 


X  REALLY  SHOULD 
START  EATING- 
LESS  AND 
EXERCISING 
MORE 


MOW  DID  I  GET 
SO  FAR  BEHIND 
IN  MV  TITHING? 


I  MAY  LET  MY 
BODV  GO,  BUT  I 
KEEP  MY  GUILT 
COMPLEX  IN 
GREAT, 

SHAPE  L 


children  overseas  through  World  Vision. 

I  also  believe  in  healing  the  sick,  cloth¬ 
ing  the  naked  and  helping  those  who  are 
less  fortunate.  Believe  it  or  not,  all  my 
conservative  friends  feel  the  same  way. 

I’m  afraid  the  author  of  the  letter  is 
uninformed  about  what  a  conservative 
is.  I  believe  in  defending  my  country  in 
time  of  war.  I  believe  there  are  some 
criminals  who  should  never  be  left  out  of 
prison  to  kill  or  rape  other  people.  I  be¬ 
lieve  in  prayer  in  school  and  that  atheists 
don’t  have  to  participate.  I  believe  in  the 
right  to  protest  as  long  as  it  doesn’t  hurt 
innocent  people. 

The  type  of  person  the  letter  writer  de¬ 
scribes  is  selfish,  greedy  and  anti-social 
and  has  nothing  to  do  with  being  conserva¬ 
tive. 

In  fact,  since  Jesus  didn’t  approve  of 
many  of  the  Roman  Empire’s  liberal 
ideas,  I  believe  he  must  have  been  a  con¬ 
servative.  val  Schreiner 

Orangeville,  Illinois 

He  didn’t  read  far  enough 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  sure  that  Morrison  Rudner’s,  au¬ 
thor  of  a  Dec.  16  letter  headlined,  “Jesus 
as  a  liberal,"  was  reading  his  Bible  cor¬ 
rectly  when  he  said  that  Jesus  tells  us  to 
feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked  and 
visit  those  in  prison. 

Jesus  was  indeed  a  liberal  in  these 
things.  Mr.  Rudner  just  didn’t  read  far 
enough,  or  he  would  have  found  that  Jesus 
ceased  being  a  liberal  where  matters  of 
morals  and  responsibility  were  concerned 
and  became  an  arch  conservative. 

At  no  place  in  the  Bible  will  we  find  that 
Jesus  repealed  the  Ten  Commandments.  If 
we  love  Him,  we  will  keep  God’s  laws  as  a 
basic  requirement  of  discipleship. 

The  social  services  must  follow,  not 
precede  this  obedience.  If  conservatives 
have  forgotten  the  first  part  of  Jesus’ 


comment  to  the  woman  taken  in  adultery 
—  “Neither  do  I  condemn  thee’’  —  and 
remember  only  the  second  part,  then  lib¬ 
erals  remember  only  the  first  part  and 
skip  blithely  over  the  “Go  and  sin  no 
more”  part. 

If  we  replace  our  four  United  Method¬ 
ist  criteria  of  Scripture,  tradition,  reason 
and  experience  with  another  four— em¬ 
pathy,  sympathy,  emotion  and  senti¬ 
ment— we  may  well  fall  into  the  trap  of 
equating  poverty  with  purity  and  igno¬ 
rance  with  innocence. 

That  leads  to  a  theology  so  unbalanced 
as  to  be  in  danger  of  total  collapse  and 
undermines  not  only  United  Methodism 
but  all  of  Christianity. 

Mary  Lou  Maxfield 
Admire,  Kansas 

We  all  have  room  to  grow 

To  the  Editor: 

In  a  letter  to  the  editor  printed  Dec. 
16.  Morrison  Rudner  described  Jesus  as 
a  liberal. 

At  no  point  was  anything  positive  stated 
or  implied  about  conservatives,  so  a  large 


portion  of  our  population  was  excluded. 

Why  can’t  liberals  and  conservatives 
admire  and  follow  the  example  of  Jesus? 
Literally  millions  of  American  conserva¬ 
tives  are  generous  with  their  gifts  of 
money,  volunteer  time  and  compassion. 
Nor  would  we  choose  to  exclude  liberals 
who  do  the  same. 

Not  all  liberals  are  automatically  good, 
nor  are  all  conservatives  automatically 
bad.  We  all  have  room  for  growth  as  we  at¬ 
tempt  to  control  our  human  imperfections. 

Let  us  all  join  hands  together  as  “lov¬ 
ing,  caring  people  of  the  New  Testament 
tradition."  A  generous,  tolerant  and  de¬ 
voted  church  should  do  no  less. 

J.  Murray  Kidd 
Big  Sandy,  Texas 

Author  was  confused 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  16  letter  headlined,  “Jesus 


was  a  liberal,"  demands  a  reply. 

The  author  confuses  liberal  with  gen¬ 
erosity  and  caring.  By  inference  he  de¬ 
fines  conservatives  as  uncaring  and 
un-Christian. 

Liberals  equate  caring  with  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  bureaucratic  government  pro¬ 
grams  providing  everything  from  the 
cradle  to  the  grave.  Conservatives,  on 
the  other  hand,  meet  needs  through  the 
voluntary  response  of  concerned  individ¬ 
uals  who  generously  give  of  their  own 
time,  talent  and  money. 

Conservatives  care  just  as  much  as 
liberals.  We  just  don’t  believe  that  social¬ 
ism  is  the  answer. 

I  doubt  that  Jesus  would  be  either  "lib¬ 
eral”  or  “conservative.”  Rather  our  Sav¬ 
ior  wants  each  of  us  to  be  concerned 
about  our  fellow  human  beings. 

Harold  Warner 

Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 


EVANGELISM? 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  800  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  Fountain  City  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  (Holston  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to  the 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Reporter.  These  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  general 
religious  news  and  opinion  and  are 
mailed  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 


homes  of  all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Knoxville, 
we  say,  "Welcome."  We  hope  you  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other  read¬ 
ers  in  providing  feedback  and  opinion 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  Reporter.” 


Evangelism  is  "bringing  the  good  news."  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  "good  news" 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter,"  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

_ 214/630-6495  _ 
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UM  bishops 
plan  mission 
to  Nicaragua 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— Eighteen  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  from  the  United  States, 
East  Germany  and  the  Philippines,  with 
Methodist  colleagues  in  Central  Ameri¬ 
ca,  will  spearhead  a  “mission  for  peace” 
in  Nicaragua  Jan.  24-27. 

Sponsors  for  the  event  are  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops  of  CIEMAL  (Council 
of  Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  in 
Latin  America.) 

Objectives  of  the  meeting  are: 

•  “To  witness  the  call  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  peace  and  justice,  freedom  and  self- 
determination; 

•  "To  be  in  solidarity  with  the  people 
of  Nicaragua  and  Central  America  in 
their  aspirations  for  a  decent  life 
through  the  sharing  of  the  gospel; 

•  “To  reflect  the  legitimate  urgency  for 
peace,  the  factors  that  hinder  this  process 
and  consequently  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  assure  its  total  implementation.” 

‘Nicaraguan  reality’  visit 

Prior  to  the  gathering  in  Managua, 
participants  will  visit  several  parts  of 
the  country  to  experience  what  planners 
call  "the  Nicaragua  reality”  from  the 
perspectives  of  various  political  and  reli¬ 
gious  organizations. 

A  panel  of  representatives  from  Costa 
Rica,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Hondu¬ 
ras,  Nicaragua  and  Panama  will  discuss 
factors  that  hinder  the  establishment  of 
peace  in  Central  America.  Organization 
of  American  States  Secretary  General 
Soares  will  discuss  the  search  for  peace 
in  Central  America. 

Participants  will  also  have  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  march  for  peace  with  Nicaraguans 
who  will  gather  in  Managua  from  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  country. 

An  “open-air”  service  will  be  held  un¬ 
der  the  banner  “Let’s  Make  Peace  To¬ 
gether.”  Liturgist  will  be  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishops  giving  morning  devotions  dur¬ 
ing  the  event  will  include  Elias  Galvan, 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and  Lloyd  T.  Knox,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala. 

Other  bishops  to  attend 

In  addition  to  Bishops  Dixon,  Galvan 
and  Knox,  United  Methodist  episcopal 
leaders  to  attend  the  event  are:  C.P.  Min- 
nick,  Raleigh,  N.C.;  Melvin  G.  Talbert, 
San  Francisco;  Neil  L.  Irons,  Pennington, 
N.J.;  Joseph  H.  Yeakel,  Silver  Spring, 
Md.;  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Lincoln,  Neb.; 
Kenneth  W.  Hicks,  Topeka,  Kan.;  Robert 
C.  Morgan,  Jackson,  Miss.;  Paul  A.  Gran- 
adosin,  Baguio  City,  Philippines;  W.T. 
Handy  Jr.,  St.  Louis;  Leroy  C.  Hodapp, 
Indianapolis;  Ruediger  R.  Minor,  Dres¬ 
den,  East  Germany;  Felton  E.  May,  Har¬ 
risburg,  Pa.;  Rueben  P.  Job,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa;  Jack  M.  Tuell,  Los  Angeles;  and 
Woodie  W.  White,  Springfield,  Ill. 

Three  of  the  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops— Dixon,  Minnick,  and  Hicks— were 
members  of  a  nine-member,  United 
Methodist  fact-finding  delegation  to  Nic¬ 
aragua  in  1985.  Later  the  Council  of 
Bishops  registered  their  "strong  protest” 
against  U.S.  support  of  contra  activity 
that  they  said  was  bringing  “torture,  ter¬ 
ror  and  death  to  many  innocent  civil¬ 
ians.” 

The  bishops  also  protested  President 
Reagan’s  trade  embargo  and  urged  him 
and  the  U.S.  Congress  to  open  discussions 
with  Nicaragua  "seeking  a  negotiated, 
non-violent  settlement  of  issues  of  con¬ 
flict  that  threaten  peace  between  the  two 
countries.” 

The  General  Conference,  the  1,000- 
member  legislative  body  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  meeting  in  St.  Louis  in  early  1988, 
approved  or  reaffirmed  statements  on 
Central  America. 

Expressing  concern  for  human  rights, 
the  delegates  called  on  the  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  to  recognize  the  conflict  in  that  re¬ 
gion  as  struggles  for  human  rights  and 
self-determination  rather  than  confron¬ 
tations  between  the  superpowers  of  East 
and  West. 


Peace  prize  given 

ENNISKILLEN,  Northern  Ireland 
(UMNS)— Irish  Methodist  Gordon 
Wilson  has  received  the  1988  World 
Methodist  Peace  Prize.  Bishop  Lawi 
Imathiu  of  Kenya,  president  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  and  the 
Rev.  Joe  Hale,  council  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  presented  the  prize  in  a  recent 
ceremony  in  Enniskillen.  Mr.  Wilson 
was  honored  for  his  example  of 
“peace  and  reconciliation"  by  refus¬ 
ing  to  bear  bitterness  for  the  bomb¬ 
ers  who  killed  his  daughter,  Marie, 
on  Nov.  8,  1987. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


UMR  ART  BY  TOM  GIBSON 

A  history  of  the  civil  rights  struggle  within  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  significant  part  played  by  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  are  depicted  in 
this  art.  From  the  time  of  protests  in  1968,  the  UMC  has  seen  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  national  and  juris¬ 
dictional  convocations  on  racism  and  the  election  of  black,  Hispanic  and 
Asian  bishops  in  predominantly  white  jurisdictions. 


War  against  racism  ‘not  over’ 


UMC  must  work  to 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Had  a  bottle  flung  in  anger  connected 
with  its  intended  target  20  years  ago,  The 
United  Methodist  Church  could  have  lost 
a  civil-rights  leader  and  future  bishop. 

Fortunately  for  him  and  the  church, 
the  bottle  missed  the  young  black  clergy¬ 
man  who  became  Bishop  Woodie  W. 
White  (Illinois  Area). 

The  church  has  come  "light  years” 
since  the  spring  of  1968,  Bishop  White  re¬ 
cently  told  the  Reporter.  That  was  just 
before  the  assassination  of  the  Rev.  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King  Jr.,  whose  birthday  will 
be  observed  Jan.  16. 

The  main  difference  between  today  and 
1968,  said  Bishop  White,  is  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  no  longer  seems  to  feel 
the  same  urgency  to  fight  racism. 

Publishing  house  picketed 

That  turbulent  spring  in  ’68  was  when 
Bishop  White,  then  a  pastor  in  Detroit, 
and  several  others  decided  to  picket  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville. 

“Our  perception  was  that  the  publish¬ 
er  at  that  time  was  not  open  to  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  blacks,”  Bishop  White  said. 
'While  we  were  picketing,  a  bottle  was 
thrown  from  a  window  of  the  publishing 
house.  It  came  quite  close  to  my  head.” 

1968  held  more  significance  for  Woo¬ 
die  White— and  the  United  Methodist 
Church— than  just  a  flying  bottle. 

In  the  midst  of  the  civil-rights  struggle 
in  America,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  1968 
General  Conference,  which  formed  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Bishop  White  was  an  author  of  church 
legislation  passed  in  1968  that  created  the 
Fund  for  Reconciliation.  That  fund  fi¬ 
nanced  creation  of  the  Black  Community 
Developers  program  within  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  unofficial 
black  caucus  known  as  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal  and  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

Bishop  White  served  as  chief  executive 
of  the  religion  and  race  commission  for 
16  years. 


keep  gains ,  says  Bi. 


Related  essay,  page  2 


Elected  a  bishop  in  1984,  he  has  contin¬ 
ued  to  be  a  leader  in  the  church’s  struggle 
to  eliminate  racism.  His  administration  of 
the  Illinois  Area  has  been  marked  by  sev¬ 
eral  cross-racial  pastoral  appointments. 

In  December  1988  he  was  keynote 
speaker  at  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion’s  racism  convocation. 

Bishop  White  said  the  memory  of  the 
flying  bottle  intruded  “not  at  all”  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1988  when  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  UM  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
another  Nashville-based  agency. 

Instead,  he  said,  his  attention  was  on 
his  goals  for  the  board  and  on  his  hope 
that  other  United  Methodist  leaders 
would  recognize  that  apparent  gains  do 
not  mean  that  racism  is  conquered. 

"Twenty  years  ago  we  were  still  white 
and  black  churches,”  Bishop  White  said. 
"There  was  almost  no  acknowledgment 
of  the  equality  of  place  for  Hispanics, 
Native  Americans  or  Asians.  They  were 
invisible  in  denominational  life.” 

Now,  said  the  bishop,  “We’ve  changed 
our  whole  mindset. 

“In  the  last  20  years  we’ve  seen  a  ris¬ 
ing  degree  of  sensitivity  to  racial  plural¬ 
ism  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Twenty  years  ago  we  weren’t  sure  if  seg¬ 
regation  could  be  eliminated.  Now  no 
one  would  dare  say  segregation  ought  to 
be  practiced  at  any  level.” 

3  changes  cited 

Among  significant  accomplishments 
during  the  past  20  years,  Bishop  White 
cited: 

•Election  of  black  bishops  like  him¬ 
self  in  predominantly  white  jurisdictions. 

•"Great  care”  taken  to  ensure  ade¬ 
quate  multiracial  representation  on  na¬ 
tional  boards  and  agencies. 

•  National  and  jurisdictional  convoca¬ 
tions  on  racism. 

"The  difficulty  is  that  these  general- 
church  gains  are  not  automatically  sus- 


top  Woodie  White 

tained  at  the  annual  conference  and 
local-church  levels,"  Bishop  White  added. 

"We  tend  to  forget  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  leadership  is  con¬ 
stantly  changing.  Sensitizing  people  to 
racism  continues  to  be  necessary,  even 
though  it  seems  redundant,  because 
there  are  large  numbers  of  people  con¬ 
fronting  the  realities  of  racism  for  the 
first  time.” 

The  church  has  a  responsibility  to 
stand  against  the  recent  resurgence  of 
racism  in  society.  Bishop  White  said. 

Racism  still  exists 

The  increase  of  racial  violence  among 
young  people  is  ample  evidence  of  the  con¬ 
tinued  existence  of  racism,  he  asserted. 
That’s  why  he  sees  racism  education  of 
young  and  old  as  an  important  ministry 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church  today. 

Bishop  White  said  he  participated  in 
an  example  of  such  education  in  July 
1988  at  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  an  agency  cited  for  alleged  racism 
in  its  employment  practices. 

The  board's  staff  had  its  own  convoca¬ 
tion  on  racism,  an  event  Bishop  White 
said  he  felt  was  “well  done." 

"There  is  a  clear  commitment  on  the 
part  of  the  general  secretary  [the  Rev. 
Ezra  Earl  Jones]  and  his  staff  to  be  more 
intentional  about  eliminating  racism,” 
Bishop  White  said. 

“And  of  course,  the  board  itself  is  more 
inclusive  than  ever.  I’m  encouraged.  I 
think  we’ll  see  a  new  day  for  that  board." 

Reawakening  other  United  Methodists 
to  the  continued  existence  of  racism  is 
urgent,  he  added. 

"The  possibility  looms  large  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  will  lose  prog¬ 
ress  in  helping  the  white  majority  un¬ 
derstand  that  race  is  still  a  problem  in 
the  nation  and  the  church,"  Bishop  White 
said.  "People  see  the  black  bishops,  an 
Asian  bishop,  a  Hispanic  bishop,  and  they 
feel  it’s  over. 

“What  they  don’t  understand  is  that 
we’ve  won  some  battles,  but  the  war’s 
far  from  being  over.” 


Universal  may  resurrect  ‘Last  Temptation  of  Christ’ 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  object  of  one  of  1988’s  biggest  reli¬ 
gious  controversies,  the  film  “The  Last 
Temptation  of  Christ,”  apparently  has  a 
new  lease  on  life. 

A  theatrical  re-release  and  videotape 
release  of  the  film  are  scheduled  in  the 
near  future. 

Also  likely  is  a  continued  boycott  of  all 
entertainment  commodities— including 
films,  videotapes,  records  and  tourist  at¬ 
tractions— made  or  operated  by  the 
film’s  producer,  Universal  Pictures. 

The  controversial  film,  directed  by 
Martin  Scorsese,  is  based  on  a  1951  novel 
by  the  Greek  author  Nikos  Kazantzakis. 
The  movie  has  been  condemned  as  both  a 
"hornswoggle”  for  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  marketed  and  a  “boondoggle”  for 
its  failure  at  the  box  office. 

The  motion  picture  touched  off  nation¬ 
wide  protests  and  boycotts  among  Chris¬ 
tians  offended  by  its  portrayal  of  Jesus  as 
a  weak,  vacillating,  lustful  human. 

Greek  Christians  rioted  in  protest  of 
the  film  in  October. 

The  production  was  banned  in  Colom¬ 
bia,  South  Africa,  India  and  Israel. 

Re-release  expected 

The  Reporter  learned  recently  that 
Universal  Pictures  intends  to  re-release 
the  film  around  the  time  of  Academy 
Award  and  Golden  Globe  nominations. 
Those  nominations  typically  occur  in 
January  or  February. 

One  source  indicated  the  theatrical  re- 
release  may  occur  in  April. 

A  spokeswoman  for  “Variety,”  an  en¬ 
tertainment  industry  publication,  said 
that  as  of  Dec.  20,  “The  Last  Temptation 
of  Christ”  was  playing  in  only  one  theater' 
in  Los  Angeles  and  had  completed  its  run 
elsewhere  throughout  the  country. 

“Variety”  research  showed  that  "The 
Last  Temptation  of  Christ"  had  been  re¬ 
leased  in  only  five  of  the  publication’s  20 
survey  markets.  “Variety”  also  estimated 
that  the  film  was  shown  in  only  about  15  of 
60  major  markets  around  the  United 
States.  Some  estimates  indicate  it  played  in 
130  of  13,000  possible  U.S.  movie  theaters. 


UMR  News  Analysis 


“Variety”  reported  that  the  film’s  gross 
income  was  nearly  $3.9  million  through 
Nov.  22. 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  American  Family  Association 
in  Tupelo,  Miss.,  told  the  Reporter  Jan.  6 
that  sources  at  Universal  estimated  the 
film  grossed  $7.9  million. 

“The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  cost 
about  $6.5  million  to  make,  according  to 
"Time”  magazine.  Industry  sources  told 
the  Reporter  the  film’s  post-production, 
distribution  and  promotion  ran  about  $10 
million  more. 

Allen  Sutton,  Universal’s  primary  pub¬ 
licist  for  “The  Last  Temptation  of 
Christ,"  didn’t  respond  to  the  Reporter’s 
telephone  attempt  to  verify  these  figures. 

Reasons  for  response  unclear 

Whether  audiences  stayed  away  from 
the  film  because  of  the  boycott  or  be¬ 
cause  they  accepted  reports  about  the 
film’s  ponderous,  violent  nature  is  im¬ 
possible  to  determine. 

However,  at  least  one  protest  leader, 
Mr.  Wildmon,  has  claimed  “decisive  vic¬ 
tory”  over  Universal  as  a  result  of  the 
boycott. 

Mr.  Wildmon  spearheaded  a  national 
protest  drive  by  mailing  2.5  million  pack¬ 
ets  containing  sample  protest  letters  and 
petitions  against  the  film.  Altogether,  he 
said,  his  organization  distributed  4  million 
petitions  against  the  film. 

He  also  distributed  protest  announce¬ 
ments  to  700  Christian  radio  stations  and 
produced  a  television  special  distributed 
to  about  50  Christian  TV  stations. 

Mr.  Wildmon  told  the  Reporter  his  or¬ 
ganization  estimated  “millions”  of  re¬ 
sponses  to  its  boycott  campaign  by  the 
program  logs  of  television  and  radio  sta¬ 
tions  that  ordered  video  and  audio  tapes 
from  the  American  Family  Association; 
by  correspondence  received  from  others 
involved  in  the  campaign;  and  by  12,000 
telephone  calls  received  on  the  organiza¬ 


tion’s  two  long-distance  lines  during  a 
three-week  period. 

Mr.  Wildmon  also  denied  secular  me¬ 
dia  reports  that  the  campaign  had 
reaped  millions  of  dollars  in  donations 
for  his  organization,  but  he  declined  to 
say  exactly  how  much  money  was  spent 
on  the  protest. 

“We  used  money  we  had  set  aside  for  a 
major  network  television  effort  to  fund 
the  campaign  against  ‘The  Last  Tempta¬ 
tion  of  Christ,’  ”  he  said.  "You  may  read 
•in  secular  publications  that  we  made 
millions.  I  wish  it  were  true.  It  was  a 
drain  on  us,  and  we  now  have  no  reserves 
left.” 

The  January-March  1989  issue  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  "Light”  magazine  urges 
readers  to  continue  to  boycott  Universal 
Pictures  by  refusing  to  purchase  its  video¬ 
tapes  of  films.  These  include  not  only  “The 
Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  but  also  the 
enormously  popular  Steven  Spielberg 
fantasy,  “E.T.:  The  Extraterrestrial.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  his  organization  also 
plans  to  continue  to  boycott  Universal 
but  not  as  a  major  effort. 

"From  time  to  time  we’ll  remind  peo¬ 
ple  the  boycott  is  still  going  on,”  he  said. 

Some  support  film 

Not  all  Christians  have  opposed  the 
film.  The  Rev.  Robert  Maddox,  an  Amer¬ 
ican  Baptist  minister  who  is  an  official 
with  Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State,  was  among  those  who 
previewed  the  production  in  July. 

“The  inner  struggle  [Kazantzakis  and 
Scorsese]  portray  Jesus  having— the 
questioning,  the  desire  for  a  real  life,  the 
lack  of  desire  to  die  on  the  cross— really 
resonated  with  me,”  Mr.  Maddox  is 
quoted  as  saying  in  the  July  14  issue  of 
the  “Los  Angeles  Times.”  “When  I  was  a 
pastor,  I  preached  that.  I  felt  Jesus  real¬ 
ly  did  have  those  struggles.” 

The  “Christian  Century’’  magazine 
ranked  the  film  and  its  controversy  as  the 
seventh  biggest  religion  news  story  of  1988. 

Commenting  upon  the  film’s  impact, 
the  magazine  said:  “Religious  opponents 
unwittingly  promoted  the  film  more  than 
Universal  Pictures;  evangelicals  and 


‘Solidarity’  is  Women’s  Decade  goal 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Talents  and  needs  of 
women  will  be  recognized  by  churches 
worldwide  during  the  next  10  years. 

The  effort,  initiated  last  Easter  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  is  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  Decade  for  Churches  in  Solidari¬ 
ty  with  Women  1988-1998. 

Co-chairpersons  of  the  ecumenical  de¬ 
cade’s  U.S.  Committee,  which  will  pro¬ 
vide  guidance  for  local  churches,  are 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Forrest  Stith  of 
Syracuse,  N.Y.,  and  Mary  Ann  Lundy,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Women’s  Ministry  Unit  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (USA). 

According  to  Bishop  Stith,  churches 
too  long  have  taken  the  contributions  of 
women  for  granted:  "They  are  . . .  al¬ 
ways  expected  to  fill  a  role, . . .  their  em¬ 
powerment  always  taken  for  granted. 
The  decade  will  make  us  focus  on  what 
has  not  been  done  to  empower  women— 
where  they  are  hurting,,  where  they  are 
limited,  where  they  are  oppressed." 

"The  name  itself  is  critical— to  be  in 
solidarity  with  women,"  added  commit¬ 
tee  member  Ellen  Kirby,  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  secretary,  Christian  Social 
Relations,  Women's  Division  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


“The  decade  will 
focus  on  what  has  not 
been  done  to  empower 
women — where  they 
are  limited,  where  they 
are  oppressed.” 

— Bishop  Forrest  Stith 


The  1988  United  Methodist  General  Con- 
ference  made  an  official  commitment  to 
the  decade,  and  the  Women’s  Division  has 
pledged  financial  and  other  support. 

The  observance  of  the  decade  is  a  follow¬ 
up  to  the  World  Council’s  "years  of  initia¬ 
tive  in  this  area,”  according  to  a  committee 
member,  the  Rev.  Nancy  Grissom  Self, 
who  is  also  a  member  of  the  general  secre¬ 
tariat  of  the  United  Methodist  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

“The  issues  related  to  women  are  not 
limited  to  any  denomination  or  any  na¬ 
tion,"  she  said.  "They  are  global  and  ecu¬ 
menical  in  nature.” 

The  World  Council  conducted  a  1978-81 
study  on  “The  Community  of  Women  and 


Men  in  the  Church,”  and  the  council’s 
Sixth  Assembly  in  Vancouver  in  1983 
urged  both  the  council  and  the  more 
generalized  ecumenical  movement  to 
make  women’s  issues  and  viewpoints  a 
focus  in  all  departments  and  programs. 

In  1987,  the  Ecumenical  Decade  of 
Churches  in  Solidarity  with  Women  be¬ 
came  the  council’s  response  to  the  U.N. 
Decade  for  Women  and  its  follow-up  to 
the  previous  study. 

Stated  purposes  of  the  decade  are: 

✓  Empowering  women  to  challenge 
oppressive  structures  in  the  global  com¬ 
munity,  in  their  own  countries  and  in 
their  churches; 

✓  Affirming— through  leadership  and 
decision-making,  theology  and  spiritual¬ 
ity— the  decisive  contributions  of  women 
in  churches  and  communities; 

✓  Giving  visibility  to  women’s  per¬ 
spectives  and  actions  in  the  world  and 
struggle  for  justice,  peace  and  the  integ¬ 
rity  of  creation; 

/  Enabling  churches  to  free  them¬ 
selves  from  racism,  sexism,  classism, 
and  teachings  and  practices  that  dis¬ 
criminate  against  women; 

/  Encouraging  churches  to  take  ac¬ 
tions  in  solidarity  with  women. 


Catholic  bishops  reproved  it,  while  blast¬ 
ing  the  mean-spirited  protesters;  ‘Time,’ 
acknowledging  the  movie’s  impact,  devot¬ 
ed  six  pages  to  examining  the  historical 
Jesus;  and  liberal  churchpeople  accepted 
it  as  a  mass-mediated  sermon  and  called 
for  a  fresh  look  at  Christology.” 

Among  the  most  cogent  comments  on 
the  controversy  was  one  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Woodie  W  White  (Illinois 
Area). 


Contending  that  Jesus  needs  "witness¬ 
es,  not  defenders,”  Bishop  White  put  the 
issue  into  perspective  in  September  in 
his  weekly  column  in  the  Central  Illinois 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter: 

"Jesus  will  not  be  more  or  less  divine 
by  what  or  how  he  is  portrayed  by  Holly¬ 
wood.  A  long  time  ago  a  mob  and  a  gov¬ 
ernment  tried  to  destroy  him,  and  they 
failed.  I  doubt  that  a  two-hour  movie  will 
succeed  today.” 


CATCH  THE  SPIRIT’  PHOTO 


Civil  rights  struggle  remembered 

NEW  YORK— The  civil  rights  movement  would  not  have  happened  with¬ 
out  the  church— specifically  the  black  church,  says  the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Low¬ 
ery  (left),  president  of  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference  and 
pastor  of  Cascade  United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta.  Mr.  Lowery  remi¬ 
nisces  about  the  civil  rights  struggle  with  co-host  Hilly  Hicks  (right)  on 
“Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  weekly  television  pro¬ 
gram.  Mr.  Hicks’  interview  with  Mr.  Lowery  will  be  seen  on  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  during  the  week  of  Jan.  15  in  observance  of  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.’s  birthday.  Check  local  listings  for  time  and  channel. 


i  CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138.  Wavnesville,  NC  28786 
(704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

enhance /develop  comprehensive  choral  and  bell 
choir  program.  Also,  Program  Director  to  train 
leadership,  provide  growth  ideas  for  church  school. 
1400-member  church.  Both  positions  open  now. 
Send  resume,  references  to:  First  United  Method- 
ist  Church,  1100  Central,  Hot  Springs,  AR  71901,  or 
call  (501)  623-6668  collect.  Ask  for  senior  pastor. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton,  TX  78358. 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street,  San  Francis¬ 
co,  CA  94109  (415)  673-6768. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  YOUTH/EDUCATION 
Director,  Community  United  Mthodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  907,  Nome,  Alaska.  For  information  or 
application  with  resume  write:  Search  Committee 
or  call  (907)  443-2865. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson,  MS  39216  (601)  981-1981 

OPPORTUNITY  TO  HELP  PEOPLE  while  earn¬ 
ing  good  income.  American  Safety  Products  has 
several  openings  in  your  area  as  "Health/Safety 
Consultants".  Earn  $200,  $300,  $500  per  week  and 
more,  part-time/full-time.  No  investment!  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary!  Call:  Angie,  (615)  478-1126, 
10:00  A.M.-  5:00  P.M. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 

"COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock- 
ies".  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 
family  reunions,  etc  Programming/ resource  staff 
and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt.  Box  38,  Woodland 
Park.  CO  80866  (719)  687-9038. 

VISIT  CHINA.  HONG  KONG  AND  SEOUL,  16 
days,  six  cities  in  China,  May  16-June  1,  1989. 
For  brochure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion,  Box  1058,  Clarks  Mills,  PA  16114.  (412)  253- 
2216. 

FOR  RENT:  2720  SQUARE  FOOT  4  bedroom 
executive  home.  Albuquerque.  New  Mexico.  Ex¬ 
cellent  for  those  wishing  to  explore  SW  area  be¬ 
fore  purchasing  permanent  home.  (505) 
255-5060. 

FACILITATION  AND  STRATEGIC  planning  ser¬ 
vices  available  for  a  variety  of  needs.  Specialty 
is  consultation  with  local  churches  planning  new 
facilities,  developing  a  congregational  story, 
mission  plan  and  strategies  and  an  architectural 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church.  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with 
a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons’  avail¬ 
able.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’  National  Re¬ 
ferral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Huntington,  WV 
25706-0036. 

program  proposal  outlining  for  the  architect  the 
facility  needs  that  spring  from  story  and  mis¬ 
sion.  These  pre-architeetural  services  available 
from  Triangle  Consultants,  Ltd.,  1008  So.  Cherry 

St.  C302,  Denver.  CO  80222.  (303)  782-0257.  Ter¬ 
rence  C.  Wright,  President. 

PAGE  4 

Deacons 

Churches  urged  to  value  ministry 
of  workers  known  as  ‘servants’ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  UPPER  SAND  MOUNTAIN  PARISH 


SYLVANIA,  Ala.— Alabama  farmer  Ed  Rains  talks  with  the  Revs.  Fred 
and  Dorothy  Webster  about  the  increasing  problem  of  foreclosures  to 
farms  in  his  state.  The  Websters  are  United  Methodist  agricultural  chap¬ 
lains  who  counsel  farmers  like  Mr.  Rains  at  The  Upper  Sand  Mountain  Par¬ 
ish  in  the  North  Alabama  Conference. 

Cooperative  parish  helps 
stricken  Alabama  farmers 


By  TOM  DORRIS 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

IRVING.  Texas— A  strong  call  for  the 
church  to  support  its  various  diaconal 
ministers  and  to  value  diaconal  ministry 
came  from  a  recent  national,  ecumeni¬ 
cal  consultation,  “Deacons  in  Service: 
Human  Needs  Shaping  Ministry.” 

Someday,  “we  won’t  need  ‘deacon-un-j 
der-glass’ "  and  “we  won't  have  to  be  in¬ 
spected.  dissected  or  suspected,”  was 
how  United  Methodist  diaconal  minister 
Rena  Yocom  voiced  that  concern.  She 
serves  a  large  Presbyterian  congrega¬ 
tion  near  Kansas  City. 

She  told  of  a  fellow  student  in  seminary 
who  had  planned  to  enter  the  diaconate 
but  who  changed  her  mind  and  decided  in¬ 
stead  to  seek  ordination  as  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  elder  and  thus  probably  to  become  a 
pastor  in  a  congregation. 

“The  community  cheered  and 
clapped,”  Ms.  Yocom  recalled,  when  her 
colleague  announced  her  new  vocation. 

Ms.  Yocom  said  she  dreams  of  a  time 
when  "someone  will  announce  that  they 
want  to  become  a  deacon,  and  the  whole 
church  will  cheer  and  celebrate.” 

“I  have  a  dream  that  someday  people 
won't  have  to  ask.  What’s  a  deacon? 
How  come  you’re  not  a  real  minister? 
Could  you  be  if  you  wanted  to?’”  she 
said. 

Like  several  other  denominations. 
United  Methodism  is  studying  its  minis¬ 
try,  including  the  place  of  diaconal  min¬ 
isters,  deaconesses,  deacons,  and  home 
missionaries  in  it. 

Too  busy  ‘doing’  to  study 

Ms.  Yocom,  a  veteran  of  almost  two 
decades  of  such  ministry  study,  said  she 
dreams  of  a  day  when  “the  church  won’t 
have  time  to  study  ministry  (because)  it 
will  be  too  busy  doing  it.” 

Another  speaker  at  the  consultation, 
James  Barnett,  referred  to  a  transitional 
diaconate— people  becoming  deacons  as 
a  step  to  another  form  of  ministry— “no 
diaconate  at  all”  and  urged  that  it  be 
abolished. 

Mr.  Barnett,  an  Episcopal  priest  from 
Nebraska  and  author  of  "The  Diaconate: 


By  LAWRENCE  A.  MOFFET 

CLEVELAND,  Ohio— “High  Church’’ 
and  “Hallelujah  Church"  took  giant  steps 
closer  to  each  other  recently  at  a  United 
Methodist  convocation  on  the  1989  hymnal. 

The  event,  entitled  “Then  Sings  My 
Soul,”  was  also  the  quadrennial  convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  Order  of  Saint  Luke,  a  group 
of  United  Methodists  best  known  as  litur¬ 
gical  traditionalists,  often  self-identified 
as  “high-church  types.” 

But  at  this  convocation,  the  speakers 
billed  the  new  hymnal  and  its  worship 
services  as  something  that  will  speak  “in 
the  heart  language  of  the  people.” 

Some  participants  worshiped  with  out¬ 
stretched  hands,  often  thought  of  as  a 
style  of  worship  for  charismatics. 

Others  interrupted  speakers  and 
preachers  with  shouts  of  “Amen!”— a  di¬ 
rect  adaptation  of  the  style  of  some 
black  congregations. 

And  the  Order  of  Saint  Luke’s  abbot 
(leader)  wore  a  collar — a  button-down, 
blue  Oxford  collar  and  tie,  that  is! 


Black  clergywomen  to  form 
advocacy,  support  group 

FREEPORT,  Bahamas  (UMNS)— The 
end  result  of  the  recent  first-ever 
churchwide  gathering  of  black  United 
Methodist  clergywomen  was  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  formal  advocacy  and  support 
group,  to  be  related  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  black  caucus. 

Some  125  participants  voted  to  form  a 
churchwide  network  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  black  clergywomen,  to  be  convened 
in  March  in  Chicago  by  retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly.  The 
network  will  seek  affiliation  with  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal. 

Major  emphases  will  be  establishing  a 
newsletter,  strengthening  ties  with  black 
women  ministers  in  Africa  and  the  Ca¬ 
ribbean,  increasing  visibility  at  every 
level  of  the  denomination’s  structure, 
and  political  advocacy  in  church  and 
community  arenas  for  black  clergywo¬ 
men  and  the  communities  they  serve. 

Special  newsletter  offers 
guides  on  lay  ministry 

NASHVILLE  (UMR)— "Notes  for  Lay 
Leaders,"  a  publication  of  the  UM  Board 
of  Discipleship’s  Section  on  the  Ministry 
of  Laity,  has  published  its  only  edition 
for  1989 

The  special  issue,  titled  “A  Guide  for 
Annual  Conference  and  District  Lay 
Leaders,”  is  intended  to  serve  as  an  over¬ 
all  guide  for  the  1989-92  quadrennium. 

The  issue  also  includes  guidelines  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  section  on  the  potential  of 
all  lay  people  to  minister  to  others  in 
their  daily  lives.  Centers  outside  the 
United  Methodist  Church  that  serve  as 
resources  on  the  ministry  of  the  laity 
also  are  listed. 

Memphis  conference  sends  tons 
of  gifts  to  Methodists  in  Jamaica 

MEMPHIS— A  full-scale  relief  effort 
for  Methodists  on  the  hurricane-racked 
island  of  Jamaica  was  literally  “off  the 
ground"  in  a  matter  of  weeks,  thanks  to 
concerned  United  Methodists  in  the 


A  Full  and  Equal  Order,”  a  major  study 
in  the  field,  said  deacons  who  remain  in 
that  office  for  life,  or  at  least  for  many 
years,  can  be  a  "powerful  symbol  to  hold 
up  before  all  the  baptized  that  we  are 
called  to  be  servants.” 

The  consultation  noted  the  wide  vari¬ 
ety  of  forms  in  which  the  diaconate  (the 
word  is  related  to  “diakonia,”  a  Greek 
word  for  service)  exists  in  the  church. 

/  Diaconal  ministers  have  various 
names. 

/  Some  are  paid,  others  work  for 
free. 

S  Some  are  employed  by  the  church, 
but  others  aren’t. 

Y  Some  work  part-time,  while  others 
work  full-time. 

The  term  describing  what  happens 
when  people  become  diaconal  ministers 
varies.  They  are  elected,  installed,  or¬ 
dained,  consecrated,  set  apart  and  com¬ 
missioned. 

Some  are  endorsed  for  diaconal  ser¬ 
vice  in  one  congregation  for  a  limited 
time.  Others  hold  office  for  life  and  are 
recognized  as  deacons  as  they  move 
from  one  congregation  to  another. 

Despite  such  differences,  participants 
identified  elements  common  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  manifestations  of  the  diaconate. 

‘Servant  ministry’  signified 

At  least  in  theory,  the  diaconate  gener¬ 
ally  signifies  “servant  ministry,”  with  an 
accent  on  justice  and  social  service. 

Participants  also  cited  the  importance 
of  linking  such  ministry  with  the  worship 
life  of  a  congregation. 

Participants  visited  diaconal  ministry 
sites  in  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  area,  in¬ 
cluding  congregations,  shelters,  hospi¬ 
tals,  jails,  food  banks,  and  ministry 
coalitions. 

The  consultation  was  sponsored  by  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  and  hosted  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Fort  Worth. 

Mr.  Dorris  of  Geneva,  Switzerland,  is 
editor  of  Ecumenical  Press  Service  for 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 


Preaching  at  the  opening  commqnion 
service,  the  abbot — the  Rev.  Michael 
O’Donnell— said,  “Tradition  needs  to  be 
a  door,  not  a  wall." 

Is  this  a  shift  in  the  order’s  identity? 

“Not  so  much  a  shift  as  an  evolution," 
said  Mr.  O’Donnell.  "Many  people  have 
perceived  the  order  as  setting  up  walls, 
high  walls.  ‘High  Church’  walls,  that  peo¬ 
ple  had  to  get  over  in  order  to  maintain 
the  faith.” 

The  Order  of  Saint  Luke  is  clear  that 
this  is  not  the  way  to  worship,  he  said. 

“Our  goal  is  not  ‘correct  liturgy.’  Our 
goal  is  faithfulness  to  God.  We  worship 
God.  We  do  not  worship  our  worship,” 
said  Mr.  O’Donnell. 

The  Order  of  Saint  Luke  has  450  mem¬ 
bers,  an  all-time  high  since  its  founding 
in  1946. 

Mr.  Moffet  is  director  of  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  United  Methodist  East  Ohio 
Conference  and  editor  of  the  conference 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er. 


Memphis  Annual  Conference. 

The  Memphis  conference  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  said  the  proj¬ 
ect  was  so  successful  that  it  took  an  Air 
National  Guard  C-130  cargo  plane  to  hold 
the  15.7  tons  of  supplies  collected  for  Ja¬ 
maica  last  month. 

In  Jamaica,  the  Rev.  Lindley  Rankine,  a 
Methodist  minister,  was  scheduled  to  dis¬ 
tribute  the  supplies  and  gifts.  Officials  of 
the  Memphis  Conference  said  Jamaican 
Methodists  were  sent  seven  tons  of  food, 
500  pounds  of  blankets,  400  pounds  of 
shoes,  350  pounds  of  children’s  clothes, 
14,000  pounds  of  adult  clothes,  600  pounds 
of  toys  and  at  least  $1,000  in  cash. 

Bishops’  president  spends 
Christmas  in  Poland 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Bishop  Ernest 
T.  Dixon  Jr.,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops,  celebrated  Christmas  in  Poland. 

Preaching  at  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Warsaw  on  Christmas  Day,  he  said  a 
great  need  exists  among  persons  of  the 
world  to  recover  a  vital  sense  of  hope. 
Bishop  Dixon  also  preached  in  Katowice, 
Poland,  at  a  “Second  Day”  service,  a  tra¬ 
ditional  church  gathering  on  the  second 
day  of  Christmas. 

His  visit  to  Poland  is  the  first  made  by 
a  bishop  during  his  tenure  as  president  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops.  Bishop  Dixon  said 
he  made  the  decision  to  visit  Poland  be¬ 
cause  of  concern  the  denomination  has 
expressed  for  Methodists  in  Poland  and 
other  Eastern  European  countries. 

Daily  newspaper  religion  writer 
joins  United  Methodist  News 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— B.  Denise 
Hawkins,  religion  reporter  for  “The 
Post-Standard"  newspaper  in  Syracuse, 
N.Y.,  joined  the  Washington  staff  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  News  Service  Jan.  1. 

A  native  of  Baltimore,  Ms.  Hawkins 
received  her  undergraduate  degree  in 
journalism  from  Howard  University  in 
Washington  and  her  graduate  degree  in 
journalism  from  Pennsylvania  State 
University. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

"We  want  our  United  Methodist  rural 
families  in  North  Alabama  to  know  that 
the  church  cares  about  them  and  stands 
with  them  during  the  farm  crisis,”  said 
the  Rev.  Dorsey  H.  Walker. 

"For  farmers  in  North  Alabama,  this 
assistance  comes  from  The  Upper  Sand 
Mountain  Parish.” 

Mr.  Walker  is  director  of  the  parish,  a 
project  supported  by  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church  and  affiliated  with 
the  National  Program  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Situated  in  the  northeastern  corner  of 
Alabama  near  that  state’s  borders  with 
Tennessee  and  Georgia,  the  program 
reaches  rural  families  within  an  800- 
square-mile  region. 

The  ministry  was  started  in  1969  by 
the  720  members  of  10  United  Methodist 
congregations  near  Sand  Mountain  in  the 
Appalachian  area. 

Since  most  residents  were  living  at  or 
below  the  nation’s  poverty  level,  the  con¬ 
gregations  decided  to  become  more  respon¬ 
sive  to  the  community  by  starting 
ministries  in  which  all  10  churches  could 
participate  as  part  of  a  cooperative  parish. 

Goals  of  the  parish  were  and  continue 
to  be. 

1.  To  strengthen  the  congregational 
life  of  local  churches. 

2.  To  provide  opportunities  for  out¬ 
reach  ministries  in  the  community. 

Twenty  years  after  the  parish’s  found¬ 
ing,  its  ministries  include: 

•The  Heart  and  Hand  Housing  Proj¬ 
ect  to  build  housing  for  the  poor.  All 
houses  are  built  by  volunteers  from 
across  the  country,  some  coming  from 
churches  as  far  away  as  Ohio  and  Texas. 
To  date,  volunteers  have  completed  350 
solar  projects,  some  providing  heat  for 
homes.  The  volunteers  have  also  com¬ 
pleted  seven  homes. 

•  A  vegetable  gleaning  project  to  feed 
the  hungry.  Vegetables  not  sold  by  farm¬ 
ers  are  gathered  by  mission  volunteers 
and  given  to  the  poor.  Officials  at  the 
parish  said  gleaned  vegetables  repre¬ 
sented  at  least  12  million  meals  distrib- 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Although  agencies  of  at  least  one 
mainline  denomination  are  calling  for  a 
boycott  of  two  leading  distributors  of  in¬ 
fant  formula,  a  Uru’ed  Methodist  ethicist 
considers  the  action  unfounded. 

Directors  of  two  United  Church  of 
Christ  agencies  recently  voted  to  join  a 
new  boycott  against  Nestle  and  Ameri¬ 
can  Home  Products. 

The  move  is  to  protest  the  companies’ 
marketing  practices  in  hospitals  serving 
mothers  who  are  poor,  particularly  in 
Third  World  nations. 

Nestle  was  the  target  of  an  earlier 
boycott,  also  led  by  churches,  over  its 
marketing  practices  in  the  Third  World. 

But  the  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman,  a 
United  Methodist  and  member  of  the 
Nestle  Infant  Formula  Audit  Commis¬ 
sion,  told  the  Reporter  he  believes  the 
Swiss-based  firm  is  complying  with  a 
World  Health  Organization  code  regard¬ 
ing  use  of  breast-milk  substitute. 

The  commission,  chaired  by  former 
U.S.  Sen.  Edmund  Muskie,  has  been  mon¬ 
itoring  Nestle  since  May  1982. 

"In  my  judgment,  they  have  very 
largely  cleaned  up  their  act,"  said  Dr. 
Wogaman,  professor  of  Christian  ethics 
at  UM-related  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Washington. 

However,  marketing  of  infant  formula 
throughout  the  Third  World  is  going  to 
continue  to  raise  questions,  he  said,  em¬ 
phasizing  that  its  use  has  to  be  “under 
fairly  tight  discipline.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  will  con¬ 
tinue  its  own  monitoring  of  Nestle’s  com¬ 
pliance  with  World  Health  Organization 
rules,  as  voted  by  the  denomination’s 
1988  General  Conference,  said  an  official 
of  the  UM  social-action  agency. 

However,  the  task  force  assigned  to  do 
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uted  by  the  North  Alabama  conference 
in  the  last  four  years. 

•  A  cannery  project  scheduled  to  open 
in  June  to  provide  jobs  for  people  in  the 
community  and  process  food  for  non¬ 
profit  programs. 

•  A  clothing  and  thrift  shop  for  people 
in  need  of  inexpensive  clothes.  Proceeds 
from  the  shop  are  used  for  other  ministries. 

•A  food  pantry  that  provides  food  to 
some  60  families  a  month. 

Staff  members  at  The  Upper  Sand 
Mountain  Parish  include  Mr.  Walker, 
UM  missionary  Lisa  Lamb  and  the  Revs. 
Fred  and  Dorothy  Webster. 

Since  June,  the  Websters  have  been 
working  as  agricultural  chaplains  at  the 
parish.  Other  ministers  from  the  North  Al¬ 
abama  conference  Board  of  Pastoral  Care 
and  Counseling  also  offer  counseling  to 
families  hurt  in  farm  crises. 

"The  ministry  of  the  Websters  is  in¬ 
creasingly  important  now,  in  light  of  the 
delinquency  and  foreclosure  notices 
mailed  recently  to  83,000  farm  families 
across  America  and  with  the  increasing 
struggle  of  families  to  maintain  them¬ 
selves  on  the  land,”  Mr.  Dorsey  said. 

Gifts  to  The  Upper  Sand  Mountain 
Parish  can  be  sent  via  any  annual  con¬ 
ference  treasurer  and  designated  for  Ad¬ 
vance  No.  722760-6. 


“In  my  judgment, 
they  have  very  largely 
cleaned  up  their  act.” 
— J.  Philip  Wogaman 


that  from  1989  through  1992  hasn’t  been 
re-established,  the  official  said.  Renewed 
monitoring  is  to  begin  as  soon  as  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
works  out  funding  for  the  task  force. 

Boycott  supporters  claim  free  iMstri- 
bution  of  breast-milk  substitutes  to  hos¬ 
pitals  in  underdeveloped  nations  is 
harmful  to  infants  because  formulas  can 
be  overdiluted,  prepared  in  unsanitary 
bottles  or  mixed  with  impure  water. 

In  addition,  boycott  advocates  claim  use 
of  the  formula  encourages  women  to 
switch  from  breast  feeding  to  breast-milk 
substitutes  even  if  they  can’t  afford  it. 

Nestle  officials  claim  distribution  of 
free  infant  formula  to  hospitals  is  being 
done  in  accordance  with  World  Health 
Organization  guidelines.  They  restrict 
use  of  the  formula  to  ways  that  don’t  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  protection  and  promo¬ 
tion  of  breast  feeding. 

Janice  Mantell,  executive  director  of 
the  Minneapolis-based  Action  for  Corpo¬ 
rate  Accountability,  which  has  called  for 
the  boycott,  said  the  boycott  is  only  one 
part  of  the  plan  of  attack  against  Nestle 
and  American  Home  Products. 

Letter-writing  campaigns  and  stock¬ 
holder  resolutions  are  other  parts  of  the 
campaign,  she  said. 

Ms.  Mantell  claims  American  Home 
Products  uses  marketing  techniques  sim¬ 
ilar  to  Nestle’s. 

Religious  News  Service  also  contribut¬ 
ed  to  this  article. 


‘High  Church,  Hallelujah  Church’ 
mix  at  convocation  on  new  hymnal 


the  church  today 


Ethicist  says  new  boycott 
against  Nestle  unfounded 
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Departing  NCC  expert 
organizes  lobbying  bid 
to  re-regulate  television 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— The  Rev.  William  F. 
Fore,  a  leading  U.S.  authority  on  reli¬ 
gious  communication,  is  leaving  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  after  25  years 
as  its  head  of  communications  to  return 
to  his  alma  mater,  Yale  Divinity  School. 

Dr.  Fore,  a  United  Methodist  minister, 
will  lecture  and  help  devise  a  curriculum 
that  will  include  forms  of  communica¬ 
tion  other  than  preaching. 

But  before  he  goes,  he’ll  go  one  more 
round  in  the  battle  he  has  waged  to  con¬ 
vince  the  government  to  apply  regula¬ 
tions  to  the  TV  industry  once  again. 

One  of  his  last  efforts  at  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  been  to  arrange 
for  an  interfaith  delegation  to  go  to 
Washington  early  this  year  to  plead  that 
case  with  Congress. 

“We’re  not  lobbying  for  the  special  in¬ 
terest  of  the  church,”  he  said.  “We’re  ex¬ 
pressing  our  concern  for  the  good  of  the 
country,”  which  is  one  role  the  churches 
should  be  playing. 

He  believes  some  of  the  regulations 
lifted  in  1980  must  be  reapplied  to  pro¬ 
tect  serious  journalism  on  TV  and  assure 
the  inclusion  of  children’s  programming 
in  the  networks’  weekly  schedules. 

Attained  national  prominence 

Dr.  Fore  attained  national  prominence 
as  an  expert  on  televangelists  in  1987 
with  the  publication  of  his  book  “Televi¬ 
sion  and  Religion:  The  Shaping  of  Faith, 
Values  and  Culture.” 

His  timing  was  excellent.  Augsburg 
Press  published  the  book  a  month  after 
the  Jim  Bakker  scandal  first  hit  the  na¬ 
tion’s  front  pages.  Subsequent  publicity 
about  controversies  involving  Oral  Rob¬ 
erts  and  Jimmy  Swaggart  brought  more 
attention  to  his  book. 

"In  over  a  year  I  gave  more  than  150 
radio,  TV  and  press  interviews— an  aver¬ 
age  of  five  a  week,"  said  Dr.  Fore.  “I 
could  make  a  career  out  of  being  an  au¬ 
thority  on  the  electronic  church.” 

He  contends  TV  is  usurping  the  role  of 
religion  in  society  today,  providing  a  value 
system  and  world  view  for  more  people 
than  are  reached  by  organized  churches. 
The  book  achieved  wide  acceptance 

Cosbys  give  gifts 
to  black  colleges 

Two  United  Methodist-related  schools 
received  special  Christmas  gifts  from 
Bill  Cosby  and  his  wife,  Camille. 

They  presented  Meharry  Medical  Col¬ 
lege  in  Nashville  a  check  for  $800,000  for 
two  health  programs  benefiting  the 
Nashville  community. 

They  also  presented  a  $700,000  check 
to  Bethune-Cookman  College  in  Daytona 
Beach,  Fla.,  for  academic  scholarships. 

A  Meharry  representative  said 
$600,000  has  been  designated  for  the  col¬ 
lege’s  “I  Have  a  Future  Program,’’ 
which  deals  with  teen-age  pregnancy  in¬ 
tervention.  The  remaining  $200,000  is  to 
be  used  for  community-based  cancer 
screening  programs. 

Meharry  is  credited  with  educating 
nearly  half  the  nation’s  practicing  black 
physicians  and  dentists. 

the  Rev.  Oswald  P.  Bronson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Bethune-Cookman,  said  the  gift 
from  the  Cosbys  will  enable  the  school  to 
give  at  least  10  four-year  scholarships  in 
natural  and  physical  sciences. 

Bethune-Cookman  College  was  found¬ 
ed  by  Methodist  laywoman  Mary 
McLeod  Bethune. 

The  two  schools  honored  by  the  Cosbys 
are  among  the  11  black  colleges  that  are 
historically  related  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Dr.  Cosby  has  donated  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  to  black  institutions  of  higher  learn¬ 
ing  over  the  past  three  years.  Most 
recently,  he  presented  a  check  for  $20 
million  dollars  to  Spelman  College  in  At¬ 
lanta.  In  1986,  he  gave  $1.3  million  to 
Fisk  University  in  Nashville. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


William  F.  Fore 
...battling  for  TV  regulation 


among  both  liberal  and  conservative 
church  people  but  also  among  those  in 
the  television  industry. 

Dr.  Fore  isn’t  optimistic  about  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  a  new  interfaith  coalition  of  main¬ 
line  denominations  providing  television 
programs  with  religious  and  ethical  con¬ 
tent  to  cable  networks. 

"I  hope  they  succeed,”  he  said  of  VISN, 
which  began  broadcasting  last  fall,  “but 
it  is  very  unlikely  to  be  a  commercial 
success  because  it  has  to  have  over  15 
million  homes  watching. 

“Given  the  competition  from  other  reli¬ 
gious  and  special  interest  programs,  they 
are  unlikely  to  get  that,"  he  predicted. 

Dr.  Fore  also  believes  "it’s  a  mistake 
to  have  a  single  religious  channel  be¬ 
cause  that  tends  to  relegate  all  religious 
TV  to  a  ghetto.” 

“We  shouldn’t  give  up  the  public  ser¬ 
vice  requirement  for  broadcasters — 
their  responsibility  to  meet  the  commu¬ 
nity’s  need  for  news,  children’s  programs 
and  an  expression  of  diverse  views. 

"If  we  give  up  the  basic  principle  that 
everyone  has  a  right  to  speak  and  be 
heard,  we’ll  give  up  on  democracy  in  this 
country,”  he  said. 

Deregulation  ‘to  blame’ 

He  believes  that  deregulation  is  to 
blame  for  the  three  major  U.S.  networks 
dropping  religious  programming  from 
their  schedules,  leaving  cable  the  only 
option  for  religious  material. 

“It’s  been  a  disaster,”  he  said  of  dereg¬ 
ulation.  Since  1980  when  the  Federal 
Communication  Commission  (FCC) 
“washed  its  hands  of  regulating  what 
broadcasters  do,”  there  has  been  less 
news,  and  the  news  that  is  broadcast 
must  be  entertainment,  he  said. 

There  is  almost  no  serious  investiga¬ 
tive  reporting,  no  children’s  TV  Monday 
through  Friday  and  far  more  commer¬ 
cials,  he  said. 

Stations  are  “bought  and  sold  like 
speculation  in  gold  and  silver,  instead  of 
being  an  investment  in  the  community 
and  its  people,"  according  to  Dr.  Fore. 

Dr.  Fore  was  born  in  Texas  in  1928  and 
moved  to  California  three  years  later. 
His  father  worked  for  20th  Century-Fox 
in  the  film  loading  department  and 
young  Bill  delivered  magazines  of  film. 

A  children’s  TV  program  he  wrote  and 
produced  for  the  Connecticut  Council  of 
Churches  brought  in  hundreds  of  letters, 
and  CBS  aired  it  in  1956. 

At  the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions  he 
transformed  the  Lantern  Slide  Depart¬ 
ment  into  the  Visual  Education  Depart¬ 
ment,  producing  dozens  of  filmstrips  and 
20  films  on  mission  subjects.  Author  of 
more  than  100  articles,  his  books  include 
“South  Americans  All,”  “Communication 
for  Churchmen”  and  "Image  and  Im¬ 
pact.” 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation's  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 


MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 
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Charting  a  Course 


Unless  you  chart  a  course  and  set  the  sails  or  turn  the  rudders  accordingly, 
a  ship  will  be  a  victim  of  whatever  storms  come  along.  It  will  be  tossed  about 
in  the  swirl  of  colliding  waters  or  will  drift  without  purpose  or  direction. 

An  airline  pilot  announced  to  his  passengers,  “I  have  good  news  and  bad 
news.  The  good  news  is  that  we  are  ahead  of  schedule.  The  bad  news  is  that 
we  are  hopelessly  lost.” 

These  images  remind  us  that  a  church  without  a  sense  of  direction  will 
flounder  for  where  there  is  no  vision,  people  —  and  institutions  —  perish. 

January  25-27  the  Councils,  Boards,  and  Commissions  of  our  Conference 
will  gather  for  their  annual  Convocation.  The  main  agenda  of  the  Convocation 
of  Boards  is  leading  our  Conference  through  a  process  of  deciding  the  priori¬ 
ties  for  our  immediate  future,  and  then  creating  channels  to  give  us  tools  to 
make  these  priorities  come  alive  at  every  level  of  our  church  —  local 
congregation,  district,  and  Annual  Conference. 

“Vision,”  "compass,”  “will  and  resolve.”  Those  words  are  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  I  know  of  at  this  time  in  the  life  of  our  church.  For  without  vision,  a 
compass  will  be  of  little  help.  Without  a  compass,  vision  tends  to  lose  its 
power.  And,  without  the  will  and  the  resolve  to  translate  a  vision  and  a  sense 
of  direction  into  reality,  we  will  not  be  faithful  transmitters  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ. 

Words  of  an  ancient  Chinese  hymn  say  it  well: 

“ Fount  of  love,  our  Savior  God 
Light  on  baffling  ways  we’ve  trod, 

Your  cross  is  our  compass  sure, 

Your  love  keeps  our  vision  pure." 


10J1L Aoi  e~\ 


Bishop  OderLAnnounces 
Changes  in  Appointments 


Bishop  William  Oden  announces  the 
following  changes  in  appointments:  Rev. 
S.  Alvin  Mayo  from  the  Bienville  Charge, 
Ruston  District,  to  Disability  Leave  ef¬ 
fective  November  1, 1988. 

Dale  M.  Haggard  from  Leave  of  Ab¬ 
sence,  Ruston  District,  to  withdrawal  be¬ 
tween  conferences  (Paragraph  452.7,  The 


Book  of  Discipline),  effective  November 
30,  1988. 

Freida  M.  Brown  from  Campus  Minis¬ 
ter,  Southern  University,  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District,  to  the  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Conference  effective 
January  1, 1989. 


r 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  local  UM  Women  of  Nolley  UMC 
in  Jena  were  host  to  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  Annual  Meeting  which  was  held  re¬ 
cently.  Fifty-seven  women  from  the 
local  area  comprising  the  district  attend¬ 
ed.  Also  on  the  day’s  agenda  was  the  Lo¬ 
cal  Elected  Officer’s  Training  Sessions. 
Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr.  is  pastor. 

«  • *  * 

The  Spiritual  Life  Group  of  the  UM 
Women  of  First  UMC  of  Lake  Charles 
continued  the  BABY  BLANKET  PROJ¬ 
ECT  for  a  second  year.  The  first  year, 
the  project  was  put  together  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Oak  Park  UMC  and  St.  Luke- 
Simpson  UMC.  For  1988,  the  project  was 
undertaken  by  First  and  85  baby  blan¬ 
kets  were  sent  to  Church  World  Service. 
The  congregation  is  extremely  proud  of 
this  endeavor.  Rev.  Grayson  B.  Watson  is 
pastor  of  First  Church. 

•  •  • 

Mrs.  Inez  Sibley  of  Bayou  Scie  UMC  in 
Many  has  been  selected  as  “TEACHER 
OF  THE  MONTH”  for  the  month  of  De¬ 
cember.  According  to  Mrs.  Betty  Lehr, 
the  church’s  Sunday  School  Superinten¬ 
dent,  each  month  a  teacher  will  be  cho¬ 
sen.  Mrs.  Sibley  teaches  the  Bible  Buster 
Class  and  says  she  loves  it.  She  has  been 
teaching  Sunday  School  for  several  years 
and  is  very  involved  with  UMW,  as  well 
as  other  areas  of  the  church.  Rev.  Louis 
M.  Coppage  Jr.  is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

The  Faith  UMC  in  Ruston  has  just 
completed  a  new  three  bedroom,  two 
bath  parsonage  located  directly  in  front 
of  the  sanctuary.  Ground  was  broken  Oc¬ 
tober  18,  1988  and  the  parsonage  was 
completed  in  December,  1988.  Rev. 
Thomas  C.  Shinkle  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Congratulations  to  Rev.  James  Hum¬ 
phreys  and  the  congregation  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Chapel  UMC  in  Homer  for  dedicating 
their  fellowship  hall  on  December  18, 
1988.  Everyone  celebrated  a  note-burn¬ 
ing  service  of  worship  with  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  the  District  Superintendent. 

*  •  • 

The  sanctuary  of  Haynesville  UMC 
has  just  undergone  a  complete  over  haul¬ 
ing.  Congratulations  for  a  job  well  done. 
Rev.  George  A.  McVay  is  pastor. 

•  ♦  • 

The  first  Church  Family  Fellowship  of 
1989  for  Walker  UMC  will  be  held  Sun¬ 
day,  January  29  at  6:00  p.m.  During  the 
event  those  who  joined  the  congregation 


January  25-27 


Convocation  of  Boards  to  Meet  in  Baton  Rouge 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Convoca 
tion  of  Boards  for  the  Louisiana  Confer 
ence  is  scheduled  for  Wednesday 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  January  25-27 
with  the  Conference  Council  on  Minis 
tries  meeting  on  Friday  afternoon,  Janu¬ 
ary  27  at  3  p.m.  All  meetings  will  be  held 
in  the  facilities  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Clergy  and  laity 
alike  will  gather  from  all  parts  of  the 
state  to  participate  in  the  work  of  the 
various  boards,  agencies,  commissions 
and  committees  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence. 

During  these  days  of  meetings,  all 
boards  will  be  considering  programs  and 
activities  relative  to  their  particular  in¬ 
terests  and  responsibilities.  Such  con¬ 
cerns  as  evangelism,  church  extension 
and  revitalization,  world  peace,  needs 
and  concerns  of  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church,  higher  education  and  campus 
ministries,  the  financial  status  of  the 
Conference  and  its  plans  for  1989,  and 
other  programs  of  interest  to  clergy  and 
laity  that  will  affect  the  future  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodism,  will  be  discussed. 

A  special  feature  of  the  Convocation  of 
Boards  each  year  is  the  dinner  hour 


scheduled  for  Thursday  evening  at  6  p.m. 
During  this  time,  Bishop  William  Oden 
will  speak  to  the  Convocation.  Following 
the  meal,  members  of  the  Convocation 
will  gather  in  the  Sanctuary  of  First 
Church  for  a  service  of  commitment 
with  Holy  Communion  being  adminis¬ 
tered  by  Bishop  Oden.  With  the  beginning 
of  a  new  quadrennium,  and  with  the 
makeup  of  the  boards,  commissions,  and 
committees  of  the  Conference  being  sig¬ 
nificantly  different,  it  was  felt  that  this 
would  be  a  good  time  for  all  persons  to 
commit  themselves  anew  to  the  work  of 
the  Annual  Conference. 

The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  will 
begin  its  meetings  at  10  a.m.  on  January 
25  with  the  Larger  Executive  Committee 
being  convened  at  that  time.  That  same 
afternoon  at  3  p.m.  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  will  meet  with  Bishop  Oden  and 
the  Cabinet.  On  Thursday  morning  the 
Larger  Executive  Committee  will  con¬ 
tinue  its  meeting  by  convening  at  9  a.m. 
with  the  entire  board  being  in  session  at 
1  p.m. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
under  the  direction  of  its  chairperson  Dr. 


Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
to  Hold  Annual  Assembly 


in  1988  will  be  recognized  in  a  special 
way.  Those  attending  will  also  share  in  a 
covered  dish  meal.  Rev.  Mark  R.  Martin 
is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  following  persons  of  First  UMC  in 
Ponchatoula  spent  many  hours  of  work 
or  made  donations  in  the  remodeling  of 
the  apartment  that  will  be  used  in  emer¬ 
gency  situations:  Janet  Gildermaster, 
Project  Chairperson;  Lyle  Gildermaster, 
Danny  Carnal,  George  Parker,  Eddie 
Fletcher,  William  Fletcher,  Jean  De- 
Coto,  Huey  DeCoto,  Nicole  DeCoto,  Elsie 
Woods,  Denise  Holly,  Lou  Fitzmorris, 
Joy  Sheridan,  Mary  Ann  Zeringue,  Linda 
Palmer,  Willie  Earhart,  Dottie  Bonicard, 
Hope  Snell,  Norm  Bacon,  Chris  Bacon, 
June  Lauber,  Charlie  Lauber,  Roy  Ko- 
plin,  and  Orien  Perrin.  Rev.  William  Eu¬ 
banks  is  pastor. 

On  behalf  of  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  Pastor  of¬ 
ficially  made  the  generous  contribution 
of  used  eyeglasses  to  the  Our  Lady  of  the 
Lake  Regional  Medical  Center.  Dr.  Reed 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  eyeglasses 
would  be  beneficial  to  needy  people,  and 
he  thanked  the  Eye  Bank  for  undertaking 
the  logistics  of  the  transfer.  He  also 
thanked  Sister  Lilian  Lynch  for  her  ef¬ 
forts  to  place  the  eyeglasses  where  they 
will  do  the  most  good.  The  church  had 
collected  the  used  eyeglasses  over  a  peri¬ 
od  of  years  as  part  of  a  project  begun  by 
a  former  minister.  The  eyeglasses  had 
been  kept  in  storage. 

•  •  * 

Abbeville  UMC  is  planning  a  work  day 
on  Saturday,  January  21  to  work  on  the 
Sanctuary.  There  will  be  pews  to  be  pol¬ 
ished,  flaking  paint  to  be  scraped,  wood¬ 
work  to  be  rubbed,  pew  cushions  to  be 
vacuumed,  the  balcony  and  foyer  to  be 
cleaned,  and  other  tasks  yet  to  be  an¬ 
nounced.  Rev.  Ed  Dilworth  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Members  of  the  nursery  of  First  UMC 
in  Houma  extend  heartfelt  thanks  to 
Nina  Briley  for  her  generous  gift  of  a 
brand  new  microwave.  The  gift  is  great¬ 
ly  appreciated.  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon 
Jr.  is  pastor. 

W.  H.  “Pert"  Marshall  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  recent  UM  Men’s  meeting 
of  Lakeview  UMC  in  Shreveport.  Mr. 
Marshall  is  an  Exploration  Geologist  and 
a  Paleontologist.  His  subject  was  “Life: 
The  Period  Between  Birth  and  Death.” 


Governor  and  Mrs.  Buddy  Roemer  will 
speak  to  the  Annual  Assembly  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  meet¬ 
ing  which  will  take  place  in  New  Orleans 
January  24  and  25.  Governor  Roemer 
will  give  the  keynote  address  at  a  noon 
luncheon  the  24th.  He  will  speak  on  the 
theme- of- the  Assembly  which  is  Church 
and  State:  Partners  for  a  New  Louisi¬ 
ana.  Dr.  Robert  Holtman,  President  of 
LIC,  will  preside. 

Following  the  Governor’s  presenta¬ 
tion,  Dr.  Fisher  Humphrey,  professor  at 
New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary;  Fr.  John  Carville,  STD,  Vicar  Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  Catholic  Diocese  of  Baton 
Rouge;  and  Dr.  T.J.  Jemison,  President 
of  the  National  Baptist  Convention,  USA, 
Inc.,  will  present  biblical,  historical,  and 
practical  perspectives  on  the  theme  of 
church  and  state  working  together. 

An  Ecumenical  Worship  Service  will 
be  held  at  7:30  p.m.  at  St.  Philip  Neri 
Catholic  Church  in  Metairie.  Homilists 
for  the  worship  service  will  be  Dr.  T.J. 
Jemison  and  Dr.  Robert  Holtman.  Music 
will  be  provided  by  the  choirs  of  St. 
Philip  Neri  Catholic  Church  and  Faith 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  the 
St.  Philip  Neri  Herald  Trumpets,  and 


Miss  Kerri  Ryan,  violinist. 

The  business  session  of  the  Assembly 
will  begin  at  9  a.m.  Wednesday,  January 
25.  Mrs.  Roemer  will  speak  to  the  As¬ 
sembly  at  10  a.m.  on  “The  Louisiana  Lit¬ 
eracy  Task  Force.”  After  her  address, 
the  Assembly  will  consider  a  resolution 
offering  support  and  encouraging 
churches  of  Louisiana  to  develop  volun¬ 
teer  literacy  programs.  In  addition,  the 
business  session  will  consider  resolutions 
on  fiscal  reform  in  Louisiana,  VISN  In¬ 
terfaith  Satellite  Network,  and  AIDS. 
Former  Senator  Mike  O’Keefe,  chairman 
of  the  Commission  on  Criminal  Justice, 
will  encourage  statewide  observance  of 
Criminal  Justice  Awareness  Week  sched¬ 
uled  for  February  19-26,  1989.  Archbish¬ 
op  Philip  Hannan  will  give  a  report  on 
the  Rochon  Report  by  the  LIC-sponsored 
Louisiana  Gerontology  Institute.  Don 
Ewing  will  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Farm  Crisis  Co¬ 
alition.  The  Assembly  will  conclude  at 
12:30  p.m. 

Louisiana  United  Methodists  will  be 
represented  at  this  gathering  by  Bishop 
William  Oden,  along  with  both  lay  and 
clergy  delegates  elected  to  the  Inter- 
church  Conference. 


Around  the  Conference 


LEADING  GROUP  —  The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  held  its  organiza¬ 
tional  and  planning  meeting  recently  with  the  following  officers  being  elected:  Dr. 
Charles  B.  Simmons,  Chairperson;  Mr.  “Hap”  Martin,  Vice  Chairperson;  and  Ms. 
Seola  Callahan,  Secretary.  Shown  above  is  Dr.  Simmons  leading  the  group  in  a  peri¬ 
od  of  process  planning. 


Those  who  attended  also  enjoyed  a  light 
supper.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Members  of  First  UMC  in  Covington 
are  asked  to  start  getting  ready  for  the 
Church  Bazaar  which  is  scheduled  for 
March  11,  1989.  The  church  is  looking  for 
donations  of  needlework,  hobby  and  craft 
work,  paperback  and  hard  cover  books, 
costume  jewelry,  plants,  cakes,  candy, 
jelly,  relishes,  and  also  your  TIME! 
Watch  for  further  news.  Rev.  Ted  Stan¬ 
ley  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Church  Women  United  annual  meeting 
was  held  recently  at  Jefferson  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  in  the  Sanctuary.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  meeting,  refreshments  were 
served  in  the  church  parlor.  Audrey 
Milo,  President  of  CWU  in  Louisiana  was 
the  guest  speaker.  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 
is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Gary  Herman,  member  of  First  UMC 
of  Berwick,  will  join  a  team  of  men  and 
women  from  across  the  United  States  for 
an  evangelistic  "Mission  to  the  Nation  of 
Nigeria.”  The  group  will  leave  on  Janu¬ 
ary  24  for  Nigeria  for  several  weeks  of 
Three  Day  Crusades  in  various  locations. 


This  venture  is  sponsored  by  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Nigeria  on  invitation  of  Pa¬ 
triarch  Sunday  Mbang  and  the 
Department  of  Evangelism  of  the  Nige¬ 
rian  Methodist  denomination  through  the 
Cecil  Williamson  Ministry  in  Evangelism 
of  Starkville,  MS.  Rev.  David  B.  Dietzel 
is  pastor  of  First  UMC. 

*  •  • 

Moss  Bluff  UMC  in  Leesville  recently 
held  a  special  revival  featuring  evange¬ 
list  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen.  Dr.  Allen,  the 
author  of  45  books,  pastored  First  UMC 
of  Houston  for  23  years.  Rev.  Glynn  L. 
Foreman  is  pastor  of  Moss  Bluff. 

*  *  • 

Tuesday  Nights  Together  (T.N.T.)  of 
First  UMC  in  Winnfield  is  a  new  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  congregation’s  Evangelism 
Work  Area  (chaired  by  Reggie  Dietzel). 
This  program  will  prepare  members  for 
the  experience  of  worship  on  Sunday 
mornings.  Each  Tuesday  at  7  p.m.  five 
member  family  homes  will  be  open 
throughout  the  area  for  persons  to  come 
and  discuss  with  one  another  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  readings  on  which  the  following 
Sunday’s  service  and  sermon  will  be 
based.  Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway  is  pastor. 


Charles  Simmons,  will  meet  on  Friday 
afternoon  at  3  p.m.  which  will  bring  to  a 
close  the  activities  of  the  1989  Convoca¬ 
tion. 

The  various  boards,  commissions,  and 
committees  of  the  Conference  will  begin 
their  meetings  at  9  a.m.  on  Friday,  Janu¬ 
ary  27.  (The  exact  time  for  boards  to  be¬ 
gin  may  vary  and  notices  will  come  from 
their  respective  chairpersons  if  the  start¬ 
ing  time  is  other  than  9  a.m.) 


All  members  of  Conference  boards, 
committees,  agencies,  and  commissions 
are  urged  to  attend,  as  well  as  all  per¬ 
sons  interested  in  knowing  more  about 
the  committees  and  activities  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodism.  This  event  is  always  a 
highlight  in  the  life  of  a  Conference,  as 
laity  and  clergy  together  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  plans  and  preparations 
for  the  work  of  the  church  in  the  days 
ahead. 


Agenda 

Wednesday 

10  a.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Larger  Executive  Committee 

Headquarters  Building 

1  p.m. 

Cabinet  Meeting 

Headquarters  Building 

3  p.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry/ 

Cabinet  Meeting 

Headquarters  Building 

Thursday 

9  a.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Larger  Executive  Committee 

Parlor 

1  p.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Parlor 

2  p.m. 

Annual  Conference  Worship 

Committee 

Headquarters  Building 

3  p.m. 

CrossLines  Ministry 

Room  115 

4  p.m. 

Higher  Education 

Room  114 

4  p.m. 

Board  of  Pensions 

Room  112 

6  p.m. 

Convocation  Dinner 

Gym 

7:30  p.m. 

Worship  Service 

Sanctuary 

Friday 

7:30  p.m. 

Conference  Board  of  Trustees 

Shoney’s,  College  Dr. 

The  following  boards  are  to  convene  at  9  a.m.  in  the  rooms  listed  below  unless 

otherwise  announced  by  Chairpersons. 

Disaster  Preparedness  and  Relief 

Room  117 

Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 

Room  113 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Parlor 

Board  of  Discipleship 

Lyle  Hall 

Church  and  Society 

Room  107 

Global  Ministries 

Craft  Room 

Health  and  Welfare 

Wesley  Room 

Board  of  Pensions 

Room  112 

Board  of  Higher  Education 

Room  114 

CSRW 

Room  118 

Equitable  Salaries 

Room  105 

Archives  and  History 

Room  108 

Conference  Board  of  Trustees 

Headquarters  Building 

10  a.m. 

Religion  and  Race 

Room  106 

10  a.m. 

Board  of  Laity 

Sanctuary 

10  a.m. 

C.F.A. 

Headquarters  Building 

12  p.m. 

Annual  Conference  Agenda  Committee 

Room  115 

2  p.m. 

Episcopal  Committee 

Headquarters  Building 

3  p.m. 

Council  on  Ministries 

Craft  Room 

‘Ethics  in  America’  to  be 
examined  on  Public  Television 


The  PBS  Network  will  air  a  ten  week 
series  called  “Ethics  in  America”  begin¬ 
ning  in  early  February.  Should  you  inter¬ 
vene  if  you  see  a  parent  hitting  a  child  in 
a  grocery  store?  Can  lawyer/client  con¬ 
fidentiality  be  broken  to  save  the  life  of 
an  innocent  person?  What  comes  first  for 
a  business:  profits  or  the  needs  of  its 
community?  These  are  only  a  few  of  the 
questions  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  series. 

“Ethics  in  America”  can  serve  as  an 
important  resource  for  various  youth 
and  adult  groups  in  the  church.  It  could 
become  the  basis  for  discussion  by  a  Sun¬ 
day  School  class,  a  small  group  study  or 
other  setting  for  learning.  The  series 
does  not  try  to  influence  the  viewer  to¬ 
ward  a  particular  value,  but  it  is  de¬ 
signed  to  help  raise  the  questions  with 
various  views  from  a  panel. 

Each  week  will  deal  with  a  particular 
topic,  using  a  series  of  casestudies  with 
increasing  difficulty.  The  ten  topics,  in 
order  of  their  broadcast,  are:  1)  Do  Unto 
Others  —  personal  and  community  eth¬ 
ics;  2)  To  Defend  a  Killer  — -  the  criminal 
justice  system;  3)  Public  Trust,  Private 
Interests  —  accountability  and  govern¬ 
ment  ethics;  4)  Does  Doctor  Know  Best? 
medical  ethics;  5)  Anatomy  of  a  Corpo¬ 
rate  Takeover  —  business  ethics;  6  & 
7)  Under  Orders,  Under  Fire  I  &  II  — 
military  and  journalistic  ethics;  8)  Truth 


on  Trial  —  civil  law  and  legal  ethics; 
9)  The  Human  Experiment  —  ethics  of 
medical  research;  10)  Politics,  Privacy  & 
the  Press  —  public  figures  and  privacy. 

The  series  which  will  be  aired  is  not  a 
religious  program,  but  it  does  raise  is¬ 
sues  important  to  Christians.  If  used  in  a 
group  setting,  it  could  easily  be  supple¬ 
mented  with  scriptural  references.  Rev 
Frederic  Brussat  states,  "Being  an  ethi¬ 
cal  person  is  like  playing  the  piano;  it 
takes  practice.”  Rev.  Brussat  also  said 
that  the  television  series  is  a  good  prac¬ 
tice  session.  “The  viewer  can  analyze  old 
scores  like  ‘do  unto  others’  and  'the  com¬ 
mon  good,'  ”  said  the  reverend,  adding, 
"Some  of  the  dilemmas  require  com¬ 
pletely  new  arrangements.” 

"Ethics  in  America”  will  air  on  the 
LPBS  Network  (Alexandria,  Baton 
Rouge,  Lafayette,  Lake  Charles,  Monroe, 
and  Shreveport)  on  Thursday  evenings, 
beginning  February  2  at  10:00  p.m.  The 
program  will  also  air  in  New  Orleans  on 
WYES  on  Tuesday  evenings,  at  9:00  p.m. 
beginning  January  31.  A  discussion  guide 
may  be  obtained  for  $2.00  by  contacting 
Cultural  Information  Service  at  P.O.  Box 
786,  Madison  Square  Station,  New  York, 
NY  10159,  or  Larry  Lewis  at  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Office  at  527  North  Boulevard,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  LA  70802,  (504)  346-1646. 


Rev.  William  H.  Willis  Sr. 

Selected  for  Religious  Pilgrimage 


The  Reverend  William  H.  Willis  Sr.  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alex¬ 
andria,  Louisiana  has  been  selected  as 
one  of  two  Louisiana  ministers  to  make  a 
religious  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land. 
The  pilgrimage  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of 
Louisiana.  February  13  through  Febru¬ 
ary  23, 1989. 

According  to  Sir  Knight  W.  A.  Morris, 
Deputy  Grand  Commander  of  Grand 
Commandery  of  Louisiana,  "The  purpose 
of  the  trip  is  to  offer  outstanding  minis¬ 
ters  from  various  Christian  faith  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  spiritual  enrichment  and 
an  educational  experience." 

The  Knights  Templar  is  a  Christian  or¬ 
der  of  the  York  Rite  of  Freemasonry. 


Rev.  Willis  was  sponsored  by  Trinity 
Commandery  Number  8,  one  of  17  con¬ 
stituent  Commanderies  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana  which  is  located  in  Alexandria 
This  is  the  13th  consecutive  year  the 
Knights  Templar  has  sponsored  the  Holy 
Land  Pilgrimage."  Sir  Knight  Morris 
said.  To  date,  the  Knights  Templar  of  the 
United  States  has  sponsored  Holy  Land 
Pilgrimages  in  excess  of  200  ministers 
from  a  variety  of  denominations.  The 
Holy  Land  Pilgrimages  tour  is  a  recent 
addition  to  the  organization’s  other  na¬ 
tional  philanthropic  activities  which  in¬ 
clude  the  Knights  Templar  Eye 
Foundation,  the  Knights  Templar  Educa¬ 
tional  Foundation  and  a  variety  of  youth 
programs. 
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The  Earth,  ‘Time’  and  Christianity 


The  recent  designation  by  “Time” 
magazine  of  the  Earth  as  "Planet  of  the 
Year,”  in  lieu  of  the  magazine’s  usual 
man  or  woman  of  the  year  award,  poses 
two  distinct  concerns  for  Christians: 

Concern  1:  The  "award”  and  the  mag¬ 
azine's  related  33-page  treatment  of  im¬ 
minent  threats  to  our  planet's  survival 
seem  to  be  based,  at  least  implicitly,  on 
an  ancient  Judeo-Christian  teaching:  “The 
earth  is  the  Lord’s  and  the  fullness  there¬ 
of”  (Psalm  24:1,  I  Corinthians  10:26).  The 
texts  remind  us,  as  God's  children,  that 
our  global  home  belongs  to  God  and,  by 
extension,  that  we  are  its  caretakers. 

Regrettably,  it’s  probably  impossible 
to  show  that  Christians,  as  a  body,  have 
been  any  more  mindful  of  our  caretaker 
responsibility  toward  the  earth  than  non¬ 
believers  have  been.  The  environmental 
crisis  that  ’“Time”  addresses  results 
from  centuries  of  planetary  exploitation 
and  neglect. 

We  as  Christians  are  accomplices  with 
that  exploitation,  particularly  if  we 
haven’t  consistently  sounded  an  alarm 
about  the  harm  being  done  to  the  earth 
by  irresponsible  use  of  its  resources  and 
haven’t  changed  our  ways  accordingly. 

Hence,  "Time’s”  award  turns  a  too-of- 
ten  disregarded  part  of  our  own  moral  and 
spiritual  heritage  back  on  many  of  us.  Fit¬ 
ting  responses  would  be:  (1)  confess  that 
we  haven’t  adequately  honored  that  heri¬ 
tage,  (2)  become  better  informed  about  the 
crisis  that  faces  our  planet  and  (3)  make 
changes  in  our  lifestyle— and  urge  others 
to  do  likewise— that  reflect  a  "kinder, 
gentler"  use  of  the  earth  and  its  “fullness.” 

Concern  2:  An  informed  religious  and 
moral  perspective  on  the  planet’s  environ¬ 
mental  crisis  isn’t  represented  in  “Time’s” 
coverage  of  the  issue.  None  of  the  33  ex¬ 
perts  invited  by  “Time”  to  reflect  on  the 
environmental  crisis— and  on  whose  inter¬ 
change  its  special  coverage  is  based—  has 


’“Time”  magazine  recently  designated 
the  Earth  as  “Planet  of  the  Year.”  That 
“honor”  poses  two  distinct  concerns. 

credentials  as  a  theologian  or  ethicist  with 
expertise  in  environmental  concerns. 

That  vacuum  could  explain,  but  not 
excuse,  “Time’s”  simplistic  swipe  at 
Christianity.  The  magazine  said  that 
Christianity’s  spread  “may  have  carried 
the  seeds  of  wanton  exploitation  of  na¬ 
ture”  based  on  a  narrow  reading  of  Gen¬ 
esis  1:28  ("fill  the  earth  and  subdue  it”). 

Contrary  to  the  “Time”  suggestion,  it’s 
hard  to  pin  down  any  dominant  Christian 
ethic  related  to  the  use  of  land,  since  it’s 
only  been  during  recent  years  that  Chris¬ 
tian  theologians  have  recognized  land 
use  as  an  urgent  moral  issue. 

As  Christians,  we  should  express  our 
displeasure  when  the  faith  is  treated  in 
such  a  casual  and  superficial  way.  That’s 
particularly  so  when  such  treatment  is  in 
connection  with  issues  having  implications 
for  human  survival.  A  letter  to  that  effect 
to  the  editor  of  “Time”  would  be  on  target. 


JANUARY  20,  1989 


My  Witness 

God’s  grace  touched ,  transformed  me 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  week’s  “My  Witness”  was  submitted  by  the  Rev. 
David  A.  Seyller,  pastor  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  of  Peotone,  Ill.,  with 
the  following  explanation:  "I  have  enclosed  for  your  consideration  an  edited 
version  of  Richard  E.  Gibb's  witness,  which  he  presented  on  Laity  Sunday 
1986.  ...  In  July  1986,  Rich  was  a  kidney  transplant  recipient.  When  he 
preached  this  sermon,  he  was  feeling  better  than  he  had  in  years.  However,  by 
December  he  was  diagnosed  with  cancer.  His  courageous  living  in  the  midst 
of  dying  was  his  greatest  witness.  What  an  impact  he  had  on  our  church 
family.  Rich  died  Nov.  22,  1987.  I  had  suggested  to  him  that  he  submit  his 
witness  for  your  column.  He  never  got  around  to  it.  He  was  too  busy  telling 
others  about  Jesus  Christ.  I  now  offer  it  in  his  memory  and  to  the  glory  of 
God.” 


By  RICHARD  E.  GIBBS 
When  John  Newton  wrote  “Amaz¬ 
ing  Grace,"  he  knew  what  it  was  to  be 
a  condemned,  unworthy  sinner— to  be 
lost  and  blind  to 
God’s  love.  I  also 
know.  God  creat¬ 
ed  us  with  the 
freedom  of 
choice.  Wrong 
choices  put  me  in 
the  condition  I  am 
today. 

I  was  reared  in 
an  upper-middle-class  family  in  an 
affluent  Chicago  suburb.  I  was  active 
in  the  church  youth  programs  and 
spent  12  of  my  best  years  in  Scout¬ 
ing— Cub.  Explorer  and  beyond 
1  was  considered  a  natural-born 
leader,  and  I  was!  But  I  abandoned 
the  values  and  ideals  given  me  and 
bowed  to  peer  pressure,  following  the 
wrong  path. 

At  17, 1  thought  I  knew  the  answers 
to  life’s  problems,  and  I  felt  my  par¬ 
ents  didn’t  understand  me,  so  I  re¬ 
belled  by  dropping  out  of  high  school, 
and  out  of  spite  for  my  parents.  I 
gave  up  church  Not  knowing 


what  direction  to  go,  I  enlisted  in  the 
Air  Force.  This  decision  was  both  a 
blessing  and  a  curse. 


A  blessing  and  a  curse 

It  was  a  blessing  because  it  made 
me  eligible  for  veteran  medical  bene¬ 
fits,  which  for  15  years  have  provided 
me  the  care  I  couldn’t  have  afforded. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  my  19-year  battle  with  alco¬ 
holism-one  I  eventually  lost. 

I  learned  many  devious  and  decep¬ 
tive  characteristics  during  my  ser¬ 
vice  years,  but  it  was  the  alcohol  that 
destroyed  most  of  the  important 
things  in  my  life. 

The  Bible  says  that  suffering  and 
pain  are  often  warnings  to  alert  us  to 
the  problems  of  sin  and  our  broken 
relationship  with  God. 

In  1971,  at  age  29,  I  was  diagnosed 
as  having  "basic  malignant  hyperten¬ 
sion,"  a  form  of  high  blood  pressure.  I 
took  138  pills  a  day!  The  prognosis 
was  bleak— stroke,  heart  attack,  kid¬ 
ney  failure  or  all  three. 

For  three  years  I  suffered  a  myriad 
of  side  effects,  never  really  feeling 


good  even  with  the  alcohol  I  contin¬ 
ued  to  consume. 

In  1974  I  received  a  glimmer  of 
God's  grace.  A  new  experimental 
drug  brought  my  blood  pressure  back 
to  normal  within  days.  However,  the 
years  I  suffered  had  caused  perma¬ 
nent  damage  to  my  kidneys. 

Glimmer  of  grace  short-lived 

The  glimmer  of  God’s  grace  was 
short-lived,  and  I  have  only  myself  to 
blame.  I  continued  to  live  in  the  fast 
lane,  and  God  continued  to  send  warn¬ 
ing  signals,  which  I  ignored.  In  1979  I 
experienced  total  renal  shutdown- 
kidney  failure. 

Although  inevitable  and  not  unex¬ 
pected.  when  the  news  came,  it  was  a 
shock.  Ironically,  the  news  did  what  20 
years  of  begging  and  pleading  by  loved 
ones  couldn’t  do.  I  quit  drinking  and 
have  not  had  a  drink  in  eight  years. 

After  all  the  years  of  ignoring 
God’s  warnings.  I  was  condemned  by 
my  own  actions,  which  were  in  rebel¬ 
lion  against  God. 

For  more  than  seven  years  I  was  on 
dialysis.  My  life  was  a  nightmare  with 
many  hospitalizations  for  a  variety  of 
reasons.  I  had  numerous  surgeries.  By 
January  1985,  a  multiple  infection 
failed  to  respond  to  treatment. 

Doctors  advised  the  family  to  pray, 
for  it  was  just  a  matter  of  time.  As  I 
lay  semicomatose,  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  came  into  my 
room.  He  said,  “Richard,  you’re  very 
sick,  very  sick,  and  you’re  going  to 
get  worse,  but  you’re  not  going  to  die. 
God  has  need  of  you.” 

That  was  all,  and  then  he  was  gone. 
The  grace  of  God  had  touched  me. 


and  I  knew  that  I  would  never  be  the 
same  again  Miraculously.  anH  with¬ 
out  medical  explanation,  the  antibiot¬ 
ics  began  to  work,  and  after  a  long, 
arduous  battle,  I  recovered. 

On  July  4,  1986,  I  received  a  new 
kidney.  Once  again,  the  grace  of  God 
was  working  within  me.  Many  times 
during  these  15  years  of  pain  and  suf¬ 
fering.  I  have  thought  of  Christ  in  the 
garden  when  he  prayed,  "Take  this 
cup  from  me.” 

I  made  similar  requests 

I,  too,  have  made  similar  requests 
for  relief,  only  to  be  denied.  Then  I  re* 
membered  Paul,  who  was  beset  with 
an  infirmity,  and  his  pleas  to  the  Lord 
to  take  it  from  him.  The  Lord  an¬ 
swered,  “My  grace  is  sufficient  for 
you.  for  my  strength  is  made  perfect 
in  weakness.” 

The  transplant  has  improved  my 
life,  but  I  know  God  will  continue  to 
test  my  faith.  I  am  ready  to  meet 
those  challenges  in  the  knowledge  that 
God  will  never  fail  me  or  forsake  me. 

If  you  are  down  and  find  it  difficult 
to  get  up— whatever  the  problem- 
relief  is  as  easy  as  reaching  out  and 
taking  the  Master’s  hand! 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Richard  E.  Gibbs  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Peotone.  III.  (Northern  Illinois  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
" My  Witness ."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


Richard  Gibbs 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Harry  Denman’s  style  doesn’t  fit  our  needs 


^ORE  BAR  MEWS  FOR  THE 
CHURCH.  OOR  OUTREACH 
PROGRAMS  ARE  HURTING- 
FINANCIALLY  AMD  NOW 
ATTENDANCE  HAS  BECrON 
TO  PECUNE. 


1^1 


LOOK 
ON  TME" 
BRIGHT 
SIDE... 


HOW  CAM 
THERE  $E  A 
BtflCrUT  SIDE 
TO  THAT  ? 


SOOM.  IT  WONl'T 
COST  AS  MOCH 
TO  SEND  OOR 
lAISSlOMAUVES 
TO  A  RACrAM 
CULTURE  ! 


To  the  Editor: 

John  Lovelace’s  column  on  Harry  Den¬ 
man's  post-mortem  response  to  the  nam¬ 
ing  of  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  as  the  Rev. 
Alan  Walker’s  successor  as  director  of 
evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council  (see  UMR,  Dec.  30)  raises  a  few 
questions  in  my  mind. 

I  have  no  questions  about  the  image  of 
Denman:  Yes,  he  traveled  with  only  a 
grocery  bag  and  the  suit  he  carried  on 
his  body.  Yes,  he  was  constantly  in  mo¬ 
tion  and  always  on  the  lookout  for  talent. 

But  I’m  not  sure  Denman’s  image  of 
evangelism  is  relevant  to  the  days  of 
1989— or  to  the  new  breed  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  evangelists,  the  Revs.  Joe  Hale, 
George  Morris,  George  Hunter,  et  al. 
Moreover,  I  am  not  sure  it  ought  to  be. 

I  was  Denman’s  interpreter  back  in 
the  1950s  when  he  brought  this  unique 
evangelist  style  to  Norway,  my  home 
conference.  I  was  swept  up  in  his  move¬ 
ment,  and  went  with  him  on  visits  to  sec¬ 
ular  Norwegian  homes— where  before 
anyone  knew  what  was  happening,  he 
was  on  his  knees  thanking  God  for  con¬ 
versions  that  never  took  place! 

I  was  with  him  also  in  the  1960s  when 
he  was  back  at  the  Norway  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  took  over  the  evening  ses¬ 
sions,  putting  local  leadership— lay  and 
clergy— out  of  commission  with  his  long- 
winded  and  insistent  evangelical  appeals. 

I  have  good  memories  of  Harry  Den¬ 
man,  but  I  am  not  going  to  hold  Eddie  or 
Joe  or  the  two  Georges  to  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  his  style. 

Eddie  Fox  is  a  man  of  his  age:  He  un¬ 
derstands  that  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is  for 
body  and  soul,  for  time  and  eternity. 

Joe  Hale  is*a  man  of  this  age:  He  real¬ 
izes  that  the  Christian  witness  must  in¬ 
clude  both  political  and  religious 
realities  and  must  involve  the  entire  (ec- 
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Pontius'  Puddle 


umenical)  Christian  community. 

George  Morris  is  a  theologian:  He  rec¬ 
ognizes  that  the  biblical  mandate  for 
evangelism  spans  all  of  life,  all  of  histo¬ 
ry,  and  that  human  beings  must  be  con¬ 
fronted  where  they  are,  as  the  human 
being  the  are. 

George  Hunter  is  a  theologian:  He  has 
no  illusions  about  numbers  and  immediate 
success— or  about  the  systemic  challenges 
the  Gospel  faces  in  the  modern  era. 

So,  evangelism  in  United  Methodism  is 
in  good  hands,  not  because  Harry  Den¬ 
man  is  still  among  us  but  because  God 
has  somehow  raised  up  a  new  generation 
of  evangelists  in  our  church:  people  who 
understand  the  nature  of  grace,  who  lis¬ 
ten  to  the  tenor  of  the  Gospel  and  who 
can  preach  that  Gospel  of  grace  in  the 
context  of  the  contemporary  situation— 
the  global  village,  the  secular  city,  the 
beleaguered  earth. 

That  new  generation  can  relate  the 
Gospel  to  those  for  whom  it  is  most 
uniquely  relevant:  the  poor,  the  unful¬ 
filled,  the  oppressed,  the  enslaved. 

Thor  Hall 

Signal  Mountain,  Tennessee 

Thanks  for  missions  news 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  with  great  interest 
several  articles  in  the  Dec.  30  Reporter 
related  to  mission. 

I’m  especially  grateful  for  Denise 
Johnson  Stovall’s  article  that  deals  with 
steps  taken  by  people  who  wish  to  be¬ 
come  United  Methodist  missionaries.  I 
also  appreciated  her  article  concerning 
the  United  Methodist  hospital  in  Liberia. 

We  are  indebted  the  Reporter  for  con¬ 
stantly  keeping  before  our  people  the  mis¬ 
sion  work  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

J.  Woodrow  Hearn 
Lincoln,  Nebraska 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  I  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
saying,  ‘Whom  shall  I  send,  and  who 
will  go  for  us?’  Then  I  said,  ‘Here  am 
I!  Send  me.’  ” 


Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Proverbs  9:10) 

Headings  for  week  of  Jan.  22 
Monday:  Psalms  19:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  19:7-14 
Wednesday:  Nehemiah  8:l-4a,5-6,8-10 
Thursday:  Luke  4:1-13 
Friday:  Luke  4:14-21 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  12:1-11 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  12:12-30 


12  steps  strengthen  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

After  45  years  of  close  association 
with  many  “12  step”  groups  like  Alcohol¬ 
ics  Anonymous  in  my  psychiatric  prac¬ 
tice,  it  is  difficult  to  worry  whether  they 
will  “replace”  Christianity  as  Clay 
Oglesbee  suggests  in  “Here  I  Stand"  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  30). 

They  are  Christianity  at  the  level  of 
human  experience.  They  are  Christian 
morals  and  ethics  stripped  of  all  the 
complexities  of  organized  religion. 

Mr.  Oglesbee’s  “12  steps  for  Christian 
living”  have  been,  at  least  in  their  mean¬ 
ing,  guideposts  for  me  and  my  patients 
since  I  first  heard  them  1943. 

Under  intense  human  stress,  even  12 
steps  may  be  more  than  a  tortured  hu¬ 
man  being  can  handle  at  one  time.  The 
first  three  steps— admitting  we  were 
powerless  to  control  the  evils  of  our  lives 
and  expressing  willingness  to  turn  our 
lives  over  to  God— allow  us  to  move 
through  the  balance  of  the  12  steps. 

At  the  time  of  most  intense  tragedy  or 
guilt.  Alcoholics  Anonymous  simplifies  it 
even  more:  All  we  need  to  start  a  new  life 
is  acceptance  of  our  own  “Higher  Power.” 

If  I  remember  correctly,  that  is  what  I 
first  learned  in  Sunday  school  and  have 
heard  over  and  over  since.  To  me  at 
least,  that  is  the  final  meaning  of  Jesus 
and  his  teaching.  It  doesn’t  “replace” 
Christianity.  It  strengthens  it. 

George  Deering 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 

My  son’s  been  accepted 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  reading  with  interest  the 
three  articles  about  mental  retardation 
written  in  the  Reporter  recently  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  2,  9, 16). 

First,  I  disagree  with  calling  those 
people  "retarded’  all  the  time.  They  are 
mentally  handicapped  and  are  "God's 
very  special  children.”  They  have  so 
much  to  give. 

My  son,  Randy,  is  both  mentally  and 
physically  handicapped  and  cannot  talk 
except  for  a  few  words.  He  and  I  have 
been  attending  the  Kit  Carson,  Colo., 
United  Methodist  Church  for  many  years. 

He  is  accepted  both  socially  and  men¬ 
tally.  He  shares  his  love  for  God  and  peo¬ 
ple  with  everyone,  and  our  ministers  have 
all  held  him  as  very  special  to  them. 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  500  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  Handley  Tuskawilla  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
(Central  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to  the 
more  than  360  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Reporter.  These  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  general 
religious  news  and  opinion  and  are 
mailed  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 


The  church  and  the  people  of  our 
church  accept  him  as  he  is.  I,  as  his 
mother,  feel  so  secure  and  confident  of 
our  acceptance  by  everyone. 

My  son  is  33  years  old  and  is  not  well 
nor  has  he  ever  been.  But  during  his  life 
he  has  been  an  inspiration,  not  only  to  his 
family  but  to  many  other  people  in  our 
town,  and  people  in  surrounding  towns 
all  know  and  love  him. 

I  have  never  kept  my  son  home  be¬ 
cause  of  fear  he  wouldn’t  be  welcome. 
I’m  very  proud  of  my  son,  as  are  his 
brothers  and  sister  and  their  families. 

I  wouldn’t  feel  better  if  I  were  able  to 
change  him.  God  blessed  our  family  by 
allowing  us  to  care  for  his  exceptional 
child,  and  we  are  grateful! 

Ruby  Lafferty 
Kit  Carson,  Colorado 

Anyone  have  paperweight? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Johnstown  is  trying  to  locate  a  particu¬ 
lar  memento  of  the  1889  Johnstown  flood 
for  our  history  room. 

When  the  first  surge  of  flood  water  hit 
the  stone  bridge,  a  powerful  backwash 
swept  the  parsonage  off  the  river  bank 
into  the  Stonycreek  River.  The  house  was 
taken  up  stream  and  smashed  into  rubble. 

That  Same  wave  knocked  over  the 
beautiful  marble  pulpit  in  the  old  stone 
church  and  broke  it  to  pieces. 

“The  Religious  Telescope,”  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ  periodical,  wrote 
many  articles  trying  to  get  the  members 
across  the  denomination  to  send  in  con¬ 
tributions  to  provide  a  new  parsonage. 
Money  did  come,  but  most  contributions 
were  small. 

To  encourage  more  giving,  the  broken 
marble  from  the  great  pulpit  was  cut 
into  paperweights.  If  the  contributor 
gave  $10  or  more,  the  paperweight  would 
have  "Johnstown  1889”  inscribed  upon  it. 

We  know  that  many  of  these  paper¬ 
weights  were  distributed  to  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Indiana.  Iowa 
was  very  generous,  and  some  went  as  far 
as  San  Diego,  Calif. 

Surely,  somewhere  out  there  is  one  of 
these  marble  paperweights.  Maybe  the 
owner  would  lend  it  to  us  for  the  flood 
centennial. 

Robert  G.  and  Eleanor  Callihan 
Johnstown,  Pennsylvania 


homes  of  ail  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Fort  Worth, 
we  say,  "Welcome."  We  hope  you  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other  read¬ 
ers  in  providing  feedback  and  opinion 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  Reporter.” 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas 


Here  /  Stand 

‘Compassion  fatigue’  mustn’t 
smother  our  Christian  love 


By  KATHLEEN  M.  MULDOON 

The  newspaper  editorial  spewed  forth 
anger,  and  so  did  I.  How  dare  our  gov¬ 
ernment  spend  tax 
dollars  on  yet  more 
acquired  immune  de¬ 
ficiency  syndrome 
education  programs? 

How  could  so  much 
be  squandered  to 
raise  another  gener¬ 
ation  of  welfare  re¬ 
cipients  and  to 
coddle  prisoners? 

This  harangue  brought  to  mind  an  arti¬ 
cle  I’d  read  about  “compassion  fatigue." 

In  the  article,  the  author  described  a 
condition  arising  from  demands  by  every 
segment  of  society  for  our  money  and 
our  time,  causing  cynicism  to  overpower 
and  supplant  compassion. 

Compassion  fatigue.  I  like  the  concept. 
It  said  to  me,  “Your  insensitivity  is  not 
your  fault.  Society  has  done  this  to  you.” 
I  was  a  victim,  one  of  the  downtrodden 
and  persecuted  masses. 

Then,  with  a  pang,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  had  Jesus  suffered  from  compassion 
fatigue,  He  never  would  have  made  it  to 
the  cross. 

Our  Lord  not  only  commanded  us  to 
love;  He  also  showed  us  how  to  love.  He 
healed  demoniacs,  ate  with  publicans, 
forgave  sinners,  healed  lepers  and  taught 


a  Samaritan  woman. 

He  extolled  the  widow  who  cast  two 
mites  into  the  treasury,  accepted  anoint¬ 
ing  by  a  tainted  woman,  reproved  the  in¬ 
tolerance  of  His  disciples  and 
unfavorably  compared  the  prayer  of  the 
Pharisee  to  that  of  the  publican. 

And,  knowing  so  well  our  human  limita¬ 
tions  and  frailties,  Jesus  summed  up  our 
Father’s  expectations  in  the  simple  but 
great  command,  "Do  to  others  as  you 
would  have  them  do  to  you”  (Luke  6:31). 

Some  early  Christians  chose  to  die 
rather  than  deny  or  give  up  living  their 
faith.  Today,  our  choice  is  whether  to 
practice  all  the  loving,  compassionate 
and  forgiving  behaviors  inherent  in  and 
mandated  by  Christianity  or  to  merely  ! 
assume  a  religious  facade. 

If  we  choose  the  former,  we  may  lose 
the  esteem  of  family,  neighbors  and 
friends.  We  also  risk  being  labeled 
“bleeding  hearts.” 

Could  our  fragile  egos  survive  such  a 
blow?  They  might  not.  But,  in  the  final 
analysis,  it  shouldn’t  be  humanity’s  but 
God’s  acceptance  that  we  seek. 

In  God’s  view,  nothing  is  more  em- 
braceable  than  a  bleeding  heart. 

Kathleen  M.  Muldoon  is  a  member  of 
St.  Mark's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas  (Southwest  Texas 
Annual  Conference). 


Kathleen  Muldoon 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Responses  to  mental  retardation 
articles  cause  bittersweet  feelings 


Rarely  have  I  known  success  to  be  this 
bittersweet. 

Our  three-part  serii 
dation  and  United 
Methodists  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  2,  9  and 
16)  has  brought  more 
response  than  any¬ 
thing  else  I’ve  writ¬ 
ten  since  I  joined  the 
Reporter  staff  a  year 
ago.  It  may  have 
elicited  the  most  re-  Cynthia  Astle 
sponse  of  anything  I’ve  written  in  my  15 
years  in  newspaper  work. 

A  writer  whose  work  moves  her  read¬ 
ers  to  respond  is  a  successful  communi¬ 
cator.  For  that,  I’m  grateful  to  our 
readers  who  wrote  and  called. 

What  breaks  my  heart  is  that  the  re¬ 
sponses  reconfirm  what  my  research  dis¬ 
covered.  Over  and  over,  letters  and 
telephone  calls  have  repeated  the  same 
theme:  Attitudes  are  the  greatest  obsta¬ 
cle  to  United  Methodists’  effective  minis¬ 
try  to  people  with  retardation. 

The  Rev.  Earl  Miller,  a  consultant 
with  the  UM  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  shared  with  me  a  story  about 
a  mother  working  in  a  ministry  to  people 
with  retardation. 

Mr.  Miller  related  that  she  and  her 
son,  who  has  Down  Syndrome,  were 
bluntly  snubbed  when  they  first  started 
attending  church. 


“People  would  cross  the  hallway  to 
avoid  them,”  Mr.  Miller  said. 

Many  who  responded  to  our  series  in¬ 
dicated  they  are  or  have  been  involved 
with  local  efforts  to  reach  the  retarded. 
They  shared  with  me  similar  stories. 

Despite  their  frustration  with  others’ 
attitudes,  they  persevere  in  their  calling 
to  minister  to  those  with  retardation. 

Slowly  their  perseverance  and  the 
sheer  love  that  radiates  from  those  with 
retardation  are  penetrating  the  shadows 
of  people’s  fears  with  the  light  of  reality. 

I’m  beginning  to  realize  just  how  much 
that  means. 

Beverly  Coffman,  whose  son,  Dale, 
was  profiled  in  the  series,  called  recently- . 
to  thank  us  for  sending  along  the  mes-^ 
sages  of  those  people  who  wanted  per¬ 
sonally  to  encourage  her  not  to  leave  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

We  also  sent  issues  containing  the  en¬ 
tire  series  on  mental  retardation  minis¬ 
tries.  One  issue  had  a  column  of  mine  . 
like  this  one  in  it  but  on  another  topic. 

“Dale  pointed  to  your  picture  in  the 
paper,”  Mrs.  Coffman  told  me.  “He 
knows  who  you  are  now.” 

I’m  the  more  fortunate.  Now  I  know 
who  Dale  is— and  all  the  others  like  him. 

My  hope  is  that  United  Methodists  ev¬ 
erywhere  will  recognize  them.  After  all, 
as  children  of  God,  they  are  “just  like  us.” 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


on  mental  retar- 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 

Locally  Openings 

Tenure  track  positions  are  open  in  the  following  fields: 

•  New  Testament 

•  History  of  Religions  (East  Asian  specialization  preferred) 

•  World  Christianity  (Ecumenics  and  Missions) 

•  Systematic  Theology 

•  Christian  Education 
Ph.D.  degree  or  equivalent  and  demonstrated  competency  in  teaching  and 

scholarship  required.  Women  and  ethnic  minority  persons  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Date 
of  appointment,  rank  and  salary  negotiable.  Deadline  for  applications,  1  March  1989. 
Write  to  the  Office  of  the  Dean,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  Texas  75275-0133 
and  enclose  C.V.  SMU  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity  /Title  IX  employer. 
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World  Evangelization  Status— 1988 


Christian  World 

1.7  Billion  People 
33  %  of  population 


Evangelized 

1  Non-Christian  World 

2.1  Billion  People 
41%  oj  population 


.  4*  SmB&w  ^ 


Unevangelized  World 
1.3  Billion  People 
26%  of  population 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  FOREIGN  MISSION  BOARD  GRAPHIC  BY  LINDA  ANDRUS 

According  to  mission  researchers,  some  1.7  billion  people  in  the 
world  profess  Christianity.  Another  2.1  billion  have  access  to  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  but  are  not  Christians.  The  remaining  1.3  billion  people  living  in 
the  world  are  unreached. 

Unreached  peoples 
challenge  Christians 


By  ERICH  BRIDGES 
Baptist  Missions  News  Service 

It  was  a  slow  news  day,  so  the  TV 
networks  picked  up  a  story  from  the 
long,  faceless  Iran-Iraq  war:  the  near 
destruction  of  a  Kurdish  village. 

Who  are  the  Kurds?  They  are  an 
ancient,  close-knit,  fiercely  indepen¬ 
dent  tribal  mountain  people.  Most 
live  in  areas  now  recognized  as  parts 
of  Iran,  Iraq,  Turkey,  Syria  and  the 
Soviet  Union. 

They  lost  control  of  their  homeland, 
Kurdistan,  when  maps  of  the  Middle 
East  were  redrawn  after  World  War  I. 

The  Kurds  number  about  24  million 
people— the  world’s  largest  national¬ 
ity  without  a  nation.  They  also  may 
be  the  largest  single  people-group  vir¬ 
tually  untouched  by  Christianity. 

Nearly  all  the  Kurds  are  Sunni 
Moslems;  probably  no  more  than  a 
few  hundred  are  Christians. 

A  Kurdish  translation  of  the  New 
Testament  was  completed  in  1872,  but 
it  is  practically  unavailable  where 
most  Kurds  live.  Kurdish  Christian 
broadcasts  and  Christian  literature  do 
not  exist.  All  five  countries  where 
they  live  are  closed  to  missionaries. 

Although  numerous,  the  Kurds  are 
only  one  of  thousands  of  distinct  ethno- 
linguistic  people  groups  in  the  world. 

An  ethno-linguistic  group  is  a  peo¬ 
ple  tied  together  by  name,  language, 
race,  heritage,  culture  and  sometimes 
geography,  though  many  groups  ex¬ 
tend  across  national  boundaries. 

Among  the  world’s  5.1  billion  people, 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  researchers  have  identified  as 
many  as  11,500  ethno-linguistic  groups. 

Many  peoples  ‘unevangelized’ 

Of  that  number,  researchers  say 
some  2,000  people  groups,  plus  more 
than  1,000  closed  cities  and  30  coun¬ 
tries— 1.3  billion  people— are  largely 
unevangelized  by  any  acceptable  defi¬ 


nition.  That’s  more  than  one  of  every 
four  people  on  earth. 

Narrowing  further,  research  re¬ 
veals  as  many  as  500  of  those  people 
groups  are  totally  unevangelized. 

That  means  “No  Christian  disciples, 
no  churches,  no  missions,  no  missionar¬ 
ies,  no  evangelists,  no  visiting  evange¬ 
lists,  no  radio,  no  television,  no  Bible, 
no  portion  of  the  Bible,"  said  David 
Barrett.  Mr.  Barrett  is  a  British  mis¬ 
sionary  researcher  and  editor  of  the 
World  Christian  Encyclopedia. 

And  to  reach  the  unreached  peoples, 
Christians  first  must  understand  who 
they  are,  where  they  live  and  why  they 
remain  strangers  to  the  gospel. 

National  borders  mean  little  to 
many  of  these  people.  They  have  seen 
their  historic  homelands  divided  and 
subdivided  by  international  politics, 
wars,  and  the  rise  and  fall  of  empires. 

“The  emergence  of  political  nations 
is  a  fairly  recent  historical  phenome¬ 
non,”  explains  David  Garrison  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Contrived  nations  unraveling 

“Oftentimes  these  artificial  bound¬ 
aries  imposed  from  the  West  complete¬ 
ly  disregarded  ancient  demographic 
ties  of  race,  language,  culture  and  reli¬ 
gion.  Since  the  collapse  of  Western  co¬ 
lonial  power  after  World  War  II,  these 
contrived  nations  have  begun  to  unrav¬ 
el  like  cheap  woven  cloth.” 

The  same  could  happen  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  among  the  increasingly  restive 
peoples  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  its 
satellites,  experts  say. 

"What  does  this  mean  for  Christian 
missions?”  Garrison  asked.  “It  may 
mean  we  need  to  readjust  the  lenses 
through  which  we  view  the  world. 

“Instead  of  clinging  to  colonial 
models  of  national  boundaries,  we 
should  see  the  peoples  of  the  world  as 
they  see  themselves,  as  distinct  ethnic 
and  linguistic  people  groups,”  he  said. 


UMC  may  open  ‘gateway’  for  retarded 

Proposed  club  for  young  adults  heads  readers 9  ideas  for  UM  ministry 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Church  may  be 
opening  “gateways”  to  Dale  Coffman 
and  others  like  him. 

Dale,  20,  of  Sunnyvale,  Texas,  has  se¬ 
vere  mental  retardation.  The  inquiries  of 
Dale’s  mother,  Beverly  Coffman,  about 
United  Methodist  ministries  to  people 
with  retardation  prompted  the  Reporter 
to  publish  a  three-part  series,  “Just  Like 
Us— Mental  Retardation  and  United 
Methodists”  in  December  1988  (see  UMR 
Dec.  2,  9  and  16). 

Responses  to  Dale’s  story  and  the  oth¬ 
er  two  parts  of  the  series  poured  in  to  the 
Reporter  in  December  and  January. 

Among  them  was  a  call  from  the  Rev. 
Earl  H.  Miller  of  Denver,  a  retired  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  clergyman  and  a  consultant 
with  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

UM  programs  going  in  2  cities 

Mr.  Miller  told  the  Reporter  that  proto¬ 
types  of  his  proposal  for  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  retardation  ministry  are  in  operation 
in  Denver  and  Leavenworth,  Kan. 

The  prototypes,  called  Gateway  Club, 
are  modeled  after  a  16-year-old  British 
program  that  is  part  of  that  country's 
national  health  service. 

Mr.  Miller  said  he  learned  about  the 
clubs  during  an  international  conference 
for  the  disabled  in  1982  in  Nairobi. 

In  Denver,  Gateway  Clubs  have  been 
pioneered  at  Valley  Vista  and  Park  Hill 
United  Methodist  churches. 

In  Leavenworth,  the  program  is  jointly 
sponsored  once  a  month  by  two  United 
Methodist  churches,  Trinity  and  Lansing. 

Clubs  are  intended  to  offer  fellowship 
and  worship  to  those  who  have  retarda¬ 
tion.  Able-bodied  United  Methodist  youths 
and  young  adults  will  be  encouraged  to 
participate  in  Gateway  Clubs  as  well. 

The  goal,  according  to  guidelines  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Leavenworth  club,  is  “to  de¬ 
crease  attitudinal  barriers  by  providing 
a  supportive,  all-inclusive  Christian  envi¬ 
ronment  in  which  the  mentally  handi¬ 
capped  and  non-handicapped  can  meet 
together  . . .  [and]  to  encourage  each  indi¬ 
vidual’s  relationship  with  Christ.” 

More  Gateway  Clubs  planned 

Now  that  the  proposal  has  come  suc¬ 
cessfully  through  an  experimental  peri¬ 
od,  Mr.  Miller  said  he  intends  to  promote 
Gateway  Clubs  as  a  ministry  across  the 
whole  church. 

“My  personal  goal  is  to  have  a  Gate¬ 
way  Club  in  at  least  each  one  of  the  73 
annual  conferences  by  the  end  of  the 
1989-92  quadrennium,”  Mr.  Miller  said. 

“I  hope  to  have  a  national  conference 
in  fall  1990  for  leaders  and  parents  of 
those  with  retardation  to  generate  enthu¬ 
siasm  and  focus  for  the  program. 

“The  climate  is  right.  We  need  to  tear 
away  the  isolation  and  alienation  felt  by  so 
many  parents  of  those  with  retardation.” 

Others  who  responded  to  the  three- 
part  December  series  supported  the  find¬ 
ings  of  the  Reporter’s  research,  namely 
that  prejudice  against  those  with  retar¬ 
dation  creates  the  biggest  barrier  to  ef¬ 
fective  ministry. 

Betty  Kellogg  teaches  a  Sunday  school 
class  for  those  with  retardation  at  Uni¬ 
versity  Park  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Denver. 

She  provided  the  Reporter  with  a  copy 
of  a  recent  "Denver  Post”  article  on  her 


Mental  Retardation 

and  United  Methodists 

RESPONSE 

class  that  quoted  her  co-teacher,  Marilyn 
Stoddard. 

Handicapped  people  ‘invisible’ 

The  article  relates  that  Ms.  Stoddard, 
in  her  master’s  thesis  at  UM-related  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver,  contended 
that  the  handicapped  are  “the  invisible 
people.” 

In  her  thesis  Ms.  Stoddard  wrote  that 


those  with  disabilities  still  feel  unwel¬ 
come  in  most  public  gatherings,  “espe¬ 
cially  churches.” 

In  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  Pat  Cook  di¬ 
rects  the  Gateway  Club.  Her  son,  John, 
21,  has  Down  Syndrome,  a  genetic  abnor¬ 
mality  resulting  in  mental  retardation. 

She,  too,  confirmed  the  Reporter’s  re¬ 
search  regarding  discriminatory  atti¬ 
tudes  against  those  with  retardation. 

"It’s  an  uphill  battle,”  Mrs.  Cook  said. 
“People  have  so  many  misconceptions 
about  people  with  retardation.  Funding 
[for  ministries  to  those  with  retardation] 
is  difficult  to  get.  But  the  church  needs  to 
open  its  doors  to  these  folks.” 

Attitudes  create  barriers 

Mr.  Miller  agreed,  saying,  “Attitudinal 
barriers  are  worse  than  architectural 
barriers.” 

Some  respondents,  however,  gave  evi¬ 
dence  that  negative  attitudes  toward 
those  with  retardation  appear  to  be 
changing. 

Johnnie  Ragsdale  is  Christian  educa¬ 


tion  director  for  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alamogordo,  N.M.  She  wrote 
that  members  of  her  church  have  accept¬ 
ed  participation  in  Sunday  school  class 
by  those  with  mental  disabilities. 

“These  mentally  handicapped  persons 
have  so  much  love  to  give  that  they  seem 
to  attract  people  to  help,”  she  wrote. 

Shirley  Howenstine,  coordinator  of  an 
ecumenical  special  education  religious 
class  at  Glenview  (Ill.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  also  agreed  that  attitudes  are 
changing. 

“Slowly,  the  stigma  is  being  erased,” 
she  wrote. 

Beverly  Coffman,  Dale’s  mother,  told 
the  Reporter  in  January  that  the  re¬ 
sponses  have  given  her  encouragement. 

“It  looks  like  this  [ministry  to  people 
with  retardation]  is  an  idea  whose  time 
has  really  come,”  she  said. 

Information  on  Gateway  Club  is  avail¬ 
able  from  Mr.  Miller,  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Department,  Room  350,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 


Current  efforts,  resources  listed 


Several  responses  to  the  Reporter’s  se¬ 
ries  on  mental  retardation  and  United 
Methodists  mentioned  local  programs 
currently  in  operation. 

In  addition  to  those  listed  in  the  ac¬ 
companying  story,  they  include: 

•A  Sunday  school  class  for  retarded 
young  adults  at  Cockrell  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cockrell  Hill,  Tex¬ 
as,  a  suburb  of  Dallas. 

•A  Sunday  school  class  for  the  men¬ 
tally  disabled  at  Evangelical  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pottsville,  Pa. 

•A  program  called  "The  Chapel  for 
the  Exceptional”  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 


The  Central  Texas  Annual  Conference 
is  attempting  to  start  Aldersgate  Enrich¬ 
ment  Center,  a  residential  and  training 
program  for  adults  with  retardation,  in 
Brownwood,  Texas,  said  the  Rev.  Eldon 
D.  Traster  Jr.,  conference  health  and 
welfare  chairman. 

He  said  the  center  would  accept  peo¬ 
ple  from  anywhere  in  the  United  States. 

Construction  has  been  delayed,  howev¬ 
er,  because  Aldersgate's  non-profit  cor¬ 
poration  has  been  able  to  secure  only  $1 
million  of  the  $5  million  needed  to  build 
the  center,  he  added. 

The  Rev.  John  A.  Massimilla,  a  retired 
United  Methodist  clergyman,  and  his 
wife,  Edna,  said  they  have  written  sever¬ 


al  resources  on  retardation  ministries. 
Information  is  available  from  the  Massi- 
millas’  Ministries  for  the  Disabled,  P.O. 
Box  21,  Hatboro,  Pa.  19040. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  the  church’s  official  publisher, 
lists  resources  on  retardation  in  its  cata¬ 
log,  said  its  president,  Robert  K.  Feaster. 

Among  these  are  teachers’  guides, 
children's  books  and  works  by  retarda¬ 
tion  experts  Robert  and  Martha  Perske, 
Mr.  Feaster  said. 

Information  on  these  resources  is 
available  from  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  P.O.  Box  801,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  37202. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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Korean  youth  gather  for  ministry  training 

POCONO  HILLS,  Pa.— Korean-American  college  and  graduate  students  share  their  faith  during  the  recent 
“Spirit  ’89"  gathering.  The  event  was  the  first  time  Korean-American  young  adults  gathered  nationally  for  a  re¬ 
treat  that  focused  on  their  spiritual  heritage  and  the  potential  for  them  to  become  professional  ministers  in  local 
Korean-American  United  Methodist  churches.  More  than  170  participants  came  from  Boston,  New  York,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  Chicago,  Washington,  Dallas,  San  Antonio  and  Lubbock,  Texas. 


Atlanta  schools  may  train  missionaries 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  new  center  for  train¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  missionaries  will 
be  located  in  Atlanta,  if  directors  of  the 
denomination’s  world  mission  agency  ap¬ 
prove  the  site  at  their  April  14-21  meet¬ 
ing  in  New  York. 

The  recommendation  was  announced 
by  officials  of  the  UM  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Jan.  12. 

It  calls  for  the  center  to  be  located  at 
two  United  Methodist-related  institutions: 
Emory  University’s  Candler  School  of 
Theology  and  the  historically  black  Inter¬ 


denominational  Theological  Center. 

Betty  S.  Gordon,  Bluefield,  W.Va.,  who 
led  a  five-member  site  visitation  team, 
said  Atlanta  was  chosen  because  Candler 
and  ITC  best  met  criteria  ranging  from 
academic  facilities  to  opportunities  for 
cross-cultural  and  experimental  learning 
in  the  community. 

The  suggestion  of  a  center  to  better 
equip  the  church’s  missionaries  was  made 
in  1983  by  the  mission  board’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent. 

Other  United  Methodist  institutions 
considered  for  the  new  center  were  Gar- 


Evangelists  urge  ‘back 
to  basics’  faith-sharing 


rett-Evangelical  Seminary,  Evanston, 
Ill.;  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas, 
Texas;  and  United  Theological  Seminary, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

“All  offered  excellent  resources  and 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  use  special  areas  of 
expertise  offered  by  each  of  them  in  the 
total  training  of  the  missionary  commu¬ 
nity,”  said  Sheila  Flemming,  associate 
general  secretary,  Mission  Personnel 
Resource  Program  Department. 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Jones,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Con¬ 
roe,  Texas,  chairman  of  the  site  selection 
team,  said  all  United  Methodist  seminar¬ 


ies  and  the  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  were  invited  to  submit 
proposals  for  the  new  center. 

Visits  were  made  to  all  interested  in¬ 
stitutions  and  the  list  reduced  to  four. 

According  to  the  board’s  Jan.  21  release, 
reasons  for  choosing  the  Atlanta  site  in¬ 
cluded  a  strong  academic  curriculum,  fac¬ 
ulty  from  two  institutions,  quick  access  to 
office  and  housing  space  (late  1989)  and 
proximity  to  several  centers  for  interna¬ 
tional  work,  including  the  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Institute  at  Candler. 

The  two  Atlanta-based  seminaries 
have  agreed  to  raise  an  undisclosed 
amount  to  help  with  start-up  costs. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— A  “return  to  the  basics” 
of  Bible  study  and  biblical  preaching, 
along  with  faithfulness  to  the  task  of 
winning  converts,  was  called  for  during 
the  United  Methodist  Council  on  Evange¬ 
lism  Jan.  3-5  in  Atlanta. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  (needs 
to)  go  back  to  the  basics,  to  the  funda¬ 
mentals  of  our  faith,”  the  Rev.  John  Ed 
Mathison  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  said  in 
the  concluding  address  of  three  days  of 
sermons  and  workshops.  "We  are  here  to 
make  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ." 

Dr.  Mathison  is  pastor  of  the  4,800- 
member  Frazer  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  one  of  the  fastest-growing 
churches  in  United  Methodism.  Average 
Sunday  worship  attendance  is  3,400. 

The  Rev.  Alfred  D.  Norris,  president  of 
United  Methodism’s  Gammon  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Atlanta,  said  during  two 
addresses  that  United  Methodists  “begin 
with  the  Bible,”  and  that  he  “sense(s)  a 
hunger”  for  Bible  study  and  biblical 
preaching  “in  every  church  I  visit." 

He  characterized  the  Bible  as  “the 
pastor’s  playbook  and  textbook.” 

United  Methodism,  Dr.  Norris  said, 
has  “the  capacity  to  address  any  situa¬ 
tion,  but  we  were  strangely  silent  for  25 


years  while,  year  after  year,  our  mem¬ 
bership  declined.” 

The  denomination,  he  asserted,  must 
"understand  that  Jesus  is  its  Lord.” 

In  the  keynote  address  of  the  meeting, 
the ‘Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  of  Nashville 
called  for  global  emphasis  in  evangelism 
to  address  the  “human  holocaust  of  peo¬ 
ple  oppressing  people.” 

Formerly  on  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
staff,  Dr.  Fox  began  new  duties  Jan.  1  as 
director  of  the  World  Methodist  Council’s 
evangelism  program. 

"It  is  not  the  time  to  retreat,”  he  said.  “If 
the  disciples  in  the  Upper  Room  had  em¬ 
ployed  a  counselor  to  assess  the  possibili¬ 
ties,  they  would  never  have  left  the  room.” 

More  than  500  annual  conference,  dis¬ 
trict  and  local  church  evangelism  lead¬ 
ers  were  registered  for  the  meeting,  with 
attendance  at  some  sessions  reaching  al¬ 
most  800. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Evangelism,  an  affiliate  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  and  by  the  board’s 
section  on  evangelism. 

Several  hours  of  workshops  were  of¬ 
fered  on  themes  such  as  “Holy  Spirit 
Evangelism,”  “More  Than  Bread,"  “The 
Church  as  the  Family  of  God”  and  “Evan¬ 
gelism  Through  World  Mission.” 


New  book  profiles 
‘parable’  churches 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.— The  "silver  lin¬ 
ing”  in  the  cloud  of  United  Methodism’s 
membership  slump  may  be  found  in  10 
local  churches— six  in  Texas— that  grew 
by  1,200-2,000  members  in  1980-85. 

The  success  stories  of  the  10  most  rap¬ 
idly  growing  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States  are  featured  in 
“Parable  Churches:  Stories  of  United 
Methodism’s  Fastest  Growing  Churches,” 
a  new  release  from  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“Parable  Churches,”  written  by  ad¬ 
junct  board  staff  members  Ralph  and 
Nell  Mohney,  profiles  the  churches— all 
in  the  southwestern  and  southeastern 
United  States— with  the  largest  leap  in 
membership. 

They  are  deemed  “parable  churches” 
because  they,  like  the  stories  told  by  Je¬ 
sus,  give  a  picture;  in  this  case,  of  active, 
bustling  Christian  communities. 

The  churches  (and  their  senior  pastors) 
featured  are:  Frazer  Memorial,  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Ala.,  the  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathi¬ 
son;  Ben  Hill,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  Rev. 
Walter  Kimbrough;  First,  Fort  Worth, 


Texas,  the  Rev.  H.  Barry  Bailey;  High¬ 
land  Park,  Dallas,  the  Rev.  Leighton 
Farrell;  Bear  Creek,  Houston,  the  Rev. 
Robert  E.  Long;  Memorial  Drive,  Hous¬ 
ton,  the  Rev.  H.  Eugene  Cragg;  Custer 
Road,  Plano,  Texas,  the  Rev.  Mark 
Craig;  Roswell,  Ga.,  the  Rev.  Malone 
Dodson;  St.  Luke’s,  Houston,  the  Rev. 
James  W.  Moore,  and  St.  James,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  the  Rev.  John  P.  Miles. 

The  book,  produced  late  in  1988,  is  not 
for  sale  but  will  be  sent  to  senior  pastors 
of  all  large-membership  churches— 
those  with  more  than  300  in  attendance 
each  Sunday— in  an  effort  to  impart 
helpful  information  with  an  eye  toward 
numerical  growth.  It  is  part  of  a  board- 
wide  initiative  to  provide  resources  and 
support  for  large  churches  within  the  9.1 
million-member  denomination,  and  part 
of  a  churchwide  effort  to  reverse  a  23- 
year-old  membership  slide. 

The  Mohneys  serve  as  staff  consul¬ 
tants  to  local  and  regional  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bodies  in  the  area  of  church  growth 
and  evangelism.  The  parable  churches' 
stories  have  relevance  for  any  United 
Methodist  pastor  and  congregation,  the 
authors  say. 


Your 

Investment 
in  Mission 
Reaps 

>Tr  Rich 
^  Returns 


Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Purchase 

Interest  Rate 

Flexible  Investment 

$100 

6.75% 

(payable  on  demand) 

One-year  Term 

$100 

7% 

Four-year  Term 

$100 

8% 

•  For  as  little  as  $100,  notes  may  be  purchased  bearing  interest 
rates  accruing  daily. 

•  There  are  no  broker's  fees,  so  100%  of  the  note  proceeds  go 
directly  to  the  Fund. 

•  Available  only  to  United  Methodist  individuals,  local  churches, 
clubs,  organizations.  Boards  or  agencies. 

•  The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches, 
parsonages  and  mission  buildings. 

I  The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Respond  now!  I  Suite  320,  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 
Tel.  (212)  870-3856 
or  1  -800-862-4769  if  out-of-NY  State 


Call  or  write; 
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TEMUCO,  Chile— Two  Mapuehe  Indians  practice  improved  farming 
techniques  they  have  learned  through  a  UM-sponsored  rural  works  project 
outside  Temuco.  The  project  also  teaches  the  Mapuches  better  nutrition 
and  health  habits. 

Chile’s  natives  learn 
better  ways  to  farm 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Commitment  to  the  native  peoples  in 
Chile  continues  to  be  a  priority  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Funds  for  that  work  come  through  the 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church,  the 
denomination’s  program  of  designated, 
second-mile  giving. 

Chile  is  a  long,  narrow  country  on  the 
west  coast  of  South  America.  Its  width 
varies  between  100  and  250  miles,  and  its 
Pacific  coastline  stretches  close  to  2,700 
miles  north  to  south.  The  entire  length  is 
dominated  by  the  rugged  Andes— the 
longest  mountain  chain  in  the  world. 

In  the  remote  areas  of  the  mountains 
live  the  Mapuehe  Indians,  indigenous 
people  of  Chile. 

Life  for  much  of  this  rural,  peasant 
population  is  marred  by  high  infant  mor¬ 
tality,  malnutrition  and  unemployment. 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Chile  has  cre¬ 
ated  a  rural-work  board  to  assist  the  Ma- 
puche  Indians  with  self-development, 
especially  with  agriculture,  health  and 
nutrition. 

One  such  program  involves  Mapuehe 
Indians  near  Temuco  in  central  Chile. 
Another  assists  at  least  350  Mapuehe 
families  living  in  six  communities  sur¬ 
rounding  Nueva  Imperial. 

United  Methodist  missionaries  as¬ 
signed  to  Chile  provide  technical  instruc¬ 
tion  to  help  the  Mapuehe  families  farm 
the  land. 

Although  each  family  lives  on  eight 
acres  of  land  or  less,  only  one-half  of  the 
land  is  suitable  for  raising  crops.  Much 
of  the  land  has  been  ruined  by  erosion 
and  improper  cultivation. 

Officials  at  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  say  the  missionaries'  goals 
are  to  aid  the  people  in  achieving  digni¬ 
ty,  self-respect  and  self-worth.  That  way 
the  Indians  can  better  manage  their  own 
affairs  in  the  Mapuehe  community. 

Some  objectives  of  the  UM  missionary 
work  are: 

•  To  encourage  the  planting  of  family 
gardens  and  to  raise  small  domestic  ani¬ 
mals  to  improve  family  diets. 

•To  provide  training  in  hygiene,  nu¬ 
trition,  child  care,  home  management. 
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in  Missions 
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first  aid,  sewing,  weaving  and  other  ac¬ 
tivities  basic  to  the  well-being  of  farm 
families. 

•To  stimulate  the  feeling  of  self- 
worth  and  reinforce  confidence  in  ability 
to  overcome  difficulties. 

•  To  provide  training  for  local  leaders. 

•  To  help  with  the  retention  and  recov¬ 
ery  of  Mapuehe  cultural  values  as  valu¬ 
able  assets. 

By  joining  hands  with  Methodists  in 
Chile,  the  United  Methodist  relief  com¬ 
mittee  helps  Mapuehe  farmers  “help 
themselves”  as  a  Christian  witness  in 
Latin  America. 

Gifts  to  the  "Mapuehe  Integral  Self¬ 
development  Project"  can  be  sent  any 
via  the  conference  treasurer  and  marked 
for  Advance  No.  707600-7. 


Blending  theory  with  reality 

Tour  of  United  Methodist  missions  in  U.S.  enlightens  seminarians 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Merging  theory  with  hands-on  experi¬ 
ence,  13  United  Methodist  seminary  stu¬ 
dents  completed  an  “East  Coast 
Pilgrimage”  this  month  to  UM-related 
mission  programs. 

The  Dec.  28-Jan.  15  program,  fourth  in 
an  annual  series,  was  co-sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Theological  Schools. 

"This  trip  helps  seminarians  learn 
what  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  all 
about,  especially  mission  in  this  coun¬ 
try,”  said  Marian  Martin,  a  mission 
board  executive  coordinating  the  tour. 

"Most  of  these  students  will  be  in  minis¬ 
try  in  the  U.S.,  so  they  need  to  dispel  the 
myth  that  The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
only  in  mission  overseas.  We  are  a  global 
church,  but  mission  in  the  U.S.  is  just  as 
important  as  overseas  mission.” 

University 
Senate  elects 
Nebraskan 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  president  of  Ne¬ 
braska  Wesleyan  University  was  elected 
president  Jan.  6  of  the  United  Methodist 
panel  that  approves  schools  and  colleges 
to  receive  denominational  funds. 

Dr.  John  W.  White  Jr„  president  of  the 
1,200-student  institution  in  Lincoln,  Neb., 
since  1977,  was  selected  to  preside  over 
the  United  Methodist  University  Senate 
through  1992. 

Dr.  White  has  been  a  University  Sen¬ 
ate  member  since  1985  and  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  panel’s  Commission  on  Black 
Colleges. 

The  University  Senate,  a  25-member 
body  of  higher  education  professionals, 
regularly  evaluates  schools  to  determine 
whether  they  merit  church  affiliation.  A 
school  can’t  receive  money  from  United 
Methodist  local,  regional  or  general 
church  organizations  unless  it  has  been 
approved  by  the  University  Senate. 

Currently,  125  schools,  colleges  and 
universities  are  affiliated  with  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Church  law  requires  an  on-site  review 
of  each  United  Methodist-related  school  by 
the  senate  at  least  once  every  10  years. 

Criteria  for  being  affiliated  include 
academic  quality  and  freedom,  adher* 
ence  to  United  Methodist  values  and  ra¬ 
cial,  and  sexual  diversity  of  faculty  and 
student  body. 

Among  the  University  Senate’s  most 
widely  publicized  recent  actions  were  re¬ 
moval  of  Oral  Roberts  University’s  semi¬ 
nary  from  the  list  of  schools  approved  to 
train  United  Methodist  ministers;  the  on¬ 
going  review  of  tensions  between  Boston 
University’s  administration  and  its  School 
of  Theology;  and  consultation  with  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  in  the 
wake  of  that  school’s  play-for-pay  athletic 
scandals. 

The  University  Senate  is  divided  into 
four  commissions,  which  visit  institu¬ 
tions,  evaluate  programs  and  recom¬ 
mend  actions  to  the  full  group. 
Commission  chairmen  are: 

•  Dr.  David  Ruffer,  president,  Al¬ 
bright  College,  Reading,  Pa.,  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Black  Colleges. 

•Dr.  Gael  D.  Swing,  president,  North 
Central  College,  Naperville,  Ill.,  Com¬ 
mission  on  Institutional  Review. 

•Dr.  Julius  S.  Scott,  president,  Paine 
College,  Augusta,  Ga.,  Commission  on 
Theological  Education. 

•Dr.  Joab  Lesene  Jr.,  president,  Wof¬ 
ford  College,  Spartanburg,  S.C.,  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Preparatory  Schools. 

The  University  Senate  meets  twice  a 
year.  The  next  meeting  is  set  for  mid- 
June. 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
475-member  suburban  church.  Responsibilities: 
oversee  entire  C.E.  program,  including  youth 
ministries  and  program  development  with 
CO  M.  Salary  and  benefits  to  $24,000.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Montgomery  UMC,  28325  Kemptown 
Rd..  Damascus.  MD  20872.  


OPPORTUNITY  TO  HELP  PEOPLE  while 

earning  good  income.  American  Safety  Products 
has  several  openings  in  your  area  as  "Health/ 
Safety  Consultants”.  Earn  $200,  $300,  $500  per 
week  and  more,  part-time/full-time.  No  invest¬ 
ment!  No  experience  necessary'  Call:  Angie. 
(615)  478-1126. 10:00  A  M  -  5:00  P  M 


COORDINATOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN 

Ministries  Chance  to  work  with  young  people  in 
challenging  atmosphere.  Part-time.  Cleveland 
United  Methodist  Church,  28038  Cleveland  Ave¬ 
nue,  Punta  Gorda,  FL  33982. 


FULL-TIME  CHURCH  ACCOMPANIST  needed 
for  a  Jesus-praising.  vibrant  United  Methodist 
church.  Skills  needed  include  organ,  piano,  syn¬ 
thesizer  playing  as  well  as  improvisation  This  is 
an  exciting  church  of  3000  members  in  Orlando. 
Florida  Further  information  contact:  Tom 
Drick,  c/o  Pinecastle  United  Methodist  Church- 
(407)  855-3910 


POSITION  WANTED  MATURE.  SETTLED 
male,  with  family,  seeking  full-time  position  as 
children's/youth  and/or  young  adult  minister. 
Graduate  of  Liberty  Christian  College,  Pensaco¬ 
la.  Florida  Resume  available.  Call:  John  Adams. 
(904)  457-1176.  Methodist  background. 


FOR  RENT:  2720  SQUARE  FOOT  4  BEDROOM 
executive  home.  Albuquerque.  New  Mexico.  Ex¬ 
cellent  for  those  wishing  to  explore  SW  area  be- 
fore  purchasing  permanent  home.  (505)  255-5060. 


VISITING  ENGLAND?  CHRISTIAN  COUPLE  in¬ 
vites  guests  Comfortable  warm  home  in  Robin  Hood 
country  Nottinghamshire  We  offer  help  and  advice 
and  will  meet  you  at  airport.  Bed  and  breakfast  10 
pounds.  Details  Ken  Hawkins  12  Cambouroe  Gar- 
dens,  Ravenshead,  Nottingham,  England 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145 
week.  $450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability. 
Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507 


DALLAS/FORT  WORTH  AREA  Architectural/ 
interior  design,  construction,  remodeling,  land¬ 
scaping,  building  repair /maintenance.  We  are  ar¬ 
tistic  knowledgeable,  experienced,  result  oriented 
and  have  pride  in  our  customers.  (214)  942-3622. 


the  church  today 


Interfaith  cable  network 
seeks  UM  worship  tapes 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Videos  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  worship  services  are  being 
sought  for  use  on  VISN  (Vision  Interfaith 
Satellite  Network),  the  cable  network  be¬ 
gun  in  1988  by  agencies  of  several  de¬ 
nominations,  including  United  Methodist. 

Beginning  Feb.  27,  the  network  will 
broadcast  11:30  a.m.-3  a.m.  weekdays 
and  8  a.m. -2  a.m.  weekends. 

Each  weekday  broadcast  will  begin 
and  end  with  a  half-hour  of  worship. 

Nelson  Price  of  New  York,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  United  Methodist  Communications' 
Public  Media  Division,  said  UM  worship 
services  will  be  featured  one  day  weekly 
for  13  weeks,  beginning  next  month. 

Communications  agency  adds 
staffers  in  West,  South 

NASHVILLE-The  United  Methodist 
communications  agency  has  added  two 
people  to  its  field  staff  who  help  explain 
denominational  programs. 

Deanna  Armstrong,  a  former  execu¬ 
tive  with  the  General  Board  of  Pensions 
in  Evanston,  Ill.,  will  be  based  in  Phoe¬ 
nix,  Ariz.,  to  work  mainly  in  the  Western 
Jurisdiction. 

Roderick  Hargo,  a  project  manager 
for  United  Methodist  Communications  in 
Nashville,  will  do  similar  work  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  His  office 
will  be  in  Dallas. 

Addition  of  these  two  gives  United 
Methodist  Communications  a  staff  repre¬ 
sentative  in  each  of  the  church’s  five  re- 


Some  stopping  points  on  the  tour  in¬ 
cluded  the  United  Methodist-owned 
Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations  in 
New  York;  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  headquarters  in  Washington; 
the  Robeson  County  (N.C.)  Church  and 
Community  Center;  Epworth  by  the  Sea, 
the  UM-retreat  center  at  St.  Simons  Is¬ 
land,  Ga.;  a  Church  World  Service  re¬ 
gional  office  in  Coral  Gables,  Fla.;  and 
United  Theological  College  of  the  West 
Indies  in  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

This  year’s  participants  included  stu¬ 
dents  from  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology;  School  of  Theology  at  Clare¬ 
mont  (Calif.);  Drew  University  Theological 
School  in  Madison,  N.J.;  Duke  University 
Divinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C.;  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta;  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver;  and  Method¬ 
ist  Theological  School  of  Ohio. 

Five  were  international  students:  Two 
natives  of  Korea  and  one  each  from  Sierra 
Leone,  South  Africa  and  the  Philippines. 

Ms.  Martin  said  the  seminaries,  the 
students  and  the  Global  Ministries  board 
shared  the  cost  of  the  trip. 

The  program  was  started  by  retired 
Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  of  Minneapolis.  A 
report  of  the  entire  trip  is  to  be  written 
jointly  by  the  seminarians  and  presented 
to  the  Council  of  Bishops  later  this  year. 

Students  meet  homeless  people 

Sangwoo  Shin,  a  Korean  attending 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology, 
said  it  was  an  educational  experience  for 
him  to  see  that  “so  many  people  are  in 
living  in  poverty  in  the  United  States.” 

Missions  board 
to  send  liaison 
to  Jerusalem 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  first  regularly  as¬ 
signed  missionary  to  Jerusalem  has  been 
appointed  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  world  mission  board. 

The  Rev.  Romeo  L.  del  Rosario  will 
serve  as  liaison  between  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Middle  East 
Council  of  Churches  in  Jerusalem. 

“It  is  crucial  for  one  of  the  largest 
Protestant  churches  in  the  United  States 
to  be  present  in  the  Middle  East,”  said 
Mary  Sue  Robinson,  an  official  with  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 

Ms.  Robinson,  a  former  missionary 
who  served  in  Algeria,  is  the  board’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  for  Africa,  Europe  and 
the  Middle  East. 

Mr.  del  Rosario,  a  Philippines  native 
who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1970, 
has  spent  the  past  three  years  as  a  teach¬ 
er  and  director  at  Theological  Hall  in 
Freetown,  Sierre  Leone. 

His  appointment  in  Jerusalem,  effec¬ 
tive  July  1,  will  be  preceded  by  classes  in 
Muslim-Christian  relations  and  continu¬ 
ing  Arabic-language  studies  at  Hartford 
Seminary. 

Ms.  Robinson  pointed  out  that  Mr.  del 
Rosario's  mission  will  not  be  to  set  up  a 
United  Methodist  church  but  to  strength¬ 
en  the  Christian  community  and  be  an 
active  participant  in  “peacemaking  and 
reconciliation.” 

About  30  percent  of  the  Palestinians 
living  in  the  West  Bank/Jerusalem  and 
Gaza  strip  are  Christian. 


He  said  the  trip  inspired  him  to  create 
ministries  with  the  homeless  when  he 
completes  his  seminary  training. 

David  Kazuya  Nieda,  a  student  at  Iliff, 
said,  “This  trip  was  the  first  time  I  have 
come  face  to  face  with  some  problems  of 
this  country  and  how  the  church  is  trying 
to  solve  them.  Most  things  we  learn  in 
seminary  are  all  theory  until  we  actually 
go  out  and  work  with  with  people.” 

A  Japanese-American  and  native  of  Los 
Angeles,  Mr.  Nieda  said  he  would  remem¬ 
ber  most  being  with  the  homeless  in  New 
York  on  New  Year’s  Eve. 

That  was  when  the  13  students  and 
four  mission  board  staffers  stood  on  the 
streets  of  New  York  in  front  of  Grand 
Central  Station  and  gave  food  to  the 
homeless.  Afterwards  the  group  had  a 
midnight  worship  service. 

“The  saddest  thing  about  the  homeless 
is  not  that  they  have  no  place  to  stay  and 
that  they  are  hungry  but  that  their  digni¬ 
ty  has  been  taken  from  them,”  Mr.  Nieda 
said.  “That  hit  home  with  me.” 

He  said  he  and  several  others  students 
were  seeing  the  American  East  Coast  for 
the  first  time.  He  said  the  trip  would 
help  him  have  a  better  understanding  of 
what  it  means  to  be  a  minister  of  the 
whole  United  Methodist  Church. 

“I  think  that  if  we  concentrate  less  on 
our  jurisdictions,  regions  and  districts 
and  be  more  of  a  human  family,  we  can 
learn  more  from  each  other  as  United 
Methodists  on  the  East  and  West  Coasts 


and  deal  more  with  the  issues,”  Mr. 
Nieda  said. 

Rural  work  remembered 

Marty  Hoffman  of  Cincinnati,  a  semi¬ 
nary  student  at  Duke,  said  she  would  re¬ 
member  most  her  visit  to  the  migrant 
camps  in  South  Carolina  and  the  minis¬ 
tries  of  the  UM-Rural  Life  Center  at 
John’s  Island,  S.C. 

“It’s  good  to  see  what  our  church  is  do¬ 
ing  there  and  how  the  programs  are 
helping  the  children  develop  normal 
lives,”  she  said. 

“It’s  heartbreaking  to  see  that  they 
have  to  go  back  to  cramped  living  condi¬ 
tions  when  they  leave  the  UM-sponsored 
day-care  center  everyday.” 

Ms.  Hoffman,  who  is  in  her  second 
year  at  the  seminary,  also  is  pastor  of 
Mount  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Bahama,  N.C. 

Sherry  Townsend  of  Houston,  a  first- 
year  student  at  Gammon,  said  she  was  im¬ 
pressed  by  her  visit  to  Bethune-Cookman 
College  in  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  and  the 
tour  of  the  Mary  McLeod  Bethune  home. 

“That  visit  reminded  me  that  future 
United  Methodist  pastors  must  have  a 
sense  of  responsibility  to  United  Method¬ 
ist  institutions,”  she  said.  "So  many  sac¬ 
rifices  were  made  for  these  places,  but 
young  people  rarely  hear  about  them. 

“This  trip  gave  us  a  chance  to  look  at 
ourselves  and  decide  what  we  can  do  in 
our  church  and  in  our  communities.” 


Colorado  UM  minister 
lobbies  for  4 gay 5  rights 


By  ROBERT  E.  BOCZKIEWICZ 

Twenty  years  as  a  United  Methodist 
pastor,  followed  by  18  years  as  a  pasto¬ 
ral  counselor  in  private  practice,  led  the 
Rev.  Homer  P.  Bollinger  to  become  an 
activist  several  months  ago  on  behalf  of 
homosexuals. 

Last  summer,  he  formed  a  clergy  co¬ 
alition  in  Fort  Collins,  Colo.,  to  support  a 
proposed  ordinance  that  would  have  pro¬ 
hibited  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation. 

"I  couldn’t  sit  around  doing  nothing 
when  I  realized  how  misinformed  so 
many  people  are,"  said  Mr.  Bollinger. 

The  city  council  of  the  town  of 
90,000— home  to  Colorado  State  Univer¬ 
sity-had  referred  the  emotionally 
charged  proposal  to  the  voters  Nov.  8. 

Although  the  proposal  was  defeated, 
the  43  percent  level  of  support  surprised 
both  proponents  and  opponents,  said  Mr. 
Bollinger,  who  added  that  the  clergy  co¬ 
alition  would  continue  in  existence  “to 
help  people  become  better  informed.” 

Mr.  Bollinger  said  one  reason  he 
formed  the  Fort  Collins  clergy  coalition 
for  the  anti-discrimination  ordinance 
was  "to  see  that  the  church  does  its  best 
to  meet  the  needs  of  all  its  constituents.” 

The  coalition  consists  of  pastors  from 
such  faiths  as  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S. A.),  Episcopal  Church,  United 
Church  of  Christ;  Unity  and  Unitarian 
Universalist  Association. 

A  fellowship  of  evangelical  ministers 
rallied  opposition  to  the  proposed  ordi¬ 
nance.  Both  sides  conducted  educational 
programs  and  preached  about  the  proposal. 

“We’re  getting  and  doing  training  to 


inform  the  community  in  various  ways,” 
said  Mr.  Bollinger.  “We  will  continue  un¬ 
til  the  community  has  a  more  healthy 
understanding  of  the  situation.” 

The  65-year-old  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  committee  on  sexuality  ministries  re¬ 
tired  from  the  pastorate  in  1970  and  began 
a  private  practice  of  pastoral  counseling. 

“By  training,  I  have  an  awareness  of 
who  ‘gays’  and  lesbians  are  and  how  they 
are  so  much  like  the  rest  of  us,”  he  said. 
“There  is  no  reason  for  the  prejudice 
against  them  that  there  is.” 

Mr.  Bollinger  said  he  was  encouraged 
that  the  1988  General  Conference  had 
mandated  a  study  of  homosexuality. 

"I  think  study  is  the  way  to  go,”  he  said 
of  the  General  Conference  action.  “With¬ 
out  good  study,  we  make  decisions  based 
upon  whims  and  early  experience  and 
pressure  from  others  and  upon  biases.” 

Mr.  Bollinger  graduated  from  the 
United  Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver  and  was  ordained  an 
elder  in  1949. 

He  served  congregations  in  Nebraska 
and  Colorado  before  moving  to  Fort  Col¬ 
lins  in  1965  as  youth  minister  at  First 
Methodist  Church. 

His  career  shifted  from  the  pastorate 
to  counseling  after  he  received  a  mas¬ 
ter’s  degree  in  psychology. 

Mr.  Bollinger  said  that  he  and  his  wife, 
Ruth,  who  has  a  master’s  degree  in  so¬ 
cial  work,  are  trained  in  sexual  counsel¬ 
ing  and  therapy. 

He  said  his  own  involvement  in  sexual¬ 
ity  issues  went  back  some  15  years  and 
was  prompted,  in  part,  by  activity  across 
the  denomination  on  the  subject. 


gional  U.S.  jurisdictions. 

The  other  three  are  the  Rev.  M.  Ervin 
Dailey,  Birmingham,  Ala.  (Southeastern 
Jurisdiction);  the  Rev.  W.  Cannon  Kin- 
nard,  St.  Louis  (North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion);  and  Paula  C.  Watson,  Spring 
Valley,  N.Y.  (Northeastern  Jurisdiction). 

Former  corporate  executive  fills 
post  at  UM  education  agency 

NASHVILLE— A  corporate  executive 
with  more  than  30  years  of  management 
experience  has  filled  the  top  administra¬ 
tive  post  at  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Clarke  McClendon,  a  lifelong  United 
Methodist  who  lives  in  Nashville,  began 
duties  Jan.  9  as  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  for  administration. 

Mr.  McClendon  succeeds  Martha  Law¬ 
rence,  who  will  retire  from  the  board  in 
June  after  32  years.  She  began  a  six- 
month  study  leave  Jan.  1. 

From  1955  to  1985,  Mr.  McClendon,  a 
member  of  Belmont  United  Methodist 
Church,  filled  various  management  posi¬ 
tions  for  Ralston  Purina  Co. 

Indianapolis  chosen  site 
of  UM  mission  convocation 

NEW  YORK— Indianapolis  has  been 
selected  as  the  site  of  the  next  United 
Methodist  Mission  Convocation. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  Mission  Education  and  Cultivation 
Program  Department  month  announced 
last  month  the  event  will  be  held  April 
18-21  1991 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Where  are  the 
leaders  for  the 
Church  of  Tomorrow? 

In  your  United  Methodist  Seminaries  today! 


Boston  University  School  of  Theology 

Boston,  MA  /  (617)  353-3036 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
Emory  University 

Atlanta,  GA  /  (404)  727-6326 

School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 

Claremont,  CA  /  (714)  626-3521  ext  214 

Drew  University  Theological  School 

Madison,  N[  /  (201 )  408-3257 

Duke  University  Divinity  School 

Durham,  NC  /  (919)  684-2603 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary 

Atlanta,  GA  /  (404  )  527-7770 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 

Evanston,  IL  /  (312)  866-3906 

Iliff  School  of  Theology 

Denver,  CO  /  (303)  744-1287 

Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio 

Delaware,  OH  /  ( 800 )  333-MTSO 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 

Dallas,  TX/(  214)  692-2293 

Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology 

Kansas  City,  MO  /  (816)  483-9600 

United  Theological  Seminary 

Dayton,  OH  /  (513)  278-5817 

Wesley  Theological  Seminary 

Washington,  DC  /  (202)  885-8652 

For  further  information  contact: 

Division  of  Ordained  Ministry 
P.O.  Box  871 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
(615)  340-7388 

Board  of 
Higher  Education 
&  Ministry 

“A  Tradition  of  Excellence" 
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370  CHURCHES  PAY  OUT  100%  IN  1988 

A  Report  from  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 


Alexandria  District  — 

65  %  of  Churches 

FUMC  Alexandria  Dr.  Tracy  Arnold 

St.  Marks  UMC  Rev.  Leon  Zordau 

Newman  UMC  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  Davis 

Trinity  UMC  William  H.  Willis 

MacArthur  Drive  UMC  Rev.  William  H.  Willis 
Union  UMC,  Boyce  Rev.  Herbert  E.  Green,  Sr. 
Pleasant  Grove  UMC  Rev.  James  Lowe 

First  United  Methodist  Boyce 

Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 
Lahey  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

Sieper  UMC  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

David  Haas  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  Charles  Floyd 


Lydia  UMC 
Melville  UMC 
Palmetto  UMC 
FUMC  New  Iberia 
New  Roads  UMC 
Port  Barre  UMC 
Scott  Chapel  UMC 


J.  J.  Caraway,  Executive  Director  of  Administration /Treasurer 

New  Orleans/Houma  District  — 

47  %  of  Churches 

Berwick  UMC  Rev.  David  Dietzel 

Hope  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Mark  Crosby 

Luting  UMC  Rev.  John  N.  Williams 

Memorial  UMC  Rev.  L.  Andy  Foreman 

Wesley  UMC 
Napoleonville 
Algeirs  UMC 
Grace  UMC 


Fitzgerald,  Verdunville 

Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond 
Godman  UMC  Rev.  Dan  Simon 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette  Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway 
Davidson  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Robert  L.  Deich 


Rev.  Robert  L.  Deich 
Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 
Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 
Rev.  Hugh  Baker 
Rev.  Fred  M.  Fraser 
Rev.  Fred.  M.  Fraser 
Rev.  Obie  Southall 


Evergreen  UMC 
Whites  Chapel  UMC 
Marshall  UMC 
Fellowship  UMC 
Forest  Hill  UMC 
Melder  UMC 


Rev.  Charles  Floyd 
Rev.  Charles  Floyd 
Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie 
Rev.  Paul  C.  Singletary 
Rev.  Paul  C.  Singletary 
Rev.  Paul  C.  Singletary 


Nolley  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr. 


Belah  UMC 
Bayou  Chicot  UMC 
Cheneyville  UMC 
Marksville  UMC 
Oak  Grove  UMC 
Marthaville  UMC 
Beulah  UMC 
St.  Maurice  UMC 
Emmanuel  UMC 
St.  Paul  UMC  Campti 
St.  Paul  UMC  Cheneyville 
Asbury  UMC 
Williams  Chapel  UMC 
St.  Marks  UMC 
Strange  UMC 
FUMC  Natchitoches 
Palestine  UMC 
FUMC  Pineville 
Booneville  UMC 
Pollock  UMC 
Selma  UMC 
Provencal  UMC 
Weaver  UMC 


Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr. 
Rev.  Claude  E.  Henkel 
Rev.  Claude  E.  Henkel 
Rev.  Stephen  Porter 
Rev.  Stephen  Porter 
Rev.  Abe  Conerly 
Rev.  Abe  Conerly 
Rev.  Sherman  Beird 
Rev.  Alex  Johnson 
Rev.  Alex  Johnson 
Rev.  Alex  Johnson 
Rev.  James  Graham 
Rev.  James  Graham 
Rev.  James  Graham 
Rev.  Betty  Hoffman 
Rev.  James  M.  Poole 
Rev.  Steven  D.  Bearden 
Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
Rev.  Jospeh  A.  Johnson,  Jr. 
Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 


Louisiana  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Cliff  Wright 
St.  Mark  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Haynes 

FUMC  Plaquemine  Rev.  John  Scott-Welch 

Hurst  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  Wesley 

Mallalieu  UMC  Rev.  Marcell  A.  Johnson 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Marcell  A.  Johnson 

St.  Paul  UMC  Rev.  Leroy  Brumfield 

St.  Peter  UMC  Rev.  Earnest  Scott 

Wiley  UMC  Rev.  Earnest  Scott 

Scott  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Charles  Washington 
St.  James  UMC  —  Belle  Rose 

Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie 
FUMC  Donaldsonville  Rev.  Eugene  Kimble 
Briggs  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Haynes 


Rev!  Bryant  E.  Go 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
Eddy  Justiss  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson 
FUMC  Winnfield  Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway 
Couley  UMC  Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway 

Sanders  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway 
Eden  UMC  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson 


Lake  Charles  District  — 
68%  of  Churches 
Wakefield  UMC 
Grand  Chenier  UMC 
Church  Point  UMC 
Maxie  UMC 
Ville  Platte  UMC 
FUMC  Dequincy 
FUMC  Deridder 
Elizabeth  UMC 
Hopewell  UMC 
Pine  Grove  UMC 
Fairview  UMC 
Sweetlake  UMC 
Gueydan  UMC 


Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 
Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 
Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond 
Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond 
Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond 
Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend 
Rev.  Clyde  Averett 
Rev.  Rupert  Pickett 
Rev.  Rupert  Pickett 
Rev.  Rupert  Pickett 
Rev.  Swindell  Hodges 
Rev.  Swindell  Hodges 
Rev.  Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr. 
Rev.  Mark  Benge,  Sr. 
A.  A.  Barnard  Mem. /Hayes  UMC 

Rev.  Mark  Benge,  Sr. 


FUMC  Jennings 
Kinder  UMC 
Oberlin  UMC 
Lake  Arthur  UMC 
FUMC  Lake  Charles 
Oak  Park  UMC 


Rev.  Richard  C.  Hebert 
Rev.  Darryl  Tate 
Rev.  Daryl  Tate 
Rev.  David  Dewitt 
Rev.  Grason  Watson 
Rev.  T.  Edward  Boyd 


St.  Luke/Simpson  UMC  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar 


Baton  Rouge/Hammond  Dist.  — 
63%  of  Churches 
Amite  UMC 
Independence  UMC 
FUMC  Baker 
Broadmoor  UMC 


Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 
Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 
Rev.  Leon  Boggs 
Dr.  Kenneth  Reed 


Francis  Asbury  UMC  Rev.  Kathy  Schaffhauser 
Ingleside  UMC  Rev.  James  Schaub 

Jefferson  UMC  Rev.  William  Nolan 

Jordan  UMC  Rev.  Clarence  Hillard 

Lejeune  UMC  Rev.  Clarence  Hillard 

North  Baton  Rouge  UMC  Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn 
Istrouma  UMC  Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn 

St.  John  UMC  Rev.  H.  A.  (Peter)  Harrington 
Rev.  Deborah  Drash 
Rev.  Stephen  Fleming 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson 
Rev.  R.  Larry  Stafford 


St.  Lukes  UMC 
Winbourne  UMC 
Magnolia  UMC 
Blackwater  UMC 
Wall  Memorial  UMC 
Clear  Creek  UMC 
Center  UMC 
Darlington  UMC 
Roberts  UMC 
Days  UMC 
Faithful  UMC 
Corbin  UMC 
Gonzales  UMC 
Meadows  Chapel  UMC 

Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks 
Greensburg  UMC  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese 

FUMC  Hammond  Rev.  Edward  O.  Pickens 
Nesom  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  Edward  0.  Pickens 
Rev.  Jack  D.  Phelps 


Warren  UMC 
FUMC  Leesville 
Holly  Grove  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Macedonia  UMC 
Squyres  UMC 
Moss  Bluff  UMC 
Oakdale  UMC 
Prospect  UMC 
Hornbeck  UMC 
Raymond  UMC 
Elton  UMC 
Branch  UMC 
Ebenezer  UMC 
Roanoke  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 
Hackberry  UMC 
Westlake  UMC 


Rev.  William  L.  Jones 
Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Rev.  Richard  H.  Harry 
Rev.  Richard  H.  Harry 
Rev.  Deyo  R.  Jodon 
Rev.  Glynn  Foreman 
Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot 
Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 
Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 
Rev.  Michael  Hammett 
Rev.  Michael  Hammett 
Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 
Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 
Rev.  Homer  V.  Bailes 
Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 
Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 
Rev.  Larry  O'Dell 


Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Rev.  William  E.  Boyd 
Rev.  William  E.  Boyd 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Perry 
Rev.  E.  Rand  Guy 
Rev.  Jay  Daigle 
Rev.  Thomas  Wilson 
Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks 


Monroe  District  — 
49%  of  Churches 
Baskin  UMC 
FUMC  Bastrop 
Reily  Memorial  UMC 
Mer  Rouge  UMC 
Delhi  UMC 

Epps  UMC 


Jackson  UMC 
Ethel  UMC 
Kentwood  UMC 
Mt.  Hermon  UMC 
Mangum  Chapel  UMC 
James  Chapel  UMC 
Livingston  UMC 
Asbury  UMC 
Mt.  Carmel  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 
St.  Francisville  UMC 
Tunica  UMC 
Slaughter  UMC 
Bluff  Creek  UMC 
Tangipahoa  UMC 
Walker  UMC 


Rev.  Jack  D.  Phelps 
Rev.  Scott  Adams 
Rev.  Scott  Adams 
Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 
Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 
Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 
Rev.  Harold  Babin 
Rev.  Harold  Babin 
Rev.  Ellen  Montegudo 
Rev.  Ellen  Montegudo 
Rev.  J.  William  Gregg 
Rev.  Mark  Martin 


Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District  — 
64%  of  Churches 


Pecan  Island  UMC 
Camphor  UMC 
FUMC  Baton  Rouge 
Neely  UMC 
Hartzell  UMC 
Asbury  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 


McGowan  UMC 
Indian  Bayou  UMC 
Kaplan  UMC 
St.  Paul  UMC 


Rev.  John  Ed  Dilworth 
Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson 
Dr.  Joe  W.  McClain 
Rev.  Don  R.  Avery 
Rev.  Don  R.  Avery 
Rev.  Major  M.  Goldman 
Rev.  Major  M.  Goldman 
First  United  Meth.  Franklin 

Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
Rev.  Gary  F.  Van  Horn 
Rev.  Gary  F.  Van  Horn 
Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond 


Floyd  UMC 

Pioneer  UMC 

Kelly  UMC 
FUMC  Lake 
Providence 
Memorial  UMC 
Reveille  UMC 
St.  James  UMC 
St.  Marks  UMC 


St.  Paul  UMC 
St.  Pauls  UMC 

FUMC  Oak  Grove 

Rayville  UMC 
Holly  Ridge  UMC 
Bartholomew  UMC 

St.  Joseph  UMC 

FUMC  Waterproof 

Wesley  UMC 

First  UMC  Sicily 
Island 

Harrisonburg  UMC 
FUMC  Tallulah 

Vidalia  UMC 
Wilhite  UMC 

McGuire  UMC 

FUMC  Winnsboro 
Boeuf  Prairie  UMC 


Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen 
Rev.  Ray  R.  Spiller 
Rev.  Ray  R.  Spiller 
Dr.  Burton  F.  Blair 
Rev.  Alfred  C. 

Bakewell  in 
Rev.  Thomas  C. 

Beeler 

Rev.  Thomas  C. 

Beeler 

Rev.  Thomas  C. 

Beeler 

Rev.  Douglas  Milliron 

Rev.  Paul  W.  Carter 
Rev.  Byrd  Lee  Terry 
Rev.  Howard  Hudson 
Rev.  Davis  Clark 
Rev.  George 
Cunningham 
Rev.  Edward  Thomas 
Rev.  W.  Dwight 
Ramsey 
Rev.  Stephen  P. 

Carter 

Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 
Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 
Rev.  James  E. 

Constable 
Rev.  Donald  R. 

Morgan 
Rev.  Donald  R. 

Morgan 
Rev.  Donald  R. 
Morgan 

Rev.  Jim  Umbra 
Rev.  Jim  Umbra 
Rev.  B.  Ramon 
Warren 

Rev.  David  F.  Fortuna 
Rev.  Elswood  J. 
Martin 

Rev.  Michael  D. 

McLauren 
Rev.  Tom  Crosby 
Rev.  John  W.  Guyre 


St.  Matthew  UMC 

St.  James  Marrero 

FUMC  Kenner 

Ross  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 

Napoleon  UMC 
Parker  Memorial  UMC 
St.  Charles  UMC 

Phillips  Memorial  UMC 
Shaw  Temple  UMC 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
St.  Matthews  UMC 
Thomas  UMC 

St.  James  Hahnville 

Williams  UMC 

FUMC  Thibodaux 

Vacherie  UMC 

Gibson  UMC 

Calvary  UMC 

UMC 


Rev.  Albert  Holland 
Rev.  W.  E.  Parks,  Sr. 
Rev.  Nathaniel  P. 

Williams 
Rev.  Andrew  J. 

Douglas 
Rev.  Tommy  R. 

Bergeron 
Rev.  Douglas 
Degraffenried 
Rev.  Burnell  Bell 
Rev.  Leslie  P. 

Norris,  Jr. 

Rev.  Melvin  Turnage 
Rev.  Melvin  Turnage 
Rev.  Richard 
Humphries 

Rev.  Percell  Church,  Sr. 
Rev.  Purcell  Church,  Sr. 
Dr.  Clyde  Frazier 
Rev.  Roddy  Taylor 
Rev.  Robert  F. 

Harrington 
Rev.  Robert  F. 

Harrington 
Rev.  Thomas  A. 

Hoover,  Jr. 

Rev.  Thomas  L. 

Howe,  Jr. 

Rev.  Thomas  L. 

Howe,  Jr. 

Rev.  Thomas  L. 

Howe,  Jr. 

Rev.  Louis 
Augustine,  Jr. 

Rev.  Louis  — — 
Augustine,  Jr. 


New  Orleans/Slidell  District  — 
69%  of  Churches 
Thirkield  UMC 
Harrys  Chapel  UMC 
FUMC  Covington 


Fitzgerald  UMC 
Waldheim  UMC 
Fisher  UMC 
Winan  UMC 
Hayes  UMC 
Lacombe  UMC 
Lutcher  UMC 
Lutcher  Chapel  UMC 
Bethany  UMC 

Hartzell  UMC 
Ray  Avenue  UMC 
Laharpe  UMC 
Thompson  UMC 
Lake  Vista  UMC 
Metairie  UMC 
Messiah  UMC 
Munholland  UMC 

Cornerstone  UMC 

Arabi  UMC 

St.  Luke’s  UMC 
St.  Marks  UMC/ 
Greater  No  Urban 
Spanish  Ministries 
Talisheek  UMC 
FUMC  Ponchatoula 

Lees  Landing  UMC 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC 

St.  Timothy 
On  N/Shore 

Aldersgate  UMC 

FUMC  Slidell 


Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 
Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 
Rev.  Theo  Standley 
Rev.  Ken  Bowman 
Rev.  Ken  Bowman 
Rev.  Willis  Dear 
Rev.  Terrence  August 
Rev.  Terrence  August 
Rev.  John  M.  Downs 
Rev.  John  E.  Scarf 
Rev.  Curtis  Johnson 
Rev.  Alonzo  J. 
Campbell 

Rev.  Robert  Williams 
Rev.  Robert  Williams 
Rev.  Dale  Branch 
Rev.  Dale  Branch 
Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel 
Rev.  S.  Kemper  Smith 
Rev.  S.  Kemper  Smith 
Rev.  Richard 
Hoffpauir 
Rev.  Timothy  E. 

Lawson 
Rev.  Robert  W. 
Bengston 

Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek 

Dr.  David  Billings,  Jr. 
Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel 
Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 
Rev.  William  E. 

Eubanks 
Rev.  William  E. 

Eubanks 
Rev.  Edwin  J. 
Barksdale 

Rev.  J.  Lawrence 
Maddin 
Revs.  Carole 
Cotton/ John  Winn 
Rev.  Dewitt  M.  Ginn 


Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Randall  E. 

Campbell 


Newell  UMC 

FUMC  Springfield 
Maurepas  UMC 
Ninde  Chapel  UMC 
Sun  UMC 
Bush  UMC 
Live  Oak  UMC 
Mary’s  Chapel  UMC 


Ruston  District  — 
71%  of  Churches 
Ansley  UMC 
Arcadia  UMC 

Athens  UMC 
Crossroads  UMC 
Bernice  UMC 
Beech  Grove  UMC 
Summerfield  UMC 
Indian  Village  UMC 
Choudrant  UMC 
Douglas  UMC 
Clay  UMC 
Downsville  UMC 


Rev.  Randall 
Campbell 
Rev.  Gene  Faurie 
Rev.  Gene  Faurie 
Rev.  Louis  A.  Smith 
Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 
Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 
Rev.  Eddie  Francis 
Rev.  Eddie  Francis 


Rev.  Larry  Norman 
Rev.  William  A. 

Rowell,  Jr. 

Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid 
Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
TBS 

Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 
Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 
Rev.  Troy  Garrett 
Rev.  Stephen  R. 
Williamson 


Bethel  UMC 

Mt.  Nebo  UMC 

Doyline  UMC 

Sibley  UMC 

Dubach  UMC 
Farmerville  UMC 
Gibsland  UMC 

Oak  Grove  UMC 

Harmony  Chapel  UMC 
Lisbon  UMC 
Arizona  UMC 
Haynesville  UMC 
Shongaloo  UMC 
Dodson  UMC 
New  Hope  UMC 
FUMC  Homer 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC 

Jonesboro  UMC 
Concord  UMC 
Birds  Chapel  UMC 

FUMC  Minden 
Lakeview  UMC 

Bethlehem  UMC 

Faith  UMC 
Ringgold  UMC 
Castor  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 
Grace  UMC 
Simsboro  UMC 
Springhill  UMC 

Serepta  UMC 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
McIntyre  UMC 


Evergreen  UMC 
Eros  UMC 
Antioch  UMC 

Shreveport  District  — 
73%  of  Churches 
Benton  UMC 
Bossier  City  UMC 
Coushatta  UMC 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
Crosssroads  UMC 


Rev.  Stephen  R. 

Williamson 
Rev.  Stephen  R. 

Williamson 
Rev.  Kibbie  E. 

Hatfield 
Rev.  Kibbie  E. 
Hatfield 

Rev.  Merlin  Merrill 
Rev.  Lester  Nance 
Rev.  William  A. 

Moon,  III 
Rev.  William  A. 

Moon,  in 

Rev.  John  R.  Oldham 
Rev.  John  R.  Oldham 
Rev.  John  R.  Oldham 
Rev.  George  McVay 
Rev.  George  McVay 
Rev.  C.  Jeffrey  Duke 
Rev.  C.  Jeffrey  Duke 
Rev.  James 
Humphreys 
Rev.  James 
Humphreys 
Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker 
Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker 
Rev.  Dorothy 
McGowan 

Rev.  Robert  Burgess 
Rev.  James 
McLelland 
Rev.  Joseph  H. 
Windham 

Rev.  Thomas  Shinkle 
Rev.  Houston  Roberts 
Rev.  Houston  Roberts 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews 
Rev.  Larry  Miller 
Rev.  Lloyd  Scott 
Rev.  Charles  B. 

Humphreys 
Rev.  Charles  B. 

Humphreys 
Rev.  Doug  Ezell 
Rev.  William  Jack 
Maxey 

Rev.  Joe  E.  Hunter 
Re^v.  William  B.  Shaw 
Rev.  William  B.  Shaw 


Fairview  UMC 
Greenwood  UMC 
Bethany  UMC 
Ida  UMC 
Hosston  UMC 

Gilliam  UMC 

Belcher  UMC 

Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Pleasant  Valley  UMC 
Bonchest  UMC 
Logansport  UMC 
Bethel  UMC 
Rosa  UMC 
James  Chapel  UMC 
Bradford  Chapel  UMC 
Pilgrims  Rest  UMC 
Love  Chapel  UMC 
Haughton  UMC 
Mansfield  UMC 
Grand  Cane  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 

Shady  Grove  UMC 

Bayou  Scie  UMC 
Oil  City  UMC 
Plain  Dealing  UMC 

Walkers  Chapel  UMC 
Pleasant  Hill  UMC 
Mitchell  UMC 
Pelican  UMC 
Vivian  UMC 
Rodessa  UMC 
Zwolle  UMC 
Converse  UMC 
Noble  UMC 
Haskins  UMC 
Christ  UMC 

Jewella  UMC 
FUMC  Shreveport 
Johnson  Chapel  UMC 

Lakeview  UMC 
Mangum  UMC 
Momingside  UMC 
Noel  Memorial  UMC 

No  Highland  UMC 
Ellerbe  Road  UMC 

St.  James  UMC 
Round  Grove  UMC 
St.  Lukes  UMC 

St.  Paul  UMC 

Summer  Grove  UMC 


Rev.  Robert  A.  Weber 
Dr.  John  M.  Lee 
Rev.  Robert  I.  Galatas 
Rev.  Robert  I.  Galatas 
Rev.  William  V. 
Sirman 

Rev.  Oscar  Player 
Rev.  John  Lavo 
Rev.  John  Lavo 
Rev.  Jerry  A.  Means 
Rev.  James  R. 

Woodward 
Rev.  James  R. 

Woodward 
Rev.  James  R. 

Woodward 

TBS 

TBS 

TBS 

Rev.  Rupert  Coles 
Rev.  Rupert  Coles 
Rev.  Oscar  Tippin 
Rev.  Oscar  Tippin 
Rev.  Oscar  Tippin 
Rev.  Oscar  Tippin 
Rev.  Charles  B.  Roper 
Rev.  Charles  B.  Roper 
Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans 
Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans 
Rev.  George  L. 

Thomas 
Rev.  George  L. 
Thomas 

Rev.  Louis  Coppage 
Rev.  Paul  Reger 
Rev.  Jack  S. 

Winegeart 

Rev.  Jack  Winegeart 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser 
Rev.  Terry  Willis 
Rev.  Terry  Willis 
Rev.  Mel  Zerger 
Rev.  Mel  Zerger 
Rev.  Mel  Zerger 
Rev.  Mel  Zerger 
Rev.  C.  Gerald 
Richardson 
Rev.  Willie  Jackson 
Dr.  John  Fellers 
Rev.  Wayne  E. 
Williams 

Rev.  Douglas  Cain 
Dr.  John  Braden 
Rev.  Benjamin  Fant 
Dr.  Charles  B. 
Simmons 

Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan 
Rev.  James  Van  Hook, 
Jr. 

Rev.  Arnold  V.  Brown 
Rev.  Arnold  V.  Brown 
Rev.  Donald  K. 
McDowell 

Rev.  Nathan  Daniels, 
Jr. 

Rev.  Donald  C.  Cottrill 


Special  Recognition 

The  following  churches  have  paid 
100%  on  all  apportionments,  plus  pay¬ 
ments  on  General  Advance  Specials, 
Conference  Advance  Specials  and 
General  Church  offerings. 

BATON  ROUGE/ 

HAMMOND  DISTRICT  - 
10.96%  of  Churches 
Amite  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 

Broadmoor  UMC  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed 

North  Baton  Rouge  Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn 
UMC 

Istrouma  UMC 
St.  John  UMC 


Clear  Creek  UMC 
St.  Francisville  UMC 
Tunica  UMC 


Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn 
Rev  H.  A.  (Peter) 
Harrington 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Rev.  Harold  Babin 
Rev.  Harold  Babin 


NEW  ORLEANS/ 

SLIDELL  DISTRICT  - 
10.17%  of  Churches 
Luther  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Curtis  Johnson 

Lake  Vista  UMC  Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel 

Munholland  UMC  Rev.  Richard 

Hoffpauir 

Cornerstore  UMC  Rev.  Timothy  E. 

Lawson 

Spanish  Ministries  Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel 

Bush  UMC  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 

BATON  ROUGE/ 

LAFAYETE  DISTRICT  — 

7.14%  of  Churches 
FUMC  Baton  Rouge 
First  United  Meth. 

Franklin 
Asbury  UMC, 

Lafayette 

Louisiana  Memorial 
UMC 


Dr.  Joe  W.  McClain 
Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 

Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway 

Rev.  Cliff  Wright 


NEW  ORLEANS/ 
HOUMA  DISTRICT  — 
6.90%  of  Churches 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 


Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
Calvary  UMC 

Magnolia  UMC 


Rev.  Leslie  P. 

Norris,  Jr. 

Dr.  Clyde  Frazier 
Rev.  Louis  Augustine. 
Jr. 

Rev.  Louis  Augustine, 
Jr. 


RUSTON  DISTRICT  - 
4.41%  of  Churches 
FUMC  Homer 


Trinity  UMC 
Grace  UMC 


Rev.  James 
Humphreys 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews 
Rev.  Larry  Miller 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  — 
4.00%  of  Churches 
Gilliam  UMC 


Mansfield  UMC 
Bayou  Scie  UMC 


Rev.  James  R. 
Woodward 

Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans 
Rev.  Louis  Coppage 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  — 

3.39%  of  Churches 

Church  Point  UMC  Rev.  Ester  L. 

Hammond 

Westlake  UMC  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  — 

2.82%  of  Churches 

FUMC  Natchitoches  Rev.  James  M.  Poole 
FUMC  Pineville  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

MONROE  DISTRICT  - 

1.56%  of  Churches 

Boeuf  Prairie  UMC  Rev.  John  W.  Guyre 


Louisiana  Conferen< 

1988  Stewardship  Report 

Church 

Paid  All 

%  Paid 

District 

Apport. 

Fond* 

Apport. 

Shreveport 

932,404.00 

961.182.00 

94  96% 

Ruston 

407.184.00 

460.91500 

94.37% 

Alexandria 

382.735  00 

384,693  00 

91  92% 

BR/Lafayette 

582,985  00 

613.926  00 

91  13% 

NO/Slidell 

599,596  00 

597,258  00 

89  21% 

BR/ Hammond 

655,780  00 

688,657  00 

87  79% 

Lake  Charles 

524,293  00 

518,888  00 

86  56% 

Monroe 

558.881.00 

512.17600 

80  92% 

NO/Houma 

587.550.00 

472.869.00 

7467% 

LA 

CONFERENCE 

5.231.408.00 

5.210,563.00 

88  09% 

Louisiana  Conference 
1988  Membership  Report 

Membership  1988  Net 

District  12/31/88  Gala  Loss  G/L 

BR/ Hammond 

18,063 

990 

871 

119 

Shreveport 

23,146 

1,771 

1.170 

1 

BR/Lafayette 

16.209 

737 

736 

1 

Ruston 

10,033 

367 

399 

-32 

Alexandria 

9,682 

376 

511 

-  135 

Monroe 

14.542 

589 

768 

-179 

Lake  Charles 

11,966 

570 

915 

-345 

NO/Houma 

15,753 

735 

1.135 

-  400 

NO/Slidell 

15.489 

863 

1.654 

-791 

Conference 

134.882 

6.398 

8.159 

-  1,761 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

v.v^w.vWw..v.v.-.w  Letters  to  the  Editor 


JANUARY  27,  1989 


Continuing  to  hammer  home  lesson  on  racism  Revival  begins  among  poor 

T  C  ■  i « ■  ■  —  1  Wa**a**«4  0> '  o\ITa  m  oi  nna _ Araota/4  A^kmA.  aaii/iha  ini  » A  A  it  _ _ _  .... 


If  you  read  beyond  the  headline,  ‘‘War 
against  racism  ‘not  over,’  ”  in  the  Jan.  13 
issue  of  the  Reporter,  you  should  have 
been  encouraged,  as  we  were,  by  the 
news  about  that  ‘‘war." 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois 
Area),  the  subject  of  the  article  that  ac¬ 
companied  the  headline,  is  one  of  many 
who  remember  some  of  the  racial  injus¬ 
tices  present  at  the  creation  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  1968.  One  of  the 
most  notable  was  the  racially  segregated 
Central  Jurisdiction,  which  has  since 
been  abolished. 

But  as  Bishop  White  observes,  the 
church  has  come  “light  years’’  during  the 
last  20  years. 

We  agree  with  his  observation.  Here 
are  some  tangible  developments  that 
support  it: 

•  The  Fund  for  Reconciliation,  a 
churchwide  apportionment  during  the 
early  1970s  aimed  at  putting  United 
Methodist  monetary  muscle  behind  the 
scriptural  admonition,  “Be  ye  recon¬ 
ciled.”  As  Bishop  White  noted,  this  fund 
helped  create  agencies  and  programs 
that  continue  to  this  day. 

•  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renew¬ 
al,  the  newly  created  church’s  first  eth¬ 
nic-minority  caucus.  Along  with  other 


since-created  ethnic-caucus  groups,  it  re¬ 
mains  an  important  means  of  reminding 
us  that  racial  justice  results  more  mean¬ 
ingfully  from  transformed  hearts  than 
from  legalistic  mandates. 

•The  General  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race,  whose  first  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  the  same  Bishop  White,  spent 
himself  unstintingly  while  identifying 
the  church’s  most  capable  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  members  and  advocating  their  ad¬ 
vancement  to  high-visibility  positions, 
including  the  episcopacy. 

•  HANA  (Hispanic-Asian-Native 
American)  Scholarships,  a  denomination¬ 
al  fund  that  helps  ethnic-minority  youths 
with  high  motivation  and  intelligence  to 
obtain  college  educations. 

•  The  Black  College  Fund,  a  financial 
commitment  to  continue  the  church's 
historic  linkage  with  its  predominantly 
black  colleges. 

•The  missional  priority  between  1976- 
1988  to  develop  and  strengthen  ethnic- 
minority  local  churches.  The  measurable 
impact  of  the  priority  may  never  be  fully 
known.  At  the  very  least,  though,  it  sensi¬ 
tized  a  generation  of  church  leaders  and 
members  to  the  legitimate  needs  of  the 
church’s  ethnic  congregations. 


If  such  gains  are  to  be  preserved,  a  so¬ 
bering  reality  must  be  acknowledged:  A 
felt  sense  of  urgency  about  the  need  to 
eliminate  racial  discrimination,  both  in¬ 
side  and  outside  the  church,  doesn’t  hap¬ 
pen  automatically. 

Rather,  each  generation  needs  to  be 
taught  that  judging  others  by  their  skin  col¬ 
or  or  ethnic  origin  violates  God’s  will.  The 
persistence  of  attitudes  and  conduct  to  the 
contrary,  even  among  Christ’s  followers,  is 
a  sad  reminder  that  efforts  to  “hammer 
home"  that  lesson  must  not  be  relaxed. 

It  also  is  a  reminder  of  the  need  to  call 
ourselves  and  others  to  repent  of  our  on¬ 
going  inability  and/or  unwillingness  to 
treat  every  human  being  as  a  beloved 
child  of  God  for  whom  Christ  died. 

“War  on  racism”  language  may  turn 
some  people  off  as  melodramatic,  partic¬ 
ularly  those  who  have  forgotten  or  didn’t 
realize  the  sacrifices  people  such  as  Bish¬ 
op  White  have  made  in  that  “war.” 

We  should  be  grateful  for  such  people, 
however,  and  the  progress  reports  they 
file  from  the  “front.”  We  should  seek 
ways  to  preserve  their  legacy  so  that  ef¬ 
forts  to  promote  equal  opportunity  for 
people  of  all  races  will  be  seen  as  more 
than  "war  tactics.”  They  are,  instead, 
basic,  do-unto-others  Christianity. 


An  inadequate  TV  examination  of  ethics 


An  upcoming  public  TV  series  on  eth¬ 
ics  could  be  more  harmful  than  helpful, 
depending  on  what  viewers  bring  to  it. 

The  10-part  Public  Broadcasting  Sys¬ 
tem  series,  “Ethics  in  America,”  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  begin  Jan.  30.  The  series  is 
produced  by  Fred  W.  Friendly,  a  50-year 
veteran  of  broadcast  journalism. 

At  first  glance,  the  approach  seems 
promising.  Each  program  presents  civic 
and  professional  leaders  discussing  a  hypo¬ 
thetical  moral  dilemma.  Among  the  issues 
discussed  are  personal  responsibility  to  the 
community,  accountability  in  government 
and  decision-making  in  medical  research. 

However,  in  a  statement  introducing 
the  first  program,  Mr.  Friendly,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  warns  about  what  the  series  does 
not  include:  explicit  acknowledgment  of 
and  grappling  with  the  tie  between  mo¬ 
rality  and  religion.  Mr.  Friendly  said: 

“1116  very  genesis  of  all  our  ethics  [is] 
the  personal  relationships  that  bind  us  all 
together,  parent  to  child,  husband  to  wife, 
friend  to  friend,  friend  to  stranger.” 

Missing,  incredibly,  is  any  indication 
of  the  most  basic  relationship  of  all: 


one’s  relationship  with  God. 

How  ironic!  By  omitting  mention  of 
the  religious  basis  of  a  mature  moral 
code,  a  series  on  ethics  begins  with  an 
untruth.  It  is  simply  dishonest  to  speak 
about  the  origin  of  ethics  and  not  ac¬ 
knowledge  that,  for  vast  numbers  of  peo¬ 
ple  through  the  ages  including  the 
present,  moral  values  and  conduct  are 
rooted  in  obedience  to  the  divine  will. 

That’s  true,  albeit  indirectly,  even  for 
people  who  are  aren't  believers.  The  foun¬ 
dation  of  nearly  every  modern  system  of 
ethics  in  the  Western  world  can  be  traced 
to  the  biblical  Ten  Commandments  and 
our  ancestors’  conviction  that  the  com¬ 
mandments  are  “the  word  of  the  Lord.” 

The  alternative — to  suggest  that  moral¬ 
ity  arises  primarily  from  our  felt  obliga¬ 
tions  to  others— is  the  germ  of  so-called 
“situation  ethics”  and  a  resulting  “if  it  feels 
good,  do  it”  approach  to  ethical  conduct. 

The  havoc  created  in  modern  America 
by  that  widespread  approach  can  be  seen 
in  far  too  many  ways:  young  people  de¬ 
stroyed  by  illegal  drug  use,  corporations 
wracked  by  fiscal  malfeasance,  and  polit- 

My  Witness 


ical  and  religious  leaders  compromised 
by  sexual  infidelity,  to  name  but  a  few. 

We  affirm  the  aim  of  the  Public  Broad¬ 
casting  System’s  series  of  engaging  people 
in  reflection  about  contemporary  ethical 
problems.  An  urgent  need  exists  for  such 
reflection  in  a  world  in  which  many  have 
lost  their  ethical  bearings  and/or  a  capaci¬ 
ty  to  distinguish  right  from  wrong. 

But  it  is  discouraging  that  a  series  on 
ethics  starts  out  by  excluding  God  and/ 
or  religious  faith  from  the  very  origins 
of  morality.  Such  a  start  has  the  ring  of 
Jesus’  parable  about  the  man  who  built 
his  house  on  sand  and  therefore  couldn’t 
withstand  the  test  of  life’s  storms. 

Hence,  plan  to  view  the  series  with 
caution,  preferably  in  the  company  of 
other  Christians  with  whom  you  can  dis¬ 
cuss  its  content  from  a  faith  perspective. 

A  useful  resource  designed  for  that 
purpose— a  set  of  bulletin  inserts /discus¬ 
sion  guides  geared  to  the  PBS  series— is 
available  from  the  Cultural  Information 
Service,  P.O.  Box  786,  Madison  Square 
Station,  New  York,  N.Y.  10159,  telephone 
(212) 691-5240. 


To  the  Editor: 

"Amen!”  to  Bishop  Edsel  Ammons.  He 
is  quoted  in  the  Dec.  23  Reporter  as  say¬ 
ing,  “The  day  this  church  takes  the  poor 
seriously  is  the  day  when  people  will 
come  back.  This  church  was  founded  on 
evangelizing  the  poor.” 

Historically,  every  great  evangelism 
movement  in  the  church  began  among  the 
poor,  the  marginalized,  the  lower  middle 
class.  That’s  where  the  church  started 
2,000  years  ago.  When  revival  has  hap¬ 
pened  ever  since,  it  began  among  the  poor. 

So,  the  church  doesn’t  need  evangelism 
programs.  It  just  needs  to  recapture 
where  Jesus’  ministry  began. 

Bishop  Ammons  also  asks,  “What  is  it 
about  us  that  keeps  us  form  doing  minis¬ 
try  in  the  small  areas?” 

The  answer  is  plain.  Who  are  lifted  up 
as  role  models:  “high  steeple  preachers.” 

If  you  want  peer  recognition,  peer  re¬ 
spect  and  a  voice  in  the  church,  the  an¬ 
swer  is  clear.  Get  out  of  the  "small 
areas”  as  fast  as  you  can. 

When  the  church  changes  its  value  sys¬ 
tem  and  takes  seriously  the  mandate  “be  in 
the  world,  but  not  of  the  world,”  then  re¬ 
vival  will  happen.  History  teaches  us  that. 

Wayne  B.  Parker 
Tishomingo,  Oklahoma 

Bishop’s  words  appall  me 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  the  Dec.  23  story  about  Bishop 
Woodie  White,  headlined,  “Black  com¬ 
munity  developers  mark  20  years  of 
confronting  injustice,’  ”  and  was  ap¬ 
palled  at  the  implication. 

He  said,  “On  this  Christmas  morning 
somewhere  such  a  one  will  be  delivered.  No 


Pontius'  Puddle 


Magi  will  visit  the  place;  perhaps  neither 
will  father  or  family.  No  star  will  mark  the 
spot,  and  the  only  singing  to  be  heard  may 
be  the  crying  of  a  newborn  babe. 

"God  will  be  there  as  much  as  God 
was  present  on  that  first  Christmas 
morning  and  as  God  is  always  present 
with  the  lost,  weak,  vulnerable  and  re¬ 
jected.  For  this  after  all  is  the  real  mes¬ 
sage  of  Christmas.” 

The  real  message  of  Christmas  isn’t 
that  God  has  now  shown  us  how  He  will 
be  present  at  all  future  births.  He  was 
more  than  present  at  Bethlehem.  He  was 
bom  in  Bethlehem. 

God  became  flesh.  A  Savior  was  born, 
not  just  our  God  was  present.  Jesus’ 
birth  wasn’t  a  birth  among  the  other 
births,  and  to  view  it  as  just  another 
birth  at  which  God  faithfully  attended 
eviscerates  the  Gospel. 

The  Christmas  message  is  and  always 
will  be:  "Unto  us  a  Savior  is  born,  and 
His  name  shall  be  called  Jesus  for  He 
shall  save  His  people  from  their  sins.” 

E.  M.  Cooper 
Warner  Robins,  Georgia 

Why  is  tithing  news? 

To  the  Editor: 

Is  it  news  that  the  bishops  for  the  first 
time  accept  and  recommend  tithing  to 
the  church  (see  UMR,  Dec.  16)?  How  sad! 

One  would  think  that  our  leaders  al¬ 
ways  tithed  and  would  be  among  those 
giving  up  to  50  percent  of  their  income 
for  the  cause  of  Christ.  More  dismaying 
is  the  reason  given  for  advocating  tith¬ 
ing.  According  to  the  report,  it  is  “to 
raise  the  level  of  giving  in  the  church.” 

Concern  here  it  seems  is  not  for  the 


biblical  basis  or  the  spiritual  discipline 
involved  in  tithing  but  for  the  cash  flow 
to  keep  the  institution  afloat.  Propelled 
as  a  business  proposition,  this  recom¬ 
mendation  will  not  go  far. 

In  my  nearly  50  years  of  ordained  min¬ 
istry,  I  can  testify  that  when  tithing  is 
seen  as  a  spiritual-  adventure,  great 
blessing  follows.  Let  us  state  clearly,  be¬ 
lieve  firmly  and  act  now  upon  the  prom¬ 
ise:  “Bring  the  whole  tithe  into  the 
storehouse.  Test  me  in  this,  says  the  Lord 
Almighty,  and  see  if  I  will  not  throw 
open  the  floodgates  of  heaven  and  pour 
out  so  much  blessing  that  you  will  not 
have  room  enough  for  it.”  (Malachi  3:10). 

Robert  A.  Mulligan 
Mahomet,  Illinois 

Bishops  set  poor  example 

To  the  Editor: 

I  find  it  ironic  at  best  and  irritating  at 
least  that  bishops  meeting  at  a  well- 
known  luxury  resort  island  (St.  Simons  Is¬ 
land,  Ga.)  should  pontificate  that  ordinary 
members  should  tithe  as  a  minimum 
standard  for  giving  (see  UMR,  Dec.  16). 

David  Koss 
Jacksonville,  Illinois 

I’m  not  retired 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  including  me  among  the 
“finds”  that  Harry  Denman  brought  to 
Nashville.  There  is  a  correction,  howev¬ 
er,  in  your  statement  about  me.  I’m  not 
retired  from  the  position  of  professor  of 
homiletics  at  the  seminary  of  Oral  Rob¬ 
erts  University. 

Larry  L.  Lacour 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


I  APPRECIATE  all  THE  TltAE  COMMITTEE^,  SPENT 
PROOECTlMb  THEIR  tXREAtA  SOPCrETS  POR THE  CONUNGr  YEAR. 
AMD,  WHILE  WE  WANT  TO  DO  THE  NVOST  TO  PACILITATE 
OOR  fAANV  FINE  PRO&-RAIAS,  T  THINK  YOO  ALL  AGrREE 
THAT  A  CONGtREG-ATIONAL  BODGrET  OF  $32.  MILLION 
IS  NOT  ENTIRELY  REALISTIC.. 


Here  I  Stand 


I  almost  said  ‘no’  to 


By  JIM  RANSOM 

When  Gus  Gustafson  called  me  lttng 
distance  from  Griffin,  Ga.,  to  ask  me  to 
serve  as  interpreter  for  an  evangelism 
rally  at  a  suburban  I 
Atlanta  church,  my 
immediate  reaction  j 
was  to  say,  “No.” 

After  all,  I  had  re- 1 
cently  taken  disabil¬ 
ity  leave,  and  those  I 
disabilities  made  it ' 
difficult  for  me  to  do 
much  of  anything,  Jim  Ransom 
especially  to  cover  a  daylong  rally  80 
miles  away. 

But  anyone  who  knows  this  dedicated 
layman  and  his  persuasiveness  must  also 
know  that  Gus  Gustafson  is  the  kind  of 
person  you  can’t  say  no  to  easily. 

Before  I  had  taken  retirement  two 
years  ago,  Gus  had  headed  a  Lay  Witness 
Mission  for  my  church  at  Hampton,  Ga.. 
just  north  of  Griffin.  His  witness,  and 
that  of  those  who  came  with  him,  stirred 
that  congregation  so  much  that  several 
joined  his  ranks  in  lay  evangelism. 

Not  only  did  I  feel  somewhat  indebted, 
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but  moreover  my  every  excuse  melted 
a  way  as  he  led  me  to  know  that  it  was 
also  God’s  calling— for  me  specifically. 

Enthusiasm  sparks  program 

It’s  just  that  kind  of  persuasive  enthu¬ 
siasm  that  sparks  Discover  God’s  Call,  a 
program  founded  by  Gus  to  prepare  lay- 
people  for  evangelism.  And  it  works  as  it 
helps  folks  find  God’s  call  in  their  lives. 

His  book,  “I  Was  Called  to  be  a  Lay¬ 
man,"  which  is  basic  reading  for  United 
Methodist  laity,  is  a  part  of  the  Discover 
experience.  And  it’s  good  reading  for  the 
laity  in  most  any  denomination. 

The  rally,  labeled  “Day  of  Evange¬ 
lism,"  began  with  spirited  singing  led  by 
an  Episcopalian  charismatic.  I  mean  that 
in  the  best  sort  of  way  because  Bob  Flan¬ 
ders,  an  educator  from  Griffin,  had  also 
made  an  impact  on  the  Hampton  congre¬ 
gation  with  his  music  and  his  witness. 

The  Revs.  H.  Eddie  Fox  and  Charles  E. 
Kinder,  leaders  in  Methodist  evangelism, 
excited  us  with  the  news  of  how  evange¬ 
lism  is  becoming  a  primary  focus  of  our 
denomination. 

Dr.  Fox,  head  of  evangelism  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council  and  former 
head  of  evangelism  for  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  described  how  schools  of 
evangelism  are  springing  up  all  across 
the  church.  He  told  of  one  in  Anaheim, 
Calif.,  that  drew  600  laypeople. 

The  laity,  he  said,  is  excited  about 
sharing  the  Gospel,  especially  since  lay- 
people  have  now  learned  that  evange¬ 
lism  is  their  priority  as  church  members. 

Dr.  Kinder,  head  of  Methodism’s  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Evangelism,  told  of  how  his 
group’s  efforts  were  assisting— even 
with  funding— seminaries  to  hire  full 
professors  of  evangelism. 

He  told  of  seminary  classes  where  in¬ 
vitations  to  accept  Christ  are  given  and 
of  students  responding. 

Some  laypeople  who  had  participated 
in  previous  Discover  weekends  came  for¬ 
ward  to  tell  how  the  experience  had  add¬ 
ed  new  meaning  to  their  lives  and, 
subsequently,  to  the  life  of  their  churches. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“For  this  reason,  a  man  shall 
leave  his  father  and  mother  and  be 
joined  to  his  wife,  and  the  two  shall 
become  one.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Isaiah  6:8) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  29 
Monday:  Psalms  71:1-6 
Tuesday:  Jeremiah  1:4-8 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  1:9-10 
Thursday:  Luke  4:21-24 
Friday:  Luke  4:25-30 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  13:1-7 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  13:8-13 


r  si’  II  ^  e  should  focus  on  collecting 

Those  people  came  from  Georgia,  Illi-  people,  not  dollars,  for  Christ 

nois  and  the  Carolinas  just  to  praise  the  M.  '  / 


nois  and  the  Carolinas  just  to  praise  the 
Lord  and  share  their  witness. 

Indeed,  it  was  on  that  day  that  we  par¬ 
ticipants  caught  a  vision  of  what  we’re 
doing  to  reach  folks  outside  the  church 
for  Jesus  Christ. 

And  with  a  laity  such  as  those  who  ral¬ 
lied  together  that  hot  Saturday  in  July, 
United  Methodism  is  knowingly  on  an  up¬ 
ward  swing. 

My  own  conference,  North  Georgia, 
bears  witness  to  that,  leading  the  denom¬ 
ination  in  growth  last  year  with  a  net 
gain  of  3,755  new  members. 

Still,  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Fox,  “There’s 
not  a  church  large  enough  anywhere  so 
long  as  there’s  one  person  in  its  neigh¬ 
borhood  who  has  never  experienced  sal¬ 
vation  in  Jesus  Christ.” 

Worthwhile  things  take  effort 

Yes,  I  had  difficulty  in  making  that 
meeting.  But  I  learned  long  ago  that  every¬ 
thing  abundantly  worthwhile  must  surely 
take  effort— and  sometimes  even  sacrifice. 

That’s  the  measure  of  Gus  Gustafson 
and  his  measure  of  service  as  a  layman. 

I  could  have  said  “no”  when  Gus 
called,  but  I  would  have  missed  God’s 
call  to  share  the  excitement  of  that  day¬ 
long  rally  and  of  being  reminded  that  if 
we  are  really  to  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  we 
must  first  be  about  our  Lord’s  business. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Ransom  is  a  retired  min¬ 
isterial  member  of  the  North  Georgia  An¬ 
nual  Conference  who  lives  in  Rome,  Ga. 


BY  HERBERT  C.  MARLOW 

“I  have  a  dream. . . .” 

No  one  who  has  ever  heard  or  read 
those  words  delivered  by  the  late  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  in 
his  stirring  call  to 
the  people  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  to  put  down  racial 

bigotry  will  ever  for-  a  i  \ _ 1 

get  them.  JfT 

I  am  a  minister  of  1  I 

the  Gospel,  as  Dr. 

King  was,  and  I  share  I 
his  dream.  I  believe  Herbert  Marlow 
that  most  of  my  ministerial  colleagues 
would  concur  with  that  statement. 

But,  if  we  all  share  the  same  dream, 
why  has  that  dream  not  been  fulfilled — 
at  least  not  in  this  great  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  ours? 

I  think  I  have  at  least  an  inkling  of 
why  the  dream  seems  so  empty  right 
now  in  our  church. 

I  received  a  call  yesterday  from  my 
harassed  district  superintendent.  He 
called  to  make  sure  our  final  apportion¬ 
ment  check  had  been  sent  in.  It  had  been. 

I  thought  to  myself:  “What  if  my  annu¬ 
al  conference  were  at  least  as  concerned 
about  evangelism— that’s  the  real  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  the  dream,  you  know— as  it  is 
about  apportionment  checks?  ’  ’ 

What  could  we  accomplish  for  Christ  if 
we  could  change  our  focus  completely 
from  acquiring  large  amounts  of  money  to 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


ministering  to  larger  numbers  of  people? 

How  much  sooner  would  the  dream  be 
realized  if,  at  the  next  meeting  of  our  an¬ 
nual  conference,  we  could  quickly  dis¬ 
pense  with  business  and  spend  at  least 
two  days  in  a  time  of  spiritual  renewal? 

Think  of  it— people  of  every  race  and 
ethnic  origin,  joining  together  as  spiritu¬ 
al  brothers  and  sisters  to  renew  our  vows 
to  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 

The  mind  simply  boggles  at  the  possi¬ 
bilities  that  open  up.  Think  of  1,500  to 
2,000  fervent  United  Methodists,  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  annual  conference,  taking 
to  the  streets  to  share  the  message  of 
Christ  with  any  and  all. 

Think  about  taking  up  an  offering  in 
cash  to  be  handed  back  to  the  members 
of  the  annual  conference  to  take  into  the 
streets  to  give  to  each  needy  person  they 
meet.  Would  that  at  least  begin  to  fulfill 
your  dream,  Dr.  King? 

I  have  a  dream  of  my  church,  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  changing  its 
perspective  entirely.  I  dream  of  bishops 
and  district  superintendents  being  re¬ 
leased  from  paperwork  and  meetings  to 
lead  the  church  in  great  revivals. 

I  believe  this  dream  contains  all  of  the 
money  needs  of  the  church,  and  that 
those  sacred  numbers— total  denomina¬ 
tional  membership,  average  Sunday 
morning  attendance,  etc.— would  turn 
around  without  any  additional  commit¬ 
tees  or  campaigns. 


I  even  dream  of  someone  eloquently 
preaching  this  sermon  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Central  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

You  say  I’m  a  dreamer?  You’re  right. 
But  if  enough  of  us  dream  together,  this 
dream  can  come  true. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Herbert  C.  Mar¬ 
low  is  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Olney,  Texas  (Central  Texas 
Annual  Conference). 


‘Raisin’  shows  family  of  faith  like  mine 


A  recent  preview  of  the  TV  production 
of  “A  Raisin  in  the  Sun”  brought  back  a  lot 
of  memories  (see  a  review  of  the  three- 
hour  program  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  story  describes  the  trials  and 
tribulations  of  the  Youngers,  a  black 
family  living  on  Chicago’s  Southside— 
where  I  was  bom  and  reared— during  the 
late  1950s. 

No  matter  how  many  times  I  see  it,  ei¬ 
ther  as  a  play  or  as  a  film,  “A  Raisin  in 
the  Sun”  always  hits  home  for  me. 

This  time  I  saw  at  least  three  themes 
faced  by  the  Youngers  that  I  faced  when 
I  was  growing  up:  people  in  poverty,  peo¬ 
ple  gaining  their  identity  and  people 
threatened  by  ethnic  differences. 

Just  like  members  of  the  Younger 
family,  I,  too,  would  dart  through  the 
door  of  my  grandmother’s  one-room 
apartment  in  the  morning  and  race  down 
the  hall  with  my  can  of  bathroom  cleans¬ 
er,  hoping  to  beat  the  tenants  next  door 
to  the  bathroom  that  we  shared. 

I  always  relate  to  Beneatha,  the  young 
coed  in  the  production,  who  discovered 
what  it  means  to  be  an  African-Ameri¬ 
can.  Just  like  "Benny”,  I  shocked  my 
parents  and  relatives  when  I  cut  my  hair 
in  an  "Afro”  hairstyle  to  be  more  like 
some  Nigerian  people  I’d  met. 

But  the  scenes  that  will  always  stick  in 
my  mind  are  those  in  which  the  Youngers 
are  warned  not  to  move  into  their  new 
home  in  an  integrated  community. 


The  PBS  “Raisin”  shows  the  Youngers’ 
neighbor,  Mrs.  Johnson,  reading  a  news¬ 
paper. 

As  I  craned  my 
neck  to  read  the 
headlines,  I  began  to 
think  about  a  similar 
Chicago  newspaper 
April  16,  1964,  that 
read,  “Home  of  Ne¬ 
gro  family  bombed 
on  the  Southside.” 

That  story  de-  Denise  Stovall 
scribed  how  my  family’s  new  house  had 
been  nearly  destroyed  by  a  “Molotov 
cocktail”  bomb  two  days  earlier  and  how 
I  was  almost  killed  in  the  explosion  be¬ 
cause  we  wouldn’t  leave  an  integrated 
neighborhood. 

I’ve  seen  “Raisin"  more  times  than  I 
can  count.  But  I  can  always  sum  up  its 
meaning  for  me  by  referring  to  an  old 
Negro  spiritual:  “We’ve  Come  This  Far 


By  Faith.” 

Just  like  the  Youngers,  my  family  sur¬ 
vived  life  on  the  Southside,  but  we 
couldn’t  have  "made  it”  had  we  not  been 
a  people  of  faith. 

I  hope  you  will  watch  "A  Raisin  in  the 
Sun”  when  it  airs  next  month  on  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Broadcasting  System.  When  you  see 
Mrs.  Younger  struggling  to  remind  her 
children  about  the  importance  of  Chris¬ 
tian  values,  I  predict  many  of  you,  like 
me,  will  recall  a  time  when  a  special 
someone  reminded  you  that  you  are  al¬ 
ways  a  child  of  God. 

Then,  as  you  watch  the  program,  you 
too,  can  sing  with  me: 

" We've  come  this  far  by  faith,  leaning 
on  the  Lord; 

Trusting  in  His  holy  word,  He's  never 
failed  me  yet. 

Oh — can't  turn  around,  We've  come 
this  far  by  faith. . . 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  New  Hope,  Pa. 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  425  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  New  Hope  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Hope,  Pa.  (Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to  the 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  editions 
of  the  Reporter.  These  editions  combine 


local  church  news  with  general  religious 
news  and  are  mailed  as  one  paper  directly 
to  the  homes  of  all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  New  Hope, 
we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find 
your  new  church  paper  informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  and  opinion  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 


Boston  University 
School  of  Theology 


Continuing 

Education 


1989  Alban  Institute 

April  15.  1989 

Boston  University  School  of  Theology 
The  Reverend  Robert  McClaughlin  will  pres¬ 
ent  a  one-day  workshop  on  "Getting  and 
Keeping  Church  Members." 

May  15-19.1989 

Boston  University  Osgood  Retreat  Center 
North  Andover,  Massachusetts 
Margaret  Bruehl  presents  "Understanding, 
Developing,  and  Maintaining  Church 
Groups." 

Continuing  Education 
Summer  Session,  1989 

Two- Week  Session 
July  3  through  July  14 
Daily  and  evening  presentations. 
Featuring  Dr.  James  Fowler  on  July  3,5,6, 
and  7.  Author  of  eleven  books,  including 
"Becoming  Adult,  Becoming  Christian.” 
Professor  at  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

South  Pacific  Study  Tour, 
Summer  1989 

July  15-August  5 

Visiting  Western  Samoa  and  Tonga, 
with  stopovers  in  Hawaii. 

Leader-  The  Reverend  Dr.  T.M,  Puloka,  a 
church  leader  and  native  of  Tonga 
The  area  of  the  South  Pacific  comprising 
Western  Samoa  and  Tonga  is  90  percent 
Methodist  in  background  and  tradition.  We 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  learn  about  the 
contextualization  of  theology  on  these  is¬ 
lands.  We  will  also  see  how  the  sociopoliti¬ 
cal  issues  facing  this  part  of  the  world  are 
affected  by  their  Christian  heritage. 

Anna  Howard  Shaw  Center 

March  30-31.  1989 
"Women  and  the  Word” 

Dr.  Virginia  Ramey  Mollenkott 
Yolanda  Pupo-Ortiz 

For  more  information  please  contact:  The 

Reverend  Kendrick  Child,  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Theology,  745  Common¬ 
wealth  Avenue,  Room  110,  Boston,  MA 
02215.  Telephone:  (617)  353-2348. 
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Has  ‘mainline’  NCC  become  a  ‘sideline’? 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— “Four-seventy-five.” 

In  U.S.  church  circles,  there  was  no  mistaking 
what  that  number  meant. 

For  more  than  30  years,  that  shorthand  has 
identified  New  York’s  475  Riverside  Drive,  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and 
the  visible  symbol  of  mainline  Protestantism  in 
America. 

Today,  475  still  works  as  an  address.  Whether 
it  still  symbolizes  what  it  once  did  is  open  to 
question. 

Protestant  denominations  that  form  the  build¬ 
ing  blocks  of  all  that  goes  on  at  475— Lutherans, 
Episcopalians,  Presbyterians,  United  Methodists 
and  others— have  come  on  hard  times,  throwing 
the  nation’s  pre-eminent  ecumenical  agency  into 
disarray. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  comprises 
32  Protestant  and  Orthodox  church  groups  with 
a  combined  membership  of  42  million. 

Time  comes  for  re-examination 

Observers— supporters  and  critics— say  the 
time  has  come  to  re-examine  the  council  and  its 
position  in  a  culture  very  different  from  the  one 
that  existed  in  1958  when  President  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower  helped  lay  the  cornerstone  at  475 
Riverside  Drive. 

Today,  as  observers  of  the  American  religion 
scene  point  out,  the  political  influence  of  the 
mainline  churches  has  been  wrested  away  by  the 
Religious  Right;  few  public  figures  are  identi¬ 
fied  as  members  of  mainline  churches;  and  rec¬ 
ognized  authorities  in  the  ecumenical  world  can 
go  along  for  months  without  mentioning  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

Inside  the  39-year-old  NCC,  too,  there  is  a 
growing  recognition  by  officials,  staff  and  de¬ 
nominational  leaders  that  its  problems  go  be¬ 
yond  the  financial  and  organizational  traumas 
that  rocked  the  agency  in  1988  and  resulted  in  a 


series  of  office  closings  and  staff  cutbacks. 

Staff  members  recalled  the  halcyon  days  of 
the  council  when  it  could  command  the  attention 
of  presidents,  as  it  did  in  1963  when  John  F.  Ken¬ 
nedy  was  keynote  speaker  at  the  NCC  assembly. 

"The  intervening  years  have  seen  major  shifts 
in  the  social,  economic,  political  and  religious 
situations  of  the  nation,”  they  said.  “The  NCC  is 
today  but  one  social  force  among  many.” 

The  NCC’s  governing  board  has  formed  a  spe¬ 
cial  15-member  committee  to  develop  a  new  orga¬ 
nizational  plan  for  the  council  that  “responds  to 
the  current  realities  in  the  NCC,  the  member  com¬ 
munions  and  the  society.”  That  committee  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  submit  its  report  in  May. 

Mainline  now  a  minority 

The  Rev.  William  McKinney,  dean  and  profes¬ 
sor  of  religion  and  society  at  Hartford  Seminary, 
said  recently,  “For  the  first  time,  perhaps,  the 
council  has  come  to  realize  it’s  in  a  different  world 
from  the  one  in  which  its  assumptions  were  set.” 

Although  the  mainline  denominations  were 
“the  dominant  religious  force  in  the  country” 
during  the  1950s  and  1960s,  Dr.  McKinney  said, 
the  mainline  churches— he  prefers  the  terms 
"sideline”  or  “oldline”  now— “represent  a  mi¬ 
nority  movement  these  days  within  the  Ameri¬ 
can  religious  scene.” 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  simply 
“doesn’t  represent  a  lot  of  the  portion  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Christianity  that’s  growing,”  said  George 
Marsden,  professor  of  the  history  of  Christianity 
in  America  at  the  Divinity  School  of  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity  and  an  authority  on  American  funda¬ 
mentalism. 

The  council,  he  suggested,  “moved  into  the 
backwater”  20  years  ago,  while  the  influence  of 
fundamentalists  and  evangelicals  was  on  the  rise. 

The  Rev.  Richard  J.  Neuhaus,  an  author  and 
Lutheran  minister,  recently  wrote,  “In  the 
worlds  of  religion,  it  is  not  simply  that  the  old 
mainline  is  no  longer  capable  of  exercising  its 


cultural  hegemony.  The  additional  factor  is  that 
other  leaderships,  notably  evangelical  and  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  leaderships,  supported  by  a  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  conservative  Jews,  are 
establishing  themselves  as  the  new  mainline.” 

Richard  Mouw,  professor  of  philosophy  and 
ethics  at  Fuller  Theological  Seminary  in  Pasa¬ 
dena,  Calif.,  an  increasingly  influential  evangeli¬ 
cal  institution,  said  the  NCC  “simply  has  been 
overshadowed  by  other  segments  of  the  church.” 

The  sense  of  power  that  once  pervaded  the 
corridors  at  475  Riverside  Drive,  leading  almost 
to  suspicions  of  “a  direct  line  to  the  State  De¬ 
partment,”  no  longer  exists,  said  Dr.  Mouw. 

Now,  he  said,  “nobody  ever  hears  anything 
from  the  mainline.” 

Not  that  the  council  does  not  attempt  to  make 
itself  heard. 

In  recent  years  the  council  has  continued  its  so¬ 
cial  action  activities— sending  assistance  to  impov¬ 
erished  areas  around  the  globe  and  issuing 
pronouncements  on  issues  such  as  apartheid,  nucle¬ 
ar  armament,  racial  justice  and  Central  America. 

When  it  speaks,  who  listens? 

Observers  like  Dr.  McKinney  contend  that  the 
mainline’s  essential  quandary  involves  not  so 
much  what  it  says  but,  rather,  when  it  speaks, 
who  listens? 

Others,  though,  are  more  inclined  to  point  a 
finger  at  the  council  and  mainline  churches,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  they  have  alienated  large  segments 
of  the  churches  at  the  grass-roots  level. 

Disaffection,  those  critics  contend,  has  been 
engendered  in  large  measure  by  what  they  claim 
are  leftist  ideological  agendas  and  neglect  of 
theological  matters. 

Billy  A.  Melvin,  executive  director  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Evangelicals,  which  in 
some  ways  is  the  conservative  counterpart  of 
the  NCC,  said  he  read  all  of  the  NCC  resolutions 
from  the  past  10  years  and  decided  the  resolu¬ 
tions  were  “extremely  political”  and  mostly 


This  was  the  official  logo  design  for  the 
National  Gathering  of  Christians  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
during  Pentecost  1988.  The  gathering 
theme  was  “No  longer  strangers.” 

“from  the  left  positions.” 

Dr.  Mouw  pointed  to  the  “New  York  feminist  di¬ 
alogue”  and  “ ‘gay’/lesbian  concerns,”  which  he 
said  “are  very  prominent  at  475  (Riverside  Drive), 
but  we  don’t  talk  about  that  out  in  the  churches.” 

Kent  R.  Hill,  executive  director  of  the  conser¬ 
vative  Washington-based  Institute  on  Religion  & 
Democracy,  wrote  in  the  Institute’s  January 
newsletter  that  there  are  at  least  two  "pivotal” 
factors  in  explaining  the  mainline  decline: 

“First,  and  most  importantly,  the  politiciza¬ 
tion  of  the  church  (the  tendency  to  replace  a 
spiritual  with  a  political  agenda)  has  damaged 
the  spiritual  integrity  and  witness  of  the  church. 

"Second,  the  political  positions  taken  by  the 
oldline  churches  often  do  not  represent— and  of¬ 
ten  even  offend— the  moderate  and  conservative 
majorities  in  the  churches.” 

Doctrinally,  Dr.  Mouw  argued,  the  NCC  has 


taken  the  position  that  "doctrine  divides  and  ser¬ 
vice  unites,”  steering  away  from  “confessional” 
issues  and  investing  its  energies  instead  in  pro¬ 
grams  of  service. 

That,  he  said,  has  left  a  void  and  uncertainty 
in  areas  of  critical  importance  such  as  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Scripture. 

Moment  of  opportunity 

Against  that  backdrop,  the  NCC  not  only  is  be¬ 
ginning  to  grapple  with  inner  reform  but,  perhaps 
more  importantly,  with  how  to  build  new  ecumeni¬ 
cal  bridges  to  major  groups  not  among  the  NCC’s 
32  member  denominations,  particularly  Roman 
Catholics  and  evangelical  Protestants. 

Broadening  the  NCC’s  base— whether  by 
changes  in  membership  or  by  some  looser  form 
of  relationships— will  not  be  easy,  observers  say. 

For  example,  one  structural  problem  is  that 
American  Catholics  are  linked  to  a  hierarchy  cen¬ 
tered  not  in  the  United  States  but  overseas.  Anoth¬ 
er  is  the  sheer  size  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
in  America,  with  a  larger  membership  than  all  the 
current  NCC  denominations. 

Evangelicals  say  the  NCC  needs  to  deal  with 
“root  problems”  before  the  council  will  have  any 
appeal  for  evangelical  conservatives,  who  criticize 
the  NCC’s  strong  emphasis  on  social  action  and 
what  they  view  as  a  “politicized  structure”  that 
supports  leftist  political  causes. 

Others  say  the  NCC  must  address  questions  of 
authority,  Scripture,  abortion,  feminism  and  ho¬ 
mosexuality. 

But,  if  anything  appears  foreign  to  supporters  of 
the  NCC,  it  is  the  notion  that  the  council  should  fol¬ 
low  a  more  conservative  theological  or  political 
course  to  broaden  its  base  of  support. 

In  fact,  observers  say  that  from  a  purely  sta¬ 
tistical  point  of  view  the  council  would  probably 
lose  as  much  support  by  redirecting  its  course  as 
it  would  stand  to  gain. 

That  is  the  dilemma  facing  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  today. 


4 Transforming  story  of  Jesus9  cited  as  route  to  rescue  youths 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

ORLANDO,  Fla. — Sophomore  Chinta  Jackson  of  Lakeland,  Fla.,  performs 
a  liturgical  dance  to  the  accompaniment  of  the  choir  of  UM-related  Bethune- 
Cookman  College  of  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  The  choir  sang  for  the  opening  wor¬ 
ship  of  Forum  ’89,  a  national  conference  for  adult  leaders  of  youth. 


Consolations  follow 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Within  minutes  after  a  26-year-old 
drifter  with  a  troubled  past  “matter-of- 
factly”  killed  five  children  and  wounded 
30  others  on  a  crowded  Stockton,  Calif., 
elementary  school  playground  last  week, 
United  Methodists  were  among  those 
who  stepped  in  to  help  console  members 
of  a  stunned  refugee  community. 

The  dead  were  Cambodian  and  Viet¬ 
namese.  part  of  Cleveland  Elementary’s 
sizeable  Southeast  Asian  population. 

The  shooting  terrorized  the  Asian  com¬ 
munities,  said  the  Rev.  Arnold  S.  Vor- 
ster,  senior  pastor  of  Stockton’s  Central 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“They  are  very  apprehensive,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Vorster  said  he  has  tried  to  reas¬ 
sure  Cambodian  parents  that  it  is  safe  to 
send  their  children  back  to  school  and 
helped  Cambodian  church  leaders  orga¬ 
nize  a  “service  of  reconciliation”  at 
week's  end  that  included  community  of¬ 
ficials. 

Central  UMC,  located  less  than  three 


Attention:  Doctoral  Students 
$3,000  to  $3,500 

Diaconal  Ministers  interested  in  work¬ 
ing  in  an  educational  institution  or 
agency  of  the  church  and  are  presently 
accepted  in  a  doctoral  program  may 
apply  for  a  grant  for  course  work  and/ 
or  dissertation  work  by  contacting  the 
Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry,  (615) 
340-7375  for  application  forms. 

The  deadline  for  current  applications  has  been  set 
for  March  1, 1989. 


blocks  from  the  school,  shares  its  facili¬ 
ties  with  a  150-member  Cambodian 
Christian  community,  said  Mr.  Vorster. 
None  of  the  children  killed  or  wounded 
were  members  of  that  congregation. 

Central  UMC  also  has  an  outreach  min¬ 
istry,  funded  in  part  by  the  Califomia-Ne- 
vada  Annual  Conference,  to  Cambodian 
families  in  a  230-unit  apartment  complex 
where  three  of  the  victims  lived,  said  Mr. 
Vorster,  a  native  South  African. 

He  said  he  told  the  Cambodians  “that 
life  is  hard,  that  these  are  random  acts  of 
fate,  that  they  must  begin  to  trust  again 
and  that  this  (act  of  violence)  does  not  rep¬ 
resent  the  feelings  of  the  community.” 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Area)  and  the  Rev.  Glenda  C. 
Thomas,  superintendent  of  the  UMC’s 
Delta  District,  sent  a  telegram  to  Chan 
Chhleav,  lay  minister  of  the  Cambodian 
Christian  Church. 

“You  are  in  our  deepest  prayers,  and 
we  extend  sincere  sympathy  to  you  and 
the  families  affected  by  this  tragedy,” 
the  two  church  officials  said. 

"The  senseless  loss  of  the  lives  of  your 
children  and  the  injury  of  other  children 
grieves  us." 

Opinions  divided  on  motive 

The  gunman,  Patrick  Edward  Purdy  of 
nearby  Lodi,  Calif.,  who  had  attended  the 
elementary  school  from  kindergarten 
through  third  grade,  took  his  own  life  with 
a  pistol  within  moments  of  the  shooting, 
leaving  community  residents  to  puzzle 
over  the  reason  for  his  rampage. 

The  close-knit  Stockton  community  re¬ 
mains  divided  on  whether  the  shooting 
was  racially  motivated. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ORLANDO,  Fla.— Rescuing  youths 
from  America’s  pagan  culture  demands 
that  United  Methodists  confront  teen¬ 
agers  with  the  transforming  story  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ. 

That  was  the  message  last  week  of  the 
Rev.  William  H.  Willimon,  chaplain  of 
UM-related  Duke  University,  to  nearly 
350  adult  leaders  of  youth  gathered  for 
Forum  ’89.  That  weeklong  national  con¬ 
ference  was  sponsored  by  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Talking  about  faith  with  teen-agers  is 
not  as  difficult  as  popular  ideas  would 
have  people  believe,  said  Dr.  Willimon,  au¬ 
thor  of  more  than  a  dozen  books,  including 
"Rekindling  the  Flame,”  a  proposal  to  re- 
-  vitalize  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

"Teens  evaluate  faith  on  the  basis  of 
‘What  good  will  this  do  me?’  ”  he  said.  “Do 
not  all  of  us  evaluate  every  experience  on 
the  basis  of  ‘What  will  this  do  for  me?’ 

“Who  taught  youths  that  these  are  the 


only  questions  worth  asking?  Mama  and 
Daddy.” 

Dr.  Willimon,  also  professor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry  at  Duke  in  Durham,  N.C., 
contended  that  the  questions  United 
Methodist  leaders  should  be  asking  are 
“Have  I  talked  about  faith  to  anybody- 
even  me?”  and  “What  do  we  have  to  say 
that  people  couldn’t  hear  anywhere  else?” 

The  answer,  he  said,  is  to  tell  the  story 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

“We  don’t  have  a  crisis  of  faith  in  Amer¬ 
ica  today,”  Dr.  Willimon  said.  “We  will 
worship  almost  anything.  What  we  have  is 
old-fashioned,  traditional  paganism.” 

Using  Acts  17:16-32  as  his  example,  Dr. 
Willimon  offered  the  leaders  five  sugges¬ 
tions  on  how  to  share  the  Christian  faith 
with  teens: 

•The  Gospel  must  be  told  to  you  by 
someone  else. 

“You  can  get  a  sense  of  God  from  na¬ 
ture,  but  looking  at  nature  won’t  tell  you 
about  the  Resurrection.”  Dr.  Willimon  said. 


•Speak  the  truth  in  love,  as  Paul 
counseled  the  Ephesians. 

"One  of  the  biggest  causes  of  clergy 
burnout  is  the  realization  they’ve  not 
been  speaking  the  truth  in  love  but  as¬ 
suaging  the  anxieties  of  selfish  people,” 
contended  Dr.  Willimon,  author  of  a  re¬ 
cent  book  on  clergy  burnout. 

•  Tell  the  full  story  of  Christ’s  resur¬ 
rection  and  the  judgment  to  come. 

“This  is  THE  story— the  belief  that 
holds  us  together,”  Dr.  Willmon  advised. 

•  Don’t  be  surprised  at  rejection. 

“Paul  was  rejected;  he  was  mocked; 

and,  in  the  end,  the  pickings  were  slim- 
only  two  were  converted,”  Dr.  Willimon 
said,  referring  to  Acts  17:32. 

•Acknowledge  to  youths  that  faith 
comes  by  grace  and  will  always  be 
somewhat  mysterious. 

“Faith  is  not  a  new  program  out  of 
Nashville,”  Dr.  Willimon  said,  referring 
the  headquarters  site  for  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 


The  Duke  University  chaplain  said 
United  Methodists  could  benefit  from  the 
example  of  black  churches  and  Jewish 
synagogues.  Their  congregations  consid¬ 
er  the  dominant  American  culture  to  be 
“a  pagan  environment  hostile  to  belief." 

“We  need  to  do  what  Israelites  did 
while  they  wandered  in  the  wilderness," 
Dr.  Willimon  said.  “Get  together  and  tell 
each  other  the  story.” 

He  then  recommended  to  the  adult 
youth  leaders  a  model  for  ministry  based 
on  "conversion  to  Christ,  detoxification 
from  paganism  and  equipment  to  live 
faithfully  in  a  pagan  environment.” 

“Youth  want  excitement,"  Dr.  Wili- 
mon  said,  drawing  knowing  laughter 
from  the  crowd  of  veteran  youth  work¬ 
ers.  “They  want  to  do  something  risky 
and  rebellious. 

“When  they  show  up  at  church,  we 
should  congratulate  them.  They're  doing 
the  kind  of  countercultural  thing  John 
Wesley  envisioned!” 


Youth  worker:  ‘Abandon  traditional  methods’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ORLANDO,  Fla.— Reaching  youths 
outside  the  church  means  breaking  away 
from  traditional  methods,  said  the  leader 
of  a  successful  program  in  Wichita,  Kan. 

"I  was  following  the  United  Methodist 
‘handbook,’  and  it  wasn’t  working,”  said 
Steve  Jacobs,  youth  coordinator  of 
Bethel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Wichita. 

Mr.  Jacobs,  along  with  Marge  Rivera 
of  Holland,  Mich.,  and  Jocelyn  Roper  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  led  a  roundtable  workshop 
during  Forum  ’89,  a  weeklong  national 
conference  for  United  Methodist  adult 
leaders  of  youth. 

Mr.  Jacobs  said  Bethel  Memorial’s 
youth  program,  Catacombs,  began  to 
flourish  when  it  shifted  from  Sunday  to 
Friday  nights. 


A  co-worker  at  a  local  machine  shop 
remembers  that  the  gunman  once  ex¬ 
pressed  dismay  at  how  well  Vietnamese 
refugees  were  treated  in  the  United 
States  but  added  that  he  “expressed  ha¬ 
tred  and  bitterness”  toward  just  about 
everybody. 

The  Rev.  Elbert  D.  Hoffman,  a  retired 
United  Methodist  minister  and  director 
of  Stockton  Metro  Ministry,  said,  “Most 
people  in  Stockton  would  not  feel  it  was 
racially  motivated.” 

Dorothy  Armanino,  who  works  with 
Central  UMC’s  refugee  program,  isn’t  so 
sure. 

"I  think  the  community  at  large  would 
like  to  think  that,  but  we  cannot  deny 
that  there  has  been  prejudice  against  the 
Asian  community,"  she  said. 

Ms.  Armanino  said  Stockton  has  the 
second  largest  Cambodian  community  in 
the  world  outside  Cambodia  and  has  a 
high  unemployment  rate. 

She  was  among  those  who  immediate¬ 
ly  went  to  the  Park  Village  Apartments 
complex  to  calm  fears. 

"At  that  time  everything  was  still  up 
in  the  air,”  she  said.  "We  had  panic.” 

She  helped  distraught  parents  locate 
children  and  escorted  school  officials 
through  the  complex  to  assure  parents 
the  shooting  was  a  “singular  incident.” 

“And  we  just  reached  out  and  held  peo¬ 
ple  who  were  hurting  and  let  them  know 
that  everyone  wasn’t  against  them,”  said 
Ms.  Armanino. 

Ban  on  guns  sought 

The  Rev.  William  A.  Johnson,  pastor 
of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 


“We  started  with  five  kids;  within  a 
year  we  had  250,”  he  said. 

Because  of  Catacombs,  there  is  no 
longer  vandalism  to  the  church;  vandal¬ 
ism  in  the  neighborhood  has  dropped, 
helping  property  values  recover;  and 
grades  at  the  nearby  high  school  are  go¬ 
ing  up,  Mr.  Jacobs  said. 

Catacombs— so  named  because  it 
meets  in  a  “grubby”  room  beneath  the 
sanctuary— also  has  spawned  “Bible  and 
Baloney,"  a  Wednesday  Bible  study 
lunch  for  high  schoolers  who  can  leave 
campus  for  lunch,  he  added. 

Mr.  Jacobs  offered  workshop  partici¬ 
pants  nine  “clues”  to  his  program’s  success: 

f  Make  the  church  youth  program 
“where  the  action  is.” 

S  Coming  to  church  sometimes 
frightens  youths,  so  work  them  into  the 
faith  community  in  steps. 


Stockton,  said  he  hopes  the  incident  will 
spark  a  ban  on  the  sale  of  assault  weap¬ 
ons  like  the  one  used  in  the  school  yard. 

News  reports  indicated  that  the  assail¬ 
ant  purchased  the  AK-47  in  Sandy,  Ore., 
Aug.  3,  using  an  assumed  name. 

Although  Mr.  Purdy  had  a  lengthy  ar¬ 
rest  record,  Oregon  has  no  waiting  peri¬ 
od  or  background  check  requirement  for 
the  purchase  of  rifles  other  than  those 
that  are  fully  automatic. 

Mike  Beard,  a  UM  layman  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Washington,  D.C.-based  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  to  Ban  Handguns,  said 
his  organization  has  been  active  for 
some  months  helping  U.S.  Rep.  Fortney 
H.  “Pete"  Stark,  D-Calif.,  draft  a  bill  to 
ban  the  sale  of  assault  weapons. 

Poll  shows  support 

Mr.  Beard  said  the  35  coalition  mem¬ 
ber  groups,  including  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  social-action  agency,  were 
polled  about  six  months  ago  on  whether 
assault  weapons  should  be  banned. 

The  poll  result  was  a  unanimous 
‘Yes,’  ”  he  said. 

The  official  United  Methodist  position, 
which  dates  to  the  1976  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  is  spelled  out  in  the  Book  of 
Resolutions,  calls  for  licensing  all  gun 
owners  and  registration  of  all  firearms, 
including  background  checks  with  re¬ 
spect  to  age,  absence  of  mental  illness 
and  lack  of  a  serious  criminal  record. 

The  church  is  also  on  record  as  oppos¬ 
ing  handguns  and  has  called  for  “a  na¬ 
tional  ban  on  the  importation, 
manufacture,  sale,  and  possession  of 
handguns  and  handgun  ammunition.” 


/  Have  a  “safe  place”  where  youths 
can  “come  as  they  are.” 

S  Be  specific  about  the  goal  of  each 
activity. 

“I  decided  my  goal  was  just  to  tell  the 
kids  about  Jesus,"  Mr.  Jacobs  said.  “All 
our  activities  work  toward  telling  them 
about  Jesus.” 

■/  Try  to  achieve  "closure”  with  ev¬ 
ery  activity. 

"Kids  need  something  they  can  grab 
onto,”  Mr.  Jacobs  said.  “For  instance,  we 
raised  money  and  bought  a  pinball  ma¬ 
chine  and  then  had  a  party  to  celebrate.” 

•f  Go  first  class  or  not  at  all. 

“Churches  too  often  have  a  reputation 
for  being  cheap,”  Mr.  Jacobs  advised. 

S  Be  aware  of  teen-age  fads  and  use 
them,  whether  it’s  yo-yos  or  beaded  jew¬ 
elry. 

•/  When  it’s  necessary  to  discipline, 
use  an  "1"  message. 

“I  usually  say,  ‘I  don’t  like  what  you 
did  because  ...,’”  Mr.  Jacobs  said. 
“That  gives  them  something  specific.” 

f  Be  pleasant. 

Mrs.  Roper  said  it  is  urgent  to  be  "up 
front”  with  youths  about  the  Christian 
context  of  any  program.  Otherwise, 


they’ll  feel  betrayed. 

Most  of  all,  she  added.  "Love  'em.” 

"When  we  were  children,  we  didn’t 
have  to  worry  about  somebody  coming  in 
and  shooting  up  the  school,"  she  said,  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  shootings  at  Stockton, 
Calif.,  which  occurred  while  Forum  ’89 
was  in  session  (see  related  story  at  left 
on  this  page). 

“You  don’t  know  how  broken  and  un¬ 
loved  they  feel.  And  if  we  don’t  love  them, 
the  lure  of  the  streets  will  catch  them." 

The  workshop  was  one  of  about  40 
courses  on  youth  program  administration, 
spiritual  growth,  counseling  and  other  top¬ 
ics  offered  during  the  week’s  training. 

The  workshops  were  accompanied  by 
daily  worship  and  plenary  sessions. 

About  350  youth  workers  from  70  of 
United  Methodism's  73  annual  confer-' 
ences  in  the  United  States  attended,  said 
Angela  Gay  Kinkead,  a  coordinator  with 
the  National  Youth  Ministry  Organiza¬ 
tion,  a  group  affiliated  with  the  church's 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  That 
board  sponsored  Forum  ’89. 

Ms.  Kinkead  said  registrations  didn’t 
differentiate  between  volunteer  youth 
workers  and  paid  church  staff  people. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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COKESBURY  SATELLITE  TELEVISION  NETWORK 

Presents 

Coping  as  Christians 

Bible  Study  for  Christian  Living 

Via  satellite  with 

Dr.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam 

7:30  -  8:30  p.m.  EST 

Wednesday  Evenings,  February  15  - 
March  22 

Spacenet  1  Channel  21  (H) 

Another  inspirational  television  Bible  study  taught  by  this 
dynamic  and  respected  author  and  Bible  scholar. 

Suggested  study  resource:  The  Workbook  on  Coping  as  Christians 

Order  No.  613817  $5.50 

C»ll  Cokwbury  Toll  Fre«  1-800-672-1789 
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Television  preview 


TV  version  captures  vitality  of  ‘Raisin’ 


“A  Raisin  in  the  Sun,"  an  “American 
Playhouse"  production,  will  debut  Feb.  1 
on  the  Public  Broadcasting  System.  Check 
local  listings  for  time  and  channel. 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

There’s  no  better  way  to  say  it:  Every¬ 
one  should  see  the  Public  Broadcasting 
System  production  of  "A  Raisin  in  the 
Sun,”  even  if  you’ve  seen  it  before. 

Especially  if  you’ve  seen  it  before. 

Don’t  confuse  this  three-part  produc¬ 
tion  with  any  that  have  gone  before  it. 
This  one  isn’t  the  sharply  edited  1961 
Sidney  Poitier  film,  pioneering  though  it 
was  in  its  depiction  of  black  family  life. 
This  version  isn’t  even  the  play  as  it  was 
originally  presented  in  a  1959  watershed 
performance  on  Broadway. 

The  “American  Playhouse”  version  of 
“Raisin”  crackles  with  the  vitality,  an¬ 
guish  and  insight  that  its  author,  the  late 
Lorraine  Hansberry,  embued  into  her 
original  work. 

Voyage  into  authenticity 

It  is  a  three-hour  voyage  into  authen¬ 
ticity,  portraying  a  people  robbed  of 
their  rightful  freedom  and  dignity  by  a 
dominating  white  culture.  It  cuts  to  con¬ 
temporary  gut  issues,  including  moral 
crises  and  the  loss  of  American  spiritual 
and  family  values. 

The  play  depicts  the  conflicts  within  the 
Younger  family  as  members  struggle 
against  the  degradation  and  deprivation  of 
Chicago’s  South  Side  ghetto.  It  focuses  on 
their  lives  at  a  crucial  time,  as  they  decide 
to  move  into  an  all-white  neighborhood. 

This  production  draws  together  an  out¬ 
standing  cast  that  brings  alive  the  play¬ 
wright’s  luminous  combination  of  high 
drama,  humanity  and  humor. 

Esther  Rolle,  best  known  for  her  por¬ 
trayal  as  Florida  on  the  television  series 
“Good  Times,”  is  simply  magnificent  as 
the  resolute  matriarch,  Lena  Younger. 

With  love,  pain  and  motherly  cunning, 
she  confronts  her  son,  Walter  Lee,  over  his 
failure  to  live  up  to  his  responsibilities. 

Aflame  with  righteous  anger,  she  remon¬ 
strates  with  her  daughter,  Beneatha,  with 
the  injunction:  “You  say  this  after  me,  ‘In 
my  mother’s  house,  there  is  still  a  God!’  ” 

Danny  Glover  as  Walter  Lee  matches 
Ms.  RoUe’s  finely  etched  portrayal  with  a 
masterpiece  of  Ids  own.  All  the  frustration 
of  dispossessed  and  downtrodden  black 


Danny  Glover  (right)  opens  his  apartment  door  for  John  Fiedler  in  a  scene  from  the  Public  Broadcasting  System 
production  of  "A  Raisin  in  the  Sun.”  Co-stars  Starletta  DuPois  (left)  and  Kim  Yancey  look  on.  The  three-hour  pro¬ 
duction  is  to  kick  off  the  eighth  season  of  the  “American  Playhouse”  series  Feb.  1  on  most  PBS  stations. 


men  fairly  bursts  from  Mr.  Glover’s 
Walter— as  does  the  ultimate  capacity  for 
moral  bravery  in  the  face  of  racism. 

Kim  Yancey  infuses  Beneatha  with  an 
idealism  that  presages  both  the  civil- 
rights  and  women’s  equality  struggles. 
Her  scenes  with  an  African  student,  Asa- 
gai,  played  by  Lou  Ferguson,  are  among 
those  authentic  portions  restored  to  this 
production,  giving  it  a  fuller  identity  and 
depth  than  seen  previously. 

Discomfiture  is  valuable 

White  people,  such  as  this  reviewer, 
will  not  be  able  to  watch  parts  of  “Rai¬ 
sin”  without  squirming  in  guilt  over  the 
injustices  whites  have  perpetrated 
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against  blacks  for  centuries. 

That  discomfiture  is  valuable,  even 
welcome,  because  acknowledgment  of 
racism  is  the  first  step  in  eliminating  it. 

“Raisin’s”  greatest  values,  however, 
are  its  truthfulness  about  the  lives  of 
black  people  and  its  universal  themes  of 
the  human  condition,  human  aspirations 
and  human  relationships. 

The  brilliance  of  this  play  lies  in  its 
depiction  of  the  Younger  family  as  real 
people,  not  someone’s  stereotypes.  The 
more  real  people  become  to  one,  the  less 
easy  it  is  to  oppress  them. 


Playwright  Hansberry  died  in  1965  at 
age  34. 

Her  widower  and  literary  executor, 
Robert  Nemiroff,  is  executive  producer 
of  this  world  television  premiere  version. 

In  an  article  about  the  television  ver¬ 
sion,  Mr.  Nemiroff  writes: 

“What  is  for  me,  personally  ...  most 
gratifying  about  the  current  revival  is  that 
today,  some  30  years  after  Lorraine  Hans¬ 
berry  ‘turned  the  last  page  out  of  the  type¬ 
writer’  of  the  play  she  was  sure  ‘no  one 
would  understand’— ‘A  Raisin  in  the  Sun’ 
is  not  only  being  ‘done,’  but  that  more  than 
she  had  ever  thought  possible— and  more 
clearly  than  it  has  ever  been  done  be¬ 
fore — it  is  being  ‘understood.’  ” 


South  Airican  Methodists 
establish  ‘peace’  order 

GABORONE,  Botswana  (Mennonite 
Central  Committee)— Ninety  members 
of  The  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Af¬ 
rica  have  established  that  church's  first 
“Order  of  Methodist  Peacemakers.” 

Establishment  of  the  peacemakers’  or¬ 
der  followed  a  1988  discussion  of  whether 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa 
should  become  an  official  “peace  church.” 

Officials  said  the  church’s  becoming  a 
“peace  church”  would  call  into  question 
customs  such  as  support  for  military  ser¬ 
vice,  support  for  military  chaplains  and 
use  of  violence  against  apartheid 

Pastor,  college  president 
Marshall  T.  Steel  dies  at  83 

PINE  BLUFF,  Ark  — The  Rev.  Mar¬ 
shall  T.  Steel,  who  helped  build  Highland 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas 
into  the  denomination’s  largest-member- 
ship  congregation,  died  Jan.  20  in  a  Pine 
Bluff  nursing  home  following  a  long  ill¬ 
ness.  He  was  83. 

Dr.  Steel,  a  native  of  Arkansas,  served 
the  Highland  Park  congregation  from 
the  mid-1930s  until  1958,  when  he  be¬ 
came  president  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Hendrix  College  in  Conway.  Ark. 
He  retired  from  there  in  the  late  1960s. 

Highland  Park  UMC’s  membership  hit 


8,600  during  his  ministry.  Its  current 
membership  of  approximately  12,000  is 
second  only  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Houston,  with  13,000. 

‘Protestant  Hour’  to  feature 
UM  chaplain  from  Alabama 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala.— The  Rev.  Lou¬ 
ise  Stowe  Johns  has  been  selected  as  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  preacher  for 
the  “Protestant  Hour,”  a  nationally 
broadcast  radio  program,  in  1990. 

Her  series  of  talks  is  to  air  from  Jan. 
21  through  April  8, 1990. 

Ms.  Johns  is  chaplain  at  Julia  Tutwiler 
Prison  for  women  in  Wetumpka,  Ala., 
and  The  Red  Eagle  Honor  Farm  for  men 
in  Montgomery.  She  also  teaches  religion 
and  philosophy  at  Huntingdon  College  in 
Montgomery. 

Search  begins  for  UM  minister 
to  preach  on  1991  radio  program 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  from  the  Southwest  will  be 
selected  to  preach  on  the  1991  series  of 
“The  Protestant  Hour”  radio  program. 

Entries  are  being  sought  from  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
for  a  clergyperson  to  fill  the  radio  pulpit 
for  the  42-year-old  program  heard  on 
more  than  400  stations  in  the  United  States 
and  on  the  Armed  Forces  Radio  Network. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
110  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

OPPORTUNITY  TO  HELP  PEOPLE  while  earn¬ 
ing  good  income.  American  Safety  Products  has 
several  openings  in  your  area  as  "Health/Safety 
Consultants’’.  Earn  1200.  8300.  8500  per  week  and 
more,  part-time /full-time.  No  investment!  No  ex- 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for 
2700-member  church  with  graded  choir  program. 
Requires  training  in  sacred  music  and  minimum 
of  three  years’  experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Dr.  Ben  R  Chamness.  1799  Woodland 
Hills,  Kingwood,  TX  77339 

penence  necessary!  Call:  Angie,  (615)  478-1126, 
10:00  A  M.-  5:00  P.M. 

COORDINATOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN 
Ministries  Chance  to  work  with  young  people  in 
challenging  atmosphere.  Part-time.  Cleveland 
United  Methodist  Church,  28038  Cleveland  Avenue, 

Punta  Gorda,  FL  33982 

rector  for  2700-member  church  with  large  youth 
program.  Training  and  experience  desirable.  Oth¬ 
er  Mills  (music  or  singles  ministry)  optional.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Ben  R. 
Chamness.  1799  Woodland  Hills.  Kingwood.  TX 
77339 

ASSISTANT  PROFESSOR  IN  BIBLICAL  Studies. 
Albright  College  is  accepting  applications  for  a  ten¬ 
ure  track  position  to  begin  September  1,  1989.  A 
Ph.D.  or  its  equivalent  to  required.  Letters  of  appli¬ 
cation,  vita,  and  three  references  should  be  sent  to: 
Professor  William  R  Marlow,  Albright  College,  P.O. 
Box  15234.  Reading.  PA  19612-5234.  An  EOE/AA  em¬ 
ployer 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT  for  comprehen¬ 
sive  music  program.  Church  of  1900  members.  Job 
description  available.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee.  FUMC,  805  E.  Denman  Avenue.  Luf¬ 
kin,  TX  75901 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  CUNNINGHAM  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home.  Urbana,  Illinois,  seeks  professional 
to  head  financially  sound  child  welfare  agency 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  NEEDED  for 
growing  congregation  of  1800  +  members.  De¬ 
gree  in  business  or  equivalent  experience  and  ex¬ 
cellent  people  skills  desired  Responsible  for 
financial,  facilities,  office  and  personnel  man¬ 
agement  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable  based 
on  qualifications.  Position  available  no  later 
than  July  1.  1989.  Send  resume  and  letter  to: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  201  Monroe. 
Jefferson  City.  MO  65101 

owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  tbe 
Central  Illinois  Conference.  Home  serves  70 
youth  in  on-campus  and  community  group 
nomes;  50-plus  staff  with  81-8  million  budget.  Fa¬ 
cilities  include  on-ground  school,  recreation 
complex  and  new  diagnostic  center.  Staff  pro¬ 
vide  outstanding  therapeutic  team  treatment  ap¬ 
proach.  Strong  leadership,  interpersonal, 
administrative/supervisory  skills  and  back¬ 
ground  of  successful  child-care  residential  treat- 
menl  Master's  degree  in  social  work  or  human 
services  administration  with  three  years’  experi¬ 
ence  in  social  work /human  services  supervision 
or  administration  required.  Apply  at  once:  The 
Par  Group,  100  Waukegan  Road,  Suite  200,  Lake 
Bluff.  IL  60044  (312)  234-0005 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES  in 
large,  downtown  church  with  established,  growing 
ministry  with  children  and  families.  Send  resume 

Ur  Reverend  Bob  Bushong,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  142  East  Jackson  Street.  Orlando,  FL 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  8145  week. 
8450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun.  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786 
(704)627-6067.627-9507 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  STAFF  MEMBER  in 
fields  of  Christian  education  and  youth  ministry 
120.000  salary  package  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences  by  February  3  to:  Seabrook  United  Method- 
tot  Church,  P.O  Box  236,  Seabrook.  TX  77586 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn.  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712.  Dept  R, 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981 

WANTED  CHURCH  CAMP  MANAGER,  Camp 
Fontanelle  Nebraska.  For  job  description  and  ap¬ 
plication  write  United  Methodist  Church,  East 
District  Office.  1835  East  Military.  Suite  131.  Fre- 

March  1,  1989 

"COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock- 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS’  WORSHIP  AT  First 

Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes  9:30  a  m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856 

family  reunions,  etc.  Programming /resource  staff 
and  excellent  rates  available  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38,  Woodland 
Park.  CO  80866  (719)687-9038 

THE  REAL  SUPERBOHL  CHARP  IS  JESUS 


UM  church  flies  banner  over  Super  Bowl 

MIAMI— This  airborne  banner  was  visible  to  people  attending  Jan.  21-22 
festivities  connected  with  the  National  Football  League  Super  Bowl  in  Mi¬ 
ami.  Tbe  message  was  sponsored  by  Epworth  United  Methodist  Church  of 
suburban  Hollywood,  Fla.  The  Rev.  Jack  C.  Kelley,  pastor  of  the  1,200-mem¬ 
ber  congregation,  called  tbe  banner  a  means  of  “lifting  up  Christ.” 

Agricultural  training  tops 
UM  assistance  for  Haitians 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

United  Methodist  ministries  to  help 
people  in  impoverished  Haiti  are  paid 
for  by  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church— the  denomination’s  program 
for  designated,  second-mile  giving. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief’s  work  in  Haiti  started  in  response 
to  disasters  and  emergencies  in  that  Ca¬ 
ribbean  nation.  However,  the  relief  com¬ 
mittee.  part  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  soon  expanded  those 
ministries  to  include  hunger  programs 
and  agricultural  training  for  Haiti’s  poor, 

Ginena  Wilnis,  9  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  staff  member,  said  that  assis¬ 
tance  to  Haiti  is  crucial  this  year 
because  35  percent  of  Haiti’s  land  is  like 
a  desert.  Another  50  percent  of  the  land 
is  in  danger  of  becoming  the  same. 

Haiti,  which  occupies  the  western  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Island  of  Hispaniola,  was  once 
covered  by  tropical  rain  forests,  but  now 
the  area  is  nearly  barren  of  trees,  Ms. 
Wilnis  said.  Most  of  the  land  has  eroded, 
and  the  soil  is  worn  out. 

Consequently,  she  said,  many  rural 
Haitians  live  in  poverty  because  the  land 
is  not  adequate  to  produce  food. 

Land  still  good  for  farming  is  owned  by 
a  few  wealthy  Haitians  who  use  it  to  grow 
coffee,  sugar  cane,  cattle  and  pigs  for  ex¬ 
port,  she  said.  If  the  Haitians  can’t  find 
work  in  these  areas  or  in  the  tourism  busi¬ 
ness,  many  cannot  support  themselves. 

The  Haiti  District  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Caribbean  and  the  Ameri¬ 
cas  has  tried  to  help  Haitians  through  its 
agricultural,  water  and  reforestation 
program.  Haitian  Methodists  say  plant- 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


ing  trees,  providing  fresh  water  and 
learning  new  methods  of  farming  are  es¬ 
sential  to  the  survival  of  their  people. 

“Through  this  Advance  Special  project, 
UMCOR  helps  Methodists  in  Haiti  distrib¬ 
ute  seeds,  so  people  can  rehabilitate  the 
land  that  has  eroded,”  Ms.  Wilnis  said. 

Besides  the  reforestation  project,  the 
UM  relief  committee  supports  demon¬ 
stration  gardens,  chicken  farming  and 
fish  farming  in  Haiti. 

The  committee  co-sponsors  projects  in 
water  conservation  and  that  teach  peo¬ 
ple  to  build  cisterns,  cap  springs  and  dig 
wells  for  agricultural  development. 

Gifts  to  assist  the  “Agricultural,  Water 
and  Reforestation  Program”  in  Haiti  can 
be  sent  via  any  annual  conference  trea¬ 
surer  and  designated  for  Advance  No. 
418309-4. 


American  Christians 


urged  to  open  homes 
in  anti-apartheid  effort 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA— There’s  a  way  that  Amer¬ 
ican  Christians  could  bring  the  struggle 
against  South  African  apartheid  into 
their  homes,  a  con¬ 
flict-resolution  spe¬ 
cialist  said  last 
week. 

Families  could  in¬ 
vite  two  teen-age 
South  Africans— one 
black,  one  white— to 
live  with  them  for  a 
summer,  said  Dayle  Dayle  Powell 
E.  Powell,  a  research  fellow  at  the  Car¬ 
ter  Center  of  United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

In  that  “neutral”  setting,  Ms.  Powell 
said,  the  youths  “could  come  to  see  they 
have  more  in  common  than  they  thought." 

Ms.  Powell  acknowledged,  however, 
that  no  organization  exists  to  arrange 
such  visits. 

She  suggested  that  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  or  “some  other  religious 
group  looking  for  a  way  to  make  a  posi¬ 
tive  contribution”  to  the  fight  against 
South  African  racial  segregation  might 
set  up  the  summer  visitation  program. 

The  Carter  Center,  named  for  former 
President  Jimmy  Carter,  could  play  host 
to  a  meeting  “to  think  through”  such  a 
program,  said  Ms.  Powell,  a  former  as¬ 
sistant  U.S.  attorney  in  Alabama.  Since 
1985,  she  has  led  programs  at  the  center 


examining  conflicts  in  Northern  Ireland, 
Cyprus  and  South  Africa. 

Officials  in  South  Africa  would  have 
difficulty  opposing  an  exchange  program 
motivated  by  religious  rather  than  politi¬ 
cal  beliefs,  Ms.  Powell  said. 

The  biggest  difficulty  would  be  per¬ 
suading  white  South  African  parents  to 
let  their  children  participate,  she  said. 

“The  greatest  problem  in  South  Africa 
is  fear,”  she  said.  “The  white  population 
is  afraid  because  about  73  percent  of  the 
32  million  South  Africans  are  black. 

“If  we  could  reach  the  youths  and 
bring  them  together  in  a  neutral  environ¬ 
ment  at  a  young  age,  I  think  we  could  re¬ 
duce  the  level  of  fear  and  suspicion  in  a 
positive  way.” 

A  similar  program  for  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  and  Protestant  teens  from  Northern 
Ireland  has  helped  change  attitudes 
among  participants,  she  said. 

Ms.  Powell  made  the  remarks  during  a 
meeting  with  religious  newswriters  at 
UM-related  Emory  University. 

Mr.  Carter,  an  active  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist,  established  the  Carter  Center  at 
Emory  to  work  for  human  rights  and 
world  peace. 

“His  religious  conviction  and  faith  led 
him  to  champion  this  [human-rights] 
cause  at  home  and  abroad,”  a  plaque  in 
the  adjoining  Carter  Library  says. 

Mr.  Carter  attended  a  similar  gather¬ 
ing  with  religious  newswriters  on  the 
Emory  campus  three  years  ago  but  was 
not  present  last  week. 


Future  of  deaconesses  may 
come  clearer  during  1989 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  deaconess  movement  may 
well  depend  on  actions  taken  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  during  1989. 

A  key  issue  is  whether  the  board 
should  begin  to  provide  a  placement  ser¬ 
vice  for  deaconesses. 

“The  church  has  been  sending  mixed  sig¬ 
nals,  saying  we  need  you,  yet  we  don’t  have 
a  place  for  you,”  said  Sybil  Dodson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  deaconess’  national  association. 

The  placement  issue  must  be  settled  be¬ 
fore  recruitment  efforts  begin,  she  said. 

Recruitment  is  crucial,  she  added,  for 
a  movement  in  which  the  number  of  re¬ 
tired  deaconesses  exceeds  active  ones, 
many  of  whom  are  nearing  retirement 
age  themselves. 

Two  weeks  after  the  movement’s 
150th  anniversary  celebration  last  Au¬ 
gust,  the  mission  board’s  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division  terminated  the  position  of 
executive  secretary  for  deaconess  and 
home  missionary  service.  That  was  one 
of  several  budget-related  job  reductions 
within  the  division. 

A  full-time  replacement  has  yet  to  be 
hired  by  the  financially  troubled  divi¬ 
sion.  Betty  Swarthout,  a  deaconess  and 
staff  member  in  the  board’s  Mission  Per¬ 
sonnel  Resources  Department,  has 
served  on  an  interim  basis. 

Ms.  Swarthout  said  she  considers  her¬ 
self  a  “bridge-builder”  between  deacon- 

WHAT  ABOUT  MOM  &  DAD? 

A  Seminar  For  Care  Providing  Adults 

By  Patnoa  S.  Bommarito 
James  L  Ramsey 

An  exciting  new  four  session  program  to  help  adult-child¬ 
ren  when  they  become  care  providers  for  their  elderly 
parents.  The  program  helps  improve  communication 
skills,  increase  knowledge  about  elderly  problems  and 
locate  helpful  resources.  The  Leader's  Guide  has  com¬ 
plete,  easy  to  follow,  instructions  for  facilitating  a  group, 
copies  of  all  worksheets  and  resource  readings.  The 
Participant  book  contains  all  worksheets,  resource  infor¬ 
mation  and  readings  needed  for  the  program  and  provides 
an  individualized  personal  record. 

Leader’s  Guide  $29.95 

ISBN  0-941697-02-9 
Participant  Guide  $7.95 
ISBN  0-941697-03-7 

Available  from:  y 

P.O.  Box  4098.  Garden  Grove.  CA  92642-4098 


ILLUSTRATE 
YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  that  church  anniversary 
with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  illus¬ 
tration.  This  art  can  be  used  in  bro¬ 
chures,  art  prints,  posters,  etc. 

Artist.  Tom  Gibson  has  over  19  years 
of  capable,  professional  experience. 
Call  Tom  today  for  this  exceptional  op¬ 
portunity. 

Mission  Communications 
(214)630-6495 


esses  and  the  board. 

"We  have  to  build  positives  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,”  she  said,  adding  that  the  message 
she  gets  from  churches  is  "that  a  need  for 
deaconesses  (exists)  as  much  as  ever.” 

Ms.  Dodson  said  the  deaconesses’  na¬ 
tional  association  is  asking  that  the  dea¬ 
coness  program  office  be  moved  from  the 
National  Division  and  placed  back  within 
the  mission  board’s  Women’s  Division, 
where  it  had  been  lodged  until  1964. 

She  said  the  leadership  team  is  a  bit 
wary  about  the  office’s  remaining  in  the 
National  Division. 

While  Global  Ministries  officials  insist 
that  the  office  of  deaconess  and  home  mis¬ 
sionary  service  is  not  in  jeopardy,  Barbara 
Campbell,  a  deaconess  and  and  adminis¬ 
trator  in  the  board’s  Women’s  Division, 
said  the  deaconess  movement’s  survival 
depends  on  a  strong  commitment  from  the 
National  Division. 

That  includes  taking  "more  initiative  in 
placing  deaconesses  in  executive  and  staff 
roles  in  the  various  institutions,”  she  said. 


DR.  CHARLES  L.  ALLEN 


INVITES  YOU  TO  GO  WITH  HIM 
ON  ONE  OR  MORE  OF  THE 
1989  CHARLES  L.  ALLEN  TOURS 


SOUTH  AMERICAN  EXTRAVAGANZA 
April  23-  May  8,  1989 

ALASKAN  CRUISE 
June  2-9,  1989 

THE  HOLY  LAND  AND  EGYPT 
July  13-23,  1989 

FUN  TRIP  TO  NASHVILLE  TENNESSEE 
August  5-7,  1989 

CHINA  AND  HONG  KONG 
September  3-18, 1989 
TREASURES  OF  INDIA  AND  NEPAL 
(Very  Special!) 

November  10-  December  2, 1989 


For  complete  details,  phone: 
(713)  439-4072 
or  write: 

CHARLES  L  ALLEN  TOURS 
P.O.  BOX  1396 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS  77251 


THE  CANADIAN  ROCKIES 

THE  SOVIET  UNION 

A  TRANSATLANTIC  CRUISE 

June  19  -  July  1,  1989-  Eleven  days  seeing  the  best  in  the  AMERICAN  and  CANADIAN 
ROCKIES 

July  24-  August  2.  1989  -  A  10-day  trip  to  the  USSR  and  FINLAND-  Moscow,  Leningrad, 
Sochi  (Russia’s  largest  Black  Sea  resort),  and  Helsinki. 

October  12-27,  1989  -  Cruise  to  EUROPE  aboard  the  luxury  liner  Westerdam  with  stops  at 
BERMUDA,  the  AZORES,  LISBON  and  a  3-day  stop  in  LONDON.  Return  by  air, 

Trips  planned  and  led  by  retired  university  dean  who  is  a  conference  member.  More  than 
twenty  years  leading  educational  groups  to  all  areas  of  the  world,  including  six  groups  to  the 
Soviet  Union.  This  is  meaningful  travel  with  a  greater  sense  of  freedom  when  accompanied 
by  one  with  extensive  travel  experience  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Write  or  call  DR.  EARL  M.  TAPLEY  for  itinerary  and  detail  of  these  first-class  tours:  The  Earl  Tapley 
Tours,  1102  Burke  Ave,  Fairway  Estates,  Dunedin.  FL  34698.  Phone  (813)  734-1924. 
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1  MEDICAL  RELEASE  j 

Youth’s  name  _ _ _ _  • 

I  Address _ i 

I  Birthdate _ _ _ _  I 

I  Phone  -  Emergency  person  and  phone  _  I 


I(we)  understand  that,  in  the  event  medical  treatment  is  required,  every  effort 
will  be  made  to  contact  me.  However,  if  I  cannot  be  reached,  I  give  my 
permission  to  the  staff  or  sponsor  to  secure  the  services  of  a  licensed  physician 
to  provide  the  care  necessary,  including  anesthesia,  for  my  child’s  well-being. 

Signed - Date _ 

(Parent  or  guardian) 

Please  list  any  medical  allergies,  medications  being  taken,  medical  problems, 
or  other  pertinent  information: 


j - J 

|  REGISTRATION  FORM  i 

I  Name  _ _ _  m  _  F _  j 


Address  _ 

Church  _ 

City  _ 

Grade  _ 

Parent’s  Signature 
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A  Prayer  For 


Welcome  the  Strangers  in  Our  World 

Louisiana  Methodist  to  Air  TV  Commercial 


SINGING  PRAISE  —  Shown  is  Billy  Sprague,  special  guest  during  the  Christian 
Music  Festival  which  was  held  at  First  UMC  in  Minden.  The  concert  was  sponsored 
by  the  Youth  Council  and  attracted  youth  and  adults  from  north  Louisiana. 


DISTRICT  AUDITS  —  District  Superintendent  Dr.  Kirby  Vining  confers  with 
Rev.  Vernon  Fairley  as  they  audit  Rev.  Robert  Deich's  pastor’s  report. 


LISTENING  ATTENTIVELY  —  Shown  is  a  portion  of  the  large  crowd  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  "Renew  the  Vision"  workshop  in  the  Lake  Charles  District. 


gathered  from  throughout  the  New  Orleans  Districts  for  the  "Renew  the  Vision" 
workshop. 


John  Cobb  and  Charles  Gerkin  to  Lead  Centenary  Study  Week 


John  Cobb,  one  of  the  premier  theolo¬ 
gians  of  our  day,  and  Charles  Gerkin,  re¬ 
nowned  expert  in  pastoral  care,  will  lead 
ministers  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  3  series  of  lectures  and  work¬ 
shop  experiences  at  Ministers’  Study 
Week,  February  21-23  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  in  Shreveport. 

The  Rev.  Dale  Hensariing,  Director  of 
Church  Relations  for  Centenary  College, 
reports  that  interest  is  high  for  this 
unique  combination  of  resources:  “With 
John  Cobb  doing  Process  Theology  at  a 
pastoral  level,  and  Charles  Gerkin  ad- 
-  dressing  issues  of  ‘fragmentation  and 
confusion  about  norms  and  boundaries,’ 
we  will  offer  an  incomparable  package 
of  information  and  skill  to  pastors  and 
church  leaders  in  the  area.” 

John  Cobb,  Director  of  The  Center  for 
Process  Studies,  is  Ingraham  Professor 
of  Theology,  School  of  Theology  at  Clare¬ 
mont  and  Avery  Professor  in  the  Clare¬ 
mont  Graduate  School.  His  work  in 
theology  has  brought  him  both  national 


and  international  acclaim. 

Charles  Gerkin  is  professor  of  Pasto¬ 
ral  Psychology  at  Candler  School  of  The¬ 
ology  and  the  Graduate  School  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  at  Emory  University,  At¬ 
lanta.  Dr.  Gerkin  believes,  with  Anton 
Boisen,  that  a  person’s  life  is  like  a  “liv¬ 
ing  document”  which,  with  the  aid  of  a 
caring  pastoral  relationship,  can  be  read 
and  re-written  by  the  person  as  she  or  he 
moves  toward  health  and  wholeness. 

Ministers'  Study  Week  is  structured 
into  two  modules,  with  tuition  of  $55  per 
module.  For  joint  registration  to  both 
modules,  the  total  fee  will  be  reduced  to 
$100.  One  Continuing  Education  Unit 
(CEU)  will  be  offered  for  each  module. 
For  this  event,  advance  registration  is 
recommended.  Registration  for  Module  I 
is  12:30  p.m.,  Tuesday,  February  21,  and 
12:30  p.m.,  Wednesday,  February  22  for 
Module  II.  All  sessions  will  be  held  in 
Kilpatrick  Auditorium,  R.E.  Smith 
Building,  at  the  corner  of  King’s  High¬ 
way  and  Woodlawn. 


Resources  Available  for  Lent -Easter  Season 


The  following  resources  are  appropri¬ 
ate  for  the  Lent-Easter  Season.  You  will 
find  a  description  of  them  in  the  Re¬ 
source  Center  Catalogue.  To  schedule 
their  use,  contact  Carolyn  Powell  at  the 
Conference  Office,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802,  (504)  346-1646. 
Children  Stories 

of  Jesus . VHS 

Crucifixion  and  the 

Resurrection . fs 

Glad  News . Kit 

God’s  Easter  Plan . Sfs 


Around  the  Conference- 


Dr.  Charles  V.  Gerkin 


How  We  Got  Our  Easter  Customs . fs 

One  Who  Was  There . VHS;  16mm 

Why  We  Celebrate  Holy  Week . fs 

Parables  . . .  Then  Holy  Week . Kit 

John  Wesley: 

The  Proud  Methodist . VHS 

Wesley  and  His  Times . 16mm 

People  Called  Methodist . 16mm 

And  Then . 16mm 

Jesus  B.C . VHS 

Cotton  Patch  Gospel . VHS 

A  Glimpse  of  Heaven . VHS 


“THE  MOVEMENT  OF  MINISTRY:  PROCESS  IN  PRACTICE” 
21-23  FEBRUARY,  1989,  CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
2911  Centenary  Blvd.  Shreveport,  LA  71134 
REGISTRATION  FORM 


NAME 


TEL.  #  . 


ADDRESS 


CHURCH  (if  applicable) 


SOCIAL  SECURITY  #:  (for  CEU  credit)  _  ] 

CHECK  [lCEUea.]:  Module  I  (Gerkin) _ Module  II  (Cobb) _  | 

Tuition:  $55.00  per  module,  or  $100.00  for  both. 

FOR  INFORMATION  CALL:  The  Office  of  Church  Relations,  318-869-5108 
i - 1 

Clergy  Retreat  Planned  26-27 

Dick  Murray  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology  will  be  the  resource  person  for  a  Minis¬ 
ter’s  Retreat  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in  the  Lake  Charles  District,  February  26- 
27.  The  subject  will  be  “The  Bible,  Evangelism  &  Christian  Education.” 

Dr.  Murray  is  well  qualified  to  give  leadership  in  this  vital  area  of  church  life.  He 
has,  for  years,  been  on  the  faculty  at  Perkins.  He  is  a  popular  seminar/workshop 
leader  and  is  in  demand  throughout  the  church. 

One  CEU  of  credit  will  be  offered  participants.  Cost  for  the  retreat  is  $25.  It  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.  on  Monday,  February  26  and  close  at  2  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  February 
27.  Participants  should  bring  their  Bible,  bed  linen,  and  personal  effects. 

The  retreat  center  is  located  3  miles  north  of  Highway  190  at  LeBlanc  (west  of 
Kinder  about  six  miles).  Registrations  can  be  mailed  to  the  Lake  Charles  District  Of¬ 
fice,  816  Kirkman,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601. 


Our  President 


I  read  a  brief  story  recently  in  the  DALLAS  MORNING  NEWS.  It  con¬ 
cerned  the  Rev.  Gerald  Mann’s  invocation  for  the  Opening  Session  of  the 
Texas  House  of  Representatives.  His  total  prayer  was  as  follows: 

Dear  Father,  read  our  lips:  We  need  help.  Amen. 

President  Bush  has  been  inaugurated  and  people  of  America  and  the  world 
all  wish  him  well.  I  would  like  to  go  a  step  farther.  As  Christians,  we  are 
called  to  pray  regularly  for  our  President.  And  if  his  vision  of  a  “kinder, 
gentler  nation  and  world”  has  any  chance  of  reality,  he  will  need  our  prayers. 
Our  Texas  pastor  is  on  target:  We  need  help! 

So  I  will  be  praying  daily  that  God  will  use  George  Bush  as  an  instrument  of 
peace.  And  I  urge  you  to  join  in  that  prayer. 

UMHU&O 


During  the  season  of  Lent  throughout 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  you  will  see 
something  new  and  different  as  you 
watch  daytime  and  early  evening  televi¬ 
sion  on  your  local  stations. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  will  join  our  neighboring  confer¬ 
ences  in  Texas  in  airing  a  television 
commercial  promoting  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  as  a  place  where  you  are 
welcome.  The  familiar  text  from  Mat¬ 
thew  25:35  “  . . .  when  I  was  a  stranger 
you  took  me  in  ...  ”  will  be  the  basis  for 
the  commercials,  which  seek  to  remind 
the  viewer  that  "in  God’s  House  there 
were  no  strangers.” 

This  will  mark  the  first  time  that  Lou¬ 
isiana  United  Methodists  have  coordinat¬ 
ed  television  and  other  media  to 
advertise  the  faith  of  their  religion  as  a 
whole,  rather  than  simply  through  indi¬ 
vidual  congregations.  Like  all  good  com¬ 
mercials,  the  advertisement  is  short  on 
words  and  long  on  feelings.  But  its  feel¬ 
ings  are  ones  we  all  know  so  well, ...  the 


...when  I  was 
a  stranger 
you  took  me  in... 


pain  and  insecurity  of  being  on  the  out¬ 
side  . . .  and  the  relief  and  joy  of  being 
made  to  feel  welcome  on  the  inside. 

The  commercial  has  been  produced  by 
Berman  Film  Company  of  Houston,  an 
award  winning  advertising  agency.  It  is 
a  professionally  produced  advertise¬ 
ment,  looking  more  like  a  national  spot 
than  a  local  one. 

A  task  force  that  was  formed  by  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  has 
been  busy  contacting  television  stations 


throughout  Louisiana  to  air  this  com¬ 
mercial.  It  will  be  seen  on  local  ABC, 
CBS,  and  NBC  stations,  as  well  as  over 
local  cable  systems. 

The  purpose  of  this  multi-media  pro¬ 
gram  is  to  raise  public  awareness  of  the 
nation’s  second  largest  protestant  de¬ 
nomination.  At  best,  it  can  open  doors 
for  our  denomination  and  make  our 
friends  and  neighbors  aware  that  good 
things  are  happening  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


February  Conference  Calendar 

Feb- 

March  In-Parish  Visits  (1st  &  2nd  Year  Post  Academic  Classes) 

1  Packets  sent  to  those  recommended  for  Probationary  Membership 

2  TV  Task  Force,  Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 

2- 4  “Reaching  the  Baby  Boomers,”  Dallas 

3- 4  Louisiana  Chapter  of  the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship, 

Music  and  the  Other  Arts  —  Winter  Retreat 

4  “Renew  the  Vision”  Workshop:  Shreveport  District,  Christ  Church, 
Shreveport,  9.00  a.m.-Noon 

5  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Subscription  Campaign  Begins 

6-8  Minister’s  Week,  SMU 

7  Workshop  for  Clergy  &  Church  Professionals,  Methodist  Children’s 
Home 

9  Planning  &  Research  Committee  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building, 
10:00  a.m. 

10-11  UMW  Mid- Year  Executive  Committee  Meeting 

11  “Renew  the  Vision”  Workshop:  Ruston  District,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston, 
9:00  a.m.-Noon 

11  Judy  Gattis  Smith  Workshop  for  New  Orleans-Houma  and  New  Or- 
leans-Slidell  Districts,  First  Church,  New  Orleans,  9:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

12  Satellite  Training  for  Elementary  Teachers,  5:00-6:00  p.m. 

13-14  Cabinet  Meeting/Headquarters  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

17-19  Senior  High  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre  (8:00  p.m.  on  17th  until 
1:00  p.m.  on  19th) 

21  Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital  Continuing  Education  Event:  Hypnosis  in 
Pastoral  Care,  Dr.  Paul  Durbin  .5  CEU 

21  Vacation  Bible  School  Workshop  for  District  Teams  in  Southern  Part  of 
State,  University  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  12:00  noon-4:00  p.m. 

21-23  Centenary  College  Study  Week 

23  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  Laity  Banquet,  Asbury  Church,  La¬ 
fayette,  6:30  p.m. 

23  Vacation  Bible  School  Workshop  for  District  Teams  in  Northern  Part  of 
State,  Grace  Church,  Ruston,  12:00  noon-4:00  p.m. 

25  “Renew  the  Vision”  Workshop:  Alexandria  District,  Trinity  Church, 
Alexandria,  9:00  a.m.-Noon 

27-28  Minister’s  Retreat,  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center,  with  Dick  Murray 


Senior  High  Retreat  Set  For  Feb.  17-19 

“Love  and  Soaps”  is  the  theme  chosen  for  the  upcoming  Senior  High  Retreat  which 
will  take  place  at  the  Caney  Conference  Centre  February  17  through  19.  The  leader 
for  the  retreat  will  be  Rev.  Fay  Barr-hartung. 

The  event  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  with  registration,  ending  on  Sunday,  February  19 
following  lunch.  The  retreat,  which  is  open  to  all  Senior  High  youth  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  will  focus  on  the  books  of  Ruth  and  Esther. 

Those  interested  are  asked  to  provide  a  Bible,  bedding,  toilet  articles,  towels, 
washcloths,  and  casual  clothes,  in  addition  to  dancing  attire  for  the  dance  scheduled 
for  Saturday  night.  Each  church  is  asked  to  send  adequate  adult  supervision  for  its 
youth. 

The  cost  for  the  three  day  retreat  is  $28,  and  a  pre-registration  fee  of  $5  must  ac¬ 
company  the  registration  form.  Pre-registration  is  mandatory  and  must  be  received 
by  Wednesday,  February  15.  Make  checks  payable  to:  The  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  send  to  Carolyn  Dove  at  the  Conference  office,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802-5720. 
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Good  advice  for  ‘turning  on’  youth 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


“Be  direct.  Be  flexible.  Be  persistent." 

That’s  sound  advice  for  most  any  en¬ 
deavor. 

It  applies  particularly  well,  however,  to 
efforts  to  “turn  on"  young  people  to  the 
Christian  faith,  according  to  speakers  at 
Forum  ’89,  a  recent  national  conference  for 
adult  leaders  of  youth  (see  UMR,  Jan.  27). 

Although  conference  speakers  didn’t  ex¬ 
plicitly  identify  the  “direct,  flexible,  per¬ 
sistent"  formula,  we  think  it  is  an  accurate 
and  helpful  summary  of  their  advice. 

What’s  more,  it’s  a  scripturally  valid 
way  to  lead  young  people  into  a  mean¬ 
ingful  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ. 
Here's  how: 

“Be  direct." 

Jesus'  way  of  inviting  people  into  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Him  epitomized  directness: 
“Follow  me.”  The  Rev.  William  H.  Willi- 
mon’s  advice  to  Forum  ’89  participants 
is  a  modern  counterpart  to  such  direct¬ 
ness:  Tell  young  people  “the  transform¬ 
ing  story  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Dr.  Willimon’s  premise  is  compelling: 
It’s  unrealistic  to  assume  that  young  peo¬ 
ple  growing  up  in  a  “pagan  culture”  like 
ours,  that  is,  a  culture  that  lives  as 
though  God  doesn’t  exist,  will  automati¬ 
cally  hear  that  story. 

How  true!  So-called  “ministries  of  pres¬ 
ence"  and  other  indirect  ways  of  sharing 
the  Christian  story  with  young  people,  say, 
via  “Christian  rock”  music,  have  their 
place.  Such  approaches  make  little  sense, 
however,  and  are  easily  assumed  to  be 
merely  parts  of  culturally  based  good  in¬ 
tentions  and  good  feelings  if  no  one  “tells 
it  like  it  is”  —  from  Jesus’  birth  to  His  res¬ 
urrection  to  Pentecost— including  His  call 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


to  each  person:  "Follow  me." 

"Be  flexible.” 

Again,  Jesus’  example  applies.  Our 
Lord  accepted  and  honored  his  heritage 
as  a  Jew.  But  He  didn’t  slavishly  adhere 
to  traditional  ways  of  doing  things  at  the 
expense  of  creative  efforts  to  encounter 
people  "where  they  lived.” 

Similarly,  a  local  church  youth  coordi¬ 
nator,  Steve  Jacobs,  reminded  Forum  ’89 
participants  that  rigidly  "sticking  to  the 
book"  or  “doing  it  the  way  it’s  always  been 
done”  can  doom  efforts  to  relate  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Gospel  effectively  to  young  people. 

By  contrast,  flexibility— a  willingness  to 
adapt  outreach  efforts  to  appeal  to  the 
needs  and  interests  of  today’s  youths— is  vi¬ 
tal  for  conveying  part  of  the  Gospel’s  mes¬ 
sage.  For  example,  conducting  programs  in 
a  “safe”  setting  that  allows  teen-agers  to 
“be  themselves”— even  meeting  sometimes 
in  places  other  than  the  church— communi¬ 
cates  the  kind  of  acceptance  and  respect 
that  Jesus  showed  people  of  his  time. 

“Be  persistent.” 

Jesus  didn’t  easily  give  up  on  people. 
He  told  his  followers  to  forgive  others 
"seventy  times  seven"  (Matthew  18:21). 
A  similarly  persistent  concern  for  the 
spiritual  well-being  of  others  is  essential 
for  attracting  people,  young  and  old,  to 
the  Christian  way  in  our  time. 

The  need  for  persistence  was  implicit 
in  one  Forum  '89  speaker’s  comment 
about  many  young  people:  “You  don’t 
know  how  broken  and  unloved  they  feel. 
And  if  we  don’t  love  them,  the  lure  of  the 
streets  will  catch  them.” 

Youthful  rebellion,  often  rooted  in 
feelings  of  being  unloved,  can  discourage 
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‘Targeted  sanctions’  can  help  us 
dismantle  South  African  apartheid 


A  college  student  performs  a  liturgi¬ 
cal  dance  at  a  national  conference  for 
adult  leaders  of  youth.  The  adults  heard 
some  advice  worth  remembering  about 
leading  young  people  to  a  meaningful  re¬ 
lationship  with  Jesus  Christ. 

efforts  to  reach  out  to  young  people. 
However,  their  “unloveableness”  at  such 
times  doesn’t  absolve  those  of  us  within 
the  faith  community  of  our  responsibil¬ 
ity.  As  followers  of  Christ,  we’re  called 
to  “hang  in  there”  with  them  and  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  God’s  love  for  them— and  ours. 

“Be  direct.  Be  flexible.  Be  persistent.” 

Are  members  of  your  congregation- 
parents,  pastors,  youth  leaders,  etc. — like 
many  who  are  scratching  their  heads  about 
how  to  entice  more  young  people  into  the 
community  of  faith?  If  so,  that  advice  is 
well  worth  remembering  and  practicing. 


By  KENNETH  0.  BECK 

South  Africa  today  is  a  crucial  issue  for 
Christian  people.  To  deal  with  the  reality 
of  contemporary  South  I 
Africa,  one  must  keep] 
several  realities  in] 
mind. 

First,  apartheid, 
the  total  separation  of 
peoples  according  to 
allegedly  racial  group-  ■ 
ings,  is  an  ever- 1 
present  factor.  Over  Kenneth  Beck 
the  past  40  years  of  rule  by  the  Nationalist 
Party,  the  racism  implicit  in  South  Afri¬ 
can  society  has  been  formalized. 

Second,  a  reality  that  one  needs  to  rec¬ 
ognize  is  the  progress  of  a  large  number 
of  black  and  other  ethnic  groups.  Per¬ 
haps  1  million  of  the  nation’s  17  million 
blacks  are  involved  in  society  as  eco¬ 
nomically  active  people  with  decent 
housing,  schooling  and  employment. 

Third,  and  perhaps  most  significantly, 
even  though  some  blacks,  some  of  those 
called  “coloured"  and  some  Asians  have 
an  improved  lifestyle,  they  have  no  partic¬ 
ipation  in  their  own  governance. 

The  question  for  Christians  and  other 
people  interested  in  freedom  and  justice 
is:  What  shall  we  do? 

Several  tactics  being  tried 

Several  tactics  have  been  or  are  being 
tried: 

f  “Constructive  engagement”  is  the 


Editorial  gives  needed  word  on  evangelizing 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  editorial,  “A  chang¬ 
ing  climate  for  evangelizing”  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  6). 

Given  the  institutional  “necessity”  of 
never  admitting  things  have  been  off  tar¬ 
get  very  much,  you  have  given  a  needed 
word  that  is  balanced. 

Our  connectional  system  still  mea¬ 
sures  ministry  of  its  ordained  by  dollars 
rather  than  by  people  brought  into  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ  and/or  the 
church. 

Our  spiritual  leaders  know  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  money  in  ministry.  Most  pro¬ 
nounced  hard  times  to  ministry  without 
funding.  They  are  right.  However,  until 
we  talk,  pray,  plan  and  intentionally 
bring  evangelism  back  as  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  first  love,  we  shall  end  up  short 
of  people,  money  and  motivation  to  do 
the  work  of  God. 

People:  Encourage  your  pastor  to  lead 
out  in  evangelism.  ,.i 

Pastors:  Insist  that  our  program  em¬ 
phasis  doesn’t  neglect  finding,  inviting, 
bringing  and  winning  people  to  Chrisli. 

Let  us  do  all  things  in  His  Name. 

Paul  Morell 
Carrollton,  Texas 

Denman  touched  my  life 

To  the  Editor: 

John  Lovelace’s  article  on  “Mr.  Evan¬ 
gelism”  (see  UMR,  Dec.  30)  sent  a  quiver 
through  my  body  and  brought  tears  to 
my  eyes  as  I  remembered  this  man  of 
God. 

Harry  Denman  not  only  inspired  many 
of  the  clergy  but  also  touched  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  laypeople,  including  me. 

He  was  a  bold  opportunistic  witness  for 
his  Lord.  At  my  first  breakfast  with  him 
in  the  1950s— when  a  young  waitress 
came  to  our  booth  for  the  order— his  be¬ 
ginning  words  were,  “Do  you  love  Jesus?” 

Caught  a  bit  off  guard,  she  recovered 
quickly  and  said,  “Yes.”  Then  he  said, 
"Good!  Be  the  very  best  you  can  be!”  He 
then  calmly  proceeded  to  order  his  meal. 

After  his  address  at  the  Minnesota  An- 


Pontius'  Puddle 


THE.  PASTOR  TOLD  OUR 
CLASSTHAT  IP  WE  STUDY 
OCR  6IE.LES,  WE  MIGHT 
GROW  OP  TO  BE  A 

MINISTER 


HE  ALSO  TOLD  OS  HOW  MUCH 
HE  MAKES,  HOW  MANY  HOURS 
HE  POTS  IN,  AND  HOW  MUCH 
HE'S  APPRECIATED  8Y THE 
CONerREGrPmON . 


NEVER 
EVER 
60  NEAR 
A  8'BLE 


nual  Conference,  we  had  a  most  interest¬ 
ing  trip  flying  back  from  Williston  to 
Minneapolis.  When  we  parted,  I  remember 
his  saying,  “Pray  for  me,”  which  I  discov¬ 
ered  later  was  his  standard  goodbye. 

Whether  he  was  talking  one-on-one  or  to 
a  large  gathering,  his  message  was  simple 
and  clear,  "Love  Jesus”  or  “Live  for  Je¬ 
sus."  He  was  totally  committed  to  his  mis¬ 
sion  in  life,  aggressive  and  effective. 

He  seemed  to  be  traveling  continuous¬ 
ly  wherever  needed  and  always  very 
lightly.  I  never  saw  him  with  a  freshly 
pressed  suit! 

United  Methodism  needs  more  people 
who  will  put  spiritual  things  above  the 
material  and  dedicate  themselves  to  Je¬ 
sus  as  completely  as  Harry  Denman  did. 

Francis  Faber 
Excelsior,  Minnesota 

Story  forgets  agency 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  30  Reporter’s  year-end  story, 
"Missions’  Tumultuous  Year,”  men¬ 
tioned  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Gen¬ 


eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  The 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center.  The  informa¬ 
tion  conveyed  was  incomplete. 

The-Women’s  Division  did  repurchase 
the  former  Scarritt  College  property,  but 
The  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  program  is 
a  partnership  between  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  and  the  Scarritt  Corp.  board. 

Recommendations  from  a  joint  work¬ 
ing  group  (center  name,  mission  state¬ 
ment,  bylaws,  program  directions)  were 
adopted  by  the  Women’s  Division  and  the 
Scarritt  Corp. 

Scarritt  has  a  unique  history  in  train¬ 
ing  women  and  laity  for  service  in  the 
church.  The  new  Scarritt-Bennett  Center 
has  even  greater  potential.  Directors  of 
the  Women’s  Division  and  of  the  Scarritt 
Corp.  are  optimistic  and  enthusiastic  as 
we  launch  this  new  partnership. 

Theressa  Hoover 
New  York,  New  York 

I’m  excited  about  news 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  excitement  about  the  Rev. 
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My  Witness 

Toddlers  feed  my  spirit 


By  WILMA  T.  JONES 

My  husband  and  I  are  retiring  after  10 
years  teaching  2-year-olds  in  our  church 
school.  I  have  j 
worked  in  church  I 
school  in  some  ca-  , 
pacity  since  1946  as  I 
a  teacher  (all  age  i 
levels),  children’s  co- , 
ordinator,  and  litera¬ 
ture  secretary. 

Ten  years  ago  I 
was  ready  to  retire,  Wilma  Jones 
feeling  I  needed  to  attend  an  adult  class 
and  refill  my  own  soul.  However,  our 
church  needed  teachers  for  the  class  of 
2-year-olds. 

Remembering  how  important  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  class  at  Bering  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston  had 
been  to  our  own  daughters  when  they 
were  2-years-old,  my  husband  and  I  vol¬ 
unteered  and  recruited  a  friend  to  help. 
We  would  sometimes  both  be  absent  on 
Sunday,  so  we  felt  it  was  important  that 
the  children  always  have  a  familiar  face 
in  the  room. 

We  have  been  fed  spiritually  every 
Sunday  by  the  2-year-olds’  spontaneity 
and  openness.  It’s  the  first  time  in  teach¬ 
ing  that  I  have  felt  I  received  more  as  a 
teacher  than  I  gave. 

These  are  real  people  in  our  church, 
and  they  love  to  sing,  pray,  praise  God, 
learn  about  Jesus  and  how  to  follow  Him. 
They  also  have  a  faith  to  share. 

Each  Sunday  we  talk  about  those  ab¬ 
sent  and  say  a  prayer  for  them.  After  a 
boy  was  absent  one  Sunday  because  his 
family  was  out  of  town,  his  mother  told 
us  he  told  her  we  were  praying  for  him, 
so  he  already  knew  what  it  was  to  be  a 
part  of  the  extended  church. 

Different  children  have  claimed  dif¬ 
ferent  teachers  as  theirs  and  would  be 
unhappy  when  their  teacher  was  absent. 


Some  like  to  talk  about  Jesus  while 
playing  in  the  housekeeping  area  with 
dolls  and  pots  and  pans.  Some  prefer 
talking  while  building  with  blocks  and 
rolling  cars. 

Others  find  it  easier  to  relate  to  Jesus 
while  putting  together  puzzles  and  play¬ 
ing  with  clay.  Still  others  prefer  looking 
at  books. 

They  all  like  to  hear  stories  of  Jesus 
over  and  over  again.  They  like  consisten¬ 
cy,  familiarity,  routine,  stability.  Chil¬ 
dren  that  at  first  must  bring  a  security 
blanket  finally  leave  them  behind  after 
several  months,  finding  security  in  their 
church  sufficient  for  their  needs. 

I  have  never  been  as  spiritually  fed 
Sunday  after  Sunday  in  a  Sunday  school 
class  as  I  have  been  by  the  2-year-olds. 
How  thrilling  it  has  been  to  see  God 
through  the  eyes  of  one  of  these  little 
ones! 

I  had  a  stroke  four  years  ago  and 
thought  about  quitting  then,  but  I  didn’t 
because  I  needed  their  doses  of  love  each 
week.  Their  imagination  has  led  them  to 
use  my  cane  for  everything  from  a  horse 
to  a  microphone.  I  feel  they  played  a  ma¬ 
jor  part  in  my  recovery. 

We  must  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
show  us  God’s  kingdom.  As  it  says  in  the 
Bible,  “You  must  accept  God’s  kingdom 
like  a  little  child,  or  you  will  not  enter  it” 
(Luke  18:17). 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Wilma  T.  Jones  is  a  member  of  Me¬ 
morial  Drive  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tulsa.  Okla.  (Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “ My  Wit¬ 
ness.”  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Glenn  S.  Fuller,  associate  pastor  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Palo  Alto, 
Calif.,  who  at  65  is  volunteering  to  be¬ 
come  a  missionary  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  6). 

Glenn  Fuller  doesn’t  know  me,  but  I 
know  him,  through  his  missionary  parents 
in  China  and  his  grandfather,  the  Rev. 
Marcellus  B.  Fuller.  He  was  the  pastor  of 
my  home  church,  Lakewood  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Lakewood,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Fuller  baptized  me  when  I  was  4 
months  old  in  September.  1922  and  re¬ 
ceived  me  into  the  membership  in  1928 
when  I  was  only  6. 

I  remember  the  day  vividly.  Dr.  Fuller 
asked  me,  “Jimmy,  why  do  you  want  to 
join  the  church?”  My  reply,  “Because  I 
love  Jesus!” 

It  is  60  years  later,  and  50  years  ago  I 
got  my  Local  Preacher’s  License — encour¬ 
aged  from  that  same  Lakewood  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  Cleveland,  Ohio,  District. 

For  these  years  of  ministry,  I  am 
grateful  to  pastors  like  M.  B.  Fuller  who 
could  hear  a  little  child  in  a  church  of 
4,400  members. 

James  Edward  Doty 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from 
readers.  Letters  should  be  brief,  must  be 
original  and  must  carry  the  signature  and 
address  of  the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to  edit, 
condense  or  not  publish  any  letters  re¬ 
ceived. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  "Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


phrase  used  by  the  U.S.  government  and 
others  to  name  a  policy  of  interaction  with 
South  Africa  in  the  belief  that  our  presence 
can  create  better  conditions  of  employ¬ 
ment  for  blacks  and  other  ethnic  groups. 

There  is  an  element  of  truth  in  this  the¬ 
ory.  But  it  has  proved  to  be  totally  inef¬ 
fective  in  creating  a  climate  for  change. 
Indeed,  the  Nationalist  Party,  which  in 
recent  years  had  made  some  fairly  signif¬ 
icant  changes  (abolishing  the  “pass  laws,” 
for  example),  has  in  recent  months  re¬ 
gressed  back  into  a  very  hard-line  stance. 

Therefore,  “constructive  engagement”  in 
no  way  puts  pressure  on  the  government  to 
move  toward  recognition  of  reality,  namely 
that  one  day  the  black  people,  the  “co¬ 
loureds"  and  the  Asians  will  be  free. 

/  Divestment  and  disinvestment,  the 
encouragement  of  American  and  multi¬ 
national  firms  to  leave  South  Africa,  is 
another  tactic.  It’s  the  one  usually  advo¬ 
cated  by  those  seeking  justice  and  a 
democratic  process. 

The  basic  results  of  the  divestment/ 
disinvestment  tactic  have  been  twofold: 

First,  there  has  been  an  impact  on  the 
South  African  economy.  South  Africa  is 
very  interlaced  with  the  economies  of 
the  Western  world  and  is  damaged  to  a 
certain  extent  by  the  withdrawal  of  Ko¬ 
dak,  Ford,  General  Motors  and  IBM  to 
name  a  few  of  many  large  corporations. 

Second,  however,  there  is  the  loss  of 
employers  who  have  done  the  most  to 
provide  good  jobs,  promote  blacks  into 
management  positions,  and  assistance  in 
securing  schooling  and  housing  for  all 


employees. 

Therefore,  divestment/disinvestment 
is  a  mixed  bag. 

The  most  productive  tactic? 

/  A  third  tactic  is  emerging  as  perhaps 
more  productive  in  bringing  improvement 
in  South  African  society,  which  in  the  final 
analysis  must  be  nothing  less  than  the  to¬ 
tal  dismantling  of  apartheid. 

It  is  known  by  its  proponents  as  “tar¬ 
geted  sanctions.”  There  are  several  di¬ 
mensions  involved  in  this  approach. 

First  is  a  united  effort  by  the  six  leading 
banking  nations  (France,  Japan,  Switzer¬ 
land,  United  Kingdom,  United  States  and 
West  Germany)  to  persuade  their  banking 
institutions  to  refuse  to  roll  over  loans  to 
the  government  of  South  Africa. 

Second  is  a  non-negotiable  requirement 
that  the  practice  of  detaining  people,  par- 
ticularly  children,  without  specific 
charges  against  them,  be  abolished. 

Third  is  the  stipulation  that  no  country 
should  sell  high-technology  items  or  mil¬ 
itary  hardware  to  South  Africa. 

It  is  extremely  important  that  Chris¬ 
tian  people  in  the  United  States  be  aware 
that  there  are  millions  of  people  in  South 
Africa— black,  Asian  and  white— who 
share  the  dream  of  a  day  when  apartheid 
is  no  more.  Time  is  running  out  on  the  ad¬ 
vocates  of  peaceful  methods  of  change. 

Targeted  sanctions  may  not  be  the  be- 
all  and  end-all  of  redemption  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  beautiful  South  Africa.  But  for 
Christians,  it  is  the  best  strategy  to  sup¬ 
port  at  this  time. 


Emotion  shouldn’t  blur  views 
on  anti-apartheid  boycotts 


^0  ]| 


By  RICHARD  H.  SPENCER 

Recent  discussion  on  boycotting  the 
Shell  Oil  Co.  as  a  £ ,  „ 

way  to  fight  South 
African  apartheid 
evoked  my  interest. 

It  needs  further  com¬ 
ment  because  few 
people  appear  to  be 
acquainted  with  all 
the  facts. 

Much  of  what  I  Richard  Spencer 
read  is  emotional.  Some  of  what  I  read 
sadly  obscures  emotional  responses  un¬ 
der  a  shroud  of  what  I  am  certain  is  real 
Christian  concern. 

Sadly,  though,  boycotts  that  are  effec¬ 
tive  in  bringing  about  departures  of  corpo¬ 
rations  from  South  Africa  often  hurt  most 
those  whom  they  are  intended  to  help. 

Boycotts  are  harmful 

I  work  for  a  large  corporation  that  has 
operations  in  South  Africa.  I  am  against 
the  boycotts  of  such  corporations  be¬ 
cause  they  do  more  harm  than  good  in  a 
situation  such  as  South  Africa. 

To  equate  boycotts  against  apartheid 
with  boycotts  against  faulty  food  prod¬ 
ucts  is  like  equating  apples  and  oranges. 
The  following  story  from  my  experience 
shows  why  I  take  the  position  I  do. 

A  number  of  years  ago  a  speaker  at  a 
management  training  session  deviated 
from  his  topic  and  started  advocating 
that  our  company  foment  revolution  in 
South  Africa  to  oppose  apartheid.  That 
received  a  negative  response  because  we 
were  fairly  familiar  with  our  company’s 
record  in  South  Africa. 

Firsthand  report  helped 

However,  it  helped  when  one  of  our  of¬ 
ficials  with  firsthand  experience  there 
arrived  the  next  day  to  present  facts,  not 
emotion.  Facts: 

•/  Blacks,  whites  and  coloreds  are 
employed  in  all  levels  of  our  corpora¬ 
tion,  from  management  to  maintenance. 

y  Blacks,  whites  and  coloreds  are 
equally  paid  for  equal  jobs. 

/  All  employees  work  intermixed  on 
the  job. 

y  Company  dinners  are  held  at  nor¬ 
mally  “white  only”  establishments  and 
attended  by  all  the  employees’  fam¬ 
ilies— without  establishment  or  govern¬ 
ment  objections. 


The  list  could  go  on,  but  the  point  is 
that  this  company  was  doing  more  to 
combat  and  break  down  apartheid  than 
any  boycott. 

Boycotts  make  the  government  defen¬ 
sive  and  combative.  Boycotts,  when  ef¬ 
fective  in  forcing  companies  out  of  South 
Africa,  also  take  away  the  jobs  and  ex¬ 
ample  of  non-apartheid  success  from  the 
very  people  they  are  intended  to  help. 

Moreover,  employees  who  had  that 
daily  experience  of  non-apartheid  life 
are  deserted  and  left  without  that  gain  in 
their  lives.  Where  is  the  Christian  love  in 
that  act? 

That  is  why  I  say:  We  need  prayer, 
facts  and  rational  thought— not  emotion. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Kenneth  O. 
Beck  lives  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  is  a  re¬ 
tired  clergy  member  of  the  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference.  Richard  H.  Spencer 
is  a  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Boca  Raton,  Fla.  (Florida  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here 
I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter,  terse — of  the  following: 

“But  be  doers  of  the  word,  and  not 
hearers  only,  deceiving  yourselves.” 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Ephesians  5:31) 

Headings  for  week  of  Feb.  5 
Monday:  Psalms  99 
Tuesday:  Exodus  34:29-35 
Wednesday:  Luke  9:18-22 
Thursday:  Luke  9:23-27 
Friday:  Luke  9:28-36 
Saturday:  2  Corinthians  3:12-19 
Sunday:  2  Corinthians  4:1-2 


Disciple 


BECOMING  DISCIPLES 
THROUGH  BIBLE  STUDY 


Disciple  is  a  dynamic  approach  to  Bible 
study.  During  the  course  of  34  weeks, 
Disciple  study  groups  move  through  the 
Scriptures  from  Genesis  to  Revelation. 
Each  week,  a  major  theme  helps  the 
group  grow  in  understanding  the  Bible. 
Through  the  sharing  of  theological  views, 
group  discussions,  and  video 
presentations,  the  12-member  study 
group  will  be  inspired  and  transformed 
into  better  Christian  disciples. 

Through  Disciple,  you  can  help 
strengthen  adults  and  youth  in  their 
sense  of  being  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ, 
ready  to  witness  for  him  in  a  troubled 
world.  And,  as  Jesus  called  the  Twelve, 
you  will  form  groups  of  12  for  a  time  of 
challenging  Bible  study  and  spiritual 
formation. 

If  you  want  to  lead  a  Disciple  study 
group,  you  should  attend  a  national 
training  seminar  in  preparation  for  this 
responsibility.  You  will  benefit  from 
quality  leadership  training  as  well  as  gain 
valuable  hands-on  experience  with  the 
Disciple  resources.  You  will  also  have  the 
opportunity  to  exchange  ideas  and 


experiences  with  persons  from  across  the 
country  who  share  the  goal  of  developing 
Christian  disciples. 

Registration  Is  limited  for  each  location. 
Act  now! 

To  register  for  training  or  for  more 
information,  call  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789 
(west  of  the  Rockies,  call  toll  free: 
1-800-251-8591),  or  write  to: 

Cokesbury 
Disciple  Bible  Study 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
Attn:  Wini  Grizzle 


1989  TRAINING 
SEMINAR  SCHEDULE 


Cokesbury 

Books  •  Bibles  •  Church  Supplies  / 


June  20-22 

Charlotte,  NC 

June  27-29 

Atlanta,  GA 

July  6-8 

Dallas,  TX 

July  11-13 

Cincinnati,  OH 

July  18-20 

Cherry  Hiil,  NJ 

July  25-27 

Kansas  City,  KS 

August  1-3 

Seattle,  WA 

September  5-7 

Denver,  CO 
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Ailing  composer  writes  songs  from  heart 


Natalie  Sleeth 

.  robust  spirit  in  fragile  frame 


By  RITA  HEALY 

Frail,  dependent  upon  a  cane,  the  agil¬ 
ity  of  her  hands  diminishing  as  her  Multi¬ 
ple  Sclerosis  progresses,  Natalie  Sleeth 
continues  the  outpouring  of  song  from 
her  heart. 

The  Denver  composer  has  180  anthems 
to  her  credit,  60  in  musical  theatre  form. 

Her  most  recent  work  is  a  warm  and 
joyful  collection  of  children’s  songs  just 
right  for  vacation  Bible  schools.  Those 
songs  are  available  in  a  collection  of  six 
tapes  dealing  with  the  stories  of  Genesis 
1  though  Exodus  25— “The  Wonderful 
Story  of  Old.” 

Mrs.  Sleeth  got  involved  in  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  project  when  one  of  her  publishers 
called  and  asked  if  she  would  be  willing 
to  collaborate  with  Marvin  Payne,  an 
artist  with  experience  in  musical  the¬ 
atre. 

Mr.  Payne  envisioned  three  children 
and  a  talking  dog  meeting  in  a  tree 
house,  smelling  something  old  and  find¬ 
ing  an  Old  Testament  lying  in  a  corner. 

He  wrote  the  dialogue.  Mrs.  Sleeth 
wrote  the  music  and  lyrics.  The  whole 
package  is  presented  in  a  plastic  binder 
attributed  to  “The  Scripture  Scouts.” 

New  hymnal  includes  2  works 

Mrs.  Sleeth  is  best  known  in  United 


Methodist  circles  as  a  composer  of  an¬ 
thems  for  choirs. 

Two  have  been  shortened  into  hymns 
for  the  new  United  Methodist  Hymnal: 
"Go  Now  in  Peace”  and  “In  the  Bulb 
There  is  a  Flower.” 

As  United  Methodists  mulled  over  the 
problem  of  what  to  include  in  the  new 
hymnal,  her  opinion  was  sought,  and  oc¬ 
casionally  she  received  a  sheaf  of  photo¬ 
copied  sheet  music  in  the  mail. 

People  have  been  interested  in  hearing 
about  the  creative  process  that  goes  into 
composing  music,  and  she  used  to  give 
workshops. 

Recently,  however,  she’s  had  to  cancel 
engagements  because  of  health  prob¬ 
lems,  and  so  she  now  turns  down  long- 
range  commitments. 

She  is  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Ronald  E. 
Sleeth,  former  professor  of  homiletics  at 
United  Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver.  He  died  of  cancer 
three  years  ago. 

Muse  leads  to  Presbyterians 

Although  she  was  once  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  she  is  now  a  Presbyterian.  She  was 
led  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  one 
might  say,  by  her  muse. 

When  she  and  her  husband  arrived  in 
Denver  in  1980,  they  had  no  furniture,  a 


UMs  can  learn  ‘a  lot  of  lessons’ 
from  Puerto  Rican  congregations 


realtor  having  persuaded  them  that  their 
condo  in  Evanston,  ill.,  would  sell  faster 
if  potential  buyers  saw  it  furnished. 

A  friend  at  Denver’s  Wellshire  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  offered  the  use  of  a  piano 
to  Mrs.  Sleeth,  who  grew  up  a  Congrega- 
tionalist.  So  she  began  spending  weekday 
mornings  with  the  Presbyterians. 

Eventually  she  joined,  and  her  United 
Methodist  husband  affiliated  with  Wash¬ 
ington  Park  United  Methodist  Church. 
On  Sunday  mornings  they  sometimes  at¬ 
tended  both. 

Mrs.  Sleeth  began  writing  music  at 
midlife  after  auditing  a  course  on  ar¬ 
ranging  compositions  at  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University. 

Compositions  begin  with  lyrics 

She  said  she  almost  always  starts  with 
writing  the  words,  simple  words  based 
on  Scriptures,  events  in  her  life  or  some¬ 
thing  she’s  read. 

The  lyrics  to  “Psalm,”  for  example: 

“I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes, 

Lift  mine  eyes  to  the  hills, 

To  the  mountains  whence  cometh 
my  help, 

To  the  mountains  and  hills 
Far  away  . . . 

I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes . . . 

Lift  my  heart  and  my  voice, 

I 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico— United 
Methodists  in  the  50  United  States  “can 
take  a  lot  of  lessons  from  Puerto  Rican 
United  Methodist  churches.” 

That  was  the  recent  observation  of  the 
Rev.  Keith  A.  Muhleman,  head  of  mis¬ 
sion  education  and  cultivation  at  the 
United  Methodist  mission  board. 

“In  all  the  United  Methodist  churches 
we  visited  in  Puerto  Rico,  the  pastoral 
leadership  came  from  the  laity,”  Dr. 
Muhleman  said.  “The  laity  do  the  calling, 
inviting  the  people  into  the  community 
of  faith,  not  just  the  pastor.” 

Dr.  Muhleman  and  29  other  staff  mem¬ 
bers  from  the  church’s  mission  and  com¬ 
munications  agencies  made  a  special 
trip  last  month  to  congregations  in  the 
Puerto  Rico  Annual  Conference. 

The  annual  conference  on  the  Caribbe¬ 
an  island,  a  U.S.  commonwealth,  is  one 
area  for  priority  giving  to  the  Advance 
for  Christ  and  His  Church.  That’s  the 
United  Methodist  program  of  partner¬ 
ship  in  mission. 

Workers  from  the  two  denominational 
agencies  promote  the  2,000-plus  mission 
projects  of  the  Advance  both  in  the  U.S. 
and  overseas. 

Dr.  Muhleman  told  the  group  that  oth¬ 
er  common  activities  among  Puerto 
Rico  United  Methodist  congregations  are 
prayer  meetings,  Bible  study,  covenant 
groups,  and  evangelical  preaching. 

One  example  of  a  Puerto  Rican  con¬ 
gregation  emphasizing  these  activities  is 
the  250-member  Iglesia  Metodista  Unida 
Monte  Olivar  (Mount  Olive  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church).  It’s  one  of  the  fastest- 
growing  congregations  in  the  conference. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Eduardo  Roque, 
used  to  be  a  food-stamp  agent  in  the 
mountain  village  of  Sabana  Grande  near 
the  town  of  Utuado. 

He  was  church  lay  leader  for  nine 
years  before  entering  seminary  to  be¬ 
come  an  ordained  minister. 

Four  years  ago,  before  Mr.  Roque 
came  to  the  church,  there  were  barely 
enough  members  to  pay  even  a  student 
pastor’s  salary.  Now  the  church  can  pay 
its  pastor  and  has  raised  $22,635  for  the 
building  program.  The  funds  will  be  used 
for  a  new  outreach  center  for  older  adult 
and  youth  ministries. 

A  typical  day  for  Mr.  Roque  begins  at 
3  a.m.  with  a  daily  prayer  meeting  at  his 
house  for  people  on  their  way  to  work  in 
the  coffee  fields.  After  the  hourlong 


Eleven  Advance  Special  projects  are  located  at  nine  sites  in  the  Puerto 
Rico  Annual  Conference.  The  most  urgent  needs  for  designated  second-mile 
gifts  are  for  salary  support,  health  clinics,  church  construction,  camping 
ministries,  child-care  centers,  theological  education  and  congregational  de¬ 
velopment.  The  conference  has  70  congregations.  Total  membership  is  at 
least  10,000.  The  annual  conference  is  a  part  of  the  Philadelphia  Area,  su¬ 
pervised  by  Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison.  The  conference  has  a  single  district. 


meeting,  he  returns  to  bed  and  awakens 
again  at  6:30  a.m. 

Then  he  drives  the  church  van  and 
picks  up  volunteers  who  work  in  Mount 
Olive  church’s  outreach  ministries,  like 
the  ministry  with  older  adults  otherwise 
confined  to  their  homes  (see  related  sto¬ 
ry  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Roque  prepares 
his  sermons.  He  may  spend  the  rest  of 
the  day  developing  new  programs  with 
the  members,  praying  with  people  at  the 
town  square  or  just  preaching  to  anyone 
who  will  listen. 

“I  preach  about  three  or  four  times  a 
week,"  he  said.  "Hey,  this  is  Puerto  Rico, 
not  the  U.S.  I  preach  in  the  hospital,  in 


the  street— everywhere!" 

Mr.  Roque  said  that  in  his  congregation 
"everybody  works,  just  like  the  pastor.” 
He  explained,  “That  brings  vitality  to  the 
church.  If  this  is  the  community  of  faith, 
that  means  all  the  church  must  work.” 

Myriam  Roque,  wife  of  the  pastor,  is  a 
registered  nurse  for  one  of  the  local  clin¬ 
ics.  As  a  volunteer  she  works  in  the 
church’s  older-adult  outreach  program. 
She’s  also  writing  health-care  guidelines  in 
Spanish  for  the  denomination’s  health  and 
welfare  department  based  in  New  York. 

The  Roque  children,  14-year-old  twin 
boys,  Esli  and  Ezri,  and  5-year-old, 
Eduardo  Jr.,  are  active  with  the  youth 
and  Sunday  school. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

UTUADO,  Puerto  Rico— The  Rev.  Eduardo  Roque,  pastor  of  the  Mount 
Olive  United  Methodist  Church  in  Utuado,  Puerto  Rico,  greets  the  Rev. 
Conrado  G.  Soltero  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Members  of 
the  mission  and  communications  agencies  visited  United  Methodist 
churches  on  the  Caribbean  island  that  receive  money  from  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church. 


Don’t  expect  thanks  for  gifts ,  missions  man  says 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico— Don’t  ex¬ 
pect  many  thanks. 

That  was  the  message  recently  to  30 
staff  executives  of  two  UM  agencies— 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  United  Methodist  Communications. 

“Our  challenge  is  to  dispel  the  myth 
that  there  will  be  a  great  outpouring  of 
thanks  from  these  mission  projects  to 
the  self-sustaining  church  that  gave 
money  on  their  behalf,”  said  the  Rev. 
Abraham  R.  Carey  of  the  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  board. 


United  Methodists  living  in  the  conti¬ 
nental  United  States  shouldn’t  support 
mission  projects  just  to  receive  a  thank 
you  from  a  project  director  and/or  pas¬ 
tor  in  Puerto  Rico,  Mr.  Carey  continued. 
United  Methodist  churches  should  just 
feel  good  about  giving. 

"Our  challenge  is  to  make  people  feel 
good  about  mission,”  he  said.  "It  is  true; 
you  will  receive  it  back  overflowing.” 

Mr.  Carey  explains  national  mission 
programs  for  the  Global  Ministries 
board.  That  includes  all  churches  and 
Advance  Special  projects  in  the  Puerto 


Rico  Annual  Conference. 

He  was  addressing  the  visitors  from 
the  two  UM  agencies  last  month.  They 
were  on  the  island  Jan.  13-20  to  get  a 
firsthand  view  of  at  least  40  of  the  Puer¬ 
to  Rico  Annual  Conference’s  70  United 
Methodist  churches  and  mission  projects. 

Based  on  their  firsthand  information, 
these  workers  will  be  expected  to  pro¬ 
mote  Puerto  Rican  projects  from  their 
offices  in  Nashville,  New  York  and  the 
church’s  five  geographical  regions  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Carey  reminded  the  group  that 


support  for  ethnic  language  annual  con¬ 
ferences  like  the  one  in  Puerto  Rico,  a 
U.S.  commonwealth,  doesn't  mean  mak¬ 
ing  them  exactly  like  most  churches  in 
the  United  States.  For  example,  Puerto 
Rican  United  Methodist  churches  use 
Spanish  as  their  primary  language. 

“The  ethnic  language  churches  are  proud 
of  their  heritage,"  said  Mr.  Carey.  “But  do 
they  have  to  suffer  because  of  that?  We 
should  just  want  to  see  a  church  become 
self-supporting  because  God  is  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  that  church.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Killer  asks  UM  minister  if  God  forgives  ‘big  sins’ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

In  his  final  hours  last  week  at  a  Flori¬ 
da  penitentiary,  convicted  murderer 
Theodore  Bundy  asked  a  minister  of  a 
United  Methodist  congregation  “if  God 


forgives  big  sins  as  well  as  little  sins.” 

“With  most  death-row  inmates,  the  visits 
are  pretty  general,”  said  the  Rev.  Fre¬ 
deric  S.  Lawrence,  pastor  of  Southwest 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Gainesville, 
Fla.  "But  with  Bundy,  our  conversation 


CLASS 

IFIED 

NEEDED:  CHOIR  DIRECTOR,  NEEDED:  Organ¬ 

ist  to  work  with  chancel  and  handbell  choirs,  in¬ 
cluding  Thursday  night  rehearsal  and  Sunday 
morning  services.  If  interested,  please  contact:  St. 
James  United  Methodist  Church  at  (904)  328-1461 
or  write  to:  400  Reid  Street,  Palatka,  FL  32077. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  Di¬ 
rector  for  2700-member  church  with  large  youth 
program.  Training  and  experience  desirable.  Other 
skills  (music  or  singles  ministry)  optional.  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  to:  Dr  Ben  R.  Chamness, 
1799  Woodland  Hills,  Kingwood,  TX  77339. 

WESLEYAN  HERITAGE  STUDY/TOUR,  Great 

Britain,  March  31-  April  15.  Over  20  cities  and 
towns.  C.E.U.  credit.  $1730.  from  Dallas.  Atlanta 
and  Chicago.  Texas  Wesleyan  U.,  Box  50010,  Fort 
Worth,  TX  76105-0010.  (817)  534-0251. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT  for  comprehensive 

music  program  Church  of  1900  members.  Job  de¬ 
scription  available  Send  resume  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  FUMC,  805  E  Denman  Avenue,  Lufkin,  TX  75901 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRIES  in 

large,  downtown  church  with  established,  growing 
ministry  with  children  and  families.  Send  resume 
to  Reverend  Bob  Bushong.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  142  East  Jackson  Street,  Orlando,  FL  32801 

TREASURER  EAST  OHIO  CONFERENCE  (office: 
Canton  area).  Position  oversees  funds  management, 
financial  administration  and  reporting,  benefits  ad¬ 
ministration  for  860  churches.  Required:  bachelor's 
degree  with  strength  in  accounting /finance,  service 
and  team  orientation,  communication  skills.  De¬ 
sired  CPA,  MBA,  computer  experience,  and  under¬ 
standing  of  UMC  structure.  EOE.  Send  resume  by 
2/28  to:  CFA  Personnel  Panel,  1649  Robinwood  Rd, 
Alliance,  OH  44601. 

TEXAS/LOUISIANA  AREA:  Charter  bus  1989 

Eagle.  Experienced  Methodist  man  looking  for 
senior  citizen  organization  wanting  to  travel.  Go 
anywhere,  anytime.  I'll  even  plan  your  trip.  Call 
(409)  883-4360  day  or  night. 

DALLAS/ FORT  WORTH  AREA.  Architectural/ 

interior  design,  construction,  remodeling,  landscap¬ 
ing,  building  repair /maintenance.  We  are  artistic 
knowledgeable,  experienced,  result  oriented  and 
have  pride  in  our  customers.  (214)  942-3622  j 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WITH  SPECIAL  talent/de¬ 
sire  to  reach  youth  with  Christ.  Need  organization¬ 
al  skills.  Prior  experience  working  with  youth  or 
related  college.  Counseling /artistic /recreational 
skills  helpful.  Part-time  position.  Write:  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  171,  Prince 
Frederick.  Maryland  20678. 

AFRICAN  INSTITUTE.  NOTRE  DAME'S  twenti¬ 
eth,  for  Christians  preparing  to  serve  in  Africa,  5- 
30  June  Information:  Peter  Walshe,  Department 
of  Government,  University  of  Notre  Dame,  Notre 
Dame,  IN  46556.  Phone:  (219)  232-0743  or  239-7312. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for 
2700-member  church  with  graded  choir  program. 
Requires  training  in  sacred  music  and  minimum 
of  three  years'  experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Dr.  Ben  R,  Chamness,  1799  Woodland 
Hills,  Kingwood,  TX  77339. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786 
(704)627-6067,627-9507. 

ASSISTANT  PROFESSOR  IN  BIBLICAL  Studies.  Al¬ 
bright  College  is  accepting  applicaUons  for  a  tenure 
track  position  to  begin  September  1,  1989.  A  PhD.  or 
its  equivalent  is  required  Letters  of  application,  vita, 
and  three  references  should  be  sent  Ur  Professor 
William  R.  Marlow,  Albright  College,  P.O.  Box  15234, 
Reading,  PA  19612-5234.  An  EOE/AA  employer 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church.  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a 
trained  professional  Outstanding  persons  available 
Free  service  Church  Musicians'  National  Referral 
Service,  Dept  18,  Box  36.  Huntington,  WV  257060036 

was  all  about  spiritual  matters.” 

Mr.  Lawrence  said  he  administered 
the  Lord’s  Supper  to  Mr.  Bundy  shortly 
before  he  was  executed. 

Mr.  Lawrence  was  asked  by  prison  offi¬ 
cials  to  meet  with  Mr.  Bundy  on  the  eve¬ 
ning  of  Jan.  23  because  the  prisoner  had 
indicated  in  his  prison  records  that  he  was 
a  member  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Altnougn  no  particular  congregation 
was  named  on  Mr.  Bundy’s  records,  Mr. 
Lawrence  said  the  prisoner's  mother,  Lou¬ 
ise  Bundy,  is  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist,  Tacoma,  Wash. 

Mr.  Lawrence  was  contacted  by  prison 
officials  to  meet  with  Mr.  Bundy  based  on 
his  having  counseled  prisoners  for  20  years. 

“I  spend  most  of  my  time  visiting  peo¬ 
ple  who  do  not  have  any  visitors,  includ¬ 
ing  people  on  death-row,”  said  Mr. 
Lawrence.  "Many  years  ago  I  promised 
God  that  I’d  do  it,  and  I’ve  been  doing  it 
ever  since.” 


On  the  night  before  the  execution,  Mr. 
Lawrence  visited  with  Mr.  Bundy  in  his 
cell,  from  1  a.m.  until  5  a.m. 

Mr.  Lawrence  said  he  and  Mr.  Bundy 
talked  a  lot,  prayed,  read  Scriptures  and 
poetry,  and  had  communion.  He  also  was 
there  when  the  prisoner  called  his  moth¬ 
er  to  say  farewell. 

“He  didn’t  want  to  die,"  Mr.  Lawrence 
told  Religious  News  Service.  “But  he  knew 
he  had  to.  He  cried,  sure.  We  both  cried. 
You  have  to  cry  for  his  victims,  too.” 

Mr.  Lawrence  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  amount  of  time  that  he  spends  with 
death-row  prisoners  is  not  an  indication 
that  he’s  not  interested  in  other  prison¬ 


ers.  It’s  also  not  an  indication  that  he’s 
not  interested  in  ministering  to  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  victims. 

"I  give  equal  attention  to  those  that 
need  me,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Lawrence  said  that  the  140  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  congregation  encourage  his 
prison  ministry.  The  prison  is  about  47 
miles  from  the  church. 

Mr.  Bundy,  a  42-year-old  former  law 
school  student,  was  executed  for  the  1978 
kidnapping  and  murder  of  a  Lake  City, 
Fla.,  girl  and  two  women  in  Tallahassee. 
Three  days  before  the  execution,  he  was 
reported  to  have  confessed  to  20  murders 
in  western  states. 


Discipleship  board  leader 
to  seek  new  agency  image 
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By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Breaking  down  a  “we  vs.  they"  atti¬ 
tude  between  the  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  and  local  United  Methodist 
congregations  tops  the  agency  presi¬ 
dent’s  list  of  goals  for  1989-92. 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois  Area) 
said  he  wants  to  help  the  Nashville-based 
agency  "be  perceived  by  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  local  churches  as  ‘their’  board." 

"I  would  like  to  see  Discipleship  im¬ 
plement  programs  that  local  churches 
deem  are  important  to  them,”  he  said. 

Bishop  White  said  he  would  also  like  to 
see  the  Discipleship  board  emphasize: 

•  New  ways  to  minister  to  “baby 


To  sing  praise  and  rejoice 
Alway.” 

Then  she  goes  to  the  Steinway  grand 
piano  with  its  view  of  the  Colorado  Rock¬ 
ies  through  the  glass  patio  door  of  her 
airy  penthouse  apartment  near  Iliff. 
Working  from  9-11  a.m.  most  weekdays, 
she  fits  music  to  lyrics. 

She  said  she  doesn’t  listen  to  music  re- 
creationally  but  occasionally  a  jingle  on 
the  car  radio  does  capture  her  attention, 
and  she  might  try  out  her  words  on  the 
rhythm. 

When  she’s  done  with  a  piece,  she  said 
she  waits  awhile.  She  might  wait  one  or 
two  weeks  before  sending  it  off  to  a  pub¬ 
lisher. 

When  she  finds  nothing  more  to  tinker 
with,  it’s  done,  and  she  lets  go. 

Letting  go  is  an  important  step,  she 
said,  because  she  has  no  control  over 
how  a  composition  will  be  interpreted 
when  she  hears  it  performed,  and  some¬ 
times  that  can  be  painful. 

Besides  music,  she  has  published  a 
small  book  entitled  “Ajdventures  for  the 
Soul.” 

It  was  her  late  husband’s  idea  and  con¬ 
sists  of  the  stories  behind  35  poems  that 
she  has  written  and  set  to  music. 

It's  a  small  book,  118  pages  of  text,  is¬ 
sued  in  1987  by  Hope  Publishing  Co. 

Bishops  call 
for  peace 
in  Nicaragua 

By  GLEN  LARUM^ 
Associate  Editor 

MANAGUA,  Nicaragua— Thirty-two 
Methodist  and  United  Methodist  bishops 
from  17  countries  toured  war-weary  Nic¬ 
aragua  last  week,  then  called  on  govern¬ 
ments  within  the  Western  Hemisphere 
“to  be  peacemakers  and  not  peace- 
breakers.” 

The  bishops,  including  16  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  were  in  Nicaragua  for  an  “Epis¬ 
copal  Encounter:  Mission  for  Peace,” 
initiated  last  spring  by  Methodist  bishops 
in  Latin  America. 

In  an  official  statement  released  at 
week's  end — "A  Declaration  of  Peace 
and  Solidarity”— the  church  leaders  de¬ 
clared,  “We  have  seen  the  folly  of  war 
and  the  devastation  it  produces.” 

"Total  debt  forgiveness  [owed  to  for¬ 
eign  banks]  must  also  be  an  option  merit¬ 
ing  serious  consideration  by  all  parties,” 
the  bishops  said.  “Much  of  this  debt  has 
been  imposed  on  the  people  without  their 
consent.” 

Bishops  talked  with  government  lead¬ 
ers,  including  Nicaraguan  President  Dan¬ 
iel  Ortega;  opposition  political  leaders, 
U.S.  embassy  officials,  local  business  peo¬ 
ple,  economists  and  religious  leaders. 

Some  bishops  also  toured  Nicaragua’s 
hurricane-devastated  Atlantic  coast  and 
visited  prisons,  neighborhoods,  coopera¬ 
tive  farms  and  government  projects. 

During  a  90-minute  visit,  President 
Ortega  asked  the  bishops  to  help  bring  “a 
peace  with  dignity”  to  the  region.” 

He  said  his  people's  religious  faith  had 
been  "a  decisive  element”  in  their  ability  to 
survive  the  U.S.-supported  rebel  (contra) 
war,  which  he  described  as  the  most  violent 
eight-year  period  in  Nicaragua’s  history. 

Nicaraguans  could  not  have  kept  up 
their  resistance  without  that  moral  and 
spiritual  focus,  he  said. 

Mr.  Ortega  said  last  week's  "Encounter’’ 
could  help  lay  new  foundations  for  normal¬ 
izing  U.S.-Nicaragua  relations,  an  action  he 
said  is  vital  to  peace  in  the  region. 

Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  (San  Francisco 
Area),  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops,  said  the  U.S.  bishops 
would  request  a  meeting  with  President 
George  Bush. 

Mr.  Ortega  and  members  of  the  Sandi- 
nista  (ruling-party)  directorate  were  not  the 
only  ones  who  called  for  a  revision  in  U.S. 
policies  toward  Nicaragua. 

"La  Prensa"  daily  newspaper  publisher 
Jaime  Chamarro,  an  intractable  political 
foe  of  his  nation’s  Sandinista  government 
said  the  rebel  (contra)  army  is  no  longer  vi¬ 
able  and  described  the  U.S.  trade  embargo 
against  Nicaragua  as  “a  mistake.” 

He  told  the  Reporter  the  Sandinistas 
have  been  able  to  blame  the  country’s  eco¬ 
nomic  woes  on  the  war  and  the  embargo. 
He  claims,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  version  of  socialism  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  economic  problems. 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois  Area) 
said  he  believes  the  visit’s  greatest  impact 
will  be  felt  in  Central  America. 

“I  think  our  visit  will  mean  a  great  deal 
to  them,"  he  said.  “It  tells  Christians  in 
Central  America,  ‘We  care  about  you.’  ” 

Mr.  Larum  will  continue  his  reports  on 
the  bishops'  " peace  mission”  to  Nicara¬ 
gua  in  subsequent  issues  of  the  Reporter. 


boomers,”  who  Bishop  White  said  "are 
unlike  any  generation  before  them.” 

•  The  importance  of  preaching  as  min¬ 
istry  by  training  pastors  through  the 
newly  formed  Academy  for  Preaching. 

•Spiritual  formation  and  congrega¬ 
tional  life. 

•Developing  curriculum  resources  that 
will  model  “invitational"  teaching— that 
is,  teaching  that  leads  to  an  invitation  to 
come  to  "new  life”  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  102  elected  directors  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  are  to  meet  Feb.  22-26  in 
Nashville.  Programming  for  the  coming 
four  years  will  make  up  the  majority  of 
the  board’s  work. 


New  hymnals 
could  be  out 
by  midsummer 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE-The  new  United 
Methodist  Hymnal  is  coming  sooner 
than  expected,  maybe  by  midsummer. 

That’s  the  word  from  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

More  than  400,000  hymnals  have 
been  ordered  by  individuals  and  local 
churches,  with  bulk  orders  coming  in 
daily,  said  Bill  Gnegy,  marketing 
manager  for  Cokesbury,  the  publish¬ 
ing  house’s  retail  arm. 

The  first  press  run  should  be  more 
than  a  million  copies,  he  added. 

Hymnbooks  are  scheduled  to  go  to 
press  in  April,  with  possible  delivery 
dates  in  mid-to-late  summer. 
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UMCOR  gets  on-site  look  at  relief  projects 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— In  an  effort  to  improve 
their  knowledge  of  relief,  rehabilitation 
and  refugee  ministries,  directors  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
visited  projects  in  Mexico  as  part  of 
their  midwinter  meeting. 

Directors  also  voted  at  the  Jan.  18-22 
meeting  to  provide  additional  moneys  for 
relief  needs  in  Bangladesh  and  Nicaragua. 

The  committee  is  a  part  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

At  the  beginning  of  each  four-year 
planning  term  in  the  church,  a  meeting 
outside  the  United  States  is  set  up  for 
elected  relief  committee  directors,  said 
Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  the  panel’s  chief 
executive.  The  previous  two  meetings 
have  been  in  Haiti. 

Dr.  Kehrberg  said  the  meetings  allow 
directors  to  become  better  acquainted 
and  "give  them  an  opportunity  to  see 
firsthand  ...  the  kinds  of  situations  in 
which  they  will  be  making  decisions  over 
the  next  four  years.” 

In  Mexico,  the  directors,  accompanied 
by  relief  committee  staff  members, 
were  split  into  three  groups. 

Majorie  Thompson  of  Albert  Lea, 
Minn  a  formpr  mi««innarv  to  Bolivia 


“You  carry  away  that  kind  of  a  lasting  memory.  It 
was  a  very  worthwhile  experience.” 

— Majorie  Thompson 


and  first-time  director,  was  with  the 
group  that  visited  a  Guatemalan  refugee 
camp  in  Campachee. 

She  said  the  group  was  told  that  many 
of  the  refugees  fled  Guatemala  in  1981 
and  were  moved  by  the  Mexican  govern¬ 
ment  into  the  camp  several  years  ago. 

Relief  committee  directors  observed 
the  camp’s  sewing  cooperative  and  mar¬ 
ket  and  learned  from  a  representative  of 
the  U.N.  High  Commission  on  Refugees 
of  efforts  to  make  people  of  the  camp 
self-sufficient. 

Because  she  speaks  Spanish,  Ms. 
Thompson  said  she  was  able  to  commu¬ 
nicate  with  the  people  there. 

As  the  group  left  the  camp,  Ms. 
Thompson  said,  a  young  woman  she  had 
talked  with  put  her  crippled  hand  to  the 
bus  window  to  say  goodbye. 

“You  carry  away  that  kind  of  a  lasting 


memory,”  she  said.  “It  was  a  very 
worthwhile  experience.” 

Harry  Long,  a  director  from  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  was  part  of  a  group  that  visited 
Habitat  for  Humanity  projects  in  Indian 
communities  near  Ixmilquilpan. 

He  said  he  was  impressed  with  “the  In¬ 
dians  themselves  (and)  the  people  who 
were  working  with  them”  as  well  as  with 
the  spirit  of  hope  and  the  hospitality 
shown  toward  the  group. 

He  said  the  Habitat  and  Heifer  proj¬ 
ects  are  among  "the  most  meaningful 
kind  of  ministries  the  church  is  trying  to 
support”  and  that  they  push  him  “to  be 
more  of  an  advocate,  not  only  for  UM- 
COR  and  Global  Ministries,  but  for  those 
communities.” 

A  Native  American,  Mr.  Long  re¬ 
turned  home  with  a  dream  of  taking  a 
group  of  young  Native  Americans  for  a 


weeklong  work  camp  in  the  Mexican  In¬ 
dian  communities.  He  said  he  “related  to 
those  villagers,  more  from  a  tribal  kind 
of  feeling.” 

The  third  group  visited  a  shoe  coopera¬ 
tive  operated  through  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico  and  projects  supported 
by  the  UM  relief  committee  to  rebuild 
housing  destroyed  by  the  1985  earthquake. 

The  group  also  stopped  at  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul  in  Tlaln- 
pantla. 

The  winter  meeting  concluded  with  a  ' 
daylong  seminar  for  all  directors  in  Mex¬ 
ico  City,  which  included  the  topics  of  the 
role  of  Protestant  churches  in  Mexico, 
social  and  economic  issues  and  the  refu¬ 
gee  situation. 

“Leaders  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Mexico  put  on  a  tremendous  seminar  for 
the  directors,”  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 

Directors  approved  an  additional 
$100,000  grant  to  provide  emergency  re¬ 
lief  and  begin  long-term  recovery  efforts 
from  the  1988  flood  in  Bangladesh. 

A  $20,000  grant  was  approved  for  food 
relief,  seeding  or  reseeding  of  crops  and 
housing  reconstruction  in  Nicaragua. 
Sections  of  that  country  were  severely 
damaged  Oct.  21  by  Hurricane  Joan. 


Puerto  Rico  UMs  provide  day  care  for  elderly 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 
UTUADO,  Puerto  Rico — Your  image  of 
Puerto  Rico  may  be  of  sun-worshipers  on 
crowded  beaches  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

In  a  village  near  Utuado,  however,  visi¬ 
tors  to  the  Caribbean  island  might  find  a 
crowd  of  a  different  kind.  And  it  isn’t  on  a 
beach.  It’s  at  a  United  Methodist  church 
perched  high  on  a  mountain  above  coffee 


fields  and  a  tropical  rain  forest. 

Every  weekday  morning,  at  least  20 
members  gather  along  a  hilly  dirt  road 
by  the  door  of  the  Iglesia  Metodista  Un- 
ida  Monte  Olivar  (Mount  Olive  United 
Methodist  Church.)  They  are  volunteers 
for  Mount  Olive’s  older  adult  ministry. 

The  program  is  funded  through  gifts 
from  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church,  the  United  Methodist  program  of 


Partnership 
in  Missions 
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No  gift  too  small 

designated,  second-mile  giving. 

The  older  adult  ministry  serves  127  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  Barrio  (village)  Sabana 
Grande,  about  60  miles  west  of  the  U.S.  is¬ 
land  commonwealth’s  capital  of  San  Juan. 

The  volunteers— mostly  women  who  be¬ 
long  to  the  Mount  Olive  congregation— 
bring  medicine  to  the  senior  citizens  as 
needed.  They  also  coordinate  visits  to 
medical  and  government  facilities  in 
Utuado  and  provide  transportation 
through  the  winding  mountains. 

“Unlike  in  the  United  States,  Puerto 
Rico  has  no  nursing  homes  for  our  elder¬ 
ly,”  said  the  Rev.  Myriam  Visot,  district 
superintendent  for  the  entire  Puerto  Rico 
Annual  Conference.  “So  a  goal  of  the  Puer¬ 
to  Rican  United  Methodist  churches  is  to 
build  day-care  centers  for  our  elderly.  ” 

During  a  recent  visit  to  the  Mount  Olive 
church  by  staff  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Eduardo  Roque,  was  giving  thanks  for  the 
record  number  of  people— 20  in  all— who 
had  joined  the  250-member  congregation 
the  day  before. 


Mr.  Roque  said  these  new  members 
have  a  strong  commitment  to  Mount  Ol¬ 
ive’s  outreach  ministries.  That’s  because 
Mount  Olive  is  the  only  church  providing 
such  services  for  the  13,000  residents  of 
Sabana  Grande. 

“God  is  good  to  us,”  he  said.  “We  are 
getting  more  families,  and  God  is  working 
in  all  phases  of  the  church.  But  we  need 
help  in  getting  a  new  building  to  support 
our  ministry  and  programs.” 

Mr.  Roque  said  that  a  church  communi¬ 
ty  center  is  especially  important  for  the 
older  adults  since  most  of  them  have  no 
place  to  go  during  the  day.  Volunteers 
would  pick  them  up  in  church  vans  and 
bring  them  to  the  center  regularly. 

“Our  dream  for  the  next  five  to  six 
years  is  to  make  a  place  for  older  people,” 
said  Mr.  Roque.  “We  want  to  do  special 
ministries  for  the  community,  like  medi¬ 
cal  service  and  recreational  programs. 
And  in  the  spiritual  area,  we  want  to  share 
the  Gospel  with  the  nearly  35,000  residents 
of  Utuado  so  we  can  have  new  members, 
new  United  Methodists. 

“We  want  to  train  the  leadership  of  the 
church.  We  want  to  be  servants  of  Jesus 
Christ!” 

Gifts  to  the  “Monte  Olivar  Outreach 
Ministry,  Utuado"  can  be  made  via  the 
conference  treasurer  and  designated  for 
Advance  No.  352567-6. 
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UTUADO,  Puerto  Rico— At  least  20  members  of  the  Mount  Olive  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  village  of  Sabana  Grande  climb  up  this  hill  daily 
and  prepare  for  the  church’s  outreach  ministry  with  older  adults.  This  pro¬ 
gram  is  funded  through  local  church  gifts  from  the  Advance. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Elected  directors  of  the 
National  Program  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board  are  casting  mail 
ballots  on  a  plan  for  monitoring  expenses. 

The  move  is  the  latest  in  a  continued 
effort  to  control  financial  problems  at 
the  home  missions  agency.  Last  year  the 
division  reported  an  operating  deficit  of 
nearly  $2  million. 

The  Rev.  Brian  Fetterman,  National 
Division  chief  executive,  said  the  fiscal 
monitoring  plan  being  conceived  is  not 
“simply  a  capitulation  to  demands”  but 
an  effort  “to  put  our  financial  house  in 
order  because  we  know  that’s  the  right 
thing  to  do.” 


At  the  mission  board’s  annual  meeting 
in  October,  Women’s  Division  directors 
voted  to  make  their  1989  appropriation 
to  the  National  Division— more  than  $5 
million— contingent  upon  the  adoption  of 
several  policies  of  financial  constraint. 

The  Women’s  Division’s  action  result¬ 
ed  from  concern  about  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion’s  increasing  deficits  and  liquidation 
of  reserves  over  the  past  few  years. 

Final  figures  from  1988  have  not  been 
compiled,  but  Mr.  Fetterman  acknowl¬ 
edges  that  expenses  probably  again  ex¬ 
ceeded  income. 

“Despite  all  the  efforts  we  made,  the 
damage  had  already  been  done  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year.” 


Vote  taken  on  fiscal  control  plan 
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Episcopalians  elect  woman  bishop 

BOSTON— The  Rev.  Barbara  Harris’  election  as  bishop  takes  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  across  a  “threshhold”  that 
United  Methodists  crossed  in  1980  by  electing  their  first  woman  bish¬ 
op.  Ms.  Harris  says,  however,  that  while  she  is  glad  for  whatever  posi¬ 
tive  effects  her  election  would  have  for  other  women,  she  doesn’t 
intend  to  be  an  “Episcopal  gadfly’’  campaigning  for  women’s  causes. 


New  mission  training  center 
to  travel  ‘two-way9  street 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

ATLANTA— The  days  are  over  when 
missionary  work  can  be  viewed  as  a  one¬ 
way  street  from  developed  to  underde¬ 
veloped  countries,  according  to  scholars 
affiliated  with  the  new  United  Methodist 
missionary  training  center. 

They  say  that  two-way  perspective 
promises  to  be  an  underlying  dynamic  of 
the  new  center  to  be  operated  jointly  by 
the  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University  and  the  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Theological  Center. 

The  recommendation  to  establish  the 
missionary  training  center  at  Candler 
and  Interdenominational  is  expected  to 
be  approved  at  an  April  14-21  meeting  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s  mission 
agency,  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Jim  L.  Waits,  dean  of  Can¬ 
dler,  said  the  school  is  committed  to  a 
philosophy  of  mission  that  views 
churches  in  underdeveloped  countries 
not  as  recipients  but  as  partners  in  mis¬ 
sionary  work. 

“The  day  is  past  when  North  America 
could  think  of  itself  as  the  sending  agen¬ 
cy  for  mission,”  said  Dr.  Waits.  “The 
church  is  much  more  confident  than  that, 
so  that  we  can  learn  from  the  church 
throughout  the  world.” 

The  implication  of  that  philosophy  is 
already  making  itself  felt  as  Candler 
prepares  for  the  missionary  training 
task  that  apparently  lies  ahead. 

For  the  first  time  in  a  decade,  Candler 
has  hired  a  Christian  missions  specialist, 
and  he  is  from  overseas— the  Rev. 
Thomas  Thangaraj,  an  ordained  minister 
in  the  Church  of  South  India. 


Dr.  Thangaraj,  who  served  three  years 
as  a  pastor  in  India  and  taught  for  17 
years  there  at  Tamilmadu  Theological 
Seminary  before  coming  to  Candler,  said 
talk  of  "mission  fields”  should  really  be 
talk  about  partnership. 

“There  cannot  be  unilateral  decisions 
about  sending  missionaries,”  he  ob¬ 
served.  “The  receiving  church  must  de¬ 
cide  if  it  wants  them.” 

And  missionaries  will  be  sent  not  only 
from  West  to  East  and  North  to  South 
but  the  reverse,  Dr.  Thangaraj  said. 

Both  Dr.  Waits  and  Dr.  Thangaraj  em¬ 
phasized  the  need  for  critical  thinking  on 
the  part  of  missionaries  as  the  century 
enters  its  last  decade. 

“Good  will  is  not  enough,”  said  Dr. 
Thangaraj. 

Dr.  Waits  said,  “Institutional  bureau¬ 
cracies,  while  they  do  good,  are  often¬ 
times  negligent  about  the  more 
disciplined  theological  reflection.” 

He  said  the  mission  training  center 
should  give  The  United  Methodist  Church 
“the  first  kind  of  coherent,  sustained,  ac¬ 
ademically  sound  training  that  I  believe 
missionaries  will  have  had.” 

Historically  The  United  Methodist 
Church  trained  its  missionaries  at  an  ori¬ 
entation  center  in  Stony  Point,  N.Y. 
However,  that  center  closed  in  1974. 

Since  then  training  has  been  held  at  a 
variety  of  sites  around  the  country. 

At  the  new  Candler-Interdenomina¬ 
tional  training  facility,  prospective  mis¬ 
sionaries  will  also  undergo  more 
extensive  training— six  months  instead 
of  the  usual  six  weeks. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  plans 
to  enroll  75  students  for  each  six-month 
period. 


Where  are  the 
leaders  for  the 
Church  of  Tomorrow? 


In  your  United  Methodist  Seminaries  today! 


Boston  University  School  of  Theology 

Boston,  MA  /  (617)  353-3036 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
Emory  University 

Atlanta,  GA  /  (404)  727-6326 

School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 

Claremont,  CA  /  (714)  626-3521  ext  21-t 

Drew  University  Theological  School 

Madison,  NJ  /  ( 201 )  408-3257 

Duke  University  Divinity  School 

Durham,  NC  /  (919)  684-2603 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary 

Atlanta,  GA  /  (40-t )  527-7770 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 

Evanston,  1L  /  (312)  866-3906 

IlifT  School  of  Theology 

Denver,  CO  /  (303)  744-128’’ 

Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio 

Delaware,  OH  /  (800)  333-MTSO 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 

Dallas,  TX  /  (214)  692-2293 

Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology 

Kansas  City,  MO  /  (816)  483-9600 

United  Theological  Seminary 

Dayton,  OH  /  (513)  278-5817 

Wesley  Theological  Seminary 

Washington,  DC  /  (202)  885-8652 

For  further  information  contact: 

Division  of  Ordained  Ministry 
P.O.  Box  871 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
(615)  340-7388 

Board  of 
Higher  Education 
&  Ministry 

“A  Tradition  of  Excellence” 
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New  Upper  Room  ministry 
features  black  experience 
NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  black 
Christian  experience  will  be  explored 
through  a  new  pilot  project  from  United 
Methodism’s  Upper  Room  ministry. 

Beginning  this  spring,  a  group  of  black 
lay  and  clergypersons  will  take  on  “A 
Closer  Walk  with  God,”  a  yearlong  pro¬ 
gram  of  prayer,  study,  meditation,  read¬ 
ing  and  physical  discipline  molded  in  the 
black  American  Christian  tradition. 

The  program  is  offered  in  three-day 
sessions  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.— one  in 
April ;  the  second  in  August  and  the  last, 
in  December.  Between  50  and  75  people 
are  expected  to  take  part. 

Abortion  controversy  includes 
service  in  UMC  building  chapel 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)-Controversy 
about  abortion  that  annually  has  swirled 
around  the  United  Methodist  Building  on 
Capitol  Hill  moved  inside  Jan.  23. 

While  an  estimated  65,000  people  pro¬ 
testing  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  1973  de¬ 
cision  giving  women  the  legal  right  to  an 
abortion  marched  to  the  court,  two  dozen 
adults  and  some  children  gathered  in 
Simpson  Chapel  across  the  street. 

They  took  part  in  "A  Service  of  Wor¬ 
ship  to  Confess  and  Covenant  for  Life” 
sponsored  by  a  “Task  Force  of  United 
Methodists  on  Abortion  and  Sexuality.” 

Federal  housing  projects 
draw  religious  scrutiny 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— More  than 
100  advocates  from  the  religious  com¬ 
munity  began  1989  by  looking  at  propos¬ 
als  for  low-income  housing  under 
consideration  by  the  new  101st  Congress 
and  by  reviewing  the  status  of  existing 
federal  housing  projects. 

But  even  as  a  new  Congress  met  and 
officials  of  the  new  administration  take 
office,  the  country  is  just  beginning  to 
see  the  impact  of  the  Reagan  adminis¬ 
tration  housing  cuts,  said  national  hous¬ 
ing  and  public  policy  consultant  Cushing 
Dolbeare  in  an  opening  address  for  a  na¬ 
tional  working  conference  held  at  Mount 


church  today 


Vernon  Place  United  Methodist  Church 
earlier  this  month. 

The  conference,  with  the  theme, 
“Raising  the  Roof,”  was  a  project  of  the 
Washington-based  Interreligious  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Housing,  and  was  co-sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

Publishing  House  arranges 
diverse  clergy  discounts 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  has  institut¬ 
ed  a  service  to  provide  discounts  on  trav¬ 
el,  dining  and  recreation  to  ordained 
ministers  of  several  mainline  Christian 
denominations. 

The  Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck,  a  publishing 
house  staff  mertiber  who  developed  the 
Christian  Clergy  Association,  said  Jan. 
18  that  active  or  retired  clergypersons 
may  pay  a  yearly  fee  of  $25  to  receive 
discounts  of  5  percent  or  more  on  costs 
of  air  travel,  lodging,  car  rental,  amuse¬ 
ment  parks  and  restaurants. 

The  services  of  other  companies  may 
be  included  later,  he  added. 

$350,000  grant  to  aid 
ministry-standards  project 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-Recruiting 
top-flight  candidates  for  ordained  minis¬ 
try  will  be  the  goal  of  pilot  projects  and 
research  by  two  United  Methodist  bodies 
which  set  standards  for  and  oversee  edu¬ 
cation  of  clergypersons,  thanks  to  a 
$350,000  grant. 

The  Association  of  United  Methodist 
Theological  Schools  and  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  are 
among  10  religious  organizations  nation¬ 
ally  that  recently  received  grants  from 
Lilly  Endowment  Inc.,  a  philanthropic 
agency  based  in  Indianapolis. 

Internship  project 
enters  12th  year 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— A  close-up 
look  at  the  Bush  administration  is  in 
store  for  16  United  Methodist  ethnic  mi¬ 


nority  youth  next  summer. 

The  youths  will  work  June  12-Aug.  4  in 
congressional  offices,  other  governmen¬ 
tal  agencies,  and  social  action  agencies 
in  Washington. 

By  the  end  of  the  summer,  they  will 
have  learned  how  public  policy  is  formu¬ 
lated,  according  to  Manuel  C.  Espartero, 
who  directs  the  program  for  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  internship  project  is  in  its  12th 
year.  The  board  provides  round-trip 
transportation  to  Washington,  housing 
and  $960  for  living  expenses.  Youths  and 
young  adults,  preferably  college  stu¬ 
dents,  are  eligible  to  take  part. 

‘New  World  Outlook*  cutback 
part  of  budget  reductions 

SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico— Only  six  is¬ 
sues  of  “New  World  Outlook,”  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  mission  magazine, 
will  be  published  in  1989,  said  officials  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
meeting  in  Puerto  Rico  last  month. 

The  decision  to  reduced  the  number  of 
issues  from  10  to  six  was  made  by  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  mission  board  last  fall,  in  or¬ 
der  to  cut  the  Mission  Education  and 
Cultivation  program  department  budget. 
The  department,  which  also  produces  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  magazine, 
faces  an  accumulated  $400,000  deficit. 

TV’s  ‘Mr.  Rogers’  tops  meeting 
on  UM-ministries  to  children 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  Fred 
Rogers,  star  of  the  “Mr.  Rogers’  Neigh¬ 
borhood”  television  show,  will  top  the 
list  of  featured  speakers  at  a  national 
conference  on  church  ministries  for  chil¬ 
dren  next  summer. 

‘‘Focus  ’89,”  sponsored  by  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  will  be  held  July  31-Aug.  4  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  to  give  adult  workers  with  children 
new  ideas  and  skills  for  programs,  out¬ 
reach  and  support  network  for  children. 

Registration  information  is  available 
from  Barbara  Garcia,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  37202-0840,  phone  (615)  340-7140. 
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Lent  and  Our 
Spiritual  Journey 


o 
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This  last  Wednesday  was  Ash  Wednesday,  the  beginning  of  Lent.  The  season 
includes  the  forty  days  plus  the  six  Sundays  before  Easter. 

Lent  is  a  time  for  us  to  pause  and  tend  to  our  spirit-life  in  a  more  intense 
way.  Just  as  Jesus  was  baptized  and  went  into  the  desert  for  forty  days  to 
wrestle  with  the  meaning  of  his  baptism  and  God’s  call  upon  his  life,  so  we 
walk  the  same  journey  during  Lent. 

The  desert  has  often  been  connected  with  the  spiritual  journey.  It  Was  in  the 
desert  that  God  and  Israel  covenanted.  The  prophets  often  went  into  the 
desert  for  probing  the  will  of  God  for  their  nation.  In  the  early  history  of  the 
church,  the  “Desert  Fathers”  were  those  who  combined  theological  doctrine, 
prayer,  and  a  lifestyle  of  simplicity  and  service. 

Even  today,  theologians  such  as  Henri  Nouwen  (The  Way  of  the  Heart: 
Desert  Spirituality  and  Contemporary  Ministry)  and  Carlo  Carretto (Letters 
from  the  Desert)  have  returned  to  the  desert  to  seek  God. 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  Lent  should  be  a  time  of  desert  wandering  for 
all  of  us,  a  season  for  “being  still”  and  seeking  God’s  will  and  direction  for  our 
lives.  Consider  four  ways  of  returning  to  the  desert: 

1.  Worship  each  week  during  Lent. 

2.  Set  aside  a  time  each  day  for  prayer  and  guided  Bible  reading. 

3.  Read,  in-depth,  a  good  book  on  prayer  and  the  spiritual  journey.  (Especially 
meaningful  to  me:  Encounters  with  Silence  by  Karl  Rahner;  To  Pray 
God’s  Will  by  Ben  Campbell  Johnson:  Contemplative  Prayer  by  Thomas 
Merton,  and  Why  O  Lord:  Psalms  and  Sermons  from  Namibia  by  Zephanie 
Kameeta.) 

4.  Keep  a  journal  during  Lent.  Write  your  thoughts  and  feelings  as  a  way  of 
being  open  and  authentic  before  God. 

Zepbania  Kameeta  rephases  Psalm  139.  He  concludes: 

Examine  me,  O  God  and  change  my  mind; 
test  me,  and  clean  my  thoughts. 

Start  the  revolution  in  my  life,  create  me  anew, 
and  guide  me  in  the  everlasting  way. 

This  is  the  purpose  of  Lent. 

P.S.  This  Sunday,  February  12,  is  the  birthday  of  Abraham  Lincoln  who 
said,  “Without  the  assistance  of  that  Divine  Being  who  ever  attended  him,  I 
cannot  succeed.  With  that  assistance,  I  cannot  fail.” 

Sunday,  February  12,  is  also  Boy  Scout  Sunday.  The  importance  of  the  scout 
movement  will  be  celebrated  in  many  of  our  churches  as  scouts  and  scout 
leaders  will  be  visibly  present  in  our  worship  services. 
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Jurisdictional  Work  Camp  Announced 

A  Jurisdiction-wide  Work  Camp  will  be  held  at  Mount  Sequoyah  the  week  following 
Easter  Sunday,  March  27  through  31.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  and  Dr.  James  J.  Cara¬ 
way.  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  from  the  Louisiana  Conference,  invite  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodists  to  participate  in  this  event.  Contact  Ambassador  is  Rev.  James  Poole 
of  Natchitoches.  To  become  a  part  of  this  event,  call  him  at  (318)  357-8296. 

Housing  will  be  free  and  meals  will  be  served  in  Galloway  Cafeteria  during  this 
week.  Projects  will  be  chosen  by  each  Conference  and  worked  on  throughout  the  day. 
Fellowship  and  fun  are  planned  for  each  night.  Each  group  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  lead  an  informal  worship. 

Mount  Sequoyah’s  staff  has  used  work  teams  and  volunteered  extensively  to  reju¬ 
venate  cottages,  landscape,  and  build  trails.  "These  groups  are  invaluable  to  this  Ju¬ 
risdictional  Center,”  said  Administrator,  Don  Waddell.  “They  also  have  a  lot  of  fun 
and  become  very  close  to  each  other;  there’s  a  job  to  suit  every  person,”  he  added. 
New  projects  include  painting,  sewing,  caulking,  roofing,  organizing,  and  gardening. 

Contact  your  Ambassador  for  further  information.  Individuals  and  churches  who 
cannot  participate  personally  may  be  a  part  of  your  Conference’s  project  by  contrib¬ 
uting  to  the  trip  and/or  sending  money  for  supplies. 


Criminal  Justice  Awareness  Important 


February  19-26,  1989  has  been  de¬ 
clared  Criminal  Justice  Awareness  Week 
by  The  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Interchurch  Conference. 

“The  purpose  of  this  week  is  to  encour¬ 
age  each  local  church  and  each  church 
member  in  Louisiana  to  become  aware 
that  crime  can  be  reduced,  that  victims 
can  be  helped,  that  together  we  can  elim¬ 
inate  the  poverty,  the  unemployment, 
the  use  of  drugs,  and  other  things  that 
cause  much  of  our  crime,”  said  former 
state  senator  Mike  O’Keefe,  Chairman  of 
the  LIC  Commission  on  Criminal  Justice. 
O’Keefe  also  stated  that  we,  as  a  state, 
need  to  increase  the  use  of  probation  and 
increase  the  number  on  parole  and  who 
receive  pardons,  especially  the  non-vio¬ 
lent  offenders.  In  doing  so,  we  might  re¬ 
duce  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
spent  on  the  criminal  justice  system  and 
have  more  money  for  education,  hospi¬ 
tals,  and  other  human  service  organiza¬ 
tions. 

The  Reverend  James  L.  Stovall,  Exec¬ 
utive  Director  of  LIC,  said  recently, 
“The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
has  worked  to  improve  prisons  and  the 


criminal  justice  system  for  its  beginning 
in  1970.”  Rev.  Stovall  said  that  Father 
Alex  Sigur  administered  a  program  of 
education  throughout  the  state  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  in  1974.  It  was  in  1978  that  the 
churches  of  Louisiana  donated  approxi¬ 
mately  a  half  million  dollars  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  chapel  at  Angola  to  serve 
as  a  witness  of  our  faith  that  the  lives  of 
those  who  offend  society  can  be  trans¬ 
formed  by  the  love  and  grace  of  God. 

The  Commission  on  Criminal  Justice 
strongly  believes  that  Louisiana’s  system 
needs  what  people  who  believe  in  God 
can  provide.  It  is  not  enough  to  just  hope 
for  a  better  future,  one  must  spread  con¬ 
cern,  compassion,  forgiveness,  renewal, 
and  rehabilitation. 

O’Keefe  said  that  if  the  goal  of  the 
justice  system  is  to  increase  the  size  of 
the  penal  system,  the  number  of  incar¬ 
cerations,  and  the  bitterness  of  the  in¬ 
mates  who  will  return  to  society  filled 
with  vengeance,  hatred,  and  dedication 
to  a  life  of  crime,  then  the  system  is  in¬ 
deed  working.  He  said  the  system  is  not 
producing  good  citizens,  decreasing 
.  crime,  or  making  communities  safer.  He 


-Persons  —  Churches  —  Events- 


Members  of  Palestine  UMC  in  Pine- 
ville  are  looking  forward  to  spring  and 
Easter,  along  with  new  beginnings.  The 
church's  children’s  choir  is  working  on 
three  new  anthems,  and  one  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  during  services  on  February  12. 
In  addition,  the  children  will  start  re¬ 
hearsals  very  soon  on  a  musical  called 
“Especially  for  Children.”  The  children 
will  sing  with  the  Chancel  Choir.  This  is 
to  be  their  spring  musical  before  the 
summer  bne'Sk’..  Rev.  Steven  D.  Bearden 
is  pastor. 

•  *  • 

Rev.  Ed  DeWeese,  pastor  at  Greens- 
burg/Wesley  Chapel,  announced  a  new 
Sunday  School  at  Wesley  Chapel  in  St. 
Helena  Parish.  Superintendent  is  Mrs. 
Hazel  Cornette.  The  Sunday  School  has 
three  classes,  one  for  children,  one  for 
youth,  and  one  for  adults. 

The  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  Clinton  celebrat¬ 
ed  its  Annual  Women’s  Day  honoring 
several  Christian  women  from  the  Clin¬ 
ton  community.  These  women  are  pic¬ 
tured  in  “Around  the  Conference."  The 
theme  for  the  program  was  “Today’s 
Christian  Women  Are  in  Action:  Seeking 
More  Knowledge  of  God."  The  speaker 
was  Rev.  Mattie  Taylor,  pastor  of 
Bethel-Istrouma  AMC  Church.  The  spon¬ 
sors  of  the  program  were  Mrs.  Brenda  T. 
Nero  and  Mrs.  Luegina  N.  Thomas.  Rev. 
W.  R.  Lafayette  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Live  Oak  UMC  is  looking  for  children 
who  are  interested  in  participating  in  the 
choir,  ages  K-6.  The  choir  will  be  prac¬ 
ticing  during  Sunday  School  this  week¬ 
end.  Also  on  February  12  at  6  p.m.,  there 
will  be  a  Sweetheart  Banquet  and  follow¬ 
ing  at  7  p.m.,  everyone  will  sing.  Rev.  An¬ 
gus  Carruth  is  pastor. 


added  that  95%  of  prison  inmates  return 
to  society. 

Only>if  the  public  realizes  the  prob¬ 
lems  and  setbacks  of  the  criminal  justice 
system,  can  crime  rates  decrease  and 
streets  and  homes  become  safer  said 
O’Keefe. 

United  Methodists  of  Louisiana  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  observe  this  week  and  to 
consider  doing  some  of  the  following: 

1.  Officially  place  the  observance  on 
the  church  calendar  and  announce  the 
observance  in  bulletins,  newsletters,  and 
other  media. 

2.  Prepare  a  sermon  or  homily  on  the 
subject. 


3.  Visit  jails  and  prisons. 

4.  Work  with  the  authorities  to  develop 
regular  worship,  Bible  study,  literacy, 
educational,  and  counseling  services  for 
inmates. 

5.  Get  acquainted  with  and  cooperate 
with  the  chaplains  of  the  institutions. 

6.  Provide  transportation  for  families 
who  would  like  to  visit  their  loved  ones 
in  prison.  Such  a  program  strengthens 
family  life  and  relationships. 

7.  Recruit  volunteers  to  teach  remedi¬ 
al  math  and  reading  skills  in  prisons. 

8.  Establish  a  prayer  group.  Pray  for 
victims,  correction  officers,  inmates, 
guards,  and  especially  for  those  on  death 


Each  Wednesday  during  Lent  (Febru¬ 
ary  8-March  22),  the  members  of  First 
UMC  in  Ponchatoula  will  have  a  noon 
worship  service,  followed  by  a  light 
lunch  at  12:30  p.m.  Anyone  interested  in 
preparing  food  for  a  certain  day  should 
contact  Mary  Ann  Cooper  at  (504)  386- 
9920.  Rev.  William  Eubanks  is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  recently  honored  its  top  donors  at  the 
first  Pendleton  Society  Banquet.  The 
Pendleton  Society,  the  annual  support 
program  for  Methodist  Hospital,  recog¬ 
nized  those  who  have  contributed  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  $1,000  each  to  the  1988 
campaign.  The  banquet  was  held  at  Com¬ 
mander’s  Palace. 

•  *  * 

Blackwater  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge  As¬ 
sociate  Minister,  Stuart  Sherman  is  very 
proud  of  the  24  youth  that  sat  through  an 
intense  program  on  suicide  shown  re¬ 
cently.  He  said  he  was  very  impressed 
with  questions  asked,  as  well  as  the  atti¬ 
tudes  of  those  in  attendance.  Questions 
asked  showed  great  thought,  and  re¬ 
sponses  to  the  situation  showed  an  ope- 
ness  and  courage.  Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  is 
pastor. 

*  •  * 

The  Texas  Street  Arts  Series  present¬ 
ed  pianist  Alexander  Peskanov  in  con¬ 
cert  Sunday,  January  15,  at  the 
Sanctuary  of  First  UMC  in  Shreveport. 
Renowned  for  his  artistry  and  virtuosity, 
the  Russian  born  Peskanov  has  emerged 
a  leading  pianist  of  his  generation.  Tne 
1988-89  season  includes  a  series  of  per¬ 
formances  with  orchestra,  recitals,  and 
master  classes.  The  performance  was 
extraordinary  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  by 
all  who  attended.  Rev.  John  E.  Fellers  is 
pastor. 


PULLING  THE  PIECES  TOGETHER 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 


Sunday  February  12 
7:00  p.m.  In  the  Sanctuary 

Sunday  Evening  Service  of  Devotion  —  “A  Quilting  Bee” 
Dale  Hensarling  and  Carol  Winn  at  the  Frame 
Music  and  Dance  Presented  by  the  Broadmoor 
Women’s  Ensemble  and  Liturgical  Dancers 

Everyone  is  invited.  Pre-registration  is  not  required. 

Monday  February  13 
Workshops  —  Activities  Building 
Morning  8:30-12:00  noon  Evening  5:30-9.30 

Mid  Life  Crisis:  Danger  or  Opportunity  —  Marian  Wood 
Super  Woman  vs  Life  Management  —  Gloria  Bockrath 
Volunteerism:  A  Path  to  Grow  —  Jenola  Duke 
The  Family  Sandwich  —  Linda  Lee 

Pre-registration  and  fee  are  required  for  workshops. 

Morning  or  Evening  (2  workshops)  —  $7.00 
Both  Morning  and  Evening  (4  workshops)  —  $10.00 
Fee  includes  child  care,  continental  breakfast,  light  supper 


Baton  Rouge  Pastor  Chosen  to 
Participate  in  Academy  for  Preaching 


Reverend  Kenneth  M.  Fisher,  Pastor 
of  the  St.  Mark  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  has 
been  chosen  to  participate  in  the  Second 
Academy  for  Preaching  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Rev. 
Fisher's  application  was  reviewed  by  the 
Staff  of  the  Academy  and  their  selection 
of  him  as  a  participant  has  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  Bishop  William  B.  Oden. 

The  Academy  for  Preaching  is  part  of 


a  comprehensive  ettort  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  to  improve  the  lev¬ 
el  of  preaching  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  150  pastors  selected  for  the 
Academy  are  nominated  by  their  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  and 
confirmed  by  their  area  bishop.  Each 
member  will  covenant  to  devote  two  and 
one  half  years  to  the  Academy,  begin¬ 
ning  with  a  six-month  peer  group  study. 


photo)  in  1988  for  St.  Charles  UMC  in  Destreban.  Completion  is  scheduled  for  March 
of  this  year.  NEW  FACILITY  -  The  overall  cost  of  this  project  for  St.  Charles,  in¬ 
cluding  land,  is  $700,000  (top  middle  photo).  RECENT  MEETING  —  Bishop  William 
Oden  and  the  Larger  Cabinet  participated  in  a  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  in  Biloxi,  MS 
January  17-19.  The  retreat  was  conducted  by  Rev.  Dick  Yeager  of  the  Board  of  Min- 


Around  the  Con  ference 


istry,  Nashville,  TN  (top  right  photo).  SMILING  FACES  —  Shown  in  bottom  left 
photo  is  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese  with  children  and  youth  of  Wesley  who  participate  in  the 
new  Sunday  School.  WELCOME  ADDITION  —  Pictured  in  bottom  middle  photo  is 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  White  and  family.  The  White’s  are  one  of  the  new  families  at  Wes¬ 
ley.  HONORED  MEMBERS  —  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  Clinton  celebrated  its  Annual 


Women’s  Day  honoring  the  following  Christian  women  in  the  Clinton  community: 
Mrs.  Mildred  Matthews,  Mrs.  Georgia  Turner,  Mrs.  Mae  Ella  Tutson,  Mrs.  Ellen 
Edwards,  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Matthews,  Mrs.  Harriet  Sensley,  Ms.  Carrie  Thomas  and 
Mrs.  Mattie  Smith.  Not  shown  are:  Mrs.  Mattie  Brown  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Sensley 
(bottom  right  photo). 
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What  do  you  think? 


President  Bush;  his  wife,  Barbara;  and  Vice  President  and  Mrs. 
Quayle  worship  at  the  National  Cathedral  in  Washington  following  the 
Jan.  20  inauguration.  Mr.  Bush’s  willingness  to  engage  in  public  worship 
contrasts  with  his  predecessor’s  more  private  approach  to  religion.  How 
encouraged,  if  at  all,  are  you  by  the  new  president’s  example?  What 
might  it  mean?  Send  responses  to  Worship,  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


FEBRUARY  10, 1989 


The  answer  is  ‘Yes’ 


Does  God  forgive  even  “big  sins”? 

;  When  convicted  killer  Theodore  Bundy 
asked  a  minister  that  question  recently, 
he  had  good  reason  to  be  concerned  about 
the  state  of  his  soul  (see  UMR,  Feb.  3). 

Mr  Bundy  was  awaiting  execution  for 
murdering  three  women.  Before  dying  in 
Florida’s  electric  chair,  he  also  con¬ 
fessed  to  20  other  murders. 

Although  Mr.  Bundy  is  dead,  his  ques¬ 
tion  remains  a  live  issue  for  many,  if  not 
■trttist,  of  us.  Even  if  our  misdeeds  are  not 
nearly  so  heinous  as  his,  most  people  are 
nagged  at  one  time  or  another  by  a  simi¬ 
lar  concern  Will  God  forgive  our 
“worst”  violations  of  the  divine  law? 

•m  That  concern  has  both  an  upside  and  a 
•downside. 

J  On  the  upside,  it  implies  a  healthy 
;  awareness  that  God  cares  about  our  con¬ 
duct  On  the  downside,  particularly  if  left 
;  unanswered,  it  promotes  an  unhealthy 
;  sense  of  guilt,  and  even  chronic  fear,  rath- 
■er  than  meaningful,  abundant  living. 

•  As  Christians,  we  know  it  is  not  God’s 
will  for  people  to  live  in  such  fear.  Scrip¬ 
ture  teaches  that  God  wants  each  of  us  to 
•live  unfettered  by  needless  anxiety  about 
■the  future,  including  judgment  and  life  be¬ 
yond  death  (Matthew  6:34). 

In  that  light,  Christian  teaching  about 
[■God’s  attitude  toward  sinful  human  con¬ 
duct  has  two  seemingly  paradoxical  parts. 

First,  we  are  given  ample  testimony 
that  God’s  grace  is  truly  "amazing.”  It  is 
[sufficiently  all-embracing  that  it  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  and  willing  to  forgive  even  our  most 
grievous  misdeeds.  We  are  never  denied 
[the  chance  to  have  a  redemptive,  life- 
transforming  relationship  with  God  no 
[  matter  what  we  have  done. 


Growth  plan  offers  ‘fix’  for  some  churches 


“For  I  am  sure  that  neither  death,  nor 
life . .  nor  anything  else  in  all  creatioh,  will 
be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord”  (Romans  8:38-39). 

Unfortunately,  some  who  call  them¬ 
selves  Christians  have  misinterpreted  that 
teaching  to  mean  any  behavior  is  accept¬ 
able  to  such  an  all-merciful  God  Not  so. 

Hence,  the  second,  seemingly  paradoxi¬ 
cal,  part  of  Christianity’s  teaching  about 
forgiveness.  Even  though  God  is  "slow  to 
anger”  and  “ready  to  forgive”  (Nehemiah 
9:17),  Scripture  makes  it  clear  that  our 
sins  do  not  go  unnoticed:  “Your  sin  will 
find  you  out”  (Numbers  32:23)  and  God  is 
not  mocked;  for  whatever  one  sows  he 
will  also  reap”  (Galatians  6:7). 

That  insight  is  as  important  as  the 
first.  It  reminds  us  that  a  God-directed 
life  has  limits  and  that  violation  of  those 
limits  is  subject  to  divine  judgment. 

The  “paradox”  of  forgiveness  includ¬ 
ing  judgment  may  best  be  explained  by 
analogy.  Just  as  loving  parents  discipline 
their  children,  a  loving  God  “disciplines” 
us— primarily  via  the  negative  conse¬ 
quences  of  our  own  words  and  actions— 
when  we  violate  God’s  laws. 

By  contrast,  if  we  acknowledge  and  sin¬ 
cerely  repent  of  our  sin,  God  forgives  us 
and  "the  past  is  finished  and  gone,”  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  traditional  prayer  of  assurance. 

Hence,  the  answer  is  "yes”:  God  forgives 
even  "big”  sins.  But  that  answer  is  best  un¬ 
derstood,  and  best  shared  with  others  who 
ask  such  a  question,  in  light  of  the  nature 
both  of  God’s  mercy  AND  God’s  judgment 

If  Mr.  Bundy  had  asked  his  question  and 
received  such  an  reply  earlier  in  life,  and 
grappled  deeply  with  its  meaning,  perhaps 
he  wouldn’t  be  where  he  is  today. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  know,  as  you  do,  that  there  is  no  one 
“fix”  that  will  cure  all  the  problems  of 
all  churches. 

I  do  know,  however,  that  the  new  ap¬ 
proach  known  as  "Growth  Plus”  is  doing 
some  remarkable  things  for  some 
churches.  Are  you  acquainted  with  it? 

The  “Growth”  concept  begins  by  helping 
a  congregation  analyze  itself  in  light  of  the 
Scriptures.  Studies  of  Scriptures  are  com¬ 
plemented  by  studies  of  the  church,  its 
community,  its  purpose,  its  mission,  etc. 

What  fruit  is  it  bearing?  What  are  its 
strengths?  What  are  its  dreams,  its  vi¬ 
sions?  These  steps  really  put  the  church 
in  touch  with  itself. 

The  “Plus”  concept  opens  the  door  for 
each  congregation  to  experience  more  of 
the  love,  compassion,  joy,  hope,  maturi¬ 
ty,  ministry  and  service  in  whatever 
mode  is  best  for  its  members.  The 
"Plus”  seeks  a  holistic  ministry. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Harding’s  office  at  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  can  send 
congregations  material  about  this  rapid¬ 
ly  developing  new  form  of  ministry.  The 
telephone  number  is  (615)  340-7200. 

Who  knows?  This  may  be  the  “fix” 
some  of  our  churches  need. 

Ralph  W.  Mohney 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

We  need  to  revive  Bible 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  a  Methodist  since  1941 
when  I  joined  the  church  in  Troy,  Mont. 

If  someone  would  have  told  me  then 
that  when  I  was  60,  the  majority  of  our 
members  wouldn’t  accept  the  Bible  liter¬ 
ally  and  that  some  of  our  churches  would 
have  changed  the  Doxology  from  Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  to  Creator,  Christ 
and  Holy  Ghost  because  some  women 
couldn’t  relate  to  the  word  Father,  I 
don’t  know  whether  I  would  have  become 
a  member. 

I  believe  the  reason  our  church  is  losing 
members  is  because  too  many  of  us  no 
longer  feel  that  the  Bible  is  authoritative. 
How  else  can  you  explain  our  acceptance 
of  divorce,  abortion  and,  yes,  even  homo¬ 
sexuality  to  the  extent  that  we  now  have 
to  study  it  to  find  out  if  it  is  wrong. 

When  we  don’t  like  what  the  Bible  has  to 
say,  we  either  ignore  it  or  explain  it  away. 
We  are  so  concerned  about  our  roles  and 
status  that  we  have  lost  the  meaning  of 
sacrifice,  of  being  spent  for  others. 

A  revival  will  come  only  when  the  Bi¬ 


ble  is  revived  and  we  are  lost  in  Him. 

David  L.  Dean 
Helena,  Montana 

You  blew  it! 

To  the  Editor: 

I’ve  been  waiting  with  great  interest 
to  see  if  the  Reporter  would  acknowl¬ 
edge  our  new  U.S.  president,  George 
Bush.  You  made  no  mention  of  President 
Bush’s  election  and  chose  to  ignore  his 
inauguration. 

I  don’t  know  what  has  been  your  policy 
in  the  past,  nor  does  it  really  matter.  The 
fact  remains  that  your  silence  screamed 
your  position:  Patriotism  is  deat  —  which 
of  course  is  the  unofficial  position  of  the 
left-leaning,  or  more  correctly,  left-fall¬ 
en,  United  Methodist  Church. 

Moreover,  I  suspect  that  if  Gov.  Mi¬ 
chael  Dukakis  had  won,  he  would  have 
been  editorialized  as  the  greatest  cham¬ 
pion  since  Peter  and  Paul! 

You  had  an  opportunity— and  obliga¬ 
tion  based  on  the  Bible— to  remind  peo¬ 
ple  that  all  of  us,  even  those  who  didn’t 
support  the  election  of  President  Bush, 
need  to  respect  him  and  support  him  and 
his  administration  with  prayer.  What  you 
failed  to  do  is  without  excuse. 

Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 

‘Luxury’  resort  explained 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Jan.  27  issue  of  the  Reporter  in¬ 
cluded  a  letter  from  David  Koss  of 
Jacksonville,  Ill.,  that  was  critical  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  for  meeting  in  the 
“luxury  resort”  at  St.  Simons  Island,  Ga. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Koss  and  some  readers 
will  be  interested  to  know  that  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  at  Epworth-by-the-Sea,  which  is 
the  assembly  place  of  the  South  Georgia 
Annual  Conference. 

It  is  the  same  place  where  there  are 
gatherings  of  United  Methodist  Youth, 
United  Methodist  Men,  United  Methodist 
Women,  church  school  workshops, 
prayer  and  Bible  conferences,  retarded 
people,  Salvation  Army  and  scores  of 
others.  The  assembly  is  in  use  almost  all 
the  year. 

By  nature,  personnel  and  administra¬ 
tion  it  is  wonderful.  But  by  cost  the  bish¬ 
ops  and  others  pay  less  than  one  can 
expect  to  pay  using  average  motels  and 
being  careful  about  meal  costs. 

Monk  Bryan 

Junaluska,  North  Carolina 


BUT  I'M  44  300 V 
A4  A  LOT  OP 
PEOPLE  OUR. 
CUUZC4 


SOT,  TEAR— 
YOU  DOWT  TUNE 
A  PIANO  BY 
ANOTHER  PIANO 


i  4Al{7  I'M  NOT 
PERFECT— I7V\ 
OUT  OFTUHE 


‘Orders’  have  same  name 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  quite  surprised  when  I  read 
Lawrence  Moffet’s  article  in  the  Jan.  13 
issue  of  the  Reporter  to  learn  that  the 
Order  of  St.  Luke  was  a  group  of  United 
Methodists  best  known  as  liturgical  tra¬ 
ditionalists. 

The  Order  of  St.  Luke  the  Physician 
was  founded  by  John  Gaynor  Banks  and 
his  wife,  Ethel,  as  a  healing  ministry  un¬ 
der  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Many  United  Methodists  have  made  a 
commitment  to  studying  and  reading 
from  the  Gospels  daily  and  have  joined 
this  Order  of  St.  Luke  because  there  was 
nothing  within  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  fulfill  an  emphasis  on  healing. 

When  we  who  have  a  commitment  to 
the  healing  ministry  are  so  often  over¬ 
looked  by  our  own  church,  it  was  amaz¬ 
ing  to  me  that  the  East  Ohio  conference 
claims  the  Order  of  St.  Luke  for  its  own. 

Martha  L.  Kirton 
Modesto,  California 

Sanctions  ‘impractical’ 

To  the  Editor: 

From  time  to  time  various  religious 
publications,  including  some  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  advocate  sanctions 
against  South  Africa.  The  reason  is  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  evil  of  apartheid. 

After  spending  a  month  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  and  researching  the  problem,  it  is 
quite  apparent  that  sanctions  will  not 
work  and  are  impractical. 

For  instance,  if  sanctions  are  to  work, 


they  must  also  be  leveled  against  Israel 
because  the  United  States  regularly  gets 
its  diamonds,  industrial  as  well  as  per¬ 
sonal,  from  South  Africa  by  way  of  Isra¬ 
el.  Our  industry  cannot  operate  without 
industrial  diamonds.  Also,  it  is  politically 
impossible  for  the  United  States  to  enact 
sanctions  against  Israel. 

Further,  South  Africa  sends  textiles  to 
Israel  which  labels  those  items  “Made  in 
Israel”  and  then  ships  them  to  the  United 
States  duty  free.  If  sanctions  are  to  be 
“comprehensive"  as  some  advocate,  it 
means  that  the  United  States  will  pur¬ 
chase  nothing  from  South  Africa. 

One  of  the  main  imports  from  South  Af¬ 
rica  is  platinum.  If  the  United  States  im¬ 
ported  no  platinum,  it  would  shut  down  the 
auto  industry  because  platinum  is  a  key 
component  in  catalytic  converters  which 
are  required  in  all  automobiles. 

The  problem  of  South  Africa  is  too 
complicated  to  be  solved  by  emotional 
whims  of  persons  who  have  not  done 
proper  research. 

Lowell  Messerschmidt 
Windsor,  Wisconsin 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from 
readers.  Letters  should  be  brief,  must  be 
original  and  must  carry  the  signature  and 
address  of  the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to  edit, 
condense  or  not  publish  any  letters  re¬ 
ceived. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  “ Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

God  uses  3  events  to  heal  my  stuttering 
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By  LARRY  LaPIERRE 

The  healing  ministry  of  the  church  is 
one  of  the  most  vital  ministries  that  we 
have  to  share. 

Yet,  I’m  not  sure  | 
that  we  believe  that 
God  really  wants  to 
heal  us.  That  con¬ 
cerns  me  because  I 
think  God  is  a  God  of 
healing.  I’m  one  of , 
those  people  God  has  ' 
healed!  Larr.v  LaPierre 

From  the  time  I  was  6  years  old,  I  suf¬ 
fered  with  a  terrible  stuttering  problem. 
It  seemed  to  be  worse  in  school  because 
there  I  suffered  the  painful  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  being  unable  to  speak  smoothly 
no  matter  how  hard  I  tried.  Answering 
teachers’  questions  in  class,  giving  book 
reports  and  reading  out  loud  were  ago¬ 
nizing  experiences. 

According  to  a  therapist  I  worked  with 
years  later,  it  was  quite  likely  that  my 
stuttering  was  the  result  of  my  fear  of 
my  father.  He  threatened  me  with  vio¬ 
lence. 

I  lived  with  the  fear  of  saying  some¬ 
thing  that  would  cause  him  to  hurt  me. 

Here  I  Stand 


Thus, -Fluttered  as  a  way  of  preventing 
myself  from  saying  anything  that  would 
anger  him.  It  was  an  unconscious  surviv¬ 
al  technique. 

The  way  that  God  healed  me  is  some¬ 
thing  I  recognized  only  long  after  it  hap¬ 
pened.  It  took  time,  and  it  occurred  in 
stages.  But  it  did  happen! 

My  healing  began  after  my  father 
died.  I  think  that  his  death,  while  not 
caused  by  God,  nevertheless  freed  me 
from  the  threats  with  which  I  had  lived 
until  then.  I  began  to  experience  the  re¬ 
ality  that  I  could  say  things  without  be¬ 
ing  in  danger. 

The  second  stage  in  my  healing  came 
because  of  something  that  my  father  had 
told  me.  Years  before  he  died,  he  said 
that  he  had  been  healed  in  response  to 
the  prayers  of  a  man  named  Brother  An¬ 
dre,  who  had  a  ministry  of  healing  in 
Montreal,  Canada. 

I  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the  church 
where  Brother  Andre  had  prayed  for  my 
father  and  many  other  people.  I  simply 
prayed  that  God  would  heal  me  from  my 
affliction.  My  healing  wasn’t  yet  to  oc¬ 
cur,  however. 

The  third  stage  in  my  healing  came 


Jesus  wasn’t  Robin  Hood! 


By  WILLIAM  RIEKERT 

We  sometimes  become  so  preoccupied 
with  “doing  good”  that  we  overlook  the 
main  message  of  Je¬ 
sus:  Love. 

We  must  constant¬ 
ly  remind  ourselves 
that  Jesus  loves  ev¬ 
eryone.  He  loves  the 
poor,  but  He  also 
loves  the  rich.  He  ^ 
loves  the  righteous, 
but  He  also  loves  sin-  William  Riekert 
ners. 

He  didn’t  love  selectively  during  His 
earthly  ministry.  He  loved  and  showed 
mercy  to  everybody— prostitutes,  tax 
collectors,  those  possessed  of  demons 
and  even  His  executioners. 

Jesus  set  an  example  that  is  extreme¬ 
ly  hard  to  follow,  but  we  should  take  the 
challenge.  When  we  set  out  to  “do  good," 
we  sometimes  overlook  that  we  are  pe¬ 
nalizing  a  third  party. 

For  example,  it  is  generally  safe  to  give. 
It  is  important  to  help  others.  Jesus  cer¬ 
tainly  would  approve  of  giving  and  helping 
when  they  are  sincere  acts  of  love. 

Don’t  coerce  people  to  help 

But  we  should  be  careful  not  to  coerce 
a  third  party  to  give  or  help.  What  Jesus 
wants  us  to  do  is  to  bring  people  to  Him 
so  they  will  be  filled  with  love  and  help 
others  voluntarily. 

"Love  your  neighbor"  is  a  personal  com¬ 
mandment.  It  directs  us  to  fill  our  hearts 
with  love.  Of  course,  our  neighbor  is  helped 
in  the  process.  But  more  importantly,  the 
kind  deed  is  done  with  love.  St.  Paul  makes 
the  case  beautifully:  "If  I  give  away  all  I 


have  and  if  I  deliver  my  body  to  be  burned 
but  have  not  love,  I  am  nothing." 

When  Jesus  told  the  rich  young  ruler 
to  sell  his  possessions  and  give  the  mon¬ 
ey  to  the  poor,  His  instruction  was  aimed 
primarily  at  the  rich  man’s  heart  and 
secondarily  at  helping  the  poor. 

He  made  that  clear  in  his  follow-up 
when  he  told  us  how  difficult  it  is  for  a 
rich  man  to  get  into  Heaven.  Jesus  em¬ 
phasizes  the  problem  of  the  heart,  not 
the  problem  of  the  poor. 

Hence,  there  is  no  evidence  that  Jesus 
supports  taking  from  the  rich  to  give  to 
the  poor.  He  wants  the  rich  to  give  of 
their  own  free  will. 

A  very  common  pitfall  is  to  support  a 
public  welfare  program  that  accom¬ 
plishes  “good.”  The  problem  arises  be¬ 
cause  some  people  are  not  in  favor  of  the 
program  but  are  taxed  to  pay  for  it. 
Alas,  they  are  (legally)  robbed  of  their 
substance  for  an  "act  of  love”  when  they 
didn't  have  that  love  in  their  hearts. 

Jesus  stressed  love,  not  the  poor 

Jesus  was  more  concerned  about  love 
than  about  the  poor.  He  defended  Mary 
when  she  washed  His  feet  with  costly  oint¬ 
ment.  He  rebuked  Judas  for  suggesting 
that  the  ointment  be  sold  and  the  money 
given  to  the  poor.  Jesus  knew  that  it 
wasn’t  love  that  prompted  Judas  to  make 
the  suggestion.  He  also  knew  that  it  was 
love  that  prompted  Mary  to  wash  His  feet. 

We  must  be  careful  not  to  become 
modern-day  Robin  Hoods.  Robin  Hood 
took  from  the  rich  to  give  to  the  poor.  He 
was  better  than  Judas  (perhaps)  because 
he  could  claim  that  he  loved  the  poor. 
But  if  he  failed  to  love  the  rich  also,  was 


he  not  wearing  blinders? 

Weren’t  the  scribes  and  Pharisees 
good,  religious  people  who  wore  blind¬ 
ers?  Was  it  not  a  major  goal  of  Jesus  to 
remove  those  blinders? 

Let  us  be  careful  not  to  wear  blinders. 
When  we  join  others  who  wish  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  objectives  of  a  good  program, 
we  should  find  a  way  to  implement  it 
without  “taxing”  those  who  oppose  it. 

Since  we  truly  love  the  rich,  we 
shouldn’t  deprive  them  of  their  wealth 
but  let  them  squander  it  as  they  see  fit.  Of 
course,  in  the  meantime,  we  should  try  to 
bring  the  rich  to  Christ  so  they  will  join  us 
in  doing  good  for  the  right  reason:  Love. 

" Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
■  which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  William  R.  Riekert  is  a 
member  of  Glenwood  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Erie,  Pa.  (Western  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here  l 
Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


when  I  enrolled  in  college  as  a  freshman. 
One  of  the  required  courses  was  in 
speech.  The  first  day  I  attended  that 
course  I  was  full  of  anxieties  about  how  I 
would  fare. 

But  the  professor  had  an  effect  on  me 
that  I  could  never  have  anticipated.  As  he 
spoke  to  the  class,  I  observed  that  he  made 
a  series  of  noises  that  ordinarily  would  be 
considered  socially  unacceptable.  But  they 
were  apparently  beyond  his  control.  I  have 
since  learned  that  certain  types  of  brain 
dysfunction  can  cause  that  to  occur. 

I  was  astounded.  I  felt  like  this  man 
had  a  far  worse  problem  than  I  had,  but 
he  was  able  to  teach  a  speech  course. 
Surely  there  was  hope  for  me!  I  put  my¬ 
self  into  that  course  and  gave  it  all  that  I 
had.  Almost  without  realizing  it,  I  began 
to  stutter  less.  At  some  point  my  prob¬ 
lem  with  stuttering  simply  disappeared! 

I  went  on  to  a  career  as  a  chemist  in 
several  companies  and  had  to  speak  be¬ 
fore  groups  fairly  often  to  report  the  re¬ 
sults  of  my  investigations.  I  was  able  to 
do  so. 

The  rest  of  the  story  is  that  I  have  also 
been  called  into  ministry.  I  am  grateful 
to  be  able  to  lead  worship  and  proclaim 
God’s  word  every  Sunday  and  other  occa¬ 
sions  during  the  year— without  stuttering! 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Larry  LaPierre  is  pastor  of 


Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Swdnton,  Vt.  (Troy  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  terse — of  the  following: 

“The  saying  is  sure  and  worthy  of 
full  acceptance  that  Christ  Jesus 
came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners. 
And  I  am  the  foremost  of  sinners.” 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  James  1:22) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  12 
Monday:  Psalm  91:1-8 
Tuesday:  Psalm  91:9-16 
Wednesday:  Deuteronomy  26:1-11 
Thursday:  Luke  4:1-13 
Friday:  Luke  4:16-19 
Saturday:  Romans  10:1-4 
Sunday:  Romans  10:8b-13 


Bible 


I  vow,  as  I  bask 
In  its  daily  sun, 

To  love  and  help  others,  — 

In  the  warmth  and  light 
Of  His  Word,  see  the  world 
As  sisters  and  brothers. 

—ANGELA  GALL 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation's  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church's  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 
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Record  cold  snap  can’t  daunt  Alaska  UMs 

New  Hope  UMC  congregation  braves  minus  60  degree  temperatures  to  attend  service 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

They  never  stopped  having  church  in 
Alaska! 

Nearly  a  month  of  record  cold  weath¬ 
er  didn’t  freeze  out  Alaskan  United 
Methodists. 

Temperatures  in  Alaska  for  the  past 
month  hovered  between  35  and  80  de¬ 
grees  below  zero.  Compare  that  with 
“The  World  Almanac  and  Book  of  Facts” 
report  that  the  average  January  low 
temperature  in  Juneau,  the  state  capital, 
is  16  degrees  and  the  record  low  there  is 
minus  22  degrees. 

About  52  “durable  saints”  braved  a 
temperature  of  minus  60  degrees  to  wor¬ 
ship  Jan.  29  at  New  Hope  United  Method- 
ist-Presbyterian  Church  in  North  Pole, 
Alaska,  near  Fairbanks. 

“We  canceled  early  worship  and  Sun- 
,  day  school,  but  we  still  had  worship  at  11 


“If  anything,  it  (the 
cold  wave)  has  brought 
more  of  a  community 
spirit,  a  sense  of  caring 
for  one  another.” 

— Carol  Seckel 


o’clock,”  said  Patricia  Wise,  wife  of  New 
Hope’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Keith  B.  Wise. 
Mr.  Wise,  a  volunteer  chaplain  at  Fair¬ 
banks  Memorial  Hospital,  was  called  out 
when  a  Canadian  airplane  carrying 
troops  for  a  military  exercise  crashed  in 
ice  fog  at  Fairbanks. 

“I’m  spending  about  three  hours  a  day 


in  the  office,”  he  told  the  Reporter.  “Oth¬ 
erwise  I’m  out  visiting  parishioners  to  see 
if  they’re  OK.  Sometimes  I  drive  them  to 
the  doctor  if  their  cars  won’t  start.” 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  talked  recently  with 
the  Rev.  William  J.  Brooks  of  Nome  Com¬ 
munity  United  Methodist  Church.  It’s  on 
the  Bering  Sea,  about  475  miles  west  of 
North  Pole. 

For  more  than  a  month,  Mr.  Brooks  said 
he  had  been  unable  to  reach  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  nearby  village  of  Wales,  but 
he  continued  to  make  pastoral  calls  in 
Nome,  Mr.  Wise  reported. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is  still  at 
work,”  Mr.  Wise  said. 

The  New  Hope  experience  is  typical  of 
what's  happening  all  around  the  state,  said 
the  Rev.  Carol  Ann  Seckel,  superintendent 
of  the  Alaska  Missionary  Conference. 

For  instance,  she  said,  Anchor  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Anchorage 


went  ahead  with  a  Jan.  28  retreat  at  a 
church  camp  about  90  miles  northeast  of 
town. 

“They  had  about  120  registered,  and 
about  75  showed  up,”  Mrs.  Seckel  said. 

Mrs.  Seckel  acknowledged  that  the 
weather  has  brought  “in  conveniences.” 

“Pipes  freeze,”  she  said.  “Cars  won’t 
run.  But,  if  anything,  it’s  brought  more  of 
a  community  spirit,  a  sense  of  caring  for 
one  another. 

“You’re  not  as  isolated  when  your  first 
priority  is  helping  everyone  stay  warm.” 

UM-related  Alaska-Pacific  University 
in  Anchorage  continues  to  hold  classes  de¬ 
spite  temperatures  around  minus  35  de¬ 
grees,  said  Lois  Bender,  assistant  to  the 
Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  president. 

“We’ve  had  some  complaints  from  stu¬ 
dents  about  heat  in  dorms,”  Ms.  Bender 
said.  The  weather  has  strained  our  heat¬ 
ers  so  that  some  dorms  haven’t  gotten 


much  above  60  degrees.  That’s  pretty  cold 
for  an  interior  temperature.  We’re  bring¬ 
ing  in  space  heaters.” 

Alaska-Pacific’s  resident  students  were 
making  class  regularly,  she  said.  The  uni¬ 
versity  has  about  1,100  students. 

Ms.  Bender  said  students  who  live  off 
campus  had  some  trouble  getting  to  class. 

“It’s  been  much  worse  in  the  interior  of 
the  state,”  she  said.  “The  wind  chill  on  the 
highway  between  Anchorage  and  Fair¬ 
banks  was  120  degrees  below  zero,  so  the 
government  asked  everyone  to  stay  home.” 

Ms.  Bender  noted  that  some  students 
from  the  “Lower  48,”  Alaskans’  nickname 
for  the  contiguous  United  States,  “aren’t 
as  accustomed  to  this  kind  of  weather." 

“So  we’re  making  sure  they  dress  warm¬ 
ly  to  go  to  classes,”  she  said.  “Otherwise 
we’re  not  taking  any  special  precautions. 

"We’re  used  to  it.  We’re  Alaskans.” 


UMs  protest 
Trident  sub 
with  ‘gifts’ 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

It  wasn’t  your  average,  run-of-the-mill 
protest. 

Two  weeks  after  10  people— a  United 
Methodist  minister  among  them— were 
arrested  for  protesting  the  stationing  of 
a  new  Trident  nuclear  submarine  at  St. 
Mary’s,  Ga.,  32  United  Methodists  went 
to  the  U.S.  Navy’s  Kings  Bay  submarine 
base  there— bearing  gifts! 

Each  gift  basket  included  a  copy  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops’ 
Pastoral  Letter,  “In  Defense  Of  Cre¬ 
ation”;  a  “Driver’s  Guide  to  Hazardous 
Materials”;  balloons;  nuts;  a  candle;  and 
a  package  of  Trident  sugarless  gum. 

The  Rev.  Janet  L.  Horman,  who  had 
been  arrested  Jan.  15,  said  last  week’s  ac¬ 
tion  was  a  good-natured  attempt  to  im¬ 
prove  relationships  with  base  personnel. 

"While  we  can  not  tolerate  even  the 
possession  of  nuclear  weapons,  we  can 
affirm  them  (base  personnel)  as  brothers 
and  sisters  on  a  common  earth  with  com¬ 
mon  things  at  stake,  and  as  children  of 
God,"  she  said. 

The  gifts  were  placed  on  the  sidewalk 
in  front  of  the  base’s  guards  without  inci¬ 
dent,  a  public  affairs  officer  at  the  base 
told  the  Reporter. 

Ms.  Horman  said  the  United  Method¬ 
ists  were  protesting  the  stationing  of  the 
USS  Tennessee  at  Kings  Bay.  The  sub¬ 
marine  is  armed  with  24  Trident  nuclear 
missiles— each  with  eight  warheads  that 
are  38  times  as  powerful  as  the  bomb 
dropped  on  Hiroshima,  she  said. 

Many  critics  worry  that  the  subma¬ 
rine’s  “first-strike”  capability  presents  a 
threat  to  world  peace,  said  Ms.  Horman. 

The  group  of  32  gift-bearing  protesters 
included  25  members  of  the  national  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  of  the  Methodist  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Social  Action,  an  unofficial 
group  within  the  denomination.  That 
panel  was  meeting  in  Miami,  400  miles 
to  the  south. 

Stop  the  presses! 
Publishing  House 
may  quit  printing 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  may  soon  sell  the 
presses  it  uses  to  print  books  and  church 
school  curriculum. 

But  that  doesn’t  mean  the  church  is 
getting  out  of  the  publishing  business, 
said  Robert  K.  Feaster,  president  of  the 
denomination’s  publishing  operation. 

"One  doesn’t  have  to  be  a  printer  to  be 
a  publisher,”  Mr.  Feaster  said. 

Consequently,  the  governing  board  of 
the  publishing  house  authorized  Mr. 
Feaster  Jan.  31  to  receive  bids  for  the 
printing  operation  in  Nashville. 

Mr.  Feaster  is  to  present  the  bids  to 
the  March  28-29  meeting  of  the  General 
Board  of  Publications  in  Phaledelphia. 

The  publishing  house  printing  opera¬ 
tion  had  been  having  financial  problems 
for  25  years,  he  said. 

Sale  of  the  printing  and  manufacturing 
operation  would  allow  the  publishing 
house  to  shop  for  the  best  printing  price 
for  church  school  literature  and  other  cur¬ 
riculum  resources,  Mr.  Feaster  indicated. 

The  45-member  Board  of  Publication 
has  been  reluctant  to  consider  selling  the 
printing  equipment  because  of  uncer¬ 
tainty  about  the  subsequent  fate  of  the 
plant’s  240  hourly  and  salaried  employ¬ 
ees  who  operate  it,  Mr.  Feaster  said. 


SHALEM 
1989-1991 
Extension 
Programs 
in 

SPIRITUAL  DIRECTION 

Ecumenical,  part-time,  available  for  clergy,  re¬ 
ligious,  counselors,  laity  who  want  support  and 
deepening  in  their  ministries  of  spiritual  guid¬ 
ance  with  individuals  and  groups.  Graduate 
credit  from  Washington  Theological  Union  op¬ 
tional.  Special  emphasis  given  to  contemplative 
traditions.  Both  programs  include  two  11 -day 
residencies  in  Washington  as  well  as  monitored 
\>ork  in  your  own  locale.  Residencies  for  one  of 
the  programs  will  be  in  the  winter;  for  the  other 
program  they  will  be  in  the  summer. 

Staff  includes  Tilden  Edwards,  Gerald  May,  Rose 
Mary  Dougherty,  Shaun  McCarty  and  others. 
Application  deadlines:  May  IS,  1989  (winter  resi¬ 
dency),  September  1,  1989  (summer  residency) 
Shalem  Institute  for  Spiritual  Formation,  Mount  St. 
Alban,  Washington,  D.C.  20016.  (202)  966-7050. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  GLEN  LARUM 


Rebuilding 
underway  in 
Bluefields 

At  right,  a  girl  carries  a  concrete  block  to  help  rebuild  a  home  on  the  Nic¬ 
araguan  Atlantic  coast  devastated  by  Hurricane  Joan.  Methodist  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  bishops  from  North  and  South  America  visited  the  coastal 
city  of  Bluefields  during  a  recent  weeklong  “mission  for  peace.”  The  girl’s 
response  is  typical  of  the  reconstruction  being  shared  by  young  and  old 
alike.  Above,  a  Moravian  church  is  blanketed  by  canvas  after  being  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  hurricane,  which  devastated  nine  of  the  community’s  13 
Christian  churches  and  damaged  the  others. 


‘God  is  still  in  Nicaragua 9 

Bishops  ‘impressed,  encouraged’  by  Nicaraguans’  Christian  faith 


Relief  and  mission  gifts  assist  Nicaraguans 

Although  there  are  no  United  Methodist  churches  in  Nicaragua— as  a  result  of  a  historic  agree¬ 
ment  among  several  Protestant  denominations  involving  the  region— United  Methodists  provide 
mission  workers  there.  These  include  11  sent  by  the  official  Global  Ministries  (world  mission) 
board.  United  Methodists  also  support  projects  through  the  Evangelical  Committee  for  Relief  and 
Development,  which  represents  about  70  Protestant  denominations  and  about  2,000  pastors.  The 
committee  has  27  offices  in  Nicaragua. 

In  addition,  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  recently  has  given  an  extra  $93,700  in 
hurricane  disaster  relief  aid,  primarily  through  the  World  Council  of  Churches’  relief  arm  rather 
than  as  a  direct  gift.  Besides  the  nearly  $100  million  in  development  aid  sent  in  1988,  the  United 
Methodist  relief  committee  is  to  provide  $103,000  to  Nicaragua  in  1989  and  $80,800  in  1990. 

United  Methodist  Advance  Special  programs,  to  which  local  United  Methodists  can  give  by  des¬ 
ignating  contributions  to  the  appropriate  number,  include: 

•  A  cooperative  firewood  plantation  (No.  525395-0),  scheduled  to  receive  $30,500  in  1989  and  $8,300  in 
1990  to  provide  a  sustainable  source  of  firewood  for  rural  people  without  uncontrolled  tree  cutting. 

•  Agriculture  and  animal  husbandry  development  (No.  525360-4),  $12,500  per  year  to  help  local  com¬ 
munities  use  their  land  and  resources  to  improve  food  production— vegetables,  milk,  fish  and  meat. 

•  CEPAD’s  development  program  (No.  525453-0),  $50,000  per  year  to  support  preschool  programs;  ef¬ 
forts  to  eradicate  malnutrition;  community  agricultural,  housing,  water,  sanitation  and  health  projects; 
and  a  special  program  to  aid  Miskito  Indians  and  other  Atlantic  Coast  inhabitants  with  a  variety  of  proj¬ 
ects.  CEP  AD  is  the  Evangelical  Committee  for  Relief  and  Development  of  the  Churches  of  Nicaragua. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

MANAGUA,  Nicaragua— In  spite  of  war,  hurricane 
and  poverty,  Nicaraguans  say  again  and  again  that  they 
can  see  “the  hand  of  God”  at  work  in  their  country. 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Miguel,  a  Baptist  pastor,  said,  “It’s 
like  I  told  my  people:  In  spite  of  everything,  God  is 
still  in  Nicaragua;  He  is  still  in  our  churches;  He  is  still 
in  our  families;  and  He  is  in  the  midst  of  our  trials.” 

That  fact— and  many  of  those  trials— was  apparent 
to  32  Methodist  and  United  Methodist  bishops  from  17 
countries— including  14  from  the  United  States— who 
recently  spent  a  week  in  Nicaragua  (see  UMR,  Feb.  3.) 

They  saw  hurricane  damage  and  economic  woes; 
toured  prisons,  hospitals,  cooperative  farms,  church 
and  government  projects;  and  met  with  a  wide  range 
of  pro-  and  anti-government  leaders. 

Faith  allows  survival 

Nicaraguan  President  Daniel  Ortega,  who  spent  90 
minutes  with  the  group,  said  religious  faith  enabled 
Nicaraguans  to  survive  Reagan  administration  poli¬ 
cies.  He  praised  the  bishops,  saying  their  actions  could 
“lay  the  foundation”  for  normalizing  U.S.-Nicaragua 
relationships. 

Regional  economist  Xabier  Gorostiaga  took  it  a  step 
further,  saying  the  church  should  “create  a  popular  move¬ 
ment  independent  of  government  relations.” 

In  a  statement  drafted  at  week’s  end,  the  bishops 
declared,  “We  have  been  most  impressed  and  encour¬ 
aged  with  the  centrality  of  the  Christian  faith  and 
witness  expressed  time  and  again. 

“We  will  ask  our  congregations  to  stand  with  the  poor 
and  the  oppressed:  to  pray  with  them,  share  with  them 
and  to  suffer  with  them  as  the  Gospel  demands.” 

Scrutiny  expected 

The  visit  and  its  resulting  statement  are  expected  to 
be  sharply  scrutinized  by  U.S.  United  Methodists. 

Some  United  Methodists,  including  those  who  re¬ 
cently  sent  aid  and  vehicles  overland  through  Mexico, 
object  to  U.S.  policies  against  the  Nicaraguan  govern¬ 
ment  and  support  the  United  Methodist  mission  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  country. 

Others  claim  that  church  support  and  mission  ef¬ 
forts  have  been  co-opted  by  Nicaragua’s  ruling  politi¬ 
cal  party— the  Marxist  Sandinistas— and  that  freedom 
and  U.S.  interests  have  thus  been  undermined. 

One  Moravian  pastor  told  the  Reporter  that  although 
congregations  are  suffering  in  Nicaragua  as  a  result  of 
the  war  and  the  troubled  economy,  many  are  growing  at 
a  surprising  rate  and  training  leaders  to  replace  those 
who  have  been  killed  or  have  left  the  country. 

The  departure  of  leaders  is  a  crucial  problem  facing 
Nicaragua — inside  and  outside  the  church,  officials 
said.  An  estimated  10,000  college-educated  people,  in¬ 
cluding  3,000  in  1988  alone,  have  fled  the  country, 
according  to  news  reports. 

In  Miami,  where  many  Nicaraguan  refugees  are  set¬ 
tling,  the  Rev.  Jimmy  Hassan,  who  left  Nicaragua  in 
1985,  said  he  believes  the  percentage  of  evangelicals 
(Protestants)  leaving  Nicaragua  is  greater  than  their 
ratio  in  the  population. 

Even  though  fewer  than  20  percent  of  Nicaraguans 
are  evangelical  Christians,  he  estimates  that  among 
the  refugees  the  proportion  is  close  to  30  percent. 

Mr.  Hassan  said  evangelicals  leave  “because  the 
system  doesn’t  respect  their  beliefs.” 

Nicaraguan  government  officials  link  the  out-migra¬ 


tion  to  the  economy.  The  average  wage  is  less  than  $20  a 
month,  and  inflation  has  sent  prices  skyrocketing. 

Flight  hampers  rebuilding 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Paul  Schmidt  of  Bluefields, 
Nicaragua,  told  Methodist  bishops  he  is  concerned  that 
the  flight  of  educated  people  will  hamper  efforts  to 
rebuild  the  shattered  Nicaraguan  economy  and  its  com¬ 
munities— particularly  Bluefields,  which  lost  an  esti¬ 
mated  10,000  homes  when  Hurricane  Joan  hit  Oct.  21. 

He  said  he  believes  most  violations  of  religious  free¬ 
dom  have  been  isolated  acts  of  low-level  bureaucrats 
rather  than  government  policies. 

However,  auxiliary  Bishop  Bosco  Vivas,  an  aide  to 
Cardinal  Miguel  Obando  y  Bravo  in  Managua,  said  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  is  restricted  as  a  matter  of 
policy  and  cited  the  censorship  of  the  Catholic  radio 
station. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— United  Methodists  in  the  United 
States  gave  more  than  $106  million  during  1988  to 
underwrite  20  domestic  and  international  programs  of 
the  their  church. 

Total  giving  was  $106,302,315,  more  than  6  percent 
above  1987,  according  to  a  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  report. 

The  largest  single  item.  World  Service,  the  church’s 
basic  program  fund,  totaled  more  than  $39  million. 

World  Service  showed  a  5  percent  increase  from 
1987  and  met  90.5  percent  of  its  1988  goal. 

“We  came  in  slightly  below  our  goal  but  not  enough 
to  get  upset  about,”  said  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  chief 
executive  of  the  fiscal  agency. 

“I’m  pleased  with  how  well  World  Services  did;  by 
November  we  were  two  full  percentage  points  less.  We 
made  a  strong  finish  for  the  year." 

Dr.  Droke  called  the  total  general  fund’s  6  percent  a 
"healthy  increase.” 


The  official  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  Archbishop 
Obando  y  Bravo  often  are  at  odds  with  the  ruling 
Sandinista  party. 

In  the  past,  some  evangelicals  have  claimed  they 
were  arrested,  detained  and  tortured  by  government 
security  police  because  of  religious  activities. 

Religion  is  tightly  woven  into  the  politics  of  the 
region  and  is  reaching  new  adherents  as  Bolivian 
Methodist  Bishop  Mortimer  Arias,  who  lives  in  Costa 
Rica,  pointed  out. 

“Christianity  is  a  powerful  force  throughout  Central 
America,”  he  said.  “It  is  not,  as  has  often  been  charged 
by  the  right  wing  in  the  region  and  abroad,  that  a  radical 
minority  of  ‘liberation  theologians’  is  fomenting  armed 
rebellion. 

"The  fact  is  that  the  Gospel  itself  is  a  liberating 
message  of  hope  and  a  source  of  empowerment.” 


General  giving  for  1988  also  reflected  United  Meth¬ 
odists’  generosity  as  they  responded  to  world  disaster 
victims  through  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  he  added. 

The  report,  compared  to  1988,  includes  these  figures: 

•World  Service— $39,334,956,  up  4.92  percent;  Re¬ 
lief— $10,371,048,  up  31.52  percent. 

•  Ministerial  Education— $13,179,602.70,  up  2.84  per¬ 
cent; 

•  World  Missions  Advance  Specials— $11,661,384,  up 
4.13  percent;  National  Missions  Advance — $4,013,433, 
up  2.5  percent. 

•  Interdenominational  Cooperation— $1,014,239,  up 
0.42  percent. 

•Black  Colleges— $7,221,715,  up  5.41  percent. 

•  Missional  Priority— $2,592,920,  down  0.85  percent. 

•  Temporary  General  Aid— $462,194,  down  9.08  per¬ 
cent. 


Church  giving  up  6%  in  ’88,  agency  reports 


What  kind  of  cold-weather 
difficulties  have  Alaskan 
United  Methodists  faced? 

Consider  these  facts: 

At  32  degrees,  water 
freezes.  Prolonged  exposure 
causes  water  pipes  to  burst. 

At  minus  35  degrees,  motor 
oil  jells.  Engines  cease  to 
function. 

At  minus  45  degrees,  with  a 
20-mph  wind,  the  wind  chill 
makes  the  air  feel  like  minus 
103  degrees. 

Source:  The  World  Almanac 

UMR  GRAPHIC  BY  TOM  GIBSON 


Sex:  What  does 
the  Bible  say? 

By  M.  GARUNDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE-What  does  the  Bible 
say  about  our  sexuality? 

Should  sexual  practices  and  mores  be 
discussed  in  church?  Do  Christians  some¬ 
times  skirt  issues  of  faith  as  they  relate 
to  their  sexual  beings?  And  what  do  we 
tell  the  kids? 

At  least  250  United  Methodist  leaders 
from  around  the  country  will  tackle 
these  tough  questions  April  7-12  at  a  na¬ 
tional  symposium  for  leaders  in  human 
sexuality  education. 

Along  with  lecture,  workshops  and  Bi¬ 
ble  study  will  be  the  introduction  of  a 
new  Christian  education  curriculum  on 
sexuality  and  Christian  faith  for  all  ages. 

The  series  is  being  produced  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Christian  education  and 
church  school  resource  units. 

Often  parents  of  children  and  youths  op¬ 
pose  sex  education  anywhere  other  than  in 
the  home,  said  Cecile  Beam,  staff  member 
of  the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  sponsor  of  the  event 

“The  best  scenario  is  that  adults  at 
home,  in  church  and  at  school  work  togeth¬ 
er  to  help  children  develop  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  human  sexuality,"  Ms.  Beam  said. 

The  new  study  materials  resources,  still 
in  the  final  writing  and  editing  stages,  out¬ 
line  United  Methodism’s  “Social  Princi¬ 
ples”  as  they  speak  to  issues  of  sexuality 
and  present  related  topics  such  as  AIDS 
and  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  intima¬ 
cy,  marriage,  and  family  concerns. 

"Children  especially”  and  adults  need 
to  hear  what  the  church  has  to  say  about 
issues  that  affect  them  as  sexual  and 
spiritual  beings,  she  added. 


THE  PROBLEM  IS  HUNGER” 


This  little  girl  stood  outside  the 
orphanage  gate,  begging  for 
bread.  She  was  so  thankful  when 
the  Christian  superintendent 
gave  her  something  to  eat. 

Food  for  body  and  spirit  is  pro¬ 
vided  through  the  sponsorship 
program  of  WORLD'S  CHIL¬ 
DREN,  INC.  founded  in  1965  by 
a  Methodist  minister  and  his  wife. 
WCI  seeks  sponsors  for  children 
like  the  young  girl  pictured  above. 

Do  you  care  enough  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  life  of  a  child?  The 
cost  is  $13  a  month-less  than  44C 
a  day-  to  provide  food,  clothing  and 
an  education  for  a  destitute  child. 
WCI  is  U.S  government  approved 
and  all  contributions  are  tax-de¬ 
ductible.  The  corporation  sent  88% 
of  funds  received  overseas  for  the 
children  last  year. 

You'll  receive  full  information 
about  "your"  child:  name,  ad¬ 
dress,  photo.  Needy  children  are 
available  in  Korea,  Puerto  Rico  and 


India. 

Please  write  today: 

1 - 

1  wish  to  sponsor  o  child  whers  the  1 

» 

Enclosed  is  payment  lor  first  month  - 

,  j 

1  Nom*  1 . 

•  Street  J  • 

1  tlxl.  nnH  7tn  1  * 

1 

1 

1 

L__ 

World's  Children,  Inc.  •  ! 

Mrs.  Carol  Ivey.  Director  ‘ 

P.0  Bo*  2979 

Winter  Haven.  FL  33880  1 
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personal  touch  keeps  it  growing 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

NORCROSS,  Ga.— “When  we  came  to 
Norcross  on  Sunday,  March  14,  1982,  we 
said,  ‘Well,  where’s  the  church,  George?’ 
There’s  nothing  out  here!” 

David  Boyd  was  referring  to  the  Rev. 
George  R.  Freeman  Jr,  founding  pastor  of 
Simpsonwood  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Boyd,  now  lay  leader  of  the  congre¬ 
gation,  was  relating  how  he  and  his  family 
of  four  reacted  when  they  arrived  to  at¬ 
tend  the  first  worship  service  at  the  brand- 
new  church.  The  Boyds  couldn’t  believe 
that  the  13  wooded  acres  40  miles  outside 
Atlanta  was  the  site  of  a  congregation. 

“Here  we  were  in  this  wilderness  with 
only  a  couple  hundred  homes  in  the  entire 

Simpsonwood’s 
programs  appeal 
to  all  ages 

A  church  shepherding  program.  At 
Simpsonwood  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  shepherds  call  families 
regularly,  since  many  of  the  adults 
travel  on  their  jobs.  Members  say  it’s 
a  great  comfort  when  they  are  gone 
to  know  that  the  church  family  is  al¬ 
ways  available  in  any  emergency. 

A  “Soup  and  Scripture”  weekday 
night  program.  Simpsonwood  UMC 
volunteers  prepare  homemade  soup 
every  Wednesday  night  for  a  nominal 
charge.  Families  eat  dinner  together; 
then  the  youths  and  adults  have  Bible 
study.  Young  children  have  a  sepa¬ 
rate  program.  As  many  as  70  people 
attend  every  Wednesday  night. 

A  Sunday  School  class  tailor-made 
for  “baby  boomers.’  In  that  class,  one 
recent  topic  was  “Having  a  successful 
career  and  being  a  Christian." 

An  active  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship.  One  month  the  UMYF 
had  a  “pen-pal”  program  so  youths 
could  learn  about  the  connectional 
church.  Each  teen-ager  wrote  some¬ 
one  from  another  United  Methodist 
congregation  in  the  Atlanta  area.  The 
program  ended  by  having  the  “pen¬ 
pals"  hunt  for  each  other  at  a  nearby 
mall. 

A  church  "talent  bank.”  Simpson¬ 
wood  UMC  plans  to  develop  and 
maintain  files  on  the  entire  member¬ 
ship,  so  that  everyone’s  gifts  and 
graces  can  be  used. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Peachtree  Corners  community,  and  he 
wanted  to  start  a  congregation,”  Mr.  Boyd 
said.  “In  fact,  the  community  was  so  empty 
that  we  drove  right  past  it.  The  only  thing 
that  identified  the  church  was  a  trailer  and 
a  mail  box  on  the  side  of  the  road.” 

Two  years  later  Simpsonwood  won  the 
North  Georgia  conference  “Church  of  the 
Year  Award”  in  evangelism.  In  1986  the 
congregation  built  a  $1.7  million  facility. 

Simpsonwood  UMC  continues  to  grow 
right  along  with  the  community  it 
serves.  The  church  has  gone  from  the  ini¬ 
tial  20  people  in  that  1982  service  to  682 
reported  in  1988. 

A  favorable  location  in  a  growing  area 
can  account  for  part  of  the  church’s  rap¬ 
id  growth.  Mr.  Boyd  said  half  of  Simp¬ 
sonwood’s  success  is  seeking  out 
people— particularly  “baby  boomers”— 
and  meeting  their  needs  in  a  Christian 
community  (see  box). 

David  Hirt,  Gwinnett  County  public  in¬ 
formation  officer,  said  the  church’s 
growth  may  seem  amazing,  but  it’s  un¬ 
derstandable  if  you  know  that  the  coun¬ 
ty’s  most  successful  organizations  are 
tailored  to  serve  “baby  boomers”  —peo¬ 
ple  ages  25  to  43. 

“Just  to  show  you  how  fast  the  county 
grew  over  the  past  six  years,  the  total 
population  of  Gwinnett  was  190,800  in 
1982,"  Mr.  Hirt  said.  "At  the  close  of 
1988,  it  was  316,200. 

"To  give  you  another  example,  just 
think  of  Peachtree  Corners  as  a  big  cow 
patch  in  1982.  I  mean,  there  was  nothing 
out  there.  Now  it’s  the  home  of  several 
high  tech  companies  that  have  built  huge 
office  parks  and  thousands  of  upscale 
homes  for  their  young  executives.” 

Other  residents  of  Peachtree  Corners 
include  investment  bankers,  attorneys, 
and  doctors  who  commute  to  Atlanta 
during  the  week  but  want  and  need  to 
have  all  their  activities  right  at  their 
doorstep,  Mr.  Hirt  said.  If  a  church  met 
those  needs,  it  was  bound  to  grow. 

And  Simpsonwood  UMC  met  those 
needs! 

The  church's  current  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Brown,  said  he  has  “been  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  level  of  commitment 
and  participation  in  Simpsonwood.’’ 

Besides  the  increase  in  basic  church 
ministries,  Simpsonwood  UMC  has  ex- 


the  church  today 


UM  Junior  Colleges  named  for 
excellence  bv  national  magazine 

WASHINGTON— Publishers  of  “U.S. 
News  and  World  Report”  magazine  have 
named  two  United  Methodist-related  ju¬ 
nior  colleges  in  a  publication  called, 
“America’s  Best  Colleges.” 

Brevard  (N.C.)  College  and  Lon  Morris 
College  in  Jacksonville,  Texas,  were  cited 
for  their  quality  of  entrance  standards. 

Winnie  Mandela’s  guards  abduct 
youth  from  Methodist  home 

SOWETO,  South  Africa  (RNS)— Im¬ 
prisoned  South  African  leader  Nelson 
Mandela  has  ordered  the  dismissal  of  a 
band  of  youths  serving  as  bodyguards  for 
his  wife,  Winnie  Mandela. 

According  to  the  “Washington  Post,” 
the  action  stemmed  from  the  abduction 
by  the  bodyguards  of  four  youths  from  a 
Methodist  Church  children’s  home  near 
the  Mandela  residence. 

One  youth  claimed  he  was  beaten,  but 
Mrs.  Mandela  said  the  youths  were  re¬ 
moved  from  the  Methodist  home  for 
their  own  protection  after  complaints 
were  received  that  they  had  been  sexual¬ 
ly  molested  there. 

The  order  to  disband  the  group  of 
bodyguards,  who  travel  with  Mrs.  Man¬ 
dela  as  the  Mandela  United  Soccer 


POSITION  OPEN 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has 
an  immediate  opening  for  a  person 
with  proven  promotional  skills,  an 
ability  to  relate  to  United  Methodists 
of  every  bent,  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  church  and  an  appreciation  of 
how  a  newspaper  like  the  Reporter 
can  support  and  enhance  the 
church’s  ministry.  Ideal  person  will 
have  a  college  degree;  high  levels  of 
energy  and  creativity;  previous  ad¬ 
vertising,  public  relations  and/or 
marketing  experience;  and  an  active 
Christian  commitment.  Job  involves 
travel,  re-location  to  Dallas.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact  Richard  Stark, 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Ac¬ 
tion  Employer. 


Team,  is  in  keeping  with  the  stated  wish¬ 
es  of  some  of  South  Africa’s  most  promi¬ 
nent  black  leaders,  including  Anglican 
Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu. 

Red  Bird  School  earns 
accreditation  from  state 

BEVERLY,  Ky.— United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Red  Bird  School  in  the  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  for  full  accreditation  by  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Department  of  Education.  The 
67-year-old  school  is  a  private  institution 
now  serving  a  three-county  area  in  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  state. 

The  chairman  of  the  team  that  in¬ 
spected  the  school  said  state  officials 
"could  have  gone  into  almost  any  school 
in  Kentucky,  private  or  public,  and  not 
found  fewer  deficiencies.”  The  school 
serves  students  attending  first  grade 
through  high  school. 

Native  American  elected 
Anglican  Canadian  bishop 

SASKATOON.  Saskatchewan  (RNS)— 
The  Rev.  Charles  John  Arthurson  has 
been  elected  the  first  Native  American 
bishop  of  the  Anglican  Church  of  Canada. 

Father  Arthurson,  51,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way  House,  Manitoba,  to  a  Cree  Indian 
mother  and  a  father  of  Scottish  descent. 
He  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  Au¬ 
gust  1972  and  has  served  as  a  supervisor 
of  nine  satellite  missions  in  the  Keewatin 
Diocese,  reaching  his  destinations  by 
plane  from  Big  Trout  Lake,  Ontario. 

In  early  1989,  Father  Arthurson  will  be 
consecrated  as  suffragan,  or  assistant,  to 
Bishop  Tom  Morgan  of  Saskatchewan. 

United  Bible  Societies 
plans  shipment  to  Cuba 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  United  Bible 
Societies  have  been  given  permission  to 
ship  50,000  Bibles  to  evangelical 
churches  in  Cuba  next  year. 

The  Rev.  Raul  Suarez,  president  of  the 
Ecumenical  Council  of  Cuba,  said  the 
project  was  sparked  by  a  visit  made  to 
Cuban  Premier  Fidel  Castro  last  March 
by  the  Rev.  Denton  Lotz,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance. 

'Mr.  Suarez  said  Mr.  Castro  had  re¬ 
marked  at  the  time  that  an  educated  per- 
soij  should  read  the  Bible.  He  said  Dr. 
Lotz  subsequently  sent  a  letter  to  the  Cu¬ 
ban  premier  offering  to  send  50,000  Bi¬ 
bles  to  the  Cuban  churches. 


OBERAMMERGAU 
PASSION  PLAY  1990 

1 4  Day  Escorted  Tour  Programs  Between  May  &  Sept.  1 990.  Featuring  Austria-Germany- 
Swrtzerland.  Tailor  Madefor  Methodist  Travelers.  Highlighted  by  Meetings  with  Swiss 
Methodists.  This  “People  Meet  People’  Idea  Has  Been  Given  Active  &  Kind  Support  By 
The  Bishop  Of  Central  &  Southern  Europe,  Dr.  Franz  Schaefer! 
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4000  EASTON  DR..  SUITE  121  •  BAKERSFIELD,  CALIFORNIA.  93309.  USA 
CALIFORNIA  (000)  828-9001  •  NATIONWIDE  (800)  332-6823  •  LOCAL  (805)  325-7899 


panded  its  involvement  in  mission  and 
outreach  beyond  the  local  church. 

"Our  giving  to  the  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  of  Georgia  increased 
from  less  than  $100  in  1987  to  $2,274  in 
1988,”  he  said. 

"Since  my  arrival  in  June,  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  69  members.  Our  Sunday  school 
continues  to  grow,  and  we’re  stretching 
our  facilities  to  the  limit.  We’ve  had  to 
move  (the  youth  ministry]  out  of  the 
trailer  because  of  numbers.  The  level  of 
enthusiasm  for  our  youth  and  children’s 
ministries  is  inspiring.” 

The  church  always  schedules  specific 
activities  for  children  and  youths.  It  has 
a  confirmation  class  twice  a  year.  The 
last  one  had  23  junior  high  students. 

Mr.  Boyd  said  creating  program  isn’t 
the  hardest  part  of  the  congregation’s 
evangelism.  He  said  the  hardest  part  is 
getting  people  to  commit  themselves  to 
the  church. 

"A  lot  of  times,  people  will  come  into 
those  doors  and  say,  ‘I  just  want  a  church 
for  my  family.  I’m  not  here  to  work.’ 

“What  keeps  them  coming  is  the  one- 
to-one,  personal  contact.  I  ask  these  peo¬ 
ple  individually,  ‘What  are  you  looking 
for  in  a  church?’  ” 

“ The  Church  Aflame”  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically, 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  financial  obligations  and 
offering  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVAL1,:: 

INUKCROSS,  Ga.— The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Brown,  pastor  of  Simpsonwood  United  Methodist  Church,  delivers  two 
sermons  every  Sunday-one  for  the  entire  congregation  and  one  tailor-made  for  children.  Members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  say  attention  to  children  is  one  reason  the  church  is  growing  so  fast.  Simpsonwood  UMC  ministers  to  every 
age-level  in  the  family. 
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JAYUYA,  Puerto  Rico— The  Rev.  Miguel  Arroyo,  pastor  of  the  Mameyes 
United  Methodist  Church  just  outside  Jayuya,  shows  the  pharmacy  at  the 
Rev.  Wenceslao  Marrero  Health  and  Dispensary  Center.  This  mission  project 
provides  medical  care  and  health  education  for  the  mountain  community. 

Clinic,  camp  provide 
hope,  health  for  island 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

JAYUYA,  Puerto  Rico— Mameyes 
United  Methodist  Church  near  Jayuya 
(pronounced  Ha-u-ya)  is  one  of  the  oldest 
congregations  in  the  Puerto  Rico  Annual 
Conference. 

It’s  also  home  of  two  mission  projects 
funded  by  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church— the  denomination’s  program  of 
designated,  second-mile  giving. 

Those  projects,  situated  in  a  rural 
mountain  setting  about  60  miles  south¬ 
west  of  San  Juan,  are  the  Rev.  Wences¬ 
lao  Marrero  Health  and  Dispensary 
Center  and  the  Bishop  Fred  P.  Corson 
Camp. 

The  Rev.  Miguel  Arroyo,  pastor  of  the 
Mameyes  UMC,  founded  in  1903,  said, 
that  to  understand  the  importance  of 
these  two  mission  programs,  one  must 
know  the  living  conditions  of  the  people. 

“The  people  of  Mameyes  are  very 
poor,”  said  Mr.  Arroyo.  “An  average 
wage  earner  makes  between  $9  and  $15  a 
day,  mostly  working  in  the  coffee  fields 
to  support  a  family  of  maybe  five.  At 
least  90  percent  of  the  residents  are  re¬ 
ceiving  some  kind  of  social  welfare. 

"After  food,  clothing,  and  shelter,  they 
can’t  afford  much  else.” 

With  that  in  mind,  Puerto  Rico  United 
Methodists  have  made  preventive  health 
care  and  camping  ministries  priorities  in 
that  conference. 

District  superintendent  the  Rev.  Myr- 
iam  Visot  added,  “It  is  our  desire  to  show 
the  community  that  we  care  not  only  for 
their  spiritual  well-being  but  also  for 
their  physical  health.” 

Mr.  Arroyo  said  the  health  and  dispen¬ 
sary  center  is  the  only  program  of  its 
kind  in  his  community.  The  town’s  peo¬ 
ple  use  the  center  frequently  since  it’s  in¬ 
convenient  to  travel  down  the  mountain 
to  a  drug  store  or  pharmacy. 

People  also  receive  medical  assistance. 

Through  a  $20,000  grant  from  the  Puerto 
Rican  government,  a  local  physician 
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No  gift  too  small 

comes  to  the  clinic  three  times  a  week. 

With  gifts  from  the  Advance,  confer¬ 
ence  officials  will  purchase  an  ambu¬ 
lance  to  take  emergency  patients  to  the 
nearest  hospital,  which  is  two  hours 
away  in  Arecibo. 

“Those  gifts  will  also  support  a  full-time 
doctor,  which  is  greatly  needed  here,”  said 
Mr.  Arroyo.  "Once  we  had  four  doctors 
come  down  from  the  [United]  States  and 
brought  equipment  and  medicine  during 
one  week.  When  the  word  got  around,  we 
had  350  people  here. 

"If  we  could  pay  a  doctor  full-time,  we 
could  teach  people  preventive  medicine.” 

At  the  bottom  of  a  steep  hill  several 
yards  from  the  health  center  is  the  Bish¬ 
op  Fred  P.  Corson  Camp,  also  directed 
by  Mr.  Arroyo. 

The  camp  was  founded  33  years  ago  by 
Methodists  in  the  Philadelphia  episcopal 
area,  which  includes  Puerto  Rico,  as  a 
summer  program  for  youths  who  had 
never  been  away  from  the  inner  city. 

Now  the  camp  is  open  year-round  to 
groups  throughout  the  Puerto  Rico  con¬ 
ference.  It  has  served  as  many  as  180 
youths  during  a  weekly  program. 

Gifts  to  assist  these  mission  projects 
can  be  sent  via  any  annual  conference 
treasurer  and  designated  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  Advance  numbers:  “Jayuya  Dispen¬ 
sary,  Mameyes,  Puerto  Rico,”  No. 
352431-8  and  “Puerto  Rico  Conference 
Camping  Center,”  No.  352692-2. 


Stop  promoting  UMC, 
Presbyterian  advises 


By  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER— Let’s  stop  fast-food-type 
competition  among  denominations. 

That  was  part  of  the  closing  worship 
service  message  at  the  recent  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  Week  of  Graduate 
Lectures  and  Rocky  Mountain  Pastors’ 
School  in  Denver. 

The  Rev.  David  G.  Buttrick,  a  Presby¬ 
terian  and  professor  of  homiletics  and  li¬ 
turgies  at  Vanderbilt  University  Divinity 
School  in  Nashville,  noted  that  Jesus 
prayed  that  the  church  would  be  "one.” 

Based  on  that  prayer,  Dr.  Buttrick  called 
denominationalism  “evil”  and  “wrong.” 

“If  you’re  an  honest  Christian,”  he 
thundered  to  the  nearly  600  predomi¬ 
nantly  United  Methodist  ministers  in  the 
audience,  “the  next  time  you’re  told  to 
push  the  denomination,  you're  not  going 
to  bother — ” 

His  was  only  one  of  many  stark  mes¬ 
sages  during  the  four-day  event. 

Others: 

•  The  Holocaust  was  terrible  but  so  is 
the  displacement  of  Palestinians.  Key¬ 
note  speaker  Mubarak  Awad  urged  that 
U.S.  sympathies  encompass  both  those 
who  suffered  from  the  Holocaust  and 
those  who  lost  their  homes  when  Israel 
was  formed  in  1948. 

Mr.  Awad  is  a  Palestinian  Christian 
who  was  deported  from  Israel  last  June 
for  encouraging  civil  disobedience 
among  his  people. 

•  Christianity  may  not  be  the  only  true 
religion.  Dr.  Diana  Eck  wondered  if 
Christians,  Hindus  and  Buddhists  "all  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  same  God  and  see  God  from 
different  perspectives.”  Dr  Eck  is  a 
United  Methodist  and  professor  of  com¬ 
parative  religion  and  Indian  studies  at 
Harvard  University. 

•The  Roman  Catholic  Church  must 
admit  its  mistakes.  The  Rev.  Charles 


“If  you’re  an  honest 
Christian,  the  next  time 
you’re  told  to  push  the 
denomination,  you’re 
not  going  to  bother.” 

— David  G.  Buttrick 


Curran  discussed  tensions  in  the  Roman/ 
Catholic  Church  regarding  the  role  o C 
women  and  teachings  on  artificial  con¬ 
traception,  homosexuality,  divorce  and 
abortion.  Dr.  Curran  is  appealing  his  dis¬ 
missal  from  his  teaching  duties  at  Catho-’ 
lie  University  in  Washington  in  1986 
because  of  his  liberal  views. 

•  Penalize  the  minister  financially  if 
his  or  her  church  doesn’t  pay  its  fair 
share  of  denominational  askings  (appor¬ 
tionments).  Denver  Area  Bishop  Roy 
Sano  presented  the  idea  of  asking  minis¬ 
ters  to  step  aside  if  they  accept  pay 
raises  from  churches  whose  apportion¬ 
ment  payments  are  declining.  That  idea 
surprised  many  ministers  attending  a 
“Partners  in  Ministry  Luncheon.” 

During  a  question-and-answer  session, 
Harvard's  Dr.  Eck  asked  Dr.  Curran  how 
ordination  of  women  might  come  about 
within  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and, 
if  it  does,  whether  the  Episcopalian  mod¬ 
el  might  be  used.  That  model  involves  an 
individual  bishop  taking  it  upon  himself 
to  ordain  one  woman. 

No,  said  Dr.  Curran.  According  to  Ra¬ 
man  Catholic  law,  candidates  for  ordina¬ 
tion  must  be  male.  So  any  other  ordination 
would  be  illegal,  and  change  could  occur 
only  if  a  majority  of  bishops  persuades  the 
pope  that  the  church  has  been  wrong  and 
that  women  should  be  ordained. 

Ms.  Healy  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Golden,  Colo. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

INSTITUTE  FOR  CONGREGATIONAL  Analysis 
and  Development-  Innovative  ways  to  understand 
congregational  life  and  mission,  and  now  perspec¬ 
tives  on  openings  for  ministry  in  your  congrega¬ 
tion.  A  ten-day  intensive  seminar  with  lecture, 

NEEDED:  ACCOMPANIMENT  TAPE  (cassette  or 

reel-to-reel)  of  the  musical  "Scarecrow"  by  Tim 
Simon  and  Dennis  Shippy.  If  you  have  or  know  of 
such  a  tape,  please  contact:  Jeff  Bradford.  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  3536  NW  8th  Avenue, 
Gainesville,  FL  32605.  Or  call:  (904)  376-6615. 

discussion,  ana  field  research,  conducted  by  the 
Congregational  Studies  Project  team.  Co-spon¬ 
sored  with  Candler  School  of  Theology,  July  10-19, 
1989  For  information  write:  Dr.  Thomas  El  Frank, 
Rollins  Center  for  Church  Ministries,  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta, 
GA  30322  or  call:  (404)  727-6331.  ! 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Housing 
possible,  suburban  D.C.;  salary,  benefits  competi¬ 
tive.  Send  resume,  salary  needs  to:  Good  Shepherd 
UMC,  9701  New  Hampshire  Avenue,  Silver  Spring, 
MD  20903,  attention  Search  Committee. 

CHRISTIAN  CARTOONS  FOR  NEWSLETTERS 
or  church  bulletins.  Send  SASE  for  free  informa¬ 
tion  to:  StevertS.  Dept.  UMR,  227  N.  Palm.  Janes¬ 
ville.  WI  53545. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  4300- 
member  church.  Responsibility  overseeing  all  of 
youth  ministries.  Salary  and  benefits  are  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume  or  contact:  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed, 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  10230  Molly- 
lea  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815.  (504)  924-6269. 

METHODIST  BOOKS  ABOUT  JOHN  WESLEY,  bi¬ 
ographies  and  Methodist  materials  for  sale.  Write: 
G.W.  Gatlin,  66  Parkwood,  Gilmer,  TX  75644  for 
listings. 

CHURCHWORKS  WITH  CLERGY/TAX-88: 
church  management  application  templates  for 
IBM  and  Apple  II  compatible  computers  (and  oth¬ 
ers).  $40.00  Ppd.  Templates  work  with: 
AlphaWorks,  Appleworks,  DoReMe,  Eight-In-One, 
First  Choice,  Microsoft  Works,  PC  Quintet,  etc. 
ChurchWorks  includes:  attendance;  contributions; 
budgeting  and  accounting;  planning,  goal  setting, 
and  evaluation;  committee  work;  music  and  wor¬ 
ship;  church  school,  and  more.  Clergy/Tax-88  is 
designed  especially  to  help  clergy  with  1988  tax  re¬ 
turns.  Send  for  details:  Software  Sharing  Minis¬ 
tries,  P.O.  Box  657,  Sitka,  AK  99835. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  DIRECTOR  Hennepin 
Church  Counseling  Center,  affiliated  with  Henne¬ 
pin  Avenue  UMC  is  seeking  an  administrative  di¬ 
rector,  responsible  for  the  center's  marketing, 
administrative,  and  financial  operations.  Qualifi¬ 
cations  include  BA/Business,  two  years  experience 
in  small  business  or  non-profit  agency  with  finan¬ 
cial/marketing/administrative  responsibilities. 
Compensation  commensurate  with  qualifications 
and  experience.  Resumes  due  February  28.  1989. 
Send  resume  and  salary  requirements  to:  Dr.  Jona¬ 
than  Leonard,  Hennepin  Church  Counseling  Cen¬ 
ter,  1730  Clifton  Place,  Suite  202,  Minneapolis,  MN 
55403.  An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

AFRICAN  INSTITUTE:  NOTRE  DAME'S  twenti¬ 
eth,  for  Christians  preparing  to  serve  in  Africa,  5- 
30  June.  Information:  Peter  Walshe,  Department 
of  Government,  University  of  Notre  Dame,  Notre 
Dame,  IN  46556.  Phone:  (219)  232-0743  or  239-7312. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for 
2700-member  church  with  graded  choir  program. 
Requires  training  in  sacred  music  and  minimum 
of  three  years'  experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Dr.  Ben  R.  Chamness,  1799  Woodland 
Hills.  Kingwood,  TX  77339. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067.627-9507. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  Di¬ 
rector  for  2700-member  church  with  large  youth 
proeram.  Training  and  experience  desirable.  Other 
skills  (music  or  singles  ministry)  optional.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr  Ben  R.  Chamness. 
1799  Woodland  Hills,  Kingwood.  TX  77339. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton.  TX  78358. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  MINISTRIES  in 
large,  downtown  church  with  established,  growing 
ministry  with  children  and  families.  Send  resume 
to:  Reverend  Bob  Bushong,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  142  East  Jackson  Street,  Orlando,  FL  32801. 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street,  San  Francis¬ 
co,  CA  94109  (415)  673-6768. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  MINISTRIES/ Pro¬ 
gram.  1100-member  growing,  suburban  church  is 
seeking  director  of  children's  ministries,  Christian 
education  experience.  Oversee  weekday,  nursery, 
music  programs;  staff  family  life  work  area.  Send 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson,  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 

resume  or  contact:  Dr.  Lutgen,  1321  NE  Vivion 
Road,  Kansas  City,  MO  64118.  Phone:  (816)  452- 
2939. 

WESLEYAN  HERITAGE  STUDY/TOUR,  Great 
Britain,  March  31-  April  15.  Over  20  cities  and 
towns.  C.E.U.  credit.  $1730.  from  Dallas,  Atlanta 
and  Chicago.  Texas  Wesleyan  U.,  Box  50010,  Fort 
Worth,  TX  76105-0010.  (817)  534-0251. 

"COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock¬ 
ies".  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 

family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/resource  staff 
and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38,  Woodland 
Park.  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 
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Nobel  laureate  criticizes  Israel 

Archbishop  Tutu  denounces  Jewish  treatment  of  Palestinians 


By  GARY  O’GUINN 
Religious  News  Service 

•  NEW  YORK— Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu,  after  be¬ 
ing  honored  by  a  Jewish  group  as  a  model  of  "courage 
aiid  commitment”  to  social  justice,  for  the  first  time 
publicly  criticized  Israel’s  treatment  of  Palestinians 
as  a  “direct  contradiction”  of  Jewish  faith  and  history. 

'  Speaking  to  the  issue  of  black-Jewish  relations  at  the 
invitation  of  the  Stephen  Wise  Free  Synagogue,  the  black 
Anglican  archbishop  repeated  his  denunciation  of  Israeli 
collaboration  with  the  South  African  government. 

-  Jewish  relations  with  South  African  and  American 
blacks,  he  said,  will  not  improve  “until  Israel  repudi¬ 
ates  and  distances  itself  from  the  government  of  South 
Africa.” 

•  The  1984  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner’s  statement  was 
greeted  with  loud  applause  by  the  largely  sympathetic, 
1;, 000-member  audience. 

But,  he  added,  relations  “won’t  improve  significantly” 
until  the  question  of  justice  for  Palestinians  is  settled. 

Joint  venture  for  laureates  proposed 

Archbishop  Tutu  apparently  surprised  the  crowd  by 
proposing  that  he  and  fellow  Peace  Prize  recipient 
Elie  Wiesel  “jointly  be  mediators  in  this  matter.” 

Acknowledging  he  had  not  consulted  Mr.  Wiesel  be¬ 
forehand,  he  said  “I  offer  myself  humbly  as  one  com¬ 


mitted  to  justice,  reconciliation  and  peace.” 

Mr.  Wiesel,  who  won  the  Nobel  in  1986,  has  said  that 
he  is  incapable  of  criticizing  Israel. 

Citing  the  Jewish  commitment  to  the  civil  rights 
movement,  congregation  president  Frank  Z.  Ashen 
said  it  was  fitting  for  Archbishop  Tutu  to  be  speaking 
from  the  same  pulpit  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  used  25 
years  ago  to  speak  difficult  words. 

Introducing  the  archbishop,  Senior  Rabbi  Balfour 
Brickner  seemed  to  anticipate  Archbishop  Tutu’s  later 
criticism  of  Israeli-South  African  cooperation. 

“The  American  Jewish  reaction  to  apartheid,”  he 
said,  is  not  dependent  on  what  “Israel  did,  does  or  does 
not  do”  in  relation  to  the  South  African  government. 

Rabbi  Brickner  also  dismissed  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment’s  policy  of  constructive  engagement  with  the 
South  African  apartheid  regime  as  “neither  construc¬ 
tive  or  engaging,  little  more  than  smoke  and  mirrors.” 

The  archbishop  prefaced  his  critical  analysis  of  black- 
Jewish  relations  by  acknowledging  the  tremendous  assis¬ 
tance  of  South  African  Jews  in  opposing  apartheid. 

‘Where  would  we  be  without  Jews?’ 

Later,  answering  a  question  about  whether  there 
would  be  a  place  for  Jews  in  a  fully  democratic  South 
Africa,  he  said,  “Where  would  we  (South  African 
blacks)  be  without  them,  our  best  lawyers,  our  best 


doctors?  Just  out  of  self  interest  alone  we  have  to  have 
a  place  for  them.” 

He  also  thanked  American  Jews  who  have  protested 
“against  apartheid  and  for  justice  and  peace  in  our  land.’’ 

The  archbishop  condemned  categorically  all  forms  of 
terrorism  and  anti-Semitism,  but  said  Jews  were  too 
quick  to  label  any  criticism  of  Israel  as  anti-Semitic. 

Confronting  the  question  of  Israel’s  treatment  of 
Palestinians  publicly  for  the  first  time  was  difficult, 
the  archbishop  said. 

“I  have  not  spoken  on  this  question  before  tonight 
for  fear  of  being  called  anti-Semitic.  I  find  it  very, 
very  difficult  to  understand  Israel’s  policy. 

“Jews,  having  been  dispossessed,  can’t  allow  the 
(Israeli)  government  to  dispossess  others.  Jews,  having 
been  victims,  can’t  make  others  victims.” 

“It’s  such  a  horrorific  contradiction”  of  Jewish  his¬ 
tory  and  tradition,  he  charged. 

The  Capetown  archbishop  explored  the  spiritual  leg¬ 
acy  shared  by  Christians  and  Jews. 

“The  gift  God  gave  us  in  the  Jews  is  priceless,”  he 
said,  calling  the  election  of  the  chosen  people  an  elec¬ 
tion  for  service  to  others. 

Citing  the  rich  commitment  to  justice  in  the  Jewish 
prophets,  the  archbishop  said  faithfulness  to  God’s  voca¬ 
tion  also  entailed  the  mystery  of  suffering  for  others. 
“Our  salvation  (Christians)  is  from  the  Jews,”  he  said. 


Gloomy  forecast 

U.S.  Protestantism  seen  flailing  about  in  ‘ a  valley  of  dry  bones 9 


JAMES  R.  OWEN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  head  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Baptist  Churches  in  the  USA  says 
that  mainline  U.S.  Protestantism  is  flail¬ 
ing  about  in  “a  valley  of  dry  bones.” 

The  cure,  he  said,  lies  in  becoming  a 
“more  inviting  and  evangelizing  commu¬ 
nity  of  faith.” 

The  Rev.  Daniel  E.  Weiss,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  denomination  based  in  Val¬ 
ley  Forge,  Pa.,  made  the  remarks  during 
a  sermon  at  New  York’s  Riverside 
Church,  affiliated  with  the  American 
Baptist  Churches. 

Taking  his  theme  from  Ezekiel,  the 
church  executive  said  most  mainline 
church  bodies  have  lost  their  appeal  for 


much  of  American  society. 

“It  does  not  take  much  reflection  or 
analysis  to  recognize  that  theologically, 
spiritually  and  institutionally  these  are 
very  difficult  times  for  the  groups  which 
once  dominated  American  religious 
life,”  said  Dr.  Weiss. 

After  the  service,  he  said  “our 
churches  have  become  so  sophisticated 
that  many  of  them  have  become  embar¬ 
rassed  about  being  ‘religious.’  ” 

He  attributed  much  of  the  problem  to 
the  mainline  churches’  preoccupation 
with  institutional  concerns  and  a  failure 
to  satisfy  the  nation’s  spiritual  hunger. 

The  Baptist  executive’s  gloomy  assess¬ 
ment  is  far  from  new  these  days,  but  it 


Call  to  ‘disestablish’ 
likely  to  go  nowhere 


By  AUSTIN  CARLEY 
Religious  News  Service 
BOURNE,  England— Anglican  Bishop 
Colin  Buchanan  has  voiced  the  strongly 
held  views  of  many  politicians  and 
church  people  in  calling  for  the  “dises¬ 
tablishment”  of  the  Church  of  England 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  3).  Yet  his  call  for  action 
is  unlikely  to  be  heeded. 


Burned  cross 
raised  again 

By  DICK  O’DONNELL 

Two  members  of  Emmanuel 
Episcopal  Church  in  Kailua,  Hawaii, 
came  to  the  rescue  recently  when  a 
helping  hand  was  needed  by  parish¬ 
ioners  at  nearby  St.  Anthony’s  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church. 

“Had  it  not  been  for  Chandler 
Rowe  Jr.,  and  Bob  Merriam  of  Elm- 
manual  Episcopal  Church,”  said  the 
Rev.  George  Rozycki,  St.  Anthony’s 
pastor,  “our  crucifix  would  not  be  dis¬ 
played  on  the  wall  of  our  church.” 

The  cross  was  charred  and  almost 
destroyed  when  fire  gutted  the 
church’s  interior  in  1982. 

In  time,  the  church  was  re¬ 
stored— except  for  the  cross  above 
the  organ  where  the  fire  broke  out. 

After  the  fire,  the  cross  was 
stored  away,  because  the  figure  of 
Christ  on  it  appeared  to  be  intact. 
However,  when  any  part  of  the  cru¬ 
cifix  was  touched,  it  would  crumble. 

Earlier  this  year,  parishioners  de¬ 
cided  to  see  what  could  be  done  to 
preserve  the  crucifix. 

The  Rev.  Jack  Schumaker,  Em¬ 
manuel’s  rector,  was  contacted  for 
advice,  and  he  suggested  a  member 
of  his  flock,  Mr.  Rowe,  an  expert  on 
plastics  be  contacted. 

“Originally,  it  was  thought  the 
cross  could  be  preserved  by  cover¬ 
ing  it  with  plastic,”  said  Mr.  Rowe. 
“This  would  work,  but  there  was  a 
magnificence  about  the  burned 
cross  I  felt  should  be  preserved,  if 
possible. 

“I  contacted  Bob  Merriam,  a  for¬ 
estry  expert  tvho  knows  a  lot  about 
wood,”  he  said.  “He  also  attends 
Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church. 

‘)I  figured  he  might  be  able  to 
come  up  with  something  that  would 
preserve  the  burned  wood." 

Mr.  Merriam  and  Mr.  Rowe 
worked  on  the  project  for  three 
months.  They  finally  came  up  with  a 
chemical  spray  they  felt  would 
work.  It  would  not  coat  the  cross.  In¬ 
stead,  it  would  seep  into  the  wood, 
and  hopefully  solidify  the  crucifix. 

It  did!  The  charred  cross  was 
saved  and  rededicated  at  St.  Antho¬ 
ny  in  October. 

The  crucifix  has  taken  on  special 
qualities  because  of  its  charred  ap¬ 
pearance. 

It  has  been  described  as  “haunt¬ 
ing,”  “inspiring,”  “absolutely  beauti¬ 
ful"  and  even  "awesome"  by  visitors 
who  flock  to  the  church  to  view  it. 

Mr.  O'Donnell  is  a  free-lance  writ¬ 
er  in  Hawaii. 
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Extension 

Programs 

in 

SPIRITUAL  DIRECTION 

Ecumenical,  part-time,  available  for  clergy,  re¬ 
ligious,  counselors,  laity  who  want  support  and 
deepening  in  their  ministries  of  spiritual  guid¬ 
ance  with  individuals  and  groups.  Graduate 
credit  from  Washington  Theological  Union  op¬ 
tional.  Special  emphasis  given  to  contemplative 
traditions.  Both  programs  include  two  11 -day 
residencies  in  Washington  as  well  as  monitored 
work  in  your  own  locale.  Residencies  for  one  of 
the  programs  will  be  in  the  winter;  for  the  other 
program  they  will  be  in  the  summer. 

Staff  includes  Tilden  Edwards,  Gerald  May,  Rose 
Mary  Dougherty,  Shaun  McCarty  and  others. 

Application  deadlines:  May  IS,  1989  (winter  resi¬ 
dency),  September  1,  1989  (summer  residency) 
Shalem  Institute  for  Spiritual  Formation,  Mount  St. 
Alban,  Washington,  D.C.  20016.  (202)  966-7050. 


does  add  weight  to  what  may  be  a  widen¬ 
ing  consensus  among  church  leaders  that 
serious  changes  are  in  order  within 
mainline  Protestantism. 

American  Baptist  churches  have  long 
had  a  low  profile  within  mainline  Protes¬ 
tantism.  The  denomination  has  1.6  mil¬ 
lion  members  in  5,800  congregations 
nationwide,  most  of  which  are  clustered 
around  urban  centers.  Nearly  40  percent 
of  its  members  are  ethnic  minorities. 

One  of  the  denomination’s  most  visible 
ministries  has  been  its  energetic  reset¬ 
tlement  of  refugees  from  troubled  lands 
overseas  through  Church  World  Service, 
a  division  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  The  ABC  has  consistently 


ranked  at  or  near  the  top  in  its  resettle¬ 
ment  numbers,  and  it  has  been  a  deter¬ 
mined  national  advocate  for  the  rights  of 
immigrants  and  undocumented  aliens. 

Dr.  Weiss  concedes  that  the  ABC  spent 
much  of  the  past  decade  in  an  institution¬ 
al  reorganization,  which  “drained  some 
of  our  creative  energies  for  mission.” 

He  also  characterized  the  ABC  as  a 
“kind  of  bridge  denomination,”  linking 
evangelical  and  traditional  mainline 
agendas. 

This  past  year,  the  ABC  moved  to 
adopt  observer  status  in  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  Evangelicals.  The  ABC  was 
a  charter  member  of  both  National  and 
World  council  of  churches. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

SAN  FRANCISCO— This  collage  by  Lance  Woodruff  symbolizes  South 
African  Anglican  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu’s  “courageous  service  in  the  name 
of  all  people,”  according  to  the  art  work’s  sponsoring  body,  a  coalition  of  re¬ 
ligious,  labor  and  community  organizations  in  San  Francisco.  See  related 
story  at  left. 

Possible  restrictions 
worry  Chinese  church 


By  DAVID  LIN 
Religious  News  Service 
HONG  KONG— Christians  in  Hong 
Kong  are  worried  that  a  recently  enacted 
law  requiring  registration  of  places  of 
worship  in  a  south  China  province  will 


Since  the  Reformation,  the  Church  of 
England  has  been  state-controlled. 

In  practice,  Parliament  still  has  the  fi¬ 
nal  say  in  the  affairs  of  the  church,  so 
that  if  British  Anglicans  eventually  ap¬ 
prove  women  in  the  priesthood,  Parlia¬ 
mentary  approval  will  still  be  needed. 

Many  devout  Anglicans  are  unhappy 
that  politicians,  many  of  whom  are  not 
Anglicans,  have  the  final  say  in  their 
church’s  decision-making. 

In  his  Jan.  6  article  in  the  small-circu¬ 
lation  but  influential  “Christian  Week,” 
Bishop  Buchanan  wrote,  “Once  upon  a 
time  the  monarch  and  Parliament  (King 
Henry  VHI)  nationalized  the  Church  of 
England,  required  the  submission  of  the 
clergy  and  put  in  its  own  managers. 

“Step  by  step  the  resultant  state  cor¬ 
poration  has  been  semi-privatized.  But 
the  state  still  holds  shares,  though,  if  we 
may  change  the  picture,  the  remaining 
threads  which  still  bind  the  two  institu¬ 
tions  together  look  frail  indeed,  and  will 
get  frailer  still  and  probably  snap  if  the 
state  side  tries  to  use  the  threads  to  pull 
the  church  into  line  at  any  point.” 

Down  the  centuries  there  has  been  resis¬ 
tance  to  a  state-controlled  church.  In  the 
16th  and  17th  centuries,  objections  were 
generally  on  theological  grounds. 

Roman  Catholics  saw  the  crown  as  the 
usurper  of  papal  privilege.  Fundamen¬ 
talists  and  evangelicals  objected  to  the 
crown’s  dictates,  which  caused  the  Puri¬ 
tans  to  embark  for  America. 

Bishop  Buchanan  and  his  supporters, 
estimated  at  one-third  of  the  church’s 
members,  prefer  the  United  States  type 
of  separation  of  church  and  state. 

The  other  two-thirds  insist  that  dises¬ 
tablishment  would  be  an  admission  that 
Britain  is  no  longer  a  Christian  society. 

“The  state  for  its  part  clearly  does  not 
now  acknowledge  the  God  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,”  Bishop  Buchanan  wrote. 

But  his  arguments  fail  to  persuade 
Conservative  establishmentarians,  who 
note  that  the  monarch  is  still  anointed  in 
a  medieval  coronation  ceremony  and 
royal  weddings  and  confirmations  are 
also  important  church  ceremonies.  Both 
houses  of  Parliament  still  start  each  ses¬ 
sion  with  prayers  from  the  Anglican 
Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

Most  politicians  consider  church-state 
relations  to  be  of  low  priority.  And 
though  Anglicans  now  number  less  than 
one  in  10  Britons,  most  are  determined 
to  hold  on  to  their  privileged  status. 


Dear  Deborah 

‘Funeral’  letter  stimulates  mail 


Dear  Readers: 

The  letter  from  the  pastor  who 
lost  some  people  because  he  could 
not  come  home  for  a  funeral 
touched  off  a  lot  of  mail. 

The  main  message  from  you 
readers  is  that  the  pastor's- first  re¬ 
sponsibility  is  to  the  congregation. 

Most  thought  the  pastor  should 
have  come  home.  Others  offered  a 
variety  of  suggestions  of  other 
things  the  senior  pastor  might  have 
done. 

It  was  also  lamented  that  not 
enough  information  was  given. 

1  hope  we  can  all  learn  a  lesson 
from  this.  Most  of  the  time  we  do 
not  have  enough  information,  cer¬ 
tainly  never  do  we  have  ALL  the 
information,  needed  to  make 
judgments  about  another  per¬ 
son's  situation.  So  perhaps  we 
should  be  much  slower  to  judge  or 
condemn  another. 

Another  reader  wrote  that 
counseling  can  be  understood  as 


listening  and  can  be  done  by  cler¬ 
gy  and  lay  people  who  do  not 
have  professional  training  in 
counseling.  1  heartily  agree  and 
think  this  is  desperately  needed  in 
most  congregations. 

However,  I  believe  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  that  those  who  do  this  kind 
of  listening  ministry  should  have 
a  professional  who  can  offer  su¬ 
pervision  and  guidance  so  that  a 
person  who  has  a  serious  problem 
can  be  referred  to  a  competent 
professional  who  can  offer  more 
therapy  and  help  when  listening 
is  not  enough. 

Dear  Deborah; 

After  reading  your  article  respond¬ 
ing  to  the  question  “How  can  the 
church  patch  up  a  rift  over  a  memori¬ 
al  gift?”  I  recognize  the  need  for  a 
memorial  policy. 

Do  you  have  a  copy  of  a  church  me¬ 
morial  policy? 

A  church  Elder 


Dear  “Elder”: 

I  regret  I  cannot  send  what  you 
ask  for.  However,  in  many  confer¬ 
ences  or  denominations  there  is  a 
foundation  or  other  agency  that 
handles  bequests,  wills  and  so 
forth,  which  should  be  able  to 
supply  what  you  are  looking  for. 

Readers,  if  you  have  such  a  poli¬ 
cy  in  your  church,  send  it  to  your 
foundation  or  appropriate  agency. 

Please  do  not  send  them  to  me! 
1  have  no  way  to  distribute  them. 

I  hope  many  churches  will  be¬ 
gin  to  develop  policies,  not  only  to 
avoid  personality  problems  but 
because  it  is  good  stewardship! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems 
in  living  the  Christian  life  and  faith. 
Make  the  letter  brief.  Questions  for 
the  column  will  be  selected  from  the 
letters.  Write  "Dear  Deborah,  PER¬ 
SONAL,”  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns 

Prolific  output  included  ‘Praise’  hymn 


Praise  him!  praise  him!  Jesus,  our 
blessed  Redeemer! 

Sing,  O  earth,  his  wonderful  love 
proclaim! 

Hail  him!  hail  him!  highest 
archangels  in  glory, 

Strength  and  honor  give  to  his  holy 
name. 

Like  a  shepherd  Jesus  will  guide  his 
children ; 

In  his  arms  he  carries  them  all  day 
long. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Fanny  Crosby  wrote  the  hymn  in 
1869  while  she  and  her  husband, 
Alexander  Van  Alstyne,  were  living  in 
a  small  flat  at  88  Varick  Street  on  the 
lower  West  Side  of  Manhattan,  near 


what  became  the  Holland  Tunnel  en¬ 
trance. 

The  circumstances  that  precipitat¬ 
ed  the  writing  of  the  hymn  or  brought 
inspiration  to  the  blind  author  are  un¬ 
known. 

Months  earlier  she  had  written 
“Pass  me  not,  O  gentle  Savior.” 

"Praise  Him!  Praise  Him!"  was 
published  in  1869  in  a  small  collection 
of  Sunday  school  songs  entitled 
“Bright  Jewels.” 

“Jesus,  keep  me  near  the  cross,” 
another  Crosby  text,  made  its  first 
appearance  in  the  same  collection. 

For  Crosby’s  text,  Chester  G.  Allen 
composed  the  music.  Outside  of  a  few 
gospel  song  tunes  which  he  composed, 
little  is  known  of  Allen.  He  died  in  1878, 


age  40.  The  music  for  “Praise  Him! 
Praise  Him!"  is  his  only  composition 
that  has  survived  in  our  hymnals. 

Fanny  Crosby’s  prolific  output  of  gos¬ 
pel  song  lyrics  began  in  the  late  1860s. 

For  the  New  York  publisher  Biglow 
and  Main,  she  provided  an  enormous 
number  of  song  texts.  Because  of  her 
extraordinary  output,  her  publisher 
suggested  that  she  use  pen  names. 

Through  the  1880s  and  1890s  Fanny 
Crosby  made  an  increasing  use  of  pen 
names.  While  quite  a  number  of  these 
are  known,  no  one  is  sure  of  all  of 
these  names.  It  has  been  suggested  by 
some  researchers  that  she  used  as 
many  as  200  names. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Like  a  River  Glorious” 


‘Sexual  addiction’:  Hazard  for  clergy? 


From  Religious  News  Service 

Sexual  addiction  may  be  an  occupa¬ 
tional  hazard  of  the  clergy,  says  a  United 
Church  of  Christ  minister  who  is  also  a 
clinical  psychologist. 

The  term  “sexual  addition”  is  a  recent 
invention,  but  it  describes  an  old  prob¬ 
lem,  according  to  Dr.  Mark  R.  Laaser  of 
the  Sexual  Dependency  Unit  of  Golden 
Valley  Health  Center  in  Minnesota. 

"People  have  been  alcoholics  for  cen¬ 
turies,  but  it  wasn’t  until  1935  that  we 
gave  a  name  to  it,”  Dr.  Laaser  told  the 
Evangelical  Press  news  service. 

“Sexual  addiction  has  existed  for  cen¬ 
turies,  too,  and  we’re  just  beginning  to 
recognize  what  it’s  all  about.” 

Dr.  Laaser’s  clinic  is  the  nation’s  first 
"12-step"  in-patient  unit  for  sexual  ad¬ 
dicts. 

The  minister /psychologist,  who  con¬ 
ducts  seminars  on  sexual  addiction  in  the 
church,  says  that  signs  of  the  ailment 
can  be  seen  in  the  lives  of  some  Bible 
characters  like  Samson. 

“Why  did  he  go  to  that  prostitute  again 


and  again,  when  he  must  have  known  of 
the  danger?"  Dr.  Laaser  asked. 

The  UCC  clergyman  said  ministers 
seem  to  be  at  special  risk  of  sexual  ad¬ 
diction  because  “there  are  a  lot  of  people 
that  go  into  ministry  trying  to  solve 
some  of  their  own  problems,  really  feel¬ 
ing  that  by  being  ordained  they  will  all  of 
a  sudden  stop  having  the  problems.  When 
it  comes  to  sexual  addiction,  I  think 
there  are  many  men  who  have  gone  into 
ministry  believing  that  their  ordination 
and  role  in  the  world  will  keep  them 
from  acting  out.” 

Dr.  Laaser  warned  that  “a  lot  of  things 
in  the  role  place  them  in  danger.  They’re 
placed  on  pedestals  and  expected  to  be 
perfect,  and  that  increases  their  stress 
level  and  loneliness.  There  is  an  anger 
and  loneliness  that’s  created,  along  with 
a  feeling  of  being  special.  The  delusion  is 
that  ‘God  will  protect  me  from  any  con¬ 
sequences  of  acting  out  (sexual  de¬ 
sires).’  ” 

In  addition,  the  clergyman  said,  "there 


are  a  lot  of  people  who  are  willing  to  do 
just  about  anything  to  please  a  minister. 
If  you’ve  got  a  minister  who’s  sexually 
addicted  and  in  a  power  position  with  a 
vulnerable  person  like  a  woman  who  ide¬ 
alizes  her  pastor  and  is  willing  to  do  any¬ 
thing  for  him,  that’s  a  vulnerable, 
volatile  situation.  There  is  a  susceptible 
population  of  people.  That’s  not  to  say 
the  minister  is  preying  on  people— there 
are  just  a  lot  of  opportunities.” 

Dr.  Laaser  urged  churches  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  problem  and  be  willing  to  deal 
with  it. 

“Traditionally  the  church  has  just 
tried  to  cover  it  up  and  keep  the  problem 
of  clergy  acting  out  within  the  confines 
of  a  church  a  real  secret."  he  said. 

"Ministers  who  have  acted  out  have 
traditionally  been  moved  as  church  lead¬ 
ers  try  the  ‘geographic  cure,’  and  the  as¬ 
sumption  is  made  that  they’ll  mend  their 
ways  when  they  get  to  a  new  location 
and  be  fine.  We’ve  learned  painfully  that 
this  doesn’t  work." 


lead  to  further  restrictions  on  religious  ac¬ 
tivity  in  China  and  Hong  Kong. 

Christians  in  Hong  Kong  are  planning 
to  protest  the  law.  adopted  by  the  provin¬ 
cial  Guangdong  government,  when  the 
top  official  in  the  province's  religious  af¬ 
fairs  bureau  visits  Hong  Kong  in  March. 

A  primary  concern  is  that  the  provin¬ 
cial  regulation  comes  at  a  time  when  of¬ 
ficials  are  drafting  a  Chinese  national 
law  on  religion,  which  will  also  govern 
religious  activity  in  Hong  Kong  after 
1997  when  China  assumes  authority  over 
the  British  colony. 

Christians  are  concerned  that  restric¬ 
tive  elements  of  the  provincial  law  could 
be  incorporated  into  the  national  law, 
known  as  the  "Basic  Law." 

Under  the  Guangdong  law,  all  Bud¬ 
dhist  and  Taoist  temples,  Muslim 
mosques.  Protestant  and  Catholic 
churches,  seminaries  and  other  places 
for  religious  gatherings  must  be  regis¬ 
tered  with  the  government. 

In  addition,  the  code  stipulates  that 
government  approval  is  required  for  re¬ 
ligious  workers  and  seminary  graduates 
to  work  at  religious  sites,  to  travel  to 
other  provinces  and  to  publish  and  dis¬ 
seminate  religious  materials. 

At  a  meeting  of  Hong  Kong  church 
workers,  Raymond  Fung,  head  of  evan¬ 
gelism  for  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  called  on  Christians  in  Hong 
Kong  to  speak  openly  against  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  similar  codes  in  Hong  Kong. 
He  noted  that  overseas  churches  have 
been  monitoring  the  situation  since 
copies  of  the  Guangdong  regulation  were 
released  in  March  1988. 

Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  a  leader  of  the 
church  in  China,  recently  reported  that 
the  China  Christian  Council  is  keeping 
close  watch  on  developments  in  Guang¬ 
dong,  noting  that  he  sent  a  letter  of  con¬ 
cern  to  China's  Religious  Affairs  Bureau. 

Bishop  Ting  said,  “If  this  is  a  measure 
aimed  at  eliminating  meetings  of  Chris¬ 
tians  in  homes  without  first  providing 
more  suitable  places  for  them,  it  is  an  in¬ 
fringement  on  religious  freedom.” 

The  bishop  was  referring  to  meetings 
of  Christians  in  “house  churches,"  which 
proliferated  during  the  years  of  repres¬ 
sion  against  Chinese  Christians  and  con¬ 
tinue  today,  although  estimates  of  the 
number  of  house  churches  vary  greatly. 

Academic  limits, 
religious  freedom 
concern  Catholics 

From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON -More  than  250  leaders: 
of  Catholic  colleges  and  universities  met: 
recently  to  wrestle  with  the  delicate  ques-: 
tion  of  how  to  balance  their  religious  mis-: 
sions  with  the  requirements  of  academic: 
freedom  and  institutional  autonomy. 

The  educators  gathered  for  the  annual: 
assembly  of  the  Association  of  Catholic: 
Colleges  and  Universities,  representing 
235  institutions  that  have  felt  increasing: 
pressure  from  the  Vatican  to  come  under 
greater  church  supervision. 

The  issue  of  academic  freedom,  which: 
surfaced  at  the  gathering,  has  been  any-: 
thing  but  academic  lately. 

Conflicts  over  the  freedom  of  theologi¬ 
cal  inquiry  have  spilled  over  into  the  Dis-/ 
trict  of  Columbia  ’s  superior  court,  where - 
a  judge  is  expected  in  mid-March  to  de-* 
cide  on  a  breach-of -contract  suit  brought 
by  prominent  theologian  the  Rev.r. 
Charles  Curran,  dismissed  by  Catholic: 
University  for  his  dissenting  opinions.  : 

In  addition,  leaders  in  Catholic  higher: 
education  have  become  more  and  more! 
worried  that  a  loss  of  independence: 
could  mean  a  loss  of  public  funding 
Catholic  universities  that  get  public: 
money  do  so  with  the  understanding  that 
they  subscribe  to  general  standards  such: 
as  academic  freedom  and  institutionar 
autonomy. 
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‘ LIFE  A  T  THE  HOME’ 

The  Kids  and  Their  Friends 9 


Mrs.  Lillian  Ellis,  left,  works  with  Mrs.  Marilyn  Strickla7id7PurchasSg  Agent  hi 
planning  balanced  meals  for  the  kids. 
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Florence  Potter,  one  of  our  many  vol¬ 
unteers  who  helps  with  mailings,  also 
provided  Christmas  music  at  our  annual 
banquet. 


Dr.  Patrick  Carrington,  MD,  a  volun¬ 
teer  dermatologist  from  Shreveport, 
treats  kids. 


Mrs.  William  (Patricia)  Garrison  of  Minden  painted  the  picture  of  James  House 
for  the  Christmas  Card. 


Christmas  at  James  House. 


Some  children  at  the  Halloween  party. 


Christmas  at  Shelley  House. 


Children  portray  Mary  and  Joseph  at  Christmas  pageant. 


The  New  Reception  and  Emergency  Shelter  Center  nears  completion. 


Christmas  pizza  at  C.  B.  White  House. 


A  sorority  from  LA  Tech 
unteers. 


one  of  the  many  groups  that  helps  at  the  home  as  vol- 


Dr.  Paul  Ware,  a  psychiatrist  from  Shreveport,  has  worked  for  the  Children’s 
Home  for  20  years. 


Executive  Director,  Terrel  DeVille,  with  a  resident. 


Children  attend  Howard  School 
Children’s  Home. 


on  campus  when  first  coming  to  the  Methodist 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Cupid,  Child  Care  Supervisors  from  Harman  House. 


Our  annual  Christmas  banquet  honors  employees. 


Each  bouse  makes  a  4'  X  6'  Christmas  card  for  the  front  of  each  house. 


Our  volunteers,  who  help  with  mailings,  were  honored  with  a  dinner. 


Terrel  said,  “It  was  this  big!!’ 
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A  Shreveport  Visit: 

Sharing ,  Struggle , 

Vision 

Dateline  Shreveport,  February  1,  1989.  Marilyn  and  I  are  in  Shreveport  for 
several  days.  Centenary  College  and  the  Shreveport  District  provide  a  beauti¬ 
ful  room  for  us  in  James  Hall.  It’s  a  joy  to  visit  with  students  from  all  over 
the  world  and  we  look  forward  to  our  Shreveport  visits. 

We  are  here  for  several  reasons:  The  District  Training  for  pastors  and 
Pastor-Parish  Relationships  Committee  on  Saturday,  February  4,  a  planning 
meeting  to  prepare  for  Annual  Conference,  a  rewarding  evening  at  a  Centena¬ 
ry  basketball  game  with  Don  and  Renee  Webb  (notice  I  said  rewarding,  not 
relaxing!  Centenary  beat  East  Texas  Baptist,  but  only  with  the  help  of  Don’s 
coaching,  cheering,  and  officiating.)  I  also  have  numerous  appointments  with 
clergy  and  laity  in  the  northern  Louisiana  area. 

Wednesday,  February  1,  I  participated  in  a  seminar  on  Evangelization  of 
Cultures  hosted  by  Bishop  William  B.  Friend  of  the  Catholic  Diocese  of 
Shreveport.  Fifty  religious  leaders,  primarily  from  the  Shreveport  area,  met 
to  consider  the  church’s  role  in  sharing  the  Gospel  with  various  cultures  and 
strategies  to  respond  to  the  widening  gap  between  cultures  and  races. 

We  were  led  by  experts  on  future  trends  and  looked  apprehen¬ 
sively  at  what  the  church  and  the  culture  might  be  like  in  the  year 
2000. 

We  wrestled  with  how  to  stand  beside  those  who  are  margina¬ 
lized  in  our  culture  —  minorities,  women,  the  oppressed,  and  the 
impoverished. 

We  looked  at  ways  of  witnessing  to  the  love  of  Christ  as 
partners  with  those  who  see  themselves  as  “the  outsider,”  not  as 
paternalistic  providers  to  those  “outside  the  walls.” 

But  most  important,  at  least  in  my  thinking,  I  realized  as  I  listened  to 
speaker  after  speaker,  that  there  are  no  quick  fixes  or  easy  solutions  to  the 
many  problems  of  a  diverse  church  in  a  pluralistic  culture. 

The  claim  of  Jesus  Christ  mandates  us  to  seek  God’s  Kingdom  in  fullness 
and  not  to  grow  weary  in  praying  and  working  for  the  reign  of  love  and  justice 
in  our  lives  and  our  world. 

Let  Lent  be  a  time  of  ridding  ourselves  -of-  those  prejudices,  walls,  blind¬ 
nesses,  and  barriers  that  keep  us  from  knowing,  seeing,  and  hearing  the  voice 
of  God  in  the  hurts  and  cries  of  others. 

UXGJUtk 


‘Remembering  Now  and  Then  ’ 


Youth  Make  a  Difference  at  Mountain  T.O.P. 


“The  Mountain  T.O.P.  people  are  here! 
The  Mountain  Tennessee  Outreach  Proj¬ 
ect  (Mountain  T.O.P.)  day  camp  staff 
constantly  hear  this  greeting  when  the 
visit  the  schools  and  homes  of  young  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  counties  of  the  Cumberland 
Mountains.  Youth  groups  who  volunteer 
a  week  to  this  project  will  help  provide 
summer  camp  for  about  1200  children 
who  will  have  little  else  to  look  forward 
to  next  summer. 

“One  of  the  highlights  of  my  summer,” 
said  1987  day  camp  director  Kim  Bates, 
“was  visiting  a  family  to  see  if  their  lit¬ 
tle  boy  was  coming  to  camp.  Not  only 
did  he  plan  to  attend,  he  told  me  he’d 
been  saving  money  all  year  for  the  regis¬ 
tration  fee!  That’s  when  I  really  realized 
we  make  a  difference  in  these  kids’ 
lives.” 

Mountain  T.O.P.  was  founded  in  1975 
by  George  Bass,  who  was  then  youth  di¬ 
rector  of  Blakemore  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Nashville.  He  still  serves  as 
Mountain  T.O.P.’s  executive  director  and 
oversees  its  three  day  camps  and  five 
service  projects.  The  organization  is  an 
agency  of  the  Tennessee  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  first  Mountain  T.O.P.  day  camp 
opened  in  1980.  In  1989,  three  day  camps 


serving  9  counties  will  each  operate  for 
four  weeks.  Each  summer,  the  youth, 
with  the  help  of  eight  staff  members, 
work  with  the  children  from  9  a.m.  to  3 
p.m.,  when  the  children  go  home  for  the 
night. 

The  youth  lead  singing,  games,  arts 
and  crafts.  They  also  help  the  children 
make  “home-in-the- woods,”  where  the 
groups  play  in  the  morning  and  prepare 
and  eat  several  of  their  lunches. 

Mountain  T.O.P.  enriches  the  lives,  not 
only  of  the  county  children,  but  of  the 
youth  who  participate.  Every  evening, 
staff  members  lead  the  camp  communi¬ 
ty  in  recreation,  free  time,  sharing  and 
worship.  The  week  culminates  with  a 
Friday  evening  commitment  service,  a 
challenge  to  continue  Christian  service 
at  home. 

Groups  interested  in  the  project  should 
begin  planning  now.  Applications  are  al¬ 
ready  available.  Spaces  for  youth  groups 
are  generally  full  by  the  end  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  according  to  office  manager  Madge 
James. 

Applicants  can  select  from  the  June 
18-24;  July  2-8;  July  16-22;  and  July  30- 
August  5  camp  weeks.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation  contact  Madge  James  at  the 
Altamont  office.  The  number  is  (615)  692- 
3999. 


Appointment  Changes 

Following  the  January  Cabinet  meeting,  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  announced  the 
following  changes  in  ministerial  appointments. 

M.  Douglas  Ezell,  Wesley  Chapel/Chaplain  and  Director  of  Development  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  Ruston  District,  to  Chaplain  and  Director  of  Development  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston  District,  effective  February  1, 1989. 

James  O.  Evans,  Retired,  Ruston  District,  to  Wesley  Chapel  Charge,  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict,  effective  February  1, 1989. 

Henry  C.  Blount,  Member  in  Full  Connection  from  District  Superintendent,  Ruston 
District,  to  Senior  Minister,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  Alexandria  District,  effective 
March  1. 1989.  _ 

Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  Retired,  as  Interim  District  Superintendent,  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict.  This  appointment  is  effective  March  1, 1989  until  June  8, 1989. 

John  Edd  Harper,  diaconal  minister  from  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Ham¬ 
mond  District,  to  youth  minister,  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Houston,  Tx.,  Texas  Conference, 
Houston-Southwest  District,  effective  March  1, 1989. 


Centenary  Homecoming  Scheduled  for  February  24-26 


Hundreds  of  Centenary  College  alumni 
will  gather  Friday  —  Sunday,  February 
24-26,  for  a  Homecoming  Weekend  of 
parties,  a  parade,  cookout,  basketball 
game,  dance,  chapel  service,  and  much 
more. 

“Homecoming  ’89  —  Remembering 
Now  and  Then”  is  sponsored  by  Captain 
D’s,  and  early  registrants  who  also  at¬ 
tend  Saturday’s  cookout  will  be  eligible 
to  win  two  roundtrip  tickets  (in  the  conti¬ 
nental  U.S.)  donated  by  American  Air¬ 


lines. 

The  weekend  begins  with  the  Alumni 
Association’s  Awards  Banquet  set  for 
Friday,  February  24  at  Barksdale  Air 
Force  Base  Officers  Club.  Awards  will 
be  presented  to  Sam  P.  Peters  ’39,  who 
will  be  inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of 
Fame;  Hoyt  L.  Yokem,  Norman  V.  Kin¬ 
sey,  and  Fariebee  Parker  Self,  Honorary 
Alumni;  and  Dr.  David  Throgmorton, 
who  has  been  selected  Outstanding 
Teacher. 


David  Hennington  ’82  will  assume  the 
presidency  of  the  Alumni  Association 
from  Sara  Hitchcock  Lang  ’62. 

Open  to  all  alumni  and  friends  of  the 
honorees,  the  event  will  begin  at  6:30 
p.m.  Tickets  are  $15  each  and  must  be 
purchased  by  Monday,  February  20, 
from  the  Office  of  Alumni  Relations. 

Registration  for  Homecoming  will 
take  place  Saturday  morning  from  8:30 
to  11:00  a.m.  in  the  Moore  Student  Union 
Building.  The  Alumni  Choir,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Cheesy  Voran,  will  rehearse  at 
9  a.m.  in  the  Mickle  Hall  Choir  Loft.  Also 
at  9  a.m.,  there  will  be  an  Organization 
Fair  (alumni-student  exchange)  in  the 
student  center. 

At  11  a.m.  the  student’s  Doo  Dah  Pa¬ 
rade  will  wind  its  way  through  campus, 
after  which  alumni  and  faculty  will  have 
their  annual  cookout  and  luncheon  in 
Haynes  Gym.  Graduates  of  the  “Roaring 
Twenties”  will  meet  for  lunch  in  Bynum 
Commons. 


The  Gents  will  meet  Stetson  Universi¬ 
ty  for  a  1:30  p.m.  game  at  the  Gold 
Dome.  At  halftime,  two  former  athletes 
will  be  named  to  the  Athletic  Hall  of 
Fame:  football  player  Conway  Baker  ’35 
and  baseball  and  basketball  performer 
Cecil  Upshaw  ’64. 

Open  houses  and  reunion  parties  will 
take  place  on  and.  off  campus  after  the 
game  and  before  the  Homecoming 
Dance  at  Shreveport  Country  Club  which 
begins  at  9  p.m. 

A  Sunday  morning  worship  service  at 
9:30  a.m.  with  President  Donald  Webb, 
Chaplain  Robert  Ed  Taylor  ’52,  and  the 
Centenary  College  Choir,  will  conclude 
the  weekend  activities. 

Emily  Vizkozki  ’58  and  Jane  West  ’61 
are  chairpersons  of  the  Homecoming 
Committee,  and  John  Kleine  is  Director 
of  Alumni  Relations. 

"Homecoming  ’89”  promises  to  truly 
be  a  memorable  occasion  and  fun-filled 
weekend  for  all  Centenary  alums. 


Music  Workshop  Scheduled 

Robert  Batastini,  Editor  of  G.I.A.  Publications  of  Chicago,  will  be  the  featured  Cli¬ 
nician  of  a  Choral  Reading  Clinic  to  be  sponsored  by  the  Baton  Rouge  Chapter  of  the 
American  Guild  of  Organists  on  Tuesday,  February  21  at  7:30  p.m.  The  workshop  will 
be  held  in  the  Choir  Room  of  Our  Lady  of  Mercy  Church  located  at  Marquette  and 
Government  Streets  in  Baton  Rouge.  Music  to  be  examined  will  be  inter-denomina¬ 
tional  in  character. 

A  fee  of  $15.00  will  cover  the  cost  of  the  packet  and  light  refreshments.  For  those 
churches  sending  five  or  more  musicians,  the  fee  will  be  reduced  to  $10.00  per  person. 

For  further  information,  please  call  the  Chapter  Dean,  Susan  Rothermel  at  (504) 
926-5343  (O),  or  (504)  293-5442  (H),  or  contact  Susan  Davidson  at  (504)  926-5343  (O),  or 
(504)  925-9769  (H).  Churches  sending  multiple  participants  should  send  ONE  check  to 
cover  the  group,  including  with  it  the  names  of  those  attending. 
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Curriculum  Workshop  Set 
for  Shreveport  District 


The  Shreveport  District  will  hold  cur¬ 
riculum  workshops  at  St.  Luke  UMC  in 
Shreveport  from  7  to  9  p.m.  on  Friday, 
February  24,  1989,  and  10  a.m.  to  12  p.m. 
on  Saturday,  February  25,  1989  at  First 
UMC  in  Mansfield. 

This  is  your  opportunity  to  come  and 
review  United  Methodist  Curriculum, 
ask  questions  of  two  of  the  editors  from 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
in  Nashville,  and  much  more. 

There  will  be  three  age  level  sessions 
at  which  time  questions  will  be  asked, 
and  needs  and  concerns  regarding  the 
curriculum  will  be  discussed. 

Guest  speakers  include  Dr.  Branson 
Thurston  and  Leedell  McCarty.  Dr.  Thur¬ 
ston  is  Associate  Executive  Editor  of 
Youth  and  Adult  Publications.  Before 
joining  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  in  1977,  he  was  an  instructor,  Pro¬ 
fessor  and  Dean  of  Religion  at  several 
colleges. 

Dr.  Thurston  will  meet  with  both  Ju¬ 
nior  and  Senior  high  youth  to  answer  all 
questions,  as  well  as  accept  suggestions 
pertaining  to  setting  up  a  curriculum. 


Leedell  McCarty  is  Editor  ol  Invita¬ 
tion:  Bible  Studies  for  Elementary  A  Re¬ 
sources.  McCarty  has  been  with  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  since 
1985.  Prior  to  that  time,  she  was  an  ele¬ 
mentary  school  teacher.  She  will  intro¬ 
duce  the  United  Methodist  resources  to 
be  used  with  the  youngest  members  and 
future  church.  She  will  also  assist  with 
the  understanding  of  the  selection  of  ma¬ 
terials  available.  The  second  section  of 
her  workshop  will  be  divided  into  four 
groups:  1)  Preschool  (ages  3  to  5);  2) 
Younger  elementary  (1-3  grades);  3)  Old¬ 
er  elementary  (4-6  grades);  4)  Broadly 
graded  (all  ages  3-6  grades). 

For  the  adult  resources,  Section  1  will 
focus  on  the  process  of  application,  or 
the  “how  to”  of  using  the  materials  se¬ 
lected.  Session  II  will  include  an  over¬ 
view  of  the  Cokesbury  materials,  with 
special  emphasis  on  the  process  of  selec¬ 
tion. 

For  more  information  regarding  res¬ 
ervations  for  the  workshops,  call  Lee 
McKenzie  at  First  Church,  Shreveport, 
at (318) 424-7771. 


Vivian  UMC  designated  January  as 
the  “Please  Pass  The  Potatoes"  month. 
Under  the  capable  leadership  of  Mrs.  R. 
E.  Carter,  many  interesting  and  varied 
activities  were  planned  for  all  ages.  The 
closing  program  took  place  Sunday,  Jan¬ 
uary  29  from  6  to  8  p.m.  At  that  time,  po¬ 
tatoes  prepared  in  many  tasty  ways 
were  served.  The  program  had  Biblical 
roots  and  was  extremely  inspirational 
and  fun.  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

The  UM  Women  of  First  UMC  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  has  initiated  a  new  award 
called  the  U.M.W.  Service  Award.  It  is 
given  in  recognition  of  a  member  whose 
faith  has  manifested  itself  in  the  service 
of  love  as  set  forth  in  the  example  of 
Christ.  One  person  is  recognized  each 
quarter.  A  banquet  was  held  to  honor 
1988’s  four  recipients:  Nancy  Cadwal- 
lader,  Elizabeth  McGowan,  Hope  Wil¬ 
liams,  and  Frances  Woodfin.  Amy  Ward, 
former  Conference  President,  was  guest 
speaker  for  the  event.  Mrs.  Bert  Lent  is 
President  of  the  UM  Women  for  First 
and  Rev.  Joe  McClain  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

M  &  M’s  of  Springhill  UMC  met  re¬ 
cently  for  some  new  activities  and  fun. 
There  was  recreation,  music,  lessons, 
crafts,  and  a  snack  supper.  All  children 
Kindergarten  through  the  sixth  grade 
were  invited  to  attend  the  event.  Rev. 
Charles  B.  Humphreys  is  pastor. 


UMW  Sunday  was  celebrated  in  Janu¬ 
ary  at  First  UMC  in  Minden.  The  theme 
carried  out  was  “All  One  in  Christ.”  The 
guest  speaker  for  the  Sunday  gathering 
was  Allene  Roland  from  Brushwood 
UMC.  The  Celebration  Singers  presented 
the  special  music  and  then  the  Chancel 
Choir.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess  is  pastor 
at  First  Church. 

•  •  * 

Approximately  30  people  attended  the 
Covered  Dish  supper  which  was  held  at 
Trinity  UMC  in  Alexandria.  Guests  in¬ 
cluded:  Rev.  George  Duerson,  Rev.  Fred 
Flurry  and  Mrs.  Flurry,  Rev.  Oakley 
Edwards  and  Mrs.  Edwards,  and  Rev. 
Roland  Friedrich  and  Mrs.  Friedrich. 
The  Communion  service  was  conducted 
by  Rev.  Bill  Willis,  pastor  at  Trinity. 

•  •  * 

St.  Matthew  UMC  in  Metairie  will 
sponsor  a  Mother-Daughter  Banquet  on 
Friday,  February  24.  Plan  to  bring  your 
mother  and/or  daughter,  or  someone  you 
would  like  to  bring  as  your  mother  or 
daughter.  This  is  to  be  a  wonderful 
event.  Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor  is  pastor. 

•  *  m 

Mangum  UMC  in  Shreveport  sends 
heartfelt  thanks  to  all  who  helped  to 
make  the  church’s  “Crossover  Into  the 
Future"  such  a  beautiful  and  Spiritual 
experience.  Too  many  were  involved  to 
list  names.  All  the  hard  work  is  deeply 
appreciated  by  Mangum.  Rev.  John  M. 
Braden  is  pastor. 


Subscription  Campaign  Underway 


What  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Does  for  You 


Louisiana  Methodists  are  in  the  midst 
of  their  annual  subscription  campaign  to 
their  Conference  newspaper.  Through 
this  periodical,  Methodists  are  made 
aware  of  the  various  activities  and 
events  that  are  going  on  in  local 
churches,  districts,  and  the  Conference. 

Over  the  last  two  decades,  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  has  emerged  as  a 
means  of  filling  a  vacuum  for  more  than 
one  half  United  Methodism  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter’s  Governing  Board, 
which  is  made  up  of  representatives  from 
each  conference  that  publishes  a  week¬ 
ly  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  Dr.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
Editor  and  Chief  Executive,  listed  some  of 
the  vital  functions  that  this  paper  per¬ 
forms  week  by  week. 

Through  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er,  Louisiana  Methodists  have  a  network 
for  linking  the  churches,  conferences, 
districts,  and  local  churches  into  one 
form  of  communication. 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist, 
through  its  connection  with  the  Reporter, 
provides  the  only  independent,  on  site 
coverage  of  national  church  news  aimed 
at  the  interests  and  concerns  of  grass 
roots  church  members.  The  Reporter  is 
directed  to  the  interests  and  questions  of 
active  United  Methodist  lay  persons. 

Through  this  periodical,  one  has  the 
broadest  and  most  inclusive  ongoing  fo¬ 
rum  for  the  exchange  of  opinions  among 
United  Methodists  and  includes  voices  on 
all  parts  of  the  country,  all  races  and 
ethnic  groups,  and  all  points  of  view. 

Louisiana  Methodists  are  encouraged 
to  subscribe  to  this  paper  and  become 
better  informed  regarding  national,  Con¬ 
ference,  and  local  church  happenings. 

To  subscribe  or  renew  your  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist, 
please  send  $10.00  with  name,  address, 
church  and  district  to  the  Louisiana  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  527  North  Boulevard,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720.  Make  all 
checks  payable  to  The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 
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Yes,  I  want  to  subscribe  to  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist.  j 

Name  -  • 

Street  -  I 

City  _  State _  Zip  -  j 

I  am  a  member  of:  | 

Church  Name _ j 

City  _ j 

Circle  your  district: 

Alexandria  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  i 

Lake  Charles  Monroe  New  Orleans/Houma  j 

New  Orleans/Slidell  Ruston  Shreveport 

Subscriptions  are  $10  per  year. 

Make  check  payable  to  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  and  send  with  this 
form  to: 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802 

Thanks  for  your  interest  and  support! 
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Oden  to  be  Keynote  Speaker 

Marilyn  Oden,  the  wife  of  the  Louisiana  Conference’s  new  resident  Bishop,  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker  at  the  12th  Annual  Minister’s  Wives’  Retreat  scheduled  for 
March  31  to  April  1  at  Camp  Istrouma.  “Celebrating  Our  Journey”  is  the  theme  cho¬ 
sen  for  this  year’s  event. 

Registration  is  3  to  6  p.m.  on  Friday,  March  31  and  the  retreat  concludes  at  1  p.m. 
on  Saturday,  April  1.  Participants  will  need  to  bring  Bible,  paper,  pen  or  pencil,  linen, 
towels,  flashlight,  jacket,  personal  items,  and  some  family  photographs. 

Pre-registration  form  with  $15  should  be  sent  by  March  15  to  Evelyn  Deich,  101 
Pontiac  Road,  Lafayette,  LA  70501.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  the  Lafayette 
District  Parsonette.  For  information  call  (318)  235-2814. 


PRE-REGISTRATION  FORM 
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I  ADDRESS: _  I 
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I  PHONE:  _  I 
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Scholarship  Fund  Given  to  Camp  Istrouma 

The  family  of  Willie  and  Helen  Poole  has  provided  funds  for  a  scholarship  fund  at 
Camp  Istrouma.  Rev.  Poole  was  the  primary  motivator  behind  the  purchase  of  this 
facility  a  number  of  years  ago. 

The  donation  by  the  Poole  family  has  been  placed  in  the  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion.  Each  summer,  the  interest  from  this  fund  will  be  made  available  to  Camp  Is¬ 
trouma  for  scholarships  so  that  youth  who  could  not  otherwise  attend  Camp  Istrouma 
will  be  able  to  do  so. 

The  fund  is  set  up  so  that  others  may  add  to  the  principal  at  any  time  by  sending  a 
check  to  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Executive  Director  of  Administration /Treasurer  at  the 
Conference  Office.  Ministers  who  are  aware  of  special  needs  of  youth  within  their 
church  are  asked  to  contact  David  Brignac  at  Camp  Istrouma  to  apply  for  these 
scholarships. 


Is  Your  Church  In  volved? 


Is  your  church  involved  in  an  adult  literacy  program?  Is  a  Sunday  School 
class  or  UMW  circle  involved  in  tutoring  adults?  Is  there  an  adult  tutoring 
program  meeting  in  your  building?  Are  you  teaching  English  as  a  second 
language? 

If  the  answer  to  any  of  these  questions  is  "Yes,”  would  you  please  send  that 
information  to  Larry  Lewis  at  the  Conference  Office  at  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802. 

Governor  Buddy  Roemer  recently  appointed  a  task  force  to  look  into  the 
issue  of  adult  literacy  programs.  We  are  trying  to  discover  what  United 
Methodist  Churches  are  doing  in  this  area.  We  assume  that  there  are  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana  involved  in  these  programs.  We  want  to  share 
the  news  about  the  church.  Let  us  know  what  is  being  done! 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorial*™* 

Following  Christ  is  ‘gritty’  work 


pie  of  how  church-related  outreach  efforts  can  be  “gritty,”  “hands-on”  and 
meaningful  avenues  for  helping  others— contrary  to  what  a  recent  “USA 
Weekend”  article  implies. 


FEBRUARY  17,  1989 


Here  I  Stand 

We  must  tend  flame  of  people 
touched  hy  the  Holy  Spirit 


Gritty. 

Hands-on. 

Meaningful. 

None  of  the  above  describes  the  work 
you  and  other  members  do  at  your 
church.  That  is  if  one  uncritically  be¬ 
lieves  a  recent  article  in  “USA  Week¬ 
end,”  a  widely-circulated  Sunday 
newspaper  supplement. 

The  article  reports  on  a  growing  trend 
among  young,  successful  professional 
people  toward  doing  volunteer  communi¬ 
ty  service.  It  cites  a  survey  of  people 
ages  25-40  who  make  at  least  $40,000  a 
year.  The  survey  found  that  69  percent 
averaged  five  hours  a  week  of  volunteer 
work  during  the  last  five  years. 

According  to  the  “USA  Weekend”  arti¬ 
cle,  these  people  mostly  want  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  “gritty,  hands-on”  projects  that 
give  them  a  sense  of  meaning. 

"They  don’t  tend  booths  in  church  ba¬ 
zaars;  they  hand  out  food  in  soup  kitchens, 
work  in  homeless  shelters,  tend  to  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients,"  the  article  adds. 

Except  for  the  put-down  of  church  ba¬ 
zaars,  no  efforts  related  to  the  church  were 
specifically  mentioned 

That  put-down/omission  merits  consid¬ 
eration  as  a  half-truth,  but  as  a  half-truth 
it  also  should  be  challenged 

The  half-truth;  Much  of  what  people  are 
asked  to  do  as  part  of  “church  work”  all  too 
often  lacks  obvious  value — for  example,  at¬ 
tending  endless  rounds  of  unproductive 
meetings  and  expending  vast  amounts  of 
energy  on  churchly  housekeeping  chores. 

It’s  understandable  that  those  involved 
might  view  such  efforts  as  “playing 
church”  rather  than  being  a  fulfilling 
way  to  serve  Christ. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Where  such  efforts  are  the  rule  rather 
than  the  exception,  they  feed  negative  per¬ 
ceptions  like  those  reflected  in  the  “USA 
Weekend”  article.  Such  perceptions  easily 
discourage  well-meaning,  energetic  people 
from  regarding  the  church  as  a  place 
where  "the  action”  is. 

In  fact,  such  perceptions  simply  don’t 
apply  in  vast  numbers  of  churches 
across  the  country.  Don’t  say  the  church 
isn’t  "where  the  action  is”  to: 

•  People  whose  congregations  have 
sponsored  a  homeless  refugee  family  for 
resettlement  in  the  United  States; 

•  Countless  church  volunteers  who 
give  large  blocks  of  time  each  week  to 
running  soup  kitchens  for  hungry  people 
during  cold  winter  mornings  and  nights; 

•  Youth  group  members  who  donate  a 
Saturday  each  month  to  helping  wheel- 
chair-bound  senior  citizens  with  house¬ 
hold  chores; 

•Women’s  groups  whose  annual  ba¬ 
zaars  and  garage  sales  net  thousands  of 
dollars  to  provide  support  for  a  mission¬ 
ary  family  in  Africa. 

•  Members  of  congregation  ‘‘care 
groups”  who  regularly  visit  and  minister 
to  the  physical  and  spiritual  needs  of 
people  with  AIDS. 

In  all  such  cases,  and  countless  others, 
people  are  performing  fulfilling  service 
through  their  local  churches. 

Such  people  can  and  do  testify  each 
week  through  such  avenues  as  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  “My  Witness”  column  to  how 
such  involvements  are  “gritty,”  “hands- 
on”  and  profoundly  meaningful  efforts  to 
live  out  their  Christian  calling  to  love 
and  serve  others. 


It’s  a  shame  that  “USA  Weekend” 
failed  to  mention  the  many  exciting  op¬ 
portunities  for  service  offered  through 
our  local  churches. 

However,  if  large  numbers  of  young 


adults  are  looking  for  such  outlets  and 
not  perceiving  them  in  the  church,  as  the 
“USA  Weekend”  article  implies,  we  need 
to  ask  ourselves  how  effectively  we’re 
telling  our  own  story  to  the  world. 


By  WILLIAM  J.  WEINLAND 

At  a  recent  workshop  in  one  of  our  dis¬ 
tricts,  a  woman  spoke  earnestly  to  the 
group  about  her  con¬ 
cern  for  her  local 
United  Methodist 
congregation. 

Some  of  the  young 
people  (including  her 
own  children)  were 
coming  into  a  new, 

“real”  experience  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

When  they  tried  to  share  that  with  oth¬ 
ers  in  the  congregation— and  especially 
when  they  suggested  to  the  pastor  and 
key  leaders  some  ways  that  the  church 
might  be  more  helpful  and  attractive  to 
them  and  others  like  them— they  got  ap¬ 
athy  and  a  cold  shoulder. 

“So,”  said  this  woman,  “they  are  all 
finding  other  churches!  What  can  I  do? 
Nobody  is  listening.” 

Her  pathos  was  obvious. 

I  want  to  call  our  leaders,  both  lay  and 
clergy,  to  a  new  tending  of  the  flame  of 
faith  in  those  who  are  being  touched 
afresh  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Jesus  said  works  He  did  weren’t  His  but 
the  Father’s.  The  Father  showed  Jesus 
what  He  was  doing,  and  then  Jesus  worked. 

Later  Paul  stressed  that  our  job  descrip¬ 
tion  in  the  church  is  “working  together 
with  God."  We  need  to  recognize  ways  that 
God  is  working  in  our  people’s  lives  and 
cooperate  with  that  gracious  work. 

•/  For  instance,  you  might  do  what  the 
evangelism  committee  in  one  of  our  larg¬ 


est  churches  is  successfully  doing:  care¬ 
fully  choosing  and  inviting  laypeople  of 
all  ages  to  spend  a  few  minutes  in  the 
worship  service  sharing  with  the  congre¬ 
gation  what  their  faith  means  to  them. 

/  Or,  every  time  one,  two  or  more 
people  in  a  congregation  express  either 
the  desire  for,  or  the  discovery  of,  a  new 
closeness  with  God,  the  pasto  nnd/oi  a 
key  leader  of  the  church  could  start  a 
new  study-celebration  group  with  tl.em, 
inviting  others  who  have  a  similar  inter¬ 
est  to  join  them.  A  new  group  is  the  best 
opening  and  invitation  for  new  p  3  to 
become  involved  in  our  churches' 

/  Pastors  and  leaders  ne^  the  help 
that  could  come  from  continuing-educa¬ 
tion  events  on  “How  to  help  persons  find 
new  joy  and  hope  in  Christ,”  and  “How  to 
nourish  the  enthusiasm  of  individuals  who 
find  a  new  closeness  with  God,”  etc. 

•/  In  every  congregation  it  would  be 
helpful  to  look  seriously  and  with  an 
open  mind  at  the  benefits  we  can  receive 
from  the  ways  God  has  clearly  been 
working  among  us  over  the  last  20  years 
in  what  we  refer  to,  often  disdainfully,  as 
“the  charismatic  movement.” 

If  Jesus  needed  to  get  His  directions 
from  observing  how  and  where  God  was 
at  work,  and  then  working  cooperatively, 
we  too  need  to  see  what  God  is  doing 
among  our  people— and  then  get  with  it! 

The  Rev.  William  J.  Weinland  lives  in 
North  Canton,  Ohio,  and  is  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  the  East  Ohio  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries. 


William  Weinland 


Ecology  crisis  is  more  urgent  than  ‘Time’s’  view  of  us 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  alternately  delighted  and  dis¬ 
turbed  while  reading  the  Jan.  20  editorial 
headlined,  “The  Earth,  ‘Time’  and  Chris¬ 
tianity”  about  “Time"  magazine’s  spe¬ 
cial  "Planet  of  the  Year”  issue. 

I  was  delighted  because  recognition  of 
the  extreme  seriousness  of  the  environ¬ 
mental  crisis  is  long  overdue  in  United 
Methodist  publications  generally. 

The  Reporter  is  to  be  commended  for 
bringing  it  to  our  attention.  Of  all  the  many 
important  issues  currently  facing  the 
church  and  the  world,  none  is  more  critical 
than  that  of  environmental  stewardship.  As 
Sister  Miriam  MacGillis  has  said,  “How 
will  we  baptize  our  children  with  toxic  wa¬ 
ter  and  then  tell  them  about  God?” 

I  was  disturbed,  however,  to  see  so 
much  space  devoted  to  defending  Chris- 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book .  chapter,  vene — of  the  f  (Mowing: 

“There  is  none  holy  like  the  Lord, 
there  is  none  besides  thee;  there  is  no 
rock  like  our  God.” 

(submitted  by  Monty  Gilmer , 
Rosedale ,  Va.) 


Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  1  Timothy  1:15) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  19 
Monday:  Psalm  127 
Tuesday:  Psalm  128 
Wednesday:  Genesis  15:1-12,  17-18 
Thursday:  Philippians  3 : 17-20 
Friday:  Philippians  4: 1-7 
Saturday:  Luke  13:22-30 
Sunday:  Luke  13:31-35 
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tianity  against  what  you  call  “Time’s” 
“casual  and  superficial”  treatment  of 
the  faith.  As  I  read,  I  was  reminded  of 
the  old  adage,  "What  someone  else 
thinks  of  me  is  none  of  my  business.” 

The  nature  of  the  ecological  time- 
bomb  worldwide  calls  for  a  new  ap¬ 
proach  to  living— less  worrying  about 
what  others  think  of  the  church  and 
more  attention  paid  to  how  we  can  be¬ 
come  part  of  the  solution  rather  than  the 
problem.  Jesus  doesn’t  need  us  to  defend 
Him.  He  needs  us  to  follow  Him. 

A  more  constructive  approach  might 
have  been  for  the  editorial  to  have  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  call  to  repentance  by  all  of 
us,  Christian  or  otherwise,  for  the  de¬ 
struction  we  continue  to  inflict  upon 
God’s  creation. 

Lee  Domann 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Earth  belongs  to  God 

To  the  Editor: 

I  applaud  your  recent  editorial  head¬ 
lined,  "The  Earth,  ‘Time’  and  Christianity” 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  20),  which  bridges  that 
critical  gap  between  the  Christian  con¬ 
science-based  on  divine  revelations  in 
the  Scriptures— and  Christianity’s  treat¬ 
ment  of  our  secular  home,  the  earth. 

You  accomplished  that  by  showing 

Pontius'  Puddle 


By  CAROLYN  L.  HARRELL 

Macon,  Ga.,  was  a  town  of  many 
churches  in  the  early  decades  of  this  cen¬ 
tury.  I’m  sure  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  total 
membership  of  all 
the  churches  in  the 
town  hardly  reached 
the  membership  of 
First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Hous¬ 
ton.  With  some  13,000 
members,  that  is  the 
largest  single  congregation  in  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

One  of  the  earliest  memories  of  my 
childhood  is  of  my  mother  taking  me  by 
the  hand  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  Sun¬ 
day  school  room  for  preschoolers.  She 
lifted  me  in  her  arms  to  examine  more 
closely  r  large  three-dimensional  replica 
of  a  cradle  attached  to  the  wall. 

Small  cards  hung  from  the  cradle  by 
pink  and  blue  ribbons.  My  mother  helped 
me  to  spell  out  my  name  and  birth  date 
on  one  card  attached  by  a  pink  ribbon. 
Then  she  said,  “You  are  God’s  child. 
Your  papa  and  I  are  your  parents  here 
on  earth.  God  is  your  Heavenly  Father 
who  made  you  and  gave  you  to  us  to  k .  ■» 
and  care  for.  He  will  always  love  you 
and  care  for  you.” 

I  would  check  for  my  name 

For  a  long  time,  when  I  went  to  Sun¬ 
day  school  each  week,  I  would  check  to 
see  that  my  name  was  still  there  at¬ 
tached  to  the  cradle  by  the  pink  ribbon. 
What  my  mother  said  to  me  that  Sunday 
was  a  profound  thought  for  a  toddler  to 


that  our  global  home  belongs  to  God  and, 
therefore,  that  we  are  its  caretakers 
(Psalm  24:1  and  1  Corinthians  10:26). 

Unfortunately,  the  “bridge”  hasn’t  been 
realized  by  Christianity  as  a  whole,  in¬ 
cluding  the  majority  of  our  religious  lead¬ 
ers.  As  your  editorial  points  out,  “It  is 
probably  impossible  to  show  that  Chris¬ 
tians,  as  a  body,  have  been  any  more 
mindful  of  our  caretaker  responsibility 
toward  the  Earth  than  non-believers.” 

I  have  found  in  my  research  that 
Psalm  104  is  the  most  comprehensive 
(Scriptural  account  of  God’s  earthly  cre¬ 
ations  and  should  serve  as  a  guideline  for 
a  Christian’s  attitude  toward  non-human 
life  and  its  habitat. 

Psalm  145:4  says  one  generation  shall 
praise  Thy  works  to  the  next  generation.  To 
properly  praise  God’s  works  to  the  next 
generation,  each  of  us  must  be  knowledge¬ 
able  of  ecological  problems,  and  we  must 
truly  believe  that  other  life  has  some  basic 
intrinsic  value  imparted  by  God. 

If  we  don’t  have  that  belief  and  don’t 
pass  the  belief  on  to  others,  then  I  feel 
we  are  overlooking  God’s  will,  and  in  the 
final  analysis,  will  be  unable  to  temper 
man’s  expansion  and  the  resultant  ex¬ 
tinction  of  countless  of  God’s  creation. 

I  call  upon  Christian  leaders  to  study 
the  issues  and  formulate  a  plan  to  put 


absorb.  Knowledge  of  what  the  words 
meant  and  of  God’s  son,  Jesus  Christ, 
came  to  me  gradually  through  the  years. 

I  was  a  member  of  the  little  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  throughout  my  childhood 
and  college  years  at  Wesleyan  College  in 
Macon.  During  50  years  of  married  life, 
which  were  greatly  blessed,  throughout 
membership  in  Methodist  as  well  as 
Presbyterian  churches,  my  faith  and 
love  of  God  and  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ, 
have  been  reinforced.  They  have  grown 
into  the  unshakable  knowledge  that  I  am, 
indeed,  God’s  child,  and  that  through  His 
Son’s  redeeming  love  and  death  on  the 
cross,  I  am  assured  of  eternal  life. 

A  number  of  months  ago,  it  became 
evident  that  the  time  was  right  for  me  to 
move  from  Huntsville,  Ala.,  where  I  had 
lived  alone  since  my  husband’s  death 
several  years  ago,  to  be  near  my  chil¬ 
dren,  grandchildren,  and  great-grand¬ 
children. 

My  daughter  called 

One  night  shortly  before  my  move  a 
few  weeks  ago,  my  daughter  called  from 
Houston  and  said,  “A  lovely  lady  intro¬ 
duced  herself  to  me  at  Clarewood  House 
today.  She  said  she  was  looking  forward 
to  being  your  neighbor  there.” 

That  lovely  lady  was  Frances  Hinson, 
mother  of  the  Rev.  William  H.  Hinson, 
senior  minister  of  the  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Houston.  She  has  become 
my  friend. 

I  hope  Frances’  son  will  forgive  me  if  I 
paraphrase  a  few  lines  from  his  book, 
“Solid  Living  in  a  Shattered  World.”  Dr. 
Hinson  wrote  in  the  preface,  “I  have 


more  emphasis  on  the  teaching  of  a  part 
of  God’s  word  long  overlooked.  Chris¬ 
tians— and  humankind— should  be  prudent 
caretakers  of  God’s  earthly  creations. 

Michael  W.  Quearry 
Houston,  Texas 

Please,  balance  NCC  news 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  former  member  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  I  naturally  find  interesting  the 
story  by  Gustav  Spohn  of  Religious  News 
Service  in  the  Jan.  27  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  headlined,  “Has  ‘mainline’  NCC 
become  a  ‘sideline’?” 

The  article  deals  with  current  stresses 
and  strains  in  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  of  which  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  member. 

It’s,  of  course,  always  appropriate  to  ex¬ 
amine  our  United  Methodist  institutions 
and  our  denomination’s  affiliates,  including 
the  NCC.  Indeed,  I  recall  several  Reporter 
articles  over  the  years  about  the  NCC. 

But  I  note  a  certain  slant  in  Mr. 
Spohn ’s  article.  Not  a  single  “authority” 
cited  in  the  story  is  a  United  Methodist, 
and  no  person  cited  to  my  knowledge  is 
identifiable  as  a  member  of  any  denomi¬ 
nation  that  is  a  member  of  the  NCC. 


written  this  book  for  one  basic  purpose: 
This  is  simply  to  help  you  grow  in  your 
relationship  with  your  Heavenly  Father 
...  to  help  people  see  God  at  work  in 
their  world _ ” 

I  believe  that  First  United  Methodist 
Church  exists  for  the  same  basic  purpose: 
to  help  its  members  center  their  lives  in 
Christ,  to  realize  God’s  purpose  in  their 
lives  and  to  encourage  each  member  to 
further  God’s  work  in  the  world. 

I  had  only  to  visit  First  UMC  to  sense 
the  magnificence  of  the  service  this 
great  church  renders.  I  was  awed  by  the 
sheer  number  of  the  membership,  the 
hugeness  of  the  physical  plant  and  the 
beauty  of  the  sanctuary.  But  in  this  great 
church  as  in  the  small  Presbyterian 
Church  of  my  childhood,  God’s  presence 
is  clear  and  compelling  and  its  members 
are  dedicated  to  His  service. 

I  look  forward  to  some  “solid  living” 
in  the  big  city,  to  continuing  on  a  path  of 
ever-renewed  faith,  to  never  ceasing  to 
seek  through  prayer  and  be  guided  by 
God’s  divine  plan  in  my  life  as  a  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

I’m  indebted  to  Frances  for  saying, 
“Come  visit  our  church  on  Sunday.”  I 
did.  I  have  found  my  church  home. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Carolyn  L.  Harrell  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hous¬ 
ton  (Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Instead  the  people  appear  to  be  well- 
known  as  critics  of  ecumenical  Chris¬ 
tianity,  of  the  member  denominations  of 
the  NCC  and  perhaps  even  of  all 
churches  that  have  a  balanced  view  of 
the  needs  of  society  at  the  end  of  the 
1980s— that  is,  blending  personal  faith 
and  social  witness. 

My  hope,  therefore,  is  that  future  ana¬ 
lytical  and  evaluative  articles  about  the 
NCC  and  other  UM-related  organizations 
will  show  that  balance  of  treatment  that 
we  have  come  to  expect  of  the  Reporter. 

Theodore  L.  Agnew 
Stillwater,  Oklahoma 

Evangelist’s  courage  noted 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Jan.  20  letter  written  by  my 
friend,  Thor  Hall,  characterizing  the  late 
Harry  Denman  omits  one  facet  of  Dr. 
Denman’s  life  and  message:  his  coura¬ 
geous  social  views. 

During  the  1960s  and  1970s,  when  a 
stand  on  racial  justice  wasn’t  the  means  of 
winning  a  popularity  contest  in  the  South, 
I  heard  Dr.  Denman  give  prophetic  mes¬ 
sages  in  favor  of  integration,  affirmative 
action,  civil  rights  and  related  issues. 

This  great  layman  was  more  than  a  pi- 
etistic  evangelist.  Like  Dr.  Hall,  I  salute  the 
new  breed  of  evangelists  but  want  to  hold 
high  the  memory  of  Harry  Denman. 

Harper  J.  Sasser 

Signal  Mountain,  Tennessee 

Men’s  groups  need  support 

To  the  Editor: 

The  1988  “Book  of  Discipline”  man¬ 
dates— which  action  is  long  overdue— in 
Paragraph  264:  "Each  church  or  charge 
shall  have  an  organized  unit  of  United 
Methodist  Men  ...  to  provide  another 
channel  for  involving  men  in  the  total 
ministry  of  the  Church.” 

Under  “Responsibilities  and  Duties  of 
a  Pastor,”  Paragraph  439,  we  read,  “The 
pastor(s)  shall  oversee  the  total  ministry 
of  the  local  church  in  its  nurturing  minis¬ 
tries  [to  nurture:  the  act  or  process  of 
raising  or  promoting  the  development 
of— Webster’s  “New  World  Dictionary”] 
and  in  fulfilling  its  mission  of  witness 
and  advice  in  the  world  by,  (1)  giving  pas¬ 
toral  support,  guidance  and  training  to 
the  lay  leadership  in  the  Church. ...” 

Having  attended  the  quadrennial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men  Congress  at  Purdue 
University  for  many  years  and  in  visit¬ 
ing  and  talking  with  men  from  else¬ 
where,  it  is  easy  to  conclude  the  most 
successful  units  of  United  Methodist  Men 
are  “nurtured”  by  pastor(s). 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  300  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  (Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to  the 
more  than  360  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Reporter.  These  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  general 
religious  news  and  opinion  and  are 
mailed  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 


Since  we  are  now  in  a  must  situation, 
we  men  need  you  pastors  to  oversee,  pro¬ 
mote,  encourage  and  recognize  our  orga¬ 
nization  for  the  good  we  can  do  and  do. 

A.G.  Walpole 
Monroe,  Louisiana 

List  was  incomplete 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  the  Jan.  13  editorial  in  which 
you  identified  U.S.  congressional  repre¬ 
sentatives  who  are  United  Methodists. 

I  agree  with  you  that  these  are  people 
who  would  be  potential  resources  for 
church-related  educational  events  and 
that  we  should  keep  them  in  our  thoughts 
and  prayers  as  we  wish  them  the  best 
when  it  comes  to  making  the  right 
choices  for  us. 

I  do  feel,  however,  that  your  list  was 
incomplete  in  that  you  failed  to  name 
state  legislators  that  are.  also  United 
Methodists.  These  people  are  just  a  little 
bit  "closer  to  home.”  The  areas  they  rep¬ 
resent  are  smaller,  and  thus  they  are 
more  accessible  to  the  people. 

I’m  proud  to  say  that  my  employer, 
for  one,  is  a  state  representative  in  the 
73rd  District  of  Illinois  and  that  he  is  an 
active  United  Methodist. 

Linda  A.  Hollister 
Geneseo,  Illinois 

What  is  church  coming  to? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  keep  wondering  which  Protestant  de¬ 
nomination  will  win  the  race  of  the  future 
by  changing  its  name  to  “Peace  Church" 
or  perhaps  “Peace  on  Earth  Church”  or 
maybe  “We  Are  One  Church.” 

Will  it  be  the  Presbyterians,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  the  Lutherans  or  who? 

I  heard  of  one  new  church  that  calls  it¬ 
self  “Safe  Space  Church,”  certainly  an 
accurate  name  for  what  a  church  should 
be.  I  also  like  what  Matthew  Fox  said  in 
his  astounding  book,  “Coming  of  the  Cos¬ 
mic  Christ,”  that  churches  ought  to  be 
teaching  the  art  of  intimacy. 

He  mentions  some  churches  in  China 
that  advertise,  “Do  not  come  to  more 
than  one  Sunday  service  because  we  do 
not  have  extra  space." 

That  must  be  quite  a  dynamic,  mag¬ 
netic  group  of  people! 

Robyn  Jean 
Richmond,  California 


Address  letters  for  publication  to  "Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


homes  of  all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you 
find  your  new  church  paper  interesting 
and  informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  and  opinion  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  Reporter.” 


Certification  Studies  In  Education 
And 

Foundational  Studies  For  Diaconal  Ministers 

July  17-28,  1989 

Offered  by  UNITED  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY,  Dayton, 
Ohio  at  THE  SCARRITT-BENNETT  CENTER,  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

For  information  write:  Certification  and  Foundation  Stud¬ 
ies,  The  Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  1008  18th  Avenue 
South,  Nashville,  TN  37212,  or  call:  (615)  340-7476. 


My  Witness 

God  has  followed  me  all  my  life 


Carolyn  Harrell 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  New  Orleans 
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In  Nepal 

Keep  the  children  living 
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Mothers  and  their  children  benefit  from  life-saving  techniques  in  Nepal  and  around  the 
world. 


By  Norma  Kebrberg 

High  in  the  mountains  in  the  kingdom 
of  Nepal,  the  23,054-foot  Langtang  Hi- 
mal,  a  massive  snowcapped  member  of 
the  Himalayan  mountain  range,  watch¬ 
es  over  74  villages. 

Tucked  in,  perched  on  and  snuggled 
around  the  towering  mountainside,  chil¬ 
dren  live  in  villages  "where  there  is  no 
road.”  These  children  live  in  Nepal,  one 
of  the  poorest  countries  in  the  world, 
where  10  years  ago  the  infant  mortality 
rate  was  the  highest  in  the  world  at  250 
deaths  per  1,000  live  births.  However,  in 
the  remote  villages  of  this  mountain 
kingdom,  mother-child  survival  pro¬ 
grams  are  now  changing  this  grim  sta¬ 
tistic  which  measures  the  quality  of  life 
by  how  many  children  die.  Children  are 
living. 

The  “discovery”  and  application  of 
simple  but  effective  and  life-saving 
techniques  such  as  immunization,  the 
promotion  of  breast-feeding,  growth 
monitoring  of  children,  and  the  life-sav¬ 
ing  knowledge  and  use  of  “medicine 
water”  have  helped  to  save  Nepal’s 
children.  Nepal  was  one  of  the  pioneer¬ 
ing  nations  that  helped  to  develop  many 
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Monitoring  the  growth  of  children  is  essen¬ 
tial  to  good  health. 


of  the  technologies  promoted  through 
the  world  now  known  as  “GOBI"  — 
Growth  Monitoring,  Oral  Rehydration, 
Breast-Feeding  and  Immunizations. 

In  Nepal,  men  and  women  commit¬ 
ted  to  Christ  and  working  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  UNICEF  and  the  government 
of  Nepal  have  cooperated  and  devel¬ 
oped  these  life-saving  mother-child  sur¬ 
vival  programs. 

In  1972-76,  I  had  the  privilege  of 
working  with  one  of  the  most  creative 
projects  in  Nepal,  the  Lalitpur  Commu¬ 
nity  Health  Program.  Under  inspired 
leadership  with  dedicated  Nepalese  and 
expatriate  staff,  we  learned  from  the 
local  people.  By  living  and  working  to¬ 
gether  with  them  in  their  village,  we 
learned  what  was  needed  to  keep  chil¬ 
dren  alive. 

Villagers  learned  skills  from  techni¬ 
cal  personnel,  adapted  the  skills  to 
their  community  and  implemented  the 
program.  The  villagers  developed  the 
program  far  beyond  the  visions  of  the 
early  leaders. 

In  that  area,  the  infant  mortality 
rate  has  decreased  from  250  deaths  per 
1,000  live  births  to  40  deaths  per  1,000 
live  births.  One  hundred  percent  of  the 
homes  in  the  most  distant  villages  have 
clean,  running  water  within  a  10-min¬ 
ute  walk  (75  percent  have  water  taps 
outside  the  door).  More  than  half  of  the 
homes  have  sanitary  pit  latrines!  Pro¬ 
grams  promoting  kitchen  gardens,  fruit 
trees,  reforestation,  animal  husbandry 
and  adult  nonformal  functional  literacy 
provide  greater  income  and  a  better 
quality  of  life.  It  is  a  miracle. 

Children  are  living.  In  this  area,  it  is 
no  longer  true  that  “every  27  seconds 
one  child  dies.”  The  strategies  learned 
and  implemented  in  the  Lalitpur  area 
are  being  duplicated  in  the  Langtang 
area  at  the  Tipani  Center.  Originally 
developed  by  the  Freedom  from  Hun¬ 
ger  Foundation,  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  has  sup¬ 
ported  this  mother-child  survival  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  past  three  years. 


Support  for  these  programs  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  keep  the  children  living.  When 
children  live,  mothers  and  fathers  plan 
their  families,  space  their  children  and 
begin  to  live  fully  and  abundantly.  Chil¬ 
dren  are  able  to  hear  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ  wherever  they  are,  even  in 
the  Hindu  kingdom  of  Nepal. 

Through  UMCOR’s  mother-child  sur- 


“Gracias  a  Deus  (Thank  God),  our 
lives  were  spared!"  cried  Brazilians 
who  survived  tremendous  mud  slides  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  only  a  year  ago. 
They  rejoiced  and  thanked  God. 

Days  of  torrential  rains  had  brought 
heavy  flooding  and  huge  mud  slides 
that  resulted  in  the  death  of  more  than 
300  people  and  6200  million  in  damage. 
The  Rev.  James  Tims  and  his  wife  Nan¬ 
cy,  United  Methodist  missionaries  in 
Brazil,  said  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries’  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  was  there 
with  love  and  support,  helping  the  sur¬ 
vivors  to  rebuild. 


vival  program,  (Advance  #982645-1), 
you  can  support  programs  like  the  one 
described  above  in  Nepal,  Bolivia,  In¬ 
dia,  Sierra  Leone  and  other  countries. 

Norma  Kehrberg  is  associate  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  Program  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


Working  through  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Brazil,  UMCOR  provided  a 
total  of  $75,000  in  aid  immediately  to 
help  with  emergency  supplies  and  reha¬ 
bilitation.  UMCOR  sent  bundles  of 
clothing  for  distribution  to  people  who 
had  lost  their  belongings  in  the  flood. 
Most  of  the  flood  victims  were  work¬ 
ing-class  people  whose  property  and 
possessions  were  washed  away  with  the 
mud  slides. 

Each  bundle  of  supplies  sent  to  Bra¬ 
zil  represented  the  personal  Christian 
involvement  of  United  Methodists  in  lo¬ 
cal  churches  and  annual  conferences 
throughout  the  United  States. 


Brazilians  rebuild  lives 


UMCOR  celebrates  50  years  of  love  in  action 


On  March  5,  United  Methodists  in  lo¬ 
cal  churches  throughout  the  United 
States  will  be  celebrating  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing.  This  special  offering 
helps  support  the  work  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

March  is  also  the  month  many  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences  will 
kick  off  celebrations  leading  to 
UMCOR’s  50th  anniversary  in  1990.  The 
anniversary  theme  is:  “50  Years  of 
Love  in  Action.” 


The  Service  Center  in  Cincinnati  will 
have  in  stock  a  variety  of  UMCOR  an¬ 
niversary  materials  for  order.  They  in¬ 
clude  place  mats,  stickers,  posters, 
offering  envelopes,  bulletins,  decora¬ 
tive  plastic  bags,  brochures  and  pocket 
folders.  Check  the  new  1989  Service 
Center  catalog  for  descriptions  of 
items,  order  numbers  and  ordering  in¬ 
structions. 

To  help  interpret  the  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing  theme,  “Come,  Share,  Re¬ 
joice  in  the  Service  of  Love,”  a  number 
of  promotional  items  have  been  devel¬ 
oped  by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 


tions  (UMCom).  A  children’s  activity 
leaflet,  mimeo  illustrations  for  repro¬ 
duction  in  worship  bulletins  or  newslet¬ 
ters,  rice  bags  designed  for  use 
throughout  Lent,  and  videos  and  a  film¬ 
strip  describing  UMCOR’s  ministries 
are  available. 

To  order  any  of  the  materials,  write: 
Service  Center,  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,  7820  Reading  Road,  Call¬ 
er  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800, 
or  Division  of  Program  and  Benevo¬ 
lence  Interpretation,  United  Methodist 
Communications,  P.O.  Box  320,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37202-0320. 
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Teens  create  LOVE 
for  Ethiopia  appeal 


By  Heather  Stanton 

One  day,  my  dad  said  to  me,  “I’d  like 
you  to  watch  this  television  special  on 
Ethiopia.”  It  was  a  Sunday  afternoon, 
and  I  had  already  made  plans  for  the 
day.  But  not  wanting  to  upset  my  dad,  I 
said  that  I’d  stay. 

The  show  was  heartbreaking.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  people  were  dying.  There  I  sat, 
in  a  big  warm  house  with  nice  clothes, 
still  stuffed  from  lunch,  while  those 
people  starved  to  death  right  before  my 
eyes.  It  was  at  that  moment  I  decided 
that  I  had  to  do  something. 

But  what  could  I  do?  I  was  only  13 
years  old.  The  next  day  I  talked  to 
Brooke,  a  friend  at  school.  She  came  to 
my  house,  and  we  began  brainstorming. 
All  we  knew  was  that  we  wanted  to 
help.  We  talked  to  my  mom,  and  she 
started  things  rolling.  We  got  in  contact 
with  every  elementary,  junior  high  and 
high  school  in  our  town  and  in  a  town 
five  miles  away.  Together,  we  knew 
we'd  make  a  difference. 

Two  more  friends,  Stephanie  and 
Lisa,  joined  forces,  and  then  it  was  time 
to  name  ourselves.  We  called  ourselves 
Loveland  Organized  Volunteers  for 
Ethiopia  (LOVE). 

We  called  a  meeting  of  representa¬ 
tives  from  each  school  and  got  them  to 
hold  fund  raisers.  My  mom  arranged  an 
interview  with  the  local  newspaper. 
They  printed  our  story  and  pictures. 
Then  people  knew  who  we  were  and 
what  we  were  doing. 

We  organized  meetings  and  had 
speakers,  one  of  whom  had  been  to 
Ethiopia  and  seen  the  tragedy  there. 
We  had  bake  sales  at  school  regularly. 
Donations  started  coming  in.  Finally, 
by  summer’s  end,  we  were  ready  to 
send  the  money. 

I  asked  my  minister,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Link,  to  send  my  precious  package  to 
Ethiopia.  He  suggested  I  contact  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  because  that  way  every  sin- 

Sumatra:  then  and  now 


gle  penny  would  go  straight  to  Ethio¬ 
pia.  The  money  was  going  for  more 
than  just  food.  Wells  were  being  dug, 
and  an  educational  program  had  been 
set  up  to  teach  Ethiopians  how  to  farm 
and  take  care  of  themselves.  So  my  dad 
signed  the  papers  and  sent  more  than 
$800  to  UMCOR. 

I’m  proud  of  what  my  friends  and  I 
did.  I  set  out  to  make  a  difference,  and 
I  did  just  that.  I  was  13  years  old,  and  I 
helped  to  save  countless  lives.  And  look 
at  all  those  other  people  who  helped 
out,  those  who  went  to  Ethiopia. 

Today,  I’m  17  and  in  my  senior  year 
at  Loveland  High  School.  I  still  think 
about  what  we  did,  and  each  time  I  feel 
good  all  over  again.  We’d  had  our  fair 
share  of  problems.  People  had  started 
losing  interest,  and  it  was  left  to  five  or 
six  of  us  to  finish.  Schools  had  stopped 
supporting  us  out  of  fear  of  a  school 
board  policy.  But  we  still  managed  to 
raise  the  money. 

As  a  human  being,  I  had  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  do  anything  and  everything  I 
could  for  those  less  fortunate  than  me.  I 
don’t  care  if  you  are  7  or  97;  you  are 
one  of  the  lucky  ones.  You  have  homes, 
food,  an  education  and  clothing.  People 
are  still  starving,  and  you  can  help.  It 
doesn’t  take  much,  maybe  a  few  hours 
a  week  or  maybe  some  pocket  change. 

Heather  Stanton  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Loveland,  Colo,  and  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laurence  Stanton. 

From  China  to  Soviet  Armenia 


Women  in  Bangla¬ 
desh  rebuild  a 
road. 


Resiliency  aids  people 
rebuilding  in  Bangladesh 


While  touring  the  flood-ravaged  regions 
of  Bangladesh  in  October  and  Novem¬ 
ber  1988,  Norma  Kehrberg,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Committee  On  Relief  (UMCOR), 
reported:  “Throughout  the  country,  I 
was  struck  by  the  resiliency  of  people 
as  men,  women  and  children  sought  to 
put  their  lives  (back)  together. 

“One  of  the  most  telling  examples 
was  a  widow  with  three  children.  Her 
home  was  washed  out,  and  the  area 
where  she  was  living  was  under  water 
for  10  days.  As  soon  as  the  flood  waters 
receded,  she  and  her  daughters,  single- 
handedly,  moved  mud  from  the  area 
close  to  their  land  and  constructed  a 
platform  12  inches  higher  on  which  to 
put  her  house.” 

The  mother  and  her  children  recon¬ 
structed  their  “  ‘home’  using  twigs, 
sticks  and  leftover,  flood-damaged 


parts”  from  the  old  structure. 

“In  the  midst  of  this,  with  loving 
grace,  she  (the  mother)  greeted  us  and 
served  us  tea,”  Ms.  Kehrberg  recalled. 
This  family  exemplified  UMCOR’s  50th 
anniversary  theme  of  “Love  in  Action.” 

Through  contributions  to  Church 
World  Service  and  the  offices  of  the 
Christian  Commission  for  Development 
in  Bangladesh,  UMCOR  forwarded 
$50,000  for  water  purification  tablets, 
$95,000  in  partial  payment  for  polyeth¬ 
ylene  sheets  to  provide  shelter  for  5,000 
families,  $50,000  for  emergency  medi¬ 
cal  supplies  and  other  emergency 
needs,  and  $250,000  for  rehabilitation 
assistance  for  fertilizer  and  “job  cre¬ 
ation”  payments. 

A  special  bishop’s  appeal,  Bangla¬ 
desh  Emergency  (UMCOR  #202400-6), 
was  established. 


UMCOR  serves  in  80  countries 


In  December  1988,  the  world  was 
alerted  to  a  devastating  disaster  in  So¬ 
viet  Armenia:  a  major  earthquake  had 
leveled  cities  on  the  country's  north¬ 
western  border  with  Turkey,  killing 


Until  recently  Sumatran  women  had  to  carry  fresh  water  to  their  villages  in 
sealed  bamboo  tubes.  The  long  trek  down  steep  ravines  to  the  fresh  water  supply 
and  the  tortuous  climb  back  to  the  village  was  time-consuming  and  exhausting. 
Now  a  new  hydro-ram  water  pump,  installed  with  the  support  of  UMCOR,  brings 
fresh  water  to  their  village  from  a  reservoir.  A  videotape,  to  be  released  in  April, 
will  show  the  construction  of  hydro-rams  and  the  difference  they  make  in  Suma¬ 
tra.  The  videotape  will  be  available  through  your  annual  conference  resource  cen¬ 
ter. 


thousands  of  people.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
was  among  the  international  relief  agen¬ 
cies  that  responded  with  compassion. 

The  emergency  aid  given  Armenia  is 
indicative  of  UMCOR’s  history  and  pur¬ 
pose:  a  healing  ministry  that  seeks  to 
bring  relief  wherever  there  is  suffering. 
1990  will  mark  50  years  that  UMCOR 
has  served  as  United  Methodism’s  chan¬ 
nel  for  expressions  of  love  and  concern 
for  persons  in  need. 

As  the  early  church  sent  “relief  unto 
the  brethren,”  UMCOR  contributed 
$35,000  to  the  cost  of  purchasing  more 
than  75,000  pounds  of  medicines  and 
medical  supplies,  blankets  and  clothing 
that  were  shipped  to  Armenia  by 
Church  World  Service.  UMCOR’s  quick 
and  caring  response  to  the  Armenian 
crisis  came  on  the  heels  of  several  oth¬ 
er  major  disasters  in  1988  in  which 
United  Methodist  giving  made  a  differ¬ 
ence  to  people  in  need.  (UMCOR  Arme¬ 
nia  Earthquake  #250200-8) 

Within  a  month  after  Hurricane  Gil¬ 
bert  whipped  across  the  island  of  Ja¬ 
maica  last  September,  Methodist 
Church  leaders  there  received  5,000  ap¬ 
plications  for  housing  assistance.  With¬ 
in  two  months,  UMCOR  had  provided 
$154,000  in  aid  to  the  Jamaica  District 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbe¬ 
an  and  the  Americas  and  to  the  Carib¬ 
bean  Conference  of  Churches.  This  aid 
included  $10,000  for  assistance  to  chil¬ 
dren  affected  by  the  hurricane. 
(UMCOR  Hurricane  Gilbert  Relief 
#982422-2  and  UMCOR  Jamaica  Relief 


#420625-4) 

UMCOR’s  mandate  is  “to  alleviate 
suffering  out  of  Christian  conviction.” 
This  was  established  in  1940  by  the 
General  Conference  of  what  was  then 
the  Methodist  Church.  Church  members 
had  been  stirred  by  the  pain  and  an¬ 
guish  they  witnessed  in  Europe,  east¬ 
ern  Asia  and  Africa  as  World  War  II 
took  its  toll  in  human  lives.  Out  of  a  sense 
of  mission,  the  church  established  the 
Methodist  Committee  for  Overseas  Re¬ 
lief  (MCOR),  the  forerunner  of  UMCOR. 

The  new  committee  was  authorized 
to  work  with  established  relief  agencies 
such  as  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  in  channeling  Methodist 
gifts  for  relief.  However,  it  was  also  au¬ 
thorized  to  give  aid  directly  through 
other  Methodist  agencies.  In  the  first 
two  years,  MCOR  provided  a  million 
dollars  in  assistance  to  China,  a  country 
that  had  30  million  to  40  million  refu¬ 
gees  within  its  borders.  MCOR  was 
launched  as  “an  agency  to  minister  to 
refugees,  to  people  caught  in  disaster 
and  to  the  hungry.” 

Today  UMCOR’s  program  emphases 
are  called  the  “four  Rs”:  relief,  reha¬ 
bilitation,  the  root  causes  of  hunger, 
and  refugee  ministries.  In  1988,  851  ref¬ 
ugees  were  resettled  with  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  United  Methodist  churches  and 
agencies.  Another  675  received  aid 
through  direct  grants  or  the  assistance 
of  ecumenical  agencies  supported  by 
United  Methodists.  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  reaches  out  to  people  in 
more  than  80  countries,  putting  love 
into  action. 
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In  Mozambique 

A  great  opportunity  for  outreach 


The  nature  of  the  emergency  in  Mo¬ 
zambique  is  that  nearly  6  million  peo¬ 
ple,  in  both  rural  and  urban  areas,  are 
facing  food  shortages  caused  by 
drought  and  terrorist  activities. 

That  is  how  Alfredo  B.  Mazive,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist  Center  for 
Rural  and  Industrial  Development 
(CEMUDRI),  described  conditions  in 
Mozambique,  a  country  torn  by  politi¬ 
cal  destabilization  and  armed  conflict. 

“The  church  is  aware  of  the  amount 
of  mental  and  physical  energy  which 
could  be  released  for  material  self-bet¬ 
terment  if  people  were  freed  from  fear 
of  war  and  banditry,”  Mr.  Mazive  said. 
Through  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)-supported  projects 
in  Mozambique,  the  church  is  caring  for 
the  whole  person  —  body,  mind  and 
soul.  "The  church  has  a  great  opportu¬ 


nity  for  reaching  people.  It  is  perhaps 
the  only  organization  which  is  based  at 
the  very  grass  roots  of  the  community 
and  whose  leaders  speak  to  thousands 
of  citizens  each  week.  It  is  best  suited, 
therefore,  for  the  task  of  motivation  for 
development.  The  church  is  fostering 
projects  which  give  incentive  and  cre¬ 
ativeness  to  local  people.” 

CEMUDRI,  a  UMCOR-related  proj¬ 
ect,  was  started  by  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Mozambique.  It  helps  local 
people  to  become  self-reliant  by  teach¬ 
ing  them  how  to  make  better  use  of  lo¬ 
cal  resources.  The  project,  centered  on 
the  outskirts  of  Maputo,  teaches  live¬ 
stock  care,  food  conservation,  furniture 
making,  planting  and  harvesting,  and 
sewing.  A  second  project  site  has  been 
added  in  the  green  zones  around  Inham- 
bane,  at  the  urging  of  the  government. 


“It  is  exciting  to  visit  CEMUDRI  and 
see  what  we  have  accomplished  in  the 
two  and  a  half  years  since  we  received 
the  first  grant  from  UMCOR  as  a  start¬ 
up  budget,”  Mr.  Mazive  reported  to 
UMCOR  directors.  The  project  has  pur¬ 
chased  a  poultry  incubator  and  a  water 
pump  and  irrigation  system  for  the 
farm.  It  is  building  a  carpentry  work¬ 
shop  for  training,  a  fish  pond  for  dem¬ 
onstrations  and  a  classroom  for 
seminarians. 

“I  am  personally  thankful  to  UMCOR 
for  all  it  has  done  for  me  and  my  fam¬ 
ily,  for  giving  us  this  great  and  unique 
opportunity  to  serve  God  with  our  skills 
and  commitment,”  said  Mr.  Mazive. 
“Thank  you,  UMCOR,  for  all  your  sup¬ 
port,  given  time  after  time.” 
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Norma  Kehrberg,  associate  general 
secretary  of  UMCOR,  holds  Moses,  a 
Mozambican  boy  who  lost  bis  parents 
in  a  1987  massacre.  Ms.  Kehrberg  vis¬ 
ited  the  Chicuque  Hospital  in  Mozam¬ 
bique. 


UMCOR  touches  needs 


of  Haitian  refugees 


They  have  refused  to  receive  people 
from  the  churches  wanting  to  visit  the 
Haitians  detained  there. 

“The  help  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  the  Florida  Confer¬ 
ence  and  the  Miami  District  enables  us 
to  pursue  work  in  evangelism  and 
Christian  education.  We  have  had  a 
seminar  with  eight  Haitian  pastors  pur¬ 
suing  lay  leadership. 

“In  Haiti,  the  Methodist  Church  has 
pioneered  the  work  of  reforestation. 
The  land  has  been  devastated  by  hurri¬ 
canes  and  human  neglect.  We  planted 
thousands  of  trees,  literally.  The 
churches  have  been  doing  it,  and  first  in 
line  has  been  the  Methodist  Church. 
UMCOR  has  supported  all  (our)  devel¬ 
opment  projects.” 


“Come,  Share,  Rejoice  in  the  Service 
of  Love,”  is  the  theme  for  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  during  the  1989  Lenten 
season.  It  is  a  time  for  sharing  with 
those  in  need. 

Each  contribution  to  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  offering  March  5  helps 
support  the  healing  ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  goal  is  to  have 
every  United  Methodist  church  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  special  offering  by  1990, 
the  year  UMCOR  celebrates  its  50th  an¬ 
niversary. 

The  mission  of  UMCOR  is  to  serve 
suffering  people  everywhere,  including 
street  children  in  Brazil,  drought  vic¬ 


tims  in  India,  and  flood  victims  in  West 
Virginia.  UMCOR  answers  calls  for 
help  from  people  affected  by  as  many 
as  100  different  disasters  a  year.  Since 
1949,  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  has 
enabled  the  church  to  answer  those 
calls.  Gifts  to  One  Great  Hour  of  Shar¬ 
ing  help  support  these  programs  and 
more  than  250  other  in  more  than  80 
countries,  including  the  United  States. 

United  Methodists  express  their  love 
and  desire  to  be  a  part  of  helping  and 
healing  ministries  by  giving  to  the  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering.  While 
contributions  are  made  to  designated 
UMCOR  projects  through  the  General 
Advance,  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  is 
the  largest  amount  of  undesignated 


money  UMCOR  receives.  The  offering 
undergirds  the  ministry  of  UMCOR  and 
assures  that  compassionate  gifts  of 
love  go  to  the  people  who  need  them. 

In  Senegal  the  people  are  “rolling 
back  the  desert”  through  an  UMCOR- 
supported  reforestation  and  desert  rec¬ 
lamation  project.  And  the  eyes  of 
starving  children  in  drought-stricken 
and  war-torn  areas  around  the  world 
shine  brighter  because  of  UMCOR  pro¬ 
grams  such  as  Mother/Child  Survival 
(UMCOR  #982645-1)  and  the  1-2-3  Hun¬ 
ger  Challenge  (UMCOR  #982920-4).  But 
still  some  40,000  children  die  every  day 
from  hunger-related  diseases.  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  is  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  put  love  into  action. 


Wood,  the  main  source  of  energy  in 
Haiti,  is  used  for  charcoal,  houses  and 
furnishings.  It  is  also  scarce.  Trees 
have  been  cut  down,  leaving  the  land 
vulnerable  to  erosion.  UMCOR's  Agri¬ 
cultural,  Water  and  Reforestation  Pro¬ 
gram  (UMCOR  #418309-4)  is  vital  to 
Haiti's  future.  Trees  are  planted  to  re¬ 
habilitate  eroded  land.  This  compre¬ 
hensive  development  program 
improves  the  water  supply  and  the  ani¬ 
mal  stock  and  introduces  new  types  of 
fruits  and  vegetables.  The  various 
projects  are  operating  either  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  government  or 
through  the  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Caribbean  and  the  Americas. 


Come,  share,  rejoice  in  the  service  of  love 


Worker  demon¬ 
strates  how  to  use  an 
irrigation  pump  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Center 
for  Rural  and  Indus¬ 
trial  Development 
(CEMUDRI). 


Mr.  Rocourt 


The  following 
are  excerpts  from 
an  interview  with 
the  Rev.  Alain  Ro¬ 
court,  who  es¬ 
caped  to  the 
United  States  in 
1987  with  the  aid 
of  the  United 
Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  after  his 
house  was  bombed  during  political  up¬ 
risings  in  his  native  Haiti.  He  was  as¬ 
sisted  through  UMCOR's  Refugee 
Ministries  Program.  He  served  on  the 
Haitian  electoral  commission  that 
worked  for  free  elections  after  former 
President  Jean  Claude  Duvalier  was 
deposed.  Mr.  Rocourt  now  resides  in 
Miami  and  works  with  Haitians  in 
United  Methodist  churches  there. 

"Thanks  to  UMCOR,  ...  I  can  be  in 
this  country. 

“It  is  certain  that  UMCOR’s  help  is 
touching  upon  the  most  serious  needs  of 
Haitian  refugees  (here).  We  have  been 
able  to  help  people  who  are  completely 
lost  in  this  country;  many  have  health 
problems,  shelter  problems.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  providing  very  di¬ 
versified  ministry  for  Haitian  refugees 
and  for  other  refugees.  We  are  able  to 
help  people  face  life  with  a  ray  of  hope. 
We  have  a  day-care  center.  We  are 
meeting  about  the  situation  at  the 
Krome  Detention  Center  in  Miami. 
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In  recognition  of  UMCOR's  work 

West  Michiganders  push  toward  goal 


By  Esther  Brown 

Our  West  Michi¬ 
gan  Conference 
hunger  committee 
is  looking  forward 
to  full  participa¬ 
tion  of  conference 
churches  in  One 
Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  by  1990, 
the  year  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Com- 
Ms.  Brown  mittee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  celebrates  “50  Years  of  Love 
in  Action.” 

The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  em¬ 
phasis  begins  with  this  year’s  special 
offering  March  5. 

In  preparation  for  UMCOR’s  50th  an¬ 
niversary,  our  hunger  committee  is 
working  on  plans  to  help  facilitate  cele¬ 
brations  in  local  churches  and  districts 
and  at  the  1990  annual  conference. 

The  role  of  the  Hunger  Committee  is 
to  help  people  throughout  the  confer¬ 
ence  celebrate  and  reflect  on  the  work 
of  UMCOR.  But,  even  more  important¬ 
ly,  the  committee  sees  this  as  a  time 
for  us  to  move  forward  with  education 
about  the  needs  of  people  in  the  world 
and  about  UMCOR’s  role.  It  is  also  a 
time  to  revitalize  and  rededicate  our¬ 
selves  to  helping  hungry  and  hurting 
people  in  our  world  and  get  other  peo¬ 
ple  active  and  involved. 

As  the  anniversary  theme  says  so 
well,  UMCOR  has  provided  "50  Years 
of  Love  in  Action.”  We  want  to  renew  our 
commitment  to  the  work  of  UMCOR  so 
that  we  can  “put  our  love  into  action 
and  make  it  real.”  (1  John  3:18,  Ameri¬ 
can  Translation) 

We  started  emphasizing  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  in  1989  with  a  goal  to 
have  each  church  take  the  offering  by 
1990. 

The  emphasis  will  be  made  at  each 
1989  district  meeting  with  offering  en¬ 
velopes/leaflets.  A  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  special  issue  of  the  UMCOR 
newsletter,  UPDATE,  went  into  Cen- 
terPiece,  the  conference  monthly  mail¬ 
ing,  which  is  sent  to  about  2,000 
conference  leaders.  Letters  were  also 
sent  to  each  pastor  and  hunger  coordi¬ 
nator  asking  that  the  offering  be  taken. 
A  story  in  the  Michigan  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate,  along  with  an  anniversary  T- 
shirt,  introduced  at  district  meetings, 
provide  a  big  push  for  the  offering  and 
the  celebration. 
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The  Albion  District  scheduled  Dr. 
Norma  Kehrberg,  associate  general 
secretary  of  UMCOR,  as  its  district 
meeting  speaker  to  kick  off  its  50th  an¬ 
niversary  celebration. 

We  made  a  presentation  to  our  coun¬ 
cil  and  gave  progress  updates.  We  invit¬ 
ed  leaders  of  the  conference  to 
participate  and  supplied  information  on 
the  various  materials  that  will  be  avail¬ 
able  to  help  celebrate  the  50th  anniver¬ 
sary. 

One  presentation  included  a  brief  his¬ 
tory  of  UMCOR  and  some  of  the  things 
that  have  made  it  successful  in  west 
Michigan.  That  meant  uplifting  the  im¬ 
portance  of  interpretation.  We  have  a 
successful  hunger  program  because  we 
have  so  many  interpreters.  We  help 
send  people  to  see  the  work  of  UMCOR, 
and  the  experience  changes  their  lives. 
I  am  an  example  of  this. 

Seeing  UMCOR’s  work  in  Egypt  just 
set  me  on  fire.  We  saw  how  we  are 
helping  people  to  help  themselves,  so 
that  they  can  help  others.  We  came 
back  to  our  conference  to  tell  the  story. 
This  helped  set  churches  on  fire  for  the 
work  of  UMCOR. 

One  presentation  to  the  council  includ¬ 
ed  a  request  for  funds  for  a  UMCOR  trip 
to  India  in  1990  and  a  challenge  to  United 
Methodists  to  give  2  cents  per  meal. 
The  India  trip  will  be  scheduled  early 
in  the  year.  This  way,  participants  will 
be  doing  interpretation  during  the  cele¬ 
bration  year. 

Anniversary  activities 
At  annual  conference  1989: 

—  Read  and  adopt  bishop's  resolu¬ 
tion  on  the  150th  anniversary; 


To  commemorate  the  50th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR).  Brian  Hurley  com¬ 
posed  this  song. 

“Love  in  Action” 

A  baby  cries;  we  dry  its  tears 
Then  we  help  to  calm  a  mother’s  fears. 
We’re  the  friend  who  sees  and  hears 
And  lends  a  helping  hand. 

We’re  love  in  action 
Reaching  out,  being  there. 

We’re  love  in  action 
Bringing  hope;  showing  we  care. 

When  anyone  calls  we  hear  it 
And  fill  the  world  with  the  gifts  of  the 
Spirit. 

We  re  love,  love,  love, 

Love,  love,  love, 

Love,  love,  love  in  action. 

When  famine  comes,  we  gather  grain, 
Shelter  families  from  relentless  rain. 
We’re  the  smile  that  eases  pain 
And  says,  “I  understand.” 

We’re  love  in  action 
Reaching  out;  being  there. 

We’re  love  in  action 
Bringing  hope,  showing  we  care. 

When  anyone  calls  we  hear  it 
And  fill  the  world  with  the  gifts  of  the 
Spirit. 

We’re  love,  love,  love, 

Love,  love,  love, 

Love,  love,  love  in  action. 


—  Introduce  50th  anniversary  mate¬ 
rials,  including  a  new  video  and  a  large 
display  room; 

—  Adopt  a  goal  of  $10  per  member. 

In  the  districts: 

—  Put  information  and  materials  in 
district  newsletters; 

—  Ask  district  hunger  coordinators 
to  develop  various  means  of  getting  in¬ 
formation  to  local  churches; 

—  Display  anniversary  materials  at 
leadership  events; 

—  Celebrate  in  district  meetings. 

In  local  churches: 

—  Send  letters  to  pastors  and  local 
church  hunger  coordinators  asking 
their  help; 

—  Use  UMCOR  interpreters  from 
the  conference; 

—  Celebrate  through  worship,  church 
gatherings,  and  meetings  of  United 
Methodist  Women  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men. 

At  annual  conference  1990: 

—  Feature  the  Rev.  Samuel  Habib, 
head  of  the  Coptic  Evangelical  Church 
in  Egypt,  as  speaker  at  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  other  conference  events; 

—  Set  up  a  global  village  to  show  the 
work  of  UMCOR  and  to  help  us  gain 
global  exposure. 

Other  plans  for  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  celebration  are  in  the  making.  Our 
plans  are  submitted  to  the  program 
committee  of  the  annual  conference 
and  to  Bishop  Judith  Craig.  They  in¬ 
clude  media  coverage  in  the  conference 
newspaper  and  conference  and  district 
newsletters  and  UMCOR  displays  and 
anniversary  materials  at  the  area  pas- 


When  people  flee  their  homes  in  times 
of  war, 

Seeking  refuge  on  a  foreign  shore, 

We’re  their  hope,  an  open  door, 

A  welcome  place  to  land. 

We’re  love  in  action 
Reaching  out;  being  there. 

We’re  love  in  action 
Bringing  hope;  showing  we  care. 

When  anyone  calls  we  hear  it 
And  fill  the  world  with  the  gifts  of  the 
Spirit. 

We’re  love,  love,  love 
Love,  love,  love, 

Love,  love,  love  in  action. 


Artist  Katheryn  Trenshaw  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  makes  silk-screen  T- 
shirts  for  the  West  Michigan  Confer¬ 
ence  celebration  of  UMCOR’s  50th 
anniversary. 

tor’s  school,  leadership  training  events 
and  schools  of  Christian  mission. 

Our  goals  is  to  give  every  United 
Methodist  in  our  conference  a  chance  to 
reflect  on  the  past  work  of  UMCOR  and 
then  look  to  the  future  to  see  how  we 
can  move  into  the  second  50  years  with 
renewed  zeal  and  dedication.  Together 
we  can  help  people  so  that  they,  too, 
can  have  hope  for  life. 

Esther  Brown  is  chairwoman  of  the 
West  Michigan  Conference  hunger 
committee. 


We’ll  keep  on  giving. 

There’s  so  much  to  be  done. 

The  greatest  joy  of  living 
Is  sharing  God’s  love  with  everyone. 

We’re  love  in  action 
Reaching  out;  being  there. 

We’re  love  in  action 
Bringing  hope;  showing  we  care. 

When  anyone  calls  we  hear  it 
And  fill  the  world  with  the  gifts  of  the 
Spirit. 

We’re  love,  love,  love, 

Love,  love,  love, 

Love,  love,  love  in  action. 

®  1988  by  Brian  Hurley.  Licensed  to 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  for  use. 


UMCOR  Resource  Book . 
1989-90 

This  newly  revised  and  updated  edi¬ 
tion  is  a  guide  to  UMCOR  programs, 
projects  and  relations.  It  presents 
UMCOR  projects  for  1989-90.  Order  item 
#1397  from:  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Service  Center,  7820  Read¬ 
ing  Road,  Caller  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45222-1800.  $3  a  copy  plus  postage  and 
handling. 


New  song  highlights  ' Love  in  Action' 
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Who  are  baby  boomers?  Can  church  reach  them? 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Baby  boomers.  They’re  not  who— 
or  what— you  might  expect. 

And  if  your  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  wants  to  bring  “boomers” 
into  its  membership,  you’ll  probably 
have  to  work  at  providing  them: 

•  Ministries  that  meet  their  unusu¬ 
al  needs. 

•  Missions  they  find  genuinely 
meaningful. 

That  advice  is  part  of  a  veritable 
explosion  of  information  being  taught 
around  the  country  by  six  United 
Methodist  regional  seminars  called 
"Reaching  for  the  Baby  Boomers.” 

The  seminars  are  sponsored  by  the 
Christian  education  section  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Seventy-five  United  Methodists  re¬ 
cently  braved  icy  streets  and  below- 
freezing  temperatures  to  attend  the 
second  of  these  sessions,  a  two-day 
seminar  in  Dallas.  In  it,  the  Rev.  W. 
Kirk  McNeill  and  the  Rev.  Robert  D. 
Paul  trained  participants  to  lead  sim¬ 
ilar  workshops  for  their  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Each  regional  seminar  uses  a  work¬ 


book  written  by  Mr.  McNeill  and  Mr. 
Paul  and  videotape  segments  by  vari¬ 
ous  experts  presenting  the  most  re¬ 
cent  information  on  who  baby 
boomers  are  and  what  they  want 
from  their  lives. 

The  seminar  points  out  that  baby 
boomers  are  characterized  by: 

y  Age.  They  were  born  between 
1946  and  1964. 

/  Education.  Boomers  are  the 
most  educated  generation  in  history. 
One  in  four  has  a  college  degree.  By 
contrast,  in  their  parents’  generation, 
only  one  in  10  had  a  degree. 

/  High-pressure,  high-stress  envi¬ 
ronments.  Most  baby-boom  households 
are  composed  of  people  who  work  a  lot 
and  have  multiple  obligations. 

/  An  ethic  of  self-fulfillment  that 
doesn’t  necessarily  translate  into  the 
“yuppie”  [young,  upwardly  mobile, 
professional  people]  stereotype  of 
selfish  materialism. 

“To  boomers,  self-fulfillment  is  be¬ 
ing  able  to  live  out  their  call  in 
Christ,”  Mr.  McNeill  emphasized. 
"Their  questions  are:  ‘What  is  God 
calling  me  to  do?  How  do  I  know?’  ” 


One  of  the  most  surprising  statis¬ 
tics-one  that  debunks  the  selfishness 
myth  about  baby  boomers— was  put 
forth  in  the  videotape  segment  by  the 
Rev.  Tex  Sample.  Dr.  Sample  is  pro¬ 
fessor  of  church  and  society  at  United 
Methodism’s  St.  Paul  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

He  quoted  a  United  Way  study  that 
found  that  72  percent  of  baby  boom¬ 
ers  earn  $10,000  or  less  a  year. 

“You  can  see  what  that  would  do  to 
a  psychology  of  affluence,”  Dr.  Sam¬ 
ple  said  on  the  videotape. 

Mr.  McNeill  said  that  researching 
and  directing  the  baby-boomers  semi¬ 
nars  has  totally  reversed  his  opinion 
of  the  generation. 

"When  I  began  this  research  two 
years  ago,  I  thought  boomers  were 
selfish,”  he  said.  “At  this  moment  I 
have  more  optimism  about  this  gener¬ 
ation  than  any  other. 

"They  want  to  do  something  worth¬ 
while.  I  think  The  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  to  be  changed  and 
graced  by  the  gifts  they  bring. 

“God’s  already  out  among  the  boom¬ 
ers.  We  need  to  get  out  and  join  them.” 

The  Dallas  workshop  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  of  six.  One  was  held  in  January  in 


Expert  advice:  ‘Understand  stresses 9 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

How  can  your  United  Methodist 
congregation  design  programs  that 
will  appeal  to  baby  boomers? 

One  way  is  to  understand  the 
stresses  baby  boomers  endure,  says 
Dr.  Martha  Farnsworth  Riche,  a  se¬ 
nior  editor  with  “American  Demogra¬ 
pher”  magazine. 

In  her  videotape  segment  of  the 
baby  boomers  workshop  (see  main 
story  above),  Dr.  Riche  points  out 
four  traditional  and  four  non-tradi- 
tional  values  that  set  up  a  constant 
tension  among  boomers: 

•  Home  vs.  globalism.  Baby  boom¬ 
ers  are  “homebodies,”  but  they  also 
understand  and  are  “plugged  in”  to 
the  world  at  large  through  television, 
telephones  and  home  computers. 


•  Traditional  marriage  roles  vs. 
unisex  lifestyles.  Marriage  to  boom¬ 
ers  is  a  partnership,  but  household 
functions,  such  as  child-rearing  and 
housework,  are  shared  by  both 
spouses. 

•  Family  vs.  individualism.  Family 
is  extremely  important  to  baby  boom¬ 
ers.  but  they  also  strive  to  allow  indi¬ 
viduals  within  the  family  to  fulfill  as 
many  of  their  desires  as  possible. 
That  includes  their  children,  whose 
opinions  are  listened  to  and  valued. 

•  Work  vs.  instant  gratification. 
Boomers  are  hard-working  but  not  for 
long  periods  of  time.  They  want  to  see 
results  quickly.  That  can  translate 
into  short-term  adult  Sunday  school 
classes  or  quarterly,  rather  than  an¬ 
nual,  stewardship  drives. 


Knowing  these  values  can  help  lo¬ 
cal  churches  make  changes  that  will 
attract  baby  boomers  and  hold  their 
interest,  Dr.  Riche  said. 

She  suggested  three  broad  changes 
as  a  start  for  congregations  seeking 
to  reach  baby  boomers: 

y  Advertise.  Spell  out,  loudly  and 
clearly,  who  your  church  is  and  where 
you  are. 

y  Let  people  know  what  benefits 
you  offer,  like  social  activities  for  sin¬ 
gles  or  child  care  for  parents.  Be  spe¬ 
cific;  boomers  don’t  respond  to 
generalities. 

y  Provide  ‘‘customer  service.” 
Don’t  just  welcome  new  people  when 
they  appear.  Be  flexible  in  meeting 
their  needs. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Atlanta,  one  last  week  in  Minneapolis 
and  another  this  week  in  Denver. 

Other  seminar  dates  are  March  2-5 
in  San  Francisco  and  March  9-11  in 
Albany,  N.Y. 


Mr.  Paul  said  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  will  track  the  success  of  the  baby 
boomer  workshops  by  surveying  indi¬ 
viduals  and  churches  who  put  the 
workshop’s  techniques  into  practice. 


Who's  Who 


Among  the  Baby  Boomers? 


(Total  baby  boomer  population  —  77  million  people) 


High  Income 


4% 

Elite  Workers 


6% 

Yuppies 


Source:  “American  Demographics"  magazine,  1986  *  =  10% 

Yuppies:  Professionals  and  managers  earn  a  minimum  of  $30, OCX)  annually 
Elite  Workers:  Specialists  and  technicians  earn  $20,000  —  $30,000  annually 
Would-Be’s:  Teachers,  artists,  etc.  earning  $10,000  —  $20,000  annually 
Workers:  Secretaries,  clerks,  laborers,  etc.  earn  $10,000  or  less  annually 
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Do  religions  see  God  from  different  perspectives? 


By  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER— Do  Christians,  Hindus  and 
Buddhists  “all  believe  in  the  same  God  and 
see  God  from  different  perspectives?” 

That  was  the  question  raised  by  Dr. 
Diana  Eck,  a  United  Methodist  minister, 
during  the  recent  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
Week  of  Graduate  Lectures  and  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference  Pastors’ 
School. 

Dr.  Eck  is  a  professor  of  comparative 
religion  and  Indian  studies  at  Harvard 
University. 

Her  presence  was  commanding  as  she 
pushed  up  her  sleeves  and  spread  her  arms 
wide  across  the  pulpit  to  address  an  audi¬ 
ence  heavily  laden  with  men  in  dark  suits. 

Now  43,  Dr.  Eck  was  20  when  she  first 
traveled  to  India.  She  said  she  has  tried 
since  then  to  determine  “what  it  means 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— One  of  Armenia’s  top 
Christian  church  leaders— His  Holiness 
Vasken  I,  supreme  patriarch  of  the  Ar¬ 
menian  Church— thanked  Americans,  in¬ 
cluding  United  Methodists,  last  week  for 
aiding  victims  of  the  Dec.  7  earthquake 
in  his  country. 

As  part  of  that  massive  outpouring  of 
aid  from  the  West,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  immediately  sent  more  than 
$35,000  to  Armenia  through  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  relief  arm  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  23.) 

In  addition,  for  the  first  time  in  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  history,  an  Advance  num¬ 
ber  (No.  250200-8)  was  established  to 
enable  United  Methodists  to  contribute 
directly  to  a  relief  project  in  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Through  the  end  of  January,  United 
Methodists  had  replenished  their  agen¬ 
cy’s  initial  $35,000  grant  and  had  given 
an  additional  $200,933.74  to  Armenian  re¬ 
lief  via  the  Advance,  said  Cliff  Smith, 
who  handles  those  receipts  for  the 
church’s  world  mission  board. 

Catholicos  Vasken  was  in  the  United 


to  be  a  person  of  faith. 

“How  do  we  as  Christians  take  seriously 
the  faith  of  our  neighbors  who  are  not 
Christians?"  she  asked.  “Is  our  God  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  Buddhist?  If  not,  why  not?  If 
God  is,  what  are  we  all  about,  we  who 
have  thought  ourselves  to  be  God’s  people? 

"Do  we  all  believe  in  the  same  God  and 
see  God  from  different  perspectives? 

"Do  they  see  a  partially-veiled  God 
and  we  the  full  God? 

"Do  they  worship  false  gods  and  we 
the  true  God?” 

A  1967-68  Fulbright  Scholar  widely 
known  for  her  1982  book,  “Banaras,  City 
of  Light,”  Dr.  Eck  is  a  principal  contrib¬ 
utor  to  a  study  guide  published  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  in  1986:  “My 
Neighbor’s  Faith  and  Mine.” 

She  said  the  guide  has  been  translated 


States  to  meet  with  Armenian  emigres  to 
discuss  rebuilding  devastated  parts  of  the 
Maryland-sized  Soviet  republic. 

Through  an  interpreter,  he  said  he  was 
grateful  not  only  for  material  aid  such  as 
food  and  clothing,  but  also  for  what  he 
called  the  “spiritual  and  moral’’  assistance. 

"We  consider  that  greater  than  any  other 
kind  of  assistance,"  said  Catholicos  Vasken. 

The  expressions  of  moral  support,  he 
said,  “strengthened  us  in  our  spirit.” 

According  to  Catholicos  Vasken,  the 
earthquake  left  four  large  cities  and  58 
villages  in  Armenia  “demolished  and  de¬ 
stroyed,”  25,000  dead  and  20,000  injured. 

The  pressing  need  now,  Catholicos 
Vasken  said,  is  to  lay  plans  for  rebuild¬ 
ing  the  devastated  areas. 

He  visited  late  last  week  with  Dr.  Nor¬ 
ma  Kehrberg,  head  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief,  and  other 
representatives  with  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches’  relief  arm  to  discuss 
what  role  western  churches  can  play  in 
the  reconstruction  effort. 

Reporter  Associate  Editor  Glen  Larum 
contributed  to  this  story. 


into  16  languages  and  is  used  worldwide. 

"Most  books  raise  the  question  of  plu¬ 
ralism  theoretically  rather  than  as  a 
question  arising  out  of  our  own  experi¬ 
ences  with  other  people,”  Dr.  Eck  said. 

“But  our  questions  aren’t  theoretical. 
The  non-Christian  is  a  person  whose  life 
engages  our  own  . . .  and  whose  claim  to 
salvation  can’t  . . .  somehow  be  attributed 
to  Jesus  Christ,  no  matter  what  we  think.” 

She  said  the  study  guide  addresses 
such  issues  as  the  Christian  creed:  “I  be¬ 
lieve  in  God  who  created  heaven  and 
earth _ ” 

"This  says  something  about  God,”  she 
said.  “This  is  not  a  tribal  God.  . . .  We’re 
making  a  statement  about  God’s  one¬ 
ness.  We’re  making  a  statement  about 
the  religious  view  of  creation  of  the 
world. . . . 

Phone  Q&A 
has  top  year 

NASHVILLE— How  many  phone 
calls  can  you  answer  in  an  hour? 

How  about  20.8? 

That’s  the  average  handled  last 
year  by  InfoServ,  a  nationwide  tele¬ 
phone  information  service  run  by 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

Dr.  Roger  Burgess,  chief  executive 
for  the  denomination’s  communica¬ 
tions  agency,  said  staff  members  an¬ 
swered  33,859  questions,  highest  in 
InfoServ  history. 

He  said  the  total  was  hiked  by 
callers  interested  in  1988  General 
Conference  legislative  actions  and 
in  jurisdictional  conference  elec¬ 
tions  of  bishops. 

Toll-free  InfoServ  number: 

(800)  251-8140. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Israeli-Palestinian 
crisis. 

Peace  in  Central  America. 

The  fight  for  just  and  free  societies  in 
southern  Africa. 

These  are  among  international  issues 
recently  singled  out  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Panel  on  International  Affairs  to  be 
addressed  during  the  next  four  years. 

Most  of  the  panel’s  50  members  are  di¬ 
rectors  and  staff  members  of  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  world  mission  and  social  action 
agencies. 

Although  it  has  no  official  powers,  the 
panel  helps  gather,  provide  and  analyze 
information  on  international  issues  and 
suggests  strategies  the  church  can  use  to 
respond  to  those  issues. 

Dr.  Ibrahim  Abu-Lughoud,  a  member 
of  the  Palestine  National  Council,  told 
the  panel  that  both  Jews  and  Palestin¬ 
ians  who  live  in  Israel  must  acknowledge 
each  other  as  a  people,  culture  and  na¬ 
tional  community  and  establish  a  politi¬ 
cal  existence  acceptable  to  both. 

This  cannot  be  accomplished  if  "one  of 
these  two  peoples  (is  denied)  the  right  to 
self-determination,”  said  Dr.  Abu-Lugh- 


“And  what  about  scripture?  What  does 
it  mean  for  us,  as  Christians,  that  for  our 
neighbors  there  are  other  writings  that 
are  regarded  as  sacred?  And  what  about 
when  those  writings  speak  to  us?  Do  the 
scriptures  of  other  people  sometimes 
lead  us  to  a  wider  understanding  of  God? 

"What  about  Jesus  Christ?  . . .  When 
we  speak  of  Jesus,  we  also  speak  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  commitment  and  faith,  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  love.  . . .  But  ‘You’re  the  only 
one  for  me’  doesn’t  mean  you’ve  made  a 
systematic  survey  of  all  the  possible 
partners  in  the  world.” 

Dr.  Eck  related  an  anecdote  in  which  a 
non-Christian  once  asked,  “How  is  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  believe  that  God  would  show 
himself  but  once?  What  kind  of  stingy 
God  is  that?  And  what  kind  of  stingy  peo- 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

BLUEFIELDS,  Nicaragua— Hurricane 
Joan— one  of  1 988 ’s  major  disasters— 
caused  an  estimated  $828  million  in  dam¬ 
ages  when  it  hit  Nicaragua  Oct.  21. 

In  the  words  of  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  C.P.  Minnick  (Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area),  it 
“added  tragedy  to  tragedy.”  Bishop  Min¬ 
nick  recently  went  to  areas  damaged  by 
the  hurricane  as  part  of  a  delegation  of 
Methodist  and  United  Methodist  bishops 
visiting  Nicaragua. 

The  most  dramatic  damage  was  along 
the  Atlantic  coast,  where  the  fishing  port 
city  of  Bluefields  (population  40,000)  was 
ripped  apart.  Residents  literally  have 
picked  up  the  pieces  to  rebuild  their 
homes,  a  reconstruction  effort  largely 
ignored  in  the  United  States. 


oud,  a  professor  at  Northwestern  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (Nebraska 
Area),  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
world  mission  board,  told  panel  mem¬ 
bers  their  call  for  peace  in  Central 
America  is  timely  because  of  the  change 
in  U.S.  administrations  and  improved  re¬ 
lations  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Soviet  Union. 

“Out  of  this  experience  we  could  be  at 
a  historic  moment  if  we  would  only  seize 
the  opportunity,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Hearn  was  part  of  a  delegation 
of  United  Methodist  and  Latin  American 
Methodist  bishops  who  recently  spent  a 
week  in  Nicaragua  and  issued  "A  Decla¬ 
ration  of  Peace  and  Solidarity”  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  3). 

Barbara  Weaver,  a  staff  member  of 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  world  mission  board,  showed  the 
panel  a  video  discussing  the  impact  of 
the  burden  of  debt  on  Latin  America. 

The  Joint  Panel  on  International  Af¬ 
fairs  named  Donna  Boe  of  Pocatello, 
Idaho,  chairperson  and  Ronald  Bretsch 
of  Norwood,  N.Y.,  vice  chairperson. 


pie  would  believe  that?” 

“What  I  really  believe,”  she  told  the 
Iliff  audience,  “is  that  dialogue  with  oth¬ 
er  people  of  other  faiths  is  enriching  and 
obligatory.  One  can  be  in  dialogue  with 
people  with  whom  one’s  beliefs  differ. 
People  are  afraid  of  some  watered-down 
world  religion,  but  dialogue  doesn’t 
mean  agreement .  .  . 

“If  one  looks  at  the  way  Christ  was  liv¬ 
ing,  it  really  does  lead  us  into  relentless 
relationship  with  the  other.  I  don’t  think 
that  to  be  faithful  leads  us  into  exclusive 
relationship.  All  we  can  do  is  witness  to 
our  own  faith. . . . 

“The  aim  is  harmony,  not  agreement.” 

Ms.  Healy  is  a  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  and  free-lance  writer  in  Golden, 
Colo. 


The  Rev.  John  Wilson,  a  Moravian  pas¬ 
tor  in  Nicaragua,  pleaded  with  the  dele¬ 
gation  of  bishops  for  additional  aid. 

"I  call  on  my  brother  and  sister  United 
Methodist  bishops  to  lend  their  support 
to  a  country  that  is  crying  for  help,”  said 
Mr.  Wilson,  whose  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tion  is  the  largest  in  Nicaragua. 

Bishop  Minnick  said  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  relief  agency— the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief— has  sent  more 
than  $93,000  in  disaster  aid  to  Nicaragua 
since  October. 

Direct  giving  by  United  Methodists  for 
Nicaraguan  hurricane  relief  has  been  a 
vastly  different  story,  however.  Grass¬ 
roots  United  Methodists  have  sent  just 
$14,400.17  to  the  Nicaraguan  relief  effort 
through  a  special  Advance  account,  No. 
501300-0. 

By  contrast,  individual  church  members 
have  contributed  considerably  larger 
amounts  to  victims  of  other  1988  disasters: 

•  Nearly  $700,000  for  Bangladesh  for 
flood  relief; 

•  More  than  $500,000  to  victims  of  vio¬ 
lence  in  Mozambique; 

•Some  $488,000  for  victims  of  Hurri¬ 
cane  Gilbert  in  the  Caribbean  and  Mexico. 

Even  Soviet  Armenia  has  touched  a 
nerve  among  United  Methodists  that  Nic¬ 
aragua  has  not.  Through  Jan.  31,  local 
churchgoers  contributed  $235,933.74  to 
aid  victims  of  the  Dec.  7  earthquake  in 
the  Soviet  Union. 

Observers  say  a  number  of  factors 
have  conspired  to  limit  United  Methodist 
aid  to  Nicaragua,  including: 

•  Differing  political  views  among 
United  Methodists  about  Nicaragua’s 
ruling  Sandinista  party  and  that  party’s 
version  of  Marxism. 

•  Little  U.S.  media  coverage  of  the 
hurricane,  partly  because  there  was  a 
low  death  toll— about  100  people  killed. 

•  Timing  of  the  hurricane,  sandwiched 
between  Hurricane  Gilbert  and  the  huge 
earthquake  in  Soviet  Armenia. 

•  The  absence  of  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  country,  the  result  of  an 
agreement  decades  ago  among  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations. 


CLASSIFIED 

TRAINING  IN  SPIRITUAL  DIRECTION  (a  phy- 
chosynthesis  approach).  OpportuniUes  to  experi¬ 
ence  and  begin  training  in  this  unique  and  creative 
educative  process  being  offered  as  follows:  One- 
week  Lntensives:  June  11-16  in  Leavenworth,  KS; 
June  25-30  in  Winslow,  ME.  Two-week  intensives: 
July  16-28  in  Boeme,  TX;  July  30-  August  11  in 
Maryknoll,  NY.  For  more  information/registra¬ 
tion  materials  write  or  telephone:  Dr.  Harold 
Edwards  (Rel.D.  STC,  Claremont),  9305  Glenlake 
Drive.  Austin.  TX  78730.  Home:  (512)  338-4533.  Of¬ 
fice  (512)  454-7679. 

SOUTHWESTERN  UNIVERSITY.  Georgetown, 
Texas.  Director  of  Planned  Giving.  Reporting  to 
the  Vice  President  for  Development,  the  Univer¬ 
sity’s  planned  giving  officer  coordinates  and 
plans  the  solicitation  of  all  gifts  and  bequests 
which  may  come  to  Southwestern  as  the  result  of 
deferred  payment  agreements.  Working  with  the 
President,  Vice  President  for  Development,  and 
the  Office  of  Fiscal  Affairs,  the  Director  will  es¬ 
tablish  institutional  policies  and  guidelines  with 
respect  to  the  acceptance  and  management  of 
planned  gift  agreements.  Candidate  must  have) 
excellent  communication  skills,  both  written  and 
oral,  and  an  ability  to  work  with  volunteers  and 
as  a  part  of  a  development  team.  A  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  and  successful  fund-raising  experience  in  a 
non-profit  institutional  setting  are  required, 
planned  giving  experience  preferred.  This  is  a 
new  position  in  a  comprehensive  development 
program  which  currently  raises  over  $6  million 
annually  and  is  in  the  midst  of  a  S4  million  capital 
campaign  for  the  fine  arts.  Send  cover  letter,  re¬ 
sume,  and  the  names  of  three  references  by  Feb¬ 
ruary  27,  1989  to:  Richard  B.  Eason,  Vice 
President  for  Development,  Southwestern  Uni¬ 
versity.  P.O.  Box  770,  Georgetown,  TX  78627-0770. 
Southwestern  University  is  an  Affirmative  Ac¬ 
tion,  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH  Ministry 
staff  positions  open  immediately  in  a  rapidly 
growing,  creative.  10-year-old  congregation.  Send 
resume:  Rev.  James  A.  Harnish,  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church.  4851  S.  Apopka-Vineland  Rd., 
Orlando,  FL  32819. 

VICE  PRESIDENT/ ACADEMIC  DEAN.  Hiwassee 
College.  Hiwassee  College  is  a  private,  two-year 
residential  college,  affiliated  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  college  has  a  strong  liberal 
arts  tradition  as  well  as  a  commitment  to  techni¬ 
cal  and  non-degree  programs.  Qualifications: 
earned  doctorate;  administrative,  managerial  ex¬ 
perience;  commitment  to  academic  excellence;  ef¬ 
fective  communication  style.  Responsibilities: 
chief  educational  officer  reporting  directly  to  the 
President;  provides  academic,  professional  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  leadership  for  all  educational  pro¬ 
grams.  Starting  date  is  June  1,  1989.  Submit 
nominations  or  letter  of  application  with  resume 
and  supporting  vita  to:  Dr.  Beth  R.  Howard,  Chair¬ 
man,  Search  Committee,  Hiwassee  College,  Madi- 
sonville,  TN  37354. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  4300- 
member  church.  Responsibility  overseeing  all  of 
youth  ministries.  Salary  and  benefits  are  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  or  contact:  Dr.  Kenneth  R. 
Reed,  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church. 
10230  Mollylea  Drive,  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70815 
(504)  924-6269 

Armenian  church  leader 
thanks  Americans  for  gifts 


International  issues  pegged 
for  United  Methodist  focus 


Nicaraguan  hurricane 
aid  by  UMs  lags  badly 
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UM  leader 
team  going 
to  Africa 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

How  can  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  be  of  help  to  their  sister  churches  in 
Mozambique? 

That  will  be  the  focus  of  a  visit  to  the 
war-torn  African  country  next  month  by 
seven  United  Methodists,  including  three 
bishops. 

Last  April,  the  church’s  highest  legis¬ 
lative  body,  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  asked  the  Council  of  Bishops  to 
send  a  “high  level  international  delega¬ 
tion  to  Mozambique  to  meet  with  church 
and  government  officials  to  determine 
ways  in  which  the  United  Methodist 
Church  can  most  effectively  assist  the 
people  of  Mozambique.” 

The  resolution  also  opposed  attacks  by 
South  African-backed  Mozambique  rebel 
fighters  (Mozambique  National  Resistance) 
in  their  attempt  to  destabilize  that  country. 

Responding  to  that  mandate,  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
will  be  in  that  southeast  African  country 
March  24-28. 

They  will  meet  with  church  and  gov¬ 
ernment  officials  to  discuss  Mozam¬ 
bique’s  civil  war;  dedicate  a  new 
sanctuary  for  a  growing  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregation  on  Sunday,  March  26; 
and  strengthen  relations  with  the  coun¬ 
try’s  newest  episcopal  leader.  Bishop 
Joao  S.  Machado  (Maputo  Area). 

Despite  the  country’s  civil  war,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Mozambique  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow.  One  such  indication  of  that 
growth  is  the  construction  of  the  new  Cha- 
manculo  United  Methodist  church  building 
on  land  given  by  the  government. 

With  a  congregation  of  700  as  of  1987 
reports,  there  has  not  been  enough  room 
at  Chamanculo  church  for  worship  ser¬ 
vices.  After  the  land  was  received,  funds 
for  a  new  church  were  provided  from 
Advance  special  gifts  and  the  Africa 
Church  Growth  and  Development  Fund. 
Scheduled  to  go  are: 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  (San  Anto¬ 
nio  Area),  president,  Council  of  Bishops; 
Bishop  Ji  Woodrow  Hearn  (Nebraska 
Area),  president,  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries;  and  Bishop  Robert  C.  Mor¬ 
gan,  (Jackson  Area),  president,  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Also  attending  will  be  general  secre¬ 
taries  of  the  mission  board  and  the  social 
action  agency,  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nu¬ 
gent  and  the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fas- 
sett,  respectively;  Doreen  Tilghsman. 
Global  Ministries  executive  for  the 
Southeast  Africa  region;  and  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  m,  editor-general 
manager  of  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  and  an  elected  director  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  board. 

Local  church 
older  adult 
unit  advocated 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
ATLANTA— The  United  Methodist 
church  should  lead  in  countering  soci¬ 
ety’s  present  assumption  that  "aging  is 
bad  (and)  the  only  thing  you  have  to  look 
forward  to  is  a  nursing  home.” 

That  was  the  challenge  by  Trudie  Pre- 
ciphs,  staff  member  of  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries,  to  the  Feb.  4-5 
organizing  meeting  of  the  new  Advisory/ 
Coordinating  Committee  on  Older  Adult 
Ministries. 

The  group  will  recommend  a  structure 
for  a  local  church  older  adult  program 
that  is  uniform  throughout  the  denomi¬ 
nation  and  is  designed  for  and  run  by  old¬ 
er  adults. 

The  panel  was  authorized  by  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  body,  the 
1988  General  Conference,  after  four 
years  of  study  of  older  adult  ministries. 

Committee  members  agreed  to  devel¬ 
op  a  bibliography  of  personal,  printed 
and  audiovisual  resources  available  to 
local  churches  through  general  and  re¬ 
gional  church  agencies. 

They  said  that  their  responsibilities 
for  the  next  four  years  lie  not  in  creating 
programs  but  in  an  advocacy  and  coordi¬ 
nating  role. 

A  manual  for  ministries  with  older 
adults— including  biblical  and  theological 
statements— was  also  planned. 

A  churchwide,  coordinated  program  for 
older  adults  exists  in  the  local  church  and 
in  annual  conferences,  said  Bert  Pruess- 
Jones  of  Austin,  Texas,  who  was  elected 
chairperson  of  the  committee. 


Development  Director 
Sought 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  an 
immediate  need  for  a  Director  of  De¬ 
velopment  with  proven  fund-raising, 
relational  and  organizational  skills  and 
experience.  Position  requires  ability  to 
relate  to  United  Methodists  of  every 
bent,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
church,  and  an  appreciation  of  how  a 
newspaper  like  the  Reporter  supports 
and  enhances  all  the  church’s  minis¬ 
tries.  Necessary  qualifications  include 
a  college  degree,  high  levels  of  energy 
and  creativity,  and  an  active  Christian 
commitment.  Position  involves  some 
travel,  relocation  to  Dallas.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Excellent  challenge  and  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  right  person. 
Contact:  Richard  Stark,  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 
(214)  630-6495.  Equal  Opportunity/ 
Affirmative  Action  Employer. 
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UM  church’s  job  service  works  for  ‘street  people1 


By  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER— “I  got  the  job!”  exulted  the 
tall,  skinny  young  man  named  Jones. 

“The  guy  had  me  back  up  the  truck  to 
the  loading  dock,  six  inches  clearance  on 
either  side.  When  I  got  done,  he  said  I 
could  back  a  truck  better  than  he  could!” 

The  folks  at  Turnabout,  a  United 
Methodist-sponsored  job  placement  ser¬ 
vice  for  people  on  the  streets,  usually 
don’t  hear  these  success  stories. 

If  a  fellow  is  sent  out  on  a  job  inter¬ 
view  and  doesn’t  return  to  the  shelter  the 
next  day,  that's  a  good  sign.  If  he  does  re¬ 
turn  to  the  shelter,  Turnabout  will  send 
him  out  again  and  again  and  again. 

Bill  Eisele,  chairman  of  Turnabout’s 
steering  committee,  said,  “There's  noth¬ 
ing  to  be  ashamed  about,  going  round 
again.  We  don’t  hold  the  failure — the  re¬ 
cycling— against  anyone.  Some  of  them 
have  gone  around  six  or  seven  times.” 

Shelter  invited  to  church 

The  Turnabout  story  began  three  years 
ago  after  a  local  daily  newspaper  ran  a 
notice  that  a  daytime  shelter  would  close. 

The  Rev.  James  E  Barnes,  senior  pastor 
of  downtown  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  invited  the  woman  running  that 
shelter  to  open  a  new  one  at  Trinity. 

After  she  did,  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  Church  and  Society  Commission,  in 
conversations  with  the  sheltered  people, 
heard  over  and  over,  “I  wish  I  had  a  job.” 

Former  Church  and  Society  Chairman 


Kenton  Riggs,  president  of  an  oil  compa¬ 
ny,  is  credited  with  the  idea  for  a  job- 
placement  service  for  that  relatively 
small  percentage  of  street  people  capa¬ 
ble  of  working. 

The  Turnabout  job-placement  center 
opened  in  a  community  services  center. 
When  that  lease  ran  out  last  April,  Turn¬ 
about  moved  to  the  St.  Francis  Center,  the 
only  daytime  shelter  for  men  in  Denver. 

Aside  from  warmth,  it  offers  street 
people  two  advantages  over  life  under 
viaducts:  St.  Francis  is  safe  (no  one  using 
alcohol  or  drugs  is  admitted),  and  the 
center  takes  mail. 

UM  church  pays  director 

Turnabout’s  one  fulltime  paid  staff 
member,  Director  Bill  Stevens,  a  53- 
year-old  Episcopal  priest,  has  himself 
wandered  from  England  to  New  York  to 
Puerto  Rico  to  California. 

Funds  for  his  salary  come  from  Trin¬ 
ity  UMC’s  Second  Century  Foundation,  a 
special  fund  for  inner-city  benevolences. 

Turnabout  costs  the  church  about 
$12,500  annually  for  Mr.  Stevens’  salary, 
phones  and  related  office  expenses. 

Ten  United  Methodist  volunteers — 
eight  men  and  two  women,  largely  mid¬ 
dle-class  suburban  retirees— report  to 
Mr.  Stevens  for  9  to  12:20  shifts. 

Since  April  1,  Turnabout  has  taken 
about  1,700  applications  for  work,  of 
whom  1,500  were  interviewed  and  900 
were  sent  out  on  jobs. 

Mr  Stevens  estimates  a  iob  placement 


success  rate  of  6  to  8  percent  for  his  cli¬ 
ents.  This  compares  with  the  official 
state-agency  most  recent  placement  rate 
in  the  Denver  metropolitan  area  for 
mainstream  unemployed  of  9.6  percents 

Mr.  Stevens  said  he  places  people  only 
in  permanent  jobs,  no  day  work.  Many  go 
to  entry-level  positions  in  warehouses, 
restaurants  and  hospitals. 

An  ongoing  discouragement  is  the 
number  of  clients  who  don’t  show  up  for 
job  interviews  or,  once  hired,  don’t  show 
up  for  jobs  (“They’re  so  unsure  of  them¬ 
selves,”  murmured  chairman  Eisele). 

Moreover,  there  is  a  need  for  follow¬ 
up.  A  “mentor"  program  is  to  start  this 
year.  That  effort  is  to  match  clients  with 
more  mainstream  church  members. 

And  the  committee  is  discussing  the 
need  for  auxiliary  services. 

For  example,  Mr.  Eisele  said,  a  man 
who  lives  under  a  viaduct  gets  a  job.  The 
job  starts  at  8.  The  St.  Francis  Center 
opens  at  8.  Where  does  the  man  shower 
and  shave  before  going  to  work  each 
morning?  Where  does  he  keep  his  money 
as  he  tries  to  accumulate  enough  to  pay 
a  first  and  last  month’s  rent  and  damage 
deposit  on  a  room  or  apartment?  And 
when  he  gets  off  work  at  night,  where 
does  We  go?  St.  Francis  Center  closes  at  2 
p.m.  The  shelters  are  full  by  6. 

“It’s  so  hard  to  interface  with  a  hard 
cruel  world  that  operates  8  to  5,”  he  said. 

Ms.  Healy  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Golden,  Colo. 


PHOTO  BY  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER,  Colo.— Turnabout  director  Bill  Stevens,  a  53-year-old  Episcopal  priest  (at  right),  and  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  volunteer  Nancy  Bush  (seated)  help  people  like  Ernie  Brown  and  his  friend,  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified,  find  jobs.  Turnabout  is  a  unique  United  Methodist-sponsored  job  placement  service  for  people  on  the 
streets.  Ten  United  Methodist  volunteers  like  Ms.  Bush — eight  men  and  two  women,  largely  middle-class  suburban 
retirees— work  3*/2-hour  shifts  four  days  a  week. 


church  today 


Homosexuality  study  committee 

Panel’s  composition  questioned 

Committee’ s  statement  of  purpose 

Here  is  the  text  of  the  statement  of  purpose  adopted  last  week  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  to  Study  Homosexuality: 

“In  response  to  the  mandate  of  the  1988  General  Conference,  our  aim 
is  to  assist  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  process  of  discerning 
God’s  purpose  for  the  church’s  relationship  with  homosexual  persons. 
“Our  goal  is  to  create  a  study  document  which  will: 

“•Articulate  the  major  theological,  ethical  and  scientific  perspec¬ 
tives  on  homosexuality  with  integrity  and  respect. 

“•  Analyze  the  arguments  used  in  support  of  each  perspective  with 
particular  attention  to  how  each  makes  use  of  Scripture,  tradition,  ex¬ 
perience  and  reason. 

“•  Identify  where  there  is  consensus  and  disagreement  among  these 
perspectives. 

“•  Reflect  upon  the  meaning  of  our  study  for  the  Social  Principles.” 


•  Adopted  a  statement  of  purpose  (see 
box). 


the 

UM  bishop,  laywomen  portrayed 
in  traveling  photo  exhibit 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— Retired 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Leontyne  T.C. 
Kelly  of  San  Mateo,  Calif.,  is  one  of  75 
black  women  featured  in  the  “I  Dream  a 
World”  photography  exhibit  this  month 
at  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C. 

The  exhibit  was  done  by  photo- journal¬ 
ist  Brian  Lanker.  "USA  Today”  quoted 
Bishop  Kelly  as  telling  a  reception  open¬ 
ing  the  exhibit,  “We  must  not  allow  cul¬ 
ture  or  tradition  to  enslave  us  when 
Jesus  has  set  us  free.” 

Other  United  Methodists  featured  in 
the  exhibit  are  Dr.  Dorothy  Height,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  National  Council  of  Negro 
Women  in  Washington,  and  Dr.  Gloria  R. 
Scott,  president  of  UM-related  Bennett 
College  in  Greensboro,  N.C. 

New  Jersey  governor  named 
to  Drew  University  presidency 

MADISON,  N.J.— New  Jersey  Gov. 
Thomas  H.  Kean  vrill  become  president 
of  United  Methodist-related  Drew  Uni¬ 
versity  when  he  leaves  the  state’s  top  of¬ 
fice  in  early  1990. 

Gov.  Kean,  dubbed  as  the  “education 
governor”  for  the  more  than  30  educa¬ 
tional  reforms  he  has  introduced  during 
his  two  terms,  will  succeed  W.  Scott  Mc¬ 
Donald  Jr.,  interim  president. 

Dr.  McDonald  took  office  after  Drew’s 
previous  chief  executive,  Paul  Hardin,  left 
in  June  to  become  chancellor  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  North  Carolina  in  Chapel  HilL 

Michigan  pastor  scheduled 
for  ‘The  Protestant  Hour’ 

DETROIT— The  Rev.  William  K. 
Quick,  pastor  of  Metropolitan  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Detroit,  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  on  the  13-week  United  Methodist 
portion  of  this  year’s  “The  Protestant 
Hour,”  beginning  Feb.  19. 

Broadcast  on  400  radio  stations  nation¬ 
wide,  the  United  Methodist  segment  fea¬ 
turing  Dr.  Quick’s  preaching  runs 
through  May  7. 

Two  schools  cooperate 
on  new  summer  courses 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  newly  de¬ 
signed  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nash¬ 
ville  and  United  Theological  Seminary  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  will  cooperate  in  offering 
study  courses  July  17-28  for  church  lay 
professionals  and  diaconal  ministers. 

The  classes  will  mark  the  first  pro¬ 
gram  offering  at  what  formerly  was 
Scarritt  Graduate  School. 


Two-week  intensive  classes  will  be  of¬ 
fered  on  the  New  Testament  and  church 
history  for  diaconal  ministers  and  courses 
on  Bible,  theology,  teaching  and  learning, 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

TAMPA,  Fla.— Helping  people  help 
themselves  is  the  goal  of  the  many  minis¬ 
tries  of  Tampa  United  Methodist  Centers. 

The  97-year-old  organization  receives 
$30,000  a  year  from  United  Methodism’s 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church,  the 
program  of  designated,  second-mile  mis¬ 
sion  giving. 

The  Advance  money  is  added  to  the 
Tampa  centers’  $2.1  million  annual  bud¬ 
get.  Additional  resources  come  from 
United  Methodist  congregations  and 
charitable,  public  and  private  agencies. 

The  centers  seek  to  help  low-income  peo¬ 
ple,  especially  children,  youths,  minorities, 
the  mentally  retarded  and  the  elderly. 

Advance  money  specifically  helps  chil¬ 
dren  and  youths,  said  Miria  L.  Hester, 
executive  director. 

“We  try  to  give  that  goal  the  broadest 
definition  possible  to  help  children  and 


and  administration  for  persons  seeking 
certification  in  Christian  education. 

United  Seminary  will  grant  academic 
credit  to  students  who  complete  courses. 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


>4DWNC£  No  gift  too  small 


their  families,  "  Mrs  Hester  said. 

Tampa  United  odisi  Centers  was 
started  in  1892  by  Methodist  missionary 
Eliza  Wolff.  She  founded  the  original  set¬ 
tlement  house  as  a  mission  for  immi¬ 
grants  from  Cuba. 

Today  the  ministries  of  Tampa  United 
Methodist  Centers  include: 

•  Rosa  Valdez  and  River  Grove  Learn¬ 
ing  Centers  for  preschool  children.  Rosa 
Valdez,  named  after  another  of  the  orga¬ 
nization's  founding  missionaries,  serves 
131  children  daily.  River  Grove  serves 
151  children. 

•Cuscaden  Center,  a  preschool  for 
mentally  handicapped  children,  serving 
72  infants  and  toddlers. 

•Tampa  Urban  Ministries,  helping 
United  Methodist  churches  in  transition¬ 
al  neighborhoods  identify  their  areas’ 
needs  and  plan  ministries  accordingly. 

•  Hunger  Action  Program,  a  coopera¬ 
tive  food  program  that  serves  200  fam¬ 
ilies  daily  from  eight  locations  around 
metropolitan  Tampa. 

Janet  Freedman,  food  resource  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  hunger  center,  explained 
the  philosophy  that  guides  all  Tampa 
United  Methodist  Centers  programs. 

"We  try  not  to  ‘disempower’  people  by 
just  giving  them  handouts,”  she  said. 

“For  instance,  at  the  food  co-ops,  the 
people  being  helped  do  the  work.  They 
drive  the  trucks,  unload  the  food,  fill  the 
grocery  bags.  Then  they  pay  $3.25  per  bag 
of  groceries.  The  fee  covers  the  cost  of  de¬ 
livery  and  helps  to  preserve  their  dignity."  ( 

Gifts  to  Tampa  United  Methodist  Cen¬ 
ters  may  be  sent  through  conference 
treasurers  to  Advance  No.  751200-5. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Suppose  a  self-acknowl¬ 
edged  homosexual  man  wanted  to  join 
your  congregation. 

Would  you  welcome  him?  Or  would 
you  discourage  him? 

United  Methodism’s  newly  organized 
Committee  to  Study  Homosexuality 
faces  a  situation  like  that. 

Singing  and  goodwill  aided  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  efforts  to  build  working  relationships 
as  25  of  its  26  members  met  Feb.  6-8  to  get 
acquainted  and  begin  work. 

But  their  willingness  to  listen  to  one  an¬ 
other’s  viewpoints  on  homosexuality  was 
touched  by  an  undercurrent  of  anxiety. 

The  tension  was  compounded  when  it 
was  disclosed  that,  even  before  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  met,  the  group’s  parent  coor¬ 
dinating  council  had  received  numerous 
letters  about  the  study  panel. 

C.  David  Lundquist,  chief  executive  of 
the  denominational  coordinating  group— 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries— and  a 
member  of  the  study  committee,  said 
those  letters  questioned: 

•  The  need  for  such  a  study. 

•Whether  the  $199,000  allocated  for 
the  committee’s  work  is  responsible  use 
of  church  funds. 

•Why  the  committee  doesn’t  include 
both  a  self-acknowledged  homosexual 
man  and  a  former  homosexual. 

Mr.  Lundquist  said  that,  because  the 
committee’s  makeup  has  been  ques¬ 
tioned,  the  subject  would  be  discussed  at 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  execu¬ 
tive  committee  meeting  in  late  February. 

The  homosexuality  study  committee 
twice  discussed  the  membership  issue. 


The  viewpoint  of  many  was  summa¬ 
rized  by  T.  Kevin  Higgs,  a  youth  minister 
from  Birmingham,  Ala. 

“I  feel  it’s  a  very  serious  ethical  prob¬ 
lem  not  to  have  a  gay  man  on  the  com¬ 
mittee,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  David  A.  Seamands  of  Wil- 
more,  Ky.,  proposed— and  received  con¬ 
siderable  support  for— addition  of  both  a 
homosexual  man  and  a  former  homosex¬ 
ual  man. 

Others  contended  that  the  26-member 
committee  was  already  too  unwieldly 
because  of  its  size. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  was 
instructed  in  1988  by  the  church’s  highest 
legislative  body,  the  General  Conference, 
to  conduct  a  study  of  homosexuality  and 
what  its  conclusions,  if  any,  might  mean 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
ministries’  council  created  the  study 
committee  in  December  1988. 

In  other  business,  the  committee: 


•Assigned  members  to  various  sub¬ 
committees  to  begin  gathering  theologi¬ 
cal,  ethical  and  scientific  data  on 
homosexuality. 

•  Appointed  a  steering  committee. 

The  steering  committee  indues  the 
Rev.  Nancy  Yamasaki  of  Spokane, 
Wash.,  committee  chairwoman;  the  Rev. 
J.  Phillip  Wogaman,  professor  of  ethics 
at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington;  Dr.  Seamands,  a  biblical 
scholar  at  Asbury  Theological  Seminary 
in  Wilmore,  Ky.;  Jeanne  Barnett,  a  lay- 
woman  from  Sacramento,  Calif.,  repre¬ 
senting  Affirmation,  the  unofficial 
caucus  of  gay  and  lesbian  United  Meth¬ 
odists;  the  Rev.  Arthur  Pressley,  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of  pastoral  care  at  Drew 
University  Theological  School  in  Madi¬ 
son,  N.J.;  and  Mr.  Lundquist. 


1!  Continuing  Education 

111  ^  JTbe  Alban  Institute 

SPRING  1989 

o-  MALE/FBMLE  CHURCH  STAFF  TEAM8 

April  3-5, 1989  Washington,  DC 
Understand  team  ministry  and  male/female 
colleagueship  by  examining  views  of  authority, 
partnership,  supervision,  and  success  in  ministry. 

Led  by  The  Rev.  Speed  B.  Leas  and  Ms.  Celia  Allison 
Hahn,  Alban  Staff  'Rainers. 

o’  THE  MANilGBMBfT  OF  P0WBI  AND  MFlimCE  M  THE  CMIRCH 

May  15-18, 1989  Indianapolis,  Indiana 
Recognize  power  systems  in  your  church .  .  .  identify 
various  sources  of  power .  .  .  distinguish  between 
external  power  and  personal  power  issues  .  .  use  power 
systems  in  your  church  to  create  positive  change 
Led  by  The  Rev.  Roy  Pneuman,  Alban  Staff  Tlainer 

•CElTs  Available. 

For  details  write  THE  ALBAN  INSTITUTE,  Education  Dept 
4125  Nebraska  Ave  NW,  Washington,  DC  20016 
or  call  (800)  457-8893 

Resources  for  people  who  care  about  congregations. 


Where  are  the 
leaders  for  the 
Church  of  Tomorrow? 

In  your  United  Methodist  Seminaries  today! 


Boston  University  School  of  Theology 

Boston,  MA  /  (617)  '53-3036 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
Emory  University 

Atlanta,  GA  /  (404)  727-6326 

School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 

Claremont,  CA  /  (714)  626-3521  ext  214 

Drew  University  Theological  School 

Madison,  NJ  /  (201 )  408-3257 

Duke  University  Divinity  School 

Durham,  NC  /  (919)  684-2603 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary 

Atlanta,  CA  /  (404)  527-7770 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 

Evanston,  IL  /  (312)  866-3906 

Iliff  School  of  Theology 

Denver,  CO  /  (303)  744-1287 

Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio 

Delaware,  OH  /  (800)  333-MTSO 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 

Dallas,  TX  /  (214 )  692-2293 

Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology 

Kansas  City,  MO  /  (816)  483-9600 

United  Theological  Seminary 

Dayton,  OH  /  (513)  278-5817 

Wesley  Theological  Seminary 

Washington,  DC  /  (202)  885-8652 

For  further  information  contact: 

Division  of  Ordained  Ministry 
P.O.  Box  871 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
(615)  340-7388 

Board  of 
Higher  Education 
&  Ministry 

“A  Traditioti  of  Excellence  ” 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

TAMPA— Teacher  Virginia  Lock  helps  mentally  retarded  pre-schoolers 
develop  speech  skills  by  assembling  and  describing  jigsaw  puzzles  at  Cusca¬ 
den  Center.  Cuscaden  is  one  of  five  ministries  of  Tampa  United  Methodist 
Centers,  a  project  of  the  Advance. 

Ministry  features  self-help 


LIBRARY  BOX  4186 
SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Have  You  Subscribed? 


Please  send  $10.00  with  name,  address,  church  and  district  to  the  La. 
United  Methodist,  527  N.  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802-5720.  Make  all 
checks  payable  to  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


Doing  a  Job  or 
a  Mission 


On  Sunday,  February  5,  Marilyn  and  I  drove  from  Shreveport  to  Dallas  for 
a  College  of  Bishops  meeting  and  a  dinner  with  Louisiana  students  attending 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU.  This  was  all  in  connection  with  Minister's 
Week  at  Perkins. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  weather  was  like  for  you  that  day,  but  1-20  was  a 
skating  rink  from  Shreveport  to  Pallas.  We  saw  dozens  of  overturned  cars, 
jackknifed  trailer  trucks,  and  wrecks  of  many  types.  In  fact,  we  were  stupid 
to  even  be  on  the  road.  It  took  us  over  eight  hours  to  make  the  normally  less 
than  four  hour  trip. 

We  saw  only  one  highway  department  sanding  truck  on  the  trip.  This  truck 
was  followed  by  a  yellow  pickup  with  a  flashing  light.  But  no  sand  was  coming 
from  the  truck!  It  was  full  of  sand  and  the  rotary  wheels  on  the  bottom  back 
side  of  the  truck  were  spinning.  But  no  sand  was  coming  out! 

When  the  sanding  truck  and  its  “backdoor"  pickup  pulled  off  the  interstate 
for  a  coffee  stop,  we  followed  —  and  all  got  out  of  our  vehicles  at  the  same 
time. 

“Did  you  know  that  no  sand  is  coming  out  of  your  truck  onto  the  road?" 

“Look  fellow”  (said  the  sander),  I  just  drive  the  truck.  I  turned  on  the 
sanding  gears.  If  no  sand  came  out,  it’s  not  my  fault!" 

“And  I’m  paid  to  follow!"  (said  the  backdoor).  “It’s  not  my  job  to  tell  him  no 
sand  is  coming  out!" 

Each  man  was  doing  his  job.  But  the  mission  of  public  safety  was  left 
unfulfilled. 

As  I  continued  my  slow  and  treacherous  journey,  I  meditated  on  what  would 
happen  if  our  lay  leadership  and  clergy  (including  myself)  could  see  —  really 
see  —  the  difference  between  doing  a  job  and  fulfilling  a  mission. 


Spring  Interview  Dates  Set 

The  dates  for  the  Spring  Interviews  for  local  pastors  are  March  27,  28,  and  29  in 
Ruston,  Lafayette,  and  Baton  Rouge.  All  local  pastors,  with  the  exception  of  those 
who  have  finished  the  Course  of  Study  before  1988,  must  be  present  for  the  interview. 
Also,  any  Associate  Member  or  Full-Time  local  pastor  who  is  moving  to  a  higher  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  Conference  must  be  interviewed.  Each  District  Superintendent 
and  District  Chairperson  of  the  Committee  on  Ordained  Ministry  will  be  present 
when  their  District  is  being  interviewed.  The  date,  time,  and  place  are  as  follows: 


TIME  LOCATION 

March  27, 1989  (Monday) 

9:30  a.m.  Trinity  UMC  (Ruston) 

11:00  a.m.  Trinity  UMC  (Ruston) 

2:00  p.m.  Trinity  UMC  (Ruston) 


DISTRICT 


Monroe 

Ruston 

Shreveport 


March  28,  1989  (Tuesday) 

9:30  a.m.  Asbury  UMC  (Lafayette) 

11:00  a.m.  Asbury  UMC  (Lafayette) 

2:00  p.m.  Asbury  UMC  (Lafayette) 

March  29, 1989  (Wednesday) 

9:30  a.m.  FUMC  (Baton  Route) 

11:00  a.m.  FUMC  (Baton  Rouge) 

2:00  p.m.  FUMC  (Baton  Rouge) 


Baton  Rouge/ Lafayette 
Lake  Charles 
Alexandria 


Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
New  Orleans/Houma 
New  Orleans/Slidell 


<1 

United  Methodist  Women 

‘Spreading  the  Glory  —  Rekindling  the  Flame’ 


The  sixth  bi-annual  Retreat  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women 
is  a  special  time  set  aside  to  leave  the  stress  and  enter  the  Temple  with  Thanksgiving 
and  Praises  at  the  Methodist  Seashore  Assembly  in  Biloxi,  Mississippi,  March  17 
through  19. 

Leading  the  retreat  during  the  three  day  event  is  Betty  Hodges  of  Decatur,  Geor¬ 
gia.  Mrs.  Hodges  is  considered  most  talented  and  has  been  a  retreat  leader  and  in¬ 
structor  in  nine  states  and  guest  lecturer  at  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Duke 
Seminary,  and  Asbury  Seminary.  In  addition  to  many  years  of  dedicated  service  to 
Christ,  she  was  Lay  Delegate  to  both  the  1984  and  1988  General  Conferences.  Mrs. 
Hodges  is  also  the  author  of  study  manuals  in  biblical  works  for  use  in  the  local 
churches.  She  attended  the  University  of  Alabama  and  graduated  from  Auburn  Uni¬ 
versity.  “My  love  and  devotion  to  God  is  most  significantly  manifested  in  this  great 
church.  I  love  it  in  concept  and  practice.  I  desire  its  greatness  in  its  doctrine  and  wit¬ 
ness  with  all  my  heart,”  said  Mrs.  Hodges. 

In  addition  to  listening  to  the  words  of  Mrs.  Hodges,  those  attending  the  retreat 
will  have  time  for  meditation,  personal  devotions,  renewal  and  quiet  time  as  they 
welcome  His  Holy  Spirit. 


Chairperson  of  the  1989  retreat  is  Helen  Bailey  Johnson  and  Assistant  Chairperson 
is  Virginia  Aswell.  Music  Directors  are  Betty  Ferrington  and  Helen  Franklin. 


PLANNING  AND  PREPARING  —  The  1989  Task  Group  is  busy  planning  and  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  in  Sep¬ 
tember.  Shown  seated  1.  to  r.  are:  Lou  Alexander,  Task  Group  Assistant 
Chairperson,  Alice  Story,  Task  Group  Chairperson,  and  Pat  Lee,  member  of  the 
Task  Group.  Not  shown  is  Betty  Ferrington,  Conference  Vice-President,  UMW.. 


ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING  MARCH  5 


Scheduled  for  Sunday,  March  5,  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  has  been  de¬ 
scribed  as  “the  glue  that  enables  and  sus¬ 
tains  the  complex  network”  of  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  This 
Methodist  church’s  outreach  arm  that 
brings  relief  to  millions  of  persons  suf¬ 
fering  from  worldwide  disasters.  This 
special  offering  is  the  opportunity  for 
the  members  of  our  church  to  send  tangi¬ 
ble  love  to  those  in  need  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  Contributions  are  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
‘‘undesignated’’  funds,  available  for  us¬ 
age  by  them  (UMCOR)  as  emergencies 


arise. 

To  emphasize  the  scope  of  UMCOR’s 
work,  it  has  released  over  $400,000  in 
emergency  grants  during  the  period 
from  August  21  to  October  6,  1988.  In  the 
emergency  spotlight  now  are  such  areas 
as  Nepal  (earthquake  damage);  Burundi 
(tribal  strife);  Bangladesh  (flood  condi¬ 
tions  in  what  has  been  called  the  worst 
disaster  in  human  history);  Jamaica 
(hurricane);  Sudan  (hunger);  Mozambique 
(war);  Florida  (flooding). 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  provides  a 
major  source  of  support  for  UMCOR  and 


is  the  largest  single  amount  of  “undesig¬ 
nated”  money.  These  funds  can  be  used 
to  provide  immediate  relief  following  di¬ 
sasters,  to  get  people  back  on  their  feet 
and  rehabilitated  after  natural  and  polit¬ 
ical  catastrophes,  and  help  UMCOR  to 
get  at  the  root  causes  of  hunger. 

People  are  starving  all  over  the  world, 
including  many  in  our  own  United  States. 
In  the  past  six  years,  more  than  300,000 
children  under  the  age  of  five  have  died 
in  Mozambique  as  a  result  of  war  and  its 
disruptions  of  health  care  and  food  pro¬ 
duction  The  recent  flood  in  Bangladesh 


is  being  called  the  worst  disaster  in  hu¬ 
man  history.  An  estimated  25  million 
people  have  been  affected. 

Louisiana  United  Methodists  are  asked 
to  join  the  rest  of  the  country  and  mark 
this  date  on  their  calendars,  supporting 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief,  our  church’s  outreach  arm  that  as¬ 
sists  internationally,  as  well  as  in  our 
own  country  in  rehabilitation,  refugee 
resettlement,  relief,  and  in  addressing 
the  root  causes  of  hunger.  Come,  Share, 
Rejoice  in  this  service  of  love,  Sunday, 
March  5. 


‘. . .  into  all  the  world .. .  ’ 


Mission  Festival  to  Take  Place  at  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 


Mission  —  Our  Service  of  Love  —  . 

into  all  the  world  ...”  will  be  the  theme 
when  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  ob¬ 
serves  UMCOR’s  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  with  a  Mission  Festival  Sunday, 
March  5. 

The  purpose  for  this  event  is  to  see, 
hear,  and  discuss  United  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  in  action,  and  to  deepen  awareness  of 
mission  today,  in  addition  to  becoming 
better  informed  of  what  is  being  done  to 
help  meet  these  needs  and  enable  mem¬ 
bers,  as  well  as  others,  know  their  per¬ 
sonal  responsibility  in  the  mission  of 
Christ  and  the  Church. 

Reverend  Carol  Susan  Winn  who  has 


been  pastor  of  North  Baton  Rouge  and 
Istrouma  UM  churches  since  1987,  will 
be  preaching  at  the  8:30  and  11  a.m.  ser¬ 
vices.  Rev.  Winn  is  the  Program  Coordi¬ 
nator  of  the  North  Baton  Rouge 
Cooperative  Parish  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  which  includes  the  food 
pantry,  free  clothes  closet,  thrift  shop, 
Senior  Citizen’s  Ministry,  and  After 
School  Program.  She  is  also  a  member  of 
the  CrossLines  Board  of  Directors  and 
the  Board  of  Ministry  of  the  Conference. 
Rev.  Winn  is  married  to  Reverend 
Stephen  Fleming,  Pastor  of  Winbourne 
UMC,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children. 


Mission  interpreters  include:  Rev.  Bill 
Fitzgerald,  former  missionary  to  Nige¬ 
ria,  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Interpre¬ 
tation  and  Rev.  Ester  Hammond,  former 
missionary  to  Liberia. 

Persons  in  Mission  from  22  projects 
will  be  present  to  share  displays,  tapes, 
and  information  relating  to  their  work 
pertaining  to  those  in  need  of  God’s  love 
through  spiritual  and  physical  healing. 

Visitors  are  urged  to  come  and  see  the 
material.  Viewing  of  the  displays  will  be 
from  1  to  3  p.m.  in  the  church  gymnasium. 
Admission  will  be  one  item  brought  for 
the  Greater  Baton  Rouge  Food  Bank.  Rev. 
Joe  McClain  is  pastor  of  First  Church. 


Read  about  The  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans  on  page  6  of  this  issue  (page  5 
in  the  local  editions). 

6 Celebrating  Our  Journey’ 

“Celebrating  Our  Journey”  is  the  theme  for  the  12th  Annual  Minister’s  Wives’  Re¬ 
treat  to  be  held  March  31  to  April  1  at  Camp  Istrouma  in  Greenwell  Springs.  Marilyn 
Oden,  wife  of  our  new  resident  Bishop,  will  be  the  keynote  speaker.  Registration  is 
from  3  to  6  p.m.  on  Friday  and  the  retreat  will  conclude  at  1  p.m.  on  Saturday.  Par¬ 
ticipants  will  need  to  bring  Bibles,  paper,  pen  or  pencil,  linens,  towels,  flashlight, 
jacket,  personal  items,  and  family  photographs.  Pre-registration,  along  with  $15 
should  be  sent  by  March  15  to  Evelyn  Deich  at  101  Pontiac  Road,  Lafayette,  LA 
70501.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  the  Lafayette  District  Parsonette.  For  more 
information  call  (318)  235-2814. 


Pre-Registration  Form 


Name:  _ 
Address: 
Phone: 


District:  _  i 

- j 


AWARDED  PINS  —  The  Gonzales  UM  Women  awarded  a  Mission  Pin  to  Mrs. 
Betty  Dupre,  center,  and  Past  President  Pins  to  Mrs.  Jody  McKee,  left,  and  Mrs. 
Anne  Gautreaux,  right.  The  pins  were  presented  during  United  Methodist  Women 
Sunday  held  January  8. 


Newly  elected  officers  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women  at¬ 
tended  NOTE  (New  Officers  Training  Event)  held  in  New  York  in  December.  Those 
participating  were  1.  to  r.:  Seola  Callahan,  Secretary  of  Publicity-Public  Relations; 
Celina  Johnson,  Coordinator  of  Christian  Personhood:  and  Mary  Spell.  Treasurer.  In 
addition  to  receiving  training  for  their  offices,  they  visited  475  Riverside  Drive,  The 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  The  Interchurch  Center,  United  Nations  Center, 
Women’s  Division  and  Alma  Matthews  House. 


March  Conference  Calendar 

2 

2- 3 

3- 4 

5 

5 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Laity  Banquet,  Broadmoor 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  7:00  p.m. 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  9:20  a.m 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Confirmation  Class,  Camp 
Istrouma 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

3:00  p.m. 

7 

Pre-Retirement  Seminar,  University  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 

9:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

7 

Methodist  Children’s  Home  Board  Meeting 

7-8 

Lydia  Patterson  Board  Meeting,  El  Paso,  TX 

7-9 

6th  Annual  Consultation  on  Town  &  Country  Ministries,  South 

Central  Jurisdiction,  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 

9-12 

Cursillo  #14.  Tall  Timbers 

10 

Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society  Meeting,  First 

Church,  Alexandria,  7:00  p.m. 

11 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Budget  Meeting,  First 

Church,  Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 

11 

Lake  Charles  District  Children’s  Retreat,  Uskichitto  Retreat 

Center 

14 

CFA  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 

16 

Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting 

16 

Alexandria  District  Laity  Banquet,  First  Church,  Alexandria 

17 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  Board  of  Director’s  Meeting 

17-19 

UMW  Retreat,  “Spreading  the  Glory;  Rekindling  the  Flame,” 

Seashore  Methodist  Assembly,  Biloxi,  MS 

18 

Tri-District  Confirmation  Event,  Shreveport,  Monroe  and 

Ruston  Districts,  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston, 

9:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 

21 

United  Methodist  Foundation  Meeting,  Camelot  Club,  Noon 

26 

Good  Samaritan  Observance 

27-29 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Spring  Interviews  for  Local 

Pastors: 

March  27  Trinity  Church,  Ruston 

March  28  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette 

March  29  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

30-31 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  9:30  a.m. 

31-April  1 

Parsonettes’  Retreat,  Camp  Istrouma  (5:00  p.m.  on  31st  until 

noon  on  April  1st) 

— Persons  —  Churches  —  Events — 


The  Alexandria  District  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music,  and  the  Arts  met  Janu¬ 
ary  31  at  First  UMC  in  Alexandria  for  an 
evening  of  choral  reading  and  fellowship. 
Rev.  Joe  Johnson,  pastor  of  Wesley  UMC 
in  Pineville  and  president  of  the  district 
fellowship,  welcomed  the  group  of  35 
singers  who  represented  seven  churches 
in  the  area.  Choral  directors  included: 
Connie  Chenevert,  Newman  UMC;  Sandy 
Floyd,  David  Haas  Memorial  UMC;  and 
Curt  Olson,  First  UMC,  Alexandria.  A 
highlight  of  the  evening  was  a  presenta¬ 
tion  by  “God’s  Recycled  Angels,”  a  se¬ 
niors  singing  group  under  the  direction 
of  Gail  Meyer,  music  director  at  Pales¬ 
tine  UMC. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  District  Fel¬ 
lowship  will  be  February  26  at  Wes¬ 
ley  UMC,  and  will  be  held  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  an  organ  concert  by  Professor 
McCoy  Ransom,  organist  at  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston  and  a  member  of  the 
Grambling  State  University  music  facul¬ 
ty.  March  13  and  14  are  the  scheduled 
dates  for  a  Vocal  Freedom  Seminar  to  be 


held  at  First  Church  in  Alexandria,  with 
Ray  Holcomb  as  clinician.  This  seminar 
will  be  offered  for  teachers,  singers, 
speakers,  or  anyone  who  uses  and  poten¬ 
tially  abuses  his/her  voice. 

*  •  * 

The  Administrative  Board  of  Centena¬ 
ry  UMC  in  Franklinton  recently  held  its 
first  meeting.  The  Board  received  rec¬ 
ommendations  for  budgetary  directions 
for  1989.  In  addition,  it  considered  new 
programs  recommended  by  the  Council 
on  Ministries  for  the  nursing  home  and 
home-bound  members.  A  review  of  the 
church’s  1989  goals  were  shared  and  a 
report  from  the  chairperson  of  the  Pas¬ 
tor-Parish  Relations  Committee  was 
made.  Rev.  Willis  W.  Dear  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Abbeville  UMC  will  be  conducting  a 
Yard  Sale  on  Saturday,  March  4.  Every¬ 
one  is  asked  to  clean  out  store  rooms, 
closets,  and  storage  drawers  in  order  to 
help  with  the  sale.  All  articles  collected 
will  be  stored  upstairs  above  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall.  Rev.  Ed  Dilworth  is  pastor. 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Handy,  wife  of  Rev.  W.  T.  Handy  Sr.  and  mother  of  Bishop  W. 
T.  Handy  Jr.,  died  Sunday,  February  5,  1989.  Memorial  services  were  held 
Saturday,  February  11  at  Mount  Zion  UMC  in  New  Orleans.  The  family 
requests  that  memorial  contributions  be  made  to  the  Handy  Memorial  Scholar¬ 
ship  Fund  at  Dillard  University.  Mrs.  Handy  was  89  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


PAGE  2 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  FEBRUARY  24,  1»8» 

_  Here  I  Stand  I  . .  ! 

What  should  be  Christian  position  on  death  penalty? 

Stole  execution  is  a  biblical  way  We  do  not  have  right  to  play  God 

to  show  concern  for  human  life  k  by  taking  life  in  name  of  state 


By  ROGER  GLOVER 

For  some  years  now  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  officially  opposed  capi¬ 
tal  punishment. 

But  what  does  the  Bible  say  on  the 
subject? 

According  to  the  Old  Testament  un¬ 
derstanding  of  crime  and  punishment, 
there  was  no  question:  Capital  punish¬ 
ment  deters  crime. 

We  find  this  teaching  cited  three  times 
in  Deuteronomy  alone:  “So  you  shall 
purge  the  evil  from  your  midst  and  all 
Israel  shall  hear  and  fear”  (Deuterono¬ 
my  21:21, 19:30, 17:13). 

Some  have  claimed  that  capital  pun¬ 
ishment  destroys  our  Christian  concern 
for  human  life. 

However,  the  Interpreter’s  Dictionary 
of  the  Bible,  Vol.  1,  Page  738,  says  “the 
mosaic  laws  pertaining  to  murder  are 
the  legal  expressions  of  the  sanctity  of 
human  life.” 

For  example,  Genesis  9:6  says:  "Who¬ 
ever  sheds  the  blood  of  man  shall  his 
blood  be  shed;  for  God  made  man  in  his 
own  image.” 

Still  others  have  contended  that  capi¬ 
tal  punishment  is  wrong  because  it  vio¬ 
lates  the  sixth  commandment:  “You 
shall  not  kill.” 

From  that  some  have  concluded  that 
the  state  is  bound  by  the  same  moral 
rules  as  individuals  and  thus  would  be 
stopped  from  carrying  out  such  a  sen¬ 
tence.  That  sentence,  it  is  argued,  is 
nothing  more  than  judicial  murder. 

But  a  serious  study  of  the  Hebrew  word 
used  there  doesn’t  bear  out  that  conten¬ 


tion.  The  Hebrew  word  we  have  translated 
as  "kill”  is  "rasah.”  It  is  a  rather  rare  verb 
that  occurs  only  46  times. 

J.J.  Stamm,  who  has  written  a  book  on 
the  Ten  Commandments,  writes,  “What 
rasah’  means  is  illegal  killing  inimical  to 
the  community.”  (“The  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  in  Recent  Research,”  Page  99). 

The  sixth  commandment,  as  it  was  used 
in  the  Decalogue,  certainly  didn't  preclude 
that  state  from  executing  a  murderer. 

New  Testament  doesn’t  help 

We  can  safely  conclude  that  the  Old 
Testament  not  only  condones  capital 
punishment  for  murder  but  in  certain 
cases  makes  it  mandatory. 

Therefore,  those  who  would  abolish 
capital  punishment  must  look  for  ways 
to  interpret  the  New  Testament  so  as  to 
justify  their  point  of  view. 

One  of  the  most  common  reference  is 
to  John  8:1-11,  the  story  of  the  woman 
taken  in  adultery.  The  Jewish  law  was 
very  clear:  She  should  be  put  to  death. 
But  Jesus  defended  her  and  sent  her  off 
with  the  admonition  to  “sin  no  more.” 
Now,  the  question  is,  did  Christ  really 
strike  a  blow  against  capital  punishment? 

The  abolitionist  view  of  this  Scripture 
won’t  stand  up  to  an  exegetical  analysis. 
The  crowd  was  planning  a  lynching  and 
trying  to  make  Jesus  a  part  to  it.  Jesus 
exposed  their  hypocrisy,  foiled  their  trap 
and  prevented  a  lynching.  He  didn’t  take 
that  golden  opportunity  to  repeal  the  laws 
of  capital  punishment. 

What  does  the  crucifixion  mean  in 
terms  of  this  discussion?  Certainly  if  one 


of  Jesus’  goals  while  on  earth  was  to  abol¬ 
ish  capital  punishment,  that  would  have 
been  the  perfect  time. 

He  was,  after  all,  unjustly  accused  and 
put  to  death.  However,  as  we  read  the 
Passion  narratives,  there  is  no  evidence 
that  Christ  used  that  chance  to  abolish  the 
death  penalty. 

Jesus  didn’t  revoke  idea 

In  Luke’s  version  we  find  the  penitent 
thief  even  admitting:  “For  we  are  re¬ 
ceiving  the  due  rewards  for  our  deeds" 
(Luke  23:41).  If  Jesus  intended  to  revoke 
the  idea  of  capital  punishment,  that 
would  have  been  the  time. 

In  the  case  of  the  penitent  thief,  re¬ 
demption  was  not  perverted  but  enhanced 
by  capital  punishment  because  Jesus 
promised  him  a  special  place  in  paradise. 

So  what  do  the  Scriptures  say?  The  bib¬ 
lical  view  is  that  capital  punishment  does 
in  fact  deter  crime  and  that  it  is  an  appro¬ 
priate  way  to  see  that  justice  is  done. 

The  problem  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  that  we  have  a  one-sided  view 
of  justice.  In  terms  of  jurisprudence,  it 
protects  only  the  rights  of  the  accused. 

However,  the  traditional  definition  of 
justice  is:  “The  constant  and  perpetual 
disposition  to  render  to  every  man  his 
due”  (Black’s  Law  Dictionary). 

The  Hebrew  word  “just”  is  just  with  ref¬ 
erence  to  rulers  and  judges  in  the  sense  of 
seeing  that  men  get  their  right.  It  can  re¬ 
fer  to  both  accuser  and  accused  (Interpret¬ 
er’s  Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  Page  1027). 

Capital  punishment  is  the  final  resort 
of  a  just  society. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  JOHN  S.  WORKMAN 

Killing  is  not  made  “just”  simply  by 
legalizing  it. 

The  death  penalty,  rather  than  being 
an  acceptable  deed  of  a  just  society,  is  an 
inhumane,  barbaric,  outmoded,  cruel  and 
unusual  punishment  unworthy  of  a  civi¬ 
lized  people. 

Capital  punishment  should  be  ab¬ 
horred  by  Christians  and  resoundingly 
denounced  by  all  people  of  conscience. 

The  death  penalty  encourages  human¬ 
ity’s  most  base  and  vile  weaknesses.  It 
panders  to  vengeance,  retribution  and 
our  unholy  lust  for  punishment. 

Surely  Christians  should  call  the  na¬ 
tion  to  a  higher  way. 

If  killing  is  wrong,  how  can  execu¬ 
tion-killing  by  the  state— be  right? 

How  can  it  ever  be  right  to  kill  people 
who  kill  people  to  teach  people  that  it  is 
wrong  to  kill  people? 

Such  are,  I  submit,  the  fundamental 
moral  questions  that  no  amount  of  Scrip¬ 
ture-juggling  and  rhetoric-roulette  can 
evade  or  cover  up. 

Killing  is  wrong 

Point:  It  is  morally  wrong  for  one  per¬ 
son— and  for  all  people,  in  the  name  of 
the  state— to  take  human  life. 

Some  things  are  not  given  to  humans 
to  do.  Chief  among  those  things  is  to  play 
God  by  taking  human  life. 

Theological  issues  aside,  there  are  nu¬ 
merous  reasons  United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tians  and  other  sensitive  citizens  should 
oppose  the  death  penalty: 

•The  death  penalty  is  discriminatory. 


Historically  it’s  been  imposed  unfairly  on 
the  poor,  the  powerless,  the  minorities. 

•Capital  punishment  is,  at  best,  a 
questionable  deterrent  to  crime.  It  can 
be  argued  that  the  death  penalty,  as 
state-approved  killing,  encourages  vio¬ 
lence  by  making  it  “acceptable.” 

•  The  death  penalty  is  expensive  and  is 
going  out  of  style. 

Some  studies  show  that  the  cost  of  liti¬ 
gating  death  sentence  appeals  is  twice  that 
of  keeping  a  prisoner  incarcerated  for  life. 

According  to  Amnesty  International, 
the  United  States  is  the  only  Western  in¬ 
dustrial  nation  that  continues  to  use  the 
death  penalty. 

Yes,  the  Bible  is  some  instances  “sup¬ 
ports”  capital  punishment.  It  approves 
the  death  penalty  for,  among  other  of¬ 
fenders,  children  who  curse  their  parents 
(Exodus  21:17);  people  who  work  on  the 
Sabbath  (Exodus  35:2);  adulterers  (Deu¬ 
teronomy  22:24),  and  drunkards,  gluttons 
and  children  who  disobey  their  parents 
(Deuteronomy  21:18-21). 

Any  takers  for  those  biblical  directives? 

To  insist  that  contemporary  societies 
impose  obviously  outmoded  biblical  prac¬ 
tices— whether  in  education,  economics, 
commerce,  transportation  or  law— is  to 
misinterpret  what  the  Bible  is  all  about. 

Such  insistence  makes  us  guilty  of 
idolatry— making  an  idol  of  the  Bible, 
robbing  it  of  its  noble  role  as  lamp  to  our 
feet  and  light  to  our  path. 

Another  point:  To  be  opposed  to  the 
death  penalty  is  not  to  be  soft  on  crime. 

Opposition  to  capital  punishment  is 
not  a  statement  about  crime;  it  is  a 


statement  about  the  value  of  life. 

Victims  need  concern,  too 

Nothing  said  herein  should  be  con¬ 
strued  as  making  light  of  the  heinous 
crimes  of  vicious  criminals.  The  loss  suf¬ 
fered  by  the  victims  of  such  criminals, 
and  those  victims’  loved  ones,  cannot  be 
overstated.  Those  losses  must  be  a  griev¬ 
ous  concern  of  all  society,  most  especial¬ 
ly  the  religious  community. 

But  two  wrongs  don’t  make  a  right.  The 
death  penalty  remains  a  repudiation  of  one 
of  the  central  qualities  that  make  human 
beings  special:  Regard  for  life — all  life. 

Capital  punishment  is  a  cruel,  barbar¬ 
ic,  discriminatory,  costly  and  reprehensi¬ 
ble  practice  of  a  society  that  has  not  yet 
overcome  its  most  base  imperfections. 

Surely  we  should  be  in  the  forefront  of 
the  movement  to  put  an  end  to  such  an 
uncivilized  and  inhumane  practice. 

" Here  1  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  John  S.  Workman  is  religion 
editor  of  the  Arkansas  Gazette  in  Little 
Rock  and  a  ministerial  member  on  leave 
from  the  North  Arkansas  conference.  He 
lives  in  Conway,  Ark. 

The  Rev.  Roger  E.  Glover  is  pastor  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hoxie, 
Ark.  (North  Arkansas  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here  I 
Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


How  does  your  religious  ‘sword’  cut? 


Christians  need  more 


Moslem  reaction  to  Salman  Rushdie’s 
new  book,  “The  Satanic  Verses,”  may 
strike  us  as  outrageous  and  extreme. 

But  beyond  such  bizarre  things  as 
death  threats  against  the  book’s  author 
lies  a  sobering  lesson  for  Christians: 

The  way  we  defend  our  faith  says  a  lot 
about  the  faith  we’re  defending. 

Mr.  Rushdie’s  novel  reportedly  offends 
Islamic  believers.  They  contend  that  it 
“satirizes  and  belittles”  the  prophet  Mo¬ 
hammed  by  portraying  him  in  contempo¬ 
rary,  and  even  blasphemous?  terms. 

In  Iran,  the  Ayatollah  Khomeini  or¬ 
dered  the  author  executed,  and  put  a 
price  on  his  head. 

At  last  report  Mr.  Rushdie  was  safely 
hiding  in  London.  Sales  of  his  book  were 
predictably  brisk. 

In  India  at  least  eight  people  were 
killed  and  another  60  were  injured  dur¬ 
ing  riots  protesting  the  book. 

Do  the  Islamic  complaints  sound  fa¬ 
miliar? 

They  should.  Last  summer’s  furor  in 
the  United  States  over  the  movie,  "The 
Last  Temptation  of  Christ,”  was  based  on 
similar  feelings  among  Christian  believers 
who  contended  the  film  ridiculed  Jesus. 

To  our  knowledge,  no  deaths  resulted 
from  protests  of  “Last  Temptation.” 
However,  widespread  hostility  was  ex¬ 
pressed  toward  the  film,  including  sym¬ 
bolic  violence  against  effigies  of  its 
producers. 

Both  the  Christian  and  Islamic  pro¬ 
tests  appear  to  be  rooted  in  similar  reli¬ 
giously  motivated  attitudes. 

We  are  disturbed  by  that  thought. 
However,  a  mature  faith  must  face 
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squarely  the  reality  that  religion  is  not 
always  and  automatically  good. 

That’s  because  a  two-edged  sword  lies 
at  the  heart  of  human  religious  passion. 

One  edge  can  cut  to  the  truth  of  God’s 
will  for  human  life  and  thereby  release 
boundless  goodness  and  love. 

The  other  edge  can  slice  open  the 
dark,  sinful  side  of  human  nature  and  re¬ 
lease  terrible  acts  of  inhumanity. 

History  is  filled  with  abundant  exam¬ 
ples  of  both  kinds  of  religiously  motivated 
conduct.  Sadly,  even  many  who  call  them¬ 
selves  Christian  have  at  times  perverted 
their  love  of  Jesus  into  hostile  intolerance 
toward  people  with  different  beliefs. 

Such  examples  may  be  extreme.  But 
isn’t  it  a  matter  of  degree  and  not  of  kind 
when  Christians  allow  religious  zeal  to 
result  in  spirit-killing  attitudes  and  be¬ 
havior  such  as: 

f  Suspicion  instead  of  trust? 

•/  Bitterness  instead  of  serenity? 

■/  Selfishness  instead  of  generosity? 

f  Judgmental  attitudes  instead  of 
forgiving  attitudes? 

As  Christians  we  are  called  to  a  faith 
that  is  not  only  vibrant  and  vital  but  also 
vigilant.  We  should  be  constantly  mind¬ 
ful  of  the  effects  our  religious  faith  has 
on  others. 

Jesus  offered  us  a  simple  test  for  exer¬ 
cising  such  vigilance:  “By  their  fruits 
you  shall  know  them.” 

If  the  fruit  of  our  religiously  inspired 
conduct  is  heartache,  pain  or  destruc¬ 
tiveness  in  our  lives  or  in  the  lives  of  oth¬ 
ers,  we  have  good  cause  to  question 
whether  our  spiritual  passion  is  rooted  in 
the  love  of  Christ. 

If  the  fruit  produced  by  our  religious 
belief  enhances  human  life  and  bears 
witness  to  a  God  of  love  and  justice,  then 
we  can  be  reasonably  sure  we’ve  been 
faithful  to  our  calling  as  Christians. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  honestly 
and  prayerfully  examined  the  fruits  of 
your  religious  beliefs?  Which  edge  of  the 
religious  "sword”  do  they  most  often 
represent? 


By  RACHEL  BAHRENBURG 
I  sat  listening  to  the  Jan.  20  inaugural 
celebration  as  I  wrote  letters. 

I  heard  many  fam¬ 
ous  people  tell  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  what  they 
thought  or  hoped  he 
should  do  to  make 
this  a  “kinder, 
gentler"  nation.  But 
I  didn't  hear  one 
speaker  say  how  he 
would  help  in  fulfill¬ 
ing  that  great  work.  Rachel  Bahrenburg 
The  day  before,  I  had  taken  Pamela 
and  Paul,  my  6-month-old  twin  grand¬ 
children  to  a  nursing  home.  We  knew  no¬ 
body  there,  but  one  resident  saw  us  come 
in  and  quickly  reached  out  for  Pam. 

For  the  next  hour,  she  carried  that 
baby  from  room  to  room  and  brought 
laughter  and  fond  memories  everywhere 
she  went.  I  stopped  in  front  of  a  woman 
in  a  wheelchair,  holding  Paul  out  to  her. 

She  babbled  excitedly.  She  couldn’t 
form  any  words.  Then  she  reached  out 
nervously  toward  Paul.  A  nurse  came 
and  took  the  baby  from  me  and  put  him 
in  this  woman’s  arms. 


To  the  Editor: 

What  Christians  need  is  not  so  much 
“negative”  or  “positive”  thinking  as  ab¬ 
solutely  honest  and  clear  thinking  that 
looks  for  the  real,  factual  truth  and 
passes  up  pious  falsehoods  that  aim  at 
nothing  except  to  “prove”  traditional  po¬ 
sition  as  a  group. 

Evangelicalism  doesn’t  mean  inerran¬ 
cy.  Neither  does  God’s  inspiration  neces¬ 
sarily  imply  that  an  inspired  person 
must  be  above  making  mistakes  in  what 
he  or  she  says  always. 

I  believe  that  much  that  Shakespeare? 
said  was  inspired,  but  ttiat  doesn’t  mean 
that,  as  guidance  for  Christians,  his  writ¬ 
ings  are  on  a  level  with  the  Bible. 

People  like  to  jump  to  a  conclusion 
that  opponents  sometimes  mean  ridicu¬ 
lous  things  different  from  what  they 
really  said. 

They  also  like  to  claim  the  Bible  means 
things  that  favor  their  traditional  posi¬ 
tion,  even  when  it  most  clearly  doesn’t. 

For  example,  it  is  clear  as  daylight 
that,  in  Matthew,  Jesus  told  the  disciples 
that,  after  the  resurrection,  they  should 
meet  him  on  a  mountain  in  Galilee.  Luke 
says  he  told  them  to  stay  in  Jerusalem. 
Obviously,  inerrancy  evaporates  here! 

So  what  must  we  believe  as  earnest 
Christians?  Simply  that  the  general  prin¬ 
ciples  of  what  God  asks  of  us  become 
abundantly  clear,  without  making  a  lot 
of  nitpicking  claims  about  this  or  that. 

Does  a  loving  father  pn  earth  require 
his  children  to  clearly  understand  every 
little  word  he  ever  said  or  suffer  com¬ 
plete  separation  from  him  forever?  That 
thought  by  itself  is  enough  to  answer  the 
questions  of  some  critics! 

Jeff  P.  Paul 
Sacramento,  California 

Evangelism  excites  me 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  great  interest  and  ex¬ 
citement  a  couple  of  articles  recently  in 
the  Reporter  about  evangelism. 

The  first  article  was  Jan.  20  from  the 
United  Methodist  News  Service  about 


Then  the  nurse  told  me  that  this  wom¬ 
an  had  built  a  shell  around  herself.  No 
one  knew  how  to  penetrate  that  shell. 
But  a  6-month-old  baby  did! 

In  a  few  moments  he  had  reached  in 
and  warmed  an  old  woman’s  heart  and 
helped  to  make  this  a  kinder,  gentler  na¬ 
tion. 

The  letter  I  was  writing  Inauguration 
Day  was  to  a  man  in  prison.  I  told  him 
my  thoughts  and  the  story  of  the  twins. 
Then  I  found  myself  writing  that  even 
while  in  prison  the  man  could  help  mold 
the  United  States  into  a  kinder  and 
gentler  nation. 

Are  you  letting  God  use  you  to  make 
your  home,  community,  state  and  nation 
kinder  and  gentler  and  more  like  Him? 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Rachel  Bahrenburg  is  a  member  of 
Steele  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Steele.  N.D.  (North  Dakota  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


getting  back  to  basics,  faith-sharing. 

That's  what  we  talked  about  at  our 
last  meeting  on  evangelism.  We  would 
like  to  see  more  witnessing  and  more 
talk  about  God  and  Jesus. 

I  know  that  salvation  is  a  gift  and  that 
we  don’t  have  to  do  anything,  but  the  re¬ 
wards  of  serving  God  are  great.  Those 
great  rewards  should  be  stressed. 

Once  people’s  faith  is  strong,  they  will 
want  to  witness  for  the  Lord. 

The  other  article  was  Dec.  26.  That  was 
about  training  missionaries  to  be  evan¬ 
gelicals.  I  always  thought  they  were. 

It  is  fine  to  feed  arid  clothe  people.  That" 
is  what  God  wants  us  to  do,  but  people 
have  to  be  spiritually  fed,  too.  Feeding 
them  spiritually  helps  them  to  become  in¬ 
dependent  so  they  can  help  themselves. 

I  hope  that  we  United  Methodists  keep 
pursuing  evangelism  and  that  we  will 
soon  be  filling  the  pews  instead  of  emp¬ 
tying  them. 

We  have  to  start  in  our  local  churches. 

Lorraine  Godar 
Westmont,  Illinois 

Story  shows  naivete 

To  the  Editor: 

Glen  Larum’s  article  on  the  visit  of  32 
bishops  to  Nicaragua  (see  UMR,  Feb.  3) 
illustrates  once  again  the  naivete  of 
American  church  leaders  who  support 
leftist  causes. 

“Total  debt  forgiveness”  by  foreign 
banks  in  democratic  countries  is  suggest¬ 
ed  by  the  bishops,  but  no  consideration 
from  the  heavily  armed  dictatorship  is 
asked  in  return— like  restoration  of  free 
speech  and  a  free  press. 

President  Daniel  Ortega  cites  his  peo¬ 
ple’s  religious  faith  as  “a  decisive  ele¬ 
ment”  in  resisting  the  contras.  Certainly 
massive  shipments  of  Soviet  bloc  weap¬ 
ons  and  forced  military  conscription 
were  at  least  as  decisive. 

This  same  military  machine  has  made 
it  easier  for  Nicaragua  to  de-stablize  her 
neighbor,  El  Salvador. 

Marxism  is  and  always  has  been  atheis¬ 
tic,  and  international  church  leaders 
should  be  supporting  religious  freedom  in 
Nicaragua,  not  fawning  over  the  regime 
that  is  the  chief  adversary  of  the  church. 

When  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  says  his  visit 
tells  Christians  in  Central  America  “we 
care  about  you,”  I  can’t  help  thinking  he 
cares  more  about  Mr.  Ortega  and  his  cro¬ 
nies  than  about  the  ordinary  people. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“How  sweet  are  thy  words  to  my 
taste,  sweeter  than  honey  to  my 
mouth!” 

(submitted  by  Monty  Gilmer, 

Rose  dale,  Va.) 

Book  Chapter-  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Samuel  2:2) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  26 
Monday:  Psalms  103:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  103:  6-13 
Wednesday:  Exodus  3:1-8 
Thursday:  Exodus  3:9-15 
Friday:  Luke  13:1-5 
Saturday:  Luke  13:6-9 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  10:1-13 


My  Witness 

God  gives  each  of  us  role 
in  building  kinder  nation 


honest,  clear  thinking 
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Once  again,  church  leaders  have  no 
business  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  dicta¬ 
torial  regimes  and  certainly  not  to  com¬ 
munists  in  light  of  the  enormous  suffering 
they  have  visited  upon  humanity. 

Is  it  any  wonder  the  church  is  losing 
membership  when  its  leaders’  priorities 
are  so  inappropriate? 

Bill  Jackman 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Letters  show  little  love 

To  the  Editor: 

I  always  read  with  interest  your  arti¬ 
cles  about  United  Methodist  Christians  in 
our  nation  and  in  our  world.  Wonderful 
things  are  happening  as  God  uses  us  to 
reach  others  with  his  love. 

Yet,  each  week  when  I  read  the  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,”  my  heart  is  filled 
with  sorrow.  There  seems  to  always  be 
some  letter  in  which  a  Christian  brother 
or  sister  is  putting  down  another  brother 
or  sister  in  Christ. 

Over  the  past  few  months,  I  have  read 
letters  concerning  differing  view  points 
over  the  movie  “The  Last  Temptation  of 
Christ,”  differing  views  on  the  church’s 
stand  on  homosexuality,  differing  view¬ 
points  on  whether  Jesus  was  a  “liberal” 
or  a  “conservative.” 


In  each  letter,  writers  think  their 
viewpoints  are  the  only  right  ones  and 
sometimes  even  resort  to  name-calling. 

The  letter  I  read  in  the  Feb.  20  issue 
was  the  last  straw.  The  writer  was  upset 
that  the  Reporter  had  not  mentioned 
President  Bush’s  election  or  the  inaugu¬ 
ration.  The  writer  felt  your  oversight 
was  "without  excuse.” 

I  believe  this  letter  upset  me  so  much 
because  I  realized  myself  that  I  was 
guilty  of  the  judgment  and  persecution  I 
place  upon  my  own  Christian  brothers 
and  sisters.  Why  should  people  want  to 
become  Christians  when  they  see  us 
hurting  each  other?  Jesus  said  that  peo¬ 
ple  would  know  we  are  his  disciples  by 
the  love  that  we  have  for  each  other. 

Let’s  follow  his  commands  and  be 
more  tolerant  and  more  understanding 
with  one  another.  Let’s  pray  for  God  to 
teach  us  how  to  love  one  another,  for  as 
the  Apostle  Paul  writes,  “Without  love, 
we  are  nothing.” 

Sue  A.  Lambert 
The  Woodlands,  Texas 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  "Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


S  Continuing  Education 

With  The  Alban  Institute 
SPRING  1989 

a-  MJUf/raUlf  CHURCH  *T«T  TEAMS 

April  3-5, 1989  Washington,  DC 
Understand  team  ministry  and  male/female 
colleaguesbip  by  examining  views  of  authority, 
partnership,  supervision,  and  success  in  ministry. 

Led  by  The  Rev.  Speed  B.  Leas  and  Ms.  Celia  Allison 
Hahn,  Alban  Staff  Hamers. 


o-  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  POWER  AND  NR.UBKCE  if  THE  CHURCH 

May  15-18, 1989  Indianapolis,  Indiana 
Recognize  power  systems  in  your  church .  .  .  identify 
various  sources  of  power .  .  .  distinguish  between 
external  power  and  personal  power  issues .  .  .  use  power 
systems  in  your  church  to  create  positive  change 
Led  by  The  Rev.  Roy  Pneuman,  Alban  StafTDrainer 

’CELTs  Available. 

For  details  write  THE  ALBAN  INSTITUTE,  Education  Dept 
4125  Nebraska  Avc  NW,  Washington,  DC  20016 
or  call  (800)  457-8893 

Resources  for  people  who  care  about  congregations. 
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Churches  help  Central  American  refugees 


Shifting  entry  rules  force 
UMs  to  adapt  relief  daily 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

HARLINGEN,  Texas— “The  ground 
was  shifting  under  us  every  minute,” 
said  the  Rev.  William  J.  Hughes. 

Mr.  Hughes,  pastor  of  San  Benito’s 
First  United  Methodist  Church  and  a 
member  of  a  task  force  trying  to  help 
the  thousands  of  Central  American  refu¬ 
gees  pouring  into  the  United  States,  said 
UM  strategies  are  changing  daily. 

Church  groups  had  been  scrambling 
just  to  help  refugees  find  shelter,  food 
and  clothing,  said  Mr.  Hughes. 

But,  actions  taken  this  week  by  U.S. 
immigration  officials  could  force  major 
changes  in  strategy,  he  said. 

The  U.S.  government  is  expected  to  set 
up  a  “tent  city”  detention  camp  where 
refugees  seeking  political  asylum  will  be 
held  while  their  applications  are  pend¬ 
ing,  according  to  news  reports. 

In  addition,  a  massive  U.S.  State  De¬ 
partment  effort  to  speed  up  the  process¬ 
ing  of  asylum  applicants  is  expected,  a 
source  told  the  Reporter. 

Lilia  Fernandez,  a  refugee  relief  spe¬ 
cialist  with  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief,  was  in  South  Texas  this 
week.  She  was  assessing  how  the  relief 
agency  could  assist  the  task  force  and 
the  informal  ecumenical  network  al¬ 
ready  in  place  to  help  refugees. 

One  key  element  in  the  task  force 
strategy  will  continue  to  be  the  need  for 
lawyers  and  paralegals  to  help  refugees 
through  the  application  process. 

"What  every  United  Methodist  attor¬ 
ney  ought  to  do  is  come  down  to  South 
Texas  and  take  three  political  asylum 
cases  pro  bono  [for  free],”  said  Mr. 
Hughes,  “or  send  the  money  to  see  that  it 


What  United  Methodists 
are  doing  to  aid  refugees 

•  Opening  churches  to  shel¬ 
ter  refugee  families. 

•  Feeding  refugees. 

•  Distributing  blankets, 
shoes  and  clothing. 

•  Buying  bus  tickets  so  refu¬ 
gees  can  join  family  members. 

•  Hiring  a  paralegal  to  help 
refugees  apply  for  legal  asy¬ 
lum. 


4  6 What  every  United 
Methodist  attorney  ought 
to  do  is  •  .  .  take  three 
asylum  cases  pro  bono." 
— William  J.  Hughes 

is  done  properly  here.” 

In  some  cities,  where  refugees  went 
before  a  ban  on  their  travel  was  reinstat¬ 
ed,  attorneys  who  are  United  Methodists 
could  volunteer  to  help  refugees  file  a 
form  to  get  their  asylum-application 
case  moved  to  that  city,  he  said. 

“Those  services  will  be  needed  all  over 
the  country,”  he  said,  noting  that  60,000 
asylum  cases  already  have  been  filed. 

The  McAllen  District  United  Methodist 
task  force  recently  hired  paralegal  Bar¬ 
bara  Ferry  to  train  volunteers  to  help 
refugees  with  paperwork. 

But  some  members  think  the  task 
force  should,  at  a  minimum,  hire  another 
paralegal  and  an  attorney— an  estimated 
$50,000  expense  for  a  group  working  on  a 
shoestring. 

Mr.  Hughes  emphasized  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  United  Methodists  working 
through  the  legal  system  to  aid  refugees 
rather  than  outside  the  law. 

Legal  aid  programs  set  up  to  help  ref¬ 
ugees  could  be  swamped  by  sheer  num¬ 
bers.  Immigration  officials  are 
predicting  as  many  as  100,000  refugees 
this  year. 

And  officials  hint  that  each  applica¬ 
tion  for  political  asylum  will  be  careful¬ 
ly  scrutinized,  making  legal  help  critical 
for  refugees  who  have  little  education. 

The  detention  camp  is  to  be  on  govern¬ 
ment  property  in  an  isolated  farming 
area  about  10  miles  northeast  of  Port  Is¬ 
abel,  Texas.  A  Harlingen  immigration 
center  was  closed  to  political-asylum 
seekers  after  the  city  sued  to  shut  down 
the  facility  because  of  alleged  health  and 
fire  code  violations. 

Until  this  week,  refugees  had  been  al¬ 
lowed  to  travel  to  a  final  U.S.  destination 
and  pursue  their  claims  in  cities  where 
they  plan  to  live. 

United  Methodist  officials  and  other 
ecumenical  church  leaders  said  last 
week  that  travel  policy,  in  effect  since 
Jan.  9,  should  be  continued. 

In  the  final  days  before  the  travel  ban 
was  imposed,  the  UM  task  force  spent  al¬ 
most  $4,000  on  bus  tickets  for  refugees.  . 


IMMIGRATION  &  NATURALIZATION 
!  SERVICE 

*  H  LEGALIZATION  CENTER 


HARLINGEN,  Texas-Central 
American  refugees,  most  from  Nic¬ 
aragua,  are  streaming  across  the 
Rio  Grande  into  Texas.  The  flood  of 
refugees  is  taxing  the  capacity  of 
the  U.S.  Immigration  Service  to  pro¬ 
cess  their  applications  for  residence 
and  of  church  workers  to  see  to 
their  physical  and  spiritual  needs. 
Above,  a  family  waits  near  the  im¬ 
migration  office  sign  for  assistance. 
Their  blanket  is  a  gift  from  Church 
World  Service,  the  interdenomina¬ 
tional  relief  agency.  At  right,  the 
Rev.  Lonnie  Phillips,  who  heads  up  a 
UM  district  refugee  task  force,  uses 
a  car’s  hood  as  a  desk  to  help  a  Nic¬ 
araguan  grandmother  fill  out  her 
immigration  papers.  She  arrived  in 
America  shepherding  an  extended 
family  that  includes  sons,  nephews 
and  cousins.. 


UMs  find  aid 
as  close  as 
first  names 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

MERCEDES,  Texas— When  you  get  to 
know  refugees  by  their  first  names,  sud¬ 
denly  mission  work  becomes  personal. 

Just  ask  the  members  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mercedes. 

When  three  women  from  the  congrega¬ 
tion  first  took  blankets  and  sweaters  to 
refugees  camped  outdoors  at  a  Harlingen, 
Texas,  immigration  center,  the  refugee 
crisis  was  just  a  story  on  the  local  news. 

The  next  thing  they  knew,  it  was  in  the 
church  nursery,  where  three  Nicaraguan 
mothers— Maria  Elena,  Evie  and  Maria— 
and  their  five  children  were  staying. 

Mission  coordinator  Judith  German, 
music  director  Susan  Phillips  and  the 
Rev.  Phyllis  Jean  Flowers,  assistant  pas¬ 
tor,  all  remember  it  as  an  exciting  and 
exhausting  week. 

Ms.  German  said  she  would  never  for¬ 
get  the  moment  the  families  sat  down  to 
their  first  meal  at  the  church. 

“Even  though  they  were  hungry,  they 
had  their  prayers  over  their  food,”  she 
said.  “It  was  so  touching." 

Ms.  Flowers  said  that  when  the  women 
left  Managua,  capital  of  Nicaragua,  they 
all  were  planning  to  join  relatives  in  the 
United  States. 

By  the  time  they  reached  Harlingen, 
where  the  Rev.  Lonnie  B.  Phillips— Su¬ 
san’s  husband  and  the  church's  pastor- 
found  them,  the  women  were  "penniless, 
bewildered"  and  desperate. 

With  the  help  of  Spanish-speaking 
church  custodian  Lee  Esparza,  the  folks 
at  First  UMC  learned  that  a  12-year-old 
girl  traveling  with  Maria  and  Maria 
Elena’s  14-year-old  boy  had  been  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  U.S.  Border  Patrol  on  their 
scramble  up  from  the  Rio  Grande. 

Mr.  Phillips  worked  his  way  by  tele¬ 
phone  through  office  after  office  of  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
until  he  located  the  two  youngsters. 

There  were  joyful,  tearful  reunions. 

Meanwhile,  Ms.  Flowers  was  telling 
the  story  to  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  raising  money  to  buy  bus  tickets  so 
the  women  and  children  could  go  on  to 
Florida  and  California. 

“The  flood  of  refugees  makes  it  easy 
for  one  person  or  one  church  to  feel  help¬ 
less,”  said  Ms.  Flowers.  “But  by  focusing 
on  a  few,  we  were  able  to  put  the  interna¬ 
tional  crisis  into  terms  we  could  handle.” 

Like  Maria,  Evie  and  Maria  Elena. 


I  Top  world  missions  officer  nominated 


Laypeople  may  he  asked 
what  6 ministry 9  means 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 


The  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman,  a  soft- 
spoken,  51-year-old  policy  analyst  who 


Robert  J.  Harman 
...  to  head  world  mission  work 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Here’s  your  imaginary 
"mission,”  if  you  choose  to  accept  it: 

Join  15  people  designated  to  propose  a 
reorganization  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

What  ideas  about  the  NCC— positive  and 
negative— would  you  bring  to  the  task? 

How  would  you  describe  or  analyze  the 
ecumenical  agency’s  problems? 

What  model  or  models  for  a  “new 
NCC”  would  you  propose? 

A  special  NCC  panel  called  the  "Com¬ 
mittee  of  Fifteen”  began  to  tackle  just 
such  a  task  last  week. 

The  panel  met  Feb.  14-15  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  since  being  authorized  by  the 
NCC’s  Governing  Board  in  November. 
(The  group  held  an  organizational  meet¬ 
ing  in  December). 

Its  goal:  Propose  a  way  for  the  NCC  to 
deal  with  “current  realities”— including 
mounting  financial  problems  and  cultural 
changes— that  threaten  to  unravel  the  ecu¬ 
menical  organization  (see  UMR,  Jan.  27). 

"I  don’t  believe  that  the  NCC  can  contin¬ 
ue  with  its  present  structure,”  a  member 
of  the  committee  told  the  group  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  “We  need  to  change." 

The  committee  doesn't  have  much  time 
to  come  up  with  proposed  changes.  It  must 
make  its  recommendations  to  the  NCC 
Governing  Board  meeting  May  17-19. 

“The  time  pressure  says  we  mean  busi¬ 
ness,  and  we  can’t  get  lost  in  the  trivia,” 
the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer  told  the  Reporter. 

Dr.  Brouwer  is  the  NCC’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  He  is  not  a  member  of  the  "Commit¬ 
tee  of  Fifteen,"  but  he,  along  with  three 
other  staff  members,  participated  in  last 


helped  shape  the  new  mission  thrust  of 
the  United  Methodist  mission  board,  has 
been  nominated  to  be  the  agency’s  top 
executive  for  overseas  missions. 

As  head  of  the  mission  board’s  World 
Program  Division,  Mr.  Harman  would: 

•  Direct  a  program  working  with 
churches  in  79  countries. 

•  Oversee  the  work  of  more  than  1,000 
international  missionaries,  many  with 
close  ties  to  local  UM  congregations. 

•  Administer  an  annual  budget  of  $23 
million— the  largest  mission  program  of 
any  mainline  Protestant  denomination. 

The  178  directors  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  are  to  vote  on  his 
nomination  at  their  April  14-21  meeting 
in  New  York. 

Mr.  Harman’s  nomination  comes  al¬ 
most  a  year  after  the  decision  not  to  re¬ 
nominate  Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  who  spent 
five  years  as  chief  executive  of  the 
World  Program  Division. 

That  decision  touched  off  an  intense 
debate  at  the  1988  spring  meeting  over 
personnel  policies. 


week’s  meeting  at  the  committee’s  request. 

Meeting  in  the  vaulted-ceiling  library  of 
an  Episcopal  retreat  house,  committee 
members  brainstormed  to  get  a  handle  on 
their  task.  By  meeting's  end,  they  had: 

/  Identified  10  assumptions  on  which 
they  would  develop  a  new  model  or  mod¬ 
els  for  the  NCC.  The  first  was  perhaps 
the  most  basic:  “We  want  to  keep  the 
program  functions  we  have  together  and 
enable  other  entities  to  enter  into  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  council.” 

/  Reviewed  a  draft  analysis  of  the 
NCC’s  underlying  problems  and  referred 
it  to  a  subcommittee  for  revision. 

/  Reviewed  a  draft  of  proposed 
“theological  affirmations”  that  will  un¬ 
dergird  their  final  proposals. 

/  Sketched  out  and  considered  sever¬ 
al  models  for  a  re-structured  NCC  but 
didn’t  reach  consensus  on  any. 

f  Proposed  a  budget  of  $55,000  to  do 
their  work.  Of  that  total,  $45,000  has 
been  pledged  by  NCC  member  churches. 
The  remainder  is  expected  to  come  from 
existing  council  funds. 

/  Alluded  to,  but  didn’t  deal  directly 
with,  the  NCC’s  “hottest  potato,”  name- 

UM  bishops  laud 

WASHINGTON— Three  of  United 
Methodism’s  four  women  bishops  have 
welcomed  consecration  of  their  sister 
Episcopal  bishop  as  evidence  of  God’s 
movement  in  the  church. 

Retired  Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  of 
San  Francisco  and  two  active  United 
Methodist  bishops,  Judith  Craig  (Detroit 


Dr.  Billings,  who  stepped  down  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  was  reassigned  to  a  special  proj¬ 
ect-identifying  “cutting-edge”  issues 
for  the  board. 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Germany,  a  66- 
year-old  world  division  executive  who 
had  planned  to  retire  in  December, 
capped  a  41 -year  missions  career  by 
agreeing  to  stay  on  as  interim  head  until 
a  permanent  successor  to  Dr.  Billings 
was  elected. 

Mr.  Harman,  regarded  by  many  ob¬ 
servers  as  a  consummate  diplomat,  has 
spent  most  of  the  last  15  years  at  the 
mission  board,  either  with  the  National 
Program  Division  or  with  the  board’s  top 
management  team. 

In  1982,  he  did  much  of  the  staff  work  in 
designing  the  board’s  new  structure  (see 
related  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Since  becoming  boardwide  planner  in 
1985,  he  has  been  credited  with  a  key 
role  in  development  of  the  board’s  mis¬ 
sion  theology  statement,  “Partnership  in 
Mission”;  with  production  of  the  board’s 
comprehensive  plan  for  mission;  and 


ly,  its  relationship  to  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  the  agency’s  relief  arm  and  largest 
financial  component. 

/  Recommended  that  the  NCC  execu¬ 
tive  committee  develop  “personnel  poli¬ 
cy  guidelines"  to  cover  the  transition  to 
a  new  NCC  structure. 

That  last  action  partly  diffused  a  sen¬ 
sitive  implication  of  the  committee’s 
work:  Its  proposals,  if  adopted  in  May, 
will  likely  result  in  a  reduced  profession¬ 
al  staff  for  the  NCC. 

Personnel  implications  of  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  work  were  used  to  justify  closing  ap¬ 
proximately  one-fourth  of  the  recent 
meeting’s  sessions  to  reporters  and  for  pro¬ 
hibiting  quoting  people  from  the  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Martin  Bailey,  chief  executive 
of  the  NCC’s  information  office,  said  the 
"partly  closed”  restriction  departed  from 
the  agency’s  usual  open-meeting  policy. 

Such  a  departure  was  justified,  Mr. 
Bailey  said,  because  “every  job  in  the 
NCC  is  under  examination.” 

“The  only  alternative  would  have  been 
to  close  the  entire  meeting,”  he  said. 
That  would  have  been  at  odds  with  the 
committee's  desire  to  do  its  work  as  pub¬ 
licly  as  possible,  he  added. 

Episcopal  sister 

Area)  and  Sharon  A.  Brown  Christopher 
(Minnesota  Area),  lauded  the  Feb.  11  con¬ 
secration  of  the  Rev.  Barbara  C.  Harris 
of  Philadelphia  as  suffragan  bishop  of 
the  Diocese  of  Massachusetts. 

Bishop  Harris  is  the  first  woman  con¬ 
secrated  as  a  bishop  in  the  worldwide 
Anglican  Communion. 


with  implementation  of  a  new  mission 
evangelism  program. 

In  his  post  as  planning  and  develop¬ 
ment  specialist  for  the  board,  he  has 
helped  put  together  the  board’s  $100  mil¬ 
lion  budget  and  developed  research  stud¬ 
ies  on  program  policies. 

Mr.  Harman’s  nomination  drew  praise 
from  board  president,  Bishop  J.  Wood- 
row  Hearn  (Nebraska  Area),  who  called 
him  “an  exciting  nominee.” 

“His  vision  of  mission  is  strongly 
grounded  on  the  foundation  of  Christian 
theology,”  said  Bishop  Hearn. 

“He  has  demonstrated  his  skills  of  ad¬ 
ministration  and  planning  required  for 
this  office  as  well  as  the  ability  to  work 
with  people  from  different  cultures.” 

The  Rev.  H.T.  Maclin,  president  of  the 
unofficial  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodist,  said,  “Since  he  (Harman)  has 
worked  so  closely  with  [board  chief  exec¬ 
utive  Randolph  W.  Nugent  Jr.]  for  so 
long,  it's  obvious  they  work  well  togeth¬ 
er.  That’s  an  obvious  plus. 

“But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  chief  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  a  division  concerned  ex¬ 
clusively  with  overseas  ministry  ought  to 
have  some  practical  experience  in  world 
mission.” 

While  Mr.  Harman  has  served  as  a 
staff  consultant,  resource  person,  speak¬ 
er  and  designer  of  mission  theology  con¬ 
sultations,  he  hasn’t  been  an  overseas 
missionary. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

TULSA,  Okla  — You  may  be  asked 
soon  to  define  "ministry.” 

Members  of  the  committee  charged 
during  1989-92  with  studying  United 
Methodism’s  "ministry”  say  laypeople 
are  among  the  groups  expected  to  be 
consulted  as  the  committee  begins  its 
study.  Others  include  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  and  annual  conference  ministry 
boards. 

The  35-member  committee,  which  met 
Feb.  10-12  in  Tulsa,  hasn’t  decided  how  it 
will  reach  people  in  local  congregations. 
But  there  is  strong  support  among  mem¬ 
bers  that  laypeople  should  be  consulted 
as  part  of  the  study. 

“Where  ministry  is  lived  out  is  in  the 
local  church,"  said  member  Ridgway 
Shinn  Jr.  of  Johnston,  R.I.  “We  might  get 
different  information  [about  the  nature 
of  ministry]  than  we  get  from  just  annual 
conferences.” 

Mr.  Shinn  volunteered  to  try  to  devise 
a  workable  survey  plan  for  members  to 
consider  at  their  meeting  April  27-29  in 
Chicago. 

The  new  study  committee  is  a  continu¬ 
ation  of  a  previous  study  group  that  of¬ 
fered  a  progress  report  on  ministry  at 
the  1988  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis. 


“Where  ministry  is 
lived  out  is  in  the  local 
church." 

— Ridgway  Shinn  Jr. 


That  report  drew  a  sharp  negative  re¬ 
sponse  from  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  1988  ministry  study  report  and  the 
bishops’  response  are  being  used  by  the 
new  committee  as  bases  for  its  continu¬ 
ing  work. 

The  committee  selected  these  priori¬ 
ties  for  its  study: 

S  Evaluation  of  the  effectiveness  of 
ministry. 

S  Mission  of  the  church. 

S  Ministry  of  all  Christians. 

y  Types  of  ministry  within  the 
church. 

Ordering  life  of  the  church. 

y  Definitions  of  church  offices  and 
structures. 

y  The  organization  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

y  Justice  and  support  issues  for  or¬ 
dained  and  lay  ministers,  including  the 
church’s  employment  practices  for  lay 
professional  workers. 


HOW  TO  GET  READY  TO  RAISE 
A  BUILDING  FUND 


ow  much  can  we  raise?  How  long  will  it 
take?  What  goal  should  we  publish?  How 
much  can  we  borrow?  What  should  fund¬ 
raising  cost?  How  do  we  plan,  prepare,  and  organize? 

These  and  other  questions  are  answered 
in  this  comprehensive  booklet.  It  has  been  prepared  to  guide 
ministers  and  church  building  committees  in  their  quest 
for  any  size  building  fund.  The  church  that  prepares 
properly  to  raise  its  building  fund  generally  will  be 
successful.  This  booklet  tells  you  how  to  prepare. 

For  a  free  copy,  write  Church 
Fund-Raising  Services,  Inc.  at  the  address  below. 

Or  phone  toll-free  1-800-826-2048.  Your  copy 
will  be  mailed  the  same  day  your  request  is  received. 
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Phone  for  advice  regarding  your  building  fund  or  budget  fund-raising  plans. 

CHURCH  FUND-RAISING  SERVICES,  INC. 

2885  East  Aurora  Avenue  #17,  Boulder,  Colorado  80303 

1-800-826-2048 


How  would  you  revamp  the  NCC? 


m 

Partnership 
in  Missions 

/Ci*MC£ 

No  gift  too  small 

PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  FEBRUARY  24,  1989 

A.  P.  Shaw  UMC  grows  with  its  children 


UM  image  of  mission  board  ‘outdated’ 

Global  Ministries  chief  executive  explains  agency9 s  new  4 thrusts 9 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— Did  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  create 
its  new  mission  evangelism  committee  be¬ 
cause  of  pressure  from  the  unofficial  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists? 

"No,”  said  the  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nu¬ 
gent  Jr.,  the  official  mission  board’s 
chief  executive. 

He  spoke  last  week  to  38  regional  edi¬ 
tors  and  the  national  staff  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

At  the  group's  annual  meeting.  Dr.  Nu¬ 
gent  was  asked  if  the  official  mission¬ 
sending  agency  "cut  a  deal  with  the 
Mission  Society." 

Dr.  Nugent  answered,  "No  deals  have 
been  cut.  The  initiative  was  discussed  by 
the  board.  Some  people  think  the  board 
was  giving  in.  Some  people  felt  that 
[evangelism]  needed  to  be  emphasized.” 

Dr.  Nugent  told  the  journalists  that 
five  years  ago  the  Council  of  Bishops 
said  to  the  1984  General  Conference— the 
church’s  highest  policy  making  body— 


You  Are  Invited 


To  Join 
Jack  L.  Adams 
On  A 

Soviet  Union 
Tour 

June  16-  July  1 


For  information: 

The  Rev.  Jack  L.  Adams 
Salem-in-Ladue  United  Methodist  Church 
1200  S.  Lindbergh  Boulevard 
Saint  Louis,  Missouri  63131 
Telephone:  (314)  991-0546,  994-9169 


that  "the  mission  board  had  to  be  more 
evangelical  and  staff  had  to  be  more 
Wesleyan.” 

"That  wasn’t  easy  to  take,”  said  Dr.  Nu¬ 
gent.  So  he  worked  on  that  mandate  by  cre¬ 
ating  the  mission  evangelism  committee. 

“Look  folks,”  he  said  animatedly, 
“we’re  talking  about  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  We’re  talking  about  reconciliation. 
We’re  talking  about  the  agency  of  church 
that  has  the  task  of  moving  the  Gospel 
out  into  the  world.  We  need  to  be  very, 
very  sensitive  about  the  opportunities  of 
working  at  it  ourselves  within  our  board.” 

The  Mission  Society  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  “has  a  desire  to  evangelize,  and  they 
are  very  strong  about  it,”  he  acknowledged. 

"But  aren’t  we  all  talking  about  the 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel?"  he  said. 
“Aren’t  we  all  talking  about  what  God 


and  Jesus  Christ  has  done  in  our  lives? 
Why  not  evangelize?” 

On  another  note.  Dr.  Nugent  told  the 
group  that  reporters  had  focused  too  much 
on  the  debate  between  the  Mission  Society 
and  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  real  issue,  he  said,  is  for  everyone 
to  be  “open  to  the  Holy  Spirit." 

“I  think  the  issue  for  the  future  of  mis¬ 
sion  is  inclusiveness,”  Dr.  Nugent  said. 
“I’m  not  talking  about  racial  inclusive¬ 
ness.  I’m  talking  about  relating  to  our 
brothers  and  sisters.  As  the  head  of  the 
staff,  that  is  what  we're  trying  to  do. 
We  re  trying  to  be  open  to  the  indwelling 
of  the  Spirit. 

“Jesus  reached  out  and  included  those 
that  others  did  not  include,  and  we  have 
to  do  the  same.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Short-term  volunteers  ‘ good 9 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS — The  United  Methodist  mission 
board  wants  to  help  more  individual  church 
members  get  involved  in  mission  work. 

The  problem  is  that  most  church 
members  don’t  realize  that  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  really  wants 
to  help  with  United  Methodist  Volunteers 


You  Are 
Invited—  , 

NATIONAL  CAMPING 
METHODISTS,  INC. 

Invite  you  to  join  this  Christian  fam¬ 
ily  camping  organization. 

For  information,  call  or  write: 
National  Coordinator:  Lloyd  Shep¬ 
ard,  P.O.Box  247,  Lincoln,  MO  65338. 
(816) 547-2218. 


in  Mission  efforts,  said  the  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dolph  W.  Nugent  Jr. 

The  chief  executive  of  the  mission 
board  described  Volunteers  In  Mission  as 
“a  fast-growing,  hot  item’’  at  his  agency. 

Thousands  of  United  Methodists  spend 
spare  time  in  mission  throughout  the  de¬ 
nomination,  he  noted. 

"We  need  to  resource  it  to  keep  the 
spirits  of  the  people  high,"  Dr.  Nugent 
said  last  week  in  Dallas. 

“I  think  that  since  we’re  involved,  we 
need  to  be  able  to  service  it  better.” 

For  example.  Dr.  Nugent  said  many 
United  Methodists  don't  know  that  the 
mission  board’s  World  Program  Division 
has  the  responsibility  to  help  find  coun¬ 
tries  that  need  volunteers  in  mission. 

Also,  he  said,  the  mission  board  is 
committed  to  doing  a  better  job  of  get¬ 
ting  the  money  for  building  materials  to 
the  mission  sites  when  sent  in  advance 
by  work  teams. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


and  successful: 

"Here,  it’s  children  first,  adults  second, 
minister  last,"  he  explained,  adding  impish¬ 
ly,  “Most  places  just  have  it  backwards." 

The  soft-spoken,  69-year-old  pastor  has 
earned  the  right  to  make  such  judgments. 
Appointed  by  his  bishop  as  a  lay  minister, 
Mr.  Stevenson  is  A.  P.  Shaw’s  only  pastor 
since  its  founding  40  years  ago. 

Began  as  Sunday  school 

Even  the  church’s  origins  reflect  his 
youth-oriented  philosophy.  It  began  as  a 
Sunday  school  that  eventually  numbered  70 
children  who  met  in  the  Stevensons’  home. 

Today,  many  of  those  same  children 
are  leaders  of  the  nearly  1,600-member 
congregation.  Some  no  longer  live  in  the 
large  government  housing  projects  that 
surround  the  church  but  drive  long  dis¬ 
tances  to  be  part  of  A.  P.  Shaw  UMC’s 
active  Sunday  and  weekday  programs. 

As  a  result  of  such  loyalty  among  three 
generations  that  have  grown  up  under  Mr. 
Stevenson’s  leadership,  A.  P.  Shaw  UMC 
is  believed  to  be  the  fastest  growing 
United  Methodist  congregation  in  the 
church’s  12-state  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

The  church  receives  from  80  to  100 
new  members  each  year,  according  to 
membership  secretary  Claudette  Oliver. 
A  large  percentage  are  youths  or  parents 
who  have  come  to  church  initially  be¬ 
cause  of  their  children. 

The  fruits  of  the  congregation’s  “kids 
first"  approach  are  evident  in  more  than 


just  membership  statistics: 

•  A  thriving  Sunday  school  that  threat¬ 
ens  to  burst  the  seams  of  the  existing  fa¬ 
cilities. 

•  An  active  Scout  troop  that  plays  an 
ongoing  role  in  inviting  people  to  church 
by  distributing  “y’all  come”  leaflets  in 
the  neighborhood. 

•  A  church-owned  playground  open  to 
the  community  and  the  scene  of  constant 
activity  during  the  week. 

•  And,  most  astounding  of  all,  some  40 
people  who  have  gone  out  from  the  con¬ 
gregation  as  ministers,  eight  of  whom 
are  currently  active,  including  five  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ministers  serving  under  a 
bishop’s  appointment! 

Such  a  remarkable  record  suggests 
that,  although  people  may  start  out  as 
literal  "babes  in  the  faith”  at  A.  P.  Shaw 
UMC,  the  aim  is  to  produce  mature 
Christians  who  tithe  their  incomes  and 
actively  strive  to  lead  others  to  Christ. 

"Teach  everybody  to  be  a  leader,”  Mr. 
Stevenson  said.  "That’s  our  philosophy 
here.” 

"The  Church  Aflame’’  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically, 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  financial  obligations  and 
offering  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities.  To  nominate  a  church 
write  "Church  Aflame,"  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

WASHINGTON— The  swing’s  the  thing  at  A.  P.  Shaw  United  Methodist 
Church.  Above,  Shirley  E.  Fields  rises  to  clap  to  the  music.  Raymond 
Brown  is  seated  in  front  of  her.  Even  youngsters  like  the  little  girl  at  right 
get  into  the  spirit  of  the  worship  service.  Putting  children  first  has  made 
the  congregation  the  fastest-growing  in  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction. 


its  mission,”  said  Dr.  Nugent. 

Comprehensive  Plan  for  Mission— 
The  board  has  begun  to  focus  mission 
and  strategies  under  four  goals: 

1.  Witness  the  Gospel  for  initial  deci¬ 
sions  to  follow  Christ. 

2.  Strengthen,  develop  and  renew  Chris¬ 
tian  congregations  and  communities. 

3.  Alleviate  human  suffering 

4.  Seek  justice,  freedom  and  peace 

Dr.  Nugent  said  the  board’s  major  re¬ 
sources  "are  in  the  first  goal.” 

More  resources  to  support  new  mis¬ 
sionaries— He  told  the  journalists  that 
only  5,000  congregations  provide  mis¬ 
sionary  support  through  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church.  That  support  to-, 
tals  $5.9  million.  More  Advance  gifts  are 
especially  needed  to  support  nationals  in 
mission. 

He  challenged  his  audience  to  "tell  me 
when  we  have  had  enough  people  talking 
about  God  and  Jesus  Christ  in  your  com¬ 
munity.” 

Mission  Evangelism  Committee— 
That  committee’s  primary  responsibil¬ 
ity,  he  said,  will  be  to  look  at  the  entire 
board  and  see  evangelism  possibilities. 

“For  example,”  he  said,  “when  UM- 
COR  [United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief]  feeds  people,  you  don’t  ask 
‘Where  do  you  belong?’  before  you  feed 
them,  because  you  are  in  a  disaster.  But 
most  are  not  United  Methodists.  That  is 
one  possibility  for  evangelism.” 

Communications  with  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  local  United  Methodists— Dr. 
Nugent  said  a  mission  board  public  rela¬ 
tions  office  and  an  office  of  conference 
relationships  will  bring  local  churches 
closer  to  the  board. 

“The  point  is  that  it’s  a  shift  in  the  way 
we  relate  to  people  because  we  recog¬ 
nize  that  we  are  a  service  organization,” 
he  said.  “Some  people  say  the  board  [of 
Global  Ministries]  doesn’t  care.  We  do.” 


Paralyzed  gain  new  life 
through  therapy  center 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— It’s  a  typical  Sunday 
morning  worship  service  at  A.  P.  Shaw 
United  Methodist  Church. 

A  pretty,  3-year-old  girl  wearing  a 
scarlet  dress  sits  on  her  mother’s  knee. 

Looking  for  all  the  world  like  a  minia¬ 
ture  version  of  rock  music  star  Whitney 
Houston,  the  girl  claps  her  hands  and 
sways  in  rhythm  to  a  pul -  ling  gospel 
song  that  has  moved  older  worshipers  to 
dance  in  the  aisles. 


The  sanctuary  positively  vibrates  with 
spiritual  energy.  And  the  glow  on  the 
face  of  little  "Whitney”— and  countless 
other  children  like  her,  older  and  youn¬ 
ger— tells  the  story: 

A.  P.  Shaw  UMC  is  "where  it’s  at”  for 
kids— and  growing  numbers  of  their  par¬ 
ents— who  live  in  this  predominantly 
black  neighborhood  on  the  southeastern 
edge  of  the  nation’s  capital. 

Children  are  ‘heart  of  church’ 

“The  children  are  the  heart  of  this 
church,”  said  A.  P.  Shaw’s  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Everett  W.  Stevenson  Sr. 

After  all,  Mr.  Stevenson  said,  “Didn’t 
Jesus  begin  his  preaching  by  bidding  lit¬ 
tle  children  come  to  Him?” 

He  went  on  to  say  that  the  church  tries 
to  be  flexible  and  meet  the  needs  of  a 
broad  segment  of  people.  That  includes 
permitting  a  wide  range  of  expression  dur¬ 
ing  worship  services,  even  the  occasional 
use  of  electronic  keyboards  to  add  a  con¬ 
temporary  feel  to  the  worship  experience. 

Mr.  Stevenson  said  that  a  growing 
problem  with  drug  use  among  young 
people  in  the  area  also  motivates  the 
church  to  pitch  its  worship  and  outreach 
toward  the  younger  generation. 

"Better  to  attract  kids  here  with  their 
own  music  where  we  can  control  things 
than  to  let  them  drift  off  to  places  where 
we  can’t  control  them,”  he  said. 

The  result  is  an  approach  to  church 
life  that  is  disarmingly  specific,  simple 


A  deal  on  mission  evangelism?  ‘No!’ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Life  became  a  "slow  wait  for  death  as 
the  paralyzed  men  and  women  became  a 
liability  for  their  families”  in  Bangla¬ 
desh,  said  Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

That’s  why  the  Center  for  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  of  the  Paralyzed  has  become  so  im¬ 
portant  to  people  living  in  the  capital 
city  of  Dhaka,  she  said. 

The  20-year-old  agency  providing  re¬ 
habilitation  for  disabled  people  is  a  proj¬ 
ect  of  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church— the  United  Methodist  program 
of  designated  second-mile  giving. 

Dr.  Kehrberg  saw  the  work  of  the  cen¬ 
ter  during  a  trip  to  flood-ravaged  areas 
of  Bangladesh  last  November. 

High  water  in  the  Southeast  Asian  coun¬ 
try  made  survival  doubtful  for  people  al¬ 
ready  physically  handicapped,  she  said. 

“From  the  first  day  the  men  and  wom¬ 
en  receive  the  life-saving  therapy  needed 
for  their  paralyzed  limbs,  they  begin  to 
understand  that  the  center  is  only  a  stop¬ 
ping  place,”  Dr.  Kehrberg  said.  “It  is  not 
to  be  their  home  forever.  They  are  en¬ 
abled  to  find  a  way  to  survive  in  their 
own  environment  away  from  the  center. 

"I  thought  I  might  have  to  explain  that 
UMCOR  might  not  be  able  to  continue  to 
provide  financial  gifts  to  the  center, 
since  the  needs  are  becoming  so  exten¬ 
sive  in  other  parts  of  Bangladesh. 

"However,  after  20  hiinutes  in  the  cen¬ 
ter,  it  was  immediately  apparent  that 
this  was  one  of  the  best  examples  of  a 
program  in  Bangladesh  that  enabled 
men  and  women  to  make  it  on  their  own 
and  to  become  self-sufficient  again.” 

Once  the  men  and  women  learn  new 
skills,  they  are  able  to  return  to  their 
families  and  communities  with  renewed 
self  esteem,  she  said. 

Many  become  able  to  provide  for 
themselves  and  their  families  through 
small  industries  such  as  dying  cloth, 
making  toys  for  children,  repairing  radi¬ 
os  or  other  skills  learned  in  the  center. 

“This  UMCOR-supported  program  is 


Despite  major  changes  in  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  over  the  past  five  years,  local 
United  Methodists  still  have  the  image  of 
the  board  they  saw  in  the  1970s,  he  said. 

Dr.  Nugent  was  speaking  to  the  annual 
training  event  for  editors  of  the  38  re¬ 
gional  editions  of  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  and  United  Methodist  Review. 

He  told  the  journalists  that  in  1984, 
when  the  mission  board  was  restruc¬ 
tured,  his  priority  was  for  the  agency  to 
“remain  faithful  to  the  Gospel  and  to  be 
on  the  cutting  edge  of  mission.” 

He  said  changes  have  been  made  with¬ 
in  the  Global  Ministries  board  in  these 
areas: 

Personnel— “We  have  worked  assidu¬ 
ously  to  secure  staff  representatives  from 
all  over  the  world”  to  represent  the  global 
church.  Dr.  Nugent  said. 

Mission  Personnel  Resources  Pro¬ 
gram  Department— That  department 
was  created  specifically  to  recruit  peo¬ 
ple  who  want  to  go  into  mission. 

“Local  churches  must  understand  that 
the  board  can  only  place  applicants  where 
their  skills  can  be  used  and  only  where 
they  are  requested,”  said  Dr.  Nugent 

Short-term  Volunteers  in  Mission — 
"We  have  lifted  that  one  high”  on  the 
board’s  priority  list,  said  the  mission 
board  executive. 

Mission  Resource  Center— A  new  cen¬ 
ter  in  Atlanta  will  be  the  training  ground 
for  people  entering  the  mission  field.  It 
will  also  be  a  place  where  people  who 
have  been  in  mission  can  relate  their  ex¬ 
periences  to  United  Methodists. 

Mission  Theology  Statement— During 
the  past  five  years,  the  board  has  adopt¬ 
ed  one  theology  statement  that  “informs 
the  way  in  which  the  board  will  approach 
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By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Many  United  Methodists 
have  an  outdated  image  of  the  church’s 
official  mission  board. 


The  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nugent  Jr.,  the 
agency’s  chief  executive,  delivered  that 
message  last  week,  adding  “I’ve  come  to 
you  to  tell  you  that  new  thrusts  of  the 
board  merit  a  new  image.” 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

DALLAS— Changing  approaches  to  mission  work  should  prompt  United 
Methodists  to  look  at  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  differently, 
says  the  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nugent  Jr.  The  chief  executive  of  the  mission 
board  makes  that  point  during  his  speech  to  the  annual  training  session  of 
editors  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


providing  skills  and  services  found  no 
where  else  in  Dhaka,”  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 
“United  Methodist  support  is  needed  for 
the  center  to  survive.” 

Gifts  to  support  the  Center  for  Reha¬ 
bilitation  of  the  Paralyzed  can  be  made 
via  annual  conference  treasurers  and 
designated  for  Advance  No.  202790-7. 


PHOTO  BY  NORMA  KEHRBERG 

DHAKA,  Bangladesh  — A  thera¬ 
pist  at  the  Center  tor  the  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  of  the  Paralyzed  assists  a 
patient.  The  center  helps  men  and 
women  “make  it  on  their  own” 
through  physical  and  job  training. 
United  Methodists  support  this  with 
gifts  to  the  Advance— the  church’s 
second-mile  giving  program. 


CLASSIFIED 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  SOUGHT  for  Indianap¬ 
olis  Metro  Ministries,  clergy  or  layperson.  Super¬ 
vise  United  Methodist  multi-district  urban  mission 
program.  Job  description/ salary  information  on 
request.  Contact:  Rev.  Charles  Myers,  3520  E.  96th 
St..  Suite  1-L,  Indianapolis,  IN  46240.  (317)  848-3630. 


DIRECTOR  MANAGER  NEEDED  FOR  Camp  Mi¬ 
ami  and  Retreat  Center  in  southwest  Ohio.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  United  Methodist  Camps,  471  E.  Broad  St., 
Suite  1106,  Columbus,  OH  43215,  prior  to  March  6. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT  for 
church  of  1800  members  Job  description  available. 
Salary  $18,000,  negotiable,  depending  on  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resumes  to:  Search  Committee,  FUMC, 
201  John  Wesley  Blvd..  Bossier  City,  LA  71112. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  P.O.  Box 
1515,  Enterprise,  AL  36331  accepting  applications 
for  full-time  Director  of  Programs.  Apply  to  above 
address. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  EDITORIAL  Director, 
Abingdon  Press.  Protestant  book  and  church  re¬ 
sources  publisher  seeking  highly  motivated  individ¬ 
ual  to  direct  editorial  staff  in  planning,  acquisitions, 
and  manuscript  development  Applicant  must  have 
training  and/or  experience  in  applying  manage¬ 
ment  and  communications  skills,  as  well  as  knowl¬ 
edge  and  appreciation  of  the  contributions  of 
religious  publishing  to  scholarship  and  Christian 
ministry  Send  resume  to:  Employment  Office,  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  201  Eighth  Av¬ 
enue.  South,  Nashville,  TN  37202.  An  Affirmative 
Action/ Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  M/F/H/V. 


SUMMER  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  IS  BEING  sought 
for  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Rosenberg, 
Texas.  Applicant  must  be  20  years  or  older  with 
experience  and  references.  Salary  will  be  $1,500 
plus  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  William  Newcomb,  1122 
4th  Street,  Rosenberg.TX  77471 . 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  posi¬ 
tion  available  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Odessa.  Texas.  Our  church  of  2000  +  members  is 
seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  to  compliment  a  staff  including  a  Director  of 
Music.  Director  of  Youth  Ministry.  Associate  Pas¬ 
tor  and  Pastor.  Creative  leadership  is  encouraged. 
Education  program  is  strong.  We  desire  a  director 
with  experience  Address  resumes  to:  Rev.  Charles 
N  Crutchfield.  First  UMC,  415  N  Lee.  Odessa.  TX 
79761.  Telephone:  (915)  337-1527. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  DIRECTOR  OF  Chil¬ 

dren's  Ministries.  Training  and  experience  in 
Christian  education  required.  Send  resume  and  ref¬ 
erences  by  March  10  to:  Dr  Kent  Millard,  Senior 
Pastor.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  401  S. 
Spring  Ave..  Sioux  Falls.  SD  57104.  


WANTED.  JULY  1.  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education  for  large  suburban  church  with  respon¬ 
sibilities  for  children,  adults  and  family  minis¬ 
tries.  Desire  a  director  with  experience  and 
professional  degree.  Write,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  1032  Maple.  Downers  Grove,  IL  60515, 
or  call  (312)968-7120  for  job  description. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  for  growing  1500-member  church.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resume  to:  David  Landers.  Heritage 
United  Methodist  Church,  2680  Landmark  Drive, 
Clearwater,  FL  34621. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE.  PART-TIME  Organist. 
1200-member  church.  Duties:  one  choir  rehearsal, 
one  Sunday  service  weekly.  Send  resume  to:  Greg¬ 
ory  Norton,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1401 
Spruce  Street,  Boulder,  CO  80302. 


UNIVERSITY  UMC  HAS  OPENING  FOR  Asso¬ 
ciate  Pastor.  $25,000  package  (includes  housing)  in 
May-June.  Contact:  Rev  Vannoy  at  2409  Guada¬ 
lupe,  Austin.  TX  78705.  (512)  478-9382. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES  in 
large,  downtown  church  with  established,  growing 
ministry  with  children  and  families.  Send  resume 
to:  Reverend  Bob  Bushong,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  142  East  Jackson  Street,  Orlando,  FL  32801. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH  Ministry 
staff  positions  open  immediately  in  a  rapidly 
growing,  creative,  10-year-old  congregation.  Send 
resume.  Rev  James  A.  Hamish,  St.  Luke's  United 
Methodist  Church,  4851  S.  Apopka-Vineland  Rd., 
Orlando.  FL  32819. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  4300- 
member  church.  Responsibility  overseeing  all  of 
youth  ministries.  Salary  and  benefits  are  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume  or  contact:  Dr  Kenneth  R.  Reed, 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  10230  Molly- 
lea  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815.  (504)  924-6269. 


TOUR  CHINA  WITH  IWETA  McINTOSH,  JIM  and 
Ellen  Palmer  in  November  1989.  Meet  Chinese 
church  leaders.  Write  for  reservation  brochure: 
2214  Tenth  Street,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  76309. 


VIENNA.  SUMMER  1989.  “MUSIC  FOR  THE  Heart 
and  Soul."  Nine-day  tour  with  three  optional  exten¬ 
sions.  $1,398  from  New  York,  $1,538  from  Chicago; 
$1,648  from  Los  Angeles.  Rev.  J.  Wesley  Neal,  1634 
McQueen  Crescent,  Prescott.  AZ  86303.  (602)  778-4071. 


FOR  SALE.  MARTHA'S  VINEYARD.  Furnished  2 
bedroom  summer  cottage  in  historic  Oak  Bluffs 
Campground.  Excellent  condition.  Nice  neighbors. 
$129,500.  Call  (201)  377-2166.  , 


WANTED:  DONATION  OF  HANDBELLS  to  Mis¬ 
sion  Church,  United  Methodist  Church  of  Sitka,  303 
Kimsham,  Sitka,  Alaska  99835.  Also  an  approved 
advance  special  #931779-3  to  help  pay  for  a  new 
sanctuary 


TRAINING  IN  SPIRITUAL  DIRECTION  (a  phycho- 
synthesis  approach).  Opportunities  to  experience  and 
begin  training  in  this  unique  and  creative  educative 
process  being  offered  as  follows:  One-week  inten- 
sives:  June  11-16  in  Leavenworth,  KS;  June  25-30  in 
Winslow,  ME.  Two-week  intensives:  July  16-28  in 
Boerne,  TX;  July  30-  August  11  in  Maryknoll,  NY. 
For  more  information/registration  materials  write 
or  telephone:  Dr.  Harold  Edwards  (Rel.D.  STC, 
Garemont),  9305  Glenlake  Drive,  Austin,  TX  78730. 
Home:  (512)  338-4533.  Office  (512)  454-7679 


CHURCHWORKS  WITH  CLERGY/TAX-88 
church  management  application  templates  for 
IBM  and  Apple  II  compatible  computers  (and  oth¬ 
ers).  $40.00  Ppd.  Templates  work  with 
AlphaWorks,  Appleworks,  DoReMe,  Eight-In-One, 
First  Choice,  Microsoft  Works,  PC  Quintet,  etc. 
ChurchWorks  includes:  attendance;  contributions, 
budgeting  and  accounting;  planning,  goal  setting, 
and  evaluation;  committee  work;  music  and  wor¬ 
ship,  church  school,  and  more.  Clergy/Tax-88  is 
designed  especially  to  help  clergy  with  1988  tax  re¬ 
turns.  Send  for  details:  Software  Sharing  Minis- 
tries,  P.O.  Box  657,  Sitka,  AK  99835. 


VISITING  ENGLAND?  CHRISTIAN  COUPLE  in¬ 
vites  guests.  Comfortable  warm  home  in  Robin  Hood 
country  Nottinghamshire.  We  offer  help  and  advice 
and  will  meet  you  at  airport.  Bed  and  breakfast  10 
pounds.  Details.  Ken  Hawkins,  12  Camboume  Gar- 
dens,  Ravenshead.  Nottingham.  England 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun.  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067,  627-9507. 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981 


'  COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock¬ 
ies".  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 
family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/ resource  staff 
and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt.  Box  38,  Woodland 
Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  St  STAY  at  Kel¬ 
ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or  more), 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned  lodging,  swim¬ 
ming.  $8  tickets.  New  grilled  burger  cookout,  and 
breakfast  All  for  $23  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROFESSIONAL  HUMAN  Re¬ 
sources.  The  North  Indiana  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  person  for  the  devel¬ 
opment  and  support  of  professional  human  re¬ 
sources.  Applicants  should  demonstrate  a  high  level 
of  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  and  the  ministries  of 
the  Church.  Experience  and  participation  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  highly  desirable  Experi¬ 
ence  in  human  resource  development,  supervision, 
training  and  evaluation  of  personnel  is  required  Ex¬ 
pertise  in  continuing  education  program  develop¬ 
ment  and  personnel  record  keeping  is  essential. 
Good  personal  health  and  freedom  to  travel  exten¬ 
sively  by  auto  throughout  North  Indiana  is  expected 
Office  facilities  in  Marion,  Indiana.  References  re¬ 
quired.  Contact:  Mary  Hargarten,  54809  County  Road 
17  South,  Elkhart,  IN  46516,  (219)  522-3616. 
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‘Palestinians  are  cockroaches’ 

Deported  Christian  dissident  decries  Israeli  treatment  of  Palestinians 


By  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER— The  Holocaust  was  terrible, 
but  so  is  the  displacement  of  Palestinians. 

That  was  the  assertion  of  keynote 
speaker  Mubarak  Awad  at  the  recent  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  Week  of  Graduate  Lec¬ 
tures  and  Rocky  Mountain  Pastors’  School 
in  Denver,  attended  by  567  ministers,  sem¬ 
inarians  and  laity  in  Denver. 

Mr.  Awad  urged  that  U.S.  sympathies 
encompass  both  those  who  suffered  from 
the  Holocaust  and  those  who  lost  their 
homes  when  the  state  of  Israel  was 
formed  in  1948. 

Mr.  Awad  is  a  Palestinian  Greek  Or¬ 
thodox  Christian  who  was  deported  from 
Israel  last  June  for  encouraging  civil  dis¬ 
obedience  among  his  people. 

He  said  the  United  States  could  pres¬ 
sure  Israel  into  agreeing  to  a  Palestinian 
homeland  on  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza. 

A  long-time  friend  of  Iliff  President 
Donald  Messer,  who  first  visited  Mr. 
Awad’s  family  in  Jerusalem  in  1961,  Mr. 
Awad  founded  the  Palestinian  Center  for 
the  Study  of  Non-violence  there. 

Admits  aiding  uprising 

He  admits  devising  tactics  for  the  intifa- 
dah — Palestinian  uprising — against  Israeli 
occupation  of  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza. 
The  uprising  began  14  months  ago  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  “The  Christian  Science  Moni¬ 
tor,”  has  resulted  in  29,000  Palestinians 
placed  under  arrest,  including  Mr.  Awad 
for  a  time;  340  killed;  and  7,000  wounded. 

At  the  end  of  January,  5,600  remained  in 
detention,  and  civil  disobedience  continued, 
despite  declaration  of  a  Palestinian  state 
last  November,  because  of  Israeli  Defense 
Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin’s  denouncement  of 
the  intifadah  itself  as  a  form  of  terrorism 
and  because  in  December  Israeli  soldiers 
killed  eight  mourners  and  wounded  40  dur¬ 
ing  a  Palestinian  funeral. 

For  his  part  in  the  unrest,  Mr.  Awad 
was  summarily  deported  from  Israel 
last  June,  despite  international  protest. 

Since  June,  Mr.  Awad  has  been  based 
in  Washington,  traveling  extensively, 
lecturing  on  the  need  for  a  Palestinian 
homeland,  and  advising  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Jackson  on  Middle  East  issues. 

At  Iliff,  Mr.  Awad  spoke  of  a  Palestin¬ 
ian  people  united  behind  one  cause: 


MUBARAK  AWAD 

.  .  .  foments  uprisings  among  Palestinians 


achieving  peace  with  Israel. 

Peace  will  come,  he  said,  when  Israel 
withdraws  its  forces  from  the  disputed 
territories,  when  Palestinians  accept  the 
state  of  Israel,  when  Israelis  compensate 
the  Palestinians  for  the  land  taken  to 
form  the  state  of  Israel  in  1948,  when 
there  is  an  end  to  Palestinian  “refugees” 
and  “refugee  camps”  become  cities, 
when  Israeli  and  Palestinian  flags  fly 
over  Jerusalem,  and  when  Palestinians 
are  allowed  to  form  their  own  state  on 
the  West  Bank  and  Gaza. 

All  this  is  possible,  he  said,  by  1995. 

But  the  Palestinians  need  help.  U.S. 
church  people,  he  said,  can  the  Pal¬ 


estinian  homeland  dialogue  alive  in  their 
churches  and  forums. 

The  Bush  administration,  he  said, 
could  reject  the  Israeli  suggestion  that 
elections  be  held  in  the  disputed  territo¬ 
ries  and  urge  instead  a  “two-state  solu¬ 
tion,"  creation  of  a  Palestinian  state. 

The  United  States  could  use  financial 
leverage  to  persuade  Israel  to  accept  two 
states,  although  at  present,  Mr.  Awad 
said,  “The  U.S.  does  not  have  the  guts  to 
tell  Israel,  ‘This  settlement  is  illegal; 
we'll  not  give  you  another  penny.’  ” 

The  United  States  could  also  pressure 
the  Israelis  to  accept  a  peace  confer¬ 
ence,  he  said.  But  he  admitted  that  he 


Young  Israeli  immigrants  endure 
fear  of  never  seeing  parents  again 


By  ELLY  SINCLAIR 
Religious  News  Service 

JERUSALEM— Eighteen-year-old 
Dror  Sabhu,  an  Ethiopian  Jewish  lrrtmi- 
grant  and  a  draftee  into  the  Israeli 
army,  lives  in  fear  that  he  will  never  see 
his  parents  again. 

“I  cried  a  lot,”  Mr.  Sabhu  said.  “I  was 
distraught,  and  I  couldn’t  concentrate  on 
my  studies.” 

"I’m  afraid  all  the  time  that  some¬ 
thing  will  happen  to  me  and  my  parents 
will  never  see  me  again.” 

Mr.  Sabhu’s  case  is  not  unusual.  He  is 
just  one  of  the  1,800  Ethiopian  Jewish 
children,  now  between  10  and  18,  who  ar¬ 
rived  alone  in  Israel  during  the  early 
1980s  from  famine-stricken  Sudan  in 
"Operation  Moses.” 

While  saved  from  famine,  they  now 
feel  they  are  forgotten  elements  in  the 
dealings  between  Israel  and  Ethopia. 

Many,  despairing  of  seeing  their  home¬ 
land  or  relatives  again,  have  begun  to 
starve  themselves  or  are  committing 
suicide  outright,  according  to  sources  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  refugees. 

The  youngsters,  along  with  thousands 


of  other  Ethiopian  immigrants,  now  say 
they  won’t  be  silent  any  more. 

Meanwhile^  an  estimated  20,000  Jews 
remain  in  Ethiopia',  persecuted  and 
hungry,  a'fid  relatives  say  the  situation  is 
worsening. 

According  to  Mesfin  Ambaw,  coordina¬ 
tor  of  the  Ethiopian  Immigrants  Society, 
13  Jews  have  been  killed  by  local  Ethiopi¬ 
ans  over  the  past  few  months,  and  another 
500  are  imprisoned  by  the  government  for 
attempting  to  escape  to  Israel. 

Of  the  250  people  previously  released 
from  jail,  Mr.  Ambaw  said,  “Those  who 
were  freed  found  that  their  houses  and 
their  possessions  had  been  taken  by  their 
Christian  neighbors  and  now  they  have 
nothing.” 

Trickle  continues 

Ethiopian  Jews  still  trickle  into  Israel, 
but  Ethiopian  community  leaders  say  Is¬ 
rael’s  government  is  more  interested  in 
renewing  diplomatic  relations  with  Ethi¬ 
opia,  broken  off  after  the  1973  Yom  Kip- 
pur  War,  than  saving  their  families. 

"The  government  of  Israel  is  trying  to 
cultivate  relations  with  Ethiopia  and 


Armenian  group  pleads  for  Bibles 


From  News  Network  International 
AMSTERDAM,  Netherlands— The 
United  Bible  Societies  has  received  a  re¬ 
quest  for  New  Testaments  from  Baptist 
congregations  in  earthquake-stricken 
Armenia. 

"Many  people  lost  their  relatives,”  said 
Armenian  Baptists  in  a  letter  released  by 
the  Stuttgart-based  German  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety.  “They  need  consolation;  they  need  the 
Gospel.”  The  request  was  for  10,000  Bi¬ 


bles  in  the  Armenian  language. 

In  a  related  matter,  the  Dutch  Catho¬ 
lic  daily  newspaper  “Katholiek  Nieuwsb- 
land”  recently  reported  that  a  French 
ecumenical  community  in  Taize  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  send  1  million  New  Testaments 
to  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church. 

Although  official  permission  for  the 
shipment  has  not  yet  been  granted,  the 
community  has  optimistically  begun 
printing  the  consignment. 


UM  ‘heterosexism’  targeted 
by  social-action  federation 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Combating  “heterosexism”  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  will  be  a 
priority  for  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action. 

That’s  the  word  from  the  Rev. 
George  D.  McClain,  director  of  the 
unofficial  82-year-old  organization. 
He  defined  “heterosexism”  as  the 
"oppression  of  the  homosexual  minor¬ 
ity  by  the  heterosexual  majority.” 

Although  “homophobia”— an  obses¬ 
sive  fear  of  homosexuality— has  be¬ 
come  a  “buzz  word”  in  church  circles, 
Mr.  McClain  said,  his  group  prefers  to 
use  “heterosexism,”  which  he  said 
“refers  to  a  system  that  is  oppressive 
rather  than  an  attitude.” 

The  decision  to  concentrate  on  “he¬ 
terosexism”  during  the  next  four-year 
cycle  in  the  denomination’s  life  (1989- 
92  quadrennium)  was  made  by  the 
federation’s  executive  committee  in 


“  ‘Heterosexism’ 
refers  to  a  system 
that  is  oppressive 
rather  than  an 
attitude.” 

— George  McClain 

Miami  last  month,  said  Mr.  McClain. 

Federation  leaders  named  the  Rev. 
Alice  M.  Knotts,  a  doctoral  candidate 
at  Iliff  Theological  Seminary  in  Den¬ 
ver,  as  their  observer  at  meetings  of 
the  church’s  Committee  to  Study  Ho¬ 
mosexuality  during  the  quadrennium. 

In  other  action,  the  federation’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee: 

•  Declared  support  for  Palestinians 
struggling  for  a  homeland  and  voted 
to  "adopt”  an  Israeli  reservist  who 


chooses  to  go  to  jail  rather  than  serve 
in  the  occupied  areas  of  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  Strip.  The  group  is  to 
pay  the  reservist  a  $450  stipend  re¬ 
voked  by  the  Israeli  army. 

•Decided  to  monitor  investments 
at  all  levels  of  the  church  in  relation¬ 
ship  to  South  Africa,  defense  expendi¬ 
tures,  employment  opportunities, 
environmental  concerns  and  a  wide  of 
range  of  other  concerns. 

•  Prepared  model  resolutions  for 
proposed  adoption  by  the  church’s  an¬ 
nual  conferences  advocating  boycotts 
of  Shell  Oil  Co.  and  General  Electric 
and  urging  United  Methodist  support 
for  employees  at  S.  Lichtenberg  &  Co. 
textile  plants  in  Louisville,  Ga.,  and 
Waynesboro,  Ga. 

Regarding  the  latter  topic,  Mr. 
McClain  said  plant  management  isn’t 
dealing  fairly  with  union  representa¬ 
tives  for  the  textile  workers— most  of 
whom  are  black  women. 


has  limited  hope  for  change  in  U.S.  con¬ 
gressional  policy  because  of  the  strength 
of  the  U.S.  pro-Israel  lobby  and  because 
of  this  country’s  strong  sentiment  re¬ 
garding  the  events  leading  up  to  the  1948 
creation  of  Israel,  the  Holocaust. 

Yet  Mr.  Awad  made  a  strong  case,  at 
Iliff,  that  the  Palestinians  have  under¬ 
gone  their  own  horrors. 

"We  read  books  about  how  nice  it  is  to 
have  your  own  flag,  your  own  president,” 
he  said.  “People  under  occupation  look 
at  each  other  and  say,  ‘Why  can’t  we 
have  our  own  flag?’  and  the  answer 
comes,  ‘Because  you  are  Palestinian.’ 

Palestinians  are  ‘cockroaches’ 

"Palestinians  are  cockroaches.  Pales¬ 
tinians  don’t  have  intelligence.  When  15 
Palestinians  die,  they  don’t  print  their 
names  in  the  paper  because  Palestinians 
are  not  important.  But  when  an  Israeli 
dies,  the  whole  world  sees  the  grieving 
Israeli  mother.  We  ask  ‘Why?  What  is  the 
difference  between  the  Israeli  mother 
and  the  Palestinian  mother?’ 

"When  you  are  under  occupation,  you 
see  the  Arabs  leaving  you  alone,  the 
whole  world  community  leaving  you 
alone,  and  so  you  have  to  take  matters 
into  your  own  hands.” 

He  said  that  is  why  he  has  encouraged 
his  people  to  engage  in  nonviolent  resis¬ 
tance  against  the  Israelis. 

Through  speeches  and  writing  he  has 
suggested  that  the  Palestinian  refugees 
living  in  Israel  refuse  to  pay  taxes,  boy¬ 
cott  Israeli-made  products,  resign  from 
government  jobs  and  ignore  communi¬ 
cations  written  in  Hebrew. 

He  also  sees  value  in  such  civil  disrup¬ 
tions  as  strikes,  burning  tires  and  block¬ 
ing  roads. 

These  tactics  are  more  subdued  than 
those  formerly  employed  by  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  Liberation  Organization,  which 
until  recently  was  regarded  as  a  terror¬ 
ist  organization.  Despite  its  bloody  past, 
however,  the  PLO  has  the  support  of  the 
Palestinian  people,  he  said,  and  he  per¬ 
sonally  consults  with  PLO  leader  Yasser 
Arafat,  sometimes  by  phone  three  or 
four  times  daily. 

Ms.  Healy  is  a  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  and  a  free-lance  writer  in  Gold¬ 
en,  Colo. 


Books,  TV  shows  cited 
as  evidence  of  peoples’ 
‘positive  difference’ 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Joan  Ganz  Cooney, 
founder  of  the  Children’s  Television  Work¬ 
shop  and  creator  of  such  acclaimed  pro¬ 
grams  as  "Sesame  Street,”  “3-2-1  Contact” 
and  “Square  One  TV,”  is  being  honored  by 
The  Christophers  for  “outstanding  service 
to  children  around  the  world.” 

She  was  to  receive  the  movement’s 
James  Keller  award  Feb.  23  at  a  cere¬ 
mony  that  will  honor  about  70  producers, 
writers  and  directors  of  books,  films  and 
television  specials  “affirming  the  highest 
values  of  the  human  spirit.” 

Father  Keller  was  the  Maryknoll 
priest  who  founded  The  Christophers  in 
1945.  The  organization  uses  print,  radio 
and  television  to  spread  the  message 
that  individuals  can  make  a  positive  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  world. 

Among  books  being  honored  by  The 
Christophers  this  year  are: 

•  “Alicia:  My  Story,”  by  Alicia  Apple- 
man-Jurman  (Bantam  Books).  Now  an 
American,  the  author  recalls  the  harrow¬ 
ing  details  of  her  life  as  a  young  Jewish 
girl  in  Nazi-occupied  Poland. 

•  “Fear  No  Evil,”  by  Natan  Sharansky 
(Random  House).  Mr.  Sharansky’s  own 
story  of  his  nine-year  struggle  to  keep 
from  surrendering  to  Soviet  persecution 
while  imprisoned. 

•  "Grey  is  the  Color  of  Hope,”  by  Irina 
Ratushinskaya,  translated  by  Alyona  Ko- 
jevnikov  (Alfred  A.  Knopf).  The  author,  a 
noted  Christian  poet  who  emigrated 
from  the  Soviet  Union,  tells  how  a  small 
group  of  women  political  prisoners  in  a 
labor  camp  created  a  community  that 
enabled  them  to  survive. 

•  “Murdered  in  Central  America:  The 
Stories  of  Eleven  U.S.  Missionaries,"  by 
Donna  Whitson  Brett  and  Edward  T. 
Brett  (Orbis  Books).  Accounts  of  the  lives 
and  deaths  of  11  Americans  who  worked 
with  the  poor  in  Central  America. 

•  “With  All  Our  Heart  &  Mind:  The 
Spiritual  Works  of  Mercy  in  a  Psycholog¬ 
ical  Age,”  by  Sidney  Callahan  (Cross¬ 
road).  An  original  analysis  of  how  the 


asks  us  to  lower  our  profile  and  keep  qui¬ 
et,”  Mr.  Ambaw  said. 

“But  we  won’t  rest,  nor  will  we  keep 
quiet,  and  we  will  go  on  an  all-out  fight 
for  our  brothers.  There  is  room  to  mobi¬ 
lize  public  pressure  in  Israel  and  the 
world  on  the  Ethiopian  government  like 
they  do  for  Soviet  Jewry.” 

The  separation  is  especially  distress¬ 
ing  to  the  children. 

As  a  result  of  the  strain  of  not  knowing 
if  they  will  see  their  parents  again,  many 
of  the  youths,  pyschologists  say,  are 
starving  themselves,  and  cases  of  suicide 
are  not  infrequent  among  members  of 
the  community. 

Will  nothing  change? 

"The  children  are  starting  to  believe 
that  nothing  will  ever  change,”  said  Dr. 
Chaim  Peri,  director  of  the  Yemin  Orde 
Youth  Village. 

“They  don’t  believe  that  we  will  help 
them  to  bring  out  their  parents  or  their 
brothers  and  sisters.  The  chances  for  us 
to  help  them  (the  children)  diminish  as 
they  believe  less  and  less.” 

But  Israeli  officials  say  they  are  doing 
everything  possible  to  help. 

“The  state  is  doing  everything  possible 
in  order  to  save  Ethiopian  Jewry,”  said 
Uri  Gordon,  head  of  Jewish  Agency’s  Ab¬ 
sorption  and  Immigration  Department. 
“The  less  we  say  about  it,  the  better.” 

But  his  position  is  no  consolation  for 
the  waiting  children. 

“What  could  I  do?”  Ricki  Molo  said. 
“Seven  years,  from  age  13, 1  was  alone.  I 
waited  for  my  family,  and  I  cried  a  lot. 
The  feeling  that  I  am  here  in  a  good 
place  and  they  are  suffering  is  eating  me 
up  from  inside.” 


PHOTO  COURTESY  MEMPHIS  CONFERENCE  REPORTER 


Whipping  up  quilts  for  Jamaica 

CORINTH,  Tenn.— Delbert  Partin  and  Judy  Bowers  are  two  members  of 
Corintb  United  Metbodist  Church  (Memphis  Annual  Conference)  who  gath¬ 
ered  at  the  church  to  make  quilts  for  Jamaicans.  The  104-member  church 
collected  40  blankets  and  quilts,  800  pounds  of  food  and  boxes  of  toys,  cloth¬ 
ing  and  Sunday  school  material. 

Dear  Deborah 

Do  neighbor  baby’s  cries  signal  abuse? 


The  Christophers  use 
print,  radio  and  TV  to 
spread  the  message  that 
individuals  can  make  a 
positive  difference  in 
the  world. 

traditional  spiritual  works  of  mercy  can 
be  practiced  so  they  are  contemporary 
expressions  of  love. 

Television  specials  receiving  Christo¬ 
pher  awards  included  the  following: 

•  “The  Attic:  The  Hiding  of  Anne 
Frank”  (CBS).  The  story  of  Miep  and  Jan 
Gies,  who  risked  their  lives  to  hide  the 
Frank  family  during  the  Nazi  occupation 
of  Poland.  (Miep  Gies'  book,  “Anne 
Frank  Remembered,”  received  a  Chris¬ 
topher  award  last  year.) 

•  "Evil  in  Clear  River”  (ABC).  Drama 
built  around  a  mother’s  efforts  to  stop  a 
teacher  who  is  using  a  Canadian  class¬ 
room  as  a  platform  for  anti-Semitism. 

•  “The  Murder  of  Mary  Phagan’’ 
(NBC).  Five-hour  miniseries  dealing  with 
anti-Semitism  and  bigotry  as  it  surfaced  in 
1913  in  events  surrounding  the  trial  of  Leo 
Frank,  a  northern  Jew  falsely  accused  of 
the  murder  of  a  13-year-old  worker  in  the 
Atlanta  factory  he  managed. 

History  of  Hymns 

This  pastor 
allowed  joy 
over  sorrow 

Give  to  the  winds  your  fears ; 

In  hope  be  undismayed ; 

God  hears  your  sighs  and  counts 
your  tears, 

God  shall  lift  up  your  head. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Paul  Gerhardt,  author  of  “Give  to  the 
Winds  Your  Fears,”  was  born  and  reared 
in  a  small  village  near  Wittenberg.  His 
father  was  the  village  mayor. 

When  Paul  Gerhardt  was  only  11,  the 
Thirty  Years’  War  began  in  Europe. 

He  entered  Wittenberg  University 
when  he  was  21,  but  after  a  short  time 
discontinued  his  studies  because  of  the 
conflict.  Finally,  at  45,  he  was  ordained 
to  the  Lutheran  ministry  and  became 
pastor  in  Mittenwalde,  a  small  village 
near  Berlin. 

Now  a  Lutheran  pastor  and  called  to  a 
church,  he  married  the  woman  with 
whom  he  had  shared  a  romance  for 
many  years.  The  joy  of  his  ministry  and 
his  marriage  caused  him  to  write  a  num¬ 
ber  of  hymns. 

After  six  years  at  Mittenwalde,  he 
joined  the  ministerial  staff  of  St.  Nicho¬ 
las’  Church,  Berlin.  That  proved  to  be  an 
unhappy  experience.  Because  he  refused 
to  sign  a  Calvinistic  statement,  he  was 
removed  from  this  position. 

He  then  accepted  a  position  at  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  at  Lubben,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  his  death. 

Today  in  the  Lubben  church  there 
hangs  a  life-size  portrait  of  Gerhardt 
with  an  inscription  in  German,  "A  theo¬ 
logian  sifted  in  Satan’s  sieve,”  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  his  many  trials  and  tribulations. 

Sorrow  colored  his  personal  life  also. 
Four  of  the  five  children  born  to  Ger¬ 
hardt  and  his  wife  died,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  after  a  long  illness. 

Still,  confident  faith  burned  brightly  in 
the  heart  of  this  Lutheran  pastor.  In 
spite  of  hardship  and  conflict,  his  inner 
strength  caused  him  to  be  firmly  ground¬ 
ed  in  the  Lord. 

His  hymns  reflect  the  depth  of  his  spir¬ 
itual  resources,  many  of  them  written  in 
situations  that  would  have  made  most 
people  cry  rather  than  sing. 

Numerous  translations  of  Gerhardt ’s 
German  hymns  have  been  made  across 
300  years.  This  translation,  made  by 
John  Wesley  in  1739,  has  been  more 
widely  used  than  any  other  English  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  hymn. 

“Give  to  the  Winds  Your  Fears”  is  as 
appropriate  today  as  ever,  for  in  every 
age  there  is  the  need  to  place  our  trust  in 
God  and  give  our  fears  to  the  winds! 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

'The  King  of  Love  My  Shepherd  Is” 


Dear  Deborah: 

Once  again  I  am  awake  after  getting 
almost  no  sleep  last  night.  The  neighbors 
next  door  come  home  drunk  and  fight 
and  scream  all  night  long.  I  have  ignored 
it  for  two  weeks  since  they  moved  in,  but 
now  I  am  not  sure  what  to  do. 

For  the  last  three  nights  I  have  heard 
a  baby  crying,  hour  after  hour,  and  it 
sounds  like  they  shout  at  it,  and  it 
screams  worse  than  ever.  I  don’t  know  if 
the  baby  is  just  scared  or  if  they  are 
abusing  it. 

If  I  report  it,  they  will  know  who  it  is 
since  we  are  the  only  two  in  the  building 
right  now.  I  am  a  Christian  and  want  to 
do  the  right  thing,  but  I  sure  don’t  want 
them  to  start  in  on  me. 

No  name,  please 


Dear  Friend: 

You  face  a  dilemma  many  people 
do  today.  If  we  try  to  protect  the 
helpless  and  vulnerable,  we  our¬ 
selves  may  become  vulnerable. 

I  think  you  know  you  should  re¬ 
port  this  situation  so  it  can  be 
checked  out.  Perhaps  you  can  call 
the  agency  in  your  community  and  a 
social  worker  will  come  out.  Usually 
people  who  report  child  abuse  don't 
have  to  give  their  names.  The  social 
worker  can  tell  that  to  the  parents. 

Or  you  might  have  a  visitor  over 
and  let  her  hear  what  you  hear.  After 
she  leaves,  let  her  report  it.  You  could 
honestly  say,  if  confronted,  that  you 


didn’t  report  them.  But  there  is  a  risk 
you  might  not  be  believed. 

The  other  side  of  the  picture  is 
that  if  you  don’t  report  it  and  some¬ 
thing  serious  happens  to  the  baby, 
will  you  be  able  to  live  with  yourself? 

I  will  pray  that  you  have  the  cour¬ 
age  to  do  what  you  know  you  should 
and  that  you  will  find  a  way  to  do  it 
that  will  leave  you  least  vulnerable 
yourself. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Dr.  Hodg  es  Gets  Life  Membership 


Dr.  Richard  Hodges  and  Ms.  Elaine 
Wells 


Mrs.  Elaine  Wells,  president  of  The 
Methodist  Home  Auxiliary  presented  Dr. 
Richard  Hodges  with  a  Life  Membership 
at  the  auxiliary’s  January  meeting.  A 
one  hundred  dollar  gift  enables  the  indi¬ 
vidual’s  name  to  be  placed  on  a  plaque  in 
the  foyer  of  our  facility.  This  is  a  popular 
way  to  honor  an  individual.  The  auxiliary 
is  now  working  on  their  second  plaque  of 
56  names. 

You  can  honor  someone  with  your  gift 
of  $100.00.  You  may  send  your  gifts, 
along  with  the  name  and  address  of  the 
person  you  wish  to  honor,  to  The  Method¬ 
ist  Home. 


Our  Wonderful  Staff 


In  our  last  issue  of  the  paper  we  intro¬ 
duced  you  to  our  Diagnostic  and  Evalua¬ 
tion  Team  along  with  a  write-up  about 
their  careers.  Space  did  not  permit  a 
large  picture  of  each  one.  We  want  you 
to  meet  them  ‘Up  Close  And  Personal.’ 


Dr.  Ralph  Chester,  MD,  Child  Psychi¬ 
atrist 


Russ  Minton,  Residential  Family 
Care  Case  Manager 


Julie  Landry,  Caseworker 


Dr.  John  E.  Monguillot,  Ph.D.,  Child 
Psychologist 


Deborah  Hildreth,  Nurse 

Minton  Joins  RFC  Program 

Russell  L.  Minton  joined  The  Method¬ 
ist  Home  Staff  as  a  Case  Manager  for  the 
Residential  Family  Care  Program  in 
September  1988.  Minton  is  a  native  of 
Naples,  Texas  and  is  a  graduate  of 
Southwood  High  School,  Shreveport,  Lou¬ 
isiana.  He  received  his  Bachelor  of  Be¬ 
havioral  Science  degree  from  East 
Texas  Baptist  University,  Marshall,  Tex¬ 
as.  He  has  worked  as  a  counselor  and  an 
administrator  at  the  Open  Door  Emer¬ 
gency  Youth  Shelter,  Marshall,  Texas. 

Russell  and  his  wife  Nancy  moved  to 
New  Orleans  to  continue  graduate  stud¬ 
ies  at  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  August  1988.  Minton  is  an 
ordained  Baptist  Minister  and  has  served 
as  Youth  Director,  Youth  Evangelist,  Re¬ 
treat  Speaker  and  Sunday  School  Teach¬ 
er.  He  has  served  as  pulpit  supply  for  the 
last  5  years  speaking  in  Baptist,  Method¬ 
ist  and  Presbyterian  churches  in  the 
East  Texas  area. 

Caseworker  Named 

Julie  Landry,  a  native  of  New  Orleans, 
has  been  named  Caseworker  for  the  Di¬ 
agnostic  and  Evaluation  Unit  of  The 
Methodist  Home.  Julie  received  her 
Bachelor  degree  in  Social  Work  from 
Louisiana  College  and  is  currently  en¬ 
rolled  in  a  Master’s  of  Religious  Educa¬ 
tion  program. 

She  is  an  honor  student  and  a  member 
of  Alpha  Kappa  Delta,  an  International 
Sociological  Honor  Society.  Julie  brings 
an  enthusiastic  and  compassionate  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  ministry  at  The  Method¬ 
ist  Home. 


Experiencing  the  outdoors 


Methodist  Home  Given  Pool 

Run  Aways 


Shown  standing  on  the  ladder  is  Magie 
Gural  and  to  her  right  is  Mike  Bagnetto. 
This  is  the  Explorer  Class;  Aurora 
U.M.C. 

Volunteers  Paint 

The  Explorer  Class  of  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  turned 
out  in  force  to  paint  the  chapel/class¬ 
room  at  The  Methodist  Home.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  is  their  mission  project  for 
the  coming  year.  The  job  was  completed 
in  one  day. 

In  addition  to  painting  a  new  cross  was 
made  by  one  of  the  members  and  was  do¬ 
nated  to  The  Home.  During  the  day  the 
room  is  used  as  a  classroom  and  the 
cross  is  a  constant  reminder  that  this  is  a 
Christian  institution. 


May  I  share  with  you  a  letter  from  a 
fourteen  year  old  girl?  It  will  help  you 
see  how  our  hope  is  often  lifted  as  we  see 
change  developing  in  our  children.  It 
should  also  help  those  who  are  our  sup¬ 
porters  to  see  the  results  of  your  giving. 
Here  it  is: 

Run  A  Ways 

It  is  not  fun  out  on  the  streets. 
There  is  nothing  on  the  streets  but 
drugs,  alcohol,  and  you  can  get  raped 
out  on  the  streets.  If  you  do  run  away 
where  would  you  go?  Where  would 
you  get  money  from?  Where  would 
you  eat  and  sleep?  I  should  know.  I 
was  a  run  away  so  I  know  how  it  is  on 
the  streets.  Now  I’m  starting  a  new 
life  but  it  is  not  easy  to  start  a  new 
life.  But  this  time  I  will  not  run  away. 
And  I  will  not  take  drugs  and  alcohol 
and  I  will  not  have  sex  or  put  my  life 
on  the  line  for  nobody.  If  you  do  have 
sex  you  can  get  aids  and  other  dis¬ 
eases  and  I  know  you  do  not  want  a 
disease. 

Do  the  right  thing  and  do  not  run 
away.  Stay  where  you  are  at  and 
work  it  out. 


Its ?  Jr. 

Lee  Anna  Rasar,  Music  and  Recrea¬ 
tion  Therapist 

f~/~  wm 


Rasar  Music  Therapist 


Lee  Anna  Rasar  is  a  native  of  Tennes¬ 
see.  She  received  her  B.A.  degree  from 
the  University  of  Alabama  and  earned 
her  Master’s  from  the  University  of 
Georgia.  After  7  years  as  Intern  Supervi¬ 
sor,  Department  Head  and  Therapist,  she 
joined  Therapy  Associates  of  Louisiana. 

She  is  Chairperson  of  The  Standards  of 
Practice  Committee  for  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  for  Music  Therapy  and  past 
President  of  the  South  Central  Region  of 
NAMT.  She  served  on  the  Committee 
that  developed  the  first  Certification  Ex¬ 
amination  for  Music  Therapy.  She  is  a 
Registered  and  Board  Certified  Thera¬ 
pist. 

She  has  worked  in  Group  Homes,  Psy¬ 
chiatric  Units,  Rehab  Units,  and 
Jefferson  Parish  Schools.  The  Methodist 
Home  is  fortunate  to  have  her  to  work 
with  our  children. 


A  federal  program  provides  ‘Foster  Grandparents'  to  assist  in  the  nursery.  With 
five  infants  under  4  months,  one  2  days  old,  it  takes  a  lot  of  arms  and  hands  to  moth¬ 
er  the  children.  Here,  a  foster  grandparent  holds  an  infant. 


This  cross  was  made  by  Mike  Walker  of  Explorer  Class,  Aurora  UMC. 


Summer  Camp 


Camp  Istrouma,  a  United  Methodist  Camp  located  northeast  of  Baton  Rouge,  will 
be  the  site  for  the  1989  Methodist  Home  Summer  Camp.  Summer  camp  is  one  of  the 
most  exciting  and  therapeutic  events  the  children  participate  in  during  the  year. 

The  summer  camp  is  a  project  of  The  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  of  The  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference.  Each  year  over  40  Methodist  youth  across  Louisiana  pay 
their  own  way  to  this  camp  in  order  to  be  a  counselor  to  these  children.  $40.00  will 
sponsor  a  child  from  Tbe  Methodist  Home  to  this  wonderful  camp  experience.  If 
you  are  interested  in  helping  you  may  sponsor  a  child  for  $40.00  or  you  may  contrib¬ 
ute  any  amount  to  the  camp  fund.  This  is  a  wonderful  way  to  invest  in  the  lives  of 
children  in  need. 


Pictured  above  1.  to  r.  are  Gary  Garrigan,  Allan  Hollis,  Ed  Finnin,  and  Dr.  Hodges. 


The  Variety  Club,  Tent  45,  of  New  Orleans,  presented  a  check  for  a  swimming  pool 
to  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  The  pool  will  be  a  15'  X  30'  in-ground  con¬ 
struction.  Ground-breaking  is  scheduled  for  February.  It  will  be  completed  in  time 
for  summer  use. 

Swimming  is  a  therapeutic  and  recreational  activity  that  is  needed  by  abused  chil¬ 
dren.  Public  pools  have  been  difficult  to  use  in  the  past  few  years.  They  have  often 
been  closed  due  to  financial  reasons  making  scheduling  of  activities  difficult.  Some¬ 
times  the  pools  have  been  vandalized  and  forced  to  close  for  the  summer. 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  has  become  a  multi-service  agency  over  the 
past  few  years.  It  has  grown  from  an  Emergency  Shelter  to  include  Foster  Care 
Treatment  Homes,  and  since  September  1988,  Diagnostic,  Evaluation,  and  Treatment 
for  disturbed,  abused,  and  abandoned  children  has  been  provided.  The  swimming  pool 
will  provide  a  much  needed  therapy  for  these  children. 

The  Variety  Club  is  an  international  service  organization  dedicated  to  providing 
help  for  children’s  causes.  Over  the  past  two  years  they  have  provided  The  Methodist 
Home  with  vans  for  transporting  children.  The  check  for  the  swimming  pool  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  Ed  Finnin,  Ringmaster:  Representing  The  Variety  Club  at  the  presentation 
was  Mr.  Finnin,  Leon  Marx,  Alan  Hollis,  Gary  Garrigan  and  Mrs.  Grace  Frayer.  Re¬ 
ceiving  the  check  for  The  Methodist  Home  was  Dr.  Richard  Hodges,  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor,  Dr.  J.  Roddy  Taylor,  Vice  President,  Board  of  Directors,  and  James  C.  Akins, 
Director  of  Therapeutic  Services  at  The  Home. 


Christmas  vacation  is  a  workcamp  at  the  Methodist  Home.  ' 

University  Students  Lend  a  Helping  Hand 

The  Wesley  Foundation  from  Western  Illinois  University  spent  their  Christmas  va¬ 
cation  helping  The  Methodist  Home  and  other  agencies  in  New  Orleans.  The  students 
moved  equipment  and  cleaned  the  ground  for  the  swimming  pool  construction  that 
will  begin  in  February. 


Homework  —  With  30  children  needing  homework  study  each  day,  the  afternoons 
are  busy  with  books. 
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Thoughts  on  the 
Appointive  Process 


I  ask  for  your  prayers  as  the  Cabinet  begins  the  appointive  process  this 
month. 

My  visits  to  all  the  districts  to  go  over  consultation  and  appointment 
making  with  the  clergy  and  pastor-parish  relations  committees  have  been 
completed.  The  attendance  was  overwhelming  with  around  2,200  clergy  and 
lay  persons  participating.  There  was  strong  affirmation  for  the  six  basic 
tenets  of  the  appointment  process: 

1.  Consultation  will  be  followed  in  appointment  making. 

2.  Consultation  means  conferring,  listening,  sharing  information  and  con¬ 
cerns  among  committees,  clergy,  and  Cabinet  in  order  to  match  as 
faithfully  as  possible  the  strengths  of  the  clergy  with  the  needs  of  the 
congregations. 

3.  The  appointive  system  is  not  “authoritarian  placement”  nor  “call  by 
committee.”  It  exists  for  the  purpose  of  deploying  the  clergy  where  they 
are  needed  to  be  effective  in  the  mission  of  the  church. 

4.  We  are  a  connectional  church  and  therefore  patterns  of  responding  to 
apportionments  by  pastors  and  churches  over  the  years  will  be  vital 
considerations  in  appointment  making.  The  administrative  and  missional 
askings  are  the  connecting  link  that  make  United  Methodism  a  strong 
church  and  are  at  the  foundation  of  our  identity  and  faithfulness. 

5.  The  role  of  the  PPR  Committee  is  advisory.  The  committee  exists 
primarily  to  be  a  supportive  and  interpretive  channel  between  pastor  and 
congregation.  When  a  change  of  pastors  is  possible  or  desired,  firm  votes 
and  congregational  polls  should  be  avoided.  Conflict  should  be  dealt  with 
by  “speaking  the  truth  is  love.” 

6.  Long  pastorates  are  healthy  for  congregational  growth  and  stability. 
Studies  show  that  the  peak  of  effectiveness  is  usually  reached  around  the 
sixth  year  of  a  pastorate.  Therefore,  longer  pastorates  will  be  a  goal  in 
the  appointive  process. 

The  competence  of  our  pastors  and  the  commitment  of  our  laity  have 
become  even  more  real  to  me  the  past  eight  weeks  through  the  discussion  of 
the  appointive  process.  Again,  please  pray  for  our  Conference,  its  pastors, 
churches,  and  Cabinet  as  together  we  seek  the  best  possible  appointments  of 
our  clergy  to  our  congregations. 


Dying  Church  Reborn  After  Prayers 


A  year  ago,  nine  elderly  women,  survi¬ 
vors  of  a  dying  uptown  church  in  New 
Orleans,  prayed  that  God  would  help  them 
revitalize  their  congregation. 

The  small  membership  at  Parker  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church  prom¬ 
ised  God  that  it  would  welcome  anyone, 
regardless  of  faith,  color,  or  creed. 

“Can’t  we  pray  for  God  to  send  us 
some  people?”  the  ladies  asked  their 
pastor,  Rev.  Melvin  Turnage.  He  re¬ 
called  a  feeling  of  "futility”  at  the 
church. 

“We  began  to  pray  and  people  just  be¬ 
gan  to  come  in,”  said  Turnage.  “It’s  been 
God  honoring  their  prayers,”  added  Tur¬ 
nage. 

Today,  membership  at  Parker  Memo¬ 
rial,  located  at  1130  Nashville  Avenue,  is 
65  and  is  continuing  to  grow.  Turnage 
and  members  hold  God’s  blessings  and 
suburbanites  returning  to  live  in  the  city 
as  the  reasons  for  the  growth  in  mem¬ 


bership. 

Flo  DuVernay,  one  of  the  nine  mem¬ 
bers,  borrows  a  verse  from  the  book  of 
Psalms  to  sum  up  her  feelings:  “This  was 
the  Lord’s  doing;  It  is  marvelous  in  our  eyes.” 

DuVernay,  who  is  83,  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  for  29  years.  She  has , 
seen  the  membership  dwindle  because  of 
people  moving  away  from  New  Orleans 
and  aged  members  dying  or  not  being 
able  to  get  to  church  on  Sundays.  “But 
the  spirit  was  always  there,”  she  said. 

Edna  Meyer  who  has  been  a  member 
for  56  years,  remembers  that  at  its 
height,  Parker  Memorial  had  at  least  150 
members.  There  was  a  complete  Sunday 
School.  "At  one  time  we  had  eight  class¬ 
es  for  children  9  to  12  years  old,”  she 
said. 

She  added  that  membership  also  fell 
when  people  began  to  move  to  the  sub¬ 
urbs  after  World  War  H. 

By  October  of  1987,  there  wp«  just 


nine  women  left.  "In  October  1987.  I 
would  have  said  I  didn’t  believe  Parker 
Memorial  would  be  open  in  two  years,” 
Meyer  said.  “I  didn’t  see  how  nine  of  us 
could  continue.” 

Meyers  then  said  that  things  began  to 
change.  People  began  moving  back  to 
the  city,  and  therefore,  started  looking 
for  places  of  worship. 

"We  live  in  an  old  city,”  Turnage  said. 
"People  are  isolated  and  they  are  lonely. 
The  church  is  the  way  for  them  to  come 
out  and  become  part  of  society.” 

Parker  Memorial  has  new  programs 
to  accommodate  its  growth  in  member¬ 
ship.  There  is  a  nursery  for  newborns  on 
Sundays  and  a  Sunday  School  for  older 
children.  It  has  a  membership  consisting 
of  people  of  every  creed  and  color. 

New  members,  however,  are  not  re¬ 
stricted  to  neighborhood  people  only. 
Some  members  come  from  Marrero, 
eastern  New  Orleans,  Metairie,  and  La- 


Place  to  worship  at  Parker  Memorial. 

Deborah  Richoux  comes  from  Mar¬ 
rero  to  services  every  Sunday.  She  has 
been  a  member  for  more  than  a  year. 

"I  found  a  home  there,”  Richoux  said. 
One  Sunday  she  was  invited  by  two 
friends  to  visit  the  church  and  not  long 
afterward  she  joined. 

Richoux  attributes  the  increase  in 
membership  to  the  openness  shown  by 
the  elderly  members.  "We’re  a  conglom¬ 
erate  of  people  and  these  ladies  wel¬ 
comed  each  one  of  us,”  she  said. 

The  church,  which  was  built  at  the 
turn  of  the  century,  was  in  bad  need  of 
renovations,  but  the  resources  of  the  nine 
women  were  limited,  Meyer  said. 

More  members  have  added  more  reve¬ 
nue.  During  the  summer,  the  entire 
church  was  air  conditioned,  and  the  roof 
is  being  repaired,  Meyer  also  stated. 

This  is  an  example  of  what  faith  and 
determination  can  bring  about. 


Family  Lenten  Services  to  be  Presented  by  Dance  Choirs 


Broadmoor  and  Aldersgate  Dance  Choirs 


The  Liturgical  Dance  Choirs  of  Alders¬ 
gate  UMC,  Slidell  and  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  will  present  three  Lenten 
services  of  scripture,  music,  and  dance 
relating  to  Holy  Week. 

The  dates  of  the  three  events  are  as 
follows: 

Saturday,  March  11,  6  p.m., 

Broadmoor  UMC,  10230  Mollylea 
Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Sunday,  March  12,  7  p.m., 

Aldersgate  UMC,  360  Robert 
Boulevard,  Slidell,  LA 
Tuesday,  March  14,  6  p.m.  dinner, 

6:45  p.m.  service,  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC,  3900  St.  Charles 
Avenue,  New  Orleans,  LA;  Dinner 
is  $4.00  and  reservations  are 


required  by  Friday,  March  10, 

(504)  899-3431 

The  45  minute  services  will  trace  the 
journey  of  Christ  from  Palm  Sunday 
through  the  crucifixion.  These  services 
are  designed  to  illuminate  each  event  in 
the  week  with  pictures  formed  by  the 
dances  so  that  children,  in  particular, 
can  more  fully  understand  the  story  of 
Holy  Week.  The  Dance  Choirs,  under  the 
direction  of  Rosalie  Branigan,  will  be  ac¬ 
companied  by  choirs  from  each  church 
under  the  direction  of  Wayne  Millet, 
Broadmoor,  Michael  Settoon,  Alders¬ 
gate,  and  Jack  Hutton,  Rayne  Memorial. 

For  more  information  regarding  the 
services,  contact  Rosalie  Branigan,  155 
Rue  Charlemagne,  Slidell,  LA  70461, 
(504) 649-1647. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Ralph  Pass,  member  of  St.  Timothy 
on  the  Northshore  UMC  in  Mandeville, 
recently  participated  as  a  member 
of  the  volunteer  work  team  that  went 
to  Jamaica  January  10-17,  to  work 
primarily  in  the  St.  Ann’s  Bay  area.  Rev. 
James  Poole,  Pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Natchitoches  was  in  charge  of  the  ar¬ 
rangements.  The  group  assisted  in  the 
restoration  of  facilities  from  the  damage 
done  by  Hurricane  Gilbert  and  included 
individuals  from  Louisiana,  Georgia,  Al¬ 
abama,  Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  and 
Texas.  Rev.  J.  Lawrence  Maddin  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  * 

The  Wednesday  morning  Bible  study 
group  of  Louisiana  Memorial  UMC  in 
Opelousas  has  completed  a  seven  year 
study  of  the  whole  Bible  —  book  by  book. 
On  Wednesday,  January  18  the  group  be¬ 
gan  a  new  program  of  study  called  DIS- 
CIPLESHIP  TRAINING  —  A  Venture  in 
Training  and  Accountability.  The  new 
study  is  grouped  into  four  nine  week  ses¬ 
sions  with  the  objective  being  to  learn  to 
discipline  each  other  in  Christian  living. 
This  group  meets  every  Wednesday 


morning  from  8:30  to  10  at  the  home  of 
Ethel  Beckman.  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr. 
is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

Recently  the  UM  Men  of  First  UMC 
of  La  Place  sponsored  another  of  their 
world  famous  “Pancake  Breakfasts.” 
The  breakfast  was  served  at  the  annex 
from  8  to  10  a.m.  It  was  a  delicious 
treat  and  a  great  way  to  support  the 
Men’s  Club.  Rev.  John  E.  Scarf  is 
pastor. 

•  *  * 

On  Sunday,  February  19  at  6  p.m.,  the 
membership  of  the  First,  Sanders  Chapel 
and  Couley  United  Methodist  Churches 
were  privileged  to  have  as  their  guest 
Dr.  Ken  McIntosh,  field  representative 
for  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  for  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  It  was  tru¬ 
ly  an  honor  for  those  who  attended.  Rev. 
Steven  W.  Caraway  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

First  UMC,  Homer  will  be  conducting 
the  “1989  Lenten  Marathon”  February  12 
through  March  19.  This  a  program  for 
Sunday  School  attendance  at  First 


Church  during  the  Lenten  Season.  The 
purpose,  during  this  six  week  period  pre¬ 
ceding  Easter,  is  or  promoting  the  best 
attendance  possible  in  the  Sunday  School 
classes  in  order  to  experience  the  follow¬ 
ing:  1.  Greater  spiritual  growth  through 
Bible  study;  2.  Enjoy  the  fellowship  of 
being  together;  3.  To  realize  that  each 
class  can  be  a  support  group  and  caring 
group.  Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  * 

Among  the  choirs  featured  at  the 
Tenth  Annual  Ecumenical  Songfest 
which  was  held  at  First  UMC  in  Houma 
were:  St.  Francis  de  Sales  Catholic 
Church,  First  Baptist,  and  First  UMC. 
The  Magnolia  Quartet  gave  the  audience 
its  unique  gospel  sound,  and  a  new  local 
group,  the  Directors  Choice  Chorale, 
added  its  own  special  touch.  The  Dusen- 
berry  Family  Singers  were,  as  usual,  a 
delightful  addition  with  their  and  warm 
French  tunes.  Also  participating  in  the 
event  was  Bishop  Warren  Boudreaux. 
Rev.  Henry  J.  Bowdon  is  pastor  of  First 
Church. 


The  Evangelism  Work  Area  of  Lake- 
view  UMC  in  Shreveport  sponsored  the 
first  of  two  new  churchwide  Spiritual 
Life  events  on  January  23.  This  work¬ 
shop,  entitled  “Spiritual  Growth  Through 
the  Myers-Briggs  Personality  Type  In¬ 
ventory,”  saw  forty  church  members  and 
local  residents  in  attendance.  Rev.  Don 
McDowell,  pastor  of  St.  Lukes  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  led  the  event.  Rev.  Douglas  Cain  is 
pastor  at  Lakeview. 

First  Street  UMC  in  New  Orleans  held 
a  planning  retreat  on  January  21  at  the 
Gulfside  Assembly  Center  in  Waveland, 
Mississippi.  Thirty  member  of  this  his¬ 
toric  church  attended  the  all  day  session. 
The  group’s  emphasis  was  on  Steward¬ 
ship,  Evangelism,  Youth  Ministries,  and 
Christian  Education.  A  period  of  Bible 
study  and  fellowship  was  also  an  integral 
part  of  the  planning  retreat  this  year. 
The  planning  committee  also  conducted 
a  Leadership  Development  Seminar  on 
February  18  for  all  new  and  returning  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  church.  Rev.  Abraham  E. 
Davis  is  pastor. 


Convocation  of  Boards  1989 


Council  on  Ministries  Meeting 


Shown  speaking  during  the  Board  of  Discipleship  meeting  is  Lylln  Craig. 


Religion  and  Race  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  McKinley  Franklin. 


Church  and  Society  meeting  with  Rev.  Larry  Robinson,  chairperson. 


Group  Insurance  Program  Notice 


NAME  OF  PLAN :  Louisiana  Conference  Self -funded 

For  verification  of  coverage,  application  and  claim  forms: 
Conference  Office  of  Financial  Affairs 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
(504)  346-1646 


For  Benefit /Claim  Questions  and  for  filing  claims: 
Employee  Benefit  Services 
P.O.  Box  51005 
Shreveport,  LA  71135-1005 
(318)  767-2557 


Fifth  Clergy  Golf  Tournament 
Scheduled  for  April  11 


The  date  for  the  fifth  Clergy  Golf 
Tournament  has  been  set  for  Tuesday, 
April  11,  and  will  take  place  at  the  Alex¬ 
andria  Country  Club.  The  golf  course  is 
located  on  Highway  165  which  is  approx¬ 
imately  eight  miles  south  of  Alexandria. 

The  fee  for  this  event  is  $38.00  per  per¬ 
son  and  will  include  green  fee,  cart,  tro¬ 
phies,  and  an  evening  meal.  Those 
participating  will  eat  at  the  Country 
Club.  Spouses  are  invited  to  dinner  and 
their  fee  for  the  meal  will  be  $12.00. 

According  to  Rev.  Larry  O'Dell  help  is 
needed  in  securing  prizes  for  this  year’s 
tournament.  Those  who  have  participated 
in  previous  tournaments  are  aware  that 
prizes  have  been  donated  by  different 
people. 

It  would  be  helpful  if  each  golfer 
who  played  last  year  would  try  to 
secure  a  prize  from  a  layperson  in 
your  church  or  community.  These  prizes 
would  be  awarded  for  closest  to  the  hole, 
longest  drive,  least  putts,  etc.  Rev.  Jack 
O'Dell  is  in  charge  of  coordinating  the 
prizes.  If  you  can  secure  prizes,  please 
write  him  and  let  him  know  soon. 
His  address  is  3510  Arkansas  Road, 
West  Monroe,  LA  71291. 

Rev.  Larry  O’Dell  asks  that  ministers 


planning  to  participate,  speak  to  other 
United  Methodist  ministers  and  get  him/ 
her  to  play  in  this  year’s  tournament. 
He  said  they  would  like  to  have  at  least 
50  ministers  participate  in  the  tour¬ 
nament. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  the 
Westlake  United  Methodist  Church  and 
mail  to  Larry  D.  O’Dell,  Pastor,  P.O.  Box 
536,  Westlake,  LA  70669,  (318)  433-8424 
(Church),  or  (318)  439-9747  (Residence). 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


iius  strut  oi  r  resident  ana  Mrs.  tsusn 
Quayle  in  the  National  Cathedral  canght  our 

Reporter  readers  Feb.  10  what  they  thought  about  President  Bush’s  inclusion 
of  public  worship  among  inauguration  events.  We  asked  readers  1)  how  they 


President’s  worship 


I  am  encouraged  by  the  photograph 
showing  our  nation’s  leaders  in  a  wor¬ 
ship  service. 

If  there  is  to  be  a  kinder,  more  gen¬ 
tle  nation,  as  our  president  says  he 
wants,  our  leaders  must  be  that  way. 
To  be  in  church  is  the  best  way  to 
show  and  send  a  message  to  everyone. 

Judy  McKinhey 
Elmwood,  Tennessee 

I  am  delighted  to  comment  on  the 
question  of  President  Bush’s  willing¬ 
ness  to  engage  in  public!  worship. 

I  think  this  is  most  commendable  and 
sets  a  tone  for  his  presidency  that  will 
be  very  beneficial  to  our  nation  and  to 
members  of  the  Christian  community. 

Alvah  H.  Chapman  Jr. 

Miami,  Florida 

Where,  when  or  why  a  president  at¬ 
tends  worship  services  should  be  his 
personal  choice. 

To  expect  a  president  to  be  a  na¬ 
tional  example  of  church  attendance 
is  to  invite  sectarian  bickering  and 
jealousy. 

However  appealing  it  is  for  those  of 
us  who  attend  church  regularly  to 
know  of  a  president’s  faithful  atten¬ 
dance,  this  expectation  should  not  be 
superimposed  upon  him  or  any  other 
elected  official. 

Gilbert  Y.  Taverner 
Concord,  Massachusetts 

I  am  somewhat  encouraged  by 
President  Bush's  apparent  openness  in 
his  spiritual  commitment.  v 

But  I  must  reserve  full  approval  of 
his  action  until  he  proves  that  the 
poor,  minorities,  feminists,  gays, 
those  who  are  homeless,  unemployed 
and  those  suffering  from  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome  are  having 
their  needs  met  by  his  administration 
in  a  more  positive  manner. 

Frederick  Weaver 
Oakland,  California 

I’m  not  encouraged  at  all  by  Presi¬ 


dent  Bush’s  decision  to  engage  in  public 
worship.  I  think  it’s  a  political  stunt- 
campaigning  early  for  a  second  term. 

Ruth  C.  Smith 
Erie,  Pennsylvania 

President  Bush,  by  promoting  his 
church  attendance,  will  be  able  to  get  a 
message  of  Christian  love  across  that 
the  previous  administration  never  did. 

Kevin  Fullen 
Henderson,  Texas 

I  am  very  encouraged  by  President 
Bush's  willingness  to  engage  in  public 
worship.  As  a  result,  he  gains  even 
more  credibility  in  the  United  States 
but  also  in  many  foreign  countries. 

It  identifies  him  as  a  man  who  is 
thankful  for  the  opportunity  to  enjoy 
freedom  of  religion  in  the  wonderful 
United  States  of  America. 

Delores  Herndon 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 

I’m  most  grateful  for  President 
Bush’s  public  worship.  Bless  him!  We’ve 
'  ’  trussed  it  during  the  last  eight  yeafs. 

Allan  W.  Lee 
Auckland,  New  Zealand 

Why  in  the  world  would  you  ask 
such  a  dumb  question?  Are  you  run¬ 
ning  out  of  anything  else  to  do? 

Barbara  Wiskow 
Dallas,  Texas 

Seeing  a  picture  in  the  Reporter  of 
our  new  president  and  vice  president 
with  their  wives  worshiping  at  the  Na- 
tional  Cathedral  in  Washington 
thrilled  me. 

What  an  example  to  all  Americans! 
What  a  picture  of  four  busy  people 
looking  relaxed  and  happy  to  be  a 
part  of  that  congregation! 

Maybe  all  will  “feel  our  hearts 
strangely  warmed”  and  be  moved  to  a 
“social  holiness”  in  obedience  to  God,  to 
love  and  serve  others  in  all  areas  of  life. 

Mable  B.  Peterson 
Malden,  Maine 


approach  to  worship  and  2) 
approach  meant,  particularly  in  contrast  to  his  prede¬ 
cessor’s  more  private  example.  Fifty-five  readers  from  19  states  and  one  for¬ 
eign  country  responded.  A  sampling  of  their  responses  appears  below. 


thrills  some ,  not  all 


I  am  very  encouraged  by  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  vice  president  and  their 
wives  attending  public  worship.  I 
hope  it  presages  a  regular  schedule  of 
Sunday  worship  attendance. 

Just  as  I  feel  the  government  should 
set  examples— such  as  ethical  conduct 
and  prohibiting  capital  punishment— I 
feel  the  president  would  do  a  fine  thing 
by  attending  church  regularly. 

Virginia  McFarlin 
Lakewood,  California 

We  are  quite  disturbed  that  you 
would  pose  a  question  in  regard  to  the 
Bushes’  and  Quayles’  attending  a  pub¬ 
lic  worship  service.  We  are  very  suspi¬ 
cious  of  your  motives.  Here  are  the 
two  top  families  of  our  nation,  both 
Christian  families,  doing  what  comes 
naturally  to  them— going  to  church. 

You  sound  like  you  want  to  make 
something  of  it.  Could  you  be  liberal, 
left-wing  disgruntled  Democrats? 

Wilbur  and  Irene  Smith 
Columbus,  Ohio 

,  .It  was  good  once  again  to  see  our 
nation’s  leader  involved  in  public  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

I  believe  our  new  president  views 
his  constitutional  role  as  not  limited 
to  leading  a  government  but  also  to 
leading  a  nation. 

Michael  B.  Holian 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky 

I  was  very  pleased  to  see  the  newly 
elected  heads  of  our  government  at¬ 
tend  public  worship.  That  tells  others 
that  God  and  a  time  set  aside  for  wor¬ 
ship  are  important  and  meaningful. 

Someone  might  say,  “If  it’s  impor¬ 
tant  enough  for  those  in  authority, 
perhaps  I  should  try  it,  too!” 

Thelma  Cooper 

San  Anselmo,  California 

It  is  very  encouraging  in  today’s  trou¬ 
bled  world  to  have  President  Bush  and 
the  governor  of  Missouri  make  a  public 
stand  for  worship  and  religious  beliefs, 
especially  when  many  ministers  and 


church  members  will  not  do  that. 

This  verse  of  Scripture  comes  to 
my  mind:  “For  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  for  it  is  the  pow¬ 
er  of  God  unto  salvation  to  everyone 
that  believeth,  to  the  Jew  first  and 
also  to  the  Greek”  (Romans  1:16). 

Esther  I.  St.  Ores 
Freeport,  Illinois 

It  sounds  as  though  you  are  trying 
to  make  an  issue  of  this.  If  more 
Americans  and  we  United  Methodists 
would  worship  along  with  him  and 
pray  for  him  and  our  denomination 
instead  of  asking  such  questionable 
questions,  we  would  all  be  better  off. 

Bonnie  Barker 
Longview,  Texas 

It  is  very  important  that  our  presi¬ 
dent  and  vice  president  include  wor¬ 
ship  of  God  in  a  church  as  pa-t  of  the 
inaugural  activity.  It  says  much  for 
where  their  authority  and  strength 
comefrom. 

It  also  tells  the  American  people  to 
worship,  pray  and  turn  our  hearts  td 
God  and  to  be  a  kinder  and  gentler  na¬ 
tion  in  what  Jesus  Christ  would  have 
us  be. 

Jim  Wendt 
Hope,  Kansas 

President  Bush  is  not  hiding  his  light 
under  a  bushel.  He  is  bearing  witness  in 
a  sincere  and  responsible  manner. 

Evelyn  McCullob 
Hermitage,  Tennessee 

If  President  Bush  is  honestly  show¬ 
ing  his  right  to  be  a  Christian  who 
seeks  God’s  will  for  his  personal  life 
and  the  welfare  of  the  United  States 
citizens,  then  I  say,  "Praise  the  Lord.” 

If  Mr.  Bush’s  decision  is  based  on 
making  people  think  good  of  him  and 
not  on  seeking  the  will  of  God  as  No.  1 
priority,  then  I  feel  we  need  to  spend 
extra  time  in  prayer  for  our  leadership. 

Mergie  Hoshor 
Colgate,  Oklahoma 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Sure,  God’s  house  has  many  rooms, 
but  contrasts  can  be  mind-boggling! 
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I  couldn't  suppress  a  chuckle. 

Here  I  was  at  A.P.  Shaw  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Washington.  I  was  caught 
up  in  one  of  the  most  scintillating  wor¬ 
ship  experiences  I’ve  ever  witnessed. 
Spiritual  dynamite  (see  UMR,  Feb.  24)! 

You’d  have  to  be  someone’s  pet  rock 
not  to  be  moved  by  the  vibes  “coming 
down”  at  Shaw  UMC. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  Peter  opened  his  mouth  and 
said:  ‘Truly  I  perceive  that  God 
shows  no  partiality,  but  in  every  na¬ 
tion  any  one  Who  fears  God  and  does 
what  is  right  is  acceptable  to  God.’  ” 
(Submitted  by  Monty  Gilmer , 
Rosedale ,  Va.) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Psalms  119:103) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  5 
Monday:  Psalms  34:1-8 
Tuesday:  Psalms  34:11-18 
Wednesday:  Joshua  5:9-12 
Thursday:  Joshua  5:13-15 
Saturday:  Luke  15:1-3, 11-32 
Friday:  2  Corinthians  5:1-15 
Sunday:  2  Corinthians  5:16-21 


The  chuckle  happened  during  yet  an¬ 
other  round  of  wake- 
the-dead  singing. 

Suddenly  memo¬ 
ries  from  a  few 
weeks  earlier 
flooded  my  mind  and 
heart.  The  images 
that  poured  in  upon 
me  were  of  a  far  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  of  spiri¬ 
tual  power. 

What  I  remembered  was  five  days  that 
I‘d  spent,  mostly  in  silence  and  solitude, 
at  Gethsemani  Abbey,  a  Trappist  monas¬ 
tery  in  rural  Kentucky. 

The  outward  difference  between  the  two 
experiences  was  mind-boggling!  Shaw 
UMC’s  dance-in-the-aisle  expressiveness 
seemed  worlds  away  from  the  monas¬ 
tery’s  contemplative  simplicity.  I  could 
only  laugh  at  the  breathtaking  contrast. 

Oh  sure,  I  knew  Jesus  taught  that 
God’s  house  has  “many  rooms.”  But  silly 
me.  I  just  assumed  the  rooms  would 
show  signs  of  having  been  done  by  the 
same  Interior  Decorator! 

As  I  tapped  my  feet  to  the  gospel  music 
resounding  throughout  the  Shaw  church’s 
packed  sanctuary,  I  was  awe-struck  by 
what  until  then  had  been  merely  an  intel¬ 
lectual  insight.  Now  I  had  lived  the  insight: 

How  implausibly  rich  and  varied  are 
the  many  rooms  in  our  Christian  “house!" 

The  austere  discipline  and  ordered  ways 
of  a  Trappist  monastery— rising  at  3  a.m. 
to  begin  the  first  of  five  daily  chants  of  the 
Psalms— bear  little  resemblance  to  free¬ 
wheeling,  two-hour  worship  “happenings" 


in  the  black  church  tradition. 

Yet  both  expressions  witness  to  the 
same  God:  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac, 
Sarah,  Jacob,  Rachel  and  Jesus. 

Both  regard  the  Bible  as  a  uniquely  re¬ 
liable  and  powerful  source  for  discover¬ 
ing  divine  truth. 

Both  draw  a  compelling  spiritual  ener¬ 
gy  from  scriptural  and  human  witnesses 
to  that  truth. 

And,  in  the  serene  faces  of  Trappist 
monks  and  the  radiant  smiles  of  “turned 
on"  black  youths,  both  show  the  results 
of  having  tapped  into  that  spiritual  ener¬ 
gy:  lives  that  have  been  redirected  from 
one  “way"  to  another  “way”— the  way  of 
Jesus. 

It’s  shameful  that  we  in  the  household 
of  faith  frequently  get  hung  up  on  whose 
approach  to  pointing  the  "way”  is  better. 
All-too-regular  and  unseemly  incidents  of 
"other  bashing”  at  all  levels  within  the 
body  of  Christ,  national  and  regional  as 
well  as  local,  are  embarrassing.  I  know 
about  such  things.  I’ve  done  them  myself. 

Would  we  be  so  quick  to  engage  in 
such  bashing  if  we  could  acknowledge 
with  our  heads  and  hearts  a  simple  truth: 

A  God  who  is  working  boisterously  yet 
quietly  in  such  diverse  settings  as  Shaw 
UMC  and  Gethsemani  Abbey  is  capable 
beyond  our  knowing  of  working  wonders 
in  all  our  spiritual  "rooms.” 

Now  that  I’ve  experienced  that  reality, 
it  "makes  me  wanna  shout!”  At  the  same 
time,  it  gently  moves  me  to  silent  grati¬ 
tude  for  a  God  whose  greatness  and 
goodness  conspire  to  make  me  chuckle. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Stephen  Swecker 


Here  I  Stand 


MARCH  3,  1989 


We  should  ‘save  the  lost,’ 
not  reach  ‘unchurched’ 


By  JOHN  MORRIS 

It  is  currently  very  chic  in  United 
Methodist  circles  to  talk  about  reversing 
our  precipitous 
membership  decline 
by  reaching  the  “un¬ 
churched.” 

This  term,  I  gath¬ 
er,  is  calculated  to 
be  inoffensive  and 
antiseptic.  In  an  era 
when  terms  like 
“heathen”  and  “pa¬ 
gan”  are  thought  to  be  tasteless  and  un¬ 
couth,  the  term  “unchurched”  is  now  the 
buzz  word  for  the  new  age  of  United 
Methodist  evangelism. 

My  question  is,  "Is  anyone  ‘lost’  any¬ 
more?" 

Jesus  said  he  came  to  seek  and  to  save 
"the  lost.”  I  can’t  find  any  reference  to 
his  coming  to  seek  and  save  the  "un¬ 
churched.”  I  take  it  to  mean  that  he 
came  to  save  people  who  were  in  jeopar¬ 
dy  of  eternal  damnation— a  matter  so 
great  that  he  was  willing  to  die  to  effect 
the  salvation  of  the  lost. 

Somehow  reaching  the  “unchurched” 
doesn’t  have  the  sense  of  urgency  that 
reaching  the  lost  does.  I  can’t  imagine 
anyone  being  willing  to  die  for  the  “un¬ 
churched.” 

"Unchurched”  seems  to  connote  that 
people  simply  don’t  belong  to  the  proper 
social  group.  It  sounds  as  though  all  we 
have  to  do  is  get  people  “churched” 
(whatever  that  means)  and  life  will  be  so 
much  better. 

However,  parking  a  truck  in  a  garage 
will  never  make  that  truck  a  car.  Coax¬ 
ing  a  person  into  attending  church  will 
not  necessarily  make  that  person  a 
Christian.  Only  conversion  will  do  that. 

And  there  is  the  rub— conversion. 

Could  it  be  that  we  really  don’t  like  the 
word  “lost”  anymore  because  we  don’t 
believe  in  “conversion”? 


Is  it  possible  that  this  great  church  of 
ours,  founded  on  the  precept  of  “fleeing 
the  wrath  to  come,”  is  embarrassed 
about  the  realities  of  hell  and  damna¬ 
tion? 

Perhaps  we  use  the  word  “un¬ 
churched”  because  we  really  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  anyone  is  lost  anymore. 

Call  me  a  fundamentalist  or  a  right- 
wing  reactionary  or  whatever  else  you 
want  to,  but  I  believe  that  a  great  many 
of  our  neighbors  are  lost,  terribly  lost. 
When  I  see  the  destitute,  bankrupt  lives 
so  many  of  my  neighbors  are  living,  I 
know  they  are  lost. 

I  believe  that  many  people  are  making 
choices  that  will  separate  them  eternally 
from  God  unless  they  meet  the  Savior.  I 
do  believe  that  we  can  bring  the  wrath  of 
God  upon  ourselves  if  we  reject  so  great 
a  love  as  is  offered  by  the  Savior. 

I  believe  that  because  I  was  once  lost. 
I  was  once  wandering  far  from  the  Sav¬ 
iour’s  love  and  care.  I  was  once  separat¬ 
ed  from  God’s  fellowship. 

It  wasn’t  being  “churched”  that  saved 
me.  I  attended  church  all  my  life.  No, 
dear  friends,  Jesus  saved  me,  and  he  did 
it  by  convincing  me  that  I  was  lost— lost 
and  bound  for  hell. 

Is  anyone  lost  anymore? 

I  think  there  are  many  people  who  are. 
But  their  great  hope,  and  the  great  hope 
for  our  church,  is  this:  Jesus  came  to 
seek  and  to  save  the  lost! 

“ Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  John  Morris  is 
pastor  of  Kasson/Pleasant  Comers  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Kasson,  Minn. 
(Minnesota  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here 
I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


My  Witness 

My  daughter’s  illness  changes 
how  I  deal  with  other’s  wounds 


By  KELLY  S.  SPARKS 

My  14-year-old  daughter  was  diag¬ 
nosed  with  osteogenic  sarcoma  two  and 
one-half  years  ago.  That  is  a  form  of 
bone  cancer  that  strikes  one  in  2  million 
young  girls  under  age  20. 

What  happened  in  “other  families”  had 
become  our  reality.  Following  four  che¬ 
motherapy  treatments,  Leah’s  left  leg 
was  amputated  above  the  knee  to  re¬ 
move  the  cancerous  growth. 

She  received  six  more  chemotherapy 
treatments,  and  after  a  period  of  recovery, 
a  prosthesis  was  fitted.  That  was  followed 
by  intensive  physical  therapy.  It  is  now  two 
years  since  that  initial  diagnosis.  Leah,  a 
junior  in  high  school,  is  doing  very  well 

One  doesn’t  venture  to  the  edge  of  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  without  be¬ 
ing  forever  changed.  One  is  forced  to  con¬ 
front  reality,  to  readdress  priorities  and  to 
learn  from  a  sometimes  harsh  teacher. 

As  a  United  Methodist  pastor,  I  wish  I 
could  tell  you  that  faith  was  easy.  It  was 
not.  All  the  too-easily  quoted  verses  of 
Scripture,  the  pious  cliches,  the  appro¬ 
priate  religious  rhetoric  I  have  spoken 
through  the  years  to  church  families  in 
their  situations  of  distress  came  rushing 
back. 

Words  seemed  empty,  hollow 

Now  those  words  seem  empty  and  hol¬ 
low— as  if  you  can  fill  such  voids  with 
words.  Perhaps  it  is  less  costly  to  give 
our  words  than  ourselves. 

My  daughter’s  illness  will  no  longer  al¬ 
low  me  to  be  so  easily  detached  from  the 
woundedness  of  others.  I  have  learned  to 
be  more  compassionate,  to  “suffer  with” 
others  in  the  midst  of  their  pain.  Now  my 
words  are  fewer,  and  when  I  speak,  I  am 
a  little  more  human. 

I’m  convinced  more  than  ever  before 
of  our  capacity  as  human  beings  to  be 
healers.  Our  mutual  humanity  is  a  basis 
for  the  healing  of  others  as  we  are  will¬ 
ing  to  enter  into  their  pain. 

Let  me  illustrate: 

Several  years  ago,  I  became  acquainted 
with  a  man  who  was  a  reformed  alcoholic. 
Our  relationship  must  have  been  providen¬ 
tial  because  shortly  afterwards  I  became 
associated  with  several  families  request¬ 
ing  counseling  for  alcohol-related  prob¬ 
lems.  This  man,  with  prior  permission 
from  the  families  involved,  accompanied 
me  during  these  counseling  sessions. 

He  was  the  ‘wounded  healer’ 

Although  I  was  supposedly  the  “profes¬ 
sional,”  he  was  really  the  one  who  under¬ 
stood  these  families’  problems.  He  was  the 
"wounded  healer,”  and  I  was  privileged  to 
witness  the  healing  that  resulted  from  his 
ministry.  My  friend  was  able  to  minister 
because  he  entered  into  their  pain  and  mu¬ 
tuality  in  caring  became  possible. 

In  "Rediscovering  Pastoral  Care,” 
Alastair  Campbell  writes,  “Pastoral  care 
is  grounded  in  mutuality,  not  in  expertise. 
...”  In  other  words:  Similar  experiences 
can  be  a  basis  for  caring  and  ministry. 

One  final  lesson  I  have  learned  per¬ 
tains  to  time  and  how  it  is  used. 

An  illness  often  makes  known  to  us 
that  days  once  thought  mundane  are  now 
special  and  full  of  meaning.  Life  takes  on 
a  new  intensity  and  is  viewed  as  a  pre¬ 
cious  gift  that  is  not  meant  to  be  squan¬ 
dered.  An  illness  teaches  us,  if  we  are 
willing  to  learn,  to  be  good  stewards  of 
our  days. 

I  am  still  apprehensive 

I  shall  not  tell  you  that  I  face  the  fu¬ 
ture  without  apprehension  for  that  would 


be  an  untruth.  Leah’s  particular  form  of 
cancer,  if  it  metastasizes,  will  normally 
appear  in  the  lungs. 

A  lesser  chance  exists  that  metastasis 
will  occur  in  another  bone.  Thus,  period¬ 
ic  chest  X-rays,  bone  and  CAT  scans  are 
required  to  monitor  her  condition.  As 
these  test  dates  draw  near,  old  fears  and 
memories  of  the  original  diagnosis  come 
rushing  back. 

Glances  reflect  anxiety 

My  wife  and  I  exchange  few  words 
during  this  time,  but  glances  into  each 
other’s  eyes  reflect  the  anxiety  we  both 
experience.  Describing  the  waiting  oq 
test  results  falls  short  of  words. 

The  close  parallel  I  can  imagine  is  like 
being  a  prisoner  awaiting  execution: 
When  the  doctor  says,  "She’s  fine,”  it’s 
like  that  same  prisoner  being  pardoned 
moments  before  he  goes  to  the  electric 
chair.  The  angels  of  heaven  couldn’t  be 
more  joyful.  Yet,  this  experience  has  be¬ 
come  “normal”  for  us.  The  victories  are 
celebrated  one  at  a  time. 

You  are  not  alone 

It  is  my  prayer  that  as  you  read  this, 
you  will  never  experience  the  reality  de¬ 
scribed  in  this  article.  But  if  our  story  re¬ 
flects  your  situation— past,  present  or 
future— please  know  that  you  are  not 
alone.  There  are  others  who  understand 
and  can  help.  Seek  them  out.  Together 
you  can  experience  healing. 

I  now  begin  each  day  thankful  and 
aware  of  God’s  presence  with  us.  Also,  a 
day  doesn’t  pass  that  I  don’t  hug  my  fam¬ 
ily  and  express  my  love.  As  for  me,  my 
heart  is  more  tender  and  my  eyes  more 
often  filled  with  tears  when  I  hear  of  an¬ 
other  family’s  pain. 

Lessons  can  be  learned  even  in  the 
throes  of  an  illness.  Even  then  God 
speaks,  if  we  but  listen. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Kelly  S.  Sparks  is  a  US.  Air 
Force  chaplain  at  Lackland  Air  Force 
Base  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  is  a  min¬ 
isterial  member  of  the  West  Virginia  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Development  Director 
Sought 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  an 
immediate  need  for  a  Director  of  De¬ 
velopment  with  proven  fund-raising, 
relational  and  organizational  skills  and 
experience.  Position  requires  ability  to 
relate  to  United  Methodists  of  every 
bent,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
church,  and  an  appreciation  of  how  a 
newspaper  like  the  Reporter  supports 
and  enhances  all  the  church’s  minis¬ 
tries.  Necessary  qualifications  include 
a  college  degree,  high  levels  of  energy 
and  creativity,  and  an  active  Christian 
commitment.  Position  involves  some 
travel,  relocation  to  Dallas.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Excellent  challenge  and  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  right  person. 
Contact:  Richard  Stark,  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  > 
660275,  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275.  ! 
(214)  630-6495.  Equal  Opportunity/ 
Affirmative  Action  Employer. 
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Discipleship  cuts  mean  fewer  services  to  local  churches 


Five  jobs  eliminated  by  general-church  board  due  to  increased  expenses,  income  shortfall 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— It  may  become  a  little 
harder  for  your  congregation  to  get  help 
from  the  church’s  discipleship  agency. 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  en¬ 
acted  cutbacks  last  week  that  will  re¬ 
duce  services  to  assist  laity,  age-level 
ministries  and  Christian  education  in 
United  Methodist  churches  and  annual 
conferences. 

Five  and  a  half  jobs  were  eliminated 
when  Discipleship  directors  voted  Feb. 
24  to  merge  age-level  ministries  from 
the  Section  on  The  Ministry  of  the  Laity 
with  similar  positions  in  the  Section  on 
Christian  Education. 

'  The  action  leaves  the  ministry  of  the 
laity  section  with  two  staff  members. 

The  layoffs  will  cause  cutbacks  in  ser¬ 
vice  to  annual  conferences,  districts  and 
local  churches,  said  the  Rev.  Duane  A. 
Ewers,  Christian  education  executive. 

“There’s  just  no  way  that  9  people  can 
do  the  work  of  14,”  Mr.  Ewers  told  the 
board. 

“We  will  continue  to  resource  the 


church  in  key  areas,  but  we  must  recog¬ 
nize  you  can’t  have  fewer  staff  doing 
more  work.  Some  tough  decisions  will 
have  to  be  made.” 

Tough  decisions  to  be  made 

The  cutbacks  were  caused  by  Disciple- 
ship’s  need  to  trim  1989-92  expenses  by 
$710,000. 

Most  of  those  cuts— $656,610— will  be 
realized  in  1989’s  budget.  With  the  cuts, 
the  ’89  budget  totals  $6.7  million. 

Combining  age-level  ministries  with 
Christian  education,  eliminating  the  laity 
executive’s  position  and  cutting  two  sec¬ 
retaries  make  up  $251,025  of  the  cuts. 

The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  Disciple- 
ship’s  chief  executive,  said  the  agency’s 
budget  was  hard  hit  by  three  uncontrol¬ 
lable  factors: 

•  An  increase  of  40  percent  in  the  pre¬ 
mium  for  employees’  health  insurance; 

•  A  2  percent  shortfall  in  revenue 
from  the  World  Service  Fund,  the  deno¬ 
minationwide  apportioned  fund  that  pro¬ 
vides  most  income  to  the  church’s 
general-program  agencies  such  as  the 


Board  of  Discipleship; 

•  The  need  to  increase  staff  salaries 
to  be  competitive  with  the  Nashville 
market  and  stop  a  disruptive  rate  of 
staff  turnover.  Pay  raises  of  7  percent, 
based  on  merit,  are  included  in  the  ’89 
budget. 

Dr.  Jones  said  the  merger  of  similar 
functions  from  Ministry  of  the  Laity  and 
Christian  Education  was  intended  to 
eliminate  duplication. 

Choice  of  plague  or  cholera 

Bishop  Ole  Borgen  (Northern  Europe 
Area)  characterized  the  cutbacks  as  “a 
choice  between  the  plague  and  cholera.” 

“If  we  don’t  reduce  our  budget,  we’ll 
be  in  trouble,”  he  said. 

However,  the  cutbacks  stunned  many 
directors  unaware  of  the  impending  re¬ 
organization  until  they  arrived  at  the 
Feb.  23-26  meeting. 

The  reorganization  also  renamed  Dis- 
cipleship’s  program  divisions. 

The  divisions  now  will  be  known  as 
Evangelism  and  Worship;  Upper  Room; 
United  Methodist  Men;  Christian  Educa¬ 


tion  and  Age-Level  Ministries;  and  Minis¬ 
try  of  the  Laity. 

The  renaming  was  explained  as  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  avoid  the  negative  symbolism 
of  gutting  Ministry  of  the  Laity  at  a  time 
when  increased  lay  involvement  is  being 
encouraged. 

One  disgruntled  director,  who  asked 
not  to  be  identified,  called  the  divisions’ 
renaming  "wallpaper  over  a  hole.” 

However,  Bishop  David  Lawson  (Wis¬ 
consin  Area)  likened  the  restructuring  of 
the  lay  ministry  section  to  a  “seed”  for 
future  growth. 

An  effort  by  directors  of  Christian 
Education  and  Ministry  of  the  Laity 
units  to  propose  cuts  in  all  Discipleship 
divisions  failed. 

Racism  issue  raised 

The  layoff  of  Marilyn  W.  Magee,  lay 
ministry  executive,  was  sharply  criti¬ 
cized  by  Gloster  Current  of  New  York,  a 
member  of  Discipleship ’s  institutional 
racism  committee.  Ms.  Magee  is  black. 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White,  Discipleship 
president  who,  like  Mr.  Current,  is  black, 


assured  Mr.  Current  that  his  concerns 
were  heard  by  the  board. 

Ms.  Magee  was  technically  unem¬ 
ployed  only  about  24  hours.  She  was  re¬ 
elected  an  assistant  general  secretary  by 
the  board  Feb.  25. 

Dr.  Jones  said  Ms.  Magee  would  be  as¬ 
signed  to  the  new  section  on  Christian 
education  and  age-level  ministries. 

Mr.  Ewers  was  elected  editor  of  church 


school  publications,  an  action  that  must  be 
confirmed  by  the  General  Board  of  Publi¬ 
cation  since  the  curriculum  editorship 
serves  both  those  agencies. 

But  staffs  of  Christian  Education  and 
Ministry  of  the  Laity  whose  jobs  were 
eliminated  will  have  to  compete  for  the 
newly  redesigned  jobs. 

Those  not  hired  will  be  given  three 
months’  severance  pay. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— These  services  are  af¬ 
fected  by  Board  of  Discipleship  cut¬ 
backs: 

/  Children's  ministries. 

/  Youth  and  young  adult  ministries. 

/  Older  adult  ministries. 

/  Family  ministries. 

These  Ministry  of  the  Laity  functions 
will  be  combined  with  similar  age-level 
curriculum  jobs  in  the  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  section. 

Remaining  under  Laity  will  be  lay 
leaders'  training  and  congregational  and 


community  ministries,  which  coordi¬ 
nates  such  activities  as  peace  advocacy 
and  hunger  projects. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Laity  section  or¬ 
ganized  Youth  '88,  which  drew  nearly 
4,000  youth  to  an  international  confer¬ 
ence  in  August  1988. 

The  section  also  organized  Forum  '89, 
which  trained  nearly  300  adult  leaders 
of  youth  in  Orlando  in  January. 

Focus  '89,  a  gathering  of  leaders  in 
children's  ministries  scheduled  for  Au¬ 
gust  In  Nashville,  remains  scheduled. 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Age-level  services  affected  by  cutbacks 


NASHVILLE— A  wealth  of  worship  resources  is  reviewed  by  Bishop 
Susan  M.  Morrison  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Langford  as  the  worship 
book  committee  begins  work.  Bishop  Morrison  (Philadelphia  Area) 
chairs  the  committee,  and  Mr.  Langford,  a  committee  member,  heads 
the  Worship  Section  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Wanted:  Your  ideas 


for  new  ritual  book 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— Your  ideas  about 
worship  may  influence  a  new  book  of 
rituals  for  United  Methodist  worship 
leaders. 

Responses  from  laypeople,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  clergy  and  church  profes¬ 
sionals  (such  as  musicians)  are  being 
sought  by  the  24-member  worship 
book  committee  of  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  committee  is  compiling  the 
book  as  a  companion  to  the  new  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Hymnal.  The  new  hym¬ 
nal  is  due  out  this  summer,  but  no 
completion  date  has  been  projected 


‘Juice  rule 9  may- 
squeeze  hack  in 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— The  church’s  “juice 
rule”  may  be  making  a  partial  come¬ 
back. 

Many  United  Methodists  were  dis¬ 
mayed  last  year  when  they  learned 
that  Holy  Communion  rituals  in  the 
new  United  Methodist  Hymnal  don’t 
include  the  traditional  instruction 
about  using  “pure,  unfermented  juice 
of  the  grape.” 

The  committee  working  on  a  new 
book  of  rituals  for  worship  leaders  has 
agreed  to  place  an  expanded  form  of 
that  traditional  instruction  in  the 
preface  to  communion  services. 

Wording  for  the  expanded  instruc¬ 
tion-known  as  a  “rubric”— is  to  be 
taken  from  "Worship  Resources,”  a 
book  by  the  Rev.  Hoyt  L.  Hickman. 
Dr.  Hickman  is  a  longtime  staff  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  Worship  Section  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  instruction  says: 

“Since  the  late  19th  century,  it  has 
been  customary  in  the  great  majority 
of  United  Methodist  churches  to  use 
unfermented  grape  juice  for  the  com¬ 
munion  wine.  While  this  is  not  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  church  law,  it  is  a  practice  that 
reflects  pastoral  concern  for  recover¬ 
ing  alcholics  and  respect  for  the  con¬ 
sciences  of  total  abstainers. 
Non-alcoholic  wine  is  now  also  widely 
available  and  might  be  used.” 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


for  the  worship  book. 

Nearly  300,00  questionnaires  have 
been  distributed  through  such  publi¬ 
cations  as  “Circuit  Rider,”  the  maga¬ 
zine  for  United  Methodist  clergy,  and 
“The  Interpreter,”  the  magazine  for 
local-church  lay  and  clergy  leaders. 

Two  consultations  on  worship  also 
are  planned  as  part  of  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  opinion-gathering  procedure. 

In  April,  a  consultation  on  worship 
in  small  congregations  is  scheduled  at 
the  denomination’s  Hinton  Rural  Life 
Center  in  Hayesville,  N.C. 

In  July,  a  36-person  interracial 
roundtable  on  worship  will  be  open  in 
Claremont,  Calif.,  to  the  expected 
1,000  participants  in  the  biennial  na¬ 
tional  convocation  of  the  Fellowship 
of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Mu¬ 
sic  and  Other  Arts. 

Creation  of  a  new  worship  book 
was  ordered  by  the  1988  session  of  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  body,  the 
General  Conference. 

During  its  Feb.  20-22  meeting,  the 
committee  agreed  to  use  what  is 
known  as  the  “General  Services”  in 
the  new  hymnal  as  the  core  of  the 
worship  book. 

These  include  services  of  Sunday 
worship,  communion,  baptism,  mar¬ 
riage,  funerals,  and  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning  prayer. 

The  new  worship  book  is  to  differ 
from  the  hymnal  by  providing  more 
instruction  for  worship  leaders. 

These  instructions  are  to  explain 
how  to  conduct  a  ritual  and  why  spe¬ 
cific  presentations  of  the  sacraments, 
such  as  baptism,  are  essential  theo¬ 
logically. 

Other  things  the  committee  consid¬ 
ered  putting  in  the  worship  book 
were: 

/  Rituals  from  ethnic  cultures. 

/  Services  from  the  former  Meth¬ 
odist  and  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  churches. 

/  A  psalter,  possibly  including  35 
psalms  deleted  from  the  new  hymnal. 

The  committee  is  to  meet  three 
times  each  year  through  1991  to  com¬ 
pile  the  book. 

Its  final  recommendation  are  to  be 
acted  upon  by  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  at  its  fall  1991  meeting  and  by 
the  1992  General  Conference  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky. 


Women: 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE— With  all  the  things 
that  women  in  United  Methodism  have 
achieved  in  the  past  16  years,  is  an  agen¬ 
cy  that  advocates  equality  for  women 
still  needed  in  the  denomination? 

Rose  Thomason  and  Barbara  Thomp¬ 
son  definitely  think  so.  They  led  the  fight 
for  creation  of  the  church’s  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  in  the  UMC  in  the  early  1970s. 

During  the  meeting  of  that  same  agen¬ 
cy  Feb.  23-26  in  Baltimore,  those  women 
said  The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
not  outlived  the  need  for  such  an  agency. 

Mrs.  Thomason,  a  member  of  Fair 
lington  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alex¬ 
andria,  Va.,  lobbied  the  1972  General 
Conference  to  create  the  women’s  com¬ 
mission.  She  said  that,  without  the  com¬ 
mission,  women’s  progress  in  the  church 
will  erode. 

“In  1972,  women  were  struggling  for  or¬ 
dination  and  equality  in  the  church,”  said 
Mrs.  Thomason.  “Today,  in  no  other  reli- 


Despite  gains  of  past  16  years ,  United  Methodists  still  need 
advocacy  agency ,  say  two  who  led  fight  to  create  COS  ROW 


gious  group  have  women  achieved  the 
marvelous  success  that  women  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  have  achieved. 

"We’re  the  only  church  that  has  an  or¬ 
ganization  that  advocates  for  women.” 

She  cited  these  contrasts: 

/  In  1972,  371  women  had  been  or¬ 
dained  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
In  1988,  there  were  3,444. 

/In  1972,  13  percent  of  delegates  to 
the  church’s  highest  legislative  body,  the 
General  Conference,  were  women.  In  1988, 
51  percent  of  lay  delegates  were  women. 

/  In  1972,  one  clergywoman  was 
serving  as  a  district  superintendent.  In 
1988,  41  clergy  women  had  that  leader¬ 
ship  role. 

/  In  1972,  the  church  had  no  woman 
bishop.  Since  then,  five  have  been  elected. 

“Without  COSROW,  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  would  not  have  achieved  in¬ 
clusiveness,”  Mrs.  Thomason  said. 

Mrs.  Thompson,  a  Washington  laywom- 
an  who  served  as  the  women’s  commis¬ 


sion’s  first  (1972-78)  president,  added  that 
there  are  more  women  in  annual  confer¬ 
ence  leadership  positions  and  more  wom¬ 
en  studying  and  teaching  at  theological 
seminaries  than  there  were  before  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  agency. 

She  said  she  is  grateful  that  the  agency 
survived,  despite  a  vote  by  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  “that  came  dangerously 
close  to  abolishing  COSROW.” 

“But  if  it  didn’t  survive,  COSROW  had 
done  what  it  was  supposed  to  do,"  she  said. 

After  serving  as  elected  leader  of  the 
women’s  commission,  Mrs.  Thompson 
became  chief  staff  executive  of  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  in  1984. 

“We  have  not  outlived  the  need  of  a 
General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,”  said  Mrs.  Thompson. 
“The  commission  must  continue  to  push 
women’s  concerns  and  not  let  the  church 
forget  that  we  are  also  a  part  of  the  body 
of  Christ.  As  long  as  one  part  suffers,  the 
whole  body  suffers.” 


Barbara  Thompson 
. . .  COSROW  still  needed 


Church  members  help  flood  victims  go  home 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  in  Kentucky,  and 
Tennessee  have  come  to,  the  aid.  of  flood 
victims  following  weeks  of  continuous 
rain  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

“The  government  will  move  people  out 
of  their  homes  when  it  floods,  but  it  can’t 
help  them  get  back  in,”  said  Bishop  Robert 
H.  Spain  (Louisville,  Ky.,  Area).  “We’re  go¬ 
ing  to  help  those  people  when  it  comes 
time  to  move  back  into  their  homes.” 

“We’ve  got  a  lot  of  elderly  women  liv¬ 
ing  down  there  alone  that  are  at  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  everyone  else  that  especially  need 
our  help.” 


Bishop  Spain  made  a  site  visit  Feb.  23 
to  Lebanon  Junction  in  middle  Kentucky 
to  assure  flood  victims  that  they  could 
depend  on  United  Methodists  for  help. 

Flooding  occurred  last  month  within 
the  boundaries  of  five  of  the  church’s  73 
U  S.  annual  conferences— Kentucky, 
Louisville,  Memphis,  Red  Bird  Mission¬ 
ary  and  Tennessee. 

Added  to  flood  victims’  problems  were 
snow  and  freezing  temperatures. 

Bishop  Spain  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  Louisville  conference  has  proposed  a 
conferencewide  offering  for  a  Sunday  in 
March.  That  money  will  be  used  for 
more  flood  relief. 


Members  of  the  Memphis  conference 
in  western  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  have 
also  mobilized  United  Methodists  to  send 
supplies  to  the  needy  in  their  area. 

Cathy  Farmer,  editor  of  the  Memphis 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter,  said 
$2,000  has  been  approved  from  a  hunger 
fund  to  buy  food  for  flood  victims. 

“At  least  a  ton  of  canned  goods  and 
staples  has  also  been  distributed  by  the 
Jackson  (Tenn.)  Food  Depot  for  Obion 
County  flood  victims,”  said  Ms.  Farmer. 

The  Rev.  Gary  L.  Bekofske,  staff  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  said  his  agency  has  investigat¬ 
ed  the  situation  and  is  working  hand-in- 


How  can  ties  to  Roman  Catholics, 
Pentecostals  be  improved,  NCC  asks 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 
The  National  Council  of  Churches  this 
spring  will  begin  exploring  ways  to 
strengthen  ties  with  Roman  Catholics,  con¬ 
servative  evangelicals  and  Pentecostals. 

At  a  meeting  in  New  York  Feb.  17,  the 
Council’s  executive  committee  voted  to 
name  a  six-member  committee  at  the  May 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK-The  National  Council  of 
Churches’  chief  public  policy  executive 
says  he  is  optimistic  that  President 
George  Bush  will,  as  Mr.  Bush  has  prom¬ 
ised,  lead  the  country  down  a  “kinder, 
gentler”  path. 

James  A.  Hamilton,  the  NCC’s  asso¬ 
ciate  general  secretary  for  public  policy, 
offered  that  assessment  to  the  Council’s 
executive  committee  meeting  recently. 

Because  of  its  liberal  position  on  many 
issues— such  as  Central  America  and 
South  Africa— the  NCC  had  a  less-than- 
warm  relationship  with  the  White  House 
during  the  Reagan  years. 

But  with  the  election  of  Mr.  Bush,  the 
NCC  public  policy  expert  sees  a  ray  of 
hope. 

“We  were  promised  a  kinder,  gentler 
nation,"  Mr.  Hamilton  said,  quoting  state¬ 
ments  made  by  Mr.  Bush  during  the  cam¬ 
paign.  “Are  we  going  to  have  a  kinder, 
gentler  administration?  Yes,  I  think  so.” 

According  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  con¬ 
trast  between  Mr.  Bush  and  Mr.  Reagan 
was  apparent  in  terms  of  their  ongoing 
relations  with  black  leaders  during  the 
Reagan  years. 

While  Mr.  Reagan  shut  off  access  to 
blacks,  Mr.  Hamilton  contended,  the 
door  to  the  vice  president’s  office  “was 
always  open  to  the  leadership  of  black 
organizations  in  this  country." 

Mr.  Hamilton  predicted  access  to  the 
Oval  Office  will  be  improved  for  organi¬ 
zations,  such  as  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  which  support  liberal  causes. 

“There’s  going  to  be  access,  I’m  con¬ 
vinced,"  said  Mr.  Hamilton. 


meeting  of  the  NCC’s  Governing  Board. 

That  committee  will  be  assigned  to 
formulate  recommendations  on  ties  with 
those  groups. 

The  action  comes  as  a  result  of  a  di¬ 
rective  issued  by  the  Governing  Board  at 
its  fall  meeting  in  Tarrytown,  N.Y. 

At  that  meeting,  and  during  a  special 
high-level  “consultation”  that  preceded 


“We  were  promised  a 
‘kinder,  gentler  nation.’ 
Are  we  going  to  have  it? 
I  think  so.” 

— James  Hamilton 


He  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Bush’s  secre¬ 
tary  of  state,  James  Baker,  met  Jan.  31 
with  a  group  of  church  leaders  protest¬ 
ing  apartheid  in  South  Africa  during  a 
tour  sponsored  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  National  Council. 

The  Bush  administration,  Mr.  Hamilton 
told  executive  committee  members,  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  “less  ideologically  driven”  and 
willing  to  make  a  "good  faith  effort"  to  at 
least  listen  to  what  the  NCC  has  to  say. 


it,  the  lack  of  strong  ties  with  Roman 
Catholics,  conservative  evangelicals  and 
Pentecostals  became  a  major  focal  point 
as  delegates  discussed  the  “crisis”  facing 
the  NCC. 

The  Council’s  most  immediate  and  vis¬ 
ible  “crisis”  is  viewed  as  financial,  and  a 
special  “Committee  of  Fifteen”  is  at 
work  attempting  to  refashion  the  NCC’s 
internal  structure  to  make  it  a  leaner, 
more  efficient  and  accountable  opera¬ 
tion  (see  Reporter,  Feb.  24). 

At  the  same  time  that  committee  is  at¬ 
tempting  to  maintain  the  ideal  of  the 
Council  as  a  “community  of  commu¬ 
nions,”  the  vision  of  the  NCC’s  32  inde¬ 
pendent  member  denominations 
organized  to  address  common  concerns. 

Absent  from  that  ecumenical  table, 
though,  ever  since  the  founding  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  in  1950  have  been  significant  segments 
of  the  Christian  community,  including  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics,  conservative  evangelicals 
and  Pentecostals.  Although  those  groups 
have  relations  at  various  levels  with  the 
NCC,  they  are  not  full  members. 

Increasingly,  strengthening  ties  with 
those  groups  is  being  viewed  in  NCC  cir¬ 
cles  as  an  important  long-term  initia¬ 
tive— not  only  for  the  survival  of  the 
Council  at  a  time  when  its  “mainstream” 
member  denominations  appear  to  be  on 
the  downswing  but  as  an  important  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  biblical  admonition  for 
church  unity. 


THE  CANADIAN  ROCKIES 

THE  SOVIET  UNION 

A  TRANSATLANTIC  CRUISE 

June  19  -  July  1.  1989-  Eleven  days  seeing  the  best  in  the  AMERICAN  and  CANADIAN 
ROCKIES 

July  24-  August  2.  1989-  A  10-day  trip  to  the  USSR  and  FINLAND-  Moscow,  Leningrad, 
Sochi  (Russia's  largest  Black  Sea  resort),  and  Helsinki. 

October  12-27,  1989  -  Cruise  to  EUROPE  aboard  the  luxury  liner  Westerdam  with  stops  at 
BERMUDA,  the  AZORES,  LISBON  and  a  3-day  stop  in  LONDON.  Return  by  air.  (Cruise 
ship  filling  fast.  Hurry  on  this  one!) 

Trips  planned  and  led  by  retired  university  dean  who  is  a  conference  member.  More  than 
twenty  years  leading  educational  groups  to  all  areas  of  the  world,  including  six  groups  to  the 
Soviet  Union.  This  is  meaningful  travel  with  a  greater  sense  of  freedom  when  accompanied 
by  one  with  extensive  travel  experience  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Write  or  call  DR  EARL  M.  TAPLEY  for  itinerary  and  detail  of  these  first-class  tours:  The  Earl  Tapley 
Tours.  1102  Burke  Ave,  Fairway  Estates,  Dunedin,  FL  34698.  Phone  (813)  734-1924. 


NCC  official  states  optimism 
about  ‘kinder,  gentler 9  path 


hand  with  the  annual  conferences. 

United  Methodists  who  wish  to  assist 
flood  victims  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
should  send  it  via  their  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  and  designate  it  for  "Do¬ 
mestic  Relief.  Advance  No.  901670.” 


IS  A  SOUL  WORTH  $13 


PARIMALA  is  like  many  of  the 
homeless  children  in  our  world. 
Her  father  is  deceased,  and  the 
mother  earns  a  dime  a  day  by 
working  in  the  fields.  Parimala 
has  been  accepted  into  the  chil¬ 
dren's  orphanage  in  South  India. 
She  is  in  kindergarten  and  her  fa¬ 
vorite  subject  is  science. 

Would  you  give  her  a  chance  in 
life?  You  could  sponsor  her  through 
WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  for 
$13  a  month  and  provide  her  with 
food  for  body  and  spirit  plus  an  edu¬ 
cation.  WCI  is  U.S.  government  ap¬ 
proved  and  all  donations  are 
tax-deductible.  The  corporation  sent 
88%  of  funds  received  overseas  for 
the  children  last  year. 

You  will  receive  the  child's  photo, 
name  and  address  along  with  com¬ 
plete  information  on  the  sponsorship 
program.  No  contracts  are  signed. 

Sponsorship  is  a  worthy  project 
for  an  individual,  family  or  church 
group.  Needy  children  are  available 
in  India,  Taiwan  and  Korea.  Would 
you  share  your  blessings  with  one  of 
God’s  less  fortunate  children? 
Please  write  today. 


WORLD'S 


CHILDREN 


Enclosed  It  payment  lor  lint  month 


I  Slot*  and  Zip  _ _ I 

|  World’*  Children,  Inc.  1 

Mr*.  Carol  Ivay,  Director  1 

P.O.  Box  2979  1 

I  Winter  Haven.  FL  33880  I 
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Basketball  champ  wins  in  ministry,  too 

Healing  central  to  mission  of  6-foot- 7  Colorado  Pastor  Ed  Beck 
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MARCH  3,  1989 


By  RITA  HEALY 

The  April  1-3  National  College  Athlet¬ 
ic  Association  basketball  finals  in  Seattle 
will  mark  31  years  since  the  Rev. 
Edward  P.  Beck  was  captain  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Kentucky’s  1958  NCAA  cham¬ 
pionship  team. 

He’s  shrunk  an  inch. 

But  the  celebrity  of  this  6-foot-7  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister  extends  beyond 
the  basketball  court. 

On  a  personal  level,  he  has  written  a 
book  about  his  first  wife’s  death  from 
cancer  in  1957. 

The  book,  “A  Love  to  Live  By,"  has  re¬ 
ceived  praise  from  former  sports  com¬ 
mentator  and  Kentucky  first  lady  Phyllis 
George  Brown,  Los  Angeles  Laker  coach 
Pat  Riley  and  entertainer  Kenny  Rogers. 
A  movie  version  is  planned. 

Church  neglects  healing 

On  a  professional  level,  Mr.  Beck 
serves  one  of  the  fastest-growing  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference  and  is  trying  to  resurrect 
"healing”  as  part  of  United  Methodist 
ministry.  Mr  Beck  said  he  believes  that 
part  of  Christ’s  "preaching,  teaching  and 
healing"  example  of  ministry  is  being 
neglected  today. 

The  contemporary  church  has  dealt 
with  healing  by  building  hospitals,  Mr. 
Beck  said.  But  his  Sunrise  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Church  in  Colorado  Springs  offers 
regular  healing  services  featuring 
prayer  and  anointing  with  oil. 

"People  come  for  themselves,  for  oth¬ 
ers,  for  the  church,  for  the  world,"  said 
Mr.  Beck. 

Based  on  a  life  and  career  marked  by 
the  unorthodox.  Mr.  Beck  offered  the  fol¬ 
lowing  observations  in  a  recent  wide- 
ranging  interview: 

•A  primary  reason  for  the  mainline 
church’s  decline:  "We’ve  become  too  sat¬ 
isfied.  We’re  middle  to  upper  America. 
Historically,  movement  in  the  church 
has  been  among  the  poor." 

•  The  UMC  decline  may  reverse  as  to¬ 
day’s  trend  toward  biblically  rooted  the¬ 
ology  replaces  humanist  theology. 

•  "Music  will  make  your  church  or 
break  your  church.”  Sunrise  UMC  has 
five  choirs.  He'd  like  it  to  have  15. 

•  “Athletes  are  usually  individuals  of 
faith  They  believe'that  they  can  do  bet¬ 
ter.  They’ve  had  experiences  where 
they’ve  performed  beyond  their  abilities. 
Other  athletes  will  listen  to  Christian 
testimony.” 

•  “Somewhere  down  the  road  pro 
teams  are  going  to  have  to  ban  drug  us¬ 
ers  for  life;  colleges  also  are  going  to 
have  to  get  tough." 

Mr.  Beck  is  among  those  who  remem¬ 
ber  the  late  Methodist  lay  evangelist 


Harry  Denman  (see  UMR,  Dec.  30). 

Harry  Denman  remembered 

Following  graduation  from  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University 
in  Atlanta  in  1962,  Mr.  Beck  went  to 
work  for  the  old  General  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism’s  New  Life  Ministries  in  Nash¬ 
ville  under  Dr.  Denman. 

Mr.  Beck  remembers  in  awe  Dr.  Den¬ 
man’s  prayer  for  every  bishop  every  day, 
by  name. 

Dr.  Denman  never  missed  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  talk  religion,  and  Mr.  Beck  said 
he  believes  that  was  because  of  an  inci¬ 
dent  that  occurred  when  Dr.  Denman 
was  traveling  as  a  young  man.  He  stayed 
at  a  certain  hotel  and  in  the  morning 
learned  that  the  desk  clerk  had  hung 
himself  during  the  night. 

Feeling  that  he’d  been  the  last  person 
to  speak  with  that  desk  clerk  and  that 
he’d  neglected  the  opportunity  to  speak 
of  God’s  love.  Dr.  Denman  became  asser¬ 
tively  evangelistic,  "a  modern  St.  Paul,” 
said  Mr.  Beck. 

Abilities  aid  efforts 

Mr.  Beck’s  own  evangelistic  efforts 
make  use  of  a  powerful  speaking  ability; 
a  good  memory  for  names,  faces  and  the 
Bible;  and  the  Disciple  Bible  Study. 

When  he  arrived  at  Sunrise  UMC  five 
years  ago,  membership  was  80.  Today 


it’s  873.  Median  age  is  36. 

Sunrise  UMC’s  new  $1.6  million  addi¬ 
tion,  completed  in  December,  contains  a 
theater.  Denying  a  personal  interest  in 
television  ministry,  Mr.  Beck  nonethe¬ 
less  hopes  his  congregation  will  produce 
video  materials  for  national  distribution. 

On  a  cold  winter  evening  at  the 
church,  he  greets  the  small  crowd  of 
faithful  settling  in  for  the  regular 
Wednesday  night  supper  and  classes. 

Taller  than  anyone  else  in  the  room, 
he  table  hops,  chatting  up  the  yuppie 
Jewish  physician  who  recently  converted 
to  United  Methodism,  remembering  the 
widow  who  moved  here  from  the  East  to 
be  near  a  married  daughter. 

“Ed's  in  a  class  of  his  own,"  said  an 
admirer,  as  Mr.  Beck  strides  off  to  teach 
a  class  in  Revelation. 

("You  do  not  read  or  study  the  book  of 
Revelation  to  get  more  information,” 
Mr.  Beck  tells  20  people  in  a  classroom, 
including  Faye,  his  wife  of  28  years,  at¬ 
tractively  turned  out  in  sweats  and  at¬ 
tentive  in  the  first  row.  “It  is  a  poem, 
sheer  poetry.") 

Citing  Mr.  Beck’s  early  renown  from 
experiences  with  his  first  wife’s  tragic 
death  and  in  the  University  of  Ken¬ 
tucky’s  basketball  program,  the  admirer 
added,  "And  of  course  there’s  his  size. 
You  have  to  listen  to  him.  You  don’t  dare 
not  listen." 


Clerics  protest  election 
of  former  Klan  leader 


the  church  today 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

BATON  ROUGE,  La. — The  election  of 
former  Ku  Klux  Klan  leader  David  Duke 
to  the  Louisiana  state  legislature  has 
come  under  fire  by  United  Methodists 
and  other  Christians  in  the  state. 

The  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  a  United 
Methodist  who  directs  the  Louisiana  In¬ 
terchurch  Conference,  said  pastors  of 
United  Methodist,  Southern  Baptist, 
Presbyterian,  Episcopalian  and  Roman 
Catholic  churches  in  the  81st  District, 
where  Mr.  Duke  ran,  issued  a  statement 
read  in  local  churches  before  the  Feb.  18 
election. 

The  statement  didn’t  name  specific  can¬ 
didates  but  warned  church  members  to 
“be  careful  to  inform  themselves  of  the 
background  of  the  candidates  involved." 

The  ecumenical  statement  continued, 
"The  problems  that  we  face  must  not  be 
used  to  reverse  the  progress  we  have 
made  toward  racial  equality." 

United  Methodist  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden  (Louisiana  Area)  told  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service,  "Racism  is  still  alive 
in  our  society,  and  it  is  dangerously 


cloaked  in  respectability. 

"This  election  does  not  represent  the 
spirit  of  inclusiveness  I  have  witnessed 
in  Louisiana  communities  and  churches, 
however.” 

Bishop  Oden  was  part  of  an  effort  to 
have  a  statement,  titled  “The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Race"  from  the 
church’s  Book  of  Resolutions,  included  as 
an  insert  in  local  church  bulletins  before 
the  election. 

Both  Mr.  Duke  and  opponent  John 
Treen,  a  United  Methodist  layman,  ran  on 
the  Republican  ticket  in  the  runoff  elec¬ 
tion.  President  Bush  and  former  President 
Reagan  denounced  Mr.  Duke’s  candidacy. 

Mr.  Stovall  said  he  visited  about  200 
homes  in  the  Metairie  District  to  oppose 
the  Duke  candidacy.  He  said  he  concluded 
that  Mr.  Duke  won  because  Louisiana  peo¬ 
ple  are  frustrated  with  social  and  economic 
conditions  and  are  looking  for  someone  to 
blame,  be  it  the  federal  government,  ethnic 
minorities  or  Jews. 

Mr.  Stovall  also  cited  Mr.  Duke’s 
"suave  personality"  and  ability  to  dis¬ 
guise  racist  doctrine  in  speeches:  "Same 
song,  second  verse.  ” 


Bishop  T.  Otto  Nall,  88, 
dies  of  heart  disease 

CLEARWATER,  Fla.  (UMNS)-Re- 
tired  Bishop  T.  Otto  Nall,  88,  known  by 
many  as  the  “dean  of  Methodist  editors,” 
died  Feb.  21  of  heart  disease. 

For  38  years  he  worked  for  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House,  editing  “The 
Christian  Advocate”  and  writing  books 
for  youths.  He  served  as  president  of  the 
Methodist  Press  Association  and  Associ¬ 
ated  Church  Press  and  was  named  to  the 
Hall  of  Fame  by  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators  in  1983. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1960,  Bish¬ 
op  Nall  served  eight  years  in  the  Minneso¬ 
ta  Area.  He  served  1968-72  as  bishop  of  the 
Hong  Kong-Taiwan  Area,  preparing  con¬ 
ferences  there  for  autonomy. 

Oklahoma  pastor  picked  to  lead 
unofficial  Good  News  caucus 

WILMORE,  Ky.  (UMNS)— The  pastor 
of  the  5,000-member  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  was 
named  chairman  of  the  unofficial  Good 
News  evangelical  caucus  during  its  Jan¬ 
uary  board  of  directors  meeting. 


How  should  UMs  see  Philippines? 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

The  first  thing  United  Methodists  must 
do  to  support  people  of  the  Philippines  is 
“to  see  the  country’s  problems  through 
the  eyes  of  the  women  and  children." 

That’s  the  consensus  of  three  United 
Methodists  who  attended  a  women’s  ecu* 
menical  study  tour  of  the  Philippines 
last  month.  The  tour  was  sponsored  by 
Church  Women  United,  an  ecumenical 
lay  movement  in  the  United  States. 

The  16-woman  delegation,  most  of 
whom  paid  their  own  expenses,  repre¬ 
sented  11  denominations  in  14  states. 

Information  they  gathered  will  be  used 
as  part  of  Church  Women  United’s  five- 
year  program  of  eliminating  root  causes 
of  poverty  in  women  and  children. 

The  Philippines  is  also  one  subject  of 
the  1989  ecumenical  mission  study  coor¬ 
dinated  in  this  country  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

In  The  United  Methodist  Church,  for 
instance,  thousands  of  United  Methodist 
Women  will  discuss  that  country  as  one 
of  three  mission  studies  during  Schools 
of  Christian  Mission  beginning  this  June. 

United  Methodists  in  the  group  were 


Mrs.  Virginia  Allen,  a  member  of  Oak 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlan¬ 
ta;  the  Rev.  Kathleen  C.  Clark,  United 
Methodist  missionary  in  Greenfield,  Iowa; 
and  Mrs.  Grace  King,  a  member  of  Jim 
Falls  (Wis.)  United  Methodist  Church. 

What  will  the  women  say  to  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  about  the  Philippines? 

"One  thing  I  want  to  get  across  is  that 
many  of  us  have  a  stereotype  of  the  Fili¬ 
pino  people  and  their  lifestyles,  which 
needs  to  be  corrected,”  said  Mrs.  Allen. 
"We  need  to  do  a  lot  more  studying  and  a 
lot  more  listening  to  the  people." 

Ms.  Gark,  a  church  and  community 
worker  in  rural  ministries,  said  she  will 
tell  people  in  the  United  Methodist  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  about  the  plight  of 
poor  Filipino  women  and  children. 

Ms.  Clark  said  she  plans  to  discuss 
"the  enormous  monetary  debt  that  the 
Philippines  owes  other  countries  and 
how  it  will  affect  Filipinos  in  the  fu¬ 
ture."  Most  of  the  country’s  income  is  be¬ 
ing  used  to  pay  back  the  debt,  she  said. 

"The  economy  in  that  country  is  in 
shambles,”  agreed  Mrs.  Allen.  "Even 
though  the  country  has  a  new  govern¬ 
ment  under  President  Corazon  Aquino, 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation's  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 
P.O  Box  222198 
Dallas,  TX  75222 


the  condition  of  the  country  has  not  im¬ 
proved  at  the  grass-roots  level. 

“The  other  thing  that  I  will  always  re¬ 
member  is  seeing  the  large  number  of 
prostitutes.  One  of  my  assignments  was  to 
spend  some  time  talking  to  a  prostitute.  I 
found  out  that  a  lot  of  them  are  servicing 
the  men  at  American  military  bases. 

"That  gets  to  you,  and  it  hurts.  One 
young  lady  told  me  prostitution  was  the 
only  thing  she  could  do  to  survive. 

“When  you  hear  stories  like  that,  it 
makes  you  cry  a  lot.  But  we’ve  got  to  do 
more  than  that.  We’ve  got  to  study  the 
problem,  then  educate  other  church  wom¬ 
en,  so  we  can  help  to  find  a  solution.” 

While  in  the  Philippines,  the  church 
women  were  the  guests  of  Pilipina,  a 
women’s  rights  organization  in  Manila. 

The  church  women  also  met  with  Puri- 
tao  Cajiuat,  a  United  Methodist  laywom- 
en  who  is  president  of  Church  Women 
United  in  the  Philippines. 

Two  bishops 
recovering 
from  surgery 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Two  United  Methodist  episcopal  lead¬ 
ers— Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  (Kansas 
Area)  and  Bishop  Ernest  C.  Newman 
(Nashville  Area)— are  recuperating  from 
recent  major  surgery. 

Bishop  Hicks,  65,  had  a  tumor  re¬ 
moved  Feb.  17  from  the  lining  of  his 
stomach,  according  to  his  secretary, 
Sharon  Wagoner  of  Topeka,  Kan. 

She  said  tests  showed  that  the  tumor 
was  benign. 

“We’re  all  very  relieved,”  she  said. 
"He's  making  very  good  progress." 

The  surgery  was  performed  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  where  Bishop  Hicks  lived  for 
eight  years  until  1984  as  episcopal  leader 
of  the  Arkansas  Area,  Ms.  Wagoner  said. 

She  said  the  bishop  has  canceled  appoint¬ 
ments  through*  the  first  week  of  April. 

Bishop  Newman,  60,  had  triple  bypass 
surgery  Feb.  14,  according  to  his  daughter, 
Kathy  McCoy. 

Ms.  McCoy  said  her  father  was  released 
Feb.  21  from  St.  Thomas  Hospital  in  Nash¬ 
ville  and  was  recuperating  at  home. 

"He's  doing  just  fine,"  she  said,  adding 
that  the  bishop  felt  “much  better”  since 
experiencing  chest  pains  that  prompted 
his  admission  to  the  hospital  and  eventu¬ 
al  bypass  surgery. 

Bishop  Newman  suffered  a  heart  at¬ 
tack  two  years  ago,  Ms.  McCoy  said. 

She  said  the  bishop  is  not  planning  to  re¬ 
turn  to  work  for  at  least  three  months. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


The  Rev.  William  C.  Mason  succeeds 
Helen  Rhea  Coppedge  of  Fort  Valley,  Ga., 
who  completed  a  four-year  term.  She  is 
now  chairwoman  of  the  board  of  Bristol 
Books,  the  Good  News  publishing  arm. 

Mr.  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky-based  organization  for  10  years, 
has  served  as  pastor  of  Asbury  UMC, 
third  largest  UM  congregation  in  Tulsa, 
for  25  years. 

University  to  build  memorial 
for  victims  of  December  crash 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.— The  entire  pedes¬ 
trian  entrance  way  to  Syracuse  Universi¬ 
ty  is  to  be  rebuilt  to  create  a  “Place  of 
Remembrance"  for  the  35  students  killed 
in  the  Dec.  21  airplane  crash  of  Pan  Am 
Flight  103. 

Officials  at  the  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  university  said  construction  on  the 
project  is  to  begin  in  May. 

The  centerpiece  of  the  memorial  is  to 
be  a  four-foot  high,  limestone  wall,  with 
the  names  of  the  students  engraved  in 
the  granite. 

“Each  time  we  pass  this  permanent 
memorial,  we  will  be  reminded  of  the 
loved  ones  we  miss,"  said  Nirelle  Galson, 
director  of  university  programs  abroad, 
in  “The  Syracuse  Record.” 

Interim  director  chosen 
for  Gulfside  Assembly 

WAVELAND,  Miss.— The  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  has  assigned  staff  executive  Mar¬ 
ian  Martin  to  serve  for  one  year  as 
interim  director  for  program  develop¬ 
ment  of  Gulfside  United  Methodist  As¬ 
sembly  in  Waveland. 

Mrs.  Martin  told  the  Reporter  she  has 
been  asked  to  develop  new  mission  edu¬ 
cation  programs  for  youth  campers,  pas¬ 
tors  schools,  and  laity  retreats.  She  will 
also  coordinate  initial  construction  of  a 
living  community  for  senior  adults  fund¬ 
ed  from  a  grant  from  the  mission  board’s 
health  and  welfare  department. 

Gulfside  Assembly  is  a  140-acre  retreat 
center  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  founded 
by  black  Methodists  96  years  ago. 


Partnership 
in  Missions 

/1DWMC£ 

No  gift  too  small 

Indian  youths  gather  around  a  book.  A  program  supported  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  teaches  youths  ages  10  to  15  to  read  and 
write.  Only  36  percent  of  the  Indian  population  can  read  and  write.  That’s 
because  most  children  must  quit  school  to  help  support  their  families. 

Needy  Indians  in  20  villages 
benefit  from  Advance  gifts 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  combating  root 
causes  of  hunger  in  India  though  agricul¬ 
tural  development. 

Money  for  much  of  that  work— done 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief— comes  from  contributions  to 
the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church— 
the  denomination’s  program  of  designat¬ 
ed,  second-mile  giving. 

One  project  supported  by  the  relief 
committee  supports  helps  people  in  20 
villages  with  agricultural  practices,  well 
drilling  and  vocational  training  to  sup¬ 
plement  agricultural  incomes.  It’s  ad¬ 
ministered  by  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  missionaries  100  miles  east  of 
Hyderabad,  India. 

"One  problem  in  India  is  (that  many 
farmers  have  small  plots  of  land  that 
need  irrigation,  but  they  cannot  afford 
it,”  said  Ellis  Shenk  of  CODEL  Inc.,  an 
ecumenical  agency  working  with  the  UM 
relief  committee  in  India. 

“Then  there  are  landless  families  that 
hire  themselves  out  to  farmers.  But 
when  the  farmers  have  problems,  the  la¬ 
borers  need  other  sources  of  income. 

This  program  gives  those  people  voca¬ 
tional  training.” 

The  United  Methodist-supported  pro¬ 
gram  provides  instruction  in  animal  hus¬ 
bandry,  agricultural  methods  and  other 
skills. 

Mr.  Shenk  said  the  program  also 
teaches  to  youths  ages  10  to  15  to  read 
and  write.  In  India,  only  36  percent  of  the 
population  can  read  or  write.  That’s  be¬ 
cause  most  children  are  required  to 
work  to  help  support  the  family  instead 
of  going  to  school. 

"When  someone  is  illiterate,  their  chance 
of  getting  married  or  getting  a  good  job  is  a 
downward  path,"  said  Mr.  Shenk.  “We  help 
the  youths  of  India  gain  enough  literacy  so 
they  can  read  documents  and  be  trained  in 
other  vocational  programs.” 

With  help  from  United  Methodist  Ad¬ 


vance  Special  funds,  project  officials 
hope  to: 

S  Dig  and  equip  30  common  wells 
with  pumps  for  farming  communities. 

The  wells  are  to  serve  150  families  and 
irrigate  crops  to  increase  the  harvest. 
Ten  wells  have  been  built,  with  more 
scheduled  in  1989. 

S  Distribute  milk-giving  buffalos  to 
100  families  to  increase  their  incomes. 

Milk-giving  buffalos  will  be  given  to 
landless  farmers  who  rely  on  limited  in¬ 
come  and  to  widows  with  children.  The 
buffalo  milk  provides  food  and  a  source 
of  income  for  the  families.  Last  year,  26 
buffalos  were  distributed.  Another  24  are 
to  be  given  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

S  Teach  more  youths  to  read  and 
write. 

Ten  educational  centers  have  been  es¬ 
tablished.  They  teach  as  many  as  300  stu¬ 
dents.  More  centers  are  planned  in  1989. 

Gifts  to  assist  this  mission  project  can 
be  sent  via  any  annual  conference  trea¬ 
surer  and  designated  for  "Assisting  Poor 
and  Landless  Farmers,”  Advance  No. 
212343-2. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
*25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
*10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE.  FIRST  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  850  16th  Street,  Modesto,  CA 
95354-Three-quarter  to  full-time  Director  of  Music. 
Responsibilities:  adult,  graded  youth  and  handbell 
choirs.  Degree  required.  Salary  negotiable.  Posi¬ 
tion  available  July  1.  1989.  Send  resume  and  sup¬ 
porting  materials  to:  Search  Committee  at  church 
address  by  May  1, 1989. 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Tapp  Me¬ 
morial  UMC.  New  Boston,  Texas.  600  member  con¬ 
gregation  with  growing  children's  department. 
Develop  full  program  in  both  areas.  Work  with 
children,  youth  choir  and  handbell  directors.  Full¬ 
time.  Send  resume:  Jimmy  Williams,  Box  35,  New 
Boston,  TX  75570. 


ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY  Responsi¬ 
ble  for  relating  services  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  to  the  annual  conferences,  ministerial 
and  lay  participants,  and  surviving  beneficiaries  in 
pension  and  benefit  plans.  Must  be  deereed  and  re¬ 
tain  membership  in  UMC.  Business  administration 
experience  or  background  and/or  knowledge  of 
pension  and  benefit  programs  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Christyne  Mackey,  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions,  1200  Davis  Street,  Evanston.  IL  60201.  Apply 
by  March  15. 


DIRECTOR  NEEDED  FOR  A  LICENSED  chil¬ 
dren’s  morning  out  and  preschool  half-day  pro¬ 
gram.  Teaching  certificate  required;  early 
childhood  experience  preferred.  Contact.  Rev. 
Dan  Williams,  Chapel  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church.  12411  Templeton  Trail,  Dallas,  TX  75234. 
(214)241-5002. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED  for 
1800-member  church  with  200  plus  youth  on  roll. 
Salary  and  benefits  negotiable  based  on  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Bill  Lovell,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  217  East  Main  Street. 
Hendersonville,  TN  37075. 


WANTED:  PASTORAL  COUNSELOR  to  begin  a 
counseling  ministry  at  church  of  2800  members. 
Seeking  an  ordained  United  Methodist  Minister 
with  experience  in  counseling,  membership  in  the 
American  Association  of  Pastoral  Counselors  and / 
or  AAMFT.  Earned  doctorate  preferred.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Method- 
ist  Church,  P.O.  Box  334,  Albany.  GA  31702. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT  for 
church  of  1800  members.  Job  description  available. 
Salary  *18,000,  negotiable,  depending  on  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resumes  to:  Search  Committee,  FUMC, 
201  John  Wesley  Blvd.,  Bossier  City,  LA  71112. 


SUMMER  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  IS  BEING  sought 
for  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Rosenberg, 
Texas  Applicant  must  be  20  years  or  older  with 
experience  and  references.  Salary  will  be  *1,500 
plus.  Send  resume  to:  Dr,  William  Newcomb,  1122 
4th  Street,  Rosenberg, TX  77471. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  posi¬ 
tion  available  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Odessa,  Texas.  Our  church  of  2000  +  members  is 
seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  to  compliment  a  staff  including  a  Director  of 
Music,  Director  of  Youth  Ministry,  Associate  Pas¬ 
tor  and  Pastor.  Creative  leadership  is  encouraged. 
Education  program  is  strong.  We  desire  a  director 
with  experience.  Address  resumes  to:  Rev.  Charles 
N  Crutchfield,  First  UMC,  415  N.  Lee.  Odessa.  TX 
79761.  Telephone:  (915)337-1527. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  Chil¬ 
dren's  Ministries.  Training  and  experience  in 
Christian  education  required.  Send  resume  and  ref¬ 
erences  by  March  10  to:  Dr.  Kent  Millard,  Senior 
Pastor,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  401  S. 
Spring  Ave.,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57104. 


UNIVERSITY  UMC  HAS  OPENING  FOR  Asso¬ 
ciate  Pastor.  *25,000  package  (includes  housing)  in 
May-June.  Contact:  Rev.  Vannoy  at  2409  Guada¬ 
lupe,  Austin.  TX  78705.  (512)  478-9382. 


VICE  PRESIDENT/ ACADEMIC  DEAN.  Hiwassee 
College.  Hiwassee  College  is  a  private,  two-year 
residential  college,  affiliated  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  college  has  a  strong  libera) 
arts  tradition  as  well  as  a  commitment  to  techni¬ 
cal  and  non-degree  programs.  Qualifications: 
earned  doctorate;  administrative/managerial  ex¬ 
perience;  commitment  to  academic  excellence;  ef¬ 
fective  communication  style.  Responsibilities: 
chief  educational  officer  reporting  directly  to  the 
President;  provides  academic,  professional  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  leadership  for  all  educational  .pro¬ 
grams.  Starting  date  is  June  1,  1989.  Submit 
nominations  or  letter  of  application  with  resume 
and  supporting  vita  to:  Dr.  Beth  R.  Howard,  Chair¬ 
man.  Search  Committee,  Hiwassee  College,  Madi- 
sonville.  TN  37354. 


TOUR  CHINA  WITH  IWETA  McINTOSH,  JIM  and 
Ellen  Palmer  in  November  1989.  Meet  Chinese 
church  leaders.  Write  for  reservation  brochure: 
2214  Tenth  Street,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  76309. 


FOR  SALE.  MARTHA'S  VINEYARD.  Furnished  2 
bedroom  summer  cottage  in  historic  Oak  Bluffs 
Campground.  Excellent  condition.  Nice  neighbors. 
*129,500.  Call  (201)  377-2166. 


TRAINING  IN  SPIRITUAL  DIRECTION  (a  phy- 
chosynthesis  approach).  Opportunities  to  experi¬ 
ence  and  begin  training  in  this  unique  and  creative 
educative  process  being  offered  as  follows:  One- 
week  intensives:  June  11-16  in  Leavenworth,  KS; 
June  25-30  in  Winslow.  ME.  Two-week  intensives: 
July  16-28  in  Boerne,  TX;  July  30-August  11  in 
Maryknoll,  NY.  For  more  information/registra¬ 
tion  materials  write  or  telephone:  Dr.  Harold 
Edwards  (Rel.D.  STC,  Claremont),  9305  Glenlake 
Drive.  Austin.  TX  78730.  Home:  (512)  338-4533.  Of- 
fice  (512)454-7679. 


MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church.  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a 
trained  professional  Outstanding  persons  available. 
Free  service  Church  MusiciansY  National  Referral 
Service  Dept  18,  Box  36,  Huntington,  WV  25706-0036. 


WANTED.  JULY  1,  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education  for  large  suburban  church  with  respon¬ 
sibilities  for  children,  adults  and  family  minis¬ 
tries.  Desire  a  director  with  experience  and 
professional  degree.  Write,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  1032  Maple.  Downers  Grove,  IL  60515, 
or  call  (312)  968-7120  for  job  description. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  *145  week, 
*450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun.  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067,  627-9507 


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton.  TX  78358 


WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street,  San  Francis- 
co,  CA  94109(415)673-6768. 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions.  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 


"COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock¬ 
ies”.  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 
family  reunions,  etc.  Programming /resource  staff 
and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt.  Box  38.  Woodland 
Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME  Director  of 
Music  and  Program.  620-member  church.  Re¬ 
quires  training  in  sacred  music;  understanding  of 
worship.  Program  area  involves  oversight  of  lay 
volunteers  in  on-going  program,  developing  new 
program  possibilities  with  singles/senior  citizens. 
Applications  accepted  through  March  31.  Resume 
to:  Dr.  William  Treude,  FUMC,  106  East  Geve- 
land,  Beeville,  TX  78102. 


A  FAMILY  WORSHIP  CENTER  will  aid  daily  de¬ 
votions  and  will  be  inspiration  for  all  family  mem¬ 
bers.  Consists  of  a  stand,  scarf,  and  beautiful 
9  X 12  edition  “The  Best  of  the  Bible."  A  select 
scripture  for  each  day  of  the  year.  Your  check  for 
*49.95  includes  delivery.  Graham  Publishing,  Box 
1.  Lovington,  NM  88260. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  Crystal 
Lake,  Illinois,  45  miles  northwest  of  Chicago  look¬ 
ing  for  Director  of  Music  to  develop  an  exciting 
music  ministry,  superb  people  skills,  managerial 
ability,  proven  recruitment  skills.  2  manual,  37 
rank,  Cassavant  tracker  organ  with  variable  wind¬ 
ing.  Send  resume  by  May  15  to:  The  Rev  Ray 
Rhoads,  236  West  Crystal  Lake  Avenue,  Crystal 
Lake.  IL  60014.  (815)  459-0785 
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One  Out 
of  Many 


It  was  a  conference  of  clergy  where  we  were  sharing  the  joys  and  heart¬ 
aches  of  our  profession. 

I  remember  the  silent  one  in  the  group.  He  listened  without  verbally 
sharing.  We  were  studying  I  Corinthians  12  where  Paul  speaks  of  one  body 
with  diverse  gifts.  We  were  talking  about  frustrations  of  Parish  ministry 
because  of  all  the  many  different  expectations  that  parishioners  have  of  their 
pastors. 

He  finally  spoke  up.  *1  am  about  to  decide  that  it  is  impossible  to  have  so 
many  people  with  unlike  needs,  opinions  and  interests,  and  still  be  one  in  the 
spirit.” 

There  was  a  silence.  A  long  silence.  Finally,  a  colleague  spoke  softly,  “But 
that’s  precisely  what  Jesus  was  able  to  do  with  his  disciples,  and  does  he 
expect  any  less  of  today’s  church?” 

As  the  Cabinet  continues  in  the  appointive  process  those  words  still  ring  in 
my  ear. 
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Four  Districts  to  be  Realigned 


New  District  Superintendents  Announced 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  named 
three  new  District  Superintendents  as 
the  cabinet  began  it’s  Appointive  Pro¬ 
cess  last  week.  In  addition,  he  announced 
the  realignment  of  four  districts  with  the 
unanimous  affirmation  by  the  Cabinet. 
These  changes  will  become  effective  at 
the  close  of  the  Annual  Conference  ses¬ 
sion  in  June. 

The  new  superintendents  are: 

The  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  Alexan¬ 
dria  District 

The  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain,  New  Orleans 
District 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Poole,  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict 

The  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain  has  been  se¬ 
nior  minister  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  for  five  years. 
Born  in  Selmer,  Tennessee,  he  received 
his  B.A.  Degree  from  Northeast  Louisi¬ 
ana  University  and  his  Master  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  Degree  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Universi¬ 


ty.  Rev.  McClain  is  married  to  Mary  Ann 
Hixson  and  is  the  father  of  six  children. 
He  is  a  much  sought-after  speaker  for  re¬ 
vivals,  camp  meetings,  retreats  and  lec¬ 
tures.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  in  1988. 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Poole  has  been  se¬ 
nior  minister  of  the  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Natchitoches,  Louisiana  for 
the  past  five  years.  Rev.  Poole  was  born 
in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Northwestern  State  University 
and  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  Georgia.  He  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  Retta  Strickland,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  sons,  Jim  and  Martin. 
Rev.  Poole  has  taught  and  directed  the 
Jurisdictional  Laboratory  School  at  Mt. 
Sequoyah  and  is  presently  Coordinator  of 
Volunteers-in-Mission  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
in  1988. 

The  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  has 


served  as  senior  minister  for  the  Munhol- 
land  United  Methodist  Church  for  five 
years.  Born  in  Gueydan,  Louisiana,  he 
was  educated  in  Louisiana  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  B.A.  Degree  from  Louisiana 
State  University  and  his  Master  of  Divin¬ 
ity  Degree  from  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Southern  Methodist  University. 
He  is  married  to  Janet  Dutcher.  Rev. 
Hoffpauir  serves  on  the  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Committee  of  the  Conference,  as 
well  as  on  various  district  boards  and 
committees. 

Bishop  Oden  stated  that  the  realign¬ 
ment  of  the  two  Baton  Rouge  Districts 
and  the  two  New  Orleans  Districts  has 
been  under  consideration  for  some  time. 
He  said  that  there  are  three  major  rea¬ 
sons  for  returning  to  a  Greater  New  Or¬ 
leans  District,  a  Greater  Baton  Rouge 
District,  a  district  that  includes  most  of 
Acadiana  and  a  district  that  would  cover 
territory  from  the  North  Shore  of  Lake 


FUMC,  Jennings,  Concludes 
Year  Long  Celebration 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Jen¬ 
nings  recently  concluded  its  year  long 
celebration  of  its  100  anniversary  with  a 
special  day  honoring  its  “native  sons.” 
The  Reverends  Doug  Foreman  and  Jack 
Phelps,  former  residents  of  Jennings, 
were  joined  by  retired  pastor  Eskel  Ta¬ 
tum  in  being  honored  by  the  present  pas¬ 
tor  Rick  Hebert  and  the  congregation,.  - _ 

Bishop  William  Oden  and  his  wife, 
Marilyn  were  special  guests  for  the  cen¬ 
tennial  occasion,  as  was  Lake  Charles 
District  Superintendent  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith. 
The  centennial  year  celebration  began 


with  a  concert  by  the  Centenary  College 
Choir  and  featured  various  activities 
and  services  of  worship  throughout  the 
year.  Such  included:  Heritage  Day  Ser¬ 
vice  honoring  former  pastors;  a  recep¬ 
tion  and  “Open  House”  for  the  entire 
community;  the  publication  of  a  centen¬ 
nial  edition  of  the  church’s  Pictorial  Di¬ 
rectory;  and  many  efforts  to  beautify  the 
church  externally,  as  well  as  internally. 

Many  new  members  were  received 
into  the  100  year  old  church  during  the 
celebration  as  it  prepared  for  its  “Sec¬ 
ond  Century  of  Service.” 


Ponchartrain  north  to  the  Mississippi 
line:  First,  the  metro  areas  need  to  be 
unified  to  strengthen  mission  in  urban 
areas;  second,  geographically,  the 
change  allows  our  members  to  be  clus¬ 
tered  around  population  centers  and  nor¬ 
mal  traffic  patterns  rather  than  be 
divided  by  various  barriers;  third,  Bishop 
Oden  said  that  he  found  strong  affirma¬ 
tion  for  the  change  in  district  boundaries 
from  clergy  and  laity  across  the  area. 
The  Bishop  added:  “I  have  really  wres¬ 
tled  with  the  question.  The  Discipline 
places  the  responsibility  of  district 
boundaries  upon  the  Bishop,  while  the 
Annual  Conference  determines  the  num¬ 
ber  of  districts.  As  the  decision  affects 
the  district  lay  leaders,  district  presi¬ 
dents  of  United  Methodist  Women  and 
United  Methodist  Men,  as  well  as  all  dis¬ 
trict  structures,  a  great  many  persons  — 
clergy  and  lay  —  will  be  involved  in  the 
transition  teams.  Matters  such  as  loca¬ 
tion  of  district  parsonages,  district  head¬ 
quarters,  and  equitable  divisions  of 
district  funds  will  be  dealt  with  by  tran¬ 
sition  teams  to  be  named  soon  by  the 
Cabinet.” 

Bishop  Oden  said  that  there  is  no  good 
time  to  make  these  kinds  of  changes. 
“Much  thought  has  been  given  this  ques¬ 
tion  by  past  episcopal  leaders  and  now  I 
want  to  get  this  behind  us  and  get  on 
with  more  critical  and  missional  issues.” 


Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 


Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain 


Rev.  James  M.  Poole 


See  special 
“Youth”  supple¬ 
ment  on  page  6 
(page  5  in  local 
editions) 


Left  to  right:  Bishop  William  Oden,  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  Rev.  Doug  Foreman, 
Rev.  Eskel  Tatum,  Rev.  Jack  Phelps,  and  Rev.  Rick  Hebert. 


Lydia  Patterson  Institute 
Continues  to  Move  Forward 

The  year  1988  has  proven  once  again  that  Lydia  Patterson  Institute's  mission  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  as  relevant  today  as  when  it  was  born  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  its 
founder  many  years  ago. 

In  spite  of  the  financial  pressures  across  the  Jurisdiction,  Lydia  Patterson  Insti¬ 
tute,  which  is  located  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  has  continued  to  operate  with  a  strong  focus 
on  quality  academics  and  spiritual  nurture.  This  is  evident  in  the  fact  that  the  student 
body  has  grown  by  21%  and  now  stands  at  350  students. 

Throughout  the  years  the  Louisiana  Conference  has  been  strong  in  its  support  of 
this  institution,  by  meeting  its  apportionments  of  more  than  $33,000  annually. 

Lydia  Patterson  was  born  in  1913  and  has  emerged  into  an  institution  of  interna¬ 
tional  repute  from  all  segments  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Lydia  Patterson  has 
sought  to  educate  persons  of  Mexican,  Latin,  and  English  speaking  backgrounds, 
training  them  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  as  well  as  instructing  them  in  the  fundamen¬ 
tals  of  Christianity. 


■Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


McCoy  Ransom,  Assistant  Professor 
of  Theory  and  Keyboard  at  Grambling 
State  University  and  organist  at  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  was  presented  in  a  recital 
at  Wesley  UMC  in  Pineville  on  February 
26.  Mr.  Ransom’s  performance  was  the 
culminating  activity  of  the  church’s  ob¬ 
servance  of  “Negro  History  Month.”  His 
program  encompassed  the  historical  de¬ 
velopment  of  organ  literature.  Rev. 
Joseph  A.  Johnson,  Jr.  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Youth  Department  of  First  UMC 
in  Minden  began  a  new  Youth  Weekly 
Activities  Schedule: 

Monday  —  Youth  newsletter 
Tuesday  —  Youth  helping  others 
Wednesday  —  Youth  Choir/Senior 
High  Rap 

Thursday  —  Thursday  night  teens  (TNT) 
(Youth  Bible  Study) 

Friday  —  Game  nights 
Sunday  —  U.M.Y.F. 

A  multi  church  lock-in  took  place 
March  3,  and  the  Senior  High  ski  week  is 
scheduled  for  the  end  of  March.  The  Di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  Ministries  is  Jay  Waalk. 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess  is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Mount  Zion  UMC  in  New  Orleans  re¬ 
cently  held  its  Annual  Revival.  Reverend 
Randall  E.  Campbell,  a  native  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  is  the  Revivalist.  He  is  currently  the 
pastor  of  Hartzell-Mount  Zion  UMC  in 
Slidell,  and  Newell  UMC  in  Mandeville. 
The  theme  for  the  revival  was  “The 
Church  at  Witness  Through  Prayer  and 
Faith  Through  Jesus  Christ.”  Co-chair¬ 
persons  on  Evangelism  were:  Mrs.  Doro¬ 
thy  Mae  Taylor  and  William  Giles.  Rev. 
Leslie  P.  Norris  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

A  big  THANK  YOU  from  Blackwater 


UMC  goes  to  everyone  who  participated 
in  the  recent  Jr.  UMYF  lock-in.  The 
event  was  a  great  success.  A  total  of  22 
youth  participated.  A  special  thanks  goes 
to  Bess  Mitchell  for  driving  her  van  to 
the  bowling  lanes  and  also  to  Kandi  and 
Nathan  Sewell  for  their  help.  The  youth 
also  held  its  Valentine’s  Sweetheart 
Dance  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  on  Febru¬ 
ary  11.  Rev.  Larry  Stafford  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

On  Sunday,  February  26  members  of 
Jefferson  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  held  a 
Cajun  Feast.  Members  brought  favorite 
cajun  food  dishes.  A  great  time  was  had 
by  all,  not  to  mention  a  delicious  one. 
Rev.  William  E.  Nolan  is  pastor. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Administra¬ 
tive  Board  of  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport 
held  on  January  29  resulted  in  decisive 
action  on  several  issues.  The  Board 
adopted  a  budget  of  $827,509  for  the 
year,  established  a  Task  Force  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  feasibility  of  creating  a  Noel 
Foundation  for  endowments,  created  a 
long-range  planning  committee  to  devel¬ 
op  a  five  year  plan  for  Noel’s  ministry, 
in  addition  to  putting  together  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  determine  ways  of  dealing  with  se¬ 
curity.  The  Board  also  approved  the 
appointment  of  Rev.  Garland  Dean  as 
Minister  of  Visitation.  Rev.  Charles  B. 
Simmons  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

An  interesting  program  took  place  for 
the  F.U.N.  Clubbers  of  Mangum  UMC, 
Shreveport,  at  its  February  9  meeting. 
Ramona  Wigley  reviewed  the  book,  All  I 
Really  Need  to  Know  I  Learned  in  Kin¬ 
dergarten  by  Robert  Fulghem.  Susie 
Braden  was  on  hand  to  charm  those  at¬ 
tending  with  love  songs  while  leading  ev¬ 


eryone  in  a  sing-a-long.  Hostesses  were 
Faye  Norris  and  Doris  Culbertson,  and 
Coordinator  was  Reba  Fisher.  Rev.  John 
Braden  is  pastor. 

*  •  • 

On  February  16-17,  the  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict  held  an  “older  adults”  retreat  at 
Grace  UMC  and  the  Holiday  Inn.  Rever¬ 
ends  Bob  Peyton  and  Doug  McGuire  pro¬ 
vided  entertainment  as  well  as  Merlin 
Merrill’s  magic.  District  Superintendent 
Henry  Blount  led  the  worship  services. 

•  •  • 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Hen¬ 
ning  Memorial  UMC  in  Sulphur  are 
urged  to  attend  the  study  course  on  the 
Books  of  Ruth  and  Esther  at  Maplewood 
UMC  on  March  13  and  14.  Coffee  will  be 
served  at  9:30  a.m.  and  the  study  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.  Lunch  will  be  served 
each  day.  Eva  Hanson  is  President  of  the 
UMW  at  Henning.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 
is  pastor. 

*  •  • 

A  thank  you  goes  to  Rosemary  Cady 
from  the  UMW  of  Blanchard  UMC  for 
holding  the  UMW  meeting  at  her  home. 


A  wonderful  devotional  was  given  by 
Rosemary  followed  by  the  program.  Bit- 
sy  Vardeman  presented  the  program 
“Busy  Women  Dealing  With  Stress.”  It 
was  very  informative  and  extremely 
helpful.  Another  thank  you  goes  to  Mar¬ 
vel  Scott  for  opening  her  home  for  the 
February  16  meeting.  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady  is 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  members  of  Live  Oak  UMC  are 
especially  grateful  for  the  love  and  com¬ 
mitment  shown  by  the  scout  leaders  who 
have  dedicated  their  time  and  energies 
to  the  boys  of  the  Watson  community. 
Their  support  of  the  church  in  this  im¬ 
portant  program  of  its  Youth  Ministries 
is  one  of  the  best  examples  of  coopera¬ 
tion  between  the  Church  and  its  Commu¬ 
nity  in  accomplishing  God’s  works  in 
these  troublesome  times.  May  God  con¬ 
tinue  to  bless  the  scouters  with  the  con¬ 
tinued  strength  and  dedication  during  the 
coming  season.  The  prayers  of  the  entire 
membership  of  the  Live  Oak  Church  are 
constantly  with  them.  Rev.  Angus  Car- 
ruth  is  pastor. 


Pre-Conference  Reports  Due  March  31 

Notice  to  all  Board  and  Agency  Heads 

All  Pre-Conference  reports  must  be  in  the  Conference  Office  by  Friday,  March  31, 1989. 


Tri-District  Confirmation  Event  Set 

Whether  your  Confirmation  class  began  last  fall,  last  Sunday,  will  take  place  this 
coming  April,  or  you  only  have  previous  year’s  confirmands,  you  should  not  miss  this 
wonderful  opportunity  for  your  children  in  your  congregations. 

On  Saturday,  March  18,  Confirmation  Event,  which  is  sure  to  be  a  highlight  in  our 
young  people’s  journey  of  faith,  will  take  place  at  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston.  ^ 

Bishop  William  Oden  will  speak  with  them  about  his  own  journey  of  faith  and  why 
they,  as  young  people,  are  important  to  the  church.  He  will  also  discuss  what  their 
ministry  can  be. 

A  simple  lunch  will  be  served  for  $1.00  per  person.  There  will  also  be  a  presenta¬ 
tion  about  the  Children’s  Home,  as  well  as  Harvest  of  Hope.  There  will  be  refresh¬ 
ments  in  the  morning,  games,  songs,  and  a  great  deal  of  fellowship  and  fun.  The 
schedule  is  as  follows: 

9:30-10  a.m.  Registration,  refreshments,  singing 

10-11:15  a.m.  Bishop  to  speak  in  chapel 

11:15  a.m.  Singing 

12  noon  Lunch 

12:45  p.m.  Presentations  of  Children’s  Home  and  the  Harvest  of  Hope 

2  p.m.  Departure 


Two  Jurisdictional  Retiree  Events 
to  be  Held  at  Mount  Sequoyah 

Jurisdictional  Dogwood  Time  April  3-6  and  Springtime  on  The  Mountain  May  8-11 
will  host  retirees  and  friends  at  Mount  Sequoyah. 

The  Rev.  Bob  Young,  Central  Texas  Conference,  will  direct  Dogwood  Time  April  3- 
6  and  Rev.  Warren  Swaitz,  Nebraska  Conference  will  direct  Springtime  on  the  Moun¬ 
tain  May  8-11. 

Dogwood  Time’s  guest  preacher  is  Dr.  John  Hudson  of  the  British  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence.  Dr.  Rosalee  Lawson  will  lead  an  interest  group;  David  and  Candy  Williams, 
music;  Dr.  Paul  Cardwell  and  Dr.  Jester  White,  Dr.  Shirl  Brunell,  Dr.  Steve  Wilson 
and  Don  and  Constance  Waddell  will  lead  special  sessions. 

Springtime  on  The  Mountain’s  guest  preacher  is  Dr.  Kevin  Legue,  First  United 
Methodist  Church  Topeka.  Ms.  Ann  Hearn  will  lead  the  Bible  study.  Dr.  Ken  Balinger, 
music  and  Dr.  Steve  Wilson,  Wayne  Snyder,  Merelyn  and  John  Voss,  and  Jack  Gentry 
will  have  interest  groups. 

Other  workshops  are  planned  along  with  fellowship  times,  tours,  and  time  for  group 
building  and  fellowship. 

For  information  call  Earl  Carter,  Jurisdiction  Office  at  (214)  321-7077,  or  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah,  (501)443-4531. 

Shreveport  Church  to  Celebrate 
Diamond  Jubilee 

Cedar  Grove  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  will  celebrate  its  Diamond 
Jubilee  March  18  and  19. 

On  Saturday,  a  “Time  of  Remembrance”  will  take  place  at  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by 
a  complimentary  lunch  from  11:45  a.m.  to  1:15  p.m.  At  2  p.m.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
will  preach  during  a  special  worship  service.  A  spokesperson  for  the  church  said  a  re¬ 
ception  will  immediately  follow  the  worship  service  to  “celebrate  75  years  of  Chris¬ 
tian  service  to  the  Cedar  Grove  community.” 

On  Sunday.  Reverend  James  Stovall  will  preach  at  the  11  a.m.  worship  service. 
Lunch  will  follow  Sunday’s  service.  Also  expected  to  attend  during  the  two  day  event 
are  former  ministers  of  Cedar  Grove,  as  well  as  those  who  once  lived  in  the  church’s 
community  and  are  now  ministers  within  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Friends  and  former  members  of  Cedar  Grove  are  invited  to  share  in  the  celebra¬ 
tion.  For  more  information  regarding  the  two  day  event  and/or  lunch  reservations, 
contact  Sarah  Fouts,  Chairperson,  at  (318)  868-1014,  or  call  the  church  office  at  (318) 
868-2400.  Reverend  Mickey  Stringfield  is  pastor  at  Cedar  Grove. 

Deadline  Approaches 

March  15  is  the  pre-registration  deadline  for  the  Twelfth  Annual  Ministers'  Wives’ 
Retreat  scheduled  March  31  to  April  1  at  Camp  Istrouma.  Marilyn  Oden,  wife  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference’s  new  resident  bishop,  William  B.  Oden,  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker.  This  year’s  theme  is  “Celebrating  Our  Journey.” 

Registration  is  from  3  to  6  p.m.  on  Friday  and  the  retreat  concludes  at  1  p.m.  on 
Saturday.  Participants  will  need  to  bring:  Bible,  paper,  pen  or  pencil,  linens,  towels, 
flashlight,  jacket,  personal  items,  and  family  photographs. 

Pre-registration  with  $15.00  should  be  sent  by  March  15  to  Evelyn  Deich,  101  Ponti¬ 
ac  Road,  Lafayette,  LA  70501.  For  more  information  call  (318)  235-2814. 


PRE-REGISTRATION  FORM 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 
PHONE:  _ 


DISTRICT: 
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Editorial 


Did  you  ‘miss  Lent’  again? 


"What  did  you  give  up  for  Lent?” 

"Nothin’.  Guess  I  missed  it  again.” 

You  may  smile,  as  we  first  did,  at  this 
bit  of  teen-age  small  talk  recently  over¬ 
heard  in  a  church  hallway. 

On  further  reflection,  however,  we 
were  troubled  by  the  casual  exchange.  It 
occurred  to  us  that  the  second  youth’s  ex¬ 
pression  probably  is  not  unusual. 

Rather  in  a  secularized  society,  “miss¬ 
ing  Lent”  by  not  "giving  up”  something 
meaningful,  or  by  not  practicing  some 
form  of  spiritual  discipline,  is  likely  to  be 
the  rule  rather  than  the  exception  among 
countless  Christians,  youths  and  adults. 

That’s  a  disturbing  probability.  As 
such,  it  raises  at  least  two  questions  about 
how  well,  or  how  poorly,  we  in  the  com¬ 
munity  of  faith  emphasize  the  impor¬ 
tance  and  meaning  of  the  Lenten  season. 

Those  questions: 

1.  How  much  emphasis  do  our  congre¬ 
gations  place  on  Lent  as  a  time  of  spiri¬ 
tual  challenge? 

Unquestionably,  Lent’s  traditional  em¬ 
phasis  on  repentance  and  self-denial  is 
deeply  at  odds  with  the  prevailing  cultur¬ 
al  mood  that  exalts  self-fulfillment  and 
the  pursuit  of  physical  pleasure. 

Consequently,  it’s  little  wonder  that 
some  people  "miss  Lent."  A  built-in  cul¬ 
tural  resistance  exists,  even  among  many 
who  call  themselves  Christians,  to  hear-1 
ing,  let  alone  heeding,  Lent’s  soul-search¬ 
ing  challenge:  to  confess  and  turn  from 
one’s  sinful  ways  and  to  commit  oneself 
to  the  hard  task  of  following  Jesus. 

Countering  such  resistance  is  not  easy 
and  never  has  been.  Those  who  followed 
Jesus  were  far  fewer  than  those  who  did 
not,  and  for  excuses  similar  to  our  own— 
for  example,  the  rich  ruler  who  could  not 
or  would  not  give  up  his  wealth. 

Hence,  if  we  in  the  community  of  faith 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


do  not  make  a  special  effort  to  remind 
ourselves  and  others  of  Lent’s  sharp  chal¬ 
lenge  to  our  selfish  and  self-centered 
ways,  we  shouldn’t  be  surprised  when 
some  among  us  say  they  "missed  it.” 

However,  we  should  be  deeply  concerned 
that  by  missing  the  challenge  of  Lent,  they 
and  we  lose  an  opportunity  a)  to  grow  spiri¬ 
tually  as  Christians  and  b)  to  witness  to  oth¬ 
ers  about  the  need  for  such  growth. 

2.  How  adequately  do  we  emphasize 
the  year-around  relevance  of  the  Lenten 
challenge? 

The  common  phrase— “give  up  some¬ 
thing  for  Lent”— is  misleading  in  two  im¬ 
portant  ways:  It  implies  1)  that  the 
challenge  to  repentance  and  self-denial 
ends  with  the  celebration  of  Easter  and  2) 
that  what  has  been  "given  up”  can  be  re¬ 
sumed  as  cheerily  as  if  Lent,  Easter  and 
the  Resurrection  had  never  happened. 

Not  so.  The  Lenten  challenge  is  not  lim¬ 
ited  by  the  calendar.  Rather,  it  is  the  start¬ 
ing  point  for  the  Christian  faith  journey 
that  can  begin  at  any  time  of  the  year. 

Hence,  a  good  reply  to  the  young  man 
who  said  he  "missed  it"  would  have  been: 
“No,  you  haven’t.  You  can  resolve  right 
now  to  confess  your  sins  and  to  adopt  an 
ongoing  form  of  spiritual  self-discipline.” 

“Giving  up"  something  is  only  one  way 
to  practice  such  discipline.  Other  ways 
include  spending  additional  time  praying 
for  others,  reading  the  Scriptures,  or 
serving  others  in  need— to  name  a  few. 

Words  of  a  great  hymn  remind  us  that 
the  ultimate  motivation  for  making  such 
discipline  a  regular  part  of  our  lives  has 
little  to  do  with  when  we’ve  been  called 
to  do  so,  but  with  why: 

Were  the  whole  realm  of  nature  mine , 

That  i cere  an  offering  far  loo  small; 

Love  so  amazing ,  so  divine, 

Demands  my  soul,  my  life,  my  all. 


MARCH  10,  1989 


Here  I  Stand 


Prayer  is  best  response  to  Soviet  ‘ kairos ’ 


By  RICHARD  DEATS 

Soviet  Premier  Mikhail  Gorba¬ 
chev’s  daring  and  imaginative  propos¬ 
als,  combined 
with  startling 
changes  taking 
place  in  the  Sovi¬ 
et  Union,  make 
me  believe  we  are 
living  through  a 
"kairos,”  an  his¬ 
toric  moment  in  fit 
which  new  occa-  Richard  Deats 
sions  of  the  Spirit  are  dramatically  at 
work. 

In  the  irony  of  God,  new  hope  for 
the  planet  has  come  to  the  world,  not 
from  Washington,  London,  Paris  or 
Bonn,  but  from  Moscow. 

Mr.  Gorbachev  has  flung  down  a 
revolutionary  challenge  to  his  own 
political  and  economic  system.  But  he 
also  has  moved  across  the  globe  stir¬ 
ring  the  timid  and  backward-looking 
to  move  from  complacency  and  cyni¬ 
cism  toward  the  21st  century  that  is 
awaiting  us  all— as  if  our  very  lives 
depended  on  it. 

In  reflecting  on  the  current  situa¬ 
tion  with  its  enormous  potential  for 
good  or  ill,  I  have  asked  myself: 

‘What  can  people  of  faith  do?’ 

"What  can  people  of  faith  do  in  a 
time  such  as  this?  How  can  we  bring 
to  bear  the  spiritual  dimension  that  we 
so  often  affirm  and  proclaim  to  be  at 
the  heart  of  things  and  to  be  ultimate 
ly  sovereign  over  all  human  affairs?” 

An  answer  to  this  question  comes 


from  Muriel  Lester,  practical  mystic 
and  peacemaker,  who  searched  for 
guidance  during  another  critical  mo¬ 
ment  in  history  (when  Gandhi  was 
struggling  for  a  breakthrough  in  In¬ 
dia’s  freedom  movement  against  Brit¬ 
ain).  Ms.  Lester  wrote: 

“What  else  could  I  do  but  pray? 
Prayer  always  thrusts  one  out  into  ac¬ 
tion  sooner  or  later.  One  of  its  main 
functions  is  to  induce  one  to  think  cre¬ 
atively;  it  stretches  the  imagination;  it 
enables  one  to  see  things  and  people  not 
as  they  are  but  as  they  might  be;  it 
strips  the  pomp,  the  sense  of  power  and 
the  static  security  from  the  person 
prayed  for  and  permits  one  to  see  him 
as  he  is  in  God’s  sight,  a  mere  child, 
needing  help,  needing  courage,  needing 
enlightenment  from  God  as  definitely  as 
an  infant  needs  the  care  of  its  mother." 

A  quiet  campaign  of  the  Spirit 

She  thus,  began  a  quiet  campaign  of 
the  Spirit,  urging  people  of  faith  each 
day  to  link  in  their  prayers  Gandhi 
and  key  British  officials  of  the  time. 
The  time  began  to  be  marked  by  un¬ 
expected  openings,  creative  possibili¬ 
ties  emerging,  attitudes  changing. 

What  if  we  today,  American  and  So¬ 
viet  people  of  faith,  were  similarly  to 
respond  to  the  changes  we  are  living 
through  by  praying  as  we  have  never 
prayed  before? 

•/  We  can  link  Premier  Gorbachev 
and  President  Bush  to  the  love  of  God 
and  hold  the  Kremlin  and  the  Penta¬ 
gon  in  the  Spirit’s  presence. 

■/  We  can  join  in  <?n«rit  with  medi¬ 


tation  groups  in  the  Soviet  Union  that 
are  envisioning  our  threatened  planet 
as  being  bathed  in  light. 

■/  We  can  link  hearts  and  minds  and 
await  further  leading  of  the  Spirit. 

Doing  this  faithfully  and  regularly 
is  no  substitute  for  other  efforts.  But 
it  will  undergird  and  empower  the 
rest  of  our  work  for  peace  as  we  tap 
into  the  deep  resources  of  the  Spirit 
awaiting  us. 

Insights  will  infuse  efforts 

Fresh  insights  will  infuse  our  many 
efforts  for  a  peaceful  planet.  And 
even  as  we  respond  to  the  encourag¬ 
ing  new  developments  on  every  hand, 
we  will  not  let  up  in  our  efforts  for  all 
prisoners  of  conscience  and  for  the 
full  observance  of  all  human  rights 
agreements,  East  and  West. 

As  we  carry  out  such  Spirit-cen¬ 
tered  actions,  our  souls  will  echo  the 
words  of  the  Russian  poet,  Yevgeny 
Yevtushenko:  “I  recognize  only  one 
race— the  race  of  all  races.” 

How  foreign  is  the  word  foreigner! 
Thus  when  we  pray  for  our  planet, 
our  East/West  focus  will  spill  over  in 
every  direction. 

Our  concern  will  link: 

•South  African  Afrikaaners  and 
the  African  National  Congress; 

•Israel’s  leaders  and  the  Palestin¬ 
ian  Liberation  Organization; 

•Philippine  President  Aquino  and 
the  New  People’s  Army; 

•  Korean  leaders,  North  and  South; 

•  Nicaraguan  President  Ortega  and 


the  contras. 

Such  odd  couplings  are  not  odd  at 
all  for  people  of  faith  whose  God  tran¬ 
scends  all  our  human-made  bound¬ 
aries  and  antagonisms. 

Last  January  the  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation  sponsored  a  Journey 
of  Reconciliation  to  Russia,  Estonia, 
Lithuania  and  Poland. 

One  evening  in  Tallin,  Estonia,  al¬ 
most  30  of  us  crowded  into  one  of  our 
hotel  rooms  to  talk  with  Vladimir 
Posner  who  happened  to  be  staying  in 
the  same  hotel  during  the  filming  of  a 
show  for  Soviet  TV. 

He  opened  his  heart  to  us 

He  opened  his  heart  to  us  as  he  told 
us  of  both  the  great  hopes  as  well  as 
the  potentially  frightening  dangers 
his  people  were  living  through  in  this 
era  of  glasnost  and  perestroika. 

Later  that  evening,  we  sat  in  can¬ 
dlelight  in  the  same  room  and  passed 
a  globe  from  person  to  person,  each 
sharing  insights  and  prayerful  long¬ 
ings  for  our  common  Mother  Earth 
and  all  her  peoples. 

I’ve  thought  of  that  night  often  and 
realized:  We’ve  got  the  whole  world  in 
our  hands. 

God,  grant  us  the  faith  to  be  the  in¬ 
struments  of  divine  purpose  in  a  day 
pregnant  with  enormous  possiblities. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Deats  is  director 
of  U.S.-USSR  Reconciliation  Projects 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation  in 
Nyack,  New  York  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Philippines  Annual  Conference. 


View  death  penalty  in  light  of  Resurrection 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  disappointed  that  Roger  Glover 
and  John  Workman  tried  to  use  Scripture 
to  proof -text  their  respective  positions  in 
the  Feb.  24  articles  headlined,  "What 
should  be  the  Christian  position  on  the 
death  penalty?” 

I  believe  Jesus  was  trying  to  reinter¬ 
pret  the  Law  of  Moses  in  the  context  of 
grace.  Paul,  also,  in  the  Letter  to  the  Ro¬ 
mans  sought  to  bring  the  perspective  of 
grace  to  the  understanding  of  the  Law 
(Romans  3:21-26;  12:19-21). 

It  would  seem  to  me  that  any  Chris¬ 
tian  understanding  of  the  death  penalty 
would  have  to  arise  out  of  the  redeemed 
Christian  community  living  on  the  Res¬ 
urrection  side  of  the  cross. 

That  understanding,  based  on  the  wit¬ 
ness  and  message  of  Jesus  Christ,  is 
rather  obvious  isn’t  it? 

Roger  R.  Wood 
Hugo,  Oklahoma 

Editorial  was  half  true 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  not  so  sure  your  editorial  head¬ 
lined,  "Following  Christ  is  ‘gritty’  work,” 
is  not  a  half  truth  (see  UMR,  Feb.  17). 

If  nothing  else  the  article  you  mention 
in  “USA  Weekend”  provides  an  accurate 
assessment  of  the  perception  of  many 
outside  the  church. 

The  editorial  implies  that  most 
churches  are  involved  in  fulfilling  ser¬ 
vices.  There  are  too  many  people  in  fire 
companies  and  ambulance  services,  etc. 
who  would  argue  that  point. 

The  church  does  many  wonderful 
things.  (Your  paper  and  your  editorial  are 
part  of  that!)  We  could  and  should  assess 
how  much  and  how  many  worthwhile 
things  we  do.  Unfortunately,  I  believe, 
we’ll  find  we  could  do  a  whole  lot  more 
that  is  gritty,  hands-on,  and  meaningful. 

If  the  time  management  principle  that 
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says  you  can  either  meet  or  work  is  true, 
then  if  we’re  honest,  we’ll  admit  that  too 
many  times  retreats  and  meetings  are 
great  experiences  that  merely  lead  to 
getting  more  people  to  attend  more  re¬ 
treats  and  more  meetings. 

Glenn  McQuown 
Brookville,  Pennsylvania 

A  splendid  editorial! 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  splendid  editorial 
headlined  "Following  Christ  is  •gritty’ 
work”  (see  UMR,  Feb.  17). 

One  of  the  most  exciting  challenge 
goals  of  our  congregation  is  to  engage  25 
percent  of  our  members  in  hands-on  mis- 
sional  outreach  during  the  year. 

Last  year  we  identified  over  280  persons 
who  had  been  involved  in  one  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  ways:  Appalachia  Service  Project;  Mis¬ 
sion  to  Mission  (Texas);  Mexico  Work 
Camp,  Neighbor  to  Neighbor  (local  housing 
rehabilitation  during  Lenten  Saturdays); 

Mexico  Hurricane  Relief;  Lay  Minister 
of  the  Day  with  transients;  Meals  on 
Wheels;  Capitol  Area  Food  Bank;  Big 
Brothers/Big  Sisters;  and  a  host  of  other 
meaningful  labors  with  God’s  suffering 
people. 

Of  course,  they  also  match  their 
hands-on  involvement  with  very  gener¬ 
ous  second-mile  giving. 

Jack  D.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

Serious  questions  asked 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  puzzled  whether  William  Riekert’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  column  headlined,  “Jesus 
wasn’t  Robin  Hood”  was  intended  to  be 
serious  or  satirical  (see  UMR,  Feb.  10). 

The  article  starts  out  stressing  the  im¬ 
portance  and  centrality  of  love  in  Chris¬ 
tian  theology  and  ends  up  using  that 
concept  to  condemn  taking  money  from 
the  rich  to  support  social  welfare  pro¬ 
grams. 

One  needs  to  ask  some  serious  ques¬ 
tions.  What,  for  instance,  if  the  rich  don’t 
want  to  pay  taxes  to  provide  roads,  or 
schools,  or  fire  departments,  or  police,  or 
any  other  social  welfare  programs? 
Should  they  be  exempted  because  to  do 
otherwise  is  not  to  show  love  for  them? 

And  what  about  people  like  Ted  Bundy 
and  Ivan  Boesky,  and  a  million  other 
crooks?  After  all,  they  just  wanted  to  do 
their  thing  without  a  lot  of  government 
interference.  Is  it  unloving  to  stop  them? 
Perhaps  we  need  to  think  more  carefully 
about  how  people  get  rich  in  the  first 
place.  Very  few  people  get  rich  by  dig¬ 
ging  ditches,  or  changing  diapers,  or 
teaching  school,  or  pounding  nails  or  do¬ 
ing  thousands  of  other  useful  tasks. 

If  a  person  gets  rich  by  establishing 
some  business,  isn’t  it  perhaps  because 
he  underpaid  his  employees  or  over¬ 
charged  his  customers?  Or  worse  yet, 
merely  invested  some  money  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  rode  free  on  the  labor  of  others? 

In  the  early  days  of  the  church  it  was 
considered  sinful  to  loan  out  money  at  in¬ 
terest  and  yet  our  entire  economy  is 
based  on  this  principle. 

The  article  quotes  Jesus  saying  how 
difficult  it  is  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  Does  that  mean  it 
would  be  better,  more  loving,  to  just  let 
them  hang  on  to  all  that  filthy  lucre  and 
go  to  hell?  _  ,  „T  , 

Chuck  Worley 
Cedaredge,  Colorado 

Funding  source  corrected 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  interesting  to  read  the  several 
articles  on  Puerto  Rico  in  the  Feb.  3  Re¬ 
porter. 

In  one  of  the  articles  it  was  mentioned 
that,  the  Monte  Olivar  Church  in  Sabana 
Grande  near  Utuado  had  raised  $22,635 
for  their  new  church  building.  I  believe 
that  this  is  not  correct. 

Rather,  it  was  the  North  Central  Juris- 


My  Witness 

‘Ten  Brave  Christians’ 
program  changed  my  life 


diction  that  raised  this  amount  of  money, 
or,  to  be  more  accurate  raised  98.26  per¬ 
cent  of  that  money.  The  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  continues  to  seek 
funds  for  that  project  in  the  jurisdiction. 

Someday  you  may  want  to  do  an  article 
on  the  source  of  Advance  Special  giving  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  You  would 
discover  that  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  with  21  percent  of  the  membership, 
gives  34  percent  of  all  Advance  Special 
dollars  raised  in  United  Methodism. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  ask  the  ques¬ 
tion  why  there  is  this  level  of  giving  in 
the  North  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Dwight  S.  Busacca 
Naperville,  Illinois 

Use  money  differently 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  the  articles  on  Puerto  Rico 
in  the  Reporter’s  Feb.  3  issue. 

I’m  sure  that  the  29  participants  who 
made  a  “special  trip”  to  Puerto  Rico 
learned  first-hand  of  the  many  needs. 

If  the  total  cost  of  this  expedition  was 
borne  by  the  United  Methodist  Church,  I 
find  it  most  extravagant.  It  does  not  seem 
to  take  29  persons  to  survey  70  churches. 

I  would  think  the  monies  could  have 
been  better  used  to  support  teams  of  vol¬ 
unteers  to  repair  and/or  rebuild  church 
facilities,  live  with  the  people  and  help  in 
whatever  other  way  they  could. 

It  is  difficult  to  meet  local  church  bud¬ 
gets  and  conference  apportionments,  in 
my  opinion,  so  the  abuse  of  these  funds 
disturbs  me. 

I  hope  in  the  future  more  discretion 
will  be  used  when  an  assignment  such  as 
this  is  undertaken. 

J.  M.  Hogeland 
Feasterville,  Pennsylvania 

Article  was  courageous 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  article  by  Denise  Sto¬ 
vall  in  the  Jan.  27  Reporter  on  “Raisin  in 
the  Sun.”  I  was  deeply  impressed  with 
the  play. 

It  was  courageous  of  Ms.  Stovall  to  tell 
her  own  experience.  It  makes  it  real. 

I  showed  this  article  and  other  articles 
on  the  play  to  our  Adult  Bible  Class.  It  il¬ 
lustrated  the  lesson  we  had  for  Feb.  5. 

I’m  glad  Ms.  Stovall  is  on  the  Reporter 
staff. 

Dorothy  A.  Nyland 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Thanks  for  article,  editorial 

To  the  Editor: 

My  thanks  to  Denise  Johnson  Stovall 
for  reporting  on  the  ministry  of  the  Rev. 
Frederic  S.  Lawrence  to  Ted  Bundy  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  3),  and  to  the  Reporter  for 
the  lead  editorial  (see  UMR,  Feb.  10) 
which  answered  the  question,  “Does  God 
forgive  even  big  sins?" 

These  are  thoughtful  comments  on  a 
subject  we  are  all  being  called  upon  to 
face. 

Despite  the  fact  that  all  mainline 


Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish  groups 
have  stated  their  strong  opposition  to 
capital  punishment,  the  religious  com¬ 
munity  has  been  basically  silent. 

Can  we  accept  the  fact  that  as  the 
state  murders  it  does  so  in  our  names, 
making  each  and  everyone  of  us  collec¬ 
tively  guilty  of  taking  a  life? 

The  questions  go  on  and  on  and  they 
cry  for  guidance,  leadership  and  educa¬ 
tion  which  will  help  us  all  to  look  at  this 
from  a  moral  and  theological  viewpoint. 

Edith  Pfautsch 
Dallas,  Texas 

Where  are  peacemakers? 

To  the  Editor: 

Rhetorical  extremists  have  so  polar¬ 
ized  the  church  that  descriptive  phrases 
such  as  liberal,  evangelical,  pro-life, 
feminist,  etc.  have  become  either  badges 
of  honor  or  epithets  of  shame. 

We  no  longer  “reason  together.”  Encoun¬ 
ters  on  social  and  theological  issues  are 
more  often  experienced  as  Us  vs.  Them. 

Where  are  the  peacemakers?  Not  only 
do  advocates  need  to  “speak  their  truth 
in  love”  but  we  desperately  need  individ¬ 
uals,  groups,  and  entire  churches  which 
promote  peace  and  reconciliation.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  is  time  for  many  of  us  to  lay 
aside  our  verbal  brinkmanship. 

We  need  to  seriously  explore  the  right¬ 
ness  of  our  opponents’  positions.  We  can 
then  see  the  common  ground  and  lead 
the  church  away  from  hurtful  extreme 
positions.  Then  more  of  us  can  bring 
healing  to  our  church  so  that  it  can  truly 
be  a  light  to  all  the  world. 

Samuel  Wood 
LaPlata,  Missouri 

Reporter  is  good  partner 

To  the  Editor: 

Last  year  at  General  Conference, 
United  Methodists  began  a  year-long  cel¬ 
ebration  of  the  40th  anniversary  of  the 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

The  Advance  has  proven  to  be  a  popu¬ 
lar  avenue  for  giving  because  100  per¬ 
cent  of  every  contribution  goes  to  the 
project  by  the  giver. 

More  than  2,000  approved  projects 
serve  children,  youth  and  adults  in  the 
United  States,  Africa,  Asia  and  the  Pa¬ 
cific,  Europe,  Latin  America  and  the  Ca¬ 
ribbean,  and  the  Middle  East.  In  its  four 
decades  of  existence,  the  Advance  has 
enriched  millions  of  lives. 

One  of  my  responsibilities  at  United 
Methodist  Communications  is  to  promote 
and  interpret  the  Advance.  My  task  has 
been  eased  greatly  by  the  excellent  and 
informative  series  of  articles  on  the  Ad¬ 
vance  by  the  Reporter  (see  related  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  Advance  emphasizes  partnership.  I 
applaud  this  demonstration  of  partnership 
as  the  Reporter  has  assisted  me  in  telling 
the  exciting  stories  of  the  Advance. 

Congratulations  on  a  job  well  done! 

Barbara  Dunlap-Berg 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


By  NELLE  WEDDINGTON 

Were  you  ever  one  of  “Ten  brave  Chris¬ 
tians?”  I  was.  -  • 

Memory  of  the 
time  of  year  and  ac-  jK  ;j 

companying  circum-  ^ 

stances  have  faded 
from  the  moment  ' 
that  dramatically,  I 
and  I  hope  irrevoca- " 
bly,  changed  the  pat¬ 
tern  of  my  life.  ..  „  ...  ... 

It  was  Sunday  Nelle  Weddmgton 

morning  sometime  in  the  early  1970s 
when  our  pastor  announced  from  the  pul¬ 
pit  that  he  was  looking  for  “Ten  Brave 
Christians.”  If  there  were  people  who 
would  answer  the  call,  he  said,  please 
meet  him  after  the  service. 

I  heard  little  of  the  sermon 

I  heard  little  of  the  sermon  that  fol¬ 
lowed.  My  mind  was  filled  with  ques¬ 
tions,  and  because  I  knew  our  pastor 
well,  I  was  sure  this  was  a  serious  mat¬ 
ter.  And,  although  I  certainly  would  not 
think  of  myself  as  a  "brave  Christian,”  I 
was  challenged  and  eager  to  know  more. 

There  may  have  been  more  than  10  of 
us  who  assembled  in  a  classroom  off  the 
sanctuary.  Some  of  the  faces  I  remember 
but  few  names  come  back  to  me.  When  the 
"call"  was  outlined,  10  of  us  signed  up. 

We  met  that  same  afternoon  and  sat  in 
a  circle  in  the  sunlight  and  when  we  met 
together  afterwards,  we  always  did  it 
that  way. 

Each  of  us  was  handed  a  small  thick 
workbook  prepared  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  gave  specific  guide¬ 
lines  for  the  program  we  would  follow.  It 
was  planned  for  a  six-week  period. 

The  first  requirement  was  to  rise  at 
5:30  each  morning  for  prayer  and  wor¬ 
ship.  The  workbook  had  a  page  for  each 
day  headed  by  a  Scripture  that  all  of  us 
would  read.  After  this  was  our  prayer 
time.  The  time  began  with  praise  and 
worship,  followed  by  petitions. 

The  petitions  varied  from  day  to  day, 
including  our  government  and  those  in 
authority,  our  church  and  all  Christian 
churches,  ministers  and  missionaries,  the 
sick,  the  hungry,  the  lonely,  the  poor,  and 
those  in  prison.  Our  own  family  needs 
were  lifted  up.  Always,  we  closed  with  the 
prayer  our  Lord  taught  His  disciples. 

The  second  requirement  was  to  write 
down  one  thing  we  would  do  that  day  for 
someone  who  could  not  possibly  return 
the  kindness. 

In  the  beginning,  this  was  the  hardest 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follotcing: 

“Jesus  said  to  him,  ‘Have  you  be¬ 
lieved  because  you  have  seen  me? 
Blessed  are  those  who  have  not  seen 
and  yet  believe.’  ” 


part  of  the  program.  When  we  met  we 
exchanged  ideas.  Some  things  were  obvi¬ 
ous,  such  as  a  trip  to  the  nursing  home  or 
a  visit  to  a  sick  friend,  but  then  we  had  to 
be  imaginative.  It  was  good  training.  We 
really  thought  about  others. 

We  wrote  notes  to  the  lonely 

We  wrote  notes  to  the  lonely,  took  food 
to  the  hungry,  invited  elderly  friends  for 
a  drive,  offered  transportation  to  those 
who  needed  it,  and  because  I  was  teach¬ 
ing,  I  found  many  children  waiting  to  be 
hugged  and  encouraged  in  special  ways. 

Finally,  we  were  to  attend  a  weekly 
meeting  in  which  we  discussed  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  strengthened -one  another  in 
our  “walk.” 

I  am  amazed  when  I  look  back  and  re¬ 
alize  that  at  least  15  years  ago  it  took 
only  six  weeks  for  me  to  form  a  habit 
more  precious  and  effective  than  any 
other  in  my  whole  life. 

The  joys  of  this  discipline  have  been 
my  sunrise  communion  with  the  Lord  be¬ 
fore  the  day  grabs  me  and  I  am  absorbed 
in  secular  things;  systematic  Bible  read¬ 
ing  and  prayer;  and  in  being  sensitive  to 
the  needs  of  others. 

I  wonder  how  many  of  those  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  "Ten  Brave  Christians” 
program  have  had  my  experience.  Who 
and  where  are  you?  Perhaps  you  would 
say  with  me:  “The  Lord’s  unfailing  love 
and  mercy  still  continue,  as  fresh  as  the 
morning,  as  sure  as  the  sunrise”  (Lamen¬ 
tations  3:22-23). 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Nelle  Weddington  is  a  member  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church.  Memphis, 
Tenn.  (Memphis  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Acts  10:34-35) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  12 
Monday:  Psalm  126 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  43:1-13 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  43:16-21 
Thursday:  John  12:1-8 
Friday:  John  12:  9-19 
Saturday:  Philippians  3:1-7 
Sunday:  Philippians  3:8-14 


PRESIDENT 

OF  THE  AFRICA  UNIVERSITY 

The  Board  of  Director  of  the  proposed 
United  Methodist  University  In  Africa  in¬ 
vites  applications  and  nominations  for  the 
position  of  President.  The  University  will  be 
located  in  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe.  The  Uni¬ 
versity  will  be  a  comprehensive  institution 
offering  both  undergraduate  and  graduate 
programs  in  theological  education,  business 
administration,  agriculture,  and  career  and 
professional  fields.  The  University  will  enroll 
up  to  600  within  the  next  three  years  with 
an  ultimate  goal  of  2,000. 

The  President  is  the  chief  executive  officer 
responsible  for  university  administration  with¬ 
in  the  policies  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
reports  directly  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  The 
President  is  expected  to  provide  leadership  in 
campus  and  program  development. 

Qualifications  for  this  position  include: 

1.  A  commitment  to  the  mission  of  United 
Methodist  higher  education 

2.  A  doctorate  degree 

3.  Senior  level  administrative  skills  and  ex¬ 
perience  in  higher  education 

4  A  strong  record  of  scholarship  and  teaching 

5.  The  capacity  for  leadership  and  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  present  the  university  to  its  outside 
constituencies 

6.  The  ability  to  communicate  effectively 
Preference  will  be  given  to  African  and 

United  Methodist  candidates  because  of 
the  mission  of  the  University.  Applications 
and  nominations  with  curriculum  vitae  and 
names  of  references  should  be  sent  by  April 
1,  1989  to:  Bishop  Emilio  J.M.  de  Car¬ 
valho,  Chair  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
The  Africa  University,  Calxa  Postal  68-C, 
Luanda,  Angola  or  Dr.  Roger  W.  Ireson, 
Office  of  the  General  Secretary,  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  871, 
Nashville,  TN  37202. 

(Aff irmollve  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer) 
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Church  group  gauges  quake  relief 


Armenians  thank  American  delegation  for  congregations 9  generosity 


have  done  so  much  for  Armenia.” 

Bishop  Karekin  admitted  that  there 
was  some  disorganization  early  in  the  re¬ 
lief  effort. 

“At  first,  people  were  so  distraught,” 
he  said.  “I  heard  one  man  say,  ‘I  am  not 
interested  in  that  (aid);  I  lost  seven  sons. 
I  need  only  a  gallon  of  petrol  [gasoline] 
and  a  match.’  In  his  grief,  he  wanted  to 
set  himself  on  fire.” 

The  Armenian  church,  which  handled 
aid  from  both  western  churches  and  gov¬ 
ernments,  used  checks  and  doublechecks 
to  make  sure  that  aid  went  to  only  earth¬ 
quake  victims. 

Despite  the  laborious  process,  the  dio¬ 
cese  helped  20,000  people— sometimes  as 
many  as  600  per  day— and  expects  to  aid 
an  additional  30,000,  said  Bishop  Karekin. 

His  explanation  of  the  detailed  ac¬ 
counting  of  the  distribution  of  relief  aid 
satisfied  Herbert  H.  Henderson,  a  United 
Methodist  layman. 

“I  was  totally  and  completely  satisfied 
with  his  accounting  system,”  said  Mr.  Hen¬ 
derson,  a  Huntington,  W.Va.,  attorney. 

‘They  went  overboard’ 

Ann  Beardslee,  the  Presbyterian  lay- 
woman  who  heads  up  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  said  she  was  impressed  with  the 
procedures  to  account  for  the  aid. 

“If  anything,  they  went  overboard,” 
said  Ms.  Beardslee.  “We  are  partners;  we 
don’t  need  to  know  where  every  box  of 
supplies  went. 

“We  aren’t  here  to  see  that;  we’ve  come 
to  see  what  we  can  do  next,”  she  said. 

She  said  Church  World  Service  plans 
to  send  school  and  health  kits  in  response 
to  a  direct  request  from  the  head  of  the 
tiny  Baptist  community  in  Yerevan,  the 
Rev.  Yuri  Avenessian. 

Other  relief  work  will  be  coordinated 
through  a  commission  appointed  by  the 
Soviet  government.  It  is  expected  to  in¬ 
clude  church  representatives. 

Kenlynn  Schroeder,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  laywoman  who  heads  up  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Church  World  Service  relief 
arm,  said,  “Under  the  circumstances,  I 
think  they  did  a  marvelous  job.” 

First-time  aid  to  Soviet  Union 


j7USSR: 

Relief 
and 

Revival 

T 


FIRST  IN  AN  EXCLUSIVE 
REPORTER  SERIES 
By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 


sent  help  into  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  agency  sent  five  planeloads  of 
supplies— more  than  $875,000  worth  of 
medical  supplies,  water  purification  tab¬ 


lets  and  275  bales  of  woolen  blankets. 

In  addition,  an  appeal  was  made  to 
member  churches  for  $1  million  to  fi¬ 
nance  longterm  recovery  projects. 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  relief 
agency  responded  with  grants  of  $20,000 
and  $15,000  to  help  pay  shipping  costs. 

The  denomination  also  has  collected 
more  than  $235,000  from  individual  do¬ 
nors  to  help  Armenia  rebuild.  (United 
Methodists  can  contribute  to  Armenian 
relief  by  designating  their  local  church 
gifts  for  Advance  No.  250200-8.  Such  gifts 
may  be  forwarded  through  any  annual 
conference  treasurer). 

‘Church  work’  proves  hard 

Bishop  Karekin  said  about  300  tons  of 
relief  supplies— 14  planeloads— were  de¬ 
livered  to  his  diocese  alone,  where  he 
and  his  priests  worked  around  the  clock 
to  distribute  it. 

The  bishop,  who  often  slept  on  an  of¬ 
fice  couch  during  the  first  two  months  of 
the  relief  effort,  said,  “I  never  thought 
before  how  hard  church  work  could  be. 

"But  when  they  [earthquake  victims] 
saw  how  the  whole  world  was  offering  to 
help,  it  gave  us  moral  strength. 

“We  want  to  express  our  gratitude  to 
all  the  people  of  the  world,”  said  Bishop 
Karekin. 


YEREVAN,  Armenia— “I  can  account 
for  every  pair  of  pants  I  took  in  and  gave 
out,”  said  Bishop  Karekin  Nersissian, 
spreading  open  his  record  book. 

The  Armenian  church  official  was  re¬ 
assuring  a  group  of  Americans  that  aid 
sent  by  western  churches,  including 
United  Methodists,  did  reach  victims  of 
the  December  1988  earthquake. 

Some  news  reports  charged  that  some 
aid  was  not  reaching  cities  hardest  hit  by 
the  quake. 

More  compelling  evidence  may  have 
been  the  ordinary  people  who  pressed 
around  members  of  an  American  church 
delegation  at  every  stop  to  thank  them 
for  their  help. 

Early  disorganization  overcome 

In  careful  English,  one  young  woman 
waiting  in  a  clothing  distribution  line 
said,  "We  thank  America  so  much.  You 


SHIRAKAN,  Armenia— Polish-born  Yuri  Tigeravich,  an  Armenian  resident  for  nearly  half  a  century,  shovels 
through  the  rubble  of  the  home  he  built  for  himself  and  his  family  in  1930.  One  son  was  killed  in  last  December’s 
earthquake.  In  the  smaller  photo,  a  relief  volunteer  from  Estonia  assembles  one  of  several  prefabricated  shelters 
temporarily  housing  homeless  earthquake  victims.  reporter  staff  photos  by  glen  larum 


Armenians  dig  out  from  rubble 


to  rebuild  their  shattered  lives 

•O  4 1.-  •  •.  ,  • 


SHIRAKAN,  Armenia— On  this  cold, 
windy  afternoon,  the  only  movement  in 
this  roadside  village  is  an  old  man  shov¬ 
eling  rock  and  dirt  from  inside  the  crum¬ 
bled  walls  of  a  small  house. 

Yuri  Tigeravich  built  this  house  59 
years  ago. 

‘Til  rebuild  it  again,"  he  said,  stopping 
his  shoveling  for  a  moment  to  answer  a 
reporter’s  questions. 

He  is  Armenia  speaking. 

Church  leaders  like  Bishop  Karekin 
Nersissian,  vicar  of  the  Armenian  Apos¬ 
tolic  Church’s  diocese  in  the  capital  city 
of  Yerevan,  told  members  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches’  relief  agency  in¬ 
spection  team  recently  that  after  nearly 
three  months  of  emergency  relief  follow¬ 
ing  the  Dec.  1  earthquake,  clothing  and 
food  aid  is  no  longer  the  critical  need. 

Temporary  housing  needed 

What  is  needed  now  is  temporary 
housing  to  replace  the  straw-lined  tents 
and  railcars  into  which  people  are 
crowding  to  escape  the  bitter  cold,  said 
Bishop  Karekin. 

The  temporary  housing  would  also 
serve  as  living  quarters  until  stable 
housing  can  be  built,  he  said. 

Herbert  Henderson,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  layperson  from  Huntington,  W.Va.,  a 
.  member  of  the  NCC  relief  arm’s  board 
I  of  directors,  zeroed  in  on  the  bishop’s  re¬ 


quest.  He  said  the  ecumenical  relief 
agency  should  determine  whether  it  can 
help  meet  that  particular  need. 

Other  groups  are  responding  to  the 
need,  said  Bishop  Karekin. 

The  Italian  government  had  sent  200 
prefab  houses  to  the  region  two  weeks 
earlier,  and  Estonian  volunteers  were 
erecting  prefab  buildings  to  house,  tem¬ 
porarily,  residents  who  have  stayed  be¬ 
hind  in  Spitak,  a  city  destroyed  in  the 
earthquake. 

The  temporary  housing  would  allow 
many  earthquake  victims  now  living 
with  relatives  or  friends  in  Yerevan  to 
return  to  their  home  cities  or  enable  peo¬ 
ple  living  in  railcars  and  tents  to  move  to 
warmer  shelter. 

No  one  knows  just  how  long  it  will  take 
Armenia  to  rebuild  its  damaged  cities. 

Leninakan,  the  nation’s  second  largest 
city  with  a  population  of  290,000,  was  al¬ 
most  50  percent  destroyed. 

Kirovakan— population  160,000— lost 
almost  a  third  of  its  buildings,  as  did  Ste- 
phanabad. 

Could  take  3-5  years 

Spitak,  the  city  closest  to  the  epicenter 
of  the  earthquake  and  almost  totally  de¬ 
stroyed,  will  be  rebuilt  several  miles 
away  in  an  area  thought  to  be  less  vul¬ 
nerable  to  earthquakes. 

Kenlynn  Schroeder,  a  United  Method¬ 


ist  laywoman  and  head  of  the  NCC’s  di¬ 
saster  response  team,  said  the  rule  of 
thumb  used  in  relief  work  suggests  that 
longterm  recovery  could  take  from  three 
to  five  years. 

That  depends  on  the  ability  of  the  Soviet 
government  to  rebuild  the  main  build¬ 
ings— schools,  government  buildings,  hos¬ 
pitals— and  permanent  housing,  she  said. 

The  American  church  delegation, 
which  spent  two  days  in  the  region, 
heard  Armenians  affirm  again  and  again 
that  they  would  rebuild. 

“We  are  builders  here,”  a  man  in  near¬ 
by  Leninakan  told  a  reporter.  “In  a  few 
years,  this  city  will  stand  again.” 

While  Soviet  government  workers  mo¬ 
bilize  cranes,  bulldozers  and  dump 
trucks  to  clear  the  rubble  and  rebuild  the 
cities,  Mr.  Tigeravich  continues  to  dig 
through  the  stone  ruins  of  his  little  house. 

From  time  to  time  he  stoops  to  recov¬ 
er  a  relic  from  an  era  that  stopped  late 
that  December  morning  when  the  earth 
shuddered  for  30  eternal  seconds,  killing 
one  of  his  three  sons  and  crushing  the 
legs  of  another  with  falling  stones. 

A  few  feet  from  what  was  once  their 
front  door,  his  wife  sits  at  the  door  of  a 
canvas  tent  where  they  live  temporarily 
and  watches  as  he  works. 

The  only  sound  is  the  scraping  of  his 
shovel  on  stone. 


‘The  ice  has  melted,’  say  USSR, 
USA  church  leaders  in  new  pact 


MOSCOW— What  one  church  leader 
described  as  a  “door  to  the  heart  of  the 
Russian  people”  could  open  doors  in  Rus¬ 
sia  for  you  and  your  friends. 

And  American  doors  for  Russian 
Christians. 

Soviet  and  American  church  leaders 
last  week  hammered  out  an  historic  15- 
point  agenda  that  could  shape  relations 
between  Soviet  and  U.S.  Christians  over 
the  next  five  years. 

Sessions  at  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church’s  Danilov  Monastery  brought  to¬ 
gether  the  most  diverse  group  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  several  Soviet  churches  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 


United  States  in  the  30-year  history  of 
the  dialogues. 

The  sessions,  which  included  almost  40 
people  and  provided  a  variety  of  views 
from  within  the  Soviet  Union,  were  the 
most  far-ranging  discussions  in  the  history 
of  the  relationship,  several  observers  said. 

One  Russian  church  leader,  Metropoli¬ 
tan  David  of  Sukhumi  and  Abkhazia, 
said,  “The  ice  has  melted  [between  our 
two  countries]  and  we  have  entered  a 
new  age.” 

The  two  groups  agreed  to: 

•Promote  exchanges  of  theological 
students  and  faculty  members. 

•  Encourage  local  church-to-church 


contacts,  especially  in  connection  with 
the  sister  cities  programs  endorsed  by 
many  U.S.  civic  organizations. 

•  Work  for  participation  of  Christian 
youth  in  summer  work  camps,  confer¬ 
ences  and  family  visits. 

•  Establish  joint-volunteer  efforts  for 
work  with  Third  World  countries. 

•  Explore  the  possibility  of  creating 
Christian  work  camps  in  each  country 
that  would  bring  volunteers  together  for 
Bible  study,  cultural  sharing,  worship 
and  service  work. 

•Promote  joint  communications  ef¬ 
forts  for  publishing,  audio-visual  materi¬ 
als  and  television. 


I  EVANGELISM?  I 

Evangelism  is  “bringing  the  good  news.”  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  “good  news” 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  “in-house  newsletter, ”  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
i  214/630-6495  _ 4 


•  Bring  Christians  together  during 
summit  meetings,  disarmament  talks  or 
in  times  of  emergency  for  prayer  and 
celebration. 

•Continue  travel  seminars  and  pro¬ 
grams. 

•Assist  in  the  longterm  recovery  of 
the  earthquake  survivors  in  Armenia. 

•  Pursue  peace  and  justice  in  both  so¬ 
cieties,  recognizing  “the  spiritual  void” 
existing  in  both  the  U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R. 

The  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  the  NCC’s 
chief  executive,  praised  the  scope  of  the 
agreement  in  a  farewell  toast  and  said, 
“We  hope  this  [period  of  friendly  rela¬ 
tions]  is  not  just  a  brief  parentheses,  but 
a  divine  door  that  opens  to  the  heart  of 
the  Russian  people." 


She  pointed  out  that  it  was  the  first 
time  in  modern  times  that  the  church 
has  been  allowed  by  the  Soviet  govern¬ 
ment  to  do  social  service  work. 

It  was  also  the  first  time  in  its  42-year 
history  that  Church  World  Service  had 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  GLEN  LARUM 

YEREVAN,  Armenia— Bishop  Karekin  Nersissian  opens  a  record  book 
used  to  monitor  the  distribution  of  relief  aid  sent  to  the  Armenian  Apostolic 
Church  from  the  West.  Photojournalist  Nancy  Montoya  of  San  Antonio,  Tex¬ 
as,  (at  right)  was  with  a  group  of  American  church  leaders  who  visited  the 
area  devastated  by  a  Dec.  7  earthquake. 


Ravaged  country  survives  by  faith 


ETCHMlADZIN,  Armenia— Disaster 
is  no  stranger  to  Armenia.  But  neither  is 
faith. 

Disaster  has  come  in  all  its  guises— 
flood,  famine,  conquering  army,  savage 
oppressor  and  earthquake. 

The  Dec.  7  upheaval  that  destroyed 
four  major  cities,  killed  more  than  25,000 
people,  injured  about  30,000  more  and 
left  an  estimated  500,000  homeless  is  the 
latest  in  a  long  line  of  tragedies. 

Faith  has  answered  every  one. 

“It  (faith)  oozes  out  of  their  very  be¬ 
ing,”  said  Ann  Beardslee,  commenting' 
on  the  Armenian  people. 

Ms.  Beardslee  directs  relief  work  for 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
United  States  and  recently  viewed  the 
devastation  and  spoke  with  victims. 

Armenia  is  the  world’s  oldest  Christian 
nation,  dating  to  301  A.D.  when  King  Tiri- 
dates  was  converted  by  a  lay  missionary. 

Armenians  trace  their  faith  heritage 
even  farther  back— to  Genesis. 

The  nation  was  settled,  legend  says,  by 
the  direct  descendants  of  the  survivors  of 
the  biblical  flood.  It  was  on  the  nearby  Ar¬ 
arat  range  that  Noah’s  ark  came  to  rest, 
so  the  Bible  says. 

Armenians  believe  themselves  to  be  de¬ 
scendants  of  Noah’s  great-grandson  Hai. 

In  893  A.D.,  an  earthquake  killed  20,000 
people. 

In  1679,  the  capital  city  of  Yerevan- 
then  a  city  of  30,000— was  utterly  de¬ 
stroyed  by  an  earthquake. 

Not  only  natural  disasters  have  visited 
Armenia.  Situated  at  an  important  cross¬ 
roads  in  the  ancient  and  medieval  worlds, 


the  nation  has  fallen  to  conqueror  after 
conqueror. 

In  the  early  1900s,  the  neighboring 
Turks  killed  1.5  million  Armenians,  forced 
hundreds  of  thousands  to  flee  for  refuge 
and  gave  the  world  the  catch-phrase: 
“Starving  Armenians.” 

Yet,  Armenia  has  survived.  And  Arme¬ 
nians— who  call  themselves  “Job’s  peo¬ 
ple,"  a  reference  to  the  suffering  of  Job  in 
the  Old  Testament— have  endured. 

One  observer  credits  that  to  the  nation’s 
ancient  religious  faith. 

“The  Christian  faith  became  a  lasting 
glue  that  held  together  the  people  through 
the  thick  and  thin  of  invasions,  exiles,  per¬ 
secutions  and  wholesale  massacres  run¬ 
ning  for  16  centuries,”  the  observer  noted 
in  an  article,  “Christianity  Today  in  the 
Soviet  Union.” 

Even  now,  after  more  than  80  years  of 
official  repression  of  the  faith  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  a  Yerevan  University  student  told 
the  Reporter,  “We  are  all  Christians.” 

This,  despite  the  fact  that  only  32  Ar¬ 
menian  Apostolic  churches  remain  open 
in  a  nation  of  nearly  four  million,  is  a 
testament  to  the  deep-rootedness  of  the 
faith  as  part  of  the  national  culture. 

The  church  was  a  key  player  in  the  lat¬ 
est  relief  effort.  Western  churches  and 
western  governments  funneled  relief  sup¬ 
plies— food,  clothing  and  medicines— 
through  the  Armenian  Christian  church’s 
headquarters  at  Etchmiadzin. 

Church  spokespersons  said  His  Holi¬ 
ness  Vasken  I  and  his  priests  worked 
around  the  clock  in  the  early  days  of  the 
tragedy,  routing  supplies  to  hospitals  and 


earthquake  victims. 

The  church’s  work  was  not  limited  to 
material  assistance. 

With  the  recent  loosening  of  Soviet 
government  restrictions  on  church  activ¬ 
ity,  priests  resumed  their  ancient  roles 
as  spiritual  leaders. 

Priests  worked  tirelessly  comforting 
earthquake  victims,  including  children 
who  had  limbs  amputated,  and  per¬ 
formed  baptisms  by  the  thousands  as 
well  as  hearing  confessions  and  giving 
communion. 

This  public  re-emergence  of  the 
church  has  added  a  powerful  spiritual  di¬ 
mension  to  the  recovery  effort,  church 
leaders  say. 

\  L_  ■  « 
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YEREVAN,  Armenia — University  student  Aivanan  Azmine  (center)  tells  an  American  television  news  crew  how 
grateful  she  and  her  fellow  Armenians  are  for  the  aid  U.S.  churches  have  given  her  earthquake-shattered  country. 
Armenian  Apostolic  Church  officials  told  a  delegation  from  Church  World  Service,  the  American  ecumenical  relief 
agency,  that  they  can  prove  that  “every  pair  of  pants”  Americans  sent  reached  an  Armenian  affected  by  the  quake. 


PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARCH  10,  1989 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

BALTIMORE— The  renowned  Baltimore  Clergywomen’s  Choir  performs  during  opening  worship  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women.  The  choir  also  was  among  groups 
to  perform  last  spring  at  the  denomination’s  1988  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis. 

Women’s  agency  focuses  effort 
on  overcoming  ‘image  crisis’ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE— If  you  have  a  negative 
image  of  the  United  Methodist  agency 
that  advocates  for  women’s  issues  in  the 
church,  that  commission  hopes  to  change 
your  mind  during  the  next  four  years. 

“No  other  agency  is  under  the  watchful 
eye  of  so  many."  said  the  Rev.  Linda  E. 
Thomas  of  Washington,  president  of  the 
General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  which  met  last  month. 

“There  is  no  other  agency  where  the 
commission  members  wonder  about  its 
future  existence,’’  Ms.  Thomas  continued. 

“I  have  been  doing  a  lot  of  thinking 
about  our  image  in  the  church.  COSROW 
has  an  image  crisis.  The  General  Secre¬ 
tariat  plans  to  use  the  services  of  consul¬ 
tants  to  help  to  deal  with  the  agency’s 
image  crisis.” 

Ms.  Thomas  told  the  Reporter  that  one 
tension  within  the  women’s  advocacy 
agency  last  quadrennium  (1985-88)- was 
that  local  churches  did  not  know  whether 
the  commission  was  really  addressing 
the  needs  of  women  at  the  local  church 
level.  She  plans  to  correct  that  problem 
by  creating  an  ad  hoc  committee  to  deal 
with  how  the  commission  is  perceived  by 
local  churches. 

"This  will  be  a  commission  think-tank 
with  expertise  in  the  media,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Thomas  added  that  the  commis¬ 
sion  members  have  asked  each  other, 


“What  does  it  mean  to  really  work  with 
small  churches?” 

One  commission  member  who  ad¬ 
dressed  that  concern  during  the  agency’s 
recent  meeting  was  Bishop  Robert  Spain 
(Louisville  Area). 

During  one  plenary,  he  said  the  agency 
needs  to  reach  out  to  “laywomen  who 
have  two,  three  and  four  jobs  in  those 
small  local  churches. 

"Sometimes  we  overpower  them  with 
the  big  structure  of  the  church,”  said  the 
bishop.  “Many  of  these  churches  don’t 
have  a  COSROW  organization  but  they 
still  need  our  help.  We  need  to  think 
about  those  churches  because  we  don’t 
do  enough  for  them.” 

The  commission  at  its  meeting  last 
month  set  15  goals  to  help  women 
achieve  “full  and  equal  responsibility  in 
the  total  life  and  mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

The  46-member  commission  says  most 
of  the  new  programs  are  aimed  at  annual 
conferences  and  local  churches  in  hopes  of 
clearing  the  agency’s  “negative  image.” 

Goals  include: 

S  Assisting  more  annual  conference 
committees  on  the  status  and  role  of 
women; 

f  Developing  models  of  partnership 
and  inclusiveness  to  bring  women  into 
full  participation  of  the  church; 

f  Challenging  the  church  to  use  var¬ 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  Crystal 
Lake.  Illinois,  45  miles  northwest  of  Chicago  look¬ 
ing  for  Director  of  Music  to  develop  an  exciting 
music  ministry:  superb  people  skills,  managerial 
ability,  proven  recruitment  skills.  2  manual,  37 
rank,  Cassavant  tracker  organ  with  variable  wind¬ 
ing.  Send  resume  by  May  15  to:  The  Rev.  Ray 
Rhoads,  236  West  Crystal  Lake  Avenue,  Crystal 
Lake,  IL  60014.  (815)  459-0785. 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  sought 
for  dynamic  congregation  of  5000  members.  Busi¬ 
ness  degree.  5-10  years  related  experience,  and 
outstanding  interpersonal  skills  a  must.  Responsi- 
ble  for  financial,  facilities  and  personnel  manage¬ 
ment.  Strong  computers  knowledge  a  plus. 
Compensation  commensurate  with  Qualifications. 
Resume  to:  Roswell  United  Methodist  (Roswell. 
Georgia),  c/o  Lynn  Hood.  2309  North  Forest  Dr., 
Marietta.  GA  30062. 

CHURCHWORKS  WITH  CLERGY/TAX-88: 
church  management  application  templates  for 
IBM  and  Apple  II  compatible  computers  (and 
others).  $40.00  Ppd.  Templates  work  with: 
AlphaWorks,  Appleworks,  DoReMe,  Eight-In- 
One,  First  Choice,  Microsoft  Works,  PC  Quintet, 
etc.  ChurchWorks  includes:  attendance;  contri¬ 
butions;  budgeting  and  accounting;  planning, 
goal  setting,  and  evaluation;  committee  work; 
music  and  worship;  church  school,  and  more. 
Clergy/Tax-88  is  designed  especially  to  help 
clergy  with  1988  tax  returns.  Send  for  details: 
Software  Sharing  Ministries.  P.O.  Box  657,  Sit¬ 
ka.  AK  99835. 

Y'OUTH  DIRECTOR-  FAST  GROWING  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Jacksonville.  FL.  suburb.  Enthusi¬ 
astic,  dynamic  spirit-filled  leader  of  100  youth 
program-  June  opening.  College  degree  pre¬ 
ferred.  references  required.  Salary  negotiable. 
Application  cut  off  by  March  22,  1989.  Rev.  W. 
Kirtley,  Orange  Park  United  Methodist  Church, 
2063  Park  Avenue,  Orange  Park,  FL  32073. 
Phone:  (904)264-2241. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo- 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067,  627-9507. 

CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Tapp  Me¬ 
morial  UMC,  New  Boston,  Texas.  600  member  con¬ 
gregation  with  growing  children's  department. 
Develop  full  program  in  both  areas.  Work  with 
children,  youth  choir  and  handbell  directors.  Full- 

time  Send  resume:  Jimmy  Williams,  Box  35,  New 
Boston,  TX  75570. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT  for 
church  of  1800  members.  Job  description  avail¬ 
able.  Salary  $18,000,  negotiable,  depending  on  ex¬ 
perience.  Send  resumes  to:  Search  Committee, 
FUMC,  201  John  Wesley  Blvd..  Bossier  City,  LA 
71112. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  Si  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
or  more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming.  $8  tickets.  New  grilled  bur- 
ger  cookout,  and  breakfast.  All  for  $23  each!  Call 
(501)253-8418  today! 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  posi¬ 
tion  available  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 

Odessa.  Texas.  Our  church  of  2000  +  members 
is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  to  compliment  a  staff  including  a  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Music,  Director  of  Youth  Ministry. 
Associate  Pastor  and  Pastor.  Creative  leader¬ 
ship  is  encouraged.  Education  program  is 
strong.  We  desire  a  director  with  experience. 
Address  resumes  to:  Rev.  Charles  N.  Crutch- 

WANTED:  PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for 
growing  church.  Responsibilities  include  directing 
adult  choir  and  development  of  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  choirs.  Salary  negotiable  depending  on  ex¬ 
perience.  Send  resume  to:  Minister,  Vista  Ysleta 
United  Methodist  Church,  11860  Rojas  Drive.  El 
Paso.  TX  79936.  All  applications  must  be  received 
by  March  20, 1989.  1 

Telephone:  (915)  337-1527. 

POSITION  OPEN  DIRECTOR/MANAGER  at 
Pine  Creek  Camp  (North  Indiana  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church).  Applicants  should 
have  a  background  in  camp  supervision.  Position 
is  full-time  year-round.  Apply  with  resume  to:  The 
Reverend  Steve  Anderson,  Director  of  Outdoor 
Ministries  at  1105  North  Western  Avenue,  Marion, 

IN  4695?.  (317)  664-5138,  by  March  16,  1989.  A  job 
description  will  be  supplied.  The  North  Indiana 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  an 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME  Director  of 
Music  and  Program.  620-member  church.  Re¬ 
quires  training  in  sacred  music,  understanding  of 
worship.  Program  area  involves  oversight  of  lay 
volunteers  in  on-going  program,  developing  new 
program  possibilities  with  singles,  senior  citizens. 
Applications  accepted  through  March  31.  Resume 
to:  Dr.  William  Treude,  FUMC,  106  East  Cleve¬ 
land.  Beeville.  TX  78102. 

TOUR  CHINA  WITH  IWETA  McINTOSH,  JIM 

and  Ellen  Palmer  in  November  1989  Meet  Chi¬ 
nese  church  leaders.  Write  for  reservation  bro¬ 
chure:  2214  Tenth  Street.  Wichita  Falls.  TX 
76309 

FULL-TIME  PROGRAM  DEVELOPMENT  Coor¬ 
dinator  Responsibilities:  Coordinate  the  education 
and  program  of  the  Church  through  Council  on 
Ministries.  Salary  based  upon  experience  Send  re¬ 
sume  by  May  1,  1989:  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Attn:  Ken  Caraway.  Box  445,  Galax,  VA 
24333. 

FOR  SALE  MARTHA'S  VINEYARD.  Furnished  2 
bedroom  summer  cottage  in  historic  Oak  Bluffs 
Campground.  Excellent  condition.  Nice  neighbors. 
$129,500.  Call  (201)377-2166 

POPULAR  COLORADO  ROCKIES  CAMP  located 
on  10  acres  in  Pike  National  Forest.  45  miles  west 
of  Denver.  Openings  still  available  for  summer. 
Washington  Park  UMC,  1955  E.  Arizona.  Denver, 

CO  80210.  (303)  777-3043. 

TRAINING  IN  SPIRITUAL  DIRECTION  (a  phy- 
chosynthesis  approach).  Opportunities  to  experi¬ 
ence  and  begin  training  in  this  unique  and  creative 

educative  process  being  offered  as  follows:  One- 
week  intensives:  June  11-16  in  Leavenworth.  KS; 
June  25-30  in  Winslow.  ME.  Two-week  intensives: 
July  16-28  in  Boerne,  TX;  July  30-August  11  in 
Maryknoll.  NY.  For  more  information /registra¬ 
tion  materials  write  or  telephone:  Dr.  Harold 
Edwards  (Rel.D.  STC,  Claremont),  9305  Glenlake 
Drive.  Austin,  TX  78730.  Home:  (512)  338-4533  Of¬ 
fice  (512)  454-7679. 

SINGLES  MINISTRY.  1100-MEMBER  CHURCH 
seeks  Coordinator  of  Singles  Ministries.  Half¬ 
time,  $6,000  per  year.  Resumes  to:  Park  Hill 
UMC.  5209  Montview,  Denver,  CO  80207.  (303) 
322-1867. 

WESLEY  RANKIN  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
seeks:  Women's  Program  Director,  bi-lingual 
(Spanish/English).  Supervise,  implement  pro¬ 
grams  for  women,  children  in  innercity.  Also, 
Youth  Director,  bi-lingual,  supervise,  implement 
programs  for  innercity  youth.  Both  self-motivated, 
team  players,  with  ability  to  work  with  various 
cultures,  volunteers,  ages.  Degrees  preferred/not 
required.  Send  resume:  Executive  Director,  3100 
Crossman.  Dallas,  TX  75212. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  YOUTH  MINISTRIES, 
Visitor  Orientation:  Dynamic  suburban  church. 
Housing  possible,  benefits  competitive.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  salary  needs:  Good  Shepherd  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  9701  New  Hampshire  Avenue,  Silver 
Spring,  MD  20903, 

the 
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today 


Florida  man  convicted 
in  shooting  of  minister 

GENEVA,  Fla.  (RNS)— A  60-year-old 
homeowner  has  been  found  guilty  of 
manslaughter  in  the  fatal  shooting  of  a 
United  Methodist  minister  who  tres¬ 
passed  on  his  property  last  September. 

After  a  four-day  trial,  a  Circuit  Court 
jury  found  Joseph  Wallace  guilty  in  the 
shooting  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Conner, 
minister  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Geneva.  Mr.  Wallace  will  be 
sentenced  April  17  and  could  receive  be¬ 
tween  seven  and  12  years  in  prison. 

Mr.  Conner  had  driven  onto  Mr.  Wal¬ 
lace’s  five  acres  of  heavily  wooded  prop¬ 
erty  Sept.  11  while  searching  for  the 
home  of  a  church  member  who  lived 
next  door. 

Council  leaders  recommend 
expanding  homosexuality  panel 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (RNS)— The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  26-member  commit¬ 
tee  on  homosexuality  may  be  expanded 
to  include  an  openly  gay  man  and  an  “or¬ 
thodox  Bible  scholar.” 

That  recommendation  is  being  made 
by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
which  appointed  the  panel  on  homosex¬ 
uality,  in  response  to  complaints  that  the 
committee  was  unbalanced. 

The  executive  committee  recommen¬ 
dation,  according  to  a  report  of  actions 
taken  at  a  Feb.  20-21  meeting  in  Dayton, 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  entire  General 
Council  on  Ministries  when  it  meets 
April  21-24. 

Cleveland  pastor  named 
world  evangelism  associate 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMR)— 
The  Rev.  Ellsworth  Kalas  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  has  been  appointed  associate  in 
world  evangelism  by  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council. 

He  will  work  through  evangelism 
events,  pastors’  schools,  retreats,  and 
seminars  in  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Kalas  recently  retired  as  senior 
pastor  of  Church  of  the  Saviour  (United 
Methodist)  in  Cleveland,  where  he  served 
for  15  years. 

Judicial  Council  changes 
site  for  April  meeting 

HAMMOND,  La.  (UMNS)— The  April 
19-23  meeting  of  the  Judicial  Council, 
United  Methodism’s  ‘‘highest  court,”  will 
be  held  in  Dallas  instead  of  Phoenix. 

Tom  Matheny,  council  president,  said 
the  change  was  made  because  of  a  con¬ 
tinuing  dispute  over  Arizona’s  failure  to 
observe  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.’s  birth¬ 
day  as  a  holiday. 

The  Desert  Southwest  Conference 
council  on  ministries  has  asked  general 
church  groups  not  to  meet  in  Arizona  un¬ 
til  the  observance  is  approved. 

The  Judicial  Council  has  10  items  on 
its  docket,  including  reconsideration  of 
two  decisions  handed  down  at  its  October 
meeting. 


Scouting  ministries 

UM  Men  plan  national  event  to  celebrate  long  involvement 


ied  images  of  God; 

/  Monitoring  more  of  the  church’s 
agencies,  seminaries,  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities; 

'f  Monitoring  church  publications  and 
publishers  of  curricula  to  encourage 
them  to  use  positive  images  of  women  in 
the  church; 

f  Hosting  more  regional,  annual  con¬ 
ference,  and  local  church  training  events 
for  women. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— Attention,  Boy  Scouts, 
Girl  Scouts  and  Campfire  troopers: 

You’ll  want  to  mark  August  1992  on 
your  calendars. 

That’s  when  United  Methodist  Men 
will  sponsor  a  national  event  in  historic 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  to  crown  the  church’s 
decades-long  success  with  Scouting  min¬ 
istries. 

That  news  was  part  of  a  report  on  the 
continued  growth  of  United  Methodist 
Scouting  ministries  given  by  the  Division 
of  United  Methodist  Men  Feb.  25  at  the 
spring  meeting  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  new  Boy  Scout 
units  were  begun  during  1988  by  United 
Methodist  churches,  said  director 
Charles  L.  Jones  of  Van  Nuys,  Calif.  Mr. 
Jones  is  chairman  of  the  Discipleship  di¬ 
vision. 

That’s  about  the  same  as  1987,  said 
David  W.  Worley,  director  of  United 
Methodist  Men's  Youth  Serving  Minis¬ 
tries  Section. 

The  new  units  have  brought  an  addi¬ 
tional  6,000  youth  under  the  guidance  of 
United  Methodist  Scout  troops,  Mr.  Jones 
said. 

“Scouting’s  God  and  Country  program 
has  risen  15  percent  in  the  past  year,” 
Mr.  Jones  said.  “More  than  one-third  of 
all  religious  badges  in  Scouting  are 
awarded  through  units  sponsored  by 
United  Methodist  churches.” 

Overall,  United  Methodist  Scouting 
ministries  have  reached  200,000  new 
youth  over  the  past  five  years,  Mr.  Jones 
continued  in  his  report. 

Altogether,  United  Methodist  troops 
enroll  327,000  Boy  Scouts,  Mr.  Worley 
said. 

Exact  figures  for  Girl  Scouts  and 
Campfire  are  not  readily  attainable,  be¬ 
cause  those  organizations  don’t  keep  the 
same  kinds  of  statistics  as  does  the  na¬ 
tional  Boy  Scouts  of  America  organiza¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Worley  told  the  Reporter. 

But  a  good  estimate  obtained  through 
Scouting  coordinators  in  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  73  annual  conferences  indicates 
that  United  Methodists  reach  500,000 
youths  nationwide  through  units  in  all 
three  organizations  that  local  churches 
sponsor,  Mr.  Worley  added. 

Boy  Scouts  of  America  are  an  offshoot 
of  a  boys’  program  begun  in  Great  Brit¬ 


ain  early  in  the  20th  century. 

Girl  Scouts  of  America,  patterned  after 
Great  Britain’s  Girl  Guides  program,  also 
was  founded  in  the  early  20th  century. 

Campfire  began  as  an  outdoors  pro¬ 
gram  for  girls  only  but  in  recent  years 


has  become  a  co-educational  youth  orga¬ 
nization. 

All  three  originally  emphasized  out¬ 
door  skills  but  have  adapted  with  the 
times  to  teach  youngsters  life  skills,  hob¬ 
bies,  arts  and  crafts. 


People  in  the  News 

Scout  earns  national  post 


A  member  of  a  United  Methodist-spon¬ 
sored  Boy  Scout  troop  has  been  elected 
national  vice  chief  of  the  scouting  orga¬ 
nization’s  honor  society,  the  Order  of  the 
Arrow. 

Angelo  Cappelli  of  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla.,  is  a  sophomore  at  Yale  University 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.  But  when  he’s  home 
from  college,  the  Eagle  Scout  still  serves 
as  an  assistant  scoutmaster  of  Troop  294, 
sponsored  by  Lakewood  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  St.  Petersburg. 

“He  has  stayed  very  active,”  said 
Scoutmaster  Keith  Sales,  computer  oper¬ 
ations  manager  at  Morton  F.  Plant  Hos¬ 
pital  in  nearby  Clearwater.  “He  has 
never  forgotten  the  troop.  ” 

When  Mr.  Cappelli  is  home  for  sum¬ 
mer  vacation  or  any  breaks,  he  attends 
Scout  meetings  and  teaches  Scout  class¬ 
es,  said  Mr.  Sales. 

“Angelo  is  unusual  in  that  he  sets  goals 
for  himself,”  Mr.  Sales  said.  “When  he 
transferred  into  the  troop  from  an  inac¬ 
tive  troop  at  age  12  or  13,  he  had  set  his 
sights  on  achieving  the  rank  of  Eagle." 

According  to  his  scoutmaster,  the 
young  man’s  goals  included  being  admit¬ 
ted  to  Yale  and  becoming  national  chief 
of  the  Order  of  the  Arrow. 

He  achieved  one  and  came  within  just 
a  few  votes  of  obtaining  the  other,  wind¬ 
ing  up  as  vice  chief,  said  Mr.  Sales.  Or¬ 
der  of  the  Arrow  promotes  community 
service  among  Scouts. 

His  scoutmaster  said  Mr.  Capelli’s 
plans  include  public  service  work. 

While  with  the  United  Methodist  troop, 
Mr.  Cappelli  helped  establish  a  local  “na¬ 
ture  trail”  project  in  a  city  park  and  as¬ 
sisted  a  neighborhood  Meals-on-Wheels 
program  for  senior  citizens. 

“He  has  been  a  great  asset  to  our 
troop,”  said  Mr.  Sales.  “The  whole  purpose 
of  Boy  Scouting  is  for  the  older  boys  to 
teach  younger  boys  and  bring  them  along. 

"Angelo,  more  than  any  other  Scout  that 
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Angelo  Cappelli 

.  .  .  achieves  txigh  scouting  honor 

I  have  ever  seen,  has  really  lived  up  to 
that.” 

Like  many  in  Mr.  Sales’  troop,  Mr. 
Cappelli  is  not  a  United  Methodist.  He 
and  his  family  are  Roman  Catholics. 

“This  is  a  great  example  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  outreach  to  the  com¬ 
munity  that  a  Roman  Catholic  youth  can 
be  embraced  by  the  church’s  scouting 
program,”  said  Mr.  Sales. 

He  noted  that  in  his  six  years  as  scout¬ 
master,  fewer  than  half  the  troop’s 
members  have  been  from  families  that 
belong  to  Lakewood  UMC.  The  church 
also  sponsors  Cub  Scout  Pack  294. 

Mr.  Cappelli  said,  “I  always  enjoyed 
my  ties  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  including  the  annual  Scout  Sun¬ 
day. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  never 
forced  their  beliefs  on  me  and  we  had  a 
great  relationship,”  he  said. 


Discipleship: 


Directors  endorse  spiritual 
nurture,  evangelism,  education 


‘Vision  2000’ 
looks  to  future 

NASHVILLE— Your  local  church  is 
being  encouraged  to  look  to  the  future 
through  “Vision  2000,”  a  program  of  the 
evangelism  section  of  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Vision  2000’s  primary  goals  are  to  in¬ 
crease  worship  and  Sunday  school  atten¬ 
dance,  attract  new  members  and  start 
churches. 

Other  goals  include  increasing  personal 
giving  to  local  churches,  encouraging 
young  adults  to  enter  church  vocations  and 
increasing  social  outreach  ministries. 

To  support  Vision  2000  the  evangelism 
section  will  publish  stories  about  fast¬ 
growing  churches,  conduct  research  on 
those  churches  and  hold  training  events 
to  reach  specialized  audiences  such  as 
“baby  boomers.” 

More  information  is  available  from 
the  Section  on  Evangelism,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  TN  37202-0840. 

Name  debate 
hinders  resource 

For  want  of  a  name,  a  new  resource 
for  black  United  Methodist  families  has 
been  delayed  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  proposal  was  referred  back  to  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Section  after  di¬ 
rectors  debated  over  the  resource’s  focus 
solely  on  African  Americans. 

Esther  Cho,  an  Asian  American  youth 
delegate  from  Denver,  pointed  out  to  di¬ 
rectors  Feb.  25  that  not  all  American 
blacks  are  of  African  descent.  Further¬ 
more,  Miss  Cho  said,  not  all  African 
Americans  are  black. 

What  to  call  black  Americans  is  the  fo¬ 
cus  of  a  wider  debate  these  days.  The  de- 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

bate  was  started  in  December  by  a 
proposal  from  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  of 
Chicago  that  “African  American”  be  the 
general  usage  term  rather  than  “black.” 

Other  curriculum  resources  for  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  adults  were  approved  by 
the  board. 

Board  focuses 
on  local  churches 

Local  United  Methodist  churches  and 
their  needs  for  spiritual  and  curriculum 
resources  are  the  focus  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  during  1989-92. 

Topping  the  plans  is  joint  sponsorship 
with  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  of  a  Fall  1990  convocation,  “Vi¬ 
tal  Congregations— Faithful  Disciples,” 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Planners  intend  for  the  convocation  to 
provide  a  blueprint  to  strengthen  local 
churches  in  evangelism,  spiritual  forma¬ 
tion,  worship  and  community  outreach. 

Exact  dates  for  the  convocation  have 
not  been  set. 

UM  Men’s  race 
to  aid  Africa  U. 

Here’s  your  chance  to  "make  a  run” 
for  Africa  U.! 

United  Methodists  will  run  to  benefit  a 
proposed  UM-related  Africa  University 
at  the  5th  International  Congress  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men  July  14-16  at  Purdue 
University  in  West  Lafeyette,  Ind. 

Charles  L.  Jones,  United  Methodist 
Men  division  chairman  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  said  a  “fun  run” 
has  been  added  to  the  program. 


Proceeds  from  the  race  will  go  toward 
the  church’s  goal  of  raising  $20  million  to 
build  an  African  university  at  the  pro¬ 
posed  site  in  Zimbabwe,  Mr.  Jones  said. 

Runners  will  volunteer  from  the  6,000 
men  expected  to  attend  the  event. 

Cruise  designed 
to  ‘catch  spirit’ 

You  can  sail  away  to  spiritual  renewal 
in  March  1990  with  the  United  Methodist 
Men’s  week-long  “Catch  the  Spirit  H” 
cruise  to  Puerto  Rico. 

The  cruise  is  intended  to  offer  courses 
for  spiritual  regeneration  and  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  visit  United  Methodist  missions 
in  Puerto  Rico. 

Instructors  include  Bishop  Woodie  W. 
White,  president  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  and  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones,  Discipleship’s  chief  executive. 

More  information  is  available  from 
the  Division  of  United  Methodist  Men, 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville  TN  37202-0840. 

Meetings  planned 
for  singles,  youth 

If  you’re  a  single  adult  or  a  youth  ac¬ 
tive  in  United  Methodism,  major  meet¬ 
ings  scheduled  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  have  you  in  mind. 

The  board’s  directors  recently  ap¬ 
proved  a  national  meeting  for  United 
Methodist  single  adults  in  1990  and  an  in¬ 
ternational  youth  convocation  in  1991. 

The  singles’  meeting  is  expected  to  be 
held  July  25-29, 1990,  in  Houston. 

A  site  and  dates  for  the  youth  convoca¬ 
tion  have  not  been  chosen. 

A  similar  convocation,  Youth  ’88,  drew 
nearly  4,000  youth  to  Macomb,  Ill.,  in  Au¬ 
gust  1988. 


Gifts  help  train  pastors  for  Austria 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Preparing  United  Methodists  to  serve 
congregations  in  Austria  is  a  new  project 
of  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church— the  denomination’s  second-mile 
giving  program. 

Austria  is  one  of  seven  countries  in  the 
church’s  Central  and  Southern  Europe  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  In  1987,  Austrian  United 
Methodist  churches  totaled  575  members. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  lists  seven  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastors  assigned  to  10  preaching 
places  in  Austria  as  of  1987,  but  two  will 
retire  soon.  Although  three  students 
from  the  Theological  Seminary  in  Reut- 
lingen,  Germany,  are  preparing  to  re¬ 
place  the  retirees,  another  person  is 
needed  who  is  committed  to  serve  for  at 
least  three  years. 

The  World  Division  of  the  General 


Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  sent  the 
Rev.  James  A.  Dwyer  and  his  wife,  Helen, 
of  the  North  Indiana  Conference  to  work 
as  missionaries  in  Austria.  The  couple 
helps  the  conference  prepare  lay  and  cler¬ 
gy  for  mission  work  at  the  local  level. 

Dr.  Dwyer  is  pastor  of  two  German- 
speaking  congregations  in  Vienna.  The 
churches,  12  miles  apart,  have  simulta¬ 
neous  Sunday  worship  services. 

In  describing  his  work,  Dr.  Dwyer  said 
he  seeks  to  revitalize  existing  congrega¬ 
tions  and  to  promote  ecumenical  coopera¬ 
tion  between  Roman  Catholic,  Lutheran, 
Reformed  and  United  Methodist  Churches. 

Through  Advance  special  funds,  the  Aus¬ 
trian  church  can  train  local  United  Method¬ 
ists  for  mission  service  in  their  own 
country.  The  church  will  continue  to  pro¬ 
vide  financial  support  after  the  Austrians 
have  completed  the  training  period. 

Gifts  to  support  this  mission  project 


r* 

Partnership 
in  Missions 

/IDtfMCE 

/Vo  gift  too  small 

- f — 

- % 

\ 

Czechoslovakia 

West  Germany  > 

Vienna  •  W 

^  AUSTRIA  / 

Switzerland 

Jr  Hungary 
Yugoslavia^V.^ 

may  be  sent  through  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  and  designated  for  “Na¬ 
tionals  in  Service  with  Austria,” 
Advance  No.  008758-2. 
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Conservative  Christians  organizing 
‘pro-family’  coalitions  within  states 


By  ROBERT  E.  BOCZKIEWICZ 
Religious  News  Service 

DENVER— A  national  organization 
that  promotes  family  issues  from  a  con¬ 
servative  Christian  viewpoint  is  working 
behind  the  scenes  to  develop  “pro-fam¬ 
ily”  coalitions  in  every  state  to  “affect 
legislation  and  to  affect  our  culture.” 

Michael  Jameson,  a  representative  of 
Focus  on  the  Family,  said  such  coalitions 
exist  in  eight  states.  While  his  organization 
is  helping  pro-family  groups  create  coali¬ 
tions,  at  the  same  time  it  is  urging  them  to 
keep  secret  their  participation  in  the  coali¬ 
tion  and  even  that  a  coalition  exists. 

In  explaining  his  reason  for  advocat¬ 
ing  secrecy,  he  said  the  coalitions  can  be 
more  effective  with  a  low  profile  and  by 
leaving  their  public  identity  to  the 
groups  comprising  the  coalitions. 

The  coalitions  emphasize  such  posi¬ 
tions  as  making  abortion  illegal,  support¬ 
ing  home  schooling  and  campaigning 
against  pornography,  Mr.  Jameson  said. 

Other  issues  include  child  care,  tuition 
tax  credits,  better  schools  and  litigation 
on  religious  or  moral  disputes. 

The  coalitions  typically  would  conduct 
research  and  provide  information,  lobby 


legislators  and  have  a  political  action 
committee  (PAC)  to  support  or  oppose 
candidates,  Mr.  Jameson  said. 

Focus  on  the  Family  is  headed  by  psy¬ 
chologist  James  C.  Dobson  and  is  based 
in  Pomona,  Calif. 

States  are  key  arenas 

Dr.  Dobson  believes  the  states,  rather 
than  the  federal  government,  are  the  key 
arenas  for  pro-family  issues,  Mr.  Jame¬ 
son  said. 

In  addition  to  helping  form  state  coali¬ 
tions,  Dr.  Dobson's  organization  pro¬ 
duces  several  radio  programs, 
reportedly  heard  on  1,250  stations  in  35 
countries;  operates  the  Family  Research 
Council  in  Washington,  headed  by  a  one¬ 
time  adviser  to  former  President  Ronald 
Reagan;  and  produces  monthly  maga¬ 
zines  said  to  have  circulations  totaling 
1.5  million. 

Mr.  Jameson  told  pro-family  leaders 
in  Colorado  on  Feb.  22  that  previous  at¬ 
tempts  by  other  organizations  to  form 
pro-family  coalitions  have  been  unsuc¬ 
cessful,  including  an  effort  by  the  Moral 
Majority. 


He  said  Dr.  Dobson  "has  no  desire  to 
be  the  Jerry  Falwell  of  the  evangelical 
community,”  Mr.  Jameson  said.  "He 
does  not  want  media  scrutiny.” 

“Dr.  Dobson  wanted  me  to  stress  that 
he  is  not  encouraging  creation  of  state 
coalitions  to  boost  a  run  to  become  presi¬ 
dent  as  has  been  rumored,”  Mr.  Jameson 
said.  “He  has  no  desire  for  public  office.” 

Dr.  Dobson  has  been  appointed  to  sev¬ 
eral  advisory  task  forces  and  commis¬ 
sions  by  former  Presidents  Jimmy 
Carter  and  Ronald  Reagan. 

Groups  represented  at  the  Denver 
meeting  included  Concerned  Women  for 
America,  which  promotes  “traditional 
and  Judeo-Christian  values”;  the  Ruther¬ 
ford  Institute,  “a  legal  defense  organiza¬ 
tion  that  protects  freedom  of  religious 
expression”;  and  anti-abortion  and  anti- 
pornography  groups. 

Press  ‘paranoia’  felt 

Mr.  Jameson,  in  advising  secrecy,  said 
pro-family  advocates  are  '  paranoid'’ 
about  the  press  because  of  the  type  of 
coverage  family  issues  sometimes  re¬ 
ceive  and  because  they  want  to  keep 
their  stratpgv  coPT*>t 


Focus  on  the  Family  is  not  going  to  set 
up  state  chapters,  he  said,  “to  swing  a 
big  stick  from  Pomona.”  He  said  the  or¬ 
ganization  will  help  the  state  coalitions. 

Dr.  Dobson's  organization  said  it  is 
working  with  coalitions  in  Arizona,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Minnesota,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Tex¬ 
as.  Virginia  and  Washington  state. 

Mr.  Jameson  described  the  Family 
Research  Council  as  "the  eyes  and  ears 
in  (Washington)  D.C.”  of  Focus  on  the 
Family. 

The  council’s  president,  Gary  L. 
Bauer,  was  a  policy  assistant  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan. 

The  coalitions  represent  a  much 
smaller  part  of  the  involvement  of  Focus 
on  the  Family  than  does  its  radio  pro¬ 
grams,  Mr.  Jameson  said. 

“What  we  are  trying  to  do  is  affect 
public  policy  without  jeopardizing  the 
valuable  use  of  time  of  the  daily  radio 
broadcasts.  But  if  it  necessitates  a  major 
confronting  of  the  issue  and  to  inform 
the  Christians  of  something  that  is  ex¬ 
tremely  important,  I  am  sure  he  (Dr. 
Dobson)  will  take  that  opportunity,”  Mr. 
Jameson  said. 


Hunger 

Religious  leaders  call  on  President  Bush  for  ‘bold  new  efforts’ 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON  — When  President 
George  Bush  recently  recommended 
budget  increases  for  some  social  pro¬ 
grams,  a  diverse  group  of  49  religious 
leaders  called  on  him  to  lead  the  nation 
in  “bold  new  efforts  to  reduce  hunger.” 

The  religious  leaders,  representing 
Jews,  evangelicals,  members  of  black  de¬ 
nominations,  mainline  Protestants  and  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics,  signed  a  letter  asking  the 
president  to  act  on  a  14-year-old  promise 
by  the  administration  of  former  president 


Richard  Nixon  to  end  world  hunger. 

"We  do  not  believe  that  a  commitment 
against  hunger  will  come  without  pain  or 
sacrifice,"  said  the  religious  leaders. 
"But  the  cost  will  be  far  less  than  the 
cost  of  our  evading  responsibility  at  this 
moment  in  history.” 

Religious  leaders  concerned  with  hun¬ 
ger  issues  say  they  have  been  encouraged 
by  Mr.  Bush’s  pledges  to  “invest”  in  child 
nutrition  and  other  social  programs. 

In  a  nationally  televised  appearance  be¬ 
fore  both  houses  of  Congress  the  presi¬ 
dent  proposed  a  $1.16  trillion  budget  that 


includes  new  spending  on  Medicaid  and 
child-care  assistance  to  poor  families. 

“President  Bush  has  given  us  reason  to 
be  optimistic,”  said  the  Rev.  Arthur  Simon, 
executive  director  of  Bread  for  the  World, 
which  organized  the  appeal.  “We  hope  he 
seizes  the  opportunity  to  reverse  the  recent 
trend  toward  increased  hunger,”  he  said 

Offering  the  new  president  their  “con¬ 
gratulations  and  prayers,”  the  religious 
leaders  reminded  him  of  then-Secretary 
of  State  Henry  Kissinger’s  declaration  at 
the  United  Nations  World  Food  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Rome  "that  within  a  decade  no 


child  will  go  to  bed  hungry.” 

“Today,  however,  more,  not  fewer 
children  will  go  to  bed  hungry,”  the  sign¬ 
ers  said,  citing  U.N.  estimates  that  37,000 
young  children  die  each  day  from  malnu¬ 
trition  and  disease. 

The  letter  to  President  Bush  was  deliv¬ 
ered  to  the  White  House  along  with  five 
policy  papers  on  basic  hunger  concerns 
prepared  by  Bread  for  the  World,  an  ecu¬ 
menical  Christian  anti-hunger  lobby. 
Each  paper  set  forth  a  specific  theme: 

/  "No  child  should  go  to  bed  hungry.” 
This  paper  calls  on  the  administration  to 
see  to  it  that  all  children  eligible  for  fed¬ 
eral  nutrition,  health  and  education  aid 
receive  the  help.  This  would  include  ad¬ 
ditional  money  for  programs  such  as 
Women,  Infants  and  Children  (WIC)  and 
Head  Start. 

/  "Jobs  with  adequate  pay.”  An  in¬ 
crease  in  the  minimum  wage  is  among 
suggested  measures. 

/  International  "aid  programs  should 
directly  assist  those  who  are  truly  poor.” 
U.S.  foreign  aid  should  be  reformed  to 
emphasize  grassroots  development  rath- 
i  er  than  large-scale  projects  more  likely 
|  to  benefit  the  rich,  the  document  says. 

Z  "Initiatives  for  peace  can  reduce 
hunger.”  Excessive  arms  spending  and 
military  aid  "promote  conflict  in  the 
Third  World,  which  leads  to  famine  and 
misery.  Peaceful  development  is  a  bet¬ 
ter  path  to  security.” 

Z  "Poor  countries  need  debt  relief.” 
Relieving  debt  burden  would  help  reduce 
hunger,  stimulate  Third  World  economies 
and  restore  American  jobs  lost  because  of 
disappearing  markets  in  debt-ridden  na¬ 
tions.  according  to  the  paper. 

"We  lay  before  you  a  most  urgent  ap¬ 
peal,”  the  religious  leaders  said  in  their 
one-page  letter  to  Mr.  Bush,  "that  you 
lead  this  nation  and  help  lead  the  world 
in  bold  new  efforts  to  reduce  hunger." 


iassons  For  Today 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Pastor  formerly  served  President  Bush 

BEIJING— The  Rev.  Kan  Zueqing  of  the  Beijing  Christian  Church  remembers  when  George  Bush  was  a  member 
of  his  flock.  Pastor  Kan  gave  services  for  foreign  diplomats,  including  President  Bush  when  he  lived  in  China  as 
U.S.  Liaison  Officer  in  the  mid-1970s. 
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TWe  will  be  peace.,  if  we  all  share. 
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There  will  be  justice,  if  we  ase  fwr  So, 


turn  around  and  I oxe  some  -  one 
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Thais  +he  way  to  have,  more,  fust. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO 

Children’s  arts  festival 

GENEVA— “Justice,  Peace  and  the  Integrity  of  Creation”  was  the 
theme  of  the  Children’s  Arts  Festival  sponsored  recently  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  From  more  than  7,000  entries,  some  180  were  ex¬ 
hibited  at  a  council  meeting  in  Hannover,  Germany.  This  poster  is  by 
Emily  Traer,  age  9,  from  the  United  States. 


New  UMC  plan  targets 
Native  American  teens 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— United  Method¬ 
ism’s  center  created  in  1983  to  identify 
and  recruit  Native  American  young  peo¬ 
ple  as  church  professionals  recently  add¬ 
ed  a  staff  person  to  study  and  develop 
projects  to  nurture  and  assist  Native 
American  teens. 

Marcelene  Mahsetky-Rogers,  a  Coman¬ 
che  from  Oklahoma  City,  joins  the  staff  of 
the  National  United  Methodist  Native 
American  Center  as  associate  director  of 
the  youth  and  young  adult  program. 

The  center  on  the  campus  of  United 
Methodist-related  Oklahoma  City  Univer¬ 
sity  is  one  of  four  national  centers  sup¬ 
ported  primarily  by  the  division  to  train 
ethnic  leaders  for  ministry  and  service. 

A  multiethnic  center  is  located  at 
Drew  University,  Madison,  N.J.;  a  center 
for  Mexican  American  students  at  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology,  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University,  Dallas,  and  an  Asian 
center  at  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  (Calif.). 

Ben  Bushyhead,  executive  director  of 
the  Native  American  center,  said  in  a  re¬ 
cent  interview  that  support  programs  for 
youth  must  become  a  high  priority  for 
the  whole  church  and  Native  American 
United  Methodists. 

“Our  focus  is  to  keep  13-  to  15-year- 


olds  active  in  local  churches.”  said  Mr. 
Bushyhead,  a  Cherokee. 

"That’s  the  age  when  we  can  lose 
young  people  unless  churches  make  their 
programs  and  worship  relevant  and  rep¬ 
resentative  of  teenagers  and  young 
adults.” 

Among  the  youth-oriented  projects 
supported  by  the  center  is  a  “Say  Yes" 
program  which  develops  teenagers  as 
peer  counselors. 

Also  planned  is  a  pen  pal  system  where¬ 
by  Native  American  youth  and  youth 
groups  from  different  parts  of  the  country 
exchange  letters  ideas  and  support. 

The  recent  meeting  of  the  center’s  35- 
member  board  saw  the  election  of  Deb¬ 
bie  Doxtator,  an  Oneida  from  Green 
Bay,  Wis.,  as  chairwoman. 

Other  officers  elected  were  Joseph 
"Bud”  Sahmaunt,  a  Kiowa,  Oklahoma 
City,  as  vice  president,  and  Susan  Sowell- 
Padgett,  Franklin,  Tenn.,  who  is  Anglo, 
as  secretary. 

Another  project  planned  for  the  cen¬ 
ter,  Mr.  Bushyhead  said,  is  cooperating 
with  United  Methodism’s  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry  in  holding  a 
national  recruitment  conference  to  in¬ 
troduce  Native  American  youth  to  ca¬ 
reer  opportunities  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Federal  court  rules  against  controversial  Catholic  teacher 


From  Religious  News  Service 

A  District  of  Columbia  superior  court 
judge  has  ruled  that  Catholic  University  of 
America  did  not  violate  any  tenure  con¬ 
tracts  when  it  obeyed  a  directive  from  the 
Vatican  that  banned  the  Rev.  Charles  Cur¬ 
ran  from  teaching  Catholic  theology. 

The  decision,  released  Feb.  28,  caps  a 
long  dispute  between  the  Vatican  and  Fa¬ 
ther  Curran  over  the  right  of  a  Catholic 
theologian  to  dissent  from  church  teach¬ 
ings  (see  related  story,  Reporter  March  3). 

The  popular  theologian  and  teacher 
brought  a  suit  against  the  university 
charging  that  the  school  had  violated  his 
contract  as  a  tenured  professor  by  re¬ 
moving  him  from  the  theology  faculty 
because  of  Vatican  complaints. 

Acknowledging  Father  Curran’s  con¬ 
viction  about  academic  freedom  and  its 
value  to  the  church  and  the  university, 
Judge  Frederick  Weisberg  wrote,  “In  ad¬ 
judicating  the  breach  of  contract  claim 
he  brings  to  this  court,  what  is  good  for 
Catholic  University  or  for  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  is  not  a  question  pre¬ 
sented  and  not  one  the  court  has  either 
the  right  or  the  competence  to  decide. 

"The  question  presented  is  whether  his 
contract  gives  him  the  right  to  teach  Cath¬ 
olic  theology  at  Catholic  University  in  the 
face  of  a  definitive  judgment  by  the  Holy 
See  that  he  is  ineligible  to  do  so.  The  court 
holds  today  that  it  does  not.  Whether  that 


is  ultimately  good  for  the  university  or  for 
the  church  is  something  they  have  a  right 
to  decide  for  themselves." 

Father  Curran,  who  has  dissented 
from  church  teachings  on  sexual  ethics 
issues  such  as  birth  control,  homosexual¬ 
ity,  divorce  and  masturbation,  said  he 
was  “disappointed”  and  "saddened”  by 
the  decision. 

“I  have  lost,  but  the  university,  its  fac¬ 
ulty  and  students  may  have  lost  more 
than  I,”  he  said  in  a  statement  released 
through  his  lawyers. 

"The  court’s  opinion  confirms  what 
the  university  itself  has  asserted  in  this 
case:  full  academic  freedom,  as  under¬ 
stood  in  American  higher  education,  does 
not  now  exist  at  Catholic  University.” 

University  officials,  in  a  prepared 
statement,  said  they  were  “pleased”  and 
that  the  opinion  “reflects  a  judicial  re¬ 
spect  for  the  character  of  Catholic  Uni¬ 
versity  of  America." 

William  May,  a  theology  professor  at 
Catholic  University,  agreed  with  the 
court’s  decision. 

“I  think  it’s  simply  a  recognition  that 
teachers  of  Catholic  theology  have  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  present  it  properly,”  Dr. 
May  told  RNS.  "It  seems  to  me  in  princi¬ 
ple  it  could  be  applicable  to  other  Catho¬ 
lic  institutions. 

“I  think  I  have  academic  freedom  at 
Catholic  University,  and  I  think  you  have 


to  have  honesty  in  what  you’re  teaching,” 
Dr.  May  said.  "Academic  freedom  has  re¬ 
sponsibilities  entailed  with  it  as  well.” 

Father  Curran.  54,  is  a  visiting  profes¬ 
sor  in  the  School  of  Religion  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southern  California.  He  said 


When  upon  life's  billows  you  are 
tempest  tossed, 

When  you  are  discouraged,  thinking 
all  is  lost. 

Count  your  many  blessings,  name 
them  one  by  one. 

And  it  will  surprise  you  what  the 
Lord  hath  done. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Many  references  in  the  Bible  cite 
God’s  blessings  to  his  children. 

When  Joseph  was  brought  to  Egypt 
and  lived  in  Potiphar’s  house,  "the  Lord 
made  all  that  he  did  to  prosper  in  his 
hand  . . .  and  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  was 
on  all  he  had  in  the  house,  and  in  the 
field"  (Gen.  39:4-5). 

This  week’s  hymn  of  Johnson  Oatman 
Jr.,  exhorts  us  to  acknowledge  God’s 
blessings  that  we  experience.  As  we  be¬ 
come  aware  of  our  blessings,  the  hymn 
reminds,  we  will  be  surprised  to  know 
what  the  Lord  has  done  for  us. 

Oatman,  an  insurance  executive  in 
Mount  Holly,  N.J.,  wrote  the  hymn  in 
1897.  Twenty-two  years  earlier,  when  he 
was  19.  he  had  joined  the  Methodist 
church.  Later  he  was  ordained  to  the 
Methodist  ministry  but  he  remained  a  lo¬ 
cal  preacher  without  pastoral  assign¬ 
ment.  He  kept  busy  as  a  minister  in 
supply  work  and  in  holding  revivals. 

About  1892,  he  began  writing  sacred 
poems  and  discovered  a  gift  of  lyric  ex¬ 
pression.  His  poems  were  sent  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  composers  well  known  for  writing 


he  would  not  appeal  the  decision. 

He  began  teaching  at  Catholic  Univer¬ 
sity  in  1965  and  quickly  became  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  controversy  with  his  outspoken 
dissent  from  the  church’s  teaching  on  ar¬ 
tificial  birth  control. 


gospel  songs. 

In  the  1890s,  he  wrote  “Higher 
Ground,"  "No,  Not  One,”  and  the  text 
known  as  “Count  Your  Blessings.” 

"Count  Your  Blessings”  was  sent  to 
Edwin  O.  Excell,  a  well  established  com¬ 
poser  and  music  publisher  in  Chicago.  He 
was  also  very  popular  as  a  music  leader 
in  revivals  and  in  this  activity  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  evangelist  Sam  P.  Lones, 
for  whom  Ryman  Auditorium,  the  origi¬ 
nal  Grand  Ole  Opry  House  in  Nashville, 
was  built. 

A  native  of  Ohio,  Excell  was  of  Ger¬ 
man  ancestry,  and  his  father  was  a  min¬ 
ister  in  the  German  Reformed  church. 

In  1870,  when  he  was  20,  he  began 
teaching  country  singing  schools.  His  un¬ 
usually  fine  singing  voice  made  him  very 
popular. 

During  Ulysses  S.  Grant’s  campaign 
for  reelection  as  president  of  the  United 
States  in  1872,  Excell  was  employed  to 
sing  campaign  songs  for  him  throughout 
western  Pennsylvania. 

Excell,  who  published  more  than  50 
collections  of  gospel  songs,  included 
"Count  Your  Blessings”  in  a  collection  he 
published  in  1897  entitled  "Songs  for 
Young  People.” 

In  addition  to  his  music  activities.  Ex¬ 
cell  was  an  ardent  champion  of  Sunday 
school  work  and  was  a  co-founder  with 
Methodist  Bishop  John  H.  Vincent  of  the 
International  Sunday  School  Lessons. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Let  the  Lower  Lights  Be  Burning" 


Although  university  officials  twice 
made  unsuccessful  attempts  to  remove 
him  from  his  teaching  post,  he  finally 
was  awarded  tenure  in  1971. 

In  1986,  after  years  of  investigating 
Father  Curran’s  statements  and  writ¬ 


ings,  the  Vatican  Congregation  for  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Faith  officially  censured 
the  theologian.  He  was  suspended  from 
his  teaching  position  by  Archbishop 
James  A.  Hickey  of  Washington,  who 
also  is  chancellor  of  Catholic  University. 


Poem  of  the  week 

EASTER  SHARING 

The  Lord  came  to  earth 
to  share  with  us: 
love  and  giving, 
healing  and  preaching, 
pain  and  sorrow, 
peace  and  purpose. 

He  shared  all  but  guilt. 

For  that  He  paid 
the  price,  and  being 
brought  to  life  again, 

He  can  share  with  us 
the  joy  of  resurrection. 

—JEAN  RASMUSSEN 


History  of  Hymns 

Bible  references  abound 
to  God’s  many  blessings 


Dear  Deborah 

Former  pastor  wasn’t 
invited  to  lead  funeral 


Dear  Deborah: 

Two  months  ago  my  husband  of  47 
years  died  after  a  long  illness. 

We  got  a  new  pastor  seven  months 
ago.  He  hadn’t  even  visited  us,  so  I 
wanted  to  have  our  old  pastor  of  nine 
years  come  for  the  funeral.  But  when 
I  called,  he  said  he  couldn’t  come  un¬ 
less  our  new  pastor  invited  him. 

Our  new  pastor  refused  to  do  so. 
The  new  pastor  didn’t  know  us,  and  I 
was  deeply  disappointed  with  the 
very  brief  service.  I  just  cannot  get 
over  this  hurt.  What  can  I  do? 

Minna 

Dear  Minna: 

My  heart  goes  out  to  you. 
Please  know  that  you  are  not 
alone  in  your  grief  and  that  my 
prayers  are  with  you  in  this  added 
hurt. 

You  have  touched  a  controver¬ 
sial  issue  in  the  church.  When 
there  is  a  change  of  pastors,  the 
congregation  is  grieving  for  the 
old  pastor,  and  the  new  pastor  is 
grieving  for  the  congregation  she 
or  he  left  behind.  In  too  many  con¬ 
gregations,  neither  supports  the 
other  in  this  grief. 

I  believe  it  would  be  wise  if 
members  of  the  clergy  and  con¬ 
gregations  in  new  pastorates 
planned  not  to  make  major 
changes  in  the  first  year  unless  it 


is  absolutely  essential.  Then  both 
the  pastor  and  people  can  take 
time  to  get  to  know  each  other. 

That  would  give  the  pastor  time 
to  get  acquainted,  and  you  and 
your  husband  would  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  call  sooner. 

The  other  side  is  that  new  pas¬ 
tors  will  never  be  accepted  if  peo¬ 
ple  can  call  in  the  old  pastor 
whenever  they  want.  And  the  old 
pastor  is  new  somewhere  else  and 
is  obligated  to  a  new  congregation 
so  will  have  problems  leaving 
very  often. 

I  certainly  cannot  solve  all  this 
problem,  but  the  church  surely 
needs  to  be  working  on  it. 

My  suggestion  to  you  is  to  allow 
yourself  time  to  grieve  the  loss  of 
your  husband.  Understand  that 
everything  is  going  to  feel  like  a 
major  blow  for  a  while. 

If  you  can,  write  down  how  you 
feel  and  all  the  things  that  hap¬ 
pened  in  this  situation.  Then  put 
it  away  in  a  drawer  for  six 
months. 

In  the  meantime,  pray  about  it. 
Turn  it  over  to  God.  and  refuse  to 
let  it  make  you  bitter.  Then  in  six 
months  or  so,  reread  it. 
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Youth  Are  Making  a  Difference 

in  a  World 

Often  Unjust ,  Lonely ,  Confused ,  Hungry ,  and  Cold 

YSF  Sunday  May  28 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  has 
designated  May  28  as  Youth  Service 
Fund  Sunday.  On  this  day,  youth  groups 
throughout  the  Conference  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  morning  worship  by 
planning  the  entire  service,  ushering, 
being  a  lay  reader.  Through  this  experi¬ 
ence,  youth  can  share  what  YSF  means 
to  them.  With  the  help  of  the  pastor, 
they  will  be  able  to  share  their  mission 
and  work  with  the  congregation. 


Youth  Service 
Fund 


I)  History/Philosophy 
Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is  money 
“raised  by  youth,  distributed  by 
youth,  to  projects  which  benefit 
youth.” 

It  is  an  attempt  to  help  youth  “Reach 
out  to  service  beyond  the  local 
church”  and  to  make  an  impact  upon 
projects.  Together  we  can  do  things 
which  we  could  not  do  individually. 

II)  Process 

A)  Money  raised  at  the  local  church 
or  district  level 

B)  Money  sent  to  the  Louisiana  Annu¬ 
al  Conference 

C)  30%  of  money  is  sent  to  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization 

1)  committee  of  youth  and  adults 
determine  how  money  will  be 
distributed 

D)  70 %  of  money  stays  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference 

1)  up  to  30%  of  money  may  be 
used  for  administration 

2)  at  least  30%  of  money  is  dis¬ 
tributed  to  projects  in  Confer¬ 
ence 

3)  at  least  30%  of  money  is  dis¬ 
tributed  to  projects  outside  the 
Conference 

HI)  Resources 

A)  Share  The  Dream:  YSF  Manual  — 
order  from  Discipleship 

B)  Youth  Service  Fund:  Share  The 
Dream  Brochure  —  order  from 
Discipleship 

C)  Skits  —  request  from  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  office 

D)  Songs  —  request  from  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  office 

E)  "The  Wizard  of  YSF”  —  Play  — 
request  from  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  office 

F)  “Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Youth 
Group”  —  request  from  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  office 

G)  “The  Life  and  Loves  of  A  Coke  Ma¬ 
chine”  —  request  from  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  office 

H)  “Parable  For  YSF”  —  request 
from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
office 

I)  Fund-raising  Ideas  —  request  from 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of¬ 
fice 


“Let  your  light  shine  before 
men,  that  they  may  see  your 
good  deeds  and  praise  your  fa> 
ther  in  heaven.** 

Matthew  5: 16 


“God  will  not  force  us  to  do 
good  —  we  must  choose  to  do 
good.** 

Mother  Teresa 


1989  Youth  Service 
Fund  Projects 

In  Conference 


YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND  CHANGES  LIVES! 


Latch  Key: 

Shreveport 

The  Latch  Key  Program  of  Noel  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  is  designed  to  help 
provide  after  school  child  care  for  ele¬ 
mentary  age  children  (ages  5-11)  from 
the  Shreveport  area  who  have  both  par¬ 
ents  working  (or  single  parent).  The  proj¬ 
ect  takes  between  25-30  children.  The 
project  is  also  designed  to  help  high 
school  or  college  age  young  adults  learn 
by  working  under  skilled  supervisors  and 
directors. 

Methodist  Home  Camp: 

Camp  Istrouma 

The  Methodist  Home  Camp  provides  a 
controlled,  intensive  setting  where  both 
the  children  at  the  Methodist  Home  and 
youth  serving  as  Junior  Counselors  can 
have  a  unique  learning  experience  in  a 
camping  atmosphere. 

Activities,  Learning  and  Fun  (ALF): 
Baton  Rouge 

This  program  is  designed  to  provide 
Christian  adult  supervision,  organized 
activities,  tutoring  and  refreshments  as 
needed  to  keep  neighborhood  children 
(latch  key)  off  the  streets  and  from  com¬ 
mitting  vandalism. 

Light  House  Youth  Center: 

Shreveport 

This  project  is  targeted  to  work  with 
thirty-five  to  fifty  youth  in  junior  high 
and  senior  high  school  that  live  in  Ledbet¬ 
ter  Heights,  the  poorest  neighborhood  in 
Shreveport.  The  mission  of  the  program 
is  to  help  the  youth  learn  that  they  can 
succeed  in  school,  in  the  world,  and  in 
life. 


Out  of  Conference 


Youth  Service  Fund  Contributions  1988 
Total:  $5,796.67 


Alexandria:  $  231.00 
David  Haas  Memorial 
Nolley  Memorial 
As bury 

Williams  Chapel 
St.  Marks 
First,  Natchitoches 
First,  Pine  Wile 

Baton  Rooge/Hammond: 
Amite 

First,  Baker 

Broadmoor 

Jefferson 

North  Baton  Rouge 

Istrouma 

St.  Andrews 

St.  Johns 

St.  Lukes 

Clear  Creek 

First,  Denham  Springs 

Roberts 

First,  Hammond 
Mt.  Hermon 
Mangum  Chapel 
James  Chapel 
Livingston 
St.  FrancisWlle 
Tunica 
Walker 

District  contribution 


76.00 

40.00 

5.00 

1.00 

1.00 

25.00 

83.00 

$1449.40 

53.00 

25.00 

365.00 

200.00 

10.00 

30.00 

64.74 

50.00 

5.00 

30.00 

175.00 

62.34 

83.32 

5.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

25.00 

10.00 

25.00 

228.00 


Baton  Ronge/Lafayette:  $374.40 
First,  Baton  Rouge  105.00 

First,  Franklin  75.00 


Asbury  100.00 

Rosedale  14.40 

Krotz  Springs  8.00 

LA  Memorial  50.00 

First,  Plaquemine  2.00 

St.  James/Belle  Rose  20.00 

New  Orleans/Slidell:  $170.55 
Lutcher  10.00 

Lutcher  Chapel  2.00 

Hartzell  25.00 

Thompson  48.00 

Lake  Vista  55.55 

Munholland  10.00 

Spanish  Ministries  10.00 

Bush  10.00 

Lake  Charles:  $463.50 
Wakefield  10.00 

Church  Point  2.00 

First,  Crowley  102.50 

Trinity  25.00 

Welsh  15.00 

St.Luke/Simpson  150.00 

First,  Leesville  29.00 

Holly  Grove  5.00 

Henning  lOO.OO 

Westlake  25.00 

Monroe:  $419.25 

First,  Monroe  50.00 

Little  Creek  3.00 

St.  Paul’s  25.00 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial  2.00 

First.  Sicily  Island  18.00 

Sicily  Island/Harrisonbury  14.00 
McGuire  50.00 

First,  Winnsboro  26.05 


Gilbert 
Wisner 
Boeuf  Prarie 
Faith 

District  Contribution 

New  Orleans/Houma:  $369.( 

Walmsley 

Mason 

Boynton 

Gretna 

Mt.  Zion 

Rayne  Memorial 

Calvary 

Magnolia 

Ruston:  $199.06 

Calhoun 

Dubach 

Harmony 

Shongaloo 

Lakeview 

Trinity 

Grace 

Shreveport:  $819.88 
First,  Bossier  City 
Bethel 
Many 

Bayou  Scie 

Mangum 

Noel 

Ellerbe  Road 
St.  James 

Special  Donations:  $1300.63 


15.00 

31.00 

40.00 

25.00 

120.20 


14.00 

10.00 

65.00 

100.00 

50.00 

128.00 

1.00 

1.00 


10.00 

10.00 

7.06 

20.00 

22.00 

50.00 

80.00 


401.57 

5.00 

32.00 

15.00 

61.06 

217.25 

38.00 

50.00 


Confrontation  Point  Ministries: 
Tennessee 

The  purpose  of  Confrontation  Point 
Ministries  missions  program  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  quality,  outdoor,  experimental  Chris¬ 
tian  camp  experiences.  It  also  provides 
for  persons  who  normally  do  not  have 
such  opportunities  for  church  youth 
groups  to  have  a  direct  mission  experi¬ 
ence  through  serving  others. 

Harvest  of  Hope: 

Virginia 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  has  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  senior  high  age  youth  to  train 
them  to  work  on  the  problem  of  hunger 
through  gleaning.  Gleaning  involves 
gathering  good  fruit  or  vegetables  left  in 
farmers’  fields  after  harvest.  That  food 
is  then  delivered  to  food  banks,  soup 
kitchens,  emergency  shelters,  etc.  This 
distribution  helps  to  provide  nutritious 
meals  for  people  who  frequently  experi¬ 
ence  dangerous  levels  of  hunger. 


Appalachia  Service  Project: 

Tennessee 

The  Appalachia  Service  Project  inten¬ 
tionally  seeks  to  serve  the  poor  in  rural 
areas  where  home  repair  services  are 
unavailable.  The  program  is  designed  for 
youth.  Because  the  Project  is  based  on 
sharing  God’s  love  through  the  tangible 
physical  labor  of  repairing  homes  to 
make  them  warmer,  safer,  and  drier,  no 
barriers  of  worship  style  or  church  poli¬ 
tics  can  interfere  with  the  mission  of  the 
project. 

Grenada  Volunteers  in  Mission: 

West  Indies 

The  project  will  meet  the  goal  of  com¬ 
pleting  the  sanctuary  and  Sunday  School 
Building  at  Bogles  on  the  Island  of  Car- 
riacou.  Resources  in  the  form  of  building 
materials  will  be  purchased.  A  project 
team  consisting  of  youth  and  adults  will 
meet  the  goal  through  manual  labor  at 
the  site. 


Reaching  for  the  Baby  Boomers 
Registration  Form 

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address - — - - - 

City - -  Z‘P - 

Church  — . - - - 

_  New  Orleans  - Monroe 
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Louisiana  Harvest  of  Hope 


Honoring  Major  Donors 


Time  Gleaner’s  Week’ Set 


The  Louisiana  Harvest  of  Hope  "first 
time  gleaner's  week"  will  take  place 
July  16-22  at  the  Christian  Life  Fellow¬ 
ship  in  Mer  Rouge,  Louisiana.  Cost  is 
$80.00  per  person  and  this  event  is  re¬ 
served  for  senior  high  youth  who  have 
not  had  the  opportunity  to  attend  a  Har¬ 
vest  of  Hope. 

Gleaning,  an  ancient  biblical  practice, 
pertains  to  the  gathering  of  crops  that 
would  otherwise  be  left  in  the  fields  to 
waste.  Through  gleaning,  participants 
positively  affect  the  problem  of  hunger. 
It  takes  a  great  deal  of  hard  work,  along 
with  sore  muscles,  but  those  involved  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  definitely  worth  the  time  and 
effort. 

Because  hunger  is  real  in  the  United 
States.  The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  is  con¬ 
stantly  fighting  the  war  of  hunger  and 
waste,  along  with  its  causes.  The  Society 
was  established  in  1979  as  an  intentional 
community  for  covenant  living.  In  the 
beginning  of  its  existence,  the  group  con¬ 
sisted  of  nine.  In  1986  the  membership 
went  to  16. 

In  recent  years,  the  Potato  Project, 
the  group’s  first  attempt  to  actually  do 
something  about  hunger,  began  to  play 
an  important  role  in  the  fight  of  hunger. 
In  the  four  years,  over  fifty-two  million 
pounds  of  potatoes  and  yams  which  were 
considered  waste  were  saved  to  feed  the 
hungry. 


From  tbp  Potato  Project  came  the 
Harvest  of  Hope.  Nearly  three  years  old, 
it  is  becoming  apparent  that  this  youth 
program  has  the  potential  to  have  an 
even  greater  impact  on  hunger  than  its 
parent  program.  In  addition  to  being  a 
salvage  program,  the  Harvest  of  Hope 
also  serves  as  an  educational  means. 
This  program  allows  participants  to  do 
something  about  this  problem  while  it 
exposes  them  to  all  aspects  of  hunger. 

For  the  July  event,  teams  of  youth  are 
accepted  from  local  churches.  A  team 
consists  of  five  youth  and  one  adult  (two 
churches  may  combine  youth  to  make  a 
team  if  necessary).  Groups  wishing  to 
send  more  than  one  team  may  do  so  if 
space  is  available. 

Notification  of  acceptance  to  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible.  All 
applications  are  due  by  March  31  and 
should  be  sent  to  Rob  Weber,  P.O.  Box 
388,  Benton,  LA  71006. 

An  “advanced  gleaners  weekend”  is 
scheduled  for  June  23-25.  Those  interest¬ 
ed  may  contact  Deborah  Lynch,  900  Or¬ 
leans  Drive,  Ruston,  LA  71270.  In 
addition,  the  Louisiana  Harvest  of  Hope 
is  presently  trying  to  secure  a  location 
and  date  for  a  second  week-long  event. 
Those  who  wish  to  know  further  infor¬ 
mation  may  contact:  Alfred  Bakewell 
(318)  878-2147;  Tom  Dolph  (504)  643-6437; 
or  Rob  Weber  (318)  965-2273. 


i  tn  r  I  Pflh  DeCelle.  First  UMC  of  Monroe;  Christi  Moyers,  Grace  IML,  nus 
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Methodist  Hospital  Holds  Pendleton  Society  Banquet 


"Noah’s  Ark”  won  first  place  for  "Best  Display”  at  the  greater  Baton  Rouge  Chil¬ 
dren's  Parade  held  February  4. 


"Lift  up  your  hearts”  —  The  children  of  St.  Luke's  “Funday  School”  Mission  Proj¬ 
ect  recently  visited  pediatrics  unit  at  Earl  K.  Long  Hospital. 


The  Methodist  Health  System  Foundation  recently  held  its  first  Pendleton  Society 
Banquet  in  New  Orleans.  The  event  was  held  in  honor  of  major  donors  to  the  Founda¬ 
tion’s  Annual  Support  Program,  The  Pendleton  Society. 

Fred  Young;  Jr  ;  President  of  Methodist  ffeftttlHfydttm  Foundations nd  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  was  the  featured  speaker  for  the  banquet.  His  address 
featured  a  slide  presentation  which  outlined  the  many  additions  and  improvements 
the  Health  System  has  undergone  in  recent  months.  Following  Young’s  presentation, 
he  and  Leif  Pedersen,  Director  of  Development,  presented  recognition  plaques  to 
those  who  had  provided  support  to  the  Society  in  1988  at  the  Life,  Philanthropist  and 
Founder  levels. 

"The  Pendleton  Society  serves  as  a  very  important  vehicle  for  raising  funds  for 
our  not-for-profit  Foundation  and  Hospital,  and  is  open  to  all  friends  within  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference,”  said  Young.  "In  addition  to  providing  general  support  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Health  System,  specific  programs  such  as  the  Cancer  Fund,  Good  Samaritan 
Fund,  Chaplain’s  Fund  and  Building  Fund  are  endowed  primarily  through  Society  do¬ 
nations,”  added  Young. 


Address 


Telephone 


Tear  off  and  send  to:  Rev.  Rob  Weber,  Benton  UMC,  P.O.  Box  388,  Benton,  LA 
71006. 

I _ 

Baby  Boomers 
Targeted  for  Workshop 


There  are  77  million  baby  boomers  in 
the  United  States  and  50  million  of  them 
are*  unchurched.  They  currently  com¬ 
prise  1/3  of  the  population  and  by  the 
year  2000,  this  generation  will  represent 
1/2  of  the  population. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship 
will  be  sponsoring  two  identical  work¬ 
shops  to  help  churches  understand  this 
large  group  of  adults  and  to  reach  out  to 
them.  The  workshops  will  be  held  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  on  April  8  and  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe  on  April  29. 
Each  event  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  and  con¬ 
clude  at  4  p.m.  The  cost  is  $15.00  per  per¬ 
son  with  lunch  included.  Pre-registration 
is  necessary  and  is  due  five  days  prior  to 
the  workshop. 

Registration,  along  with  fee,  should  be 
sent  to:  Larry  Lewis,  527  North  Boule¬ 
vard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  Checks  are 
to  be  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Officially,  baby  boomers  are  persons 


born  in  the  United  States  between  1946 
and  1964.  These  individuals  have  been 
the  target  of  numerous  marketing  stud¬ 
ies,  but  this  workshop  will  attempt  to  see 
this  group  as  persons  to  be  reached  by 
the  church.  It  will  help  participants  see 
the  values  of  this  group  and  develop 
some  strategies  for  reaching  them. 

Much  of  the  information  to  be  shared 
during  the  workshops  has  been  put  to¬ 
gether  by  Robert  Paul  and  Kirk  McNeill, 
both  with  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship.  Four  persons  from  Louisiana  have 
been  trained  by  them.  They  include:  Rev. 
Charles  Langford,  Rev.  Lee  McKinzie, 
Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  and  Larrv  Lewis. 

The  workshops  are  open  to  anyone 
from  local  churches  interested  in  attend¬ 
ing.  It  might  be  of  particular  interest  to 
pastors,  adult  coordinators,  evangelism 
chairpersons,  singles  coordinators,  and 
members  of  the  Council  on  Ministries  or 
Administrative  Council.  Participants  can 
receive  .5  CEU  credit  for  full  atten¬ 
dance. 


Shown  at  the  Greater  Baton  Rouge  Children’s  Parade  February  4  is  Cheney 
Chalmes  of  Istrouma  UMC  Food  Pantry. 


Mrs.  Dolly  Fortenberry,  President  of  the  Methodist  Hospital  Auxiliary,  accepts  i 
special  Life  level  award  from  Foundation/Hospital  President,  Fred  Young  Jr. 


Telephone  _ 

Contact  Person 


- 1 

LOUISIANA  HARVEST  OF  HOPE 
Please  send  the  following: 

□  More  information  on  the  Harvest  of  Hope  □  An  application  to  attend  Harvest  of  Hope. 

Church  Name - - - 

Address  - - - - 


Around  the  Conference 


?*N 


‘From  Our  Church  in  Jamaica’ 


The  following  are  excerpts  from  a  letter  received  from  Rev.  Ossie  Thorboume, 
pastor  of  the  St.  Ann’s  Bay  Methodist  Church  in  Jamaica: 

"Greetings  in  His  precious  name.  We  are  taking  this  opportunity  to  send  greetings 
to  the  various  teams  that  visited  us  during  the  past  year.  We  are  grateful  for  the  links 
and  friendships  which  have  been  forged  between  you  and  our  people  in  St.  Ann’s  Bay. 
Your  friendly  presence  has  been  a  resource  of  joy  and  encouragement  and  your  gifts 
of  time  and  treasure  have  added  substantially  to  the  assets  of  our  community.” 

“Some  of  you  have  been  involved  with  us  since  Hurricane  Gilbert.  On  behalf  of  our 
community  which  includes  Anglicans,  Baptists,  Salvation  Army,  Church  of  Christ, 
Assemblies  of  God,  as  well  as  Methodists,  we  would  like  to  thank  you  for  the  load  of 
foodstuffs  and  other  items.  More  than  3,000  persons  were  served.” 

"We  are  happy  to  say  that  the  Manse  roof  has  been  restored  as  also  Cloisters  Cen¬ 
tre  roof  and  we  expect  that  in  a  short  while  the  total  work,  including  painting,  will  be 
completed.  Wesley  College  has  not  yet  been  completed  because  the  roofing  materials 
have  not  been  available,  but  we  hope  that  these  will  be  ready  soon  so  that  we  can  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  work.” 

“May  we  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  thanks  for  all  of  the  expressions  of  con¬ 
cern  and  sympathy  extended  very  soon  after  the  hurricane  by  telephone  and  letters. 
May  all  of  you  in  Louisiana  have  a  very  fruitful  1989  and  may  God  richly  bless  you 
for  all  that  you  are  doing  for  the  people  of  Jamaica.” 


Immediate  Past  Chief  of  Staff,  Dr.  Robert  Fortenberry  and  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  Judge  Thomas  Giraud. 


A  Parade  that 
Forces  a  Choice 


Since  Marilyn  and  I  have  moved  to  Louisiana,  we  have  learned  to  appreci¬ 
ate  parades.  Somehow  they  gather  up  all  our  fantasies  and  dreams,  then  line 
them  up  in  costumed  personages  that  are  bigger  than  life.  The  floats  are 
miniature  continents  of  fun  and  frivolity  that  we  all  would  like  to  hop  on  to 
and  join.  The  bands  sweep  majestically  down  the  avenue  conjuring  up  images 
of  at  least  seventy-six  trombones  keeping  step  to  a  big  bass  drum. 

Palm  Sunday  is  a  parade.  Children  and  choirs  will  be  marching  down 
sanctuary  aisles  waving  palms  and  singing  their  hosannas.  Many  persons  will 
be  confirmed  as  members  of  the  Body  of  Christ  and  the  parade  will  lead  us 
into  Holy  Week. 

Yet  the  parade  is  not  like  the  production  of  a  Mardi  Gras  krewe;  it's  more 
like  an  Olympian  Jan  Band  funeral  march.  For  Jesus  begins  his  journey  to 
the  cross  with  this  parade. 

And  all  the  bystanders  must  choose  sides.  They  cry  out  one  of  two  respons¬ 
es:  "Hosanna!”  or  "Crucify  Him!” 

Palm  Sunday  is  a  parade  that  forces  a  choice.  Let  every  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  be  in  worship  this  week  to  renew  our  faith  and  redecide  our 
commitment  to  the  one  crucified  so  that  we  can  have  abundant  life. 
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Editorial 

Free  to  do  ‘works  of  mercy’:  A  gift 


Others’  thankfulness  for  things  we 
take  for  granted  can  be  humbling. 

A  good  example  is  the  response  of 
Soviet  Christians  to  their  new-found 
freedom  to  engage  openly  in  "works 
of  mercy”  (see  related  story  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

Until  recently,  if  one  were  a  Chris¬ 
tian  living  in  the  Soviet  Union,  prac¬ 
ticing  one’s  faith  was  severely 
restricted  to  private  acts  of  worship 
and  study. 

It  was— and  still  is— illegal  under 
Soviet  law  to  express  one’s  faith  pub¬ 
licly  via  outreach  to  people  in  need. 

But  as  part  of  recent  government 
openness  to  new  influences  (“glas- 
nost”)  and  efforts  to  restructure  Sovi¬ 
et  society  (“perestroika”),  such 
restrictions  are  not  being  enforced. 

The  result  has  been  an  outpouring 
of  activity  by  Soviet  Christians  aimed 
at  carrying  out  the  second  part  of  Je¬ 
sus’  Great  Commandment  to  love  God 
and  neighbor. 

“This  has  always  been  in  our 
hearts,  but  now  we  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  live  it  out,”  a  Soviet  woman 
explained.  Her  joy  was  obvious.  So 
was  that  of  other  Soviet  Christians  ob¬ 
served  by  the  Reporter  for  their  un¬ 
precedented  opportunities  to  love  and 
serve  others. 

Now  then  . . . 

When  was  the  last  time  you  or  oth¬ 
ers  in  your  congregation  expressed 
similar  heartfelt  gratitude  for  such 
opportunities? 

For  that  matter,  when  was  the  last 
time  you  or  others  in  your  congregation 
welcomed  a  specific  need  or  cry  for 


help  as  truly  being  an  "opportunity”? 

Or,  are  such  needs  ever  greeted 
with  self-excusing  complacency  (“We 
can’t  help  everybody  who  asks!”)  or, 
even,  blame-the-victim  resentment 
(“If  they  would  shape  up,  they 
wouldn’t  need  our  help!”)? 

As  Christians  living  in  the  United 
States,  our  heritage  of  religious  free¬ 
dom  is  a  mixed  blessing. 

On  one  hand,  that  freedom  has  per¬ 
mitted  the  flourishing  of  American 
Christianity  in  ways  unthinkable  in 
societies  that  discourage  or  repress 
religious  expression. 

On  the  other  hand,  that  freedom  of¬ 
ten  breeds  a  “no  big  deal”  attitude 
about  putting  our  faith  into  practice. 

After  all,  according  to  that  attitude, 
there’s  “always  tomorrow.”  Didn’t 
Jesus  Himself  say  “the  poor  will  al¬ 
ways  be  with  us?” 

By  contrast,  the  experience  of  our 
Soviet  sisters  and  brothers  in  Christ 
witnesses  to  an  important  truth: 

Although  poor  people— and  human 
need  of  all  kinds— will  always  be 
present  in  a  sinful  world,  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  meeting  those  needs  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  our  Christian  calling  should 
never  be  taken  for  granted. 

We  should  rejoice  that  Soviet  Chris¬ 
tians  have  a  new— and,  we  pray,  long- 
lasting— freedom  to  serve  others  and 
to  live  out  their  Christian  faith  more 
completely. 

Their  excitement  about  that  free¬ 
dom  should  be  a  humbling  reminder 
to  us  in  America  that  all  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  help  others  in  need  are  pre¬ 
cious  gifts  from  God. 


A  Christian  volunteer  cares  for  a  psychiatric  patient  in  a  Moscow 
hospital.  Until  recently,  opportunities  for  Soviet  Christians  to  do  such 
“works  of  mercy”  were  severely  restricted.  We  as  U.S.  Christians 
should  not  take  such  opportunities  for  granted. 


The  next  time  you  sing  the  words  of 
a  familiar  folk  hymn— “Lord,  I  want 
to  be  a  Christian  in  my  heaTt”— recall 
the  Soviet  woman’s  witness:  The  de¬ 
sire  to  do  works  of  mercy  “has  al¬ 


ways  been  in  our  hearts.” 

Then  ask  yourself  how,  or  whether, 
your  words  and  hers  reflect  similar 
expressions  of  desire  and  intent  to 
love  God  by  serving  others. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Are  leaders  afraid  to  talk  about  salvation? 


To  the  Editor: 

What  refreshing  statements  from  one 
of  our  United  Methodist  preachers! 

I  refer  to  the  Rev.  John  Morris’  March 
3  “Here  I  Stand”  article  headlined,  “We 
should  ‘save  the  lost,  not  reach  ‘un¬ 
churched.’  ” 

It  does  seem  that  our  United  Methodist 
leaders  are  afraid  to  talk  about  salva¬ 
tion,  the  blood  and  true  repentance. 

They  seem  to  be  interested  in  social  is¬ 
sues  and  what  makes  people  feel  good. 
They  forget  that  Christ  talked  about 
“loving  others  as  yourself”  which  could 
solve  our  social  problems — not  the  other 
way  around. 

As  a  layperson,  what  do  I  know?  But  I 
bet  when  United  Methodist  preachers 
really  speak  out  to  bring  the  lost  to 
Christ  instead  of  to  church  membership, 
we  will  have  our  church  rolls  overflow¬ 
ing  with  people  and  the  money  to  do 
God’s  work. 

Thank  the  Lord  for  preachers  like  Mr. 
Morris.  Maybe  our  church  has  a  future 
after  all. 

Bob  Lankford 
Duncanville,  Texas 

Article  enhances  ‘hubris’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  March  3  “Here  I  Stand"  headlined, 
‘We  should  ‘save  the  lost,’ ...”  enhances 
my  hubris  through  the  author’s  reassur¬ 
ance  that  all  those  who  do  not  believe  as 
he  and  I  do  are  lost. 

Sam  Miller 
Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

Opinions  were  interesting 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  interesting  to  read  the  variety 
of  opinions  (and  suspicions!)  following 
the  captioned  picture  of  the  Bush  and 
Quayle  families  worshiping  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Cathedral  in  Washington,  D.C.  (see 
UMR,  March  3). 

While  I  only  understand  that  the  Vice 
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otSC  Pontius'  Puddle 


PAfcDON  ME,  BUT  THE'  KEWBERS  OE  MY  8EUEE 
SYSTEM  ARE  OOT  PROHtfTING-  OOR  UNIQUE  V/ ALOES 
TO  INDIVIDOALS  IN  OUR  SOCIETY  WHOM,  RECENT 
SURVEYS  HAVE  INDICATED  ARE 
SELIEVlNCr 
IMPAlRED. 

WOULD  YOU 
LIKE  ATR6CT- 
ER.UM-A  , 

DATA  SHEETM 


"L5T 


WITNESSING-  WAS  A  LOT 
SIMPLER  WHEN  WE  OUST. 
WON  SINNERS  TO  CHR'ST  \ 

Si 

l  j 

President  and  his  wife  are  Presbyterian, 

I  do  know  that  President  and  Mrs.  Bush 
are  Episcopalian.  Further,  I  know  that 
they  are  regular  and  active  church-goers 
over  many  years  rather  than  it  being  an¬ 
other  "photo  opportunity.” 

One  can  only  pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  speak  to  President  Bush  in  lively 
fashion  about  the  issues  of  response  to 
the  poor  and  the  homeless  . . .  the  list  of¬ 
fered  by  Mr.  Weaver  from  Oakland, 
Calif.,  so  that  the  president’s  love  of 
Christ  may  be  translated  into  an  active 
commitment  during  this  term  in  office. 

Mel  Matteson 
Seattle,  Washington 

We  must  keep  love  our  goal 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Feb.  24  “Here  I  Stand”  headline, 
“What  should  be  Christian  position  on 
death  penalty,”  provoked  in  me  a  great 
need  to  respond  in  support  of  the  Rev. 
John  Workman’s  position  and  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  Rev.  Roger  Glover’s. 

From  the  opposing  viewpoint,  the  Rev. 
Roger  Glover  points  out  that  the  Old 
Testament  condones  and  mandates  capi¬ 
tal  punishment.  The  Rev.  Glover  can 
quote  from  the  Bible,  from  various  dic¬ 
tionaries  and  from  other  sources,  but 
this  issue,  like  any  other,  comes  down  to 
how  we  interpret,  based  on  our  faith,  the 
things  we  see,  hear,  read  or  experience. 

We  have  to  make  our  determinations 
taking  the  teachings  of  Jesus  into  consid¬ 
eration— the  lessons  he  taught  us  by  the 
example  of  his  loving  deeds. 

My  interpretations  of  Jesus’  teachings, 
based  on  my  faith,  proves  to  me  that  Je¬ 
sus  was  incarnated  as  a  human,  accepted 
the  same  joys  and  sorrows  that  we  expe¬ 
rience,  and  suffered  and  died— not  to  af¬ 
firm  the  practice  of  capital  punishment, 
but  to  teach  us  by  his  gentle  example  to 
love  our  neighbor  (yes,  even  our  enemy), 


to  have  compassion,  and  to  forgive  those ' 
who  trespass  against  us. 

My  God  is  a  loving  and  merciful  God 
who  does  not  want  us  to  seek  vengeance 
against  our  brothers  and  sisters,  but  in¬ 
stead  to  reach  out  in  sympathy  to  the  vic¬ 
tim  and  the  accused  alike.  Each  time  we 
carry  out  an  execution,  we  crucify  Christ 
again,  and  his  blood  is  on  all  our  hands. 

Mr.  Glover  concludes  by  stating  that 
capital  punishment  is  the  final  resort  of 
a  just  society. 

We  must  refuse  to  lose  sight  of  our 
more  important  goals,  never  forgetting 
that  love  is  the  only  choice  in  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God.  • 

Susan  Brown  Cranfill 
Saugus,  Massachusetts 

Statement  was  sick 

To  the  Editor: 

Surely  you  jest! 

I  enjoy  the  concept  of  a  healthy  debate 
on  a  lively  issue.  But  the  statement  by  the 
Rev.  Roger  Glover  (see  UMR,  Feb.  24)  in 
favor  of  state  execution  is  very  sick. 

It  is  sick  exegesis,  sick  logic,  and  sick 
spiritually.  I  am  absolutely  opposed  to 
capital  punishment.  Even  so,  there  sure¬ 
ly  are  contributors  who  have  written 
more  lucid  statements  in  favor. 

Ellen  A.  Brubaker 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 

Substance,  not  image! 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  obvious  that  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent’s  speech  to  the  editors  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  (see  UMR,  Feb.  24)  tried  hard  to 
put  a  new  image  on  the  Global  Board  of 
Ministries. 

However,  this  is  what  has  many  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  con¬ 
cerned.  The  changes  at  the  board 
sometimes  appear  to  be  more  image 
than  substance. 

I  noticed  in  the  same  issue  where  Dr. 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Peggy  Billings,  who  was  not  renominated 
as  head  of  the  World  Program  Division, 
has  been  moved  to  a  project  identifying 
"cutting  edge  issues”  for  the  board. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  one  whose  actions 
had  been  so  controversial  as  head  of  the 
World  Program  Division  might  not  be 
the  person  church  members  would  pre¬ 
fer  to  have  identifying  "cutting  edge”  is¬ 
sues  for  our  missions  board. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  person  in  line 
to  replace  Dr.  Billings  is  one  who  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  trusted  bureaucrat  of  the 
board’s  hierarchy  without  any  hands-on 
experience  in  the  overseas  mission  field. 

One  gets  the  impression  that  the  mis¬ 
sions  board  is  about  the  business  of  image 
fixing  and  not  substantive  correction. 

United  Methodists  do  not  want  the 
board's  image  fixed.  They  want  a  change 
of  heart.  It  is  not  enough  to  rearrange 
bureaucratic  arrogance.  The  church 
wants  a  new  philosophy  of  missions  that 
is  grounded  in  scriptural  Christianity 
and  worthy  of  our  Wesleyan  heritage. 

When  the  directors  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  meet  in  April  they 
would  do  well  to  give  this  matter  prayer- 
ful  consideration.  w  Hobert  Johnson 

Abingdon,  Virginia 

Editorial  was  powerful 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Feb.  24  editorial  headlined,  “How 
does  your  religious  ‘sword’  cut?”  was  one 
of  the  most  powerful  and  useful  that  I 
have  read. 

We  in  the  institutional  church  must 
continually  wrestle  with  the  tension  be¬ 
tween  the  ease  of  maintaining  the  “insti¬ 
tution"  versus  the  challenge  of  fulfilling 
the  law  of  love. 

Thank  you  for  this  reminder  which 
fans  the  embers  into  more  light. 

Don  Crary 

Rowland  Heights,  California 


Who  were  you,  Jonathan;  why  did  you  go9 

i  the  d 
ere  si 


Stephen  Swecker 


The  engraved  words  on  the  dull  metal 
marker  set  in  stone  were  simple  but 
electrifying  in  their 
effect  on  me. 

“ The  Garden  of 
Gethsemani.  In  mem¬ 
ory  of  Jonathan  M. 

Daniels ,  Episcopa - 
lian  seminarian , 
martyred  in  Ala¬ 
bama,  August  20, 

1965." 

Jonathan  Daniels'  name  itself  didn’t 
mean  anything  to  me.  But  the  guestmaster 
at  the  Trappist  monastery  where  I  was 
spending  the  week  in  silent  retreat— the 
Abbey  of  Gethsemani  in  Kentucky— later 
confirmed  what  I  suspected: 

The  young  seminary  student  had  been 
killed  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago 
while  participating  in  civil  rights  demon¬ 
strations  in  Alabama. 

A  patron  of  Gethsemani  Abbey  had  me¬ 
morialized  Jonathan  by  commissioning 
two  large  statues  to  be  placed  in  a  stand 


of  towering  pine  trees— the  “Garden  of 
Gethsemani”— on  monastery  grounds. 

Suddenly,  as  I  read  the  dedication  to 
Jonathan,  the  inner  calm  I’d  experienced 
at  the  monastery  was  shattered.  For  sev¬ 
eral  days,  I  had  lived  a  peaceful  rhythm  of 
prayer  and  contemplation  built  around  the 
monks’  periodic  chanting  of  the  Psalms. 

Now  this  steel-and-stone  reminder  of 
the  rougher  rhythm  of  another  place  and 
time,  and  the  fiery  passage  of  faith  that 
the  civil  rights  struggle  represented  for 
many  Christians  during  the  1960s,  jolted 
my  serenity. 

Who  were  you,  Jonathan? 

What  were  your  dreams? 

Why  did  you  go  to  Alabama? 

Did  your  faith  call  you  there? 

Did  you  know  you  might  die? 

Tears  began  to  flow  as  I  imagined  a 
person  who,  had  he  lived,  probably  would 
have  been  about  my  age.  As  one  called  to 
service  in  the  church,  Jonathan  might 
even  have  lived  a  life  similar  to  mine. 


But  strangely,  although  I  was  the  one 
who  was  alive,  his  witness  was  the  more 
active  presence  now,  reaching  out  across 
the  years  and  speaking  to  my  heart. 

Who  are  you,  Stephen? 

What  are  your  dreams? 

Why  did  you  go  to  Dallas? 

Did  your  faith  call  you  there? 

Do  you  know  that  you,  too,  will  die? 

Jonathan,  I  tell  you  I’m  not  sure  how 
to  answer.  But,  because  you  cared  about 
and  acted  upon  something  beyond  the 
front  doorstep  of  your  faith,  you  compel 
me  to  struggle  with  questions  such  as 
these  that  probe  the  core  of  my  being. 

A  soft  but  chilly  breeze  brushed 
against  my  face  as  I  left  Jonathan’s  gar¬ 
den.  I  was  mindful  as  never  before  of  the 
mysterious  “cloud  of  witnesses”  that 
hovers  lovingly  over  us  all— monks  who 
contemplate,  marchers  who  demonstrate 
and,  yes,  even  those  of  us  who  aren’t  sure 
how,  or  to  what,  God  is  calling  us. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Here  I  Stand 

We  can  be  Christians 


and  humanists ’  too ! 


By  EDNA  M.  BOARDMAN 
“Are  you  a  humanist?” 

The  question,  accompanied  with  a 
smile,  startled  me. 

I'm  a  teacher— a 
public  school  librari¬ 
an— and  my  visiting 
brother-in-law  and  I 
were  talking  about 
my  choosing  books 
related  to  religion  in 
my  library. 

I  know  a  portion  of  Edna  Boardman 
the  public  believes  teachers  are  part  of 
a  philosophical  conspiracy  called  secular 
humanism. 

We  are  not  .said  to  be  formally  orga¬ 
nized,  but  positioned  nonetheless  to  lead  the 
nation’s  children  away  from  God  to  a  belief 
that  humans  alone  control  their  destiny. 

We  do  this,  “they”  say,  by  callously— 
or  mindlessly— omitting  references  to 
religion  within  the  public  schools.  We  are 
not  to  be  trusted. 

But  this  was  partly  a  personal  ques¬ 
tion,  partly  about  my  professional  prac¬ 
tices.  How  do  they  fit  together?  I  don’t 
think  he  was  baiting  me,  I  think  he  really 
wanted  to  know. 

Am  I  a  humanist? 

Here’s  my  response: 

To  begin  with,  just  about  everything  in 
the  world  important  to  me  was  devised 
by  or  shaped  by  humans:  art,  music,  gov¬ 
ernment,  architecture,  literature,  etc. 

I  do  a  lot  of  secular  things.  I  eat,  sleep, 
serve  on  committees,  and  get  the  tire 
fixed  on  my  car.  I  dance,  sew,  cook,  read, 
sing,  write,  watch  TV,  and  shop-til-I- 
drop.  1^  try  to  please  my  employer  and 
keep  in  touch  with  my  grown  kids. 

I  also  believe  in  God  the  Father  Al¬ 
mighty,  maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  and 
in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  son,  our  Lord. 

I  put  part  of  what  I  earn  into  the  enve¬ 
lope  at  church  each  month,  and  some¬ 
times  forego  something  to  be  sure 
there’s  another  blanket  in  the  Advance 
Special  warehouse. 

I  attend  a  wonderful  congregation  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  and  yes,  it’s 
one  of  the  mainline  churches  journalists 
keep  reminding  us  have  multiple  failings. 

So  what’s  this  got  to  do  with  being  or 
not  being  a  humanist? 


It’s  just  that  I  can’t  understand  very 
much  about  God  or  any  matter  of  faith  un¬ 
til  I  see  these  ideas  wrapped  up  in  person. 
In  my  church,  I  see  some  aspect  of  God 
walking  around  with  names  such  as  Arlene, 
Char,  Ken,  Greg,  Linda,  Bruce,  Lorrie,  Do¬ 
ris,  and  Lillian . . .  human  beings,  all. 

I  don’t  think  the  world  is  comprehensi¬ 
ble  without  an  understanding  of  the  his¬ 
tory  and  role  of  faith.  Yet,  independent 
studies  have  found  few  textbook  refer¬ 
ences  to  religion  at  the  elementary  and 
secondary  levels. 

Textbook  writers  and  publishers  say 
that  they  are  in  a  no-win  spot.  Every  time 
they  mention  religion,  someone  takes  issue 
with  them.  I  believe— and  have  said  so  in  a 
widely-read  national  publication,  “The 
American  School  Board  Journal”  (Jan., 
1988),  that  it  is  appropriate  to  include  reli¬ 
gious  material  in  school  libraries. 

Biography,  literature,  history,  person¬ 
al  development,  social  sciences,  art,  mu¬ 
sic,  and  many  other  kinds  of  material 
can  have  a  religious  perspective  without 
proselytizing  or  giving  a  religious  cast  to 
the  library  collection  as  a  whole. 

Biographies  of  Billy  Graham  and  the 
pope  can  simply  be  there,  awaiting  a  stu¬ 
dent’s  choice.  I  believe  the  school  library 
should  shelf  Bibles  and  sacred  books  of 
other  faiths  of  children  in  the  community. 

Jesus  said  that  the  Kingdom  of  God  is 
like  a  sower  going  to  sow  or  like  a  king 
who  gave  a  marriage  feast  for  his  son.  The 
church  early  figured  out  that  Jesus  was 
both  divine  and  human.  I  believe  in  God;  I 
see  God  living  in  human  beings.  In  my  pro¬ 
fessional  life,  I  serve  students  and  God. 

It  would  be  nice  to  spot  the  culprits  in 
the  debate  between  secular  and  sacred  in 
education  and  simply  toss  the  bums  out. 
I’ve  heard  sermons  that  followed  this  line: 
“Let’s  get  rid  of  the  secular  humanists  in 
our  schools.  Give  your  school  an  ultima¬ 
tum  that  you  will  not  tolerate  humanism.” 

Maybe  you  have  heard  this,  too.  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  answer  is  the  tedious  task  of 
working  out  solutions  and  compromises 
in  love.  I’ve  found  one  approach,  and 
would  like  to  have  you  reject  labels  and 
join  me  in  the  struggle. 

Edna  M.  Boardman  is  a  member  of 
Vincent  United  Methodist  Church,  Minot, 
N.D.  (North  Dakota  Annual  Conference.) 


My  Witness 


4No  TV,  no  parlies,  no  nothing’ 
give  insight  into  our  fears,  faith 


By  GREG  POGUE 

I  am  like  many  people  in  that  one  of 
;he  greatest  fears  I  have  is  that  of  being 
ilone.  I  have  a 
Tiend,  however,  who 
-ecently  had  an  ex¬ 
perience  that  has 
changed  my  attitude 
about  loneliness. 

My  friend,  a  pro- 
fessional  student,  re- 
cently  had  to  attend 
a  summer  school 
course  in  another  state  because  of  an  ac- 

odomir  faillirp 


Greg  Pogue 


enter  more  meaningful  relationships  with 
the  people  he  had  to  see  every  day. 

As  people  of  faith,  two  things  may  be 
learned  from  my  friend’s  experience: 

First,  experiences  that  at  first  seem  to 
be  terrible  often  turn  out  in  the  end  to  be 
the  most  joyful  times  of  our  lives. 

Second,  we  need  never  fear  being  alone 
because  we  never  really  are. 

Greg  Pogue  is  a  member  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Houston  (Texas 
Annual  Conference). 


Know  your  Bible? 


away  from  his  friends  and  his  family  and 
about  being  isolated  from  the  regular 
trappings  of  everyday  life  for  so  long. 

“No  television,  no  parties,  no  nothing,’’ 
he  whined.  He,  a  23-year-old  student,  was 
to  be  cooped  up  in  a  dormitory  on  a  cam¬ 
pus  in  a  small  town  during  the  summer. 
He  threatened  to  quit  school  in  lieu  of 
"doing  time"  in  such  a  setting. 

But  the  young  man  returned  from  his 
supposed  imprisonment  a  new  person. 
Before,  he  had  been  cynical  and  frustrat¬ 
ed.  Afterwards,  he  was  alive  and  enthusi¬ 
astic.  I  suspected  he  had  met  a 
wonderful  girl  or  something! 

I  told  him  this,  and  he  laughed  and  ex¬ 
plained  that  he  had  in  his  solitude  come  to 
experience  a  relationship  with  his  Lord 
like  he  had  never  experienced  before. 

What’s  more,  he  established  some  won¬ 
derful  relationships  with  the  friends  he 
made  during  the  summer.  As  a  result,  he 
said  that  he  was  now  better  equipped  to 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse— of  the  following: 

“Seek  first  his  kingdom  and  his 
righteousness,  and  all  these  things 
shall  be  yours  as  well.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  John  20:29) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  19 
Monday:  Psalm  118:19-29 
Tuesday:  Luke  19:28-40 
Wednesday:  Psalm  31:9-16 
Thursday:  Isaiah  50:4-9a 
Friday:  Luke  22:14 — 23:56 
Saturday:  Philippians  2:5-11 
Sunday:  Philippians  2:12-13 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation's  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church's  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 
P.O.  Box  222198 
Dallas,  TX  75222 
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‘Glasnost’  brings  Soviet  churches  a  new  freedom 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  RUSSIAN  ORTHODOX  CHURCH 

MOSCOW— A  Baptist  laywoman  cares  for  a  patient  in  the  women’s  ward  of  a  Soviet  mental  hospital.  Scenes  like 
this  are  being  repeated  throughout  the  Soviet  Union  today,  say  church  representatives  who  met  recently  with  an 
American  delegation  from  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 


MOSCOW— “The  Soviet  Union  [in  the 
last  year]  has  become  a  new  country.” 

That  message  was  delivered  to  Ameri¬ 
can  church  leaders  in  the  Soviet  Union 
last  month  for  high-level  talks  and  a  tour 
of  earthquake  devastation  in  Armenia 
(see  UMR,  March  10). 

The  Rev.  Alexy  M.  Bichkov,  a  Baptist, 
was  describing  what  he  said  is  a  stunning 
change  in  his  country’s  religious  climate. 

"Glasnost”— the  new  openness  set  in 
motion  by  Soviet  Premier  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  last  spring— has  triggered  a 
wave  of  church  activity  not  seen  in  mod¬ 
em  times,  said  the  Soviet  church  official. 

The  American  group  was  told  that: 

/  There  has  been  a  loosening  of  re¬ 
strictions  on  religion  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

/  Churches  are  opening  at  a  dizzying 
rate— more  than  1,000  Russian  Orthodox 
churches  alone  during  the  past  14 
months. 

/  For  the  first  time  in  over  70  years, 
Christians  are  doing  “miloserdiye” 
["works  of  mercy”]  in  state-operated 
hospitals,  in  orphanages  and  in  mental 
institutions. 

/  Pastors  and  priests  are  conducting 
baptisms,  hearing  confession  and  giving 
communion  in  places  off-limits  to  clergy 
just  two  years  ago. 


Did  you  know? 

U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Soviet 
Union  Jack  Madlock  and  his  wife, 
Rebecca,  are  long-time  United 
Methodists. 

In  fact,  Mrs.  Madlock ’s  father, 
the  Rev.  Hugh  H.  Burrum,  was 
pastor  of  Rehobeth-Sandersville 
United  Methodist  churches  near 
Hendersonville,  Tenn.,  after  retir¬ 
ing  as  a  school  principal. 


SECOND  IN  AN  EXCLUSIVE 
REPORTER  SERIES 
By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 


Metropolitan  Peterim  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church’s  publishing  house  said, 
“Even  a  year  ago,  one  could  not  imagine 
the  situation  we  have  now.” 

Change  stuns  church  leaders 

One  delighted  lay  volunteer  from  St. 
Nicholas  Church,  a  Russian  Orthodox 
congregation  in  Moscow,  told  the  visiting 
National  Council  of  Churches  delegation 
that  the  opportunity  to  perform  charity 
work  was  an  answer  to  prayer. 

“This  has  always  been  in  our  hearts, 
but  now  we  have  the  opportunity  to  live 
it  out,”  she  said  (see  related  editorial  on 
Page  2). 

Michael  Roshak,  a  staff  executive  with 
the  NCC,  said  he  was  surprised  at  the  va¬ 
riety  of  places  where  volunteers  were 
serving— particularly  in  mental  hospi¬ 
tals,  which  have  traditionally  been  off- 


limiis  to  the  general  public. 

He  also  expressed  surprise  that  both 
Orthodox  and  Protestants  were  involved 
and  that  volunteers  were  responding 
from  the  local  church  level. 

Mr.  Roshak  coordinated  the  week-long 
visit  for  the  13-person  NCC  delegation. 

Group  participants  may  have  been  the 
first  westerners  in  modern  times  to  view 
religious  charity  work  in  the  Soviet 
Union  other  than  the  disaster  relief  by 
Armenian  church  officials  following  the 
Dec.  7  earthquake. 

‘Touch  some  of  the  excitement’ 

"I  think  that  [the  Russian  church  offi¬ 
cials]  really  hoped  that  we  would  touch 
some  of  the  excitement  of  the  times,” 
Mr.  Roshak  said. 

NCC  delegates  talked  to  Baptist  volun¬ 
teers  working  in  a  psychiatric  hospital 
ward;  viewed  the  work  of  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  volunteers  at  an  orphanage,  and  wit¬ 
nessed  a  seriously-ill  hospital  patient— a 
man  in  his  early  30s— baptized  in  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  ceremony  in  a  public  ward 
in  Moscow’s  15th  Hospital. 

The  Russian  Orthodox  priests  who  per¬ 
formed  the  baptism  also  held  brief  com¬ 
munion  services  at  the  bedsides  of 
hospital  patients. 

One  NCC  delegate— David  Nelson  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America— said  he  was  “struck  by  the 
sensitivity  of  the  priests  and  their  minis¬ 
try  to  all  the  ill,  not  just  the  believers.” 

In  addition,  there  were  also  hints  of 
wider  ministries  by  both  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  clergy. 

Mr.  Roshak  said  it  is  likely  that  Ortho¬ 
dox  priests  are  visiting  hospital  wards 
and  conducting  special  prayer  services 
for  the  severely  ill. 

The  services  include  12  epistle  read¬ 
ings  and  12  gospel  readings  and  have  a 
special  evangelistic  nature,  he  said. 

He  said  there  have  also  been  reports  of 
a  startling  resurgence  in  the  number  of 


church  weddings,  which  he  described  as 
"as  much  a  sign  of  church  vitality  as 
baptisms  and  maybe  moreso.” 

And  an  official  at  a  psychiatric  hospi¬ 
tal  for  teen-agers  told  the  visiting  Amer¬ 
icans  that  regular  visits  of  monks  from 
the  nearby  Danilov  Monastery  “have 


made  a  big  difference”  in  the  lives  of 
children  at  the  hospital. 

With  reports  of  widening  religious 
freedom  in  the  Soviet  Union  came  words 
of  caution,  however. 

Konstantine  Kharchev,  chairman  of 
the  Soviet  Council  of  Religious  Affairs, 


warned  that  while  progress  is  being 
made  in  relations  between  the  church 
and  state,  it  is  too  early  to  say  what  the 
final  effect  will  be. 

He  warned  U.S.  representatives  not  to 
expect  that  “all  [religious]  problems  will 
be  solved  in  one  or  two  years.” 


Estonian  UMs  credit 
growth  to  hero  of  faith9 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MOSCOW— In  the  tiny  Soviet  republic 
of  Estonia,  United  Methodists  recently 
paid  tribute  to  a  modern-day  “hero  of  the 
faith.” 

The  Rev.  Aleksander  Kuum,  who  died 
last  month  after  68  years  as  a  pastor, 
was  described  by  parishioners  as  "the 
‘grand  old  man’  of  Estonian  Methodism.” 

Sue  Robinson,  a  staff  executive  with 
the  denomination’s  world  mission  board 
in  New  York,  said  Mr.  Kuum’s  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  Estonian  church  was  recalled 
during  an  ecumenical  "evangelization 
service”  she  attended  during  a  special 
visit  to  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tallinn. 

She  was  in  the  Soviet  Union  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
delegation  (see  separate  story). 

Ms.  Robinson  said  nothing— not  even  an 
exile  to  Siberia— could  muzzle  Mr.  Kuum. 

“He  would  never  be  quiet  and  quit 
talking  about  religion,”  she  said. 

She  said  that  Mr.  Kuum’s  ministry  was 
interrupted  when  he  arrested  by  the 
KGB  [Soviet  secret  police]  in  1952  be¬ 
cause  of  his  religious  work.  He  spent 
four  years  in  a  Siberian  prison  camp. 

“But  he  came  back  stronger  than  ever. 
Even  in  his  later  years,  he  would  always 
rise  to  remind  his  [flock],  'The  church 
won’t  increase  if  we  don’t  have  evange¬ 
lism,’  ”  said  Ms.  Robinson. 


Today,  his  little  Estonian  church— a 
part  of  the  Northern  Europe  Central 
Conference— has  grown  to  1,900  mem¬ 
bers,  15  congregations  and  15  pastors. 

And  the  church’s  growing  influence, 
both  inside  and  outside  of  Estonia,  belies 
its  size. 

It  is  a  charter  member  of  the  month- 
old  Estonian  Council  of  Churches— the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  council,  which  brings  together  Lu¬ 
therans;  Russian  Orthodox;  Baptists; 
Seventh-day  Adventists  and  Methodists, 
is  part  of  the  groundwork  Estonian 
church  leaders  are  laying  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  loosening  of  restrictions  on 
religion  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

National  recognition  of  the  church  in 
the  U.S.S.R.  was  underscored  by  the  fact 
that  the  Rev.  Olav  Parnamets,  its  top  of¬ 
ficial,  was  one  of  22  church  leaders  from 
across  the  Soviet  Union  chosen  to  meet 
with  representatives  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  U.S.  (see  UMR, 
March  10). 

In  addition  to  a  magnified  presence  on 
the  ecumenical  scene,  Estonian  UMs 
gave  evidence  of  a  healthy  social  minis¬ 
try  with  their  response  to  the  Armenian 
earthquake,  Ms.  Robinson  said. 

She  reported  that  the  church  gave 
6,000  rubles  ($10,200  U.S.)  for  relief  aid  to 
victims. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  GLEN  LARUM 

MOSCOW— The  Rev.  Olav  Parnamets  (second  from  right),  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Estonia,  was  one  of  22  church  lead¬ 
ers  from  across  the  Soviet  Union  to  take  part  in  talks  with  representatives 
from  the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the  U.S.  last  month.  The  1,900- 
member  church  that  Mr.  Parnamets  heads  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the 
recently-created  Estonia  Council  of  Churches,  the  first  organization  of  its 
kind  in  the  Soviet  Union. 


Churches  seek  help  for  refugee  crisis 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


BAYVIEW,  Texas— More  than  1,600  would-be  immigrants,  most  from 
Central  America,  wait  in  detention  hoping  to  appeal  rulings  they  do  not 
qualify  for  political  asylum.  New  regulations  requiring  detention  of  immi¬ 
grants  has  raised  outcries  among  U.S.  church  groups  and  area  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  issued  a  nationwide  plea  for  legal  aid  for  asylum  applicants. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  in  Miami  and  South 
Texas  are  asking  for  help  from  across 
the  denomination  to  cope  with  the  grow¬ 
ing  refugee  crisis. 

The  number  of  Central  American  refu¬ 
gees  pouring  into  those  communities  is 
overwhelming  local  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  resources,  church  officials  said. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Fannin,  Miami  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  said  that  the  burden 
for  assisting  refugees  “has  fallen  almost 
totally  on  the  churches.” 

Miami  United  Methodists  have  drawn 
on  denominational  ties. 

Several  officials  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  program  coordinating  agen¬ 
cy  visited  Miami  late  last  month  to 
assess  the  growing  refugee  problem  and 
the  church’s  response  to  it. 

The  relief  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
world  mission  board— UMCOR— recent¬ 
ly  gave  $5,000  to  the  Miami  District. 

The  funds  were  used  to  help  open  two 
centers  to  distribute  food  and  clothing, 
and  offer  employment  services  and  hous¬ 
ing  assistance  to  refugees— most  of 
whom  are  Nicaraguans,  said  Dr.  Fannin. 

The  centers  are  in  Sweetwater— a 
heavily  Nicaraguan  city  in  western  Dade 
County— and  at  Riverside  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  an  area  in  the  heart  of 
“Little  Havana"  where  Nicaraguans  are 
living  in  crowded  conditions,  sometimes 
as  many  as  11-12  to  a  room,  he  said. 

Several  United  Methodist  churches 
also  are  adopting  refugee  families,  said 
Dr.  Fannin. 

Many  in  Miami’s  latest  wave  of  refu¬ 
gees  came  into  the  United  States  along 
the  U.S.-Mexico  border  and  got  out  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley  just  before  an  Immi¬ 
gration  and  Naturalization  Service  trav¬ 
el  ban  was  reinstated  in  late  February. 

In  the  final  weekend  of  travel,  more 
than  500  refugees— most  bound  for  Mi¬ 
ami— were  given  nearly  $30,000  worth  of 
bus  tickets  by  a  South  Texas  area  ecu- 


Local  United  Methodists  can 
contribute  to  a  fund  to  aid 
refugees  by  designating  their 
gifts  for  Refugee  Border 
Emergency  Advance  No.  901780. 


menical  network  that  included  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Meanwhile,  Central  Americans  contin¬ 
ue  to  arrive  in  South  Texas  at  a  rate  of 
2,000  a  week.  United  Methodists  are  call¬ 
ing  for  legal  help  to  make  sure  refugees 
applying  for  political  asylum  get  a  fair 
hearing. 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  (San  Anto¬ 
nio  Area)  has  sent  out  a  letter  to  each 
United  Methodist  bishop  asking  each  of 
the  denomination’s  74  conferences  to  re¬ 
cruit  a  legal  team  to  help  refugees. 

If  that  isn’t  possible,  the  conference  is 
asked  to  raise  $32,000  so  that  a  border  refu¬ 
gee  task  force  can  hire  a  team  in  its  place. 

The  federal  government  “asylum 
plan"  precipitated  the  critical  need  for 
additional  legal  help,  said  Bishop  Dixon. 

Since  Feb.  21,  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service,  in  a  bid  to  turn 
back  the  tide  of  Central  Americans  ar¬ 
riving  in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley, 
has  been  providing  on-the-spot  process¬ 
ing  of  asylum  requests. 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Hughes,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  McAllen  District  refugee  task 
force,  said  that  in  that  haste  "due  pro¬ 
cess  is  simply  impossible,"  noting  that 
only  "two  to  three  percent”  of  the  asy¬ 
lum  applications  have  been  approved. 

The  rate  should  be  as  high  as  25  to  33 
percent,  he  said. 

Lilia  Fernandez,  who  directs  refugee 
relief  efforts  for  the  denomination’s  re¬ 
lief  agency,  said  that  in  addition  to  min¬ 
istering  to  immediate  human  need,  the 
denomination  needs  to  fashion  a  strategy 
that  "can  reach  more  than  a  small  num¬ 
ber  of  people." 


Layman’s  rights  query 
ruffles  Soviet  tempers 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MOSCOW— Despite  “glasnost’’  and 
“perestroika,”  the  new  openness  and  re¬ 
structuring  sweeping  through  the  Soviet 
bureaucracy,  there  are  still  hints  of  the 
old  “off  limits”  signs. 

Just  ask  Herbert  H.  Henderson. 

Mr.  Henderson,  a  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  from  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
group  inspecting  outreach  efforts  by  Rus¬ 
sian  Christians. 

The  group  visited  several  state-operat¬ 
ed  facilities  in  Moscow,  including  psychi¬ 
atric  hospitals  that  have  traditionally 
been  off  limits  to  the  Russian  public,  let 
alone  foreigners. 

It  was  while  at  a  psychiatric  hospital 
that  Mr.  Henderson,  an  attorney,  hit  a  raw 
nerve  with  queries  about  the  legal  process 
for  involuntarily  admitting  people. 

The  director  of  First  Kaschenko  Psy¬ 
chiatric  Hospital,  where  Baptist  volun¬ 
teers  are  working  with  patients,  bristled 


at  the  attorney’s  questions. 

He  insisted  that  patients’  rights  are  re¬ 
spected  under  Soviet  law,  and  questioned 
the  intent  of  the  church  delegation’s  visit 

There  may  have  been  a  good  reason 
for  the  director's  brusque  reaction  to  Mr. 
Henderson’s  questions. 

U.S.  delegation  members  learned  later 
that  their  visit  came  just  days  before  a 
Soviet  state-sanctioned  visit  was  to  be 
conducted  by  about  20  U.S.  psychiatrists. 

News  reports  said  the  psychiatrists 
were  attempting  to  verify  claims  that 
the  decades-old  Soviet  practice  of  com¬ 
mitting  sane  political  dissidents  to  men¬ 
tal  institutions  has  been  ended. 

According  to  a  1980  “guidebook”  to 
prisons  and  mental  hospitals  published  in 
the  United  States  by  Bantam  Books, 
First  Kaschenko  had  a  ward  set  aside  for 
prisoners  arrested  by  the  Soviet  KGB 
[secret  police]  and  was  noted  for  a  par¬ 
ticularly  sadistic  hospital  attendant. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 

S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME  Director 

of  Music  and  Program  620-member  church.  Re¬ 
quires  training  in  sacred  music;  understanding  of 
worship  Program  area  involves  oversight  of  lay 
volunteers  in  on-going  program,  developing  new 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  TRINITY  UNITED 

Methodist  Church  is  seeking  applicants  for  a 
full-time  experienced  Director  of  Children's 

zens.  Applications  accepted  through  March  31 
Resume  to  Dr.  William  Treude,  FUMC.  106  East 
Cleveland,  Beeville,  TX  78102. 

sume  must  include  salary  requirements.  Send  to: 
Minister  of  Nurture.  607  Airport  Road,  Hunts¬ 
ville.  A1  35802  Send  application  in  by  June  1. 
1989 

WESLEY  RANKIN  COMMUNITY  CENTER 

seeks  Women's  Program  Director,  bi-lingual 
(Spanish/English).  Supervise,  implement  pro¬ 
grams  for  women,  children  in  innercity.  Also. 
Youth  Director,  bi-lingual,  supervise,  implement 
programs  for  innercity  youth.  Both  self-motivat¬ 
ed,  team  players,  with  ability  to  work  with  vari¬ 
ous  cultures,  volunteers,  ages.  Degrees 
preferred/not  required  Send  resume:  Executive 
Director,  3100  Crossman,  Dallas,  TX  75212. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  PART-TIME  organist 
Details  available  by  writing  to.  John  Calvin 
Presbyterian  Church,  P.O.  Box  2530,  Apache 
Junction.  AZ  85217. 

REDEVELOPING  CHURCH  LOOKING  FOR 

person(s)  with  skills  in  program  coordination/de¬ 
velopment,  youth  ministries  and  Christian  edu¬ 
cation.  Send  resume:  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church,  107  E  Routt.  Pueblo,  CO  81004 

POPULAR  COLORADO  ROCKIES  CAMP  locat¬ 
ed  on  10  acres  in  Pike  National  Forest.  45  miles 
west  of  Denver  Openings  still  available  for  sum¬ 
mer  Washington  Park  UMC,  1955  E.  Arizona. 
Denver,  CO  80210.  (303)  777-3043. 

100  PLUS  "HYMNS  OF  FAITH"  HYMNALS 

Purchased  new  in  1982.  Best  offer  per  hymnal. 
United  Community  Church,  Box  63,  Broadlands, 

IL  61816  (217)834-3349. 

FOR  SALE  MARTHA  S  VINEYARD  Furnished 

2  bedroom  summer  cottage  in  historic  Oak 
Bluffs  Campground.  Excellent  condition.  Nice 
neighbors.  $129,500.  Call  (201)  377-2166 

EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY.  DIRECTOR 

of  Christian  Education  position  open  in  May,  Ed- 
worth  UMC,  Chickasha,  OK  73018  Write  P.O. 
Box  518  or  call  (405)  224-3320  for  job  description. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786 
(704)627-6067,627-9507 

LESS-THAN-FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Adult 

and  Senior  Ministries  needed  to  continue  and  ex¬ 
pand  highly  successful  program  in  2100-mem- 

ber  church.  Ideal  opportunity  for  retired  pastor 
to  supplement  income.  Position  available  April 

1,  1989  Negotiable  package.  Contact:  Reverend 
Bruce  Mitchell,  Trinity  UMC,  3200  Manatee  Av¬ 
enue  West,  Bradenton.  FL  34205.  Phone:  (813) 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  Dubli- 
cations,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write: 

Dr.  Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Youth.  First  United  Methodist  Church 
with  1175  members  in  city  of  18,000.  Prefer  mas¬ 
ter's  of  Christian  education,  but  will  consider 
bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent  in  experience 
We  are  looking  for  iust  the  right  person.  Salary 
negotiable  in  regard  to  education  and/or  experi¬ 
ence.  Multi-staff  environment.  Send  resume/ in¬ 
quiries  to:  Dr.  Steve  McElroy,  Box  527,  Hereford, 
TX  79045.  (806)  364-0770. 

ies"  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 
family  reunions,  etc.  Programming /resource  staff 
and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38,  Woodland 
Park.  CO  80866  (719)  687-9038 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS'’  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Ca¬ 
nal  Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes:  9:30 
a  m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

HUNDREDS  OF  UNITED  METHODIST  YOUTH 

professionals  have  been  actively  involved  as 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Youth  Workers 
Association  since  1984.  For  more  information, 
write  to:  Troy  Dunn,  P.O  Box  6826,  San  Antonio, 
TX  78209 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  ASSOCIATE  Director 

with  the  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  Responsibilities  will  include  major 
work  with  camping,  youth  and  young  adult  min¬ 
istries.  Direct  all  resumes  and  inquiries  to: 
CCOM  Personnel  Committee,  2200  S.  University 

WANTED:  PASTORAL  COUNSELOR  to  begin  a 
counseling  ministry  at  church  of  2800  members. 
Seeking  an  ordained  United  Methodist  Minister 
with  experience  in  counseling,  membership  in 
the  American  Association  of  Pastoral  Counselors 
and/or  AAMFT.  Earned  doctorate  preferred. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  FAMILY  Coun¬ 
selors.  Certificate,  quarterly  newsletter,  invita¬ 
tion  to  join  national  referral/consulting 
network  Write:  AAFC,  POB  3253A.  Wichita 
Falls,  TX  76309 

Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  334,  Albany,  GA 
31702. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  SOUGHT  for  St  Paul 

United  Methodist  School  Responsibility  for  fi¬ 
nancial  management  and  development.  Job  de- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT 
for  church  of  1800  members.  Job  description 
available  Salary  $18,000,  negotiable,  depending 

scription/salary  information  on  request  Send 
resume  by  May  l  to:  Mrs.  Harriet  Ellington,  Box 
75007,  Tampa,  FL  33675. 

on  experience.  Send  resumes  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  FUMC,  201  John  Wesley  Blvd.,  Bossier  City, 
LA  71112. 

YOUTH  AND  ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR  for 
growing  1,200  +  member  congregation  in  east 
Memphis.  Full-time  responsibilities  include 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  posi¬ 
tion  available  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
Odessa,  Texas.  Our  church  of  2000  +  members 
is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  to  compliment  a  staff  including  a  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Music,  Director  of  Youth  Ministry. 

oversight  of  entire  program  of  youth  ministry, 
r.iaintenance  and  creative  utilization  of  large  ac¬ 
tivities  building.  Salary  negotiable  plus  insur¬ 
ance  coverage  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  David  M. 
Hilliard,  Jr.,  Emmanuel  United  Methodist 
Church,  2404  Kirby  Road,  Memphis,  TN  38119. 

Associate  Pastor  and  Pastor.  Creative  leader¬ 
ship  is  encouraged.  Education  program  is 
strong  We  desire  a  director  with  experience. 
Address  resumes  to:  Rev.  Charles  N.  Crutch¬ 
field,  First  UMC.  415  N.  Lee,  Odessa,  TX  79761. 
Telephone:  (915)  337-1527. 

CANON  AP350I1  PROFESSIONAL  MEMORY 

typewriter.  Includes  text  storage,  bold,  center¬ 
ing,  justification,  decimal  tabs,  auto  correct, 
more.  Excellent  condition,  $695  negotiable  Call 
Jon.  (502)  821-5734/821-7449 

PAGE  4 


Panel  ponders:  If  not 
‘ethnic  minority,’  what? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARCH  17,  1989 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— If  the  term  “eth¬ 
nic  minority”  were  no  longer  used  in  offi¬ 
cial  publications  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  what  would  replace  it? 

Finding  answers  to  that  question  and 
others  like  it  is  the  assignment  of  a  21- 
member  ad  hoc  committee  convened  by 
the  chuith’s  General  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  recently  in  Oklahoma  City. 

The  committee  is  assigned  to  develop 
alternative  vocabulary  for  several  terms, 
including  “ethnic  minority.” 

Committee  recommendations  will  re¬ 
ceive  feedback  from  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  annual  conferences.  A  final 
report  will  be  made  to  the  next  session  of 
the  church’s  highest  legislative  body,  the 
1992  General  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Warren  C.  Hill,  Religion  and 
Race  staff  executive  assigned  to  the  ad 
hoc  group,  said  the  meeting  was  the  third 
in  a  round  of  talks  before  the  actual  writ¬ 
ing  Of  3  ^tndv  cniirip  ontitlpd  “Words 


What  will 
study  bring? 

Anticipated  results  of  the  Termin¬ 
ology  Task  Force  study  guide: 

Provide  understanding  of  how  lan¬ 
guage  perpetuates  racism; 

Equip  persons  with  an  alternative 
vocabulary; 

Help  persons  relate  to  one  another 
with  understanding,  sensitivity  and 
value; 

Help  persons  to  use  language  to 
build  a  racially  inclusive  church. 

The  Task  Force  also  wants  to 
change  the  use  of  language  that  dehu¬ 
manizes  and  stereotypes  the  six  pri¬ 
mary  groups  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church— Asian  American,  black 
American,  Hispanic  American,  Na¬ 
tive  American,  Pacific  Islander,  and 
white  American— at  all  age  levels. 


This  design  depicting  United 
Methodists’  ethnic  diver*;tj  as  most 
often  used  as  the  “people  pin.” 

Which  Shape  Our  Perceptions  of  Life: 
Moving  Toward  a  Racially  Inclusive 
Church.” 

A  video  tape  will  also  be  part  of  the 
study,  according  to  Mr.  Hill. 

Through  the  next  four  years,  the  com¬ 
mittee  will  discuss  words  that  dehumanize 
people  as  well  as  words  that  reconcile  and. 
communicate,  he  said. 

One  such  term,  used  frequently  among 
United  Methodists,  is  “ethnic  minority.” 

The  1988  General  Conference  approved 
a  proposal  from  a  local  church  in  the  De¬ 
troit  Annual  Conference  asking  that  “mi¬ 
nority”  be  no  longer  used  in  any  official 
United  Methodist  literature  or  publica¬ 
tions. 

General  Conference  delegates  asked 
the  General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  to  gather  data  on  the  term  “minor¬ 
ity,”  and  convene  a  task  force  on  the  use 
of  language  in  cross-cultural  relation¬ 
ships. 

Regarding  the  recent  task  force  meet¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Hill  said,  “We  analyzed  why  it  is 
that  when  people  say  ‘minority’  it  means 
more  than  merely  ‘numerically  less.’ 
People  have  used  it  to  say  that  someone 
is  unequal,  is  powerless,  or  may  not  be  a 
person  of  worth.” 

The  21 -member  study  committee  is 
composed  of  former  and  present  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  commission  members, 
representatives  of  other  churchwide 
agencies  and  theological  consultants.  It 
is  chaired  by  the  Rev.  Yolanda  Pupo-Or- 
tiz,  pastor  of  Bethesda  (Md.)  Hispanic 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Plea  gains  aid  to  halt 
Navajo,  Hopi  removal 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— “Once  these  Na¬ 
vajo  and  Hopi  people  are  moved  from 
their  sacred  lands,  they  cannot  go  back.” 

Faustina  H.  Lucero  of  Espanola,  N.  M., 
issued  that  caution  during  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

Ms.  Lucero  was  concerned  that  the 
agency  might  not  fund  a  project  to  help 
Native  Americans  in  Flagstaff,  Ariz.,  re¬ 
main  on  their  homeland. 

The  project  to  which  Ms.  Lucero  re¬ 
ferred,  entitled  “In  Defense  of  Sacred 
Lands,”  had  been  denied  an  initial  re¬ 
quest  for  $15,000  from  the  agency’s  fund¬ 
ing  committee. 

The  committee’s  chairman,  Bishop 
Joseph  B.  Bethea  (Columbia,  S.C.  Area), 
said  the  proposal  did  not  receive  a  high 
enough  score  on  the  committee’s  rating 
scale,  particularly  among  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  committee  members  who  were 
members  of  other  tribes. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Deere,  a  Religion 
and  Race  staff  executive,  intervened.  He 
explained  that  the  project  will  help  stop 
forced  removal  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  peo¬ 


ple  from  their  homelands  by  the  IJ.S. 
government. 

Federal  agencies  are  seeking  to  clear 
the  way  for  companies  to  dig  for  coal 
and  natural  resources  on  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  homelands. 

After  hearing  this  and  other  appeals, 
commission  members  granted  the  proj¬ 
ect  $12,000  from  the  agency’s  Minority 
Group  Self-Determination  Fund. 

Ms.  Lucero  told  the  group  that  the 
project  is  important  because  moving  se¬ 
nior  adult  Native  Americans  from  sa¬ 
cred  lands  is  “not  like  moving  people  to 
another  church." 

“The  area  will  be  roped  off  and  they 
will  not  be  able  to  continue  that  link  that 
the  Creator  entrusted  to  them,”  she  said. 

In  all,  33  projects  were  approved  by 
the  commission  for  grants  totaling 
$250,110. 

Bishop  Bethea  described  the  purpose 
of  the  grants.  He  said  they  are  intended 
to  empower  racial  and  ethnic  people 
through  projects  sponsored  by  local 
churches,  annual  conferences,  communi¬ 
ty  groups,  national  ethnic  caucuses,  ju¬ 
risdictional  groups  and  ecumenical 
organizations  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


the  church  today 


United  Methodist  bishops 
support  Palestinian  rights 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (UMNS)— United 
Methodist  bishops  in  nine  southeastern 
states  have  voiced  support  of  a  peaceful 
homeland  for  Jews  and  of  self-determina¬ 
tion  for  Palestinians  in  the  Middle  East. 

A  10-point  statement  from  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  college  of  bishops 
says,  “the  State  of  Israel  has  a  right  to 
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UM  pastors  teach  ‘seminary9  in  Burundi 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Imagine  teaching  college-level 
courses  for  people  whose  language 
you  don’t  speak,  in  a  country  far  less 
economically  developed  than  yours 
and  in  a  culture  unlike  your  own. 

Imagine  how  much  more  daunting 
the  challenge  would  be  if  classes  ended 
early  some  days  because  late-aftemoon 
rain  darkened  both  the  sky  and  the 
classroom,  which  had  no  electricity. 

Those  challenges  recently  faced  the 
Rev.  Joseph  V.  Crockett  of  Nashville 
and  the  Rev.  Gregory  V.  Palmer  of 
Canton,  Ohio. 

At  the  invitation  of  Burundi  Bishop 
J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa,  the  two  men 
taught  a  “mini-seminary”  to  80  of  Bu¬ 
rundi’s  91  United  Methodist  pastors 
for  3‘A  weeks  in  January. 

“As  a  church  leader,  I  felt  it  was 
important  to  relate  my  pastors  to 
pastors  from  America,”  Bishop  Ndor¬ 
icimpa  told  the  Reporter  recently. 

Burundi  Methodists,  previously 
members  of  an  autonomous  church, 
have  been  part  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  since  1984. 

During  the  sessions,  Burundian 
clergymen  studied  the  Bible,  United 
Methodist  history,  Christian  educa¬ 
tion,  church  administration,  how  to 
start  new  churches,  strategic  loca¬ 
tions  for  churches  and  pastoral  care 
skills,  Mr.  Crockett  said. 

Classes  were  held  at  Nabugogo 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Mwaye, 
Burundi.  Pastors  came  to  Mwaye  by 
car  and  on  foot  because  the  Mary¬ 
land-sized  Burundi  has  no  public 
transportation. 

Work  began  at  8  a.m.  daily,  took 


the  national  "break”  between  noon 
and  2  p.m.  and  continued  until  6 
p.m.— weather  permitting.  When  nec¬ 
essary,  the  students  resorted  to  flash¬ 
lights  to  read,  Mr.  Crockett  said. 

Language  was  a  considerable  barri¬ 
er,  Mr.  Crockett  and  Mr.  Palmer  both 
told  the  Reporter.  The  native  lan¬ 
guage  of  Burundi  is  Kirundi.  Some 
Burundians  also  speak  French  and 
English. 

The  instructors  had  to  rely  upon 
translators,  among  them  Bishop 
Ndoricimpa  and  Bonaparte  Bonaven- 
ture,  secretary  of  the  Burundi  United 
Methodist  conference. 

But  as  their  time  in  Burundi  pro¬ 
gressed,  the  American  pastors  devel¬ 
oped  a  level  of  communication  that 
transcended  language. 

One  of  his  “most  phenomenal”  in¬ 
sights  on  the  trip  was  the  daily  sing¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Crockett  said. 

“The  music  was  the  same,  because 
they  use  the  United  Methodist  hym¬ 
nal,”  he  explained.  “Even  though  we 
didn’t  know  their  language,  we  could 
sing  along  because  we  knew  the  mu¬ 
sic.  It  was  one  of  our  most  affirming 
relationships.” 

Mr.  Palmer  said  that  despite  hard¬ 
ships,  he  found  his  Burundi  sojourning 
exhilarating. 

“It  was  culturally  liberating  for 
me,  as  a  black,  to  be  in  a  culture 
where  I  was  not  one  of  just  a  few 
black  people,”  Mr.  Palmer  said.  “I 
was  wide  open  to  feeling  I  had  much 
to  learn  about  the  ways  in  which  peo¬ 
ple  incarnate  the  Gospel  in  their  own 
context. 

"Burundi  United  Methodists  have  a 
keen  interest  in  American  blacks,”  he 


EGLISE  XETH00ISTE  UNIE 
OU  BURUNDI 


PHOTO  COURTESY  REV.  JOSEPH  CROCKETT 

MWAYE,  Burundi— A  Burundian  pastor  and  a  child  are  shown  out¬ 
side  the  Nabugogo  United  Methodist  Church  where  two  American 
clergymen  conducted  a  “mini-seminary”  recently  for  80  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  91  ordained  ministers.  The  sign  is  written  in  French  and  reads 
“United  Methodist  Church  of  Burundi.” 


continued.  "They  look  upon  us  as  the 
African  diaspora  [dispersal  of  people]. 
To  them,  we  are  their  children,  their 
brothers  and  sisters.” 

The  visit  of  Mr.  Crockett  and  Mr. 
Palmer  was  jointly  sponsored  by  two 
churchwide  agencies— the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  World 


Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

For  the  Discipleship  board,  partici¬ 
pation  represents  the  vanguard  of  a 
new  global  emphasis,  said  Bishop  Da¬ 
vid  J.  Lawson  (Wisconsin  Area),  chair- 
man  of  the  board’s  long-range 
strategy  committee. 


Burundi  bishop  envisions  evangelism 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  of  Bu¬ 
rundi  has  a  vision  for  his  country. 

"We  want  to  start  30  or  more  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  within  five 
years,”  he  told  the  Reporter.  “We 
want  to  have  6,000  new  members  af¬ 
ter  five  years  and  to  double  our  25,000 
membership  within  10  years.” 

Tough  assignment! 

Burundi,  an  African  country  about 
the  size  of  Maryland,  has  a  population 
of  nearly  5  million. 


Average  annual  income  per  Burun¬ 
dian  family  is  $500. 

Sixty-five  percent  of  Burundi’s  pop¬ 
ulation  is  under  age  25.  The  few  exist¬ 
ing  schools  are  sponsored  by 
churches,  including  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

In  the  north,  where  an  uprising 
broke  out  between  Hutu  and  Tutsi 
tribes  last  fall  (see  UMR,  Sept.  2), 
“there  is  no  gospel,”  Bishop  Ndori¬ 
cimpa  said. 

“I  want  to  put  the  United  Methodist 


church  there  in  the  north,”  added  the 
bishop,  who  serves  on  a  panel  to  negoti¬ 
ate  peace  between  Hutu  and  Tutsi. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  hopes  his  fellow 
United  Methodists  in  America  will  help 
with  contributions  of  money  and  will 
share  their  skills  with  Burundians 
through  short-term  mission  projects. 

“The  door  is  open  for  Burundi  evan¬ 
gelism,”  Bishop  Ndoricimpa  told  the 
Reporter.  “When  you  reach  these  young 
people  you  are  budding  a  church." 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Indebted  Wisconsin  conference  slashes  budget 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

A  financially  troubled  Wisconsin  An¬ 
nual  Conference  cut  more  than  $750,000 
from  its  $7.6  million-1989  budget  during 
a  special  called  session  Feb.  25. 

Five  conference  council  jobs,  includ¬ 
ing  three  professional  staff,  a  bookkeep¬ 
er  and  a  secretary,  were  cut. 

Conference  program  agencies  also 
took  “considerable  reductions”  of  10  per¬ 
cent  or  more  in  their  budgets,  said  the 
Rev.  Frank  Gaylord,  conference  council 
director. 

In  addition,  the  conference  will  cease 
publication  of  “Dimensions,”  its  newspa¬ 
per,  on  July  1.  Newspaper  editor  Kris 
Wilhelmi’s  job  was  eliminated,  effective 


on  that  date. 

These  cuts  mean  that  Wisconsin 
churches  and  districts  will  be  left, on 
their  own  to  devise  program  resources, 
Mr.  Gaylord  continued.  The  annual  con¬ 
ference  staff  will  not  provide  assistance. 

The  cutbacks  were  necessitated  by  a 
ninth  year  of  local  churches’  failure  to 
pay  the  full  amount  of  their  annual  con¬ 
ference  apportionments,  according  to 
Bishop  David  J.  Lawson,  the  area’s  epis¬ 
copal  leader. 

Mr.  Gaylord  told  the  Reporter  that 
Wisconsin  received  only  about  85  percent 
of  its  projected  apportionment  revenues 
in  1988. 

This  left  the  annual  conference 
$400,000  in  debt,  Mr.  Gaylord  said. 


exist  in  peace  and  freedom”  and  “Pales¬ 
tinian  people  of  Arabic  heritage  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  justice,  peace,  adequate  human 
rights  and  self-determination.”  The  U.S. 
government  is  asked  “to  use  its  good  of¬ 
fices  and  considerable  influence  within 
the  Jewish  and  Arab  spheres  of  the  world 
to  effect  lasting  peace  in  the  region.” 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  made 
up  of  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia,  has 
almost  3  million  United  Methodists. 

Asbury  Seminary  receives 
$4.2  million  endowment 

WILMORE,  Ky.  (RNS)— United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Asbury  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  has  received  a  $4.2  million  dollar 
contribution  to  be  used  for  capital  and 
endowed  projects. 

David  L.  McKenna,  president  of  the 
seminary,  announced  the  record  setting 
contribution  Feb.  15  from  Ralph  Waldo 
Beeson,  whose  family  has  been  a  long¬ 
time  benefactor  of  the  seminary. 

The  funds  are  earmarked  for  a  new 
chair  of  preaching  at  the  seminary.  The 
gift  will  also  underwrite  costs  of  con¬ 
struction  for  an  apartment  complex  for 
married  students  and  for  a  hotel-type 
conference  and  continuing  education 
center. 


"We’ve  used  up  our  reserves.” 

Adding  to  the  financial  burden  was  the 
need  for  an  additional  $175,000  to  cover 
an  increase  in  health  insurance  premi¬ 
ums,  he  said. 

A  further  compounding  factor  was  the 
conference’s  commitment  to  pay  100 
percent  of  its  share  of  general-church 
obligations,  Mr.  Gaylord  said. 

Mr.  Gaylord  said  the  conference  has 
“no  clear  understanding”  at  present  of 
why  local  churches  have  failed  to  pay 
their  full  apportionments. 

He  said  the  conference  council  on  fi¬ 
nance  and  administration  and  the  cabi¬ 
net  are  studying  the  situation  to  try  to 
determine  a  cause. 

Bishop  Lawson  pointed  to  two  factors 
that  have  affected  the  conference’s  fi¬ 
nances. 

Wisconsin’s  agricultural  economy  has 
been  hard-hit  by  the  recent  drought. 
Manufacturing  in  urban  centers  also  has 
declined,  including  Chrysler  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  pullout  from  Kenosha,  Bishop 
Lawson  said. 

The  bishop  added  that  the  conference 


had  not  done  a  good  job  communicating 
financial  need  in  a  way  that  would  “help 
people  appreciate  all  the  ministries  in 
Wisconsin  and  around  the  world  that 
United  Methodists  are  involved  in.” 

Asked  how  the  conference  intended  to 
improve  its  communications  while  dis¬ 
continuing  its  newspaper,  Bishop  Lawson 
explained  that  the  conference  communi¬ 
cations  committee  is  re-assessing  its  en¬ 
tire  communications  program  with  the 
help  of  local  United  Methodists  who  are 
media  experts. 

Bishop  Lawson  said  he  draws  hope 
from  the  conference’s  decision  not  to  re¬ 
nege  on  its  pledge  to  pay  its  full  general- 
church  apportionments. 

“These  United  Methodists,  in  the  midst 
of  their  own  pain,  are  staying  committed 
to  outreach,”  he  said. 

The  conference  hopes  to  have  the  fi¬ 
nancial  situation  resolved  and  its  re¬ 
serves  replenished  within  two  years,  Mr. 
Gaylord  said. 

Despite  the  situation’s  severity,  “we’re 
determined  not  to  lay  down  and  die,”  he 
asserted. 
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No  gift  too  small 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

CAROLINA,  Puerto  Rico— Earl  Coggins  of  St.  John’s  UMC  in  Charlotte, 
N.C.,  paints  the  sanctuary  door  at  Villa  Fontana  UMC  in  Puerto  Rico.  Mr. 
Coggins  served  as  a  United  Methodist  Volunteer  in  Mission,  a  program  of 
the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

Volunteers  do  the  work 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  layman  Earl  Cog¬ 
gins  is  a  sales  representative  for  a  trans¬ 
portation  company  in  Charlotte,  N.C. 

When  he  saved  up  his  hard-earned  vaca¬ 
tion,  he  couldn’t  wait  to  use  it  to  join  a  con¬ 
struction  team  to  fix  a  building— a  United 
Methodist  church  in  Carolina,  Puerto  Rico. 

Thousands  of  United  Methodists  like 
Mr.  Coggins  use  their  gifts  and  skills 
each  year  as  United  Methodist  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission.  The  program  is  funded 
regionally  and  abroad  through  gifts  from 
the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church, 
the  UM  second-mile  giving  program. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Curtis,  who  as¬ 
signs  mission  volunteers  for  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction,  said,  "The  door  is 
wide  open  for  evangelists,  pastors,  teach¬ 
ers,  builders,  doctors,  nurses  and  others 
to  give  volunteer  mission  service.” 

Mission  volunteers  apply  either  through 
one  of  the  five  regional  UM  offices  or  the 


Office  of  Mission  Personnel  Resources  at 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

William  Rollins,  national  staff  execu¬ 
tive  for  the  program,  said,  “The  total 
number  of  participants  last  year  may 
well  be  16,000,  easily.  And  that’s  not 
counting  those  who  may  volunteer  and 
don’t  go  through  any  office  at  all!” 

Gifts  to  the  United  Methodist  Volunteers 
in  Mission  Program  can  be  sent  via  confer¬ 
ence  treasurers.  Designate  general  gifts  to 
World  Division  No.  010703-2  or  UMCOR  No. 
982875-6.  Designate  gifts  to  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction-sponsored  projects  to  World 
Division  No.  008232-8,  National  Division  No. 
982875-6  or  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  No.  901875-8. 
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From  Religious  News  Service 

HOUSTON— People  in  full-time  church 
work  need  to  replace  their  traditional  na¬ 
ivete  about  business  and  management  af¬ 
fairs  with  “a  healthy  level  of  skepticism,” 
participants  in  the  annual  Christian  Man¬ 
agement  Institute  learned  recently. 

The  four-day  gathering,  sponsored  by 
the  Christian  Ministries  Management  As¬ 
sociation  and  the  Evangelical  Council  for 
Financial  Accountability,  brought  more 
than  800  evangelicals  together  to  discuss 
such  matters  as  fiscal  disclosure  and  hir¬ 
ing  practices. 

“Why  should  we  expect  less  of  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  than  our  political  leaders?” 
asked  Bob  Dingman,  president  of  Robert 
W.  Dingman  Co.,  a  California  executive 
recruiting  firm. 


He  urged  churches  to  make  informa¬ 
tion  about  staff  incomes,  retirement  and 
housing  benefits  and  the  value  of  church- 
owned  cars  public  even  though  they  are 
not  legally  required  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Dingman  also  discussed  the  prob¬ 
lems  search  committees  face  in  seeking 
information  about  pastoral  candidates 
from  parishes  where  they  have  previous¬ 
ly  served. 

“It  is  often  difficult  for  a  member  of 
the  prior  church  to  be  as  frank  and  open 
as  you'd  like  them  to  be  about  the  quali¬ 
fications  and  limitations  of  a  particular 
person,"  Mr.  Dingman  said. 

"There’s  a  silent  conspiracy  not  to  say 
anything  on  things  like  whether  the  pas¬ 
tor  has  ever  had  any  inappropriate  rela¬ 
tionships  with  indies  oth*»r  than  his  wife. 


These  sorts  of  pastors  have  moved  from 
place  to  place  because  people  don’t 
check  their  references." 

In  confronting  such  situations,  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  recruiter  said,  “Christians  on  a 
search  committee  need  to  have  some 
mental  toughness  and  persistence  to  get 
the  information  they  need.” 

Mr.  Dingman  also  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  business  and  management  skills 
for  both  pastors  and  laypeople  in  full¬ 
time  church  work. 

“Churches  have  such  diversified  minis¬ 
tries  and  specialties,  lots  of  rules  and 
regulations  connected  with  the  IRS,  so 
that  the  person  who’s  a  simple  communi¬ 
cator  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  gets  in 
trouble  in  a  hurry,”  Mr.  Dingman  said. 

Bob  Andringa,  president  of  the  CEO 


Services  Group  in  Englewood,  Colo., 
urged  Christian  organizations  to  be  as 
concerned  about  management  skills  as 
about  spiritual  qualities  in  recruiting 
staffers. 

Many  Christian  ministries  are  quick 
to  lure  someone  simply  because  they 
love  the  Lord,”  Mr.  Andringa  said.  “But 
if  he  wants  to  do  fund  raising  and  all  you 
have  is  an  opening  for  a  vice  president, 
you’re  going  in  two  different  directions.” 

Addressing  the  subject  of  conflict  res¬ 
olution,  Mr.  Andringa  said  that  “Chris¬ 
tian  organizations  have  a  long  trail  of 
unresolved  hurts  and  bitternesses.  We 
need  to  apply  the  principles  in  Matthew 
and  not  let  the  sun  go  down  on  your  an¬ 
ger  until  you’ve  resolved  your  conflicts.” 
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‘True  Believer’  shows 
mix  of  ritual,  violence 


MARCH  17,  1989  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Church  workers  need  ‘skepticism’ 

National  gathering  looks  at  church  business  management  practices 


PAGE  5 


In  Columbia  Pictures’  new  film,  “True  Believer,”  Eddie  Dodd  (James 
Woods,  left),  Roger  Baron  (Robert  Downey  Jr.,  center),  and  Shu  Kai  Kim 
(Yuji  Okumoto)  wait  for  the  prison  gate  to  open  on  the  day  Kim  wins  his 
freedom.  Reviewer  Hiley  Ward  says  the  film  shows  how  ritual  and  violence 
can  mix  (see  accompanying  article). 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

The  distance  between  Eric  Hoffer’s 
popular  book  of  the  1950s,  “The  True  Be¬ 
liever,”  and  a  recently  released  movie, 
“True  Believer,”  is  not  far. 

Hoffer,  coming  out  of  an  age  of  Mc- 
Carthyism,  warned  against  the  true  be¬ 
liever  who  slavishly  follows  doctrine  and 
ideology. 

The  movie,  “True  Believer,”  picks  up  on 
a  true  liberal  believer  of  the  60s.  Played 
by  intensely  brilliant  actor  James  Woods, 
Eddie  Dodd,  a  60s  radical,  is  a  lawyer  who 
serves  principle  over  reality. 

Dodd  believes  that  all  the  drug  addicts 
and  other  sleazy  characters  he  takes  on 
as  clients  must  get  off  in  order  to  uphold 
principles  of  justice  for  the  little  man. 

Dodd’s  creed  allows  that  “all  are 
guilty,”  as  he  seeks  to  elicit  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  Constitution  and  see  how 
many  he  can  free. 

The  movie  starts  in  a  prison  chapel 
where  inmates  are  singing  “Amazing 
Grace.”  Some  are  fingering  homemade 
knives. 

The  scene  erupts  into  terrifying  vio¬ 
lence.  One  man  is  killed,  and  an  Asian  is 
the  prime  suspect. 

The  mixture  simultaneously  of  reli¬ 
gious  ritual  and  violence  is  reminiscent  of 
"The  Godfather”  movie  in  which  scenes 
of  a  baptism  in  a  cathedral  are  mixed 
with  flashes  of  a  machine  gun  murder. 


Such  overlaid  imagery  emphasizes 
how  good  and  evil  mix  in  the  sinner  and 
how  the  most  righteous  and  holiest  of  sit¬ 
uations  are  not  detached  from  a  world  of 
evil  and  tragedy. 

Eddie  Dodd,  screaming  out  his  argu¬ 
ments  in  court,  is  a  hard  man  to  face  down. 
He  goes  on  winning,  collecting  his  legal 
fees  in  bags  of  cash  from  the  freed  dealers. 

But  then  comes  a  young  law  assistant 
(Robert  Downey  Jr.)  who  had  been  in¬ 
spired  as  a  student  by  significant  consti¬ 
tutional  law  victories  in  which  Dodd  had 
participated  during  the  60s. 

The  student  tries  to  inspire  Dodd  to 
loftier  actions  than  falling  back  on  prin¬ 
ciples  divorced  from  reality. 

When  the  aide  reports  that  the  mother 
of  the  accused  believes  in  her  son,  Dodd 
snarls:  “The  mother  of  Attila  the  Hun  be¬ 
lieved  in  her  son!” 

Nevertheless,  Dodd  takes  on  the  case 
and  becomes  a  true  believer.  He  can  be¬ 
lieve  in  innocence  and  a  principle  of  jus¬ 
tice  that  is  more  than  blind  theorem. 

Dodd  takes  on  a  new  joy  in  his  work. 
Failure  awaits  him  at  every  turn,  but  his 
faith  in  one  man’s  innocence  instead  of 
his  serving  slavishly  technical  legal  mat¬ 
ters  frees  his  own  soul. 

Dr.  Ward  is  a  journalism  professor  at 
Temple  University  in  Philadelphia  and  a 
frequent  film  reviewer  for  the  Reporter. 


Book  Review 

Author  links  reunions,  religious  rituals 


“Kinship  and  Pilgrimage:  Rituals  of  Re¬ 
union  in  American  Protestant  Culture,” 
by  Gwen  Kennedy  Neville.  Oxford  Uni¬ 
versity  Press,  New  York,  1987.  162 
pages,  hardback. 

By  BARBARA  WENDLAND 
In  "Kinship  and  Pilgrimage"  Gwen 
Kennedy  Neville  shows  how  traditional 
church  and  family  reunions  serve  as  in¬ 


formal  religious  rituals  for  Protestants. 

Neville,  a  cultural  anthropologist  at 
Southwestern  University  in  Georgetown, 
Texas,  uses  illustrations  from  various 
kinds  of  reunions  she  has  studied  in  North 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Texas  and  Scotland. 

Christians  who  have  attended  such 
events  but  have  never  thought  about  their 
religious  significance  should  find  Neville’s 


Episcopal  leader  doubts 
‘church  within  a  church’ 


By  JIM  JONES 
Religious  News  Service 

FORT  WORTH.  Texas— The  con¬ 
cept  of  a  "church  within  a  church"  be¬ 
ing  promoted  by  dissidents  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  would  create  tre¬ 
mendous  difficulties,  the  church’s 
presiding  bishop  said  during  a  recent 
interview. 

In  November,  Episcopalians  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  traditionalist  Evangeli¬ 
cal  and  Catholic  Mission  based  in 
Fort  Worth  raised  the  idea  of  a 
church  within  a  church  as  a  way  of 
remaining  part  of  the  denomination 
in  the  face  of  disagreement  over  is¬ 
sues  such  as  election  of  female  bish¬ 
ops. 

But  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond 
Browning  said  the  church  within  a 
church  concept  is  fraught  with  diffi¬ 
culties— not  the  least  of  which  would 
be  how  such  a  structure  could  be  es¬ 
tablished. 

Issues  of  church  property  and  pen¬ 
sion  matters  would  clearly  have  to  be 
dealt  with,  he  said. 

Bishop  Browning  added,  "The  most 
difficult  thing,  though,  would  be  the 
stress  and  strain  it  would  put  on  indi¬ 
vidual  clergy  persons  and  their  con¬ 
gregations." 

Bishop  Browning  interpreted  the 

#  call  for  a  church  within  a  church  as 

*  embodying  the  concept  of  a  separate, 
non-geographic  province  that  would 
operate  alongside  the  nine  geographic 
provinces  which  currently  comprise 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

Because  the  idea  of  a  separate 
province  has  not  officially  been  pro¬ 
posed— the  Evangelical  and  Catholic 
Mission  bishops  have  called  for  a 
June  1-3  synod  to  discuss  the  sub¬ 
ject— Bishop  Browning  said  his  com¬ 
ments  were  given  reluctantly. 

About  5,000  Episcopalians  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  the  synod,  and  some 
church  leaders  fear  it  could  lead  to 
further  schisms  within  the  2.6-mil¬ 
lion-member  denomination. 

Over  the  past  two  decades,  scores 
of  local  congregations  have  left  the 
Episcopal  Church  to  form  a  variety  of 
“splinter”  denominations  that  take  a 
more  conservative  approach  to  doc¬ 


trine,  theology  and  social  teachings. 

In  recent  years  the  issue  of  female 
priests  and  bishops  has  been  a  divi¬ 
sive  force,  and  in  issuing  its  call  for 
the  synod,  the  Evangelical  and  Catho¬ 
lic  Mission  pointed  to  the  election  of 
the  Rev.  Barbara  Harris  as  a  suffra¬ 
gan  bishop  in  Massachusetts  as  “the 
act  which  has  brought  us  to  the  point 
at  which  indecision  and  inaction  are 
no  longer  options.” 

Bishop  Browning  predicted  that 
any  suggestion  for  creating  a  sepa¬ 
rate  province  for  traditionalists 
would  be  met  with  major  opposition. 

“Certainly,  in  the  past  when  this  ques¬ 
tion  has  been  raised,  it  has  not  met  with 
much  favor  in  the  church,"  he  said. 

During  an  address  to  the  executive 
council,  Bishop  Browning  said  Epis¬ 
copalians  at  odds  over  the  ordination 
of  women  should  remember  that  the 
church  has  recovered  from  past  con¬ 
troversies  and  emerged  even  stron¬ 
ger. 

Traditionalists  who  favor  the  con¬ 
cept  of  a  church  within  a  church  have 
as  one  major  goal  the  creation  of  a 
system  in  which  traditionalists  could 
operate  without  female  priests  or 
bishops,  yet  still  remain  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

Some  traditionalists  have  hinted 
that  if  they  cannot  create  such  a 
structure  they  may  propose  creation 
of  a  new  church  that  would  owe  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  the  symbolic  head  of  the 
Anglican  Communion  worldwide. 

Such  a  step,  said  Bishop  Browning, 
would  create  even  greater  difficulties 
and  would  require  extensive  consulta¬ 
tion  with  other  Anglican  leaders 
around  the  globe. 

Bishop  Browning  said,  “There  is  a 
place  Tor  traditionalists— those  who 
do  not  favor  women’s  ordination— in 
the  church.  The  Episcopal  Church  is 
unique  in  that  we  have  a  way  to  live 
with  diversity  and  ambiguity.” 

He  noted  that  historians  have 
learned  "the  incredible  fact  that  the 
church  seems  to  experience  renewal, 
vitality  and  growth  at  the  same  time 
that  it  experiences  internal  struggle 
and  dissension.” 


observations  especially  interesting. 

Other  readers  will  also  find  her  book 
useful,  for  it  can  help  them  see  previous¬ 
ly  unrecognized  meaning  in  familiar  re¬ 
ligious  practices.  However,  Neville’s 
academic  vocabulary  and  style  may  dis¬ 
courage  some  readers. 

Neville  finds  that  traditional  reunions 
contain  "twin  threads  of  kinship  and  pil¬ 
grimage.”  Both  threads  “run  deep  in  the 
fabric  of  Protestant  culture,”  but  they 
are  opposites. 

The  kinship  thread  represents  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  close-knit  community— being 
part  of  a  family.  In  contrast,  pilgrimage 
represents  leaving  home  to  seek  one’s 
fortune— breaking  loose  from  one’s  fam¬ 
ily  in  order  to  become  an  individual. 

Three  ‘gatherings’  described 

To  illustrate  her  claims,  Neville  dis¬ 
cusses  three  kinds  of  gatherings. 

First  she  describes  the  family  re¬ 
unions  typical  of  the  American  South. 
These  reunions,  Neville  observes,  retell 
history  as  family  members  would  like  it 
to  be.  Ancestors  who  do  not  conform  to 
the  cultural  image  of  Protestant  saint¬ 
hood  are  forgotten,  Neville  finds,  or  they 
become  bad  examples— “black  sheep.” 

As  the  second  basic  type  of  kin-reli¬ 
gious  gathering,  Neville  discusses  three 
expressions  of  the  outdoor  church:  the 
cemetery  reunion,  the  church  homecom¬ 
ing,  and  the  camp  meeting."  Neville  sees 
these  as  segments  of  an  important  anti¬ 
establishment  and  non-hierarchical  tra¬ 
dition,  mainly  because  of  the  role  that 
women  play.  In  these  events  women 
have  active  organizational  roles,  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  passive  roles  to  which  wom¬ 
en  are  usually  relegated  in  formal  public 
worship  services. 

The  third  basic  type  of  kin-religious 
gathering  that  Neville  discusses  is  the 


most  complicated  and  elaborate:  the  de¬ 
nominational  conference  center.  As  an 
example,  she  analyzes  Montreat,  North 
Carolina,  the  “spiritual  home  of  the 
Presbyterians  in  the  South."  However, 
she  points  out  that  similar  Methodist  or 
Baptist  centers  would  be  equally  appro¬ 
priate  examples. 

In  all  three  types  of  kin-religious  gath¬ 
erings.  Neville  observes,  powerful  tradi¬ 
tional  Christian  images  portray 
important  meanings,  but  in  a  form  that 
may  have  kept  Christians  from  recogniz¬ 
ing  them. 

At  kin-religious  gatherings,  food  is  eat¬ 
en  at  a  common  table,  invoking  the  im¬ 
age  of  Holy  Communion.  And  the 
imagery  of  Mary,  the  Holy  Mother,  Nev¬ 
ille  points  out,  "is  re-created  in  Protes¬ 
tant  form  in  the  person  of  the  mother  of 
the  human  family,  who  is  at  once  a  ser¬ 
vant,  an  ethereal  being,  and  a  generator 
of  cultural  continuity.” 

Kin-religious  gatherings  also  invoke 
the  biblical  images  "household  of  God," 
“family  of  faith,”  and  “communion  of 
the  saints.” 

All  are  religious  rituals 

For  all  these  reasons  Neville  considers 
such  gatherings  religious  rituals.  They 
give  "full  social  expression  to  the  twin 
themes  of  individualism  and  corporate¬ 
ness  that  are  so  deeply  embedded  in 
Western  Christianity.”  They  “comment 
on  and  question  the  social  order,”  but 
they  also  "create  and  continue  that  same 
social  order.” 

Neville’s  book  reminds  readers  that, 
like  other  symbolic  expressions,  kin-reli¬ 
gious  gatherings  help  bring  order  into 
human  experience. 

Barbara  Wendland  is  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  laywomanfrom  Temple.  Texas. 


DEADWOOD,  S.D.— The  original  bell  tower  from  the  decommissioned 
and  demolished  Terraville  United  Methodist  Church  is  one  of  a  few  arti¬ 
facts  preserved  in  the  Heritage  Center  in  Deadwood. 

Artifacts  left  behind 
from  gold-days  church 


By  MARCIA  HILL 

The  United  Methodist  Church  of  Terra¬ 
ville,  S.D.,  was  commissioned  in  1889,  the 
same  year  South  Dakota  became  a  state. 

The  church  stood  as  a  prominent  land¬ 
mark  in  the  little  mining  town  for  92  years. 

The  gulch  below  the  town  in  the  gold- 
rich  Black  Hills  was  the  scene  of  fever¬ 
ish  placer  mining  in  the  latter  1870s  and 
80s.  Terraville  reverberated  to  the  sound 
of  thundering  stamp  mills  and  screech¬ 
ing  ore  trains.  Railroads  traversed  the 
ridges  above  the  camp,  and  their  loads  of 
cord-wood  tumbled  down  chutes  to  the 
hungry  boilers  which  powered  the  mills. 

As  time  went  by  the  mines  that  fed  the 
hungry  Monroe  and  Pocahontas  mills  ran 
out  of  ore.  Only  a  few  people  remained. 

In  August  of  1983  mining  began  again 
in  the  test  pits.  All  buildings  were  pur¬ 
chased  by  Homestake  Mining  Company 
and  residents  were  forced  to  move. 

Amie  Mattson,  one  of  the  last  to  leave, 
lamented,  “I  am  most  concerned  about  the 
church  I  worked  so  hard  to  preserve.” 

The  last  minister,  the  Rev.  Dwayne 
Knight,  lovingly  helped  him  remove  the 
antique  organ  and  cow-horn  light  fixtures. 

He  said,  "It  will  have  served  its  people 
in  Christ’s  name  as  long  as  the  communi¬ 
ty  remained.” 

The  church  building  was  the  last  to  be 
removed. 

In  1928  gas  heat  had  been  installed;  in 
1957  the  ceiling  was  lowered.  Ceiling 
tiles,  paid  for  by  money  raised  by  the 


Sunday  school  class,  bore  the  names  of 
the  students. 

The  church  was  given  green  velour 
seats  and  light  globes  by  the  Homestake 
Opera  House  after  the  opera  house  was 
remodeled. 

When  the  church  was  decommissioned  in 
1982,  17  members  remained.  Membership 
and  baptismal  records  were  taken  to  the 
church  office  in  the  nearby  town  of  Lead 

After  the  church  building  was  re¬ 
moved,  a  simple  white  cross  was  erected 
in  its  place.  Rising  above  the  barren 
brown  hillsides,  it  marked  the  place 
where  the  Methodist  church  and  49  min¬ 
isters  served  the  miners  for  nearly  a  cen¬ 
tury.  Now  it,  too.  has  been  removed. 

Historical  artifacts  of  the  church  are 
preserved  in  the  Black  Hills  Regional 
United  Methodist  Historical  Center  in 
Deadwood. 

Today  the  Rev.  Donald  Hadrick  minis¬ 
ters  to  the  faithful  in  Deadwood  and  acts 
as  administrator  of  the  museum 

In  the  museum,  the  Terraville  church 
bell  tower,  pulpit,  altar,  organ,  pews  and 
lights  are  preserved. 

Two  years  after  the  formal  closing  a 
brief  worship  service  for  all  “Terraville 
alumni”  was  conducted  at  the  Heritage 
Center.  There,  in  memory  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  pioneers,  they  could  see  what  remains 
of  the  "golden  gulch”  of  yesterday. 

Ms.  Hill  is  a  free-lance  writer  in  Rapid 
City.  S.D. 


History  of  Hym  ns 

Nautical  imagery  sustains 
the  lifesaving  ‘lower  lights’ 


Brightly  beams  our  Father's  mercy 
From  his  lighthouse  evermore : 

But  to  us  he  gives  the  keeping 
Of  the  lights  along  the  shore. 

Let  the  lower  lights  be  burning! 
Send  a  gleam  across  the  wave! 
Some  poor  fainting,  struggling 
seaman 

You  may  rescue,  you  may  save. 

By  WILLIAM  J*  REYNOLDS 
Biblical  accounts  that  involve  the  Sea 
of  Galilee  or  the  Mediterranean  Sea  have 
more  meaning  to  people  who  live  by  a 
large  body  of  water 


Dear  Deborah 

‘I  am  being  very  sad,  lonely,  depressed’ 


Dear  Deborah: 

Since  1989,  I  am  being  very  sad,  lone¬ 
ly,  depressed,  lost  and  all  other  things 
making  me  to  be  lost  and  I  think  I  am 
losing  my  faith  in  God. 

Every  day  I  am  fighting  with  God.  I 
cry  loudly  to  God  but  no  use.  I  have  no 
good  job.  Two  of  my  friends  cheated  me, 
actually  they  almost  robbed  me  mental¬ 
ly  and  financially.  They  broke  my  heart. 

Please  tell  your  readers  to  help  me 
with  their  prayers.  I  am  enough  de¬ 
pressed  by  losing  my  mind  and  money,  I 
don’t  want  to  lose  my  God.  Please  tell 
God  not  to  leave  me  alone.  I  can’t  stay 
without  God. 

(unsigned) 

Dear  Friend: 

You  are  not  losing  your  faith  in 


God.  If  you  did,  you  would  not  argue, 
call  and  pray  anymore. 

God  is  with  you  even  when  God 
does  not  do  what  you  want.  You 
have  had  a  bad  time  of  it  and  I  have 
been  praying  for  you  ever  since  your 
letter  came.  I  am  sure  all  my  readers 
will  join  me  when  they  read  this. 

The  Bible  tells  us  to  be  thankful  in 
all  things.  This  does  not  mean  we 
should  be  glad  for  bad  things  that 
happen  to  us,  but  we  should  be 
aware  and  thankful  that  God  is  still 
with  us  no  matter  what. 

If  you  can  try  praying  like  that,  I 
think  your  depression  will  be  helped. 

Please  try  to  pray  for  God  to  be 
known  to  you  in  this  situation  and 


that  the  forgiveness  of  God  will 
dwell  in  your  heart  so  those  who 
hurt  you  can  be  forgiven  and  you 
can  find  peace. 

I  also  hope  you  will  call  a  church 
in  your  area  and  talk  to  a  pastor  or 
get  them  to  help  you  find  a  counsel¬ 
or.  No  one  should  have  to  be  alone 
with  all  the  troubles  you  are  coping 
with.  God  bless  you  and  please  write 
again  and  let  me  know  how  you  are 
doing. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Those  wuu  uave  had  first-hand  experi¬ 
ence  on  a  ship  or  boat  sing  with  more  un¬ 
derstanding  hymns  such  as  this  one  that 
speaks  of  the  Christian  experience  in 
nautical  terms. 

The  noted  19th  century  evangelist,  D. 
L.  Moody,  told  in  a  sermon  the  story  of  a 
Lake  Erie  ship  nearing  the  harbor  at 
Cleveland.  It  was  a  stormy  night;  the 
waves  were  high. 

Seeing  only  the  light  from  the  light¬ 
house,  the  captain  asked  the  pilot,  "Are 
you  sure  this  is  Cleveland?” 

"Quite  sure,"  replied  the  pilot. 

"But,”  said  the  captain,  “where  are 
the  lower  lights— the  lights  along  the 
shore?" 

The  pilot  replied  calmly,  ‘  They've 
gone  out,  sir."  He  assured  the  captain 
that  they  could  make  the  harbor. 

Then  Moody  concluded  his  sermon 
with  the  comment,  "Beloved,  the  Master 
will  take  care  of  the  great  lighthouse;  let 
us  keep  the  lower  lights  burning." 

Philip  P.  Bliss,  a  well-known  music 
teacher,  songwriter  and  Christian  leader, 
listened  intently  to  Moody's  sermon.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  service.  Bliss  wrote  both 
words  and  music  and  published  the  hymn 
in  1871  in  a  small  collection  intended  for 
Sunday  school  use. 

Bliss's  hymn  became  exceedingly  pop¬ 
ular,  even  in  those  inland  areas  where 
"lower  lights  along  the  shore”  had  no 
meaning.  Many  older  people  fondly  re¬ 
member  the  hymn  from  earlier  years, 
and  it  brings  back  pleasant  memories. 
But  its  use  seems  to  be  declining  in  our 
churches. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“ Alleluia !  AlleluiaT’ 
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Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Striving  to  Serve 

Peoples  Community  Center 

Peoples  Methodist  Community  Center  was  founded  in  1922.  It  is  the  oldest  black 
day  care  center  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans.  The  Center  is  located  in  one  of  the  most 
depressed  economic  areas  in  that  city.  This  is  the  clientele  that  we  strive  to  serve.  We 
offer  day  care  for  these  children  from  ages  0  through  4  years. 

A  Latchkey  Program  is  also  one  of  our  components.  Children  whose  parents  work 
after  or  during  the  hours  when  they  are  dismissed  from  school  come  to  our  Center  for 
afternoon  care,  including  a  tutorial  program  and  cultural  enrichment  program  in 
which  they  are  able  to  participate. 

A  therapeutic  Ministry  Program  which  includes  Substance  Abuse  and  Clinical  So¬ 
cial  Work  components,  also  takes  place  at  the  Center. 

A  Summer  Day  Camp  is  an  annual  activity  which  serves  children  from  ages  five  to 
13  and  provides  recreation,  cultural  arts  and  academic  enrichment. 

We  are  a  United  Way  Agency  and  we  serve  families  on  a  sliding  scale  thus  accom¬ 
modating  their  incomes. 
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Hospice  Program  Complements 
Cancer  Care  at  Methodist  Hospital 

Thoeo  ic  nliifotra  nAwialkinM  _ _  _  ^ 


There  is  always  something  that  can  be 
done  to  help  the  patient.  Even  when 
nothing  can  be  done  to  cure  an  illness. 

That’s  the  premise  for  Hospice,  a  con¬ 
temporary  approach  in  caring  for  the 
unique  needs  of  the  terminally  ill  and 
their  families.  Hospice  is  now  available 
at  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital. 

According  to  Maria  Trattler,  R.N.,  Di¬ 
rector  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Nursing, 
"the  Hospital’s  goal  of  providing  com¬ 
prehensive  cancer  treatment  is  complete 
with  the  opening  of  Hospice.” 

The  term  "hospice,”  historically,  is  the 
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name  of  way  stations  where  travelers 
were  fed,  housed  and  replenished  for  the 
next  day’s  journey.  Today,  Hospice  re¬ 
flects  a  specialized  approach  to  care  and 
support  for  the  terminally  ill.  The  em¬ 
phasis  of  the  Hospice  program  is  enhanc¬ 
ing  the  quality  of  life  through  physical, 
emotional  and  spiritual  care  for  patients 
as  well  as  family  members. 

For  most  Hospice  patients,  care  is  pro¬ 
vided  in  their  own  home  so  that  they  can 
live  their  final  days  in  more  familiar, 
loving  and  secure  surroundings.  A  care 
team  comprised  of  professionals  in  such 
areas  as  nursing,  social  work,  pastoral 
care,  nutrition,  physical,  occupa¬ 
tional  and  speech  therapy  works 
with  patients  to  make  their  last  days  a 
quality  experience.  Additionally,  the 
Hospice  team  offers  educational,  refer¬ 
ral  and  counseling  services.  Short-term 
respite  care  outside  the  home  is  also 
available  when  family  members  require 
emotional  and  physical  rest  themselves. 

“Hospice  is  not  just  a  patient-oriented 
program,”  Trattler  emphasized.  “Sup¬ 
port  to  the  family  members  who  care  for 
the  patient  or  who  are  emotionally  in- 


A  CELEBRATION 
OF  CARING 


20  years 


h  MM.  hi  ON  MtMOHIAL 

METHODIST 

HOSPITAL 

volved  is  a  significant  aspect  of  Hospice. 
Bereavement  counseling  for  the  family 
following  the  patient’s  death  assures  that 
ongoing  support  is  available.” 

Trattler  explained  that  the  Hospital  is 
working  in  a  cooperative  arrangement 
with  Hotel  Dieu  Hospital  and  Hospice 
New  Orleans  to  provide  total  care  on 
both  an  inpatient  and  outpatient  basis. 
Hospice  is  designed  primarily  as  an  out¬ 
patient  program  but  those  patients  re¬ 
quiring  hospitalization  can  be  admitted 
to  Methodist  as  a  Hospice  patient. 


Methodist  Home  Makes  a  Difference 


Growing  and 
Changing  to  Meet 
Children  Is  Needs 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  began  in  1886  in  a  typical  New  Orleans  home. 
It  served  unwed  mothers  as  an  adoption  agency.  By  1973  only  a  few  girls  were  coming 
to  the  home. 


At  that  time  the  home  became  an  Emergency  Shelter  for  abused,  abandoned,  and 
neglected  children.  The  Home  cared  for  children  who  were  removed  from  their  par¬ 
ents  by  the  courts,  until  Social  Workers  could  place  them  in  foster  care. 


In  1986  The  Home  recruited,  trained  and  supervised  families  who  take  hard  to 
place  children  into  their  homes  for  treatment. 


In  1988  a  Diagnostic,  evaluation  and  treatment  Program  was  added  at  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Avenue  facility.  This  program  helps  the  state  determine  the  best  placement 
for  the  children.  The  children  are  then  placed  according  to  their  need  of  care  with 
relatives  or  family,  in  foster  homes,  group  homes,  hospitals,  or  special  schools. 
Some  remain  in  our  facility  for  treatment. 


In  February  1989  The  Home  received 
a  grant  for  a  Family  Counseling  Pro¬ 
gram.  Counselors  will  be  available  at 
several  churches  to  receive  referrals 
from  pastors  in  the  New  Orleans  area. 
As  finances  become  available,  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  expanded  to  the  surround¬ 
ing  area. 


Future  plans  include  development  of 
group  homes,  foster  homes,  and  a  parent¬ 
ing  program.  Your  investment  in  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  is  an 
investment  in  the  life  of  a  child. 


From  the  Administrator . . . 


Lafon  Methodist  Home 

I  read  this  a  couple  of  months  ago  and  wanted  to  share  some  of  the  thoughts  with 
you  as  it  relates  to  the  staff  and  residents  at  Lafon  Methodist  Home. 

LOVE  is  the  goal  of  the  Christian  life.  It  is  not  an  easy  goal,  one  that 
can  be  reached  and  then  put  behind  us.  It  is  a  process  goal,  shaping 
who  we  become  as  it  influences  our  decisions,  behavior,  and  habits. 

The  LOVE  is  not  a  spontaneous  emotion,  a  moment’s  spillover  of 
warmth,  it  is  a  long-term  attitude  learned  through  discipline  and  pa¬ 
tience.  It  requires  constant  attentiveness,  a  willingness  to  SEE  and  to 
HEAR  and  to  TOUCH  the  lives  of  those  around  us,  even  those  who  are 
different  from  us  or  disagree  with  us,  who  make  our  lives  difficult  or 
evoke  a  feeling  of  uneasiness  within  us.  As  we  grow  in  our  love  for  oth¬ 
ers,  we  grow  in  our  love  for  GOD.  In  fact,  we  cannot  grow  in  our  love 
for  God  without  growing  in  our  love  for  others.  LOVE  is  not  abstract; 
it  shows  itself  in  acts  of  kindness. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 

The  leaders  of  the  Home  have  seen  changes  taking  place  in  the  lives  of  the  youth 
and  their  families  in  Louisiana  and  our  country. 

Today  many  youth  know  nothing  about  discipline.  Some  youth  are  out  of  control. 
There  are  those  who  are  a  danger  to  themselves  and  others. 

The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  has  always  been  a  leader  in  meeting  the  needs  of 
children  and  their  families.  Now  the  Home  is  about  to  meet  a  great  challenge  of  this 
day  with  a  portion  of  its  new  Reception  and  Emergency  Care  building.  This  new 
building  will  provide  a  structured,  controlled  home  environment  for  troubled  youth, 
but  is  in  no  way  a  detention  facility.  The  primary  function  of  this  "state  of  the  art” 
facility  is  the  safety  and  well  being  of  the  children. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  recent  history  of  the  Home  that  it  was  necessary  to  borrow 
money  in  order  to  construct  a  building.  The  need  is  so  great  that  it  had  to  be  built 
now.  Hopefully,  there  will  be  more  contributions  toward  this  important  project. 

Less  than  ten  percent  of  the  children  in  our  care  will  ever  need  the  new  secure  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  building,  but  Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  prepared  to  handle  most  any 
need. 


This  is  what  we  demonstrate  at  Lafon  Methodist  Home.  Kindness  to  our  residents,  at¬ 
tentiveness,  and  the  willingness  to  listen  when  they  want  to  be  heard.  Our  care  goes 
beyond  the  nursing  duties,  we  LOVE. 

Edward  J.  Lang 
Administrator 


HAPPY  FACES?  I  WOULD  SAY  SO  ...  AT  THE  GREAT  TURNOUT  FOR  THE 
DEVELOPMENT  BANQUET.  —  L.  to  r.,  Dr.  Andrew  Douglas,  Chairman  of  the  La¬ 
fon  Board,  Mrs.  Alva  Llopis-Davis,  Director  of  Development,  and  Mr.  Edward  J. 
Lang,  Administrator. 


“WE  RE  ALIVE  AND  DOING  WELL”  SAYS  LAFON  METHODIST  HOME  AUX¬ 
ILIARY  PRESIDENT,  MRS.  ALICE  PORTER.  Mrs.  Porter  presents  Mr.  Edward 
Lang,  Administrator,  a  check  for  $4,500.00  for  the  Home  at  its  annual  meeting  held 
in  January. 


THE  ROYAL  TOAST  -  Queen  Roset¬ 
ta  Baptiste  and  King  Eddie  Treabeaux 
toast  to  the  1989  Mardi  Gras  Ball. 


MR.  ALLEN  TOUSSAINT  HONORED 
FOR  HIS  DEVOTION  TO  LAFON 
HOME  —  Mr.  Edward  Lang,  Adminis¬ 
trator,  gives  an  “Award  of  Gratitude”  to 
Mr.  Toussaint  for  his  donated  perfor¬ 
mances  at  the  Development  Banquet. 


Bishop  William  Oden  dedicates  the  new 
Reception  and  Emergency  Care  Center. 


Tom  Holman,  Director  of  the  Reception 
and  Emergency  Care  Center. 


The  new  Reception  and  Emergency  Care  Center. 


Board  Chairman  L.  D.  McGehee  and  Executive  Director,  Terrel  DeVille. 


Part  of  a  large  crowd  attending  the  dedication  and  open  house. 
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‘Soar  We  Now 
Where  Christ 
Has  Led!  ’ 


What  power,  what  joy  in  the  magnificent  Easter  hymn  “Christ  the  Lord  Is 
Risen  Today."  I  especially  find  joy  and  hope  in  the  first  line  of  the  last  verse 
—  “Soar  we  now  where  Christ  has  led.” 


Easter  is  a  time  to  affirm  that  the  human  spirit  was  created  to  soar  —  to 
seek  the  highest  most  noble  expression  of  life  it  can  find. 

As  Christians,  we  affirm  that  Jesus  Christ  not  only  lived  that  high  and  lofty 
life  —  He  pointed  the  way  for  us. 

So,  let  us  soar!  Always  remember  that  even  in  the  heights  there  is  air 
turbulence,  and  that  as  we  soar  in  joy  we  may  also  experience  that  turbulence. 

But  Easter  is  the  message  that  the  human  spirit  cannot  be  defeated.  It  was 
created  to  soar  by  God,  and  . . . 

“Made  like  him,  like  him  we  rise. 

Ours  the  cross,  the  grave,  the  skies!” 

Let  your  Alleluias  ring  out  on  Easter  Sunday. 

10JLL-.&O 


Vacation  Bible  School 
Workshops  Announced 


The  theme  for  1989  Vacation  Bible 
Schools  will  be  “The  Bible:  The  Book  of 
God’s  People.”  The  United  Methodist 
Curriculum  Resources  will  provide  an 
overview  of  the  Bible  from  creation  to 
the  witness  of  the  early  church. 

In  the  introduction  to  the  material  we 
read:  "The  Bible  is  a  drama  with  a  cen¬ 
tral  message:  God  created  the  world  for 
God’s  people,  expected  loyalty  and  obe¬ 
dience  of  them,  punished  them  when  they 
declared  themselves  independent,  yet  in 
love  sought  to  bring  them  back  to  God. 
The  message  of  the  Bible  is  one  of  re¬ 
demption  —  God’s  returning  persons  to 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  created.  ’  ’ 


will  study  God’s  law  as  expressed  in  the 
Ten  Commandments;  appreciate  the 
risks  taken  by  many  persons  in  preserv¬ 
ing  and  sharing  God’s  message;  treasure 
the  good  news  Jesus  brought  to  all  peo¬ 
ple,  recognize  the  Apostle  Paul’s  efforts 
at  spreading  the  gospel  throughout  the 
Roman  world;  identify  Scripture  verses 
and  stories  that  give  us  joy  and  comfort; 
and  discover  ways  in  which  boys  and 
girls  can  “share  the  message  of  the  Bible 
with  other  people. 

If  you  are  planning  a  VBS  at  your 
church  or  thinking  about  holding  a  VBS, 
then  you  will  want  to  attend  one  of  the 


During  the  week  of  VBS, 

participants  district  workshops : 

Alexandria 

April  15 

l:00-3:00p.m.  & 

6:00-8:00  p.m. 

First  UMC 
Alexandria 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond 

April  3 

7:00-9:00  p.m. 

First  UMC 
Hammond 

April  4 

7:00-9:00  p.m. 

Blackwater  UMC 
Baker 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 

April  27 

6:00-9:00  p.m. 

Asbury  UMC 
Lafayette 

Lake  Charles 

April  29 

9:30  a.m.-l:00  p.m. 

Uskichitto  Retreat 
Center 

Monroe 

April  30 

2:00-5:00  p.m. 

Faith  UMC 

West  Monroe 

New  Orleans/ Houma  & 

New  Orleans,  Slidell 

April  18 

6:45-9:00  p.m. 

Lake  Vista  UMC 
New  Orleans 

April  20 

6:45-9:00  p.m. 

Luling,  UMC 

Luling 

April  25 

6:45-9:00  p.m. 

Aldersgate  UMC 
Slidell 

Ruston 

April  1 

10:00  a.m. -1:00  p.m. 

Grace  UMC 

Ruston 

Celebrating  the  Advance 

Monroe  District  Holds 


4 Fabulous  40  Festival  ’ 


Forty  years  of  mission  through  the  Ad¬ 
vance,  United  Methodism’s  unique  chan¬ 
nel  for  second-mile  giving,  was 
celebrated  by  the  Monroe  District  with  a 
"Fabulous  Forty  Festival”  held  February 
17-18  at  Lea  Joyner  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  where  the 
Rev.  Joe  Solomon  is  pastor.  The  event 
was  coordinated  by  the  Global  Ministries 
work  area  of  the  Monroe  District  Council 
on  Ministries.  Alexandria  and  Ruston  Dis¬ 
tricts  were  also  invited  to  participate. 

In  a  setting  festively  decorated  by 
members  of  the  Monroe  DCYM,  the  cele¬ 
bration  began  with  a  dinner  prepared  by 
the  Monroe  District  UMW.  Dr.  Byrl  More¬ 
land,  District  Superintendent,  gave  the 
invocation.  The  keynote  address,  empha¬ 
sizing  "Partner  Churches  in  Crisis,”  was 
made  by  Dr.  Kenneth  B.  McIntosh,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Field 
Representative  for  Mission  Develop¬ 
ment,  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  Dr. 
McIntosh  also  interpreted  "Parish  Part¬ 
ners,  USA”  in  small  group  sessions. 

In  a  workshop  for  missions  leaders 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  Steven  W.  Cara¬ 
way,  Conference  Global  Ministries  Sec¬ 
retary,  a  videotape  featuring  the  eight 


priorities  of  the  General  Advance  was 
shown.  The  areas  of  “Partner  Churches 
in  Crisis,”  "UMCOR  Hunger,"  and  “Mis¬ 
sionary  Support,”  were  lifted  up  as  prior¬ 
ities  for  our  conference. 

On  Saturday  after  a  lunch  prepared  by 
the  Monroe  District  UMM,  a  cake  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  UMW,  beautifully  decorat¬ 
ed  to  commemorate  forty  years  of  the 
Advance,  was  cut.  "Happy  Birthday” 
was  sung  to  the  Advance.  On  Sunday, 
mission  interpreters  spoke  in  Sunday 
School  assemblies  and  preached  in  thir¬ 
teen  Monroe  District  churches. 

It  was  evident  from  the  presentations, 
all  of  which  were  of  extremely  high  qual¬ 
ity,  that  The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
in  mission  in  a  variety  of  very  meaning¬ 
ful  ways  in  making  the  love  of  Christ 
known  throughout  our  global  communi¬ 
ty  There  is  no  better  bargain  for  reach¬ 
ing  out  in  Christian  love  to  those  in  need 
than  can  be  found  in  the  more  than  2,000 
opportunities  offered  through  the  Ad¬ 
vance.  Each  church,  regardless  of  size,  is 
encouraged  to  adopt  at  least  one  Confer¬ 
ence  and  one  General  Advance  Special. 
Larger  churches  are  urged  to  be  in¬ 
volved  to  a  much  greater  extent. 


Last  Call 

1.  All  Conference  reports  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Conference  Secretary  by 
April  1  to  be  included  in  the  Pre-Conference  Book. 

2.  All  Conference  events  . . .  such  as  luncheons,  teas,  alumni  banquets,  etc. 
must  be  reported  to  the  Conference  Secretary  by  April  1  to  be  listed  in  the 
Conference  agenda. 


Native  American  Awareness  Sun.  Apr.  9 


NATIVE  AMERICAN  AWARENESS  SUNDAY 

Louisiana  Conference 


A  CIRCLE  OF  LIFE,  PEACE  AND 
AWARENESS  —  The  first  churchwide 
observance  of  Native  American  Aware¬ 
ness  Sunday,  set  for  April  9,  is  being  in¬ 
troduced  and  promoted  with  the 
unveiling  of  the  logo  designed  by  artist 
Sue  Ellen  Herne,  Hogansburg,  N.Y.,  a 
United  Methodist  laywoman  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Mohawk  tribe. 

Ms.  Herne  explained  that  the  symbols 
—  the  sun  and  shadings  —  represent  the 
centrality  and  degrees  of  awareness. 

Increasing  denominational  awareness 
of  the  more  than  16,000  Native  American 
United  Methodists,  their  contributions 
and  concerns  and  encouraging  outreach 
to  Native  American  communities  nation¬ 
wide,  was  the  impetus  for  the  special 
Sunday  observance,  approved  last  spring 
by  the  1988  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  highest  policy-making  body. 

The  offering  collected  by  local 
churches  on  that  day  —  50  percent  of 


which  will  remain  in  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  which  they  are  collected  —  will 
fund  regional  Native  American  minis¬ 
tries,  scholarships  for  Native  American 
students  in  United  Methodist  seminaries 
and  an  urban  initiative  program  by  the 
church’s  mission  arm,  which  provides  so¬ 
cial  services  and  spiritual  outreach  with 
Native  American  communities  in  metro¬ 
politan  areas  in  the  United  States.  A 
combination  leaflet  and  offering  enve¬ 
lope  is  available  for  local  church  obser¬ 
vances;  order  cards  are  being  mailed  to 
pastors. 

The  April  1989  issue  of  The  Interpret¬ 
er  magazine  will  suggest  worship  ser¬ 
vices  and  ideas  for  local  churches  to 
promote  Native  American  Awareness 
Sunday,  to  be  observed  annually  on  the 
second  Sunday  after  Easter.  A  panel  of 
Native  American  lay  and  clergypersons 
is  part  of  the  national  planning  team  for 
the  special  Sunday. 


Clergywomen  Second  Annual  Retreat  Set 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Clergywo- 
men’s  Second  Annual  Retreat  has  been 
set  for  4  p.m.  Thursday,  April  13  through 
4  p.m.  Friday,  April  14, 1989  at  Tall  Tim¬ 
bers  Baptist  Conference  Center  near  Al¬ 
exandria.  Ms.  Marilyn  Brown  Oden,  wife 
of  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  will  open  the 
retreat  with  an  exploration  of  the  theme, 
"Closing  the  Gap:  Courage,  Hope  and 
Power.”  Rev.  Ann  B.  Sherer,  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Nacogdoches  District  in  the 
Texas  Conference  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  will  continue  an  exploration 
of  the  theme  on  Friday. 

Marilyn  Oden  brings  to  the  retreat  a 
wide  variety  of  experience.  With  an  un¬ 
dergraduate  degree  in  English  and  grad¬ 
uate  degreesjn  Guidance  and  Counseling 
as  well  as  EnglisH/Creative  Writing,  she 
has  taught  school  at  the  elementary  and 


university  levels  and  has  served  as  a 
school  counselor,  as  a  Coordinator  of 
Volunteer  Services,  and  as  a  staff  person 
for  a  United  States  Congressman.  A  for¬ 
mer  leader  of  Parent  Effectiveness  Train¬ 
ing  groups,  she  helped  nurture  her  own 
four  children  into  adulthood.  A  respected 
author  of  three  books  and  numerous  arti¬ 
cles  dealing  with  our  Christian  journey, 
Mrs.  Oden  has  been  a  popular  speaker, 
teacher  and  retreat  leader.  It  is  with  af¬ 
fection  and  enthusiasm  that  Louisiana 
clergywomen  anticipate  her  contribution 
to  the  retreat. 

Ann  Sherer,  an  honor  graduate  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  received 
a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  from  Andover 
Newton  Theological'  School  in  NewTon 
Centre,  Massachusetts.  Ordained  a  deacon 


of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  1976 
and  an  elder  in  1978,  Ms.  Sherer  served 
pastorates  in  White  Oak,  Texas  and  Tex¬ 
arkana,  Texas  before  her  appointment  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Nacogdoches  Dis¬ 
trict  in  1986,  she  is  a  veteran  of  numerous 
district  and  conference  boards  and  com¬ 
mittees  and  currently  serves  on  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  as  a  member  of  the  Section 
on  Worship  and  as  a  Representative  to 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  Com¬ 
mission  on  Evangelism  and  Worship.  The 
mother  of  two  teenagers,  she  is  presently 
enrolled  in  Doctor  of  Ministry  Studies  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Atlanta. 

In  addition- to  the  leadership  of  these 
outstanding  women,  participants  can  an¬ 


ticipate  opportunities  for  worship,  re¬ 
flection  and  sharing.  Humorous 
incidences  in  our  ministry  as  clergywo¬ 
men  will  be  shared  Thursday  evening,  so 
participants  are  encouraged  to  reflect 
upon  stories  they  might  share.  The  re¬ 
treat,  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women,  is  designed  for 
clergywomen  serving  pastorates  and 
other  appointments,  as  well  as  seminar¬ 
ians  and  other  candidates  for  ordained 
ministry.  One  continuing  education  cred¬ 
it  is  being  offered  for  completion  of  the 
retreat  which  will  cost  $35.00  to  $50.00 
depending  on  room  arrangements.  Al¬ 
though  pre-registration  closed  March  1, 
you  may  contact  Rev.  Karen  Davis  of 
Patterson,  or  Rev.  Deborah  Drash  of 
Baton  Rouge,  for  late  registration. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


St.  Luke’s  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge  has 
entered  the  third  phase  of  its  master 
plan  for  building  and  grounds  improve¬ 
ments.  Phase  One  consisted  of  remodel¬ 
ing  the  sanctuary  in  1986.  This  past 
summer,  St.  Luke’s  began  its  second 
phase  with  the  groundbreaking  of  two 
new  buildings,  an  educational  wing  and 
an  administrative  office  complex.  The 
third  phase  began  in  February  with  the 
interior  remodeling  of  the  old  building. 
This  phase  will  provide  a  new  nursery 
and  a  much  needed  fellowship  hall. 

"This  church  has  a  lot  to  be  proud  of  in 
accomplishing  so  much  in  so  few  years,” 
said  Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  pastor.  Since 
1985  the  church  has  gained  85  new  mem¬ 
bers.  The  fourth  phase  of  construction  in¬ 
cludes  a  new  sanctuary  in  the  near 
future.  The  recent  building  program  was 
funded  through  bond  sales  by  Security 
Church  Finance,  Inc.  of  Houston,  Texas. 

Bishop  William  Oden  will  consecrate 
the  new  facility  on  Sunday,  April  9  at 
4;30  p.m.  Also  scheduled  to  attend  are 
Dr.  Don  Hall,  District  Superintendent  for 
the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District, 
along  with  former  pastors,  Rev.  Tim 
Lawson  and  Dr.  Jim  Comer  who  helped 
initiate  the  plans.  According  to  Rev. 
Drash,  the  consecration  comes  almost  72 


years  to  the  day  that  her  great  grandfa¬ 
ther  held  the  consecration  for  his  build¬ 
ing.  Some  of  the  worship  liturgy  for  the 
upcoming  ceremony  will  be  excerpts 
taken  from  the  liturgy  used  by  Rev. 
Drash’s  great-grandfather  during  his 
worship  service.  Everyone  is  invited  to 
attend. 


A  Valentine's  Party  was  held  at  the 
Grand  Cane  UMC  Fellowship  Hall.  Ev¬ 
eryone  was  asked  to  bring  finger  foods. 
All  who  attended  played  games  and 
heard  Brother  George  Harbuck  speak  on 
“Love.”  Everyone  had  a  great  time.  Rev. 
A.  Wayne  Evans  is  pastor. 

The  Kumjoynus  group  of  Lakeview 
UMC  in  Shreveport  recently  met  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  for  a  covered  dish  lun¬ 
cheon.  All  retired  church  members  and 
friends  were  invited  to  attend  this  meet¬ 
ing  to  hear  guest  speaker,  John  Edgar, 
Assistant  Administrator  at  Schumpert 
Medical  Center.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is 
pastor. 

The  Baton  Rouge  Chapter  of  Church 
Women  United  held  its  annual  meeting 
recently.  Coffee  and  fellowship  preceded 


Dr.  Kenneth  B.  McIntosh,  keynote  speaker,  leads  a  small  group  session  during 
the  "Fabulous  Forty  Festival." 


Don’t  Forget 

Don’t  forget  to  give  to  Good  Samaritan  Offerings  on  Sunday,  March  26. 
Your  gift  supports: 

Lafon  Methodist  Home 

Peoples  Methodist  Community  Center 

Methodist  Children's  Home  (Ruston) 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 


the  10  a.m.  meeting  which  took  place  at 
Jefferson  UMC.  Audrey  Milo,  President 
of  CWU  in  Louisiana  spoke  to  the  group. 
Rev.  William  E.  Nolan  is  pastor  at 
Jefferson. 

The  LA  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  Dep¬ 
utation  Team  led  the  evening  worship 
service  of  First  UMC  in  Minden  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22.  Prior  to  the  service,  the  team 
met  with  the  UMYF.  Many  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  at  Tech  are  members  of  Wesley 
Foundation.  Dena  Meyers  was  the  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  group.  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Burgess  is  pastor. 

* *  *  * 

United  Methodist  Women’s  Sunday 
was  observed  February  19  by  Walker 
UMC.  Guest  speaker  for  the  event  was 
Janelle  McCammon,  UMW  Conference 
President.  Rev.  Mark  R.  Martin  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

•  •  * 

Nolley  Memorial  UMC  in  Jena  had  as 
its  financial  campaign  slogan  “A  Chal¬ 
lenged  Church  is  a  Growing  Church." 
The  church’s  membership  met  the  chal¬ 
lenge  and  pledged  100%  of  its  projected 
1989  budget.  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  Cliff  Williams,  stated.  “This 
outstanding  response  will  indeed  allow 
our  church  to  take  one  step  up  in  our 
mission  and  outreach  programs.”  Rev. 
Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr.  is  pastor. 

*  •  • 

Game  Night  at  First  UMC  of  Poncha- 
toula  was  a  great  success.  The  event  was 
held  January  29.  From  5-6:30  p.m.,  22 
children,  three  years  of  age  through 
sixth  grade  enjoyed  all  festivities.  Seven 


MYF  teenagers  were  present  to  help 
play  the  games.  Those  assisting  were: 
David  Abel,  Cathy  and  Dawn  Saucier,  Ni¬ 
cole  DeCoto,  DeAnne  Corkern,  Carol  Eu¬ 
banks,  and  Stacy  Fletcher.  Rev.  William 
Eubanks  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  March  meeting  of  the  DeQuincy 
UM  Men  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
March  27  at  7  p.m.  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall.  The  program  will  consist  of  a  mov¬ 
ie  entitled  “God  on  Trial."  It  is  about  a 
university  student  who  finds  himself  be¬ 
coming  interested  in  important  questions 
about  life  and  living.  All  men  in  the  con¬ 
gregation  are  urged  to  attend  and  to  be¬ 
come  a  part  of  the  church’s  men’s  club. 
Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend  is  pastor. 

First  UMC,  Many  will  host  a  spring 
revival  April  2-5.  Rev.  John  Koelemay 
will  preach.  Everyone  looks  forward  to 
having  the  former  pastor  with  them.  On 
Sunday,  April  2,  there  will  be  a  covered 
dish  supper  prior  to  the  evening  services. 
On  Monday  night  there  will  be  a  supper 
for  the  youth.  Rev.  Koelemay  will  speak 
to  the  ladies  of  the  UMW  on  Tuesday, 
April  4  at  9:30  a.m.  A  supper  will  take 
place  that  same  evening.  On  Wednesday, 
April  5  there  will  be  a  supper  chaired  by 
the  Pairs/Spares  Sunday  School  Class. 
Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr.  is  pastor. 

Noel  UMC  in  Shreveport  will  conduct 
a  Youth  Sunday  School  teachers  and 
UMYF  Counselors  Leadership  Training 
seminar  on  Wednesday,  March  29,  6:30- 
9:30  p.m.  Rev.  Charles  B.  Simmons  is 
pastor. 


Centenary  Sets  Spring 
Weekend  for  Seniors 


On  April  8  and  9  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport  will  host  “Spring  Weekend” 
for  high  school  seniors  who  are  applying 
for  admission  to  the  school,  according  to 
Director  of  Admissions,  Caroline  Kelsey. 

This  weekend  will  not  only  acquaint 
students  with  the  Centenary  experience, 
but  offer  experiences  of  substance  in  ac¬ 
ademic  and  professional  areas  of  interest. 

Opportunities  will  be  offered  for  se¬ 
niors  and  their  parents  to  meet  with  Cen¬ 
tenary  faculty,  alumni,  and  students,  in 
formal  and  informal  settings.  In  addition 
to  the  academic  and  professional  oppor¬ 
tunities  offered,  there  are  a  number  of 
"fun"  recreational  events  planned  at 
Centenary  and  in  the  area. 

This  event  is  open  to  all  students  who 


have  applied  for  admission  to  Centenary. 
For  those  who  have  not  yet  applied, 
there  is  yet  time  to  submit  an  applica¬ 
tion  and  attend  this  exciting  weekend. 
This  is  a  remarkable  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
perience  the  true  feel  of  community  at 
the  college. 

Spring  Weekend  begins  at  9:00  a.m.  on 
Saturday,  April  8th,  and  concludes  at  1:00 
p.m.  on  Sunday,  April  9th.  There  will  be 
a  nominal  fee  of  $15.00  per  person  to 
cover  the  expense  of  meals  during 
Spring  Weekend.  For  application  and  in¬ 
formation  call  The  Office  of  Admissions 
at  1-800-234-4448,  or  write: 

Office  of  Admissions 
Centenary  College  of  Louisiana 
P.O.  Box  4188 
Shreveport,  LA  71134-1188 


Id  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Ida  Burrell  Young,  wife  of  former  Louisiana  Conference  Minister  the 
late  W.  A.  Young  died  on  February  26,  1989. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Ljditorial 

A  surprising  witness  for  Easter 


Who  would  have  thought  a  year  ago 
that  events  in  the  Soviet  Union  would  of¬ 
fer  a  dramatic  witness  for  Easter  1989? 

However  unexpected,  that’s  just  what 
has  happened  (see  UMR,  March  10,  17 
and  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

During  a  recent  visit,  members  of  a 
church  leaders’  delegation  observed  signs 
of  “a  stunning  change’’  in  the  Soviet  Union’s 
religious  climate.  That  change  includes: 

S  Enforcement  of  laws  restricting 
religion  has  been  relaxed. 

S  More  than  1.000  Russian  Orthodox 
churches  alone  have  been  opened  during 
the  past  14  months. 

S  "Works  of  mercy”  by  Christian  vol¬ 
unteers  in  hospitals,  orphanages  and 
mental  institutions  are  being  permitted 
for  the  first  time  in  more  than  70  years. 

/  Pastors  and  priests  are  conducting 
baptisms,  hearing  confession  and  giving 
communion  in  places  that  were  off-lim¬ 
its  just  two  years  ago. 

This  remarkable  resurgence  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  the  Soviet  Union  provides  at 
least  two  insights  worth  pondering: 

•  It  challenges  pessimistic  assessments 
of  Christianity’s  future  in  a  secular  world. 

Few  regimes  in  modern  history  have 
been  so  hostile  toward  the  church  as  the 
Soviet  government.  Since  its  inception  70 
years  ago,  that  government  has  been  of¬ 
ficially  atheistic  and  has  actively  re¬ 
pressed  religious  expression. 

There’s  no  guarantee  that  the  present 
loosening  of  restrictions  is  permanent. 
Nevertheless,  vibrant  “new  life"  among 
Soviet  Christians  shows  their  faith  has 
more  than  survived  such  extreme  oppo¬ 
sition  by  the  “nrincinalitipc  and  powers.” 


Such  resiliency  in  the  face  of  deep  cul¬ 
tural  opposition  testifies  to  God’s  power 
to  preserve  and  revive  Christianity’s 
faith— even  when  skeptics  have  prophe¬ 
sied,  and  outward  signs  might  suggest, 
that  genuine  faith  has  “died." 

*  God  can  and  does  use  unlikely 
means  to  accomplish  divine  purposes. 

The  misguided  policies  of  the  Soviet 
Union  under  Josef  Stalin  and  his  succes¬ 
sors— for  example,  the  muting  of  dissent, 
inefficient  central  economic  planning, 
slavish  adherence  to  a  Marxist  ideology 
that  is  intellectually  and  morally  bank¬ 
rupt-produced  a  social  system  that  gave 
credence  to  the  notion  of  “evil  empire.” 

It’s  ironic,  then,  that  strains  in  the  So¬ 
viet  system— many  of  which  are  the  leg¬ 
acy  of  Stalin’s  grotesque  policies— are 
compelling  a  changed  attitude  that  bene¬ 
fits  even  religion. 

The  net  effect  is  twofold: 

1)  Soviet  Christians  have  unprecedent¬ 
ed  opportunity  to  help  influence  Soviet  so¬ 
ciety  despite  continuance  of  atheism  as 
the  government’s  official  stance. 

2)  The  “big  news”  nature  of  such  a  turn¬ 
about  makes  a  strong  public  witness  that 
faith  in  Christ  is  more  powerful  and  endur¬ 
ing  than  the  most  inhumane  forms  of  op¬ 
pression  and  suffering. 

As  part  of  this  year’s  Easter  message,  it 
would  be  fitting  for  Christians  in  this  coun¬ 
try  to  lift  up  that  unlikely  witness  of  hope 
and  modern-day  “resurrection”  among  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

We  might  also  note  and  enjoy  the  divine 
justice  that,  as  Soviet  Christians  are  arising 
from  the  darkness  of  their  70-year  “grave,” 
Josef  Stalin  is  probably  turning  over  in  his. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

This  depiction  of  the  Resurrection  by  the  artist  Murillo  hangs  in  the  Pra¬ 
do  in  Madrid.  The  remarkable  “resurrection”  of  Christianity  in  the  Soviet 
Union  provides  at  least  two  insights  worth  pondering. 


Here  I  Stand 

Social-action  agency  must  clarify-  abortion  stand 


By  PAUL  T.  STALLSWORTH 

Only  General  Conference  speaks  offi¬ 
cially  for  The  United  Methodist  Church 
(1988  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,  Paragraph 
610). 

The  1988  General 
Conference  spoke  of¬ 
ficially  for  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church 
on  abortion.  It  did  so 
by  adding  the  follow-  1 
ing  sentence  to  its  Paul  Stallsworth 
1984  abortion  statement: 

“We  cannot  affirm  abortion  as  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  means  of  birth  control,  and  we 
unconditionally  reject  it  as  a  means  of 
gender  selection.” 

Taken  at  face  value,  this  sentence  con¬ 
tains  two  basic  assertions. 

The  first  assertion  is  that  United 
Methodists  don’t  condone  birth-control 
abortions. 

The  sentence  plainly  says  that  United 
Methodist  think  that  abortion  shouldn’t  be 
used,  like  contraception,  to  control  birth. 

The  sentence  suggests  the  church  thinks 
it  is  morally  acceptable  to  use  birth-con¬ 
trol  measures  to  prevent  pregnancy  but 
that  it  is  morally  unacceptable  to  use 
abortion  arbitrarily  to  prevent  birth. 

The  second  assertion  is  that  United 
Methodists  oppose,  indeed  “uncondition¬ 
ally  reject,”  abortions  to  prevent  the 
birth  of  a  child  with  a  sex  the  parents 
don’t  want. 

In  other  words,  the  church  stands 
against  the  abortion  of  a  female  fetus  by 
parents  who  desire  a  son  and  the  abor¬ 
tion  of  a  male  fetus  by  parents  who  de¬ 
sire  a  daughter. 

Significant  change  signaled 

Hence,  the  new  sentence  on  abortion 
that  the  1988  General  Conference  adopted 
signals  a  significant  change  in  the  official 
United  Methodist  position  on  abortion. 

One  simple  reason  stands  behind  this 
contention:  For  the  first  time,  the  1988 
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General  Conference  unambiguously  de¬ 
clared  that  The  United  Methodist  Church 
“cannot  affirm”  birth-control  abortions 
and  "unconditionally  rejects"  abortions 
used  to  select  the  sex  of  a  child. 

Again,  before  1988  the  church  was  si¬ 
lent  on  birth-control  and  sex-selection 
abortions.  The  church  was  thereby  plac¬ 
ing  such  abortions  in  the  realm  of  pri¬ 
vate  choice. 

But  in  1988  the  General  Conference, 
and  therefore  the  church,  came  out  op¬ 
posed  without  qualifications  to  such 
abortions.  That  marks  the  first  time  The 
United  Methodist  Church  officially  op¬ 
posed  certain  abortions.  The  action  is  a 
crucial  alteration  of  church  policy  that 
should,  quite  naturally,  bring  changes  ii / 
the  church’s  ministry  and  program. 

For  starters,  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  clergy  should  be  preaching, 
teaching  and  counseling  against  birth- 
control  and  sex-selection  abortions. 

Also,  the  church  should  provide  much 
more  care  and  support  for  women  who, 
avoiding  birth-control  and  sex-selection 
abortions,  carry  their  unborn  to  term. 

However,  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  staff  appears  to  think  that 
the  1988  General  Conference’s  new  state¬ 
ment  on  abortion  changes  nothing. 

For  example,  commenting  on  the 
statement,  the  Rev.  Donna  Morton-Stout, 
an  associate  general  secretary  for  the 


By  ANNE  BROYLES 

“It  feels  good  to  be  here.  Everyone  is 
so  normal.” 

The  group  sitting  around  the  campfire 
laughed  heartily. 

"Yeah,”  someone  replied.  “Normal, 
except  we  all  have  AIDS." 

There  are  very  few  places  in  our  soci¬ 
ety  where  people  with  acquired  immune 
deficiency  syndrome  can  feel  "normal.” 
The  speed  and  ferocity  with  which  this 
incurable  disease  has  hit  has  left  many 
people  frightened,  confused  and  unwill¬ 
ing  to  take  any  chances  where  AIDS  is 
concerned. 

People  treated  like  leapers 

People  with  AIDS  have  become  mod¬ 
ern-day  lepers,  today’s  untouchables. 

Recognizing  that,  the  Division  of  Out¬ 
door  Ministries  of  the  California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference  offered  two  retreats 
last  summer  for  people  with  the  disease 
and  with  AIDS-related  complex. 

Promising  “strength  for  the  journey,” 
the  retreats  were  offered  “to  provide  a 
safe,  loving  environment  for  persons 
with  AIDS  or  its  related  complex  to  work 
on  their  personal  journeys,”  said  Marie 
Wright-Self,  dean  at  one  of  the  camps. 

Inspired  by  similar  retreats  in  the 
Troy  Annual  Conference  in  upstate  New 
York,  the  California-Pacific  conference’s 
camping  program  staff  worked  with  the 
conference  AIDS  ministry  task  force  to 
offer  an  ecumenical  experience  that 
brought  together  50  people  from  around 
southern  California. 

Atmosphere  is  positive 

The  retreat  participants  didn’t  gather 
together  as  those  on  death  row.  The  at¬ 
mosphere  was  positive. 

As  a  former  corporate  executive  said, 
“I  died  of  AIDS  for  about  four  months. 
Now,  I  have  decided  to  live  with  AIDS.” 

An  interior  designer  said,  “I  think  I  no¬ 
tice  things  differently  from  people  who 
are  healthy  and  think  they  know  their  fu¬ 
ture.  This  spring,  the  colors  were  more 
beautiful  than  ever  before.  Certain 
pieces  of  music  really  move  me.  I  trea¬ 
sure  each  moment.” 

Many  of  the  participants  spoke  of  how 
their  faith  in  God  had  been  strengthened 
through  the  illness. 

‘Tve  always  wanted  to  have  control,” 


board,  recently  said,  "We  see  the  1988 
change  as  a  clarification”  (“Newscope,” 
Jan.  27). 

By  interpreting  the  1988  change  as  a 
“clarification,"  Dr.  Morton-Stout  is  say¬ 
ing  the  1988  change  is  not  a  significant 
one;  she  is  saying  that  the  1988  change  is 
really  a  non-change. 

A  comment  and  a  challenge 

Taking  Dr.  Morton-Stout’s  comment  to 
represent  the  viewpoint  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  I  conclude 
with  a  comment  and  a  challenge. 

The  comment:  Neither  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  nor  its  staff 
speaks  for  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
General  Conference,  and  General  Con¬ 
ference  alone,  speaks  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Therefore,  while  the  board  and  its 
staff  can  certainly  speak  publicly  about 
abortion,  about  its  interpretation  of  the 
church’s  position  on  abortion  or  about 
any  other  relevant  issue,  they  are  not 
thereby  speaking  officially  for  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

The  challenge:  Since  the  staff  of 
Church  and  Society  seems  to  suggest  that 
the  1988  General  Conference  didn't  signif¬ 
icantly  alter  church  policy  on  abortion, 
and  since  the  staff’s  position  appears  to 
contradict  the  1988  statement,  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is  obligat- 


one  woman  said.  “When  I  used  to  be  in 
control  of  my  life,  I  wasn’t  as  happy  as  I 
am  now. 

"Now  that  AIDS  is  in  control,  I  can 
just  live.  And  each  day,  I  thank  God  that 
I  am  still  alive.” 

Most  of  the  participants  didn’t  know 
each  other  before  attending  the 
“Strength  for  the  Journey”  retreat,  but 
they  were  bound  by  a  common  disease 
and  experience:  “Tell  me  about  that  new 
therapy  you're  trying.  How  have  you 
dealt  with  Social  Security?  Do  you  ever 
get  to  see  your  kids?” 

Some  have  suffered  not  only  the  loss  of 
health.  The  diagnosis  of  AIDS  or  its  re¬ 
lated  complex  has  prompted  wives  to 
leave  them  with  children  in  tow;  friends 
and  acquaintances  have  shrunk  away  in 
fear.  Even  high-level  professional  work¬ 
ers  have  lost  jobs  and  health  insurance. 

Lack  of  church  support  felt 

Many  also  have  felt  their  church’s  lack 
of  support  or  even  condemnation.  After 
speaking  of  the  pain  of  feeling  outcast  in 
his  congregation,  one  man  said,  "This  re¬ 
treat  has  showed  me  that  the  church  can 
care. 

“I  knew  that  God  had  not  forgotten 
me.  Now,  I  know  that  God’s  people  have 
not  forgotten  me  either.” 

Ms.  Wright-Self,  an  AIDS  chaplain, 
said,  "I  would  never  go  back  to  the  way  I 
was  before  AIDS.  I  have  learned  so 
much,  grown  in  faith  through  the  AIDS 
clients  with  whom  I  work. 

“My  life  is  richer  now,  despite  the  fact 
that  people  I  love  die  almost  daily.  It  is 
because  of  them  that  I  am  able  to  live 
more  fully.” 

Times  of  worship  and  discussion, 
workshops  on  journaling  and  relaxation 
techniques,  hiking  and  swimming  all 
combined  to  remind  participants  in  the 
retreat  that  God’s  Spirit  is  alive  in  each. 

In  the  midst  of  the  reality  of  AIDS, 
Christian  love  reached  out  to  provide  a 
healing  that  modern  medicine  cannot 
provide. 

As  the  chorus  from  a  Tom  Hunter  song 
says,  "Sometimes,  healing’s  more  than 
getting  better;  sometimes,  it’s  love  re¬ 
vealed.” 

The  retreats  were  celebrations  of  the 
gift  of  life,  affirming  the  beauty  and  joy  of 
living  in  God’s  love.  Poet  Jess  Miller— a 


ed  to  state  clearly  its  position  and  to  give 
justifying  reasons  for  its  position. 

Therefore,  along  with  other  United 
Methodists,  I  challenge  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  to  state,  in 
these  pages  or  in  the  pages  of  another 
United  Methodist  periodical,  its  interpre¬ 
tation  of  the  1988  General  Conference 
statement  on  abortion  and  to  provide  jus¬ 
tifying  reasons  for  its  interpretation. 

This  is  not  a  half-hearted  challenge  to 
a  church-bureaucratic  debate  with  few 
participants  and  fewer  observers.  It  is  a 
serious  challenge  to  a  serious  debate. 

Furthermore,  it  is  a  challenge  that  in¬ 
volves  tens  of  thousands  of  American 
United  Methodists — in  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies,  in  pews  and  pulpits— to  address  the 
problem  of  abortion  as  the  1988  General 
Conference  intended. 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Paul  T.  Stalls¬ 
worth  is  associate  director  of  The 
Rockford  Institute  Center  on  Religion 
and  Society.  New  York  City,  and  a  minis¬ 
terial  member  of  the  North  Carolina  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to  ‘‘Here 
1  Stand.”  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


person  with  AIDS— expresses  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  many  of  those  at  the  retreat: 
Gold  and  diamonds  cast  a  spell; 

It's  not  for  me,  I  know  it  well. 

The  riches  that  I  see  are 
waiting  on  the  other  side. 

There's  more  than  I  can  measure 
with  the  treasure  of  the  love 
that  I  shall  find. 

Information  offered 

For  other  annual  conferences  consid¬ 
ering  an  outreach  such  as  the  retreats 
for  people  with  AIDS  or  AIDS-related 
complex,  information  is  available  from 
the  AIDS  Ministry  Task  Force,  Califor¬ 
nia-Pacific  Annual  Conference.  Box 
6006,  Pasadena,  Calif.  91102. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Anne  L.  Broyles  is  co-pas¬ 
tor  of  Malibu  (Calif.)  United  Methodist 
Church  (California-Pacific  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness.”  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  500  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  (Holston  conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to  the 
more  than  360  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Reporter.  These  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  general 
religious  news  and  opinion  and  are 
mailed  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 
homes  of  all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Knoxville, 
we  say,  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  and  opinion  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  Reporter." 


My  Witness 

AIDS  retreat:  Healing  through  love 


MARCH  24,  1989 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

Use  money  for  good, 


not  merely  enjoyment 


To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  March  10  article  head¬ 
lined,  “Cruise  designed  to  ‘catch  spirit,’  ” 
why,  in  a  time  of  declining  giving  and  in¬ 
creasing  concern  about  self  in  general 
society,  do  we  in  the  church  foster  the 
same  attitude? 

I  suggest  that,  instead  of  going  on  a 
cruise,  everyone  wanting  to  go  should  do¬ 
nate  that  amount  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  and  not  go,  or  go 
but  donate  a  like  amount  to  the  church. 

Our  own  spiritual  development  can  be 
taken  care  of  in  our  prayer  closets.  Let 
your  money  work  for  good  in  need,  not 
just  for  your  enjoyment. 

Danny  D.  Davis 
Port  St.  Lucie,  Florida 

Article  showed  concern 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  William  J.  Weiland  has  made 
some  profound  and  insightful  statements 
concerning  a  woman’s  story  about  a 
group  of  United  Methodist  young  people 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  17). 

When  the  leaders  of  our  churches  are 
threatened  by,  and  choose  to  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to,  people  young  or  old  who  have 
found  a  deep  and  personal  relationship 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  wish  to 
share  their  faith,  what  else  can  we  ex¬ 
pect  but  that  they  leave? 

This  faith  needs  to  be  nurtured  and  ac¬ 
cepted  with  joyful  understanding  as  well 
as  fed  in  and  by  a  body  of  believers.  It  is 
as  though  some  leaders  wish  these  folks 
would  just  go  away  or  stick  around  and 
stuff  their  faith  in  a  closet. 

Mr.  Weinland’s  exhortation  to  “tend 
the  flame  of  people  touched  by  the  Holy 
Spirit”  shows  a  genninp  concern  for  this 


group  of  dynamic  and  alive  Christians. 

If  our  churches  would  follow  his  sug¬ 
gestions  to  “nourish  the  enthusiasm”  of 
these  new  believers,  they  can  find  their 
own  church  body  catching  this  same  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  joy  that  can  offer  new 
aliveness  in  Christ  for  the  body  as  a 
whole. 

Grace  Frank 
Melissa,  Texas 

Lawsuit  dismissed 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Sept.  11  issue  of  the  Reporter  dis¬ 
cussed  actions  of  the  Christie  Institute  in 
bringing  a  civil  lawsuit  against  29  people 
the  institute  accused  of  being  part  of  a 
“secret  team”  involved  in  gun  running, 
drug  smuggling  and  political  assassina¬ 
tions. 

"The  Wall  Street  Journal”  recently  re¬ 
ported  that  the  chief  judge  of  the  U.S. 
District  Court  for  southern  Florida  had 
ruled  that  Christie  Institute’s  case  was 
frivolous  and,  in  a  rare  step,  had  further 
ruled  that  the  institute  must  pay  the  de¬ 
fendants’  $1  million  legal  bills. 

He  stated  that  Christie  Institute  must 
have  known  before  suing  that  it  had  no 
competent  evidence  to  substantiate  its 
theories.  It  was  found  that  many  of  the 
witnesses  cited  by  Christie  Institute 
didn’t  exist  and  others  had  hearsay  evi¬ 
dence  at  best. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  many  United 
Methodists  question  the  judgment  of 
some  of  our  leaders  when  they  involve 
the  church  in  such  purely  political  and 
ethically  questionable  actions? 

Joseph  E.  McDaniels 
Holladay,  Tennessee 
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I  AM  COUCEBHED— 
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CimCM  CAKPFUHG 
AND  I'M  COHCERUFV 
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On  the  UMR  Beat 


God’s  ‘chinook’  is  blowing 
through  the  Soviet  Union 


In  Moscow,  where  weather  is  often 
used  as  a  metaphor  for  the  political  cli¬ 
mate,  what  meta¬ 
phors  could  be 
fashioned  this  warm 
spring! 

“Glasnost”  is  al¬ 
lowing  an  astonishing 
break  in  what  has 
been  an  icy  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  So¬ 
viet  government  and 
Soviet  Christians  (see  UMR,  March  17). 

You  sense  just  how  great  the  thaw  is 
from  the  joy  with  which  Christians  have 
greeted  the  easing  of  government  restric¬ 
tions  on  worship  and  charity  work. 

Their  joy  evoked  a  memory  from  my 
childhood  of  a  weather  phenomenon  that 
is  the  almost-perfect  metaphor  to  de¬ 
scribe  this  remarkable  change  in  the  So¬ 
viet  religious  climate. 

The  memory  returned,  unbidden,  dur¬ 
ing  a  farewell  dinner  party  for  members 
of  a  church  leader’s  delegation  that  I  re¬ 
cently  accompanied  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

I  remarked  to  one  of  our  Soviet  hosts 
how  the  changes  sweeping  through  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  reminded  me  of  one  of  the  “chi- 
nook"  winds  I  grew  up  with  in  Montana. 

The  word,  Native  American  in  its  ori¬ 
gin,  confounded  him.  I  wasn’t  surprised. 
It  isn’t  all  that  widely  known  here. 

It  is  rooted  in  the  American  West, 
where  it  is  used  to  describe  a  warm,  west 
wind  that  comes  roaring  down  off  the 
Rockies  [the  “Chinook”  country]  in  the 
dead  of  winter. 

I  have  a  vivid  memory  of  a  bitter  winter 
night  on  the  eastern  Montana  prairie.  We 
had  gone  to  bed,  buried  deep  under  heavy 
quilts.  The  prairie  was  blanketed  in  snow, 
our  little  house  adrift  in  a  crystalline  world. 

About  midnight,  we  were  awakened  by 
the  incredible  sound  of  running  water. 
The  snow  on  the  roof  was  melting! 

A  Chinook  had  come  in  sudden  sur¬ 
prise,  sending  the  mercury  in  the  ther¬ 
mometer  soaring  and  freeing  a  frozen 
world. 

In  just  a  few  hours,  nothing  about  the 
winter  was  the  same.  By  midmorning, 


the  coulees  were  running  bank  full  of 
water.  Spring  had  come  overnight. 

That  is  the  metaphor  I  tried  to  explain, 
using  an  image  from  the  Bible. 

"Remember  when  Jesus  was  talking 
to  Nicodemus?"  I  asked.  “He  said,  ‘Just 
as  you  can  hear  the  wind  but  can’t  tell 
where  it  comes  from  or  where  it  will  go 
next,  so  it  is  with  the  Spirit.’ 

"That’s  how  this  seems  to  me.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  Spirit  is  at  work  in  a  re¬ 
markable  way. 

"God’s  chinook  wind  is  blowing  through 
the  Soviet  Union,  and  nobody  knows  where 
it  came  from  or  where  it  will  go.” 

The  Soviet  Christian  I  was  sitting  be¬ 
side  said  that  the  Russian  language 
translation  of  the  verse  I  cited  didn’t  use 
the  word,  “wind,”  but  he  was  intrigued  at 
my  image  of  the  chinook. 

"Tell  people  that,”  he  urged  me. 

I  promised  that  I  would. 

And  I  promised  to  myself  that  I  would 
pray  that  God’s  chinook  would  keep 
blowing  across  the  Soviet  landscape. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

"Commit  your  way  to  the  Lord; 
trust  in  him,  and  he  will  act.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Matthew  6:33) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  26 
Monday:  Psalm  118:14-24 
Tuesday:  Acts  10:34-43 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  65:17-25 
Thursday:  John  20:1-18 
Friday:  Luke  24:1-12 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  15:19-26 
Sunday:  Acts  10:34-43 


A 

Glen  Larum 


I  Evangelism?  i 

edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  "good  news" 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter,”  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange- 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

^ _ 214/630-6495 
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Soviet  religious  laws  haven’t  caught  up  to  ‘glasnost’ 


‘Wye  govori  ‘g o/>,’  poka  nye 
pereprignesh 

— a  Russian  proverb 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

MOSCOW— “Don’t  say,  ‘hop,’  until  you 
yourself  have  jumped  over.” 

That  Russian  proverb  could  be  a  watch¬ 
word  for  Soviet  Christians  this  spring. 

Although  the  Soviet  government  has 
loosened  controls  on  religious  activity  (see 
UMR,  March  17),  old  laws  that  restrict  be¬ 
lievers  are  still  on  the  books. 

And  many  Soviet  Christians,  while  ex¬ 
cited  at  the  expansion  of  religious  freedom 
during  Premier  Mikhail  Gorbachev’s 
"glasnost”  [openness],  are  well  aware  that 
those  laws  could  be  invoked  to  restrict 
their  activities  once  again. 

Constitutional  change  needed 

A  top  Soviet  official,  Konstantine  Khar- 
chev,  said  that  the  laws  are  being  rewrit¬ 
ten  but  cautioned  that  it’s  too  early  to 
predict  the  result. 

Metropolitan  Peterim,  head  of  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox  publishing  house,  also 
warned  that  changes  in  laws  on  religion 
are  running  into  resistance. 


LAST  IN  AN  EXCLUSIVE 
REPORTER  SERIES 
BY  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 


A  U.S.-based  Soviet  specialist— Kent 
Hill,  head  of  the  Institute  of  Religion  and 
Democracy— said  the  real  measure  of 


Church  talks  ‘ extraordinary ? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MOSCOW— The  recent  talks  be¬ 
tween  U.S.  and  Soviet  church  officials 
(see  UMR,  March  10)  were  extraordi¬ 
nary  for  their  scope,  their  makeup  and 
their  spontaneity,  said  one  participant. 

The  two  sides  eventually  produced 
a  15-point  agreement. 

“It  would  have  been  an  event  in  the 
old  times  to  develop  a  single  project,” 
said  the  Rev.  Michael  Roshak,  a  Sovi¬ 
et  specialist  with  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

"And  it  would  not  have  been  so  ecu¬ 
menical.  What  we  did  in  this  dialogue 
was,  in  effect,  create  a  council  of 
churches  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

“They  welcomed  it  as  a  view  of 


what  could  be  and  should  be  when  the 
time  is  right.” 

The  talks  included  representatives 
from  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church, 
Georgian  Orthodox,  Seventh-day  Ad¬ 
ventists,  Armenian  Apostolic  Luther¬ 
ans,  the  Reformed  Church  of  Transcar- 
pa  thia,  Baptists  and  United  Methodists. 

While  that  ecumenical  approach  is 
welcomed  by  many  church  leaders, 
others  see  it  as  a  potentially  divisive. 

The  Rev.  Alexy  M.  Bichkov,  who 
speaks  for  most  Soviet  Baptists,  insist¬ 
ed  references  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  “ecumenical”  be  left  out 
of  the  final  agreement  to  avoid  provok¬ 
ing  people  opposed  to  ecumenism. 

-GLEN  LARUM 


Expert:  ‘Cultural  lag’ 


causes  church’s  decline 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Experts  looking  for  reasons  that 
“mainline"  denominations  are  losing 
rpembers  may  overlook  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  factor,  a  United  Methodist  teacher 
of  ethics  and  sociology  contends. 

That  factor:  the  difficulty  increasing 
numbers  of  people  have  reconciling  their 
religious  traditions  with  the  social  and 
cultural  experiences  of  their  daily  lives. 

The  Rev.  Haskell  M.  Miller,  professor 
emeritus  at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary 
in  Washington,  made  that  point  in  the 
March  issue  of  “Circuit  Rider,"  monthly 
magazine  for  members  of  the  UM  clergy. 

"The  church’s  uncertain  orientation  in 
combination  with  conditions  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  society  and  culture  may  be 
having  a  far  greater  causal  influence  on 
the  [membership]  problem  than  any  of 
the  internal  conditions  presently  being 
reviewed,”  he  wrote. 

Most  of  United  Methodism’s  roots 
were  planted  among  the  isolated,  rela¬ 
tively  unsophisticated  people  of  the  U.S. 
frontier,  he  noted.  But  today’s  population 
is  predominantly  urban,  far  better  edu¬ 
cated  and  much  more  sophisticated. 

In  his  article,  Dr.  Miller  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  points: 

/  While  “faith-shattering”  changes 
have  taken  place  in  people’s  lives,  the 
church  often  plays  a  role  of  maintaining 
"traditional  views  and  values.” 

As  a  result,  he  said,  “a  conviction  is 
growing  that  the  distance  between  the 
new  realities  and  the  stance  of  the 
church  is  unbridgeable." 

/  People  outside  the  church  increas¬ 
ingly  see  it  as  "outmoded,  irrelevant  or 
even  obstructionist.” 

But,  he  said,  great  numbers  of  more 
culturally  aware  members  "are  suffer¬ 
ing  unavoidable  doubts,  misgivings  and 
mental  conflicts." 


“There  is  no  good  reason 
for  assuming  Cod  went  out 
of  business  .  .  . 

— Haskell  MiUer 


/  While  some  members  are  dropping 
out,  others  “are  suppressing  their  mis¬ 
givings  and  maintaining  a  stance  of  de¬ 
termined  loyalty,  though  with  little 
enthusiasm  or  fervor." 

/  It  is  not  too  late  for  the  church  to 
correct  what  Dr.  Miller  calls  a  “drift 
into  an  unnecessarily  extreme  and  seri¬ 
ous  cultural  lag.” 

To  illustrate  that  lag,  he  pointed  to  the 
way  many  people  understand  Scripture. 

While  affirming  the  Bible  as  the  founda¬ 
tional  resource  of  faith,  he  said  it  must  be 
"reasonably  and  contextually  understood.” 

“There  is  no  good  reason  for  assuming 
that  God  went  out  of  business  when  the 
last  writer  of  the  scriptural  canon  laid 
down  his  pen,”  Dr.  Miller  said. 

Noting  that  many  of  today’s  moral  and 
ethical  issues  are  radically  different 
from  anything  known  to  people  in  bibli¬ 
cal  times,  Dr.  Miller  added: 

"With  the  faith  that  the  God  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  is  still  alive  and 
seeking  creative  interaction  with  his  hu¬ 
man  offspring,  the  church  can  provide 
far  better  assistance  than  it  is  presently 
giving  in  dealing  with  these  issues.” 

He  encouraged  the  church  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  use  the  Bible  and-  every  other  possi¬ 
ble  resource  “to  anchor  their  faith  in  a 
living  relationship  with  the  living  God.” 

To  do  that,  he  said  the  church  must  rec¬ 
ognize  that  the  "tough-mindedness  being 
generated  in  today’s  culture  requires 
something  other  than  intellectual  pap,  pi¬ 
ous  propaganda  or  unthinking  bibliolatry.” 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Youth.  First  United  Methodist 
Church  with  1175  members  in  city  of  18,000. 
Prefer  master's  of  Christian  education,  but 
will  consider  bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent 
in  experience.  We  are  looking  for  just  the  right 
person.  Salary  negotiable  in  regard  to  educa¬ 
tion  and/or  experience.  Multi-staff  environ¬ 
ment.  Send  resume/inquiries  to:  Dr  Steve 
McElroy.  Box  527.  Hereford.  TX  79045  (806) 
364-0770 

DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER  WANTED.  Tampa 
United  Methodist  Centers.  Minimum  3  years 
experience  with  demonstrable  results.  Resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  P.O  Box  5746.  Tampa. 
FL  33675-5746. 

WANT  TO  BUY  USED  HANDBELLS.  Call  Lee 
or  Shirley,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Cop¬ 
pell.  TX.  (214)  462-0471.  or  write:  P.O.  Box  286, 
Coppell.  TX  75019. 

HUNDREDS  OF  UNITED  METHODIST  youth 
professionals  have  been  actively  involved  as 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Youth  Work- 

ALASKA  CRUISE/TOUR.  17  days  from  $1699. 
S.S.  Universe  departing  Vancouver  July  28th. 
For  information,  contact:  Rev  Bruce  Mitchell, 
Trinity  UMC,  3200  Manatee  Avenue  West.  Bra¬ 
denton.  FL  34205.  Phone:  (813)  747-3704 

lion,  write  to:  Troy  Dunn.  P.O.  Box  6826,  San 
Antonio,  TX  78209. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  YOUTH  Ministries, 
Visitor  Orientation:  Dynamic  suburban  church. 
Housing  possible,  benefits  competitive.  Send 
resume,  salary  needs:  Good  Shepherd  United 
Methodist  Church.  9701  New  Hampshire  Ave¬ 
nue,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20903. 

available  Salary  $18,000.  negotiable,  depend¬ 
ing  on  experience.  Send  resumes  to:  Search 
Committee.  FUMC,  201  John  Wesley  Blvd.. 
Bossier  City.  LA  71112. 

CHURCHWORKS  WITH  CLERGY/TAX-88 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  TRINITY  UNITED 
■Methodist  Church  is  seeking  applicants  for  a 
full-time  experienced  Director  of  Children's 
Ministries.  Job  description  upon  request.  Re¬ 
sume  must  include  salary  requirements.  Send 
to:  Minister  of  Nurture.  607  Airport  Road. 
Huntsville,  A1  35802.  Send  application  in  by 
June  1.  1989. 

IBM  and  Apple  II  compatible  computers  (and 
others).  $40.00  Ppd.  Templates  work  with: 
AlphaWorks,  Appleworks,  DoReMe,  Eight-In- 
One,  First  Choice,  Microsoft  Works,  PC  Quin¬ 
tet,  etc.  ChurchWorks  includes:  attendance; 
contributions;  budgeting  and  accounting;  plan¬ 
ning,  goal  setting,  and  evaluation;  committee 
work,  music  and  worship;  church  school,  and 

LESS-THAN-FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Adult 
and  Senior  Ministries  needed  to  continue  and 
expand  highly  successful  program  in  2100- 
member  church.  Ideal  opportunity  for  retired 
pastor  to  supplement  income.  Position  avail¬ 
able  April  1,  1989.  Negotiable  package.  Con¬ 
tact:  Reverend  Bruce  Mitchell,  Trinity  UMC. 
3200  Manatee  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  FL 
34205  Phone: (813)747-3704. 

more.  Clergy/Tax-88  is  designed  especially  to 
help  clergy  with  1988  tax  returns.  Send  for  de¬ 
tails:  Software  Sharing  Ministries.  P.O  Box 
657,  Sitka.  AK  99835 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week. 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  POST  AVAILABLE 
(bi-lingual-  Spanish  and  English).  Wesley  Com¬ 
munity  Center.  Phoenix.  AZ.  Prior  experience 
required.  Send  letter  or  resume  to:  P.O.  Box 
3845.  Phoenix,  AZ  85030.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion  contact:  Kermit  Clark,  Sr..  (602)  839-5777. 
Salary  range  $30,000-$32.000  Applicant  dead¬ 
line  3/31/89. 

(704)  627-6067,627-9507. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
or  more),  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming.  $8  tickets.  New  grilled  bur¬ 
ger  cookout,  and  breakfast.  All  for  $23  each! 
Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

“glasnost"  would  be  if  the  Soviets  revise 
Article  52  of  their  constitution  to  allow 
Christians  to  propagate  their  views. 

“At  present,  the  article  gives  that 
right  only  to  atheists,”  he  said. 

Church  officials  could  have  a  vote  in 
the  formation  of  the  new  laws. 

Metropolitan  Peterim  is  one  of  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  church  officials  who  are  candidates 
for  the  Congress  of  People’s  Deputies  in  a 
field  that  includes  more  candidates  than 
positions.  That’s  considered  a  testament  to 
a  new  opening  for  religion. 

“There  is  no  longer  an  artificial  barri¬ 
er  separating  the  church  from  society,” 
the  metropolitan  said. 

The  “glasnost”  has  also  prompted 
frank  admissions  from  church  leaders 
about  the  need  for  Bibles,  liturgical 
books  and  other  Christian  literature. 

Demand  for  Bible  ‘limitless’ 

In  the  past,  official  Soviet  church  lead¬ 
ers  publicly  downplayed  needs.  Now  they 
are  saying  the  demand  for  Scriptures  is 
virtually  limitless. 

Metropolitan  Peterim  said  that  if  his 
publishing  house  had  resources  enough  to 
print  10  million  Bibles,  they  would  be 
snapped  up  almost  overnight. 

He  even  suggested  the  possibility  of 
genuine  commercial  agreements  with 
firms  in  the  West  to  meet  the  “endless 
needs"  of  Soviet  Christians. 

The  demand  for  Christian  literature 
has  increased  dramatically  in  the  past 
year,  in  large  part  because  1,006  Russian 
Orthodox  parishes  were  reopened  in  the 
past  14  months,  he  said. 

The  problems  caused  by  the  wholesale 
return  of  chfrch  buildings  is  consider¬ 
able,  the  Metropolitan  admitted. 

He  cited  maintenance  and  repair  costs, 
the  lack  of  priests,  major  renovation 
needs,  and  the  lack  of  books— especially 
instructional  materials  for  believers. 

Although  “glasnost”  has  meant  new¬ 
found  freedom  for  many  Soviet 
churches,  there  are  areas  it  hasn’t  yet 
reached,  said  some  observers. 

Dr.  Mark  Elliott,  director  of  Wheaton 
College’s  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Chris¬ 


tianity  and  Marxism,  said  his  sources  say 
most  Soviet  local  authorities  “do  not 
have  the  spirit  of  ‘glasnost.’  ” 

Rural  areas  left  behind 

“Away  from  the  cities  where  tourists 
can  visit,  conditions  have  changed  very 
little  for  Christians,"  he  said. 

A  Soviet  Lutheran  bishop,  Harald  Kal- 
nins,  has  been  quoted  as  saying  that  in 
his  travels  through  the  Baltic,  he  still 
meets  Christians  who  fear  reprisals. 

And  News  Network  International,  a  Cal¬ 
ifornia-based  news  agency,  recently  re¬ 
ported  Baptist  gatherings  in  Kiev  were 
disrupted  by  city  authorities. 

Dr.  Hill,  who  alerted  the  world  to  the 
plight  of  seven  Siberian  Pentecostals  in 
the  early  1980s,  said  he  has  firsthand  re¬ 
ports  that  the  KGB  [secret  police]  has  re¬ 
sumed  fining  pastors  for  holding 
unregistered  church  services. 

The  Rev.  Michael  Roshak  of  the  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church  in  America,  a  staff  official 
with  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
said  that  even  if  the  laws  restricting  Chris¬ 
tians  were  wiped  off  the  books— in  fact  as 
well  as  in  practice— it  would  still  take 
years  before  there  was  "some  respectabil¬ 
ity  for  belief”  in  the  Soviet  Union.  reporter  staff  photo  by  glen  larum 

I  don’t  think  you  will  be  able  to  hear  MOSCOW— The  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  chief  executive  of  the  National  Coun- 
the  applause  of  believers  for  another  cil  of  Churches,  clasps  hands  with  Metropolitan  Philaret  of  Moscow  during 
generation,”  he  said.  recent  talks  between  American  and  Soviet  church  leaders. 

U.S .  letters  cheer  injured  children 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

YEREVAN,  Armenia  — American 
school  children  sent  a  special  gift  to  Ar¬ 
menian  youngsters  injured  in  the  Dec.  7 
earthquake: 

Their  heartfelt  sympathy. 

A  thick  stack  of  letters  from  grade 
school  students  at  the  Tri-City  elemen¬ 
tary  in  Myrtle  Creek,  Ore.,  was  given  to 
children  being  treated  at  the  Fourth 
Children’s  Hospital  in  Yerevan. 

“All  the  letters  started,  ‘Dear  Armenian 
People,  I  am  sorry  about  the  earthquake. 
My  name  is . . . said  Kenlynn  Schroeder, 


who  heads  up  disaster  response  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

She  said  she  gave  the  first  of  the  let¬ 
ters  to  a  10-year-old  Armenian  girl. 

Word  quickly  spread  throughout  the 
hospital  ward,  and  soon  "children  came 
on  crutches  and  in  wheelchairs,  all  the 
children  who  were  in  the  earthquake,” 
said  Ms.  Schroeder,  a  United  Methodist. 

A  National  Council  of  Churches  dele¬ 
gation  visiting  Armenia  (see  UMR, 
March  10)  toured  the  hospital,  which  is 
caring  for  the  last  35  of  nearly  500  chil¬ 
dren  treated  there. 

A  hospital  official  said  that  doctors  and 


nurses  worked  furiously  during  the  first 
days  after  the  earthquake  to  treat  the  in¬ 
jured  children.  Many  of  the  most  badly 
hurt  children  were  transferred  to  other  hos¬ 
pitals,  she  said,  including  U.S.  facilities. 

Many  of  those  killed  in  the  earthquake 
were  children,  including  an  estimated 
1,800  at  one  school. 

Armenian  officials  said  thousands  of  the 
injured  will  have  permanent  handicaps. 

One  8-year-old  boy  in  a  wheelchair  had 
the  left  leg  of  his  gray  sweatsuit  fastened 
Carefully  above  the  knee.  He  had  spent  a 
day  and  a  half  pinned  under  the  col¬ 
lapsed  ceiling  of  his  school. 
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ORLANDO,  Fla.— The  Rev.  Moses  Dillard  plays  for  Forum  ’89,  a  recent 
gathering  of  United  Methodist  adult  leaders  of  youth.  Mr.  Dillard,  a  nation¬ 
ally  known  musician,  gave  up  a  lucrative  career  to  become  a  National  Bap¬ 
tist  minister.  He  is  associate  pastor  at  Edgehill  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Nashville. 


A  new  Moses  leads 


prisoners  to  God 


By  RAY  WADDLE 
Religious  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  Rev.  Moses  Dil¬ 
lard,  a  nationally  known  musician  and 
friend  of  Jesse  Jackson,  gets  an  educa¬ 
tion  in  humility  every  Monday. 

Once  a  week,  he  descends  into  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  State  Penitentiary  to  lead  an  in¬ 
mate  gospel  choir,  part  of  a  ministry 
that  has  meant  forsaking  a  lucrative 
full-time  music  career  to  make  good  his 
promise  to  God  to  “have  solidarity  with 
the  down  and  out.” 

"Whenever  I  go  there.  I’m  reminded 
that  the  founder  of  Christianity  was  a 
condemned  criminal  who  did  time  on 
death  row,"  said  Mr.  Dillard,  a  National 
Baptist  minister  who  is  assistant  pastor 
of  Edgehill  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Nashville. 

"This  prison  is  where  I  had  my  real  con¬ 
version,  the  humbling  experience  of  realiz¬ 
ing  that  living  out  my  faith  means  being  in 
close  proximity  to  those  on  the  margins.” 

The  "humbling  education”  is  provided 
by  a  small  group  of  black  inmates  now 
known  as  the  New  Faith  Singers. 

In  1987,  at  the  urging  of  the  prison  chap¬ 
lains,  Mr.  Dillard  took  a  dozen  unruly  in¬ 
mates  and  molded  them  into  a  disciplined 
gospel  ensemble  that  gives  periodic  con¬ 
certs  to  the  prison  population. 

He  said  he  hopes  the  group  will  eventu¬ 
ally  record  an  album,  tour  public  schools 
to  witness  to  Christ  and  explode  the  myth 
that  inmates  are  less  than  human. 

“At  first,  organizing  the  group  was  un¬ 
holy  hell,”  Mr.  Dillard  recalled  with  his 
deep  laugh.  "They  bickered.  They  weren’t 
used  to  cooperation.  And  they  were 
checking  me  out  too,  seeing  if  I  were  gen¬ 
uine.  Nine  weeks  later  we  were  praying 
together,  holding  hands  and  singing. 

"Our  weekly  Bible  study  has  become 
as  big  a  part  of  it  as  the  singing.  I 
learned  that  my  salvation  is  inextricably 


linked  with  these  guys.  When  they’re 
locked  up,  a  part  of  me  is  locked  up.” 

The  feeling  is  evidently  mutual  with 
the  singer/inmates. 

“He’s  made  impact  on  all  our  lives," 
said  baritone  Dennis  McMillan,  34,  who  is 
serving  a  life  sentence  for  armed  robbery. 
“There’s  no  barriers  with  him.  He’s  a  man 
of  power  who  made  God’s  spirit  move  in 
me.  God  sent  that  brother  to  us.” 

Mr.  Dillard,  42,  quips  that  the  prison 
ministry  "is  the  only  gig  in  my  life  I  didn’t 
volunteer  for.”  He  said  he  owes  a  debt  to 
God  for  pulling  him  out  of  a  deep  depres¬ 
sion  he  dug  himself  into  in  1979  after  years 
of  a  “jetset,  workaholic  life  of  music  and 
drugs." 

A  career  as  a  composer,  performer  and 
producer  left  Mr.  Dillard  weary  of  the 
pace  and  the  drugs  that  characterized 
even  the  gospel  music  scene.  He  entered 
American  Baptist  College,  where  he  was 
ordained  a  National  Baptist  minister  be¬ 
fore  graduating  in  1986. 

"The  transformation  for  me  came  in 
November  1982,  when  I  heard  Kelly  Miller 
Smith  preach  at  the  college,”  Mr.  Dillard 
said  of  the  late  civil-rights  organizer. 

“He  told  us  that  Jesus  was  on  the  side  of 
the  oppressed,  that  Jesus  hung  out  with  the 
left  out.  It’s  there  in  the  Bible.  I  didn’t 
even  know  I  was  oppressed.” 

Out  of  the  field  training  at  the  prison 
and  in  Edgehill  area  housing  projects— 
part  of  his  theological  education  at  Van¬ 
derbilt  University— Mr.  Dillard  found  a 
bond  with  Edgehill  United  Methodist 
Church.  Almost  inevitably,  he  chose  to 
associate  himself  with  what  is  probably 
the  city’s  most  racially  and  economical¬ 
ly  inclusive  church. 

Currently,  Mr.  Dillard  is  recording  his 
own  renditions  of  several  gospels  and 
spirituals  and  remains  a  partner  with 
Loretta  Lynn  in  a  music  publishing  com¬ 
pany  developing  black  talent. 


UM  tour  hears  plight 
of  Palestine’s  Christians 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

JERUSALEM— “Hundreds  of  people 
come  in  and  out  of  the  Holy  Land.  They 
say  they  want  to  walk  where  Jesus 
walked,  but  they  do  not  realize  that  Je¬ 
sus  is  walking  through  this  land  today  as 
devoted  Christians  minister  among  the 
poor  and  oppressed." 

The  speaker  was  United  Methodist 
Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area). 
He  noted  that  general  knowledge  of 
Christian  service  in  the  area  is  poor. 

To  help  change  that  situation,  he  and 
13  other  United  Methodists  recently  vis¬ 
ited  Israel.  The  group  met  with  Palestin¬ 
ian  Christians  and  toured  projects 
supported  by  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief. 

The  committee  contributes  to  relief 
and  community  service  projects  in  the 
Middle  East,  mostly  through  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Christian  Committee  and  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  Council  of  Churches. 

The  church’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  to  send  its  first  missionary 
to  Jerusalem  this  summer. 

An  estimated  30  percent  of  Palestin¬ 
ians  living  in  Jerusalem,  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza  Strip  are  Christians  who  can 
trace  their  roots  back  hundreds  of  years. 

Arab  Christians  “feel  neglected  ...  ig¬ 
nored,  especially  by  the  church  outside,” 
the  Rev.  Bishara  Awad.  founder  and  di¬ 
rector  of  Bethlehem  Bible  College,  told 
the  UM  group. 

Mr.  Awad  reminded  the  visitors  that 
the  Palestinian  church  and  Palestinian 
people  are  under  Israeli  control. 

“The  church  is  suffering  along  with 
the  rest  of  the  Arabs,"  he  said. 

Canon  Naim  Atiik  of  St.  George’s  Ca¬ 
thedral  in  Jerusalem  explained  that 
most  Palestinian  Christians  think  West¬ 
ern  Christians  support  only  Israel  be¬ 
cause  of  the  relationship  of  certain  U.S. 
fundamentalist  groups  with  that  country. 

He  said  the  Western  church  “has  not 
played  a  significant  role  in  the  justice  is¬ 
sue"  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  Rev.  George  D.  McClain,  execu- 

Northeastern 
plan  for  10th 

A  plan  to  create  a  10th  episcopal  area 
in  United  Methodism’s  Northeastern  Ju¬ 
risdiction  has  been  approved  by  the  re¬ 
gion's  bishops,  said  Bishop  Joseph  H. 
Yeakel  (Washington  Area). 

The  action  makes  use  of  a  “loophole” 
in  a  church  law.  That  loophole  allows  the 
division  of  an  episcopal  area  (official 
name  of  an  administrative  area  overseen 
by  a  bishop)  if  it  contains  two  annual 
conferences  with  more  than  125,000 
members  in  each  (see  UMR,  Sept.  30). 

The  plan  is  to  be  explained  to  a  special 
session  of  the  jurisdiction's  legislative 
body  in  July  1990  and  could  go  into  effect 
Sept.  1. 1990. 

Key  elements  of  the  plan: 

•  Put  the  Central  Pennsylvania  (192,000 
members)  and  Baltimore  (236,000  mem¬ 
bers)  annual  conferences  into  a  single  epis- 
copal  area,  then  divide  it  into  two 
one-conference  areas.  A  new  Washington 
Area  would  contain  only  the  Baltimore 
conference.  The  current  Washington  Area 
includes  the  Baltimore  and  Peninsula  con¬ 
ferences.  The  Central  Pennsylvania  con¬ 
ference  is  now  in  the  Harrisburg  Area. 

•  Realign  the  Troy  (northeastern  New 


tive  secretary  of  the  unofficial  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action,  said  partic¬ 
ipating  in  the  trip  made  him  “constantly 
aware  of  the  profound  connections  be¬ 
tween  teachings  of  Jesus  and  the  proph¬ 
ets  about  justice  and  the  issue  of 
present-day  Israeli  military  occupation 
of  Palestinian  territories.” 

A  .resolution  adopted  by  the  church’s 
highest  legislative  body,  the  1988  General 
Conference,  stated  that  Israel’s  “current 
iron-fist  policy,  which  results  in  violence 
against  Palestinian  civilians,  is  totally  un¬ 
acceptable  as  civilized  behavior." 

The  recent  14-person  tour  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  relief  committee  and  the  de- 
nomination’s  New  York  Annual 
Conference. 

Tour  learns 
Mideast  facts 

Facts  learned  by  a  14-member 
United  Methodist  group  during  recent 
Israel  tour: 

•/  Before  1948,  the  occupied  terri¬ 
tories— the  Gaza  Strip  and  the  West 
Bank— were  part  of  Palestine. 

y  As  a  result  of  the  first  Arab-Is- 
raeli  war  and  proclamation  of  the 
state  of  Israel  in  1948,  Gaza  fell  under 
temporary  control  of  Egypt. 

y  Israel  captured  the  Gaza  Strip 
in  the  1967  Arab-Israeli  war. 

y  The  United  Nations  Relief  and 
Works  Agency  began  relief  operations 
in  the  Gaza  Strip  in  1950  with  about 
200,000  Palestinian  refugees.  Total  as 
of  Feb.  1:  464,215. 

y  Through  mostly  non-violent  re¬ 
sistance  such  as  general  strikes  by 
Palestinian  shops,  businesses  and  la¬ 
borers,  the  population  has  pushed  for 
Israeli  withdrawal  from  the  occupied 
territories  and  establishment  of  a 
Palestinian  state. 

-LINDA  BLOOM 

bishops  OK 
episcopal  area 

York  and  Vermont)  and  Wyoming  (south 
central  iNew  YorK  anu  nonneastern 
Pennsylvania)  conferences  to  form  a 
new  episcopal  area  with  the  bishop's  res¬ 
idence  in  Albany,  N.Y. 

•  Realign  the  Puerto  Rico  conference 
with  the  New  York  conference,  the  natu¬ 
ral  port  of  entry  for  Puerto  Rican  immi¬ 
grants  into  the  United  States,  within  the 
New  York  Area.  The  Puerto  Rico  confer¬ 
ence  is  now  in  the  Philadelphia  Area. 

•  Put  the  Peninsula  (98,000)  and  East¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  (152,000)  conferences 
into  the  Philadelphia  Area. 

Bishop  Yeakel,  who  electrified  last  sum¬ 
mer's  Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence  when  he  unveiled  the  proposal,  said 
the  jurisdiction's  College  of  Bishops  is  rec¬ 
ommending  activating  a  retired  bishop  for 
an  abbreviated  two-year  term  rather  than 
holding  a  special  election  in  1990. 

Supporters  of  the  plan  praise  it  for 
placing  a  bishop  in  the  New  York  state 
capital  and  allowing  the  Washington 
Area  bishop  to  focus  on  many  key  nation¬ 
al  issues  and  cultivate  personal  contacts 
with  the  nation's  lawmakers. 

-GLEN  LARUM 
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‘Merry  Christians’  celebrate 
Easter  with  'holy  humor’ 

KALAMAZOO,  Mich  — Easter  is  God’s 
great  practical  joke  on  Satan— raising 
Jesus  from  the  dead,  members  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Merry  Christians  claim. 

The  ecumenical  group  is  again  plan¬ 
ning  Easter  Monday  celebrations  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  occasion. 

Traditionally.  Roman  Catholics,  Or¬ 
thodox  and  Protestants  went  to  church 
on  Easter  Monday  "to  frolic,  tell  clean 
jokes,  play  merry  pranks  on  one  another, 
sing  and  dance,  and  have  a  lot  of  fun,” 
said  Cal  Samra,  editor  of  the  fellowship’s 
newsletter. 

His  10,000-member  organization— 15 
percent  of  whom  are  United  Methodists— 
intends  to  restore  that  tradition,  said  Mr. 
Samra,  an  Eastern  Orthodox  layman.  He 
urges  pastors  to  focus  on  Christianity’s 
rich  tradition  of  humor  during  Holy  Hu¬ 
mor  Season  — March  27-May  1. 

Christian  family  group 
calls  for  Pepsi  boycott 

TUPELO,  Miss  — Pepsi  is  the  target  of 
new  boycott  by  a  Christian  family  group. 

The  American  Family  Association  is 
asking  people  not  to  drink  Pepsi  for  one 
year  to  protest  a  rock  music  video  star¬ 
ring  Madonna.  In  the  video  the  singer  is 
shown  in  a  scene  suggesting  she  has  sex¬ 
ual  intercourse  with  a  priest. 

Pepsi  has  refused  a  request  that  it  can¬ 
cel  a  $5  million  advertising  contract  with 
the  singer,  said  the  Rev.  Donald  Wild- 
mon,  head  of  the  association. 

Mr.  Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist, 
charged  that  Madonna  has  a  history  of 
misusing  Christian  symbolism,  and  said 
that  Pepsi  knew  of  her  background  when 
it  signed  her  to  the  contract  to  promote 
their  drink. 

Students,  campus  ministers 
to  train  new  church  leaders 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-College  stu¬ 
dents  and  campus  ministers  are  to  play 
key  roles  in  a  United  Methodist  Church 
project  to  develop  Christian  leaders. 

The  first  Student  Leadership  Develop¬ 
ment  Forum— set  for  May  20-23  at  Un¬ 
related  Millsaps  College  in  Jackson, 
Miss  — is  to  focus  on  leadership  skills 
training  and  Bible  study. 

Students  are  also  to  hone  ideas  about 
theology  and  social  justice  and  take  part 
in  ecumenical  projects.  As  many  as  200 
students  from  the  United  States  and 
Puerto  Rico  are  expected,  planners  said. 

Hispanic  population  presents 
greatest  challenge  to  UMC 

DALLAS  (UMNS)— Organizers  of  the 
National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  say  the 
greatest  challenge— and  greatest  poten¬ 
tial— for  the  church  is  proclaiming  the 
Gospel  to  the  growing  the  U.S.  Hispanic 
population. 

That  group  is  expanding  at  a  rate  five 
times  that  of  the  total  U.S.  population, 
they  said. 

The  31-member  UM  committee  is  to 
review  and  evaluate  Hispanic  ministries, 
focusing  on  evangelism,  congregational 
development  and  social  justice.  Its  next 
meeting  will  be  Sept.  24-26  in  Chicago. 

Youth  agency  seeks  adults 
to  review  mission  projects 

NASHVILLE-The  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  is  seeking  two 
adults  to  serve  two  years  on  the  project 
review  committee  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Service  Fund.  The  committee 
evaluates  applications  and  selects  proj¬ 
ects  to  receive  money  from  the  fund. 

Applications  may  be  obtained  by  writ¬ 
ing  Angela  Gay  Kinkead,  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

Layman  John  Shettle  named 
North  Indiana  administrator 

INDIANAPOLIS— John  T.  Shettle  is  to 
leave  a  34-year  career  in  state  govern¬ 
ment  this  spring  to  become  the  top  ad¬ 
ministrator  for  the  North  Indiana  Annual 
Conference,  based  in  Marion,  Ind. 

Mr  Shettle,  former  head  of  the  Indiana 
State  Police,  is  believed  to  be  the  only 
layman  to  fill  such  a  post.  Three  confer¬ 
ences— Northern  Illinois,  Maine  and 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary— have  lay- 
women  in  the  top  administrative  position. 
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ARE  YOU  PASTOR, 
COUNSELOR, 
TEACHER  OF  ETHICS? 

Knowledge  of  Bio- medical  progress 
and  problems  is  indispensable 
today.  Spend  a  week  of  learning  at 
the  world’s  foremost  medical  center 

June  5  -  9,  1989 

Leading  experts  in  medicine,  ethics 
and  theology  discuss  issues  of 
health  and  illness,  life  and  death. 

Fee:  $200.  Fine  accommodations  at 
modest  cost.  C.E.U.  credits. 

Write  or  phone  for  prospectus. 

Dr.  J  Robert  Nelson,  Director. 


n 


The  Institute 
of  Religion 

Texas  Medical  Center 
P  O.  Box  20569 
Houston,  Tx  77225 
(713)797-0600 


Clergy  retirements 
could  empty  pulpits 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


WINTER  HAVEN,  Fla.— Trumpeters  (from  left)  Jim  Sheldrake,  Dan  Strnad  and  Jim  Traviss  accompany  the 
Chancel  Choir  of  St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  "How  Firm  a  Foundation."  Music  is  one  part  of  the 


church's  multifaceted  ministry.  That  ministry  seeks  to  emphasize  "Christian  wholeness”  among  its  members  and 
others  it  serves,  said  the  Rev.  John  F.  Few,  St.  John’s  pastor. 

St.  John’s  UMC  reaps  growth 
by  cultivating  mission  projects 

A 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

WINTER  HAVEN.  Fla.— “You  are 
now  entering  the  mission  field.” 

That’s  on  the  signs  over  the  exits  of  St. 
John’s  United  Methodist  Church. 

Members  of  the  congregation  say  that 
emphasis  has  made  a  big  difference  at 
St.  John’s  over  the  past  five  years. 

Consider:  St.  John’s  membership  went 
from  1,436  to  1,676  between  1984  and  1988. 
One-third  of  the  additions  resulted  from 
affirmation  or  re-affirmation  of  faith,  said 
the  Rev.  John  F.  Few,  senior  minister. 

Average  worship  attendance  is  700, 
swelling  to  1,000  between  November  and 
April,  when  many  retirees  spend  the  win¬ 
ter  in  the  central  Florida  town. 

The  Sunday  school  has  more  than  700 
members.  Attendance  averages  nearly 
400. 

The  growth  of  the  Sunday  school  over 
the  past  five  years  forced  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  build  a  new  education  and  recrea¬ 
tion  wing,  dedicated  in  May  1988 

"We  were  using  offices,  the  choir  loft, 
every  place  for  Sunday  school,”  said  Dr 
Few.  "We  have  14  adult  classes  alone.” 

Dr.  Few  and  leaders  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  agree  that  St.  John’s  “mission-mind- 
edness”  has  made  its  success. 

Cornerstone  of  St.  John’s  outreach  is 
"Efforts  for  Others,”  the  church’s  mis¬ 
sion  program.  It’s  funded  by  "dime-a- 
day"  donations  over  and  above  the 
regular  church  budget.  The  church  sup¬ 
ports  five  missionaries  overseas. 

Short-term  assignments  have  taken  St. 
John's  work  teams  to  Puerto  Rico,  Ja¬ 
maica,  Haiti,  Barbados,  Eleuthra  and  the 
Dominician  Republic. 

A  1988  trip  to  Belize  resulted  in  a  new 
school  in  that  South  American  country 
and  a  new  life  for  one  young  man  there, 
said  the  Rev  H.  Burnham  Kirkland,  St. 
John’s  minister  of  visitation. 

"One  of  our  work  teams  found  a  seri¬ 
ously  crippled  12-year-old  boy  while  they 
were  in  Belize,”  Mr.  Kirkland  said.  "We 
paid  for  his  expenses  to  come  for  treat¬ 
ment  at  the  Shriners  Crippled  Children’s 
Hospital  in  Tampa.” 

Each  summer  a  group  of  teen-agers 
goes  to  Tennessee  to  serve  as  day  camp 
counselors  for  Appalachian  youths  and 
on  work  teams  that  assist  Appalachian 
families. 

The  attitude  of  putting  others  first  also 
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is  much  in  evidence  at  home: 

/  The  150-member  United  Methodist 
Women's  unit  raises  money  beyond  its  reg¬ 
ular  pledge  goal  for  local  mission  efforts. 

/  The  congregation’s  Hispanic  minis¬ 
try  supports  mission  churches  in  two 
nearby  communities;  holds  an  annual 
Christmas  party,  including  gifts  of  food, 
toys  and  clothing,  for  the  children  of  mi¬ 
grant  farm-worker  families;  and  tutors 
migrant  farm  workers  in  English. 

✓  A  work  team  built  a  new  outdoor 
picnic  area  for  the  United  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  in  nearby  Enterprise,  Fla. 

S  Church  members  volunteer  regu¬ 
larly  with  local  chapters  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Red  Cross,  Habitat  for  Humanity, 
Meals  on  Wheels  and  hospital  auxiliaries. 

"Everything  we  do  is  in  a  Christian 
context,"  said  A1  Hammer,  director  of 
leisure  ministries.  “We  start  men’s  bas¬ 
ketball  with  prayer.  We  open  the  gym 
with  prayer.  Church  attendance  is  re¬ 
quired  for  participation  in  our  sports 
league.  Otherwise,  we’d  be  no  different 
from  the  community  center.” 

The  many  activities  are  a  ready-made 
evangelism  program,  Mr.  Hammer  said. 
They  provide  ways  to  involve  people  of 
nearly  every  age  and  interest  in  the  life 
of  the  church. 

All  that  activity,  Dr.  Few  pointed  out 
in  a  recent  sermon,  has  as  its  center 
faithfulness  to  the  teaching  of  Christ. 

"Our  Efforts  for  Others’  is  a  peace¬ 
making  activity,”  Dr.  Few  told  the  con¬ 
gregation.  "We  seek  peace  at  God’s 
price.  And  we  constantly  test  our  image 
of  ourselves  against  the  image  of  God  in 
Jesus  Christ.” 

"The  Church  Aflame"  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically, 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  financial  obligations  and 
offering  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities.  To  nominate  a  church 
write  "Church  Aflame,"  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


lankkt  J 

II  1  wwr  r  4 
WINTER  HAVEN,  Fla. -The 
’’mission-mindedness”  of  St.  John’s 
United  Methodist  Church  is  shown 
by  this  sign,  one  of  many  such  dis¬ 
plays  around  the  narthex  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  Florida  church. 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

NASHVILLE— Your  United  Methodist 
congregation  may  find  it  harder  to  get  a 
pastor  in  the  future. 

That’s  because  ordained  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers,  like  the  church  members 
they  serve,  are  retiring  at  a  rate  faster 
than  they  are  being  replaced  by  younger 
people,  according  to  statistics  from  the 
church's  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

That  warning  was  given  to  the  divi¬ 
sion’s  elected  directors  by  staff  members 
and  consultants  during  a  Feb.  28-March  2 
meeting.  The  unit  is  part  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Shortages  of  United  Methodist  pastors 
could  occur  if  the  disparity  between  re¬ 
tirement  rates  and  ordination  rates  con¬ 
tinues,  their  report  said. 

In  addition,  the  influx  of  over-35  "sec¬ 
ond  career”  clergywomen  and  clergy¬ 
men  has  raised  the  average  age  of 
United  Methodist  pastors,  thus  shorten¬ 
ing  their  tenures  in  pulpits,  staff  and 
consultants  said. 

In  response  to  these  conditions,  divi¬ 
sion  directors  agreed  that  recruitment  of 
youths  and  young  adults  as  clergy  candi¬ 
dates  must  become  a  top  priority. 

The  first  step  in  that  recruitment 
drive  is  to  be  a  national  symposium  in 
1990  to  attract  and  cultivate  high  school 
and  college  students  considering  or¬ 
dained  ministry. 

In  other  action,  the  division: 

•  Heard  a  report  on  a  congregational 
development  academy  that  has  a  goal  of 
starting  21  new  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  during  the  next  year. 

•  Gave  $25,000  toward  anti-racism 

‘Klimbfor  Kids 9 
fund  raiser  tops 
first  4 summit 9 

WEBSTER  GROVES,  Mo. -When  Kirk 
Weaver  braved  heavy  January  snows, 
avalanches  and  treacherous  ice  en  route 
to  the  top  of  New  Zealand’s  Mount  Cook, 
it  was  just  the  first  of  two  “summits.” 

The  veteran  climber  made  the  diffi¬ 
cult  four-day  ascent  as  part  of  a  $100,000 
fund-raising  effort  for  United  Methodist- 
related  Epworth  Children’s  Home,  which 
cares  for  abused  and  homeless  children 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  6).  The  fund-raising  goal 
is  his  "second  summit,”  said  Mr.  Weaver. 

He  said  that  he  has  received  more  than 
$45,000  in  gifts  and  pledges  as  a  result  of 
his  "Klimb  for  Kids.”  All  funds  raised 
will  go  to  the  Home,  said  a  representa¬ 
tive,  who  added  that  Mr.  Weaver  and  his 
climbing  companion  paid  their  own  ex¬ 
penses. 


courses  for  bishops,  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  general  agency  and  conference 
personnel  and  seminary  faculty,  to  be 
conducted  churchwide  in  1990-92. 

•Discussed  the  further  development 
of  a  guide  for  conference  boards  of  or¬ 
dained  ministry  confronted  with  “inef¬ 
fective”  pastors  on  how  to  help  the 
pastor  improve  or  how  to  counsel  him  or 
her  on  a  career  change. 

The  division's  next  meeting  is  in  Octo¬ 
ber. 

Hospital 

chaplain 

honored 

Compiled  from  News  and  Staff  Reports 

ST.  LOUIS— Should  you  or  someone 
you  love  have  to  go  to  a  hospital,  having 
a  chaplain  like  the  Rev.  Julian  L.  Byrd 
could  ease  soul  as  well  as  body. 

Mr  Byrd  was  named  chaplain  of  the 
year  March  12  by  the  United  Methodist 
ygj  Health  and  Welfare 
Association  at  its  an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  St. 
Louis. 

Mr.  Byrd  is  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  who  manages 
pastoral  services  and 
education  at  Hous¬ 
ton’s  Methodist  Hos- 

__  _  pital,  which  is 

Rev.  Julian  Byrd  related  to  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

His  recent  efforts  at  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  cap  a  30-year  career  in  clinical  pasto¬ 
ral  care. 

Within  16  months  of  joining  Methodist 
Hospital,  Mr.  Byrd  had: 

/  Built  the  pastoral  care  department 
from  three  ministers  to  a  full-time  ecu¬ 
menical  staff  of  10  chaplains. 

/  Augmented  the  full-time  staff  with 
a  class  of  six  intern  chaplains. 

•/  Accredited  the  intern  program 
through  the  Association  for  Clinical  and 
Pastoral  Education. 

/  Assigned  the  chaplains  to  various 
hospital  units  to  serve  as  spiritual  advis¬ 
ers  to  both  patients  and  hospital  staff. 

In  an  Oct.  28  UMR  story  on  the  chap¬ 
lains’  program,  Mr.  Byrd  said:  “I  view  ev¬ 
ery  Christian  in  this  hospital  as  having  a 
tremendous  opportunity  to  witness  to 
their  faith  and  minister  to  others.  Our  job 
as  chaplains  is  to  help  them  learn  how  to 
do  that  consciously  and  deliberately.” 

-CYNTHIA  B  ASTLE 


Gifts  help  to  provide  water 9 
training  for  people  of  Chad 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  helping  women 
and  children  in  Chad  through  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church,  the  de¬ 
nomination's  program  of  designated, 
second-mile  giving 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  supports  a  project  in  the  African 
desert  country  to  improve  health  and  ag¬ 
ricultural  conditions.  Only  7  percent  of  the 
land  in  Chad  can  sustain  agriculture. 

The  program  is  designed  to  serve 
some  3,000  people— mostly  women  and 
young  children— in  villages  north  and 
south  of  N'Djamena,  Chad’s  capital  city. 

With  Advance  Special  gifts,  project  of¬ 
ficials  hope  to  accomplish  several  goals: 

/  Train  at  least  30  percent  of  village 
women  in  oral  rehydration  therapy. 

/  Build  four  major  community  wells 
by  1991 

/  Establish  village-level  committees 
to  improve  cooperation  between  the  pub¬ 
lic  health-care  system  and  local  people 
That  will  ensure  vaccination  programs, 
improved  nutrition  and  motivation  to  use 
clean  water 

/  Introduce  short-cycle  and  alterna¬ 
tive  crops  to  the  farmers,  as  well  as  seed 
banks  and  water-harvesting  techniques 
in  six  villages 

The  project  addresses  three  basic 
problems: 

Lack  of  potable  water:  Many  villagers 


Partnership 
in  Missions 

/OUNCE 

No  gift  too  small 

must  walk  several  kilometers  in  search 
of  clean  water  or  use  stagnant,  dirty 
pond  water.  In  some  areas,  pumps  have 
been  installed.  These  break  easily  and 
are  difficult  to  maintain. 

With  little  clean  water,  there  is  a  high 
child  mortality  rate.  Children  have  died 
from  water-borne  diseases  such  as  ex¬ 
treme  diarrhea,  guinea  worm,  liver  fluke 
and  schistomiasis. 

Little  farm  income:  Income  is  heavily 
dependent  on  agricultural  production  and 
marketing.  A  surplus  of  food  supplies  in 
Chad  has  forced  market  prices  so  low  that 
farmers  cannot  afford  to  sell  their  crops. 

Lack  of  trained  people:  Another  con¬ 
cern  is  the  lack  of  people  at  the  grass¬ 
roots  level  who  are  trained  and 
experienced  in  new  agricultural  technol¬ 
ogies  for  community  development. 

As  the  water  and  income  projects  are 
accomplished,  local  people  learn  new 
technologies  and  can  apply  them  to  other 
areas  of  community  development 

Gifts  to  support  the  "Women,  Infants 
Health  Project”  can  be  sent  via  confer¬ 
ence  treasurers  and  designated  for  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  No.  1 13100-4. 


ft  We  must  have  your  help  if  freedom  and  justice  are  to  survive 
in  South  Africa.  This  crisis  is  real!  South  Africa  stands  on  the 
brink  of  a  terrible  blood  bath.  All  other  groups  have  been  banned 
and  exiled — only  the  churches  are  left.  The  struggle  is  on,  but 
we  can’t  do  it  alone.  $$ 


REV.  ALLAN  BOESAK 

PtmMmI  il  On  WtrM  Allium  si  Rdonrad  ClMrtJm 


ANNOUNCING:  A  CALL  TO  ACTION 


from 


MAY  26 


JUNE  1-15 


MAY  14  -  JUNE  17 


PENTECOST  SUNDAY:  Local  churches  begin  focus  on  South  Africa  in  worship 
services  and  at  vigils  following  worship.  Study,  prayer,  and  action  initiated  in 
communities  nationwide. 

DAY  OF  FASTING  AND  PRAYER:  Join  the  Historic  Black  Churches  in  calling  for  a 
renewed  struggle  to  end  apartheid. 

NATIONAL  SPEAKING  TOURS:  North  American  and  South  -African  church  leaders 
preach  to  mobilize  for  action. 

SOWETO  DAYS  — Commemoration  of  the  June  16,  1976  massacre  in  the  township  of  Soweto. 

FRIDAY  LOBBY  DAY:  Delegations  will  be  sent  to  senatorial  offices  locally  and  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  urge  the  immediate  passage  of  sanctions  legislation.  Friday 
evening  ecumenical  worship  service  and  preparation  for  Saturday’s  events  with  Rev. 
Allan  Boesak. 

SATURDAY  WITNESS  AND  ACTION:  Major  noontime  service/rally  at  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Monument  featuring  Rev.  Allan  Boesak  and  many  others,  including  entertainers. 
The  service  will  be  followed  by  a  march  to  the  White  House  calling  for  an  end  to  U.S. 
support  of  apartheid,  A  demonstration  of  solidarity  with  apartheid’s  victims  will 
include  the  option  of  nonviolent  civil  disobedience. 


STAND  FOR  TRUTH:  UNTIL  SOUTH  AFRICA  IS  FREE 

SPONSOR:  The  South  Africa  Crisis  Coordinating  Committee  (partial  list,  includes  representatives  from):  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church;  American  Baptist  Churches;  American  Committee  on  Africa;  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ);  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Church  Women  United,  Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned;  Episcopal  Church;  Evangelicals  for  Social  Action;  Evangelical  Luther¬ 
an  Church  in  America;  Interlaith  Center  for  Corporate  Responsibility;  National  Baptist  Convention  (USA);  National  Baptist  Convention  of  America:  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches.  National  House  of  the  Lord  Church;  Progressive  National  Baptist  Convention.  Presbyterian  Church  USA;  Sojourners;  U  S. 
Catholic  Conference.  United  Church  of  Christ.  United  Methodist  Church;  Washington  Office  on  Africa,  World  Council  of  Churches.  U.S.  Office.  Partici¬ 
pation  In  this  committee  does  not  Indicate  denominational  endorsement. 

For  more  information  contact:  United  Methodist  Office  for  the  United  Nations 
777  United  Nations  Plaza,  New  York,  NY  10017 
_ (212)  682  3633 
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Let  It  Be  Easter 


If  you  wish  to  choose  a  time  to  celebrate  the  ultimate  meaning  of  the 
Christian  faith  — 

Let  it  be  the  Easter  season! 

If  you  are  discouraged  and  seek  a  word  of  hope  — 

Let  it  be  the  Easter  season! 

If  you  feel  especially  joyous  and  thankful  for  God’s  presence  in  your  life  and 
are  looking  for  a  channel  through  which  to  express  your  joy  — 

Let  it  be  the  Easter  season! 

If  you  have  experienced  crucifixion  in  life,  have  known  bitterness,  and  want 
a  way  to  release  all  that  has  been  painful 

Let  it  be  the  Easter  season! 

And,  most  of  all,  if  you  desire  to  celebrate  new  life  in  Christ  with  the 
community  of  resurrection  — 

Come,  worship  during  the  Eastertide  season! 


e/v\ 


Furthering  the  Ministry  of  the  Church 


‘100  Years  —  Remembering  the  Story’ 

Baton  Rouge  Church  Holds  Centennial 
Celebration;  Honors  One  of  Its  Members 


St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  held  its  centennial  banquet 
at  the  Hilton  Hotel  March  11.  Entitled, 
“100  Years  —  Remembering  the  Stqry” 
the  banquet  gave  church  members  the 
opportunity  to  reminisce  while  they  hon¬ 
ored  Mrs.  Inez  Wiggins  Chrisentery  for 
her  never  ending  devotion  to  St.  Mark. 

During  the  festivities  it  was  stated 
that  from  a  mission  in  Pete’s  Alley  in 
1889,  St.  Mark  has  now  grown  to  become 
a  vital,  active  influence  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  community  in  1989.  Along  the 
way,  the  church  has  produced  many  out¬ 
standing  leaders.  Those  in  attendance 
used  the  evening  to  remember  the  story 
of  St.  Mark  by  paying  recognition  to  one 
of  those  outstanding  leaders. 

Locally,  Mrs.  Chrisentery  has  served 
as  the  church’s  Administrative  Board 
Chairperson  and  member  of  the  Building 
Committee  and  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en’s  Organization.  She  has  also  served  as 
organist,  choir  director,  MYF  Counselor, 
Secretary  of  Literature,  Program  Re¬ 
sources  and  Christian  Social  Relations, 
as  well  as  Chairperson  of  Education. 

Through  the  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
District,  she  serves  as  member  of  its 
Council  on  Ministries  and  has  also  been 
the  organist  for  District  choir.  In  addi¬ 


tion,  Mrs.  Chrisentery  has  had  the  duties 
of  Youth  Counselor  and  United  Methodist 
Women's  President  and  Vice-President. 

On  a  Conference  level,  she  serves  as  a 
member  of  the  Council  on  Ministries,’  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Commit¬ 
tee  and  the  MacDonnel’s  Children  Ser¬ 
vices  Board.  In  the  past  she  was 
Treasurer  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
Board,  President  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  for  six  years,  and  a  member  of 
the  Committee  to  write  the  History  of 
Methodism  in  Louisiana. 

It  does  not  end  there.  She  was  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  four  South  Central  Regional  sem¬ 
inars  and  six  UMW  Assemblies. 

Known  as  an  educator,  civic  leader, 
and  church  worker,  Mrs.  Chrisentery 
was  honored  for  the  extraordinary  ser¬ 
vice  and  extreme  dedication  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Words  of  inspiration  during  the  event 
came  from  Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  Director 
of  Special  Ministries  for  the  Conference, 
Mrs.  Ardessie  Prophet,  President,  UMW, 
Camphor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  Mrs. 
Mary  Mason  Gordon,  Secretary,  Board  of 
Trustees,  St.  Mark,  and  Dr.  Kirby  Vining, 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  Superin¬ 
tendent.  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Mark. 
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Camping  Dates  Set  for  Youth  Announced 


The  dates  for  summer  camps  for  ju¬ 
nior  and  senior  high  youth  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  for  all  three  United  Methodist 
campsites  in  Louisiana.  Each  of  the 
three  locations  offers  a  different  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  youth  to  experience  a  camping 
event.  Although  each  of  the  camps  is 
supported  by  several  districts  on  a  re¬ 
gional  level,  all  camps  are  open  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  from  throughout  the 
Conference  who  meet  the  age  require¬ 
ments.  The  grades  listed  for  all  camps 
are  grades  completed. 


Sandra  Kuykendall  reads  the  inscription  on  the  plaque  for  Mrs.  Chrisentery  while 
Denny  Welch  and  Rev.  Ken  Fisher  look  on  (1.  to  r.  right  photo).  In  the  left  photo, 
Mrs.  Chrisentery  accepts  the  award  as  George  Cooper  looks  on. 

Birthday  Celebrated 


The  Junior  High  Camp  (grades  7-9)  at 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  will  be  held 
July  17-21.  It  will  be  directed  by  Spiller 
Milton,  pastor  at  First  UMC  in  Crowley. 
There  will  be  two  Junior  High  events  at 
Caney  Conference  Centre,  both  led  by 
Jay  Waalk,  youth  director  at  First  UMC 
in  Minden.  They  will  be  held  June  19-23 
and  July  17-21  for  grades  6-8. 

Camp  Istrouma  will  also  offer  two  op¬ 
portunities  for  Junior  Highs,  grades  6-7. 
The  week  of  June  19-23  will  be  led  by 
Rev.  Willis  Dear,  pastor  of  Centenary- 


95  Years  Young  —  Algiers  UMC,  located  in  the  New  Orleans-Houma  District, 
helped  celebrate  the  birthday  of  its  oldest  member,  Mrs.  Eunice  Schuli  recently. 
Mrs.  Schulz,  who  is  95,  says  she  is  proud  to  tell  the  story  of  being  baptized  at  Algiers 
as  an  infant.  As  a  teenager,  she  played  the  piano  for  the  singing  in  the  Epworth 
League  and  is  still  a  part  of  the  worship  and  activities  of  the  church.  Rev.  W.  Ed 
Parks  1°  the  pastor. 


April  Conference  Calendar 

3  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Vacation  Bible  School 

Workshop,  First  Church.  Hammond,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

3-4  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Council  Directors  Meeting,  Colony 

Park  Hotel,  Dallas 

4  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Vacation  Bible  School 

Workshop,  Blackwater  Church,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

4  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Meeting,  Headquarters 

Building,  10:00  a.m. 

8  Baby  Boomer  Workshop,  First  Church,  New  Orleans,  9:00 

a.m.  until  4:00  p.m. 

8  Lake  Charles  District  “Country  Fair,”  Uskichitto  Retreat 

Center,  9:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

8  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  First  Church, 

Alexandria,  10:00  a!m. 

9  .  Native  American  Awareness  Sunday 

10  CrossLines  Ministry  Board  Meeting,  Istrouma  Church,  10:00 
a.m. 

10-11  Retreat  for  Rural  Ministers,  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center, 

LeBlanc,  LA 

11  Workshop  for  Clergy  &  Church  Professionals,  Methodist 

Children’s  Home 

11  Conference-wide  Golf  Tournament,  Alexandria  Country  Club 

12  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Long-Range  Planning  Meeting, 

Headquarters  Building.  10:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

13- 14  Clergy  Women’s  Retreat  at  Tall  Timbers 

14- 16  '  ,  Conference  Religious  Emphasis  Retreat,  Caney  Conference 

- -  Centre,  (7:00  p:m.  on  14th  until  1:3b p.m.  on  16th) 

15  UMW  Committee  Meetings 

15  Small  Membership  Church  Workshop,  Shreveport  District, 

Gilliam  Church,  10:00  a.m. 

15  Alexandria  District  Vacation  Bible  School  Workshop,  First 

Church,  Alexandria,  1:00-3:00  p.m.  and  6:00-8:00  p.m. 

17-19  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Spring  Retreat  at  Caney 

Conference  Centre 

18  New  Orleans-Houma  and  New  Orleans-Slidell  District 

Vacation  Bible  School  Workshops,  6:45  p.m.,  Lake  Vista 
Church 

19-21  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

20  Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital  Continuing  Education  Event: 

Creative  Use  of  Confrontation 

20  New  Orleans-Houma  and  New  Orleans-Slidell  District 

Vacation  Bible  School  Workshops,  6:45  p.m.,  Luling  Church 
20  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services,  Inc., 

Executive  Board  Meeting 

21-22  Lake  Charles  District  United  Methodist  Men  Retreat, 

Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 

21-22  Workshop  for  Non-Certified  Educators,  Baton  Rouge, 

3:00  p.m.  on  21st  until  12:00  p.m.  on  22nd 
25  Lake  Charles  District  Laity  Banquet,  Henning  Memorial 

Church,  Sulphur 

25  New  Orleans-Houma  and  New  Orleans-Slidell  District 

Vacation  Bible  School  Workshops,  6:45  p.m.,  Aldersgate 
Church,  Slidell 

26  Nominating  Committee  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg., 

2:00  p.m. 

26  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  Vacation  Bible  School 

Workshop,  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette,  6:00-9:00  p.m. 

27- 28  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

28- 29  Development  Workshop  Sponsored  by  Centenary  College  and 

the  Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry, 
Alexandria 

28-29  CCYM  Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria 

29  Baby  Boomer  Workshop,  First  Church,  Monroe,  9:00  a.m. 

until  4.00  p.m. 

29  Lake  Charles  District  Vacation  Bible  School  Workshop. 

9:30  a.m.-l:00  p.m.,  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 

30  Monroe  District  Vacation  Bible  School  Workshop,  Faith 

Church,  West  Monroe,  2:00-5:00  p.m. 

30-May  5  Council  of  Bishops  Regular  Semi-Annual  Meeting, 

Raleigh,  NC 


Caney  Lake  makes  a  beautiful  setting 
ence  Centre. 

Fisher  Charge  in  Franklinton.  The  week 
of  July  31-August  4  will  be  led  by  Weldon 
Bares  and  Mark  Martin.  Weldon  is  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  at  Asbury  UMC  in  La¬ 
fayette.  Mark  is  pastor  at  Walker  UMC. 

The  Senior  High  event  (grades  8-11)  at 
Camp  Istrouma  will  be  led  by  Carolyn 
Dove,  Conference  Youth  Coordinator,  the 
week  of  June  12-16.  The  Senior  High 
weekend  (grades  9-12)  at  Uskichitto  will 
be  July  14-16.  It  will  be  directed  by 
Chuck  Hansen,  a  member  of  Wesley 
UMC  in  Sulphur. 

There  will  be  two  weeks  of  "Christian 
Community  Experience”  at  Caney  for 
grades  9-12.  Both  weeks  will  be  directed 
by  Lorris  Wimberly,  Director  of  the 
Family  Counseling  Center  in  Arcadia. 
The  dates  are  June  19-23  and  July  24-29. 
There  will  also  be  a  special  camp  for  Se¬ 
nior  High  youth  at  Istrouma  the  week  of 
July  23-28,  the  Methodist  Home  Camp 
(grades  9-12),  which  will  be  directed  by 
Ken-  and  Kay  Irby.  Ken  is  pastor  of 


for  the  summer  camps  at  Caney  Confer- 


Amite-Independence  charge.  The  camp¬ 
ers  for  this  week  are  the  children  at  the 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  and  the 
senior  highs  serve  as  Junior  Counselors. 

Church  camping  is  one  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  and  effective  means  of  furthering 
the  ministry  of  the  Church.  Provided 
with  a  living  experience  in  a  place  apart 
over  an  extended  period  of  time,  youth 
are  enabled  to  explore  God’s  story,  to  ex¬ 
perience  the  vitality  of  Christian  com¬ 
munity,  and  to  grow  in  the  faith. 

Church  camping  helps  to  bring  about 
the  union  of  God,  ourselves,  our  peers, 
and  the  environment.  Through  the  camp¬ 
ing  experience,  campers  are  encouraged 
to  see  themselves  in  a  new  way  as  they 
learn  to  live  in  a  responsible  community, 
caring  for  each  other  and  God’s  creation. 

All  three  campsites  have  the  quality 
programs  for  youth.  All  opportunities 
are  open  on  a  first  come  basis.  Registra¬ 
tion  forms  may  be  picked  up  from  your 
local  church  or  from  the  Conference  of¬ 
fice. 


Fifty  Years  of  Love  in  Action 


United  Methodist  churches  throughout 
the  United  States  and  partner  churches 
around  the  globe  are  preparing  for  a 
year  of  activities  leading  up  to  1990  and 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR). 

Annual  conferences  and  districts  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  are  plan¬ 
ning  activities  around  the  anniversary 
theme:  “UMCOR:  50  Years  of  Love  in 
Action.”  The  celebrations  will  reflect 
UMCOR ’s  comprehensive  assistance  pro¬ 
gram  known  as  the  four  Rs:  relief,  reha¬ 
bilitation,  refugee  ministries,  and  root 
causes  of  hunger.  UMCOR  is  the  relief 
agency  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

A  resolution  from  the  directors  of  the 
Board  says,  “UMCOR  has  enabled  mem¬ 
bers  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
respond  to  the  suffering  of  the  world  in 
Jesus’  name,  providing  life-saving  ac¬ 
tions  to  people  in  crisis  and  despair.” 
The  resolution  also  affirms  the  history 
and  work  of  UMCOR,  which  was  formed 


1940  as  the  Committee  for  Overseas 
Relief.  The  resolution  of  the  Board  en¬ 
courages  annual  conferences  of  the 
church  to  participate  100  percent  in  the 
OGHS  special  offering,  which  helps  to 
support  the  ministry  of  UMCOR. 

Through  loving  and  continual  support 
from  individuals  and  local  churches, 
UMCOR  is  able  to  provide  emergency 
relief  for  victims  of  floods,  drought  and 
other  natural  disasters.  In  1988  UMCOR 
responded  immediately  when  a  powerful 
hurricane  battered  the  island  of  Jamaica 
and  when  massive  floods  inundated  Ban¬ 
gladesh. 

With  assistance  from  UMCOR,  villag¬ 
ers  in  northern  Sumatra  have  a  new  wa¬ 
ter  supply  system;  street  children  in 
Brazil  are  being  ministered  to  by  people 
who  care  about  them;  women  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe  are  the  principle  participants  in  a 
pig-raising  project;  and  Cambodian  refu¬ 
gees  are  being  resettled  in  Southeast 
Asia.  UMCOR  seeks  to  bring  hope  and 
love  in  Christ’s  name. 


Appointment  Changes 


Following  the  March  Cabinet  meeting, 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden  announced  the 
following  changes  in  ministerial  appoint¬ 
ments. 

Rev.  Garland  C.  Dean  (Retired)  from 
Keithville  Charge,  Shreveport  District  to 
Associate  Minister,  Noel  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Shreveport  District,  effective  Feb¬ 
ruary  1, 1989. 

Rev.  Douglas  L.  Davis  (Full  Connec¬ 
tion)  from  the  Lottie-Rosedale-Krotz 


Springs  Charge,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
District,  to  Leave  of  Absence,  effective 
March  1, 1989. 

Correction 

The  appointment  for  Rev.  M.  Douglas 
Ezell  was  listed  incorrectly  in  last 
month’s  issue  and  should  read:  Chaplain 
and  Director  of  Family  Development  of 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston 
District. 


■Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  U.M.Y.F.  of  Francis  Asbury  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge  is  off  to  a  running  start 
in  1989.  The  new  officers  are:  President, 
Brandon  Taylor;  Vice-President,  Susan 
Jones;  Secretary,  Jessica  Jones,  Devo¬ 
tional  Chairman,  Wayne  Cullinan;  and 
Jason  Hall,  Alternate.  Rev.  Kathy  H. 
Schaffhauser  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  special  time  was  recently  set  aside 
during  Sunday  worship  services  to  honor 
teachers  and  leaders  in  the  Christian 
Education  program  at  First  UMC, 
Shreveport.  This  moment  of  recognition 
applauded  Sunday  School  teachers  and 
those  who  lead  study  groups  and  other 
activities  during  the  week.  Over  100  per¬ 
sons  are  involved  in  Christian  education 
and  nurture  at  First  Church.  Recognition 
focused  on  a  Litany  of  Dedication  for 
both  teachers  and  worshipers.  Each  per¬ 
son  present  was  asked  to  make  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  be  involved  in  the  teaching, 
nurturing  ministry  at  the  church.  Rev. 
John  E.  Fellers  is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

The  Administrative  Board  of  First 
UMC,  Houma  held  its  meeting  with  51 
persons  in  attendance  and  voted  on  the 


1989  budget.  The  Trustees  announced  the 
near  completion  of  the  Prayer  Garden 
and  showed  their  appreciation  to  Jack 
McNamara  and  Joe  Robinson  for  their 
leadership  on  the  project.  The  Board  vot¬ 
ed  to  sell  the  church  bus  due  to  high 
maintenance  and  insurance  costs.  Rev. 
Henry  J.  Bowdon,  Jr.  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Noel  Memorial  UMC  in  Shreveport 
will  be  conducting  a  rummage  sale  on 
Saturday,  April  8  from  7  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 
The  proceeds  will  be  used  to  buy  food  for 
Noel’s  Neighborhood  needy.  Noel  invites 
everyone  to  come  by  and  look  around  for 
items  to  purchase.  Rev.  Charles  B.  Sim¬ 
mons  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Women  of  the  congregation  of  First 
UMC  in  Mansfield  were  invited  to  a  UMY 
Sunday  Luncheon  on  February  12  in  the 
Activities  Building  immediately  follow¬ 
ing  the  worship  service.  Food  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Guild,  Ruth,  and  Deborah 
Circles  of  the  church’s  UMW.  Special 
guest  speaker  for  the  event  was  Janelle 
McCammon,  the  Louisiana  UMW  Presi¬ 
dent.  Delicious  food  and  delightful  fel¬ 
lowship  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Rev.  A. 


Wayne  Evans  is  pastor. 

The  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
UMC’s  UM  Men  recently  took  steps  to 
sponsor  a  child  at  Camp  Quality.  Camp 
Quality,  located  in  Bastrop,  is  a  camp  for 
cancer-stricken  children.  It  is  staffed  by 
doctors,  nurses,  and  other  trained  profes¬ 
sionals.  Special  events  scheduled  this 
summer  are  rides  in  the  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance  Company’s  blimp  and  the 
presence  of  Louisiana  National  Guard 
helicopter  pilots  to  give  rides  and  work 
with  the  campers.  The  local  men’s  group 
urges  other  groups  to  look  into  this  camp 
and  the  services  it  provides  for  seriously 
ill  children.  Rev.  John  R.  Johns  is  pastor. 
•  •  • 

Word  has  come  to  First  Street  UMC  of 
New  Orleans  that  the  church  is  the  re¬ 
cipient  this  year  of  a  $30,000  grant  from 
the  Harry  R.  Kendall  Hospital  and  Home 
Fund  Ministered  by  the  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  York.  The  grant  will  assist 
First  Street  Church  in  its  program  to 
provide  homes  for  the  elderly  and  the 
needy  children  in  the  Central  City  area. 
Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  is  pastor. 


Mrs.  Kay  Simolke,  Ruston  District 
Program  Resources  person  from  Brush¬ 
wood  UMC,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
Jonesboro  UMC’s  UMW  Sunday  obser¬ 
vance  which  was  held  recently.  She 
spoke  on  the  UMW  Conference  theme 
“All  One  in  Christ.”  During  the  service, 
the  1989  UMW  officers  were  installed 
and  life  memberships  were  awarded  to 
seven  members  of  the  local  church  for 
their  service  and  support  of  the  women’s 
past  work.  Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker  is  pas¬ 
tor  at  Jonesboro  and  Rev.  Dennis  W. 
Merritt  is  pastor  of  Brushwood  UMC. 

•  •  • 

Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell,  as  part  of 
its  Lenten  observation,  hosted  a  series  of 
five  ecumenical  luncheons.  Each  of  the 
first  five  Wednesdays  of  Lent,  the  Slidell 
community  was  invited  to  share  the  noon 
meal  and  hear  a  brief  message  presented 
by  an  area  minister.  Rev.  Randall  Camp¬ 
bell  of  Hartzell-Mount  Zion  represented 
the  UM  Church.  Other  speakers  came 
from  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  Catholic, 
Presbyterian,  and  Eastern  Orthodox  tra¬ 
ditions.  Revs.  John  and  Carole  Cotten- 
Winn  are  co-pastors  of  Aldersgate. 
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Jesus  Seminar:  The  ‘nays’  have  it 


MARCH  31,  1989 

Here  I  Stand 

UMC  must  reclaim  stewardship  emphasis 


The  so-called  Jesus  Seminar  is  at  it 
again.  If  this  scholarly  effort  is  doing 
anything  constructive,  we’d  like  to  know 
what  it  is. 

The  most  recent  “verdict”  of  the  semi¬ 
nar— a  group  of  self-selected  biblical 
scholars  who  periodically  vote  on  what 
they  think  Jesus  actually  did  and  did  not 
say— only  adds  to  our  skepticism  (see  re¬ 
lated  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  group's  latest  revelation  is  that  Je¬ 
sus  did  not  predict  the  end  of  the  world  nor 
His  “second  coming"  to  Earth.  They  say 
the  relevant  words  in  Mark  13:24-27  were 
written  at  least  40  years  after  Jesus'  death. 

A  similar  debunking  of  the  origin  of  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  occurred  in  October.  Using 
its  majority-vote  process  to  determine 
biblical  authenticity,  the  group  concluded 
that,  while  the  prayer  contains  some  of 
Jesus’  ideas,  He  did  not  compose  it. 

The  Jesus  Seminar  is  a  misleading  en¬ 
terprise  on  several  counts. 

First,  by  publicizing  its  votes  as  the 
work  of  biblical  scholars,  the  impression 
is  given  that  its  conclusions  automatical¬ 
ly  have  high  credibility. 

They  don’t.  They  merely  represent  the 
majority  opinion  of  those  scholars,  some  50 
at  the  last  meeting,  who  happen  to  attend 
the  seminar.  That  is  a  very  small  segment 
of  all  biblical  scholars  and  not  necessarily 
the  most  representative  or  reliable. 

Second,  by  announcing  its  verdicts  as 
“news,"  the  Jesus  Seminar  creates  the 
misleading  public  impression  that  it  has 
come  up  with  something  fresh. 

Not  so.  Most  pastors  of  so-called  main¬ 
line  churches  have  been  long  aware  that 
biblical  scholars  believe  first-century 
Christians,  in  effect,  put  some  of  their 
words  into  Jesus’  mouth— including  pre¬ 
dictions  of  His  second  coming. 

Third,  by  making  their  work  public, 
seminar  leaders  imply  that  the  group’s 
"verdicts”  have  some  practical  benefit 
and  significance. 


That’s  doubtful— either  for  Christian  be¬ 
lievers  or  non-believers.  The  superficial 
“shock  value”  of  their  publicized  conclu¬ 
sions  does  nothing  to  confirm,  edify  or  in¬ 
spire  one’s  faith,  although  it  may  have  a 
confusing  effect  on  some  Christians. 

Fourth,  the  seminar  implies  a  false 
norm  for  certain  parts  of  the  Bible,  name¬ 
ly,  the  "real”  teachings  of  Jesus.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  that  norm,  words  that  are  not  the 
actual,  literal  words  of  Jesus  are  assumed 
to  have  less  authority  than  those  that  are. 

Untrue.  Christians  through  the  ages 
have  been  deeply  inspired  by,  and  have 
found  God’s  truth  in,  the  words  of  Jesus 
filtered  through  the  memories  and  pens 
of  first  century  Christians.  If  not  His  ac¬ 
tual  words,  they  are  consistent  with  Je¬ 
sus’  life  and  teachings  as  a  whole. 

For  example,  regardless  of  who  said 
or  wrote  them,  predictions  of  His  second 
coming  are  effective  reminders  of  Jesus’ 
witness  to  God’s  “unfinished  business,” 
including  the  reality  of  a  final  judgment 
of  our  earthly  lives. 

Likewise  the  Lord’s  Prayer  powerfully 
reflects  the  kind  of  intimacy  with  and  de¬ 
pendence  upon  God  that  Jesus  modeled 
and  commended  to  His  followers. 

"Jesus  literalism”  is  no  more  reliable 
as  an  approach  to  the  Bible  than  any  oth¬ 
er  kind  of  literalism  that  would,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  reduce  Scripture  to  a  set  of  “facts." 

Rather,  the  Scriptures  are  “testa¬ 
ments”  about  truth — that  is,  a  witness  to 
how  others  have  experienced  divine  real¬ 
ity  and  its  meaning. 

The  Christian  norm  for  that  witness 
has  less  to  do  with  its  literal  accuracy 
and  more  to  do  with  its  capacity  to  help 
people  in  all  ages  experience  a  life-sav¬ 
ing  relationship  with  God. 

We  see  little  hope  that  the  Jesus  Semi¬ 
nar  is  promoting  such  constructive  pur¬ 
pose.  If  a  vote  were  taken  on  its 
usefulness  in  that  respect,  is  there  any 
doubt  what  the  outcome  would  be? 


By  THOMAS  C.  RIEKE 

I  noted  with  more  than  usual  dismay  the 
further  erosion  of  the  staff  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship 
(see  UMR,  March  3). 

It  is  both  obvious 
and  ominous  that 
staff  cuts  will  fur¬ 
ther  reduce  the  con¬ 
tribution  that  the 
agency  can  make  to 
the  constituency  it 
was  created  to  serve.  Thomas  Rieke 

Hidden  in  the  restructuring  was  a  lit¬ 
tle-noted  but  disturbing  move  that  con¬ 
solidated  the  now  two-person  staff  of 
Ministry  and  Laity  with  the  four-mem¬ 
ber  staff  of  the  Section  on  Stewardship. 

While  the  other  newly-formed  divi¬ 
sions  were  named  for  the  type  of  minis¬ 
try,  this  new  unit  is  called  by  its  “Laity” 
name  while  dropping  any  reference  to 
"Stewardship.” 

Our  church  has  an  agency  for  almost 
every  task— planning,  budgeting,  man¬ 
aging  and  programming.  But,  unlike 
almost  every  other  denomination,  it  has 
no  unit  charged  with  fund-generating 
(raising  money). 

The  stewardship  unit,  with  H  empnasis 
on  education,  funding  and  planned  giving 
is  as  close  as  we  come.  Now  this  unit  has 
suffered  further  obscurity.  As  the  financial 
pinch  grows  tighter  at  all  levels  of  the 
church,  help  seems  to  be  further  away. 

It  wasn’t  always  like  this 

It  hasn’t  always  been  like  this.  Less 
than  two  decades  ago,  the  stewardship 
unit  was  strong  and  well-staffed.  Yet  by 
the  early  1980s,  its  budget  was  smaller 
than  in  the  early  1970s  even  before  tak¬ 
ing  into  account  the  effects  of  inflation. 

Publications  of  that  earlier  day  fueled 
the  stewardship  education  and  fund  rais¬ 
ing  ministries  of  our  congregations. 


Today  the  few  resources  that  are  pro¬ 
duced  by  our  stewardship  office  continue 
to  be  best  sellers  at  both  Cokesbury  and 
Discipleship  Resources.  Yet  it  is  prob¬ 
lematical  how  long  even  this  achieve¬ 
ment  will  be  possible,  given  the 
invisibility  of  stewardship  in  our  denomi¬ 
national  structures. 

Stewardship— a  term  thought  to  be  un¬ 
intelligible  by  many— is  not  a  synonym 
for  cheapness,  nor  does  it  indicate  a  bias 
in  favor  of  the  lowest  bidder.  Its  use  in 
the  Scriptures  points  toward  faithful¬ 
ness,  accountability,  wise  management, 
and  a  co-laborer  status  with  God. 

In  each  expression,  stewardship  is  re¬ 
lated  to  effectiveness  and  the  maximiza¬ 
tion  of  results— in  short,  excellence  in 
discipleship! 

Agencies  not  held  accountable 

Our  church  has  passively  witnessed  a 
reduction  in  its  expectations  for  excel¬ 
lence.  The  nonpayment  of  apportion¬ 
ments  does  not  deter  promotions. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


Preaching  and  pastoral  care  are  among 
the  less-cultivated  gifts  of  ministry. 

Denominational  agencies  are  not  rou¬ 
tinely  held  accountable  for  their  actions 
and  receive  only  a  mild  rebuke  when  ob¬ 
vious  budgetary  miscalculations  escape 
into  the  light  of  public  scrutiny. 

Achieving  some  sort  of  super-agency 
status  is  neither  desirable  for  nor  char¬ 
acteristic  of  the  discipline  of  steward¬ 
ship.  But  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  our 
church  to  lift  again  the  banner  of  stew¬ 
ardship  whose  colors  are  faithfulness 
and  excellence. 

Those  wishing  to  march  beneath  such 
a  flag  should  be  offered  images  of  ac¬ 
countability,  standards  of  performance, 
incentives  for  productivity,  and  re¬ 
sources  for  achieving  excellence. 

United  Methodism  needs  to  reclaim  its 
heritage  of  biblically-oriented  fund  rais¬ 
ing— unpressured  and  joyfully  liberating 
in  its  expressions. 

Now,  merely  a  footnote  on  one  of  the 
many  organizational  charts  devised  by 


the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in  re¬ 
cent  years,  stewardship  has  been  given 
all  of  the  trappings  of  a  backburner  con¬ 
cern.  To  those  who  have  the  vantage 
point  of  history,  this  is  a  continuation  of 
what  our  church  has  been  doing  for  the 
past  20  years. 

One  wonders  how  long  it  will  be  before 
stewardship  completely  disappears  from 
our  denominational  agendas. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  which  Reporter  readers  may  ex¬ 
press  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Thomas  C. 
Rieke  lives  in  Oakland.  Calif,  and  is  di¬ 
rector  of  development  for  the  California- 
Nevada  conference  endowment  board. 
He  is  a  ministerial  member  of  the  West 
Ohio  conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here  1 
Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Let’s  be  grateful  for  givers,  rich  and  poor 


To  the  Editor: 

The  March  10  letter  by  Chuck  Worley 
questioning  William  Riekert’s  Feb.  10 
"Here  I  Stand"  article  headlined,  "Jesus 
wasn’t  Robin  Hood”  was  a  tragic  at¬ 
tempt  to  nullify  a  fresh  viewpoint. 

I  am  not  rich.  But  I  am  not  carrying  a 
chip  on  my  shoulder  questioning  those 
who  are  rich  as  to  how  they  came  into 
wealth.  Mr.  Worley’s  letter  assumes  it  is 
“because  he  underpaid  his  employees  or 
overcharged  his  customers’’  or  rode 
“free  on  the  labor  of  others,"  etc. 

The  praise  of  poor  and  average  in- 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Peace  I  leave  with  you;  my  peace 
I  give  to  you;  not  as  the  world  gives 
do  I  give  to  you.  Let  not  your  hearts 
be  troubled,  neither  let  them  be 
afraid.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Psalm  37:5) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  2 
Monday:  Psalm  2 
Tuesday:  Acts  5:27-32 
Wednesday:  Acts  5:33-42 
Thursday:  John  20:19-23 
Friday:  John  20:24-31 
Saturday:  Revelation  1:1-3 
Sunday:  Revelation  1:4-8 
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come  people  giving  to  worthy  causes  is 
justly  emphasized  frequently.  But  the 
vast  sums  given  by  rich  people  to  mis¬ 
sion  projects,  church  building  programs, 
local,  national  and  international  charity 
in  the  name  of  love  are  not  only  expected 
but  often  go  unrecognized. 

The  rich  not  only  pay  taxes,  they  often 
pay  a  disproportionate  share,  which  helps 
to  make  up  for  the  poor  who  do  not  or  can¬ 
not  pay  theirs.  The  letter  intimates  that 
the  poor  do  not  squander  their  earnings 
and  are  free  from  greed.  Let  us,  rather, 
agree  that  these  shoes  fit  many  feet. 

God  bless  the  givers,  rich  and  poor, 
and  may  those  who  “have"  continue  to 
prosper  in  order  to  share  with  those  who 
"have  not,”  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

Mary  K.  Lust 
Tyler,  Texas 

Who  are  ‘lost  ones’? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  article  by  the 
Rev.  John  Morris  entitled,  "We  should 
‘save  the  lost,’  not  reach  ‘unchurched,’  ” 
and  I  think  he  is  perfectly  right.  He  has 
said  something  that  needs  to  be  said.  If 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  going  to 
evangelize  we  must  think  seriously  con¬ 
cerning  lost  people. 

And  who  are  these  lost  ones?  When  the 
Prodigal  Son  was  separated  from  the  fa¬ 
ther  he  was  “lost.”  Our  Lord  says  so.  But 
when  he  returned  to  the  father  he  was 
“found.” 

Lostness  is  separation  from  God,  and  I 
am  afraid  there  are  many  in  that  condition. 

Mr.  Morris  is  right.  We  need  to  go  af¬ 
ter  those  who  are  lost. 

T.  F.  King 
Fredonia,  Kansas 

What  a  brave  stand! 

To  the  Editor: 

What  a  thought-provoking  and  brave 
stand  the  Rev.  John  Morris  took  in  his 
article  headlined,  “We  should  ‘save  the 
lost,’  not  reach  ‘unchurched,’  ”  (see  UMR, 
March  3). 

Could  it  be  that  many  church  mem¬ 
bers  or  those  “in  church”  need  salvation? 

It  is  my  prayer  that  many  readers  of 
the  Reporter  read  carefully  this  fine 
piece  and  search  their  hearts! 

Mrs.  Howard  J.  Cox 
Dallas,  Texas 

Unfairness  was  stunning 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Feb.  24  editorial  comparing  Islamic 
response  to  Salman  Rushdie’s  book,  “The 
Satanic  Verses,”  with  Christian  response 
to  "The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  film 


leaves  me  stunned  by  its  unfairness. 

The  editorial  states,  “Both  the  Chris¬ 
tian  and  Islamic  protests  appear  to  be 
rooted  in  similar  religiously  motivated 
attitudes.”  Perhaps  so.  Both  religious 
leaders  were  misrepresented  and  per¬ 
haps  "blasphemed.” 

But  the  editorial  fails  to  note  the  dif¬ 
ferences  in  the  method  of  the  protests.  In 
fact,  Iran’s  maniacal  leader  called  for 
the  assassination  of  Mr.  Rushdie— re¬ 
wards  to  be  given  to  the  hit  man. 

Christians  responded  differently.  Mil¬ 
lions  of  letters  and  telegrams  were  sent 
and  phone  calls  made  both  to  Universal 
Studios  and  local  theaters  asking  that  the 
film  not  be  shown.  Some  public  demon¬ 
strations  were  held  and  in  a  few  in¬ 
stances,  persons  acted  in  less  than  a 
Christian  way. 

But  the  latter  was  not  the  norm.  Care¬ 
ful,  thoughtful,  organized  communica¬ 
tion  was  the  norm  for  several  millions  of 
Christians.  It  is  a  gross  misrepresenta¬ 
tion  to  imply  as  you  did  that  the  protests 
were  comparable. 

Also,  most  Christian  protest  of  “The 
Last  Temptation”  came  from  the  evan¬ 
gelical/conservative  community.  That 
fact  makes  your  linkage  of  the  Christian 
protest  to  the  Muslim  call  for  execution 
a  rather  vicious  portrayal  of  evangeli¬ 
cal/conservative  Christians. 

James  V.  Heidinger  II 
Nicholasville,  Kentucky 

Small  actions  count 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  Feb.  24  “My  Witness”  by 
Rachel  Bahrenburg,  I  noted  her  contribu¬ 
tion  to  making  our  country  a  “kinder, 
gentler  nation,"  as  proposed  by  President 
Bush  was  to  visit  elderly  in  a  nursing  home 
and  correspond  with  a  man  in  prison. 

These  are  comparatively  small  ac¬ 
tions  compared  to  the  grand  stands  that 
United  Methodist  Church  members  often 
make  on  items  such  as  pro-death  penal¬ 
ty,  against  the  death  penalty,  boycotts  of 
certain  products  or  countries,  etc. 

Too  often  the  stand  we  take  in  the 
name  of  goodness  may  or  may  not  be 
correct,  as  evidenced  by  the  contrasting 
viewpoints  of  our  own  membership. 

However,  these  simple  acts  of  caring 
and  compassion  by  Mrs.  Bahrenburg 
without  any  doubt  did  do  some  good  and 
gave  some  help  to  someone. 

We  should  all  follow  Mrs.  Bahren- 
burg’s  example  and  take  time  to  add  a 
visit  to  a  nursing  home  or  hospital,  write 
to  a  prisoner,  deliver  a  meal  to  an  elder¬ 
ly  person,  etc.  to  our  weekly  schedule. 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Learning  from  like-father 


The  man’s  video-screen  image  seemed 
familiar.  His  mannerisms,  too. 

He  seemed  to  be 
teaching  a  class  or 
leading  a  workshop. 

For  only  the  brief¬ 
est  of  moments  I  saw 
reminds  of  my  late 
father,  a  long-time 
public-school  teacher 
and  an  even  longer- 
time  Sunday  school 
teacher. 

Immediately  I  felt  foolish  as  I  realized 
why  that  was  so.  The  image  on  the 
screen  was  mine.  I  had  been  captured  by 
the  video  camera  while  leading  a  work¬ 
shop  on  church  communications— one  of 
more  than  30  scheduled  this  year. 

Here  is  part  of  what  I  am  learning  in 
my  like-father-like-son  teaching  role 
during  these  workshops: 

Y  The  church  is  growing  in  lots  of 


places.  When  I  ask  how  many  people  are 
from  churches  growing  in  membership, 
a  surprising  number  of  hands  go  up. 

I  quickly  commend  those  folks  for  go¬ 
ing  against  the  grain  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  continuing  numerical  decline,  then 
ask:  “How  are  you  doing  it?  What’s  mak¬ 
ing  you  grow?” 

I  point  out  that  the  how-to  story  of 
their  successes  could  be  one  of  the  most 
important  stories  their  newsletters  will 
ever  feature. 

Y  People  want  to  learn  to  do  better. 

I  tell  my  groups,  "I  know  your  defini¬ 
tion  of  ‘workshop’  may  be  that  you’ll  let 
that  guy  from  Dallas  do  all  the  work  and 
you’ll  shop  around  among  his  ideas  and 
see  if  there’s  any  worth  keeping.  Well, 
let’s  get  that  straightened  out  right  now. 
Get  something  to  write  with  and  some¬ 
thing  to  write  on  and  let’s  get  going.” 

Is  that  an  old-fashioned,  hard-nosed 
teaching  technique?  Maybe  so.  I  learned 


If  every  individual  in  our  church  body 
would  follow  Mrs.  Bahrenburg’s  example 
of  doing  a  few  small  individual  acts  that 
do  good  for  one  other  person,  then  as  a 
whole  we  would  indeed  make  a  significant 
contribution  in  the  great  work  of  making 
this  country  a  kinder,  gentler  nation. 

Glenn  H.  Coffey 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 

Article  was  intriguing 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  greatly  intrigued  by  the  Feb.  24 
letter  by  Jeff  Paul  concerning  the  litera- 
lity  of  Scripture  and  the  seeming  incon¬ 
sistency  of  some  Gospel  writing. 

When  Jesus  sent  word  to  His  disciples 
to  meet  him  after  the  Resurrection,  it 
was  not  in  Galilee  as  John’s  Gospel  im¬ 
plies,  but  “to”  Mount  Galilee. 

Mount  Galilee  was  the  northernmost 
promontory  on  the  Mount  of  Olives; 
Mary,  Martha  and  Lazarus  lived  there; 
they  were  among  Jesus’  closest  friends. 

The  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  said  during 
the  recent  presidential  campaign,  “The 
last  night  Jesus  spent  on  earth,  he  spent 
in  the  home  of  Mary,  Martha  and  Laza¬ 
rus  (at  Bethany).” 

What  a  thrill  to  see  something  that 
makes  good  common  sense  of  what  must 
be  a  most  logical  conclusion. 

Sidney  C.  Winston 
Fresno,  California 

Worship  at  Disney  World 

To  the  Editor: 

My  husband  and  I  were  blessed  recent¬ 
ly  during  the  worship  service  and  the 
message  from  a  fellow  United  Methodist 
minister  at  Florida’s  Disney  World. 

United  Methodists  from  many  states 
joined  with  members  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions  at  the  Protestant  service  which  is 
held  at  9:00  a.m.  on  Sundays  at  the  Luau 
Cove  in  the  Polynesian  Resort. 

The  weekly  services  are  part  of  the  in¬ 
terchurch  ministry  serving  thousands 
each  year  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Christian  Service  Center  of  the  church  in 
Central  Florida,  Inc. 

My  purpose  for  sending  this  informa¬ 
tion  is  to  make  others  aware  of  the  fact 
that  worship  service  is  held  on  Sundays 
at  Disney  World. 

When  guests  arrive,  you  are  given  so 
much  material  to  read  that  it  would  be 
easy  to  overlook  the  announcement  re¬ 
garding  religious  services. 

Information  is  available  from  Hotel  Min¬ 
istry,  P.O.  Box  232,  Orlando,  FI.  32802-0232. 

Norma  Redmond 
Edgewater,  Florida 


like-son  role 

it  at  home.  It  still  works. 

Y  In  this  modern  day  of  video,  com¬ 
puters,  etc.,  there’s  still  no  more  basic 
tool  of  church  communications  than  the 
church  paper.  Workshop  participants  al¬ 
ways  respond  warmly  when  I  describe  it 
as  a  family  letter,  full  of  joys  and  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  congregational  family. 

I  even  have  a  new  affirmation  of  the 
primacy  of  the  ministry  of  church  com¬ 
munications.  It’s  in  these  familiar  words: 

"How  firm  a  foundation,  ye  saints 
of  the  Lord, 

"Is  laid  for  your  faith  in  his  excel¬ 
lent  word. 

"What  more  can  be  said  than  to 
you  he  hath  said, 

"To  you  who  for  refuge  to  Jesus 
have  fled?" 

Indeed,  what  more  can  be  said?  I  only 
wish  my  dad  were  here  to  sing  it  with  us. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


My  Witness 


Award-winning  pastors  make 
noble,  joyful  witness  to  God 


By  BETTIE  WILSON  STORY 

Every  book  I  have  written,  whether 
fiction  or  non-fiction,  has  knocked  me 
over  with  surprises. 

Characters,  wheth¬ 
er  in  fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  have  a  way 
of  running  away  with 
the  story.  You  find 
yourself  having  to 
change  the  whole 
plot  or  to  delve  for 
months  into  more  re-  Bettie  Story 
search  because  of  their  stubborn  wills. 

I  took  on  the  task  last  fall,  at  the  request 
of  Abingdon  Press,  to  write  the  stories  of 
three  churches  and  their  pastors  who  had 
won  the  1987  Circuit  Rider  Awards. 

The  awards  are  made  for  “highly  sig¬ 
nificant”  contributions  to  membership 
and  attendance  growth  in  local  churches 
and/or  Sunday  schools  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico. 

I  lived  with  these  pastors 

For  three  months  I  lived  with  these 
pastors.  We  met  only  by  phone  and  the 
printed  word,  but  I  feel  closely  involved 
in  their  lives.  If  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  had  tried,  they  could 
not  have  come  up  with  three  more  differ¬ 
ent  winners. 

•  Rose  Sims  is  pastor  of  Trilby  United 
Methodist  Church  located  in  a  rural 
pocket  of  poverty  north  of  Tampa,  Fla. 

•Kirbyjon  Caldwell  serves  Windsor 
Village  United  Methodist  Church  in  an 
exploding  population  suburb  of  Houston, 
Texas. 

•And  Philip  Hinerman,  now  retired, 
was  pastor  of  Park  Avenue  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  the  inner  city  of  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minn. 

Yet  as  their  stories  and  views  of  minis¬ 
try  unfolded,  I  was  stunned  by  their  simi¬ 
larities  in  the  midst  of  their  unique 
situations. 

This  common  bond  made  a  believer  of 
me  in  Rose  Sims’  contention  that  church 
growth  “can  happen  anywhere.”  She  has 
spent  a  lifetime  helping  to  open  closed 
country  churches. 

Trilby  UMC,  a  multi-ethnic  congrega¬ 
tion,  claimed  eight  members  in  1984,  now 
223.  Windsor  Village,  which  made  the 
transition  from  a  white  to  a  black  congre¬ 
gation,  numbered  25  in  1982,  now  3,000. 
And  Park  Avenue,  which  changed  from 
an  all-white  to  a  multi-ethnic  member¬ 
ship,  claimed  700  in  1975,  now  over  1,300. 

How  these  churches  have  grown  in 
outreach  and  faithfulness  was  inspiring 
to  me  as  I  had  the  marvelous  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  tell  their  stories. 

Since  these  were  awards  to  individ¬ 
uals,  I  noted  particularly  that  the  dyna¬ 
mism  of  the  pastors  included  their 
enthusiasm,  positive  attitudes,  confi¬ 
dence  in  their  leadership  under  the  Lord- 
ship  of  Christ,  and  their  love  for  and 
empowerment  of  laity. 

Y  They  expect  to  win  persons  to 
Christ  every  week,  and  they  have  a 
Christ-centered  approach  to  the  spiritual 
and  social  outreach  of  their  ministries. 

/  They  and  the  congregations  have 
made  the  churches  social  centers  for  the 
total  community,  whether  it’s  in  a  rural 


Balance 

Whenever  my  blessings  make  me 
vain 

May  I  remember  the  better  blessed, 
And  then,  when  I  think  my  life  too 
plain 

May  I  recall  others  who  have  less. 

-  PAULINE  STACY 


or  urban  setting,  working  to  meet  what¬ 
ever  needs  exist. 

Needs  are  varied 

These  needs  vary  from  health  clinics, 
day-care  centers,  clothes  give-aways, 
and  food  pantries,  to  legal  advice,  aid  to 
pregnant  teenagers,  and  programs  for 
cocaine  addicts. 

Their  loving,  nonjudgmental  approach 
brings  a  high  number  of  those  they  serve 
into  the  membership  of  the  church. 

Y  Each  church  places  a  high  priority 
on  dynamic,  innovative  worship,  an  ex¬ 
cellent  music  ministry,  and  involvement 
of  members  in  Bible  study  and  prayer 
groups. 

Y  The  empowerment  of  the  laity  to 
be  “kingdom  builders,"  as  Mr.  Caldwell 
calls  members,  includes  their  training  in 
evangelism,  in  addition  to  careful  pro¬ 
grams  to  assimilate  members  into  the 
mission  of  the  congregations. 

Y  They  are  able  to  tell  their  story  ef¬ 
fectively  through  the  public  media. 

Y  They  utilize  an  ecumenical  ap¬ 
proach  to  care  for  the  needs  of  their 
neighborhoods. 

Y  They  focus  on  education  and  evan¬ 
gelism  to  reach  children,  youth,  singles, 
and  young  adults. 

Y  Finally,  their  commitment  to  min¬ 
istry  goes  beyond  church  budget  support. 

If  they  perceive  needs  that  aren’t  in 
the  budget,  they  seek  support  from  the 
congregation,  other  churches,  communi¬ 
ty,  foundations,  and  agencies  rather  than 
say  they  cannot  provide  the  service  be¬ 
cause  they  don’t  have  the  money. 

These  pastors  and  members  in  ministry 
are  part  of  the  joyous  and  noble  witness  of 
the  church.  Thousands  more  are  being 
faithful  to  the  Gospel  in  their  own  place. 

Let  us  seek  out  such  witnesses  to  in¬ 
spire  us  and  surprise  us  to  be  better  than 
we  are,  to  love  one  another,  and  to  draw 
others  into  the  mystery  and  message  of 
God’s  love  through  Christ. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Bettie  Wilson  Story  is  a  member  of  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bloomington, 
III.  (Central  Illinois  Annual  Conference), 
and  is  editor  of  the  Central  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Explore 
Ministry 
At  Our 
Expense! 


Would  you  or  someone  you  know 
like  to  learn  more  about  the  ministry  at  a 
United  Methodist  seminary? 

•one  year  tuition  grant 
•choose  from  13  excellent  institutions 
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For  more  information  contact: 
The  Rev.  James  L.  Oman 
Lilly  Endowment  Project 
P.  0.  Bar  871 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
(615)  340-7412 
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UM  tour  observes  effects  of  Palestinian  uprising 


4 Rubber  bullets9  symbolize 
6 depth  of  human  suffering9 


GAZA  CITY,  Israel— Jorge  Rosendal, 
the  Danish  director  of  United  Methodist- 
supported  Ahli  Arab  Hospital,  dropped  a 
"rubber  bullet”  onto  his  desk. 

The  marble-sized  metal  ball,  with  its 
thin  rubber  covering,  had  been  lodged  in 
the  brain  of  a  14-year-old  Palestinian,  he 
told  visiting  United  Methodists. 

The  14  United  Methodists,  including 
representatives  of  the  relief  arm  of  the 
denomination’s  world  mission  board,  re¬ 
cently  spent  a  day  with  Palestinians  in 
the  Gaza  Strip. 

Not  far  from  Ahli  Arab  Hospital,  the 
group  watched  a  doctor  in  the  Jabalia 
refugee  camp  dress  a  leg  wound  for  a 
man  who  said  soldiers  grabbed  him  from 
the  doorway  of  his  home,  took  him  to  a 
grove  of  trees  and  beat  him. 

"I  was  deeply  moved  and  stressed  by 
the  depth  of  human  suffering  and  depri¬ 
vation,”  said  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New 
York  Area). 

"At  the  same  time,  I  was  inspired  by  the 
sense  of  hope  and  self-confidence  of  the 
Palestinian  people  who  are  risking  their 
lives  in  the  ‘intifada’  (uprising),”  he  said. 


Special  Report 
By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist 
News  Service 


The  "intifada,”  which  features  general 
strikes  by  Palestinian  shopkeepers,  busi¬ 
nessmen  and  laborers  in  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza,  has  been  an  attempt  to  push 
for  self-determination  in  the  occupied 
territories,  which  could  include  estab¬ 
lishing  an  independent  Palestinian  state. 

Much  of  the  violence  has  involved 
stone-throwing  by  Palestinian  young¬ 
sters,  who  almost  routinely  confront  Is¬ 
raeli  soldiers  on  patrol. 

The  soldiers  frequently  retaliate  with 
the  "plastic”  or  "rubber”  bullets. 

Mr.  Rosendal  said  that  the  staff  at  the 
75-bed  Ahli  Arab  Hospital  last  year 
treated  more  900  Palestinians  injured  by 
Israeli  soldiers. 

In  January  of  this  year,  the  number 
treated  was  165,  he  said. 

Mr.  Rosendal  said  the  number  of  oper¬ 
ations  increased  by  100  a  month  during 
the  last  half  of  1988.  Because  of  the  casu¬ 
alties,  the  financially  strapped  hospital 
has  had  to  open  a  second  men’s  ward  and 
offer  a  24-hour  emergency  room. 

In  addition,  United  Nations’  clinics 
have  handled  more  than  14,600  casualties 
since  “intifada”  began,  mostly  among  10- 
to  16-year-olds. 

"They  say  we  are  terrorists,  but  stone¬ 
throwing  is  not  terrorism,”  said  Fayez 
Abu  Rahma,  a  local  Palestinian  official. 

Mr.  Rahma  views  “intifada”  as  a  way 
to  call  attention  to  the  Palestinian  plight. 

"The  world  does  not  listen  to  silent 
people,”  he  said. 


Veteran,  newcomer 
nominated  to  posts 


Compiled  from  News  and  Staff  Reports 

Two  candidates— one  a  19-year  veteran 
of  her  department,  the  other  a  virtual  un¬ 
known  in  national  church  circles— have 
been  nominated  to  fill  top  posts  in  United 
Methodism’s  world  mission  board. 

Cathie  Lyons,  43,  acting  head  of  health 
and  welfare  ministries  for  the  mission 
board,  has  been  nominated  to  take  that 
position  permanently. 

The  Rev.  Patricia  D.  Brown,  a  35-year- 
old  hospital  chaplain,  has  been  nominat¬ 
ed  to  fill  a  newly-created  post- 
executive  secretary  for  mission  evange¬ 
lism  with  the  mission  board. 

The  mission  evangelism  committee 
which  will  work  most  closely  with  Ms. 
Brown  was  created  in  1988  following 
more  than  20  years  of  criticism  that 
United  Methodism,  particularly  in  the 
work  of  its  world  mission  board,  has 
stressed  political-social  programs  and 
underemphasized  personal  evangelism. 

Ms.  Brown,  supervisor  of  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  chaplaincy  program  at  an  Allentown, 
Pa.,  hospital,  described  herself  as  “a 
woman  who  is  dedicated  to  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  church.” 

"I  am  one  of  those  people  who  has 
worked  behind  the  scenes,  enjoyed  doing 
that  and  had  felt  called  to  do  that,”  Ms. 
Brown  told  the  Reporter,  acknowledging 
that  she  isn’t  widely  known. 

A  member  of  the  Central  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  conference,  she  is  a  graduate  of  Loch 
Haven  (Pa.)  University  and  Lutheran 
Theological  Seminary  in  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

In  addition  to  serving  several  small 
churches  and  as  a  hospital  chaplain,  she 
also  spent  a  year  teaching  elementary 
school  children  in  a  Christian  Missionary 
Alliance  school  in  Quito,  Ecuador. 

Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (Nebraska 
Area),  president  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  called  Ms.  Brown’s 
nomination  “significant”  because  she  is 


“a  person  who  is  herself  a  product  of 
mission  evangelism.” 

The  Rev.  Garry  O.  Parker,  a  consul¬ 
tant  with  the  mission  evangelism  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  past  12  months,  had  been 
considered  the  frontrunner  for  the  post. 

His  nomination  got  bogged  down  in  a 
dispute  over  personnel  policies  last  April 
in  which  both  Ms.  Lyons’  predecessor 
and  the  church’s  world-mission  chief 
were  not  renominated. 

"Although  I  naturally  am  disappointed 
I  was  not  nominated,  I  believe  the  nomi¬ 
nating  committee  did  their  work  careful¬ 
ly  and  thoroughly,”  said  Dr.  Parker. 

"I  hope  our  whole  church  will  join  me 
in  praying  for  and  working  with  the 
board,  with  Mrs.  Brown  and  with  every¬ 
one  involved. 

“To  the  extent  that  they  succeed,  our 
whole  church  and  the  cause  of  Christ 
benefits,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 

The  world  mission  board’s  action  has 
gotten  scrutiny  from  United  Methodist 
evangelicals,  who  have  lobbied  for  a  per¬ 
son  with  a  solid,  evangelical  track  record. 

The  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  H,  editor 
of  the  evangelical  caucus  "Good  News” 
magazine,  admitted  that  although  he  was 
“initially  disappointed”  Mr.  Parker  was 
not  the  nominee,  he  is  encouraged  by  re¬ 
ports  that  Ms.  Brown  “comes  out  of  an 
evangelical  faith  commitment.” 

“We’ll  certainly  be  praying  that  the 
Lord  will  use  her  gifts  and  skills  to  be  an 
effective  staff  person  in  mission  evange¬ 
lism,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 

Ms.  Lyons  is  taking  over  a  department 
she  joined  in  1970  after  graduating  from 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary. 

She  has  planned  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  conferences  on  women’s  health, 
primary  health  care,  welfare  reform  and 
AIDS  ministries.  She  was  one  of  five  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  consulted  by  U.S.  Surgeon 
General  C.  Everett  Koop  for  his  report 
on  AIDS. 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church's  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 


MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 
P.O.  Box  222198 
Dallas,  TX  75222 


Center  aids 

crippled 

children 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  LINDA  BLOOM 


JERUSALEM— A  physical  therapist  works  the  leg  of  a  disabled  Palestinian  child  at  the  Princess  Basma  Jerusa¬ 
lem  Crippled  Children’s  Center.  Many  of  its  patients  have  birth  defects,  but  today  many  also  come  to  the  center  for 
treatment  of  bones  broken  in  skirmishes  with  Israeli  soldiers. 

Support  urged  for  Palestine  projects 


While  United  Methodism’s  relief  agen¬ 
cy  gives  abput  $500,000  a  year  to  Middle 
East  projects,  few  church  members  con¬ 
tribute  directly. 

Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  head  of  the 
agency,  said  the  grants  are  primarily 
from  "undesignated  funds,”  not  from 
funds  given  locally  through  the  Advance 
for  Christ  and  His  Church  and  designated 
by  the  giver  for  a  specific  project. 

“We  get  little  support  directly  from  [in¬ 
dividual]  United  Methodists  for  these  proj¬ 
ects,"  said  Dr.  Kehrberg,  adding  that  it  is 


critical  for  church  members  to  become 
more  aware  of  their  denomination’s 
work  in  the  region. 

Advance  projects,  with  the  number  to 
be  designated  by  local  church  givers  and 
the  annual  funding  level,  include: 

/  Crippled  Children’s  Center  (see  sep¬ 
arate  story),  No.  629393-5;  $10,000  per 
year. 

/  Children’s  Ministries  in  the  Middle 
East,  No.  601225-1;  $25,000  per  year. 

/  Palestine  Refugee  Program,  No. 
601727-5;  $65,000  per  year. 


✓  Refugee  Ministries  in  the  Middle 
East,  No.  601750-4;  $60,000  per  year. 

S  Family  Service  in  Gaza  Strip.  No. 
616469-5;  $25,000  per  year. 

/  Palestinian  Youth  Program,  No. 
616728-8;  $10,000  per  year. 

/  Vocational  Training  in  Gaza  Strip, 
No.  616881-8;  $40,000  per  year. 

7  Legal  Aid  for  Palestinian  Families, 
No.  609386-1;  $5,000  per  year. 

S  Vocational  Training  Center,  Jeri¬ 
cho,  No.  627965-0;  $10,000  per  year. 


JERUSALEM— Almost  every  day, 
seven  or  eight  crippled  children  come  to 
a  United  Methodist-supported  center  for 
physical  therapy  to  knit  bones  broken  in 
skirmishes  with  soldiers. 

That’s  life  today  at  the  Princess  Basma 
Jerusalem  Crippled  Children’s  Center. 

Both  expenses  and  the  need  for  the 
center’s  therapy 
services  have  in¬ 
creased  since  the 
"intifada”  [Pales¬ 
tinian  uprising]  began  in  December  1987. 

For  years.  United  Methodists  have 
helped  rehabilitate  disabled  children— 
mostly  victims  of  birth  defects— from 
the  West  Bank  and  Gaza.  The  denomina¬ 
tion’s  relief  agency,  for  example,  has 
contributed  $10,000  annually. 

Center  director  Elazabeth  Majaj  said 
the  UM  contributions  are  especially  ap¬ 
preciated  because  the  church  hasn’t  at¬ 
tached  strings— the  money  is  to  be  used 
"where  the  need  is  greater.” 

Today,  the  "need”  is  greater  than 
ever,  said  Ms.  Majaj. 

She  said  all  of  the  51  inpatient  beds  are 
full  and  the  hospital  has  "a  waiting  list.” 

Fund  raising  is  a  constant  reality,  Ms. 
Majaj  said. 

Although  about  35  percent  of  her  annu¬ 
al  budget  comes  from  local  fees  and  do¬ 
nations,  most  comes  from  churches 
around  the  world. 

“Every  time  we  have  a  crisis  of  some 
sort,  we  must  make  a  special  appeal,” 
she  said. 

Although  two  general  hospitals  are 
nearby  for  emergency  or  surgical  cases, 
the  center  must  pay  them  for  this  care. 

“Many  times,  children's  operations  are 
delayed  because  we  do  not  have  the  mon¬ 
ey,”  said  Ms.  Majaj. 

Although  there  has  been  a  surge  in  the 
number  of  patients  since  the  uprising  be¬ 
gan,  most  of  the  center’s  children  are 
still  sufferers  of  birth  defects,  the  most 
common  being  cerebral  palsy. 


Speaker  says  black  UMs  must  win 
souls,  earn  group’s  independence 


Church 

attacks 

‘crack’ 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  FRANCISCO— When  the  area 
surrounding  Glide  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  became  "infested” 
with  "crack”  addicts  and  drug  dealers, 
the  Rev.  Cecil  Williams  knew  something 
must  be  done. 

A  year  ago,  Glide  Memorial  began  its 
own  program  dealing  with  the  crack 
problem. 

Dr.  Williams  is  using  that  program  as 
a  foundation  for  a  national  conference 
April  11-14  focusing  on  the  black  com¬ 
munity  and  crack. 

He  said  he  considers  crack  the  most 
destructive  force  ever  to  face  the  black 
family,  "worse  than  slavery,  worse  than 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan.  That’s  the  impact 
some  of  us  feel.” 

But  it  is  a  problem  that  concerns  ev¬ 
eryone,  he  said. 

“Crack  cocaine  is  moving  heavily  into 
the  Hispanic  community,  into  segments 
of  the  white  community  and  into  subur¬ 
bia,"  said  Dr.  Williams. 

What  makes  the  April  11-14  confer¬ 
ence  unique,  he  said,  is  that  it  treats 
crack  as  a  problem  related  to  public 
health,  not  just  to  criminal  justice. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  is  to 
create  a  national  network  and  support 
system  to  deal  with  the  crack  epidemic. 

Dr.  Williams  believes  churches  should 
involve  themselves  in  the  crisis. 

“We  have  the  greatest  opportunity  we 
have  had  in  a  long  time  to  give  leader¬ 
ship,”  he  said. 

When  smoked,  crack  delivers  a  sudden 
burst  of  cocaine  to  the  brain  and  brings  a 
feeling  of  euphoria.  But  the  intense  high 
lasts  only  a  short  time,  which  is  why  ad¬ 
dicts  seek  it  constantly. 

"The  craving  is  almost  unbelievable,” 
Dr.  Williams  explained.  “You’re  always 
chasing  that  first  hit.” 

Most  people  involved  in  the  seven  re¬ 
covery  groups  sponsored  by  Glide  Memo¬ 
rial  come  when  they  are  "shot  to  the 
curb"— meaning  they  have  nothing  left, 
Dr.  Williams  explained. 

"The  sense  of  rejection  and  abandon¬ 
ment  is  paramount." 

While  crack  addicts  get  help  on  the 
physical  part  of  the  addiction  from 
Haight  Ashbury  Free  Medical  Clinics  or 
other  places,  Glide  Memorial  provides 
spiritual  rebirth  and  a  new  will  to  live 
through  its  “family.” 

In  fact,  the  recovery  program  includes 
a  type  of  birth  process,  Glide’s  senior 
pastor  explained. 

Recovering  crack  addicts  “are  born 
into  a  huge  family  here  and  have  it  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives,”  said  Dr.  Williams. 
"This  is  their  home.  They’re  here  every 
day.” 

Of  the  more  than  2000  people  who 
have  become  involved  in  Glide’s  pro¬ 
gram,  he  estimates  that  “30  percent  are 
recovering  now.” 

Medical  researchers  say  crack  is  the 
most  addictive  drug  ever.  The  desire  is 
so  strong  that  addicts  are  willing  to  com¬ 
mit  crime,  sell  their  bodies  and  destroy 
family  relationships  to  obtain  it. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO— Many  United  Methodist 
congregations,  the  speaker  said,  justify 
their  ministry  by  saying,  “We  aren’t  dying, 
we  re  just  pruning  our  membership  rolls.” 

"But,”  he  continued,  “my  understand¬ 
ing  is  that  you  prune  to  make  room  for 
new  growth.  And  if  you  prune  and  there 
is  no  growth,  then  you  are  dying. 

"If  you  are  dying  you  are  nonproduc¬ 
tive.  And  if  you  are  nonproductive,  don’t 
expect  the  Lord  to  understand  all  about 
it  and  say,  ‘Well  done.’  If  you  are  nonpro¬ 
ductive,  I’m  convinced  that  the  Lord’s 
going  to  say,  ‘Come  down.’ 

"And  if  you  aren’t  doing  it  where  you 
are,  then  why  should  the  bishop  feel  that 
you’ll  do  it  somewhere  else?” 

Those  frank  challenges  and  questions 
came  recently  from  the  Rev.  Walter  L. 
Kimbrough,  pastor  of  Ben  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  largest  (6,000  members)  black 
church.  He  was  speaking  during  the 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
meeting  this  month. 

Turning  from  the  church  at  large  to 
his  specific  audience,  Dr.  Kimbrough 
asked,  "How  can  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  act  like  it’s  grown  and 
depend  on  the  church  for  its  survival?” 

“There  is  something  vitally  wrong,  af¬ 
ter  22  years  of  existence,  that  we  are 
still  dependent  children,”  he  added. 

BMCR  was  founded  to  advocate  for  ra¬ 
cial  and  social  justice  when  the  United 
Methodist  Church  merged  in  1968. 

Dr.  Kimbrough  told  the  nearly  600 
people  at  the  closing  banquet  that  BMCR 
cannot  hold  the  denomination  account¬ 
able  to  black  United  Methodists  if  it  de¬ 
pends  on  the  church’s  agencies  for 
financial  support. 

“[The  General  Commission  on]  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  understands  our  plight. 
And  do  we  cry  on  the  [agency’s]  shoulder 


and  pull  out  me  nandKercmei  out  of  our 
$350  purse?”  said  Dr.  Kimbrough,  who  is 
BMCR’s  newly  elected  treasurer. 

"BMCR  is  for  us;  it  is  ours.  We  ought 
to  be  responsible  for  the  handling  of  it 
Or  are  we  like  other  folks,  expecting 
something  for  nothing?"  he  said 

Dr.  Kimbrough  challenged  BMCR  to 
begin  an  immediate  60-day  capital  funds 
campaign,  to  raise  money  for  its  budget 
and  alleviate  a  $100,000  debt. 

"Everything  we  get  comes  with  a 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO— “Miami,  New  York,  Chica¬ 
go,  and  Detroit  need  urban  missionaries, 
armed  for  guerrilla  warfare— people  who 
could  tell  the  Gospel  story  in  the  vernacu¬ 
lar  and  love  the  hell  out  of  the  people." 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton  E.  May 
(Harrisburg,  Pa.  Area)  made  those  re¬ 
marks  during  the  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  meeting  this  month. 

At  a  worship  service  of  nearly  1,000  peo¬ 
ple  at  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Chicago,  Bishop  May  said  he  came  to 
that  conclusion  following  his  recent  visit 
to  Miami  as  president  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

A  special  committee  from  that  council 
had  been  asked  to  see  what  the  church 
can  do  about  the  plight  of  Nicaraguan 
and  Haitian  refugees  placed  in  detention 
centers  there  (see  UMR,  March  17.) 

The  bishop  said  he  asked  himself  be¬ 
fore  the  trip,  "Is  it  our  business  to  look  at 
that  as  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries?  We  don’t  do  programming. 

"Won’t  the  church  think  this  is  a  power 
play?  Won’t  people  think  we  are  med- 


price,”  he  said.  "It  you  don't  pay  for  it,  it 
ain’t  really  worth  having." 

On  another  subject.  Dr  Kimbrough 
said  one  problem  of  the  United  Methodist 
Chorch  is  that  congregations  “don’t  set 
high  and  realistic  goals.” 

“Too  many  of  us  have  failed  to  set 
goals,  so  we  haven’t  expected  anything  to 
happen,"  he  said.  "Every  congregation 
should  expect  a  net  growth  of  10  percent  a 
year.  If  you  don’t  go  for  it,  it  won’t  happen. 


dling  in  others  affairs?" 

But  sometimes,  he  said,  you  can’t  wait 
for  protocol  because  "all  the  world  will 
move  closer  to  hell.  " 

Also  during  the  trip  the  committee  vis¬ 
ited  the  Overtown  section  of  Miami,  the 
site  of  rioting  last  January.  Bishop  May 
said  83  percent  of  that  community  is  un¬ 
churched  and  a  drug  culture  finances  the 
entire  community. 

"I  haven’t  see  anything  in  Africa  or 
Asia  or  South  Africa  that  could  compare 
to  that,”  he  said. 

Bishop  May  said  middle-class  blacks 
have  ignored  those  types  of  problems 
thriving  in  the  inner  cities. 

“We  talk  about  ‘Oh,  how  I  love  Jesus,’ 
but  we  don’t  live  the  life,"  he  said. 

“It’s  frightening  to  hear  the  cry  of  the  op¬ 
pressed,"  the  bishop  continued.  “It’s  risky 
business,  isn’t  it?  But  we  should  throw  all 
caution  to  the  wind  and  follow  Jesus. 

"If  we  are  the  church— and  we  are! — 
we  are  called  to  lay  down  our  lives  for 
humankind  because  Christ  laid  down  His 
life  for  us.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
CHICAGO— New  officers  for  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  are  (left  to  right)  Deborah  Robinson,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  secretary;  the  Rev.  Walter  L.  Kimbrough,  Atlanta,  treasurer;  the  Rev.  Tallulah  F.  Williams,  Chicago, 
vice-president;  and  Ernest  L.  Swiggett,  White  Plains,  N.Y.,  president. 


Bishop  says  cities  need 
‘missionary  guerrillas’ 
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She  sends . .  . 

Church  secretary  Beatrice  Gisler  sends  church  bulle¬ 
tin  via  computer. 


...  he  receives 

Church  lay  leader  Stew  Bowden  receives  church  bul¬ 
letin  via  modem. 


Computer  helps  create  Braille  bulletin 


By  DAVID  MANNER 

Close  your  eyes. 

Imagine  that  you  are  sightless. 

When  you  attend  services  at  your 
local  church,  how  will  you  be  able  to 
follow  the  liturgy? 

You  wouldn't  be  able  to  read  the 
corporate  prayers  and  responses. 

You  wouldn’t  be  able  to  see  the 
printed  announcements. 

You  might  feel  left  out  sometimes. 

That’s  how  worship  was  few  the  first 
“40-some"  years  for  Stewart  Bowden, 
the  principal  of  the  Virginia  School  for 
the  Blind  and  lay  leader  of  Wesley  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Hampton,  Va. 

Now,  thanks  to  a  gift  to  the  church 
of  a  computer  modem  and  software, 
Mr.  Bowden  is  able  to  participate 
fully  in  corporate  worship. 

Weslev  UMC  has  had  a  computer 


for  about  three  years. 

Each  week,  the  church  secretary, 
Mrs.  Bea  Gisler,  uses  the  computer’s 
word  processing  software  to  compose 
the  Sunday  worship  bulletin. 

In  addition  to  printing  copies  for 
sighted  parishioners,  she  sends  an 
electronic  version  of  the  bulletin  over 
the  telephone  line  via  the  new  modem 
to  Mr.  Bowden’s  computer. 

Mr.  Bowden  listens  to  it  on  a  voice- 
box  attached  to  his  computer. 

After  deleting  information  he  does 
not  need,  he  prints  a  copy  on  his  high¬ 
speed  Braille  printer  which  pounds 
out  130  characters  per  second. 

“It  has  always  been  frustrating  to 
stand  silently  while  others  recite  the 
responsive  readings,"  said  Mr.  Bowden. 

“Now,  I  feel  much  more  comfort¬ 
able  being  able  to  pray  and  read  with 


everybody  else,”  he  said. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  David  E.  Man¬ 
ner  Jr.,  said,  “Stew  and  I  have  had 
this  dream  for  quite  some  time,  and  it 
is  thrilling  to  experience  its  fulfill¬ 
ment.  I  feel  terrific  about  helping 
Stew  have  greater  access  to  corpo¬ 
rate  worship.” 

“It’s  also  fun  working  on  the  com¬ 
puter  and  communicating  with  him  in 
a  whole  new  way,”  the  pastor  added. 

Wesley  UMC’s  new  Braille  bulletin 
has  not  only  made  worship  more  mean¬ 
ingful  for  Mr.  Bowden;  it  has  also 
brought  new  possibilities  for  others. 

“Dave  and  I  are  discussing  how  to 
inform  other  sightless  Hamptonians 
about  our  Braille  bulletin,”  said  Mr. 
Bowden.  “We  are  also  talking  about 
how  to  help  other  congregations  make 
their  own  Braille  bulletins.” 
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April  meeting  planned  in  Africa 
on  proposed  UM-related  university 


Compiled  from  Staff  and  News  Reports 

Higher-education  officials  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  a  Zimbabwean 
government  official  will  meet  in  April  to 
discuss  the  church’s  plans  to  build  a  uni¬ 
versity  in  Zimbabwe. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson, 
who  made  the  announcement,  the  planned 
meeting  is  “probably  the  most  significant 
development”  for  the  proposed  Africa 
University  since  the  idea  was  approved 
by  the  1988  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Ireson  is  general  secretary  for 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

In  a  related  development,  Dr.  Ireson 
said  that  former  U.S.  President  Jimmy 
Carter  has  written  a  personal  letter  to 
Zimbabwean  President  Robert  Mugabe 
supporting  the  establishment  of  a  United 
Methodist  university. 

Mr.  Carter’s  letter  affirms  “the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  quality  of  the 
colleges  and  universities  related  to  it,” 
according  to  Dr.  Ireson. 

He  added  that  the  former  president 
plans  to  visit  President  Mugabe  during  a 
trip  this  summer  with  the  Rev.  James  T. 
Laney,  president  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

The  planned  meeting  between  church 
leaders  and  Dzingai  Mutumbuka,  Zimba¬ 
bwe’s  top  education  official,  will  be  the 
first  since  a  government  commission  re¬ 
ported  on  the  United  Methodist  proposal. 

The  commission  had  been  named  by 
President  Mugabe  to  study  the  feasibility 
of  privately  operated  schools  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe,  including  the  United  Methodist  pro¬ 


posal,  according  to  the  Rev.  Judith  E. 
Smith.  Ms.  Smith  is  the  higher  education 
board's  top  communications  official. 

She  said  it’s  her  understanding  that 
Roman  Catholics  and  Seventh-day  Ad¬ 
ventists  have  also  expressed  interest  in 
establishing  higher  education  programs 
in  Zimbabwe. 

No  provision  for  privately-run  institu¬ 
tions  of  higher  education  exists  under 
Zimbabwean  law,  Ms.  Smith  added. 

President  Mugabe  received  the  study 
commission’s  report  in  February,  Dr. 
Ireson  said. 

He  said  that  word  from  the  Rev.  John ' 
Kerewa,  secretary  of  parliament  in  Zim¬ 
babwe  and  a  United  Methodist  minister, 
indicates  that  the  commission’s  report  is 
“positive.” 

If  Mr.  Mugabe  responds  favorably  to  the 
report,  it  will  be  forwarded  to  his  cabinet 
for  approval.  At  that  point,  although  Zim¬ 
babwe's  parliament  must  adopt  legislation 
enabling  the  establishment  of  private 
higher  education  institutions,  general  poli¬ 
cy  for  the  United  Methodist  school  will 
have  been  set,  according  to  Dr.  Ireson. 

Although  it  looks  good  for  the  United 
Methodist  plan,  Dr.  Ireson  said  that  key 
points  still  need  to  be  negotiated  with  Dr. 
Mutumbuka. 

Those  points  include  whether  the  school 
can  begin  with  a  college  of  education  and 
possibly  another  college  in  addition  to  a 
school  of  theology;  the  proposed  size  of  the 
school;  and  the  actual  opening  date. 

The  government  process  for  reviewing 
the  proposal  has  possibly  pushed  back 
the  university’s  opening,  originally  set 
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You  Are 
Invited-- 


NATIONAL  CAMPING 
METHODISTS,  INC. 

Invite  you  to  join  this  Christian  fam- 
ily  camping  organization. 

For  information,  call  or  write: 
National  Coordinator:  Lloyd  Shep¬ 
ard,  P.O.Box  247,  Lincoln,  MO  65338. 
(816)  547-2218. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
125  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC 
Ministries,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Gainesville,  FL,  a  2500-member  church  in  a  uni¬ 
versity  setting.  Please  send  resume,  repertoire  of 
anthems  for  the  past  two  years,  major  works  con- 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  COKER  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  231  EL  North  Loop  Road,  San  Anto¬ 
nio.  Texas  78216.  (512)  494-3455.  Full-time 
Organist /Handbell  Choir  Director.  Work  with  Di¬ 
rector  of  Music  serving  2 ,200- member  church  with 
full  program  of  8  vocal  choirs,  4  handbell  choirs. 
Additional  responsibilities  determined  by  qualifi- 
cations/experience  of  the  successful  applicant. 
Salary  competitive  and  commensurate  with  train¬ 
ing/experience.  Send  letter  of  application  and  re¬ 
sume  not  later  than  June  30  to:  Bruce  White, 
Director  of  Music,  at  the  church  address. 

qulrements  to:  Judy  Webb,  Trinity  UMC,  3536  NW 
8th  Ave.,  Gainesville.  FL  32605.  Applications  ac¬ 
cepted  until  4/14/89  or  position  filled. 

CUSTOM  DESIGNED  BANNERS  FOR  ALL  sea¬ 
sons  of  the  church.  We  use  the  finest  materials. 
Call  (901)  754-6358  or  755-2106  for  details.  2  week 
delivery. 

FULL-TIME  PROGRAM  DEVELOPMENT  Coor¬ 
dinator.  Responsibilities:  Coordinate  the  education 
and  program  of  the  Church  through  Council  on 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT 
for  a  2300-member  suburban  church  with  six 
choirs  and  two  handbell  choirs,  available  July  1. 
Salary  negotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  Fred  Conger,  Se¬ 
nior  Pastor,  for  Job  description  and  additional  in¬ 
formation.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1032 
Maple  Avenue,  Downers  Grove,  IL  60515.  Tele¬ 
phone:  (312)  968-7120. 

sume  by  May  l,  1989:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Attn:  Ken  Caraway,  Box  445,  Galax,  VA 
24333. 

SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL  WITH  SECONDARY  certi¬ 
fication  for  private  school  Administrator,  Resident 
Student  Counselors,  supervise  dormitory  students/ 
manage  facility,  single  or  married  couple.  Second- 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER  sought 
for  church  of  1100  members.  Comprehensive  mu- 
sic  program  for  all  age  groups.  Forty  rank  Sehantz 
pipe  organ.  Salary  competitive  based  on  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to:  The  Reverend  Grayson  Wat¬ 
son,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  812  Kirkman 
Street,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 . 

higher  level  math.  Red  Bird  Mission,  Beverly,  KY 
40913.  (606)598-5135. 

FREE  INFORMATION  ON:  ENERGIZING  Fam¬ 
ily  Ministries.  Family  Education  Enterprises, 
2320  E.  Lincoln  Dr.,  Phoenix,  AZ  85016. 
Phone:(602)955-8554 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  250- 
member  music  program,  six  choral  and  six  hand¬ 
bell  choirs,  orchestra  potential.  Music  degree  and 
experience  required.  Send  resume  to:  Saint 
Stephen  United  Methodist  Church,  4600  South 
Western.  Amarillo,  TX  79109.  (806)  355-7271. 

PROGRAM/ EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  2300-mem- 
ber  congregation  welcomes  your  resume.  Candidate 
needs  experience  and  professional  degree  Organi¬ 
zation.  leadership,  communication  and  spiritual  at¬ 
tributes  are  a  must!  Contact  W.  Bruce  Connors, 
Southside  United  Methodist  Church,  3120  Hendricks 
Ave.,  Jacksonville,  FL  32207. 

NEW  YORK  BASED  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
will  publish  your  book  free  if  you  can  sell  a 
minimum  of  1500  copies.  Welstar  Publications 
(212)  928-7528. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Youth.  First  United  Methodist  Church 
with  1175  members  in  city  of  18,000.  Prefer  mas¬ 
ter's  of  Christian  education,  but  will  consider 
bachelor’s  degree  or  equivalent  in  experience.  We 
are  looking  for  iust  the  right  person.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable  in  regard  to  education  and/or  experience. 
Multi-staff  environment.  Send  resume/inquiries 
to:  Dr.  Steve  McEUroy,  Box  527,  Hereford,  TX 
79045.  (806)  364-0770. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun.  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6087.627-9507 

Is  church  blowin’  smoke 
on  tobacco/health  issues? 


for  March  1990  for  the  theology  school, 
Dr.  Ireson  said. 

As  matters  now  stand,  the  start-up  is 
likely  to  be  between  March  1990  and 
March  1991,  he  said. 

Plans  call  for  United  Methodists  to 
raise  $20  million  for  the  university  during 
1989-92— half  through  “askings”  appor¬ 
tioned  to  local  churches  and  half  through 
World  Service  Special  gifts,  a  voluntary 
churchwide  fund. 

Of  that  $20  million,  half  is  earmarked 
for  a  permanent  endowment  to  provide 
scholarships  for  Africa  University  stu¬ 
dents  and  half  will  go  to  establish  and 
build  the  university. 

Zimbabwe  United  Methodists  donated 
a  1,000-acre  site  at  Mutare,  a  100-year 
old  mission  station,  for  the  university. 

This  report  was  compiled  from  United 
Methodist  News  Service  reports  and  oth¬ 
er  sources  by  Associate  Editor  Stephen 
L.  Swecker. 

First  hymnal 
gift  planned 
for  bishops 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  new  United  Methodist  hymnal’s 
publication  will  be  celebrated  by  the 
church’s  more  than  100  bishops  from 
around  the  world  during  their  semi-annu¬ 
al  meeting  May  2-5  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 

The  first  copy  of  the  hymnal  will  be 
presented  to  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr. 
(San  Antonio  Area),  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  at  an  8  p.m.  public 
dedication  service  May  4. 

Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job  (Iowa  Area), 
who  chaired  the  hymnal  revision  com¬ 
mittee,  will  make  the  presentation. 

All  bishops  will  be  given  copies  of  the 
hymnal  following  the  service. 

According  to  Robert  K.  Feaster,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  books  will  be  shipped  to  local 
churches  at  a  rate  of  175,000  a  week  be¬ 
ginning  May  30. 

Among  other  business,  the  bishops  will 
hear  reports  on: 

•The  “Vital  Congregations— Faithful 
Disciples”  initiative  to  be  launched  with 
a  fall  1990  convocation  in  Fort  Worth, 
Tex. 

•  A  week-long  episcopal  peace  mission 
to  Nicaragua  made  in  January  by  14  U.S. 
bishops,  one  Filipino  and  one  East  Ger¬ 
man  bishop  (see  UMR,  Feb.  10). 

•Church  growth  and  development  in 
Africa,  where  membership  is  increasing 
rapidly. 

•  The  continuing  work  of  the  ministry 
study  committee. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  May  5, 
Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area) 
will  assume  a  one-year  term  as  president 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Area)  is  council  secretary. 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Many  religious  groups 
have  not  carried  over  the  same  kind  of 
intense  political  activity  they  exhibit  to¬ 
ward  certain  social  issues  to  the  issue  of 
smoking  and  health. 

While  some  denominations  traditional¬ 
ly  have  opposed  smoking,  most  have  not 
lifted  their  voices  in  recent  years  either 
on  the  issue  of  the  health  hazards  of  to¬ 
bacco  or  fhe  practices  of  cigarette  com¬ 
panies  ir  marketing  their  products 
overseas. 

Evidence  of  the  harmful  effects  of 
smoking  has  been  documented  in  reports 
by  the  U.S.  surgeon  general  since  1964.  In 
the  latest  report,  issued  in  early  Janu¬ 
ary,  Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop 
reported  that  smoking  killed  390,000 
Americans  in  1985  and  is  the  single  most 
important  preventable  cause  of  death  in 
American  society. 

Explanations  offered 

A  number  of  explanations  have  been 
offered  for  the  lack  of  activity  by  reli¬ 
gious  groups  in  response  to  such  evi¬ 
dence.  Reasons  given  range  from  church 
investment  guidelines  that  prohibit  the 
holding  of  stock  in  tobacco  companies  to 
the  perception  that  smoking  is  on  a  level 
with  drinking  or  card  playing,  a  so-called 
“Saturday  night  sin”  that  is  not  consid¬ 
ered  as  urgent  an  issue  as  apartheid  or 
nuclear  weapons. 

“Some  denominations  have  tradition¬ 
ally  been  opposed  to  smoking,”  said 
Gary  Miller,  assistant  to  the  president  of 
the  Tobacco  Institute  in  Washington, 
D.C.  “But  I  don’t  know  of  any  new  lobby¬ 
ing  activity  or  political  efforts”  coming 
from  the  churches.  He  said  the  industry 
would  view  the  churches  as  a  “battle¬ 
ground  we  don’t  want  to  become  in¬ 
volved  in.  . . .  They’re  entitled  to  their 
opinion,  and  we  don’t  approach  them 
about  it.” 

The  Presbyterians  have  one  of  the 
most  hard-hitting— but  little-known— 
stands  on  the  use  and  sale  of  tobacco  tak¬ 
en  by  a  U.S.  religious  body. 

In  a  resolution  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.  A.)  in  1987,  the  denomination: 

/  Calls  cigarette  smoking  “the  largest 
preventable  cause  of  death.” 

/  Says  tobacco  "is  as  addictive  as  any 
drug  of  abuse.” 

/  Urges  Congress  to  hike  the  taxes  on 
tobacco  products  and  end  all  subsidies 


for  growers  and  sellers  of  tobacco. 

Seeks  to  extend  the  present  ban  on 
advertising  of  cigarettes  on  radio  and 
television  to  print  media  and  billboards 
and  includes  smokeless  tobacco  prod¬ 
ucts. 

/Chided  tobacco  companies  for  their 
aggressive  promotion  of  cigarettes  and  oth¬ 
er  tobacco  products  in  developing  nations. 

/  Expressed  “compassion  and  con¬ 
cern”  for  people  addicted  to  tobacco 
products,  and  recognized  the  difficulty  of 
overcoming  such  addiction. 

Others  wrestle  with  issue 

Other  denominations  have  been  wres¬ 
tling  with  the  issue. 

A  resolution  similar  to  the  one  adopted 
by  the  Presbyterians  was  passed  in  1984 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  the  nation’s  largest 
Protestant  denomination. 

It  urged  Congress  to  end  subsidies  to 
those  who  “plant,  grow  or  sell  tobacco 


products,”  encouraged  Southern  Baptists 
who  grow  tobacco  to  “switch  to  another 
cash  crop”  and  urged  people  to  refrain 
from  tobacco  use. 

James  J.  Londis,  a  Seventh-day  Ad¬ 
ventist  and  director  of  the  Washington 
Institute  on  Contemporary  Issues,  has 
said,  “The  silence  of  our  major  religions 
and  religious  leaders  about  this  issue  is 
incomprehensible— even  reprehensible." 

There  are  some  signs  that  the  tide  is 
beginning  to  turn. 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  are  considering 
policies  similar  to  the  resolutions  passed 
by  the  Presbyterians  and  the  Southern 
Baptists. 

Yet  these  still  remain  more  the  excep¬ 
tion  than  the  rule. 

Conservative  religious  groups  are  un¬ 
accustomed  to  doing  more  than  urging 
individuals  to  consider  becoming  in¬ 
volved  in  such  matters. 


Scholars:  Jesus  didn’t  say 
that  He  is  coming  back 


By  GUS  NIEBUHR 
Religious  News  Service 

SONOMA,  Calif.— Jesus  never  predict¬ 
ed  the  end  of  the  world  or  said  he  would 
return  to  Earth  in  a  second  coming. 

That  was  the  verdict  of  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  vote  recently  taken  by  the  Jesus 
Seminar,  a  group  of  biblical  scholars 
from  across  the  country. 

Their  decision  contradicts  a  key  tenet 
of  orthodox  Christianity— that  Christ 
will  return  on  “clouds  of  glory”  to  gather 
the  righteous  before  the  end  of  the  world. 

The  scholars  said  Jesus’  description  of 
a  second  coming,  found  in  Mark  13:24-27, 
actually  Was  composed  at  least  four  de¬ 
cades  after  the  Crucifixion. 

The  Gospel  writer  drew  on  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  sources  in  the  book  of  Daniel,  the 
seminar  declared. 

Members  of  the  seminar,  organized  in 
1985  in  Berkeley,  have  spent  the  last  four 
years  separating  what  they  think  Jesus 
actually  said  from  words  attributed  to 
him  later  by  early  Christian  writers. 

Not  the  firs^controversy 

The  verdict  on  the  second  coming  isn’t 
the  first  controversial  position  taken  by 
the  seminar,  a  group  of  125  scholars 


drawn  from  Wesleyan  University,  De- 
Paul  University,  the  University  of  Min¬ 
nesota  and  several  other  colleges, 
seminaries  and  universities. 

Last  October,  the  group  voted  that  Jesus 
never  composed  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  that  the 
prayer  contained  some  of  His  ideas  but  was 
composed  by  early  Christians. 

The  vote  on  the  second  coming  was 
even  more  decisive,  with  more  than  75 
percent  of  seminar  members  present 
maintaining  that  predictions  of  Christ’s 
return  were  fabricated  by  the  Gospel 
writer. 

Members  have  acknowledged  that  their 
findings  might  shock  many  Christians. 

Not  everyone  agrees  with  them 

Partly  as  a  result  of  the  notoriety  the 
group  gained  from  its  vote  on  the  Lord’s 
Prayer,  more  than  50  people  showed  up 
at  the  meeting. 

Not  everyone  favors  the  actions  the 
seminar  has  taken. 

An  anonymous  letter,  sent  to  the  semi¬ 
nar's  head,  Dr.  Robert  Funk,  warned 
that  “if  Iran’s  leader  can  give  (a  death 
threat)  for  someone  trying  to  run  down 
the  Moslem  religion,  you  should  get  a 
death  threat  too— for  undermining  the 
blessed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  Bible.” 


the  church  today 


New  treasurer  named 
for  overseas  mission  unit 

NEW  YORK-The  World  Program  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  United  Methodist  mission 
board  has  a  new  treasurer. 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Wyman  Jr.,  for¬ 
merly  vice  president  of  the  Texas  Meth¬ 
odist  Foundation  in  Austin,  Texas,  was 
named  to  administer  the  $20  million  an¬ 
nual  budget  of  the  overseas  mission  unit. 
He  also  serves  as  treasurer  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  which 
has  a  $10  million  annual  budget. 

Mr.  Wyman  replaces  Richard  Vreeland 
who  joined  the  staff  of  the  West  Michigan 
Annual  Conference  in  June  1988. 

Walker  Railey  not  likely  to  pay 
his  wife’s  health  care  bills 

DALLAS  (UMNS)— Former  United 
Methodist  pastor  Walker  Railey,  earning 
a  modest  income  as  a  data  processor  in 
the  Los  Angeles  area,  has  little  money 
and  likely  will  not  pay  an  $18  million 
judgment  against  him  for  allegedly 
choking  his  wife  into  a  coma  in  1987,  his 
wife’s  lawyer  said  March  21. 

“The  Dallas  Morning  News”  reported 
that  Dr.  Railey,  once  senior  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas, 
and  his  attorney  presented  evidence  indi¬ 
cating  that  Dr.  Railey’s  financial  hold¬ 
ings  and  current  income  are  insufficient 
to  pay  for  his  wife’s  care  at  a  Tyler,  Tex¬ 
as,  nursing  home. 

Margaret  "Peggy”  Railey  has  been  in 
what  doctors  describe  as  a  “near-vegeta¬ 
tive  state”  since  April  22, 1987,  when  she 
was  attacked  and  beaten  at  the  family 
home  and  choked  into  unconsciousness  by 
a  still-unknown  attacker. 

Advance  group  approves  plans 
for  General  Conference  meeting 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (UMNS)— The  1992 
United  Methodist  General  Conference— 
the  denomination’s  highest  legislative 
body— will  meet  May  5-15,  1992,  at  the 
Commonwealth  Convention  Center  in 
Louisville,  United  Methodists  assigned  to 
plan  that  meeting  have  announced. 

The  Commission  on  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  also  announced  that  it  will  wel¬ 
come  inquiries  about  the  1996  meeting 
site.  Deadline  for  formal  invitations  is 


April  1, 1990. 

The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Lutrick  of  Lubbock, 
Texas,  chairman  of  the  commission,  said 
preference  will  be  given  to  invitations 
from  the  Western  Jurisdiction. 

Women’s  agency  wants  input 
on  resources  for  workers 

BALTIMORE  (UMR)— The  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  wants  to  know  how  it  can  help 
women  working  for  United  Methodist  an¬ 
nual  conferences. 

Women  in  United  Methodism’s  73  re¬ 
gions  are  to  be  surveyed  this  spring  to 
determine  what  type  of  resources  would 
help  them  in  their  jobs. 

Applications  available  for  money 
to  pay  for  youth  projects 

NASHVILLE— Your  church’s  youth 
mission  project  may  be  eligible  to  re¬ 
ceive  funding  through  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Service  Fund. 

Application  deadline  is  June  1.  Proj¬ 
ects  funded  for  1990  are  to  be  announced 
during  the  National  Youth  Ministry  Or¬ 
ganization  convocation  July  31-Aug.  4  in 
Ames,  Iowa. 

Applications  are  available  from  the 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organization, 
P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

New  scholarship  established 
for  students  at  4  UM  schools 

NASHVILLE— Students  attending  four 
traditionally  black  United  Methodist  col¬ 
leges  now  qualify  for  financial  aid  from 
a  newly  established  scholarship  fund. 

The  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Matthew  S.  Davage 
Memorial  Scholarship  Fund  can  support 
students  attending  Dilliard  University, 
New  Orleans;  Clark  Atlanta  University, 
Atlanta;  Huston-Tillotson  College,  Aus¬ 
tin,  Texas;  and  Rust  College,  Holly 
Springs,  Miss. 

Money  for  the  fund  was  left  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher 


Education  and  Ministry  by  Alice  Vera  Da¬ 
vage.  She  died  in  June  1988  at  age  106.  Her 
husband,  who  died  in  1976,  had  served  as 
president  of  six  colleges,  including  Huston- 
Tillotson,  Clark  and  Rust. 

Minnesota  clergywoman  gets 
$60,000  leadership  fellowship 

NEW  BRIGHTON,  Minn.  (UMR)— The 
Rev.  Virginia  Sue  Lyddon  Zabel  of  the 
Minnesota  Annual  Conference  is  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  a  Bush  (Foundation)  Leader¬ 
ship  Fellowship. 

The  grant  will  provide  Ms.  Zabel  with 
up  to  $60,000  of  support  to  complete  two 
academic  degrees:  a  master  of  science 
from  Pepperdine  University  in  Malibu, 
Calif.,  and  a  doctorate  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Minnesota  in  Minneapolis. 


ARE  YOU  PASTOR, 
COUNSELOR, 
TEACHER  OF  ETHICS? 

Knowledge  of  Bio-medical  progress 
and  problems  is  indispensable 
today.  Spend  a  week  of  learning  at 
the  world's  foremost  medical  center. 

June  5-9,  1989 

Leading  experts  in  medicine,  ethics 
and  theology  discuss  issues  of 
health  and  illness,  life  and  death. 

Fee:  $200.  Fine  accommodations  at 
modest  cost.  C.E.U.  credits. 

Write  or  phone  for  prospectus. 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  Director. 
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The  Institute 
of  Religion 

Texas  Medical  Center 
P.  O.  Box  20569 
Houston,  Tx  77225 
(713)797-0600 


Two  journalists  win  scholarships 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Christina  Nuckols,  22, 
of  Shenandoah,  Va.,  has  been  named  win¬ 
ner  of  the  $6,000, 1989-90  United  Method¬ 
ist  Stoody-West  Fellowship  for  graduate 
study  in  journalism. 

The  $1,000  Leonard  M.  Perryman 
Communications  Scholarship  for  Ethnic 
Minority  Students  was  awarded  to  Den¬ 
nis  C.  Galolo  of  Honolulu. 

The  Stoody-West  Fellowship  is  award¬ 
ed  by  United  Methodist  Communications 
to  a  Christian  engaged  in  religious  jour¬ 


nalism  or  planning  to  enter  tne  neid.  it 
honors  the  Rev.  Arthur  West  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  and  the  late  Ralph  Stoody,  pioneers 
in  religious  communications. 

The  other  scholarship  honors  the  late 
Leonard  M.  Perryman,  a  journalist  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  for  nearly 
30  years.  The  scholarship  aids  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  undergraduate  students  who  in¬ 
tend  to  pursue  a  career  in  religious 
communication. 

The  Stoody-West  Scholarships  have 
been  offered  since  the  1960s. 


REVELATION’S  MESSAGE 
MADE  CLEAR 

“The  Relevance  of  Revelation"  helps 
the  reader  distinguish  between  redemp¬ 
tive  truths  and  the  strange  symbols  be¬ 
ing  used  to  convey  them. 

Revelation  says  much  more  about  dy¬ 
namic  discipleship  than  the  end  of  the 
world.  Sub-title:  "The  Conquest  of  Evil”. 

Order  from  the  author:  The  Rev.  Lloyd 
M.  Conyers  (a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter),  1920  Bearette,  Batesvllle,  Ark. 

($7.95  plus  $1.25  mailing). 
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6 My  Enemy,  My  Self  ’  describes 
Jew’s  view  of  life  as  Palestinian 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— When  Yoram  Binur  dis¬ 
guised  himself  as  a  Palestinian,  the  Is¬ 
raeli  Jewish  writer  wanted  to  experience 
first-hand  what  it’s  like  to  live  as  an 
Arab  in  the  Jewish  state  and  the  occu¬ 
pied  territories. 

The  story  of  his  experiences  and  the 
dangers  he  faced  both  from  Palestinians 
who  might  have  suspected  his  true  iden¬ 
tity  and  from  security  officers  who 
thought  he  was  an  Arab  dissident  is  told 
in  his  new  book,  “My  Enemy,  My  Self,” 
published  by  Doubleday. 

In  many  cases,  the  situation  experi¬ 
enced  by  Mr.  Binur  paralleled  that  of  the 
late  John  Howard  Griffin,  the  white 
American  journalist  who  disguised  him¬ 
self  as  a  black  man  and  lived  in  the 
South  in  1959.  His  experiences  were  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  book,  “Black  Like  Me,” 
which  has  become  a  modern  classic. 

There  is  another  similarity  between 
the  two. 

Mr.  Griffin  often  faced  hostile  reac¬ 
tions  from  audiences  who  challenged  the 
veracity  of  his  reporting  or  complained 
that  his  portrayal  of  white  America  was 
too  one-sided. 


Similarly,  Mr.  Binur  faced  some  hos¬ 
tile  reactions  when  he  discussed  his  book 
at  a  recent  meeting  of  New  York's  Park 
Avenue  Literary  Club. 

Five  minutes  into  his  presentation,  one 
woman  called  him  a  “schmuck”  and 
walked  out.  Another  told  him  later  that 
“you’re  going  against  your  own  people.” 

No  objectivity  claimed 

The  writer  made  no  claim  to  objectivity. 

“This  book  is  one-sided,”  he  said.  “This 
book  is  very  bitter  and  harsh  criticism  of 
Israel,  and  I  admit  it.” 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Binur  said  he 
was  not  suggesting  that  all  Palestinians 
are  good  and  all  Israelis  bad,  nor  was  he 
proposing  a  solution  to  the  problem  be¬ 
tween  the  Israelis  and  Palestinians. 

He  declared,  however,  that  the  Israeli  oc¬ 
cupation  of  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  is  un¬ 
tenable  and  that  it  is  important  for  Israeli 
and  American  Jews  to  understand  the  situ¬ 
ation  of  the  Palestinians,  who  he  said  “live 
under  foreign  rule  and  are  denied  any  form 
of  legitimate  political  expression.” 

On  the  question  of  whether  there  is  a 
Palestinian  nation,  Mr.  Binur  said,  “Pal¬ 
estinians  became  a  nation,  as  far  as  I  can 
see  it.  because  of  the  Israelis.  . . .  The 


glue  that  glued  these  people  together 
was  the  Israeli  occupation.” 

Although  the  writer  stressed  that  “I 
don’t  have  a  recipe  for  a  solution,”  he 
warned  that  "the  occupation  is  a  great 
risk  for  the  survival  of  Israeli  society  as 
Israeli  society.” 

Some  of  the  most  striking  experiences 
related  by  Mr.  Binur  came  not  from  the 
time  that  he  was  disguised  as  a  Palestin¬ 
ian  but  from  the  mid-1970s,  when  he  was 
serving  in  the  Israeli  army  in  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  city  of  Ramallah. 

At  age  20,  he  said,  he  was  military 
commander  of  the  city  for  a  week,  a  situ¬ 
ation  which  he  described  as  “crazy.” 


Beat  one,  assist  another 
In  the  book  and  in  his  talk,  Mr.  Binur 
told  of  how  he  beat  Palestinian  teen-agers 
who  were  out  after  curfew  and  of  how  he 
also  helped  a  woman  get  medicine  for  her 
sick  husband  after  the  curfew. 

Although  the  latter  incident  might  be 
considered  an  example  of  doing  good,  Mr. 
Binur  described  it  as  a  “corruption  of 
power”  that  results  from  having  power 
over  the  lives  of  other  people. 

“This  is  no  less  corruption,  or  even 


worse  corruption,  than  being  able  to  beat 
a  13-year-old  kid,”  he  said. 

In  the  book,  Mr.  Binur  commented 
that  “whether  committing  brutal  vio¬ 
lence  or  performing  acts  of  kindness,  the 
sensation  is  the  same— it  is  the  feeling  of 
the  power  that  one  has  over  others.” 

His  uncomfortable  feeling  about  hav¬ 
ing  such  power  over  Palestinians  was 
echoed  during  the  discussion  by  a  student 
at  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  in 
New  York.  The  student  said  she  had  lived 
in  Israel  for  three  years,  including  one 
year  in  an  Arab  village. 

Describing  how  she  was  treated  defer¬ 
entially  by  Israeli  soldiers  who  stopped  a 
cab  in  which  she  was  riding  with  Palestin¬ 
ians,  the  woman  said,  “I  had  this  intense 
feeling  of  power,  that  I  was  in  control  of 
the  situation.  ...  I  knew  that  the  police 
were  going  to  see  me  as  a  Jew.” 

Mr.  Binur’s  message  also  got  a  sympa¬ 
thetic  hearing  from  another  woman  in 
the  audience. 

This  woman  said,  "Those  of  us  who  are 
Jewish  are  having  a  great  problem  with 
the  loss  of  an  illusion.  ...  It  hurts  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  when  human  beings  are 
in  a  dreadful  situation  they  are  dragged 
down,  and  no  one  emerges  as  a  hero.” 


‘The  Satanic  Verses9 


American  Muslims  increasingly  disturbed  over  response  to  book 


> 

By  RICHARD  C.  DUJARDIN 
Religious  News  Service 
HARTFORD,  Conn.— America’s  6-mil- 
lion-member  Muslim  community  is  be¬ 
coming  increasingly  disturbed  at  the 
media’s  response  to  Salman  Rushdie’s 
book,  “The  Satanic  Verses,”  and  by  its 
own  inability  to  persuade  publishers  and 
sellers  to  stop  distributing  the  book. 

That  was  the  observation  of  two  Islamic 
experts  who  addressed  a  recent  seminar 
for  the  media  at  Hartford  Seminary.  They 
said  many  Muslims  are  becoming  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  American  media  has  a 
double  standard  when  it  comes  to  publica¬ 
tion  of  anti-religious  works. 

Dr.  David  A.  Kerr,  director  of  Hart¬ 
ford  Seminary’s  Macdonald  Center  for 
the  Study  of  Islam,  said  Muslims  see  Mr. 
Rushdie’s  novel  as  a  hate-filled  diatribe, 
not  very  different  from  the  “Protocols  of 
the  Elders  of  Zion,”  a  notorious  anti-Se¬ 


mitic  tract  first  published  in  1919. 

“American  Muslims  value  free  speech, 
but  they  also  believe  that  there  should  be 
fair  play,”  said  Dr.  Kerr. 

“No  major  publisher  in  the  United 
States  today  would  publish  the  ‘Protocols 
of  Zion.’  If  they  did,  bookstores  would  not 
carry  it.  They  realize  it  would  be  deeply 
offensive  to  Jews.  Muslims  ask  why  they 
can’t  be  given  the  same  courtesy.” 

Dr.  Ali  Antar,  former  director  of  edu¬ 
cation  at  the  Islamic  Center  at  Central 
Connecticut  State  University,  said  a 
group  of  Muslims  in  the  United  States  had 
been  trying  since  last  fall  to  persuade  Vi¬ 
king  Press  not  to  publish  Mr.  Rushdie’s 
novel  but  was  continually  rebuffed. 

The  first  time  most  Americans  knew 
that  Muslims  had  any  concerns  about  the 
book,  he  noted,  came  in  February  when 
Iran’s  Ayatollah  Khomeini  announced  he 
would  pay  $1  million  to  anyone  who  kills 


Mr.  Rushdie  in  order  that  the  novelist  be 
“sent  to  hell.” 

Speakers  at  the  seminar  emphasized 
that  most  Muslim  thinkers  outside  Iran 
believe  the  ayatollah  has  himself  com¬ 
mitted  a  crime  against  the  Koran  with 
his  death  threat. 

“Senior  religious  scholars  at  Cairo’s 
religious  al-Azhar  University,  a  center  of 
orthodox  learning,  clearly  stated  that  un¬ 
der  Islamic  law  blasphemy  must  first  be 
proven  in  an  Islamic  court  and  the  guilty 
allowed  to  confess  and  retract  the  blas¬ 
phemy,  capital  punishment  being  effect¬ 
ed  only  where  there  is  no  repentance,” 
said  Dr.  Kerr. 

Nonetheless,  he  said,  it  is  easy  to  un¬ 
derstand  why  so  many  Muslims  are  up¬ 
set  by  Mr.  Rushdie’s  novel. 

The  scholar  said  the  work  calls  into 
question  Muhammad’s  reliability  as  a 
prophet  by  showing  him  invoking  the 


names  of  pagan  deities  he  should  have 
known  were  false;  it  portrays  the  angel 
Gabriel,  who  Muslims  believe  brought  a 
revelation  to  Muhammad,  as  a  confused 
idiot;  it  links  the  prophet’s  wives  with  the 
names  of  local  harlots;  and  it  impugns 
Muhammad’s  disciples  by  showing  them 
as  confused  riff  raff. 

Another  factor  behind  the  intense  dis¬ 
play  of  emotion  around  Mr.  Rushdie’s 
book,  Dr.  Kerr  commented,  is  that  Is¬ 
lamic  countries  are  still  print-oriented 
societies  where  words,  even  those  in  a 
novel,  are  seen  as  having  "more  of  an  in¬ 
fluence  than  you  would  find  in  the  West.” 

For  those  Muslims  living  in  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  Dr.  Kerr  ob¬ 
served,  Mr.  Rushdie’s  novel  comes  at  a 
time  when  many  worry  about  the  effects 
of  the  secularized  culture  on  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  wonder  whether  the  faith  of  Is¬ 
lam  will  survive  the  next  generation. 


Mayor 9  cardinal  share 
views  in  co-authored  hook 
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Korean-language  program  journal  discussed 

NASHVILLE— United  Methodist  Communications  executive  Darrell  R.  Shamblin  (back  to  camera)  meets  with 
an  ad  hoc  group  of  Koreans  to  discuss  a  new  denominational  program  journal  for  Koreans.  They  make  up  the  fast¬ 
est  growing  language  group  in  the  9.7-miilion  member  denomination.  From  left  are  Ki  Hang  Kim  of  Montgomery, 
Ala.;  the  Rev.  Jocn  Young  Lee,  the  Rev.  Heisik  Oh  and  the  Rev.  Kil  Sang  Yoon,  all  of  Nashville.  The  journal  would 
complement  the  English-language  magazine,  “The  Interpreter,”  and  the  Spanish-language  “El  Interprete.” 

Health  fund 
offers  grants 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Grant  applications  for 
several  special  funds  are  being  accepted 
by  the  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Grants  for  1990,  ranging  from  $10,000  to 
$50,000,  will  be  distributed  through  the 
Harry  R.  Kendall  Hospital  and  Home 
Fund,  established  in  1959  by  Mr.  Kendall, 
late  co-founder  of  the  Washington  Nation¬ 
al  Life  Insurance  Co.  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

The  grants  are  primarily  made  to 
projects  that  benefit  needy  black  chil¬ 
dren  and  older  adults. 

Leadership  development  grants,  based 
on  need,  also  are  awarded  to  students  in 
health-related  fields. 

The  department  also  is  offering  lead¬ 
ership  development  grants  for  Asian- 
Americans,  Hispanics,  and  Native  Amer¬ 
icans  studying  or  interested  in  entering  a 
health-related  field. 

The  grants,  which  usually  range  from 
$1,000  to  $2,000,  are  made  through  the 
Dora  Ames  Lee  Fund  and  another  spe¬ 
cial  fund. 

Applications  for  all  the  grants  must  be 
postmarked  by  June  30,  1989.  Notifica¬ 
tion  of  awards  will  be  made  by  Dec.  1. 

More  information  and  application 
forms  are  available  from  Charles  P.  Kel¬ 
logg,  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Dept.,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N  Y.  10115,  or  by  calling  (212)  870-3910. 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Most  of  the  media 
attention  given  to  “His  Eminence  and 
Hizzoner”  focuses  on  the  book’s  possi¬ 
ble  use  as  a  campaign  vehicle  for  its 
co-author,  Mayor  Edward  I.  Koch, 
who  is  up  for  re-election  this  year. 

But  the  book  is  much  more. 

The  mayor  and  his  co-author,  Car¬ 
dinal  John  O’Connor,  are  personal 
friends  who  have  been  at  odds  in 
some  major  church-state  conflicts 
ever  since  the  cardinal  became  arch¬ 
bishop  of  New  York  in  1984. 

The  volume,  published  by  William 
Morrow  and  Company,  enables  each 
man  to  give  his  side  of  those  conflicts 
and  to  explicate  his  philosophy. 

There  are  some  surprises  for  peo¬ 
ple  who  tend  to  stereotype  both  men. 

The  mayor  writes,  “I  believe  heart 
and  soul  that  the  religious  values  im¬ 
parted  at  parochial  schools  have  made 
those  schools  better— at  least  in  per¬ 
ception,  and,  I  think,  in  fact— than  our 
public  schools,  where  values  are  not  as 
central  to  the  school’s  teachings.” 

The  cardinal  relates  that  when  he 
was  the  Navy  chief  of  chaplains  in 
1975,  he  successfully  proposed  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  pennant  to  be  used  during 
religious  services  for  the  Navy  which 


would  bear  the  Tablets  of  the  Law  as 
a  Jewish  symbol.  He  describes  the 
previous  use  of  only  one  pennant  with 
a  Christian  cross  as  “a  good  example 
of  institutionalized  anti-Semitism.” 

Cardinal  O’Connor  uses  his  chap¬ 
ters  in  the  book  to  give  a  detailed  ex¬ 
planation  of  his  views  on  the  role  of 
moral  beliefs  in  public  policy. 

“Public  officials,  perhaps  more 
than  most  people,  are  fond  of  saying 
they  have  no  right  to  impose  their 
moral  beliefs  on  others,”  he  writes. 

"That’s  equivalent  to  saying  their 
obligation  is  to  make  only  value-free 
judgments.  That’s  nonsense.  They 
would  have  to  remain  mute  about  all 
public-policy  issues.  To  make  a  value- 
free  judgment  is  to  make  no  judg¬ 
ment  at  all.” 

Mayor  Koch,  who  has  been  at  odds 
with  the  cardinal  on  gay-rights  mea¬ 
sures,  defends  the  right  of  religious 
leaders  to  advocate  their  views  on 
such  matters  in  the  public  arena. 

Both  the  cardinal  and  the  mayor 
believe  that  moral  values  should  be 
involved  in  public  policy,  although 
they  disagree  on  specifics  of  legisla¬ 
tion  depending  on  the  issue  involved. 


What’s  the 
theology 
of  Prince? 

By  DEBBIE  SELINSKY 

DURHAM,  N.C.— Prince— the  rock 
star— a  preacher? 

People  familiar  with  the  singer’s  lyr¬ 
ics  or  his  sexually-explicit  gyrating  on 
stage  might  be  surprised  to  hear  that. 

But  a  Duke  University  divinity  school 
scholar  says  the  singer  is  a  "preacher”  of 
sorts  with  his  own  brand  of  theology. 

"People  tend  to  think  of  Prince  as  the 
personification  of  human  pornography, 
and  yet  his  music  also  deals  with  some 
matters  of  religious  importance,”  said 
Jon  Michael  Spencer. 

"He  explicitly  talks  about  the  necessity 
of  loving  God,”  said  Mr.  Spencer,  a  visiting 
assistant  professor  of  music  and  black 
church  studies  in  the  Divinity  School. 

“He  instructs  ‘boys  and  girls  LOVE 
God  above’  in  ‘Anna  Stesia’  on  his  ‘Love- 
sexy’  album,”  he  said. 

"Other  songs  on  the  same  album  deal 
with  issues  like  war,  nuclear  arms, 
drugs,  AIDS  and  poverty. 

“Prince  is  clearly  somebody  who  is 
spiritual,  who  is  religious,  and  who  em¬ 
bodies  the  contradictions  of  being  hu¬ 
man,”  said  Mr.  Spencer. 

“He  highlights  what  it  means  to  be 
both  spiritual  and  carnal." 

Mr.  Spencer,  31,  believes  the  Christian 
church  can  better  evangelize  today’s 
youth  and  minister  to  the  needs  of  soci¬ 
ety  if  it  understands  the  theology  of 
American  popular  culture. 

That’s  why  Mr.  Spencer  has  coined  a 
new  term— “theomusicology”— to  refer 
to  his  scholarly  efforts  to  examine  the 
music  of  popular  culture  from  a  theolog¬ 
ical  point  of  view. 

His  pioneering  attempts  to  decode  the 
ideas  about  God  and  humanity  that  vari¬ 
ous  popular  musicians  and  lyricists 
“preach”  will  be  the  focal  point  of  an  up¬ 
coming  conference  at  Duke. 

"Studying  popular  music  is  probably 
the  most  effective  means  of  decoding  the 
theology  of  the  nation’s  vast  popular  cul¬ 
ture,”  Mr.  Spencer  said. 

The  theomusicology  conference  will 
be  held  at  the  Divinity  School  April  7-8. 

Speakers  will  focus  on  the  music  of 
people  like  Thelonious  Monk,  James 
Brown,  Marvin  Gaye,  Prince,  Michael 
Jackson,  Stevie  Wonder  and  A1  Green. 

Mr.  Spencer,  who  taught  a  class  on  his 
new  ideas  last  semester  at  the  Divinity 
School,  said  the  speakers  are  all  young 
enough  to  recall  their  youthful  attitudes 
about  popular  music  and  are  active  in 
the  field  of  sociology  of  religion. 

They  also  all  have  children,  he  added, 
"so  they’ve  become  aware  that  eventual¬ 
ly  they  have  to  deal  with  ‘Raising  PG 
Kids  in  an  X-Rated  Society’  [a  book  by 
Tipper  Gore,  wife  of  Tennessee  senator 
A1  Gore]. 

“Gore’s  book  dealt  only  with  the  nega¬ 
tive  impact  popular  music  has  on  today’s 
youth,”  he  said. 


PAGES 

DEMMERS 
Of  CREATION 

ARTWORK  COURTESY  NORTHERN  ILLINOIS  REPORTER  EDITION 

Symbol  declares  peaceful  intentions 

BARRINGTON,  III.— Inspired  by  the  United  Methodist  bishops’ 
Pastoral  Letter  on  peace,  members  of  the  Barrington  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  have  created  this  symbol  to  declare  that  they  are  "defend¬ 
ers  of  creation.”  The  symbol  designed  by  Barrington  member  Mike 
Phillips  is  produced  as  a  3-by-5  window  decal.  Decals  may  be  obtained 
by  sending  $1  per  decal  to  Barrington  United  Methodist  Church,  311  S. 
Hough  St.,  Barrington,  IL  60010. 


Theater  owner:  Churches 


should  back  ‘positive’  films 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

If  churches  really  care  about  the  val¬ 
ues  presented  in  movies  today,  they 
would  do  better  to  support  good  films 
than  to  draw  attention  to  the  ones  they 
find  objectionable. 

“The  church  is  missing  a  chance  to  pro¬ 
mote  what  is  positive,”  says  Corinne 
Straehle,  a  former  teacher  who  now  owns 
the  Westbury  Theater  on  Long  Island. 

She  notes  that  while  “The  Last  Temp¬ 
tation  of  Christ”  drew  pickets  and  peti¬ 
tions — which  many  believe  amounted  to 
free  publicity  and  thus  guaranteed  that 
more  people  would  see  it— many  worth¬ 
while  films  go  begging  for  an  audience. 

Ms.  Straehle  has  systematically  built 
bridges  with  congregations  in  nearby 
communities. 

“It  began,”  she  says,  “after  ‘Chariots  of 
Fire,’  which  did  not  do  well  here,  not  even 
after  winning  the  Academy  Awards. 

“When  ‘Tender  Mercies’  came  out,  I  be¬ 
gan  calling  Baptist  pastors  and  telling 
them,  ‘Did  you  know  that  there  is  a  movie 


playing  in  Westbury  in  which  a  man  is 
baptized  in  a  Baptist  church  service?’  ” 

Soon  Baptists  were  coming  from  far 
and  near  to  see  the  film. 

Ms.  Straehle  began  calling  other  pas¬ 
tors,  telling  them  about  the  film’s 
themes  of  repentance  and  mercy,  featur¬ 
ing  a  wife  who  quietly  lives  her  faith  in 
such  a  way  that  it  reaches  her  husband. 

In  the  end,  “Tender  Mercies”  ran  for 
42  weeks  in  Westbury,  longer  than  any¬ 
where  else  in  the  world. 

By  concentrating  on  “quality”  films 
that  convey  important  values,  she  has 
made  her  theater  a  “magnet”  that  draws 
viewers  from  three  counties. 

If  clergy  really  cared  about  what  their 
flock  see  and  think,  Ms.  Straehle  argues, 
they  would  mention  good  movies  in 
church  newsletters  and  use  contempo¬ 
rary  films  as  sermon  illustrations. 

Now,  she  says,  “some  wonderful  films 
are  seen  by  few  of  their  parishioners.” 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  a  film  critic  in  Island 
Park,  N.Y. 


Dear  Deborah 

How  can  one  honestly 
believe  any  Scripture? 


Dear  Deborah: 

Your  response  to  the  writer  who  was 
ready  to  give  up  probably  helped  her  a 
lot.  But  today  many  children  do  die  be¬ 
cause  of  their  parents’  sins:  drugs,  alco¬ 
hol,  abuse,  AIDS.  And  let  us  not  forget 
actual  murder:  abortion. 

Perhaps  you  don’t  know  the  story  in 
the  Bible  in  which  God  did  kill  David’s 
child  because  he  sinned.  That  was  a  spe¬ 
cific  case,  not  a  general  rule,  but  if  you 
cannot  believe  that  Scripture,  how  can 
one  honestly  believe  any  Scripture? 

Rev.  Bill 

Dear  Rev.  Bill: 

I  always  appreciate  it  when  busy 
members  of  the  clergy  take  time  to 
reflect  upon  my  responses.  That  can 
help  me  think  through  future  an¬ 
swers  and  this  column  to  become  a 
shared  ministry. 

In  the  original  letter  you  refer  to, 
the  writer’s  concern  was  whether 
her  baby's  death  was  a  punishment 
from  God. 

I  stand  by  my  original  response 
that  the  God  I  know  wouldn’t  cause 
a  child  to  die  because  of  some  other 
person’s  actions. 

When  parents  sin  and  children  are 
harmed  or  die,  or  when  anyone  is  in¬ 
jured  or  hurt  by  the  sins  of  another 
person,  how  can  we  say  that  God 


caused  it?  The  consequences  of  sin 
are  activated  by  the  actions  of  hu¬ 
man  beings,  and  God  is  not  to  blame 
for  our  misdeeds. 

The  issue  you  raise  is  somewhat 
different.  You  are  arguing  the  inter¬ 
pretation  of  Scripture.  There  are 
very  different  positions  about  this  is¬ 
sue,  and  I  think  we  should  respect 
Christians  even  if  we  disagree  with 
their  thinking  in  this  matter. 

The  biblical  story  you  mention  in¬ 
dicates  that  Nathan  and  David  cer ■- 
tainly  thought  God  caused  the  child 
to  die.  My  own  belief  is  that  they 
didn’t  know  Jesus  and  so  their  con¬ 
clusion  is  logical  for  them. 

But  we  have  the  advantage  of  a 
personal  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ,  who  tells  us  what  God  is  like, 
not  only  in  Scripture  but  in  our 
hearts  by  the  witness  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

I  can  believe  and  trust  the  Bible 
because  l  know  Jesus,  not  the  other 
way  around. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns 

Philippians  text  is  basis 


for  Wesley’s 

Rejoice,  the  Lord  is  King: 

Your  Lord  and  King  adore! 

Rejoice,  give  thanks  and  sing. 

And  triumph  evermore: 

Lift  up  your  heart,  Lift  up  your  voice! 
Rejoice,  again  1  say  rejoice! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  apostle  Paul  urged  the  Christians 
in  the  church  at  Philippi  to  “Rejoice  in 
the  Lord  alway;  and  again  I  say,  Re 
joice"  (Philippians  4:4). 

In  songs  of  praise  and  celebration,  rejoic¬ 
ing  is  central.  Believers  have  been  exhorted 
to  confront  both  the  joy  and  the  stress  of 
daily  living  with  unfading  courage. 

In  1744  Charles  Wesley  wrote  "Re 
joice,  The  Lord  is  King"  based  on  Philip¬ 
pians  4:4. 

He  and  his  brother,  John,  founder  of 
the  worldwide  Methodist  movement, 
were  frequently  the  objects  of  strong  and 
hostile  opposition. 

Members  of  the  Anglican  clergy 
looked  with  great  disdain  upon  the  Wes¬ 
leys  and  their  followers.  The  clergy  re¬ 
garded  the  Wesleys  and  their  followers 
as  intruders  who  proclaimed  a  false  doc¬ 
trine.  Anglicans  were  jealous  of  their 
tremendous  success. 

The  poor  and  downtrodden  responded 
to  the  Wesleys  and  sang  with  great  en¬ 
thusiasm  Charles  Wesley’s  hymns  of 


‘Rejoice!’ 

praise  and  celebration  and  the  promise 
that  the  Lord  will  take  his  servants  “to 
their  eternal  home.” 

In  many  villages,  converts  of  the  Wes¬ 
leys  were  ill-treated,  threatened,  stoned 
and  hounded  with  dogs.  Their  homes 
were  looted,  and  their  businesses  were 
ruined. 

One  such  incident  happened  in  1747  in 
the  small  English  village  of  Devizes, 
about  20  miles  southeast  of  Bristol. 

The  local  Church  of  England  minister 
went  from  house  to  house  in  the  village 
repeating  the  charge  that  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley  had  preached  blasphemy  at  the  uni¬ 
versity.  The  crowd  stirred  up  by  town 
leaders  surrounded  the  house  where  the 
Wesleys  were  staying. 

Windows  were  broken.  Shutters  were 
ripped  off  the  house.  The  Wesleys'  horses 
were  driven  into  the  pond.  The  following 
day  the  crowd  used  the  fire  engine  to 
pour  water  into  the  house,  flooding  all 
the  rooms  where  the  Wesleys  were,  ruin¬ 
ing  the  merchandise  of  the  shopkeeper 
on  the  street  floor. 

Charles,  John  and  their  companions 
left  Devizes  and  rode  out  of  town  singing 
a  hymn  Charles  had  composed,  “Thine 
arm  hath  safely  brought  us." 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Ye  Must  Be  Bom  Again” 
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Looking  for  Long-term  Solutions 


Louisiana  CrossLines,  a  program  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
celebrates  its  first  year  in  existence. 
CrossLines  uses  the  extensive  resources 
of  the  Methodist  Church  to  address  the 
needs  of  women  and  children  in  poverty. 
While  affirming  current  efforts  to  feed 
and  clothe  poor  people  through  charita¬ 
ble  outreach,  CrossLines  focuses  on  the 
root  causes  of  poverty:  joblessness,  inad¬ 
equate  health  care,  poor  early  childhood 
supports  and  the  lack  of  education  and 
training.  Poor  people  experience  hope¬ 
lessness,  despair,  and  lack  of  confidence 
—  all  of  which  cannot  be  addressed  by 
government.  We  believe  that  the 
churches,  working  together  with  commu¬ 
nity  and  state  organizations,  are  most 
able  to  alleviate  poverty  and  most  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  realistic  approach. 

Through  consultation,  networking, 
training  and  resourcing,  Louisiana 
CrossLines  has  established  itself  as  a 
Conference-wide  resource  for  churches 
interested  in  developing  or  expanding 
their  social  outreach.  CrossLines  helps 
churches  assess  their  community’s  needs 
and  the  human  and  material  resources  it 
has  to  meet  those  needs.  One  way  to  be¬ 
come  aware  of  needs  and  resources  is  to 
describe  projects  currently  underway.  A 
questionnaire  sent  to  all  the  churches  in 
1988  will  be  transformed  into  a  Cross- 
Lines  Catalogue  of  existing  programs. 
The  catalogue  (due  out  by  Annual  Con¬ 
ference)  will  link  churches  with  similar 
interests  or  programs.  Sharing  informa¬ 
tion  is  the  first  step  towards  solving 
problems  and  this  is  the  purpose  of  the 
catalogue. 

Not  least  of  our  tasks  is  to  help 
churches  obtain  funding  for  their  pro¬ 


grams.  To  date,  CrossLines  has  raised 
over  $100,000.00  in  grants  for  over  ten 
different  projects  which,  in  unique  and 
various  ways,  attack  the  root  causes  of 
poverty  in  their  communities.  Some  of 
these  include:  Peoples  Community  Cen¬ 
ter  —  (New  Orleans),  Rainbow  Child 
Care  Center  —  (Slidell),  The  Istrouma 
After  School  Program  —  (Baton  Rouge), 
Hope  House  —  a  transitional  housing, 
counseling  and  job  readiment  program 
for  homeless  women  and  their  children 
—  (Alexandria),  the  St.  Thomas  Commu¬ 
nity  Economic  Development  Project  — 
(New  Orleans),  and  Invest  Inc.,  —  (New 
Orleans). 

CrossLines  is  also  assisting  in  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  South  Baton  Rouge  Coopera¬ 
tive  Parish;  its  outreach  projects  will 
include  a  medical  clinic  and  a  team  min¬ 
istry  to  homeless  families. 

Future  plans  of  CrossLines  include  the 
expansion  of  support  ministries  in  all 
nine  districts  of  the  Conference.  Some 
districts  will  require  training  programs 
or  project  evaluations;  others  will  need 
our  help  in  conceiving  and  organizing 
new  programs  from  the  ground  up. 

Betsy  Irvine,  the  director  of  Cross- 
Lines,  is  eager  to  meet  with  interested 
churches  around  the  Conference.  If  you 
want  more  information  about  how  Cross- 
Lines  can  inform  you  about  the  needs 
and  assist  you  in  project  development, 
please  call  us  (504)  355-9472  or  write  to 
us:  3175  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70805. 

RESPONSE/MARCH  1989 

The  history  and  program  of  Louisiana 
CrossLines  is  highlighted  in  the  March  89 
RESPONSE  magazine. 


Istrouma  After-School  Program  / 


Istrouma  After-School  Program,  a  project  of  the  North  Baton  Rouge  Cooperative 
Parish,  provides  a  supervised  after-school  recreation  and  tutorial  program  for 
neighborhood  children.  Istrouma  After-School  Program  is  funded  by  Support  Action 
Ministries,  the  Baton  Rouge  YWCA,  and  Church  Revitalization.  CrossLines  obtained 
a  grant  to  fund  a  part-time  additional  staff  person  for  the  program. 


Invest  Inc. 


Invest  Inc.,  is  a  residential  construction  firm  by  and  for  the  unemployed  homeless 
in  New  Orleans.  With  a  grant  from  the  Frost  Foundation  and  support  from  Cross- 
Lines,  Invest.  Inc.  is  rehabing  homes  for  the  homeless. 


Rainbow  Child  Care  Center  —  Slidell 


Rainbow  Child  Care  Center  is  located  in  Slidell  and  is  situated  on  the  campus  of  Al- 
dersgate  United  Methodist  Church.  Rainbow  serves  children  of  low-income  and  sin¬ 
gle-parent  families.  It  also  provides  care  for  abused  and  neglected  children;  often 
providing  them  with  the  only  food,  love  and  health  care  they  receive  all  day.  Begun 
by  a  joint  effort  of  churches,  Rainbow  has  outgrown  its  staff  and  facilities.  A  grant 
of  $10,000.00  will  allow  the  center  to  hire  a  much  needed  social  worker  to  work  with 
children  and  their  families. 


More  of  the  Christmas  spirit  shown  at  Peoples  Community  Center. 


Hope  House  in  Alexandria  provides  emergency  housing,  counseling  and  job  readi¬ 
ment  training  to  homeless  women  and  children.  A  $10,000.00  grant  from  the  Frost 
Foundation  contributed  to  the  renovation  of  this  old  home  to  house  the  program. 


The  Bubble  Wand”  —  Pictured  are  three-  and  four-year-olds  with  a  teacher’s  aide 
on  the  playground  of  the  Rainbow  Child  Care  Center  in  Slidell. 

Peoples  Methodist 
Community  Center 


teacher,  Ms.  Sybil. 


Hope  House  in  Alexandria 


id 


Rev.  Guy  West,  Director  of  Peoples  Community  Center,  New  Orleans,  is  shown  at 
the  1988  Christmas  show.  Peoples  is  the  oldest  Black  Day  Care  in  the  city.  A  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  grant  obtained  by  CrossLines  will  enable  Peoples  to  expand  its  minis¬ 
try  to  the  children  and  low-income  families  in  the  neighborhood. 


Always  There  to  Lend  a  Helping  Hand 


People  often  ask  us, "How  can  Cross- 
Lines  help  us/our  church  and  our  com¬ 
munity?"  The  answer  is  that  we  can  help 
in  numerous  ways.  Making  people 
aware  of  the  many  causes  of  poverty  is 
the  first  step  towards  engaging  the 
church  in  helping  programs.  To  this  end, 
the  CrossLines  director  speaks  with  nu¬ 
merous  United  Methodist  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  organizations,  United  Methodist 
Women  study  groups,  United  Methodist 
Men  and  interested  committees  from  lo¬ 
cal  churches.  Planning  a  project  requires 
that  a  church  understand  the  nature  of 
the  problem.  CrossLines  helps  develop 


instruments  tor  neighborhoods  and  com¬ 
munity  assessment.  In  addition,  Cross- 
Lines  can  help  churches  ask  the  right 
questions  and  establish  relationships 
with  community  institutions  with  whom 
they  will  work  in  partnership  (schools, 
health  care  facilities,  community  cen¬ 
ters,  and  other  churches).  CrossLines  as¬ 
sists  local  churches  by  informing  them 
about  similar  projects  and  programs 
currently  underway  both  within  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  elsewhere  in  the  country.  The 
development  of  a  model  bank  catalogues 
numerous  anti-poverty  projects.  Advice 
and  consultation  as  to  what  kinds  of  proj¬ 
ects  a  church  can  engage  and  how  to  de¬ 


velop  them,  are  important  functions  of 
CrossLines. 

After  an  outreach  project  gets  under¬ 
way  and  reaches  a  stage  where  expan¬ 
sion  or  change  needs  to  take  place, 
evaluation  of  the  effectiveness  of  a  pro¬ 
gram  is  necessary  so  as  to  maintain  ac¬ 
countability  for  the  program  to  its 
sponsors  and  to  the  people  it  seeks  to 
serve.  Often  the  best  evaluation  of  a  pro¬ 
gram  or  an  institution  is  offered  by  an 
outside  or  “disinterested”  observer. 
CrossLines  serves  ex  officio  in  this  ca¬ 
pacity  for  a  number  of  institutions  and 
agencies. 


Finally,  because  the  problems  of  pov¬ 
erty  cross  all  organizational  and  denomi¬ 
national  lines  and  the  solutions  are  to  be 
found  in  partnerships  between  churches 
and  agencies;  CrossLines  provides  a 
valuable  link  to  the  rest  of  the  communi¬ 
ty.  The  director  of  CrossLines  serves  on 
numerous  state  and  local  boards,  and 
commissions  linking  Methodist  concern 
and  involvement  with  poor  to  others  with 
similar  concern.  Such  linkage  leads  to 
shared  resources,  knowledge  and  support 
among  the  various  groups  committed  to 
fulfilling  the  unmet  needs  of  poor  women 
and  children  in  Louisiana. 


Greater  New  Orleans  Urban  Ministry  (G.N.O.U.M.)  —  a  cooperative  effort  of  three  churches  and  a  multitude  of  programs  to  serve  the  poor  and  homeless  of  New  Orleans,  is  assisted  through  a  Frost  Foundation  grant. 
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COCU: 

Alive  and  Well! 


a 
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This  Sunday,  April  9  is  listed  as  “COCU  Sunday”  on  our  church  calendar. 
My  guess  is  that  the  occasion  will  be  little  noted  and  seldom  celebrated  in 
most  of  our  churches.  Many  have  forgotten  that  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  still  exists. 

But  some  recent  events  have  set  in  place  a  process  by  which  nine  denomi¬ 
nations  (including  the  United  Methodist  Church)  will  be  making  major  deci¬ 
sions  which  will  affect  us  all  in  good  and  faithful  ways,  but  not  through  a  union 
of  churches. 

First,  you  should  know  that  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union  began  with  a 
sermon  preached  by  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  a  Presbyterian  leader,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  4, 1960.  He  envisioned  a  church,  truly  catholic,  truly  evangelical,  and  truly 
reformed  as  a  faithful  response  to  Jesus’  prayer  “That  they  may  all  be  one.” 
He  proposed  that  his  own  church  join  with  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  and  the  United  Church  of  Christ  to  discuss  how  these  four 
churches  could  achieve  union.  Three  historically  black  Methodist  churches 
joined  the  talks  (AME,  CME,  and  AME  ZION)  along  with  the  Disciples  of 
Christ  and  the  International  Council  of  Community  Churches.  These  denomi¬ 
nations  have  had  28  years  of  intense  discussions  about  their  common  future. 

Originally,  there  was  a  plan  of  union  in  which  the  churches  would  become 
one  organic  body.  But  by  1980,  it  was  evident  that  union  of  denominations  was 
not  a  realistic  approach  to  unity  in  Christ.  So  COCU  went  back  to  the  drawing 
board  and  for  almost  a  decade,  has  been  hammering  out  a  theological  consen¬ 
sus  and  a  vision  of  affirming  each  other’s  baptism,  Eucharist,  and  ministry  in 
a  mutual  covenanting  process.  This  process  also  includes  a  commitment  to 
work  toward  eliminating  all  behavior  that  divides  church  and  community  — 
racism,  sexism,  class  division,  and  exclusion  of  the  handicapped. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  being  one  of  the  United  Methodist  delegates  to  the 
17th  Plenary  Meeting  of  COCU.  On  December  9,  1988,  with  a  strong  sense  of 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  gathered  delegates  from  nine  denominations 
unanimously  affirmed  the  covenanting  document.  It  will  now  go  before  each 
denomination  for  approval.  The  United  Methodist  Church  will  respond  at  its 
1992  General  Conference. 

Please  note  that  the  United  MCTlnrdtsrChurch  will  remain  a  denomination. 
But  for  the  first  time  in  history,  we  will  be  able  to  affirm  each  other’s 
baptism,  share  the  Eucharist,  and  have  mutually  recognized  ministry. 

This  will  happen  (if  approved)  at  every  level  of  the  church  —  from  national 
to  local. 

So  in  a  quiet,  but  celebrative  way,  COCU  Sunday,  April  9,  is  a  significant 
event.  Pause  in  worship  and  join  Jesus  in  his  prayer  “That  we  all  might  be 
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Churches  Urged  to  Observe  Special  Day  of  Prayer 


The  resolution  listed  below  was  adopted  by  the  Louisiana  Legislature  and  desig¬ 
nates  the  Sunday  preceding  the  annual  convening  of  the  regular  session  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  as  a  special  day  of  prayer,  reflection,  and  guidance  for  all  citizens  and  public 
officials  of  Louisiana.  Sunday,  April  16  will  be  observed  as  a  statewide  day  of  prayer 
and  all  United  Methodists  are  encouraged  to  join  together  with  special  prayers  in  ob¬ 
servance  of  this  occasion. 

Resolution 
of  the 

-  Louisiana  Legislature 


Around  the  Conference' 


First  Extraordinary  Session,  1989 
SENATE  CONCURRENT  RESOLUTION  NO.  14 
BY  MR.  JUMONVILLE 

A  CONCURRENT  RESOLUTION 

To  designate  the  Sunday  preceding  the  convening  of  each  regular  session  of  the  legislature 
as  a  special  day  of  prayer,  reflection,  and  guidance  for  all  citizens  and  especially  for 
the  elected  and  appointed  public  officials  of  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

WHEREAS,  the  United  States  of  America  was  founded  over  two  hundred  years  ago 
based  upon  the  motto,  "In  God  We  Trust",  and  this  motto  is  reflected  in  the  examples  and 
spirit  handed  down  by  the  founding  fathers;  and 

WHEREAS,  for  this  reason  we,  as  a  state  and  a  nation,  have  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  one 
nation,  under  God,  indivisible,  with  liberty  and  Justice  for  all;  and 

WHEREAS,  in  the  spirit  of  brotherhood  and  peace  delivered  by  almighty  God,  the 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature  annually  come  together,  in  regular  session,  to  serve 
the  people  of  the  state  of  Louisiana;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  many  problems  facing  our  state  are  of  such  a  magnitude  and  importance 
that  all  branches  of  state  government  -  the  executive,  the  legislative,  and  the  judicial  - 
must  strive  to  find  common  goals  and  solutions  to  our  many  problems  and  make  the 
extraordinary  efforts  needed  to  achieve  such  goals  and  solutions;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  Is  appropriate  that  reflection  be  made  on  the  many  blessings  that  have 
been  bestowed  upon  this  state  with  recognition  that  public  officials  are  to  serve  the  people 
together  with  an  understanding  that  all  good  things  that  are  accomplished  result  from 
reflection  and  thoughtfulness;  and 

WHEREAS,  it  Is  therefore  timely  that  the  Sunday  preceding  the  convening  of  each 
regular  session  of  the  legislature  be  observed  as  a  day  of  prayer  and  reflection  for  the  state 
•rid  Itt  public  officials. 

THeKkFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  hereby  designates  The 
Sunday  preceding  each  regular  session  of  the  legislature  as  a  special  day  of  prayer, 
reflection,  and  guidance  for  all  people  of  the  state  and  for  all  public  officials  of  the  state  In 
particular,  whether  elected  or  appointed  to  such  positions  of  service  and  trust. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  on  said  day,  every  public  official  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana  should  ask  for  guidance,  discernment,  wisdom,  insight,  and  strength  to  restore  a 
firm  and  stable  condition  In  the  government  and  citizens  of  the  state  of  Louisiana. 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SENATE 

SPEAKER  O^I^HOUS^^RE^^ 


EPRFSENTATIVES 


Mardi  Gras  Celebration  —  With  Mardi  Gras  festivities  in  full  swing  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  the  J.O.Y.  (Just  Over  Youth)  Club  from  Algiers  UMC  had  its  own  carnival 
ball.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Parks  were  selected  king  and  queen  of  the  J.O.Y.  “Krewe.” 
Along  with  King  Ed  and  Queen  Rebekah  is  Mrs.  Vivian  Bozzelle  (center),  president 
of  this  active  and  exciting  club  which  is  a  vital  outreach  to  the  surrounding  community. 


Bethany  UMC  of  New  Orleans  and  Messiah  UMC  of  Kenner  shared  in  a  pastor  and 
ehoir-exohange.  In  observance  of  Jlumait  Relations  Day,  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  of 
Bethany  and  the  Bethany  Chancel  Choir  provided  the  sermon  and  music  at  Messi¬ 
ah’s  9:30  a.m.  service.  Rev.  S.  Kemper  Smith  of  Messiah  delivered  the  message  and 
the  Messiah  Choir  provided  music  for  Bethany’s  8  a.m.  service.  Both  congregations 
enjoyed  fellowship  as  they  celebrated  their  oneness  in  Christ. 


You’re  invited  too  . . . 

The  pastors,  officers,  and  members  of  Saint  Mark  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge,  invites  you  to  celebrate  with  their  entering  into  the  new 
building  located  at  6217  Glen  Oaks  Drive  at  4  p.m.  on  Sunday,  April  23.  Guest 
preacher  for  the  event  will  be  Bishop  William  B.Oden.  The  congregation  will 
assemble  at  the  present  building  149  North  14th  Street  for  a  Service  of  Prayer 
and  Farewell  at  3  p.m.  and  will  drive  to  the  new  facility  at  3:25  p.m. 

Kenneth  M.  Fisher  is  pastor 


Summer  Camping  Opportunities  for  Children  Offered 


Editorial  Assistant's  Note:  This  is  the 
second  article  of  a  three  part  series  on 
camping  for  children  by  Conference  Di¬ 
rector  of  Education  Ministries,  Larry 
Lewis. 

All  three  United  Methodist  camps  in 
Louisiana  have  summer  camping  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  children.  The  ages  for  the 
camps  vary  among  locations,  but  all 
grades  listed  are  current  grades  for  chil¬ 
dren.  All  camps  are  open  to  children 
throughout  the  Conference,  even  though 
each  is  supported  regionally. 

Caney  Conference  Centre  will  have 
three  opportunities  for  children.  The  ex¬ 
perience  for  “Precampers”  (grades  2-3) 
will  be  June  23-25.  It  will  be  directed  by 
Barbara  and  Jeff  Duke.  Barbara  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Chatham-Centerpoint  Charge, 
and  Jeff  is  pastor  at  Hodge-Dodson-New 
Hope.  There  will  be  an  Elementary  I 
camp  June  26-30  (grades  4-5)  led  by  Steve 


Williamson,  pastor  at  Downsville-Bethel- 
Mt.  Nebo,  and  William  Peeples,  pastor  at 
First  UMC,  West  Monroe.  The  Elemen¬ 
tary  II  camp  July  10-14  (grades  4-5)  will 
be  led  by  Terra  1  Lowe,  pastor  of  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive  UMC  in  Alexandria,  and 
Steve  Bearden,  pastor  at  Palestine  UMC 
in  Pineville. 

At  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  there 
will  be  a  “Camp  First  Time”  for  children 
completing  the  third  grade.  It  will  be 
held  July  24-26  and  directed  by  Walter 
Parr,  associate  pastor  at  First  UMC, 
Lake  Charles.  Elementary  I  (grades  4-6) 
will  be  July  10-14  and  led  by  Michael 
Hammett,  pastor  at  Raymond-Elton 
Charge,  Jennings.  The  Elementary  II 
(grades  4-6)  camp  will  be  August  7-11  and 
directed  by  David  and  Ellen  DeWitt.  Da¬ 
vid  is  pastor  at  Lake  Arthur. 

Camp  Istrouma  will  have  two  Middle 
Elementary  camps  for  grades  2-3.  John 


and  Marie  Williams  will  be  leading  one 
of  the  weeks  July  3-7.  Marie  is  pastor  at 
Jefferson  UMC  in  the  New  Orleans  area, 
and  John  is  pastor  at  Luling  UMC.  The 
Middle  Elementary  II  camp  will  take 
place  July  17-21.  The  director  for  this 
week  has  not  yet  been  confirmed. 

Older  Elementary  I  (grades  4-5)  will 
be  held  at  Istrouma  June  26-30  and  di¬ 
rected  by  John  Johns,  pastor  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Sullivan  Memorial  in  Bogalusa  and 
Larry  Robertson,  pastor  at  Clinton-Clear 
Creek  Charge.  Elementary  II  (grades  4- 
5)  will  be  July  10-14  under  the  direction 
of  Larry  Lewis,  Conference  Director  of 
Education  Ministries.  The  final  week 
will  be  Elementary  III  (grades  4-5)  led  by 
Sheri  Zehner,  a  member  of  Aldersgate 
UMC  in  Slidell. 

Three  special  camps  will  also  be  of¬ 
fered.  The  week  of  July  24-29,  Caney  will 
offer  a  camp  for  the  Educable  Mentally 


Retarded.  This  experience  will  be  led  by 
Jerry  Hilbun,  associate  pastor  at  Christ 
UMC  in  Shreveport.  Uskichitto  will  have 
a  family  camp  September  1-4  under  the 
leadership  of  Karen  Albano,  Director  of 
Christian  Education  at  First  UMC,  De- 
Ridder.  Uskichitto  will  also  offer  a  Camp 
Meeting  June  19-23.  It  will  be  led  by 
Homer  Bailes,  pastor  at  Roanoke-Wes- 
ley,  Crowley. 

Church  camping  can  be  a  meaningful 
and  lasting  experience  for  children  and 
youth,  as  well  as  for  the  counselors. 
Through  the  years,  lives  have  been 
changed  through  our  United  Methodist 
Camping  program.  Campers  have  the 
chance  to  experience  the  love  of  God  in 
their  encounter  with  the  natural  world 
and  the  guidance  of  committed  counsel¬ 
ors.  Registration  forms  may  be  picked 
up  at  your  local  church  or  from  the  Con¬ 
ference  office. 


Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  is  actively  supported  by  campers  of  all  ages  in  the 
Lake  Charles  area. 


r 


Paul  White  of  Boyce  was  among  the 
over  50  people  who  attended  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Association  of 
Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders 
(NAACLL)  in  Nashville,  Tennessee  held 
in  February  of  this  year.  The  purpose  of 
the  NAACLL,  an  affiliate  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  is  to  help 
strengthen  the  presence  and  voice  of  the 
laity  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.- 


The  annual  meeting  was  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  training  and  enrichment  for  confer¬ 
ence  lay  leaders  and  to  support  and 
uphold  the  ministry  of  the  laity. 

The  Missions  Committee  of  Louisiana 
Memorial  UMC  in  Opelousas,  chaired  by 
James  and  Anita  Cadenhead,  has  pro¬ 
posed  that  the  church  designate  the  Sun¬ 
day  of  each  month  as  “Food  Sunday.”  On 


Thank  You! 

Ruth  and  the  Handy  Family  join  me  in  expressing  our  sincere  appreciation  to  >: 
you  for  the  love  and  comfort  you  brought  to  us  upon  the  passing  of  my  mother.  >•: 
Your  cards,  calls  and  prayers  have  been  of  immeasurable  spiritual  strength,  j: 
For  this  we  are  grateful.  Because  of  the  tremendous  number  of  expressions,  it  :: 
is  virtually  impossible  for  us  to  respond  individually  because  of  the  pressures  i 
S  of  time.  However,  you  may  rest  assured  that  each  has  been  read  individually. 

The  Memorial  Service  itself  was  one  of  celebration  and  joy  upon  a  long  and  ? 
i|j  fruitful  life  of  my  mother.  j: 

3  Again,  we  want  to  thank  you  for  your  strong  support.  We  also  appreciate  the 
j:  contributions  that  have  been  and  are  being  made  to  the  Handy  Scholarship 
g  Fund  at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans. 

if:  May  you  be  spiritually  strengthened  during  these  days.  J: 

|  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  | 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


this  Sunday  members  are  asked  to  bring 
donations  of  non-perishable  food  items  to 
the  church  and  place  them  in  the  Nar- 
thex.  This  food  will  be  distributed  to  lo¬ 
cal  agencies  in  town  to  help  feed  those  in 
need.  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr.  is  pastor. 


Dr.  Will  K.  Andress  recently  brought 
his  fifty-four  young  singers  from  Cente¬ 
nary  Choir  to  perform  at  Vivian  UMC. 
Veterans  of  tours  of  the  Far  East,  the 
young  singers  from  the  college  also  have 
appeared  for  thirty  consecutive  seasons 
on  television  and  have  been  sponsored 
for  the  thirty-first  series  this  year.  The 
group  has  also  sung  on  regularly  spon¬ 
sored  radio  programs  for  several  years. 
The  City  of  Shreveport  has  bestowed  the 
title  of  “America’s  Singing  Ambassa¬ 
dors”  on  the  choir  in  recognition  that 
they  have  engendered  goodwill  for  the 
college  and  community  among  persons 
throughout  the  world.  The  choir  was  also 
presented  with  the  “Best  Ad  of  the  Year" 
award  by  the  Advertising  Club  of  Shreve¬ 
port  several  years  ago.  Rev.  Terry  C. 
Willis  is  pastor  at  Vivian. 

•  •  • 


The  Evangelism  Committee  of  First 
UMC  in  Houma  hosted  an  Inquirer’s 
Night  February  IS.  This  evening  was  de¬ 
signed  to  acquaint  newcomers  to  First 
Church  with  programs  and  one  another. 
Rev.  Henry  J.  Bowdon  Jr.  is  pastor. 

The  March  covered  dish  luncheon  of 
the  Kumjoynus  Group  of  Lakeview  UMC 
in  Shreveport  was  held  March  28  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall.  The  guest  speaker  for 
the  meeting  was  John  Lee,  news  director 
of  radio  station  KWKH.  He  gave  an  in¬ 
formative  presentation  on  the  technique 
involved  in  obtaining  the  news  and  its 
broadcasting.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is 
pastor. 

*  •  * 

Cornerstone  UMC  in  New  Orleans  has 
its  Spring  Retreat  scheduled  for  April  22- 
23,  with  headquarters  at  the  Quality  Inn 
Beachside  in  Gulf  Shores,  Alabama.  The 
Inn  is  located  on  a  beautiful  beach.  How¬ 
ever,  the  most  exciting  feature  for  many 
will  be  the  fun,  food,  and  fellowship 
shared  by  the  Cornerstone  Family.  Rev. 
Timothy  E.  Lawson  is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

While  their  classmates  prepared  to 


take  off  to  tropical  paradises  and  snowy 
mountaintops,  five  Southern  Methodist 
University  students  packed  their  bags 
for  New  Orleans  to  spend  their  spring 
break  working  in  the  soup  kitchen  of  Fe¬ 
licity  UMC.  The  students  prepared  and 
served  meals  to  homeless  people  in  New 
Orleans  March  18-25.  They  also  cleaned 
and  did  light  repair  and  construction 
work  at  a  homeless  shelter.  Rev.  C.  Da¬ 
vid  Billings  Jr.  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

The  UM  Women  of  First  UMC,  Lake 
Charles  hosted  a  one  day  study  on  March 
30  led  by  Rev.  Fay  Barr-hartung.  The 
study  pertained  to  "Ruth  and  Esther  — 
Women  in  Alien  Lands.”  The  meeting, 
which  was  from  9:30  a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  took 
place  in  the  Fellowship  Hall.  Those  at¬ 
tending  also  enjoyed  a  salad  luncheon. 
Evelyn  Miles  is  UMW  president.  Rev. 
Grayson  B.  Watson  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Approximately  200  members  of  the 
Alexandria  District  churches  were  in  at¬ 
tendance  Saturday,  February  25  from 
9  a.m.  until  noon  for  the  District  Job 
Training  Workshop  conducted  by  Bishop 


William  Oden.  District  Superintendent 
George  Duerson  introduced  Bishop  Oden 
who  gave  a  devotional  and  challenge  be¬ 
fore  dismissing  the  group  for  individual 
workshops.  Bishop  Oden  conducted  the 
workshops  for  the  Pastor-Parish  Rela¬ 
tions  members.  Other  workshops  were: 
Missions  with  the  Rev.  Steve  Caraway, 
Mission  Secretary;  Financial  Campaigns 
with  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  Council  on 
Ministries;  Outreach  with  Rev.  Roger 
Lathan,  Director  of  Special  Ministries; 
Youth  with  Carolyn  Dove,  Coordinator  of 
Youth  Ministries;  and  Education  with 
Larry  Lewis,  Director  of  Education  Min¬ 
istries. 


Five  graduate  students  planning  ca¬ 
reers  in  religious  education  are  the  1989- 
90  winners  of  a  fellowship  through  the 
United  Methodist  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry.  One  of  the  winners  of  the 
Dempster  Graduate  Fellowship  is 
Rev.  Millicent  Charlene  Feske,  a  native 
of  New  Orleans  and  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  She  is  also 
a  student  of  systematic  theology  at 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
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What  do  you  think? 


Some  denominations,  including  The  United  Methodist  Church,  tradi¬ 
tionally  have  opposed  the  use  of  tobacco.  U.S.  Surgeon  General  C.  Ever¬ 
ett  Koop  reported  that  in  1985  alone  smoking  killed  390,000  Americans. 
Yet,  according  to  a  Religious  News  Service  report,  most  churches  in  re¬ 
cent  years  have  not  treated  tobacco’s  health  hazards  with  the  same  ur¬ 
gency  as  issues  such  as  apartheid  in  South  Africa  or  the  threat  of  nuclear 
war  (see  UMR,  March  17).  Should  we  as  Christians  be  more  vocal  in  our 
opposition  to  tobacco  use?  Why  or  why  not?  Send  responses  by  April  17 
to  Smoke,  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  Texas 
75266-0275. 

. “"“""^Editorial 

Groovin’  on  gleaning — guardedly 


A  rock-concert  cheer  for  Jon  Spencer. 
The  Duke  Divinity  School  teacher  has  a 
sound  idea,  albeit  with  one  very  sour  note. 

Mr.  Spencer,  a  visiting  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  music  and  black  church  studies 
at  the  Durham,  N.C.,  school,  suggests 
that  Christians  should  study  popular  mu¬ 
sic  for  its  religious  content. 

He’s  even  coined  a  term— “theomusi¬ 
cology”— for  efforts  to  examine  such 
music  from  a  theological  perspective.  A 
special  conference  this  week  at  Duke  is 
focusing  on  "theomusicology”  (see  relat¬ 
ed  article  in  this  issue). 

According  to  Mr.  Spencer,  if  we  Chris¬ 
tians  understand  how  popular  music  may 
contain  ideas  about  God  and  religion,  we 
can  share  our  faith  more  effectively  with 
young  people. 

We're  groovin’  so  far. 

However,  Mr.  Spencer  strikes  a  jar¬ 
ring  chord  with  his  key  example:  the  mu¬ 
sic  of  rock  star  Prince. 

Prince,  in  case  you  hadn’t  heard,  doesn’t 
sing  nursery  rhymes.  By  and  large,  his 
music,  matched  by  his  performances  on 
stage  and  video,  is  sexually  explicit.  It’s 
offensive  by  nearly  any  standard  of  decen¬ 
cy,  Christian  or  cultural. 

The  loud  and  clear  “message”  of  his 
music  crudely  glorifies  the  “do  it  if  it 
feels  good”  mentality  that  pervades  20th 
century  America.  Moreover,  it  runs  di¬ 
rectly  counter  to  Christian  teachings 
that  sex  should  be  confined  to  marriage. 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  Spencer  contends  that 
Prince  is  a  "preacher"  whose  music  con¬ 
tains  “matters  of  religious  importance.” 

"Prince,”  he  says,  “is  clearly  some¬ 
body  who  is  spiritual,  who  is  religious 
and  who  embodies  the  contradictions  of 
being  human.” 


My  Witness 

The  small  things  in  church  move  me 


By  MARGARET  DAVIS 

As  a  teen-ager,  I  was  required  to  attend 
church  with  my  mother  or  forfeit  all  oth¬ 
er  Sunday  activities.  I 
I  found  it  boring  and  I 
passed  the  time  by  I 
scanning  Deuterono-I 
my  for  references  to| 
carnal  knowledge. 

Once  I  was  indepen- 1 
dent,  church  seemed  | 
to  me  to  be  a  place* 
that  had  no  function  in  Margaret  Davis 
my  real  life  except  to  point  out  everything 
I  was  doing  wrong.  For  years  I  never  set 
foot  inside  a  religious  establishment. 

Then  I  became  a  parent.  As  my  son 
grew  and  started  asking  hard  questions 
about  life,  death  and  God,  I  didn’t  feel 
prepared  to  answer  him. 

It  became  important  to  me  that  he 
have  some  sense  of  a  religious  heritage, 
that  he  understand  the  spiritual  meaning 
of  our  holidays.  How  could  he  feel  the 
real  joy  of  Christmas  without  knowing 
what  it  is  we  celebrate? 

And  yet  I  couldn’t  quite  bring  myself 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


to  send  him  to  Sunday  school. 

We  live  across  the  street  from  a 
church.  On  Sunday  mornings  we  used  to 
sit  around  in  our  pajamas  eating  break¬ 
fast  and  watching  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  file  into  the  sanctuary  in  their 
Sunday  clothes. 

My  son’s  first  graae  teacher  is  the  as¬ 
sistant  organist  at  that  particular 
church.  Last  year  she  mentioned  to  me 
that  Andrew  might  enjoy  singing  in  the 
children’s  choir  there. 

That  seemed  a  reasonable  compro¬ 
mise  to  me.  He  could  sing  in  the  church 
and  possibly  pick  up  some  of  the  positive 
aspects  of  religion  without  being  brain¬ 
washed  in  a  Sunday  school  class.  It 
worked  out  beautifully.  He  loves  the 
choir  and  the  friends  he  has  made  there. 

But  somewhere  along  the  way,  some¬ 
thing  else  happened.  I  started  attending 
church  on  the  one  Sunday  a  month  that 
the  children’s  choir  sang. 

I  found  that  I  liked  being  in  a  church, 
reciting  the  old  prayers  that  I  have 
known  all  my  life,  singing  familiar 
hvmns  (where  else  would  I  have  the  op¬ 


portunity  to  sing  on  a  regular  basis  with 
hundreds  of  other  people?). 

Issues  that  have  meaning  in  our  lives  are 
addressed.  I  found  people  there  who  really 
care  about  things  like  nuclear  disarma¬ 
ment  and  world  hunger.  The  church  helps 
support  a  temporary  aid  center  for  home¬ 
less  people.  It  funded  and  built  a  project  to 
bring  water  to  a  hospital  in  Kenya. 

But  I’m  most  moved  by  the  smaller 
things  I  witness. 

For  example,  there’s  a  group  of  older 
men  at  the  church  who  call  themselves 
the  Unretired  Renovators.  Early  every 
Tuesday  morning  they  arrive  with  ham¬ 
mers,  trowels  and  paintbrushes  to  do,  un¬ 
paid,  whatever  jobs  need  to  be  done  on 
the  church  grounds. 

They  fix  windows  and  paint  trim.  They 
plant  flowers  in  the  lovely  green  court¬ 
yard  I  can  see  from  my  window.  It  is  a 
time  for  them  to  share  friendship,  to  be 
useful,  to  make  a  difference. 

A  few  weeks  ago  two  of  the  men  pulled 
a  long  redwood  bench  out  into  the  sunny 
courtyard.  I  watched  them,  a  tableau 
framed  by  the  archway,  straddling  ei¬ 


ther  end  of  the  bench  and  talking  as  they 
carefully  sanded  the  wood. 

I  couldn’t  hear  their  voices.  The  street 
was  quiet.  I  saw  the  minister  enter  the  pic¬ 
ture  and  stop  for  a  moment,  perhaps  dem¬ 
onstrating  his  sanding  technique,  his  hand 
making  flat,  circular  motions  as  he  talked. 
The  men  all  laughed  together,  then  went 
back  to  their  task,  heads  bent  toward  each 
other  in  the  stillness  of  the  morning. 

There  is  a  benediction  that  we  sing  in 
church  at  the  end  of  the  service.  Every¬ 
one  knows  it  by  heart,  and  it  always 
seems  to  be  sung  with  great  feeling.  One 
of  the  lines  is,  “Lift  your  eyes  to  see  His 
face  and  know  His  grace  forever.” 

I  don’t  know  what  I  believe  about 
heaven  and  hell,  salvation,  redemption, 
or  the  God  of  our  Fathers.  But  some¬ 
times,  when  I  look  across  the  street  on  a 
Tuesday  morning,  I  see  His  face. 

“My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Margaret  Davis  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Burbank, 
Calif.  (California  Pacific  conference). 


Christianity,  humanism  aren’t  same  thing! 


We  hear  a  different  drummer  than  Mr. 
Spencer  does  on  this  score. 

To  begin  with,  calling  Prince  a 
“preacher"  implicitly  insults  countless 
genuine  preachers  of  the  Gospel.  He  isn’t 
a  preacher.  He’s  a  shameless  entertainer 
who  sells  his  music  by  exploiting  the 
most  base  human  instincts. 

Furthermore,  it’s  “straining  a^  a  gnat” 
to  suggest  that  Prince’s  music, is  worth 
listening  to  because  something  resem¬ 
bling  religion  is  buried  in  the  filth. 

Come  on.  We’re  not  talking  the  “pearl 
of  great  price”  here.  It’s  simply  poor 
stewardship  to  expend  time  and  energy 
sorting  through  the  garbage  for  Prince’s 
alleged  spiritual  nuggets. 

Finally,  why  exalt  Prince  as  one  who 
"embodies  the  contradictions  of  being 
human”?  Who  doesn’t?  Part  of  our 
flawed  nature  as  sinful  human  beings  is 
our  “contradictions”— our  inconsistency 
and  inconstancy  in  being  faithful  to  God. 

We  don’t  need  Prince  as  a  reminder  of 
that  truth.  We  can  just  look  at  “the  man 
in  the  mirror,”  as  a  popular  Michael 
Jackson  song  points  out. 

It’s  a  good  idea  for  us  as  Christians  to 
glean  from  popular  culture  insights  into 
the  nature  and  will  of  God. 

Such  gleaning— whether  it  occurs  at  a 
"theomusicology”  conference  or  during  a 
Sunday  school  class— is  rooted  in  the 
recognition  that  all  creation  can  reveal 
facets  of  the  eternal  (Psalm  19:1). 

It’s  a  bad  idea,  however,  to  abandon 
our  critical  faculties  in  the  gleaning  pro¬ 
cess.  We  shouldn’t  naively  assume  we 
can  search  in  muck  for  truth  and  not  get 
soiled.  Parts  of  our  culture  are  just 
that— muck— and  we  should  have  enough 
courage  of  our  convictions  to  say  so. 
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To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  17  issue  of  the  Reporter, 
I  was  surprised  to  see  that  Edna  Board- 
man,  writing  in  the  “Here  I  Stand”  col¬ 
umn,  thinks  she  can  be  a  Christian  and  a 
humanist  at  the  same  time. 

She  shows  a  good  concept  of  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian.  But  I  wonder  if 
she  ever  read  the  original  and  revised 
"Humanist  Manifesto.” 

In  both  manifestos  it  is  clearly  stated 
that  humanists  don’t  believe  in  any  high¬ 
er  power  and  that  humankind  has  no 
power  outside  itself  to  solve  all  the  prob¬ 
lems  it’s  into. 

Simply  because  a  person  does  a  lot  of 
good  work  for  human  beings  doesn't 
make  that  person  a  humanist.  She  is  a 
good  humanitarian,  not  a  humanist. 

I  would  suggest  getting  a  copy  of  the 
"Humanist  Manifesto”  and  reading  it  care¬ 
fully  before  promoting  the  idea  that  any¬ 
one  can  be  a  Christian  and  a  humanist. 

Lybran  Endsley 
Holton,  Kansas 

I  commend  Ms.  Boardman 

To  the  Editor: 

I  seldom  read  the  “Letters  to  the  Edi¬ 
tor”  section.  Most  of  the  letters,  which 
rain  hellfire  and  brimstone  on  your 
newspaper  and  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  seem  to  be  written  by  disgrun¬ 
tled  people. 

So,  I  write  my  owit  letter  with  some 
apprehension,  since  I  wonder  if  anyone 
but  the  disgruntled  will  read  it. 

In  the  hopes  that  others  might,  howev¬ 
er,  and  that  the  incessant  critics  will  re¬ 
alize  that  not  all  of  your  readers  share 
their  views,  I  write  to  express  my  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  excellent  “Here  I  Stand” 
column  by  Edna  M.  Boardman  in  the 
March  17  issue. 

Hooray  for  her  defense  of  humanity 
and  the  humans  who  believe  that  God  is 
very  much  a  part  of  who  they  are  and 
what  they  do! 

People  like  Ms.  Boardman  are  to  be 
commended  for  their  perseverance  and 
faithfulness  in  the  face  of  misunder¬ 
standing  and  outright  rejection. 

I  am  pleased  to  commend  her. 

Clifford  L.  Harrison 
Bethesda,  Maryland 

She  came  close  to  truth 

To  the  Editor: 

Three  cheers  for  Edna  Boardman  and 
her  courageous  stand  on  humanism  (see 
UMR,  March  17)! 

Here  I  Stand 
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She  came  so  close  to  the  truth  that 
only  one  more  small  step  reveals  it:  Hu¬ 
manism  is  reality;  religion  is  fantasy. 

Humanism  is  factual;  religion  is  belief. 

Humanism  is  to  be  accepted  pragmati¬ 
cally;  religion  is  to  be  enjoyed,  argued 
about,  fought  over. 

Humanism  is  benign;  religion  is  malig¬ 
nant. 

The  pope  excommunicates  unbelievers 
and  relegates  them  to  the  eternal  tor¬ 
ments  of  hell.  The  Ayatollah  condemns  to 
death  anyone  who  dares  question  the 
“word  of  Allah.” 

More  wars  have  been  fought  over  reli¬ 
gion  than  any  other  cause.  Among  them: 
the  Byzantine  conquest  of  the  Near  East; 
the  Moslem  conquest  of  the  entire  Medi¬ 
terranean  world;  the  200  years  of  the 
Christian  crusades;  the  “Hundred  Years 
War”  that  lasted  a  113  years,  inadver¬ 
tently  sparked  by  a  Roman  Church  dissi¬ 
dent  named  Martin  Luther;  the 
merciless,  Christian  destrfiction  of  the 
Inca  and  Aztec  civilizations;  the  perpetu¬ 
al  Israeli-Arab  conflicts;  the  lingering 
Protestant-Roman  Catholic  discord  in 
Ireland;  the  Iran-Iraq  war;  continuing 
world  terrorism  in  the  name  of  religion. 

These  are  only  the  violent  and  obvious 
aspects  of  the  malignancy  of  religion.  The 
hidden,  psychological  aspects  may  be  as 
great.  Maybe  the  reason  textbook  publish¬ 
ers  avoid  references  to  religion  is  that  they 
dare  not  reveal  the  whole  truth  about  it. 

Sam  Miller 
Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

Author  is  sadly  mistaken 

To  the  Editor: 

In  her  March  17  column  defending  hu- 


Who  do  UMs  support  in  Nicaragua? 


Tom  Wright 


By  TOM  WRIGHT 

La  Nacion,”  Costa  Rica’s  leading 
newspaper,  contained  an  article  Dec.  17 
describing  Nicara¬ 
gua's  Sandinista  gov¬ 
ernment’s  first 
official  declaration 
of  its  ‘‘Marxist 
faith.” 

The  article  quotes 
Nicaragua  President 
Daniel  Ortega  as 
saying:  “The  North 
American  administration  had  better  be 
clear  on  the  fact  that  these  people  are 
fully  moral,  of  faith  in  Sandinismo  and 
Marxism  and  that  they  will  never  aban¬ 
don  (this  ideal)  in  their  struggle  for 
peace _ ” 

What  many  have  known  for  years  is 
now  in  an  official  public  record. 

What  bothers  me  most  about  this  dec¬ 
laration  is  United  Methodism's  willing¬ 
ness  to  support  many  of  the 
Marxists-Sandinista  ideology  and  goals. 

We  send  missionaries  to  serve  with  or¬ 
ganizations  dominated  by  the  Sandinista 
agenda.  We  send  missionaries  to  serve 
with  Sandinista-sponsored  relief  programs 
and  not  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  fact,  there  is  no  Methodist  church  in 
Nicaragua. 

Are  UM  leaders  deceived? 

Have  some  United  Methodist  leaders 
been  deceived?  Are  they  naive?  Or  do 
they,  in  fact,  embrace  Marxism? 

During  January,  a  number  of  United 
Methodist  bishops  visited  Nicaragua  to 
view  the  devastation  left  by  Hurricane 
Joan  and  hear  firsthand  about  the  Sandi¬ 


nista  political  reforms. 

I’m  told  by  one  who  accompanied  this 
entourage  that  Sandinista  party  leaders, 
namely  Daniel  Ortega  and  Jaime  Whee- 
lock,  said  and  did  all  the  right  things. 

They  evidently  told  our  leaders  that 
the  Sandinistas  had  lost  the  war  militari¬ 
ly  at  the  hands  of  the  contras,  were  beat¬ 
en  economically  by  the  U.S.  trade 
embargo  and  devastated  by  a  natural  di¬ 
saster,  Hurricane  Joan. 

Humble,  beaten  and  destitute,  these 
hardline  Marxists  of  the  previous  month 
admitted  they  must  face  the  reality  that 
Marxism  had  not  worked  in  their  social 
experiment  in  Nicaragua. 

They  beseeched  bishops 

With  U.S.  foreign  policy  being  unsym¬ 
pathetic  to  their  plight,  and  with  no  place 
else  to  turn,  they  beseeched  the  bishops  to 
open  their  hearts  and  purse-strings  and 
establish  a  program  of  aid  for  the  down¬ 
trodden  Nicaraguan  people. 

And  they  were  in  hopes  this  program 
would  set  some  precedent  for  a  separate 
economic  policy  in  opposition  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  State  Department  position.  That 
program  could  be  used  ultimately  to  em¬ 
barrass  the  U.S.  government  into  revers¬ 
ing  the  economic  embargo  and  resuming 
aid. 

Indeed,  Nicaragua  is  in  shambles  and 
in  need  of  external  assistance.  And  one 
cannot  help  but  feel  compassion  for 
those  who  have  suffered  so  much. 

But  we  must  proceed  with  circum¬ 
spection  so  as  not  to  defer  the  dissolution 
of  the  Marxist-Sandinista  power  base 
and,  ultimately,  prolong  the  suffering. 

We  United  Methodists  must  honestly 


answer  several  questions: 

Z  Are  we  helping  the  people  or  the 
Marxists  in  power? 

Z  Are  the  Sandinistas  willing  to  hear 
the  evangelical  Gospel  or  only  the  libera¬ 
tion  theme  with  which  they  are  most 
compatible? 

Z  Were  they  really  “born  again”  be¬ 
tween  the  December  declaration  of  hard¬ 
line  Marxism  and  the  January  confession 
of  contrition,  or  is  that  merely  a  Machia¬ 
vellian  ploy  in  their  political  game? 

As  a  Christian  relief  worker  traveling 
in  the  region,  I  have  the  opportunity  to 
read  the  Central  American  press  regu¬ 
larly.  I  see  firsthand  the  progress,  or 
lack  thereof,  the  Nicaraguan  govern¬ 
ment  is  making  toward  democratic  re¬ 
form,  establishing  a  national  dialogue 
between  opposition  parties  and  ending 
gross  human-rights  violations.  Anyone 
who  thinks  progress  is  being  made  sim¬ 
ply  doesn’t  know  the  facts. 

The  people  of  Nicaragua  definitely 
need  help.  And  if  we  United  Methodists 
feel  we  are  commissioned  to  help  them, 
then,  for  God’s  sake,  let’s  do  it  in  the 
name  of  Christ  and  not  communism. 

" Here  I  Stand “  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  Tom  Wright  is  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lucas,  Texas  (North  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  page  maximum  length)  to  “Here 
1  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


manism,  Edna  Boardman  is  sadly  mistak¬ 
en  when  she  says  she  does  a  lot  of  “secular 
things,”  like  eating,  serving  on  commit¬ 
tees,  dancing,  singing,  writing  etc. 

These  are  not  “secular”  activities.  The 
Bible  says  we  must  do  all  things  to  the 
glory  of  God.  Thus,  for  Christians,  all  ac¬ 
tivities  are  inescapably  religious. 

John  Lofton 
Laurel,  Maryland 

Credit  Judas  for  Easter? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  10  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
headlined,,  “Prayer  is  best  response  to  So¬ 
viet  ‘kairos,’  ”  the  author  states  that  Sovi¬ 
et  Premier  Mikhail  Gorbachev  should 
receive  credit  for  the  latest  peace  initia¬ 
tive. 

With  this  type  of  logic  could  Adolph 
Hitler  be  credited  as  the  peacemaker 
who  ended  World  War  H  in  Europe?  And 
should  Judas  Iscariot  receive  credit  for 
Easter? 

J.A.  Kruppenbach 
Lancaster,  Texas 

Hurrah  for  Morris  article 

To  the  Editor: 

Hurrah  for  John  Morris’  statement  in 
the  March  3  issue  regarding  the  use  of 
the  word  “unchurched.” 

We  cannot  expect  to  keep  one  foot  in 
the  shifting  attitudes  and  mercurial  lan¬ 
guage  of  our  time  and  plant  the  other  in 
the  religious  zeal  and  fervor  that  marked 
the  growth  of  our  church  in  another  time. 

G.K.  Chesterton  suggested  that  when  a 
people’s  vision  of  heaven  is  always 
changing,  they  should  not  expect  to 
change  the  earth. 

We  might  add  “or  the  church.” 

W.  Daniel  Franks 
Frankfurt,  West  Germany 

Why  not  just  ‘people’? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  a  simple  alternative  to  the  term 
“ethnic  minority”  (see  UMR,  March  17). 
Why  not  just  call  them  “people”? 

Pete  Simpson 
Bloomington,  Minnesota 


Discipleship  report  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  pleased  to  see  a  mention  in  the 
March  10  issue  of  the  Reporter  of  actions 
taken  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship. 

I  was  concerned,  however,  about  one 
bit  of  misinformation.  The  article  states 
that  the  proposal  for  a  new  resource  for 
black  families  was  delayed  by  board  di¬ 
rectors  and  referred  back  to  the  Curricu¬ 
lum  Resources  Committee. 

In  fact,  after  some  discussion,  the  pro¬ 
posal  was  approved  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  by  a  large  margin. 
The  proposal  will  now  proceed  through 
the  usual  channels  of  planning  and  devel¬ 
opment  for  official  United  Methodist 
curriculum  resources. 

Jack  A.  Keller  Jr. 

Nashville,  Tennessee 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter,  terse — of  the  following: 

“Now  there  are  varieties  of  gifts, 
but  the  same  spirit;  and  there  are  va¬ 
rieties  of  service,  but  the  same  Lord; 
and  there  are  varieties  of  working, 
but  it  is  the  same  God  who  inspires 
them  all  in  every  one.” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  John  14:27) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  9 
Monday:  Psalm  30:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalm  30:6-12 
Wednesday:  Acts  9:1-20 
Thursday:  Acts  9:21-31 
Friday:  John  21:1-19 
Saturday:  Revelation  5:1-10 
Sunday:  Revelation  5:11-14 


A  Christ- 
Centered 
Partnership 


Ted  and  Rosemary  Townsend  are  spending  this  academic  year  at  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  School  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  where  Ted  teaches  Old  Testament  and  Islam  to  semi¬ 
nary  students.  Their  home  for  the  past  16  years,  however,  has  been  Jabalpur,  India, 
where  Ted  taught  Old  Testament,  pastoral  counseling,  music  and  directed  the  col¬ 
lege  choir  as  well  as  the  choir  of  English  Methodist  Church.  Rosemary  served  as  Dean 
of  the  Women's  School  and  taught  English  and  research  skills  to  bachelor  of  divinity 
students.  They  raised  two  children  in  India. 

Ted’s  family  has  a  tradition  of  service  to  Christ.  His  grandfather,  father  and  mother 
were  pastors  in  the  Detroit  Conference,  and  his  aunt  served  as  a  missionary  in  China. 
Strongly  interested  in  theological  education,  both  Ted  and  Rosemary  enhanced  their 
teaching  skills  through  advanced  study.  Rosemary  has  a  master’s  degree  in  special 
education,  and  Ted  earned  the  Bachelor  of  Public  School  Music,  M.  Div.,  M.A.  and 
a  Ph.D.  in  biblical  history.  The  couple  spent  six  years  in  Seward,  Alaska,  where  Ted 
served  as  pastor  of  Seward  Memorial  Methodist  Church  and  chaplain  at  the  Jesse 
Lee  Home  for  Children  and  the  Wesleyan  Hospital  for  Chronic  Diseases. 

The  lives  of  these  two  dedicated  missionaries  are  testimony  to  the  power  and  call 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Support  them  in  your  prayers  and  by  contributing  to  the  mission  work 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Contact  your  Conference  Secretary  of  Global  Minis-, 
tries  or  write  to  Ed  Moultrie,  Room  1314,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  NY,  NY  10115. 
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Mozambique  asks  United  Methodists  for  help 


What  is  your 
church’s  mission 
in  Mozambique ? 

Test  your  knowledge  by  answering 
the  following  questions  true  or  false. 

1.  Mozambique  was  a  Portuguese 
colony  in  southern  Africa  before  its 
independence  in  1975? 

2.  Mozambique  is  larger  than 
Texas? 

3.  Mozambique’s  government  is 
hostile  to  religion  in  general  and 
Christianity  in  particular? 

4.  The  government  of  Mozam¬ 
bique  is  communist  and  is  aligned 
principally  with  the  Soviet  Union? 

5.  Most  of  the  territory  in  Mo¬ 
zambique  is  ruled  by  the  Mozambi¬ 
can  government? 

6.  Nearby  South  Africa  is  a  major 
force  in  the  continued  destablization 
of  Mozambique? 

7.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  missionaries  in  Mozambique? 

8.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  nearly  100  congregations  in  Mo¬ 
zambique? 

9.  Approximately  15  percent  of 
Mozambique’s  population  live  as  ref¬ 
ugees  without  housing  and  income 
and  with  widespread  malnutrition 
and  a  high  infant  mortality  rate? 

10.  United  Methodists  in  United 
States  have  a  stake  in  the  future  of 
Mozambique? 

Answers 

1.  True. 

2.  True. 

3.  True  until  1983  but  now  false. 

4.  False  for  the  past  several  years, 
according  to  U.S.  government  docu¬ 
ments. 

5.  Probably  false.  It’s  hard  to  tell 
for  sure  because  of  the  level  of  insta¬ 
bility  in  the  country. 

6.  True. 

7.  True.  Two  American  United 
Methodist  couples  are  now  stationed 
in  Maputo,  and  more  are  soon  to  join 
the  hospital  staff  at  Chikuque. 

8.  True. 

9.  True. 

10.  True. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Changes  in  policy  open  way 
to  assist  war-torn  country 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


MAPUTO,  Mozambique— Chamanculo  United  Methodist  Church  (left) 
was  both  opened  and  dedicated  debt-free  on  Easter  as  a  result  of  contribu¬ 
tions  from  the  Mozambican  government  and  the  United  Methodist  Africa 
Church  Growth  and  Development  Fund.  Bishop  Joao  S.  Machado  of  Mozam¬ 
bique  (left  above)  receives  a  cross  for  the  new  church  from  Bishop  J.  Wood- 
row  Hearn  (Nebraska  Area),  president  of  the  UM  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  Rev.  Francisco  Machava,  pastor  of  Chamanculo  UMC,  and 
Bishop  Robert  C.  Mo  gan  (Jackson,  Miss.,  Area)  look  on.  Bishop  Morgan 
headed  a  delegation  of  eight  United  Methodist  leaders  who  visited  Mozam¬ 
bique  to  fulfill  a  manadate  from  the  1988  General  Conference.  The  cross 
was  presented  as  a  gift  from  the  Global  Ministries  board  on  behalf  of  all 
United  Methodists. 


MAPUTO,  Mozambique— United 
Methodists  can  and  should  play  a  pivotal 
role  in  the  development  of  this  troubled 
country  in  Southern  Afirca. 

That  message  was  conveyed  repeated¬ 
ly  last  week  to  a  delegation  of  United 
Methodist  leaders  from  the  United  States 
by  Mozambican  government  leaders,  the 
United  States  ambassador  to  Mozam¬ 
bique  and  by  Mozambican  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders. 

Change  of  policy 

Mozambique  President  Joachim  Chis- 
sano  and  a  number  of  other  government 
leaders  took  pains  to  distance  them¬ 
selves  from  the  pro-Marxist,  anti-reli¬ 
gion  policies  that  were  put  into  place 
after  Mozambique  achieved  indepen¬ 
dence  from  Portugal  in  1975. 

During  that  period  many  missionaries 
were  expelled  and  the  United  Methodist 
hospital  at  Chikuque  confiscated. 

One  government  official  put  it  bluntly: 
“In  14  years,  Marxist-Leninist  ideology 
never  has  fed  anyone.”  He  noted  that  the 
church,  on  the  other  hand,  agreed  to  re¬ 
sume  operation  of  the  hospital  in  1983 
and  consistently  has  been  involved  in  ef¬ 
forts  to  help  the  people  there  and 


UMR  MAP 

Mozambique  is  a  country  of  south¬ 
ern  Africa  bordering,  among  others, 
South  Africa  and  Zimbabwe. 
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through  agricultural  projects  as  well  as 
by  establishing  local  churches. 

"Our  previous  policy  was  a  mistake,” 
he  said. 

Changed  outlook  dramatized 

This  change  in  demeanor  was  drama¬ 
tized  by  the  government’s  gift  of  land  in 
1986  for  a  new  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Maputo.  The  new  church  building 
was  dedicated  on  Easter  morning  (see  re¬ 
lated  article  and  pictures  on  this  page). 

Mozambique’s  Minister  of  Justice, 
Ussvmang  Aly  Davto,  told  the  congrega¬ 
tion:  "The  relationship  between  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  church  in  this  project 
represents  the  way  the  relationship 
should  exist  throughout  Mozambique.” 

Another  government  official,  while 
noting  that  he  is  not  a  Christian  believer, 
said:  “The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
shown  that  it  is  willing  to  work  with  us 
for  the  good  of  the  people.  We  need  your 
help.  If  you  can  send  more  doctors  or 
teachers  or  agricultural  specialists,  we 
will  gladly  take  them.” 

The  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nugent  Jr., 
chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  a 
member  of  the  delegation,  noted  that  the 
church  is  involved  in  such  activities  in 
Mozambique  and  elsewhere  because  of 
our  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Melissa  Wells,  the  U.S.  ambassador  to 
Mozambique,  underscored  the  change  in 
U.S.-Mozambican  relations  from  enmity 
to  friendship  in  recent  years. 

Civil  war  deters  development 

She  said  Mozambique  has  tremendous 
natural  resources  and  human  potential. 
However,  that  potential  cannot  be  devel¬ 
oped  properly  so  long  as  the  nation  is  be¬ 
set  by  civil  war. 

U.S.  aid  officials  described  the  situation 
in  Mozambique  as  a  “structural  emergen¬ 
cy.”  That  is,  savage  attacks  by  guerilla 
forces  make  it  impossible  for  the  nation’s 
transportation  and  communication  struc¬ 
tures  to  function  without  disruption. 

With  only  Maputo  and  a  few  other  areas 
of  the  country  totally  secure,  it  is  impossi¬ 
ble  for  life  to  be  carried  on  normally  in 
most  of  the  country,  the  official  said. 

RENAMO,  as  the  coalition  of  guerilla 
forces  is  known,  receives  support  from  ele¬ 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  m 

MAPUTO,  Mozambique— An  8-year-old  boy  who  was  stabbed  in  his  buttock  and  spine  by  anti-government  forces 
is  cared  for  at  the  Chikuque  United  Methodist  Hospital.  The  boy  is  paralyzed  from  the  waist  down,  and  his  progno¬ 
sis  is  poor.  Government  forces  control  the  area  around  the  hospital,  200  miles  north  of  Maputo,  the  capital.  But 
much  of  Mozambique’s  countryside  is  controlled  by  RENAMO,  or  “bandits,”  as  the  rebels  are  popularly  called  by 
war-weary  Mozambicans. 
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City  _ 

State  _  Zip  _ 

The  National  Methodist  Foundation 
P  O.  Box  871 

Nashville.  Tennessee  37202 


ments  in  South  Africa,  Portugal,  the  United 
States  and  Europe,  according  to  Ms.  Wells. 

She  described  the  situation  as  “out  of 
control,”  producing  catastrophic  hardships 
and  suffering,  with  thousands  of  people 
abandoning  their  homes  each  year  and 
moving  to  the  Maputo  area  in  search  of 
safety  from  RENAMO’s  brutal  attacks. 

There  they  become  squatters,  living  in 
bamboo  huts  without  jobs  or  adequate 
nutrition,  she  said.  Approximately  15 
percent  of  Mozambique’s  people  are  esti¬ 
mated  to  be  dislocated  from  their  homes 
because  of  RENAMO  activity. 

U.S.  supports  Mozambique 

Ms.  Wells  said  the  United  States  sup¬ 
ports  the  Mozambican  government  and 
its  efforts  to  provide  security  and  stabil¬ 
ity  throughout  the  country.  She  encour¬ 
aged  the  efforts  of  churches  and  other 
humanitarian  organizations  to  provide 
beacons  of  hope  for  the  people  until  that 
process  can  be  completed. 


The  United  Methodist  delegation  from 
the  United  States,  headed  by  Bishop  Rob¬ 
ert  C.  Morgan  (Jackson,  Miss.,  Area)  con¬ 
tinued  its  round  of  visits  with  church 
government  leaders  until  moments  be¬ 
fore  most  of  the  group  boarded  a  flight 
back  to  the  United  States.  Hence,  the 
group  was  able  to  issue  no  immediate 
statement  or  recommendations. 

However,  after  returning  to  the  U.S., 
the  Rev.  Robert  Harmon  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  delegates  were  scheduled  to  dis¬ 
cuss  a  statement  about  the  trip  during  a 
conference  call  April  3. 

Dr.  Harmon,  a  global  ministries  exec¬ 
utive  who  has  been  nominated  to  head  its 
overseas  mission  division,  said  he  ex¬ 
pected  the  statement  would  be  released 
shortly  thereafter. 

During  the  tour,  Bishop  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn  (Nebraska  Area),  president  of  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
noted  that  the  delegation  was  mandated 
by  United  Methodism’s  1988  General 


Conference  to  express  the  church's  con¬ 
cern  for  the  people  of  Mozambique. 

"Given  that  mandate  and  the  receptiv¬ 
ity  of  the  government  of  Mozambique  for 
cooperative  efforts  involving  the  church, 
I  sense  a  strong  consensus  in  our  group 
that  all  United  Methodists  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  an  opportunitv  to  learn  more  about 
this  situation  and  to  respond  to  it,”  Bish¬ 
op  Hearn  said. 

The  delegation  included  directors  and 
top-level  staff  members  from  Global 
Ministries  and  from  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

Both  of  those  boards  plus  the  Council 
of  Bishops  are  to  meet  next  month. 

“We  will  be  reporting  to  each  of  those 
groups  on  what  we  have  seen  and 
learned  about  our  potential  for  witness¬ 
ing  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Mo¬ 
zambique,”  Bishop  Morgan  said.  "And 
we  expect  to  develop  a  coordinated  plan 
for  sharing  that  story  with  persons 
across  our  church.” 


Yours  Free! 


It  is  better  to  give  than  to 
receive.  Do  you  know  a  way  to 
do  both  at  the  same  time? 

Learn  how  to  give  and  receive 
an  income  for  life  by 
completing  and  returning  the 
coupon  below. 

Name  _ 


C0KES8URY  SATELLITE  TELEVISION  NETWORK 


PROGRAM  GUIDE  MARCH/MAY 

Be  Sure  to  Watch  These 
Three  Great  Programs  on  CSTN: 

BIBLE  STUDY  FOR  CHRISTIAN  LIVING 
Exodus,  featuring  Maxie  Dunnam 
Wednesdays,  March  29  thru  May  31 
7:30-8:30  p.m.  Eastern  Time 

CHURCH  MUSIC  MAGAZINE 
Handbells,  Basic  Introduction  featuring  Bill  Griffin 
Tuesday,  April  11 
8:00-9:00  p.m.  Eastern  Time 

CREATIVE  TEACHING  SERIES 
Teachers  of  Youth 

Sunday,  April  23 
6:00-7:30  p.m.  Eastern  Time 

UM YF 

Sunday,  May  7 
6:00-7:30  p.m.  Eastern  Time 

Tune  your  satellite  dish  to  Spacenet  1,  Channel  21, 
p-oo/.umr  and  participate  in  these  live  video  teleconferences. 


Despite  strife ,  a  church  arises  on  Easter 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MAPUTO,  Mozambique— Resurrec¬ 
tion  was  not  only  a  biblical  theme  but  a 
current  event  at  the  Chamanculo  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Easter. 

Like  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  this 
resurrection  occurred  amid  unlikely  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Despite  a  dark,  musty  building  con¬ 
structed  of  cinder  blocks  and  tin  on  a  nar¬ 
row  dirt  road  in  the  capital  city  of  a  nation 
wracked  by  civil  war,  Chamanculo  UMC 
has  grown  from  a  few  hundred  members 
to  more  than  2,000  during  recent  years. 

On  Easter  the  congregation  moved 
from  its  old  building  to  a  brand  new  1,200- 
seat  sanctuary  a  few  blocks  away.  The 
new  $252,000  building  was  used  for  the 
first  time  that  day.  It  also  was  dedicated 
debt-free,  thanks  to  a  gift  of  land  from 
the  Mozambican  government  and  funds 
contributed  by  United  Methodists  to  the 
African  Church  Growth  and  Development 
fund . 

The  service  of  dedication  was  coordi¬ 
nated  with  the  visit  of  a  delegation  of 
United  Methodist  leaders  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.  They  presented  gifts  and  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  service. 

The  crowd  of  expectant  worshipers 
was  so  large  by  the  time  Bishop  Joao  S. 
Machado  cut  the  ribbon  and  began  sing¬ 


ing  "O  Come  All  Ye  Faithful”  that  it 
took  more  than  an  hour  to  complete  the 
processional. 

By  the  time  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  lifted  their  voices  to  sing  “Christ  the 
Lord  is  Risen  Today,”  some  2,500  people 
were  jammed  into  the  seats,  aisles  and 
doorways  of  the  new  facility  with  hun¬ 
dreds  more  standing  outside. 

Bishop  Machado  said  the  new  building 
is  a  symbol  of  hope  and  encouragement 
for  all  United  Methodists  in  Mozam¬ 
bique.  He  said  despite  the  Chamanculo 
congregation’s  amazing  past  growth,  “its 
greatest  growth  begins  today.”  Plans  are 
to  have  three  services  each  Sunday— one 
in  Portuguese,  one  in  the  native  language 
and  one  in  English. 

Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan  (Jackson, 
Miss.,  Area),  head  of  the  delegation  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  1988  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  to  express  concern 
and  support  for  the  church  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Mozambique,  offered  the  sermon 
toward  the  end  of  the  5-hour  service. 

He  challenged  the  congregation  to  imi¬ 
tate  our  risen  Lord  by  reaching  out  to 
serve  a  needy  world  and  to  offer  Christ 
to  save  a  lost  world. 

Despite  the  tropical  heat  and  length  of 
service,  the  congregation  remained  at¬ 
tentive  as  a  long  succession  of  speakers 


witnessed  to  their  faith  and  commented 
on  the  significance  of  the  occasion  for 
United  Methodism  in  Mozambique. 

Bishop  Machado  said  that  many  other 
United  Methodist  congregations  in  his 
country  are  growing  and  could  similarly 
benefit  from  more  adequate  facilities. 

The  Rev.  Nathan  Goto  of  Zimbabwe, 
head  of  the  UM  Africa  Church  Growth  and 
Development  project  since  its  inception  in 
1980.  said  this  effort  has  been  designed  to 
bring  all  African  United  Methodists  to¬ 
gether  in  a  cooperative  decision-making 
process  to  benefit  the  church. 

Representatives  from  each  annual 
conference  in  Africa  gather  to  consider 
all  needs  and  the  amount  of  funds  avail¬ 
able.  They  then  decide  which  projects  to 
support.  One  of  the  program’s  key  prin¬ 
ciples  is  that  once  a  project  is  approved, 
it  is  funded  immediately  and  completely 
rather  than  piecemeal. 

Since  the  Chamanculo  project  was  ap¬ 
proved  in  1986,  it  has  received  all  avail¬ 
able  funds  for  new  church  construction, 
Mr.  Goto  said.  During  the  same  period, 
conferences  in  other  parts  of  Africa  re¬ 
ceived  funds  for  a  variety  of  other  projects 
such  as  motorcycles  for  evangelists,  stu¬ 
dent  scholarships  and  an  experimental 
rice  farm  in  Liberia  where  insufficient 
food  is  produced  to  feed  the  population. 


Bishop  Machado,  now  the  leader  of 
United  Methodism  in  Mozambique,  was 
an  early  recipient  of  scholarship  funds  to 
study  in  Brazil. 

Mr.  Goto  said  that  approximately  $6 
million  has  been  contributed  since  the 
Africa  Church  Growth  and  Development 
program  was  established  in  1980.  Over¬ 
whelming  growth  of  the  church  in  Africa 
combined  with  economic  deprivation 
throughout  that  continent  result  in  needs 
that  continually  outstrip  available  funds. 

“That  is  why  we  need  to  ask  our  United 
Methodist  brothers  and  sisters  overseas 
for  even  stronger  support,”  Mr.  Goto  said. 

Gifts  to  support  the  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development  program  can  be 
sent  through  local  congregations  and  an¬ 
nual  conference  treasurers  and  designated 
for  one  of  following  special  numbers  of  the 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church: 

■/  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Devel¬ 
opment.  General  programs,  No.  008233-0. 

■/  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Devel¬ 
opment,  Leadership  Development,  No. 
008237-4. 

/  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Devel¬ 
opment,  Evangelism,  No.  008235-2. 

S  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Devel¬ 
opment,  Construction,  No.  008231-7. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  HI 
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Publisher’s  200th  bears  history’s  imprint 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

PHILADELPHIA — Betsy  Ross  wor¬ 
shiped  at  Old  St.  George’s  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  So  did  John  Adams,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  John  Dickins  and _ 

Wait  a  minute!  Who’s  John  Dickins? 

In  his  way,  he  was  as  much  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  as  any  other  Philadelphia  citizen 
in  the  late  18th  century.  He  took  $600  of 
his  wife’s  inheritance  in  1789  and  estab¬ 
lished  the  "book  concern"  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church. 

Last  week  the  successor  body  of  that 
book  concern— the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House— celebrated  its  200-year 
history  by  placing  a  marker  at  the  grave 
of  John  Dickins  in  the  flowered  church¬ 
yard  behind  Old  St.  George’s  UMC. 

Rapid-transit  trains  raced  by  within 
yards  of  the  ancient  structure  as  elected 
members  of  the  General  Board  of  Publi¬ 
cation,  governing  body  of  the  publishing 
house,  honored  American  Methodism’s 
first  publisher. 

One  of  many  who  followed  Dickins  as 
pastor  of  Old  St.  George’s,  the  Rev.  Fred- 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA— The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  still  may  sell  its 
printing  presses  and  related  book  manu¬ 
facturing  equipment. 

But  members  of  the  publishing  house 
governing  board  rejected  March  29  the 
first  official  bid  for  the  church-owned 
printing  plant  in  Nashville. 

Elected  members  of  the  General 
Board  of  Publication  decided  the  offer 
from  Sullivan  Graphics  in  Nashville  con¬ 
tained  too  few  guarantees  of  job  security 
and  benefits  for  the  nearly  270  printing 
plant  employees. 

Since  publishing  house  President  and 
Publisher  Robert  K.  Feaster  announced 
earlier  this  year  that  the  plant  might  be 
sold,  employees  have  been  concerned.  Let¬ 
ters  from  employees  to  board  members 
were  read  and  discussed  by  the  50-mem- 


History  ignores  Dickins 

"Seldom  has  a  man  who  proved  him¬ 
self  to  be  so  important  as  John  Dickins  in 
the  development  of  a  religious  move¬ 
ment  received  so  little  recognition  from 
historians  and  Methodists  in  general," 
historian  Maser  contended. 


ber  board  during  a  closed-door  meeting. 

The  printing  operation  is  for  sale  be¬ 
cause  it  has  operated  at  a  financial  loss 
for  at  least  15  years.  Current  production 
equipment  is  out  of  date,  and  the  cost  of 
buying  new  equipment  is  very  high. 

Because  the  equipment  is  outdated,  of¬ 
ficials  said,  the  publishing  house  couldn’t 
economically  print  the  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Hymnal.  A  contract  printer  is  pro¬ 
ducing  the  new  song  and  worship  book, 
which  has  already  sold  more  than  3  mil¬ 
lion  copies.  The  first  shipments  of  hym¬ 
nals  are  to  begin  in  May. 

Mr.  Feaster  said  the  board  would  still 
receive  and  consider  bids  but  would  also 
look  at  other  options. 

Those  include  keeping  printing  plant 
and  updating  equipment  or  going  into 
partnership  with  another  commercial 
printer  to  print  for  the  publishing  house 


But  Dr.  Maser  elected  not  to  leave 
Dickins  in  history’s  dust. 

"In  Dickins’  philosophy,"  he  declared, 
“the  purpose  of  the  publishing  house  was 
to  do  good,  not  to  make  money.  We  well 
might  ask  ourselves  whether  through  the 
years  we  have  slowly  changed  that  phi¬ 
losophy! 

“Have  we  changed  our  priorities?  Is 
not  our  first  question  today  Will  it  sell?’ 
[or]  ‘Can  we  make  money  by  publishing 
it?’  rather  than  ‘Will  it  advance  the 
cause  of  the  kingdom?’  ” 

So  as  not  to  make  board  members  sin¬ 
gularly  uncomfortable,  he  added,  "Is  not 
this  a  question  the  entire  church  must 
face?  Is  it  not  shot  through  our  entire 
ministry?” 

He  challenged  the  publishing  house  “by 
their  publications  to  direct  us  once  more 
to  the  basics  of  our  Methodist  faith.” 

The  bicentennial  celebration  at  Old  St. 
George's— dedicated  in  1769  and  the 
world’s  oldest  United  Methodist  Church  in 
continuous  service — was  one  of  two  spe¬ 
cial  events  marking  the  200-year  history. 

As  if  to  signify  the  centrality  of  reli- 


and  other  United  Methodist  agencies  in 
Nashville. 

Board  members  plan  to  make  some  fi¬ 
nal  decisions  about  the  disposition  of  the 
printing  plant  at  a  specially  called  board 
meeting  in  June,  Mr.  Feaster  said. 

In  other  action,  the  50-member  board 
approved  plans  to  build  a  new  warehouse 
and  shipping  center  in  a  business  and  in¬ 
dustrial  complex,  with  an  eye  toward 
moving  by  spring  1990.  That  construction 
represents  a  first  phase  in  a  possible 
move  of  publishing  house  operations 
from  downtown  Nashville. 

Groundbreaking  for  the  100,000-square- 
foot  facility  is  set  for  early  May,  with  a 
possible  move  beginning  in  February  1990. 
About  170  employees  would  be  affected  by 
the  move  to  the  new  site,  located  in  Metro- 
center,  about  five  miles  northeast  of  the 
current  downtown  operation. 


gion  in  the  nation’s  history,  the  Board  of 
Publication  met  in  formal  session  that 
evening  in  Congress  Hall.  The  building, 
the  nation’s  capitol  from  1790  to  1800, 
now  is  one  of  several  treasured  struc¬ 
tures  within  Philadelphia’s  city-center 
national  park  district. 

A  portly  elderly  gentleman  purporting 
to  be  "Ben  Franklin"  welcomed  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  publishing  policy-makers. 
He  reminded  them  that  John  Wesley, 
founder  of  the  worldwide  Methodist 
movement,  said  every  society  “should 
take  care  that  it  be  surprised  by  books." 

Those  were  "wonderful  words  for  a 
printer  to  hear,”  said  “Mr.  Franklin,"  rath¬ 
er  widely  known  as  a  printer  in  his  day. 

Other  history  made 

Two  presentations  of  their  own  histor¬ 
ic  import  closed  the  day. 

One  was  the  gift  from  the  British  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  by  its  director, 
Brian  Thornton,  to  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  of  a  gold  medallion 
bearing  the  likeness  of  John  Wesley. 

The  bell  tower  clock  in  nearby  Inde¬ 
pendence  Hall  struck  9  p.m.  as  publica¬ 
tion  board  President  Anita  Burrous 
accepted  the  gift. 

The  other  presentation  was  the  unveil¬ 
ing  of  a  formal  portrait  of  President  and 
Publisher  Robert  K.  Feaster.  It  is  de¬ 
signed  to  hang  along  with  portraits  of  his 
predecessors  in  the  publishing  house’s 
Nashville  headquarters. 

Mr.  Feaster ’s  200th  anniversary  report 
to  the  church  seemed  to  anticipate  both 
the  pointed  nature  of  Dr.  Maser’s  histori¬ 
cal  reflection  and  the  governing  board’s 
subsequent  decisions  (see  separate  story 
below). 

Asking  “what  great  ideas  will  we 
leave?”  he  answered  that  the  publishing 
house  must: 

•/  "Understand  the  needs  and  aspira¬ 
tions  of  people  in  the  local  church  where 
people  really  come  to  know  God  . . .  [and] 
work  globally  on  behalf  of  those  congre¬ 
gations  in  a  better  way.” 

y  "Improve  our  physical  facilities  and 
organizational  structure. ...  We  cannot  be¬ 
queath  an  antique  to  the  next  generation.” 


Board  rejects  bid  for  printing  plant 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

PHILADELPHIA — The  Rev.  Frederick  E.  Maser,  retired  pastor  of  his¬ 
toric  Old  St.  George’s  United  Methodist  Church,  paints  a  verbal  portrait  of 
John  Dickins,  founder  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church’s  “book  concern." 
That  operation  evolved  into  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  Behind 
Dr.  Maser  is  a  plaque  listing  Old  St.  George’s  pastors  since  it  was  founded 
in  1769. 


the  church  today 


Conference  on  theology  of  music 
scheduled  for  Duke  University 

DURHAM,  N.C.  —  The  Christian 
church  can  better  proclaim  the  Gospel  to 
today’s  young  people  and  minister  to  the 
needs  of  society  if  it  understands  the  the¬ 
ology  of  American  popular  culture. 

That’s  the  emphasis  of  a  conference 
this  weekend  at  UM-related  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity  Divinity  School  on  “theomusico- 
logy."  That’s  examining  popular  music 
from  a  theological  point  of  view. 


“FEED  MY  LAMBS’ 


1  * 


VIJAYA  desperately  needs  a 
sponsor.  Someone  to  love  him 
and  to  provide  his  daily  needs. 
One  day,  he  would  like  to  be  a 
doctor.  Perhaps  by  working  to¬ 
gether,  we  can  make  his  dream 
come  true.  Food  for  body  and 
spirit  is  provided  through  the 
sponsorship  program  of 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC. 
founded  in  1965  by  a  Methodist 
minister  and  his  wife. 

Do  you  care  enough  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  life  of  a  child? 
The  cost  is  $13  a  month-less 
than  44C  a  day-  to  provide  food, 
clothing  and  an  education  for  a 
destitute  child.  WCI  is  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  approved  and  all  contri¬ 
butions  are  tax-deductible.  The 
corporation  sent  88%  overseas  in 
1988. 

You'll  receive  full  information 
about  "your"  child:  name,  ad¬ 
dress.  photo.  Please  write  today: 


Un 


WORLDS 


CHILDREN 


I  wl»h  fo  sponsor  o  child  wh*r*  th* 

Enclosed  is  poymoni  tor  tint  monrh 


World's  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey.  Director 
P.  0  Bo*  2979 
Winter  Haven.  FL  33880 


Duke  scholar  Jon  Michael  Spencer, 
who  taught  a  class  on  this  subject  last  se¬ 
mester,  said  the  meeting  would  focus  on 
the  music  of  people  like  Thelonious 
Monk,  James  Brown,  Marvin  Gaye,  Mi-  • 
chael  Jackson,  Stevie  Wonder,  A1  Green 
and  Prince. 

"Prince  is  clearly  somebody  who  is 
spiritual,  who  is  religious  and  who  em¬ 
bodies  the  contradictions  of  being  hu¬ 
man,”  said  Mr.  Spencer.  “He  highlights 
what  is  means  to  be  both  spiritual  and 
carnal.” 

Fellowship  offers  resources 
for  Rural  Life  Sunday 

COLUMBIA,  Mo.— The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Rural  Fellowship  is  making  avail¬ 
able  a  special  packet  of  materials  for 
Rural  Life  Sunday.  This  special  worship 
day  was  mandated  by  the  1988  General 
Conference— the  church’s  highest  legis¬ 
lative  body— and  is  to  be  observed  on  a 
day  chosen  by  each  local  congregation. 

The  packet  contains  nearly  60  pages  of 
materials  such  as  worship  aids,  a  roga¬ 
tion  service,  sermon  outline,  clip  and 
print  logos,  quotes  for  sermon  use,  ideas 
for  planning  the  service  in  both  rural  and 
urban  churches,  and  four  different  bulle¬ 
tin  covers. 

Rural  Life  Sunday  materials  may  be 
obtained  by  sending  a  check  for  $6  to 
United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship,  108 
Balow  Wynd,  Columbia,  Mo.  65203. 

Angela  Kinkead  named  director 
of  UM  youth  ministry  project 

NASHVILLE— Angela  Gay  Kinkead  is 
the  new  project  director  of  the  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  National  Youth  Ministry 


Organization.  The  position  was  created 
when  the  youth  organization  staff  was 
restructured  recently.  The  1988  General 
Conference  had  requested  the  reorgani¬ 
zation. 

Ms.  Kinkead,  a  diaconal  minister  from 
West  Virginia  Annual  Conference,  has 
been  serving  as  the  organization’s  pro¬ 
gram  coordinator  for  more  than  two 
years. 

Interagency  committee  proposed 
to  assist  detained  refugees 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— The  chief 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  social- 
action  agency  has 
proposed  that  a  UM 
Commission  on  Im¬ 
migration  be  formed 
to  address  the  needs 
of  Central  American 
and  Caribbean  refu¬ 
gees  in  the  United 
States.  The  Rev. 

Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett  said  commit¬ 
tee  members  could  Thom  Fassett 
hold  hearings  on  human-rights  violations 
and  propose  uses  of  the  bishops’  docu¬ 
ment,  “To  Love  the  Sojourner,”  in  local 
churches.  He  suggested  the  group  be  co¬ 
ordinated  by  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries. 

25th  anniversary  dinner  set 
for  Methodist-related  foundation 

ATLANTA— A  dinner  to  celebrate  the 
25th  anniversary  of  The  National  Meth¬ 
odist  Foundation  for  Christian  Higher 
Education  is  set  for  May  1  at  6:30  p.m., 
at  the  Peachtree  Road  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Atlanta. 


People  in  the  news .  .  . 

Actor’s  education  play  is  a  ‘capital’  show 


Your  children’s  education  could  get 
more  attention  from  national  political 
leaders  if  United  Methodist  David  Mar¬ 
quis  gives  a  good  show. 

Mr.  Marquis,  a  member  of  Casa  View 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  is  to 
present  his  one-man  show,  “I  Am  a  Teach¬ 
er,”  April  17  and  18  at  the  Kennedy  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Marquis’  performance  is  being 
sponsored  by  Kennedy  Center’s  arts-edu- 
cation  department  as  part  of  a  week  of 
education  emphasis  in  the  nation’s  capital. 

His  audience  of  congressional,  Cabinet 
and  other  leaders  is  to  include  another 
United  Methodist,  House  Speaker  Jim 
Wright,  D-Texas,  and  U.S.  Sen.  Edward 
M.  Kennedy,  D-Mass. 

"The  Kennedy  Center  sees  ‘I  Am  a 
Teacher’  as  a  way  to  bring  education  and 
the  arts  to  the  attention  of  key  political 
leaders,”  said  Mr.  Marquis,  38. 

“It’s  exciting,  but  it’s  also  a  little  frus¬ 
trating  that  education  is  just  now  becom¬ 
ing  of  interest  to  the  political  community.” 

Mr.  Marquis  said  he  was  invited  to  ap¬ 
pear  after  applying  at  the  suggestion  of 
an  actress-friend  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Wright’s  aide,  who  had  seen  the 
show,  and  other  Texas  congressional  lead¬ 
ers  supported  his  application,  he  added. 

Mr.  Marquis  said  the  play  is  based  on 
his  experiences  as  a  high  school  teacher 
of  performing  arts  in  Dallas  and  Plano,  a 
Dallas  suburb. 

"This  is  a  piece  of  theater  that  fulfills 
my  artistic  side  and  allows  me  to  make  a 


David  Marquis 

.  .  .  stars  in  “/  Am  a  Teacher ” 

statement  about  the  importance  of  edu¬ 
cation,”  Mr.  Marquis  said.  "I  consider 
this  my  classroom.” 

He  said  he  has  performed  the  show  in 
30  states  over  the  past  eight  years. 

He  also  writes  and  produces  other 
plays  and  film  documentaries,  but  “I  Am 
a  Teacher"  will  be  his  primary  piece  for 
at  least  two  more  years. 

That’s  how  long  he  intends  to  tour  to 
raise  funds  for  teachers’  scholarships. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


The  National  Methodist  Foundation 
for  Christian  Higher  Education  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1964  to  seek  and  encourage 
support  for  programs  of  education  relat¬ 
ed  to  The  United  Methodist  Church.  As¬ 
sets  of  the  foundation  have  grown  to 
more  than  *12  million.  The  foundation 
has  awarded  more  than  $2.5  million  in 
scholarships  and  grants. 

Southwest  Texas  conference 
restructures  program  staff 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— The  South¬ 
west  Texas  Annual  Conference  restruc¬ 
tured  its  program  staff  last  month 
during  a  special  session  of  the  annual 
conference.  Among  the  changes  are  the 
creation  of  a  director  of  congregational 
growth. 

The  new  position  replaces  the  current 
director  of  the  conference  council  on 
ministries. 


Reginald  Ponder  elected 
in  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— The  Rev. 
Reginald  W.  Ponder  has  been  elected  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of 
the  new  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  Admin¬ 
istrative  Council. 

The  announcement  JT  I 

was  made  last  month 
following  a  mail  bal¬ 
lot  vote  of  the  coun¬ 
cil.  Dr.  Ponder  was 
selected  from  a  pool 

of  14  applicants.  Be- _ _ 

fore  his  election,  he  Reginald  Ponder 
was  executive  director  of  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion’s  Council  on  Ministries.  A  ministeri¬ 
al  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference,  Dr.  Ponder  has  been  interim 
director  of  the  council  since  the  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conference  in  1988. 

More  detailed  count  planned 
of  Pacific  Islander  members 
United  Methodists  will  soon  have  a 
better  idea  of  how  many  members  of 
major  ethnic  groups  there  are  in  the  de¬ 
nomination-including  the  newest  identi¬ 
fiable  group,  Pacific  Islanders. 

Pacific  Islanders  have  been  counted 
with  Asian  American  United  Methodists. 
However,  the  church’s  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race  requested  that 
the  group  be  listed  separately  as  one 
means  to  assist  Pacific  Islander  United 
Methodists. 

Pacific  Islanders  are  natives  of  Tonga, 
Western  Samoa,  and  Fiji. 

Two  activities  aim  to  build 
womep’s  visibility  in  church 

BALTIMORE  (UMR)-The  church’s 
General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  plans  to  increase  the  vis¬ 
ibility  of  United  Methodist  clergywomen 
with  two  kinds  of  activities  this  spring. 

Bert  Pruess-Jones,  who  chairs  the 
agency’s  committee  on  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  constituency  services,  said 
COSROW  will  help  establish  a  clergywo¬ 
men 's  consultation  in  each  annual  con¬ 
ference  as  a  support  group  for  women  in 
the  ordained  ministry. 

The  agency  also  wants  to  increase  the 
visibility  of  clergywomen  in  annual  con¬ 
ference  activities,  especially  clergywo¬ 
men  requesting  appointments  to  local 
churches. 


Panel  seeks  answer 
to  high  insurance  costs 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— When  you  put 
your  offering  into  the  collection  plate,  it 
helps  pay  for  a  great  many  things. 

Among  them  may  be  health  insurance 
for  your  pastor  and  other  qualified 
church  employees. 

Those  same  health  insurance  costs 
have  been  “dramatically  increasing,” 
said  Robert  Stephens,  vice  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  pension  board. 

That  probably  means  that  insurance 
premiums  are  taking  a  bigger  bite  out  of 
your  offering  every  Sunday. 

In  recent  weeks,  several  of  the  church’s 
73  annual  conferences  in  the  United  States 
have  called  attention  to  sharp  increases  in 
health  insurance  premiums. 

The  financially  strapped  Wisconsin 
Annual  Conference,  for  instance,  report¬ 
ed  that  the  need  to  come  up  with  an  addi- 
tional  $175,000  for  health-insurance 
premiums  was  adding  to  its  fiscal  woes 
(see  UMR,  March  17). 

The  Northwest  Texas  conference  vot¬ 
ed  last  month  to  drop  out  of  the  pension 
board’s  group  policy  and  adopt  a  new 
self-insurance  program.  That  action  was 
intended  to  avoid  a  31  percent  hike  in 


health  premiums. 

Those  are  not  isolated  instances.  Offi¬ 
cials  say  that  the  churchwide  problem  is 
stretching  many  church  budgets  and  reach¬ 
ing  deep  into  many  collection  plates. 

Consequently,  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Pensions  voted  last 
week  to  make  the  issue  an  agency  priority. 

In  response  to  a  mandate  from  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  body,  the  1988 
General  Conference,  the  board  approved 
creation  of  a  22-member  task  force  to  look 
at  a  denominational  health  insurance  plan 
for  clergy  and  lay  employees. 

The  task  force— to  be  appointed  by 
Bishop  Jack  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area), 
the  board  president— is  to  include  health 
insurance  experts  and  conference  offi¬ 
cials  familiar  with  the  issue  as  well  as 
pension  agency  directors  and  members 
of  its  staff. 

The  pension  board’s  task  force  study  is 
to  be  presented  to  the  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  board  also  approved  Mr.  Stephens’ 
suggestion  that  it  review  its  own  pro¬ 
gram,  setting  aside  a  full  hour  at  its  July 
meeting  to  look  at  the  group  insurance 
package  that  the  pension  agency  over¬ 
sees  for  29  annual  conferences. 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT— McCURDY 

School  in  Espanola,  NM  seeks  an  experienced 
D.O.D.  with  demonstrated  success  in  a  private 
Christian  school  or  college/university  fundraising. 
McCurdy  is  a  K-12  school  with  362  students.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Deadline:  May  1, 
1989.  Resume  to:  Sam  Sandoval,  Supt.,  P.O.  Box 
127,  Espanola,  NM  87532.  Telephone  (505)  753-7221. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT 
for  a  2300-member  suburban  church  with  six 
choirs  and  two  handbell  choirs,  available  July  1. 
Salary  negotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  Fred  Conger,  Se¬ 
nior  Pastor,  for  job  description  and  additional  in¬ 
formation.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1032 
Maple  Avenue,  Downers  Grove,  IL  60515.  Tele¬ 
phone:  (312)  968-7120 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  NEEDED  for 
4000-member  church.  Duties  include  choral  direc¬ 
tion,  development,  coordination  of  large  music  pro¬ 
gram.  Strong  choral  skills  and  relational  ability  a 
must.  Graduate  degree  preferred.  Send  resume  to: 
Music  Search  Committee,  Pulaski  Heights  UMC, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  250- 

member  music  program,  six  choral  and  six  hand¬ 
bell  choirs,  orchestra  potential.  Music  degree  and 
experience  required.  Send  resume  to:  Saint 
Stephen  United  Methodist  Church,  4600  South 
Western,  Amarillo.  TX  79109.  (806)  355-7271. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC 

Ministries,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Gainesville,  FL,  a  2500-member  church  in  a  uni¬ 
versity  setting.  Please  send  resume,  repertoire  of 
anthems  for  the  past  two  years,  major  works  con¬ 
ducted,  recordings  (self  and  choirs)  and  salary  re- 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  at  an 
800-member  church.  Coordinate  all  educational 
programs.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Harold  Peters, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  804  N.  Jefferson, 
Junction  City,  KS  66441. 

FAITH  UNITED  PARISH,  SIX-CHURCH  parish 
in  rural  Iowa  is  seeking  full-time  Director  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  to  manage  intensive  out-reach  min- 

quirements  to:  Judy  Webb,  Trinity  UMC,  3536  NW 
8th  Ave.,  Gainesville,  FL  32605.  Applications  ac¬ 
cepted  until  4/14/89  or  position  filled. 

istry  Send  resume:  SPRC,  Faith  United  Parish, 
410  North  Main,  Centerville,  IA  52544-1787. 

PROGRAM/EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  2300- 

member  congregation  welcomes  your  resume 

PART-TIME  PASTOR  WANTED  for  an  active 
United  Methodist  Church  in  small  community  of 
scenic  northern  New  Mexico,  located  near  several 
mountain  recreational  areas.  Modern  parsonage 
provided.  Send  resume  by  April  20  to:  PPRC, 
United  Methodist  Church,  Cimarron,  NM  87714. 

Candidate  needs  experience  and  professional  de¬ 
gree.  Organization,  leadership,  communication 
and  spiritual  attributes  are  a  must!  Contact:  W. 
Bruce  Connors,  Southside  United  Methodist 
Church,  3120  Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  FL 
32207. 

(505)  376-2977. 

SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL  WITH  SECONDARY  certi- 

MANAGER  POSITION  AVAILABLE,  Mount  Wes¬ 
ley  Camp  and  Conference  Center,  Kerrville,  Tex¬ 
as.  Salary  negotiable-includes  furnished  housing. 
Resume  to:  Anna  Jones,  Board  of  Directors,  9305 
Castlewood  Dr.,  Austin,  TX  78748. 

fication  for  private  school  Administrator,  Resident 
Student  Counselors,  supervise  dormitory  students/ 
manage  facility,  single  or  married  couple.  Second¬ 
ary  teachers  certified  chemistry/physics,  art, 
higher  level  math.  Red  Bird  Mission.  Beverly.  KY 
40913.(606)598-5135. 

3000-member  church.  Job  description  available. 
Send  resume  by  June  1,  1989  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  Christ  Church  United  Methodist,  4614  Browns- 

HIDEAWAY  IN  GATLINBURG-  Cottage  sleeps 

eight.  Walk  to  town  and  park  trails.  Creek  and  city 
park  nearby.  $300.00  weekly.  (703)  646-3528. 

boro  Rd..  Louisville,  KY  40207 

AVIATORS'  HEADED  FOR  OSHKOSH  '89?  Need 

THE  BALTIMORE  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  is 
inviting  applications  for  the  position  of  Associate 
Conference  Council  Director.  Position  calls  for 

housing?  Methodist  retreat  center  40  minutes 
south.  Bed  and  breakfast.  Reasonable  rates.  Byron 
Center,  Rt.  1,  Box  78.  Brownsville,  WI 53006. 

person  to  work  with  other  program  staff  to  imple¬ 
ment  the  mission  of  the  annual  conference  and  to 
resource  conference  program  agencies  and  Dis- 

NEW  YORK  BASED  PUBLISHING  COMPANY  will 

publish  your  book  free  if  you  can  sell  a  minimum  of 
1500  copies.  Welstar  Publications  (212)  928-7528. 

ries  to:  Conference  Council  Director,  5124 
Greenwich  Avenue,  Baltimore,  MD  21229. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH. 

Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 
available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians'  Nation¬ 
al  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Huntington, 

WV  25706-0036 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  POST  AVAILABLE  (bi¬ 
lingual-  Spanish  and  English).  Wesley  Community 
Center.  Phoenix,  AZ.  Prior  experience  required. 

AZ  85030.  For  further  information  contact:  Kermit 
Clark,  Sr..  (602)  839-5777  Salary  range  $30,000- 
$32,000.  Applicant  deadline  4/15/89. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067,  627-9507. 

CHURCH  PEWS  AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY. 
Trinity  UMC,  Pittsfield,  MA  is  moving.  Have  (22) 

445-5918  or  (413)  442-6314.  ; 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mvy 

Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street,  San  Francis¬ 
co,  CA  94109(415)673-6768.  I 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER  sought 

for  church  of  1100  members.  Comprehensive  mu- 

sic  program  for  all  age  groups.  Forty  rank  Schantz 
pipe  organ.  Salary  competitive  based  on  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to:  The  Reverend  Grayson  Wat¬ 
son.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  812  Kirkman 
Street.  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at  Kel¬ 

ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or  more), 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned  lodging,  swim¬ 
ming.  $8  tickets.  New  grilled  burger  cookout,  and 
breakfast  All  for  $23  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 
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The  Will  and  Resolve  of  the 


United  Methodists  of  Louisiana 


Editor’s  note:  At  the  request  of  many 
laity  and  clergy,  this  issue  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  shares  with  its  readers 
an  address  given  by  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden  to  the  Convocation  of  Boards  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  meeting  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
on  January  26, 1989. 

In  the  middle  of  the  5th  Century,  King 
Angus  was  baptized  by  Patrick,  Bishop 
of  Ireland.  Sometime  during  the  rite  of 
baptism,  Patrick  leaned  on  his  sharp 
pointed  crozier  and  accidentally  stabbed 
the  foot  of  the  king.  After  the  baptism 
was  over,  Patrick  looked  down  and  saw 
blood  coming  from  the  king’s  foot.  He 
begged  the  king’s  forgiveness,  saying 
‘‘Why  did  you  suffer  this  in  silence?”  Ac¬ 
cording  to  legend,  the  king  replied,  “I 
thought  it  was  part  of  the  ritual.” 

The  Bishop  speaking  to  the  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  Boards  is  a  tradition  in  this  Con¬ 
ference.  At  least  that  is  what  I  was  told. 
While  this  is  not  a  baptismal  rite,  I  may 
stab  with  my  words.  If  I  do,  I  want  you  to 
know  that  it  is  not  inadvertent  and  unin¬ 
tentional.  At  least,  I  hope  to  do  some  cro¬ 
zier  stabbing  tonight  to  my  own  feet  as 
well  as  yours. 

So  here  goes.  On  October  29,  1988  I 
spoke  to  the  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries.  It  was  the  day  of  a  very  signifi¬ 
cant  religious  observance,  the  LSU/Old 
Miss  football  game.  For  those  of  you  who 
were  there  but  who  had  your  earphones 
on  and  didn’t  hear  the  speech,  for  the 
sake  of  continuity,  I  want  to  share  my 
conclusions  again.  I  had  received  136  let¬ 
ters  from  lay  and  clergy  around  the  Con¬ 
ference  in  response  to  my  question, 
‘‘What  are  the  greatest  needs  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodism?”  In  these  replies,  I 
found  several  clusters  of  themes  and  I 
summarized  the  major  concerns: 

1.  The  widening  gap  between  the  local 
church  and  the  Annual  Conference/ 
General  Church. 

2.  Unresolved  issues  around  concerns  of 
race,  gender,  and  age. 

3.  The  appointive  process  and  clergy/ 
lay  relations,  especially  as  they  relate 
to  the  appointive  process. 

4.  The  cries  of  need  from  the  small  town 
and  rural  churches  all  across  Louisi¬ 
ana.  Churches  of  less  than  200  mem¬ 
bers  that  make  up  about  60%  of  our 
churches. 

5.  The  lack  of  clear  goals  and  priorities 
in  our  Conference. 

6.  The  sense  of  drifting,  of  low  morale, 
of  lack  of  direction. 

I  said  to  that  group  that,  with  my  lead¬ 
ership  style,  I  was  not  comfortable  im¬ 
posing  my  goals  and  my  directions  upon 
the  Conference.  There  are  two  good  rea¬ 
sons  for  this:  1)  Imposed  goals  and  priori¬ 
ties  are  seldom  “owned”  by  others  and, 
2)  Goals  arrived  at  in  a  collegial  study 
are  generally  more  reliable.  I  was  also 
clear  that  I  was  the  spiritual  and  tempo- 
ral  leader  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana.  As  such  it  was  my 
responsibility  to  gather  together  leader¬ 
ship  representatives  of  all  aspects  of  the 
church  and  not  just  to  enable  that  group, 
but  together  to  form  a  vision  of  our  fu¬ 
ture  missional  priorities.  I  was  clear 
with  the  group  on  that  October  Saturday 
morning  that  I  had  five  priorities  of  my 
own  episcopal  leadership.  These  are  ar¬ 
eas  where  I  want  to  spend  my  time,  my 
energy,  my  resources  for  the  coming 
quadrennium.  I  named  the  five. 


1.  To  foster  dialogue  with  all  elements 
of  the  Annual  Conference.  This  in¬ 
cludes  the  Cabinet  being  in  closer 
communication  with  Conference 
Boards,  Commissions,  Committees.  It 
includes  listening  to  all  elements  of 
the  Conference,  lay  and  clergy:  Shar¬ 
ing  quality  time  with  ordained  and  di- 
aconal  ministers,  with  clergywomen, 
ethnic  clergy,  clergy  couples;  with 
Wesley  Foundation  directors;  with  the 
laity  of  the  church,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,  the  United  Methodist 
Men;  with  the  Youth  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence;  with  clergy  just  out  of  seminary 
and  students  in  seminary;  with  retired 
clergy,  with  the  spouses  of  clergy; 
with  lay  leadership  in  local  churches 
—  large  and  small.  This  is  my  first 
priority. 

2.  To  strongly  support  and  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  promote  the  priorities  that  have 
come  from  General  Conference:  The 
new  hymnal,  the  African  Initiative, 
the  new  Doctrinal  Statement,  the  pri¬ 
orities  of  The  Advance  and  mandated 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Units  in  ev¬ 
ery  local  church. 

3.  To  take  seriously  the  process  of  re¬ 
claiming  the  symbolic  and  the  cove- 
nantal  role  of  the  Annual  Conference 
Session  in  the  life  of  the  church.  This 
includes  worship  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  I  am  working  with  a  very  excit¬ 
ing  task  group  that  will  be 
responsible  for  the  worship  of  Annual 
Conference  and  there  is  not  only  com¬ 
mitment  and  imagination,  but  also 
tremendous  resourcefulness  in  this 
group. 

4.  A  clear  and  consistent  process  and 
policy  of  Appointment-Making  and 
Consultation.  Such  a  process  and  poli¬ 
cy  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  Cabi¬ 
net  and  has  been  communicated  and 
shared  with  PPR  Committees  and 
pastors  all  across  Louisiana. 

5.  To  encourage  creation  of  a  ten-year 
plan  of  church  extension  and  revital¬ 
ization.  This  must  be  done  in  concert 
with  the  Cabinet  and  with  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Church  Extension  and  Revi¬ 
talization  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  It  includes  taking  serious¬ 
ly  the  research  and  planning  of  the 
past  in  church  extension  and  revital¬ 
ization.  We  don’t  need  to  reinvent  the 
wheel  when  we  don’t  have  to.  We  also 
can  utilize  the  research  that  has  al¬ 
ready  been  done  by  state  and  district 
agencies.  We  are  concerned  not  just 
with  starting  new  churches  but,  revi¬ 
talization  of  existing  churches  in  all 
types  of  neighborhoods.  We  must 
study  and  be  intentional  in  the  plant¬ 
ing  of  new  churches  and  the  revital¬ 
ization  of  old  inner  city,  small  and 
rural  churches  as  well.  New  models 
of  clustering  congregations  who  share 
ministry  and  mission  must  be  created. 

These  were  the  five  priorities  that  I 
lifted  up  in  October.  Priorities  for  my 
own  time,  energy  and  commitment. 
Since  then,  half  a  year  has  gone  by  and  I 
have  had  the  privilege  of  being  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  congregation  almost  every  Sun¬ 
day,  of  being  a  part  of  gatherings  at 
every  level  of  the  church:  Local,  district, 
and  Annual  Conference.  After  these 
months  of  much  listening  and  sharing,  I 
have  concluded  that  there  is  a  sixth  pri¬ 
ority  that  is  important,  and  I  want  to  dis¬ 


cuss  that  tonight. 

The  priority  can  be  stated  in  this  way: 
That  together,  as  a  Conference  of  almost 
600  churches,  136,000  members,  and  539 
clergy,  we  are  called  to  develop  a  com¬ 
mon  vision,  a  recentered  covenant,  and  a 
common  core  of  vital  congregations  and 
faithful  disciples  among  our  people.  Vi¬ 
sion,  covenant,  core,  common,  recen¬ 
tered,  vital,  faithful  —  these  are  the 
words  and  images  that  crowd  my  days. 
Now  I  want  to  do  some  of  the  crozier 
stabbing  that  I  was  talking  about.  You 
may  disagree  with  what  I  say,  but  I  ap¬ 
proach  this  not  just  in  responding  to  the 
problems  of  Louisiana,  but  from  an  over¬ 
view  of  our  denomination  and  what  it’s 
going  through.  We  are  a  church  that  has 
gone  from  12,000,000  to  under  9,000,000 
members  since  1968.  We  are  a  church 
that  has  steadily  lost  attendance  in  Sun¬ 
day  School.  We  are  a  church  that  has  be¬ 
come  fragmented  by  moving  very 
different  directions,  all  at  the  same  time. 
We  are  a  church  with  tremendous  re¬ 
sources,  personnel,  and  laity,  but  we  are 
also  a  church  that  is  crying  out  all  across 
our  connection:  This  is  a  time  of  crisis! 
We  do  not  have  a  common  vision,  a  com¬ 
mon  center,  or  a  clear  direction.  In  fact, 
our  vision  has  dimmed,  our  center  has 
not  held.  This  is  the  beginning  point  at 
which  we  start  our  journey  together. 

Our  question  is:  "How  do  we  recover  < 
the  spirit  of  the  Wesleyan  movement  and 
do  so  without  retreating  into  the  past? 
How  do  we  take  the  vitality,  the  faithful¬ 
ness,  the  commitment  of  our  Wesleyan 
heritage  and  propel  it  into  a  future  vision 
of  the  church?’,’  There  are  millions  of 
faithful  United  Methodist  followers  of 
Jesus  Christ.  There  are  many,  many 
spiritually  alive  and  growing  Christians 
in  Louisiana  and  throughout  the  United 
Methodist  family.  We  have  tremendous 
resources  in  the  Wesleyan  treasury  of 
history  and  polity  and  tradition  but,  nev¬ 
ertheless,  we  are  like  a  car  in  which  the 
parts  are  still  working,  but  they  are  not 
working  together  to  move  the  car  for¬ 
ward.  And  even  if  we  could  get  the  car 
going  forward,  we  don’t  have  a  roadmap 
showing  us  where  we  ought  to  go.  So  we 
have  a  number  of  groups  —  Council  of 
Bishops,  General  Board  leaders,  large 
church  pastors,  special-interest  caucus¬ 
es,  theological  lobbyists  —  all  trying  to 
steer  the  car  and  each  one  holding  its 
own  map. 

To  paraphrase  the  poet,  the  center  has 
not  held.  By  center  I  mean  a  basic  reali¬ 
ty  within  our  denomination  that's  unique 
to  the  Wesleyan  body  of  believers;  One 
that  can  be  articulated,  pointed  to  and 
lived  out  by  the  people  called  Methodists. 
And  that  center  has  not  held.  We  can  talk 
about  why,  but  I  don’t  want  to  go  too 
deeply  into  that.  I  think  we  all  have  a 
feel  of  it. 

We  have  never  had  theological  unifor¬ 
mity  in  the  Methodist  tradition,  and  our 
center  has  never  been  one  common  litur¬ 
gy.  That’s  understandable  because  we 
were  a  frontier  church  constantly  on  the 
move.  Our  center  may  have  included 
quite  early,  but  it  soon  lost,  a  common 
distinctive  personal  attire:  simple  dress, 
no  makeup,  no  jewelry,  etc.  And  our  cen¬ 
ter  has  not  been  a  unique  revelation 
from  God  that  we  alone  have  privy  to  and 
nobody  else  can  know  without  becoming 
one  of  us.  No,  our  center  is  far  more  im¬ 
portant,  far  more  difficult  to  define  and 


far  less  concrete.  It’s  been  our  ethos,  our 
sense  of  being  brands  plucked  from  the 
burning,  our  desire  to  flee  the  wrath  to 
come,  our  sense  of  urgency,  our  enlight¬ 
ened  Evangelicalism,  our  catholic  inclu¬ 
siveness,  our  going  on  to  perfection,  our 
pragmatic  connectionalism,  our  singing, 
our  social  meddling,  our  commitment  to 
knowledge  inseparable  from  piety,  our 
realization  that  social  structures  and  in¬ 
stitutions  cannot  be  just  unless  held  ac¬ 
countable  by  the  church. 

D.  T.  Niles  said  it  best.  “You  can’t  de¬ 
fine  Methodism.  You  can  only  feel  it  in 
your  bones.”  I  believe  that.  Yet,  this 
ethos,  this  “feeling,”  cannot  be  passed  on 
to  each  generation  like  a  common  litur¬ 
gy  or  a  common  confession  of  faith.  No, 
It  becomes  diluted  and  fragmented  as 
new  ingredients  are  added  as  culture 
comes  into  the  church  and  mixes  with 
our  tradition. 

We  have  had  so  many  new  bones  added 
to  the  connection.  Bones  of  clergy  from 
other  denominations  are  coming  in  be¬ 
cause  they  are  more  at  home  among 
United  Methodist.  Bones  of  laity  from 
other  denominations  are  coming  into  our 
church  because  they  feel  comfortable  as 
members  of  our  family.  And  this  is  good. 
But  we  don’t  know  how  to  graft  new 
bones  on  to  our  Wesleyan  bones.  We  don’t 
know  how  to  have  a  skeleton  that  keeps 
being  added  to.  We  seek  to  be  all  things 
to  all  people.  So  we  become  McChurch,  a 
generic  menu  of  easy  grace,  of  indistinct 
disciplines,  of  a  fading  sense  of  connecti¬ 
veness.  We  affirm  our  theological,  our 
racial,  our  social  pluralism.  Thank  God 
we’re  inclusive.  But  what  holds  us  to¬ 
gether?  No  wonder  in  more  and  more  lo¬ 
cal  churches  apportionments  are  seen  as 
taxes,  Annual  Conference  and  General 
Conference  become  the  “they”  and  the 
local  church  the  “we.”  Unrelated  foreign 
bodies  appear  to  be  “out  there”  trying  to 
force  decisions  upon  us.  What  does  that 
chasm  mean  to  the  future  of  connection¬ 
alism?  That  question  is  looming  larger 
and  larger  over  our  denomination. 

Because  we  have  no  center,  theologi¬ 
cally  or  liturgically,  we  have  coalesced 
into  doctrinal,  political,  and  protectionist 
subgroups  of  identity  and  special  inter¬ 
ests  of  power.  And  those  are  failing  us 
because  they  cannot  unify  us.  My  point: 
We  are  called  by  God,  by  society,  and  by 
events  of  the  day  to  a  new  centering,  a 
new  missional  vision;  and  we  are  called 
to  this  new  missional  vision  at  the  very 
time  we  have  lost  our  center,  our  sense 
of  urgency  and  much  of  our  energy. 

No  wonder  Leonard  Sweet,  in  a  recent 
article  in  the  Christian  Century,  talks 
about  the  United  Methodists,  along  with 
the  Presbyterians,  Disciples  of  Christ, 
and  Catholics,  as  being  mainline  denomi¬ 
nations  that  are  fast  moving  from  main¬ 
line  to  oldline  to  sideline.  Somewhere, 
voices,  actions,  and  commitments  have 
to  call  us  back  into  a  center.  I  am  pain¬ 
fully  aware  that  it  will  not  be  easy.  We 
have  had  research  project  after  research 
project,  study  after  study,  the  Delphi 
Project  of  1976  in  which  200  leaders  of 
our  church,  bishops,  seminary  presi¬ 
dents,  local  church  pastors,  district  su¬ 
perintendents,  and  lay  leaders,  all  were 
asked  where  we  are  going,  what  are  our 
priorities,  and  will  we  get  there?  Those 
responses  were  the  foundation  of  18 
books  called  Into  the  Third  Century.  And 
even  more  recently,  there  is  a  book  by 
Douglas  Johnson  and  Alan  Waltz  entitled 


Facts  and  Possibilities  for  the  Future: 
An  Agenda  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  studies  are  there,  the  re¬ 
search  has  been  done,  our  priorities  are 
very  clear,  but  without  exception  every 
study  concludes:  The  question  is  will  we 
have  the  will  and  resolve  to  do  the  stra¬ 
tegic  and  operational  planning  that  will 
move  us  into  that  recentered,  recoven¬ 
anted  denomination  of  vital  congrega¬ 
tions  and  faithful  disciples.  That’s  the 
agenda  before  the  church.  Will  and  re¬ 
solve.  It’s  a  question  of  how  we  commit 
ourselves  to  that  process. 

What  we  need  to  do  is  clearly  spelled 
out.  It  comes  to  us  from  every  possible 
model:  The  corporate  world,  the  aca¬ 
demic  world,  the  world  of  spiritual  for¬ 
mation,  and  the  world  of  church  growth. 
It  is  the  reality  that  vision  precedes  vi¬ 
tality;  that  renewal  cannot  occur  without 
recovenanting;  that  new  missional  clar¬ 
ity  begins  with  a  changed  heart  and  new 
experience  of  God.  The  question  is  one  of 
will  and  resolve!  My  ministry  is  clut¬ 
tered  with  good  studies  that  have  been 
done  in  the  local  church,  the  district,  and 
the  Annual  Conference,  all  of  which  are 
gathering  dust  on  shelves.  My  guess  is 
that  it  is  the  same  with  you.  And  yet, 
there  have  been  those  moments  when 
planning  process  comes  alive  when  weld¬ 
ed  to  the  will  and  resolve,  and  the  re¬ 
search  is  translated  into  reality. 

Will  and  resolve.  If  we  can  only  repent 
of  our  fragmentation,  if  we  can  have  a 
change  of  heart,  we  are  near  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  new  commitment.  If  we  can  be¬ 
gin  reaching  out  in  trust  to  one  another 
as  laity  and  clergy  who  know  each  other 
all  too  well,  and  are  all  too  familiar  with 
the  foibles  and  the  failures  and  the  past 
conflicts  that  have  separated  us;  if  we 
can  join  together,  not  leaving  the  mar¬ 
ginalized  on  the  side  or  behind  but  cen¬ 
tering  on  God’s  reconciling,  unmerited, 
saving  grace,  then  we  will  have  new  vig¬ 
or  in  our  congregations  created  by  faith¬ 
ful  disciples  who  understand  themselves 
to  be  the  sent  ones  living  on  behalf  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ. 

That  vision,  that  common  core,  that 
recovenanting  process  would  include 
five  ingredients: 

1.  Every  congregation  becoming  an  in¬ 
viting  church  with  open  doors  and  a 
welcoming  spirit.  A  church  where  the 
spirit  is  visibly  at  work  and  its  mem¬ 
bers  know  and  live  out  the  reality  that 
it  does  make  a  difference  whether  a 
person  is  a  member  of  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  a  baptized  believer  and 
a  person  (lay  or  clergy)  in  ministry  on 
behalf  of  that  church. 

2.  Every  congregation  recovenanting  to 
become  an  inclusive  church  and  vi¬ 
sioning  itself  as  an  inclusive  church 
whatever  the  facial  mix  happens  to 
be  at  this  moment. 

3.  Every  congregation  affirming  our 
connectional  vision.  I  don’t  know,  I 
must  confess,  the  best  way  to  deal 
with  apportionments.  Episcopal  ha- 
rassments  about  apportionments 
don’t  work!  But,  I  also  know  this: 
when  churches,  pastors,  and  lay  lead¬ 
ership  begin  to  decide  that  our  appor¬ 
tionments  are  not  a  part  of  our 
mission  and  that  we  do  not  have  a 
connectional  responsibility  for  our 
share  of  those  apportionments,  then 
connectionalism  corrodes  in  a  way 
that  leads  us  to  paralysis  as  a  Confer¬ 


ence  and  fragmentation  and  separa¬ 
tion  as,  and  within,  local  churches. 
When  we  start  using  our  apportion¬ 
ments  as  ways  of  sending  messages, 
and  when  each  of  us  with  individual 
priorities  and  different  perspectives 
send  all  of  our  different  messages  by 
designating  which  apportionments 
are  paid  and  which  are  not,  then  we 
have  been  reduced  to  ineffectiveness 
and  unfaithfulness  as  congregations 
and  as  an  Annual  Conference.  We  con¬ 
tinually  must  evaluate  and  redeter¬ 
mine  our  priorities.  But  our  covenant 
calls  us  to  do  that  through  a  Confer¬ 
ence-wide  process  and  not  by  “pick¬ 
ing  and  choosing.”  When  that 
happens,  there  can  be  no  common  vi¬ 
sion  and  commission. 

4.  Every  church  creating  small  cove¬ 
nant  groups  for  prayer,  Bible  study 
and  missional  involvement.  We  can  do 
this  as  local  churches,  or  as  clusters 
of  local  churches.  Some  tremendous 
new  tools  are  coming  off  our  presses. 
The  Disciple  program  is  one  of  the 
best  I  know  about.  There  are  others! 

5.  Every  church  committing  itself  to  be 
a  center  of  inspired  and  inspiring 
worship.  Worship  is  the  heart  of  con¬ 
gregational  life.  If  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
risen  Lord,  then  the  entire  congrega¬ 
tion  worships  with  power  and  expec¬ 
tation.  Our  liturgy,  our  Service  of  the 
Word,  our  celebration  of  the  Eucha¬ 
rist,  our  hymns  are  all  the  jugular 
vein  of  the  Body  of  Christ.  Cold  and 
lifeless  worship  is  a  sign  of  a  church 
without  a  common  center,  commit¬ 
ment,  and  vision. 

I  am  going  to  be  asking  the  Annual 
Conference  to  make  1989-1990  a  Confer¬ 
ence  year  of  recentering,  recovenanting, 
and  determining  our  priorities  as  an  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  as  local  churches. 
This  includes  asking  three  questions: 

1.  How  do  we  work  toward  making  our 
local  churches  vital  centers  of  wor¬ 
ship,  fellowship,  nurture,  and  mis¬ 
sion? 

2.  What  shape  should  our  institutions 
take  to  be  vital  expressions  of  mission 
and  service  at  the  turn  of  the  Millen¬ 
ium  —  2000  A.D.? 

3.  How  should  our  Conference  be  struc¬ 
tured  as  an  effective  channel  of  en¬ 
abling,  empowering,  equipping  and 
evaluating  our  faithfulness  as  local 
churches,  pastors,  and  institutions? 

I  do  not  want  to  see  just  another  dust 
catching  research  and  study  project.  I 
pray  that  our  Conference  might  become 
a  renewed  body  of  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ  with  the  “will  and  resolve”  to  be 
faithful  disciples  and  vital  congrega¬ 
tions. 


Yeats  wrote: 

Things  fall  apart,  the  Center  cannot 
hold; 

Mere  Anarchy  is  loosed  upon  the 
world . . . 

The  best  lack  all  conviction,  while 
the  worst 

Are  full  of  passionate  intensity. 

W.  H.  Auden  answered  out  of  a  faith 
stance  in  The  Labyrinth.  His  word  has 
the  Wesleyan  affirmation  of  God's  preve- 
nient,  converting,  and  saving  grace: 

The  Center  that  I  cannot  find 
Is  known  to  my  unconscious  mind. 

I  have  no  reason  to  despair 
Because  I  am  already  there. 


The  Advance 
Moves  On! 

During  1988  as  we  began  to  celebrate 
the  40th  anniversary  of  the  Advance, 
United  Methodists  were  urged  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  give  emphasis  to  the  program  of 
the  Advance  throughout  the  1989-1992 
quadrennium. 

Listed  below  is  an  indication  of  what 
Louisiana  Methodists  have  done  in  re¬ 
cent  years: 

1986  Giving  1987  Giving  1989  Giving 
$227,586 _ $152,971 _ $120,594 

These  figures  indicate  that  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  has  gradually  decreased 
in  its  giving  to  the  Advance.  As  the  Ad¬ 
vance  moves  on,  let  us  move  up  in  our 
giving  to  the  Advance. 
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Christian  Education  Outdoors 


Have  You  Thought  About  Being  a  Camp  Counselor? 


Editorial  Assistant’s  note:  This  is  the 
final  article  in  a  three-part  series  on  camp¬ 
ing  for  children  by  Conference  Director 
of  Education  Ministries,  Larry  Lewis. 

Do  you  like  children  and  youth?  Do 
you  care  about  their  future?  Do  you  like 
the  outdoors?  Do  you  have  a  hobby  that 
involves  the  use  of  your  hands  and  your 
imagination?  Do  you  have  a  knowledge 
of  plants,  animals,  or  hiking? 

If  you  answered  YES  to  two  or  more 
of  these  questions,  then  you  could  be  a 
counselor  at  one  of  the  United  Methodist 
summer  camping  opportunities.  Chris¬ 
tian  education  outdoors  is  a  great  way  to 
give  your  children  and  youth  an  experi¬ 
ence  of  living  in  God’s  creation  and  liv¬ 
ing  with  others  in  Christian  community. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  summer  camp¬ 
ing  programs  for  children  and  youth, 
grades  3-12.  These  experiences  occur  at 
the  three  campsites  in  our  state  — 
Caney  Conference  Centre  at  Minden,  Us- 


kichitto  Retreat  Center  at  LeBlanc,  and 
Camp  Istrouma  near  Greenwell  Springs. 
The  value  of  the  camping  program  is  di¬ 
rectly  related  to  the  interest  by  adults  in 
promoting  camping  and  in  participation 
as  counselors  in  the  program. 

Each  of  the  camp  directors  is  seeking 
interested  persons  willing  to  give  a  week 
to  a  camp.  In  the  past  few  years  we  have 
had  difficulty  in  recruiting  counselors 
for  some  age  levels.  If  you  are  interested  in 
serving  as  a  volunteer  in  one  of  the  camps 
this  summer,  please  contact  the  director  of 
that  camping  facility,  or  Larry  Lewis  at 
the  Conference  Office,  (504  )  346-1646. 

Church  camping  moves  the  classroom 
out-of-doors  and  seeks  to  use  these  re¬ 
sources  to  teach  campers  about  the  won¬ 
der  of  the  world  and  the  greatness  and 
majesty  of  the  God  who  created  the 
world.  The  Christian  commitment  of  the 
volunteers  is  the  primary  issue  that  sets 
church  camping  apart  from  the  experi¬ 
ences  of  other  groups. 


We  learn  through  the  use  of  our  senses. 
In  the  camping  program,  the  world  be¬ 
comes  the  classroom  as  campers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  touch,  to  smell,  to  see,  to 
hear,  and  to  taste  the  world  so  that  they 
can  appreciate  more  the  greatness  of  the 
loving  God  who  created.  In  the  camp  set¬ 
ting,  as  campers  and  leaders  live  togeth¬ 
er,  many  opportunities  arise  for  the 
mature  Christian  counselor  to  share  his/ 
her  faith  as  it  is  really  lived  in  daily  situ¬ 
ations  with  the  campers.  Church  camps 
are  the  place  where  situational  learning 
happens  at  its  best. 

What  can  you  do  to  help  the  camping 
program  in  the  Louisiana  Conference? 
You  can  promote  camping  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  in  your  congregation. 
You  can  assist  persons  attending  who 
might  have  financial  difficulties.  You  can 
consider  being  a  counselor  yourself  for  a 
week  at  one  of  the  Conference  campsites. 
Together,  we  can  help  camping  grow  as 
we  help  campers  grow  in  their  faith. 


The  success  of  the  camps  is  dependent  upon  the  commitment  of  the  adult  counselors. 
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Must  cemetery  be  open  to  inactive  member?  We  don’t  need  to  send  Americans 


No  one  is  “entitled”  to  services  of  the  church,  such  as  burial  in  a  church 
cemetery.  The  church  provides  those  services  to  advance  the  cause  of 
Christ,  not  accommodate  desires  of  the  general  public.  Can  denying  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  inactive  church  members  permission  to  bury  a  son  in  a  church  ceme¬ 
tery  serve  the  cause  of  Christ? 


to  win  people  overseas  for  Christ 


Imagine  you're  on  a  committee  that 
controls  use  of  your  church’s  property. 

A  family  that  belongs  to  your  church 
makes  what  appears  to  be  a  routine  re¬ 
quest:  to  bury  a  son  next  to  his  brother  in 
the  church’s  cemetery. 

But  there’s  one  problem:  The  family 
making  the  request  has  been  inactive  in 
the  church  for  years  and  not  responded 
to  efforts  to  involve  it  in  the  life  of  the 
congregation. 

After  much  discussion,  including  fears 
that  it  would  “look  bad”  to  say  no,  your 
pastor  recommends  denying  the  request. 

His  reason:  The  cemetery  is  a  service 
provided  by  the  church  for  active  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  in  good  standing. 

Do  you  agree? 

Leaders  of  Mount  Zion  Lutheran 
Church  in  Crown.  Minn.,  do.  They  recent¬ 
ly  denied  burial  to  the  family  of  a  long- 
inactive  church  member  (see  related 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  pastor  explained:  ‘‘One  of  the 
things  we’re  concerned  about  is  that 
membership  is  more  than  just  having 
your  name  in  some  book  in  the  church. 

"Are  we  supposed  to  pat  (people)  on  the 
back  and  say.  Forget  the  rules.  You  can 
bury  your  son  here?’  But  isn’t  that  saying 
it’s  OK  not  to  be  active  in  the  church?” 

That  sounds  harsh.  It  may  even  strike 
some  as  a  repudiation  of  Christian  com¬ 
passion.  But  the  Mount  Zion  pastor  and 
church  leaders  were  trying  to  make  an 
important  point:  It  is  important  to  up¬ 
hold  Christian  standards  of  conduct. 

Far  too  many  congregations  exhibit  a 
tendency  to  place  ‘‘being  nice"  above  all 
other  considerations.  Their  unspoken  slo¬ 
gan  is  “don’t  make  waves.” 

The  resulting  message  sent  to  people 
both  inside  and  outside  the  church: 
“There’s  not  much  difference  between 
being  and  not  being  a  Christian.” 

No  one  is  "entitled”  to  the  church’s 
sacraments  and  services.  Those  quite 
properly  are  provided  to  advance  the 
cause  of  Christ,  not  to  accommodate  the 
demands  of  the  general  public. 

Therein  lies  an  apparent  fallacy  in  the 
decision  made  by  Mount  Zion’s  leaders. 
How  will  the  cause  of  Christ  be  served 
by  denying  a  grieving,  though  inactive 
mother  in  the  church’s  membership  a 
place  to  bury  one  son  alongside  another? 

Such  a  time  of  tragedy  often  repre¬ 
sents  a  critical  transition  in  a  person’s 
life.  If  the  church  is  there  in  time  of  need 
to  reflect  the  love  of  Christ  to  one  who 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  appalled  by  the  ignorance  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  article  on  the  Jesus  Semi¬ 
nar  headed  by  Professor  Robert  Funk 
and  the  associated  editorial  (see  UMR,, 
March  31). 

The  debate  over  finding  the  historical 
Jesus  has  been  going  on  for  more  than  50 
years.  Contrary  to  your  reporting,  Mr. 
Funk  and  the  Jesus  Seminar  are  current¬ 
ly  doing  what  amounts  to  a  reclamation 
project. 

The  failure  of  the  quest  for  the  histori¬ 
cal  Jesus  in  the  last  decades  has  left  us 
with  no  verifiable  contact  through  the 
literary  remains  of  the  early  church  with 
the  life  history  and  teaching  of  the  per¬ 
son  of  Jesus.  The  Jesus  Seminar  is  trying 
to  find  new  ways  of  re-claiming  this  his¬ 
torical  contact. 

This  process  is  of  genuine  scholarly  in¬ 
terest.  It  follows  the  method  of  textual  crit¬ 
icism  that  regularly  uses  “voting” 
procedures  to  make  provisional  decisions. 

This  process  neither  alters  nor  chal¬ 
lenges  the  Christian  witness  of  the  early 
church  contained  in  the  New  Testament 
and  other  early  church  writings. 

I  am  saddened  that  you  find  it  appro- 
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has  strayed,  that  person’s  loyalty  to 
Christ  is  likely  to  be  rekindled. 

If  the  church  slams  its  doors  when 
those  who  have  strayed  knock,  is  it  likely 
that  they  will  ever  knock  again? 

Mount  Zion’s  experience  underlines 
an  important  ongoing  struggle  for  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith.  What  do  we  have  in  common 
with,  and  how  are  we  different  from, 
people  who  choose  not  to  follow  Christ? 

We  ought  to  be  known  and  respected 


priate  to  condemn  Robert  Funk  and 
..those  involved  in  tlus  wprk,  before  seek¬ 
ing  to  find  out  what  their  work  is  about. 

Robert  A.  Atkins 
Rockford,  Illinois 

Scholars  commit  heresy 

To  the  Editor: 

Bless  you  for  your  editorial  challenging 
the  heresy  of  the  so-called  Jesus  Seminar 
(see  UMR,  March  31).  These  pseudo-bibli¬ 
cal  scholars  have  now  compounded  their 
apostasy  by  questioning  not  only  Christ’s 
authorship  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer  but  also 
his  prediction  of  his  second  coming  as  re¬ 
corded  in  Mark’s  Gospel. 

Peter,  who  was  Mark’s  mentor  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  source  of  much  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the  life  and  ministry 
of  Jesus  contained  in  Mark’s  Gospel,  said 
in  2  Peter  1:16  that,  “We  have  not  fol¬ 
lowed  cunningly  devised  fables,  when  we 
made  known  unto  you  the  power  and 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  but  were 
eyewitnesses  of  His  ministry.” 

I  will  take  the  opinion  of  eyewitnesses 
to  those  magnificent  events  over  that  of  a 
group  of  misguided  intellectuals  any  day. 

Ralph  H.  Walton  Jr. 

Granbury,  Texas 

Editorial  infers  too  much 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  March  31  editorial  on  the  Jesus 
Seminar  seems  to  have  inferred  more 
about  the  nature,  purpose  and  outcome  of 
this  endeavor  than  was  probably  intended. 

The  logic  of  your  analysis  certainly 
implicates  the  seminar  as  fraudulent, 
self-serving  and  ultimately  disruptive  to 
the  truth  of  Scripture. 

However,  the  four  assumptions  on 
which  you  build  your  argument  are  equal¬ 
ly  misleading  and  tend,  at  the  very  least, 
to  skew  the  seminar’s  intentions  and  con¬ 
sequences  way  out  of  perspective. 

First,  you  assume  that  the  publicity 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Now  there  are  varieties  of  gifts 
but  the  same  spirit;  and  there  are  va¬ 
rieties  of  service  but  the  same  Lord; 
and  there  are  varieties  of  working, 
but  it  is  the  same  God  who  inspires 
them  all  in  every  one.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  John  14:27) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  9 

Monday:  Psalms  30:4-7 
Tuesday:  Psalms  30:8-12 
Wednesday:  Acts  9:1-9 
Thursday:  Acts  9:10-20 
Friday:  John  21:1-14 
Saturday:  John  21:15-19 
Sunday:  Revelation  5:11-14 


as  people  who  have  chosen  to  follow  the 
“narrow  way”  of  Christ  rather  than  the 
“broad  way”  of  secular  culture. 

But  is  Christ’s  way  to  be  identified 
more  with  how  strictly  we  observe  our 
rules  or  how  compassionately  we  reach 
out  to  those  who  are  hurting? 

Now  think  again.  Would  you  have  vot¬ 
ed  to  permit  the  burial  in  question?  How 
would  you  defend  your  position  on  dis¬ 
tinctively  Christian  grounds? 


generated  around  “scholarly  consensus” 
was  intended  to  bolster  credibility 
among  the  academic  elite.  As  I  under¬ 
stand  it,  the  overriding  purpose  was  to 
use  the  media  to  create  a  higher  profile 
through  which  the  biblical-critical  ap¬ 
proach  to  Scripture  could  be  showcased 
to  the  public  at  large— most  of  whom 
have  been  inundated  by  the  railings  and 
diatribes  of  the  exclusively  fundamental¬ 
ist  “Christian  media.” 

Second,  these  publicized  revelations, 
though  old  news  among  scholars  and 
clergy,  are  in  fact  and  effect  fresh  and 
new  to  many  who  have  been  insulated 
from  such  dialogue  in  times  past. 

Third,  the  practical  and  apologetic 
benefits  are  more  positive  and  enduring 
than  the  mere  “shock  value”  you  de¬ 
scribe.  When  formal,  redactional  and  lit¬ 
erary  insights  are  used  in  the  service  of 
discerning  Scripture,  the  Gospels  and 
other  written  accounts  of  the  life  and 
teachings  of  Christ  are  seen  in  a  truer 
light  as  confessional  rather  than  bio¬ 
graphical  documents. 

Last,  I  don’t  believe  a  “Jesus  literal¬ 
ism”  emerges  as  the  only  acceptable  ap¬ 
proach  to  Scripture  prescribed  by  the 
Jesus  Seminar.  If  anything,  this  paring 
away  of  the  actual  vs.  attributed  words 
of  Jesus  diminishes  and  undermines  a 
full-blown  literalism  that  has  pervaded 
the  popular  mindset  of  most  believers 
and  non-believers. 

Consequently,  your  own  appeal  to  ex¬ 
perience,  communal  and  individual  testi¬ 
mony  and  the  Christian  community’s 
ongoing  witness  to  the  truth  of  the  risen 
Christ  is  at  least  a  parcel  of  common 
ground  to  which  the  scholarly  communi¬ 
ty  would  converge  with  the  larger  com¬ 
munity  of  faith. 

The  usefulness  of  the  Jesus  Seminar 
resides  in  the  hope  that  the  reality  of  the 
risen  Christ  is  never  circumscribed  by  a 
literal  dependence  on  the  word  of  God. 
Otherwise  the  Gospel  has  become  law 
and  Christ  a  law  giver. 

Mark  Forrester 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

We  can  think  for  ourselves 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  one  central  disagreement  with 
your  otherwise  insightful  analysis  in 
your  March  31  editorial,  “Jesus  Seminar: 
The  ‘nays'  have  it.” 

Most  of  your  editorial  is  concerned 
with  the  credibility  with  which  the  work 
of  the  Jesus  Seminar  will  be  received. 
That  was  a  patronizing  attitude  to  take 
toward  your  readership. 

We  are  quite  capable  of  not  only  dis¬ 
tinguishing  “grandstanding”  form  sub¬ 
stance,  but  we  are  also  quite  capable  of 
thinking  for  ourselves  and  need  no 
“warning”  from  other  sources. 

It  may  well  be  true  that  the  participants 
in  the  Jesus  Seminar  take  themselves  too 
seriously.  However,  their  “findings”  are 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  any  search¬ 
ing  and  growing  Christian. 

These  "findings”  challenge  the  assump¬ 
tions  most  of  us  take  toward  the  Bible,  and 
they  challenge  us  to  rely  ever  more  heavi¬ 
ly  upon  the  word  of  God  made  flesh  and 
less  upon  the  predictable  and  comfortable 


By  GARY  G.  FRITZ 
During  recent  years  the  Reporter  has 
related  the  ins  and  outs  of  discussions, 
debates  and  dialogues  between  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  vari¬ 
ous  entities  of  the 
“evangelical”  wing 
of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Laudable  as  these 
dialogues  have  been, 
they  reveal  several 
flaws,  some  of  which 
are  quite  serious.  GaiY 

The  most  serious  flaw  is  the  underly¬ 
ing  assumption  that  we  Christians  in  the 
United  States  are  the  best  equipped  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel  to  the  world  today. 
According  to  that  assumption,  we  must 
be  about  it  by  sending  our  own  people  in 
great  numbers  to  all  points  of  the  globe. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  “evangeli¬ 
cals”  fall  into  this  category  most  clearly. 

Yet,  based  on  the  voices  of  brothers 
and  sisters  around  the  world,  statistics 
on  church  growth  and  my  own  personal 
experience,  I  am  convinced  that  evange¬ 
lism  and  church  planting  are  being  best 
done  by  people  in  their  own  countries. 
Missionaries  in  most  instances  are  now 
playing  enabling  and  helping  roles,  usu¬ 
ally  on  a  temporary  basis. 

Let  me  illustrate. 

A  few  years  ago  when  I  was  a  mission¬ 
ary  in  Bolivia,  recognition  was  given  to 
the  Methodist  who  had  brought  the  most 
people  to  Christ  during  the  year.  The  one 
whose  work  was  lifted  up  to  celebrate  was 
a  poor,  illiterate  farmer’s  wife  who  spoke 
only  Aymara,  the  local  language.  She  had 
brought  30  others  to  her  Lord  that  year. 

A  few  years  later  when  I  was  leaving 
Bolivia,  a  young  Bolivian  pastor  came  to 
my  house  to  bid  me  goodbye.  He  wanted 
me  to  know  that,  if  it  hadn’t  been  for  a 
Methodist  missionary  years  ago  who 
showed  Christ  to  him,  he  wouldn’t  have  be¬ 
come  a  pastor.  He  was  thankful  for  that. 

‘Now  you  must  go’ 

But,  he  said,  “Now  you  must  go  and  let 
us  reap  the  harvest.  We  know  best  how  to 
do  that.”  He  was  right.  The  church  in  Bo¬ 
livia,  with  only  two  United  Methodist 
missionary  couples,  is  growing  at  the 


ways  in  which  we  interpret  the  Bible. 

Most  Christians  will  be  no  more 
swayed  by  the  conclusions  of  the  Jesus 
Seminar  than  they  will  by  the  findings 
related  to  the  Shroud  of  Turin.  In  both 
cases,  we  are  the  richer  for  having  our 
assumptions  challenged. 

Bruce  T.  Prestwood-Taylor 
Ware,  Massachusetts 


Isaiah  offers  answer 

To  the  Editor: 

The  March  31  article,  “Scholars:  Jesus 
didn’t  say  that  He  is  coming  back,”  is  an¬ 
other  example  of  biblical  scholars  blind¬ 
ed  by  their  own  self-serving  wisdom. 

I  teach  Sunday  school  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  How  do  I  answer 
these  so-called  experts?  The  answer  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  prayer  was  Isaiah  45:21,  a 
passage  I  was  totally  unfamiliar  with. 

“Declare  and  present  your  case;  let 
them  take  counsel  together!  Who  told 
this  long  ago?  Who  declared  it  of  old? 
Was  it  not  I,  the  Lord?” 

Wesley  B.  Garard 
Lebo,  Kansas 

What  can  I  believe? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article,  “Scholars:  Jesus  didn’t  say 
that  He  is  coming  back”  in  the  Reporter 
dated  March  31  disturbs  me. 

I  don’t  feel  I  have  to  defend  the  Bible, 
nor  Jesus  Christ  in  anyway,  for  the  Bible 
tells  us  all  we  need  to  know  about  the  re¬ 
turn  of  Jesus.  If  I  cannot  believe  that 
“Jesus  predicted  the  end  of  the  world  or 
said  he  would  return  to  Earth  in  a  second 
coming”  after  having  read  the  Bible, 
then  I  cannot  believe  the  Bible  at  all. 

Paul  tells  us  that  in  the  return  of  Jesus 
Christ  there  is  hope  for  the  living  and  the 
dead. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  the 
"scholars”  dealt  with  John  14:2b-3a:  "I  go 
to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  and 
prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come 
again.”  If  the  “scholars”  deny  that  Jesus 
said  this,  would  they  admit  to  Him  having 
said  anything  at  all,  or  that  He  lives? 

William  F.  Jones 
Pittsburg,  Texas 

1st  class  missed  in  45  years 

To  the  Editor: 

In  this  day  of  declining  Sunday  school 
attendance,  I  thought  the  Reporter  might 
be  interested  in  a  story  of  commitment 
and  loyalty  to  Christian  education. 

J.H,  Cheely  (age  81)  of  Williston,  Fla., 
missed  Sunday  school  March  12,  after 
having  perfect  attendance  for  45  years. 
He  was  in  the  hospital  on  that  particular 
Sunday  and  has  since  been  moved  to  an 
assisted-living  facility  and  has  been  un¬ 
able  to  go  to  Sunday  school  and  church. 

The  trauma  of  not  being  able  to  be  in 
his  own  home  has  been  great.  However,  I 
think  missing  Sunday  school  has  been 
more  distressing  to  him. 

I  have  no  idea  if  45  years  is  some  kind 
of  record  or  not,  but  one  doesn’t  often  see 
this  kind  of  Christian  commitment. 

Naomi  C.  Paul 
Melbourne,  Florida 


rate  of  10-to-15  percent  a  year. 

Another  flaw  related  to  the  dialogues 
between  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  “evangelicals”  is  this: 
Accepting  two  mission-sending  agencies 
will  exacerbate  tensions  and  in-fighting 
among  Christians  in  other  countries. 

Missionaries  have  always  taken  "de- 
nominationalism”  with  them.  In  spite  of 
efforts  to  cooperate,  rivalry  and  conten¬ 
tiousness  almost  always  exist.  We  don’t 
need  to  compound  that  by  having  two 
sending  agencies  within  one  denomination. 

I  think  our  churches  in  other  countries 
sense  that  and  have  been,  for  the  most 
part,  reluctant  to  accept  missionaries 
from  the  “evangelical”  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists. 

If  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  wants  to  ensure  that  its  missionar¬ 
ies  will  be  of  a  certain  caliber  and 
outlook,  that  can  best  be  done  through 
careful  recruitment  and  selection. 

What  a  missionary  accomplishes  is 
more  a  result  of  his/her  home  and  church 
background— broadly  construed— than  of 
any  training  given  by  the  general  board. 

Also,  missionary  accomplishment  in¬ 
creasingly  is  limited  by  the  nature  of  the 
church  and  the  cultural  context  of  the 
country  or  region  in  which  the  church 
finds  itself. 

Striving  to  explain  evangelism  and 
how  it  is  best  done  runs  the  great  risk  of 
constricting  it  too  tightly.  People  are 
brought  to  Christ  and  become  Christians 


By  SHIRLEE  CRAIG 

At  times  I  wish  I  were  a  Norman 
Rockwell— today,  for 

It  is  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  at  Woodmar 
United  Methodist 
Church.  I  pause  for  a 
moment  in  the  vesti¬ 
bule  before  leaving 
for  home.  Services 
are  over.  Some  of  the 
worshipers  have  al¬ 
ready  gone.  Shirlee  Craig 

But  many  have  lingered  here  to  chat 
with  friends.  It’s  a  noisy,  bustling  place, 
and  only  a  Norman  Rockwell  could  cap¬ 
ture  the  scene. 

Over  there,  the  gentleman  who  some¬ 
times  hands  me  a  typewritten  joke  to 
read  and  pass  on,  smiles  and  waves  at 
me.  And  over  there,  half  a  dozen  teen¬ 
agers  have  huddled  to  make  plans  for  an 
outing. 

Beside  me,  the  young  couple  who  just 
joined  the  church  is  talking  with  the  cou¬ 
ple  that  used  to  teach  my  daughter's  Sun¬ 
day  school  class. 

A  few  choir  members,  still  robed,  and 
an  usher  with  a  boutonniere  still  in  his 
lapel,  exchange  greetings  with  friends. 
Two  young  acolytes  head  for  the  office 
to  remove  their  robes. 

Beside  the  office  door  are  several 
groups  of  women  chatting  animatedly, 
and  beside  the  sanctuary  door,  our  senior 
pastor,  still  robed,  is  listening  earnestly 
to  what  an  elderly  couple  is  saying. 

Not  far  from  them,  proud  parents  are 
showing  off  their  new  baby  to  an  admir¬ 
ing  audience,  and  by  the  entrance  door, 
our  associate  pastor,  also  still  robed,  is 
in  deep  conversation  with  a  tall,  strap¬ 
ping  young  man  holding  a  baby  bottle  in 


in  so  many  ways. 

I  was  occasionally  surprised  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  have  people  thank  me  for 
bringing  them  to  Jesus  when  I  really 
didn’t  know  that  I  had. 

So-called  "evangelicals”  do  us  a  dis¬ 
service  by  implying  that  if  we  do  not 
function  in  certain  ways,  we  are  hot 
evangelizing.  It’s  truer  to  say,  “By  their 
fruits  you  know  them.” 

Missionaries  cost  too  much 

Finally,  it  is  flawed  thinking  to  as¬ 
sume  that  sending  missionaries  to  other 
countries  is  the  most  cost-effective  way 
to  evangelize.  In  fact,  that  approach 
probably  is  bad  stewardship. 

If  indigenous  evangelists  are  10  times 
more  effective  than  missionary  evange¬ 
lists  and  if  sending  missionaries  overseas 
costs  10  times  more  than  supporting  local 
mission  workers,  then  it  is  not  difficult  for 
me  to  decide  where  I  will  put  my  money. 

Where  will  you  put  yours? 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Gary  G.  Fritz  is 
on  the  staff  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Champaign,  III.,  and  is  a  retired 
ministerial  member  of  the  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here  I 
Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 


one  hand  and  grasping  a  squirming  tod¬ 
dler  with  the  other. 

Some  are  visitors  or  guests  being 
greeted  warmly.  Others  are  being  wel¬ 
comed  back  after  an  illness  or  vacation. 

Children  dressed  in  their  Sunday  best 
flit  here  and  there,  and  the  low  hum  of 
conversation  is  punctuated  by  bursts  of 
laughter. 

It  is  a  happy,  congenial  time,  and  every¬ 
one  seems  reluctant  to  leave,  for  right 
now  this  vestibule  is  home,  and  these  peo¬ 
ple  are  family.  Some  will  not  see  each  oth¬ 
er  until  next  Sunday.  Others  will  meet 
during  the  week  at  the  Bible  study. 

The  men  may  gather  for  a  game  of  pool 
in  the  church  basement.  The  women  will 
meet  at  one  of  the  women’s  groups. 

Some  will  come  together  to  clean  the 
kitchen  or  serve  a  meal  or  create  wall 
hangings  or  attend  a  committee  meeting, 
choir  practice,  youth  group.  In  a  busy,  ac¬ 
tive  church,  there  are  any  number  of  rea¬ 
son  for  coming  together. 

I  know  these  people.  They  share  each 
other’s  joy  and  grief.  They  work  for  their 
church  together,  worship  together.  Their 
love  and  respect  for  each  other  is  never 
more  evident  than  it  is  right  here  at  this 
moment. 

But  I  wonder  now  if  even  a  Norman 
Rockwell  would  capture  the  warmth  with¬ 
in  a  church  family. 

You  have  to  be  here,  I  guess,  to  feel  it. 
Something  this  special  really  can’t  be  re¬ 
produced  on  canvas. 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Shirlee  Craig  is  a  member  of  Wood- 
mar  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ham¬ 
mond.  Ind.  (North  Indiana  Annual 
Conference). 


BIBLES 


TO  HELP  YOU 
REACH  OUT 
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‘Satanic  Verses’  quarrel 
spotlights  Moslem  growth 


From  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 

“We  abhor  threats  and  counterthreats 
on  life  and  property  [but]  we  support  the 
freedom  of  expression.  Both  sides  are 
equally  important.  We  are  also  sympathet¬ 
ic  to  the  beliefs  of  our  Moslem  friends." 

;  That  statement  was  endorsed  recently 
by  two  United  Methodist  ministers  con¬ 
cerning  the  Salman  Rushdie  book,  “The 
Satanic  Verses." 

The  two  “sides”  refer  to  the  threats  to 
people  and  institutions  supporting  Mr. 
Rushdie’s  book  and  the  death  threat  is- 
r  sued  against  the  author  by  Ayatollah  Ru- 
v  hollah  Khomeini  of  Iran. 

The  Revs.  W.  Dayalan  Niles  and  R. 
Marston  Speight  were  part  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  committee  re- 
,  leasing  the  statement. 

Mr.  Niles  is  an  executive  with  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Genera]  Commission  on 
..  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns.  Mr.  Speight  directs  the  office  on 
Christian-Moslem  relations  for  the  NCC. 

Publication  of  “The  Satanic  Verses”  is 
widely  regarded  as  one  reason  for  a  grow¬ 
ing  awareness  of  Moslems  living  in  the 
,  United  States,  Britain  and  other  non-Mos¬ 
lem  countries. 

Mr.  Speight  wrote  the  Friendship 

‘World  of  Islam’ 
UM  study  focus 

From  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 

Long  before  the  controversy  concern¬ 
ing  the  novel,  “The  Satanic  Verses,” 
“The  World  of  Islam"  had  been  selected 
as  one  of  three  1989  study  themes  for 
United  Methodist  Schools  of  Christian 
Mission. 

In  fact,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  selected  the  study  at  least 
three  years  ago,  said  Ann  Eaton,  mission 
education  executive  at  the  Women’s  Di- 
.  vision  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Then  the  NCC  asked  the  Rev.  R.  Mar¬ 
ston  Speight,  a  United  Methodist  minis- 
ter,  to  write  the  study  book, “God  is  One: 
•  The  Way  of  Islam.” 

Ms.  Eaton  told  the  Reporter  that  al¬ 
though  it’s  not  unusual  to  have  one  of  the 
.  study  themes  coincide  with  the  news  of 

V  the  day,  she  doesn’t  think  the  Islam  study 
will  increase  the  mission  school  atten- 

,  dance. 

Last  year,  the  Women’s  Division  record¬ 
ed  26,000  participants  in  mission  studies. 

“People  who  come  to  the  mission  stud¬ 
ies  are  a  constant  group,”  she  said. 

Regarding  this  year’s  news-related 
theme,  she  said,  “Our  purpose  is  to  help 
people  understand  Islam- 

“Current  events  provide  topics  for  dis¬ 
cussion,  but  the  ‘World  of  Islam’  is  not  a 
political  study.” 

Ms.  Eaton  said  the  goals  of  the  study 
are  to  provide  a  better  understanding  of 
the  faith  and  to  open  channels  of  dia¬ 
logue  between  Christians  and  Moslems. 

^  ,  The  study  focuses  on  the  historical 
context  and  basic  tenets  of  Islam  and  in- 
,  formation  about  the  Moslem  community 

V  in  today’s  world. 


Press  study  book  on  Islam  to  be  used  in 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission  this  summer 
by  United  Methodists  and  members  of 
other  denominations  participating  in  the 
annual  ecumenical  study  program  (see 
related  story). 

A  recent  study  by  the  Associated  Press 
reports  that  3.5  million  Moslems  live  in 
the  United  States.  That’s  equal  to  a  little 
more  than  one-third  the  membership  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  report  said  that,  by  the  turn  of  the 
century,  Islam  may  surpass  Judaism  as 
the  nation’s  largest  non-Christian  religion. 

Nevertheless,  some  Christians  may 
not  be  aware  of  the  Islamic  presence  in 
their  communities,  Mr.  Speight  said. 
That’s  because  many  Christians  have  a 
stereotyped  image  of  Moslems,  he  added. 

Many  Christians  don’t  understand  that 
in  Moslem  countries,  political,  economi¬ 
cal  and  social  factors  are  all  considered 
"a  part  of  the  faith  expression,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Speight  suggested  that  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations  become 
aware  of  Moslem  groups  in  their  com¬ 
munities.  One  way  to  start  would  be  by 
looking  for  Moslem  names  in  the  tele¬ 
phone  book,  such  as  Mohammed,  Abdul¬ 
lah,  or  Rashid. 

He  suggested  contacting  a  Moslem 
group  and  inviting  representatives  to  tell 
United  Methodists  about  Islam. 

“Give  the  Moslem  absolute  freedom  to 
express  the  concerns  of  the  Moslem  com¬ 
munity,”  he  encouraged.  “Moslems  are 
extremely  interested  in  doing  this  kind  of 
thing.” 

Mr.  Speight  said  that  through  his  con¬ 
tacts  with  Moslems,  he  has  found  “abso¬ 
lute  agreement”  that  “The  Satanic 
Verses”  is  blasphemous,  but  he  hasn’t 
found  anyone  who  supports  the  death 
threat. 

He  pointed  out  that  Ayatollah  Khomei¬ 
ni  didn’t  follow  Islamic  law  in  making 
the  death  threat. 

“There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  right  to 
call  for  an  assassination,”  Mr.  Speight 
explained. 

“Islamic  law  has  many  rules,  and 
there  is  no  prescription  or  rule  that  says 
anyone  has  a  right  to  call  for  an  assassi¬ 
nation.  Although  a  blasphemy  is  judged 
worthy  of  death,  the  person  accused  of 
blasphemy  must  go  through  a  trial.” 

Even  if  convicted,  he  added,  a  person 
is  given  an  opportunity  to  repent  and  be 
released. 


Moslems 


In  the  U.S. 

By  the  turn  of  the  century, 
Islam  may  surpass 
Judaism  as  the  nation's 
largest  minority  religion. 
The  growth  of  Islam  in  the 
U.S.  began  in  the  1960‘s 
and  70's  when  relaxed 
Immigration  rules  and  an 
Increase  in  Islamic 
students,  due  to  the  oil 
boom,  coincided  with  an 
Islamic  movement  led  by 
Elijah  Muhammed  and 
Malcolm  X. 


i 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  GRAPHIC 


Moslems  gaining  ground  in  United  States 

NEW  YORK— A  recent  study  conducted  by  the  Associated  Press  shows 
that  there  are  3.5  million  Moslems  living  in  the  United  States  and  the  Is¬ 
lamic  faith  continues  to  grow  in  popularity  in  this  country.  It  is  expected 
that  by  the  turn  of  the  century,  Islam  will  surpass  Judaism  as  the  nation’s 
largest  minority  religion. 


What  impact  will  Moslem  study  have? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Will  a  mission  study  on  Islam  be  a 
threat  to  Christianity  and  The  United 
Methodist  Church? 

“I  don’t  find  it  a  threat,”  said  the  Rev. 
W.  Dayalan  Niles,  a  staff  executive  with 
the  church’s  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns. 

“It  will  make  your  own  faith  stronger 
when  you  are  challenged  and  are  able  to 
witness  to  your  faith,”  said  Mr.  Niles. 

“You  don’t  overcome  fear  by  running 
away  from  it,”  he  said. 


“You  learn  to  become  stronger  in  your 
faith  while  recognizing  that  Moslems  are 
our  neighbors.”  ' 

Mr.  Niles  said  that ;  studying  Islam 
would  help  Christians  understand  the  in¬ 
teraction  between  Moslems  and  their 
neighbors  from  a  historical  perspective. 

The  Rev.  Naomi  Patricia  Southard,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  National  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Asian  American  United 
Methodists,  said  many  members  of  her 
caucus  have  come  from  countries  where 
Islam  is  a  dominant  religion— India,  In¬ 
donesia,  Sri  Lanka  and  the  Philippines. 
“Islam  is  always  presented  as  a  dis¬ 


turbing  challenge  to  Christianity,”  said 
Ms.  Southard. 

-  "Christians  in  the  United  States  have 
]  always  been  suspicious  about  Islam  be¬ 
cause  it’s  one  the  the  fastest  growing  re¬ 
ligions  in  the  world,”  she  said. 

"And  that’s  the  reason  we  should  be 
studying  it.” 

Ms.  Southard  said  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  should  be  willing  to  compare  “the 
best  things  about  Christianity  with  the 
best  things  about  Islam  and  the  worst 
things  about  Christianity  with  the  worst 
about  Islam.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Methodism  ‘reborn’ 
in  ‘new’  Soviet  Union 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Methodism  has  re-established  a  foothold 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  thanks  to  "glasnost” 
[new  openness  in  Soviet  society]  and  a  de¬ 
termined  Methodist  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Vasilii  Ivanovich  Popov,  70, 
has  registered  his  50-member  Methodist 
congregation  in  Syktyvkar,  a  city  in  far 
north  European  Russia,  with  Soviet  au¬ 
thorities. 

The  congregation  at  Syktyvkar  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  first  Methodist  group  to 
gain  official  church  status  in  the  Russian 
republic  in  more  than  50  years. 

Now  the  pastor  wants  Bibles. 

He  asked  Dr.  Mark  Elliott,  a  United 
Methodist  who  heads  the  Institute  for  the 
Study  of  Christianity  and  Marxism  at 
Wheaton  College  in  Wheaton,  Ill.,  to  send 
him  Scriptures. 

"He  said  that  100,000  would  not  be  too 
many,”  said  Dr.  Elliott,  who  met  Mr.  Po¬ 
pov  during  a  recent  visit  to  the  Soviet 
Baltic  republic  of  Estonia. 

Methodist  churches  in  the  Soviet  Union 
were  closed  during  the  1920s  and  1930s. 

The  denomination  was  formally  estab¬ 
lished  in  Russia  by  Finnish  missionaries 
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and  enhances  all  the  church's  ministries. 
Necessary  qualifications  include  a  col¬ 
lege  degree,  high  levels  of  energy  and 
creativity,  and  an  active  Christian  com¬ 
mitment.  Positions  involve  some  travel, 
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during  the  late  1880s,  and  an  American, 
George  A.  Simons,  led  all  Methodist 
work  in  Russia  between  1907  and  1921. 

Today,  however,  Mr.  Popov’s  congre¬ 
gation  is  just  one  of  two  in  the  Soviet 
Union  outside  Estonia. 

The  other  is  a  small  Slovak  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  Transcarpathian  region  of  the 
West  Ukraine,  said  Dr.  Elliott. 

Estonia,  a  republic  annexed  by  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  during  World  War  II,  has  15 
United  Methodist  congregations.  The  15 
have  about  1,900  members. 

Mr.  Popov,  descendant  of  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  believers,  joined  a  Baptist  church 
at  the  time  of  his  conversion  to  Protestant¬ 
ism  but  left  the  Baptist  church  to  start  his 
own  unregistered  church  in  1974. 

He  found  his  way  into  the  Methodist 
fold  in  1979. 

Despite  only  a  high  school  education, 
Mr.  Popov  [Popov  is  derived  from  the 
Russian  word  for  “priest”]  has  translated 
the  Old  Testament  into  Komi,  a  Siberian 
language.  The  translation,  for  older  be¬ 
lievers,  reportedly  is  being  published  by 
a  group  in  Sweden. 

Dr.  Elliott  said  Mr.  Popov  recently 
asked  Soviet  officials  to  turn  a  large  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox  museum  church  over  to  his 
congregation,  but  the  proposal  was  denied. 

State  authorities  countered  his  re¬ 
quest,  Dr.  Elliott  said,  by  offering  "an 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  MARK  ELLIOTT 

The  Rev.  Vasilii  Ivanovich  Popov,  shown  with  his  wife,  Olga,  made  histo¬ 
ry  last  year  when  he  officially  registered  his  Methodist  congregation  in 
Komi  in  far  north  European  Russia  with  Soviet  officials.  It  is  the  first 
Methodist  church  registered  in  the  Russian  republic. 


enormous  former  monastery.”  But  Mr. 
Popov  said  that  restoration  costs  would 
have  been  prohibitive. 

The  Komi  region,  where  Syktyvkar  is 
located,  is  said  to  have  170  unused  Russian 
Orthodox  churches  in  serious  disrepair. 

The  region,  long  known  for  its  labor 
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Estonian  pastor  immigrates 


By  DOUGLAS  ENS 
News  Network  International 

The  first  United  Methodist  minister  to 
leave  the  Soviet  republic  of  Estonia  since 
World  War  n  says  religious  restrictions 
forced  him  to  immigrate  to  the  United 
States  this  year. 

The  Rev.  Heigo  Ritsbeck  told  News 
Network  International  that  despite  in¬ 
creased  religious  tolerance  in  Estonia, 
limitations  imposed  by  local  officials 
kept  him  from  “fulfilling  his  ministry.” 

“By  several  steps,  I  simply  understood 
that  to  be  a  pastor  in  the  Soviet  Union  is 
very  difficult  and  inside  me  there  was  a 
very  great  desire  to  more  freedom  to  a 
kind  of  ministry  I  was  not  able  to  fulfill 
in  my  homeland,"  said  Mr.  Ritsbeck. 

He  said  the  steps  leading  to  his  deci- 


‘Suicide?  Mercy  killing?’ 
UMs,  Catholics  say  ‘No’ 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 

ERLANGER,  Ky— Your  spouse  is  dy¬ 
ing  painfully  of  cancer. 

Your  child  has  been  critically  injured 
in  an  automobile  wreck. 

You’ve  just  learned  that  your  excruci¬ 
ating  headaches  indicate  an  inoperable — 
likely  fatal— brain  tumor. 

Can  you,  as  a  Christian  responding  to 
any  of  these  or  similar  situations,  sanc¬ 
tion  either  the  suicide  or  "mercy  killing” 
of  the  patient? 

The  answer  is  “no,”  agreed  United 
Methodist  and  Roman  Catholic  leaders  re¬ 
cently  as  they  concluded  their  three-year 
dialogue  called  “Holy  Living,  Holy  Dying.” 

To  end  your  own  life  or  that  of  some¬ 
one  you  love  violates  the  biblical  princi¬ 
ple  of  the  stewardship  of  life,  dialogue 
participants  stated  in  their  summary. 

However,  they  conceded  that  applying 
the  principle  creates  problems. 

For  example,  in  the  face  of  “irrevers¬ 
ible  and  intractable  suffering,”  some  par¬ 
ticipants  held  that  exceptions  based  on 
"the  supreme  law  of  love”  may  be  made. 

All  agreed,  however,  that  “passing 
judgment  on  the  guilt  of  persons  who  die 
by  suicide,  restricting  pastoral  services 
based  on  such  judgments  or  stigmatizing 
the  survivors  has  no  place  in  responsible 
ministry.” 

Dying  with  dignity  calls  for  care  that 
emphasizes  compassion,  personal  inter¬ 
action  between  patients  and  care-givers, 
respect  for  patients  as  whole  people  with 
social  as  well  as  medical  needs,  and  open 
and  honest  communication,  the  state¬ 
ment  said. 

The  dialogue  summary  urges  churches 


to  create  a  context  in  which  “we  can  ac¬ 
knowledge  dying  as  part  of  human  exis¬ 
tence  without  romanticizing  death, 
accept  relief  of  suffering  as  a  goal  for 
care  of  the  dying  rather  than  cure  or  pro¬ 
longation  of  life,  and  assure  equitable  ac¬ 
cess  for  all  to  the  resources  that  will 
relieve  the  dying  and  their  loved  ones  of 
anxieties  about  financial  crises  created 
by  medical  expenses.” 

The  statement  continued:  “Through 
Jesus  Christ,  God  enters  into  our  suffer¬ 
ing  even  to  our  dying  an  agonizing  death. 
. . .  The  ultimate  purpose  of  our  life  is 
union  with  God  in  the  risen  Christ.” 

The  chapter  on  implications  for  action 
urges  church  leaders  to  hold  dialogues 
with  decision-makers  on  allocation  of 
scarce  health-care  resources  and  access 
to  the  resources  needed  for  “holy  dying.” 

Elsewhere  the  statement  lamented 
that  both  private  and  government 
health-care  plans  give  priority  to  funding 
“technologically  sophisticated  treat¬ 
ments"  while  denying  or  minimizing 
payments  for  less  costly  services  such  as 
hospice  and  home  care,  social  services 
and  pastoral  care. 

The  dialogue's  summary  is  to  be  printed 
and  distributed  by  United  Methodists  to  all 
local  congregations,  seminaries  and  hospi¬ 
tals.  Roman  Catholics  are  to  print  it  in 
several  theological  journals  and  plan  to 
put  it  in  all  Roman  Catholic  hospitals. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint 
(Houston  Area)  co-chaired  the  dialogue 
with  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Joseph  De¬ 
laney  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Frances  Smith  is  retired  from  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 


Agency  seeks  sponsors 
for  refugee  youngsters 


camps,  is  closed  to  Western  tourists.  But 
that  may  change. 

Some  Scandinavian  “bundi”  teams  [a 
cross  between  hockey  and  soccer]  have 
been  allowed  to  compete  against  Syktyv¬ 
kar  teams,  and  a  hotel  built  for  them  is 
being  expanded  for  Western  tourists. 


sion  to  immigrate  involved  a  series  of 
limitations  on  his  ministry. 

“I  had  no  single  persecution  but  during 
the  years  the  situation  concerning  my 
ministry  changed,"  he  said. 

"For  example,  for  several  years,  one 
of  my  greatest  hobbies  has  been  making 
amateur  films.  I  wanted  to  make  an  am¬ 
ateur  film  about  our  church  activity,” 
said  Mr.  Ritsbeck. 

[The  film]  was  practically  ready  when 
[officials]  prevented  him  from  doing 
that,  he  said. 

"Then  I  began  youth  conferences  annu¬ 
ally  in  Estonia  and  problems  arose.  If  I  did 
something,  problems  arose,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Ritsbeck  said  he  couldn’t  resolve 
the  problems  because  he  lacked  the  “dip¬ 
lomatic  abilities  to  be  a  minister  in  the 
Soviet  Union.” 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Will  a  United  Methodist  family  take 
care  of  15-year-old  Javier? 

The  Honduran  teen-ager  is  one  of 
many  Central  American  children— some 
as  young  as  12 — who  have  fled  their 
homeland  without  their  parents. 

Javier  and  others  like  him  need  a 
sponsoring  family  until  U.S.  immigration 
officials  decide  whether  to  grant  them 
political  asylum  or  deport  them,  said  the 
Rev.  C.  David  Crabtree  II. 

Mr.  Crabtree,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Port  Isabel,  Texas, 
said  Javier  is  one  of  nine  youths  that  the 
UM-supported  Border  Association  for 
Refugees  from  Central  America  is  try¬ 
ing  to  place  with  sponsor  families. 

Immigration  officials  have  about  250 
refugee  children  like  Javier  in  custody, 
said  Mr.  Crabtree. 

He  said  150  children  are  in  the  Red 
Cross  shelter  in  Brownsville,  Texas.  An¬ 
other  80  are  in  emergency  children’s 
shelters  in  Los  Fresnos  and  Raymond- 
ville,  Texas. 

“The  remaining  children  are  in  refu¬ 
gee  centers  elsewhere  along  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  between  Brownsville  and 
Laredo,”  said  Mr.  Crabtree. 

Most  of  the  children  are  eventually  re¬ 
united  with  family  members  in  the  United 
States,  but  a  handful— like  Javier— can’t 
link  up  with  relatives  for  one  reason  or  an¬ 
other,  said  Brian  J.  Szittai,  the  community 
outreach  coordinator  for  the  Edinburg,. 
Texas-based  refugee  agency. 

"Since  the  [international  emergency] 
shelter  opened  in  July  of  last  year,  over 

Church  dies 
to  give  birth 
to  ‘New  Hope’ 

By  CATHY  HINKLE 

ELKHART,  Ind.— At  New  Hope  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Elkhart,  members 
can  tell  you  what  it  means  to  be  “reborn.” 

Their  church  was. 

Some  were  members  of  Albright  United 
Methodist  Church  until  last  spring,  when 
that  congregation  looked  around  at  its  out¬ 
moded  facility  with  no  room  to  grow. 
Members  decided  Albright  UMC  had  to  die 
so  a  totally  new  church  might  live. 

“The  decision  was  hard,"  said  the  Rev. 
Joseph  R.  Baunoch,  former  pastor  of  Al¬ 
bright  UMC  and  leader  of  the  new  con¬ 
gregation.  “But  it  was  the  best  use  of 
resources— both  people  and  building. 
And  God  has  blessed  our  decision.” 

Albright  UMC  doesn’t  exist  any  more. 

But  New  Hope  UMC  does.  It  meets  in  a 
former  school  building  located  in  a  “hot 
spot"  of  growth  about  a  mile  from  the 
former  Albright  location. 

Money  from  the  sale  of  that  property 
is  to  be  used  for  a  new  building. 

In  the  first  three  months  of  1989,  the 
yet-to-be-chartered  New  Hope  UMC  has 
had  an  average  attendance  of  218. 

Since  Albright  UMC  no  longer  exists, 
even  its  former  members  are  expected  to 
attend  new-member  classes  at  New  Hope 
UMC.  The  first  series  enrolled  about  50. 

Mr.  Baunoch  estimates  that  of  the  oth¬ 
ers— those  who  didn’t  belong  to  the  Al¬ 
bright  congregation— 85  percent  had  not 
been  in  church  in  five  years. 

Many  are  returning  to  church  because 
they  are  anxious  to  expose  their  children 
to  Christianity,  he  said. 

And  that  has  fueled  interest  in  the  new 
congregation  since  about  75  percent  of 
the  adults  in  the  neighborhood  are  youn¬ 
ger  than  age  45  and  most  are  without  a 
church  to  call  their  own. 

Cathy  Hinkle  is  assistant  editor  of  the 
“ Hoosier  United  Methodist "  newspaper 
serving  the  Indiana  Area. 


500  unaccompanied  youths  have  been  de¬ 
tained,”  he  said. 

Officials  are  unable  to  find  relatives 
who  will  care  for  about  15  percent  of  the 
children,  said  Mr.  Szittai. 

The  emergency  shelters  are  restricted 
by  law  to  holding  a  child  for  just  30  days. 

Mr.  Szittai  said  the  teens  need  a  family 
who  will  provide  them  with  food;  lodging; 
clothing;  enroll  them  in  school;  and  offer 
them  “emotional  security”  while  their  im¬ 
migration  cases  are  pending. 

The  family  also  should  be  prepared  to 
find  an  immigration  lawyer  to  take  the 
youth’s  case,  he  said. 

Although  placement  is  temporary,  the 
sponsor  family  should  be  prepared  to 
provide  for  the  child  for  at  least  several 
months,  if  not  a  year  or  more,  said  Mr. 
Szittai. 

One  such  sponsor  is  Leo  Thomas,  a 
farm  equipment  dealer  in  Oconto,  Wis. 
He  is  sponsoring  Luis,  a  17-year-old  Nic¬ 
araguan  boy. 

“It  has  been  an  excellent  experience,” 
he  said  of  his  family’s  participation  in 
the  program.  “Luis  is  a  very  bright  kid, 
very  considerate  and  appreciative.” 
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Church  refuses  to  bury 
inactive  member’s  son 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 
Religious  News  Service 

CROWN,  Minn.— When  William  Bjork 
died  at  age  20,  his  family  wanted  to  bury 
him  next  to  his  brother. 

Troy  Bjork,  who  died  seven  years  ago 
at  age  12,  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  out¬ 
side  Mount  Zion  Lutheran  Church. 

But  elders  of  the  Lutheran  Church- 
Missouri  Synod  congregation  said  the 
Bjorks  had  not  been  active  in  the  church 
and  barred  the  elder  brother’s  burial. 

So  William,  known  as  Willie,  was  bur¬ 
ied  March  30  in  Lakeview  Cemetery  in 
rural  Anoka  County  about  a  dozen  miles 
from  the  church  cemetery. 

Connie  Bjork,  the  grieving  mother,  said 
that  as  soon  as  possible,  she  would  have 
Troy’s  body  moved  from  Mount  Zion’s 
cemetery  to  be  next  to  his  brother,  Willie. 

The  Rev.  Merlyn  Lohrke,  Mount  Zion’s 
pastor,  said  the  elders  firmed  up  the 
rules  for  burials  about  five  months  ago. 

“One  thing  we’re  concerned  about  is 
that  membership  is  more  than  just  having 
your  names  in  some  book  in  the  church,” 


the  pastor  told  Doug  Grow,  a  columnist 
for  the  Minneapolis  “Star  Tribune.” 

“We  think  that  our  members  need  to  be 
active.  Our  cemetery  is  a  service  by  the 
church  for  members  in  good  standing.” 

Mr.  Lohrke  said  the  Bjorks  had  not 
been  active  in  the  six  years  he  has  been 
pastor  at  the  church.  He  said  he  was  not 
sure  he  had  ever  seen  Willie  Bjork  in 
church  and  that  he  had  seen  Connie 
Bjork  only  infrequently. 

"The  Bjorks  have  been  called  on  many 
times  and  so  far  to  no  avail,”  Mr.  Lohrke 
said.  "As  far  as  I  know,  none  of  the  boys 
has  been  confirmed;  she’s  attended  ser¬ 
vices  three  or  four  times. 

“Now  are  we  supposed  to  pat  you  on 
the  back  and  say,  ‘Forget  the  rules.  You 
can  bury  your  son  here’?  But  isn’t  that 
saying  it’s  OK  not  to  be  active  in  the 
church?  Isn’t  that  saying  that’s  an  OK 
kind  of  Christianity? 

"From  some  perspectives,  it  might 
seem  harsh,  but  there  were  things  that 
Jesus  did  that  might  seem  harsh,  too.” 


Grants  help  UM  students 
prepare  for  church  posts 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

When  Maria  Harris  comes  home  to 
Maxton,  N.C.,  on  a  break  from  her  stud¬ 
ies  at  East  Carolina  University,  her 
friends  know  where  to  find  her. 

She  always  pays  a  visit  to  Prospect 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Maxton  to 
check  on  members  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Fellowship. 

Her  commitment  to  the  church  and  its 
youths  is  just  one  reason  she’s  a  recipient 
of  a  United  Methodist  Leadership  Devel¬ 
opment  Grant. 

The  grant  program  is  funded  through 
the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church— 
the  United  Methodist  program  of  desig¬ 
nated,  second-mile  giving. 

Fifty-four  ethnic-minority  students  re¬ 
ceived  Leadership  Development  grants— 
ranging  from  $250  to  $900  each— for  1988- 
89  from  the  National  Program  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  mission  board. 

Grants  are  given  to  help  prepare  these 
young  adults  for  future  lay  leadership 
posts  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  program  is  open  to  blacks,  Native 
Americans,  Hispanics  and  Asian  Ameri¬ 
cans.  Recipients  are  encouraged  to  con¬ 
sider  church-related  vocations. 

Many  students,  like  Maria,  attend  state- 
supported  institutions  of  higher  learning. 
Others  attend  church-related  colleges. 

Annie  Harris,  Maria’s  mother,  said 
there’s  no  doubt  that  her  daughter  will 
continue  to  work  in  the  church  after  she 
finishes  college.  Maria’s  been  interested 
in  the  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellow- 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


No  gift  too  small 


ship  since  she  was  10  and  now  serves  as 
an  adviser  for  about  50  teen-agers. 

A  member  of  the  Lumbee  Native 
American  tribe,  Maria  is  a  third-year 
student  majoring  in  nursing  with  a  minor 
in  child  psychology.  She  has  received  a 
leadership  grant  every  year  of  her  un¬ 
dergraduate  schooling  but  is  unsure 
about  a  fourth  award  for  her  senior  year. 
That’s  because  the  Advance  special  fund 
has  not  generated  enough  money  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  grant  program. 

Only  $8,350  was  received  in  1987,  nation¬ 
al  missions  officials  reported.  As  a  result, 
53  new  applicants  had  to  be  turned  down 
during  the  1988-89  school  year. 

And  last  year,  officials  said,  Advance 
gifts  were  came  in  very  slowly  for  the 
1989-90  funding  period. 

“I  hope  the  program  can  continue  be¬ 
cause  we  sure  appreciate  that  leadership 
grant,”  said  Mrs.  Harris.  “Maria  is  on 
the  honor  roll  because  she  didn’t  have  to 
spend  so  much  time  working  in  the  li¬ 
brary  to  pay  her  tuition.  It’s  hard,  but 
she’s  hanging  in  there.” 

Gifts  to  support  United  Methodist  Lead¬ 
ership  Development  Grants  for  Ethnic  Mi¬ 
nority  College  Students  can  be  made  via 
any  annual  conference  treasurer  and  des¬ 
ignated  for  Advance  No.  982764-8. 
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page  size:  6"  x  9" 
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•  Includes  all  contents  of  Pew 
Edition:  Services,  Hymns, 
Psalter,  etc. 

•  Available  1990 

GENUINE 

LEATHER 

EDITION 
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For  further  information  about  theseand  other  Hymnal  resources,  ask  for  a  copy  of  the  latest 
United  Methodist  Hymnal  Catalog  today. 


There's  still  time  before  August  1  for  your  church  to  order  the  Pew  Edition  at  the 
special  prepublication  price  of  $11.25.  For  information,  call  our  toll-free  number: 
1-800-672-1789,  write  to  your  Cokesbury  Service  Center,  or  visit  your  Cokesbury 
bookstore  today! 
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Make  language  more 
\ generous /  not  just 
inclusive 9  women  told 


By  LAWRENCE  A.  MOFFETT 

TOLEDO,  Ohio — “God  is  generous. 
The  nature  of  God  is  to  give.  It  is  a 
mixed  message  to  say  that  such  a  giv¬ 
ing,  letting-go,  give-away  God  would, 
want  us  to  be  ‘inclusive.’  ” 

The  Rev.  Holly  C.  Rudolph  repeat¬ 
ed  that  claim  to  three  packed  work¬ 
shop  groups  at  WomenVision,  a 
two-day  session  for  United  Methodists 
from  Ohio  and  Michigan  April  1-2. 

Her  argument  in  favor  of  “gener¬ 
ous  language”  rather  than  “inclusive 
language”  was  a  highlight  of  the 
event  that  "sold  out”  two  months  be¬ 
fore  it  opened.  About  700  people  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting,  but  more  than  300 
had  to  be  turned  away  because  of  ho¬ 
tel  limitations. 

WomenVision  set  out  to  determine 
what  “women  want  and  need  that  is 
not  being  offered  through  traditional 
channels,”  according  to  Joyce  Stan¬ 
ton,  chairwoman  for  the  gathering. 

Ms.  Rudolph  said  in  her  work¬ 
shops— one  of  20— that  the  term  “in¬ 
clusive  language”  doesn’t  reflect 
God’s  nature. 

“Being  inclusive  is  bringing  inside 
what  has  been  outside,”  said  the 
clergywoman  from  the  South  Indiana 
Annual  Conference. 

“The  word  ‘inclusive’  means  bring¬ 
ing  toward  self.  On  the  contrary,  wit¬ 
nesses  to  God  in  the  Bible  show  God 
moving  outward  to  meet  people 
where  they  are. 

“I  feel  patronized  even  when  inclu¬ 
sive  language  is  being  used  because 
obviously  I  have  been  one  of  the  out¬ 
casts  of  society  and  now,  by  the  grace 


of  those  in  power,  I  will  be  brought  in. 
I  remember  that  those  with  the  power 
to  include  are  those  with  the  power  to 
exclude.” 

Inclusive  language  can  even  be  op¬ 
pressive,  she  said,  “because  those 
‘right’  words  are  being  used  in  the 
name  of  something  other  than  God.” 

Language  can  create  or  reflect  bar¬ 
riers,  too,  said  Ms.  Rudolph,  whose 
graduate  work  at  Indiana  State  Uni¬ 
versity  focuses  on  spirituality  in  peo¬ 
ple  recovering  from  addictions. 

“We  are  not  separate  from  people 
of  the  opposite  gender,”  she  said.  “We 
are  not  separate  from  people  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ages.  We  are  not  separate  from 
persons  of  different  races.  We  are  not 
separate  from  persons  with  handicap¬ 
ping  conditions.  And  if  we  are  not  sep¬ 
arate,  we  must  try  to  use  language 
that  doesn’t  make  us  liars. 

“Language  is  the  tool  we  have  for 
thinking  and  for  telling  someone  else 
what  we  think.  It  is  a  tool  of  power.  It 
has  the  power  to  create  reality.  It  has 
the  power  to  create  a  false  reality.  It 
has  the  power  to  hurt  or  to  heal,  to 
keep  or  to  give  away.  It  is  the  power 
to  meet  God  or  avoid  God.” 

The  WomenVision  planning  com¬ 
mittee  was  made  up  of  lay  and 
clergywomen  from  East  Ohio,  West 
Ohio,  West  Michigan  and  Detroit  an¬ 
nual  conferences. 

Lawrence  A.  Moffett  is  the  director 
of  communications  for  the  East  Ohio 
Annual  Conference  and  editor  of  that 
conference’s  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Review. 


PHOTO  BY  LAWRENCE  A.  MOFFETT 

TOLEDO,  Ohio— Broadway  actress  Vinie  Burrows  portrays  ‘‘Sojourn¬ 
er  Truth”  during  a  plenary  session  at  WomenVision,  a  recent  unofficial 
gathering  of  United  Methodists  from  Ohio  and  Michigan.  Among  her  oth¬ 
er  portrayals  was  one  of  “a  modern  woman  trying  to  make  sense  of  her 
mother’s  old-fashioned  ideas.” 


‘Salvation  of  God’s  people’  called  top  concern 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— The  rights  of  people 
worldwide  should  be  the  top  concern  of 
United  Methodism’s  social-action  agency. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Fassett,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  issued  that  challenge 
to  the  agency’s  93  elected  directors  dur¬ 
ing  their  semiannual  meeting  April  6-9. 

“All  of  what  we  are  about  focuses  its 
energy  on  the  salvation  of  God’s  earth 
and  God’s  people,”  Mr.  Fassett  said  in 
his  report  to  board  members. 

As  an  example  of  human-rights  viola¬ 
tions,  he  cited  findings  from  a  recent  vis¬ 
it  he  made  to  war-torn  Mozambique  with 
a  team  of  eight  other  Upited  Methodists. 
They  represented  his  agency,  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops  (see  UMR,  April  7). 

“We  witnessed  the  cruel  and  murderous 
treatment  of  human  beings  by  others  who 


would  call  themselves  human  beings,”  in¬ 
cluding  the  dismemberment  of  children, 
women  and  men,  Mr.  Fassett  said. 

These  people,  he  said,  are  victims  of 
"forces  of  apartheid  and  racism  support¬ 
ed  by  unofficial  and  sometimes  secretive 
organizations  in  the  United  States  and 
other  countries.” 

In  an  interview  afterwards,  Mr.  Fas¬ 
sett  said  he  didn’t  have  a  specific  “secre¬ 
tive  organization”  in  mind  but  was 
referring  in  general  to  groups  of  which 
U.S.  Sen.  Jesse  Helms,  R-N.C.,  is  “part 
and  parcel.” 

As  a  result  of  the  influence  of  such 
groups,  Mr.  Fassett  said,  “we  are  trans¬ 
fixed  by  the  trivial  while  neglecting  the 
demanding  role  of  our  faith  in  the  lives 
of  people  wherever  they  live.” 

Such  people,  he  said,  would  “rather  con¬ 
demn  us  for  responding  to  the  needs  of 
spirit-filled  people  in  lands  whose  govern¬ 
ments  are  objectionable  because  of  their 


[political]  alignments  or  non-alignments." 

The  church  must  not  allow  any  such 
"panel  of  self -selected  persons  or  experts” 
to  define  for  it  the  people  “we  call  sisters 
and  brothers  in  the  faith,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Fassett,  who  became  the  social-ac¬ 
tion  agency’s  chief  executive  nine  months 
ago,  outlined  the  following  actions  he 
hoped  directors  would  take  during  their 
four-day  meeting: 

•  Petition  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  to  set  up  an  interagency  task 
force  to  coordinate  church  efforts  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  needs  of  refugees,  focused 
primarily  on  problems  in  the  Rio  Grande 
Valley  of  Texas  and  in  Miami. 

•  Urge  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  desig¬ 
nate  a  panel  to  meet  with  FYesident  Bush 
to  press  for  due  process  for  refugees  and 
to  protest  alleged  human-rights  violations 
of  undocumented  aliens  by  U.S.  officials. 

•  Develop  new  models  to  help  the 


church  understand  the  global  implica¬ 
tions  of  institutional  racism. 

•  Address  the  phenomenon  of  racially 
motivated  violence. 

•  Support  the  halt  of  neo-Nazi  groups 
such  as  the  “skinheads.” 

•  Reinforce  the  need  for  affirmative- 
action  programs. 

•  Create  "an  enlightened  position”  re¬ 
garding  the  acquired  immune  deficiency 
syndrome  epidemic. 

•  Examine  the  burdens  carried  by  Na¬ 
tive  American  Indians,  blacks,  Hispan¬ 
ics,  Asians  and  other  peoples  living 
under  oppression  worldwide. 

•  Address  issues  related  to  alcohol  and 
substance  abuse. 

•  Deal  with  the  needs  of  runaway  and 
disappeared  children,  and  abused  children. 

A  report  on  the  board's  actions  on 
these  and  other  issues  will  be  published 
in  a  forthcoming  issue  of  the  Reporter. 


the  church  today 


Ecumenical  campaign  against 
apartheid  to  begin  on  Pentecost 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— United  Method¬ 
ists  are  being  encouraged  to  join  with 
other  religious  groups  in  a  renewed  cam¬ 
paign  against  apartheid  in  South  Africa, 
beginning  on  Pentecost  Sunday  (May  14). 

The  “From  Pentecost  to  Soweto”  cam¬ 
paign,  under  ecumenical  sponsorships  of 
the  South  Africa  Crisis  Coordinating 
Committee,  is  to  climax  with  activities 
June  16-17  in  Washington. 

The  campaign  also  is  to  focus  on  lob¬ 
bying  Congress  to  pass  comprehensive 
economic  sanctions  against  South  Africa 
and  boycotting  Shell  Oil  Co.  “as  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  way  the  West  supports 
apartheid.” 

Anniversary  celebration  to  mark 
union  of  branches  of  Methodism 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (UMNS)— The  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  1939  union  of  the  three 
branches  of  Methodism  in  the  United 
States  is  to  be  celebrated  May  10  at 
Grand  Avenue  Temple  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kansas  City. 

Some  components  of  the  original  ser¬ 
vice  that  brought  together  the  Methodist 
Church;  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 


South;  and  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
are  to  be  included  in  the  observance. 

Retired  Bishops  Nolan  B.  Harmon  of 
Atlanta  and  Roy  H.  Short  of  Nashville 
are  among  the  approximately  dozen 
clergy  delegates  to  the  Uniting  Confer¬ 
ence  still  living.  It  isn’t  known  how  many 
lay  delegates  survive. 

The  Methodist  Church  formed  in  1939 
and  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  were  joined  in  1968  to  create  to¬ 
day’s  United  Methodist  Church. 

‘Sandwich  500’  mission  meeting 
feeds  Washington’s  homeless 

WASHINGTON— The  community  mis¬ 
sion  group  at  Foundry  United  Methodist 
Church  can  “really  cut  the  mustard.” 

It  does  so  twice  monthly  at  a  “Sand¬ 
wich  500”  meeting.  That  session  produces 
more  than  500  bologna  and  cheese  sand¬ 
wiches  for  the  homeless  in  Washington. 

The  Rev.  John  Patrick  Baker,  Found¬ 
ry’s  minister  of  mission,  said  the  sand¬ 
wiches  are  distributed  at  a  soup  and 
sandwich  van  that  makes  several  feeding 
stops  in  the  inner  city. 

Foundry’s  members  have  carried  out 
this  ministry  for  several  years,  turning 
out  as  many  as  12,000  sandwiches  a  year. 


Director  named  to  head 
Scarritt-Bennett  center 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Maxine  Clarke 
Beach,  a  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament 
scholar  and  educator 
from  Winthrop, 

Mass.,  has  been 
named  the  first  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  the 
United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Scarritt-Ben¬ 
nett  Center  in 
Nashville. 

Ms.  Beach,  a  grad-  Maxine  Beach 
uate  of  the  old  Scarritt  College,  will  as¬ 
sume  her  new  post  June  1. 

The  new  center  for  the  education  and 
training  complex  for  church  laity  occu¬ 
pies  the  former  campus  of  Scarritt  Grad¬ 
uate  School,  which  closed  in  1988. 


Kansas  West  United  Methodists 
join  state  Prayer  Vigil  for  Rain 

MULLINVILLE,  Kan.— United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Kansas  are  joining  other  Christians 
and  Jews  across  in  that  state  in  a  FYayer 
Vigil  to  end  the  drought. 

The  Prayer  Vigil  for  Rain  began 
March  24  and  is  planned  through  Pente¬ 
cost  Sunday  (May  14).  During  the  same 


Sanctions  against  South  Africa  can  end 
apartheid,  avoid  bloodshed,  bishop  says 


DELAWARE,  Ohio— Sanctions  against 
the  South  African  government  and  the 
apartheid  system  may  be  “the  only  way 
to  avoid  a  bloody  confrontation." 

Bishop  Khoza  Mgojo,  a  black  South  Af¬ 
rican  church  leader,  told  students  at  the 
Methodist  Theological  School  that  sanc¬ 
tions  are  “one  of  the  most  effective  non¬ 
violent  ways  to  force  the  South  African 
government  to  the  negotiating  table.” 

"All  of  us  are  aware  of  the  possible 
pain  in  this  strategy,”  said  Bishop  Mgojo, 
“but  this  is  not  comparable  to  the  pain 
caused  by  the  prolonged  violence  of  the 
apartheid  system  against  the  people  of 
South  Africa. 

"We  as  Christians  ought  to  know  very 
well  that  there  is  no  effective  and  active 
non-violent  strategy  that  does  not  go 
without  the  costs.” 

Bishop  Mgojo,  a  member  of  the  Zulu 
tribe  and  the  first  South  African  black  to 
earn  a  doctorate  from  Harvard  Universi¬ 
ty,  is  leader  of  the  Natal  District  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa. 

He  was  also  leader  of  a  delegation  of 
World  Methodist  Council  leaders  who 


Khoza  Mgojo 


No  strategy  is  without  cost. 

confronted  South  African  President  P.W. 
Botha  in  November  1987,  demanding  an 
end  to  apartheid. 

He  said  the  crisis  has  deepened  since 


then,  especially  since  the  banning  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  1988  of  all  anti-apartheid  move¬ 
ments— including  non-violent 
humanitarian  organizations. 

The  banning  has  spurred  church  lead¬ 
ers  to  action,  which  in  turn  “has  led  to  a 
reinforced  effort  to  discredit  (them),” 
said  Bishop  Mgojo. 

"Attacks  by  conservatives  and  right- 
wing  church  groups  have  intensified,  and 
are  also  more  coordinated  than  before,” 
he  said. 

However,  the  bishop  stressed  the  im¬ 
portance  of  Christian  leaders  in  the  move- 
ment,  saying  the  South  African 
government  hesitates  to  harass  or  detain 
them,  knowing  that  church  leaders 
around  the  world  will  decry  the  action. 

And  he  dismissed  the  charge  that  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  should  "stay  out  of  poli¬ 
tics."  He  said  that  in  the  face  of 
apartheid,  there  is  no  neutrality,  whether 
one  is  Christian  or  not. 

"And  for  those  who  are  Methodist,"  he 
said,  "if  you  say  that  you  are  not  going  to 
become  involved  in  politics,  you  have  not 
begun  to  be  a  Methodist.” 


time  Jews  will  be  preparing  for  and  cele¬ 
brating  Passover. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Godbey  of  Mullinville 
told  the  Kansas  West  conference  edition 
of  the  United  Methodist  Review  that 
"persons  are  encouraged  to  express  grati¬ 
tude  for  the  life-giving  character  of  water 
and  its  symbol  of  God’s  care  for  all  of 
creation  and  our  concern  for  the  absence 
of  life-giving  water  for  these  months.” 


Lycoming  College  president 
accepts  Faith  and  Life  chair 

BEREA,  Ohio  (UMR)— The  Rev.  Fred¬ 
erick  E.  Blumer,  president  of  Lycoming 
College  in  Williamsport,  Pa.,  has  been 
named  to  hold  the  Theo  and  Belle  Moll 
chair  in  Faith  and  Life  at  Baldwin-Wal- 
lace  College. 

The  Moll  chair  will  focus  on  religious 
studies,  developing  programs  for  clergy 
and  laity,  and  strengthening  the  college’s 
long  standing  relationship  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 


New  UM  church 
unites  members 
of  many  tribes 

Imagine  being  part  of  a  United 
Methodist  congregation  whose  mem¬ 
bers  speak  30  languages. 

That’s  the  nature  of  the  new  All 
Tribes  Fellowship  of  Greater  Kansas 
City,  Kan. 

The  Native  American  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregation,  formerly  an  interde¬ 
nominational  Christian  fellowship,  was 
chartered  March  19  with  45  members. 

At  least  five  of  the  congregation’s 
30  languages,  plus  English,  were  spo¬ 
ken  during  the  chartering  service, 
said  Cynthia  Kent,  a  Ute  Indian  who 
heads  the  Native  American  program 
of  the  church’s  mission  board. 

Native  American  tribes  and  nations 
represented  in  the  fellowship  include 
Choctaw,  Kiowa,  Osage,  Shawnee, 
Cherokee,  Potawatamie  and  Dakota. 

All  Tribes  Fellowship  is  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  United  Methodist  efforts  to 
serve  Native  Americans  in  urban  ar¬ 
eas,  Ms.  Kent  told  the  Reporter. 

The  new  church  receives  support 
from  both  the  Kansas  East  and  Mis¬ 
souri  West  annual  conferences. 

The  Rev.  Patrick  Freeman,  a  Mus- 
cogee-Creek  Indian,  is  the  pastor. 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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Itinerancy  for  the 


Sake  of  Mission! 


By  the  time  you  receive  this  paper,  the  appointive  process  for  this  Confer¬ 
ence  year  will  be  all  but  complete.  I  want  to  express  appreciation  to  a 
hardworking  Cabinet,  to  patient  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committees,  and  to 
committed  pastors,  all  of  whom  realize  that  the  process  does  not  always 
conclude  with  our  hopes  and  choices  being  affirmed! 

The  itinerancy  (pastors  covenanting  together  to  be  appointed  by  the  Bishop 
and  Cabinet)  is  undergoing  tremendous  pressure  because  of  the  times 
in  which  we  live.  The  needs  of  clergy  and  clergy  families,  and  the  church’s 
demands  (rightfully  so)  for  competent  pastors  with  healthy  personalities  and 
strong  character  are  being  lifted  up  with  great  force. 

It  is  not  really  soothing  to  know  that  other  denominations  are  having 
similar  struggles  in  the  care  and  placement  of  pastors.  But  it  does  help  us 
realize  that  the  issues  are  larger  than  we  might  think. 

According  to  a  recent  article  in  the  Baptist  Press  that  was  quoted  in  the 
International  Christian  Digest,  every  month  116  Southern  Baptist  pastors  face 
involuntary  termination,  a  31  percent  increase  over  1984.  According  to  their 
figures,  more  than  2,100  pastors  were  fired  in  the  last  18  months. 

The  top  reason  listed  for  forced  terminations  was  a  lack  of  communication 
between  the  pastor  and  church  leaders  (13.4  percent).  Immorality  of  some  sort 
was  the  cause  in  12.9  percent  of  the  churches.  Other  reasons  included  perfor¬ 
mance  dissatisfaction  (12.4  percent);  authoritarian  leadership  style  (11.4  pei 
cent);  power  struggles  (10.9  percent);  and  personality  conflicts  (9.9  percent). 

The  highest  number  of  terminations  was  reported  by  churches  with  fewer 
than  300  members.  Forty  percent  of  the  churches  had  dismissed  more  than 
one  pastor,  and  almost  25  percent  of  the  pastors  had  suffered  a  previous 
termination. 

Itinerancy  is  the  method  through  which  the  United  Methodist  Church 
deploys  its  clergy  in  order  to  provide  local  churches  effective  pastoral  leader¬ 
ship  by  matching  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  pastors  with  the  needs  of  the 
congregations.  While  this  system  has  weaknesses  and  is  subject  to  abuse,  it 
still  has  many  advantages  over  the  “call”  system.  Let  us  pray  that  this 
process  will  be  a  nurturing  one  for  both  clergy  and  congregations  in  our  own 
Conference. 

Oe^ 


United  Methodist  Foundation 


Welcomes  Philip 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  wel¬ 
comes  Philip  W.  Preis,  an  attorney  with 
the  law  firm  of  Preis  and  Crawford,  as 
its  new  legal  counsel.  Preis,  who  is  a 
Board  Certified  Tax  Attorney  and  is  ad¬ 
mitted  to  practice  in  the  states  of  Louisi- 
ana  and  Texas,  has  volunteered  his 
services  to  the  Foundation. 

He  received  his  J.  D.  and  Master’s  in 
Taxation  from  Georgetown  University 
Law  Center  in  1975  and  1976  and  serves 
as  an  Adjunct  Professor  of  Law  with  the 
Paul  M.  Hebert  Law  Center  of  Louisiana 
State  University. 

Preis  is  a  member  of  First  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  and  will  give  counsel  to  the 
Foundation  in  such  matters  as  estate 
planning,  ways  of  giving,  and  gift  annu¬ 
ities.  A  spokesperson  for  the  Foundation 
said  that  “the  Foundation  is  indeed  fortu¬ 
nate  to  be  able  to  call  on  Mr.  Preis’ 
knowledge  and  expertise  in  all  matters 
of  charitable  giving.” 

In  a  future  issue,  United  Methodists 
will  hear  more  from  Preis  when  he  ex¬ 
plains  “Ten  Ways  of  Giving.” 


W.  Preis 


Philip  W.  Preis 


Merit  Scholarships  to  be  Presented 
During  Annual  Conference 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  will  pres¬ 
ent  two  merit  scholarships  during  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  which  will  take  place  June 
5-8, 1989.  Both  scholarships  awarded  will 
be  in  the  amount  of  $700  each. 

Scholarships  are  awarded  to  United 
Methodist”  by  the  University  Senate.  It  is 
not,  however,  required  that  the  institution 
be  within  the  bounds  of  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  from  which  the  award  originates. 

Awards  are  for  “merit,”  but  it  is  stated 
that  “merit”  can  be  determined  in  terms 
of  academic  scholarship,  church  involve¬ 
ment,  financial  need,  special  vocational 
preparation  for  ministry  or  other  service, 
or  a  combination  of  these  factors  as  may 
be  determined  by  the  Board. 

Applicants  for  Merit  Scholarships  shall 
be  nominated  by  a  local  church 
(pastor  and/or  chairperson  of  higher 


education  and  ministry).  Nominations 
are  to  be  sent  to  the  scholarship  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  on  the  official 
form.  Included  with  the  nomination 
should  be  a  statement  from  the  sponsor¬ 
ing  church  describing  the  student’s  in¬ 
volvement  in  church,  school,  community, 
or  other  organizations,  in  addition  to  why 
the  nominee  merits  this  special  recogni¬ 
tion.  Also  included  should  be  a  brief  es¬ 
say  from  the  student  outlining  career 
goals  as  the  student  presently  perceives 
them,  and  a  current  GPA. 

The  deadline  for  receiving  nomina¬ 
tions  is  May  15,  1989.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  nominations  and 
receiving  official  nomination  forms,  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  St.  Luke’s  UMC. 
3791  Aletha  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70814  or  Rev.  Larry  Miller,  Grace  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  1241,  Ruston,  LA  71273-1241. 


Of  Special  Interest  on  the  Inside  Pages 


Letters:  We  need  to  clarify 

our  abortion  stance . Page  2 

Civil-rights  struggle  has  shifted 

“sides  of  counter” . Page  3 

Should  $100  million  fund  be  limited 
to  UM  schools? . Page  4 


On  the  UMR  Beat:  A  wish  for 

every  United  Methodist . Page  3 

Exxon  should  pay  for  cleanup  in 

Alaska,  agency  says . Page  3 

Network  aids  congregations  that 
help  mentally  ill  people . Page  3 


At  Recent  Meeting 


Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Endorses  Tax  Reform; 
Urges  United  Methodists  to  Vote  April  29 


The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
met  April  3  under  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
J.  Philip  Woodland.  Present  for  the 
meeting  was  Bishop  William  Oden  who 
had  just  returned  from  a  breakfast  for 
State  religious  leaders  hosted  by  Gover¬ 
nor  Buddy  Roemer  at  which  time  the 
governor  outlined  the  fiscal  reform  propo¬ 
sal  to  be  put  before  voters  April  29. 

Speaking  to  the  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee  was  Bill  Black,  Senior  Econ¬ 
omist  with  the  Legislative  Fiscal  Office. 

Black  began  his  talk  with  a  humorous 
poem  written  regarding  Louisiana’s 
troubling  economy  and  confusing  budget. 


“Basically,  this  sums  it  up,”  said  Black 
when  referring  to  the  poem.  “Great  con¬ 
fusion  with  no  perfect  answers,”  he  added. 

According  to  Black,  the  state  spends 
approximately  eight  billion  dollars  a 
year;  one  half  comes  from  state  taxes,  or 
other  general  revenues  which  are  gener¬ 
ated  through  means  that  do  not  relate 
specifically  to  a  service  being  provided. 
Three  hundred  and  fifty  to  400  million 
dollars  is  generated  through  services 
rendered  to  individuals  or  organizations. 
Approximately  two  billion  is  collected 
from  the  federal  government,  and  the  re- 
mainder  comes  from  a  variety  of 
sources.  "So,  it  is  a  complex  situation  to 


Bill  Black,  Senior  Economist  with  the  Legislative  Fiscal  Office,  spoke  to  the  Leg¬ 
islative  Liaison  Committee  regarding  Tax 


deal  with  the  budget,”  said  Black. 

“Of  course,  the  big  issue  that  faces  us 
today  is  what  will  happen  next  year  with 
or  without  tax  reform?”  Black  then  stated 
in  what  he  said  were  simple  terms  as  to 
how  the  state  got  in  the  situation  it  is 
currently  in. 

"State  government  is  like  anyone  else; 
it’s  subject  to  inflationary  pressures,” 
said  Black.  He  said  prices  go  up  and 
down.  Black  said  as  we  go  through  life, 
we  acquire  new  spending  needs.  This 
then  becomes  a  part  of  our  budget.  He 
said  that  state  government  has  coined 
the  phrase  “standstill  budget.”  This 
means  "what  will  it  cost  us  next  year  to 
continue  today’s  lifestyle?”  He  said  that 
a  “standstill  budget”  is  a  moving  target 
which  climbs  higher  and  higher  year  to 
year. 

Black  explained  that  the  state  has 
been  mandated  to  properly  fund  Louisi¬ 
ana’s  major  retirement  systems  which 
include:  State  Employee’s  Retirement 
System;  State  School  Teacher’s  Retire¬ 
ment  System;  State  School  Employee's 
Retirement  System;  and  the  State  Police 
Retirement  System.  The  cost  to  fund 
these  groups  should  cost  approximately 
$100  million  for  the  first  year.  Black  said 
that  the  governor  has  also  made  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  provide  a  substantial  pay  in¬ 
crease  for  teachers  as  well  as  staff.  This 
total  is  approximately  $175  million  and 
includes  the  public  schools.  "That’s  $275 
million  in  additional  costs;  that  makes 
$4.5  billion  that  the  state  needs.”  said 
Black.  “We  don’t  have  that  much  mon¬ 
ey,”  he  added.  Black  said  that  the  next 
step  is  to  start  looking  at  what  we  can  do 
without.  He  said  that  the  executive 
branch  has  trimmed  about  $140  million 
from  the  "standstill  budget.” 

-  Black  said  that  the  governor  wants  an 


additional  $39  million  total  for  spending. 
This  money  would  go  to  the  Department 
of  Environmental  Quality,  higher  educa¬ 
tion,  economic  development,  and  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Health  and  Hospitals  and 
Social  Services. 

"After  funding  the  mandated  cost,  af¬ 
ter  sacrifices,  and  after  funding  the  gov¬ 
ernor’s  added  mandates,  we’re  looking  at 
a  $4.4  billion  budget,”  said  Black. 

“Tax  Reform  will  still  require  cuts,” 
said  Black,  “but  it  will  be  a  bigger  prob¬ 
lem  without  it.”  Black  said  that  the  bud¬ 
get  will  still  be  4  or  5%  out  of  balance 
even  with  Tax  Reform. 

"I  cannot  answer  definitely  if  it  is  the 
best  tax  plan  or  not,”  said  Black.  He  con¬ 
tinued,  “It  certainly  makes  some  sig¬ 
nificant  changes  from  the  way  we’ve 
operated  in  the  past.  Whether  they  will 
achieve  all  the  governor  hopes  for,  I 
don’t  know,”  said  Black.  “They  do  repre¬ 
sent  a  change;  they  do  represent  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  bring  some  degree  of  real 
change  to  the  budgeting  process  —  how 
we  choose  our  priorities  and  how  we 
fund  them,”  said  Black. 

Upon  completion  of  Black’s  talk,  the 
committee  took  action  to  urge  local  con¬ 
gregations  to  be  informed  about  Gover¬ 
nor  Roemer’s  tax  proposal.  Some 
congregations  have  already  set  up  fo¬ 
rums  for  sharing  information  about  the 
tax  reform  package.  In  addition,  the 
committee  stressed  the  importance  to 
urge  all  United  Methodists  to  vote  in  the 
April  29  election.  It  was  stated  that  al¬ 
though  not  all  United  Methodists  will  be 
of  one  mind  on  the  proposal,  we  all  need 
to  exercise  this  privilege  of  sharing  in 
these  crucial  decisions  which  effect  our 
state.  The  committee  expressed  its  en¬ 
dorsement  of  the  proposal  regarding  tax 
reform. 


Sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 

Focus  ’ 89  Set  for  July  31  -August  4 


FOCUS  ’89,  a  National  Conference  on 
Ministries  with  Children,  will  be  held 
July  31  through  August  4,  1989,  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee.  Sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  FOCUS  ’89  gives 
workers  with  children  an  opportunity  to 
gain  new  skills,  to  learn  about  the  vari¬ 
ety  of  ministries  with  children  across  the 
United  States,  and  to  inspire  one  another 
to  deeper  commitment. 

Fred  Rogers,  star  of  the  television 
show  “Mr.  Rogers’  Neighborhood"  and  a 
well-known  authority  and  proponent  of 


fostering  self-esteem  in  young  children, 
is  a  featured  speaker.  Others  scheduled 
to  appear  include  Tipper  Gore,  wife  of 
Tennessee  Senator  A1  Gore  and  author  of 
Raising  PG  Kids  in  an  X-Rated  Society, 
and  Dr.  Marian  Wright  Edelman,  presi¬ 
dent  of  The  Children’s  Defense  Fund  and 
author  of  Families  in  Peril:  An  Agenda 
for  Social  Change. 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Leontine  Kelly  will  be  the  worship  preach¬ 
er;  Mary  Lu  Walker,  a  singer  and  song¬ 
writer  from  Corning,  New  York,  will 
lead  group  music;  and  Carol  Cotton- 


Winn,  pastor  of  Aldersgate  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Slidell,  Louisiana,  will  be 
featured  as  the  Bible  study  and  prayer 
and  praise  leader. 

Over  125  workshops  will  be  offered  for 
parents,  teachers,  pastors,  educators, 
musicians,  child-care  workers,  and  oth¬ 
ers.  Offerings  include  help  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  areas:  (1)  "Children’s  Growth  and 
Development  in  Faith”;  (2)  “Child  Advo¬ 
cacy  and  Community  Relationships”;  (3) 
"Children  in  Families”;  (4)  “Skills  and 
Techniques  for  Teaching  Children";  and 
(5)  “Administration  of  Children’s  Minis¬ 
tries.”  Child  care  for  infants  through 


preschoolers  will  be  available,  and  a  spe¬ 
cial  program  will  be  offered  for  elemen¬ 
tary  children. 

All  events  take  place  at  the  Stouffer 
Hotel  and  Nashville  Convention  Center, 
611  Commerce  Street,  Nashville,  TN 
37203-3707;  615-255-8400.  A  registration 
fee  of  $175  includes  a  banquet  meal  and 
three  lunches.  For  more  information, 
contact:  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  P.O.,  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202- 
0840;  telephone:  615-340-7140,  or  Larry 
Lewis  at  the  Conference  Office,  504-346- 
1646. 


Bethany  UM  Men  "s  Club 
Holds  Essay  Con  test 


The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Bethany 
UMC  in  New  Orleans  sponsored  an  essay 
contest.  This  idea  was  envisioned  and  co¬ 
ordinated  by  Leroy  Crump  and  involved 
the  male  members  of  the  Senior  High/ 
Career/College  Sunday  School  Class. 

Eight  young  men  participated  in  this 
essay  contest  and  wrote  essays  on  the 
topic  “What  Can  I  Do  As  A  Male  Youth 
In  The  United  Methodist  Church?”  The 
essays  were  written  during  a  Sunday 
School  class  period  and  were  supervised 
and  coordinated  by  Attorney  Geraldyn 
Caliste,  teacher. 

The  essays  were  judged  by  a  panel  of 
three  persons  from  Mount  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  judges  were:  Mr. 
Wadsworth  Davis,  Miss  J.  Vernita  Book¬ 
er  and  Miss  Urselle  Lunnon. 

The  winning  essay  was  written  by 
John  Williams  who  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Inez 


Williams,  Church  School  Superintendent. 
The  second  place  winner  was  Derrick 
Payton  and  the  third  place  winner  was 
Darrin  Young. 

The  first  place  winner  of  the  Essay 
Contest,  John  Williams,  will  receive  an 
all-expense  paid  trip  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Club  of  Bethany  to  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men’s  Congress  ’89  at 
Purdue  University  in  Lafayette,  Indiana 
July  13-17, 1989. 

The  winning  essays  were  read  at  the 
Breakfast  Meeting  of  Bethany’s  United 
Methodist  Men  which  was  held  recently. 
The  other  male  youth  participants  were: 
Christopher  Carroll,  Andrew  Demas, 
Caswell  Jones  Jr.,  Cedric  Kendrick  and 
Corey  Lewis. 

Mr.  Eugene  Green  Jr.  is  President  of 
the  United  Methodist  Men  and  Rev. 
Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  Pastor. 


Shown  pictured  are  1.  to  r.,  Leroy  Crump,  Essay  Contest  Chairman;  Rev.  Alonzo  J. 
Campbell,  Pastor,  Sunday  School  teacher,  Attorney  Geraldyn  Caliste;  John  Wil¬ 
liams,  Essay  Contest  Winner;  and  Eugene  Green  Jr.,  President  of  Bethany’s  UM 
Men. 


Caney  Conference  Centre  Holds  Open  Hours 


The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Caney  Con¬ 
ference  Centre  invite  the  Shreveport, 
Ruston,  Monroe  and  Alexandria  Districts 
to  an  open  house  at  Caney  on  Saturday, 
May  13  beginning  at  10  a.m.  The  Trust¬ 
ees  will  conduct  tours  of  the  camp  noting 
the  many  improvements  in  ground  and 


facilities. 

Visitors  will  also  be  treated  to  a  video 
preview  highlighting  summer  camps. 
Camp  registration  forms  will  be  avail¬ 
able.  At  noon  Barbecue  chicken  dinners 
will  be  served.  The  cost  is  $3  for  adults 
and  $2.25  for  children  under  12. 


Notice 

A  meeting  for  all  local  pastors  and  associate  members  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  take  place  Saturday,  April  29  at  2:30  p.m.  Guest  speaker  for 
the  event  will  be  Bishop  William  B.  Oden.  For  further  information  contact 
Rev.  Jay  Daigle,  (504  )  622-1695  or  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  (318  )  738-5519. 


Remember 

"REACHING  FOR  THE  BABY  BOOMERS”  WORKSHOP 
Saturday,  April  29 
9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe 
Contact:  Larry  Lewis  at  the  Conference  Office  for  registration,  (504)  346-1646. 


In  Memoriam 

Laura  B.  Holliday,  wife  of  former  Louisiana  Conference  Minister  the  late 
John  W.  Holliday,  died  April  3,  1989.  Funeral  services  were  held  April  4  at 
Payne’s  Chapel  UMC  in  Ripley,  Mississippi.  Mrs.  Holliday,  who  was  89  at  the 
time  of  her  death,  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Yvonne  Holliday  Mauney  of 
Ripley. 


Miss  Shiela  Elizabeth  Nuttall  died  at  Schumpert  Hospital  on  Saturday, 
April  8.  A  memorial  service  was  held  at  Live  Oak  Retirement  Center  at  10:30 
a.m.  Tuesday,  April  11.  Miss  Nuttall  was  consecrated  a  Methodist  Deaconess 
and  served  as  director  of  Christian  Education  in  many  areas  throughout  the 
United  States.  She  retired  after  41  years  of  service. 
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You  shall  not  tell  lies  —  period 


The  heights— or  depths— of  public 
moral  muddling  appear  to  be  boundless. 

Witness  a  recent  "Washington  Post” 
report  on  the  trial  of  former  White 
House  aide  Oliver  North. 

According  to  the  "Post,”  Mr.  North 
doesn't  deny  lying  to  Congress  about  his 
involvement  in  an  allegedly  illegal  deal 
to  supply  arms  to  Nicaraguan  contras. 

He  testified:  "I  was  put  in  a  situation 
where— having  been  raised  to  know  what 
the  Ten  Commandments  were— I  knew 
that  it  would  be  wrong  to  [lie  to  Con¬ 
gress)  but  not  that  it  would  be  unlawful.” 

Translation:  Lying  is  considered  "less 
wrong"  if  it  doesn’t  violate  human  law. 

The  Ninth  Commandment  is:  “You 
shall  not  bear  false  witness.”  Its  mean¬ 
ing  is  unambiguous  and  unqualified.  You 
shall  not. 

It’s  a  sad  commentary  on  the  moral 
chaos  of  our  times  that  disobeying  hu¬ 
man  laws  would  be  considered  more  se¬ 
rious  than  disobeying  the  laws  of  God. 

Lest  we’re  tempted  to  single  out  Mr. 
North  for  unduly  harsh  judgment,  his  ex¬ 
ample  has  numerous  sobering  lessons  not 
only  for  public  servants  but  for  all  of  us: 

■  Knowing  what’s  right  means  little  if 
unaccompanied  by  efforts  to  do  what’s 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


right.  How  many  of  us  have  tried,  like 
Mr.  North,  to  let  ourselves  off  the  hook 
by  minimizing  a  moral  failing  with  the 
excuse,  "I  really  know  better”?  Jesus,  on 
the  other  hand,  stressed  keeping  God’s 
commandments,  not  merely  learning 
them. 

■  Exposure  to  scriptural  teachings 
doesn’t  guarantee  moral  integrity.  It’s 
very  difficult  to  lead  a  consistently  obe¬ 
dient  life.  Doing  so  requires  a  firm  will; 
large,  regular  doses  of  prayer  (both  by  us 
and  for  us);  and  active  involvement  in  a 
community  of  faith. 

■  Lying  is  not  a  trivial  sin.  Trivializ¬ 
ing  occurs  when  we  tell  a  lie  as  a  means  to 
an  end,  even  a  desirable  end  Even  if  one 
"gets  away  with  it"  for  a  time,  lying  weak¬ 
ens  the  basis  of  trust  in  which  healthy  hu¬ 
man  relationships  are  rooted.  More 
important,  it  undermines  our  most  impor¬ 
tant  relationship— with  God. 

■  Moral  living  is  rooted  in  a  proper 
sense  of  priorities.  For  tis  who  believe  in 
God  as  revealed  in  the  Old  and  New  Tes¬ 
taments,  such  living  begins  with  a  basic 
intention  that  "Thy  will  be  done.”  That 
includes  keeping  all  of  God’s  command¬ 
ments.  Putting  anything  else  first  per¬ 
verts  other  parts  of  our  life. 


Here  I  Stand 

Let’s  observe  National  Day  of  Prayer! 


By  HOWARD  C.  NEEFE 

Do  you  and  your  congregation  plan  to 
participate  in  the  National  Day  of 
Prayer  May  4? 

All  members  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  should  not  only  support  the  ob¬ 
servance  but  should  also  lead  other  con¬ 
cerned  people  to  join  in  it. 

In  late  1988,  by  legislative  action,  the 
first  Thursday  in  May  was  designated 
the  National  Day  of  Prayer. 

Also  in  1988,  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  adopted  by  more 
than  a  90  percent  margin  my  petition  to 
participate  annually  in  the  observance  of 
the  National  Day  of  Prayer. 

Interest  has  grown  dramatically 

Interest  has  grown  dramatically  in 
this  call  to  affirm  our  fundamental  free¬ 
dom  to  pray.  The  persistent  efforts  of  the 
National  Day  of  Prayer  Task  Force  of 
the  National  Prayer  Committee,  an  inde¬ 
pendent,  non-governmental  group,  are 
largely  the  reason. 

That  group  is  urging  that  the  National 
Day  of  Prayer  be  observed  as  a  time 
when  Americans  may: 

/  Acknowledge  our  dependence  upon 
God. 


Will  you  participate  in  National  Day  of  Prayer? 

/  Give  thanks  for  the  many  blessings 
our  country  has  received  from  Him 
through  the  years. 

/  Recognize  the  need  for  renewal  of 


We  need  to  clarify  our  abortion  stance 


To  the  Editor: 

Paul  Stallsworth’s  March  24  column 
headlined,  "Social-action  agency  must 
clarify  abortion  stand,”  apparently  inter¬ 
prets  the  phrase  from  the  1988  Book  of 
Discipline— "We  cannot  affirm  abortion 
as  an  acceptable  means  of  birth  con¬ 
trol”— to  mean  that  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  officially  rejects  virtually  all 
abortions.  That's  because  the  purpose  of 
any  abortion  is  to  terminate  pregnancy 
and  therefore  to  prevent  birth. 

To  me  the  statement  means  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  strongly  disap¬ 
proves  of  couples  flagrantly  ignoring  ap¬ 
propriate  precautions  when  entering  into 
sex  intercourse  and  at  the  same  time  tac¬ 
itly  agreeing  that  if  pregnancy  results,  it 
will  be  terminated  by  an  abortion. 

It  is  also  my  opinion  that  the  approval 
of  this  paragraph  by  the  1988  General 
,  Conference  in  no  way  changes  the  op¬ 
tions  of  a  woman  (or  girl)  with  an  un¬ 
wanted  pregnancy  unless  she  planned  to 
use  abortion  for  sex  selection. 

Since  there  appears  to  be  a  clear  dis¬ 
agreement  about  the  meaning  of  this 
.  paragraph,  perhaps  the  matter  should  be 
referred  to  the  Judicial  Council  for  inter- 
_  pretation.  Then  the  1992  General  Confer- 
,  ence  should  review  the  matter  and  more 
clearly  state  its  intent. 

Mr.  Stallsworth  is  correct  in  stating 
.  that  only  the  General  Conference  speaks 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church.  But 
since  this  paragraph  covers  an  area  that 
should  be  implemented  by  the  General 
.  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  what  other 
agency  is  better  qualified  to  interpret 
this  paragraph  until  an  official  interpre¬ 
tation  is  available? 

Paul  C.  Cox 

Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico 

Excellent  statement  made 

To  the  Editor: 

Paul  Stallsworth  gave  an  excellent 
statement  on  the  revision  of  our  church’s 
stand  on  the  abortion  issue  (see  UMR, 
March  24). 

Until  now  I  have  been  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  over  the  untenable  position  of  our 
church  as  it  was  stated  in  the  1984  Book 
.  of  Discipline. 

We  recognize  there  are  emergencies 
where  abortion  under  a  physician’s  di¬ 
rection  may  be  the  lesser  of  two  evils. 
But  abortion  "on  demand”  to  dispose  of 
an  unwanted  child  is  unworthy  of  a  fol¬ 
lower  of  Christ. 


qKK  Pontius'  Puddle 


REPOf 


m;i 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III;  Richard  Stark,  Executive 
Assistant;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Bailey,  Circulation  Director; 
Richard  Beaty,  Comptroller;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  Kay  Fielder, 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Cynthia 
Astle,  Douglas  Cannon,  Glen  Larum, 
Denise  Stovall,  Stephen  Swecker,  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editors;  Production:  Sharon  Fo¬ 
ley,  Composition  Manager;  Jean  Prall, 
Journals  Manager;  Cecil  Copeland, 
Data  Processing  &  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Importer  (USPSS54500), 
owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texns 
and  New  Mexico.  Is  published  weekly  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W. 
Commerce  St.,  Dallas.  Texas  75212,  as  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  142-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Method 
1st  newspaper  The  Reporter  maintains  no  official 
ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference 
or  any  of  the  denomination's  g eneral  boards  or 
agencies.  The  Reporter  does  produce  offlcal  pub¬ 
lications  for  38  annual  conferences  that  publish 
special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
Information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  di¬ 
versity  of  United  Methodism  Editorial  opinions 
are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  the 
conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  represent 
the  views  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed 
letters  and  oplnioa  articles  reflect  the  views  of 
the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before  accep¬ 
tance  but  are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)  630-0495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Individual  subscriptions:  118  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition,  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  upon  request 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas,  Texas 

.POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  680275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


SOMDAV  MORNlMGr 
I'D  LIKE.  YOU  TO  AOOONVPAhiy 
NVETO  THET  PLACET  WHERE 
tA EK8ERS  OF  00K  SOCIETY  FLOCK 
TO  PAY  HOMAGE- TO  THE  VALUES 
THAT  GrlVE. 

THE\tt  LIVES  4  O" 

MEAbMG  AND 


our  moral  values. 

/  Intercede  for  the  healing  of  our  na¬ 
tion  and  for  the  guidance  of  our  govern¬ 
mental  leaders. 

The  Task  Force  urges  that  at  noon  on 
the  National  Day  of  Prayer,  we  join  in 
calling  all  Americans  to  "Take  5  at  noon.” 

At  that  time,  chimes  and  church  bells 
would  be  rung  for  five  minutes  in  every 
community.  People  would  join  in  at  least 
five  minutes  of  unified  prayer  for  our  na¬ 
tion,  its  leaders  and  its  individual  citizens. 

Ringing  the  church  bells 

For  the  past  four  years  my  community 
has  observed  the  day  ecumenically  by 
ringing  the  church  bells  and  having  church 
doors  open  to  allow  interested  people  ac¬ 
cess  for  special  prayers. 

Churches  also  used  their  bulletin 
boards  to  promote  the  National  Day  of 
Prayer.  Bulletins  contained  specific 


prayer  suggestions  for  each  day  through¬ 
out  the  week. 

Among  the  suggestions: 

■  Sunday:  Pray  for  a  moral  and  spiri¬ 
tual  awakening  in  the  entire  country,  ac¬ 
knowledging  God’s  mercy  and 
forgiveness  (2  Chronicles  7:14), 

■  Monday:  Pray  for  leaders  of  our 
country  by  name  so  they  might  have  wis¬ 
dom,  guidance,  protection  and  aware¬ 
ness  of  God’s  presence  in  mind  and 
heart,  and  they  might  practice  integrity 
(1  Timothy  2:1-6;  1  Samuel  12:14). 

■  Tuesday:  Pray  for  leaders  of  your 
state,  country,  city  and  township  by 
name  (Psalms  127:1;  Romans  13:1-5). 

■  Wednesday:  Pray  for  those  undergo¬ 
ing  persecution,  imprisonment,  privation 
and  those  who  are  victims  of  drugs,  por¬ 
nography,  child  abuse,  corporate  take¬ 
overs  (Psalms  91:14-16). 

■  Thursday:  Pray  for  the  church  and 
for  church  related  organizations  (John 
17:11;  Acts  4:29;  1  Timothy  2:4). 

■  Friday:  Pray  for  greater  Christian  im¬ 
pact  in  mass  and  entertainment  media,  in 
cultural  and  in  social  services. 

■  Saturday:  Pray  for  one  another  to  be 
channels  of  God’s  love  and  for  Pentecost 
Sunday  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  world 
evangelization. 

Those  who  wish  more  information  can 
write  the  National  Day  of  Prayer  Com¬ 
mittee,  P.O.  Box  6826,  San  Bernardino, 
Calif.  92412. 

"Here  /  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  the  issues 
facing  the  church.  Howard  C.  Neefe  is  a 
member  of  Mount  Tabor  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  East  Canton,  Ohio  ( East  Ohio 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  page  maximum  length)  to  ” Here 
I  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


My  Witness 


This  view  should  never  be  interpreted 
as  a  denial  of  women’s  rights,  though 
these  may  often  be  affected. 

Why  should  Christians  need  to  be  re¬ 
minded  of  the  basic  rights  of  the  unborn 
child?  / 

Allan  T.  Dodge  / 
Palmetto,  Florida 

Article  was  heartening 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  been  a  "pro-life"  United  Meth¬ 
odist  when  such  a  stance  was  out  of  favor 
in  our  denomination,  I  was  pleased  at  the 
action  of  the  1988  General  Conference.  It 
improved  the  moral  teaching  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  regarding  abortion. 

I  was  again  heartened  upon  reading 
the  "Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Paul  T. 
Stallsworth  in  the  March  24  issue.  He 
gave  renewed  hope  for  the  future  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  children  threatened  by  brutal  de¬ 
struction  while  in  the  womb. 

I  look  forward  to  the  implementation 
of  Mr  Stallsworth’s  recommendation 
that  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
clergy  preach,  teach  and  counsel  against 
abortions  done  for  such  purposes  as  birth 
control  and  sex  selection. 

Margaret  L.  Eddy 
Great  Falls,  Montana 

Thanks  for  editorial 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  editorial  regarding 
the  Jesus  Seminar  (see  UMR,  March  31). 
I  had  followed  its  ‘news  items”  with  in¬ 
credulity. 

I  have  several  questions  that,  if  I  could 
be  present  at  one  of  their  worthy  meet¬ 
ings,  I  would  ask,  such  as:  What  century 
are  you  guys  from? 

Did  you  really  believe  you  were  speak¬ 
ing  something  of  theological  or  ethical 
relevance  to  the  public? 

Have  you  banded  together  as  a  "sanhe¬ 
drin"  over  the  threat  of  the  eschatologi¬ 
cal  boogieman  or  because  you  feel  it’s 
safe  now  to  speak  out  against  something 
hardly  anybody  believes  anyway? 

Mark’s  Gospel  poses  the  question: 
"Can  you  see  the  kingdom  of  God?” 

In  a  thrice-repeated  scenario  on  the 
way  to  Jerusalem,  Jesus  declared  his  in¬ 
tentional  confrontation  with  the  authori¬ 
ties  and  his  resultant  suffering. 

In  that  context  he  also  declared  a  nec¬ 
essary  solidarity  between  disciple  and 
Lord.  The  contemporary  "sanhedrin”  re¬ 
jected  that  solidarity. 

Mark's  eschatology  is  at  least  a  power¬ 
ful  symbol  for  those  of  us  who  have  cho¬ 
sen  to  live  and  work  in  the 
commonplace.  I  think  those  who  stand 
among  the  poor,  forgotten  and  illiterate 
are  most  likely  “to  see  the  kingdom  of 
God  that  is  already  coming  in  power." 

George  R.  Martzen 
Dinuba,  California 

Authenticity  is  important 

To  the  Editor: 

While  I  agree  with  some  of  your  criti¬ 
cism  of  the  Jesus  Seminar,  your  fourth 
criticism  against  deciding  which  are  the 
authentic  words  of  Jesus  strikes  me  as 
bizarre  (see  UMR,  March  31). 

Serious  Christian  Bible  study  must 
make  a  distinction  between  what  is  au¬ 
thentic  and  what  is  not.  Why?  Because 
we  believe  Jesus  was  the  unique  revela¬ 
tion  of  God.  His  words  are  infallible. 

But  the  words  of  the  writers  of  the  gos¬ 
pels  are  not  in  that  class.  Being  human, 
such  people  could  (as  Peter  repeatedly  did) 
misunderstand  what  Jesus  had  in  mind. 

Thus,  the  words  they  put  in  Jesus' 
mouth  may  be  far  less  than  God  intended 
for  us.  If  Jesus  is  the  unique  revelation 
of  God,  his  authentic  words  are  a  higher 


level  of  revelation  than  something  that  is 
not  his  "actual,  literal  words.” 

You  say  such  words,  "If  not  His  actual 
words,  they  are  consistent  with  Jesus’ 
life  and  teachings  as  a  whole.”  How  do 
you  know? 

Such  a  judgment  is  valid  only  if  we  do 
what  you  call  unnecessary:  Seek  to  dis¬ 
cover  which  words  are  authentic.  Your 
approach  throws  out  the  evidence  while 
offering  a  verdict. 

Christians  ought  to  seek  more  knowl¬ 
edge  about  Jesus.  That  means  working  to 
find  out  as  much  as  possible  about  his  ac¬ 
tual  words  and  life.  Your  editorial  sug¬ 
gests  that  is  futile.  I  think  you  are  wrong. 

Dave  McConnell 
Lewistown,  Montana 

What  Thorns  in  the  flesh’! 

To  the  Editor: 

Paul  said  he  was  given  a  thorn  in  the 
flesh  because  of  his  abundance  of  revela¬ 
tions.  That  was  given  to  keep  Paul  from 
becoming  exalted  above  measure  (2  Co¬ 
rinthians  12:7). 

Will  you  please  tell  me  about  the  thorn 
in  the  flesh  that  surely  the  “scholars"  on 
the  Jesus  Seminar  must  have  (see  UMR, 
March  31)! 

These  people  who  voted  for  such  a  dis¬ 
ruptive  conclusion  that  Jesus  did  not  pre¬ 
dict  the  end  of  the  world  or  that  he  would 
come  to  Earth  again  are  neither  biblical 
nor  scholars. 

Stanley  R.  Kennedy 
Pasadena,  Texas 

Noting  errors  can  help  us 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  as  the  church  suppressed  the 
scholarship  of  Galileo  for  more  than  100 
years  because  it  contradicted  the  conser¬ 
vative  church  position,  our  editors  ques¬ 
tion  the  benefit  of  publishing  conclusions 
by  the  Jesus  Seminar  that  not  all  New 
Testament  sayings  ascribed  to  Jesus  are 
authentic  (see  UMR,  March  31). 

Of  course  there  is  benefit  in  recogniz¬ 
ing  Scriptural  error.  Basic  to  the  Judeo- 
Christian  heritage  is  the  belief  in  one 
God  and  Father  of  all  mankind;  yet  the 
writer  of  John’s  Gospel  quotes  Jesus  as 
having  said,  "...  no  one  comes  to  the 
Father  but  by  me,” 

To  accept  John  14:6  as  an  authentic  say¬ 
ing  of  Jesus  is  to  look  down  our  pious 
"Christian’’  noses  at  90  percent  of  God’s 
humanity  as  "lost”  and  see  them— not  as 
brothers  and  sisters  equal  before  God— 
but  as  objects  for  conversion  to  "our  way.” 


Christianity  will  never  become  a  unit¬ 
ing  force  in  a  world  of  conflict,  until  we 
learn  to  respect  the  rich  heritage  of  oth¬ 
er  faiths  and  to  acknowledge  that  our 
own  beliefs  are  not  error-free. 

Naturally  I  don’t  expect  conservative 
Christians  to  embrace  my  point  of  view, 
but  I  certainly  should  expect  our  Report¬ 
er  editors  to  try  and  represent  the  plu¬ 
ralism  of  United  Methodists  as  described 
in  our  Book  of  Discipline. 

Bill  Rogers 
Greenville,  Texas 

Questions  are  intriguing 

To  the  Editor: 

Stephen  Swecker  raises  an  intriguing 
set  of  questions  in  his  recent  column 
headlined,  "Who  were  you,  Jonathan, 
why  did  you  go?"  (see  UMR,  March  17). 

It’s  possible  the  answers  were  far 
nearer  him  than  he  suspected  as  he  pon¬ 
dered  in  a  garden  at  the  Trappists’  Ab¬ 
bey  of  Gethsemani  in  Kentucky. 

For  it  was  to  that  same  abbey  that 
Thomas  Merton  sought  quiet  from  an  all- 
too-harried  world  of  lust  and  overindul¬ 
gence  around  and  about  New  York  City. 

And  it  was  at  Gethsemani  that  Merton 
(as  a  Trappist  brother  in  the  faith)  found 
his  answer  through  the  written  word.  Go 
back  into  that  world  and  get  involved! 

And  so  he  did!  In  spades!  Merton's  mo¬ 
nastic  journey  was  unique,  as  strangely 
promising  and  at  once  terrifying  as  our 
own  spiritual  quests  for  understanding. 

The  British  (for  whom  we  have  to 
thank  for  such  luminaries  as  J.B.  Phil¬ 
lips,  John  A.T.  Robinson,  et  al.)  have  a 
phrase  for  it:  "The  king  is  dead.  Long 
live  the  King!" 

It  means  that  death  goes  down  hard  on 
our  Christian  souls,  but  life  goes  on.  Such 
is  the  Easter  story  in  all  its  grandeur! 
Easter  should  happen  all  year  around! 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  Mel¬ 
vin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  once  wrote  a  beauti¬ 
ful  book  that  said  Christmas  should  be 
celebrated  all  year  long.  Might  not  we 
expect  no  less  from  our  Easter  traditions 
as  we  move  each  step  closer  to  our  own 
United  Methodist  heritage  celebrations? 
It  should  be  so,  and  it  must  be  so— ever 
so  clearly! 

David  C.  Phillips 
Spring  Valley,  California 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275, 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Being  United  Methodist 
gives  me  ‘wings  to  fly’ 


Nancy  Shaw 


By  NANCY  B.  SHAW 

Since  I’m  a  relatively  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  the  time  I  have  spent  in  this  denomi¬ 
nation  represents  less 
than  8  percent  of  the 
time  I  have  spent  in 
this  world. 

Yet  it  also  repre¬ 
sents  the  most  spiri¬ 
tually  productive 
time  of  my  life. 

I  find  myself  say¬ 
ing,  "You  can’t  possi¬ 
bly  begin  to  appreciate  this 
denomination,"  to  so  many  of  my  friends 
who  have  been  lifetime  United  Method¬ 
ists.  I  want  every  one  of  them  to  under¬ 
stand  my  new-found  enthusiasm  for  this 
church. 

I  am,  and  always  have  been,  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  That  is  my  most  treasured  alle¬ 
giance,  the  one  constant  on  the  flight 
path  that  has  led  me  in  many  directions. 

Rather  than  considering  myself  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Christian,  I  consider  myself 
a  Christian  who  hovered  over,  perched 
tentatively  upon,  then  landed  securely  in 
a  United  Methodist  congregation. 

For  giving  me  time  to  first  hover,  then 
perch  and  finally  land,  I  remain  pro¬ 
foundly  grateful. 

There  was  no  pressure  exerted  upon 
me  to  “decide.”  There  were  no  require¬ 
ments  foisted  upon  me  to  "re-do”  the  rit¬ 
uals  of  my  Christian  affiliation.  My 
statement  that  I  am  a  baptized  believer 
stood  on  its  own  merit. 

I  was  welcomed  unconditionally  into  a 
body  of  Christ  that  stated  openly  that  it 
represented  but  one  part  of  the  totality 
of  Christ’s  body. 

I  was  warmly  invited  to  commune  at  a 
table  that  put  no  denominational  restric¬ 
tions  on  the  communicants  except  their 
own  inward  acknowledgment  of  their 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

My  standing  with  the  Lord  remained 
my  own.  No  committee  was  formed  to 
review  my  credentials.  No  presiding 
body  ruled  on  my  eligibility  for  member¬ 
ship.  I  felt  trusted,  accepted  and  valued. 

Some  have  lists  of  requirements  that 
ominously  overshadow  the  needs  of  a 
prospective  member.  This  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  of  mine  met  me 
where  I  was  at  the  time  as  I  know  Jesus 
would  have. 

Wounded  by  previous  attempts  to 


"qualify"  as  a  member  in  good  standing 
in  another  denomination,  I  was  hovering 
over  this  United  Methodist  church  with 
clipped  wings. 

By  being  welcomed  so  warmly,  I  felt 
the  ointment  of  unconditional  love  work 
its  miracle,  and  my  wounded  wings  be¬ 
ing  healed. 

As  I  was  once  again  able  to  fly  at  full 
speed,  this  church  began  opening  the 
windows  of  opportunity  for  me.  The  feel¬ 
ing  of  being  closed  in,  trapped  in  a  win¬ 
dowless  spiritual  vacuum,  vanished  for 
me  as  I  soared  through  the  fresh  air  of 
freedom  and  opportunity. 

Thank  you,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  for  giving  me  time  to  hover, 
perch  and  land,  Thank  you  for  providing 
me  with  a  place  to  sow  the  seeds  of  my 
spiritual  future. 

I  now  plant  my  feet  firmly  on  ground 
that  allows  flowers  of  every  imaginable 
variety  to  bloom  in  a  glorious  collage  of 
praise  to  the  Christ  who  makes  us  one. 

Yet  in  planting  my  feet  so  firmly,  I  also 
have  your  permission  to  "unplant”  them 
and  to  soar  in  the  spiritual  sonshine  be¬ 
yond  the  confines  of  any  closed  windows. 

Thank  you  most  of  all  for  issuing  me  a 
lifetime  flying  permit! 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Nancy  B.  Shaw  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Hobbs,  N.M. 
(New  Mexico  Annual  Conference). 

Know  your  Bible ? 

Find  the  locution  in  the  Bible — 
hook,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Humble  yourselves  before  the 
Lord,  and  he  will  exalt  you.” 


Book 


Chapter 


A  wish  for  every  United  Methodist 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Ephesians  5:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  23 
Monday:  Psalms  145:1-12 
Tuesday:  Psalms  145:13b-21 
Wednesday:  Acts  14:1-7 
Thursday:  Acts  14:8-18 
Friday:  John  13:31-35 
Saturday:  Revelation  21:1-4 
Sunday:  Revelation  21:5-8 


I  wish  every  United  Methodist  could 
participate  in  an  experience  like  my  re¬ 
cent  visit  to  witness  our  church’s  work  in 
Mozambique,  a  developing  country  in 
southeast  Africa  (see  UMR,  April  7). 

I’ve  had  similar  experiences  several 
times  before  and  on  several  continents 
Rather  than  becoming  "old  hat,”  they  in¬ 
variably  create  positive  feelings  within 
that  renew  and  challenge  my  faith. 

Becoming  immersed  for  a  time  in  a  to¬ 
tally  different  culture  is  both  stimulating 
and  disconcerting.  It  leaves  me  feeling 
off  balance.  But  it  provides  a  perspective 
on  "how  most  of  the  world  lives"  that 
cannot  be  gained  from  books,  television 
or  even  an  afternoon  spent  in  a  poverty- 
ridden  urban  area  in  our  own  country. 

I  find  such  a  culture  shock  necessary 
now  and  then  to  maintain  perspective  on 
what  is  really  basic  and  important  in  life 
and  what  is  peripheral  and  transitory. 

Such  visits  remind  me  of  what  it 


means  to  be  a  Christian  in  the  tradition 
of  John  Wesley.  They  make  me  feel 
proud  to  be  a  United 
Methodist. 

In  this  country,  we 
have  a  tendency  to 
segment  our  under¬ 
standing  of  ministry. 

That  often  results  in 
our  trying  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  souls  without 
bodies  or  to  bodies  as  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
though  they  have  no  souls. 

My  experiences  with  our  church's 
presence  in  the  developing  countries  of 
Africa,  Asia  and  Latin  America  is  that 
ministry  typically  is  directed  to  both 
physical  and  spiritual  needs. 

Both  through  our  missionaries  and 
through  the  overseas  churches  spawned 
and  nurtured  by  our  past  mission  efforts, 
we  see  sick  people  being  made  well,  illit¬ 
erate  people  being  taught  to  read  and 


write,  and  displaced  people  being  provid¬ 
ed  food  and  shelter. 

But  we  also  see  vital,  growing  congre¬ 
gations  of  people  gathering  to  worship 
God  and  giving  thanks  for  the  new  life 
they  are  experiencing  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Christians  who  are  most  impoverished 
in  material  terms  often  illustrate  the 
deepest  and  highest  levels  of  spirituality. 
They  remind  me  that  the  annual  statisti¬ 
cal  losses  we  have  come  to  expect  for  our 
church  In  the  United  States  are  neither 
necessary  nor  inevitable.  They  give  me 
hope  for  the  future  of  our  church. 

Words  are  inadequate  to  describe  the 
vitality  of  the  work  we  support  in  other 
countries  through  our  local  church  ap¬ 
portionments.  I  wish  every  United  Meth¬ 
odist  could  personally  visit  just  one  such 
extension  of  our  mission.  Like  nothing 
else  I  can  imagine,  that  would  transform 
our  church  in  the  United  States. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


POSITIONS  OPEN 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  Im¬ 
mediate  openings  for  2  persons:  (1)  a  di¬ 
rector  of  development  with  proven 
fund  raising,  relational  and  organization¬ 
al  skills  and  experience;  and  (2)  a  person 
with  proven  promotional  skills  and  previ¬ 
ous  advertising,  public  relations  and/or 
sales  experience  Positions  require  ability 
to  relate  to  United  Methodists  of  every 
bent,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
church  and  an  appreciation  of  how  a 
newspaper  like  the  Reporter  supports 
and  enhances  all  the  church's  ministries. 
Necessary  qualifications  include  a  col¬ 
lege  degree,  high  levels  of  energy  and 
creativity,  and  an  active  Christian  com¬ 
mitment.  Positions  Involve  some  travel, 
relocation  to  Dallas.  Salaries  negotiable. 
Exceptional  opportunities  for  the  right 
persons  Contact:  Richard  Stark,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
(214)  630-6495.  Equal  Opportunity/Af¬ 
firmative  Action  Employer. 


Verse 


APRIL  21,  1989 


Delegation  calls 
for  UMs  to  aid 
Mozambique 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Mozambique  is  facing  an  emergency. 

The  country  in  southeastern  Africa 
needs  medical  workers  and  financial 
help,  said  members  of  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  delegation  that  recently  visited  the 
nation  (see  UMR,  April  7). 

The  delegation  is  urging  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  in  the  United  States  to  au¬ 
thorize  a  churchwide  “sacrificial 
offering”  to  aid  the  Mozambique  church. 

That  request  is  being  sent  to  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  bishops,  who  are  to  meet  in 
Raleigh,  N.C.,  next  month. 

If  approved,  funds  would  be  used  to 
administer  programs  to  feed  and  clothe 
the  homeless  and  to  provide  food,  cloth¬ 
ing  and  shelter  for  clergy  families. 

In  a  statement  released  upon  their  re¬ 
turn,  the  U.S.  visitors  said  they  had  ‘‘wit¬ 
nessed  this  church  in  action,  experienced 
the  new  commitment  to  cooperative  en¬ 
gagements  between  church  and  govern¬ 
ment,  [and]  visited  the  homeless  and 
victims  of  atrocities.” 

In  response,  they  called  on  United 
Methodists  to  respond  with  “prayer  and 
creative  acts  of  good  will,  compassion, 
solidarity  and  advocacy  for  the  people.” 

Church  celebrating  centennial 

Noting  that  United  Methodists  in  Mo¬ 
zambique  are  preparing  to  celebrate  the 
centennial  of  Methodist  missionary  work 
in  that  country,  they  said,  “We  join  them 
in  faith  and  fervent  prayer,  hoping  that 
the  new  era  of  Christian  mission  in  Mo¬ 
zambique  also  will  mark  the  beginning 
of  an  era  of  peace  and  fulfillment  for  a 
deserving  church  and  people.” 

United  Methodists  are  also  urged  to 
support  the  denomination’s  “Africa 
Church  Growth  and  Development  Pro¬ 
gram,”  already  in  place  to  enable  and 
develop  church  leadership,  church  build¬ 
ing  and  mission  outreach  in  Mozambique 
and  other  African  countries. 

In  their  statement,  the  visitors: 

/Commended  the  African  churches 
and  governments  for  assisting  refugees 
in  the  region. 

/  Challenged  United  Methodists  to 
help  church  and  government  leaders  be¬ 
come  aware  of  and  support  development 
efforts  of  African  countries. 

/  Appealed  to  church  and  government 
leaders  to  "lift  their  voices  in  outrage 
against  the  atrocities  committed  by  the 
armed  anti-government  forces  within 
Mozambique  and  seek  the  cessation  of 
their  activities. 

The  delegation  asked  denominational 
leaders  to  develop  further  opportunities 
for  response  and  strategies  for  involve¬ 
ment  of  all  United  Methodists  “in  securing 
peace  in  the  land  and  harmony  among  the 
peoples  of  Mozambique." 

The  trip  was  mandated  by  the  1988 
General  Conference,  which  asked  that 
representatives  express  “support  and 
concern”  to  the  “churches  and  people.” 

The  delegation  appealed  to  United 
Methodist  doctors  and  others  with  medi¬ 
cal  training  to  consider  serving  at  the 
Chicuque  United  Methodist  Hospital  ei¬ 
ther  as  full-time  missionaries  or  short¬ 
term  volunteers. 

Warfare  taxes  church  hospital 

Casualties  of  the  country’s  civil  war 
arrive  at  the  hospital  by  the  dozens  each 
night,  said  the  visitors,  outstripping  the 
capacity  of  the  medical  professionals 
and  limited  technical  equipment. 

Since  its  independence  from  Portugal 
in  1975,  Mozambique  has  been  plagued 
with  guerrilla  warfare. 


CRUISE  with  the 
United  Methodist  Men 
aboard  the  M  S  Caribe. 

March  24-31,  1990 
Prices  from  $750.00 

VISIT:  Puerto  Plata,  San  Juan,  St. 

John  and  St.  Thomas 

SPECIAL 

GUESTS:  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White, 
Dr.  Evelyn  Laycock,  Dr.Bill 
Mann,  Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
Dr.  Lloyd  Saatjian  and 
Richard  Alegria,  Jr. 

CALL  1-800-545-6277 
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WASHINGTON— Irene  Irving  (left),  Concord,  N.H.;  the  Rev.  Kathy 
Reeves,  Chicago;  Leigh  Roberts,  Cross  Plains,  Wis.;  and  Betty  Anderson, 
Lubbock,  Texas,  march  under  the  United  Methodist  banner  at  the  recent 
“Women’s  Equality,  Women’s  Lives”  rally.  They  are  among  the  estimated 
2,500  United  Methodists  at  the  April  9  event.  An  estimated  300,000  people 
demonstrated  in  support  of  women’s  legal  rights  to  an  abortion. 

UM  activists  add  voices 
to  big  pro-choice  rally 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— According  to  one 
church  official,  at  least  2,500  people 
marched  "under  the  banner  of  United 
Methodism”  earlier  this  month  at  a  mas¬ 
sive  rally  to  support  the  legal  right  of 
women  to  obtain  an  abortion. 

Jane  Hull  Harvey,  a  staff  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety,  said  she  could  account  for  at  least 
that  many  United  Methodists  among  or¬ 
ganized  church  groups  attending  the 
April  9  “March  for  Women’s  Equality. 
Women’s  Lives.” 

Ms.  Harvey  said  a  number  of  groups 
had  reported  their  attendance  following 
the  rally,  held  in  front  of  the  U.S.  Capitol. 

But  she  said  she  didn’t  know  of  any 
United  Methodist  organization  sending 
an  “official”  delegation. 

The  event  was  “endorsed"  by  directors 
of  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Nan  Self,  one  of  that  agency’s  three 
top  executives. 

Another  United  Methodist  agency— 
the  social  concerns  committee  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries— also  endorsed  the  ral¬ 
ly,  said  Chiquita  Smith,  a  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  staff  member. 

Ms.  Harvey  said  she  didn’t  know  of  any 
United  Methodist  groups  attending  the  ral¬ 
ly  to  counter  the  emphasis  on  a  woman's 
"freedom  of  choice”  to  obtain  an  abortion. 

However,  at  least  one  counterdemon¬ 
stration  sign— “American  University 
Law  Students  for  Life’’— was  visible. 
American  University  is  a  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  school  in  Washington. 

Impetus  for  ‘pro-choice’  rally 

Impetus  for  the  “pro-choice”  rally  is  a 
case  pending  before  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  — Missouri  vs.  Reproductive 
Health  Services. 

Depending  on  its  outcome,  that  deci¬ 
sion  could  effectively  nullify  a  1973  court 
ruling  in  Roe  vs.  Wade.  The  1973  decision 
declared  abortion  legal  under  certain 
circumstances. 

Pressure  from  various  groups,  including 
religious  organizations,  has  been  mounting 
since  1973  to  reverse  Roe  vs.  Wade  on 
grounds  that  abortion  is  a  form  of  murder 
and  therefore  morally  wrong. 

A  sea  of  banners  and  signs  at  the  rally 
on  the  west  steps  of  the  Capitol  left  no 
doubt  about  the  majority  sentiment  of 
the  demonstrators  in  Washington. 

Signs  declaring  “Keep  Abortion  Le¬ 
gal"  and  "Pro-choice  is  pro-life”  were 
mixed  with  depictions  of  clothes-hang- 
ers,  symbolizing  their  use  as  crude  in¬ 
struments  to  perform  illegal— and  often 
mutilating— “homemade”  abortions. 

Speakers  at  the  rally  included  show-busi¬ 
ness  celebrities,  members  of  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
gress,  labor  union  representatives  and 
representatives  of  minority  interest  groups 


Abortion: 

What  UMC  says 

...  In  continuity  with  past 
Christian  teaching,  we  recognize 
tragic  conflicts  of  life  with  life 
that  may  justify  abortion  and  in 
such  cases  support  the  legal  op¬ 
tion  of  abortion  under  proper 
medical  procedures.  We  cannot 
affirm  abortion  as  an  acceptable 
means  of  birth  control,  and  we 
unconditionally  reject  it  as  a 
means  of  gender  selection.— 1988 
Book  of  Discipline,  Para.  71(G) 


such  as  a  lesbian  rights  organization. 

The  rhetoric  matched  the  diversity  of 
the  crowd,  often  to  wild  extremes  (“If  we 
would  rise  up  against  the  Ayatollah,  we 
should  rise  up  against  the  Vatican,”  one 
speaker  screamed.  That  seemed  to  be  a 
reference  to  the  historic  Roman  Catholic 
teaching  against  abortion). 

Largest  rally  since  1963 

The  United  Methodist  abortion-rights 
demonstrators— men  and  women— were 
part  of  what  some  observers  claim  was 
the  largest  rally  in  the  nation’s  capital 
since  the  1963  March  on  Washington. 
That  was  led  by  the  late  civil-rights  lead¬ 
er  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

District  of  Columbia  police  estimated 
the  number  of  demonstrators  at  300,000. 
Unofficial  observers  nearly  doubled  that 
estimate  to  500,000. 

By  comparison,  official  estimates  of 
the  1963  civil-rights  rally  put  the  crowd 
at  200.000. 

“It  was  one  of  the  most  powerful  mo¬ 
ments  I’ve  had  since  I’ve  been  working  on 
Capitol  Hill,”  Ms.  Harvey  said  about  the 
event,  whose  organizers  included  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights. 

Her  agency,  which  has  offices  in  The 
United  Methodist  Building  directly 
across  the  street  from  the  Capitol,  be¬ 
longs  to  the  abortion-rights  coalition,  Ms. 
Harvey  said. 

She  pointed  out  that  involvement  with 
the  coalition  is  consistent  with  the 
church's  official  teaching  on  abortion. 

A  United  Methodist  participant,  Susan 
Gray  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  lamented 
some  speakers’  remarks. 

She  said  they  were  at  odds  with  the 
concern  of  most  Christians  she  knew  to 
promote  “conciliation"  around  the  emo¬ 
tional  issue  of  abortion. 

Another  United  Methodist.  Irene  Irving 
of  Concord,  Mass.,  affirmed  the  overall 
tone  of  the  demonstrators  as  "very  disci¬ 
plined  and  very  considerate  of  others." 

“We’re  not  for  abortion,”  Ms  Irving  said. 
“We’re  for  choice  and  respect  for  life." 


‘For  the  Bible  tells  me  so’ 

Views  should  he  shaped  by  Scripture,  agency  insists 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— Is  there  a  crackling 
cauldron  of  biblical  and  theological  fer¬ 
ment  in  the  midst  of  the  United  Methodist 
social-action  agency — even  one  that  could 
spill  over  into  local  congregations? 

That  imagery  may  seem  unlikely  to 
critics  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  They  accuse  the  agency  of  being 
more  rooted  in  secular  ideology  than  in 
Christian  faith. 

However,  active  concern  about  the  bib¬ 
lical  and  theological  bases  for  the  board's 
work  was  very  much  present  during  its 
recent  semiannual  meeting. 

The  concern  was  centered  in  a  newly 
created  standing  board  committee  on 
“biblical  and  theological  resources.” 

Its  chairwoman  is  Bishop  Sharon 
Brown  Christopher  (Minnesota  Area). 

“We  as  a  church  need  to  be  analyzing 
and  defining  our  culture  in  the  light  of 
Gospel  reality,”  Bishop  Christopher  re¬ 
minded  her  eight-member  committee. 

By  promoting  biblical  and  theological 
reflection,  both  during  board  meetings 
and  throughout  the  church,  the  commit¬ 
tee  has  a  chance  to  help  United  Method¬ 
ists  achieve  “clarity”  about  their  efforts 
to  promote  social  justice,  she  said. 

During  the  several  hours  that  followed 
Bishop  Christopher’s  challenge  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  the  group  responded  with  energy 
and  creativity  to  her  leadership 

It  decided  on  a  statement  of  its  mis¬ 
sion— "to  relate  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  members  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  . .  .’’—and  agreed  on  ways  to 
encourage  both  Church  and  Society  board 
members  and  members  of  the  church  at 
large  to  do  their  biblical  and  theological 
"homework”  on  social-justice  concerns. 

Among  its  suggestions: 

•Invite  a  “theological  reflector”  to 
observe  meetings  and  afterwards  feed 
back  impressions  of  what  occurred  in 
light  of  biblical  and  theological  wisdom. 

•  Pay  attention  to  "space”  and  the  use 
of  Christian  symbols  during  meetings— 
via  paraments,  banners,  etc.— as  re¬ 
minders  of  the  church’s  identity  as  a 
faith  community. 

•  Invite  Christians  to  tell  stories  of  their 
involvement  in  social-justice  ministries 
(Storytelling  “is  evangelism,”  said  Juan 
Vera,  a  board  member  from  Puerto  Rico). 

•Find  ways  to  help  people  move  be¬ 


yond  longstanding  “dichotomies,”  such  as 
"liberal-conservative”  and  "evangelical- 
social,"  that  are  more  divisive  than  unify¬ 
ing  in  the  church’s  social-justice  work. 

“I  think  there’s  a  hunger  for  wholeness 
in  the  church,”  Bishop  Christopher  said. 
“Dichotomies  such  as  ‘liberal-conserva¬ 
tive’  are  not  dead  as  words,  but  they  are 
dead  in  their  power." 

Committee  members  identified  several 
strategies  they  plan  to  use  to  help  United 
Methodists  grapple  with  "the  biblical  and 
theological  context”  for  social  ministry. 

Those  include  providing  biblical/theo¬ 
logical  training  at  all  levels  of  the  church, 
reviewing  all  materials  published  by 
Church  and  Society  to  ensure  a  biblical/ 
theological  perspective,  and  seeking  ways 
to  “help  the  church  overcome  the  division 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON— Help  is  at  hand  for 
Christian  congregations  that  want  to  reach 
out  to  people  with  serious  mental  illness. 

That  help  can  come  from  "Pathways  to 
Promise:  interfaith  Ministries  and  Pro¬ 
longed  Mental  Illness.”  It’s  a  recently 
formed  national  coalition  of  church  groups 
aimed  at  helping  reach  the  mentally  ill. 

United  Methodist  churches  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  "Pathways”  via  their  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Board 
members  overwhelmingly  approved 
agency  membership  in  the  coalition  dur¬ 
ing  their  recent  semiannual  meeting. 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  had  previously  joined 
the  coalition. 

Church  and  Society  staff  member  Jane 
Hull  Harvey  said  that  Pathways  is  the 
first  national  interfaith  group  formed  to 
work  on  ministry  to  the  mentally  ill  and 
their  families. 

Ms.  Harvey  said  that  one  in  four  fam¬ 
ilies  in  the  United  States  is  affected  by 
mental  illness  of  a  family  member. 

“Our  church  mirrors  the  society,  both 
in  numbers  and  in  the  pain  around  the 
problem  of  mental  illness,"  she  said. 

The  St.  Louis-based  coalition  was 
formed  a  year  ago,  Ms.  Harvey  said,  as  a 
result  of  a  substantial  grant  from  The  Lu- 


between  social  action  and  evangelism." 

The  Biblical  and  Theological  Resource 
Committee  was  created  by  the  Church  and 
Society  board  at  its  October  meeting.  At 
its  April  6-9  meeting  the  board  approved 
$2,000  for  the  group's  work  during  1989. 

The  Rev.  Stephen  Mott,  committee 
member  and  social  ethics  teacher  at  Gor- 
don-Conwell  Seminary  in  Hamilton,  Mass., 
summarized  the  group’s  long-term  hope: 

"If  we  had  a  person  working  full-time 
on  developing  the  biblical/theological 
reasons  for  local  church  activity,  it 
would  have  a  great  impact  on  other  work 
by  the  board. 

“One  reason  we  don’t  make  as  much  of 
an  impact  as  we  should  is  that  we 
haven't  plowed  the  soil  enough  at  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  level.” 


theran  Church-Missouri  Synod. 

The  coalition  includes  16  major  nation¬ 
al  religious  groups  who  pay  an  annual 
membership  fee  of  $25. 

The  interfaith  organization’s  aims  are 
in  agreement  with  United  Methodism’s 
"Social  Principles,”  she  said. 

Paragraph  72(g)  of  the  1988  Book  of 
Discipline  states  in  part: 

"We  affirm  the  responsibility  of  the 
church  and  society  to  be  in  ministry  with 
all  persons,  including  those  persons  with 
mentally,  physically,  and/or  psychologi¬ 
cally  handicapping  conditions  — ” 

The  primary  benefit  of  belonging  to 
Pathways,  Ms.  Harvey  said,  is  the  access 
that  membership  provides  to  the  coali¬ 
tion’s  educational  resources. 

As  an  example,  she  cited  an  18-page 
booklet  published  by  Pathways,  "Models 
of  Care  for  Persons  with  a  Prolonged 
Mental  Illness,"  which  she  said  will  be 
made  available  to  annual  conferences, 
districts  and  local  churches. 

The  booklet  describes  specific  programs 
being  conducted  for  mentally  ill  people  by 
religious  groups  and  gives  addresses  for 
more  information  about  each  program. 

She  said  she  has  a  list  of  250  United 
Methodists,  lay  and  clergy,  who  have  ex¬ 
pressed  a  concern  about  the  problem  of 
ministering  to  mentally  ill  people. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


‘Exxon  should  pay  for  spill  cleanup 9 


Network  aids  congregations 
that  help  mentally  ill  people 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON— Who  should  pay  for 
the  cleanup? 

If  you’re  a  taxpayer  or  Exxon  credit 
card  holder,  you  may  have  asked  that 
0  question  after  the  recent  oil  spill  by  an 
Exxon  tanker  in  Alaska. 

Directors  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  social-action  agency  answered 
that  question  at  a  recent  meeting. 

Their  answer? 

Exxon. 

"The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  calls  for  all  cleanup  and  remedial 
costs  to  be  the  responsibility  of  the  pol¬ 
luter,  not  the  taxpayer,”  directors  said  in 


a  250-word  resolution. 

The  resolution  expresses  “grievous 
concern”  about  the  “ecological,  econom¬ 
ic  and  cultural  tragedy"  of  the  oil  spill  in 
Alaska’s  Bristol  Bay. 

The  action  also  opposes  both  oil  drill¬ 
ing  in  the  bay  and  oil  exploration  or 
drilling  in  the  nearby  Arctic  National 
Wildlife  Refuge. 

Directors  called  upon  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  to  work  with  the  national  government 
of  Canada  and  the  provincial  government 
of  British  Columbia  to  develop  and  imple¬ 
ment  regulations  for  pollution  control  in 
the  northern  coastal  regions. 

In  other  action,  Church  and  Society  di¬ 


rectors: 

■  Called  upon  the  Council  of  Bishops 
to  seek  a  meeting  with  President  Bush 
and  U.S.  Attorney  General  Richard 
Thornburg  to  seek  their  support  for  the 
passage  of  “extended  voluntary  depar¬ 
ture"  legislation  pertaining  to  refugees. 

■  Rejected  a  motion  to  change  the 
board’s  participation  in  a  general  boy¬ 
cott  of  California  table  grapes  to  a  selec¬ 
tive  boycott. 

■  Announced  plans  for  a  National  Con¬ 
vocation  on  Church  and  Society,  “Visions 
of  Hope:  Transforming  the  Qiaos,"  for 
Feb.  1-4  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


‘Liberation  lifestyles’  urged 

“Liberation  lifestyles  will  make  us 
Free  at  last’  right  here,”  he  said,  echo¬ 
ing  a  phrase  made  famous  by  the  Rev. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

In  liberation  lifestyles,  he  said,  people 
improve  their  well-being  by  taking  care 
of  themselves. 

For  example,  he  said,  many  diseases 
are  caused  by  what  people  eat  and  drink. 

"The  reason  most  people  get  lung  can¬ 
cer  does  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
government,  it’s  got  everything  to  do 
with  smoking,”  he  said.  “If  we  are  to  be 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— “We  have  achieved  the 
right  to  check  into  the  high-class  hotels,” 
a  prominent  U.S.  civil-rights  leader  said 
last  week. 

“Now,  some  of  us  don’t  have  the  mon¬ 
ey  it  takes  when  it’s  time  to  check  out.” 

That  was  the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery’s 
assessment  of  the  nation’s  progress  in 
civil  rights  over  the  past  30  years. 

Dr.  Lowery,  a  United  Methodist,  is  the 
national  president  of  the  Southern  Chris¬ 
tian  Leadership  Conference. 

He  and  other  civil-rights  activists 
were  attending  the  organization’s  bienni¬ 
al  board  meeting  in  Dallas. 

The  leadership  conference  advocates 
social  justice  by  using  non-violent  meth¬ 
ods  in  a  Christian  community. 


Battle  shifts  sides  of  counter 

In  an  interview  at  United  Methodist 
Reporter  headquarters.  Dr.  Lowery,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Cascade  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Atlanta,  said  the  big  difference  be¬ 
tween  civil-rights  issues  of  the  1950s  and 
the  1980s  is  that  the  protests  and 
marches  30  years  ago  helped  blacks  win 
the  battle  on  the  customers’  side  of  the 
lunch  counter. 

"Now  the  battle  is  on  the  cash  register 
side  of  the  restaurant,”  said  Dr.  Lowery. 

“Economic  development  has  always 
been  an  issue,  but  we’ve  regressed  be¬ 
cause  the  median  income  of  blacks  is 
lower  than  it  was  during  that  time.” 

Later,  Dr.  Lowery  told  nearly  500 
leadership  conference  supporters  that 
another  new  issue  for  the  organization  is 
helping  people  embrace  what  he  de¬ 
scribed  as  “liberation  lifestyles.” 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  ASTLE 

DALLAS— The  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  head  of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Council  and  pastor  of  Cascade  United  Methodist  Church  in  At¬ 
lanta,  said  today’s  civil-rights  issue  is  economic  development,  not  the  ‘‘cus¬ 
tomer  side  of  the  lunch  counter.”  He  said  the  median  income  of  blacks  is 
lower  than  it  was  during  the  1950s. 


free,  we  have  to  change  our  lifestyle. 

“That's  not  to  say  we  won’t  challenge 
public  policy.  . . .  But  to  be  free,  [there] 
ain’t  no  answer  except  moving  back  to 
God.” 

Dr.  Lowery  helped  Dr.  King  establish 


the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Con¬ 
ference  in  1957. 

Today,  the  organization  has  some  500 
chapters  and  affiliate  memberships 
across  the  United  States  and  six  other 


countries. 


Evangelism? 

Evangelism  is  bringing  the  good  news  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  "good  news” 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  “in-house  newsletter,”  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange- 
j  lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P-O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
i  214/630-6495 _ 
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PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


APRIL  21,  1989 


♦ 


St.  Luke  UMC  members  deliver 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  ST.  LUKE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

LEXINGTON,  Ky. — A  member  of  St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church 
knocks  on  the  door  of  a  first-time  visitor.  Laypeople  make  personal  calls  on 
all  visitors  within  48  hours  after  their  first  time  at  the  church. 


on  promise  to  ‘knock’  visitors 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

LEXINGTON,  Ky.- “We  really  do 
pursue  people,”  says  the  Rev.  G.  Lindsey 
Davis,  40-year-old  minister  of  St.  Luke 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  church's  impressive  numbers 
back  him  up. 

St.  Luke  UMC  had  fewer  than  200 
members  when  Mr.  Davis  arrived  in 
1985.  It  had  just  lost  nearly  half  of  its 
members  because  of  a  painful  split  with¬ 
in  the  congregation. 

Today  membership  stands  at  more 
than  530  and  rising. 

"If  you’re  a  first-time  visitor,”  Mr.  Da¬ 
vis  said,  "someone  will  be  knocking  on 
your  door  within  48  hours.” 

A  team  of  lay  visitors  conducts  the  fol¬ 
low-up  visits,  he  said.  The  team  is  coordi¬ 
nated  by  Dan  Boyd,  a  part-time  assistant 
minister  soon  to  graduate  from  nearby 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 

Mr.  Davis  said  St.  Luke  UMC  averages 
15  first-time  visitors  per  Sunday.  The 
church  is  situated  near  a  busy  intersec¬ 
tion  in  a  growing  part  of  Lexington,  a 
city  of  210,000  in  east-central  Kentucky. 
The  church  isn’t  far  from  the  University 
of  Kentucky  campus. 

Surveys  show  that  80  percent  of  the 
people  living  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Luke 
have  no  church  affiliation,  Mr.  Davis  said. 

“Our  mission  is  to  reach  ‘unchurched' 
people  for  Christ,”  he  said.  "We’ve  been 
given  a  great  opportunity  to  reach  out,  to 
nurture  people  and  to  send  them  out  in 
mission." 

‘You  don’t  have  to  get  cleaned  up’ 

Part  of  the  church's  appeal,  he  said,  is 
that  people  "don’t  have  to  get  cleaned 
up"  to  be  part  of  St.  Luke  UMC. 

"You  don’t  need  to  have  any  particular 
theological  outlook,  social  background, 
ethnic  identity  or  whatever,”  the  pastor 
said,  reflecting  on  the  congregation’s  re¬ 
markable  diversity.  “We’re  a  heteroge¬ 
nous  group." 

St.  Luke  member  Carol  Ann  Busher 
agrees  that  diversity  is  "one  of  our 
greatest  strengths.” 

Ms.  Busher  said  people  from  all  walks 


of  life  have  found  a  spiritual  home  at  St. 
Luke  UMC. 

Former  Buddhists,  Mormons,  Roman 
Catholics,  Baptists,  Greek  Orthodox, 
Jews,  agnostics,  atheists  "are  now  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  because  of  this  church,” 
she  said. 

According  to  Lay  Leader  Dale  Jones, 
St.  Luke  UMC’s  success  at  attracting 
new  members  has  created  another  chal¬ 
lenge:  holding  on  to  old  members. 

Mr.  Jones  described  himself  as  a  “keep¬ 
er  of  the  back  door"  for  such  people. 

“I  try  to  watch  out  for  people  who 
might  slip  through  the  cracks,”  he  said. 

A  series  of  Wednesday  evening  pro¬ 
grams  was  started  recently,  partly  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  overcrowding  on  Sunday 
mornings,  he  said.  But  those  programs 
also  are  a  way  the  church  is  assimilating 
new  members  while  keeping  existing 
members  involved. 

The  programs  include  Bible  studies  for 
teens  and  adults,  choir  and  enrichment  ac¬ 
tivities  for  children,  and  additional  studies 
for  adults  on  topics  such  as  "dealing  with 
resentment”  and  "experiencing  the  Holy 
Spirit  through  study  of  Scripture.” 

The  best  thing  going  for  it 

But  the  best  thing  St.  Luke  has  going 
for  it  in  retaining  members,  Mr.  Jones 
said,  is  that  it’s  a  “caring  congregation.” 

His  pastor  agreed. 

"We  come  to  one  another’s  rescue  a 
lot,"  Mr.  Davis  said. 

Church  member  Bob  Ockerman 
summed  up  St.  Luke  UMC’s  “mission  of 
compassion”  toward  members  of  its 
“family”:  "The  church  is  meant  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  people,  not  the  people 
the  needs  of  the  church.” 

Emphasizing  church  growth  and  car¬ 
ing  for  each  other,  however,  doesn’t  ex¬ 
haust  St.  Luke  UMC's  sense  of  mission. 
The  church  consistently  pays  its  share  of 


askings  for  denominationwide  causes. 
During  1988,  members  gave  some 
$15,000  beyond  the  church’s  apportion¬ 
ments  for  outreach  to  others. 

In  addition,  1989  is  targeted  as  a  year 
for  the  church  to  “gear  up”  even  more  for 
mission  awareness  beyond  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  said  member  Mary  Jones. 

“No  other  church  in  the  United  States 
does  what  The  United  Methodist  Church 
does  in  missions,"  Ms.  Jones  said  proudly. 

"The  Church  Aflame ”  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically, 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  financial  obligations  and 
offering  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities. 

What  role  has 
pastor  played? 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

How  important  is  the  pastor  in  promot¬ 
ing  steady  congregational  growth  and  sus¬ 
taining  a  church’s  sense  of  mission? 

Here’s  what  some  St.  Luke  United 
Methodist  Church  people  said  about  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  G.  Lindsey  Davis: 

Ray  Gibson:  “The  pastor  is  the  key.  He 
has  a  vision,  is  secure  in  himself,  has 
helped  ‘church  hoppers’  put  down  roots 
and  has  gotten  men  involved.” 

Carol  Ann  Busher:  “This  is  a  layper¬ 
son’s  church,  no  doubt  about  it.” 

Jeffrey  Duff:  “You  have  to  have 
strong  leadership  in  the  pastor.  But 
we're  not  going  to  fall  apart  when  Lind¬ 
sey  leaves.” 

Bob  Ockerman:  “When  you  utilize  the 
laity  and  get  them  involved,  things  can  roll 
along  even  when  the  pastor  isn’t  here.” 

Steve  Gillispie:  “It  would  be  tempting, 
but  a  trap,  to  let  Lindsey  do  it  all  be¬ 
cause  he’s  such  a  good  administrator. 
But  we  don’t  want  to  depend  so  much  on 
him  that  we’d  be  lost  when  he’s  gone.” 

Mary  Jones:  “Lindsey  has  helped  us 
and  nurtured  us.  But  Christ  has  led  us.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
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United  Methodist  Men  expect 
thousands  for  ‘Congress  ’89’ 
NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-A  chartered 
plane,  a  college  football  coach  tackling 
life  by  faith  and  a  “fun  run”  to  raise 
money  for  a  church-related  university  in 
Africa  are  the  stuff  of  which  an  interna¬ 
tional  gathering  of  6,500  men  is  made. 

July  14-16  is  the  date  for  "Congress 
’89,"  the  quadrennial  gathering  of  United 
Methodist  Men  from  across  the  United 
States  and  around  the  world.  Sessions 
will  be  on  the  campus  of  Purdue  Univer¬ 
sity  in  West  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Atlanta  layman  to  receive 
higher  education  award 
ATLANTA— An  Atlanta  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  will  receive  the  Stanley  S. 
Kresge  Award  May  1 
from  the  National 
Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Christian 
Higher  Education.  O. 

Wayne  Rollins,  a 
life-long  member  of 
Peachtree  Road 
United  Methodist 
Church,  is  being 
cited  for  "extraordi-  O.  Wayne  Rollins 
nary  support  to  UM-related  education.” 

Mr.  Rollins  serves  as  a  trustee  of  Young 
Harris  College  and  is  a  major  supporter  of 
Emory  University.  The  schools  are  United 
Methodist  related. 

Christian  leaders  plan 
TV  sponsor  boycotts 

WHEATON,  Ill.— Christian  Leaders  for 
Responsible  Television— a  1,600-member 
coalition  that  includes  top  officials  in  70 
denominations— plans  to  boycott  one  or 
more  companies  it  identifies  as  “leading 
sponsors  of  sex,  violence,  profanity  and 
anti-Christian  stereotyping.” 

Dr.  Billy  Melvin,  the  CLeaR-TV  chair¬ 
man,  said  about  100  advertisers  have 
contacted  the  group  concerning  the 
threatened  one-year  boycott. 


Church  tackles  distorted  image  of  human  sexuality 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— Girl  or  boy? 

The  first  question  we  ask  when  a  child 
is  born  illustrates  just  how  central  our 
sexuality  is  to  who  we  are. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  integral  place  sexuality 
has  in  human  life,  is  inviting  local  con¬ 
gregations  to  affirm  the  God-given  gift 
of  sexuality. 

Your  church  can  do  that  with  new,  spe¬ 
cialized  curriculum  for  children,  youths 
and  adults. 

The  curriculum  (see  accompanying 
story)  is  the  denomination’s  first  con¬ 
certed  effort  to  counteract  contempo¬ 
rary  society’s  distorted  images  of  human 
sexuality  with  the  healing  love  of  Chris¬ 
tian  perspectives,  said  Cecile  A.  Beam. 

She  is  the  director  of  elementary  chil¬ 


dren's  education  and  age-level  ministries 
for  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  ' 
of  Discipleship. 

Mrs.  Beam  chaired  the  April  7-12  na¬ 
tional  conference  on  human  sexuality 
education. 

That  conference  introduced  the  five 
new  resources  to  more  than  200  partici¬ 
pants  from  53  of  the  church’s  73  regional 
annual  conferences  in  the  United  States. 

The  conference  was  the  first  such 
event  sponsored  by  Discipleship’s  Sec¬ 
tion  on  Christian  Education. 

The  curriculum’s  message,  discussed 
by  participants  and  supported  by  daily 
Bible  study  during  the  conference,  em¬ 
phasizes  that  human  sexuality  is  not  lim¬ 
ited  to  sexual  intercourse. 

Instead,  the  curriculum  defines  human 
sexuality  as: 

S  A  gift  of  God. 


S  Central  to  one’s  identity  and  self- 
worth. 

f  Intended  to  embody  God’s  love. 

/  Intended  for  human  relationships. 

The  curriculum  also  emphasizes  oped 
communication  between  parents  and 
children  about  sexuality. 

The  material  offers  descriptions  and 
illustrations  of  body  parts  and  functions 
as  means  to  achieve  communication  and 
understanding. 

Participants  heard  from  seven  reli¬ 
gious,  academic  and  health  experts  on 
topics  of  personal  sexual  history,  values 
clarification,  sexuality  and  theology,  bib¬ 
lical  interpretations  of  Christian  sexual¬ 
ity,  communication  skills,  sexual 
addiction,  and  AIDS. 

Mrs.  Beam  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
Discipleship  agency’s  goal  is  for  the  con¬ 
ference  participants  to  train  teachers 


Local  church  gifts  help  Zaire  UMs 
translate  hymns  into  native  Swahili 


Yesu  Mwokozi  anaita  watu,  mimi  na 
wewe  na  wote; 

Anakungoya  kukukari  bisha,  wewc 
uliye  zambini. 

(chorus)  Urudi,  urudi,  sasa  urudi 
kwa  Yesu! 

Anaquita  na  anakungoya ;  leo  urudi 
kwa  Yesu! 

(English  translation) 

Jesus  our  Savior  calls  people ,  you 
and  me  and  all; 

And  he  waits  to  bring  you  to  him , 
you  who  are  sinners. 

(chorus)  Come,  come,  now  come  to 
Jesus,  he  is  calling  you  and  waiting 
for  you;  today  come  to  Jesus! 

—A  hymn  for  inclusion  in  the  Swahi¬ 
li  Songbook  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  Zaire. 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

“Hymn  books  are  a  hot  item  in  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Zaire,"  says  Patri¬ 
cia  S.  Rothrock,  a  17-year  veteran  of 
Christian  education  in  that  country. 

"Singing  is  very,  very  important  to  the 
people." 

In  fact,  singing  is  so  important  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  Zaire  that  all  church 
members  buy  their  own  hymn  books. 

Church  members  in  Zaire’s  new  North 
East  Annual  Conference  are  asking  now 
for  a  song  book  with  hymns  in  Swahili, 
the  predominant  language  in  their  region. 

To  pay  for  the  project,  Zairian  United 
Methodists  are  seeking  a  one-time  alloca¬ 
tion  of  $6,000  from  the  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church.  That’s  the  program 
through  which  individual  United  Method¬ 
ists  can  send  designated  gifts— beyond 
what  they  give  to  support  their  congrega¬ 
tions— to  specific  mission  projects. 

Bishop  Onema  Fama,  episcopal  leader 
of  Zaire's  Kananga  Area,  said  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  North  East  conference 
helped  the  church  recognize  the  need  to 
develop  worship  materials  in  Swahili. 
Until  the  recent  division  of  Central  Zaire 


n 
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iVo  gift  too  small 

Area  into  three  annual  conferences,  most 
church  materials  were  printed  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  called  Otetela. 

The  new  book  is  to  contain  hymns, 
United  Methodist  vows  and  orders  of 
worship  in  the  primary  language  of  two 
of  Zaire's  three  annual  conferences. 

"To  own  a  United  Methodist  hymn 
book  written  in  Swahili  will  increase  the 
membership  and  give  them  a  sense  of 
ownership  in  the  church,”  said  Ms.  Roth¬ 
rock,  who  staffs  the  Central  Africa  office 
at  the  United  Methodist  mission  board. 

The  books  would  allow  members  to 
share  English-based  hymns  put  into  Swa- 


Should  $100  million  fund 
be  limited  to  UM  schools? 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Should  only  students 
at  United  Methodist-related  colleges  and 
universities  be  eligible  for  grants  from  a 
$100  million  churchwide  scholarship  en¬ 
dowment  fund? 

"Yes,"  says  the  denomination’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Higher  Education.  It  voted  12-7 
recently  to  recommend  imposing  the  re¬ 
striction. 

Proponents  argued  that  the  endow¬ 
ment  would  undergird  the  mission  of 
church  schools. 

Opponents  said  the  rule  would  send  the 
wrong  message  to  campus  ministry  pro¬ 
grams  at  state  schools. 

The  recommendation  is  to  be  presented 
to  the  full  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  in  late  September. 

A  similar  action  was  rejected  578-344 
by  the  1988  session  of  denomination’s 
highest  legislative  body,  the  General 
Conference. 


Teaching  resources  available 


NASHVILLE— These  are  teaching 
resources  in  the  new  United  Methodist 
curriculum  on  human  sexuality  educa¬ 
tion  from  a  Christian  perspective: 

•  “Before  They  Ask:  Talking  About 
Sex  From  a  Christian  Perspective,”  a 
parents’  guide  to  teach  sexuality  to 
children  from  birth  through  age  12. 

•“Created  by  God:  About  Human 
Sexuality  for  Older  Girls  and  Boys,” 
for  teaching  fifth  and  sixth  graders. 

•  "Our  Sexuality:  God’s  Good  Gift,” 


for  youths  in  grades  7  through  9. 

•“Male  and  Female:  Blessed  by 
God,”  for  senior  high  youths. 

•  “Sexuality:  Stewards  of  God’s 
Gift,’’  a  unit  in  the  adult  series 
“Growing  Christians.” 

All  are  specialized  units  in  addition 
to  the  standard  age-level  curriculum. 

To  order,  call  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House’s  Church  School 
Publications  at  (800)  672-1789. 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


from  local  congregations  in  their  areas 
how  to  use  the  new  curriculum. 

Christian  education  staff  reviewed  the 
new  resources  with  participants  in  age- 
level  groups. 

“We  want  to  help  local  congregations 
become  more  intentional  about  including 
human  sexuality  education  as  part  of 


their  ongoing  ministry,”  she  said. 

"We  hope  to  help  people,  when  they 
think  about  sexuality,  to  think  about 
something  other  than  genital  expres¬ 
sion. 

“Without  that,  we  will  continue  to  miss 
some  of  the  goodness  of  the  gift  God  has 
given  us.” 


Domino’s  Pizza  cancels 
‘Saturday  Night  Live’  ads 

TUPELO,  Miss.— Domino’s  Pizza  has 
become  the  third  major  advertiser  to 
cancel  its  advertising  of  the  TV  show, 
"Saturday  Night  Live,”  said  the  Rev. 
Donald  Wildmon.  He  heads  the  American 
Family  Association,  based  in  Tupelo. 

Mr.  Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist,  had 
blasted  the  show  for  what  he  considered  a 
lewd  skit  and  urged  companies  not  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  advertise  on  it.  Ralston  Purina 
and  General  Mills  also  recently  canceled 
their  advertising  of  the  show,  he  said. 

Bishops  to  eye  delegate  choices 
for  World  Council  assembly 

NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)— Nomina¬ 
tions  for  18  delegates  to  represent  United 
Methodists  in  the  United  States  at  the  7th 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  are  going  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  next  month. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns  proposed  the  names  during  the 
commission’s  spring  meeting  April  5-8. 

Another  10  United  Methodist  delegates 
are  to  be  elected  from  Africa,  Europe 
and  the  Philippines. 

The  world  assembly  is  to  meet  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  1991  in  Canberra,  Australia. 


hili  as  well  as  hymns  composed  by  Afri¬ 
cans  with  African  tunes,  she  said. 

Gifts  to  support  the  “Translation  and 
Printing  of  the  Swahili  Songbook  in 
Zaire"  can  be  made  via  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurers  and  designated  for  Ad¬ 
vance  No.  010356-8F-I. 


The  idea  for  raising  $100  million  by 
1990  was  approved  in  principle  by  the 
higher  education  agency  in  October  1986. 

The  idea  grew  out  of  concern  that 
costs  of  education,  particularly  at  United 
Methodist-related  schools,  had  made 
education  inaccessible  for  many  middle- 
and  lower-income  church  families. 

The  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson,  the  higher 
education  agency’s  chief  executive,  said 
the  problem  is  whether  the  church  should 
focus  on  its  students  or  its  institutions. 

Dr.  James  A.  Davis,  president  of  Shen¬ 
andoah  College  and  Conservatory  in  Win¬ 
chester,  Va.,  disagreed,  saying  no 
confusion  about  the  original  focus  exists. 

"It  has  always  been  to  help  United 
Methodist  students  at  United  Methodist 
colleges."  said  Dr.  Davis. 

Janet  Stevenson,  elected  head  of  the 
division,  countered,  “All  students  have 
needs." 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
125  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation.  First  United  Methodist  Church  with  2250 
members  in  college  town  of  22,000  in  rural  Ne¬ 
braska  community.  Need  person  experienced  in 
Christian  education,  adaptable,  committed  to  lo¬ 
cal  church.  Salary  $18,000  minimum,  benefits  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resume/inquiries  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  242,  Kearney,  NE  68848. 
(308)237-3158 


VISITATION  PASTOR-EVANGELICAL  Church, 
1200  members,  seeking  part-time  retired  pastor 
to  assist  pastor  with  hospital/ 
shut-in  visitation.  Approximately  20  hours 
weekly.  Also  assist  with  follow-up  pastoral 
care  Lake  Shore  UMC.  2246  Blanding  Blvd., 
Jacksonville.  FL  32210. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  1500-MEMBER 
church  for  youth  director  with  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  or  other  skills.  Salary  to  be  negotiated. 
Would  consider  full-time  or  part-time.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to.  Search  Committee,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1981,  Pampa,  TX 
79066-1981.  (806)  669-7411. 


DOCTOR  OF  MINISTRY  CANDIDATE  com¬ 

pleting  degree  in  pastoral  care  and  counseling 
May,  1989  seeks  position  as  associate  pastor,  or 
director  of  church  related  ministry  program. 
Chaplaincy,  counseling,  education,  program  de¬ 
velopment  and  administration  experience.  Re¬ 
sume  available.  UMR,  Dept.  DL.  Box  660275, 
Dallas.  TX  75266-0275.  


CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  posi¬ 

tion  open  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
San  Diego.  Position  requires  supervision  of  of¬ 
fice  staff,  finance  office  and  buildings.  Comput¬ 
er  accounting  experience  preferred.  Send 
resume  to:  Earl  R.  Barr,  2111  Camino  del  Rio, 
South,  San  Diego,  CA  92108.  Applicant  deadline: 
April  30,  1989. 


DOWNTOWN,  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH  seeks: 
Director  of  Ministries  to  families  with  young 
children,  to  be  responsible  for  children’s  Sunday 
school  and  related  activities;  develop  package 
of  programs  directed  at  families  that  include 
young  children;  liaison  to  church's  large  child 
care  center.  Salary  negotiable;  excellent  bene¬ 
fits.  Send  resume:  Dr.  Clint  Burleson,  First 
UMC,  723  Center,  Little  Rock.  AR  72201.  Tele- 
phone:  (501)372-2256. 


DOWNTOWN,  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH  seeks: 
Director  of  Ministries  of  youth  and  young 
adults;  responsible  for  programs  for  youth, 
families  which  include  youth,  and  young  adults. 
Salary  negotiable,  excellent  benefits.  Send  re¬ 
sume.  Dr.  Clint  Burleson.  723  Center,  Little 
Rock,  AR  72201  Telephone  (501)  372-2256. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway 
&  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes: 
9  30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 


COLLEGE  CAMPUS  FOR  SALE.  270  acres. 
Lake  4-story  main  bulldir  ..  gym,  chapel,  six 
houses,  four  modular  lassrooms.  Ohio. 
$1,700,000.  Wlllee  Ackf  man.  (216)  456-7911. 
Coldwell  Banker-TK  Hairis. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  sought  for 
growing  church  with  over  1300  members.  Job 
description  available.  Direct  inquiries  by  May 
15  Clear  Lake  Presbyterian  Church,  c/o  Dan 
Bland,  1511  El  Dorado  Boulevard,  Houston,  TX 
77062-3499 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  250- 
member  music  program,  six  choral  and  six 
handbell  choirs,  orchestra  potential.  Music  de¬ 
gree  and  experience  required.  Send  resume  to: 
Saint  Stephen  United  Methodist  Church,  4600 
South  Western,  Amarillo,  TX  79109.  (806)  355 
7271. 


PROGRAM/EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  2300 
member  congregation  welcomes  your  resume. 
Candidate  needs  experience  and  professional 
degree.  Organization,  leadership,  communica¬ 
tion  and  spiritual  attributes  are  a  must!  Con¬ 
tact:  W.  Bruce  Connors,  Southside  United 
Methodist  Church,  3120  Hendricks  Ave 
Jacksonville,  FL  32207. 


COLORADO  CAMP  NEEDS  COOKS!  Geneva 

Glen  Camp  needs  cooks  during  the  1989  summer 
season  June  11-  August  12.  Volume  cooking  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  A  wonderful  place  to  work. 
Further  information:  Kenneth  Atkinson,  Geneva 
Glen,  P.O.  Box  248,  Indian  Hills,  CO  80454.  (303) 
697-4621. 


•METHODIST  MORSELS”  COOKBOOK  for 

sale.  ''Yummy  recipes!”  Order  today  for  $7.50 
plus  $1.25  postage  from:  Harrah  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  606  North  Harrison,  Harrah,  OK 
73045. 


DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH. 

Ability  to  relate  well  with  youth.  Send  inquiries: 
Rev  Horace  G.  McMillan.  200  Highway  517  West, 
Dickinson.  TX  77539.  (713)  534-3511. 


HIDEAWAY  IN  GATLINBURG-  Cottage  sleeps 
eight.  Walk  to  town  and  park  trails.  Creek  and 
city  park  nearby.  $300.00  weekly.  (703)  646-3528. 


NEW  YORK  BASED  PUBLISHING  company 
will  publish  your  book  free  if  you  can  sell  a 
minimum  of  1500  copies.  Welstar  Publications 
(212)  928-7528. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067,627-9507. 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 

mulations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  qui¬ 
et,  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 


FULL-TIME  ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER 
sought  for  church  of  1100  members.  Comprehen¬ 
sive  music  program  for  all  age  groups.  Forty 
rank  Schantz  pipe  organ.  Salary  competitive 
based  on  experience.  Send  resume  to:  The  Rev¬ 
erend  Grayson  Watson,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  812  Kirkman  Street,  Lake  Charles,  LA 
70601. 


COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock¬ 

ies"  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 
family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/resource 
staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38,  Wood¬ 
land  Park.  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 


DIRECTOR  OF  RECREATION  AND  Youth 
Ministries.  1,000-member  church  with  new 
Family  Life  Center  seeks  creative  person  to  de¬ 
velop  recreational  ministry  with  all  ages  and  to 
lead  youth  ministry.  Forest  Lake  UMC,  1711 
Fourth  Avenue,  Tuscaloosa,  AL  35401. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
or  more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conaitloned 
lodging,  swimming.  $8  tickets.  New  grilled  bur¬ 
ger  cookout,  and  breakfast.  All  for  $23  each! 
Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/ 
Program  Ministries  desired  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee.  2100 
members.  Planning  with  Council  on  Ministries 
for  educational,  small  group  ministries.  Salary 
negotiable.  Applications  received  until  June  1, 
1989.  Please  send  resume  to:  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  567,  Oak  Ridge,  TN 
37831.  Attn:  Senior  Pastor. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  desired 
for  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Oak  Ridge, 
Tennessee.  Plan,  coordinate  a  comprehensive 
ministry  of  music,  touching  every  segment  of 
the  church’s  life.  Staff  includes  a  part-time  or¬ 
ganist.  Salary  negotiable.  Applications  received 
until  June  1,  1989.  Please  send  resume  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  567,  Oak 
Ridge.  TN  37831.  Attn:  Senior  Pastor. 


STOLES,  THE  FABULOUS  MULTI-COLOR 
stoles  of  Santiago  Atitlan,  Guatemala,  in  litur¬ 
gical  colors  too,  with  or  without  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  cross  and  flame.  $32.50  includes 
shipping.  Send  no  money.  Shipped  on  approval. 
Double  Mission  Outreach,  Southern  Illinois  Con¬ 
ference,  United  Methodist  Church,  Route  2, 
Murphysboro,  II  62966,  or  call  (618)  684-3890. 
Evenings  too,  keep  trying. 


THE  BALTIMORE  ANNUAL  Conference  is  in¬ 
viting  applications  for  the  position  of  Associate 
Conference  Council  Director.  Position  calls  for 
person  to  work  with  other  program  staff  to  im¬ 
plement  the  mission  of  the  annual  conference 
and  to  resource  conference  program  agencies 
and  District  Council  on  Ministries.  Send  resume 
and  inquiries  to:  Conference  Council  Director, 
5124  Greenwich  Avenue,  Baltimore,  MD  21229. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/FINE 
Arts:  5000-member  congregation;  comprehen¬ 
sive  program  including  handbells,  adult  choir, 
youth  choir,  four  children's  choirs,  guest  lecture 
series,  summer  musicals.  Send  resume  by  June 
1,  1989:  Music  Search,  First  UMC,  313  N.  Center 
St.,  Arlington,  TX  76011. 


FULL-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE  immedi¬ 
ately.  Director  of  Christian  Education  in  church 
of  1,000  members.  Excellent  facilities  and  staff. 
Heavy  emphasis  on  youth  ministries,  Contact: 
Dr  Pat  McBride,  Ortega  United  Methodist 
Church,  Jacksonville,  FL  32210.  Phone:  (904) 
389-5556. 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  UNIVERSITY  SEEKS:  Dean 
for  the  Wimberly  School  of  Religion.  Require¬ 
ments:  Terminal  degree  in  religious  studies, 
teaching  experience,  administrative  experi¬ 
ence,  church,  and  university  experience  and 
United  Methodist  preferred.  Contact:  Director 
of  Personnel,  Oklahoma  City  University,  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  OK  73106. 
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Palestinians  tell  of  difficulties 
in  reclaiming  families9  lands 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

JERUSALEM— In  1948  residents  of 
the  little  Palestinian  village  of  Eilabun, 
near  Nazareth,  were  forced  to  flee. 

The  Rev.  Elias  N.  Zreik,  an  Orthodox 
priest,  remembers  it  well.  His  father  was 
one  of  those  chosen  by  Israelis  to  be  shot 
to  persuade  the  others  to  leave. 

After  protesting  their  treatment  to  the 
United  Nations,  Mr.  Zreik,  then  18,  and 
other  residents  eventually  returned  to 
their  ransacked  town. 

•It  was  a  struggle  to  reclaim  the  land 
there,  he  told  United  Methodists  touring 
the  region  recently. 

Sami  Jeraisy,  local  director  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Christian  Committee,  said 
Palestinians  have  had  difficulties  retain¬ 
ing  their  land  in  the  Galilee  and  West 
Bank  areas  since. 

“Little  land  has  been  left  to  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  farmer,”  said  Dr.  Jeraisy. 

School  faces 
cash  crisis 

By  CATHY  MILAM 
Religious  News  Service 

TULSA,  Okla.— Money. 

Oral  Roberts  needs  money— $11  mil¬ 
lion  to  be  exact. 

By  May  6,  graduation  night  for  Oral 
Roberts  University  students,  he  needs 
the  $11  million  to  come  in  the  mail. 

He  needs  that  to  pay  off  creditors 
who  threaten  to  dismantle  his  university, 
hospital,  evangelistic  association,  retire¬ 
ment  village  and  healing  outreach  center. 

The  fact  is,  Mr.  Roberts  needs  to  raise 
money  at  a  rate  equal  to  that  of  his  rec¬ 
ord  fund-raising  years. 

His  highest  yearly  giving  rate  was  in 
1980,  when  the  ministry  raised  $88  million. 

In  1980,  Mr.  Roberts  was  riding  high, 
winning  a  court  battle  with  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bar  Association  over  accreditation 
for  its  law  school.  The  opening  of  the 
City  of  Faith  Medical  and  Research  Cen¬ 
ter  was  only  a  year  away. 

In  1989,  the  donations  are  coming  in  at 
an  annual  rate  of  $32.5  million— a  63  per¬ 
cent  drop. 

The  ministry  has  been  besieged  with  a 
series  of  blows  to  its  preeminent  position 
arpong  TV  ministries. 

Mr.  Roberts,  in  an  exclusive  interview, 
said  recently  that  half  of  the  “prayer 
partners”  who  contributed  in  1985  no 
longer  give. 

Richard  Roberts,  the  evangelist’s  son 
and  heir  apparent,  said  he  is  concerned 
because  a  significant  percentage  of  their 
prayer  partners  are  over  70. 

The  senior  Roberts  identified  three 
separate  financial  goals— to  raise  $11 
million  by  May  6,  to  add  another  20,000 
new  partner  families  giving  an  addition¬ 
al  $600,000  to  $700,000  per  month  and  to 
build  a  $200  million  endowment  fund  to 
take  care  of  the  future. 

The  founder  of  the  complex  said  the  uni¬ 
versity  needs  the  $200  million,  “to  take 
care  of  the  university  until  Jesus  comes.” 

Richard  said  the  university  endow¬ 
ment  totals  about  $50  million. 

As  far  back  as  1981,  a  bar  association 
accreditation  team  reported  concern 
over  the  financial  stability  of  Mr.  Rob¬ 
erts’  operations  and  how  closely  linked 
that  stability  is  with  the  “personal  mag¬ 
netism  of  Roberts.” 

That  report  pointed  out  that,  while 
contributions  reached  $84  million  in  1978 
—the  year  construction  on  the  City  of 
Faith  began— donations  dropped  to  only 
$66  million  in  1979. 

The  drop  was  attributed  to  “Roberts’ 
lack  of  personal  involvement  in  solicita¬ 
tions.” 

The  “partners”  in  Mr.  Roberts’  minis¬ 
try  seem  most  drawn  to  brick-and-mor- 
tar  assets— donations  rise  for  a  building 
project,  then  drop  when  the  building  is 
completed. 


Campus  race 
woes  targeted 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Racially  motivat¬ 
ed  incidents  keep  cropping  up  on  col¬ 
lege  campuses  across  the  country. 

At  the  same  time,  the  number  of 
ethnic-minority  students  on  campuses 
is  on  the  rise. 

United  Methodism's  higher  educa¬ 
tion  agency  officials  think  those  are 
good  reasons  to  focus  on  the  problem 
of  racism  on  campus. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Hicks  of  the  high¬ 
er  education  agency  staff  said  two 
events  this  fall  will  attempt  to  deal 
with  the  problem: 

S  A  two-day  consultation  on  rac¬ 
ism  in  higher  education  for  students, 
administrators  and  faculty  Sept.  15-17 
at  Virginia  Wesleyan  University  in 
Norfolk,  Va. 

S  Training  for  campus  ministers 
Oct.  22-24  in  Atlanta. 

The  Atlanta  conference  is  designed 
to  help  campus  ministers  who  are 
white  work  more  effectively  with 
people  of  color,  said  Mr.  Hicks. 

The  denomination’s  higher  educa¬ 
tion  agency  recently  approved  more 
than  $34,000  to  support  ethnic  proj¬ 
ects  for  recruitment,  training  and 
campus  ministry. 


Like  other  workers,  Dr.  Jeraisy  is  a 
volunteer. 

One  of  the  services  of  the  commit¬ 
tee-established  in  1950  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  now  part  of  the 
Middle  East  Council  of  Churches— is 
land  reclamation. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  donates  $25,000  annually  to  this 
project. 

“Because  land  is  most  important,  we 
try  to  help  people  reclaim  whatever  is 
left,”  Dr.  Jeraisy  explained. 

In  the  Eilabun  area,  the  committee 
helped  residents  clear  rocks  from  250 
acres  of  land,  he  said. 

The  rocks  were  then  used  to  build 
fences,  creating  hillside  terraces  to  pre¬ 
vent  soil  erosion. 

Other  aspects  of  land  reclamation  in¬ 
clude  planting  olive  and  almond  seedlings 
to  hold  the  land,  developing  irrigation, 
controlling  insects  and  plant  diseases,  and 


introducing  new  methods  of  agriculture, 
such  as  using  grape  trellises. 

In  addition  to  the  reclamation  project, 
the  committee— which  has  several  dif¬ 
ferent  geographic  branches— offers  edu¬ 
cational,  health  and  vocational  training 
services,  and  a  college  scholarship  and 
loan  program. 

“We  do  not  plan  the  programs  for  the 
people,”  said  Elias  Khoury,  the  Jerusa¬ 
lem-based  director.  “They  are  more 
aware  of  their  needs  than  we  are.” 

In  the  West  Bank,  four  health  centers 
serve  28  villages. 

Their  success  “depends  on  the  success 
of  people  in  the  centers  to  win  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  village  women,”  said  Mr. 
Khoury. 

Infant  mortality  rates,  severe  dehy¬ 
dration  from  diarrhea,  the  use  of  breast¬ 
feeding,  and  nutrition  have  improved,  he 
said,  and  “we  have  taught  them  to  grow 
green  leafy  nutritious  vegetables.” 


In  the  West  Bank  village  of  Bedya, 
women  sit  at  tables  in  the  International 
Christian  Committee  center,  holding 
their  children  and  waiting  for  a  noon¬ 
time  meal  of  a  porridge  made  of  chick¬ 
peas,  crushed  wheat  and  lentils. 

At  the  center,  they  also  can  learn  to 
sew,  knit,  read  and  better  care  for  their 
children. 

“We  try  to  fill  in  gaps  that  are  not  be¬ 
ing  filled,"  Mr.  Khoury  explained,  ex¬ 
tending  even  to  settling  family  disputes, 
collecting  loans  to  villages  and  helping 
adults  who  need  hospital  care. 

In  Deir  Balloot,  another  West  Bank 
village,  the  committee  is  paying  one 
third  of  the  cost  of  constructing  a  water 
reserve  well,  made  necessary  by  a  water 
shortage  from  the  summer  months. 

“To  haul  water  from  the  nearest  vil¬ 
lage  would  be  very  expensive,”  Mr. 
Khoury  said. 


Blacks,  Jews  debate  bigotry 


From  Religious  News  Service 
Black  and  Jewish  leaders  expressed 
frustration  and  anger  at  their  differ¬ 
ences  on  such  matters  as  affirmative 
action  and  bigotry  at  a  two-day  confer¬ 
ence  sponsored  by  Dillard  University,  a 
black  college  in  New  Orleans  related  to 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  and  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Misunderstandings  were  the  focus 
of  much  of  the  discussion,  with  blacks 
complaining  that  Jews  failed  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  need  for  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion  and  Jews  charging  that  blacks 
were  often  unwilling  to  publicly  de¬ 
nounce  anti-Semitic  remarks  made  by 
some  high-profile  blacks. 

The  Rev.  David  E.  Chambers,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
the  Good  Shepherd  in  Chicago,  re¬ 
ferred  to  controversies  over  anti-Jew- 
ish  remarks  made  by  Nation  of  Islam 
leader  Louis  Farrakhan  and  Steve  Co- 


kely,  an  aide  to  defeated  acting  May¬ 
or  Eugene  Sawyer  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  Chambers  called  Mr.  Farrakhan 
a  leader  “who  has  value  in  the  black 
community,”  but  he  described  Mr.  Co- 
kely  as  "a  fool  with  no  following." 

In  both  cases,  he  said,  the  contro¬ 
versial  remarks  made  by  the  two  men 
had  attracted  “unmerited  attention” 
from  Jews. 

But  Zvi  Sobel,  a  professor  of  reli¬ 
gion  at  the  University  of  Haifa,  re¬ 
sponded  that  "Jews  are  people  of 
words,  and  we  took  it  seriously.”  He 
said  Israeli  Jews  had  anticipated 
Egyptian  battle  plans  in  1967  by  lis¬ 
tening  to  “blood-curdling”  threats  on 
Egyptian  radio. 

"It  must  be  demanded  that  black 
leadership  stand  up  and  respond  to 
such  things,”  Mr.  Sobel  said  of  the 
Farrakhan  and  Cokely  episodes. 

Rabbi  Robert  H.  Loewy  of  the  Con¬ 


gregation  Gates  of  Prayer  in  Me¬ 
tairie,  La.,  agreed  that  “it’s  hard  to 
know  what  is  rhetoric  and  what  is 
real.  You  can’t  simply  dismiss  rheto¬ 
ric  as  that.” 

He  said  if  blacks  “are  going  to  tell 
me  Cokely  is  a  kook,  I'd  rather  they 
say  so  on  the  front  pages.” 

The  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Christian  Lead¬ 
ership  Conference,  said,  “The 
basically  superior  economic  position 
of  Jews  in  America  compared  to 
blacks  makes  it  seem  hypocritical 
and  downright  unfriendly  to  continue 
to  oppose  intentionality  in  the  effort 
to  raise  the  economic  standards  of 
blacks. 

“From  such  a  strong,  lofty  position 
it  is  not  necessary  for  the  strong  to 
oppose  intentionality  or  affirmative 
efforts  to  administer  to  the  needs  of 
the  weak.” 
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Scarritt-Bennett  changes  are  underway 

NASHVILLE— Changes  at  Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  formerly  UM-related 
Scarritt  Graduate  School,  are  indicated  by  a  new  sign  and  the  presence  of  a 
construction  trailer  in  the  background.  Renovation  of  several  buildings  on 
the  10.5-acre  campus  has  begun.  The  facilities  were  recently  taken  over  by 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  for¬ 
mer  college,  once  an  undergraduate  and  graduate  institution,  is  to  be  a 
training  center  for  laity  and  a  conference  site. 

Book  Review 

Book  on  Ruth,  Naomi 
features  life’s  seasons 


Dear  Deborah 


Radio  stories  can  prove  inspiring 


Dear  Deborah:  Please  tell  your  writer 
who  was  so  depressed  that  there  is  help 
for  depression. 

I  heard  a  woman  on  the  radio  tell  how 
God  whispered  in  her  ear  and  told  her,  “I 
do  not  give  you  the  spirit  of  fear  but  of 
love,  power  and  a  sound  mind.”  That  is 
from  2  Timothy  1:7. 

The  woman  said  this  happened  at  6 
a.m.  and  then  she  fell  asleep  until  9  a.m. 

Besides  reading  your  Bible,  you  can 
hear  many  inspiring  stories  on  the  radio. 

I  will  keep  her  in  my  prayers.  Love 
and  peace  to  your  writer. 

Helen 

Dear  Helen:  Thank  you  for  writing 
in  response  to  this  need. 

I  cannot  forward  your  letter  as 
you  requested,  but  am  hoping  the 
first  writer  will  see  it  here.  1  do  be¬ 
lieve  your  prayers  and  others  can  do 
more  than  we  ever  imagine. 

Dear  Readers: 

Two  letters  came  in  response  to 
the  column  about  Minna,  the  widow 
who  wanted  a  former  pastor  to 
come  for  her  husband’s  funeral  ser¬ 


vice.  Both  writers  were  clergy. 

One  had  some  excellent  advice  to 
share.  He  suggested  that  his  problem 
with  this  issue  was  solved  years  ago 
in  a  course  on  Ministerial  Ethics  and 
Etiquette. 

First:  Work  through  the  present 
pastor. 

Second:  The  present  pastor  is  the 
host:  the  former  pastor  is  the  guest. 

Third:  A  wise  present  pastor  will 
support  continuity  of  ministry,  since 
someday  she  or  he  will  also  be  a  for¬ 
mer  pastor. 

Fourth:  Former  pastors  can  be  a 
source  of  rich  information  for  the 
present  pastor. 

This  is  helpful  advice  and  perhaps 
should  be  adopted  into  the  rules  of 
annual  conferences.  However,  unless 
people  in  congregations  know  what 
the  expectations  are,  it  is  too  late  to 
try  to  educate  them  when  they  are  in 
the  midst  of  making  funeral  arrange¬ 
ments. 

I  think  clergy  and  congregations 
should  have  a  clear  understanding  of 
these  expectations  when  the  pastor 


first  comes  to  the  church. 

The  other  pastor  who  wrote  asked 
what  1  meant  by  not  making  major 
changes  the  first  year.  In  my  mind 
that  means  leave  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice  alone:  don’t  change  the  general 
functioning  and  scheduling  of  what 
the  people  are  used  to  until  you 
learn  the  reasons  a  congregation 
does  what  it  does  and  until  both  the 
pastor  and  people  get  acquainted 
and  work  through  their  grief. 

There  are  not  many  things  in  the 
life  of  a  congregation  that  are  so  bad 
they  cannot  wait  a  while. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


“Seasons  of  Friendship:  Naomi  and  Ruth 
as  a  Pattern”  by  Marjory  Zoet  Bankson. 
Luramedia,  1987,  $9.95, 139  pages,  paper. 

By  KENNETH  WRAY  CONNERS 
In  this  perspective  book  Marjory  Zoet 
Bankson,  first  lay  president  of  Faith  at 
Work— an  ecumenical  ministry  seeking 
church  renewal  through  experiencing 
and  sharing  God’s  power— discusses  the 
types  of  friendship  needed  during  the 
various  seasons  of  a  person’s  life. 

Spring,  the  season  of  birth,  is  defined 
as  a  time  when  emphasis  is  on  “We”  and 
the  seeking  of  friendships  that  nurture 
our  growth. 

Summer  is  identified  as  the  season  of 
“I,”  when  individuality  develops  and  a 
hunger  is  felt  for  stimulation,  challenge 
and  friendships  that  support  us  in  new 
ventures  and  lifestyles. 

Autumn  is  seen  as  the  season  of  “Us,” 
when  we  move  from  independence  to  in¬ 
terdependence,  integrating  the  various 
facets  of  our  personalities  by  friendships 
drawn  from  the  larger,  more  diverse 
community. 

Winter  becomes  the  season  of  “Me,”  as 
we  turn  within  “like  hibernating  ani¬ 
mals,"  drawn  less  to  extroverted  friends 
and  more  to  those  who  respect  our  need 
for  solitude,  silence  and  reflection. 

In  discussing  these  friendships  in  the 
context  of  the  Circle  of  Seasons,  Marjory 
Bankson  narrates  imaginatively  the  bibli¬ 
cal  story  of  Naomi  and  Ruth,  attributing 
to  them  emotions  and  insights  that  flesh 
out  their  personalities  and  make  under¬ 
standable  their  changing  relationships. 


Drawing  parallels  between  these  bibli¬ 
cal  women,  the  seasons  of  her  own  life 
and  the  lives  of  friends,  she  moves  the 
reader  alternately  between  ancient 
times  and  the  present,  deftly  allowing 
the  experiences  of  women  in  very  differ¬ 
ent  eras  and  cultures  to  show  how  univer¬ 
sal  is  the  need  for  fulfilling  friendships 
at  every  stage  of  life. 

In  a  final  chapter,  the  author  relates 
the  seasons  of  friendship  with  an  aware¬ 
ness  of  God  and  how  we,  like  Naomi  and 
Ruth,  can  experience  His  presence  as  we 
look  inward,  for  guidance  or  solace,  or 
look  outward,  where  we  encounter  God’s 
presence  in  extroverted  relationships. 

The  result  is  a  sensitive  evaluation  of 
the  dimensions  of  friendship  so  impor¬ 
tant  if  we  are  able  to  become  truly  hu¬ 
man  and  aware  of  God’s  presence  in  our 
interpersonal  relations. 

At  frequent  intervals  throughout  her 
book,  Mrs.  Bankson  raises  pertinent 
questions  helpful  for  readers  whi  keep 
journals  and  who  wish  to  relate  the  nar¬ 
rative  to  their  own  experiences.  The 
questions  also  can  be  of  value  in  stimu¬ 
lating  group  discussion. 

Although  this  book  has  been  written 
for  women,  about  women  and  by  a  wom¬ 
an,  it  can  with  profit  be  read  by  many 
men,  especially  those  driven  by  a  com¬ 
pulsive  pursuit  of  power,  profits,  position 
or  prestige. 

Kenneth  Wray  Conners  is  an  author 
and  lay  theologian  who  writes  on  reli¬ 
gious  and  sociological  topics  and  lives  in 
Meadowbrook,  Pa. 


Team’s  chaplain  wins  a  letter 


History  of  Hymns 

Poem  that  arrived  by  mail 
j*ust  matched  pastor’s  tune 


Face  to  face  with  Christ,  my  Savior, 
Face  to  face — what  will  it  be, 

When  with  rapture  l  behold  him, 

Jesus  Christ  who  died  for  me. 

REFRAIN: 

Face  to  face  I  shall  behold  him. 

Far  beyond  the  starry  sky: 

Face  to  face  in  all  his  glory, 

I  shall  see  him  by  and  by! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Grant  Colfax  Tullar  was  assisting  in 
an  evangelistic  meeting  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Rutherford,  N.J.,  in 
the  fall  of  1898. 

Shortly  before  one  evening  service,  he 
composed  the  music  to  a  text  he  had 
written,  which  began,  “All  for  me  the 
Savior  suffered.” 

The  pastor  of  the  church,  the  Rev. 
Charles  L.  Mead,  sang  the  hymn  in  the 
evening  service.  The  following  morning, 

Poem  of  the  week 

The  Complete  Work 

The  ancients 

were  wiser  than  we— 

using  a  goat, 

and  pomp  and  ceremony, 

to  free  the  entire  community 

of  sin  and  guilt.  . . . 

We  take  Christ  and  salvation 

then  draw  the  cloak  of  righteousness 

about  us,  covering  also  our  eyes  with  it 

refusing  to  see 

that  those  estranged 

are  similarly 

forgiven  and  free. 

— POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 


Tullar  received  by  mail  several  poems 
from  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Breck,  a  poet,  who 
lived  in  Oregon. 

One  of  Mrs.  Breck’s  poems  was  enti¬ 
tled  “Face  to  Face,”  and,  stranger  than 
fiction,  it  fit  perfectly  the  music  Tullar 
had  written  the  night  before. 

Tullar  was  so  delighted  by  this  coinci¬ 
dence  that  he  immediately  discarded  his 
own  poem  and  replaced  it  with  Mrs. 
Breck’s.  He  published  the  song  in  a  col¬ 
lection  of  songs  in  1899. 

Carrie  E.  Breck,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
spent  her  early  years  in  New  England 
and  New  Jersey.  She,  her  husband,  Frank 
A.  Breck,  and  their  five  daughters  were 
devout  Presbyterians. 

A  prolific  poet,  Mrs.  Breck  composed 
more  than  2,000  poems.  Some  of  her  best 
known  songs  include  “Shall  I  Crucify  My 
Savior,”  “Help  Somebody  Today”  and 
"When  Love  Shines  In.” 

Tullar  was  born  in  1869,  when  Ulysses 
S.  Grant  and  Schuyler  Colfax  were  presi¬ 
dent  and  vice  president,  respectively,  of 
the  United  States.  That  accounts  for  his 
name. 

When  he  was  19,  he  was  converted  at  a 
Methodist  camp  meeting  near  Water- 
bury,  Conn.  He  was  ordained  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  ministry  and  served  as  pastor  for 
one  year  at  Dover,  Del.  He  resigned  after 
one  year  and  devoted  the  rest  of  his 
years  to  evangelistic  work. 

In  1893,  with  Isaac  H.  Meredith,  he 
founded  the  Tullar-Meredith  Publishing 
Co.  of  New  York  City  and  published  many 
collections  for  church  and  Sunday  school 
use. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"God  Moves  in  a  Mysterious  Way" 


From  News  Reports 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Sagendorf  got  a 
third  college-varsity  letterjacket  recent¬ 
ly,  almost  three  decades  after  the  Mari¬ 
etta,  Ohio,  pastor  won  his  first  two. 

The  first  two  came  to  him  as  a  member 
of  an  undefeated  Albion  (Mich.)  College 
National  Collegiate  Athletic  Association 
Division  3  championship  football  team. 

The  recent  one  was  as  chaplain  of  the 
Marietta  College  football  team. 

There’s  a  link  between  the  two. 

Mr.  Sagendorf.  pastor  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  said  part  of  the  reason 
he  works  as  chaplain  is  to  thank  his  col¬ 
lege  coach,  Morley  Frasier,  who  believed 
in  him  when  others  didn’t  and  he  even 

Activist  caucus 
adopt  Israeli 
‘refusenik’ 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 

An  Israeli  army  reservist,  whose  re¬ 
fusal  to  serve  at  a  Palestinian  detention 
camp  is  supported  by  a  United  Methodist 
caucus,  has  received  a  second  jail 
term— this  time  for  28  days. 

Angelo  Aiden,  a  40-year-old  Jerusalem 
hotel  clerk,  was  “adopted”  last  month  by 
the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Ac¬ 
tion.  That’s  when  he  was  sent  to  jail  for 
14  days  for  refusing  to  report  to  deten¬ 
tion  camp  duty  in  the  Negev  Desert. 

The  caucus,  an  unofficial  group  within 
the  denomination,  is  soliciting  funds  for 
the  reservist’s  wife  and  four  daughters  to 
help  offset  his  loss  of  pay. 

Mr.  Aiden  is  a  member  of  Yesh  Gvul,  a 
reservist  network  protesting  Israeli  poli¬ 
cies  by  refusing  to  serve  on  the  West  Bank, 
in  Gaza  or  at  the  Ansar  in  camp. 

The  Rev.  George  D.  McClain  of  Staten 
Island,  N.Y.,  who  heads  the  federation, 
told  the  Reporter  Mr.  Aiden  expects  to  be 
called  to  active  duty  again  April  30. 

Mr.  McClain  said  the  serial  call-ups 
and  jail  terms  are  a  new  Israeli  policy  to 
“crush  the  [Yesh  Gvul]  movement.” 


doubted  himself. 

"If  I  can  give  back  a  little  of  what  he 
gave  me.  I'll  be  happy,”  he  said. 

Unlike  Albion  College,  Marietta  didn't 
win  a  national  championship.  In  fact,  the 
team  won  just  two  of  10  games.  That 
doesn’t  bother  the  United  Methodist  pastor. 

"There  are  more  ways  to  serve  in  the 
midst  of  frustration  and  defeat  than 
there  are  in  victory,”  he  said. 

He  sees  his  role  as  chaplain  as  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  his  pastorate,  his  church,  an 
extension  of  Christ  himself. 

“It  may  appear  I'm  doing  it  just  for 
fun,  but  it  is  clearly  a  ministry,”  he  said. 

“I  think  it  is  very  important  that  there 
is  a  presence  of  the  church  in  intercolle¬ 


giate  athletic  competition. 

I’ve  tried  very  hard  to  keep  it  denom¬ 
inationally  neutral  and  not  to  steer  ath¬ 
letes  to  a  particular  church  but  to  steer 
them  to  the  opportunity  to  attend  church 
and  to  know  who  God  is.” 

Senior  Jim  Rearic,  a  team  captain, 
said,  “I  went  to  church  because  I  knew 
he  cared.  If  they  gave  out  an  All-Ameri¬ 
can  for  chaplains,  he  should  get  it.” 

Mr  Sagendorf  said,  “The  real  test  of 
athletics  is  what  the  students  do  in  life — 
how  they  live;  how  they  serve;  how  they 
handle  adversity  and  challenge  in  the 
years  to  come. 

“I  hope  they  will  have  learned  a  lot 
about  how  to  deal  with  life.  I  know  I  did.” 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  MARIETTA  COLLEGE 

MARIETTA,  Ohio  —  Marietta  College  head  football  coach  Mike 
Schonewolf  (right)  presents  a  letter  jacket  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Sagendorf, 
senior  pastor  of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in  Marietta.  Mr.  Sagendorf 
“won”  the  jacket  this  year  for  his  work  as  chaplain  of  the  college  football 
team. 
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FISCAL  REFORM  —  The  Constitutional 
Amendment  Summary  By  Senator  Randy  Ewing 

The  Louisiana  Legislature  gave  approval  to 
Governor  Roemer’s  proposed  fiscal  reform  plan. 

The  plan  will  now  be  voted  on  by  all  of  us  on  April 
29.  Below  is  an  outline  of  the  plan: 

L  Purpose: 

A.  To  provide  adequate  and  reliable  funds  to 
pay  for  state  government  with  minimum 
burden  to  the  people. 

B.  To  create  more  jobs  by  improving  the  climate 
for  business  development  and  expansion. 

C.  To  build  a  road  system  that  will  tie  our  state 
together,  as  well  as  tie  Louisiana  to  the  rest 
of  the  nation. 

II.  How  Will  These  Purposes  Be  Accomplished? 

A.  Stabilize  State  Government: 

1.  By  cutting  an  additional  475  million  from  the 
budget  over  the  next  three  years.  (This  cut, 
added  to  the  447  million  in  cuts  being  made 
this  year,  will  amount  to  nearly  one  billion 
dollars  in  cuts  made  by  the  Roemer 
Administration  and  by  the  Legislature.) 

2.  By  broadening  the  tax  base  with  some 
increase  on  taxes  on  income  (primarily  on 
higher  income  individuals),  license  plates, 
cigarettes,  alcohol,  and  by  assessing  the 
value  rather  than  the  volume  of  natural  gas. 

3.  By  placing  safeguards  in  the  constitution 
that  prevent  excessive  spending  and 
uncontrolled  growth  of  state  government. 

B.  Job  Creation 

1.  Lower  corporate  income  tax  rate  from  8% 
to  6%. 

2.  Reduce  corporate  franchise  taxes. 

3.  Allow  state  sales  tax  exemptions  on  some 
equipment  purchases. 

C.  Road  Construction 

1.  Constitutionally  dedicate  the  money 
presently  being  collected  on  gasoline  to 
road  construction  —  with  40  million  being 
available  for  parish  roads. 

2.  Substitute  a  4-cent  excise  tax  for  the 
current  3-cent  sales  tax  on  gasoline  to 
build  a  4-lane  road  system. 

DON’T  FORGET  TO  VOTE  APRIL  29  - 
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Gov.  Buddy  Roemer  to  Address 
Centenary  Graduates 


Approximately  174  graduating  seniors,  53  graduate  students,  along  with  thousands 
of  guests,  will  be  on  hand  to  hear  Louisiana  Governor  Buddy  Roemer  present  the  key¬ 
note  address  at  Centenary  College’s  164th  Baccalaureate  and  Commencement  Exer¬ 
cises  Saturday,  May  6  at  2:30  p.m.  in  the  College’s  Gold  Dome. 

A  Shreveport  native  and  father  of  Centenary  alumna  Caroline  Roemer,  Governor 
Roemer  served  four  terms  in  Congress  as  Louisiana’s  representative  from  the  4th 
Congressional  District  before  his  election  to  the  state’s  highest  position. 

During  the  commencement  exercises,  Centenary  College  President  Donald  Webb 
and  Dean  of  the  College  Dorothy  Gwin  will  award  the  governor  the  honorary  Doctor 
of  Laws  degree. 

Paul  Robert  Davis  of  Shreveport  will  also  receive  the  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws 
degree.  Alfred  L.  Norris  of  Atlanta  will  receive  the  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree. 


Alaska  Workcamp  ',89  Scheduled 

The  Alaska  Workcamp  1989,  sponsored  by  the  Ruston  District  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  First  UMC,  Winnfield,  is  set  for  June  24  to  July  7  in  Nome,  Alaska. 

Projects  include  insulating  a  large  “modified  A-frame”  United  Methodist  Church, 
repairing  and  replacing  the  floor  of  the  Community  Youth  Center,  and  remodeling 
and  repairing  a  house  to  be  used  by  long  term  volunteer  workers.  Classes  and  work¬ 
shops  will  be  conducted  for  parents,  youth,  and  children  in  Nome  on  family  living  and 
problems  of  youth. 

Adults,  college  students,  and  senior  citizens,  as  well  as  builders,  carpenters,  and 
handymen  are  needed  for  the  workcamp. 

For  further  information,  details,  and  applications  contact  the  Ruston  District  Alas¬ 
ka  Workcamp,  P.O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  LA  71270-0929.  Deadline  for  applications  is  May 
15.  Committee  chairman  is  Rev.  Steve  Caraway  of  First  UMC,  Winnfield.  Project 
leader  is  Rev.  Augie  Aamodt  of  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 


Lea  Joyner’s  Ministry 
In  the  Gap 


GATHERED  FOR  CELEBRATION  —  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria,  re¬ 
cently  celebrated  the  10th  anniversary  of  its  new  Sanctuary.  The  choir  sang  the 
same  anthem,  “Let  Heavenly  Music  Fill  This  Place,”  which  was  sung  on  the  Sunday 
that  the  Sanctuary  was  consecrated  10  years  ago.  Charter  members  and  all  building 
committee  members  were  recognized  in  the  service  of  worship.  Pictured  are  Char¬ 
ter  members  who  are  now  members.  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  was  organized  June  17, 
1956  and  on  Charter  Day,  December  30, 1956,  there  were  96  members.  The  Reverend 
Terral  T.  Lowe  is  pastor. 


Guest  Speaker  Outlines 
Gambling  Study 


I  have  just  finished  reading  a  book  entitled  Standing  In  the  Gap  by  Harry 
Hale  Jr.  It’s  the  life  of  The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  the  first  woman  minister  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  and  one  of  the  first  of  our  denomination.  She  was 
ordained  in  1939  in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  before  union  of  the  three 
branches  of  Methodism. 


While  I  never  met  Lea,  I  know  her  well.  Mr.  Hale  introduced  her  to  me,  and 
I  feel  I  know  her  spirit. 


She  was  faithful  to  Jesus  Christ.  Her  whole  life  was  given  to  her  Lord. 
She  lived  her  faith. 


She  was  a  true  minister.  Her  whole  life  was  given  to  Jesus  Christ  in 
service  to  others.  Her  call  to  ministry  was  validated  in  her  preaching, 
pastoral  care,  and  administration. 


She  was  a  committed  Methodist.  She  once  chastised  a  Sunday  School 
teacher  who  was  not  using  Methodist  literature.  She  told  the  teacher 
“This  is  a  Methodist  Church.  I  am  a  Methodist  preacher.  You  are  a 
Methodist  teacher.  Your  class  is  a  Methodist  class.  Let’s  keep  it  Meth¬ 
odist!” 


As  I  read  Standing  In  the  Gap  I  realized  that  Lea  was  a  true  pioneer.  Yet, 
the  battle  for  affirmation  of  women  in  ministry  has  not  been  won.  Pastor- 
Parish  Relations  Committees  still  find  ways  of  letting  the  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  know  “we  are  not  ready  for  a  woman  minister.” 


The  longer  I  struggle  with  the  nature  of  ministry,  the  more  I  realize  that: 


If  God  calls  women  into  ministry, 

If  women  have  the  gifts  and  grace  for  ordained  ministry, 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  ordains  women  into  ministry, 


Then  there  is  no  place  in  our  denomination  for  unjust  barriers  and  discrimina¬ 
tory  walls.  Our  Discipline  reads  that  appointments  shall  be  made  without  regard 
to  race,  sex,  and  age. 


After  reading  the  life  and  ministry  of  Lea  Joyner,  I  even  more  fully  affirm 
the  wisdom  of  our  Discipline  and  the  policy  of  our  denomination. 


BUILDING  FOR  TOMORROW  -  North  Highlands  UMC  in  Shreveport  recently 
began  a  renovation  and  building  program.  At  a  cost  of  approximately  $350,000,  the 
project  is  divided  into  the  renovation  of  the  Sanctuary,  the  building  of  a  new  Family 
Life  Center,  the  enlarging  of  the  choir  room,  and  the  renovation  of  the  education  and 
office  building.  Shown  are  members  of  the  building  committee.  L.  to  r.  are:  (back 
row)  Rev.  Tom  Logan,  District  Superintendent  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton,  and  Mitch  Tim¬ 
mons.  Front  row  1.  to  r.  are:  Jim  Thompson,  Kinney  Brookings,  Dot  Barnard,  Lois 
Hitt,  Judy  Gregory,  and  Chuck  Strickland.  Not  pictured  is  Gary  Eddy. 


Bill  Lynch,  Inspector  General  with  the  governor’s  office,  speaks  to  members  of 
the  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  regarding  a  study  on  gambling  activities  in  the 
state. 


In  addition  to  budget  problems  the 
state  is  currently  experiencing,  another 
concern  of  the  Roemer  Administration  is 
gambling  activities  within  the  state  of 
Louisiana. 

Due  to  the  interest  and  concern,  a 
committee  was  formed  to  study  and  ex¬ 
amine  the  situation.  Bill  Lynch,  Inspec-  » 
tor  General  with  the  governor’s  office 
was  on  hand  for  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Legislative  Liaison  Committee. 

Lynch  said  that  there  has  been  some 
controversy  as  to  whether  the  Attorney 
General’s  Office  or  the  State  Police 
should  have  jurisdiction  on  gambling  ac¬ 
tivities.  He  said  widespread  allegations 
have  surfaced  by  people  through  the  At¬ 
torney  General’s  Office  that  corruption 
was  going  on. 

“The  study  was  to  find  out  what’s 
there,  what  was  going  on,  and  what 
should  the  administration  do,”  said 
Lynch.  “This  study  took  a  great  deal 
longer  than  we  anticipated,  almost  a 
year  to  put  the  report  together,”  he  said. 

Lynch  added  that  through  the  thorough 
study,  the  committee  concluded  that  the 


amount  of  gambling  in  the  state  is  exten¬ 
sive  and  the  amount  being  proposed  was 
extremely  enormous.  For  this  reason, 
Lynch  said  that  committee  members 
were  obligated  to  sit  down  and  deter¬ 
mine  what  type  of  plan  to  devise.  The 
committee  recommended  to  Governor 
Roemer  that  he  commit  his  administra¬ 
tion  to  the  opposing  of  the  extension  of 
existing  forms  of  gambling,  as  well  as 
the  expansion  of  any  other  types  of  gam¬ 
bling. 

The  committee  made  three  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  governor:  1)  To  look  at 
the  structure  of  the  law  as  it  is  today,  see 
how  it  was  set  up,  and  force  those  pro¬ 
moting  gambling  to  do  so  with  constitu¬ 
tional  amendments.  2)  To  set  up  a  central 
authority  to  oversee  and  supervise  gam¬ 
bling  activities.  3)  To  transfer  legisla¬ 
tion  of  operations  to  the  State  Police. 

Lynch  said  that  all  of  this  may  come 
to  pass,  but  what  this  committee  has 
done  is  take  the  first  step.  “We  want  to 
figure  out  where  we  want  to  go;  we  want 
to  do  something  by  controlling  gambling 
in  the  state.” 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 
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Centenary  College  has  been  chosen  as 
the  1989  FREEDOM  SHRINE  recipient 
by  the  Exchange  Club  of  Shreveport.  A 
noon  dedication  ceremony  and  luncheon 
will  be  held  at  Centenary  on  Monday, 
May  1.  Mrs.  Virginia  K.  Shehee  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker.  The  FREEDOM 
SHRINE  is  a  permanent  display  of  exact 
reproductions  of  28  important  docu¬ 
ments  in  our  nation’s  history.  Bynum 
Commons  South  has  been  selected  by 
Centenary  officials  as  the  FREEDOM 
SHRINE  site.  The  Exchange  Club  of 
Shreveport,  as  part  of  its  25th  anniversa¬ 
ry  celebration,  recently  established  a 
FREEDOM  SHRINE  Endowment  Fund 
to  ensure  the  long-term  continuation  of 
this  project  locally. 

*  *  • 

Four  members  of  the  Sanctuary  Choir 
of  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  be 
featured  on  WAFB  Channel  9  singing  in  a 
commercial  for  the  Volunteer  Connec¬ 
tion  which  is  a  new  service.  Congratula¬ 
tions  on  a  job  well  done!  Rev.  Kenneth 


Fisher  is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Allen  N.  Pomeroy  has  received  a 
Knowles  Award  for  studies  towards  the 
Master  of  Divinity  degree  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas.  The  son  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  of  Shreveport, 
and  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Geor- 
geanne,  Allen  expects  to  complete  stud¬ 
ies  during  the  next  three  years.  Knowles 
Awards  are  scholarships  made  available 
through  the  United  Methodist  Church  for 
outstanding  United  Methodist  students  at 
Perkins. 

A  cast  and  crew  of  more  than  50  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  of  Vivian  UMC 
worked  diligently  to  present  a  moving 
drama  reenacting  certain  scenes  from 
Passion  Week  events  in  the  church  sanc¬ 
tuary  on  Palm  Sunday.  Combined  efforts 
of  everyone  involved  made  the  event  a 
complete  success.  Those  directly  in¬ 
volved  with  the  drama  and  those  who 


came  to  observe  appeared  to  have  been 
touched  and  blessed  by  sharing  in  the 
resurrection  experience.  A  special  and 
heartfelt  thanks  go  to  Judy  Willis  and 
Rev.  Terry  Willis.  Their  ideas  and  en¬ 
couragement  are  greatly  appreciated. 
Rev.  Terry  Willis  is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

Francis  Asbury  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
will  have  a  “Cajun  Camp  Meeting  and 
Crawfish  Dinner-on-the-Grounds  Sunday, 
April  30  at  11  a.m.  An  informal  worship 
service,  which  will  include  special  gospel 
music  and  lots  of  old-fashioned  hymns. 
The  sermon  by  Rev.  Kathy  Schaffhauser, 
pastor  will  be  held  on  the  lawn.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  service,  boiled  crawfish  will  be 
sold  by  the  UM  Men’s  Fellowship  and 
soft  drinks  will  be  sold  by  the  youth. 

*  •  * 

Construction  has  recently  begun  on  the 
new  swimming  pool  for  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans.  The  Variety  Club 
of  New  Orleans,  Tent  45,  made  the  dona¬ 
tion  in  January.  The  Variety  Club  sup- 
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ports  projects  for  children  in  the  New 
Orleans  area.  Swimming  will  provide 
therapeutic  treatment  and  recreational 
activities  for  the  children.  In  the  past, 
pools  in  New  Orleans  have  been  closed 
due  to  financial  reasons.  Often  it  was  dif¬ 
ficult  to  schedule  time  at  the  pools  and 
sometimes  when  the  children  arrived, 
the  pool  had  been  vandalized  and  was 
closed.  Now  the  children  will  have  a  reg¬ 
ular  schedule  they  can  depend  on.  The  in¬ 
volved  with  the  Methodist  Home  know 
they  are  fortunate  to  have  the  interest  of 
such  a  wonderful  club. 

*  *  * 

Jordan  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  held  its  an¬ 
nual  Good  Friday  Service  conducted  by 
Rev.  Clarence  Hillard  and  Rev.  W.  C.  Au¬ 
gust.  Also  present  was  Bishop  William 
Oden.  Bishop  Oden  participated  as  one  of 
the  ministers  for  the  Last  Seven  Words. 
Other  participants  were:  Rev.  Roger 
Lathan,  Rev.  Earnest  Scott,  Rev.  Rol> 
ert  Williams,  Rev.  Charles  Thomas,  Rev. 
Donald  Avery,  and  Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher. 


Adolescent  Programs 
Discussed  at  Recent  Meeting 


Present  during  a  recent  Legislative  Li¬ 
aison  Committee  meeting  was  Rev.  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Irvine,  Executive  Director  of 
Louisiana  CrossLines.  Rev.  Irvine’s  pre¬ 
sentation  included  startling  statistics  re¬ 
garding  adolescent  pregnancies  some 
already  known. 

“In  1987,  16.8%  of  all  births  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  were  to  teenagers  under  the  age  of 
18;  two  thirds  of  those  teen  mothers  were 
not  married,"  said  Irvine.  “The  problem 
is  not  simply  a  moral  one;  it’s  a  health 
one,  an  educational  one;  it’s  a  financial 
one,”  she  added. 

Eighty  percent  of  teenage  mothers 
will  not  complete  their  high  school  edu¬ 
cation.  When  speaking  of  teenage  fa¬ 
thers,  Irvine  said  that  40%  will  not  finish 
high  school.  She  also  stated  that  children 
of  teenage  mothers  generally  have  much 
lower  scores  on  intelligence  tests  and  ex¬ 
perience  poor  school  performance. 


Irvine  stressed  that  the  issue  is  not 
just  pregnancy  prevention,  but  also  the 
services  provided  so  that  they  (the  teen¬ 
age  mothers)  do  not  become  parents 
again  before  the  age  of  18.  There  is  a 
need  not  just  for  education,  but  for  the 
support  services  that  go  into  the  charity 
hospitals,  public  health  units,  and  school 
systems.  Irvine  said  that  the  state  does 
not  focus  on  adolescents  as  a  group. 

She  said  that  it  is  important  to  develop  a 
statewide  comprehensive  coordinating 
plan.  Providing  means  of  prevention 
should  also  be  stressed.  Those  include:  1) 
Teaching  abstinence  as  a  primary  meth¬ 
od;  2)  Develop  family  planning  services; 
and  3)  Preventing  negative  consequences 
of  teen  pregnancies. 

For  teens  who  do  become  pregnant, 
said  Irvine,  pre-natal  care  is  vital,  as 
well  as  parental  education.  This,  she 
said,  will  reduce  neglect.  She  said  that 
these  ideas  are  being  looked  into. 


Rev.  Elizabeth  Irvine  discusses  adolescent  statistics  with  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee. 


First  Thursday  in  May 


National  Day  of  Prayer  May  4 


On  May  4,  the  thirty-seventh  consecu¬ 
tive  observance  of  the  National  Day  of 
Prayer  will  reach  into  cities  and  towns 
throughout  the  United  States.  According 
to  Chairman  Mrs.  Bill  Bright  and  Co- 
Chairman  Mr.  Pat  Boone,  this  year 
marks  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  for  the 
National  Day  of  Prayer  whose  origins 
date  back  to  the  first  Continental  Con¬ 
gress. 

Stated  in  a  letter  from  the  National 
Day  of  Prayer  Task  Force  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Prayer  Committee,  a  bipartisan  coali¬ 
tion  in  Congress  last  year  passed 
legislation  to  give  this  special  day  the 
honor  of  its  own  permanent  date  on  the 
nation’s  calendar,  the  first  Thursday  of 
May. 

United  Methodists,  as  well  as  all 
Americans,  are  encouraged  to  join  to¬ 
gether  again  to  affirm  our  spiritual  roots 
and  seek  God’s  blessing  for  our  land. 

This  commemorative  day  has  proved 
both  an  increasingly  powerful  display  of 
the  spontaneous  diversity  of  religious  ex¬ 
pression  in  our  country,  and  an  annual 
moment  for  Americans  of  faith  to  affirm 
together  the  higher  dimension  and  pur¬ 
pose  to  their  lives  and  to  our  unique  “na¬ 
tional  experiment.” 


‘A  Celebration  of  Life’ 

Pendleton  to  Participate  in 
National  Cancer  Survivors  Day 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  and  the  Methodist  Cancer  Center  will 
join  hundreds  of  facilities  across  the  country  to  participate  in  the  Second  Annual  Na¬ 
tional  Cancer  Survivors  Day  to  be  held  Sunday,  April  30th  from  1:00  p.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 

Methodist  will  be  the  only  hospital  in  New  Orleans  to  participate  in  this  nation¬ 
wide  celebration.  The  event  is  sponsored  by  Wellspring,  Methodist  Hospital’s  health 
education  department,  and  the  American  Cancer  Society  in  cooperation  with  COP¬ 
ING  Magazine. 

Themed  “A  Celebration  of  Life,”  National  Cancer  Survivors  Day  marks  the  second 
annual  event  that  cancer  survivors  throughout  America  will  join  together  to  share 
their  victory  with  family,  friends  and  health  professionals,  and  give  hope  to  those 
still  fighting  the  disease. 

There  will  be  testimonials  by  cancer  survivors.  Special  recognition  will  also  be  giv¬ 
en  to  “caregivers”  such  as  physicians  and  nurses.  Cancer  survivors  and  family  mem¬ 
bers  are  invited. 


Notice 

A  meeting  for  all  local  pastors  and  associate  members  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  take  place  Saturday,  April  29  at  2:30  p.m.  at  Neely  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Guest  speaker  for  the  event  will  be  Bishop  William  B.  Oden.  For  further 
information  contact  Rev.  Jay  Daigle,  (504  )  622-1695  or  Rev.  Darryl  Tate, 
(318)  738-5519. 


The  combined  choirs  of  the  churches  pro¬ 
vided  music  for  the  occasion.  Following 
the  service,  a  fellowship  meal  was 
served.  Prior  to  the  Good  Friday  service, 
Lenten  Bible  studies  were  held  each 
Thursday  evening.  Revival  was  conduct¬ 
ed  by  Rev.  Clarence  Hillard  with  Rev. 
Kenneth  Fisher  of  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  as  guest  evangelist.  These  ser¬ 
vices  proved  to  be  inspirational  and  were 


enjoyed  by  all  who  attended.  Rev.  Clar¬ 
ence  Hillard  is  pastor. 


“AMERICA’S  CHILDREN:  Poorest  in 
a  land  of  plenty,”  will  be  broadcast  on 
NBC-TV  Sunday,  May  14,  1989  at  1  p.m. 
EDT.  The  program  is  closed  caption. 
Check  local  listings  for  exact  time 
and  date. 
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Smoke  signals:  Readers  hit  tobacco ,  advise  compassion 


Because  we  believe  in  the  Scriptures 
and  their  teaching  that  our  bodies  are 
temples  of  God,  we  should  be  more  vo¬ 
cal  about  our  stand  on  smoking. 

Besides,  we  need  healthier  United 
Methodists. 

But  we  have  to  be  clear  that  smokers 
are  welcomed  and  loved  the  same  way 
non-smokers  are. 

Esther  Natividad 
Brawley,  California 
•  *  • 

Should  we  be  more  vocal  about  op¬ 
posing  the  use  of  tobacco?  Absolutely! 
But  will  we  be  more  vocal  in  holy  bold¬ 
ness  to  stand  firm— even  to  the  point  of 
division  within  the  church? 

It’s  easy  to  protest  something  that  is 
not  close  at  home,  like  apartheid  or  nu¬ 
clear  war,  because  the  “enemy”  is  not 
in  the  church.  But  with  users  and  pro¬ 
ducers  of  tobacco  being  an  integral  part 
of  the  church,  will  we  take  a  stand? 

Richard  E.  Held 
Middlesboro,  Kentucky 

As  a  smoker  trying  to  quit,  I  need  the 
spiritually  uplifting  messages  I  read  in 
the  Reporter  and  your  prayers— not 
more  condemnation. 

By  the  grace  of  God,  I  shall  someday 
be  among  the  non-smokers.  I  pray  that 
I  shall  never  condemn  my  fellow  Chris¬ 
tians  because  they  happen  to  smoke. 

Neva  Jent 

Midwest  City,  Oklahoma 
•  *  * 

If  our  churches  do  not  speak  up 
against  the  ills  in  our  society,  how  can 
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A  Religious  News  Service  report  has  stated  that  most  churches  in  re¬ 
cent  years  have  not  treated  tobacco’s  health  hazards  with  the  same  ur¬ 
gency  as  issues  9uch  as  apartheid  or  the  threat  of  nuclear  war.  That 
prompted  us  to  ask  our  readers  the  following  question:  Should  we  as 
Christians  be  more  vocal  in  our  opposition  to  tobacco  use?  Why  or  why 
not  (see  UMR,  April  7)?  Here  is  a  sampling  of  your  responses. 


we  expect  anyone  else  to? 

Etta  M.  Eley 
Carey,  Ohio 

•  •  • 

I  was  rather  shocked  that  this  issue 
was  placed  alongside  South  African 
apartheid  and  nuclear  war,  notwith¬ 
standing  that  smoking,  according  to  the 


1985  report,  killed  390,000  Americans. 

I  wondered  how  many  of  those  390,000 
also  abused  their  bodies  in  other  ways 
or  how  many  non-smokers  do.  How 
many  over  eat,  drink  too  much  coffee, 
soft  drinks,  you  name  it?  We  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  badger  those  who  use  tobacco 
or  follow  other  lifestyles  that  we  have 


not  followed.  Please,  let’s  not  get  too  vo¬ 
cal,  or  we’ll  appear  to  be  pharisaic. 

Mae  H.  Bailey 

Truth  or  Consequences,  New  Mexico 

•  •  • 

I  believe  that  Christians  must  speak 
out  against  the  use  of  tobacco  and  try 
to  persuade  those  who  have  not  yet 
started  to,  use  it  not  to  start  and  to  help 
those  who  have  the  habit  to  quit. 

Frank  Dwyer 
Dazey,  North  Dakota 

Do  you  really  think  it  would  make 
any  difference  to  a  smoker  if  pastors 
were  more  vocal  about  tobacco? 

If  the  U.S.  surgeon  general  said  in 
1985  that  smoking  killed  390,000  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  smokers  ignored  him,  knowing 
that  their  body  is  a  temple  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  why  do  you  think  pastors’  ad¬ 
dressing  it  would  make  any  difference? 

Jane  Blount 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Yes,  we  definitely  should  be  more  vocal 
in  our  opposition  to  tobacco  use  because 
the  noxious  fumes  are  harmful  to  non- 
smokers  as  well  as  to  addicted  smokers. 

When  speaking  to  teen-agers,  per¬ 
haps  we  could  stress  that  smokers 
smell  bad  and  look  bad  (with  yellow 
fingers  and  tough-looking  skin).  They 
can’t  think  ahead  20  years  when  their 
bodies  will  begin  to  show  the  effects  of 
their  foolish  habit. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Hammond 
Worchester,  Massachusetts 


There  is  no  need  to  be  more  vocal  in 
opposition  to  tobacco  use.  How  about 
being  more  vocal  in  stressing  the  im¬ 
portance  and  reward  in  living  a  good 
clean  life? 

Please  don’t  make  any  rules  or  set 
out  what  you  will  not  tolerate.  People 
need  an  all-accepting  church. 

Anne  Bruce  Spellings 
Houston,  Texas 
•  *  • 

Can  there  be  any  doubt  that  we  should 
be  more  vocal  about  opposition  to  the  use 
of  tobacco?  How  can  we  justify  a  habit 
that  dilutes  the  quality  of  life  for  both  the 
user  and  his  victim,  the  innocent  bystand¬ 
er  who  must  suffer  also  from  his  habit? 

Charlotte  Murphy 
Denver,  Colorado 

A  church  that  fancies  itself  in  the 
world  and  daring  to  face  the  tragic  ter¬ 
rors  of  modern-day  living  should  risk  of¬ 
fending  its  smoking  members— even  the 
big  donors— by  declaring  its  churches 
and  urging  its  hospitals  to  become 
smoke  free,  with  no  smoking  allowed  on 
the  premises. 

Just  as  Christians  get  a  second 
chance  before  God  through  Jesus 
Christ,  as  a  church  we  must  give  smok¬ 
ers  a  second  chance  at  life  and  health 
by  helping  them  to  kick  the  habit  as 
part  of  our  ministry. 

Joyce  D.  Hopkins 
Dallas,  Texas 

•  •  • 

Would  a  Christian  ever  intentionally 
harm  any  individual?  With  the  knowl¬ 


edge  that  we  have  today,  many  Chris¬ 
tians  are  doing  just  that  not  only  to 
themselves  but  also  to  others. 

With  the  attitude  “I  can  do  what  I 
want  in  my  own  home,”  harm  is  inflict¬ 
ed  on  anyone  who  is  invited  to  visit  in 
that  home. 

Furthermore,  a  smoker  is  harming 
anyone  who  enters  a  restaurant,  meeting 
room  or  social  affair.  Non-smokers  are 
being  deprived  of  many  aspects  of  a  good 
life  by  the  insensitivity  of  smokers. 

Mildred  George 
Bradenton,  Florida 
•  *  • 

Yes,  our  church  should  be  more  vocal 
on  the  health  hazards  of  tobacco.  I  have 
conducted  the  funerals  of  more  per¬ 
sons,  heavy  users  of  tobacco,  who  died 
prematurely,  than  any  other  reason  for 
premature  death. 

It  is  a  criminal  blight  upon  our  soci¬ 
ety  that  the  tobacco  industry  is  able  to 
exploit,  at  enormous  cost,  the  people  of 
this  nation. 

W.  Davis  Lewis 
Pigeon  Forge,  Tennessee 

•  *  * 

It’s  reasonable  to  believe  that  Jesus 
would  not  have  any  less  concern  for  the 
lungs  than  He  would  have  for  blinded 
eyes,  leprous  skin  or  lame  legs.  He  came 
that  we  may  have  life  more  abundantly. 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  church 
to  inform  the  world  about  the  God  of 
our  bodies  and  our  responsibility  to 
Him  as  well  as  to  ourselves. 

David  L.  Monk 
Muskogee,  Oklahoma 


A  sound  approach  to  social  witness 

Social  involvement  by  church  groups  of  a  distinctly  Christian  focus.  Such  ef- 


sometimes  appears  more  rooted  more  in 
secular  than  in  faith-based  motives. 

As  a  result,  many  Christians  are  con¬ 
fused  or  turned  off  by  their  leaders’  calls 
to  social-justice  efforts  such  as  political 
lobbying  and  economic  boycotts. 

In  light  of  that  reality,  a  recently- 
formed  “biblical  and  theological  re¬ 
sources"  committee  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  is  good 
news  (see  UMR,  April  21). 

According  to  Bishop  Sharon  Brown 
Christopher  (Minnesota  Area),  who 
chairs  the  committee,  its  purpose  is  to 
promote  biblical  and  theological  reflec¬ 
tion  by  the  social  action  agency  and 
across  the  church. 

“We  as  a  church  need  to  be  analyzing 
and  defining  our  culture  in  the  light  of 
Gospel  reality,”  Bishop  Christopher  said. 
That  way,  she  said.  United  Methodists 
can  achieve  “clarity”  about  their 
church’s  efforts  to  promote  social  jus¬ 
tice. 

We  agree — and  then  some. 

Well-meaning  efforts  to  promote  so¬ 
cial  justice  can  get  bogged  down  by  lack 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  700  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  Riviera  United  Methodist  Church 
in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  (Florida  Confer¬ 
ence). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to  the 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Reporter.  These  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  general 
religious  news  and  opinion  and  are 
mailed  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 
homes  of  all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you 
find  your  new  church  paper  interesting 
and  informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  and  opinion  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 
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forts  are  open  to  the  suspicion— and  ac¬ 
tuality— of  the  church  being  used  to 
promote  a  political  or  ideological  agenda. 

When  such  suspicions  arise,  the  debate 
typically  shifts  from  the  question,  "How 
can  we  best  live  out  the  Gospel?,”  to 
"Whose  side  are  you  really  on?” 

Such  divisiveness  within  the  communi¬ 
ty  of  faith— and  vulnerability  to  co-opt¬ 
ing  by  forces  outside  the  church— could 
be  reduced  by  a  clearer  fix  on  how  bibli¬ 
cal  teachings  and  Christian  tradition  re¬ 
late  to  our  proposed  forms  of  social 
witness. 

Getting  such  clarity  isn’t  a  panacea. 

Nor  is  it  always  possible  to  determine 
from  Scripture  or  tradition  a  definitive 
“Christian  answer”  to  complex  issues  of 
the  20th  century.  Equally  committed 
Christians  can  differ  in  their  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  biblical  mandate. 

However,  grappling  with  biblical  teach¬ 
ings  and  the  witness  of  Christians  through 
the  ages  is  the  best  way  we  know  for  mod¬ 
em  followers  of  Christ  to  illuminate  the  dif¬ 
ficult  dilemmas  of  our  time,  including 
struggles  worldwide  for  social  justice. 

Furthermore,  when  we  share  such  grap¬ 
pling  with  those  of  differing  views,  we  dem¬ 
onstrate  that  our  unity  in  Christ  transcends 
our  stance  on  any  particular  issue. 

We  commend  directors  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  for  promot¬ 
ing  biblical  and  theological  reflection 
among  themselves  and  across  the  church 
on  our  church’s  social  witness. 

Others  of  us  should  take  concrete  steps  _ 

to  follow  their  lead— at  the  local  church,  |  ~ 
district  and  annual  conference  levels.  1  ^ 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


$OME  NEW  PEOPLE 
HAVE  M0VEP  IN 
VOWS  THE  STREET 


I  SHOULd  60 
/NV/TE  THEM  TO 
CHURCH,  BUT  I 
HAi/f  TJ20OSIE  TALK¬ 
ING  TO  $OME$OOi 
1  "OON'T  KJJCV/ 


My  Witness 

I  wish  I’d  passed  peace  to  Jereme 


By  WESLEY  F.  STEVENS 

He  was  such  a  small  boy,  seated  on  the 
aisle  of  the  first  pew  on  the  left  as  I  pre¬ 
pared  to  pass  the  HPS 
peace,  that  I  over- 
looked  him. 

It  wasn’t  that  I 
didn't  see  him.  I  did. 

But  I  felt  uncomfort¬ 
able  saying  to  him, 

"The  peace  of  Christ 
be  with  you.” 

I  wasn't  sure,  I  Wesley  Stevens 
suppose,  that  he  would  know  what  to  do 
with  it— to  pass  it  on,  that  is— because 
that  was  what  the  people  on  the  aisle 
were  supposed  to  do  with  my  greeting. 

So,  I  overlooked  Jereme  as  I  extended 
my  hand  to  his  father.  I  may  have 
touched  Jereme.  I  don’t  remember  for 
sure.  But  in  not  acknowledging  him  in  a 
proper  manner,  I  made  an  unfortunate 
mistake. 

I  was  a  guest  preacher.  The  pastor  had 
called  to  ask  if  I  could  fill  the  pulpit  for 
the  two  morning  worship  services  since 
he  was  recuperating  from  pneumonia. 

In  my  special  appointment  as  a  retire¬ 
ment  home  administrator,  I  have  the 
freedom  to  make  my  assistance  avail¬ 
able  in  such  instances.  The  thrust  of  my 
ministry  is  being  an  advocate  for  the  el¬ 
derly. 

How  many  times  have  I  spoken 
against  overlooking  those  in  wheelchairs 
or  confined  to  nursing  beds?  How  many 
times  have  I  spoken  against  the  walls 
that  divide  us  as  human  beings? 

How  many  times  have  I  nodded  with 


approval  when  hearing  about  or  reading 
about  victories  that  have  been  won  by 
the  handicapped,  the  elderly,  women  or 
oppressed  minorities? 

And  now,  of  all  people,  I  suddenly  find 
myself  repeating  the  words,  “Let  the 
children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.” 

I  was  greeting  the  people  following  the 
service  of  worship,  feeling  good  about 
the  comments  they  made,  satisfied  with 
the  sermon  I  had  preached,  totally  un¬ 
aware  that  I  had  done  something  wrong. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  line  of  depart¬ 
ing  worshipers,  I  suddenly  was  looking 
down  into  the  blue  eyes  of  a  small  boy. 
His  father  was  with  him,  and  his  father 
said  something  to  me  that  was  greatly 
troubling. 

He  explained  that  I  had  not  offered  the 
peace  to  Jereme.  “Jereme,”  he  said, 
"looks  forward  to  passing  it  on  to  us  each 
Sunday.” 

I  knelt  down  in  front  of  Jereme  so  that 
my  eyes  were  level  with- his.  A  look  of 
disappointment  was  on  his  face.  It  was 
as  if  he  couldn’t  understand  why  I  had 
left  him  out. 

I  apologized  to  him  in  the  best  way  that  I 
could.  I  thought  of  how  easy  it  is  for  us  to 
pass  right  on  by  without  seeing  and  miss 
some  of  the  best  opportunities  for  ministry. 

O  God,  may  we  not  be  found  unaware  of 
those  like  Jereme  who  look  to  us,  with 
such  beautifully  innocent  trust,  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance.  Thank  you  for  reminding  us, 
through  them,  that  we  must  sometimes  be 
brought  low  for  your  truth  to  be  revealed. 


The  Rev.  Wesley  F.  Stevens  lives  in 
Houston.  Texas.  Mr.  Stevens  is  a  ministe¬ 
rial  member  of  the  Texas  conference  on 
special  appointment  to  the  Holly  Hall 
Retirement  Community  in  Houston. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Let  your  light  so  shine  before 
men,  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works  and  give  glory  to  your  father 
who  is  in  heaven.” 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  James  4:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  30 
Monday:  Psalm  67 
Tuesday:  Acts  15:1-21  22-29 
Wednesday:  Acts  15:22-29 
Thursday:  John  14:1-22 
Friday:  John  14:23-29 
Saturday:  Revelation  21:10-21 
Sunday:  Revelation  21:22-27 


Are  the  bishops  naive  about  Nicaragua? 


To  the  Editor: 

The  following  is  in  response  to  the  April 
7  “Here  I  Stand”  by  Tom  Wright  headlined, 
"Who  do  UMs  support  in  Nicaragua?” 

Let’s  remember  that  U.S.  troops  occu¬ 
pied  Nicaragua  several  times  in  the  first 
quarter  of  this  century  and  that  Cesar 
Sandino  became  a  national  hero  fighting 
against  the  U.S.  occupation.  During  those 
years,  U.S.  forces  established  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  National  Guard  and  trained  Gen. 
Anastasio  Somoza  to  head  it. 

While  he  ran  the  country  as  his  person¬ 
al  plantation,  our  government  supported 
him  to  assure  stability  and  a  favorable 
climate  for  U.S.  business  interests.  Isn’t 
it  understandable  that  those  who  over¬ 
threw  the  repressive  Somoza  dictator¬ 
ship  turned  to  Marxism  instead  of 
U.S.-style  capitalism? 

Are  our  United  Methodist  bishops  so 
naive  that  they  were  completely  de¬ 
ceived  by  the  Sandinista  leadership? 

I  think  it  is  more  accurate  to  say  that 
they  recognized  the  need  there  and  de¬ 
termined  to  help  the  people.  Does  that 


make  them  supporters  of  communism? 

Bob  Conger 

Spring  Valley,  California 

Assumptions  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  in  response  to  April  7  “Here  I 
Stand”  by  Tom  Wright. 

I  am  deeply  troubled— as  a  committed 
Christian  and  as  a  loyal  U.S.  citizen— by 
four  of  Mr.  Wright’s  assumptions: 

1.  He  assumes  that  our  nation  has  the 
moral,  even  Christian,  right  and  respon¬ 
sibility  to  at  least  aid  in  the  “dissolution 
of  the  Marxist-Sandinista  power  base.” 

Whatever  happened  to  the  right  of 
self-determination  and  to  our  objections 
to  our  adversaries’  intervening  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  neighbors?  Do  we  really  want  to 
determine  what  smaller  nations  do?  By 
what  moral  authority? 

2.  He  assumes  that  every  expression  of 
Marxism  is  inherently  and  inescapably 
atheistic  and  hostile  to  all  religion.  He 
asks  whether  we  should  support  the 
goals  of  the  Nicaraguan  revolution. 

I  have  been  impressed  by  what  Nica- 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


ragua  has  done  in  literacy,  health  care 
and  exercising  the  “preferential  option 
for  the  poor.” 

3.  He  assumes  that  United  Methodist 
missionaries  serve  with  Sandinista-spon- 
sored  organizations. 

I  know  and  trust  CEPAD,  the  evangeli- 
cal-Protestant  relief  and  development 
agency  first  headed  by  a  minister  of  the 
Iglesia  de  Cristo  and  now  led  by  a  Bap¬ 
tist  medical  doctor  and  minister. 

4.  He  assumes  that  our  church  ought  to 
send  missionaries  only  where  there  is  a 
Methodist  Church. 

That  calls  into  question  the  origin  and 
history  of  the  historic  Christian  mission¬ 
ary  enterprise,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  injunction  to  do  good  to  all,  not  just 
those  who  love  us  or  bear  our  imprint. 

I  do  appreciate  his  conclusion  that 
Nicaragua  needs  our  help. 

I  recommend  Giulio  Girardi’s,  “Chris¬ 
tianity  and  Revolution  in  Nicaragua,” 
soon  to  be  published  by  Orbis  Books,  to 
Mr.  Wright  and  to  other  readers. 

It  faces  head-on  questions  about  mono¬ 


lithic  Marxism  (seeing  Sandinismo  as 
critically  rather  than  dogmatically 
Marxist)  as  well  as  about  what  Nicara¬ 
guan  Marxists  and  Christians  have 
learned  from  each  other  as  they  have 
worked  together. 

I  write  as  a  retired  United  Methodist 
minister,  a  teacher  in  a  Methodist  semi¬ 
nary  for  32  years,  and  one  who  spent  al¬ 
most  a  year  between  1978  and  1980  in 
Central  and  Latin  America  and  the  Ca¬ 
ribbean. 

Paul  Deats 

West  Newton,  Massachusetts 


Explore 
Ministry 
At  Our 
Expense! 


Would  you  or  someone  you  know 
like  to  learn  more  about  the  ministry  at  a 
United  Methodist  seminary? 

•one  year  tuition  grant 
•choose  from  13  excellent  institutions 


For  more  information  contact: 
The  Rev  James  L.  Oman 
Lilly  Endowment  Project 
P.  0.  Box  871 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
(615)  3*0-7412 


'  'A  TVadition  of  Excellence’  ’ 

A  project  of  the 
Association  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools 


Breaking  our  silence  on  sexuality 


He  was  tali  and  thin  in  faded  denim. 
His  voice  was  ragged  with  pain. 

“It'll  be  a  long  | 
time  before  I  re¬ 
marry.”  he  told  his  | 
gas-station  compan¬ 
ion  through  a  cloud 
of  cigarette  smoke. 

The  second  man 
responded:  “Yeah! 

Me,  too!" 

At  their  words,  I  Cynthia  Astle 
thought.  “God  has  such  a  keen  sense  of 
irony.” 

I  had  just  left  a  national  conference  in 
Nashville  on  human  sexuality  education. 
My  head  buzzed  with  “teacherspeak”  and 
God-talk. 

Then,  here  came  reality,  “whomping 
me  over  the  head,”  as  the  Rev.  Bruce  C. 
Birch,  the  gathering’s  Bible  study  leader, 
had  said  that  morning. 


The  two  young  men  didn’t  say  much  as  I 
paid  my  bill.  They  didn’t  have  to.  I  could 
almost  hear  the  wind  whining  through  the 
cracks  in  their  broken  hearts.  I  could  see 
the  hunger  for  healing  in  their  eyes. 

But  I  was  silent. 

Their  anguish  followed  me  out  the  door. 
I'd  just  come  from  a  200-plus  gathering 
that  talked  about  embodying  God’s  love  in 
human  relations.  Yet  I  couldn’t  even  think 
of  what  to  say  to  two  hurting  strangers. 

There  might  have  been  no  reasonable 
way,  no  moral  obligation,  to  say  any¬ 
thing  to  those  two  young  men.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  details  of  their  lives,  only 
the  hurt  that  hung  in  the  air  around 
them. 

Yet,  my  heart  rebels. 

I  remember  Jesus  and  the  woman  at 
the  well  (John  4:5-41).  He  knew  her  many 
attempts  to  slake  a  thirst  for  love  had 
left  her  more  parched  than  before.  So  He 


told  her  of  “living  water,”  the  love  of 
God  that  assuages  every  thirst.  That  con¬ 
frontation  radically  changed  her  life. 

How  many  other  women  and  men  “at 
the  well”  do  we  encounter  every  day? 

They  are  far  more  than  we’d  care  to 
admit.  Sadly,  our  church  too  often  re¬ 
mains  silent,  as  I  was  silent,  about  the 
awesome  reality  of  being  male  and  fe¬ 
male  created  in  the  image  of  God. 

Our  United  Methodist  Church’s  re¬ 
newed  emphasis  on  the  gift  of  sexuality 
may  help  break  that  silence.  But  new 
books  are  just  pieces  of  paper  unless 
someone  cares  enough  to  share  the  in¬ 
sights  they  contain. 

Perhaps  all  I  can  do  about  those  young 
men  is  to  tell  the  tale  of  their  pain.  But 
getting  "whomped  over  the  head”  leaves 
behind  an  awareness  that  God  might  be 
able  to  use  me  at  the  next  “well.” 
—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 
P.O.  Box  222198 
Dallas,  TX  75222 
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New  ‘yardstick’ 
to  measure  UMC’s 
mission  evangelism 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodism’s 
world  mission  agency  has  a  new  yard¬ 
stick  with  which  to  measure  its  “mission 
evangelism’’ efforts. 

The  yardstick  is  a  historic  “working 
statement”  approved  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  last  week. 

The  statement  outlines  strategy  for  a 
new  emphasis  on  mission  evangelism. 

The  document  proposes  three  stand¬ 
ards  by  which  to  measure  the  work: 

•  Are  people  receiving  and  being 
changed  by  God’s  grace? 

•  Are  churches  being  formed  and  nur¬ 
tured  by  God’s  grace? 

•  Are  communities  being  transformed 
by  God’s  grace? 

That’s  the  evidence  a  newly-created 
24 -member  mission  evangelism  commit¬ 
tee  will  look  for  to  determine  if  the  agen¬ 
cy  is  fulfilling  its  mission. 

The  committee  is  to  be  a  “catalyst” 
for  the  world  mission  agency,  rather 
than  carrying  out  its  own  program  of 
mission  evangelism,  directors  said. 

In  the  statement,  the  178  directors  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
endorsed  the  committee’s  call  for  the 
agency  to: 

/  Train  all  its  missionaries  to  tell 
people  about  Jesus  Christ. 

/  Expand  its  recruitment,  training 
and  placement  of  mission  personnel. 

/  Develop  new  areas  of  mission 
work,  establish  new  churches  and  devel¬ 
op  new  relationships  with  existing 
churches. 

/  Equip  missionaries  for  cross-cul¬ 
tural  mission  work,  including  translating 
and  publishing  Scripture  and  other  spiri¬ 
tual  resources  in  native  language. 

/  Tell  the  stories  of  mission  evange¬ 
lism  across  the  church  in  creative  ways. 

/Create  channels  for  new  prayer 
support  and  additional  financial  support 
for  mission  evangelism  efforts. 

The  new  statement’s  proposals  direct¬ 
ly  related  to  missionary  training  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  implemented  at  a  new 
mission  training  resource  center  in  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  that  was  approved  at  the 
same  meeting  last  week  (see  separate 
story). 

According  to  the  document  of  intent, 
the  world  mission  agency  also  will  join 
its  partners  in: 

•  Reflecting  upon  the  unfinished  task 
of  evangelization. 


Other  stories  about  actions 
taken  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  world 
mission  agency  last  week  will 
appear  in  subsequent  issues 
of  the  Reporter. 


•Gathering  profiles  of  countries,  re¬ 
gions,  local  communities,  people,  groups 
and  situations  where  the  Christian  Gos¬ 
pel  has  not  been  heard  or  heeded. 

•Developing  concrete  strategies  for 
sharing  the  Gospel  in  those  situations. 

The  benchmark  document  comes  after 
more  than  20  years  of  criticism  that 
United  Methodism,  particularly  in  the 
work  of  its  Global  Ministries’  board,  has 
stressed  political-social  programs  and 
underemphasized  personal  evangelism. 

In  March  1987,  the  denomination’s  top 
mission  executive,  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  proposed  a  new  "department  of 
evangelism”  as  a  way  for  the  agency  to 
"take  new  initiatives  on  behalf  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  preach  the 
Gospel  among  those  who  have  yet  to 
know  its  transforming  power.” 

Proposal  stunned  directors 

His  proposal,  which  “stunned”  direc¬ 
tors,  was  eventually  debated  at  four 
more  board  meetings  before  the  board- 
wide  mission  evangelism  committee  was 
created  last  fall. 

The  Rev.  Patricia  Brown,  supervisor 
of  an  ecumenical  chaplaincy  in  Allen¬ 
town,  Pa.,  was  elected  last  week  as  its 
first  staff  executive. 

While  the  committee’s  initial  effort— 
the  “working  statement”— won  over¬ 
whelming  approval,  there  was  a  strong 
undercurrent  among  directors  opposing 
some  of  its  language. 

Some  directors  felt  it  maligned  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  the  field  by  suggesting  that 
they  weren’t  already  witnessing  to  a  per¬ 
sonal  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Others  felt  it  placed  too  strong  an  em¬ 
phasis  on  “initial  decision”— persons  ac¬ 
cepting  Christ  as  Lord — and  lacked  a 
“more  holistic  concept  of  mission  evan¬ 
gelism  that  includes  church  renewal, 
healing  ministries,  liberation  of  poor 
[people].” 

The  Rev.  Daniel  K.  Church,  a  director 
from  Canton,  Ohio,  said  the  statement 
was  “not  offered  as  a  dogmatic  state¬ 
ment  or  judgment,  rather  as  an  affirma¬ 
tion.” 
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NEW  YORK— Twenty-one  United  Methodist  missionaries  were  commis-  Church  in  downtown  New  York  City  in  a  ceremony  that  included  bishops  from 
sioned  last  week  in  an  impressive  ceremony  at  Christ  United  Methodist  Africa,  the  United  States  and  the  Philippines. 


Board  commissions  21  new  missionaries 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— “I  commission  you  to 
take  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  into  all 
the  world.” 

With  those  words,  repeated  21  times, 
United  Methodist  bishops  from  Africa, 
the  Philippines  and  the  United  States— 
demonstrating  the  worldwide  nature  of 
the  denomination— commissioned  21 
new  missionaries  last  week. 

The  impressive  ceremony  at  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  downtown 
New  York  City  highlighted  a  work  week 
for  United  Methodism’s  world  mission 
agency  directors  that  focused  on  mission. 

The  178  agency  directors: 

/  Elected  two  key  officials  to  mis¬ 
sion  positions— one  a  veteran  of  the 
agency  as  its  head,  the  other  a  newcomer 


to  lead  the  newly-created  committee  for 
mission  evangelism. 

/  Announced  the  addition  of  30  new 
missionaries,  including  the  21  commis¬ 
sioned  last  week,  to  the  agency’s  nearly 
1,250-member  missionary  community 
worldwide. 

The  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman,  a  51-year- 
old  policy  analyst  who  has  played  a  key 
role  in  agency  planning  since  1985,  was 
elected  to  head  the  agency’s  overseas 
mission  division. 

And  the  Rev.  Patricia  Brown,  35,  su¬ 
pervisor  of  an  ecumenical  hospital  chap¬ 
laincy  in  Allentown,  Pa.,  was  the  choice 
to  head  the  agency's  mission  evangelism 
committee. 

Those  commissioned  included: 

Marsha  Alexander,  Chickasha,  Okla.; 


Rosetta  Brown,  Columbus,  Ohio;  the 
Rev.  Poong  Ro  Cha,  Newark,  N.J.;  Nancy 
Jean  Collins,  West  Brookfield,  Mass. 

Judith  Dye,  Walthill,  Neb.;  Judith 
Feaster,  Madison,  Wise.;  Mark  Frey, 
Pasadena,  Calif.;  the  Rev.  Jose  Galindo, 
McAllen,  Texas. 

Wanda  Galloway,  Hayesville,  N.C.; 
Janice  Grant,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  the  Rev. 
John  Henry  and  Mary  Jean  Henry, 
L’Anse,  Mich. 

Ki-hwa  Jim,  Hempstead,  N.Y.;  the 
Rev.  Bon  Wong  Koo  and  Soo  Ja  Koo, 
Houston,  Texas;  and  Ron  Monson  of 
South  Fargo,  N.D. 

The  Rev.  Leo  D.  Nieto  and  Mary  Jean 
Nieto,  Long  Beach,  Calif.;  Laura  B. 
Wells,  Maywood,  Calif.;  and  the  Rev.  Da¬ 
vid  F.  White  and  Martha  Ellen  White, 


Anchorage,  Alaska. 

Missionaries  commissioned  elsewhere 
and  recognized  were: 

Nancy  Boye,  Carrollton,  Texas;  Sharon 
Sue  Crowe,  Alger,  Ohio;  and  Marian 
Jones,  Billings,  Mont. 

Susan  M.  Parkerson,  Buffalo,  N.Y.;  the 
Rev.  Barton  F.  Peterson,  Carmel,  Ind.; 
and  Donna  Sue  and  the  Rev.  Steven  J. 
Reeves,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

The  Rev.  Robert  D.  Bower,  Ketchikan, 
Alaska,  was  reinstated  as  a  missionary. 

The  new  missionaries  will  serve  in  the 
Philippines,  Brazil,  Mexico,  Kenya,  the 
United  States,  El  Salvador,  Zaire,  Mo¬ 
zambique,  Zimbabwe,  and  the  British 
West  Indies. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


New  central  missionary  training  center  approved 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Before  last  week,  Unit- 
I  Methodists  had  no  central  place  to 
ain  missionaries. 

But  all  that  changed  during  the  spring 
eeting  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
inistries  April  17-21. 

That’s  when  the  church’s  official  mis- 
onary-sending  agency  approved  plans 
>r  a  new  mission  resource  center. 

The  center  will  be  located  at  the  his- 
irically  black  Interdenominational 
heological  Center  and  Candler  School 
r  Theology  at  Emory  University— both 
i  Atlanta. 

To  some  elected  directors  of  the  178- 
lember  global  mission  board,  there  was 


no  question  that  the  center  is  needed. 

Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons  (West  Ohio 
Area),  chairman  of  the  board’s  mission 
personnel  resources  department,  repre¬ 
sented  that  view  by  saying  that  the  de¬ 
nomination  needed  one  place  for 
missionary  training. 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Jones  of  Conroe, 
Texas,  chairman  of  the  mission  resource 
center  task  force,  said  the  center  will  of¬ 
fer  a  core  curriculum  with  a  biblical  and 
theological  perspective;  courses  on  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  polity  and  history;  and  new 
techniques  for  evangelism  and  leader¬ 
ship  skills. 

Candidates  for  missionary  service  will 
receive  three  months  training  instead  of 
four  weeks  as  in  the  past. 

Despite  the  task  force’s  detailed  report, 
from  the  board’s  first  full  plenary  session 
on  April  17  until  the  end  of  the  meeting  on 
April  21,  it  was  an  uphill  battle  to  get  the 
board  to  approve  the  center. 

One  concern  was  that  the  mission 


board  has  budgeted  for  $250,000  for  the 
new  center  as  a  priority  claim  against 
the  board’s  World  Service  allotment  dur¬ 
ing  1990-92. 

There  was  so  much  concern  about  the 
board’s  financial  ability  to  begin  the  cen¬ 
ter  that  Carolyn  Oehler  of  Chicago,  who 
chairs  the  Mission  Education  and  Cultiva¬ 
tion  committee,  recommended  the  vote  be 
postponed  until  the  1990  Spring  board 
meeting.  She  said  directors  needed  more 
time  to  discuss  all  the  issues  concerning 


You  Are 
Invited— 


NATIONAL  CAMPING 
METHODISTS,  INC. 

Invite  you  to  join  this  Christian  fam¬ 
ily  camping  organization. 

For  information,  call  or  write: 
National  Coordinator:  Lloyd  Shep¬ 
ard,  P.O.Box  247,  Lincoln,  MO  65338. 
(816) 547-2218. 


Women’s  Division  cites  ‘children’ 
as  subject  of  five-year  campaign 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— “What  do  you  want  to 
be  when  you  grow  up?” 

“Alive!" 

That  was  the  heading  on  several  posters 
of  children  emphasizing  a  new  mission 
program  at  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Women’s  Division  last  week. 

The  division  is  the  governing  body  of 
the  1.1  million  United  Methodist  Women, 
who  are  concerned  with  mission  pro¬ 
grams  for  women  and  children. 

Highlighting  the  women’s  meeting  was 
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[n  his  refreshingly  original  style  the  author 
goes  to  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  to  clarify  just 
how  God  calls  Christians  to  discipleship 
amid  the  noises  of  everyday  life.  "Here  is  practi¬ 
cal  theology  at  its  best .  John  Purdy  has  reinvigo¬ 
rated  the  venerable  Christian  doctrine  of  life  as  a 
call,  a  vocation.  This  book  not  only  opens  fresh 
understandings  of  the  Scriptures,  it  also  injects 
insight,  directionality,  and  vitality  into  the 
readers  everyday  life."— Jack  L.  Stotts,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Austin  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary. 
"Reluming  God's  Call  is  a  provocative  and  illu¬ 
minating  study. .  It  can  be  the  basis  for  serious 
reflection  and  study  in  the  local  congregation  as 
well  as  a  guide  for  individuals  and  groups  in  the 
discipline  of  the  Christian  life."  — C.  Benton 
Kline.  Jr.,  President  Emeritus  and  Visiting  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Theology,  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary,  Paper  $10.95 
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VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
or  CALL  TOLL-FREE: 

800-672-1789 
7:30-5:00  Central  time  or 
8:30-4:30  Pacific  time. 


the  announcement  of  the  five-year 
“Campaign  for  Children.” 

Sally  Graham  Ernst  of  Bethel  Park, 
Pa.,  Women’s  Division  president,  said, 
"Concern  for  children  has  always  been  the 
priority  of  United  Methodist  Women.  How¬ 
ever,  this  concern  has  reached  new  heights 
in  the  1980s. 

“More  children  are  victims  of  abuse. 
More  children  are  homeless.  More  chil¬ 
dren  need  good  day  care  ...  If  we  do  not 
address  these  issues  as  a  nation,  we  could 
be  accused  of  neglecting  our  children.  The 
wellbeing  of  children  must  be  a  national 
priority.” 

Kathy  Guy,  religious  affairs  executive 
with  the  Children’s  Defense  Fund  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  helped  the  Women’s  Division 
develop  the  campaign.  She  said  the  cam¬ 
paign  is  "a  marvelous  opportunity  to  build 
a  stronger  foundation  for  children." 

Ms.  Guy  said  many  people  don’t  realize 
that  all  groups  of  children  are  poorer  today 
than  they  were  at  the  start  of  the  1980s. 

"Especially  white  children,  whose  pov¬ 
erty  rates  increased  by  almost  a  third. 
Nearly  one  in  two  black  children  and  one 
in  three  Hispanic  children  is  poor  in 
America  today,”  said  Ms.  Guy. 

"If  we  do  not  mobilize  to  prevent  and 
reduce  child  poverty  by  the  year  2000,  one 
in  four  of  all  American  children— 16  mil¬ 
lion-will  be  poor.  This  is  3  million  more 
than  in  1987.” 

Odell  Thompson  of  Beloit,  Wis.,  national 
chairperson  of  the  campaign,  said  the  five- 
year  program  was  created  for  direct  in¬ 
volvement  of  local  churches.  It: 

•Calls  on  each  local  UMW  unit  to 
study  the  overall  problem  of  children,  es¬ 
pecially  the  children  in  their  communi¬ 
ties  and  children  of  poverty. 

•  Urges  local  units  to  join  with  other 
community  groups  and  churches  to  work 
through  political  action,  and  education. 

•  Encourages  local  units  to  enlist  the 
support  of  their  whole  congregation  in 
the  programs. 

Ms.  Thompson  added  that  the  Women’s 
Division  has  initiated  a  letter-writing 


campaign  regarding  the  Act  for  Better 
Child  Care  Services,  Senate  Bill  #5  and 
House  Resolution  #30.  Local  women 
should  write  and  visit  their  congressional 
representative  urging  them  to  pass  the 
bills,  she  said. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


the  center. 

And  the  mission  board’s  treasurer, 
Stephen  F.  Brimigion,  warned  that  the 
board  "cannot  add  [a  new  program]  with¬ 
out  subtracting  from  another  area.” 

But  the  task  force’s  responses  were 
the  same  as  when  the  bishop  addressed 
the  opening  plenary. 

"Some  feel  that  what  was  done  in  the 
training  of  missionaries  was  good 
enough,”  said  Bishop  Ammons.  “Some 
question  the  site  of  the  center,  in  terms 
of  mission  theology  [instead  of  training 
more  missionaries  outside  their  home 
country].  Some  are  concerned  about  fu¬ 
ture  funding  of  the  board  [of  global  min¬ 
istries  1. 

"But  I  know  the  generosity  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  church,”  he  continued.  “Quality  and 
quantity  of  church  missionaries’  witness 
is  the  concern  of  the  church.  The  mission 
resource  center  should  serve  the  church 
very  well.” 

Start-up  income  for  the  center  will  be 
$50,000  from  the  mission  personnel  re¬ 
sources  department,  $169,000  from  a  de¬ 
velopment  fund  within  the  board,  and 


$100,000  raised  from  the  two  host 
schools— Candler  and  the  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Theological  Center. 

Candler  is  also  constructing  a  housing 
facility  called  Turner  Village,  to  house 
the  candidates,  missionaries,  and  staff 
coming  to  the  center. 

Start-up  costs  from  May-December 
1989  are  $229,136.  That  includes  hiring  a 
director,  associate  director,  and  one 
clerical  staff. 

Participant  cost  per  person  in  1990  is 
estimated  to  be  $2,315  for  three  months. 
As  many  as  50  people  can  be  trained  dur¬ 
ing  each  session. 

The  Revs.  James  H.  Costen,  president 
of  ITC,  and  Jim  L.  Waits,  dean  of  Can¬ 
dler,  told  the  board  that  $75,000  has  been 
raised  through  the  two  schools.  The 
schools  will  also  work  with  the  mission 
board  staff  to  coordinate  an  endowment 
and  other  funding  sources  for  the  center. 

“That’s  the  evidence  of  the  excitement 
of  the  people  in  our  region,”  said  Dr. 
Waits,  a  United  Methodist  minister. 
"This  is  an  idea  that  will  reap  great  re¬ 
sponse  from  the  whole  church.” 
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NEW  YORK— Ressie  Mae  Bass  of  Miami,  vice  president  for  Christian  Social  Relations  of  the  Women’s  Division, 
thanks  (left)  Lela  Corman  and  Samantha  Mandor,  editors  of  “Children’s  Express,”  a  national  news  service.  The 
youth  urged  United  Methodist  Women  to  “take  responsibility  for  the  needs  of  children.” 
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Discipleship  pledge: 
Svatch  over  in  love’ 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Your  salvation  and  your  discipleship 
are  not  the  same  thing. 

With  that  assertion,  the  Rev.  David 
Lowes  Watson  opened  a  recent  two-day 
United  Methodist  Covenant  Discipleship 
training  session.  The  Houston  session  was 
one  of  six  regional  seminars  this  spring. 

“Look  at  Jesus’  ministry,”  he  instruct¬ 
ed  about  20  people  at  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church. 

"Jesus  dispensed  grace— uncondition¬ 
ally.  He  healed— unconditionally.  He 
played  with  the  children— unconditional¬ 
ly.  His  ministry— salvation— is  free." 

But  discipleship  is  another  matter.  Dr. 
Watson  continued. 

“Discipleship  is  moving  from  amateur 
to  professional  status  as  a  Christian,”  he 
said.  “The  amateur  always  has  a  way 
out.  The  professional  agrees  to  be  evalu¬ 
ated  by  what  he  or  she  does." 

That  evaluation  can  come  through 
Covenant  Discipleship,  he  said. 

Members  of  Covenant  Discipleship 
groups  "watch  over  one  another  in  love,” 
Dr.  Watson  said. 

That’s  just  what  John  Wesley  taught 
members  of  early  Methodists  class  meet¬ 
ings  to  do,  he  added. 

Covenant  Discipleship  group  members 
hold  one  another  accountable  for  keep¬ 
ing  their  mutual  commitment  to  serve 
Christ,  he  said. 

Covenant  Discipleship  is  characterized 
by  the  lifelong  nature  of  its  commit¬ 
ment.  Participants  are  expected  to  com¬ 
mit  themselves  permanently  to  being 
part  of  a  Covenant  Discipleship  group 
wherever  they  live. 

"We’re  quite  up-front  about  the  open- 
ended  commitment,"  Dr.  Watson  told  the 
Reporter.  "After  all,  Jesus  didn’t  ask  the 
apostles  to  come  try  it  for  a  month  and  see 
if  they  liked  it  He  just  said;  ‘Follow  me.’  ” 

The  twin  concepts  of  accountability 
and  lifelong  commitment  sprang  up  in 
1975  while  Dr.  Watson  studied  the  early 
Methodist  class  meeting  for  his  doctoral 
research  at  Duke  University. 

The  idea  evolved  into  a  modern  form 
through  experiments  during  Dr.  Wat¬ 
son's  pastorate  in  Holly  Springs,  N.C., 
and  his  tenure  on  the  faculty  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

The  book  that  resulted  from  his  work, 
"Accountable  Discipleship,"  has  become 
the  guide  for  Covenant  Discipleship. 

The  program  was  adopted  in  1981  by 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  Dr.  Watson  was  invited  to 
be  its  executive  secretary. 

Building  slowly  over  the  past  eight 
years.  Covenant  Discipleship  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  have  an  impact  throughout  the 
denomination,  records  show. 

About  300  local  congregations  are  offi¬ 
cially  enrolled  in  Covenant  Discipleship, 


Covenant 
groups  stress 
commitment 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Here’s  how  Covenant  Discipleship  works: 

Seven  people  (at  maximum)  meet  once 
a  week  for  an  hour  to  check  their  Chris¬ 
tian  performance. 
They  do  that  by  an¬ 
swering  questions 
about  works  they 
agreed  to  do  (Did  you 
pray  daily?  Did  you 
visit  the  sick?). 

Those  “works  of 
piety”  (weekly  wor¬ 
ship,  daily  prayer, 
Bible  study)  and  “works  of  mercy”  (visi¬ 
tor  to  shut-ins,  hospital  volunteer,  prison 
ministry,  etc.)  are  specified  in  a  written 
covenant.  That  agreement  is  developed 
collectively  by  the  group  and  adopted  by 
all  members.  The  covenant  is  dynamic 
and  can  change  as  the  group  decides. 

The  Covenant  Discipleship  program 
begins  with  one  to  three  pilot  groups  that 
meet  for  a  year.  After  that  year,  it  is  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  congregation  through  a 
Covenant  Discipleship  Weekend. 

The  groups  are  part  of,  not  separate 
from,  the  congregation.  They  relate  to 
the  congregation  through  the  council  on 
ministries  or  administrative  council. 

Covenant  Discipleship’s  paramount  te¬ 
net  is  lifelong  commitment  to  a 
"lifestyle  of  accountable  discipleship.” 

For  more  information,  write  Covenant 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202-0840. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Dr.  Watson  said.  Another  700  have  re¬ 
quested  information  or  resources  and 
may  be  using  the  program. 

“We  really  have  no  way  of  knowing  an 
exact  figure  because  this  is  the  kind  of 
program  that’s  meant  to  be  a  grass-roots 
kind  of  thing,  not  something  imposed 
from  Nashville,”  Dr.  Watson  said. 

While  similar  in  some  respects  to  oth¬ 
er  small-group  programs  (see  accompa¬ 
nying  story),  Covenant  Discipleship  has  a 
distinctive  attribute,  he  added. 

“Covenant  Discipleship  doesn’t  cancel 
out  other  small  groups  in  a  congrega¬ 
tion,”  Dr.  Watson  said. 

"What  happens  is  that  the  others  fit  to¬ 
gether  more  naturally  because  Covenant 
Discipleship  develops  a  cadre  of  people 
with  balanced  discipleship  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  leaders  in  the  church.” 
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HOUSTON— Works  of  piety  (devotion)  and  works  of  mercy  (compassion)  create  balanced  Christian  discipleship, 
says  the  Rev.  David  Lowes  Watson  during  a  recent  Covenant  Discipleship  seminar.  The  small-group  program, 
based  on  John  Wesley’s  Methodist  class  meetings,  now  has  about  300  congregations  enrolled,  Dr.  Watson  said. 


Small  groups  offer  special  focus 


Apart  from  Covenant  Discipleship  and  its  new 
youth  version,  Branch,  15  other  small-group  pro¬ 
grams  for  spiritual  development  are  available  for 
United  Methodist  congregations  or  other  groups. 

Programs,  objectives  and  contacts  for  materials  are: 

Disciple:  Uses  Bible  study  over  34  weeks  to  lead  to 
a  decision  about  discipleship.  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 

Gift  of  Faith :  Explores  faith  in  relation  to  the  Bible 
and  teaches  in  18  sessions  how  to  lead  others  to  faith. 
Evangelism  section,  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Spiritual  Growth:  Involves  personal  prayer  and 
spiritual  disciplines  in  short-term  or  ongoing  groups. 
The  Upper  Room. 

Disciples  Engaged:  Uses  Bible  study,  prayer, 
sharing  faith  stories  to  bring  commitment  to  specific 
witnesses  and  service.  Ministry  of  the  Laity,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Society  of  St.  Stephen:  Emphasizes  direct  service 
to  people  in  need.  Ministry  of  the  Laity. 

10  Brave  Christians:  Explores  various  spiritual 
disciplines  for  one  month.  The  Upper  Room. 

Church  School  Classes:  Teach  weekly  lessons  to 
all  ages  on  all  facets  of  Christian  life.  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  or  Church  School  Publications. 

Upper  Room  Covenant  Prayer  Group:  Studies 
prayer  and  meets  weekly  as  part  of  a  nationwide  in¬ 
tercessory  prayer  fellowship.  The  Upper  Room. 


Upper  Room  Covenant  Family:  Guides  families  in 
developing  faith,  love,  prayer  and  service.  The  Upper 
Room. 

Walk  to  Emmaus:  Devotes  a  weekend  to  intensive 
searching  of  Scripture  and  soul.  Interdenominational. 
The  Upper  Room. 

Chrysalis:  A  youth  version  of  Walk  to  Emmaus. 
The  Upper  Room. 

Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation:  Employs 
prayer,  worship,  study  and  work  in  community,  using 
a  monastic  model.  Two  years  of  quarterly  five-day 
meetings  at  various  locations.  The  Upper  Room. 

A  Closer  Walk  with  God:  Explores  spirituality  from 
the  black  cultural  perspective.  The  Upper  Room. 

An  Adventure  in  Healing  and  Wholeness:  Teaches 
interrelationships  between  spirituality  and  health. 
The  Upper  Room. 

The  Disciplined  Order  of  Christ:  Emphasizes  spiri¬ 
tual  growth  through  regular  prayer  and  study.  Ecu¬ 
menical.  The  Upper  Room. 

An  updated  resource  booklet  listing  small-group 
programs  and  their  applications  in  congregational 
life  is  being  prepared  by  the  Rev.  David  Lowes  Wat¬ 
son,  executive  secretary  of  Covenant  Discipleship. 

Dr.  Watson  told  the  Reporter  he  expects  the  resource 
to  be  available  to  local  congregations  by  early  1990. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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Religion 
news  wanted, 
study  finds 

From  Religious  News  Service 

If  you  want  to  know  more  about  reli¬ 
gion  than  you  usually  read  in  your  daily 
newspaper,  you’re  not  alone. 

Newspaper  readers  show  more  inter¬ 
est  in  news  about  religion  than  many  edi¬ 
tors  think,  according  to  a  study 
sponsored  by  Religious  News  Service 
and  released  last  week. 

Two  national  surveys  of  1,100  people 
by  the  Gallup  organization  show: 

•  More  than  50  percent  of  the  sample 
groups  feel  it  is  at  least  fairly  important 
for  newspapers  to  cover  religion  as  well 
as  other  kinds  of  news. 

•Seventy-one  percent  of  respondents 
reported  being  daily  readers  of  newspa¬ 
pers.  Of  those  readers,  81  percent  said 
religion  was  at  least  “fairly  important” 
in  their  lives. 

•  Twenty-three  percent  of  respondents 
said  religion  was  the  most  important 
topic  to  cover  among  nine  “non-news” 
categories  of  information.  That  made  re¬ 
ligion  fourth  in  the  list,  just  ahead  of 
sports  (20.9  percent).  Education  ranked 
first  at  44  percent,  followed  by  health 
(40.8  percent)  and  business  (27.5  percent). 
Remaining  topics,  in  order,  were  food, 
advice,  entertainment,  the  arts. 

•  But  only  12.2  percent  of  respondents 
said  they  were  satisfied  with  religion 
coverage  in  the  newspapers  they  read 
regularly.  Sports  finished  first  with  35.6 
percent  expressing  satisfaction  with  cov¬ 
erage.  Religion  ranked  religion  seventh 
among  the  nine  categories. 

•Nine  percent  of  those  surveyed  said 
they  would  be  more  likely  to  read  stories 
about  religion  than  items  about  the  other 
eight  “non-news”  categories.  That  put 
religion  fifth  on  the  list. 

“We  didn’t  discover  that  everyone  who 
picks  up  a  newspaper  wants  or  expects 
to  see  religion  coverage  or  that  religion 
news  would  necessarily  sell  more  pa¬ 
pers,”  said  the  Rev.  Judy  Weidman,  edi¬ 
tor/director  of  Religious  News  Service. 

"But  I  think  we  have  begun  to  correct 
some  bad  assumptions  and  to  show  that 
some  newspapers  at  least  could  satisfy 
many  more  of  their  readers  if  editors 
gave  more  serious  thought  to  how  they 
cover  religion.” 

Newspaper  industry  research  has 
largely  ignored  reader  attitudes  about 
religious  news,  Ms.  Weidman  said.  That’s 
why  her  55-year-old  organization  spon¬ 
sored  the  study.  A  $100,000  grant  from 
the  Lilly  Endowment  paid  for  the  work. 


Mission  helps  women  break  addiction 


By  RITA  HEALY 

How  can  lives  crippled  by  addiction  be 
restored  to  health? 

“Breakthru  took  me  in  and,  by  caring 
about  me,  helped  me  feel  that  I  was 
worth  saving.” 

Terri  D.  was  39  when  she  entered 
Breakthru  House  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  a  sub¬ 
urb  of  Atlanta.  Today  she’s  44,  a  thera¬ 
pist  herself  and  president  of  Breakthru’s 
board  of  directors. 

Breakthru  Houses— after  20  years  there 
are  three — offer  addiction  treatment  and 
housing  for  100  women  annually. 

Sponsored  by  Urban  Action  Inc.  of  the 
United  Methodist  North  Georgia  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries,  Breakthru 
emerged  in  the  late  1960s  from  a  night 
ministry  of  two  theology  students  at 
Emory  University— Claude  Turner  and 
Glen  Galtere. 

At  that  time,  pimps,  prostitutes  and  ad¬ 


dicts  regularly  attended  the  2:30  a.m.  Sun¬ 
day  worship  service  at  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  two  students  want¬ 
ed  to  help  women  who  were  unhappy  on 
the  streets. 

St.  Mark’s  rented  a  house. 

‘An  absolute  zoo’ 

“We  had  23  beds  originally,”  said  Direc¬ 
tor  Scott  Dunbar,  a  42-year-old  diaconal 
minister  with  a  master’s  degree  in  coun¬ 
seling.  “It  was  an  unmanageable  size,  a  di¬ 
saster,  an  absolute  zoo.  We  were  always 
having  uproar,  people  sneaking  out,  sneak¬ 
ing  in,  just  one  mess  after  another.” 

Today’s  Breakthru  Houses  are  smaller 
communities  and  more  manageable:  two 
brick  homes  and  a  brick  duplex  on  the 
same  street  in  a  transitional  neighbor¬ 
hood,  each  owned  by  Breakthru  and 
housing  seven  residents. 

Twenty-two  women  ages  17-56  live  in 


PHOTO  BY  SCOTT  DUNBAR,  BREAKTHRU  HOUSE 

ATLANTA— Some  Breakthru  House  clients  and  a  male  counselor  gather 
for  a  portrait  outside  one  of  the  program’s  three  homes.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist-backed  program  helps  100  women  annually  break  cycles  of  addiction. 


Breakthru  Houses.  Average  age:  28. 
Drug  of  choice:  cocaine. 

They  shop  for  their  own  food,  cook  their 
own  meals,  work  or  attend  school  during 
the  day  and  participate  in  support  groups 
during  the  evening.  Each  is  required  to  at¬ 
tend  three  Alcoholics  Anonymous  or  simi¬ 
lar  support-group  meetings  weekly. 

Additionally  there  are  spiritual  growth 
groups  and  traditional  therapeutic  sup¬ 
port  groups. 

Church  attendance  required 

Mr.  Dunbar  said  treatment  consists  of 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  principles  and 
traditions  combined  with  a  therapeutic 
community  model.  Church  attendance  is 
required. 

"We  don’t  care  where  they  go,”  said 
Mr.  Dunbar.  “We  try  to  encourage  them 
to  attend  a  variety  of  churches.  We  en¬ 
courage  experimenting  and  opening 
themselves.  Many  have  to  learn  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  spirituality  and  reli¬ 
giousness.  Many  have  to  recover  from 
religiosity.” 

Mr.  Dunbar  continues,  “Over  the  years 
our  understanding  of  addictive  disease 
has  grown.  The  extent  is  greater  than  the 
isolated  drinking  or  drug  use.  Those  are 
symptoms  of  the  basic  underlying  addic¬ 
tive  disease. 

"Most  of  our  women  have  several  ex¬ 
pressions  of  their  addictive  disease.  Eat¬ 
ing  disorders  are  common.  Relational 
addictions  are  virtually  standard  issue; 
in  other  words,  an  addictive  or  depen¬ 
dent  style  of  relating  to  everybody,  a  co¬ 
dependent  approach  to  God,  even. 

"Their  approach  to  God  may  be  that 
‘God  will  take  care  of  me  and  give  me  all 
the  answers  if  I’m  good  enough.’  Or  it 
may  be  the  opposite  of  that:  ‘God  has  de¬ 
serted  me,  has  allowed  things  to  happen, 
people  to  die  or  so  on’. . . .” 

Mr.  Dunbar  estimates  a  90  percent 
success  rate. 

"It’s  very  high  because  we're  selective 
about  who  comes  and  who  stays,”  he 
said. 

He  cites  a  recent  encounter  between  a 
counselor  and  resident. 

“Why  are  you  here?"  the  counselor 
asked  the  bored-looking  resident. 

“I  don’t  know,”  the  woman  replied. 

"Then  why  don’t  you  leave,”  said  the 
counselor,  and  the  woman  did. 

Said  Mr.  Dunbar:  "We  hate  to  waste 
space  and  money.” 

Twenty-five  percent  of  Breakthru’s 
$120,000  annual  budget  comes  from  the 
North  Georgia  conference.  Foundations 
provide  20  percent.  Fifty  percent  comes 
from  women  in  the  program.  They  use 
their  earnings  or  rehabilitation  money  to 
pay  for  room  and  board. 

Overhead  kept  low 

Overhead  is  kept  low.  All  seven  staff 


members  are  part-time,  including  Mr. 
Dunbar.  He’s  a  full-time  Urban  Action 
Inc.  employee,  but  at  Breakthru  he  counts 
lawn  mower  repair  among  his  duties. 

His  wife,  a  business  teacher,  keeps  the 
books. 

The  2:30  a.m.  St.  Mark’s  night  ministry 
ended  long  ago,  and  one  of  the  ministry’s 
founders  is  dead.  But  Breakthru  endures, 
the  first  halfway  house  in  Georgia  for 
women  and  perhaps  the  only  United 
Methodist  project  of  its  kind  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

Success  stories  are  many  and  varied. 

An  18-year-old  alcoholic  is  completing 
high  school  this  spring. 

“She  has  a  great  attitude  and  is  doing 
extremely  well,”  said  Mr.  Dunbar. 

A  graduate  of  the  program  who  is 
working  on  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  nutri¬ 
tion  has  offered  to  drum  up  financial 
contributions  from  wealthy  members  of 
her  AA  group  and  health  club. 

The  president  of  the  board  credits 
Breakthru  with  saving  her  life  and  adds, 
“I’ve  seen  so  many  miracles  happen  at 
Breakthru.” 

Mr.  Dunbar  said  there  may  be  a  spe¬ 
cial  party  to  celebrate  Breakthru’s  20 
years,  perhaps  a  barbecue.  But  he  told 
the  board  that  if  no  party  occurs  this 
year,  they’ll  just  throw  one  next  year: 
“Then  we’ll  celebrate  21  years.” 


Grape  boycott 
action  stands 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
DALLAS— A  boycott  of  California  ta¬ 
ble  grapes  by  United  Methodism’s  top  so¬ 
cial  action  agency  has  been  left  standing 
by  the  denomination’s  highest  court. 

In  a  six-line  opinion,  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  said  at  its  April  19-21  meeting  that  it 
did  not  have  authority  to  rule  on  a  petition 
from  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  opposing  the  boycott  action  by  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 


SILK  SCREENED  APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
today?  

♦Yfllow  apron  with  navy  imprint  (AUM501 ) 

:  •  White  apron  with  royal  blue  imprint  (AUM502)  % 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint  (AUM50B) 

•  36"  long  and  24"  wide  •  Durable  easy-care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

Apron  (AUM501.  AUM502,  AUM503)  $9.  two  aprons-$16. 

|  six  aprons- $42.  Specify  colorist  desired.  Add  sales  lax  for 
;g  delivery  in  N  Y.  Money  hack  guarantee  Also  available  for 
>.  other  denominations. 

MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd.  U.M.,  Cuba,  NX  14727 

(716)  437-2923 


CORRECTION  to  the  Texas  Conference 
Choir  Clinic  ad  in  the  4/14/89  issue  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter.  The  ad 
contained  a  wrong  phone  number.  For 
the  June  5-9  choir  clinic  at  the  Lakeview 
Conference  Center,  Palestine,  Texas  con¬ 
tact  Carol  Pope  (409)  846-3340. 


POSITIONS  OPEN 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  im¬ 
mediate  openings  for  2  persons:  (1)  a  di¬ 
rector  of  development  with  proven 
fund-raising,  relational  and  organization¬ 
al  skills  and  experience:  and  (2)  a  person 
with  proven  promotional  skills  and  previ¬ 
ous  advertising,  public  relations  and/or 
sales  experience.  Positions  require  ability 
to  relate  to  United  Methodists  of  every 
bent,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
church  and  an  appreciation  of  how  a 
newspaper  like  the  Reporter  supports 
and  enhances  all  the  church’s  ministries. 
Necessary  qualifications  include  a  col¬ 
lege  degree,  high  levels  of  energy  and 
creativity,  and  an  active  Christian  com¬ 
mitment.  Positions  involve  some  travel, 
relocation  to  Dallas.  Salaries  negotiable. 
Exceptional  opportunities  for  the  right 
persons.  Contact:  Richard  Stark,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
(214)  630-6495.  Equal  Opportunity/Af¬ 
firmative  Action  Employer. 


CLASSIFIED 


ESTABLISHED  COMPREHENSIVE  METROPOL¬ 
ITAN  ministry  for  the  homeless  with  staff  of  20 
and  budget  of  $740,000  in  coastal  city  of  250,000 
seeks  Executive  Director.  Must  be  creative  plan¬ 
ner  with  proven  experience  in  fund  raising  and 
public  relations.  Prefer  compassionate  candidate 
with  experience  in  interfaith  management  activi¬ 
ties.  Advanced  degree  and  grant  writing  capabili¬ 
ties  required.  Sena  resumes  to:  Search  Committee. 
1919  Leopard,  Corpus  Christi,  TX  78408  by  June  15, 
1989.  EOE. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/ 
Program  Ministries  desired  by  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee.  2100  mem¬ 
bers.  Planning  with  Council  on  Ministries  for 
educational,  small  group  ministries.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Applications  received  until  June  1,  1989. 
Please  send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  567,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831.  Attn: 
Senior  Pastor. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  DESIRED 
for  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Oak  Rid^e, 
Tennessee.  Plan,  coordinate  a  comprehensive  min¬ 
istry  of  music,  touching  every  segment  of  the 
church’s  life.  Staff  includes  a  part-time  organist. 
Salary  negotiable.  Applications  received  until 
June  1,  1989.  Please  send  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  567,  Oak  Ridge,  TN 
37831.  Attn:  Senior  Pastor. 


VISITATION  PASTOR-EVANGELICAL  Church, 
1200  members,  seeking  part-time  retired  pastor  to 
assist  pastor  with  hospital/shut-in  visitation.  Ap¬ 
proximately  20  hours  weekly.  Also  assist  with  fol¬ 
low-up  pastoral  care.  Lake  Shore  UMC,  2246 
Blanding  Blvd.,  Jacksonville.  FL  32210. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  1500-MEMBER  church 
for  youth  director  with  Christian  education  or  other 
skills.  Salary  to  be  negotiated.  Would  consider  full¬ 
time  or  part-time.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1981, 
Pampa,  TX  79066-1981.  (806)  669-7411. 


CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  position 
open  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  San  Die¬ 
go.  Position  requires  supervision  of  office  staff,  fi¬ 
nance  office  and  buildings.  Computer  accounting 
experience  preferred.  Send  resume  to:  Earl  R. 
Barr,  2111  Camino  del  Rio,  South,  San  Diego,  CA 
92108.  Applicant  deadline:  May  12, 1989.  


DOWNTOWN,  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH  SEEKS: 
Director  of  Ministries  to  families  with  young  chil¬ 
dren,  to  be  responsible  for  children’s  Sunday 
school  and  related  activities;  develop  package  of 
programs  directed  at  families  that  include  young 
children;  Haison  to  church's  large  child  care  cen¬ 
ter.  Salary  negotiable;  excellent  benefits.  Send  re¬ 
sume:  Dr  Clint  Burleson,  First  UMC,  723  Center, 
Little  Rock,  AR  72201.  Telephone:  (501)  372-2256. 


DOWNTOWN.  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH  SEEKS: 
Director  of  Ministries  of  youth  and  young  adults; 
responsible  for  programs  for  youth,  families  which 
include  youth,  and  young  adults.  Salary  negotiable; 
excellent  benefits.  Send  resume:  Dr.  Clint  Burle¬ 
son,  723  Center,  Little  Rock,  AR  72201.  Telephone: 
(501)372-2256. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  position  available  at  2.000-member  church  in 
a  community  of  25,000  with  a  state  university.  Ini¬ 
tial  emphasis  on  ministry  with  4th-12th  grades. 
Prefer  certification  and/or  master's  degree,  but 
will  consider  bachelor's  degree,  experience  and 
training.  Resumes  by  May  17  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Box  327,  Emporia.  KS  66801. 


DIRECTOR  OF  RECREATION  AND  YOUTH 
Ministries.  1,000-member  church  with  new  Family 
Life  Center  seeks  creative  person  to  develop  rec¬ 
reational  ministry  with  all  ages  and  to  lead  youth 
ministry.  Forest  Lake  UMC,  1711  Fourth  Avenue, 
Tuscaloosa,  AL  35401. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT  for 
growing  church  with  over  1300  members.  Job  de¬ 
scription  available.  Direct  inquiries  by  May  15: 
Clear  Lake  Presbyterian  Church,  c/o  Dan  Bland. 
1511  El  Dorado  Boulevard,  Houston,  TX  77062-3499. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  250- 
member  music  program,  six  choral  and  six  hand¬ 
bell  choirs,  orchestra  potential.  Music  degree  and 
experience  required.  Send  resume  to.  Saint 
Stephen  United  Methodist  Church,  4600  South 
Western,  Amarillo,  TX  79109.  (806)  355-7271 .  ( 

COLORADO  CAMP  NEEDS  COOKS!  Geneva  Glen 
Camp  needs  cooks  during  the  1989  summer  season 
June  11-  August  12.  Volume  cooking  experience 
preferred.  A  wonderful  place  to  work.  Further  in¬ 
formation:  Kenneth  Atkinson,  Geneva  Glen,  P.O. 
Box  248,  Indian  Hills.  CO  80454.  (303)  697-4621. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion.  First  United  Methodist  Church  with  2250  mem¬ 
bers  in  college  town  of  22,000  in  rural  Nebraska 
community.  Need  person  experienced  in  Christian 
education,  adaptable,  committed  to  local  church. 
Salary  $18,000  minimum,  benefits  negotiable.  Send 
resume/inquiries  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  242,  Kearney,  NE  68848.  (308)  237-3158. 

FULL-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE  immediate¬ 
ly.  Director  of  Christian  Education  in  church  of 
1,000  members.  Excellent  facilities  and  staff. 
Heavy  emphasis  on  youth  ministries.  Contact:  Dr 
Pat  McBride.  Ortega  United  Methodist  Church, 
Jacksonville.  FL  32210.  Phone:  (904)  389-5556. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  UNIVERSITY  SEEKS:  Dean 
for  the  Wimberly  School  of  Religion.  Require¬ 
ments:  Terminal  degree  in  religious  studies,  teach- 
ing  experience,  administrative  experience,  church, 
and  university  experience  and  United  Methodist 
preferred.  Contact:  Director  of  Personnel,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City  University,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73106. 

STOLES,  THE  FABULOUS  MULTI-COLOR  stoles 
of  Santiago  Atitlan,  Guatemala,  in  liturgical  colors 
too,  with  or  without  United  Methodist  Church  cross 
and  flame.  $32.50  includes  shipping.  Send  no  mon¬ 
ey.  Shipped  on  approval.  Double  Mission  Outreach, 
Southern  Illinois  Conference,  United  Methodist 
Church,  Route  2.  Murphysboro,  11  62966,  or  call 
(618)  684-3890.  Evenings  too,  keep  trying. 

NEW  YORK  BASED  PUBLISHING  company  will 
publish  your  book  free  if  you  can  sell  a  minimum 
of  1500  copies.  Welstar  Publications  (212)  928-7528. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067.627-9507 

"COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock¬ 
ies”.  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 
family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/ resource  staff 
and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38,  Woodland 
Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Gasses:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship;  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 
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Pastoral  Closure  — 
An  Opportunity 

To  Minister 


Approximately  25  percent  of  our  clergy  and  congregations  are  in  a  transi¬ 
tion  period  at  this  time,  preparing  for  separation.  This  can  be  one  of  the  most 
fruitful  times  in  the  life  of  both  the  congregational  family  and  the  clergy 
family. 


Edwin  H.  Friedman  (Generation  to  Generation:  Family  Process  in  Church 
and  Synagogue )  applies  family  systems  theory  to  congregational  families.  He 
says  if  separation  is 

“treated  as  an  opportunity  for  emotional  growth,  rather  than  as  a 
painful  period  to  be  shortened  or  avoided,  the  long-range  benefits 
. . .  are  numerous  and  fundamental.” 

He  suggests  that  the  way  a  pastor  handles  separation  can  influence  the 
lasting  effects  of  his  or  her  ministry: 

“How  we  function  during  the  end-stage  of  our  relationships  with 
our  congregations  can  do  more  to  prolong  the  message  we  had 
been  spreading  than  how  forcefully  we  articulated  that  message 
in  the  first  place.” 


Both  laity  and  clergy  benefit  from  the  positive  handling  of  this  transition 
period.  One  benefit  is  the  ability  to  carry  over  this  experience  into  other 
separation  situations  which  families  have  to  face.  This  period  can  also  enrich 
the  pastor’s  future  counseling  of  parishioners  who  are  dealing  with  separation 
problems.  A  healthy  separation  process  gives  the  clergy  family  a  fresher 
start  in  their  relationship  with  their  next  congregation.  It  also  helps  the  new 
pastor  for,  according  to  Friedman,  the  manner  in  which  the  clergy  handle 
separation  from  a  congregation  “goes  far  toward  determining  the  kind  of 
‘family’  our  successor  will  ‘marry  into.’” 

Friedman  develops  a  strategy  of  separation.  The  first  step  is  for  the  clergy 
to  work  through  their  own  emotional  reaction  to  members.  This  calls  into 
question  the  traditional  Methodist  pattern.  Instead  of  RESPONDING  in  a 
healthy  and  honest  way  to  congregational  grief,  the  typical  pattern  has  been 
REACTING  —  covering  ourselves,  leaving  the"impression  that  the  Bishop  or 
Cabinet  is  forcing  us  to  move.  This  heightens  the  congregation’s  emotions 
instead  of  healing  them  and  can  result  in  a  destructive  triangling  process 
against  the  connectional  system. 


A  special  challenge  exists  for  the  pastor  whose  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee  has  requested  a  change.  But,  says  Friedman,  even  when  the 
congregation 

“is  the  ‘jilter,’  the  capacity  to  commit  ourselves  to  a  course  of 
regulating  our  own  reactivity,  although  it  can  be  more  difficult  in 
such  circumstances,  can  go  far  to  facilitate  the  type  of  separation 
necessary  for  both  to  get  on  with  our  future  lives.” 

Another  step  in  Freidman’s  strategy  of  separation  is  to  permit  the  other  to 
show  emotional  reactions.  Avoidance  responses  by  either  the  clergy  or  the 
congregation  can  be  misinterpreted  as  hostility  rather  than  as  the  inability  to 
face  separation.  Says  Friedman: 

“the  ability  to  allow  . . .  reactivity  in  the  other,  without  recipro¬ 
cating,  creates  the  best  chance  that  both  partners  can  go  on  to 
their  next  relationships  with  the  least  amount  of  emotional  bag¬ 
gage." 

The  third  step  is  engaging  actively  in  the  transition  process.  Some  churches 
invite  the  new  pastor  to  meet  with  the  leadership  and  to  see  the  parsonage 
and  talk  with  persons  responsible  for  its  upkeep.  Most  important  is  the 
current  pastor’s  support  of  the  new  pastor  —  which  can  be  a  real  test  of 
character.  The  ability  to  be  supportive  (with  innuendos  as  well  as  words) 
demonstrates  that  a  pastor’s  care  for  the  congregation,  through  effecting  a 
smooth  transition,  is  greater  than  his  or  her  own  ego  needs.  Friedman  says: 
“For  the  clergy  who  are  truly  interested  in  their  entire  faith 
community,  and  whose  commitment  goes  beyond  gathering  disci¬ 
ples,  taking  advantage  of  the  separation  ...  to  achieve  what  we 
could  not  achieve  while  still  their  leaders  is  in  everyone’s  best 
interests.  It  is  one  of  the  most  mutually  beneficial  activities  that 
the  clergy  . . .  can  perform  for  one  another.” 


I  know  how  difficult  separation  is.  I  pray  that  clergy  and  laity  alike  will  do 
everything  to  make  this  time  of  transition  an  opportunity  for  emotional  and 
spiritual  growth. 


Special  Day  with  Offering 


Peace  With  Justice  Sunday  May  21 


“We  call  upon  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  establish  justice  ministries 
committed  to  spreading  scriptural  holi¬ 
ness  and  reforming  the  land.  Justice  re¬ 
quires  the  end  of  racism,  poverty  and 
violence,  and  the  emergence  every¬ 
where  of  reconciliation.  For  that  reason 
we  affirm  the  program  emphasis  of 
Peace  with  Justice.” 

—  Adopted  by  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  ( SP75.C 
—  "Christian  Faith  and  Disarmament ”). 

God’s  love  —  incomprehensible  yet 
comfortable  to  humans  —  challenges 
Christians  with  the  deepest  commitment 
to  realism.  As  we  accept  the  command¬ 
ment  to  love  as  we  are  loved,  we  are 
forced  to  look  reality  in  the  eye  and  will¬ 
ingly  suspend  our  own  desires  in  favor  of 
God’s  desires,  the  fruit  of  God’s  love. 
Love  encompasses  justice,  and  according 
to  the  Scriptures,  God  loves  justice. 

During  the  1985-88  quadrennium,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  pursued  peace  with  justice 
for  our  world.  Now,  peace  with  justice 
ministries  flourish  as  churches  and  annu¬ 
al  conferences  increasingly  learn  to  do 
the  “things  that  make  for  peace.”  New 
peace  resources  are  developed  constant¬ 
ly,  while  people  of  faith  courageously  de¬ 
fend  human  dignity,  and  many  who  were 
once  afraid  have  begun,  to  sacrifice  and 
work  earnestly  for  peace  with  justice. 
We  are  becoming  God’s  justice  lovers, 
eager  to  see  our  communities  filled  with 
peaceful  dwelling  places. 

But  even  in  a  new  quadrennium,  ours 
is  still  a  world  where  justice  is  rarely 
victorious  for  any  length  of  time.  The 
image  of  a  world  that  is  faithful,  dis¬ 
armed,  just  and  secure  is  not  widely 
known  —  even  among  Christians.  How 
we  open  this  image  to  others  depends  on 
how  diligently  we  answer  Christ’s  call  to 
become  peace  makers  through  justice. 
Ultimately  and  quickly,  more  United 
Methodists  must  become  lovers  of  peace 
and  justice. 

Our  churches  will  observe  Peace  with 
Justice  Sunday  on  Trinity  Sunday,  May 
21.  This  special  offering  will  help  mem¬ 


bers  of  our  Cpnference,  as  well  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  local  churches  explore,  pray  for, 
and  act  on  concerns  of  hunger,  poverty, 
homelessness,  racism,  and  global  injus¬ 
tice,  in  addition  to  militarism.  By  focus¬ 
ing  on  education,  advocacy,  and  worship, 
United  Methodists  are  able  to  express 
concern  for  peace  with  justice  issues. 

The  support  of  peace  with  justice  min¬ 
istries  helps  United  Methodists,  as  well 
as  others  understand  how  to  be  Christ- 
like  through  healing  and  helping,  and 
also  helps  communities  learn  effective 
ways  to  participate  in  the  peace  of 
Christ. 

One-half  of  our  offering  benefits  the 
work  of  the  Peace  with  Justice  program, 
administered  by  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  This  office  develops 
and  distributes  peace  resources,  orga¬ 
nizes  peace  with  justice  events,  educates 
constituents,  develops  leadership  and 
provides  support  for  advocacy  and  inter¬ 
faith  relations.  The  other  half  remains  in 
the  annual  conferences  to  support  minis¬ 
tries  of  their  choosing. 

Everyone  in  our  society  has  a  stake  in 
what  happens  to  our  world.  As  United 
Methodists,  we  become  a  part  of  the  so¬ 


lution  when  we  observe  Peace  with  Jus¬ 
tice  Sunday  and  support  shalom 
ministries.  We  join  others  who  are  lovers 
of  peace  with  ju«ti^#»  and  wo  that 
awesome  commitment  to  be  a  part  of 
God’s  incomprehensible  love! 

The  following  are  five  suggestions 
congregations  may  want  to  consider  in 
celebrating  this  observance: 

•  Encourage  prayer  and  Bible  study  so 
members  can  live  out  God’s  peace  in 
their  daily  lives. 

•  Form  a  Peace  With  Justice  Commit¬ 
tee  to  enable  and  equip  members  to 
work  for  social,  racial,  and  economic 
justice,  and  to  respond  to  people  in 
the  community  who  are  caught  in 
poverty,  hurt  by  unemployment,  or 
burdened  by  other  problems. 

•  Commit  to  giving  a  minimum  of  one 
hour  per  week  to  a  community  justice 
ministry  such  as  a  soup  kitchen, 
homeless  shelter,  battered  women’s 
shelter,  or  local  peace  group. 

•  Participate  in  ecumenical  efforts  to 
bring  about  peace  with  justice  by 
joining  in  the  national  Peace  With 
Justice  Week,  held  every  year  in  Oc¬ 
tober. 


Support  your  annual  conference’s  and 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety’s  peace  with  justice  programs 
by  contributing  to  the  Peace  With 
Justice  Week  Special  Offering  on 
Trinity  Sunday. 


On  the  Campus  of  Purdue  University 


Congress  ’89  Set  for  July  14-16 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Ella  D.  Smith,  wife  of  for¬ 
mer  Louisiana  Conference  minister 
the  late  Percy  Smith  died  March  9, 
1989.  Mrs.  Smith  is  survived  by  one 
sister,  Ms.  Matilda  Silas  who  resides 
in  Alexandria. 


A  chartered  plane,  a  college  football 
coach  tackling  life  by  faith,  and  a  “fun 
run”  to  raise  money  for  a  church-related 
university  in  Africa  are  the  stuff  of 
which  an  international  gathering  of  6,500 
men  is  made. 

July  14-16  is  the  date  for  “Congress 
’89,”  fhe  quadrennial  gathering  of  United 
Methodist  Men  from  across  the  United 
States  and  around  the  world.  The  mas¬ 
sive  event,  which  will  offer  more  than 
150  workshops,  hearty  preaching  and 
singing,  will  be  held  on  the  campus  of 
Purdue  University,  West  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Men’s  groups  from  local  churches,  dis¬ 
tricts  and  annual  (regional)  conferences 
will  travel  by  air,  rail,  bus  and  auto  to 
Purdue.  The  men  in  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference  have  arranged  a  chartered 
plane  from  Washington,  D.C.,  to  the  Pur¬ 
due  campus  and  back.  Seating  is  avail¬ 
able  —  first  come,  first  serve  —  to  any 
man  attending  the  conference,  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  group  said. 

Featured  speakers  for  the  congress  in¬ 
clude  Bill  Curry,  head  football  coach  at 


the  University  of  Alabama,  Tuscaloosa, 
and  a  United  Methodist  layman.  Illinois 
Area  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White,  noted 
preacher  and  author,  is  the  opening-day 
speaker. 

Other  presenters  include  the  Rev. 
William  H.  Hinson,  pastor  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Houston,  largest 
United  Methodist  congregation  in  the 
United  States;  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Paul  Granadosin  of  the  Philippines;  and 
the  Rev.  Lloyd  Saatjian,  superintendent 
of  the  church’s  Santa  Ana,  Calif,  district. 

“Uniting  Men  in  Christ:  Many  Minis¬ 
tries,  One  Spirit”  is  the  theme  for  the 
meeting,  said  James  Snead,  staff  execu¬ 
tive  for  the  denomination’s  Section  on 
United  Methodist  Men.  “Men  will  be 
challenged  to  look  at  the  problems  fac¬ 
ing  the  church  and  the  world,  to  make 
peace  covenants  with  each  other,  and  ex¬ 
amine  what  it  means  to  be  a  role  model 
for  our  society,”  he  said.  Workshops  on 
topics  from  evangelism  to  nuclear  disar¬ 
mament  will  facilitate  discussions. 

The  congress  will  not  be  short  on  en¬ 


tertainment  and  recreation.  The  Lake 
Junaluska  (N.C.)  Singers  and  noted  musi¬ 
cian  Bill  Mann  will  provide  musical  in¬ 
spiration.  Also  filling  the  bill  will  be  an 
original  drama  by  two  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  playwrights  that  will  make  its  de¬ 
but  for  congress  participants. 

Along  with  a  daily  walk,  participants 
can  test  their  mettle  in  a  “fun  run,"  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  which  will  be  donated  to  the 
denomination’s  first  university  in  Africa, 
currently  in  the  planning  stages. 

For  more  information  on  “Congress 
’89”  contact  Mr.  Snead,  c/o  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  TN  37202.  To  purchase  tickets 
for  the  chartered  plane  from  Washington 
to  Purdue  contact  Kat  Cadwallader, 
1732  Pattie  Lane,  Chesapeake,  VA  23221 ; 
phone  (804)  488-1770. 

The  Section  on  United  Methodist  Men 
is  a  unit  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  a  church-wide  agency  that  provides 
training  and  resources  for  local  churches 
in  stewardship,  evangelism,  lay  minis¬ 
tries,  Christian  education  and  worship. 


May  Conference  Calendar 

3  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Training  Event  for  District  Committee 
on  Ministry  and  District  Superintendents,  First  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  10:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

6  Ruston  District  Confirmation  Retreat,  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  1:00-5:00  p.m. 

6  Centenary  College  Commencement,  2:30  p.m. 

9-10  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

12  Conference  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministries  Mentor  Training  Event, 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center,  9:30  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

13  Caney  Conference  Centre  Training  for  Summer  Camp  Directors 
and  Counselors  and  Open  House 

15  Monroe  District  Board  of  Laity  Banquet,  Rayville  Church 

18  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services,  Inc.,  Executive 
and  Governing  Board 
18-21  Cursillo  #15,  Tall  Timbers 

20  Camp  Istrouma  Training  for  Summer  Camp  Directors  and  Counselors 
20-27  Buffalo  River  Canoe  Trip,  Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith 

21  Peace  with  Justice  Sunday 

28  Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday 


-Around  the  Conference 


■Persons  —  Churches  —  Events- 


ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  HIGH  —  The  Senior  High  Youth  of  First  UMC  in  Minden 
recently  took  a  trip  to  Colorado.  The  35  youth  and  adults  spent  five  days  in  Crested 
Butte,  located  in  the  center  of  the  Rockies.  The  theme  for  the  week  was  “a  ski  trip 
you  will  never  forget.”  The  theme  was  accomplished  through  accident  free  skiing, 
fellowship,  devotions,  and  a  great  deal  of  fun.  The  director  of  Youth  Ministries  is 
Jay  Waalk.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess  is  pastor. 


Vivian  UMC  observed  Heritage  Sun¬ 
day  April  23.  The  Sunday  School  hour  at 
9:30  a.m.  was  a  great  time  for  a  cup  of 
cofffee,  hearing  a  good  lesson,  greet¬ 
ing  the  people,  and  starting  the  day  with 
a  smile  along  with  rejoicing.  Following 
the  morning  service  there  was  a  covered 
dish  meal  in  the  special  hall  of  the 
church.  The  evening  service  at  7  p.m.  in¬ 
cluded  music  by  Randy  and  De  Currier. 
This  was  a  special  treat  for  all.  It  was  a 
time  to  renew  old  friendships  and  a  time 
to  make  new  acquaintances.  Rev.  Terry 
C.  Willis  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

Members  of  Magnolia  UMC,  Green- 
well  Springs,  held  its  first  “Friday  Night 
Out”  fellowship  supper  a  while  back.  All 
who  were  present  agreed  that  the  gumbo 
was  excellent.  Cooks  Irvin  Wood  and 
Moe  Bourke,  along  with  helpers  Helen 
Bailey,  Babe  Teed,  Lois  Wood,  Gwen 
Brown,  Mary  Ann  Walker,  and  Ouida 
Bourke  lived  up  to  their  reputations.  The 
Pairs  and  Spares  Sunday  School  Class 
supplied  the  rice,  salad,  and  cakes.  Ev¬ 
eryone’s  help  was  deeply  appreciated. 
Two  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  81 
cents  was  placed  into  the  church’s  Sanc¬ 


tuary  Expansion  Fund.  Rev.  Robert  W. 
Peterson  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Ruth  Carter  Auxiliary  to  Peoples 
Methodist  Community  Center  recently 
presented  the  Inez  E.  Barnes  26th  Musi¬ 
cal  Production  at  the  First  Street  UMC 
in  New  Orleans.  The  production  was  the 
spring  activity  for  1989.  All  proceeds 
benefit  Peoples  to  furnish  a  baby  nurs¬ 
ery.  The  auxiliary  is  open  to  Christians 
from  all  churches  as  well  as  others  who 
desire  to  “CATCH  THE  SPIRIT  IN  MIS¬ 
SION,”  by  ministering  to  the  needs  of  the 
children  and  community  of  Peoples.  Rev. 
Abraham  E.  Davis  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

On  Sunday,  April  30,  the  members  of 
Abbeville  UMC’s  Administrative  Coun¬ 
cil  will  bring  sack  lunches  with  them 
when  they  come  to  church.  The  reason  is, 
following  the  morning  service,  they  will 
get  together  fbr  the  Administrative 
Council  Planning  Retreat  which  will 
meet  in  the  Adult  Sunday  School  Class¬ 
room.  Following  the  picnic  lunch  and 
sharing  session,  the  members  will  begin 
to  plan  the  church’s  calendar  for  the 
summer  months  of  June,  July,  August, 


and  September.  Rev.  Eld  Dilworth  is  pas- 
tor 

A  dream  has  become  a  reality  for  Cor¬ 
nerstone  UMC  in  New  Orleans.  The 
church  now  has  a  new  secretary  and  ac¬ 
tivities  building  located  on  Bullard  Ave¬ 
nue.  In  celebration,  a  Consecration 
Activity  Week  has  been  planned  for  May 
17-21.  The  purpose  for  the  event  is  to 
raise  the  community’s  awareness  of  Cor¬ 
nerstone  and  to  generate  visitors  and 
new  members  in  the  church.  The  climax 
for  the  celebration  will  be  on  Sunday, 
May  21  with  the  consecration  of  the  new 
building  in  a  night  service  with  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  and  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District  Superintendent  Warren  Blake- 
man  as  special  guests. 

Pastors  are  Rev.  Tim  Lawson  and 
Rev.  Carolyn  Stokes. 

•  •  • 

The  Liturgical  Dance  Choir  and  Spirit, 
Contemporary  Christian  Music  group  of 
Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell  will  present 
scenes  of  Women  of  the  Bible  at  Alders¬ 
gate  on  Sunday,  May  7  at  7  p.m.  On  Mon¬ 
day,  May  1  the  group  performed  at  St. 
Timothy  UMC,  Mandeville.  These  pro¬ 
grams  are  sponsored  by  UMW.  Rev.  Car¬ 


ole  Cotton-Winn  and  Rev.  John  M.  Winn 
Jr.  are  co- pastors  at  Aldersgate.  Rev.  J. 
Lawrence  Maddin  is  pastor  of  St.  Timo- 

thy- 

Sunday,  May  28  at  the  10  a.m.  worship 
service  of  First  UMC,  Gueydan  Dr. 
Charles  L.  Allen  will  be  the  guest  speak¬ 
er.  Dr.  Allen  is  a  world  renowned  author, 
evangelist,  and  speaker.  He  was  also  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  world’s  largest  Methodist 
church  for  23  years,  leader  of  a  televi¬ 
sion  ministry  for  34  years,  longer  than 
any  other  minister  in  the  world.  Rev. 
Fred  B.  Moore  Jr.  is  pastor  at  First 
Church. 

•  •  • 

The  rummage  sale  which  was  conduct¬ 
ed  by  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport  was  a  great 
success.  A  total  of  $935.00  was  collected. 
This  money  will  help  buy  food  for  the 
Neighborhood  Ministries  Food  Program. 
A  special  thanks  to  those  who  contribut¬ 
ed  rummage,  helped  sort,  price,  display, 
sell,  and  buy.  The  sale  was  able  to  make 
many  people  happy.  Many  were  able  to 
find  great  things  to  purchase.  Items  left¬ 
over  were  brought  to  the  Salvation 
Army.  Rev.  Charles  B.  Simmons  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


UMW  DAY  CELEBRATED  —  UMW’s  Day  was  celebrated  Sunday  April  9  at 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC  in  Ruston.  Wesley,  the  oldest  Methodist  Church  in  Lincoln  Par¬ 
ish,  has  organized  its  first  UMW  group  in  the  church’s  149  year  history.  Mrs.  Janelle 
McCammon,  President  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  UMW,  was  the  featured  speak¬ 
er.  Miss  Elouise  Sanders,  District  President,  installed  the  following  officers:  Presi¬ 
dent,  Wanda  Neeles;  Vice  President,  Marcia  Richardson;  Secretary,  Billye  Lonidier, 
Treasurer,  Kay  Smelley;  Membership  Secretary,  Jean  Love;  Secretary  of  Program 
Resources,  Dorothy  Evans;  Mission  Co-ordinators,  Minnie  Neeles,  Jan  Rose,  Betty 
Conway,  Karen  Bell.  Rev.  James  O.  Evans  is  pastor. 
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Editorial 


Promoting  positive  coverage  of  religion 

Are  you  satisfied  with  your  daily  church  people  express  about  news  cov-  tic  issues  such  as  abortion. 


newspaper’s  coverage  of  religion? 

If  your  answer  to  this  question  is  “not 
very,"  you  have  lots  of  company. 

Only  12.2  percent  of  those  recently 
surveyed  approve  of  how  their  daily 
newspapers  cover  religious  topics  (see 
UMR,  April  28). 

The  Rev.  Judy  Weidman,  editor/di¬ 
rector  of  Religious  News  Service,  spon¬ 
sor  of  the  survey,  said  the  findings 
show  that  "some  newspapers  at  least 
could  satisfy  many  more  of  their  read¬ 
ers  if  editors  gave  more  serious 
thought  to  how  they  cover  religion." 

That  confirms,  at  least  indirectly,  what 
many  of  us  within  the  church  long  have 
suspected:  Those  who  control  the  secular 
news  media  tend  to  be  out  of  touch  with 
the  religious  interests  of  their  consumers. 

It  isn’t  surprising,  therefore,  that 
many  newspapers'  coverage  creates  a 
distorted  image  of  the  nature  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  religious  faith  in  human  life. 

We,  as  Christians,  shouldn’t  react  with 
despair  over  such  findings.  Nor  should  we 
disregard  our  own  responsibility  to  pro¬ 
mote  more  positive  religion  coverage. 

Following  are  some  typical  feelings 


erage  and  some  ways  in  which  we 
might  address  those  feelings: 

■  Media  decision-makers  often  act 
as  though  no  one  is  interested  in  what 
we  say  or  do. 

In  fact,  evidence  exists  that  ours  is  a 
time  of  unprecedented  hunger  for  spiri¬ 
tual  experience  and  meaning. 

Every  congregation  has  (1)  people 
whose  faith  stories  provide  living  exam¬ 
ples  of  how  that  hunger  is  being  satisfied 
and  (2)  ongoing  and/or  special  programs 
aimed  at  meeting  that  hunger  in  others. 

Editors’  and  reporters’  ears  tend  to 
perk  up  when  they  are  made  aware  of 
how  deep,  pervasive  human  needs  are 
being  met  in  creative,  tangible  ways.  Are 
we  doing  all  we  can  to  share  the  Chris¬ 
tian  message  in  those  terms? 

■  Editors  often  look  upon  religion  as 
an  in-house  concern  having  little  to  do 
with  the  Teal  world.’ 

Many  of  the  major  struggles  of  our 
day  are  deeply  rooted  in  religious  soil— 
the  Middle  East  conflict,  South  African 
apartheid,  and  Afghanistan’s  civil  war, 
as  well  as  human-rights  struggles  in  lo¬ 
cal  communities  and  explosive  domes- 


We,  as  Christians,  have  an  opportunity 
and  responsibility  to  help  identify  and  in¬ 
terpret  the  religious  dimensions  of  such 
struggles.  We  should  (1)  make  editors 
aware  of  special  events,  such  as  congre¬ 
gational  forums,  that  focus  on  the  rela¬ 
tionship  of  faith  to  current  events  and  (2) 
point  out  how  coverage  of  these  events 
can  help  their  readers  gain  a  better  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  world. 

■  Newspaper  editors  often  act  as 
though  scandals  are  the  only  religion- 
related  activities  that  capture  the  in¬ 
terest  and  imagination  of  secular 
readers. 

In  fact,  stories  that  help  readers  see 
themselves  in  new  and  unexpected 
ways  have  broad  appeal. 

We  in  the  church  have  countless  stories 
to  tell,  for  example,  of  faith-motivated 
people  overcoming  obstacles  and  giving 
sacrificially  to  help  others  in  need.  Most 
editors  are  likely  to  report  our  “good 
news”  if  we  remind  them  of  their  own 
professional  commitment  to  provide  a 
balanced,  accurate  picture  of  what  is  sig¬ 
nificant  to  human  life,  regardless  of  their 
own  level  of  religious  commitment. 


Here  I  Stand 

Church’s  child  care  should  be 
ministry,  not  money-maker 


By  ROBERT  S.  THURMAN 

More  and  more  children  come  from 
homes  where  both  parents— or  the  single 
parent— are  em-| 
ployed  outside  the  1 
home. 

These  children  3 
need  to  be  in  a  safe,  * 

Christian  setting  | 
while  their  parent  or  ’ 
parents  work- 
young  children  dur- 1 
ing  the  day  and  ele-  Robert  Thurman 
mentary-age  children  after  school. 

Churches  can  meet  this  need  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  community,  some  who  are 
members  of  the  local  congregation  and 
some  who  are  not.  But  a  change  has  to  be 
made  in  the  way  these  programs  are 
viewed. 

When  churches  began  offering  week¬ 
day  nursery  school  and  mother’s  day  out 
programs,  the  main  purpose  was  to  give 
mothers  some  free  time  during  the  day 
and  young  children  an  opportunity  to 
spend  time  with  other  children. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


It’s  heartless  for  church  to  deny  burial 


As  these  programs  were  considered 
useful  but  not  a  necessity,  parents  had  to 
pay  the  full  cost  of  staff  salaries,  instruc¬ 
tional  resources  and  expenses  for  use  of 
the  church  space. 

Since  they  were  not  part  of  the  ongoing 
church  program,  the  congregation  was 
not  expected  to  provide  financial  support. 
Some  churches,  seeing  child  care  as  a 
source  of  income,  would  increase  fees  at 
times  and  charge  the  program  more  to 
augment  the  operating  budget. 

Many  churches  still  use  this  self-sup¬ 
porting  approach  and  advertise  that  they 
offer  a  child-care  program. 

Yet,  when  a  congregation  provides  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  financial  support  and  the  pro¬ 
gram  has  to  reimburse  for  use  of  church 
facilities,  it  is  not  a  church  ministry  to 
the  community. 

It  is,  in  a  real  sense,  a  contracted  pro¬ 
gram.  The  church  is  paid  rent  for  use  of 
the  space.  To  claim  ownership  for  it  is 
misleading. 

The  child-care  program  of  a  church 
should  be  part  of  its  ministries  to  the 
community— to  members  and  non-mem¬ 
bers  alike. 

While  parents  might  be  asked  to  as¬ 
sume  part  of  the  expenses,  the  cost  to 
them  should  be  minimal.  The  congrega¬ 
tion  provides  funds  to  employ  well-quali¬ 
fied  people,  to  have  sufficient  space  and 


to  provide  stimulating  instructional  ma¬ 
terials.  The  congregation  does  that  as 
part  of  the  general  budget,  just  as  it 
funds  other  ministries. 

An  important  element  of  this  program 
is  the  environment.  Children  learn  what 
being  Christian  means  by  the  ways  staff 
members  demonstrate  love,  warmth  and 
caring.  Parents  see  the  Christian  faith 
practiced  by  the  congregation  when  it 
provides  this  wonderful,  safe,  stimulat¬ 
ing  setting  for  their  children. 

If  a  church  wants  to  do  something  for 
children  needing  child  care  but  is  unwill¬ 
ing  or  unable  to  provide  such  a  ministry, 
then  it  should  consider  renting  its  space 
to  a  separately  incorporated  group.  It 
shouldn’t  take  credit  for  it,  though. 

Some  years  ago  a  song  said,  “Your  re¬ 
flection  reflects  on  everything  you  do.” 
The  way  a  church  provides  for  child  care 
reflects  on  it. 

It  can  reflect  the  way  the  church 
shares  Christ’s  love  for  children  and 
their  working  parents  through  a  child¬ 
care  ministry,  or  it  can  reflect  how  it 
takes  credit  for  a  program  to  which  it 
makes  little  commitment. 

Robert  S.  Thurman  is  a  member  of 
Concord  United  Methodist  Church,  Con¬ 
cord,  Tenn.  (Tennessee  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


To  the  Editor: 

Whatever  happened  to  that  old-time 
phrase,  "The  church  is  for  sinners?" 

To  deny  a  mother  the  right  to  bury  two 
sons  next  to  each  other,  regardless  of  the 
number  of  times  she  has  attended 
church,  is  heartless  (see  UMR  editorial 
headlined,  "Must  cemetery  be  open  to  in¬ 
active  member?”  April  14). 

Supposing  Christ  had  told  Mary  Mag¬ 
dalene  that  he  had  checked  out  her 
church  record  and  didn’t  feel  she  quali¬ 
fied  for  Him  to  minister  to  her  needs. 

I  think  the  church’s  “firmed  up  rules" 
should  be  amended  to  (1)  consider  that  cir¬ 
cumstances  alter  cases  and  (2)  include  love. 

Flo  Restivo 

West  Friendship,  Maryland 

Keep  open-arms  policy 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  regard  to  the  April  14  edito¬ 
rial  headlined,  "Must  cemetery  be  open 
to  inactive  member”: 

I  was  baptized  and  nurtured  in  a  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  church.  The  name  became 
United  Methodist  and  sheltered  more  peo¬ 
ple  with  divergent  opinions.  That  was  fine; 
how  dull  if  everyone  thought  exactly  as  I 
did!  There  would  be  no  stimulation,  no  in¬ 
teresting  concepts  to  explore. 

When  the  title  became  United  Method¬ 
ist,  I  thought,  “Well,  what  a  misnomer!” 
But  if  we  can  agree  that  God  loves  us  in¬ 
dividually  and  Jesus,  the  Son,  leads  us  in 
our  journey  back  to  God,  we  can  function 
in  spite  of  minor  differences. 

Over  the  years  I  have  thought  it  good 
that  United  Methodist  ministers  felt 
able— even  empowered— to  baptize, 
marry  and  bury  people  that  other  de¬ 
nominations  refused  because  those  peo¬ 
ple  were  deemed  to  be  "unworthy.” 

One  of  my  beloved  teacher-ministers 
from  my  teen  years  explained,  “The 
grace  of  God  brought  them  to  me  with  a 
need.  I  have  to  channel  God’s  love,  as 
shown  to  me  by  Jesus  Christ,  or  I  will  be 
negating  the  grace  that  God  has  already 
given  them,  which  brought  them  to  me.” 

I  have  accepted  that  premise  as  good 
theology.  Now  that  I’m  on  the  sunny  side 
of  70, 1  also  have  to  accept,  that  to  some 
individuals,  no  difference  is  minor. 

But  I  hope  and  pray  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  can  be  known  as  the  church  with 
the  open-arms  policy  that  says:  "We  don’t 
discriminate,"  and  “We  accept  sinners." 

Anna  belle  Trenbeath 
Neche,  North  Dakota 
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By  rules  or  by  heart? 

To  the  Editor: 

We  could  debate  the  April  14  editorial 
about  the  church  that  wouldn’t  allow  an 
"inactive”  family  to  bury  its  son  in  the 
church  cemetery. 

Do  we  go  by  the  "rules,”  or  do  we  do 
by  the  "heart”? 

Would  members  of  this  family  really 
want  to  be  active  in  this  church  when 
they  are  treated  this  way?  Some  Chris¬ 
tians  are  very  “rule”  conscious,  but  re¬ 
member  how  Jesus  felt  about  "rules  and 
regulations”  and  how  love,  unconditional 
love,  was  His  message. 

The  world  would  be  exclusive  with  its 
rules  and  standards,  but  Christians 
should  walk  the  walk  even  when  it  is 
hard.  It  was  ironic  that  right  across  from 
the  editorial  was  the  headline  for  anoth¬ 
er  story,  "Make  language  more  ‘gener¬ 
ous,’  not  just  inclusive.” 

Under  the  picture  of  a  church  ceme¬ 
tery  with  the  editorial  were  the  words: 
"The  church  provides  those  services  to 
advance  the  cause  of  Christ,  not  accom¬ 
modate  desires  of  the  general  public.” 
The  "cause"  of  Christ  is  love  and  all  that 
that  includes— not  love  with  conditions 
or  based  on  performance. 

I  pray  the  grieving  family  will  find  a 
Christ-centered  church  that  will  encourage 
their  faith  and  accept  them  where  they  are. 

Jackie  Koca 
New  Lenox,  Illinois 

Courage  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  applaud  Jon  Spencer  for  his  courage 
in  exploring  a  field  that  is  so  often 
scorned  by  the  church:  popular  music 
(see  UMR,  April  7). 

My  only  regret  is  that  his  list  of  per¬ 
formers  is  too  limited.  Important  addi¬ 
tions:  Sting,  U2,  Tracy  Chapman,  Peter 
Gabriel,  Paul  Simon,  Bruce  Springsteen 
. . .  well,  you  get  the  idea. 

One  of  the  finest  features  we  have  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  our 


openness  to  ideas  and  lifestyles  we  might 
not  understand  or  agree  with.  To  slander 
Prince  and  his  art  as  offensive,  crude, 
filth  and  exploitive  is  an  insult  to  Prince 
and  his  fans. 

We  may  not  agree  with  some  or  even  all 
of  what  Prince  thinks  and  how  he  ex¬ 
presses  himself.  But  insofar  as  he  has  sin¬ 
cerely  confessed  his  faith  in  God  and 
Christian  commitment  on  numerous  occa¬ 
sions,  perhaps  it  might  do  all  of  us  some 
good— teens  and  adults  alike — to  examine 
and  explore  honestly  the  realities  and 
complexities  of  our  sexual  expressions  and 
the  responsibilities  that  it  carries  as  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  music  of  Prince. 

We  do  not  have  to  agree  with  or  adapt 
to  the  contemporary  culture,  but  we 
have  a  Christian  obligation  to  talk  with 
people  where  they  are  in  their  lives,  not 
where  we  want  them  to  be.  It  is  high 
time  the  judgments  and  accusations 
stopped  and  the  reconciliation  began. 

Mark  Thurman 
Dallas,  Texas 

Are  you  that  hard  up! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  can’t  believe  you  gave  any  coverage 
to  Duke  Divinity  School  teacher  Jon 
Spencer’s  misguided  assertions  that  slea¬ 
zy  rock  figure  Prince  is  a  preacher  (see 
UMR  editorial,  April  7). 

I’d  be  happy  to  send  you  some  substan¬ 
tive  material  to  editorialize  about  if 
you’re  that  hard  up! 

Jean  G.  Tuthill 
Denver,  Colorado 

Missions  board  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

Yes,  our  United  Methodist  Church  does 
have  an  effective  evangelistic  outreach 
through  committed  Christians  witness¬ 
ing  to  their  own  people  in  their  own  lan¬ 
guage  as  stated  by  Gary  Fritz  (see  UMR, 
April  14). 

When  we  went  to  Zaire,  the  communi- 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

It’s  a  struggle  to  forgive 
those  who  violate  our  lives 


"What’s  on  the  endangered  species  list 
now?”  asked  my  husband,  John,  after 
hearing  a  zoologist 
talk  on  TV  about 
chimpanzees.  "Law- 
abiding  citizens?” 

You’d  understand 
his  cynical  response 
if  you’ve  been  the 
victim  of  a  crime. 

Our  newly  built 
house  had  just  been 
broken  into— for  the  third  time. 

It’s  not  that  we  set  ourselves  up  for 
these  break-ins.  Our  house  has  an  alarm 
system  and  stout  locks.  We  take  every 
reasonable  precaution. 

Probably  because  of  these  security 
measures,  we’ve  at  least  slowed  down 
the  burglars.  Nothing  has  been  stolen;  a 
few  things  have  been  damaged. 

The  biggest  damage,  however,  has 
been  not  to  our  house  but  to  our  souls. 
Feelings  of  violation,  frustration  and 
helplessness  caused  by  these  repeated 
break-ins  are  almost  unbearable. 

Amid  this  welter  of  feelings  we’ve  grap¬ 
pled  with  many  unanswerable  questions: 

Who  are  these  people  that  they  at¬ 


tempt  to  steal  from  others?  Can’t  they 
get  jobs?  Have  they  no  education? 

Do  they  steal  other  people’s  things  and 
sell  them  to  have  money  for  food— or  for 
drugs? 

Do  they  have  families?  Are  they 
young,  old,  male,  female,  black,  white, 
red,  yellow,  brown? 

Why  would  they  steal? 

Amid  our  human  responses  of  anger  and 
hurt  comes  the  reminder  that  our  Lord 
commands  us  to  forgive  not  seven  times 
but  70  times  seven  (Matthew  18:21-22). 

So  we  struggle  to  forgive  these  thieves, 
for  our  own  sake  as  well  as  theirs. 

And  we  struggle  to  keep  the  dark 
memories  of  these  repeated  incidents 
from  robbing  even  Christ,  lest  shackles 
of  hatred  bind  the  lives  we  strive  daily  to 
give  to  Him  in  joyful  obedience. 

Yet  we  wonder  if  the  burglars  will 
continue  to  cause  endless  violence  and 
havoc.  What  will  be  their  destiny? 

We  remember  another  thief  who  at  his 
last  moment  of  life  recognized  Christ  as 
Lord  and  so  gained  Paradise. 

We  pray  that  those  who  broke  into  our 
house  will  come  to  the  same  fate. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Cynthia  Astle 
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ty  of  believers  was  growing  in  the  cities 
and  the  villages  through  the  witness  of 
men  and  women  who  found  salvation  in 
Christ  from  the  first  missionaries  to  en¬ 
ter  that  area.  The  role  of  the  missionary 
was  to  support  those  first-  and  second- 
generation  Christians  and  train  them  in 
more  effective  evangelism. 

As  the  church  and  nations  around  the 
world  grow,  the  requirements  for  mis¬ 
sionary  service  grow.  As  Mr.  Fritz 
states,  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  must  require  adequate  prepara¬ 
tion,  and,  as  the  Africans  say,  “an 
experience  of  and  witness  for  Christ.” 

Some  judge  our  board  for  requiring 
too  much,  some  for  not  requiring  the 
right  qualification,  seldom  for  not 
enough.  National  leaders  have  an  in¬ 
creasing  voice  in  the  selection  of  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

Let’s  really  support  the  national  leader¬ 
ship  in  our  global  fellowship.  Our  church 
in  America  has  a  very  effective  way, 
through  Church  World  Service,  Advance 
Special  Projects,  Church  Growth  and  De¬ 
velopment,  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  and  special  appeals. 

Let’s  not  underevaluate  the  need  of 
our  worldwide  church  today  for  mission¬ 
ary  involvement.  Let’s  support  our  mis¬ 
sions  board  in  sending  missionaries 
where  needed.  Their  spiritual  fruitful¬ 
ness  is  multiplied  manifold  in  mutual  ef¬ 
fort  with  national  leadership. 

Everett  L.  Woodcock 
Camp  Hill,  Pennsylvania 

Thanks  for  stand 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  printing  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  by  Gary  Fritz  headlined, 
“We  don’t  need  to  send  Americans  to  win 
people  overseas  for  Christ"  (see  UMR, 
April  14). 

I’ve  realized  for  some  years  that  we  as 
Christians  were  arrogant  to  think  that 
only  white  Americans  could  spread  the 
Gospel. 

Since  Third  World  churches  are  the  fast¬ 
est  growing  portion  of  the  church,  perhaps 
we  need  to  take  a  message  from  them  in¬ 
stead  of  insisting  on  sending  them  ours.  In 
spite  of  some  of  its  problems,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  still  our  most 
effective  means  of  evangelizing. 

We  need  to  pray  for  it,  not  condemn  it. 
Miriam  Stratham 
Grass  Valley,  California 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“You  shall  love  the  Lord  your  God 
with  all  your  heart  and  with  all  your 
soul  and  with  all  your  mind.  This  is 
the  great  and  first  commandment.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Matthew  5:16) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  7 
Monday:  Psalms  97:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  97:6-12 
Wednesday:  Acts  16:1-15 
Thursday:  Acts  16:16-34 
Friday:  John  17:20-26 
Saturday:  Revelation  22:1-11 
Sunday:  Revelation  22:12-14, 16-20 


My  Witness 

Angelic  vision  inspires  hope 
that  Easter  conies  every  day 


By  LAURA  SEXTON 

I  attend  a  small  but  growing  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  the  suburbs. 
The  church  is  not 
only  growing  in 
members  but  also  in 
Christ.  Along  with 
the  growth  in  Christ 
has  come  His  pres¬ 
ence. 

This  year  on  Good 
Friday,  late  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  my  7-year-  Laura  Sexton 
old  daughter  and  I  sat  down  to  read  in 
Matthew’s  Gospel  from  the  Last  Supper 
through  the  Resurrection.  Jesus’  praying 
and  crucifixion  were  uncomfortable  to  us, 
but  we  both  knew  Easter  was  coming. 

That  evening  we  went  to  the  Good  Fri¬ 
day  service  at  our  church.  Our  pastor  led 
the  service  based  on  Luke’s  Gospel  and 
brought  home  Jesus’  pain  and  suffering. 

We  were  invited  to  come  forward  and 
pound  a  nail  into  wood  and  thank  Jesus 
for  dying  for  “my”  sins.  The  lights  were 
off  except  for  the  lighted  cross. 

The  altar  and  candles  were  covered 


with  black  cloth,  and  the  piano  was 
played  very  softly  as,  one-by-one,  each 
person  present  pounded  in  a  nail.  I  felt  a 
catch  in  my  throat. 

After  everyone  was  done,  silence  filled 
the  sanctuary  as  I  prayed  my  soul  out  to 
God.  I  imagine  those  present  were  doing 
the  same. 

While  my  eyes  were  closed  and  my 
head  was  bowed,  a  sensation  filled  me.  It 
was  a  feeling  of  pure  joy.  For  a  brief  mo¬ 
ment  an  angel  was  present  and  glowing. 

And  then  I  knew— really  knew!— Eas¬ 
ter  was  truly  coming.  I  knew  Christ 
could  have  asked  God  to  spare  Him,  but 
He  remained  silent  for  me! 

He  endured  pain  unimaginable  both 
from  the  crucifixion  and  the  betrayal  of 
His  disciples  for  me  and  for  anyone  who 
believes  in  Him. 

The  angel  came  as  a  messenger  to  tell 
me:  Easter  is  every  day,  not  just  one 
Sunday  a  year. 

Laura  Sexton  is  a  member  of  Salem 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Inver  Grove 
Heights,  Minn.  (Minnesota  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 


Addressing  The 
Issues  Head-On 


Hear  The  Cry! 

A  Latino  Pastor  Challenges  the  Church 

Harold  J.  Recinos  Foreword  by  Richard  Shaull 

ut  of  his  own  early  life  on  the  streets  and  his  later 
experience  as  pastor  of  a  Latino  parish  in  New  York, 
the  author  brings  third  world  theology  home  to  the 
United  States  in  this  “inspiring  and  instructive 
example  of  the  possibilities  for  the  Church’s  mis¬ 
sion,  not  only  in  the  barrio,  but  elsewhere  as  well.” 

—  Justo  L.  Gonzalez,  Adjunct  Professor  of  Church  His¬ 
tory,  Columbia  Theological  Seminary.  Paper  511.95 

The  W&ll  of  Separation 

A  Primer  on  Church  and  State 
William  M.  Ramsay 

rawing  upon  the  Bible,  European  and  American 
history,  and  Supreme  Court  cases,  William  Ramsay, 
author  of  The  Layman's  Guide  to  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  cites  current  religious  movements  as  the 
main  cause  of  the  decay  of  the  separation  of  church 
and  state  in  the  U.S.A.  He  challenges  Christians  to 
address  this  issue  and  to  help  maintain  the  separation. 
“A  very  good  effort.  Dr.  Ramsay  succeeds  quite  well  in  his  purpose.  I 
agree  there  is  a  wide  need  for  this  kind  of  material.  He  provides  the 
background  that  will  enable  readers  to  reach  their  own  conclusions." 

—  Charles  Weltner,  Justice,  Georgia  Supreme  Court.  Paper  S7.95 

Published  by  Westminster/John  Knox  Press 


r*  ^  c  k  ■  ■  r  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBUKY  STORE 

mgfP  VwUKtrbDUly  or  call  toll-free: 

7  1-800-672-1789 

7:30-5:00  Central  time  or 
8:30-4:30  Pacific  time. 
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LOS  ANGELES-United  Method¬ 
ists  of  all  races  and  cultures  con¬ 
tribute  to  “Celebrating  Our  Life 
Together,”  the  Heritage  Sunday  ob¬ 
servance  staged  April  23  by  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia-Pacific  Annual  Conference. 
Above,  black  and  Pacific  Islander 
dancers  from  Inglewood  (Calif.) 
United  Methodist  Church  perform 
an  interpretative  dance  for  crowds 
during  the  pre-show  exhibition. 
Right,  Spanish-speaking  missionary 
Mary  Jean  Friennieto  of  Long 
Beach,  Calif.,  talks  with  one  of  the 
participants.  Ms.  Friennieto  was 
one  of  a  dozen  missionaries  sta¬ 
tioned  at  various  exhibits  through¬ 
out  the  “festival  of  ministry”  before 
the  worship  service.  Left,  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  portrayed  by  the  Rev.  “Bobs” 
Watson,  waves  to  the  crowd  as  he 
enters  the  Shrine  Auditorium 
astride  a  horse. 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS 
BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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Heritage  event 
packs  theater 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES— Visions  of  God’s 
kingdom  suffused  this  Babylon  of  the 
West  April  23  when  more  than  6,000 
United  Methodists  celebrated  Heritage 
Sunday  with  a  “festival  of  faith.” 

A  sellout  crowd  at  $5  a  person  packed 
Los  Angeles’  6,308-seat  Shrine  Auditori¬ 
um-frequent  site  of  the  motion  picture 
industry’s  Academy  Awards— for  a  pro¬ 
fessionally  produced  and  written  90-min- 
ute  program. 

“Celebrating  Our  Life  Together”  was 
the  California-Pacific  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence’s  way  of  fulfilling  a  “vision”  adopt¬ 
ed  at  its  1986  session:  “To  lift  up  symbols 
and  events  that  proclaim  who  we  are  as 
United  Methodists  in  our  third  century.” 

The  event  opened  in  true  Methodist 
tradition  with  hymn  singing  led  by  Ra- 
quel  Gutierrez-Achon  and  Marjorie 
Tuell,  wife  of  Los  Angeles  Area  Bishop 
Jack  M.  Tuell. 

Mrs.  Gutierrez-Achon  and  Mrs.  Tuell 
both  served  on  the  committee  that  edited 
the  new  United  Methodist  Hymnal.  The 
songs  they  led  from  the  new  hymnal  rep¬ 
resented  black,  Filipino,  Hispanic,  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  and  Muscogee 
Indian  heritages. 

A  trumpet  fanfare  announced  the  pro¬ 
cessional  of  youths  carrying  -flags  repre¬ 
senting  about  two  dozen  countries  from 
United  Methodists’  heritage. 

Introduction  of  the  Rev.  Robert  B. 
“Bobs”  Watson,  portraying  John  Wesley, 
brought  applause  and  cheers  of  delight. 

“Father  Wesley”  served  as  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  pivotal  character,  bridging  the 
production  from  the  heritage  of  the  past 
to  the  hopes  of  the  future. 

The  past  was  exalted  even  further  as 
more  than  six  times  the  number  of 
“tongues”  envisioned  by  Charles  Wesley 
sang  his  most  famous  hymn,  “0  For  a 
Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing,”  and  threat¬ 
ened  thereby  to  raise  the  Shrine  Audito¬ 
rium’s  roof. 

Actors  Luis  Avalos,  Stu  Gilliam,  Beu¬ 
lah  Quo  and  Los  Angeles  newscaster  Car¬ 
ol  LeBeau,  all  United  Methodists,  then 
led  responsive  readings  of  “Our  Doctrin¬ 
al  Heritage,”  "Our  Christian  Affirma¬ 
tions”  and  “Our  Social  Creed.”  The  first 
two  were  adapted  especially  for  this  ser¬ 
vice,  the  latter  taken  directly  from  the 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline. 

Interspersed  with  the  responsive  read¬ 
ings  were  musical  performances  by  a 
300-voice  mass  choir  from  the  Los  Ange- 


Bishop  says  we 
should  be  proud 
to  be  in  UMC 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
LOS  ANGELES— Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell 
is  “proud  to  be  a  United  Methodist.” 

And  he  thinks  the  rest  of  us  have  rea¬ 
son  to  be  proud,  too. 

The  resident  bishop  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Area  gave  three  major  reasons  for  “hon¬ 
est  pride”  in  United  Methodism  during 
his  remarks  at  the  massive  Heritage 
Sunday  event  April  23: 

y  Community.  "With  40,000  clergy 
and  over  9  million  members,  we  still  ma¬ 
jor  in  community,”  Bishop  Tuell  said. 
“And  we  are  a  leader  in  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  unity  among  all  Christian  com¬ 
munions.” 

y  Support  of  freedom.  "United  Meth¬ 
odists  yield  to  no  one  in  love  of  country,” 
Bishop  Tuell  said.  "But  it  is  idolatry  to 
blindly  follow  a  nation’s  policies.  United 
Methodists  support  a  free  pulpit  in  a  free 
church  in  a  free  land.” 

y  Zeal.  “Our  zeal  comes  from  a 
warmed  heart,  not  a  bigoted  mind,” 
Bishop  Tuell  said.  “This  zeal  is  the  en¬ 
gine  of  our  connectionalism.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  “is  not 
perfect,”  the  bishop  acknowledged. 

“But  despite  our  flaws,  we  can  be 
proud  of  it,”  he  urged.  "We  can  be  loyal 
to  each  other,  to  our  heritage  and  to  our 
Lord,  so  that  we  may  play  our  full  part 
to  save  our  nation  and  the  world.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


les-area  United  Methodist  churches,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  Pasadena  Chamber 
Orchestra  and  organist  Ladd  Thomas. 
Altogether  the  event  had  more  than  400 
performers,  said  coordinator  Hans  L. 
Holbom. 

The  audience  nonetheless  reserved  its 
longest,  warmest  ovation  for  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  Bishop  Tuell. 

His  remarks  (see  accompanying  story) 
led  the  gathering  toward  its  recitation  of 
John  Wesley’s  “Covenant”  prayer  and  the 
closing  hymn,  “Rejoice,  the  Lord  is  King.” 

Los  Angeles— area  United  Methodists 
who  are  media  professionals  donated  their 
services  to  be  the  event’s  production  team. 


Africa  university  plans  move  forward 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

MUTARE,  Zimbabwe— The  word  is 
"go”— almost. 

With  a  favorable  report  from  a  Zimbab¬ 
wean  government  commission,  the  naming 
of  a  president-elect  and  selection  of  a  dean- 
elect  for  the  theological  school,  plans  for 
the  first  United  Methodist  university  in  Af¬ 
rica  moved  closer  to  fruition  April  17-22. 

The  university  is  to  be  built  on  1,000 
acres  of  church-owned  land  at  Old  Mu- 
tare.  That’s  about  150  miles  east  of  Har¬ 
are,  the  nation’s  capital. 

Among  key  accomplishments  made 
during  the  university’s  first  board  of  di¬ 
rectors’  meeting  in  Zimbabwe: 

•  Church  and  board  executives 
learned  that  a  government-appointed 
commission  was  “very  favorable”  about 


the  church’s  proposed  school  and  have 
forwarded  the  report  to  President  Rob¬ 
ert  Mugabe  and  his  cabinet  for  action, 
possibly  within  two  months. 

•  Both  the  Zimbabwean  chief  jus¬ 
tice— a  United  Methodist  laymah— and 
the  speaker  of  the  Zimbabwean  Parlia¬ 
ment  voiced  strong  support  for  the 
church’s  proposal  and  vowed  to  exert  in¬ 
fluence  to  speed  the  approval  process. 

•The  university’s  board  of  directors, 
in  negotiation  with  the  government, 
agreed  to  change  the  proposed  opening 
date  from  Spring  1990  to  Spring  1991.  Ex¬ 
pected  to  open  are  three  schools— theol¬ 
ogy,  education  and  business 
administration— with  150  students. 

•  The  Rev.  John  W.Z.  Kurewa  of  Har¬ 
are,  Zimbabwe,  was  named  president¬ 
elect  of  the  university.  The  Rev.  Yemba 


CLASSIFIED 

DO  YOU  NEED  UMC  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  with  24 
years  leaching  and  pastoral  experience?  I  prefer  min¬ 
istry  in  Tennessee  related  to  pastoral  care,  adult  edu¬ 
cation,  and  singles  Earned  doctorate  and  seminary. 
UMR,  Box  660275,  Dept  MT,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT  for 
3000-member  church.  Job  description  available  Send 
resume  by  June  1,  1989  to.  Search  Committee  Christ 
Church  United  Methodist,  4614  Brownsboro  Rd,  Louis¬ 
ville,  KY  40207. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRIES  for  2850- 
member  church.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  Ur. 

Dr  Karl  K.  Stegall,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
2416  West  Cloveraale  Park,  Montgomery,  AL  36194. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT  for 
growing  church  with  over  1300  members.  Job  descrip¬ 
tion  available  Direct  inquiries  by  May  15:  Clear  Lake 
Presbyterian  Church,  c/o  Dan  Bland  1511  El  Dorado 
Boulevard,  Houston,  TX  77062-3499. 

FOR  RENT:  LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  NC  3  bedroom  lake 
front  cottage  All  electric,  screened  porch,  lake  view, 
furnished  for  eight  Weekly/monthly,  May-October. 
Rev.  M.B.  Hudnafl,  Clemson,  SC,  (803)  654-5859. 

STAINED  GLASS  RESTORATION  AND  DESIGN. 
Serving  North  Dakota  to  Western  Pennsylvania.  For 
more  information  send  inquiries  to:  American  Stained 
Glass,  261  West  Mark  Street,  Winona,  MN  55987. 

"TELLING  THE  STORY  IN  THE  GLOBAL  Village". 
The  Network  of  Biblical  Storytellers  announces  the 
third  festival  of  Biblical  storytelling.  Thirty  work¬ 
shops,  sharing  from  the  1988  Russia  storytelling  dele- 
gation,  story-learning  from  master  Biblical 
storytellers.  July  25-28, 1989  at  Wittenberg  University, 
Springfield,  OH.  For  information:  The  Network  of 
Biblical  Storytellers,  1810  Harvard  Blvd.,  Dayton,  OH 
45406.  Phone:  (513)278-5817,  ext.  164. 

HIDEAWAY  IN  GATLINBURG-  COTTAGE  sleeps 
eight  Walk  to  town  and  park  trails.  Creek  and  dty 
park  nearby.  $300.00  weekly.  (703)  646-3528. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a 
trained  professional  Outstanding  persons  available 
Free  service  Church  Musicians’  National  Referral  Ser¬ 
vice,  Dept  18,  Box  36.  Huntington,  WV  257060036. 

SOUTHERN  PINES  UNITED  METHODIST  Church, 
a  dynamic  800-member  church,  needs  a  full-time,  ex¬ 
perienced  Organist/Choir  Director  ResponsibiliUes 
for  5  choirs;  volunteer  recruitment;  administration; 
team  player.  Salary,  continuing  education,  and  vaca¬ 
tion  are  negotiable.  Southern  Pines  UMC,  Attn;  Rod- 
ney  Hamm,  175  Midland  Rd.,  Southern  Pines,  NC 
28387.  (919)  692-3518. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies  near 
Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely  fur¬ 
nished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four  weeks.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynes- 
ville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable  rates.  On 
Nob  Hill.  1040  Bush  Street  San  Francisco.  CA  94109 
(415)673-6768. 

ORGANIST  AND  CHOIR  DIRECTOR,  part-time  or 
full-time  Organist/Director  for  Christ  United  Method- 
1st  Church  By  The  Sea,  Vero  Beach,  FL  Electronic  or¬ 
gan.  Send  resume  to:  3755  North  A-l-A,  32963  and/or 
call  (407)  231-1661.  Salary  negotiable 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at  Kel¬ 
ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or  more). 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned  lodging,  swim- 
ming.  $8  tickets.  New  grilled  burger  cookout,  and 
breakfast  All  for  $23  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

ESTABLISHED  COMPREHENSIVE  metropolitan 
ministry  for  the  homeless  with  staff  of  20  and  budget 
of  $740,000  in  coastal  city  of  250,000  seeks  Executive 
Director.  Must  be  creative  planner  with  proven  experi¬ 
ence  in  fund  raising  and  public  relations.  Prefer  com¬ 
passionate  candidate  with  experience  in  interfaith 
management  activities.  Advanced  degree  and  grant 
writing  capabilities  required.  Send  resumes  to:  Search 
Committee,  1919  Leopard,  Corpus  Christi,  TX  78408  by 
June  15, 1989.  EOE 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 
position  available  at  2,000-member  church  in  a  com¬ 
munity  of  25,000  with  a  state  university.  Initial  empha¬ 
sis  on  ministry  with  4 th- 1 2th  grades.  Prefer 
certification  and/or  master’s  degree,  but  will  consider 
bachelor's  degree,  experience  and  training.  Resumes 
by  May  17  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Box  327, 
ESnporia,  KS  66801. 

VISITATION  PASTOR-EVANGELICAL  CHURCH. 

1200  members,  seeking  part-time  retired  pastor  to  as¬ 
sist  pastor  with  hospital/shut-in  visitation.  Approxi¬ 
mately  20  hours  weekly  Also  assist  with  follow-up 
pastoral  care.  Lake  Shore  UMC,  2246  B landing  Blvd., 
Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST.  MOLLER  PIPE  organ. 
Gear  Lake  UMC.  Seek  keyboard  technique  as  soloist 
and  accompanist  knowledge  of  similar  instrument 
registration  and  versatility,  interest  and  capability  for 
ongoing  development  of  the  instrument  ana  enthusias¬ 
tic  attitude  toward  music  program.  Contact  Bill 
McDaniel,  16303  Longvale  Dr.,  Houston,  TX  77059.  (713) 
488-4817  no  later  than  June  1, 1989. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  1500-MEMBER  church 
for  youth  director  with  Christian  education  or  other 
skills.  Salary  to  be  negotiated  Would  consider  full-time 
or  part-time  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1981,  Pampa,  TX 
79066-1981.(806)669-7411. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WITH  GENERAL  WORK  in 
Christian  education  and/or  pastoral  ministry  2000 
members.  Salary  and  job  description  negotiable  Posi¬ 
tion  open  to  ordained,  diaconal  or  experienced  lay 
worker.  Send  resume  to:  Rev  Bob  Younts,  First  UMC, 
2300  Country  Gub,  Duncan,  OK  73533. 

DIRECTOR  OF  RECREATION  AND  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries.  1,000-member  church  with  new  Family  Life  Cen- 
ter  seeks  creative  person  to  develop  recreational 
ministry  with  all  ages  and  to  lead  youth  ministry.  For¬ 
est  Lake  UMC,  1711  Fourth  Avenue  Tuscaloosa,  AL 
35401. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  PROGRESSIVE  evangelistic 
church  of  650  members  needs  experienced  person  with 
excellent  references,  salary  negotiable.  Ken  Miller, 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  2525  Center  Road, 

SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL  WITH  SECONDARY  certifica¬ 
tion  for  private  school  Administrator,  Resident  Student 
Counselors,  supervise  dormitory  students/ manage  fa¬ 
cility,  single  or  married  couple  Secondary  teachers 
certified  chemistry /physics,  art,  higher  level  math. 
Red  Bird  Mission,  Beverly,  KY  40913.  (606)  598-5135. 

Venice,  FL  34292.  Phone  (813)  493-3668. 

WANTED:  BUSINESS  MANAGER-DEDICATED  in¬ 
dividual  with  business  background,  accounting  and 
computer  skills.  Benefit  package  includes  housing,  util¬ 
ities.  Red  Bird  Missioa  Beverly,  KY  40913.  Telephone 
(606)598-5135. 

Kekumba  of  Kinshasha,  Zaire,  was 
named  dean-elect  of  the  theological  col¬ 
lege.  Both  are  United  Methodists. 

Dr.  Kurewa  has  been  secretary  to 
Zimbabwean  Parliament  since  1983  (he 
was  deputy  secretary  1980-83).  In  that 
position  he  manages  budget,  staff  and 
day-to-day  operations  of  the  nation’s  top 
legislative  body.  Since  1987,  Dr.  Kurewa 
has  been  on-site  manager  of  the  Africa 
University  project. 

He  has  also  worked  as  evangelism  sec¬ 
retary  for  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
in  Geneva,  Switzerland;  administrative  as¬ 
sistant  to  Zimbabwean  Bishop  Abel  T.  Mu- 
zorewa;  lecturer  at  Epworth  Theological 
College  and  the  University  of  Zimbabwe  in 
Harare;  and  pastor  at  the  Old  Mutare  Mis¬ 
sion  and  on  the  Chikwizo  Circuit. 

Dr.  Kekumba  is  a  rector  of  the  inter¬ 
national  Protestant  Faculty  of  Theology 
in  Kinshasa,  Zaire.  He  has  held  posts  at 
the  school  as  president,  vice  dean  and 
chairman  of  the  department  of  system¬ 
atic  theology. 


Bill  Moyers:  ‘Spiritual  quest 9  top  story 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Television  jour¬ 
nalist  Bill  Moyers  said  Americans  are 
on  a  spiritual  quest  that  makes  reli¬ 
gion  "the  story  of  the  next  50  years.” 

Speaking  to  200  religious  public  re¬ 
lations  professionals,  the  former 
Southern  Baptist  minister  said  this 
search  for  faith,  meaning  and  values 
represents  a  major  challenge  to  the 
news  media. 

“I’ve  given  up  the  beat  of  politics,” 
Mr.  Moyers  said  April  20.  “I’ve  given 
up  the  beat  of  international  affairs 
because  I  want  to  cover  this  beat.  It  is 
the  biggest  story  of  the  millennium.” 

The  public’s  responses  to  “The 
Power  of  Myth,”  his  TV  series  of  con¬ 
versations  with  the  late  mythologist 
Joseph  Campbell,  provides  evidence 
of  this  trend,  he  said. 

More  than  34  million  people  have 


watched  the  public  television  series, 
and  the  book  based  on  it  has  been  on 
the  “New  York  Times”  best-seller  list 
for  45  weeks,  Mr.  Moyers  said. 

He  told  the  audience  that  he  has  re¬ 
ceived  100,000  personal  letters  about 
the  series.  And  he  reads  all  of  them. 

“The  response  to  Campbell  ...  has 
been  the  most  phenomenal  response 
to  anything  I  have  done  in  18  years  of 
television,”  he  said.  “It  is  evidence  of 
this  profound  search  going  on  in  this 
alienated  world,”  a  search  by  people 
“looking  for  an  experience  of  belief.” 

Mr.  Moyers,  a  former  aide  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  made  the  re¬ 
marks  as  he  received  an  award  from 
the  Religious  Public  Relations  Coun¬ 
cil.  It  honored  him  for,  among  other 
things,  covering  topics  that  often 
“don’t  make  it  into  the  mainstream  of 
commercial  television.” 

Mr.  Moyers  urged  news  organiza¬ 


tions  to  “go  beyond  the  headlines”  of 
religious  conflict  and  strife  in  places 
like  the  Middle  East. 

“I’m  talking  about  something  far 
below  the  surface,  a  spiritual  quest 
for  a  new  and  deeper  understanding 
on  the  part  of  individuals  for  the  fun¬ 
damental  and  universal  principles  of 
faith  and  what  it  means  to  our  com¬ 
mon  life  on  our  planet,"  he  said. 

He  told  the  group  he  accepted  its  an¬ 
nual  Wilbur  Award  as  a  “metaphor  for 
all  journalists  covering  this  story,  an 
invitation  to  my  professional  communi¬ 
ty  to  fasten  on  to  what  is  the  story  of 
the  21st  century,  which  is  looking  for  a 
new  human  story,  laced  with  God.” 

“I  sense  such  a  deep  and  powerful 
stirring  in  the  world  that  is  religious  in 
nature,  exciting,  hopeful,”  he  said.  “. . . 
I  am  hoping  my  colleagues  in  journal¬ 
ism  sense  this  and  report  on  it  because 
it  is  the  story  of  the  next  50  years.” 


UMs  question  ties  to  Christie  Institute 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

What’s  the  Christie  Institute? 

Why  has  the  United  Methodist  mission 
board  given  more  than  $30,000  to  support 
the  institute’s  lawsuit  involving  figures 
linked  to  the  Iran-contra  scandal? 

Nationally  syndicated  newspaper  col¬ 
umnist  Georgie  Anne  Geyer  spotlighted 
those  questions  in  a  recent  article. 

Ms.  Geyer  applauded  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women’s  group  in  Jacksonville,  Ill., 
for  withholding  pledges  to  a  United 
Methodist  agency  that  had  contributed 
$11,000  to  the  institute. 

The  Elva  Harper  Circle  at  950-member 
Jacksonville  United  Methodist  Church  is 
refusing  to  pay  half  its  1989  pledge  to  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  That’s  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missions  board. 

“We  believe  that  missions  money  should 
not  be  used  for  accomplishment  of  politi¬ 
cal  goals,"  members  of  the  circle  said  in  a 
formal  explanation  of  their  actions. 

Mission  funds  should  be  used  “to  bring 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  unbelievers, 
to  plant  churches  in  developing  areas,  to 
feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked  and 
heal  the  sick,”  the  circle  members  said. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nugent  Jr., 
chief  executive  of  the  mission  board, 
said  that  decisions  to  get  involved  in  a 
lawsuit  like  Christie’s  have  to  be  made 
on  a  case-by-case  basis. 

“Many  concerns  of  the  church— such 
as  human-rights  concerns— have  politi¬ 
cal  implications,”  Dr.  Nugent  said.  “Just 
because  [an  issue]  becomes  politically 
charged,  it  doesn’t  mean  the  church 
should  back  off  from  supporting  it." 

Staff  members  and  elected  missions 
board  directors  should  carefully  assess 
each  recommendation  brought  before 
them,  he  said. 


“We  can’t  go  in  in  just  every  case,” 
said  Dr.  Nugent.  “I  think  the  church 
needs  to  be  very  careful  about  which 
ones  and  why.” 

So,  what  is  the  Christie  Institute? 

It’s  a  Washington-based  public  interest 
law  firm  and  public  policy  center. 

Its  "La  Penca”  lawsuit  captured  head¬ 
lines  in  May  1986  by  naming  as  defen¬ 
dants  29  people  later  implicated  in  the 
Iran-contra  affair. 

The  affair,  involving  Lt.  Col.  Oliver 
North  and  the  diversion  of  funds  from 
arms  sales  to  Iran  to  activities  of  the 
contra  rebels  in  Nicaragua,  drew  nation¬ 
al  attention  in  congressional  hearings. 

U.S.  District  Judge  James  L.  King 
threw  the  case  out  of  court  in  Miami  last 
summer.  He  said  it  was  "based  on  rumor 
and  speculation.”  He  ordered  the  insti¬ 
tute  to  pay  the  defendants  $1.2  million  to 
defray  their  legal  fees. 

The  institute  is  appealing  that  deci¬ 
sion.  The  organization  has  posted  a  $1.2 
million  appeal  bond.  The  appeal  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  heard  this  fall. 

The  lawsuit,  which  sought  $23.8  million 
in  damages,  accused  the  29  defendants  of 
conspiring  in  covert  activities— ranging 
from  political  assassination  to  smuggling 
cocaine  into  the  United  States— to  finance 
weapons  sales  to  the  contra  rebels.  The 
sales  were  said  to  be  in  defiance  of  a  con¬ 
gressional  ban  on  such  aid. 

Just  why  is  a  United  Methodist  agency 
supporting  the  institute  and  its  lawsuit? 

Mia  Adjali,  an  official  with  the  Wom¬ 
en's  Division’s  Section  on  Christian  Social 
Relations,  said  the  “La  Penca”  lawsuit 
embraces  several  Women’s  Division  con¬ 
cerns.  Those  include  funding  military  op¬ 
erations  in  Central  America,  covert 
operations  in  violation  of  U.S.  laws  and 
drug  smuggling  into  the  United  States. 

Ms.  Adjali  said  the  Women’s  Division’s 


support  was  an  attempt  to  get  at  root 
causes  of  those  problems. 

She  said  that  no  Women’s  Division 
funds  have  been  given  to  the  institute 
since  1987.  That’s  when  elected  Women’s 
Division  directors  voted  to  contribute 
$10,000.  Previously,  they  had  given  the 
institute  $1,000. 


Elected  directors  of  the  mission  board’s 
world  and  national  missions  arms  voted  to 
give  another  $20,000  ($10,000  from  each 
agency)  that  same  year. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York 
Area),  one  of  the  elected  Women's  Divi¬ 
sion  directors,  is  on  the  Christie  Institute 
board. 
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PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  DAVID  LOWES  WATSON 

Wesley’s  open-air  preaching  marked 

BRISTOL,  England — United  Methodist  Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job  (right)  and 
the  Rev.  A.  Raymond  George,  warden  of  the  New  Room  in  Bristol,  stand 
beside  a  plaque  unveiled  April  2  to  mark  the  250th  anniversary  of  open-air 
preaching  by  John  Wesley,  founder  of  Methodism.  The  plaque  was  placed  at 
a  site  near  a  brickyard  where  tradition  holds  that  Wesley  first  “submitted 
to  be  more  vile  and  proclaimed  in  the  highways  the  glad  tidings  of  salva¬ 
tion.”  Bishop  Job  (Iowa  Area)  led  a  delegation  to  England  for  the  event. 
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‘Openly  gay  man’  added 
to  homosexuality  study  panel 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS) — An  "openly 
gay  man’’  has  become  the  27th  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  to 
Study  Homosexuality. 

William  M.  Kent,  an  attorney  from 
Fernandina  Beach,  Fla.,  was  nominated 
by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
April  24. 

At  their  first  meeting  in  February, 
members  of  the  committee  wrestled 
with  whether  they  should  add  an  openly 
homosexual  man  to  the  group.  The  study 
committee  already  includes  a  lesbian 
member. 

Family  removes  brother’s  body 
from  Lutheran  church  cemetery 

PRINCETON,  Minn.  (RNS)— Two 
brothers  who  were  buried  apart  because 
of  a  church  regulation  have  now  been  re¬ 
united  in  the  same  cemetery. 

Zion  Lutheran  Church  in  Crown,  Minn., 
had  refused  permission  for  the  family  of 
20-year-old  Willy  Bjork  to  bury  him  in 
the  church  cemetery  where  his  brother, 
Troy  was  buried  UMR  editorial,  April 
14.) 

Church  elders  said  the  refusal  was 
based  on  the  family  no  longer  being  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri 
Synod  congregation. 

Delegates  from  mission  agency 
to  attend  anti-apartheid  rally 

NEW  YORK— The  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  to  send  a  delegation 
of  elected  directors  and  staff  members 
to  the  “Soweto  Days’  March"  in  support 
of  South  Africa  in  Washington  June  16-17. 

The  delegation  is  also  to  participate  in 
a  “march  for  children”  near  the  White 
House  June  17. 

Leaders  of  annual  conference  boards 
of  global  ministries  will  be  asked  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  march  and  sponsor  letter- 
writing  campaigns  to  U.S.  senators. 
Those  letters  are  to  urge  support  for  a 
comprehensive  economic  sanctions  bill 
(S.  507)  against  South  Africa. 

United  Methodists  challenged 
to  fight  AIDS  discrimination 

NASHVILLE  (RNS) — Your  church  has 
an  “awesome  responsibility”  to  model 
acceptance  of  people  with  AIDS  for  the 
rest  of  society. 

That  was  the  counsel  of  Colleen  Cpn- 
way-Welch,  Vanderbilt  University  nurs¬ 
ing  professor,  during  a  recent  United 
Methodist-sponsored  conference  on  sexu¬ 
ality  (see  UMR,  April  21). 

“Churches  are  the  grass  roots,”  Ms. 
Conway-Welch  said.  “They  are  people 
who  assemble  at  regular  times  who  want 
to  do  good  and  have  compassion  and  also 
have  the  resources  for  education,  volun- 
teerism  and  setting  the  standard  against 
discrimination  and  for  assuring  confi¬ 
dentiality.” 

Youth  ministry  certification 
approved  by  ministry  division 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Youth  minis¬ 
ters  could  be  taken  more  seriously  in  the 
future  through  a  new  certification  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  has  ap¬ 
proved  a  program  that  will  assure  local 
churches  and  institutions  of  a  youth 
worker’s  competence  in  academic  train¬ 
ing,  work  experience,  continuing  study 
and  personal  standards. 

One  requirement  unique  to  youth  min¬ 
istry  certification  will  be  a  minimum 
age  of  25. 

For  details,  write  Division  of  Diaconal 
Ministry,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202-0871. 

ILLUSTRATE 
YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  that  church  anniversary 
with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  illus¬ 
tration.  This  art  can  be  used  in  bro¬ 
chures,  art  prints,  posters,  etc. 

Artist,  Tom  Gibson  has  over  19  years 
of  capable,  professional  experience. 

Call  Tom  today  for  this  exceptional  op¬ 
portunity. 

Mission  Communications  | 
_  (214)630-6495 


JOHN  B.  COBB,  JR. 

United  Methodist  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 

on 

COMMON  SENSE 
CHRISTIANITY 

by  C.  Randolph  Ross 


“Pulls  no  punches,  dodges  no  issues,  uses 
no  rhetoric  or  ambiguity.  He  sometimes 
irritates  and  shocks.  .  .But  by  providing 
clear  and  sensible  answers  to  a  host  of 
questions,  Ross  invites  clear  and  sensible 
response.  The  book  is  an  invitation  to 
argument  that  could  and  should  engage 
millions  of  lay  people  and  pastors.  FOR 
MANY  WHO  WANT  TO  BE  CHRISTIAN 
BUT  CANNOT  BELIEVE  WHAT  THEY 
ARE  TOLD  CHRISTIANS  ARE  SUPPOSED 
TO  BELIEVE,  THE  BOOK  COULD  BE  A 
GODSEND." 
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Vista  Ysleta  survives,  thrives  in  new  location 


„  REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

w  u  Texas— Sign-up  sheets  for  a  24-hour  prayer  vigil  are  among  Uth  hour  details  as  Vista  Ysleta  United 

Methodist  Church  prepares  for  its  first  Lay  Witness  Mission  May  5-7. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

EL  PASO,  Texas— Vista  Ysleta  is  a 
United  Methodist  church  that  got  excited 
because  it  decided  to  relocate  and  grow 
rather  than  stay  put  and  probably  die. 

On  a  warm  April  Sunday  morning  the 
opening  hymn  is  “Since  Jesus  Came  Into 
My  Heart”  (Cokesbury  Hymnal  No.  84). 
The  choir  special  is  “Ivory  Palaces” 
(Cokesbury  No.  191). 

Family  members— sometimes  three 
generations  side  by  side— interlock  arms 
as  they  stand  for  prayer  and  hymns. 
Children’s  voices  ring  out  clearly  on 
“The  Lord’s  Prayer.” 

The  Sunday  worship  bulletin  reminds, 
“Every  service  should  result  in  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  Jesus  Christ. ...” 

In  fact,  the  church’s  most  ungainly 
feature  may  be  the  name  itself.  But  the 
history  behind  it  is  vital  to  the  story. 

Sociologist  Curtis  Miner,  who  grew  up 
in  the  church,  said  “ysleta”  (pronounced 
Is-LET-uh)  is  the  Tigua  Indian  word  for 
“island.”  Land  on  which  Ysleta,  oldest 
town  in  Texas,  stands  was  once  an  island 
in  the  Rio  Grande  in  a  valley  southeast 
of  El  Paso.  Now  the  area  is  part  of  Ell 
Paso. 

Irrigated  farm  land  in  the  valley  sur¬ 
rendered  eventually  to  housing  subdivi¬ 
sions,  which,  in  turn,  became  "changing 
neighborhoods.”  Low-income  Hispanic 
Roman  Catholics  surrounded  what  had 
been  thriving  middle-income  Protestant 
congregations. 

What  to  do?  Stay  and  minister?  Die? 
Sell,  move  and  grow? 

In  1982  the  Ysleta  United  Methodist 
Church,  organized  in  1909,  chose  the  lat¬ 
ter  route,  selling  its  25-year-old,  500-seat 
sanctuary  and  education  buildings  to  the 
YWCA.  The  decision  was  tough,  decided 
on  a  two-vote  majority  in  a  special 
church  conference. 

The  congregation  moved  literally  to 
higher  ground— to  the  new  Vista  Hills 
subdivision.  Thus  the  name:  “Vista” 
(Spanish  for  “view”)  of  the  landscape, 
even  into  the  hazy  mountains  in  Mexico 
across  the  river,  and  “Ysleta”  as  a  re¬ 
minder  of  where  the  church  came  from. 


In  fact,  if  you  know  where  to  look 
three  or  four  miles  southeast  as  the  crow 
flies,  you  can  see  the  old  Spanish  Ysleta 
mission  down  near  the  river,  only  a  few 
blocks  from  the  former  United  Methodist 
location. 

Another  facet  of  where  the  church 
“came  from”  was  dwindling  member¬ 
ship,  down  from  400  to  500  to  200  or  less. 

Now  the  church  is  on  the  way  back,  so 
much  so  that  its  average  attendance  of 
250  from  a  membership  of  450  earned  it 
the  New  Mexico  Annual  Conference 
evangelism  award  in  1988. 

The  all-purpose  building  completed  in 
1984  is  only  the  first  structure  planned 
for  the  desert-mesa  3.2  acres. 

Long-range  planning  chairman  and 
construction  engineer  Bob  Horn  explains 
what’s  planned: 

Phase  1:  4,000-square-foot  education 
wing.  Cost:  $200,000.  Plans  are  dona 
Charge  conference  has  approved.  Start¬ 
ing  time:  “Soon.” 

Phase  2:  New  400-seat  sanctuary  (ca¬ 
pacity  of  present  one:  200).  Cost: 
$750,000. 

Phase  3:  Remodel  present  sanctuary 
and  classrooms  into  youth  center,  choir 
space  and  other  activity  uses.  Cost: 
$350,000. 

Phase  4:  Expand  education  building. 
Cost:  $200,000. 

Total  expansion  costs:  $1.5  million.  Es¬ 
timated  completion  time:  Five  years. 

Lest  this  brick-and-mortar  litany  seem 
heavily  introspective,  the  facts  speak 
otherwise. 

The  Rev.  Allen  D.  Walker,  the  pastor, 
insists  that  Vista  Ysleta  is  a  metro  church, 
not  a  neighborhood  congregation. 

Its  location  on  a  major  new  subdivi¬ 
sion  thoroughfare  gives  it  high  “vistabi- 
lity."  A  commanding  cross-and-flame 
curbside  sign  continually  announces  to 
passersby  what’s  going  on  there  and  in¬ 


vites  their  participation. 

The  Sunday  bulletin  announces  the  up¬ 
coming  tour  of  the  “month’s  mission 
project.”  The  conference-owned  Hou- 
chen  Community  Center  and  a  center  for 
battered  women  are  among  consistent 
Vista  Ysleta-supported  mission  projects. 

The  pastor  preaches  about  Stephen— a 
behind-the-scenes  person  who  “made  all 
the  difference  to  the  Apostle  Paul.”  Lat¬ 
er  he  reminds  a  Sunday  school  class  that 


the  congregation  must  be  outreach- 
minded. 

“Tell  people  you  work  with  about  the 
exciting  things  going  on  at  your  church,” 
he  admonished  the  class  of  young  cou¬ 
ples.  “Become  an  evangelist.  That’s  the 
key.” 

The  church  that  avoided  schism  over  a 
painful  relocation  and  lived  to  grow  has 
become  what  layman  Ralph  Seitsinger 
calls  “a  church  on  fire  for  the  Lord.” 


" The  Church  Aflame”  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically, 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  financial  obligations  and 
offering  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities. 

To  nominate  a  church  write  "Church 
Aflame,”  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— “Somehow,  the  Sudan 
and  its  problems  have  been  overlooked 
[by  United  Methodists],”  a  top  official 
with  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  told  agency  directors  last  month. 

The  Rev.  R.  Dean  Hancock,  a  develop¬ 
ment  specialist  said  members  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  focused  their  attention  in  1988 
on  disasters  in  Mozambique,  the  Caribbe¬ 
an,  Bangladesh  and  Soviet  Armenia. 

"Meanwhile,  there  was  another  trage¬ 
dy  in  the  world  that  kind  of  slipped  by 
unnoticed,”  said  Mr.  Hancock. 

In  Sudan— Africa’s  largest  country  in 
area— more  than  250,000  people,  most  in 
southern  region,  died  from  famine  and 
civil  strife  in  1988,  he  said. 

Civil  war  has  been  the  chief  cause  of 
widespread  famine,  disease  and  refugee 
displacement  in  Sudan,  which  is  about 
one-fourth  the  size  of  the  United  States. 

The  six-year  war  has  fed  on  animos¬ 
ities  between  the  mainly  Moslem  north 
and  the  south,  where  Christianity  and 
tribal  religions  predominate. 

About  1  million  people  have  lost  their 
lives  to  the  fighting  and  famine,  with  an¬ 
other  estimated  3  million  people  uproot¬ 
ed  from  their  homes,  according  to  news 
reports. 
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Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area) 
described  the  situation  in  Sudan  to  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  denomination’s  mission  board 
as  one  that  features  “one  of  the  most  vi¬ 
cious  kinds  of  warfare  conceived  by  hu¬ 
man  ingenuity— war  by  starvation.” 

According  to  international  relief  agen¬ 
cies,  both  rebel  and  government  forces 
have  used  food  as  a  weapon,  blocking 
shipments  of  aid  to  war  zones. 

Mr.  Hancock  recalled  a  visit  to  Ethio¬ 
pia  last  year.  During  it  he  said  he  saw 
more  than  200,000  refugees  who  had  left 
Sudan  in  search  of  food. 

"On  the  roads  and  pass  leading  to  Ethio¬ 
pia,  8,000  bodies  were  found,”  he  said. 

In  partial  response  to  this  and  other  re¬ 
ports,  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  approved  a  $75,000  grant  in  April  to 
provide  food  for  starving  Sudanese. 

Directors  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries— the  relief 
agency’s  parent  organization— last  month 
approved  a  resolution: 

f  Calling  on  Sudanese  and  world 
leaders  to  work  to  end  the  conflict. 

f  Supporting  a  “month  of  tranquili¬ 
ty”  to  bring  100,000  tons  of  relief  supplies 
into  southern  Sudan. 

S  Urging  United  Methodists  “to  pro¬ 
vide  increased  offerings”  to  the  relief 
committee’s  special  fund  for  the  Sudan 
emergency.  The  Advance  special  num¬ 
ber  for  the  fund  is  184385-0. 


United  Methodist  Women  set  sights 
on  Kansas  Gty  for  1990  assembly 


UMCOR  PHOTO  BY  R.  DEAN  HANCOCK 

KHARTOUM,  Sudan— Villagers  stand  outside  makeshift  huts  in  Sudan— 
Africa’s  largest  nation— where  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  have  died 
because  of  famine,  drought,  floods,  and  a  long-time  civil  war.  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  took  food  and  supplies  there  recently. 

Help  sought  for  victims 
of  Sudan  war,  famine 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK — Get  ready,  Kansas  City! 

Nearly  10,000  United  Methodist  Women 
are  expected  to  converge  on  that  Missouri 
city  this  time  next  year  for  the  quadrenni¬ 
al  Women’s  Division  Assembly. 

Last  month  the  governing  body  of  the 
1.1  million  United  Methodist  Women  an¬ 
nounced  plans  for  the  1990  Assembly, 
May  3-6.  The  theme  is  “Witnesses  for  a 
New  World,”  based  on  Isaiah  65:17-19 
and  Acts  1:8. 

Registration  fees  of  $65  are  expected 
to  cover  half  the  four-day  mission 
event’s  estimated  budget  of  $1.3  million. 

In  other  action,  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Women’s  Division: 

•  Approved  appropriations  for  1990  of 
$19.9  million.  At  least  $5.2  million  each 
is  expected  to  go  to  World  and  National 
program  divisions  within  the  same  par¬ 
ent  board. 

•  Approved  a  special  $250,000  grant  to 
the  board’s  Mission  Education  and  Culti¬ 
vation  Program  Department  for  1989 
and  1990.  The  money  benefits  the  United 


Methodist  Service  Center  in  Cincinnati. 
The  grant  allows  the  department  to  drop 
a  subsidy  to  the  center  and  pays  for  a 
study  of  how  the  center  is  used  and  what 
it  sells.  United  Methodist  Women’s 
groups  now  purchase  85  to  95  percent  of 
the  mission  materials  sold  by  the  center. 

•  Distributed  funds  given  during  the 
Women’s  Division’s  recent  Centennial 
celebration  four  ways:  $700,000  for  pilot 
projects  for  United  Methodist  Women 
units  using  new  communications  technol¬ 
ogies  such  as  teleconferences,  electronic 
mail  and  video  production;  $835,000  for 
higher  education  opportunities  for  wom¬ 
en  in  Africa;  $800,000  for  mission  educa¬ 
tion  programs  at  the  the  Women’s 
Division’s  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in 
Nashville;  and  $775,000  for  five  to  seven 
regional  conferences  of  Methodist  wom¬ 
en  from  various  countries. 

•  Approved  grants  from  the  1988  “Call 
to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial  Fund.”  Net  re¬ 
ceipts  from  the  fund  last  year  totaled 
$947,838,  down  an  estimated  $60,000  from 
1987.  The  fund  is  divided  equally  between 
world  and  national  mission  projects  un- 


Latin  American  bishops 
allege  new  ‘infiltration’ 
by  unofficial  missionaries 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— A  Latin  American 
church  group  is  repeating  its  claim  that 
the  independent  Mission  Society  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  is  “infiltrating”  churches 
and  causing  division  in  the  region. 

Directors  of  United  Methodism’s  offi¬ 
cial  mission  board  said  in  a  resolution 
adopted  last  month  that  they  “share  the 
concerns  of  CIEMAL  [Evangelical  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  of  Latin  America]  about 
the  Mission  Society’s  activities. 

“[And  we]  deplore  the  divisiveness  of 
these  activities  which  jeopardize  evange¬ 
lism,  growth  and  renewal  in  our  partner 
churches.” 

That  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
resolution  apparently  will  short-circuit 
talks  between  the  two  mission  agencies. 

The  Rev.  H.T.  Maclin,  head  of  the  un¬ 
official  Mission  Society,  said  the  action 
“has  made  a  mockery”  of  a  request  by 
the  denomination’s  highest  legislative 
body,  the  1988  General  Conference,  for  a 
“continued  dialogue”  between  the  two. 

Unless  the  official  mission  board  re¬ 
scinds  its  action,  the  unofficial  Mission 
Society  will  not  take  part  in  any  further 
talks,  said  Dr.  Maclin. 

Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (Nebraska 
Area),  president  of  the  official  mission 
board,  said  he  intends  to  go  forward  with 
the  plans  to  have  people  available  for  a 
dialogue. 

The  most  recent  action  was  in  response 
to  "a  specific  situation”  brought  to  the 
board  by  its  Latin  American  partners,  said 
Bishop  Hearn.  He  said  he  would  expect  the 
issues  would  be  addressed  in  the  talks. 

Dr.  Maclin  said  the  charges  from  some 
Latin  American  Methodists  were  virtually 
identical  to  those  raised  by  the  same 
group  in  1985. 

“[Those]  were  investigated  at  length  and 
found  to  be  false,”  he  said. 

Some  leaders  of  CIEMAL  have  sought 


since  1985  to  oust  the  unofficial  Mission 
Society  from  the  Latin  American  region 
because,  they  claim,  it  operates  indepen¬ 
dently  of  CIEMAL  or  of  the  UM  world 
mission  agency. 

The  Mission  Society  was  created  in  1984 
by  United  Methodists  who  said  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  official  mission  board  was  not 
emphasizing  proclamation  of  the  Gospel. 

Bishop  Isaac  Aco  of  Brazil,  head  of  CIE- 
MAL’s  council  of  bishops,  told  Global  Min¬ 
istries  directors  “the  presence  of  the 
Mission  Society  is  felt  all  over.” 

“We  cannot  take  the  risk  of  the  church 
becoming  divided,”  said  Bishop  Aco. 
“What  we  want  is  a  church  that  respects 
authority.” 

(HEMAL  bishops  charge  the  unofficial 
mission  group  with  fostering  church  divi¬ 
sions  in  Colombia,  Brazil  and  Costa  Rica. 

It  also  claims  that  the  Mission  Society’s 
successful  effort  to  plant  a  Methodist 
Church  in  Paraguay  “failed  to  respect” 
church  authority  in  Brazil. 

Mission  Society  officials  said  they  work 
in  the  region  only  at  the  invitation  of  genu¬ 
ine  Methodist  church  leaders. 

The  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway  of  Peoria,  Ill., 
chairman  of  the  Mission  Society's  board  of 
directors,  told  the  Reporter  that  CIEMAL 
is  “attempting  to  run  over  a  segment  that 
won’t  bow  down  to  it.” 


der  the  mission  emphasis,  “The  Older 
Women:  A  Resource  for  Mission.” 

•Approved  $5,000  for  a  pilot  mission 
training  event  in  1990  for  mission  educa¬ 
tors  of  children  and  youths,  particularly 
in  conference  schools  of  mission.  The 
training  will  be  done  by  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
staff  at  the  Scarritt-Bennett  Center.  Last 
year,  415  children  attended  schools  of 
Christian  mission,  with  heaviest  enroll¬ 
ment  in  the  Little  Rock,  North  Arkansas, 
North  Indiana,  North  Texas  and  Texas 
annual  conferences. 

Mission  board 
uses  $1  million 
for  3  meetings 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— You’d  expect  the 
church’s  biggest  program  agency  to  have 
the  biggest  expense  for  its  meetings, 
right? 

But  how  big? 

The  three  most  recent  meetings  of  the 
178-member  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York  City  cost  a  little 
more  than  $1  million.  That  doesn’t  in¬ 
clude  special  committee  and  task  force 
meetings  to  tie  up  loose  ends  after  board 
meetings. 

Stephen  F.  Brimigion,  general  treasur¬ 
er  for  the  mission  board,  told  elected  di¬ 
rectors  and  staff  members  last  month 
that  the  Spring  1988  board  meeting  cost 
$395,000.  That  was  a  $37,000  increase 
over  the  1987  Spring  meeting. 

Two  meetings  were  held  last  fall. 

An  organizational  meeting  in  Septem¬ 
ber  had  a  budget  of  $125,000  and  cost 
$269,000.  Some  overruns  were  attributed 
to  the  number  of  rooms  used  during 
meetings,  full-group  meals  during  ses¬ 
sions  and  staff  members  staying  in  the 
meeting  hotel. 

The  regular  Fall  1988  meeting  cost 
$363,500. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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MAKE  THE  CONNECTION 
WITH  UNITED 

“The  heart  of  the  United  experience  is  in  the  intimate 
connections  students  weave  between  their  Faith  journeys,  their 
religious  heritage,  and  the  contemporary  world.  Our  faculty  takes 
seriously  our  students'  rich  diversities  of  life  experience  as 
theological  data.  This  approach  is  essential  for  meaningful 
theological  inquiry  and  leadership  development." 

For  more  information  about  United  Seminary,  George  D.  Dayton  Scholarships  or 
other  financial  aid,  contort; 

Sue  Zabel,  Director  of  Admissions 
United  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Twin  Cities 
J 000  Fifth  Street  NW 
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The  Blessing 


Recently,  during  a  luncheon  in  a  laywoman’s  home,  the  hostess  said 
to  me:  “Every  good  United  Methodist  mother  dreams  of  her  child 
growing  up  to  be  a  minister  or  even  a  bishop.”  I  began  to  think  about 
that,  and  I  would  like  to  take  a  personal  privilege  in  my  first  Mother’s 
Day  column  as  a  bishop.  I  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  my  mother,  Evea 
Bryant  Oden,  who  died  in  1981. 


My  mother  taught  me  of  love,  a  gentle  accepting  love  that  reached 
out  to  friend  and  stranger,  a  love  that  transformed  a  daughter-in-law 
into  a  daughter. 

She  taught  me  of  joy.  A  large  woman  with  a  hearty  laugh,  she  bright¬ 
ened  the  lives  of  those  around  her  by  sharing  her  humorous,  embel¬ 
lished  little  stories.  Though  her  life  was  not  easy,  my  predominant 
image  of  her  is  a  smiling  face. 


She  taught  me  of  faith,  a  steadfast  faith  that  sustains  us  in  times  of 
need.  As  I  look  back,  she  gave  far  more  than  she  received  in  life  —  and 
yet,  because  of  her  generous  spirit,  her  acts  of  giving  in  themselves  en¬ 
riched  her  life. 


I  remember  having  an  especially  good  time  that  Sunday  in  April 
when  Marilyn  and  I  and  our  four  children  drove  to  the  farm  after 
church  for  dinner.  Two  days  later,  my  mother  died  suddenly  in  her 
sleep. 

The  mundane  arrangements  that  were  forced  upon  me  the  day  of  her 
death  blur  together.  But  one  memory  is  distinct:  Marilyn  and  I  went  for 
a  walk  together  on  the  lane  at  the  farm  —  the  lane  I  had  run  down  so 
often  as  a  little  boy,  sent  to  bring  the  mail  to  the  house.  As  we  walked, 
our  tears  of  grief  were  overpowered  by  the  gratitude  we  both  felt  for  her. 
Our  hearts  rejoiced  together:  Dear  God,  thank  you  for  the  blessing  of 
her  life. 

My  mother’s  life  continues  to  bless  mine  through  her  positive  shap¬ 
ing  of  my  faith,  through  her  abundant  love,  and  through  the  joy  I  see  in 
God's  world. 

Last  July,  at  the  consecration  service*  for  new  bishops,  the  place  in 
the  pew  my  mother  would  have  occupied  was  empty  —  her  spirit  knelt 
with  me  at  the  altar.  Dear  God,  thank  you  for  the  blessing! 


Around  the  Conference 


EASTER  CELEBRATION  —  Hall  Summit  and  Crossroads  UM 
churches  in  Bossier  City  recently  participated  in  an  Easter  sunrise 
service.  A  production  including  five  characters  depicting  the  Emmaus 
experience,  in  addition  to  several  solos  and  duets,  were  performed. 
Following  the  service,  a  full  breakfast  was  served  to  all  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Rev.  W.  V.  Sirman  is  pastor. 


RECENTLY  INSTALLED  —  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Department  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  held  in  St.  Louis,  Terrel  DeVille,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home,  was  installed  as  Chairperson 
of  the  Children,  Youth  and  Family  Section.  In  addition  to  a  two-year 
term  as  president,  he  will  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Commit¬ 
tee  which  evaluates  and  certifies  child  care  facilities  across  the 
country.  Pictured  I.  to  r.  are:  Bob  Wilmer,  President  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  DeVille,  and  Malone  Dodson,  Chairman  of  the  Board. 


FISH:  Fighting  World  Hunger  Today 


Program  Centered  at  LSU 


Although  centered  at  LSU,  Baton  countries  which  are  deficient  in  food 
Rouge,  Louisiana  Methodist  World  production  or  nutrition.  They  are  com- 
Hunger  Scholarship,  also  known  as  mitted,  upon  graduation,  to  return  to 
FISH  (For  Indigenous  Self  Help),  is  their  countries  to  work  toward  the 
truly  international  in  scope  and  pur-  elimination  of  hunger.  Far  more 
pose.  It  is  awarded  to  highly  qualified  than  temporary  relief  to  those  suffer- 
scientist/students  from  a  variety  of  ing  from  hunger  and  malnutrition, 


Mr.  Chawalit  Hongprayoon  works  toward  the  elimination  of  hunger 
in  Thailand. 


Annual  Conferences  Announce 
Camping  Opportunities  for  Handicapped 


The  North  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  is  inviting  children,  youth,  and 
adults  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions  from  other  conferences  to  take 
part  in  three  different  camps  this 
summer. 

SEEK  (Summer  Events  for  Ex¬ 
ceptional  Kampers)  events  now 
serve  more  than  100  campers  each 
summer,  and  do  so  with  compas¬ 
sion  and  care.  These  campers  live 
with  a  variety  of  handicapping  con¬ 
ditions,  but  all  share  the  excitement 
of  going  to  the  beautiful  environ¬ 
ment  of  Texoma  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  to  be  in  a  loving  and 
stimulating  atmosphere. 

Camping  dates  for  1989  are: 

Adult  Camp  (for  persons  2 1  years 
old),  June  9-11; 

Youth  Camp  (ages  13-21,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  youth’s  sociability), 
July  3-7;  and 


Children’s  Camp  (ages  9-13,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  child’s  sociability), 
August  7-11. 

In  past  years,  campers  have  come 
from  all  over  North  Texas  and  be¬ 
yond.  Each  new  camper  will  be  in¬ 
terviewed  May  20  or  21.  For  more 
information,  call  Tom  Christian  in 
the  North  Texas  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  Office  (214)  490- 
3438  or  1-800-333-8201. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  is  sponsoring  a  camping  expe¬ 
rience  for  the  Educable  Mentally 
Retarded,  at  Caney  Conference 
Centre,  August  20-24  for  ages  8-14. 
For  further  information  contact 
Rev.  Jerry  Hilbum  at  (318)  686- 
2553. 

Please  utilize  these  opportunities 
that  are  available  for  special  people 
with  unique  needs. 


the  program  brings  to  life  the  an¬ 
cient  Chinese  proverb  “Give  a  man 
a  fish  and  he  eats  for  a  day;  teach  a 
man  to  fish  and  he  eats  for  life.” 

One  of  the  scientist/students  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  program  is  Mr.  Chawa¬ 
lit  Hongprayoon,  a  soil  micro¬ 
biologist  from  the  southeast  Asian 
country  of  Thailand.  Before  being 
selected  to  be  a  recipient  of  a  FISH 
scholarship,  Mr.  Hongprayoon  was 
an  instructor  in  the  Department  of 
Soil  Science,  Kasetsart  University, 
Thailand.  His  background  includes 
agricultural  extension  work,  re¬ 
search  in  compost  technology  and 
in  the  nitrogen  fixation  process,  and 
a  Master’s  degree  in  microbiology. 
Since  Thailand,  roughly  the  size  of 
France,  is  80%  agricultural,  the 
knowledge  and  expertise  gained 
through  working  toward  his  Ph.D. 
degree  in  Soil  Science  (agronomy) 
should  be  extremely  useful  in  the 
future  when  he  transfers  technology 
to  farmers  back  home,  thereby  help¬ 
ing  them  to  help  themselves. 

Mr.  Hongprayoon’s  dissertation 
research  on  the  transformation  of 
urea  in  flooded  (rice)  soils  is  direct¬ 
ly  related  to  an  agricultural  need  in 
his  homeland.  As  he  explains, 
“Since  urea  is  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  nitrogen  fertilizers  and  has 

June  19-21 


the  high  potential  for  utilization  in 
Thailand  in  the  near  future,  I  hope 
that  my  research  will  give  the  useful 
results  to  improve  the  utilization  of 
urea  fertilizer  in  my  country.  More¬ 
over,  I  wish  to  gain  the  experiences 
from  my  research  work  and  the  sol¬ 
id  academic  background  from  my 
course  work  program  to  achieve  the 
effective  and  useful  works  in  my 
country  after  graduation.” 

L.M.W.  Hunger  Scholarship 
(FISH)  is  a  substantive  program  for 
the  long-term  fight  against  world 
hunger.  Additional  information  can 
be  obtained  by  contacting  its  direc¬ 
tor,  Dr.  William  H.  (Bill)  Patrick  Jr. 
at  the  Department  of  Marine  Sci¬ 
ences,  LSU,  or  an  arrangement  can 
be  made  for  Dr.  Patrick  and  some 
of  the  students  to  make  a  presenta¬ 
tion  at  your  next  mission  education 
event.  Mr.  Hongprayoon’s  scholar¬ 
ship  is  sponsored  by  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  However, 
since  FISH  is  a  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Advance  Special,  we  can  all  be 
partners  in  this  meaningful  mission 
by  contributing  financially  through 
our  local  churches,  a  great  way  to 
make  a  long-term  difference  in 
world  hunger. 

This  article  was  provided  by  Jim 
Moore,  Hunger  Scholarship  Advisory 
Committee. 


Bishop's  Week  to  Take  Place 
at  Mount  Sequoyah 

Bishop’s  Week,  to  be  held  at  Mount  Sequoyah  June  19-21,  will  feature 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  as  Willson  Lecturer, 
and  Dr.  Bob  W.  Parrott,  Texas  Conference  as  Bible  Study  Leader.  Bishop 
Kenneth  W.  Hicks  of  Kansas  Area  is  Program  Chairman.  Also  participating 
is  Dr.  Donald  F.  Marsh  from  Omaha,  Song  Leader  and  Pianist. 

The  completed  Bailey  Center,  a  project  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
will  be  consecrated  Monday  evening  following  the  worship  service.  Also  on 
Tuesday  evening,  a  newly  formed  Bishop’s  Club  composed  of  persons  who 
have  each  contributed  at  least  $1000  in  1989  will  be  honored  during  the  worship 
service  by  Trustee  Dr.  Barry  Bailey. 

Accomodations  for  Bishop’s  Week  are  full  except  for  a  few  rooms.  Mount 
Sequoyah  will  arrange  for  a  special  discounted  room  at  the  Fayetteville 
Hilton.  This  includes  a  choice  of  meals  on  the  mountain  or  on  your  own. 

Registration  for  all  participants  at  Bishop’s  Week  is  $5.  This  should  be  made 
to  Mount  Sequoyah  with  room  number  of  your  hotel/motel  when  not  arranging 
housing  through  the  Mount  Sequoyah  office. 


1 989  School  of  Christian  Mission  Scheduled 


“From  Struggle  to  Hope:  Songs 
for  Our  Times"  is  this  year’s  theme 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
School  of  Christian  Mission  which 
will  take  place  July  18-21  and  July 
21-23  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport.  This  event  allows  wom¬ 
en  the  opportunity  for  leadership 
development. 

An  outstanding  staff  of  study 
group  leaders  has  been  secured. 
Faculty  members  for  the  study  on 
“The  Philippines”  include:  Mrs. 
Gloria  Bennett,  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  and 
Mrs.  Donna  Paustain.  “The 
Psalms”  will  be  taught  to  the  entire 
school  by  Rev.  Charles  Armour. 
"The  World  of  Islam”  will  be  led  by 
Rev.  Ester  Hammond.  Rev.  Freddie 
Dixon  Jr.,  and  Rev.  George  Needham. 

Gloria  Bennett,  a  native  of 
Monroe,  attended  Northeast  Loui¬ 
siana  University  and  is  a  member 
of  First  UMC.  She  is  a  substitute 
Sunday  School  teacher,  has  served 
on  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Board  of  her  church, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Monroe 
District  Board  of  Trustees  and 
Board  of  Church  Locations  and 
Buildings.  She  is  a  former  Confer¬ 
ence  Chairman  of  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild,  Monroe  District 
President  and  Conference  Coordi¬ 
nator  of  Christian  Social  Involve¬ 
ment.  She  has  served  as  the 
assistant  dean  of  a  School  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Mission. 

M.  Ray  Holt  Sr.  has  served  as  a 
missionary  to  the  Republic  of  the 
Philippines.  He  worked  in  a  variety 
of  appointments  there  including: 
pastor  of  Bocaue  and  Malolos  UM 
Churches,  director  of  Maria  Aurora 
Wesleyan  High  School,  and  confer¬ 
ence  missionary  of  the  Middle  Phil¬ 
ippines  Annual  Conference,  to  name 
a  few.  Holt,  a  native  of  Marthaville. 


has  received  degrees  from  Centena¬ 
ry  College  and  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU.  He  has  served  in 
several  churches  in  the  Central  Tex¬ 
as  and  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences.  He  is  presently  pastor  of  the 
Wesley-Hackberry  Charge  in  the 
Lake  Charles  District. 

Donna  Paustian  comes  to  the 
event  from  Arlington,  Texas.  She 
was  elected  a  Director  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  in  1988.  She  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  a  study  group  leader  for 
the  West  Gulf  Regional  School  in 
Oklahoma  City  in  June.  Paustian 
has  been  a  leader  in  two  other  re¬ 
gional  schools  and  nine  other  con¬ 
ference  schools.  She  is  a  charter 
member  of  St.  Barnabas  UMC,  a 
certified  lay  speaker,  and  is  active 
in  other  community  affairs. 

Charles  Armour  is  from  Arkansas 
where  he  has  served  as  youth  direc¬ 
tor,  pastor,  chaplain,  pastoral  coun¬ 
selor,  and  presently  is  in  private 
practice  in  clinical  pastoral  counsel¬ 
ing  in  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas.  Ar¬ 
mour  is  a  graduate  of  State  College 
of  Arkansas;  received  his  Master  of 
Divinity  from  Duke  University  and 
his  Ph.D.  from  the  University  of 
Arkansas.  He  has  done  much  work 
in  the  field  of  mental  health  and  in 
drug  and  alcohol  counseling. 

Freddie  Dixon  is  the  pastor  of  the 
Wesley  UMC  in  Austin,  Texas,  and 
is  an  ordained  elder  of  the  South¬ 
west  Texas  Annual  Conference  of 
the  UMC.  He  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Philander  Smith  College  in 
Little  Rock  and  the  Interdenomina¬ 
tional  Theological  Center,  Gam¬ 
mon  Seminary,  Atlanta.  The 
Honorary  Doctorate  Degree  was 
presented  to  him  by  Philander.  Dix¬ 
on  has  been  verv  active  in  civic  af¬ 
fairs  in  Austin.  In  addition,  he  has 


been  a  field  instructor  and  a  sum¬ 
mer  professor  for  Perkins. 

Ester  L.  Hammond,  who  calls  Bo- 
galusa  “home,"  is  an  eider  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  currently 
serving  the  Church  Point-Maxie- 
Ville  Platte  Charge  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District.  She  earned  her 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  history 
from  Southeastern  Louisiana  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Hammond  and  her  Mas¬ 
ter  of  Theology  degree  from 
Perkins.  She  has  served  churches  in 
Louisiana  and  North  Texas.  She 
went  to  Liberia,  West  Africa  in 
1981  where  she  served  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  for  six  years,  teaching  at  the 
Gbarnga  School  of  Theology. 

George  L.  Needham  has  twice 
served  as  the  Dean  of  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Conference  School  of  Christian 
Mission  and  has  served  as  a  leader 
for  schools  in  Texas,  Kansas,  Mis¬ 
souri,  Iowa,  Pennsylvania  and 
Oklahoma.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  received  his  early  education  in 
music,  serving  as  a  minister  of  mu¬ 
sic  and  youth  before  going  on  to 
Perkins  for  a  Master  of  Theology 
degree.  He  has  served  in  numerous 
pastorates  throughout  Oklahoma. 

For  members  of  UMW,  the  em¬ 
phases  of  the  School  of  Christian 
Mission  are:  1)  the  global  mission 
of  the  Church  and  the  responsibility 
of  Christians  within  it;  and  2)  the 
training  of  leadership  and  member¬ 
ship  for  promotion  and  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  Purpose  and  total 
program  of  UMW. 

Through  this  year’s  theme  these 
two  questions  are  asked:  How  do  we 
sing  new  songs  in  old  lands?  and  How 
do  we  sing  old  songs  in  new  lands? 

Myths  cloud  our  understanding 
of  world  neighbors  blocking  chan¬ 
nels  for  dialogue.  Our  faith  chal¬ 
lenges  us  to  listen  to  the  songs  and 


stories  that  emerge  from  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  people  who  struggle  to  live. 
I  he  songs  of  the  ancient  Hebrews 
bring  fresh  understanding  of  what  it 
means  to  live  faithfully  and  joyfully 
amidst  a  world  in  conflict.  God’s 
faithful  response  to  this  hope  calls 
us  to  sing  new  songs  for  our  time. 

By  becoming  more  aware  of  the 
many  ways  the  Psalms  and  other 
ancient  songs  offer  us  rich  resources 
for  expressing  our  love  of  God  and 
for  calling  on  God  for  help,  we  can 
expand  our  own  ability  to  pray  and 
offer  praise.  This  study  should  ad¬ 
vance  the  understanding  of  the  con¬ 
tent  of  the  ancient  songs  of  Israel  as 
well  as  the  nature  of  the  work  of  the 
musicians  and  poets  who  composed 
them.  Through  increased  under¬ 
standing  of  the  songs  as  they  were 
used  in  ancient  Israel,  one  may  be 
able  to  hear  more  clearly  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  God’s  glory  in  contempo¬ 
rary  acts  of  worship. 

The  purpose  of  the  study  on  “The 
Philippines”  is  to  involve  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Christians  in  a  process  of  study 
and  discovery  which  will  lead  to: 

*  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 
Filipino  people  and  the  criti¬ 
cal  issues  facing  them  today; 

*  recognition  of  our  own  in¬ 
volvement  in  Philippine  histo¬ 
ry;  and 

*  an  informed,  introspective 
and  faithful  response  which 
relates  the  struggles  and  hopes 
in  their  land  and  in  our  land, 
and  demonstrates  solidarity 
with  them. 

“The  World  of  Islam”  study  will 
provide  an  opportunity  for  North 
American  Christians  to  develop  a 
better  understanding  of  the  Muslim 
faith  and  the  World  of  Islam,  and  to 
open  channels  for  dialogue  between 
Christians  and  Muslims. 
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A  Letter  from  the  Editor 

Reporter's  new  look  involves  more  than  cosmetics 


Dear  Reporter  Reader: 

If  you  notice  "something  different”  this  week 
about  the  inside  pages  of  your  church  newspaper, 
great! 

That’s  because  the  Reporter  has  undergone  a 
"face  lift.”  We  believe  you’ll  find  the  result  is  a 
newspaper  that  is  easier  to  read  and  more  attrac¬ 
tive  visually. 

But  our  changes  are  not  only  cosmetic.  We  also 
are  trying  to  focus  our  reporting  more  directly  on 
the  interests  of  people  in  the  pew.  And  we  intend 
to  expand  the  ways  you  can  share  your  views  and 
insights  with  other  United  Methodists. 

Here  are  some  of  the  most  obvious  changes 
we’re  making  to  enhance  your  interest  and  in¬ 
volvement  in  our  church’s  worldwide  mission: 

■  Stories  are  generally  shorter,  resulting  in 
more  stories  on  each  page.  We  aren’t  reducing 
our  commitment  to  provide  in-depth  coverage  of 
major  issues.  But  we  want  to  avoid  giving  more 
details  than  most  readers  want  about  many 
church-related  issues  and  events. 

■  Type  size  is  larger.  Numerous  surveys  have 
shown  that  larger  type  is  preferred  not  only  by  old¬ 
er  readers  but  also  by  “baby  boomers”  who  tend  to 
scan  more  and  read  less.  Fewer  words  on  the  page 
mean  we  must  write  and  edit  tighter  and  clearer. 

■  Headlines  are  more  distinctive.  Our  new  pri¬ 
mary  headline  type  style  is  called  Oracle.  It  gives 
headlines  a  sharper  look  than  the  style  we’ve  used 
for  many  years. 

■  “Spot  color”  will  begin  appearing  regularly 

on  the  Reporter’s  national  pages  and  will  be 
made  readily  available  for  use  on  annual  confer- 


FaithLine= 


We  want  to  know  what  you  think  about  the 
Reporter’s  “face  lift”  and  other  changes  we’re 
introducing  with  this  issue.  How  well  have  we 
succeeded  in  making  your  church  newspaper 
more  readable,  attractive  and  focused  on  your 
interests?  Tell  us  your  views  by  recording  a 
30-second  message  (maximum)  on  our  Faith- 
Line  answering  machine. 

Call  (214)  630-6499  by  May  17. 

ence  and  local  church  front  pages.  Spot  color — 
that’s  a  single  color  other  than  black  that  does 
not  touch  another  color — can  add  drama  and 
emphasis  to  a  presentation  of  the  news. 

■  Graphics,  lists  and  larger  pictures  appear  on 
most  pages.  These  will  increase  our  pages’  visual 
impact.  They  also  provide  information  in  easy-to- 
digest  form. 

We’re  also  making  some  not-so-obvious  changes 
with  you,  the  reader,  in  mind.  They  include: 

First,  we  are  changing  some  of  our  assump¬ 
tions  about  who  you,  as  a  Reporter  reader,  are. 
We  will  no  longer  assume  that  you  have  an  inher¬ 
ent  interest  in  national  church  events  and  empha¬ 
ses.  Rather,  we  will  assume  that  each  story  needs 
to  show  a  clear  relationship  to  local  church  mem¬ 
bers  and  why  you  should  be  interested  in  it. 

As  a  consequence,  we  are  altering  the  way  we 
deploy  our  editorial  staff.  Our  editors  will  spend 
more  time  gleaning,  summarizing  and  editing  ma¬ 
terials  to  provide  you  with  a  quick  summary  of  the 


week’s  most  significant  religious  news  and  views. 
Relatively  less  time  and  space  will  be  devoted  to 
coverage  of  denominational  meetings.  Of  course, 
our  staff  will  continue  to  cover  major  events  and 
issues  in  the  life  of  our  church. 

We  will  solicit  your  opinions  on  a  frequent  ba¬ 
sis  about  what  is  happening,  and  what  should  be 
happening,  across  our  church.  We  are  convinced 
that  our  readers  should  be  actively  involved 
with  the  church’s  news  and  not  just  passive  re¬ 
cipients  of  it. 

The  net  effect  of  these  changes  will  be  to  make 
the  Reporter  “reader  friendly”  and  easier  for  you 
to  use. 

An  underlying  motivation  for  our  “face  lift” 
is  implied  in  one  additional  change  that  we 
hope  you  already  have  noticed:  the  new  identifi¬ 
er  names  at  the  top  of  each  page. 

Page  headings  like  “Faith  forum,”  “Faith  in 
the  world,”  and  “Faith  at  work”  provide  a  basic 
context  for  approaching  the  Reporter.  Our  the¬ 
matic  use  of  “faith”  is  a  purposeful  reminder  that 
developing,  sustaining  and  extending  faith  in 
Christ  is  the  basic  task  of  the  church. 

We  pray  that  the  Reporter’s  “new  look”  will 
help  you  and  others  fulfill  that  task. 

Our  basic  purposes  remain  unchanged:  to  re¬ 
port  and  interpret  the  news  of  the  church  and  to 
promote  the  church’s  welfare. 

As  always,  we  invite  you  to  tell  us  what  you 
think  of  your  church  newspaper’s  performance, 
including  our  new  look. 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
Reporter  Editor 


Editorial: 


'A  deep,  powerful  stirring' 


Bill  Moyers 

. . .  talking  about  a  spiritual  quest 


My  Witness 

Mother's  Day:  Let's 
honor  our  in-laws  too 


TV  journalist  and  former  White 
House  aide  Bill  Moyers  has  a  re¬ 
markable  capacity  for  helping  peo¬ 
ple  see  familiar  sights  through  new 
lenses  (see  UMR,  May  5). 

Mr.  Moyers  is  a  lifelong  practic¬ 
ing  Christian.  In  his  role  as  journal¬ 
ist,  however,  his  handling  of 
religion  has  tended  to  be  profes¬ 
sionally  objective,  most  often  as  re¬ 
ligion  relates  to  politics. 

During  a  recent  speech  to  the  na¬ 
tional  Religious  Public  Relations 
Council,  he  announced  he  has  “given 
up  the  beat  of  pofitics^Hencefofth, 
he  said,  he  will  cover  “the  biggest  sto¬ 
ry  of  the  millennium”:  Americans’ 
search  for  spiritual  meaning. 

“I’m  talking  about  something  far 
below  the  surface,  a  spiritual  quest  for 
a  new  and  deeper  understanding  on 
the  part  of  individuals  for  the  funda¬ 
mental  and  universal  principles  of 
faith  .  .  . Mr.  Moyers  said. 

He  added:  “I  sense  such  a  deep  and 
powerful  stirring  in  the  world  that  is 
religious  in  nature,  exciting,  hopeful.” 

That’s  an  exciting  observation, 
particularly  coming  from  one  with 
more  than  three  decades’  experi¬ 
ence  in  a  business  that  often  leads 
to  cynicism. 


We  strongly  agree  with  his  con¬ 
clusion.  In  fact,  our  efforts  at  the 
Reporter  to  report  on  and  interpret 
the  work  of  the  church  are  rooted  in 
a  similar  belief.  Our  pages  are  filled 
each  week  with  stories  about  people 
and  groups  living  out  their  spiritual 
quest  as  modern  followers  of  Jesus. 

Understandably,  that  may  be  a 
perspective  on  the  Reporter’s  news 
coverage  that  hadn’t  occurred  to  you. 
It  sometimes  is  hard  to  recognize  any 
“spiritual  searching,”  much  less 
something  that  is  "exciting  and  hope¬ 
ful,”  in  stories  about  organized  reli¬ 
gious  activities,  or  conflicts  among 
Christians  over  political  issues. 

If  we’re  doing  our  job,  however, 
you  should  be  able  to  see  the  connec¬ 
tion  in  every  story  we  print  between 
the  “news”  and  the  faith  motivations 
of  those  who  make  the  news. 

Reading  stories  focused  in  that 
way,  you  should  be  able  to  sense  the 
depth  and  passion  with  which  vast 
numbers  of  such  people  are  attempt¬ 
ing  to  live  out  their  Christian  faith. 

We  encourage  you,  if  you  don't 
already  do  so,  to  begin  assessing  all 
news  sources — including  this  news¬ 
paper — through  lenses  having  that 
focus.  When  you  do,  we  predict 


you’ll  begin  to  see  as  Bill  Moyers 
and  we  do  the  exciting  spiritual  fer¬ 
ment  occurring  in  our  world. 


Better  yet,  we  hope  you  will  be  in- 
spired  to  join  in  that  ferment 
through  the  work  of  your  church. 


By  |ANET  ISBELL  MODY 

Please  tell  me  no  mother-in-law 
jokes. 

Comedians,  television  series  and 
commercials  depict  sinister  or  self¬ 
ish  mothers-in-law.  No  politician 
would  dare  tell  an  ethnic  joke.  But  a 
renowned  senator  has  regaled  re¬ 
porters  with  a  mother-in-law  joke. 

Such  jokes  offend  me.  They  pro¬ 
mote  stereotypes.  And,  just  as  vio¬ 
lence  begets  violence,  a  joke  ridiculing 
someone  spawns  negative  thoughts. 

•  Many  Literary  and  historical 
works  provide  positive  images  of 
mothers-in-law.  The  Bible  gives  us  a 
classic  portrait  in  Naomi,  Ruth’s 
mother-in-law. 

Naomi  accepted  her  two  sons’ 
wives  even  though  their  nationality 
and  religion  differed  from  hers. 

When  her  husband  and  sons  died 
and  Naomi  returned  to  her  home¬ 
land,  she  had  inspired  so  much  love 
that  Ruth  accompanied  her. 

Indeed,  most  mothers-in-law  I 
know  exemplify  love.  My  mother’s 
mother  showered  my  father  with 
love  and  thoughtfulness. 

When  she  died,  his  tribute  began, 
“Some  people  wear  kindness  as  a 
well-fitting  garment  with  colors  blend¬ 
ed  perfectly.  It  fits  imperceptibly  into 
the  personality.  The  person  and  the 
garment  seem  to  be  one.  We  do  not 
think  of  them  separately.  1  am  think¬ 
ing  of  a  person  who  was  like  that.” 

My  husband  and  I  have  found  the 
same  love  from  our  mothers.  I 
hadn’t  met  my  mother-in-law  when 
I  married,  but  her  initial  letter  to 
me  from  India  more  than  20  years 
ago  conveyed  her  warmth. 

“Dear  daughter  Janet:  My  first 


“Christian  belief  and  discipleship 
historically  have  meant  an  expected 
life-altering  relationship  to  God  and 
the  human  family.  .  . .  What  is  dis¬ 
tinctive  about  you  and  all  of  us  be¬ 
cause  we  are  Christian?  Surely  it 
must  be  more  than  a  verbal  affirma¬ 
tion  that  Jesus  is  Lord!” 

— Bishop  Woodie  W.  White,  Illinois 
Area 

*  *  * 

“Sometimes  I  need  God’s  assur¬ 
ance  that  being  a  conference  trea¬ 
surer  is  a  ministry  and  not  just  a 
series  of  committee  meetings  and 
the  processing  of  never-ending  pa¬ 
perwork.  Then  I  will  sign  a  check 
for  a  prison  ministry  or  for  food  to 
feed  the  hungry  or  medical  care  for 
a  suffering  child;  and  I  know  we  the 
people  of  this  great  conference  are 


"My  Witne si"  is  a  lorum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may 
share  meaningful  ex¬ 
periences  ol  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life,  fanet  Isbell 
Mody  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lawrence, 

Kan.  (Kansas  East  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  sub¬ 
mit  an  article  for  con¬ 
sideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  pages 
maximum  length)  to  "My  Witness,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  7S266-027S. 


letter  to  you,  our  daughter,  is  to 
welcome  you  to  our  family  with  all 
our  affection  and  blessings  and 
wishes  for  your  happiness.” 

On  meeting,  our  mothers  never 
competed  but  enjoyed  one  another’s 
company,  grateful  that  we  found  ac¬ 
ceptance.  When  my  mother  died, 
Mummy  (my  mother-in-law)  wrote, 
“Dear  Janet,  a  mother’s  love  can 
never  be  replaced,  but  believe  me;  we 
love  you  as  our  own  daughter.” 

Her  actions  through  the  years, 
whether  we  are  together  or  apart, 
have  borne  out  these  sentiments. 

On  one  occasion  I  introduced 
Mummy  as  my  mother-in-law  to  an 
elderly  friend.  The  friend  gently 
chided  me  by  boasting  that  her 
sons’  wives  always  introduce  her  as 
their  mother. 

They  are  complimenting  her,  but 
it  is  sad  that  the  word  mother-in- 
law  evokes  negative  emotions.  Of 
course,  in-laws  have  some  flaws,  but 
they  share  such  weaknesses  with  all 
humanity. 

On  Mother’s  Day,  I  honor  my 
mother  and  my  mother-in-law.  No 
joke! 


in  ministry  together.” 

— Barbara  A.  1  lore,  conference  trea¬ 
surer,  Western  New  York  conference 

•  *  « 

“As  followers  of  Christ,  we  have 
not  been  called  to  rule  the  world  po¬ 
litically,  economically  or  socially. 
We  have  been  called  to  the  servant 
role  for  Christ  and  all  humanity 
within  all  of  these  functions.  We 
may  even  become  sacrificed  in  be¬ 
ing  in  the  servant  role.” 

— The  Rev.  Roger  Stressman,  De¬ 
sert  Southwest  conference  district 
superintendent 


“There’s  no  worse  cynic  than  a 
burned-out  Christian  activist. 
They’ve  got  the  authority  to  be  cyn¬ 
ical  because  they’ve  done  it.  What 
we  need  is  a  discipleship  that  bal¬ 
ances  compassion  for  others  with 
devotion  to  God.” 

— The  Rev.  David  Lowes  Watson, 
Covenant  Discipleship  executive  sec¬ 
retary,  General  Board  of  Discipleship 


Letters  to  the  Editor  -  ■■ 

Stance  on  oil  spill:  'Irresponsible'  or  'on  target'? 


What  others  are  saying 


As  a  Christian,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist,  an  American  concerned  about 
our  future  and  an  independent  oil 
consultant  who  spent  21  years  with 
Exxon  Corp.,  I  am  deeply  incensed 
that  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  social-action  agency  has 
taken  a  public  position  on  the  Alas¬ 
kan  tanker  oil  spill  and  future  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  Alaskan  Wildlife 
Refuge  (see  UMR,  April  21). 

This  agency  is  irresponsible,  in  my 
opinion,  and  has  no  understanding 
of  the  critical  problems  facing  this 
nation.  Domestic  supplies  of  energy 
continue  to  dwindle  partly  because 
of  the  irresponsible  positions  taken 
by  people  who  don’t  understand  the 
problem  facing  our  nation. 

Our  entire  economic  system  is  at 
stake  as  this  country  faces  larger  and 
larger  shortages  of  domestic  crude 
oil.  To  oppose  drilling  in  the  essen¬ 
tially  uninhabited  “nearby  Arctic  Na¬ 


tional  Wildlife  Refuge,”  some  700 
miles  to  the  north  of  Price  William 
Sound,  is  incomprehensible. 

Failure  to  develop  our  natural  re¬ 
sources  will  force  world  oil  prices  up, 
not  down.  That  will  make  it  hard  for 
Third  World  countries  and  poor  peo¬ 
ple  to  economically  survive,  not  to 
mention  the  many  jobs  that  will  be 
lost. 

Oil  companies,  like  the  church, 
have  their  share  of  incompetents  and 
make  mistakes  as  all  Christians  do. 
They  need  to  pay  for  their  mistakes 
under  existing  laws.  But  positions 
such  as  those  pronounced  by  this 
agency  won’t  rectify  the  situation. 

I  encourage  the  church  to  clean  up 
its  own  house  by  severely  reprimand¬ 
ing  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  for  its  so-called  stated  church 
position,  which  has  little  to  do  with 
Christ’s  work  on  this  earth  based  on 


my  religious  understanding. 

Louis  W.  Powers 
Houston,  Texas 

Board  was  right  on  target 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  is  right  on  target  with  its  rec¬ 
ommendations  that  Exxon  Corp. 
should  pay  for  the  Alaska  oil  spill 
cleanup  and  that  oil  drilling  in  the 
Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge  not 
be  allowed  (see  UMR,  April  21). 

Citizens  must  make  their  voices 
heard  in  this  critical  environmental  is¬ 
sue.  Letters  to  President  Bush  and 
your  congressional  representatives  are 
needed  as  we  push  harder  than  ever 
for  passage  of  laws  and  regulations 
that  will  protect  the  environment  and 
for  funds  to  enforce  those  laws. 

The  importance  of  keeping  oil 
and  gas  development  out  of  the 
Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
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and  other  sensitive  areas  like  Alas¬ 
ka's  Bristol  Bay  must  be  considered 
when  thinking  about  the  terrible  en¬ 
vironmental  holocaust  caused  by 
the  Exxon  oil  spill. 

Wilma  Anderson 
Dallas,  Texas 

No  wonder  we're  confused 

The  April  21  issue  cites  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline  on 
abortion:  “We  cannot  affirm  abor¬ 
tion  as  an  acceptable  means  of  birth 
control. ...” 

An  adjoining  article  quotes  Jane 
Hull  Harvey,  a  staff  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety,  as  stating  her  agency  belongs  to 
the  Religious  Coalition  for  Abor¬ 
tion  Rights,  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Pro-choice  rally  and  a  supporter 
of  abortion  on  demand — which  is 
certainly  a  very  efficient  means  of 
birth  control.  The  accompanying 
photo  shows  a  United  Methodist 
banner  at  the  rally. 

Another  article  of  the  same  date 
quotes  the  same  agency  as  refusing 
to  change  its  participation  in  a  gen¬ 
eral  boycott  of  California  grapes,  al- 
though  there  too  had  been  an 
official  rejection  of  this  action  by  a 
regional  United  Methodist  body. 

No  wonder  both  those  outside 
and  inside  the  church  are  confused! 

H.  A.  Williamson 
Fairmont,  Minnesota 

Who  will  do  the  job? 

There  are  many  things  that  might 


be  said  in  response  to  Gary  Fritz’s 
April  14  article  headlined,  “We  don’t 
need  to  send  Americans  to  win  people 
overseas  for  Christ,”  and  I’m  sure  that 
others  will  touch  on  them. 

1  have  but  one  question  for  Mr. 
Fritz.  How  does  he  propose  to  reach 
the  nearly  16,000  unreached  “peo¬ 
ple  groups”  in  which  there  does  not 
exist  an  indigenous  church  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  evangelism  unless  it 
be  through  cross-cultural  evangelism? 

Whether  it  be  done  by  American, 
Brazilians,  Canadians,  Koreans  or 
Zimbabweans,  someone  from  one 
culture  is  going  to  have  to  go  to  an¬ 
other  culture  to  tell  them  of  Christ 
and  to  plant  the  church. 

Have  Americans  been  exempted 
from  the  commission  to  “go  into  all 
the  world”  because  it’s  become  costly? 
V.  E.  Maybray 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Let  love  be  genuine;  hate  what  is 
evil;  hold  fast  to  what  is  good.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  22:37, 38) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  14 

Monday:  Psalms  104:1-23 
Tuesday:  Psalms  104:24-34 
Wednesday:  Acts  2:1-10 
Thursday:  Cienesis  11:1-9 
Friday:  John  14:8-17,25-27 
Saturday:  Romans  8:14-17 
Sunday:  Acts  2:1 1-21 
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THANKS  FOR  HYMNALS:  Your 

congregation  is  encouraged  to  observe  Nov.  19 
as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  praise  for  creation 
of  the  new  United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  ap¬ 
proved  a  request  last  week  from  Bishop  Rueben 
P.  Job  (Iowa  Area),  for  the  observance.  Bishop 
Job  chaired  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee. 

The  hymnal  was  consecrated  by  the  Council 
of  Bishops  May  4  in  a  special  ceremony  in  Ra¬ 
leigh,  N.C. 

PRAYING  FOR  HOSTAGES:  The 

United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  observed 
five  minutes  of  silent  prayer  May  2  for  the  re¬ 
lease  of  nine  hostages  still  held  in  Lebanon  by 
Moslem  terrorists. 

Among  the  hostages  are  U.S.  Marine  Col. 
Robert  Higgins,  a  United  Methodist  serving  in 
Lebanon  with  United  Nations  forces;  Anglican 
special  envoy  Terry  Waite,  who  was  trying  to 
arrange  the  other  hostages’  release;  and  Terry 
Anderson,  former  Associated  Press  bureau  chief 
now  in  his  fifth  year  of  captivity. 

BISHOPS  ELECTED:  Bishop  Leroy  C. 

Hodapp  (Indiana  Area)  was  elected  president- 
designate  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  last  week  (see  picture  at  right).  He  is  to 
take  office  at  the  close  of  the  council’s  meeting 
next  spring  in  Detroit. 

Continuing  as  secretary  of  the  council  is  Bish¬ 
op  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area.) 

The  council  includes  49  active  bishops  in  the 
United  States;  17  in  Europe,  Africa  and  the 
Philippines;  and  about  50  retired  bishops. 

WORLD  EVANGELISM:  United 
Methodists  will  be  among  more  than  800  people 
from  76  countries  at  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  World  Conference  on  Mission  and 
Evangelism  May  22-June  1  at  Trinity  Universi¬ 
ty  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Many  of  the  668  official  participants  will  visit 
congregations  across  the  United  States. 

MISSION  DOLLARS:  Despite  a  drop 

in  income  from  congregations,  giving  to  United 
Methodist  mission  programs  went  up  in  1988. 

How?  Contributions: 

•  $33.6  million — most  since  1964 — from 
members  of  United  Methodist  Women  groups 
in  local  congregations. 

•  $26.6  million  to  The  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church,  the  UMC’s  second-mile  giving  pro¬ 
gram.  That  amount  equals  a  11.39  percent  in¬ 
crease  over  1987,  said  Stephen  F.  Brimigion, 
treasurer  of  the  United  Methodist  mission  board. 

CONGRESS  ADDS  UM:  a  74th 

United  Methodist  has  been  elected  to  the  101st 
Congress.  U.S.  Rep.  Jill  Long,  D-Ind.,  won  a 
special  election  in  Indiana’s  4th  District.  Ms. 
Long  belongs  to  the  27-member  Etna  (Ind.) 
United  Methodist  Church. 

She  replaces  U.S.  Sen.  Dan  R.  Coats,  R-Ind., 
a  Baptist.  He  was  appointed  to  complete  Vice 
President  Dan  Quayle’s  Senate  term. 

'PEACE'  BUDGET:  More  than  100 
United  Methodists,  including  29  bishops,  are  call¬ 
ing  for  a  cutback  in  the  U.S.  military  budget. 
Their  statement,  “A  Call  for  Shift  in  Budget  Pri¬ 
orities  from  Military  to  Human  Needs,”  advo¬ 
cates  using  savings  to  meet  urgent  human  needs. 

The  statement  is  sponsored  by  “Methodists 
United  for  Peace  with  Justice,”  an  ad  hoc  group 
of  clergy  and  laity. 


Urban  crisis  gets  historic  action 


Bishops: 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

RALEIGH,  N.C. —Concern 
over  such  issues  as  widespread 
drug  abuse  in  America  and  the 
breakdown  of  inner-city  life  has 
prompted  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  to  assign  one  of 
its  own  to  a  special  one-year  task. 

After  a  90-minute  closed  ses¬ 
sion  that  witnesses  described  as 
deeply  emotional,  the  bishops 
unanimously  adopted  the  follow¬ 
ing  unprecedented  action: 


“In  response  to  the  mass  dete¬ 
rioration  of  the  social  and  spiri¬ 
tual  fabric  of  major  metropolitan 
areas  in  the  United  States,  the 
Council  of  Bishops  authorizes 
the  Executive  Committee  to  set 
aside  one  member  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  507.3 
of  the  Book  of  Discipline,  to  ad¬ 
dress  these  critical  concerns.” 

That  paragraph  from  the 
church’s  book  of  laws  permits  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  “assign 
one  of  its  members  for  one  year 
to  some  specific  churchwide  re¬ 


sponsibility  deemed  of  sufficient 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  the 
total  Church.” 

The  bishop  so  assigned  is  re¬ 
leased  from  responsibilities  with¬ 
in  his  or  her  episcopal  area  and 
another  bishop  or  bishops,  active 
or  retired,  assumes  those  duties 
during  the  interim. 

“This  is  a  significant  historical 
moment,”  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Tal¬ 
bert,  Council  secretary,  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
after  the  meeting. 

“The  bishops  intend  to  pro¬ 


vide  a  new  kind  of  leadership  to 
the  denomination  to  deal  with 
the  critical  issues  facing  the  U.S. 
and  the  world.” 

While  Bishop  Talbert  declined 
to  give  details,  he  said  the  intent 
of  the  move  is  for  the  assigned 
bishop  to  tackle  multiple  urban 
issues  such  as  poverty,  hunger 
and  homelessness  but  especially 
the  drug  problem,  according  to 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 

The  Council’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  will  assign  the  bishop  during 
its  July  17-19  meeting  in  Denver. 


In  other  business,  the  bishops: 

/  Heard  an  update  on  their  “Vi¬ 
tal  Congregations — Faithful  Disci¬ 
ples”  initiative  to  strengthen 
effectiveness  of  local  congregations. 

/  Welcomed  newly  elected 
Bishop  Walter  Klaiber  of  Frank¬ 
furt,  West  Germany,  to  his  first 
council  meeting. 

/■  Spent  six  hours  with  United 
Methodist  layman  James  Laue,  a 
nationally  known  consultant, 
honing  their  skills  as  “conflict  re¬ 
solvers.” 


Visitors  to 
tell  us  about 
Nicaragua 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

RALEIGH,  N.C. —United 
Methodist  bishops  want  to  share 
what  their  delegation  learned  on 
a  recent  visit  to  Nicaragua. 

The  bishops  plan  to  do  that  by 
sending  each  local  congregation  a 
copy  of  the  statement  the  delega¬ 
tion  issued  jointly  with  Latin 
American  Methodist  bishops  af¬ 
ter  the  trip. 

The  1 6  members  of  the  delega¬ 
tion  also  plan  to  write  articles 
and  make  talks  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  episcopal  areas  about  their 
impressions  of  Nicaragua. 

Those  were  three  communica¬ 
tion  ideas  that  came  out  of  a 
lengthy  discussion  of  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  visit  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  of  Bishops  during  its 
April  28-May  5  meeting. 

That  trip  was  made  at  the  invi- 
tation  of  13  Latin  American 
Methodist  leaders.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  from  the  United 
States,  East  Germany  and  the 
Philippines  went  to  Nicaragua. 

“One  of  our  most  negative  crit¬ 
ics  said  we  went  as  politicians, 
not  as  spiritual  leaders,”  said 
Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  (Raleigh, 
N.C.,  Area).  “Our  most  signifi¬ 
cant  moments  of  this  trip  were 
worship  experiences  with  the 
Nicaraguan  people  and  the  [Latin 
American]  bishops.” 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  An¬ 
geles  Area),  new  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  asserted  that 
self-determination  is  the  Nicara¬ 
guans'  goal.  That  was  affirmed  to 
the  council  by  eight  other  bish¬ 
ops  who  made  the  trip. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New 
York  Area)  said  he  sees  the  bish¬ 
ops’  efforts  to  share  their  Nicara¬ 
guan  experiences  as  a  legitimate 
part  of  their  teaching  function. 

He  urged  those  who  made  the 
trip  to  help  other  United  Meth¬ 
odists  stop  “making  enemies”  of 
the  Nicaraguans. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTET 

RALEIGH,  N.C.— Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  (center),  1988-89  president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
congratulates  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp,  left,  president-designate  for  1990-91.  Looking  on  is  the 
council's  1989-90  president,  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell,  who  took  office  last  week. 


Bishops  delay 
appointments 
to  missions 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

RALEIGH.  N.C.— An  impas¬ 
sioned  speech  by  its  president¬ 
elect  caused  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  to 
delay  a  decision  about  appointing 
clergy  to  positions  with  the  unof¬ 
ficial  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists. 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  (Indi¬ 
ana  Area)  told  the  Council  May  5 
that  he  had  many  questions  about 
the  society’s  practices. 

Bishop  Hodapp  is  a  director  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  which  has  been  at 
odds  with  the  unofficial  mission¬ 
ary-sending  society. 

The  bishop's  questions  include: 

/  What  training  does  the  soci¬ 
ety  give  its  missionaries? 

/  Does  the  society  consider  it¬ 
self  a  United  Methodist  agency? 

/  Does  the  United  Methodist 
Church  bear  any  legal  responsi¬ 
bility  for  hazards  faced  by  mis¬ 
sionaries  sent  by  the  society? 

The  Council  referred  the  issue 
back  to  its  executive  committee 
for  more  study. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Sermon  cites  UM  / crisis  of  confidence' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

RALEIGH,  N.C. — Sermons 
declaring  a  “crisis  of  confidence” 
in  United  Methodist  leadership 
and  advocating  “radical  change” 
for  evangelism  were  preached  to 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  April  28-May  5. 

First-term  Bishops  Joseph  B. 
Bethea  (Columbia,  S.C.,  Area) 
and  Bruce  P.  Blake  (Dallas  Area) 
took  what  some  of  their  colleagues 
termed  “prophetic”  stances  in 
their  inaugural  sermons  before  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Both  sermons  were  greeted 
warmly  by  the  gathering. 

During  opening  worship  May  2, 
Bishop  Bethea  told  of  an  April  20 
letter  he’d  received.  It  questioned 


The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
support  of  secular  organizations. 

Bishop  Bethea  said  the  corre¬ 
spondent  was  disillusioned  with 
United  Methodist  leadership  be¬ 
cause  it  backed  some  secular  orga¬ 
nizations  and  causes. 

That  disillusionment  had 
caused  the  correspondent  to  des¬ 
ignate  his  tithe  “for  building  fund 
only.”  the  bishop  said. 

Bishop  Bethea  challenged  the 
attitude  of  “selective  giving”  as 
“withholding  the  grace  of  God." 

“I’m  glad  God  is  not  like  that!” 
Bishop  Bethea  thundered  to  a  rapt 
audience.  “That  cross  on  Golgotha 
is  God's  eternal  YES!" 

He  urged  the  bishops  to  “de¬ 
velop  some  response  to  create  in 
our  people  once  more  a  confi- 


Joseph  Bethea  Bruce  Blake 


dence  in  our  church  and  in  the 
leadership  of  our  church.” 

The  next  day.  Bishop  Blake’s 
sermon  likened  the  malaise  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
the  confusion  that  resulted  from 
building  the  tower  of  Babel. 

“God's  plan  is  not  to  save  the 
church  but  to  bring  grace  and 
light  to  those  in  darkness."  Bish¬ 
op  Blake  asserted. 


The  bishop  then  urged  United 
Methodist  leaders  to  guide  the 
church  to  a  “radical  change.” 

As  an  example  of  that  change, 
the  bishop  cited  the  possibility  of 
each  congregation  using  20  per¬ 
cent  of  its  money  and  human  re¬ 
sources  to  bring  Christ  to  the 
unsaved. 

“I’m  convinced  the  choice  is 
clear.”  Bishop  Blake  said.  “Either 
we  remain  committed  to  our 
'towers’ — which  are  certain  one 
day  to  be  irrelevant — or  we  be 
open  to  the  Pentecost  of  God’s  agenda. 

“Either  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  save  our  own  life — 
and  thereby  lose  it — or  we  will 
lose  our  life  for  God  and  thereby 
save  it.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S 10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 
Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145 
week,  $450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability. 
Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

EDUCATION  AND  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

needed.  Lakewood  United  Methodist  Church, 
North  Little  Rock.  Arkansas.  Send  resume  to: 
Reverend  Sam  Teague,  Lakewood  UMC,  1922 
Topf  Road,  North  Little  Rock,  AR  72116. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at 
First  Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway 
&  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes: 
9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1 :00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR:  CHILDREN  AND 

youth  emphasis  (newly  created  position).  Send 
resume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  115  E.  Howry  Ave.,  De¬ 
land.  FL  32724. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministry 
for  1000-member  church  (Ebenezer  United 
Methodist)  in  rapidly  growing  suburban  area. 
Develop  relational  ministries  in  Jr.  High,  Sr. 
High,  and  College  groups.  Salanr  negotiable. 
Resumes  to:  D.  McGregor,  44  Robin  Court, 
Hockessin,  DE  19707. 

FULL-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE  imme¬ 

diately  in  Christian  education  and  youth  min¬ 
istry.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  704  Ave.  D.,  Aber¬ 
nathy,  TX  7931  1.  Phone:  (806)  298-2581. 

CEDAR  VILLA  RETIREMENT  Community 
being  developed  by  Methodist  family.  Modern 
rental  units  located  near  retirement  services, 
parks,  fishing,  other  attractions.  Ozark  county 
setting.  Route  4,  Box  4623,  St.  James.  MO 
65559.(314)265-8451. 

SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL  WITH  SECONDARY 

certification  for  private  school  Administrator, 
Resident  Student  Counselors,  supervise  dormi¬ 
tory  students/manage  facility,  single  or  married 
couple.  Secondary  teachers  certified  chemistry/ 
physics,  art,  higher  level  math.  Red  Bird  Mis¬ 
sion.  Beverly,  KY  40913.  (606)  598-5135. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  2200- 
member  church.  Music  program  currently  in¬ 
cludes  adult,  youth,  children’s  choirs,  hand- 
bells,  orchestra,  brass  and  string  and  vocal 
ensembles.  Send  resume  which  includes  salary 
needs  to:  Music  Search,  Westbury  United 
Methodist  Church,  5200  Willowbend,  Hous¬ 
ton,  TX  77096.  ! 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRIES  for 

2650-member  church.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Dr.  Karl  K.  Stegall,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  2416  West  Cloverdale 
Park,  Montgomery,  AL  36194. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  &  CHILDREN’S 
ministries,  at  the  FUMC,  Campbellsville,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Seeking  individual  with  a  dedication  to 
service  and  church  growth  in  developing  and 
implementing  Christian  education  in  an  800- 
member  congregation.  Starting  salary  range 
from  $18,000;  relocation  allowances,  assis¬ 
tance  in  housing  location.  Campbellsville  is 
the  geographic  center  of  Kentucky  located  near 
Green  River  Lake.  Send  resume  and  inquiries 
to:  Mrs.  Terri  Bright,  FUMC,  317  E.  Main, 
Campbellsville.  KY  42718.  | 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  1500-MEMBER 

church  for  youth  director  with  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  or  other  skills.  Salary  to  be  negotiated. 
Would  consider  full-time  or  part-time.  Send 
resume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1981,  Pampa,  TX 
79066-1981.(806)  669-7411. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Education  position  available  at  2, 000-membcr 
church  in  a  community  of  25,000  with  a  state 
university.  Initial  emphasis  on  ministry  with 
4th- 1 2th  grades.  Prefer  certification  and/or 
master's  degree,  but  will  consider  bachelor's 
degree,  experience  and  training.  Resumes  by 
May  17  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Box  327,  Emporia,  KS  66801 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
for  an  alive  suburban  church.  Responsibilities: 
oversee  entire  Christian  education  program  in¬ 
cluding  youth  ministries  and  program  develop¬ 
ment.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  18120  Saticoy,  Reseda,  CA  9 1 335. 

FUND  RAISING  SALES  ITEM— professional 

state  of  the  art  technology— Radon  detector, 
raise  more  money  with  less  efTort.  For  details 
(309)  828-7772.  B.C.A.  Laboratories,  Inc.,  Box 
3722,  Bloomington,  IL  6 1 702. 

NEW  YORK  THANKSGIVING  THEATER 
tour.  Hong  Kong  and  Seoul  Christmas  shop¬ 
ping  spree  and  sightseeing.  Brochures  avail¬ 
able.  Escorted  by:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux, 
6247  Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX  75214.  Phone: 
(214) 368-7026. 

HIDEAWAY  IN  GATLINBURG— COTTAGE 

sleeps  eight.  Walk  to  town  and  park  trails.  Creek 
and  city  park  nearby.  $300.00  weekly.  (703)  646- 
3528. 

YOUTH  MINISTER  NEEDED.  FULL-TIME 
position  open  at  1500-membership  church.  Abili¬ 
ty  to  direct  youth  choir  would  be  helpful,  but  not 
mandatory.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  or 
contact:  Rev.  Dick  Atkinson,  Casa  Linda  United 
Methodist  Church,  1800  Barnes  Bridge  Road, 
Dallas.  TX  75228. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  ac¬ 

cumulations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet,  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest 
and  negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal 
references.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

United  Methodists  need  clear  missions 
for  effective  ministry,  executive  says 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO — If  your  church  isn’t 
clear  about  its  mission,  its  ministry 
may  not  be  effective. 

That  was  the  analysis  delivered 
recently  to  a  35-member  committee 
studying  United  Methodism’s  min¬ 
istry  by  an  executive  with  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  evangelism  agency. 

The  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz,  an  offi¬ 
cial  with  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  in  Nashville,  told 
committee  members  that  growing 
organizations  have  “clear  state¬ 
ments”  of  mission. 

“In  the  early  days  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation,  there  was  a  clear  sense  of  the 
theology  of  the  church  that  resulted 
in  a  clear  sense  of  mission,”  said  Dr. 
Waltz. 

It  was  “to  reform  the  continent 
and  to  spread  scriptural  holiness 
over  these  lands,”  he  said. 

That  was  also  the  missional  focus 
that  led  Methodists  to  establish  an 
"itinerant  plan"  for  deploying  its 
ministers — moving  them  about  to 
take  advantage  of  missional  oppor¬ 
tunities,  he  said. 

Dr.  Waltz  said  the  genius  of  that 
system  was  that  it  could  rapidly 
adapt  to  serve  an  expanding  frontier 
without  sacrificing  its  “message  and 
mission.” 

Today,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  become  a  “mature”  in¬ 
stitution,  he  said.  It  devotes  “more 


and  more  of  its  energies  and  re¬ 
sources"  to  institutional,  rather 
than  missional  matters. 

The  9.7-million  member  denomi¬ 
nation  has  lost  more  than  2  million 
members  in  the  United  States  since 
1968.  The  church  has  reported 
membership  growth  in  Africa  and 
the  Philippines. 

"Because  we  are  not  addressing 
the  missional  issues,  we  have  great 
difficulty  coming  to  consensus  on 
the  ministry  and  other  organization¬ 
al  issues,”  Dr.  Waltz  said. 

“The  focus  must  be  on  the  faith, 
not  the  fine  points.  The  focus  must  be 
on  the  mission  of  the  church,  not  the 
needs  of  the  [clergy]  profession.” 

He  cited  several  external  factors 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO— Can  The  United 
Methodist  Church — which  experi¬ 
enced  its  greatest  growth  as  a  "fron¬ 
tier”  church — recover  its  youthful 
sense  of  missional  purpose? 

Yes,  say  officials  with  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  mission  board. 

"In  our  piece  of  the  church  univer¬ 
sal,  there's  an  incredible  flexibility,” 
the  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nugent  Jr., 
chief  executive  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  told  a  ministry 


that  tend  to  subvert  that  focus: 

•  A  gradual  change  in  attitude  that 
makes  the  ministry  a  “profession” 
rather  than  a  calling,  with  “rising  ex¬ 
pectations"  about  salary  and  benefits 
among  the  membership. 

•  A  growing  “clergy  establish¬ 
ment”  that  is  costly  “to  recruit, 
train,  support,  house,  supervise,  de¬ 
ploy  and  evaluate.” 

•  An  emphasis  on  the  importance 
of  administrative  duties  of  pastors, 
“often  to  the  neglect  of  the  Word 
and  witness.” 

The  ministry-study  committee  is 
expected  to  complete  its  report  in 
time  for  the  denomination's  1992 
policy-making  General  Conference 
in  Louisville,  Ky. 


study  committee  (see  story  above). 
“It’s  a  matter  of  leadership.” 

He  urged  committee  members  to 
examine  today’s  frontiers  for  minis¬ 
try,  including  homeless  people  and 
new  immigrants. 

"A  missional  approach  would 
look  for  frontiers,”  said  Dr.  Nugent. 

He  said  that  new  immigrants  to 
the  United  States  offer  "an  incredi¬ 
ble  opportunity”  for  ministry. 

"God  is  just  throwing  people  into 
the  United  States  from  other  cul¬ 
tures,  literally  throwing  them  at  our 
feet,”  he  said. 


Panel  amends 
restructure 
plan  for  NCC 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — A  special  com¬ 
mittee  has  amended  its  proposed 
plan  to  restructure  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  new  proposal  gives  NCC 
units  an  expanded  role  in  the  de¬ 
cision-making  process. 

The  amended  plan  comes  from 
the  NCC’s  Committee  of  Fifteen 
after  stiff  criticism  of  its  “draft” 
reorganizational  proposal  by  the 
council's  most  powerful  agency. 
Church  World  Service. 

Under  the  revised  plan,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  each  of  three  pro¬ 
posed  NCC  units — 
encompassing  Church  World 
Service  and  all  other  council 
agencies — are  guaranteed  seats 
on  an  Executive  Coordinating 
Committee. 

The  revised  plan  still  doesn't 
address  questions  of  personnel 
and  finances.  These  have  plagued 
the  NCC  as  inflation  cut  the  ef¬ 
fective  income  of  the  agency  by 
halfbetween  1975  and  1987. 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  ex¬ 
pects  to  grapple  with  those  issues 
just  before  the  May  16-19  Gov¬ 
erning  Board  meeting  in  Lexing¬ 
ton,  Ky.  That’s  where  the 
restructure  model  is  scheduled  to 
be  presented. 


Missions  chief:  Examine  frontiers 
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Faith' 

=  connections 

CHURCH  DEVELOPMENT:  The 

National  Program  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  elected  the  Rev. 
Eli  S.  Rivera  to  head  its  unit  responsible  for 
building  new  United  Methodist  churches  and 
redeveloping  existing  congregations. 

During  1987-88  the  congregational  develop¬ 
ment  staff  trained  at  least  580  people  in  new 
•church  development  seminars.  During  the  last 
three  years  200  people  were  trained  through 
church  redevelopment  seminars. 

In  one  of  its  largest  endeavors,  the  develop¬ 
ment  staff  is  helping  Korean  United  Methodists 
build  500  churches  by  1996. 

HEALTH  MINISTRY  EXEC:  Cathie 

Lyons,  43,  was  elected  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Health  and  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment  last  month. 

Ms.  Lyons  is  a  19-year 
veteran  in  United  Method¬ 
ist  health  ministries,  and 
was  one  of  five  national  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  consulted  by 
U.S.  Surgeon  General  C.  i’ 

Everett  Koop  for  his  report  ‘  ' 
on  AIDS.  Cathie  Lyons 

125th  BIRTHDAY:  United  Method¬ 
ism's  oldest  child-caring  institution,  Berea  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home,  celebrated  its  125th  anniversary 
April  22.  During  its  anniversary  weekend,  the 
home  inaugurated  its  Hall  of  Fame  and  marked 
completion  of  a  $  1 .8  million  capital  fund  drive. 

Berea  provides  day  care,  counseling,  in-home 
family  therapy  and  similar  programs.  It  was 
honored  as  1989  Institute  of  the  Year  by  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

DEADLINE  NEARS:  May  24  is  the  reg¬ 
istration  deadline  for  "Focus  ’89."  That’s  the 
national  children's  ministry  conference  sched¬ 
uled  July  31-Aug.  4  in  Nashville  by  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Section  of  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

About  2,000  Christian  educators,  pastors, 
children's  coordinators  and  others  who  work 
with  United  Methodist  children  are  expected. 
Guest  speakers  include  the  Rev.  Fred  Rogers,  a 
Presbyterian  minister  known  as  television’s 
“Mister  Rogers,”  and  Tipper  Gore,  Wife  of  U.S. 
Sen.  Albert  Gore,  D-Tenn.,  and  author  of 
“Raising  PG  Kids  in  an  X-Rated  World.” 

Contact:  Christian  Education  Section,  (615) 
340*7200.  - 

SING  IT  OUT:  Dr.  William  J.  Reyn¬ 
olds,  who  writes  the  “History  of  Hymns”  col¬ 
umn  for  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  was 
honored  recently  for  his  contributions  to  South¬ 
ern  Baptists'  hymn  singing. 

The  78-member  committee  working  on  a  new 
Southern  Baptist  hymnal  honored  Dr.  Reyn¬ 
olds,  editor  of  the  1975  hymnal,  and  W.  Hines 
Sims,  editor  of  the  1956  edition.  Dr.  Reynolds, 
professor  of  church  music  at  Southwestern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
is  the  author  of  several  books  on  hymnody  and 
singing. 


Poverty  grips  young  in  land  of  plenty' 


National  Council  of  Churches  program  focuses  on  America's  poor  kids 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Everything  about  "America’s 
Children:  Poorest  in  a  Land  of 
Plenty"  is  haunting. 

The  black  and  white  photogra¬ 
phy,  both  still  and  motion  pic¬ 
tures,  carries  a  hard  edge  of 
realism. 

The  music,  a  round  sung  by 
children,  envelops  the  program 


much  as  the  cycle  of  poverty  en¬ 
snares  the  children  whose  lives  it 
depicts. 

Filmed  in  Hartford,  Conn.; 
Bastrop,  La.;  and  Denver,  “Amer¬ 
ica’s  Children”  turns  a  harsh  tight 
on  some  frightening  realities  of 
children  and  families  in  poverty. 

Significantly,  the  families  pro¬ 
filed  in  the  series  are  aided  by 
church-sponsored  programs. 

Among  them  is  Warren  Vil¬ 


lage,  an  innovative  housing  and 
assistance  program  run  by  War¬ 
ren  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Denver  (see  related  stories). 

Against  the  backdrop  of 
churches  in  mission  to  the  poor, 
the  TV  special  forces  the  viewer 
to  consider  disturbing  facts: 

f  13  million  children  in  Amer¬ 
ica  are  poor. 

/  45  percent  of  all  black  chil¬ 
dren  are  poor. 


/  Only  the  United  States  and 
South  Africa  among  industrial¬ 
ized  countries  fail  to  provide 
comprehensive  health  care  for 
children  and  pregnant  women. 

/  Among  the  top  20  industri¬ 
alized  nations,  the  United  States 
has  the  third  highest  infant  mor¬ 
tality  rate. 

/  More  than  half  of  all  chil¬ 
dren  living  in  families  headed  by 


a  single  mother  are  poor. 

Produced  by  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ, 
the  special  is  the  third  in  a  recent 
series,  “The  Promise  of  America 
II,”  sponsored  by  the  Interfaith 
Broadcasting  Commission  Inc. 

“America’s  Children:  Poorest 
in  a  Land  of  Plenty”  will  be  tele¬ 
cast  May  1 4,  Mother’s  Day,  at  1 
p.m.  (EDT)  on  NBC-TV.  Check 
local  listings  for  exact  time. 


Church  cares  for  families 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DENVER— Warren  Village,  a 
model  residential  community  for 
single  parents,  grew  out  of 
dreams  of  some  Denver  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  1960s. 

Members  of  Warren  United 
Methodist  Church  realized  that 
the  needs  of  many  local  low-in¬ 
come,  single-parent  families  were 
going  unmet. 

They  did  something  about  it. 

What  evolved  in  1974  was 
Warren  Village,  one  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  most  successful  solutions 
to  problems  faced  by  families 
and  children  in  poverty. 

Warren  Village  was  the  brain¬ 
child  of  three  men,  said  parishio¬ 
ner  Mike  Hunt,  who  was  on  the 
original  planning  committee  for 
the  project  and  now  serves  on  the 
Warren  Village  board  of  directors. 

Warren  Village  I,  the  first  of 


the  two  projects,  was  built  on 
church-donated  property,  said 
Mr.  Hunt. 

While  operating  as  a  non-profit 
corporation,  the  village  has  re¬ 
ceived  support  from  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  and  other 
church  groups  through  Advance 
Special  giving  from  United  Meth¬ 
odists  across  the  denomination. 

The  project  includes  two  apart¬ 
ment  complexes  with  200  one-, 
two-  and  three-bedroom  apart¬ 
ments  serving  about  300  families. 

Child  care,  family  support  ser¬ 
vices  and  employment  training 
are  available  to  residents. 

Residents  are  expected  to  take 
part  in  some  of  the  Village’s  eve¬ 
ning  classes:  aerobics,  cosmetics, 
shopping,  parenting  skills,  home 
management,  and  finances. 

Residents  have  up  to  two  years 
to  become  self-sufficient. 


Village  is  mom's  way ' up ' 


By  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER — Marie  Carrozo,  a 
23-year-old  mother  of  a  two- 
year-old  son.  is  one  of  the  nearly 
300  single  parents  who  live  at 
Warren  Village. 

She  heard  about  the  Village 
from  her  boyfriend’s  mother. 

“I  saw  an  opportunity  and  de¬ 
cided  I  didn’t  want  to  live  on 
welfare  for  the  rest  of  my  life,” 
she  says. 

After  waiting  five  months  for 
an  opening,  she  moved  into  War¬ 
ren  Village  IPs  Decatur  Place. 

Her  lease  also  requires  her  to 
have  an  individual  self-improve¬ 
ment  plan  designed  to  make  her 
self-sufficient. 

Her  goals? 

•  To  learn  the  computer  pro¬ 
gram  WordPerfect. 

•  To  change  her  personal  out¬ 


look  regarding  inner  and  outer 
appearances. 

•  "That  I  would  be  financially 
able  to  support  myself  and  my 
son  without  even  thinking  of  go¬ 
ing  on  welfare.” 

So  how’s  it  going? 

“Great!” 

She  attends  school,  runs  the 
village  “store,"  serves  on  the  res¬ 
ident  council  and  on  the  enter¬ 
tainment  commitee. 

She  pays  30  percent  of  her  in¬ 
come  for  rent,  plus  utilities  and 
phone.  She  also  pays  $55.50  per 
month  for  day  care. 

Even  so,  things  are  financially 
tight:  her  sole  income  consists  of 
a  small  monthly  welfare  check 
and  a  slightly  larger  check  from 
Social  Security  [Ms.  Carrozo  has 
cerebral  palsy.) 

Ms.  Healy  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Colden,  Colo. 


ELI  REED/MAGNUM  PHOTOS  INC. 

NEW  YORK— -A  National  Council  of  Churches  television  special  focuses  on  the  13  million  chil¬ 
dren  living  in  poverty  in  the  U.S.  Narrated  by  Maya  Angelou,  “America’s  Children:  Poorest  in  a 
Land  of  Plenty”  exposes  hidden  pockets  of  poverty  and  the  children  who  live  there.  The  program, 
scheduled  for  May  14,  is  part  of  a  continuing  NBC-TV  series— “The  Promise  of  America  II.” 

Mother's  Day  prayer  offered 


Congregations  are  being  urged 
by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  to  pray  this  prayer  for 
mothers  and  children  living  in 
poverty  during  Sunday’s  Moth¬ 
er’s  Day  worship  service: 

“Today,  we  remember  the  wom¬ 
en  who  brought  us  into  the  world. 
Mothers  and  children  stand  to¬ 


gether  to  celebrate  life. 

But  there  are  those  beside  us,  in 
the  shadows,  who  weep.  They  are 
the  mothers  of  America’s  13  mil¬ 
lion  children  living  in  poverty. 

Now  is  the  time  to  make  our 
hearts  vulnerable,  to  listen,  to 
open  our  eyes.  Loving  God,  give 
us  the  light  to  see  our  sisters  and 


their  families  who  live  in  poverty. 

Give  us  the  compassion  to  hear 
their  stories.  Give  us  the  arms  to 
reach  them,  the  love  to  hold  them 
close.  Give  us  the  courage  to  take 
a  stand,  make  a  difference  and 
work  to  eliminate  poverty  in  our 
time.  We  pray  together,  for  the 
hope  that  only  you  can  give.” 


ChooseiULift 

JMintn'ng 

FROM  TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

1-800-848-2131 


CONVERSATIONAL  SPANISH  LANGUAGE 
PROGRAM 
July  17-28,  1989 
*$799.00 

EVENT:  Consistent  with  the  Church's  increasing  service  to  Hispanic  populations  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Latin  America  is  the  need  for  cultural  and  linguistic  preparedness  of  her  clergy  and  lay 
people.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  pleased  to  announce  a  special  two-week  summer  seminar  which 
will  provide  those  who  are  involved  in  expanding  the  Church's  Hispanic  ministry  with  the  basic  Span¬ 
ish  conversational  and  cultural  knowledge  necessary  to  work  effectively  within  these  communities. 
Participants  will  be  lay  and  clergy  church  leadership  from  churches  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  Western  Jurisdiction  including:  vol¬ 
unteers  in  mission;  leaders,  domestic  and  international;  pastors;  community  ministry  professionals;  and  lay  persons.  These  participants 
must  be  able  to  participate  fully  from  8:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  for  the  two  week  period. 

Language:  The  program  will  include  50  hours  of  classroom  Spanish  language  instruction.  The  students  will  spend  most  of  their 
time  speaking  In  and  not  about  Spanish,  thus  giving  them  the  opportunity  to  use  Spanish  in  communication  rather  than  in  trans¬ 
lation.  The  course  content  will  equip  students  to  function  in  practical  and  ministry-related  situations  and  include  relevant 
vocabulary. 

Cultural  Awareness:  A  candid  "nuts  and  bolts”  training  session  will  be  held  to  help  participants  better  understand  the  value  system  and 
ways  of  their  Hispanic  counterparts. 

Tours:  Participants  will  visit  cultural  and  ministry  settings  in  El  Paso  and  Juarez,  such  as  museums,  missions,  churches,  and  historical 
monuments. 

Excursions:  A  trip  to  Chihuahua  City,  Mexico,  250  miles  south  of  El  Paso,  will  be  planned  during  the  weekend  of  July  21-23,  1989.  Tour 
the  city,  visit  museums,  Methodist  Church  projects  and  worship  at  one  of  the  Methodist  Churches.  Price  includes  hotel,  transportation  and 
all  meals. 

For  more  information  contact:  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  P.O.  Box  11,  El  Paso,  TX  79940.  (915) 
533-8286. 

•Co*t  tndtxJes  nepstraton,  course  and  wortohopa.  excursions,  hotel,  transportation  and  noon  meals 


Center  For  Cross-Cultural 
Educational  Ministries. 


COMMON  SENSE 
CHRISTIANITY 

"This  provocative  book  will  make  many 
traditional  Christians  uneasy,  but  opens 
the  door  to  tonversion  for  non-believers” 
-West  Coast  Review  ol  Books 

at  your  annual  conference 

COKESBURY  display 
from  OCCAM  PUBLISHERS 


_ 3IIK  SCREENED  APRONS 

Haw  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
today? 


♦tfcllow  apron  with  navy  impnnt  l AUM501 )  ■  M 

While  apron  with  royal  blue  imprint  (AUM5Q2)J|gs 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint  |AUM$$ 

•  36"  long  and  24"  wide  •  Durable  easy-care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

i  Apron  (AIM501.  Al!M5fl2.  AUM503)  $9.  twn  »pmns-tl6.  ' 
six  aprons- $4  2  Specify  color  si  desired  Add  sales  tax  for 
‘  v  delivery  in  N  Y  Money  back  guarantee  Also  available  for 
other  denominations 

MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd.  U.M..  Cuba,  NX  14727 
1 71ft  i  437-2933 


YOU  ARE 
INVITED 

To  Join 


CHARLES  L.  ALLEN  TOURS 

to  the 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAYS 

In  1990 

Tours  in  May.  June,  July 
August  and  September 

For  Information: 

CHARLES  L.  ALLEN  TOURS 
Transco  Tower*  Level  34 
P.O.  BOX  1396 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS  77251 
Telephone:  (713)  439-4072 


Domestic  missions  unit  tightens 
accounting,  plans  deficit  recovery 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK — “There’s  a  new 
spirit  within  the  staff  and  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  National  Division.  We’re 
not  dead  .  . .  We’re  not  about  to 
close  up  shop.” 

So  spoke  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete 
(Boston  Area),  president  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  domestic  mission  unit. 

Throughout  the  entire  National 
Division  meeting  April  17-21,  Bish¬ 
op  Skeete  and  the  Rev.  Brian  A.  Fet- 
terman,  its  deputy  general  secretary, 
tried  to  make  it  clear  that  National 
Division  directors  are  in  control  of 
the  organization's  finances. 

They  said  the  division  has  begun: 

/  Cash  flow  controls,  which  make 
a  difference  in  interest  accumulated. 


Desert  Southwest  executive 
wins  history  award 

MADISON,  N.J.— The  council 
on  ministries  director  for  the  Desert 
Southwest  An¬ 
nual  Confer¬ 
ence  has  won 
the  Jesse  Lee 
Prize  in  United 
Methodist  his¬ 
tory. 

The  Rev.  Mi¬ 
chael  G.  Nick¬ 
erson  is  to  Michael  Nickerson 
receive  a  $2,000  award  to  publish 
his  book-length  study  of  the  spread 
of  Methodism  across  New  York 
state.  The  work  was  his  doctoral 
dissertation. 


in  the  amount  of  $2  million. 

/  Spending  controls  on  travel, 
hirings,  consultants,  and  equipment. 

/  Monitoring  controls,  through 
regular  mailing  of  financial  state¬ 
ments  to  the  finance  committee. 

/  Budgeting  controls  on  mission 
programs. 

The  division’s  combined  1987-88 
deficit  of  $637,392  will  be  reduced 
through  a  special  $500,000  grant  from 
the  Women's  Division,  of  which 
$281,500  is  aimed  at  institutional 
ministries  for  children  and  women. 

The  division  will  also  start  a  four- 
year  amortization  plan  for  the  re¬ 
maining  deficit:  $20,000  in  1989, 
$27,392  in  1990,  $45,000  in  1991, 
and  $45,000  in  1992. 

Dr.  Fetterman  said  that  despite 
controls  on  spending,  the  division 
still  ended  1988  with  a  $270,000 


The  award  by  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  honors  Jesse  Lee,  said  to  be 
the  author  of  the  first  history  on 


deficit,  mainly  due  to  a  shortfall  in 
funds  the  division  received  from 
the  denomination's  basic  World 
Service  programmatic  fund. 

The  division  has  a  new  plan  to 
list  priority  budget  items  as  level 
one,  two  and  three,  based  on  actual 
monies  received. 


POSITIONS  OPEN 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  im¬ 
mediate  openings  for  2  persons:  (1)  a  di¬ 
rector  of  development  with  proven 
fund-raising,  relational  and  organization¬ 
al  skills  and  experience;  and  (2)  a  person 
with  proven  promotional  skills  and  previ¬ 
ous  advertising,  public  relations  and/or 
sales  experience.  Positions  require  ability 
to  relate  to  United  Methodists  of  every 
bent,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
church  and  an  appreciation  of  how  a 
newspaper  like  the  Reporter  supports 
and  enhances  all  the  church's  ministries. 
Necessary  qualifications  include  a  col¬ 
lege  degree,  high  levels  of  energy  and 
creativity,  and  an  active  Christian  com¬ 
mitment.  Positions  involve  some  travel, 
relocation  to  Dallas.  Salaries  negotiable. 
Exceptional  opportunities  for  the  right 
persons.  Contact:  Richard  Stark,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
(214)  630-6495.  Equal  Opportunity/Af¬ 
firmative  Action  Employer. 


American  Methodism. 


INTERNATIONAL  TRAVEL  SPONSORED  AND  DIRECTED  BY 
ASBURY  COLLEGE  FACULTY  SINCE  1952 

1989,  Sept.  14: 11-day  Alaska  Cruise-  $1,750 

1989,  Nov.  27:  18-day  China-Hong  Kong-  $2,295 

1990,  June  28: 14-day  Oberammergau  Passion  Play  plus  Central  Europe-  $2,485 
1990,  Sept  18:  16-day  Oberammergau-  The  churches  of  St.  John,  St.  Paul-  $2,889 
1990,  Dec.  14: 13-day  Holy  Land-  The  steps  of  Moses  in  the  Sinai  wilderness-  $1,935 

First  class  hotels.  Escorted  by  college  faculty.  Write  or  call:  Asbury  College 
Tours,  Wllmore,  KY  40390,  (606)  858-3511,  ext.  172. 

Limited  space  available 
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The  Fine  Art 
of  Commencing 


a 


Several  years  ago,  Saturday  Review  featured  memorable  commence¬ 
ment  speeches  of  the  last  100  years.  There  is  no  better  barometer  to 
gauge  the  pressures  of  an  angle  than  the  proverbial  (literally!)  address 
to  graduating  seniors.  I  know  of  no  greater  challenge  than  saying 
something  wise,  optimistic  and  interesting  just  after  the  valedictorian's 
speech  and  just  before  Pomp  and  Circumstance ,  and  doing  this  in  a 
ninety  degree  auditorium  or  a  windswept  stadium.  As  our  fourth  child 
graduated  from  College  this  May,  I  believe  I  am  an  expert  observer  and 
participant  in  graduation  speeches. 

Some  of  the  speeches  in  the  Saturday  Review  article  are  especially 
intriguing: 

1880  —  D.  C.  Gilman,  President  of  John  Hopkins,  urged  the 
women  of  Smith  College  to  be  bold  enough  to  acquire  knowledge 
in  “food,  air,  water,  clothing,  light,  warmth,  exercise,  accidents, 
emergencies,  and  sickness.” 

1905  —  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  spoke  to  the  men  of  Har¬ 
vard  about  “sport”  and  chastized  one  who  would  count  “a  broken 
arm  or  collarbone  as  of  serious  consequence,  when  balanced 
against  the  chance  of  showing  that  he  posess  hardihood  .  .  . 
and  courage.” 

The  most  interesting  introduction  belonged  to  Edward  R.  Murrow  in 
his  1954  address  to  Hamilton  College: 

/  shall  be  conscious  during  these  next  few  minutes  of  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  a  visiting  bishop  at  Yale  who  took  for  his  text  the  four  let¬ 
ters  YALE,  and  he  held  forth  for  10  minutes  on  Y  for  Youth  and 
the  audience  was  unimpressed.  Nothing  daunted,  he  carried  on 
seven  minutes  and  eight  seconds  on  A  for  Ambition  —  by  which 
time  he  had  lost  the  entire  audience.  But  being  a  courageous  and 
determined  man,  he  went  on  for  four  minutes  and  10  seconds  on  L 
for  Loyalty,  by  which  time  the  audience  was  about  to  break  up.  But 
he  finished  on  E  for  Energy  with  a  rousing  peroration  of  three 
minutes  and  10  seconds.  When  he  finished,  the  choir  filed  down 
the  center  aisle.  The  visiting  bishop  followed,  and  in  a  rearmost 
pew  he  found  a  student  still  on  bended  knee.  And  when  the  student 
rose,  the  visiting  bishop  said,  “  Young  man,  perhaps  you  would  be 
good  enough  to  tell  me  what  it  was  I  said  that  moved  you  so  deep¬ 
ly,  ”  and  the  young  man  said,  “Yes,  of  course.  I  was  just  offering  a 
small  thanks  that  I  go  to  Yale  rather  than  to  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology.  ” 

Congratulations  to  our  graduating  seniors  —  high  school  and  col¬ 
lege.  If  you  do  not  hear  a  memorable  graduating  speech,  let  me  know 
and  I  will  share  my  Saturday  Review. 
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Conference  Sponsored 


The  itinerary  will  be  as  follows: 
November  1 7 
November  18 
November  20 
November  2 1  &  22 
November  23 

November  24 
November  25 


Leave  Shreveport  at  5  p.m. 
Arrive,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Arrive,  New  York  City 
Seminar,  United  Nations 
Thanksgiving  lunch  with 
Coast  Guard 
Leave  New  York  City 
Arrive,  Shreveport  12  noon 


To  obtain  a  registration  form  or  for  further  information  contact  Carolyn 
Dove,  Conference  Youth  Coordinator,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802,  (504)  346-1646. 


-Around  the  Conference- 


LSU  Students  Spend  Spring  Break  in  Mexico 


It  was  truly  an  international  expe¬ 
rience  when  twenty-two  people 
from  the  Uniting  Campus  Ministry 
at  LSU  (TUCM)  went  to  Panotla, 
Mexico  for  a  Spring  Break  work 
project/cultural  experience  March 
17-26.  Included  in  the  LSU  group 
were  students  from  West  Germany 
(3),  France  (1),  and  Costa  Rica  (1). 
The  project,  under  the  auspices  of 
The  United  Methodist  Volunteers 
in  Mission  (UMVIM),  consisted  of 
helping  the  Church  in  Panotla  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  completion  of  a  fellow¬ 
ship  hall. 

A  long,  hard  drive  from  Baton 
Rouge  to  Panotla  (just  east  of  Mexico 
City  —  approximately  1400  miles) 
did  not  conclude  until  almost  mid¬ 
night  Palm  Sunday.  After  a  warm,  if 
somewhat  sleepy,  welcome,  students 


were  sent  in  pairs  to  the  homes  of 
church  members.  The  work  began 
Monday  morning  after  a  devotional 
and  included  knocking  down  a  wall, 
salvaging  and  cleaning  bricks  from 
the  wall  for  future  use,  and  leveling 
the  ground  for  a  slab  to  be  poured. 

Many  images  remain  for  the  group 
from  this  three  day  encounter,  but  a 
couple  dominate.  First,  the  hospi¬ 
tality  and  cultural  pride  there  was 
overwhelming.  The  people  of  Pan¬ 
otla  made  certain  (with  no  com¬ 
plaints  from  the  workers)  that 
everyone  take  time  to  see  important 
cultural  sites  (such  as  the  archaeo¬ 
logical  ruins  at  Cholula  and  several 
of  the  nearby  16th  century 
churches).  Secondly,  the  people 
were  eager  for  everyone  to  share  in 
worship.  Tuesday  morning  Pastor 


Jose  Manuel  Rosales  asked  the 
group  to  sing  two  songs  in  worship 
that  evening  —  one  in  English  and 
one  in  Spanish.  In  addition  to  the 
English  selection  of  Swing  Low,  Sweet 
Chariot,  the  group  found  “Sublime 
Gracia"  (Amazing  Grace)  in  the 
church  hymnal  for  its  Spanish  choice. 

One  of  the  students,  Terry  Grier, 
had  brought  his  guitar  and  provided 
accompaniment.  That  night  in  the 
service  the  Scripture  lesson  was 
read  in  Spanish,  English,  and  Ger¬ 
man;  and  prior  to  Swing  Low,  Sweet 
Chariot,  Sabina  Seitz  (one  of  the 
West  Germans  whose  Spanish  is 
excellent)  gave  a  brief  explanation 
of  spirituals  and  their  place  in 
American  history.  It  was  more 
meaningful  than  one  might  think  to 
share  in  worship  when  over  half 


could  not  be  understood! 

This  is  the  fifth  consecutive 
spring  break  that  a  TUCM  group 
has  travelled  to  Mexico.  Two  proj¬ 
ects  have  been  done  with  "Puentes 
de  Cristo,”  a  Presbyterian  border 
ministry  and  this  year’s  project  was 
the  second  with  UMVIM.  The  in¬ 
ternational  exposure  never  fails  to 
open  the  eyes  and  raise  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  the  students  —  and 
they  always  seem  to  have  a  good 
time.  The  Uniting  Campus  Minis¬ 
try  is  the  Methodist  and  Presbyteri¬ 
an  ministry  at  LSU.  In  a  further 
ecumenical  effort  the  ministry  is 
currently  sharing  programming 
with  the  Christian  Church  (Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ),  The  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  in  America,  and  The 
United  Church  of  Christ. 


Students  clean  bricks. 


Students  and  other  participants  gather  for  group  photo. 


Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday  May  28 


UN-  Washington  D.C.  Seminar  Set 

The  Louisiana  CCYM  (Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries)  is 
sponsoring  a  United  Nations  —  Washington,  D.C.  seminar  trip  Novem¬ 
ber  17-25,  1989. 

The  topic  for  the  seminar  will  be  Nuclear  Arms.  A  cost  of  $375  per  per¬ 
son  includes  housing  (no  sleeping  bags  needed),  transportation  (bus),  and 
admission  tickets  (play,  sightseeing).  Each  participant  will  need  to  provide 
his/her  own  spending  money  for  meals  and  personal  items.  The  registra¬ 
tion  form  and  $  1 50  deposit  is  needed  by  September  1 .  1989.  Space  is  limit¬ 
ed  to  79  youth.  The  trip  is  open  to  youth  who  will  be  in  high  school  during 
the  1989-1990  school  year. 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Confer-  could 
ence  has  designated  May  28  as  II) 

Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday.  On 
this  day,  youth  groups  throughout 
the  Conference  will  participate  in 
the  morning  worship  by  planning 
the  entire  service,  ushering,  and  being 
a  lay  leader,  etc. 

Through  this  experience,  youth 
can  share  what  YSF  means  to  them. 

With  the  help  of  the  pastor,  they 
will  be  able  to  share  their  mission 
and  work  with  the  congregation. 

The  history/philosophy,  process, 
and  resources  are  as  follows: 

I)  History/Philosophy 

Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF) 
is  money  “raised  by  youth, 
distributed  by  youth,  to 
projects  which  benefit 
youth.” 

It  is  an  attempt  to  help  youth 
“reach  out  to  service  beyond  the 
local  church”  and  to  make  an  im¬ 
pact  upon  projects.  Together  the 
group  can  accomplish  things  which 

DCYM  Slated  June  8-10 


l  not  be  done  individually. 

3)  at  least  30%  of 

Process 

money  is  distrib¬ 

A) 
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The  annual  training  event  for 
District  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 
(DCYM)  members  will  be  held  at 
Centenary  College  June  8-10,  1989. 
All  youth  and  adult  members  of  the 
DCYM  are  urged  to  attend  this  im¬ 
portant  event. 

The  District  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  is  the  body  which  plans 
district  youth  events  in  the  confer¬ 
ence.  The  structure  may  vary,  but  in 
most  districts  the  DCYM  is  com¬ 
posed  of  two  youth,  one  alternate 
youth  and  one  adult  from  each 
church.  The  training  in  Shreveport 
is  designed  to  help  members  under¬ 
stand  their  responsibilities  and  to 
share  with  other  districts  about  suc¬ 
cessful  programs. 

The  training  will  begin  with  regis¬ 


tration  on  Thursday  at  4  p.m.  and 
conclude  following  worship  on  Sat¬ 
urday  morning  about  10:30.  The 
cost  is  $40  per  person  which  in¬ 
cludes  materials,  housing  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College  and  all  meals  except 
the  Friday  supper.  On  Friday,  dis¬ 
trict  members  will  eat  supper  to¬ 
gether  at  a  location  of  their  choice. 
Local  churches  and  districts  are  to 
help  cover  the  cost  of  their  partici¬ 
pants. 

Registration  for  this  event  should 
be  made  through  the  district  youth 
coordinator  or  the  conference  youth 
coordinator.  For  additional  infor¬ 
mation  contact  Carolyn  Dove,  Con¬ 
ference  Youth  Coordinator,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802,(504) 346-1646. 


ence  office 

G)  "The  Life  and  Loves 
of  a  Coke  Machine" 
—  request  from  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  office 

H)  "Parable  for  YSF'  — 
request  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  office 

I)  Fund-raising  Ideas  — 
request  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  office. 

During  1  988  a  total  of  90 
churches  contributed  $5,796.67  to 
YSF.  This  enabled  the  CCYM 
(Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry)  to  distribute  money  to 
eight  projects. 

When  planning  your  special  ser¬ 
vice  keep  this  scripture  in  mind: 

“Let  your  light  shine  before 
men,  that  they  may  see  your 
good  deeds  and  praise  your 
father  in  heaven.  ” 

Matthew  5:16 

Summer  Offers  Nine 
'Disciple'  Training  Events 

Nine  seminars  are  scheduled  this  summer  to  train  pastors  and  others  to 
teach  "Disciple:  Becoming  Disciples  Through  Bible  Study,”  thereby  devel¬ 
oping  strong  Christian  leaders  among  their  laity. 

Seminars  will  be  June  20-22  in  Charlotte,  N.C.;  June  27-29  in  Atlanta; 
July  6-8  in  Dallas;  July  11-13  in  Cincinnati;  July  18-20  in  Cherry  Hill,  N.J.; 
July  25-27  in  Kansas  City,  Kan.;  Aug.  1-3  in  Seattle,  and  Sept.  5-7  in  Denver. 
In  addition,  a  seminar  is  scheduled  Sept.  19-21  in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

1 9-2 1  in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

Training  instructor  for  the  July  6-8  seminar  in  Dallas  will  be  Dick  Mur¬ 
ray,  professor  of  Christian  education.  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  The 
worship  leader  will  be  J.  Ellsworth  Kalas  of  Shaker  Heights,  Ohio,  asso¬ 
ciate  director  of  evangelism.  World  Methodist  Council.  Other  seminars 
may  have  different  leaders.  Information  is  available  from  Cokesbury  Semi¬ 
nars. 

To  register,  call  Cokesbury  Seminars  at  1-800-672-1789  (toll-free). 


THEME  PRESENTED  —  General  Council  on  Ministries  members  from  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  receive  a  copy  of  the  “Celebrate  and  Wit¬ 
ness"  theme  manual  from  Rev.  Sharon  Zimmerman  Rader,  chair  of 
GCOM's  Division  on  Research,  Planning  and  Futuring.  Shown  with  her  are 
Welton  H.  Brumfield  Jr.  of  Amite  and  Mat  Kawasaki  of  Slidell.  The  manual 
is  a  resource  to  assist  local  congregations  implementing  “Celebrate  and 
Witness:  Celebrate  God's  Grace- Witness  for  Jesus  Christ,"  the  quadrenni¬ 
al  theme  approved  by  the  1988  General  Conference. 


Seminar  Scheduled 


Authors  Don  and  Katie  Fortune  will  be  teaching  a  seminar  on  the 
subject  of  their  new  book.  Discover  Your  God-Given  Gifts,  at  Trinity 
UMC  in  Ruston,  May  21-23.  The  authors  have  taught  this  seminar  in 
conferences,  retreats,  churches,  and  Christian  organizations  in  18  na¬ 
tions  as  well  as  across  the  United  States  during  the  past  1 3  years. 

The  seminar  will  begin  at  7  p.m.  on  Sunday,  May  21  and  continue 
with  seminars  held  Monday  morning  from  9  to  noon;  Monday  eve¬ 
ning  7:00.  and  ending  with  a  special  session  Tuesday  morning  at  9:00, 
which  will  help  parents  learn  to  recognize  their  children’s  special 
gifts.  For  further  information  call  Trinity  UMC  at  (318)  251-0750. 


Annual  Clergy  Spouses  Luncheon 

Noel  United  Methodist  Church 
Wednesday,  June  7,  1989 
12:30  p.m. 

Alexandria  District  Plans  With  E.A.S.E. 

(Elegant  And  Simple  Entertainment) 

Piano  Ensemble  Music 

Price:  $7.00  per  person  ($6.00  for  retirees  and  students) 
(Please  make  check  payable  to:  Alexandria  District  Parsonettes) 
All  tickets  must  be  purchased  in  advance 
(no  later  than  the  first  day  of  Conference) 

Tickets  will  be  available  near  the  Registration  Desks 
Fee  for  babysitter  will  be  on  a  half-day  basis  at  Noel 


Clergy  Spouses  Luncheon  Registration  Form 
(Please  print  the  names  of  individuals  for  name  tags) 
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Editorial  ..  = 

Sin,  lists  and  Pentecost 


Add  one  more  item  to  the  “signs 
of  moral  decay"  list  for  our  society. 

According  to  a  recent  “Wall  Street 
Journal"  article,  it’s  possible  now  in  at 
least  10  states  to  buy  stock  in  a  Neva¬ 
da  house  of  prostitution — the  first 
business  to  offer  stock  for  public  sale. 

"We  have  tremendous  investor 
interest,"  said  the  president  of  the 
largest  of  40  brokerage  firms  offer¬ 
ing  the  stock. 

He  acknowledged,  however,  that 
“some  people"  have  warned  him, 
“God  will  condemn  me  for  this." 

We  think  they’re  right.  Scripture 
teaches  that  God  is  displeased  by 
those  who  cause  others  to  sin. 

Helping  a  brothel,  legal  or  other¬ 
wise,  obtain  capital  to  expand  its 
“business”  falls  into  that  category. 

In  the  prevailing  state  of  affairs, 
however,  it’s  depressing  to  contem¬ 
plate  the  likely  short-term  success 
of  the  brothel  stock  offering. 

Sin  sells.  Big  time. 

Witness  the  massive  market  for 
illegal,  brain-frying  drugs. 

Or  the  growing  dominance  of 
commercial  television  by  sex-satu¬ 
rated  programming. 

Or  the  mass  lure  of  state-run  lot¬ 


teries  that  promote  gambling  losses 
by  most  so  a  few  can  receive  mil- 
lion-dollar-plus  payoffs. 

The  list  could  go  on. 

We  who  claim  an  identity  as 
Christians  could  easily  lose  our  per¬ 
spective  about  that  list.  At  times, 
worship  of  the  “almighty  dollar” 
appears  to  be  the  primary  driving 
force  in  people’s  lives. 

During  such  times,  when  countless 
people  of  little  or  no  faith  are  tempted 
by  such  idol-worship,  we  who  follow 
Jesus  have  a  vital  mandate: 

To  live,  and  invite  others  to  live,  in 
ways  that  reflect  another  Force. 

That’s  the  Spirit  of  God,  best  ex¬ 
emplified  by  Jesus,  that  both  drives 
life  and  gives  life  ultimate  meaning. 

The  life-changing  experience  of  that 
Spirit  2,000  years  ago  at  Pentecost 
started  a  different  kind  of  list:  “Those 
who  are  being  saved”  (Acts  2:47). 

Neither  U.S.  law  nor  ethical  stand¬ 
ards  based  on  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  permit  us  to  obliterate  evil.  But 
neither  should  we  passively  accept  it. 

The  best  way  for  20th  century 
Christians  to  combat  the  list  of 
“evils  we  deplore”  is  by  adding  to 
the  Pentecost  list. 


What  do  you  think? 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  |r.  (right)  meets  at  the  White  House  with  ers  and  high  level  government  officials?  What  purpose,  if  any,  is 
President  Bush.  The  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Area  bishop  was  one  of  served  by  such  meetings?  Send  responses  to  Think,  United  Meth- 
20  religious  leaders  who  met  recently  with  the  president.  Would  odist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
you  like  to  see  more  such  meetings  between  our  top  church  lead- 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


What  others  are  saying 


UMs  at  abortion  rally  spark  response 


We  were  outraged  to  see  the  banner 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  be¬ 
ing  paraded  by  advocates  of  abortion 
on  demand  (see  UMR,  April  2 1 ). 

These  people  don’t  represent  us, 
nor  do  they  represent  most  of  the 
United  Methodists  we  know. 

We  don’t  object  to  your  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  picture  and  the  related 
story.  Indeed,  we  hope  that  all  the 
delegates  to  the  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  have  seen  them  in  your 
publication  and  will  have  reacted  as 
unfavorably  as  we  have. 

Then,  perhaps,  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  remove  the  ambiguities 
from  the  United  Methodist  Disci¬ 
pline  that  make  it  possible  for  the 
abortion-on-demand  zealots  among 
us  to  pretend  that  they  represent 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Moreover,  we  hope  that  those 
same  delegates  will  act  to  control 
the  use  of  the  name  and  symbols 
(including  banners)  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  B.  Cundiff 
Landenberg,  Pennsylvania 


Are  staffs  free  as  birds? 

How  “official”  are  pronounce¬ 
ments  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Book  of  Discipline? 

The  abortion  statement  is  in  the 
1988  Book  of  Discipline,  Paragraph 
71(G):  “We  cannot  affirm  abortion 


United  Methodist  banner  at  pro- 
choice  rally  in  Washington. 


as  an  acceptable  means  of  birth  con¬ 
trol.  ...” 

Stephen  Swecker’s  April  21  arti¬ 
cle  indicates  that  Chiquita  Smith,  a 
Women's  Division  staff  member, 
said  the  rally  was  "endorsed"  by  the 


Women’s  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  by 
directors  of  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  of  Women  (ac¬ 
cording  to  Nan  Self  of  that  agency). 

Are  we  to  the  place  that  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  really  has  no  pow¬ 
er?  Individual  United  Methodists 
certainly  don’t  have  to  conform  to  a 
denominationwide  policy,  but  are 
people  on  official  staffs  as  free  as 
the  birds? 

Apparently  the  assumption  is  that 
they  are.  In  our  setup,  who’s  to  say? 
Actually  most  of  those  for  abortion 
"have  already  been  bom,”  as  a 
bumper  sticker  says. 

Larry  Eisenberg 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

We  shouldn't  judge  others 

Is  it  Christian  for  strangers  to 
stand  on  street  corners  in  front  of 
private  doctor’s  offices  and  homes, 
hospitals,  and  abortion  clinics  and 
shout  judgmental  obscenities  at 
people  they  don’t  know? 

These  Christians  have  no  idea  of 
the  health,  economic,  personal, 
medical  reasons  people  are  seeking 
abortions. 

Isn’t  there  something  in  the  Bible 
about  “throwing  the  first  stone”  or 
“judging”  others? 

Paul  Duling 
Fairfield,  Connecticut 


Abortion  debate  analyzed 

It’s  no  wonder  that  the  abortion 
issue  should  be  debated  so  hotly 
among  advocates  so  evenly  divided. 
Since  the  days  when  Patrick  Henry 
declared,  “Give  me  liberty  or  give 
me  death,”  we  have  equated  free¬ 
dom  with  life  itself. 

Each  Memorial  Day  the  message  is 
repeated  that  our  American  freedoms 
were  bought  by  the  sacrifices  of  lives 
of  so  many  of  our  young  men.  Indeed, 
the  underpinnings  of  Christianity  re¬ 
flect  this  same  theme.  Freedom  for 
some  requires  the  lives  of  others,  and 
purchase  of  freedom  is  an  acceptably" 
high  price  for  a  human  life.  Freedom 
and  life  are  thus  equated. 

Choosing  between  equals  isn’t 
easy.  When  forced  to  choose  between 
freedom  and  life,  we  must  consider 
secondary  and  tertiary  factors  as  if 
they  were  primary  because  of  the  ba¬ 
sic  equality  we  must  deal  with. 

So,  some  choose  freedom;  others 
choose  life.  Neither  group  can  be  sat¬ 
isfied  with  its  choice.  The  debate  be¬ 
comes  strident  because  of  the  basic 
illogicality  of  a  choice  between  things 
that  have  been  .taught  to  us  since 
childhood  as  basically  equal. 

Such  is  the  substance  of  moral  de¬ 
bate.  It’s  no  wonder  that  it  continues. 

Arthur  T.  Johnson 
Darlington,  Maryland 


Here  I  Stand 


We  need  'people  power '  to  make  church  go 


By  SHERRY  A.  DEIBEL 

As  a  Sunday  school  coordinator,  I 
have  been  amazed  at  how  many  ac¬ 
tivities  members  would  like  the 
church  to  sponsor. 

To  plan  these  activities  takes  a  lot 
of  time.  “People  power"  is  essential 
in  volunteering  time  to  put  ideas 
into  action.  That  includes  the  atten¬ 
dance  of  the  people — kindergarten 
age  through  adult — for  whom  the 
programs  are  planned. 

Unfortunately,  volunteering  and 
attendance  are  not  occurring  in  many 
of  our  churches.  Among  other  things, 
few  parents  seem  willing  to  put  their 
children's  spiritual  needs  first. 

Music  and  education  directors 
plan  Christian  studies  and  holiday 
parties.  Ministers  prepare  sermons 
and  special  services  for  our  young 


i 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may 
express  opinions  and 
concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

Sherry  A.  Deibel  is  a 
member  of  Wadsworth 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Wadsworth , 

Ohio  (East  Ohio  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  sub¬ 
mit  an  article  for  consideration  (two  typed, 
double-spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  /  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


people.  Very  often,  however,  too 
few  people  volunteer  to  help.  Then, 
to  make  matters  worse,  very  few 
people  attend.  The  activity  is 
doomed  before  it  begins. 


Church  is  not  an  open  window 
handing  us  neatly  wrapped  sacks  of 
morals,  Christian  knowledge  and 
other  vitally  important  items. 

Church  is  more  than  paying  our 
weekly  tithe  at  the  altar  so  we  can 
receive  a  quick  pick-me-up  feeling. 

Former  President  John  F.  Kenne¬ 
dy's  philosophy  should  also  apply  to 
the  church:  “Ask  not  what  your 
country  [church)  can  do  for  you;  ask 
what  you  can  do  for  your  country 
[church].” 

Unconstructive  criticism  and 
lack  of  participation  in  God’s  home 
is  a  sign  of  spiritual  decline. 

But  the  church,  unlike  mere  “busi¬ 
nesses,"  is.  in  fact,  a  home,  our  spiri¬ 
tual  home.  The  congregation  is  a 
family. 
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As  parents,  we  ask  all  family 
members  to  aid  in  operating  our 
homes.  Why  then  should  God  ex¬ 
pect  or  accept  anything  less  from 
us,  God’s  children? 

Why  not  offer  your  talents  and 
"home  cooking” — and  especially 
your  time— to  help  your  church  be 
a  more  effective  witness  to  the  love 
of  God? 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  Lord  is  not  slow  about  his 
promise  as  some  count  slowness  but 
is  forbearing  toward  you,  not  wish¬ 
ing  that  any  should  perish  but  that 
all  should  reach  repentance.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Romans  12:9) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  21 

Monday:  Psalms  8 
Tuesday:  Proverbs  8:22-3 1 
Wednesday:  Proverbs  8:32-36 
Thursday:  John  16:1-11 
Friday:  John  16:12-15 
Saturday:  Romans  5:1-5 
Sunday:  Romans  5:6-1 1 


Your  statutes  have  become  my 
songs.  (Psalms  1 19:54) 

“In  this  sense,  religion  is  about 
‘putting  the  rules  to  music.’  There 
are  many  of  us  who  have  a  respect 
for  law  but  haven’t  learned  to  sing 
it!  We  only  become  real  persons 
when  morality  becomes  not  a  re¬ 
striction  but  a  passion  of  praise.” 

— Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  Houston 
Area 

*  *  * 

“Are  we  eating  more  and  more  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  fail¬ 
ing  to  burn  off  that  abundant  ener¬ 
gy  in  service  to  others,  thus  becom¬ 
ing  overweight?  Are  we  consuming 
from  the  Gospel  only  that  which  we 
enjoy — the  joy,  peace,  love  of 
Christ — and  failing  to  share  the 
Gospel1  Food  of  servite,  suffering 


and  love  for  others,  thus  developing 
cholesterol  problems  of  the  spirit?” 

— The  Rev.  A.  Julian  Wigen,  South 
Dakota  Conference 


"The  longer  I  struggle  with  the 
nature  of  ministry,  the  more  I  real¬ 
ize  that  if  God  calls  women  into 
ministry,  if  women  have  the  gifts 
and  grace  for  ordained  ministry, 
[and]  if  The  United  Methodist 
Church  ordains  women  into  minis¬ 
try,  then  there  is  no  place  in  our  de¬ 
nomination  for  unjust  barriers  and 
discriminatory  walls.  Our  Disci¬ 
pline  reads  that  [pastoral]  appoint¬ 
ments  shall  be  made  with  regard  to 
race,  sex,  and  age." 

— Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  Loui¬ 
siana  Area 


New 

Resources 
For  Caregivers 


with  Alcohol 
andDntqt 


JocVfeuqhn 


STRONG 
AT  THE 
BROKEN 
PLACES 


Persons  with 
Disabilities  and 
the  Church 


STCWART  D.  GOVIG 


Family  Intervention 

Hope  for  Families  Struggling  with  Alcohol  and  Drugs 
Joe  Vaughn 

Instructive  as  well  as  inspirational,  this  self-help 
book  shows  families  how  they  can  use  their  powers 
to  break  down  the  barriers  of  denial  that  charac¬ 
terize  destructive  behavior,  and  how  they  become 
involved  in  practicing  intervention,  a  method  of  helping 
loved  ones  realize  their  chemical  dependency,  break  it, 
and  seek  professional  help.  “A  joy  to  read.  Joe  Vaughn 
uses  clear,  powerful  language  and  explains  a  complex 
subject  in  an  easily  understandable  fashion."  — David  L 
Zuverink,  Associate  for  Human  Services,  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A)  Paper  $7.95 


Breaking  The  Silence 

Spiritual  Help  When  Someone  You  Love  Is  Mentally  Ill 
Cecil  Murpbey 

These  compassionate  devotional  resources  are 
“Gospel-oriented  throughout.  I  would  give  this 
book  to  anyone  who  is  living  with  the  hidden 
pain  of  caring  for  the  mentally  ill.  Treatment  centers  for 
the  mentally  ill  and  churches  and  social  agencies  should 
keep  copies  on  hand  just  for  this  purpose." — William  E. 
Hulme,  Amdahl  Professor,  Pastoral  Theology  and  Minis¬ 
try,  Luther  Northwestern  Seminary,  St.  Paul.  Hard  $8.95 


Strong  at  the  Broken  Places 

Persons  with  Disabilities  and  the  Church 
Stewart  D.  Govig  Foreivorcl  by  Rosalynn  Carter 

By  linking  the  understanding  of  human  disabilities 
to  the  Bible  and  its  teachings,  this  book  provides 
church  congregations  with  a  most  practical 
resource  for  responding  to  the  needs  of  all  its  members. 
"Well  written  and  interesting.  I  commend  Stewart 
Govig^  clear  references  to  the  challenge  of  breaking 
attitudinal  barriers  in  today's  society." — Rodger  W. 
Decker,  Director  of  Health  and  Rehabilitation  Services, 
St.  Andrews  Presbyterian  College.  Paper  $9.95 


Published  by  Westminster/John  Knox  Press 

IM  .  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBIJKY  STORE 

o  eokesbury  or  call  toll-free: 

/  1-800-672-1789 

7:30-5:00  Central  time  or 
8:30-4:30  Pacific  time. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 


watch 


NEVADANS  ADD  CHURCH:  Ne¬ 
vada  got  its  first  new  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation  since  the  1950s  last  month.  That’s  when  a 
92-member  fellowship  was  chartered  as  South 
Reno  United  Methodist  Church.  District  Super¬ 
intendent  Bill  Stegall  said  the  chartering  “brings 
a  sense  of  hope.”  Two  more  churches  may  be 
started  in  the  area,  he  added.  Less  than  1  percent 
of  Nevada’s  population  is  United  Methodist. 

BISHOP  WASHBURN  DIES:  Bi¬ 
shop  Paul  A.  Washburn,  78,  died  May  6  in 
Lombard,  Ill.,  of  congestive 
heart  failure.  He  was  one  of 
the  chief  architects  of  the 
1 968  union  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  United  Brethren  Church 
and  The  Methodist  Church 
and  was  the  first  bishop 
consecrated  in  the  new 
United  Methodist  Church.  Bishop  Washburn 


DOLLARS  AND  CENTS:  The  over¬ 
seas  mission  division  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  scaled 
back  its  1989  budget  by  $1.2  million — to  $23.9 
million.  The  division  hoped  to  raise  $1.2  mil¬ 
lion  from  individual  United  Methodists  to  sup¬ 
port  new  missionary  efforts,  but  in  1988  it  got 
just  $28,014.  The  shortage  forced  the  division 
to  dip  into  reserve  funds  earlier  than  planned, 
an  official  said.  Missionary  candidates  are  to 
visit  local  congregations  during  1989  to  high¬ 
light  growing  mission  work. 


NO  SMOKING  AT  THE  LAKE  if 

you’re  a  smoker  who  plans  to  visit  Lake  Juna- 
luska  (N.C.)  Assembly  this  summer,  you  won’t 
be  permitted  to  smoke  in  any  Lake  Junaluska- 
owned  building.  The  new  policy  reads,  “The 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Administrative 
Council  advocates  a  wellness  lifestyle.  Due  to 
conclusive  evidence  demonstrating  the  harmful 
effects  of  ‘passive’  smoking,  the  council  execu¬ 
tive  committee  has  adopted  a  policy  of  a  smoke- 
free  environment.” 


MOZAMBIQUE  AID:  A  churchwide 
offering  to  aid  United  Methodism  in  Mozam- 
bique  has  been  set  for  Sept. 

17.  The  collection  is  to  as¬ 
sist  in  providing  food  and 
clothing  for  homeless  peo¬ 
ple,  with  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  families  of  pastors 
who  need  food,  clothing 
and  shelter.  The  special  col¬ 
lection  has  been  approved 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
and  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration. 


SPIRITUAL  GROWTH  NO.  1:  Spir¬ 
itual  life  development  ranked  No.  1  among 
some  1,200  United  Methodists  asked  to  suggest 
possible  course  offerings  for  the  new  Scarritt- 
Bennett  lay  training  center  in  Nashville.  Other 
suggested  topics  in  the  top  10  were  personal 
wholeness,  world  hunger,  children’s  issues,  Bi¬ 
ble  study,  leadership  training,  family  issues, 
United  Methodist  Church  issues,  mission  edu¬ 
cation  and  global  justice.  The  survey  of  laity 
and  clergy  was  conducted  by  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Women’s  Division. 


Health  insurance  fever 

Rising  rates  stagger  annual  conferences 


Ouch! 


Some  examples  of  United 
Methodist  health  insurance 
rate  increases  for  1990: 

S  Northern  Illinois 
conference:  $870,000  to 
$1.12  million,  up  23  percent. 

/  California-Nevada 
conference:  $775,000  to  $1 
million,  up  29  percent. 

•/  Peninsula  conference 
(portions  of  Delaware, 
Maryland  and  Virginia): 
$523,000  to  $742,000,  up 
30  percent. 


Inflation,  big  claims, 
high-tech  raise  rates 


By  CYNTHIA  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

If  you  buy  health  insurance, 
you  know  it’s  costing  you  more 
than  it  did  a  few  years  ago. 

What  you  may  not  realize  is  that 
you’re  also  paying — in  more  ways 
than  one — for  increases  in  your 
pastor’s  health  insurance  rates. 

At  least  half  the  73  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  in 
the  United  States  have  health-in¬ 
surance  rate  hikes  in  their  pro¬ 
posed  1990  budgets.  Annual 
conference  sessions  that  will  con¬ 
sider  those  budgets  begin  this 
week  and  continue  through  June. 

Referring  to  what  had  been  a 
major  financial  problem  facing 
annual  conferences,  the  Rev.  Clif¬ 
ford  S.  Droke,  chief  executive  of 
the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  said  confer¬ 
ences  “feel  OK  now  about  allocat¬ 
ing  for  clergy  pensions.” 

"What's  not  OK — what’s  not 
under  control — is  what’s  happen¬ 
ing  with  health  insurance,”  he 
said. 

Robert  Stevens,  treasurer  of 
the  Pacific-Northwest  Annual 


Conference  and  vice  president  of 
the  General  Board  of  Pensions, 
acknowledged  earlier  this  year 
that  health  insurance  costs  are 
’’dramatically  increasing" 
throughout  the  church. 

Rate  hikes  from  a  year  ago 
range  from  as  little  as  14  to  as 
much  as  55  percent,  according  to 
figures  obtained  by  the  Reporter 
from  38  annual  conferences.  All 
38  reported  rate  increases. 

The  figures  confirm  how 
caught  up  the  church  is  in  the  na¬ 
tional  health-care  cost  crisis. 

Nationwide,  health  insurance 
rates  increased  between  1 8  and  24 
percent  in  1988,  said  the  Rev. 
Wayne  L.  Bondurant  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pensions.  His  agency 
administers  health  insurance  for 
30  of  the  73  annual  conferences. 

Mr.  Bondurant  said  his  own 
annual  conference,  Yellowstone, 
experienced  a  35  percent  rate  in¬ 
crease  for  1989.  Yellowstone  ex¬ 
pects  another  increase  for  1990, 
he  added. 

Annual  conferences  are  pro¬ 
posing  various  ways  to  absorb 
this  year’s  increased  health-care 
costs: 


✓  Some  conferences  will  raise 
policy  deductibles  and  decrease 
benefits,  said  Mr.  Bondurant. 

y  Local  churches  in  some  an¬ 
nual  conferences  will  be  asked  to 
asssume  a  greater  share  of  cover¬ 
age  costs  for  pastors’  families. 

/  At  least  one  self-insured 
conference,  Texas,  will  ask  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  clergy  to  remit  2  to  3 
percent  of  their  salaries  to  cover 
increases  caused  by  large  claims. 

✓  Many  conferences  expect  to 
level  or  reduce  services,  such  as 
assistance  to  local  churches,  so 
that  money  previously  spent  for 
program  can  help  pay  the  insur¬ 
ance  bill. 

The  Wisconsin  conference,  at  a 
special  session  earlier  this  year, 
slashed  program  and  staff  to 
meet  a  $175,000  increase  in 
health  insurance  rates  on  top  of  a 
$400,000  deficit  caused  by  local 
economic  downturns. 

The  Northwest  Texas  confer¬ 
ence,  faced  with  a  31  percent  in¬ 
crease  under  the  General  Board 
of  Pensions  plan,  opted  this 
spring  to  enroll  in  a  self-insurance 
program.  That  would  keep  rates 
at  1988  levels  for  another  six 
months.  But  the  conference  will 
face  a  rate  increase  in  January. 

The  Florida  conference’s  rate 
went  up  47  percent  between  Oc¬ 
tober  1988  and  April  1989.  said 
the  Rev.  J.  Thomas  Sofge  Jr„ 
conference  insurance  executive. 

To  try  to  stabilize  its  rate,  the 
Florida  conference  switched 
from  its  commercial  health-in¬ 
surance  carrier  to  the  General 
Board  o'f  Pensions  plan.  Even 
with  the  switch,  its  rate  will  rise 
for  1990.  Mr.  Sofge  said,  but  he 
didn't  know  the  amount. 


What's  causing  the  fever  in  the 
church's  health  insurance  costs? 

The  Rev.  Wayne  L.  Bondurant, 
insurance  executive  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Pensions,  quoted  a  recent  study  by 
Hewitt  Associates  of  Chicago: 

•f  Inflation.  The  cost  of  health 
care  is  rising  faster  than  any  oth¬ 
er  consumer  commodity. 

✓  “Cost  shifting.”  The  govern¬ 
ment  is  paying  less  for  Medicare 
and  Medicaid.  More  people  have 
no  health  insurance  or  inade¬ 
quate  health  insurance.  Costs  of 
treating  these  people  are  being 
passed  along  to  those  who  have 
sufficient  health  insurance. 

✓  Catastrophic  claims.  Pro¬ 
longed  treatment  for  catastrophic 
illness  such  as  cancer  runs  into 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

✓  Use.  People  are  being  en¬ 
couraged  to  be  treated  as  outpa¬ 


tients.  Consequently,  only  the  very 
ill  are  treated  as  in-patients.  Hos¬ 
pitals,  alerted  to  this  trend,  are 
raising  outpatient  costs  as  well. 

✓  Medical  technology.  Glam¬ 
orous,  costly  “high  tech"  equip¬ 
ment  is  installed  even  by  the 
smallest  hospitals. 

The  experience  of  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference  is  a  dramatic 
example  of  the  rate  at  which 
costs  are  rising. 

In  1  987,  medical  claims 
against  the  conference’s  self-in¬ 
surance  pool  were  $1.7  million. 
These  rose  to  $2.25  million  in 
1988  and  to  date  for  1989  are 
running  at  a  rate  of  more  than  $3 
million,  according  to  the  confer¬ 
ence's  May  12  Reporter  issue. 

"The  situation  with  health-care 
costs  is  out  of  the  control  of  annu¬ 
al  conferences  until  we  as  a  nation 
decide  what  we  do  about  our 
health  care,”  Mr.  Bondurant  said. 


Churchwide  plan  studied 

A  churchwide  health  insurance  program  for  all  United  Methodist 
clergy  and  lay  employees  is  being  eyed  as  a  possible  solution  to  the 
health-care  cost  crisis. 

But  it  won’t  be  a  reality  until  at  least  1992. 

Responding  to  a  1988  General  Conference  request,  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions  authorized  creation  of  a  22-member  study  panel 
March  30. 

The  committee  is  to  be  named  at  the  board’s  July  1 8-20  meeting  in 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  The  panel  is  to  include  Board  of  Pensions 
staff  members  and  directors,  annual  conference  officials,  and  people 
knowledgeable  about  health  insurance. 

Its  report  goes  to  the  1992  General  Conference  in  Louisville,  Ky. 


'Mainline'  leaders  assert  Protestant  church  vitality 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

As  critics  toll  the  bell  for  “main¬ 
line"  Protestantism  in  the  United 
States,  leaders  of  those  churches 
are  not  prepared  to  abandon  the 
ideals  that  have  sustained  their  de¬ 
nominations  for  decades  and,  in 
some  cases,  centuries. 

Rather  than  rejecting  the  main¬ 
line  heritage  as  tired  and  worn, 
leaders  of  the  largest  mainline 
Protestant  churches  are  looking 
for  signs  of  vitality — amid  declin¬ 
ing  membership  rates  and  denom¬ 
inational  squabbling — in  areas 
considered  traditional  strengths. 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  An¬ 
geles  Area),  president  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  predicted  that 


Jack  Tuell 


the  qhurch’s  historic  openness  to  a 
“variety  of  religious  views  ’  and 
opinions”  will  help  ease  it  through 
a  time  of  transition  marked  by 


what  he  called  “some  resurgence 
of  the  more  conservative  brand  of 
Christianity.” 

For  decades  mainline  denomi¬ 
nations  like  United  Methodists 
and  Presbyterians  enjoyed  posi¬ 
tions  of  power  and  prestige  at  the 
center  of  American  culture.  But 
now  much  of  that  influence  has 
shifted,  primarily  in  the  direction 
of  more  conservative  evangelical 
forms  of  Christianity — leaving 
the  mainline  churches  with  fewer 
members  and  less  money,  search¬ 
ing  for  direction. 

During  a  series  of  recent  inter¬ 
views,  leaders  of  five  major 
mainline  denominations — Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  Presbyterian, 
United  Church  of  Christ,  Episco¬ 
pal  and  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America — declared 


their  commitment  to  the  heritage 
of  their  churches,  pointing  to  a 
variety  of  “signposts"  they  be¬ 
lieve  are  important  to  follow, 
among  them: 

✓  A  "prophetic"  voice  marked 
by  self-criticism  and  a  critique  of 
society  generally. 

y  A  firmly  established,  intel¬ 
lectually  sound  theology;  support 
for  church  unity. 

y  Programs  of  social  outreach 
to  the  needy. 

y  Christian  education  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  young  people. 

y  A  willingness  to  listen  to  op¬ 
posing  points  of  view. 

/  Sacraments  and  liturgies  se¬ 
curely  grounded  in  tradition. 

There  are  many  signs  of  vitali¬ 
ty  in  those  areas,  the  church  lead- 
ers  insist.  But  even  in  cases 


where  traditional  strengths  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  fallen  short,  they  say 
their  churches  are  girding  to  reas¬ 
sert  and  reclaim  their  heritage. 

Bishop  Edmond  Browning  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  noted  that 
the  much  heralded  and  debated 
consecration  ceremony  in  Boston 
of  the  first-ever  female  Episcopal 
bishop  has  effectively  become  “a 
tool  of  evangelism.” 

The  Sunday  following  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  consecration  of  the  Rev. 
Barbara  Harris,  a  black  priest 
from  Philadelphia,  churches  in  the 
Diocese  of  Massachusetts  "were 
filled  with  new  faces,"  he  said. 

Bishop  Tuell  said:  "Spiritual 
renewal  through  evangelism  is  an 
area  where  the  church  has  not  al¬ 
ways  been  as  active  and  involved 
in  as  it  really  ought  to  be.  ” 


j  CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

YOUTH  MINISTER  NEEDED.  FULL-TIME 

position  open  at  1500-membership  church.  Abili¬ 
ty  to  direct  youth  choir  would  be  helpful,  but  not 
mandatory.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  or 
contact:  Rev.  Dick  Atkinson,  Casa  Linda  United 
Methodist  Church,  1800  Barnes  Bridge  Road, 
Dallas.  TX  75228. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION,  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries,  Visitor  Orientation:  Dynamic  suburban 

Send  resume,  salary  needs:  Good  Shepherd  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  9701  New  Hampshire  Av¬ 
enue,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20903. 

NEW  YORK  THANKSGIVING  THEATER 
tour.  Hong  Kong  and  Seoul  Christmas  shopping 
spree  and  sightseeing.  Brochures  available.  Es- 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

needed  for  growing  congregation  of  over  2000 
members.  Degree  in  Christian  Education  and  ex¬ 
perience  desired.  Salary  dependent  upon  training 
and  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Senior  Pastor, 
Coker  United  Methodist  Church,  231  E.  North 
Loop  Rd.,  San  Antonio,  TX  78216. 

lis,  Dallas.  TX  75214.  Phone:  (214)  368-7026. 

NEW  YORK  BASED  PUBLISHING  company 
will  publish  your  book  free  if  you  can  sell  a 
minimum  of  1500  copies.  Welstar  Publications 
(212)  928-7528.  j 

FUND  RAISING  SALES  ITEM— professional 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  PROGRESSIVE,  evange¬ 

listic  church  of  650  members  needs  experienced 
person  with  excellent  references,  salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Ken  Miller,  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  2525  Center  Road,  Venice.  FL  34292. 
Phone:  (813)493-7504. 

state  of  the  art  technology — Radon  detector; 
raise  more  money  with  less  effort.  For  details 
(309)  828-7772.  B.C.A.  Laboratories.  Inc.,  Box 
3722,  Bloomington,  IL  61702. 

STAINED  GLASS  RESTORATION  AND  De¬ 
sign.  Serving  North  Dakota  to  Western  Pennsyl- 

EDUCATION  AND  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

needed.  Lakewood  United  Methodist  Church, 
North  Little  Rock.  Arkansas.  Send  resume  to: 
Reverend  Sam  Teague.  Lakewood  UMC,  1922 
Topf  Road,  North  Little  Rock,  AR  72116. 

vania.  For  more  information  send  inquiries  to: 
American  Stained  Glass,  261  West  Mark  Street, 
Winona,  MN  55987.  j 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
S450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067,627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRIES  for 

2650-member  church.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Dr.  Karl  K.  Stegall,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  2416  West  Cloverdale  Park,  Mont¬ 
gomery.  AL  36194. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Ca¬ 
nal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30 
a.m.  Worship:  1 1 :00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  1500-MEMBER 

church  for  youth  director  with  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  or  other  skills.  Salary  to  be  negotiated. 
Would  consider  full-time  or  part-time.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1981,  Pampa,  TX  79066- 
1981.(806)669-7411. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
or  more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging.  swimming.  $8  tickets.  New  grilled  burger 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  2200- 

member  church.  Music  program  currently  in¬ 
cludes  adult,  youth,  children’s  choirs,  handbells, 
orchestra,  brass  and  string  and  vocal  ensembles. 
Send  resume  which  includes  salary  needs  to:  Mu¬ 
sic  Search.  Westbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
5200  Willowbend,  Houston,  TX  77096. 

cooKOut,  and  breakfast.  All  for  $23  each!  Call 
(50 1)253-84 18  today!  1 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  posi¬ 
tion  open  for  growing  church  with  over  700 
members.  Chief  responsibilities  include:  adminis¬ 
tration,  accounting  skills,  management  of  build- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  &  CHILDREN'S  min¬ 

istries,  at  the  FUMC,  Campbellsville,  Kentucky. 
Seeking  individual  with  a  dedication  to  service 
and  church  growth  in  developing  and  implement¬ 
ing  Christian  education  in  an  800-member  con¬ 
gregation.  Starting  salary  range  from  Si 8,000;  re¬ 
location  allowances,  assistance  in  housing 
location.  Campbellsville  is  the  geographic  center 
of  Kentucky  located  near  Green  River  Lake. 
Send  resume  and  inquiries  to:  Mrs.  Terri  Bright. 
FUMC,  317  E.  Main.  Campbellsville,  KY  42718. 

resume  to:  Oakwood  United  Methodist  Church. 
2215  58th  Street.  Lubbock,  TX  79412,  Attention: 
B.J.  Gonzalez  or  call  (806)  792-3321.  Applicant 
deadline:  May  31. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Music 
for  a  620-mcmber  church.  Seven  choirs  and  en¬ 
sembles  already  in  place.  Salary  and  benefits 
$20,000.  Negotiable.  Baton  Rouge  metro  area. 
Send  resume  to:  Zachary  United  Methodist 
Church.  4205  Church,  Zachary,  LA  70791,  or  call 
church  at (504) 654-2389. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Imme¬ 
diate  opening  in  a  1500  and  growing  church  in 
central  Florida.  A  full-time  position  with  full 
graded  choirs  and  handbells.  Experience  pre¬ 
ferred,  references  required  and  salary/benefit 
package  negotiable.  Job  description  available. 
For  application  write:  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  669,  Kis¬ 
simmee,  FL  32742-0669. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY-  adult, 
youth,  children,  hand  bell  choirs.  Send  resume  and 
salary  requirements  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  208  Lauderdale,  Tullahoma,  TN  37388.  j 

ASSOCIATES  POSITION  WANTED  Dallas- 
Waco.  Experience:  evangelism,  pastoral  care, 
counseling.  Graduate  Perkins.  Clinical  training 
Claremont.  (713)  444-349 1 . 

Exactly  50  years  later, 
Methodists  mark  reunion 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo. — Reminiscing 
can  be  fun,  mused  Louise  Miller,  but  it 
is  more  important  to  look  to  the  future. 

Mrs.  Miller,  now  of  St.  Louis,  was  a 
lay  delegate  from  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  South  a  half  century  ago 
when  hers  and  two  other  Methodist 
bodies  joined  to  become  the  nation’s 
largest  religious  reunion. 

Last  week  she  was  the  only  delegate 
from  1939  present  at  the  anniversary 
celebration — exactly  50  years  to  the 
date,  day  of  the  week  and  hour — of 
that  Uniting  Conference  in  the  same 
city  where  the  original  took  place. 

Another  20  or  so  at  last  week's  com¬ 
memoration  had  attended  parts  of  the 
Uniting  Conference  in  Kansas  City’s 
Municipal  Auditorium.  Some  had 
come  as  visitors;  others  sang  in  the 
massed  choir  that  offered  Handel’s 
"Hallelujah  Chorus"  when  reunifica¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South,  and  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  was  completed. 

The  three  Wesleyan  bodies  had  been 
separated  since  the  Methodist  Protes¬ 
tant  Church  was  formed  in  1828  and 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South  in  1 844. 

Handel’s  triumphant  music  was 
sung  again  May  10  by  a  choir  of  100 
voices  from  a  dozen  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Kansas  City  region. 

The  liturgy  in  Grand  Avenue  Tem¬ 
ple  included  substantial  portions  of 
the  1939  reunification  service.  Grand 
Avenue  Temple  had  been  the  site  of  a 


number  of  preaching  services  and  oth¬ 
er  Uniting  Conference  events  in  1939. 

Along  with  honoring  history,  the  an¬ 
niversary  liturgy  called  on  today’s  9.7- 
million  United  Methodists  to  match 
the  reminiscences  and  reflections  with 
rededication. 

Preacher  for  last  week's  anniversary 
celebration  was  retired  Bishop  Eugene 
M.  Frank  of  Shawnee  Mission,  Kan. 
In  1939,  Bishop  Frank  was  a  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  pastor  in  Olathe,  Kan., 
and  he  and  Mrs.  Frank  attended  many 
of  the  Uniting  Conference  sessions 
and  sang  in  the  massed  choir. 

Bishop  Frank  told  the  300  persons 
in  Grand  Avenue  Temple  that  work 
leading  to  the  reunion  “was  often 
heart-breaking"  and  filled  with  “dis¬ 
appointment,  disillusionment  and  de¬ 
spair.  The  fact  that  it  could  be 
accomplished  as  early  as  1939  was  a 
miracle  of  God's  grace.” 

The  bishop  spoke  plainly  of  an  issue 
that  troubled  Methodists  in  1939  and 
continued  long  after  the  ceremonies 
had  ended — the  structure  for  the  unit¬ 
ed  church  that  provided  for  five  geo¬ 
graphical  jurisdictions  and  one  based 
on  race  that  included  most  of  the  black 
congregations  and  pastors. 

The  racially-constituted  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  was  eliminated  in  1968 
when  The  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church 
were  joined  in  today’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Greetings  sent  to  the  anniversary 
celebration  by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
also  took  note  of  the  long-running  de¬ 
bate  about  the  jurisdictional  structure. 


KANSAS  CITY — Artist's  concept  of  bishops  sealing  1939 
union.  From  left:  lames  H.  Straughn,  Methodist  Protestant 
Church;  Edwin  Holt  Hughes,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  John  M.  Moore,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
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— -  connections 

FIRST  WOMAN:  The  Rev.  Susan  T. 
Henry-Crowe  has  been  named  director  of  the 
South  Carolina  Annual  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries.  She  is  said  to  be  the  first  woman  to 
hold  such  a  post  in  United  Methodism’s  nine- 
state  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

MISSION  UPDATE:  Note  a  date 

change  for  the  United  Methodist  Mission  Con¬ 
vocation  for  1 993.  The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  moved  the  international  mission 
convocation  from  October  1993  to  March  25- 
28,  1993.  The  convocation — still  planned  for 
Indianapolis — is  to  be  done  in  connection  with 
the  Global  Ministries  spring  board  meeting  to 
save  travel  costs. 

EDUCATION  EXEC:  Dr.  Morris  G. 
Wray,  a  former  administrator  at  two  United 
Methodist-related  colleges, 
took  over  May  1 5  as  executive 
for  colleges  and  schools  at  the 
United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry.  Dr.  Wray  served 
as  president  of  UM-related 
Andrew  College  in  Cuthbert, 

Ga.,  and  as  dean  at  UM-relat¬ 
ed  Brevard  College,  Brevard, 

N.C.  He  is  a  member  of  Cuthbert  (Ga.)  United 
Methodist  Church. 

PAYING  OFF:  Monthly  payment  on 
church-backed  student  loans  can  now  be  credit¬ 
ed  within  48  hours,  thanks  to  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministries’  year-old 
automatic  data  transfer  system.  Those  who  con¬ 
tribute  to  church-backed  loans  will  be  pleased  to 
know  those  loans  have  a  0.048  percent  default 
rate,  said  Angela  Current,  the  board’s  scholar¬ 
ship  executive.  In  comparison,  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  student  loans  have  a  an  estimated  22  to  30 
percent  default  rate. 

FEW  SUPERINTENDENTS:  The  absence 
of  black  women  district  superintendents  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States 
is  being  addressed  by  the  denomination’s  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops.  Each  regional  College  of  Bishops 
has  been  asked  to  review  the  issue  and  report  to 
the  entire  council  when  it  meets  Nov.  6-10  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  Discussion  of  the  issue  in¬ 
cluded  expressions  of  concern  from  bishops  out¬ 
side  the  United  States. 


Morris  G.  Wray 


GRIEVANCES:  Bishop  William  B. 
Grove  (West  Virginia  Area),  has  been  named  to 
head  a  four-year  study  of  United  Methodist  ju¬ 
dicial  and  grievance  processes  for  clergy.  The 
review  was  ordered  by  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Other  officers  are  Levita  Morgan  Bat¬ 
tle,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  vice  chairwoman;  and 
the  Rev.  Ben  H.  Feemster,  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
secretary.  At  the  next  meeting,  Nov.  18-20, 
1989,  individuals  desiring  to  make  statements 
will  be  heard. 

REWARDING  STUDY:  Wofford  Col¬ 
lege  of  Spartanburg,  N.C.,  has  been  given  $58,500 
by  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities 
to  continue  developing  an  interdisciplinary  ma¬ 
jor — political  economy  and  philosophy.  The 
United  Methodist-related  college  has  attracted 
national  attention  for  its  interdisciplinary  ap¬ 
proach  to  education  and  was  cited  in  a  1987 
“U.S.  News  and  World  Report”  survey  as  having 
the  outstanding  humanities  program  among  161 
southern  liberal  arts  colleges. 

'DISCIPLE'  SEMINARS:  Nine  semi¬ 
nars  are  scheduled  this  summer  to  train  pastors 
and  others  to  teach  ‘Disciple:  Becoming  Disci¬ 
ples  Through  Bible  Study.”  The  seminars,  de¬ 
signed  to  develop  strong  Christian  leaders 
among  the  laity,  will  be  run  June  20-22  at  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.;  June  27-29  at  Atlanta;  July  6-8  at 
Dallas;  July  1 1-13  at  Cincinnati:  July  18-20  at 
Cherry  Hill,  N.J.;  July  25-27  at  Kansas  City, 
Kan.;  Aug.  1-3  at  Seattle;  Sept.  5-7  at  Denver; 
and  Sept.  19-21  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  For 
more  information,  call  (800)  672-1789. 


Panel  to  tell  us  what  baptism  means 


United  Methodists  and  baptism 

Through  the  sacrament  of  baptism  believers  and  their  house¬ 
holds  are  initiated  into  Christ’s  holy  church.  We  are  incorporated 
into  God’s  mighty  act  of  salvation  and  given  new  birth  through 
water  and  the  Spirit.  All  this  is  God’s  gift,  offered  to  us  without 
price. 

Through  confirmation  and  through  reaffirmation  of  our  faith, 
we  renew  the  covenant  declared  at  our  baptism,  acknowledge  what 
God  is  doing  for  us  and  affirm  our  commitment  to  Christ’s  holy 
church. 

— "The  Baptismal  Covenant,"  United  Methodist  Hymnal 


By  RALPH  E.  BAKER 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE- — What  do  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  believe  about  bap¬ 
tism? 

Finding  the  answer  to  that 
question  is  the  mission  of  a  spe¬ 
cial  study  committee  mandated 
by  the  1988  General  Conference. 

The  Committee  To  Study  the 
Relation  of  Baptism  to  the  Rites 
of  the  Church  met  for  the  first 
time  April  27-28. 

Retired  Bishop  Ole  Borgen  of 
Stockholm,  Sweden,  a  member  of 
the  baptism  study  committee, 
said  the  denomination  lacks  “a 
clear  theology  of  baptism.” 

Other  committee  members 
agreed  that  a  major  task  of  the 
committee  will  be  to  examine 


various  theologies  of  baptism  and 
develop  a  statement  that  clarifies 
its  meaning  for  the  church. 

A  cloud  of  confusion  hangs 
over  the  denomination  regarding 
issues  such  as  the  relationship  of 
infant  baptism  to  “believer’s 


baptism,”  the  relationship  of  the 
sacrament  to  the  service  of  con¬ 
firmation  and  to  church  mem¬ 
bership,  and  re-baptism  in 
accordance  with  United  Method¬ 
ist  doctrine. 

The  controversy  over  baptism 


of  infants  as  opposed  to  baptism 
after  “the  age  of  accountability” 
is  not  new  to  United  Methodists. 

Gayle  Felton,  Raleigh,  N.C., 
who  recently  completed  a  doctor¬ 
al  dissertation  on  the  practice  of 
baptism  in  the  United  States, 
told  the  committee  that  the  new 
ritual  for  the  sacrament,  included 
in  the  new  United  Methodist 
Hymnal,  is  “biased  toward  be¬ 
liever’s  baptism.”  If  United 
Methodism  wants  to  move  that 
direction,  Dr.  Felton  challenged, 
“Let’s  say  so  and  do  it.” 

The  Rev.  Hoyt  L.  Hickman, 
staff  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  Section 
on  Worship,  said  indications  are 
that  the  new  baptismal  ritual  is 
designed  to  encourage  infant 
baptism  except  in  cases  where  in¬ 


dividuals  make  their  Christian 
commitment  later  in  life. 

"We  should  be  careful  not  to 
give  the  impression  that  there  are 
two  baptisms,”  Dr.  Hickman 
said. 

Other  questions  to  be  exam¬ 
ined  by  the  committee  include 
the  advisability  of  pre-baptismal 
instruction  for  parents  or  spon¬ 
sors;  the  relationship  of  baptism 
to  faith,  conversion  and  salva¬ 
tion;  the  role  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
baptism;  reaffirmation  of  bap¬ 
tism;  baptism  as  a  requirement 
for  ordination  into  ministry;  and 
responsibilities  of  baptized 
Christians. 

Committee  chairman  is  the 
Rev.  Mark  Trotter  of  San  Diego, 
Calif.  The  next  meeting  will  be 
Sept.  27-29  in  Nashville. 


Farmer  says  we  should  do 
more  to  fight  world  hunger 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— The  average 
United  Methodist  gave  a  little 
more  than  $1  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  relief  agency  last  year. 

That’s  “tokenism,”  Michigan 
farmer  Dick  Doezema  told  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  last  month. 

“A  buck  per  Methodist  ain’t 
gonna  do  it,”  said  Mr.  Doezema, 
especially  since  only  about  25 
cents  went  to  fund  the  relief 
agency’s  “foundational”  work — 
fighting  world  hunger. 

The  retired  U.S.  Marine- 
turned-farmer  described  starva¬ 
tion  as  the  greatest  threat  facing 
the  world. 

He  urged  United  Methodists 
to  strive  to  match  the  giving  rec¬ 
ord  of  his  70-member  Snow 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lowell,  Mich.  He’s  lay  leader 
there  and  an  activist  in  the  fight 
against  hunger. 

Snow  UMC  contributes  $170 


per  member  to  the  special  fund 
to  pay  for  projects  to  fight  hun¬ 
ger.  That  leads  the  denomination 
in  per-member  gifts. 

If  all  United  Methodists  gave 
similar  amounts — about  $3.27 
per  week — the  relief  committee 
would  have  more  than  $1.6  bil¬ 
lion  to  combat  starvation  around 
the  globe,  said  Mr.  Doezema. 

And,  if  the  entire  9.7-million 
church  membership  would  fol¬ 
low  the  lead  of  a  retired  “little 
lady  in  Indiana,”  Mr.  Doezema 
said,  the  figure  would  be  more 
than  $2.5  billion. 

That  woman  decided  to  give 
$5  a  week  [$260  a  year]  from  her 
$300-a-month  budget,  he  said. 

"And  do  you  know  what  she 
told  me?"  Mr.  Doezema  added. 
"She  said,  ‘I  don’t  even  miss 
it.’  ” 

Mr.  Doezema  urged  members 
of  every  United  Methodist  fam¬ 
ily  to: 

•/  Sit  down  and  talk  about 
hunger  as  they  understand  it. 

/  Pray  for  God’s  help  in  un¬ 


derstanding  the  problem  and  in 
setting  a  giving  goal. 

/  Make  a  commitment  to  that 
goal  "for  the  rest  of  their  lives.” 

Put  that  money  into  the  local 
church’s  collection  plate  every 
Sunday,  designating  it  to  the  relief 
committee  for  “world  hunger.” 

“If  you  are  looking  for  the  U.S. 
government  to  be  the  solution, 
you  are  whistling  up  the  wrong 
tree,”  he  said. 

He  said  Christians  have  been 
charged  by  Christ  Himself  with 
that  responsibility. 

United  Methodist  relief  agency 
officials  said  that  contributions 
to  its  world  hunger  fund  have  de¬ 
clined  steadily  since  1985. 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Wyman 
Jr.,  newly  appointed  agency  trea¬ 
surer,  told  the  Reporter  that  giv¬ 
ing  to  the  fund  dropped  from 
$2.9  million  in  1985  to  $2.3  mil¬ 
lion  in  1988. 

For  the  first  three  months  of 
1989,  giving  was  $105,000  be¬ 
hind  the  1988  pace  of  receipts, 
said  Mr.  Wyman. 


Anniversary  marked 

DALLAS — Balloons  and  signs 
marked  the  20th  anniversary 
May  12  for  the  Rev.  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III  as  editor-general 
manager  of  the  Reporter.  The 
afternoon  party  for  all  employ¬ 
ees  was  followed  by  a  dinner 
and  "roast."  The  evening  event 
raised  some  $7,500,  including 
matching  grants,  for  the  UMR 
Development  Fund.  The  Fund 
has  received  more  than 
$500,000  toward  a  $3.5  million 
goal  for  a  new  UMR  Communi¬ 
cations  Center  and  an  unspeci¬ 
fied  additional  amount  as  a 
permanent  endowment  fund  for 
the  newspaper's  expanding  op¬ 
erations. 

STAFF  PHOTO  BY  IOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


PHOTO  BY  CARY  STARR  BOWEN 

MEXICO  CITY — Alfredo  Meza  (front  left),  Angie  Gonzalez, 
(back  row)  Ismael  Rodriquez  and  Jorge  Luis  Roman  are  theol¬ 
ogy  students  at  Baez  Camargo  Methodist  Seminary  in  Mexico. 
The  school  depends  on  Advance  Special  gifts  for  scholarships  to 
train  pastors  for  Methodist  churches. 


Trained  Mexican  leaders 
needed  to  spread  Gospel 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

“The  best  way  to  do  mission 
evangelism  in  Mexico  is  to  train 
Mexican  leaders  who  can  interpret 
the  Gospel  in  their  own  culture.” 

That’s  the  message  of  the  Rev. 
Gary  Starr  Bowen,  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  from  the 
Central  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Dr.  Bowen  and  his  wife,  Christi¬ 
na,  teach  at  the  Methodist-related 
Baez  Camargo  Seminary  in  Mexi¬ 
co  City.  He  is  academic  dean. 

The  school’s  purpose  is  to  train 
pastors  who  will  carry  the  Gospel 
into  Mexico  and  other  parts  of 
Latin  America,  emphasizing  the 
language,  culture  and  traditions 
of  the  people. 

United  Methodists  can  help 
pay  for  the  ministerial  training 
through  the  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church.  That’s  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  designated,  second-mile 
giving  for  ministries  not  funded 
by  denominational  askings. 

The  need  for  ministers  is  in¬ 
creasing  in  Mexico,  Dr.  Bowen 
said.  That’s  because  about  50 
work  teams  a  year  from  such 
countries  as  the  Uriited  States 
come  to  Mexico  to  build  new 
Methodist  churches. 

“If  we  cannot  train  ordained 
and  lay  pastors  fast  enough,  there 
is  a  constant  threat  that  some 
new  buildings  built  by  work 
teams  will  be  lost  by  Method- 


Partnership  1 

in  Missions 


ism,”  said  Dr.  Bowen. 

The  Mexican  government  re¬ 
quires  that  only  Mexican  nation¬ 
als  serve  the  country’s  churches. 
Missionaries — such  as  the  Bow¬ 
ens — are  limited  to  educational 
and  technical  support  roles,  un¬ 
der  authority  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico. 

The  Baez  Camargo  Seminary 
has  about  40  students  in  the  resi¬ 
dential  program  for  full-time  stu¬ 
dents.  Another  100  are  enrolled 
in  the  extension  program  for  lay 
and  clergy  students  who  cannot 
attend  full-time. 

Gifts  to  the  seminary  may  be 
made  through  any  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  and  designated  for 
two  Advance  Special  numbers: 
10528-3RB  for  the  scholarship 
program  and  10527-2BM  for  the 
building  fund. 


COMMON  SENSE 
CHRISTIANITY 

"Thought-provoking"  -ALA  Booklist 

"An  enlightened  perspective" 

-  West  Coast  Review  of  Books 

"Clear,  engaging.  .  .well-written" 

-  Choice 

at  your  annual  conference 
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FOR  CONFERENCE  -  GRADUATION 
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EVANGELISM? 

Evangelism  is  "bringing  the  good  news."  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  "good  news" 
j  into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter,"  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


People  called  United  Methodist 


West  Virginia  pastor  receives 
pensions  board's  first  award 

EVANSTON,  111.— “Few  people 
have  given  more  time  and  effort  to 
the  cause  of  pen¬ 
sions  in  such  good 
Christian  spirit."  ■ 

That  was  how  the  I'V 
United  Methodist  ,  v— 

Church’s  top  pen-  At 
sion  official  de-  ™ 
scribed  the  first 
recipient  of  its  — » 

“Charles  L.  Cal-  Virgil  H.  Ware 
kins  Award.” 

The  Rev.  Virgil  H.  Ware,  66,  a  re¬ 
tired  West  Virginia  minister  with 
28  years’  service  as  a  conference 
treasurer  and  pension  official,  re¬ 
ceived  the  award  from  the  Rev. 
James  F.  Parker,  chief  executive  of 
the  General  Board  of  Pensions. 

The  award  is  named  for  the  pen¬ 
sion  board's  chief  executive  from 
1953  to  1964,  a  period  of  major 
growth  in  pension  coverage  for  the 
church’s  clergy. 


New  York  pastor  wins 
UMC  education  award 

NASHVILLE— The  one-time  di¬ 
rector  of  a  mission  program  that 
brought  together 
second-year  medi¬ 
cal  students  with 
the  poor  of  New 
York’s  inner  city  is 
the  1989  winner  of 
the  Esther  Edwards 
scholarship. 

The  Rev.  Letitia 
L.  Smith,  a  gradu-  Letitia  Smith 
ate  of  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver  and  pastor  of  Brown  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Syracuse,  N.Y.,  is  pursuing  doctoral 
studies  at  Syracuse  University. 

The  $5,000  award  is  given  annu¬ 
ally  to  women  preparing  for  higher 
education  administration  careers  at 
United  Methodist-related  colleges. 

Disciples  of  Christ  to  hear 
address  by  UM  bishop 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Retired 


United  Methodist  Bishop  Leontine 
T.C.  Kelly  of  San  Francisco  is  to 
speak  at  the  Christian  Church  (Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ)  policy-making  bi¬ 
ennial  General  Assembly  July 


28-Aug.  2  in  Indianapolis. 

Another  speaker  is  to  be  the  Rev. 
Emilio  E.  Castro,  a  Uruguayan 
Methodist  and  general  secretary  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 


POSITION  OPEN 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  an 
immediate  opening  for  a  person  with 
proven  promotional  skills,  an  ability  to 
relate  to  United  Methodists  of  every 
bent,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
church  and  an  appreciation  of  how  a 
newspaper  like  the  Reporter  can  support 
and  enhance  the  church’s  ministry.  Ide¬ 
al  person  will  have  a  college  degree; 
high  levels  of  energy  and  creativity;  pre¬ 
vious  advertising,  public  relations  and/or 
marketing*  experience;  and  an  active 
Christian  commitment.  Job  involves 
travel,  re-location  to  Dallas.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Contact  Richard  Stark,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275,  (214) 
630-6495.  Equal  Opportunity/Affirma¬ 
tive  Action  Employer. 


CHARLES  L.  ALLEN  TOURS 

to  the 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAYS 

in  1990 

Tours  in  May,  June,  July 
August  and  September 

For  information: 

CHARLES  L.  ALLEN  TOURS 
Transco  Tower-  Level  34 
P.O.  BOX  1396 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS  77251 
Telephone:  (713)  439-4072 
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A  Prayer 

For  All  Seasons 


Aging  is  a  process  that  produces  a  certain  beauty  and  dignity  in  the 
midst  of  physical  deterioration. 

At  the  Spring  Meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  one  of  the  retired 
bishops,  who  has  been  especially  significant  to  me,  became  suddenly  ill 
during  the  singing  of  a  hymn.  As  those  around  him  tried  to  steady  him, 
we  continued  singing,  “Stand  by  Me.”  In  fact,  just  as  I  noticed  that  he 
had  become  faint,  we  were  singing  the  words  “When  I’m  growing  old 
and  feeble.  Stand  by  me.”  Fortunately,  our  friend  recovered  and  with 
rest  was  able  to  continue  to  participate  in  the  Council  meeting. 

I  remember  saving  a  copy  of  an  anonymous  prayer  of  a  person  in  old 
age.  It  seems  especially  appropriate  as  we  approach  Memorial  Day: 

Now  Lord  you've  known  me  a  long  time. 

You  know  me  better  than  I  know  myself. 

You  know  that  each  day  I  am  growing  older  and  someday  may 
Even  be  very  old.  So  meanwhile  please  keep  me  from  the 
Habit  of  thinking  I  must  say  something  on  every  subject 
—  And  on  every  occasion. 

Release  me  from  trying  to  straighten  out  everyone's  affairs. 

Make  me  thoughtful,  but  not  moody,  helpful  but  not  overbearing. 

I've  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge  to  share;  still  it 
Would  be  very  nice  to  have  a  few  friends  who,  at  the  end, 

Recognized  and  forgave  the  knowledge  I  lacked. 

Keep  my  tongue  free  from  the  recital  of  endless  details. 

Seal  my  lips  on  my  aches  and  pains :  They  increase  daily 
And  the  need  to  speak  of  them  becomes  almost  a  compulsion. 

I  ask  for  grace  enough  to  listen  to  the  retelling  of  others' 
afflictions. 

And  to  be  helped  to  endure  them  with  patienci. 

I  would  like  to  have  improved  memory,  but  HU  settle  for 
Growing  humility  and  an  ability  to  capitulate  when  my  memory 
Clashes  with  the  memory  of  others. 

Teach  me  the  glorious  lesson  that  on  some  occasions  I  may  be 

mistaken.  _ _  „  .  .  .  _ „ _ 

Keep  me  reasonably  kind;  I've  never  aspired  to  be  a  saint . . . 

Saints  must  be  rather  difficult  to  live  with  . . . 

Yet  on  the  other  hand,  an  embittered  old  person  is  a  constant 
burden. 

Please  give  me  the  ability  to  see  good  in  unlikely  places 
And  talents  in  unexpected  people. 

And  give  me  the  grace  to  tell  them  so,  Dear  Lord. 


o.  p-~\ 


Workshops  Scheduled 


This  summer,  during  the  Biennial 
Convocation  of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Worship, 
Music,  and  the  Other  Arts,  worship 
leaders  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
participate  in  a  week  of  workshops 
for  musicians,  artists,  clergy,  lay 
workers,  educators,  and  all  interest¬ 
ed  persons.  The  first  1000  regis¬ 
trants  will  receive  a  complimentary 
copy  of  the  new  hymnal. 

Scheduled  for  July  16-22  at  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 
(Calif.),  the  convocation  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  fellowship  and  by  the 
Choristers  Guild  and  the  Section  on 
Worship  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  Convocation  planners 
anticipate  that  the  event  will  be  the 
most  inclusive  gathering  of  worship 
leaders  in  our  denomination. 

:  Workshops  will  cover  such  sub¬ 
jects  as  biblical  preaching,  dance, 
voice  building  and  healing  services. 
Leaders  include  Jane  Marshall,  a 
Composer  from  Dallas;  Rev. 
William  Sloan  Coffin,  former  pas¬ 
tor,  Riverside  Church,  New  York; 
and  Margaret  Taylor  Fisk-Doane, 
an  expert  in  liturgical  dance. 

The  youth  will  present  a  musical 
■written  especially  for  the  event  by 
Allen  Pote.  Leaders  from  across  the 
country  will  hold  daily  worship  ex- 


Notice 


The  Chaplains’  Luncheon  scheduled  for  noon  Monday,  June  5,  at 
First  Church,  Shreveport  has  been  cancelled. 

All  Chaplains  are  invited  to  attend  the  luncheon  Wednesday,  June 
7,  for  those  in  special  appointments  within  and  beyond  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Structure.  This  will  be  held  at  12:30  p.m.  in  the  Centenary  Room 
at  the  Centenary  cafeteria. 


'Cotton  Patch  Gospel'  to  be  Staged  in  Gold  Dome 
during  Opening  Evening  of  Annual  Conference 


The  toe-tapping  musical,  “Cotton 
Patch  Gospel,”  with  music  by  Har¬ 
ry  Chapin  and  book  by  Tom  Key 
and  Russell  Treyz  will  be  perfor¬ 
med  by  Baton  Rouge’s  William  B. 
Reily  Memorial  University  United 
Methodist  Chapel  Choir  of  Youth 
on  Monday  evening,  June  5,  at  7:15 
under  the  direction  of  Esther  Soco- 
lofsky.  The  musical,  which  the  choir 
presented  in  April  at  University 
Church  with  an  enthusiastic  re¬ 
sponse,  has  been  described  as  “the 
greatest  story  ever  retold.”  It  is 
based  on  the  book,  “The  Cotton 
Patch  Gospel  of  Matthew  and 
John”  by  Baptist  theologian,  Clar¬ 
ence  Jordan. 

This  exuberant  musical,  which 
includes  powerful  drama  as  the  life 
of  Jesus  unfolds,  is  presented  in  a 
setting  of  rural  Georgia.  The  songs, 
written  in  a  country  and  gospel 
style,  represent  the  final  work  by 
Harry  Chapin  and  are  considered 
by  many  to  be  his  best.  The  show 
offers  a  vivid  witness  and  portrays 
the  Gospel  so  that  actors  and  listen¬ 
ers  can  have  the  same  sense  of  par¬ 


ticipation  in  the  scriptures  that  the 
early  Christians  must  have  had. 
This  version  puts  Jesus  in  the  midst 
of  our  modern  world  and  restores 
the  feeling  of  excitement  in  the  fast¬ 
breaking  good  news  rather  than  ex¬ 
periencing  it  through  the  barriers  of 
time  and  musty  history. 

Mrs.  Socolofsky,  director,  says 
that  this  unique  musical  has  served 
as  an  inspiration  for  all  the  young 
people  involved  to  understand  the 
gospels  in  a  new  way,  “The  life  and 
teachings  of  Jesus  take  on  a  whole 
new  significance  when  he  is  one  of 
us  —  walking  and  talking  as  we 
do,”  she  commented. 

“We  always  receive  spiritual  en¬ 
richment  in  the  religious  musicals 
we  do."  she  continued,  “but  some¬ 
how  ‘Cotton  Patch  Gospel,'  with  its 
analogies  and  parallels  to  the  famil¬ 
iar  biblical  verses,  has  made  us 
grow  even  more.  Its  modern-day 
colloquial  language,  even  though 
sometimes  a  bit  earthy,  gives  a  star- 
fling  realism  to  the  meaning  of  each 
scriptural  passage.”  "This  musical, 
which  I  first  saw  in  Dallas  with  a 


professional  cast  of  five  persons,  is 
very  sophisticated  and  has  been 
quite  a  challenge  for  my  young 
choir.  Because  of  the  tremendous 
latitude  the  director  has  in  staging 
the  production,  it  can  be  tailored  to 
any  size  group.  It  can  utilize  specif¬ 
ic  talents  in  a  very  creative  way.” 

“I  am  thrilled  that  youth  groups 
across  the  Conference  are  being  en¬ 
couraged  to  attend.  1  think  this  mu¬ 
sical  will  have  a  unique  appeal  for 
young  people  as  well  as  to  the  adults 
attending  Conference." 

Matt  Santa  will  play  the  lead  role 
of  Jesus.  Sharing  the  narrator  roles 
of  Matthew  will  be  Charlie  Gamble, 
Jenny  Bird,  and  Sarah  Dooley.  Oth¬ 
er  characters  are:  Rock  (Simon  Pe¬ 
ter)  and  Jud  (Judas),  played  by  Ben 
Fox.  Artie  Seng  will  play  Pilate, 
Governor  of  Georgia  and  Herod, 
Dr.  Caiaphas  will  be  portrayed  by 
Tom  Erickson,  with  Stafford  Wood 
playing  the  colorful  role  of  John  the 
Baptist.  Featured  soloists  are  Matt 
Santa.  Charlie  Gamble.  Ben  Fox, 
Artie  Seng.  Tom  Erickson,  Vaughn 
Meiners.  Jenny  Bird.  Nicholle  Pol- 


let,  Leah  Wood,  Sarah  Dooley,  Me¬ 
lanie  Peele.  and  Noelle  Austin. 
Other  roles  will  be  played  by  Amy 
Harmon,  Elizabeth  Bowers,  Mat¬ 
thew  Pierce.  Holly  Harmon  and 
Shay  Prestridge. 

Interpretive  dancers  are  Mary 
Kay  Tessier,  Holly  Harmon,  Jenni 
Oatley,  Elizabeth  Bowers,  and 
Noelle  Austin. 

Instrumentalists  include  Mari¬ 
anne  Parker,  pianist,  Keith  Larkin, 
bass  guitarist;  Jimmy  Patterson, 
guitarist,  and  Gena  Patterson,  violinist. 

Lighting  direction  will  be  by  Lin¬ 
da  Fox.  Choreographers  are  Leigh 
Ann  Woodland  and  Nancy  Hays. 
Sound  is  by  Joanne  and  Roy  Parker 
and  Bill  Austin.  Annette  Seng  is  in 
charge  of  costume  design,  assisted 
by  Mary  Tessier. 

Plan  now  to  attend  this  exciting 
event  on  the  opening  evening  of  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  Monday,  June  5 
beginning  at  7:15  p.m.  Don’t  miss 
the  experience  of  “Cotton  Patch 
Gospel"  as  it  transports  us  to  rural 
Georgia  and  welcomes  Jesus  into 
our  midst! 


i 

m  f  i  t  ffinriFV^ 

Herod  sings  "All  through  the  ages,  wise  men  and  sages  have  said 
there  are  dirty  deeds  that  simply  must  be  done. 


Narrators  tell  the  story. 


periences  that  reflect  various  tradi¬ 
tions. 

An  Interracial  Roundtable  on 
Worship,  Music  and  the  Other  Arts 
will  be  conducted  simultaneously 
with  the  convocation.  Worship 
leaders  from  each  of  the  four  major 
ethnic  groups  will  meet  to  collect 
and  discuss  worship  materials  from 
their  traditions. 

This  roundtable,  partially  funded 
by  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
grants,  will  report  its  findings  dur¬ 
ing  a  plenary  session.  Ethnic  leaders 
also  will  be  involved  in  leading  the 
worship  during  the  convocation  and 
will  participate  in  workshops. 

This  interracial  roundtable  will 
provide  printed  materials  that  will 
later  be  published  in  a  special  issue 
of  NewsNotes,  the  fellowship’s  peri¬ 
odical  publication.  In  addition, 
worship  materials  will  be  reviewed 
by  the  Book  of  Worship  Committee 
for  possible  inclusion  in  the  1992 
Book  of  Worship. 

For  more  information  on  the  con¬ 
vocation,  contact  the  Section  on 
Worship  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37202-0840,  or  Jerry  Hen¬ 
ry  at  159  Ralph  McGill  Boulevard, 
N.E.,  Suite  505,  Atlanta,  GA  30308, 
(404)659-0002. 


june  Conference  Calendar 

5-  8  Annual  Conference 

8-10  DCYM  Training,  Centenary  College  (4:00  p.m.  on  8th  until 
10:30  a.m.  on  10th) 

12- 16  Senior  High  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

13- 17  UMW  Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission,  Oklahoma  City, 

OK 

15  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services,  Inc., 
Executive  Board  Meeting 
19-22  Bishop's  Week,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
19-23  Junior  High  I  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 
19-23  Junior  High  I  Camp,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
19-23  Camp  Meeting  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
19-24  Christian  Community  Experience  I  (Senior  High),  Caney 
Conference  Centre 

21  BOM  Com.  on  Tmg.  &  Orders:  Send  Assignments  to  2nd 
Year  P.A.Y.  Candidates 

23-25  Conference  Men’s  and  Boys’  Retreat  Sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Men,  Louisiana  College,  Pineville 
23-25  Precampers,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
26-30  Elementary  I  Camp,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
26-30  Older  Elementary  1  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 
30-July  2  World  Methodist  Council,  Lake  Junaluska 


lesus  meets  Matthew  at  the  IRS  office. 

|  Around  the  Conference 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Hosston  UMC  recently  observed 
Heritage  Sunday.  An  Epworth 
League  Charter,  Sunday  School  rec¬ 
ords.  photographs,  a  volume  of 
church  history,  a  complete  collec¬ 
tion  of  bulletins  from  1948  to  the 
present,  two  cookbooks,  scrap¬ 
books,  and  other  memorabilia  were 
displayed  in  the  heritage  exhibit. 
Following  the  morning  service  and 
communion,  a  large  number  of 
members  and  guests  gathered  for  a 
covered  dish  luncheon  in  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hall.  The  church  was  organized 
in  1912.  Rev.  J.  R.  Woodward  is  pastor. 
*  *  * 

A  teacher’s  workshop  was  held  at 
Bayou  Scie  UMC  Saturday,  May  6 
for  all  teachers  and  substitutes. 
Workshop  leaders  were  Larry  Lewis, 
Conference  Director  of  Education 
Ministries;  Carolyn  Dove,  Confer¬ 
ence  Youth  Coordinator;  and  Rev. 
John  Braden,  pastor  of  Mangum 
UMC  in  Shreveport.  Betty  Lehr, 
Chairperson  of  Education,  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  getting  this  workshop 
established.  A  salad  luncheon  was 


served  following  the  workshop  by 
the  UMW  of  Bayou  Scie.  Rev. 
Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr.  is  pastor. 

*  ♦  * 

Mrs.  Margaret  St.  Amant,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  UMC,  Baker,  has  re¬ 
cently  been  honored  by  the 
Bienville  House  Center  for  Peace 
and  Justice  as  recipient  of  its  third 
Wade  Mackie  Peacemaking  Award. 
Ms.  St.  Amant  was  presented  the 
award  at  University  Lutheran  Cen¬ 
ter  on  Dalrymple  Drive  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Mrs.  St.  Amant  is  a  member 
of  the  UMW,  and  Church  Women 
United,  the  Conference  Legislative 
Liasion  Committee  and  Church  and 
Society  Committee.  In  addition,  she 
works  with  women  prisoners  at  St. 
Gabriel,  battered  women  and  geri¬ 
atric  patients,  as  well  as  residents  of 
a  Baker  nursing  home.  According  to 
a  spokesperson  from  Bienville 
House,  Mrs,  St.  Amant  has  worked 
for  many  years  for  racial  justice  and 
international  peace.  She  is  a  native 
of  Georgia  and  the  wife  of  the  late 
Rev.  Alfred  D.  St.  Amant,  a  Meth¬ 
odist  minister. 


BROWNIES  PARTICIPATE  — 
Girl  Scout  Brownie  Troop  214  of 
Alexandria  presented  the  colors 
during  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice  at  Trinity  UMC  in  obser¬ 
vance  of  Girl  Scout  Sunday. 
Members  of  the  troop  include: 
Katie  Swift,  Linda  Knight,  Char¬ 
lotte  Willis,  Candy  Michiels, 
Danielle  Robertson,  Deven 
Warner,  Makesha  Lawson,  Na- 
tashia  Rousseau,  Ginny  Willis, 
Cherrelle  Woodley,  Danielle 
Carter,  Andria  Fletcher,  Melanie 
Michiels,  and  Dolly  Rosseau. 
Troop  leader  is  Judy  Willis.  Rev. 
William  H .  Willis  is  pastor. 


TEAM  SPIRIT  '89  —  Lt.  Louis  Au¬ 
gustine  III,  Chaplain  of  2nd  Bat¬ 
talion  12th  Marines,  conducts  an 
Ecumenical  Communion  Service 
in  a  Pluralistic  setting  in  Po 
Hang,  South  Korea  during  Team 
Spirit  '89.  The  Navy  appoints 
Chaplains  to  three  other  ser¬ 
vices,  the  Marine  Corps,  Coast 
Guard,  and  the  Merchant  Ma¬ 
rines.  Chaplain  Augustine  is 
serving  with  the  Marines  in  Oki¬ 
nawa,  Japan. 
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Health:  A  spiritual  issue 


Missions  board  stewardship ' horrifies ' 


Soaring  health-care  costs  pose  a 
growing  hardship  for  the  church  as 
well  as  for  many  other  institutions 
in  our  society  (see  UMR,  May  1 9). 

Indications  are  that  providing 
such  insurance  for  clergy  and  other 
church  employees  is  producing  an 
increasing  budgetary  burden  for  lo¬ 
cal  congregations  and  conferences 
as  well  as  national  church  boards 
and  agencies. 

$  That  practical  burden  is  symptom¬ 
atic  of  a  larger  challenge  facing  soci¬ 
ety  as  a  whole:  How  to  make 
;available  needed  but  often  prohibi¬ 
tively  expensive  health  care  to  the 
greatest  number  of  people. 

.'  The  challenge  is  compounded  by 
■the  reality  that  countless  Americans 
•have  no  health  insurance.  And  many 
who  have  it  can  afford  only  medical 
expenses  covered  by  insurance. 

Our  unfortunate  tendency  is  to 
reduce  such  ethical  dilemmas  mere¬ 
ly  to  “problems”  needing  short¬ 
term,  practical  solutions. 

We  should  resist  that  tendency. 
As  Christians,  we  are  called  to  re¬ 
gard  health  in  wholistic  terms. 

Health  is  a  spiritual  matter  bearing 
directly  upon  our  relationship  with 
God  and  not  only  a  physical  and/ 
or  financial  concern. 


If  we,  as  Christians,  don’t  identify 
and  point  out  to  others  that  rising 
health-care  costs  have  a  spiritual  di¬ 
mension,  who  will? 

Following  are  some  questions  that 
need  to  be  answered  in  that  process. 
They  merit  discussion  in  Sunday 
school  classes,  church  boards  and 
committees,  and  in  any  other  fo¬ 
rums  where  people  are  concerned 
about  people. 

✓  Is  affordable  health  care  a  hu¬ 
man  right,  that  is,  a  gift  that  God 
intends  for  all  of  us  regardless  of 
our  ability  to  pay?  ■ 

✓  Or  is  health  care  primarily  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  that  begins  with  treating 
our  bodies  as  “temples  of  God?” 

/  In  what  instances,  if  any,  are 
extraordinary  health-care  costs  jus¬ 
tifiable?  At  what  point,  if  any,  do 
extraordinary  health-care  costs  be¬ 
come  poor  stewardship  of  our  limit¬ 
ed,  God-given  resources? 

•f  Is  it  appropriate  to  make  the 
health-care  premiums  of  church 
employees  our  top  budgetary  priori¬ 
ty  if,  in  the  process,  the  church’s 
outreach  to  others  is  curtailed? 

At  what  point  might  advanced 
health-care  systems  reflect  a  denial 
of  death  as  part  of  God’s  plan  for 
human  life? 


I  was  horrified  to  read  in  the  May 
5  issue  that  it  cost  more  than  $1 
million  for  the  178  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  hold  three  meetings  in  New  York 
City  during  the  past  year. 

What  has  happened  to  the  bibli¬ 
cal  concept  of  good  stewardship 
with  regard  to  mission  funds?  Why 
does  the  board  meet  in  New  York 
City  where  lodging  and  food  costs 
are  so  exorbitant? 

Why  not  meet  in  some  small  hin¬ 
terland  place  like  Bismarck,  N.D., 
or  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.,  where  costs 
would  be  more  reasonable? 

Sometimes  I  think  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  could  take  lessons  from  the 
American  Society  of  Friends  on  how 
to  channel  mission  giving  to  actual 
mission  work  rather  than  spending 
such  a  relatively  large  percentage  of 
funds  on  organizational  expenses. 

Thanks  to  the  Reporter  staff  for 
reporting  this  information — even  if 
it  does  sadden  a  person. 

Carol  Unkenholz 
Grand  Forks,  North  Dakota 

I'm  disgusted 

Fiscal  irresponsibility  at  the  high¬ 
est  level! 


That’s  my  conclusion  after  read¬ 
ing  that  1 78  members  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  spent 
$1  million  for  three  meetings  (see 
UMR,  May  5). 

A  number  of  United  Methodist 
churches  are  closed  each  year,  and 
membership  is  declining  drastically! 

Can  board  members  be  unaware  of 
starving  millions  on  other  continents, 
to  say  nothing  of  homeless  people  in 
our  own  United  States?  Do  they  think 
money  grows  on  trees? 

To  say  that  I  am  disenchanted 
and  disgusted  with  such  cost  over¬ 
runs  and  disregard  for  budgets  is 
putting  it  mildly! 

Marianna  Trotter 
Owensboro,  Kentucky 

'Freedom'  word  welcomed 

Bishop  Jack  Tuell’s  remarks  on 
pride  in  being  a  United  Methodist 
highlighted  an  American  principle 
that  has  not  been  strongly  emphasized 
among  our  church  leaders  during  re¬ 
cent  decades  (see  UMR,  May  5). 

It’s  gratifying  to  have  “freedom” 
once  more  stressed  by  a  church 
leader  in  a  public  address. 

Could  this  word  possibly  be  a 


step  toward  enlarging  our  “peace 
with  justice”  fixation  to  include 
freedom? 

The  challenge  of  granting  peace 
with  justice  to  the  world  is  an  un¬ 
questionably  grand  quest.  But  to 
pursue  and  attain  “peace  with  free¬ 
dom  and  justice”  would  be  akin  to 
giving  all  humanity  a  glimpse  of  the 
glory  of  God. 

P.K.  Shriver 
Foster,  Oregon 

Christie  support  praised 

In  regard  to  the  article  headlined, 
“UMs  question  ties  to  Christie  Insti¬ 
tute”  (see  UMR,  May  5),  I’m  in  full 
agreement  with  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  supporting  this  case. 

While  my  family  and  I  were  liv¬ 
ing  in  Costa  Rica  as  mission  inter¬ 
preters  for  Alfalit  Intemacional,  we 
met  the  plaintiffs  in  the  “La  Penca” 
case,  journalists  Martha  Honey  and 
her  husband,  Tony  Avirgan. 

Martha  and  Tony  exercise  the 
highest  standards  of  investigative 
journalism  while  risking  their  lives 
in  search  of  the  truth. 

Most  of  their  findings  have  been 
verified.  However,  many  folks  in 
the  United  States  fail  to  realize  the 


serious  implications  that  their  find¬ 
ings  have  uncovered:  the  support  by 
the  Reagan  White  House  of  a  failed, 
illegal  and  criminal  U.S.  foreign 
policy  in  Central  America. 

At  last  our  church’s  support  of 
“La  Penca”  case  is  a  statement  of 
our  prophetic  call  to  denounce  any 
act  that  promotes  death,  even  if  it 
may  have  “political”  implications. 

Speaking  prophetically  in  the 
public  arena  is  a  legitimate  Chris¬ 
tian,  evangelical,  and  biblical  act  of 
a  faithful  people  of  God. 

Lawrence  A.  Rankin 
Lakeland,  Florida 

Objections  shocked  me! 

It  was  shocking  to  read  in  the  May 
5  issue  that  there  are  United  Meth¬ 
odists  who  objected  to  church  fund¬ 
ing  of  the  Christie  Institute  for  its 
work  against  forces  of  evil  in  Central 
America  and  the  United  States. 

The  Christie  Institute  has  been  one 
agency  doing  work  that  churches  and 
their  members  should  be  doing. 

Christians  should  be  eager,  not 
reluctant,  to  support  the  Christie 
Institute  in  whatever  ways  they  can. 

Fred  R.  Methered 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 


FaithLine 


My  Witness 


Callers  report  likes,  dislikes  about  'face  lift'  Volunteer  mission  work  makes 

me  wonder  about  faith,  wealth 


Callers  from  across  the  country 
told  us  what  they  thought  about  the 
•Reporter’s  “face  lift”  (see  UMR, 
May  12).  Here’s  a  sampling  of  their 
responses: 

Roger  Tanquist,  Fairmont,  Minn.: 
I  wanted  to  commend  you  on  the 
very  attractive  changes  you  have 
made  on  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  It’s  faster  to  read.  It’s  easier 
,to  read.  I  appreciate  the  effort 
you've  made  on  behalf  of  good  re¬ 
porting.  I  look  forward  to  your  pa¬ 
per  each  week,  and  I  thank  you  very 
much  for  all  you’ve  done  to  keep  us 
informed  on  church  issues. 

Carl  Wennerberg,  Valley  Center, 
Calif.:  Your  Faith  Watch  is  excel¬ 
lent.  It’s  like  the  news  in  brief.  I  be¬ 
lieve  it’s  very  helpful  to  have  a 
'news-in-brief  column  in  every  issue 
so  that  those  who’re  in  a  hurry  can 
actually  get  an  overview  of  what’s 
happening. 

Fran  Eldredge,  El  Sobrante, 
Calif.:  I  do  not  like  the  new  look.  It 
looks  just  like  a  secular  newspaper 
now.  1  don’t  read  the  secular  news¬ 
paper.  I've  always  read  the  Reporter 
from  cover  to  cover  immediately 
upon  getting  it.  I  don’t  like  it  that 
you’re  cutting  back  on  the  coverage 
of  denominational  meetings.  It 
looks  like  you’re  going  to  have  more 
stories  but  less  content.  It  looks  like 
I’m  getting  a  lot  less  good  coverage. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“By  this  we  know  love,  that  he 
.laid  down  his  life  for  us;  and  we 
.ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the 
brethren.” 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  2  Peter  3:9) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  28 

Monday:  Psalms  92:1-4 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  55:1-9 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  55: 1 0- 1 3 
Thursday:  Luke  6:32-38 
Friday:  Luke  6:39-49 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  15:42-50 
■Saturday:  1  Corinthians  15:51-58 


Mabel  Kavanagh,  Houston:  I  real¬ 
ly  like  the  format.  I  like  the  stories 
being  made  briefer,  more  concise, 
and  I  like  the  idea  that  there’s  a  re¬ 
lationship  between  some  of  these 
stories  and  what  we  should  believe 
in  our  faith.  I  think  in  some  cases  it 
may  be  necessary  for  you  to  go  into 
depth  and  explain  some  of  these  re¬ 
lationships. 

Nelda  Klawetter,  Garland,  Texas: 

It’s  so  readable,  and  I  love  the  larger 
print  and  general  layout.  I  enjoyed 
seeing  the  faith  headings  at  the  top 
of  pages  2,  3  and  4.  I  think  it’s  a 
positive  statement  and  a  witness. 

And  it’s  the  first  time  in  a  while 
that  I  read  the  entire  paper. 

Benjamin  T.  Taylor,  Paradise, 

Pa.:  I  feel  negative.  The  pages  ap¬ 
pear  busy.  It  has  too  many  lines  di¬ 
viding  articles.  The  titles  on  top  of 
pages  and  large  page  numbers  seem 
like  a  waste  of  space.  I  preferred  it 
before. 

Susanne  Paul,  New  York:  I  really 
like  the  larger  type.  It’s  really  im¬ 
portant  for  older  people.  Older 
adults  will  really  appreciate  getting 
this  larger  type  as  well  as  the  other 
folks.  Thanks  a  lot  for  the  face  lift. 

It  looks  good. 

Lucy  Porter,  Glendale,  N.Y.:  On 
the  whole  I  like  the  changes  that 
you’ve  made.  I  like  the  type  face 

What  others  are  saying, 

“I  am  convinced  our  Christian 
way  of  life  is  crucial  for  our  future 
as  a  society.  The  church  as  a  com¬ 
munity  is  anchored  in  the  will  to 
volunteer  and  the  lack  of  power 
strategies  and  games.  As  the  com¬ 
munity  of  faith  exists  in  this  way, 
then  and  only  then  does  it  become 
an  effective  witness  in  the  world.  If 
the  church  does  not  anchor  itself  in 
the  will  to  volunteer  and  refuse  to 
play  power  games,  its  witness  in  the 
world  will  be  null  and  void.” 

— Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake,  Dallas 
Area 


. . .  The  Reporter's  old  and  new  look 


and  the  type  size.  I  like  your  brief 
notes  with  good  headlines  that  help 
us  to  see  what  they  are  about.  I 


swers,  but  they  need  to  know  some¬ 
one  who  has  all  the  answers — and 
that’s  Jesus  Christ.” 

— Kim  Boyce,  former  Miss  America, 
Nashville 


“The  more  I  observe  the  body  of 
Christ,  the  more  I  realize  that  if 
God  waited  for  perfect  people  to  do 
His  work,  He  wouldn’t  get  much 
done.” 

— Dean  Merrill,  editorial  director, 
“Focus  on  the  Family”  magazines 


would  say  make  the  pictures  smaller 
and  give  room  for  more  type.  We 
don’t  need  huge  pictures. 

Ethel  Thomas,  Murdo,  S.D.:  I 
really  enjoyed  reading  the  paper.  I 
read  it  to  my  husband  all  the  way  to 
Pierre,  which  takes  about  an  hour.  I 
read  the  whole  paper  to  him,  and  I 
thought  it  was  so  good  to  make  it 
interesting  for  the  average  church 
member  and  to  make  them  feel  a 
part  of  the  whole  world.  I  think  it 
will  make  everybody  grow. 


By  MICHAEL  R.  BUTZ 

It  was  the  summer  after  my  ju¬ 
nior  year  in  high  school. 

I  planned  to  get  a  job  and  fool 
around  with  my  friends  after  a  hard 
nine  months  at  school.  My  parents 
had  other  plans. 

They  suggested  I  spend  time  in  a 
Spanish-speaking  country  to  im¬ 
prove  my  Spanish. 

Two  options  emerged:  I  could  go 
to  Spain  with  a  formal  exchange 
program  or  go  to  a  poor  village  in 
Puerto  Rico  on  my  own  as  a  Volun- 
teer-in-Mission  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

I  chose  Puerto  Rico. 

Off  I  went  to  Sabana  Grande.  I 
feared  the  first  day  that  I  would 
never  understand  this  “Spanish”  or 
fit  in  with  the  poor  people  who 
spoke  it.  But  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  worship  service  that  night  I 
sensed  my  “mission” — why  I  was 
there.  These  people  really  did  need 
my  help. 

Throughout  the  days,  I  laid  con¬ 
crete  and  tile,  cleaned  windows, 
painted,  picked  up  trash,  construct¬ 
ed  a  Sunday  school  building,  reno¬ 
vated  a  set  of  chairs,  cooked  food 
and  purchased  groceries. 

These  people  were  all  so  welcom¬ 
ing  and  warm.  They  treated  me  like 
a  member  of  the  family.  The  pover¬ 
ty  and  simplicity  of  life,  the  broth¬ 
erhood  among  the  people  and  the 
overarching  feeling  of  love  toward 
others  still  amazed  me. 

I  had  never  imagined  such  trust 
in  the  Lord.  God  was  obviously  ev¬ 
erywhere.  I  felt  him  while  worship¬ 
ing  in  the  sanctuary,  hammering  on 
a  roof  top,  hiking  in  the  mountains, 
dodging  waves  on  a  jetty — every¬ 
where. 

This  feeling  was  odd  at  first  but 
comforting  as  time  went  on.  To  me 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may 
share  meaningful  ex¬ 
periences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Michael  R. 

Butz  is  a  a  member  of 
St.  Paul's  United  Meth-  Fi 

odist  Church,  Kensing¬ 
ton,  Md.  (Baltimore 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for  con¬ 
sideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  pages 
maximum  length)  to  "My  Witness,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 


this  feeling  signified  something  im¬ 
portant  about  these  people,  some¬ 
thing  more  valuable  than  worldly 
possessions,  of  which  they  had  few. 

I’ve  pondered  numerous  times 
the  significance  of  these  experi¬ 
ences.  I  learned  a  different  kind  of 
love  and  how  to  show  and  accept  it. 

Most  importantly,  and  most  jarring 
to  me  personally,  those  days  among 
poor  Puerto  Rican  villagers  made  me 
realize  that  these  peasants  are  better 
off  than  I — and  perhaps  many  of  us 
who  know  the  comforts  of  plenty. 

Jesus’  remark  concerns  me,  “It  is 
easier  for  a  camel  to  pass  through 
the  eye  of  a  needle  than  for  a  rich 
man  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  Heav¬ 
en.”  Could  I  do  without  my  clothes, 
computer,  movies  and  the  like,  as 
the  Puerto  Ricans  do?  Is  there  pos¬ 
sibly  a  middle  ground  where  I  can 
have  both  wealth  and  faith? 

I  ask,  who  will  most  likely  enter 
the  gates  of  Heaven — a  poor  person 
with  little  education,  living  in  a 
small,  run-down  house,  eating  rice 
and  beans  in  endless  cycles?  Or  a  rich 
man  with  estates,  stocks  and  bonds, 
who  finances  his  child’s  education  in 
the  most  expensive  college? 

I  don’t  know  the  answers,  but  I 
can  now  ask  the  questions.  And  I 
am  searching. 


“. . .  The  whole  spiritual  climate 
in  our  nation  for  young  people  is 
pretty  dark  and  deceiving. ...  We 
just  have  to  let  these  kids  know  that 
they  don’t  have  to  have  all  the  an- 


“In  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ, 
connectionalism  without  renewal  is 
like  tying  one  dead  dog  to  another.” 
— The  Rev.  Samuel  Moffett,  profes¬ 
sor  emeritus,  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary 
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Disciple 


BECOMING  DISCIPLES 
THROUGH  BIBLE  STUDY 


Disciple  is  a  dynamic  approach  to  Bible 
study.  During  the  course  of  34  weeks, 
Disciple  study  groups  move  through  the 
Scriptures  from  Genesis  to  Revelation. 
Each  week,  a  major  theme  helps  the 
group  grow  in  understanding  the  Bible. 
Through  the  sharing  of  theological  views, 
group  discussions,  and  video 
presentations,  the  12-member  study 
group  will  be  inspired  and  transformed 
into  better  Christian  disciples. 

Through  Disciple,  you  can  help 
strengthen  adults  and  youth  in  their 
sense  of  being  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ, 
ready  to  witness  for  him  in  a  troubled 
world.  And,  as  Jesus  called  the  Twelve, 
you  will  form  groups  of  12  for  a  time  of 
challenging  Bible  study  and  spiritual 
formation. 

If  you  want  to  lead  a  Disciple  study 
group,  you  should  attend  a  national 
training  seminar  in  preparation  for  this 
responsibility.  You  will  benefit  from 
quality  leadership  training  as  well  as  gain 
valuable  hands-on  experience  with  the 
Disciple  resources.  You  will  also  have  the 
opportunity  to  exchange  ideas  and 


experiences  with  persons  from  across  the 
country  who  share  the  goal  of  developing 
Christian  disciples. 

Registration  Is  limited  for  each  location. 
Act  now! 

To  register  for  training  or  for  more 
information,  call  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789 
(west  of  the  Rockies,  call  toll  free: 
1-800-251-8591),  or  write  to: 

Cokesbury 
Disciple  Bible  Study 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
Attn:  Wini  GrizzU 


Cokesbury 

Books  •  Bibles  •  Church  Supplies  / 


Faith  in  the  world 
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WAR  ON  DRUGS:  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  members  of  three  historically  black 
Methodist  denominations  are  being  urged  to  be¬ 
come  actively  involved  in  the  fight  against  drug 
abuse.  The  Commission  on  Pan-Methodist  Co¬ 
operation  is  calling  on  members  to  sponsor 
marches  for  drug-free  communities,  to  provide 
counseling  and  referral  assistance,  to  establish 
Narcotics  Anonymous  groups,  and  to  make  in¬ 
dividual  Christian  witness  against  substance 
abuse.  Besides  United  Methodists,  the  commis¬ 
sion  includes  African  Methodist  Episcopal,  Af¬ 
rican  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  and  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  churches. 

HYMNAL  IS  A  HIT:  When  the  first 

congregation  to  order  the  new  United  Method¬ 
ist  Hymnal  received  the  books  this  month,  the 
congregation  was  “so  excited”  that  it  doubled 
the  order!  Soon  after  100  hymn  books  arrived  at 
Central  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jackson, 
Miss.,  May  7,  the  500-member  congregation  re¬ 
quested  125  more.  The  Rev.  Emest  L.  Henry, 
Central’s  pastor,  credits  former  pastor  Wendell 
P.  Taylor  and  church  trustee  W.R.  Patton  for 
ordering  the  new  hymnals  upon  approval  by  the 
1988  General  Conference.  The  two  retired  men 
donated  S 1 ,000  to  purchase  the  books  in  honor 
of  family  members. 

CLOSE  ECONOMIC  GAP:  Seven 
United  Methodists  are  among  20  religious  lead¬ 
ers  who  signed  a  statement 
in  response  to  a  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decision 
against  a  required  quota 
system  for  minority  em¬ 
ployees  and  minority- 
owned  businesses.  The 
group  was  convened  May  3 
by  the  Rev.  Charles  Stith, 
president  of  the  Boston- 
based  national  Organization  for  a  New  Equali¬ 
ty.  “We  felt  it  was  critical  to  give  a  moral  edge 
to  the  debate  about  where  our  society  ought  to 
be  heading  regarding  economic  opportunity  for 
those  who  live  on  society’s  margins,”  said  Mr. 
Stith,  who  is  pastor  of  Union  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Boston. 

STOP  CHILD  OBSCENITY:  United 

Methodists  are  being  encouraged  by  their  bish¬ 
ops  to  mobilize  efforts  to  combat  exploitation 
of  children.  “Evidence  is  mounting  that  chil¬ 
dren  are  being  victimized  through  acts  of  vio¬ 
lence  and  criminal  profiteering  through 
hard-core  pornography  and  child  obscenity," 
the  bishops  said  during  their  meeting  in  Ra¬ 
leigh,  N.C,  last  month.  Annual  conferences  and 
national  boards  of  the  church  are  asked  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  concern  in  accordance  with  a  state¬ 
ment  by  the  1988  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  body. 

UNTAPPED  RESOURCE:  What  age 

group  has  more  time,  money  and  experience  to 
give  to  The  United  Methodist  Church  than  any 
other?  Retired  United  Methodists.  That’s  what 
Dr.  Hilbert  Berger  told  85  United  Methodists 
from  22  states  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Stewardship  Leaders  in 
Oklahoma  City.  “We  must  see  our  retired  genera¬ 
tion  as  energizers  for  the  church,”  said  Dr.  Berger. 

RUN  FOR  UNIVERSITY:  United 

Methodist  runners,  joggers  and  walkers,  on  your 
mark!  The  International  Congress  of  United 
Methodist  Men  will  spike  its  quadrennial  gath¬ 
ering  at  Purdue  University  in  West  Lafayette, 
Ind.,  with  a  “Fellowship  Walk  and  Run”  July 
16.  At  the  crack  of  dawn  (at  6  a.m.),  there  will 
be  three  activities  to  “exercise  your  bodies  and 
your  spirits":  a  one-mile  fun  run,  a  two-mile 
walk  or  a  6.2-mile  race.  Entry  fee  is  $10.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  go  to  the  proposed  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  university  in  Africa. 

Compiled  From  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


Charles  Stith 


National  Council  of  Churches:  'Wounded' 


Efforts  to  oust  chief  executive  end  in  deadlock  after  he  blasts  critics 


By  STEPHEN  1.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

LEXINGTON,  Ky.— “We  are 
a  wounded  community.” 

That’s  how  United  Methodist 
Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove 
(West  Virginia  Area)  described 
the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  top  policy-making 
body  following  a  stormy  semian¬ 
nual  meeting  May  16-19. 

Bishop  Grove  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  NCC  Governing 
Board  had  just  sustained  bomb¬ 
shell  after  bombshell  of  shocking 
developments  during  a  meeting 
intended  primarily  to  review  and 
adopt  plans  for  revamping  the 
organization  of  the  body. 

Those  plans,  which  were 
brought  to  the  board  by  a  special 
“Committee  of  15”  chaired  by 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Melvin 
Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area),  were 

What's  true, 
false  about 
new  Bible? 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

LEXINGTON,  Ky.— You  may 
have  heard  rumors  in  recent 
years  that  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  is  putting  out  a  new 
translation  of  the  Bible. 

The  rumors  are  true. 

At  their  semiannual  meeting 
last  week,  members  of  the  NCC 
governing  board  endorsed  plans 
to  print  in  1990  a  revised  version 
of  the  most  widely  used  Ameri¬ 
can  translation  of  the  Scriptures, 
the  Revised  Standard  Version. 

You  also  may  have  heard  ru¬ 
mors  that  the  new  translation 
does  away  with  masculine  refer¬ 
ences  to  God. 

Those  rumors  are  false. 

According  to  Dr.  Bruce 
Metzger  of  Princeton,  N.J.,  chair 
of  the  committee  responsible  for 
the  new  translation,  no  changes 
have  been  made  in  language  per¬ 
taining  to  God. 

“The  revision  uses  masculine 
pronouns  for  God,  but  it  does  not 
unnecessarily  repeat  those  pro¬ 
nouns  in  extended  references,” 
Dr.  Metzger  told  a  May  18  news 
conference. 

The  NCC’s  Division  of  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  holds  copy- 


eventually  adopted  after  a  tedious 
and  sometimes  contentious  sec- 
tion-by-section  revision  process. 

The  revised  plans,  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  adopted  on  the  final  day, 
call  for  council  program  units  to 
have  more  control  over  their  op¬ 
erations.  The  plans  also  reduce 
the  authority  of  the  governing 
board  (renamed  the  General 
Board)  and  of  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive’s  office. 

The  new  structure  will  provide 
a  kind  of  “reality  therapy"  for 
the  council,  composed  of  32 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  denom¬ 
inations,  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Huston,  United  Methodism’s  top 
ecumenical  official. 

It  will  “give  the  opportunity 
for  member  denominations  to 
clarify  what  they  will  really  sup¬ 
port  fiscally,”  he  said. 

Steps  toward  approving  the 
new  structure  had  scarcely  begun 


rights  to  the  Revised  Standard 
Version,  first  published  in  its  en¬ 
tirety  in  1952. 

The  Rev.  Arthur  Van  Eck,  the 
top  NCC  staff  official  for  that  di¬ 
vision,  said  the  new  translation 
was  authorized  in  1972  and  got 
underway  in  1974. 

“The  New  Revised  Standard 
Version  will  be  available  for  pur¬ 
chase  during  the  summer  of 
1990,”  Dr.  Van  Eck  said. 


on  the  meeting’s  first  day  when 
the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  the 
NCC’s  chief  executive,  stunned 
the  183  board  members  present 
(out  of  a  possible  268)  with  the 
first  bombshell:  a  report  making 
a  blunt  attack  on  his  critics. 

Dr.  Brouwer  castigated  those 
who  he  said  have  spread  “ru¬ 
mors,  innuendo  and  false 
charges”  about  him  and  his 
"leadership  style.” 

Alluding  to  a  long-standing 
conflict  with  the  council’s  relief 
arm,  Dr.  Brouwer  said: 

“The  problem  is  that  I  have 
dared  to  speak  truth  to  the  will  to 
power — particularly  within 
Church  World  Service.  The  pow¬ 
erful  are  not  accustomed  to  such 
behavior,  and  they  are  outraged.” 

Hallway  reactions  to  the  22- 
page  speech  ranged  from  stunned 
disbelief  and  charges  of  “inap¬ 
propriate”  and  “ill-advised”  to 


Dr.  Metzger,  professor  emeri¬ 
tus  of  New  Testament  at  Prince¬ 
ton  Theological  Seminary,  was 
involved  with  the  production  of 
the  original  Revised  Standard 
Version. 

He  said  a  new  translation  was 
needed  for  three  reasons: 

1)  The  discovery  of  new  manu¬ 
scripts,  such  as  the  Dead  Sea 
scrolls,  that  are  older  than  any 
available  when  the  Revised 


admiring  assessments  of  “coura¬ 
geous”  and  “daring.” 

The  second  bombshell  hit  the 
next  day.  The  Governing  Board 
heard  its  36-member  executive 
committee  call  for  “new  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  office  of  general  secre¬ 
tary”  that  would  be  more 
compatible  with  the  proposed 
new  structure. 

A  stunned  silence  ensued. 
Then  board  members  tabled  the 
recommendation  until  adoption 
of  the  revised  Committee  of  15 
structure  report. 

The  final  bombshell  fell  on  the 
last  day.  A  vote  on  the  recom¬ 
mendation  to  replace  Dr. 
Brouwer  lost  57-57  with  12  ab¬ 
stentions.  NCC  President  Patri¬ 
cia  McClurg,  a  Presbyterian, 
refused  to  cast  a  vote  and  break 
the  tie. 

No  one  could,  or  would,  say 


Standard  Version  was  issued. 

2)  Language  studies  outside  the 
Bible  that  have  cast  new  light  on 
the  meaning  of  biblical  language. 

3)  Changes  in  meaning  of  En¬ 
glish  language  words. 

The  psalter  section  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Hymnal,  whose  de¬ 
livery  began  this  month,  uses  the 
new  translation.  That  was  made 
possible  by  a  special  agreement 
with  the  NCC. 


Arie  Brower 

. . .  embattled  NCC  executive 


for  sure  what  the  vote  meant  ex¬ 
cept  ongoing  uncertainty  and  di¬ 
vision  within  a  body  aimed  at 
promoting  Christian  unity. 

Africa  U. 
tots  up 
$500,000 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

RALEIGH,  N.C.— Enthusi¬ 
asm  for  the  proposed  United 
Methodist  university  in  Africa  is 
showing — to  the  tune  more  of 
than  $500,000. 

That’s  how  much  has  come  in 
from  across  the  church  so  far  to 
support  the  school  planned  for 
Old  Mutare.  Zimbabwe. 

The  1988  General  Conference 
allocated  $20  million  for  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  university. 

Receipts  through  April  showed 
$376,506  paid  through  appor¬ 
tionments  and  $140,832  given 
through  voluntary  giving  to  the 
World  Service  Specials  account. 

There  are  signs  of  growing  en¬ 
thusiasm  throughout  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  said  Bishop 
Emilio  de  Carvalho  (Angola  Area), 
chairman  of  the  university  board. 

His  most  touching  experience 
related  to  the  university,  he  add¬ 
ed,  was  on  a  recent  visit  to  Ot¬ 
tumwa,  Iowa. 

Children  from  an  elementary- 
age  Sunday  school  class  there 
gave  him  $  1 1 7 — $  1 7  more  than 
they  had  pledged  to  raise  for  the 
African  university. 


New  Revised  Standard 
Version  Changes: 

For  greater  accuracy: 

Romans  8:32 — He  who  did 
not  spare  his  own  Son  but  gave 
him  up  for  us  all.  .  .  . 

New  RSV — He  who  did  not 
withhold  his  own  Son  but  gave 
him  up  for  all  of  us.  .  .  . 

For  improved  clarity: 

Exodus  11:8 — And  he  left 
Pharaoh  in  hot  anger.  .  .  . 

New  RSV — And  in  hot  anger 
he  left  Pharaoh.  .  .  . 

For  more  intelligible  English: 

2  Corinthians  6:11  —  Our 


mouth  is  open  to  you,  Corinthi¬ 
ans;  our  heart  is  wide. 

New  RSV — We  have  spoken 
frankly  to  you  Corinthians;  our 
heart  is  wide  open. 

To  avoid  ambiguous  English: 

Psalms  50:9 — I  will  accept  no 
bull  from  your  house. 

New  RSV — I  will  not  accept  a 
bull  from  your  house. 

To  eliminate  unnecessary 
masculine  renderings: 

Revelation  21:3 — The  dwell¬ 
ing  of  God  is  with  men. 

New  RSV — The  home  of  God 
is  among  mortals. 


Are  congregations  ready  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  abroad? 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

OAXTEPEC,  Mexico — Is  your 
congregation  ready  to  enter  the 
third  millenium  of  proclaiming 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
world? 

Chances  are  the  answer  is 
“No.” 

Fewer  than  15  percent  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations  direct¬ 
ly  support  people  in  mission,  says 
the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman,  newly 
elected  head  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  overseas  mission  agency. 


Mr.  Harman  pointed  out  that 
only  5,000  of  the  denomination's 
37,000  congregations  in  the 
United  States  send  direct  support 
to  missionaries  or  support  mis¬ 
sion  personnel  through  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

William  Wyman,  treasurer  of 
the  overseas  mission  agency,  said  a 
$4  million  reserve  being  tapped  to 
help  fund  current  programs  will  be 
exhausted  before  the  end  of  1 990. 

Strained  mission  budgets  re¬ 
strict  opportunities  to  forge  new 
work,  officials  said. 

That  data,  along  with  stories  of 


new  mission  efforts,  helped  out¬ 
line  the  formidable  overseas  mis¬ 
sion  challenge  facing  the 
denomination  in  the  final  decade 
of  the  20th  century.  The  infor¬ 
mation  was  presented  during  a 
recent  weeklong  "Mission  En¬ 
counter”  in  Mexico  for  58  elect¬ 
ed  directors  of  the  World 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Those  directors  spent  four 
days  reviewing  mission  goals  and 
offering  ideas  for  future  work. 

The  Rev.  William  Hemphill 
Jr.,  a  director  from  Hockessin. 


Del.,  urged  the  agency  to  consid¬ 
er  whether  sending  more  U.S. 
missionaries,  instead  of  recruit¬ 
ing  nationals  to  work  in  their 
own  countries,  was  a  good  bud¬ 
get  decision. 

Even  though  nationals  require 
less  financial  support,  the  denomi¬ 
nation  is  under  pressure  from  its 
U.S.  members  to  send  more  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  the  United  States, 
several  directors  said. 

Mr.  Hemphill  said  U.S.  congre¬ 
gations  need  to  understand  that 
nationals  in  mission  and  interna¬ 
tionals  [people  from  outside  the 


United  States  sent  across  borders 
as  mission  workers]  are  also  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

Other  directors  urged  in¬ 
creased  development  of  “cove¬ 
nant"  relationships  between  U.S. 
churches  and  overseas  churches. 
That  approach  was  approved  by 
the  1988  General  Conference, 
United  Methodism’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body. 

Annua!  conferences  and  over¬ 
seas  churches  in  a  covenant  rela- 
tionship  share  resources  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel  and  support 
each  other’s  mission  activities. 


CONVERSATIONAL  SPANISH  LANGUAGE 
PROGRAM 
July  17-28,  1989 
*$799.00 

EVENT:  Consistent  with  the  Church’s  increasing  service  to  Hispanic  populations  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Latin  America  is  the  need  for  cultural  and  linguistic  preparedness  of  her  clergy  and  lay 
people.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  pleased  to  announce  a  special  two-week  summer  seminar  which 
will  provide  those  who  are  involved  in  expanding  the  Church's  Hispanic  ministry  with  the  basic  Span¬ 
ish  conversational  and  cultural  knowledge  necessary  to  work  effectively  within  these  communities. 
Participants  will  be  lay  and  clergy  church  leadership  from  churches  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  Western  Jurisdiction  including;  vol¬ 
unteers  in  mission;  leaders,  domestic  and  international;  pastors;  community  ministry  professionals;  and  lay  persons.  These  participants 
must  be  able  to  participate  fully  from  8:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  for  the  two  week  period. 

Language:  The  program  will  include  50  hours  of  classroom  Spanish  language  instruction.  The  students  will  spend  most  of  their 
time  speaking  In  and  not  about  Spanish,  thus  giving  them  the  opportunity  to  use  Spanish  in  communication  rather  than  in  trans¬ 
lation.  The  course  content  will  equip  students  to  function  in  practical  and  ministry-related  situations  and  include  relevant 
vocabulary. 

Cultural  Awareness:  A  candid  “nuts  and  bolts"  training  session  will  be  held  to  help  participants  better  understand  the  value  system  and 
ways  of  their  Hispanic  counterparts. 

Tours:  Participants  will  visit  cultural  and  ministry  settings  in  El  Paso  and  Juarez,  such  as  museums,  missions,  churches,  and  historical 
monuments. 

Excursions:  A  trip  to  Chihuahua  City,  Mexico,  250  miles  south  of  El  Paso,  will  be  planned  during  the  weekend  of  July  21-23,  1989.  Tour 
the  city,  visit  museums,  Methodist  Church  projects  and  worship  at  one  of  the  Methodist  Churches.  Price  includes  hotel,  transportation  and 
all  meals. 

For  more  information  contact:  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  P.0.  Box  11,  El  Paso,  TX  79940.  (915) 
533-8286. 

•Cost  includes  registration,  course  and  workshops,  excursions,  hotel,  transportation  and  noon  meals. 


Center  For  Cross-Cultural 
Educational  Ministries. 


Reporter 
receives  2 
press  awards 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Managing  Editor 


TORONTO — An  international 
religious-journalism  association  pre¬ 
sented  its  award  last  week  for  the 
best  newspaper  feature  story  of  1988 
to  The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

The  story,  headlined  “10  years  af¬ 
ter,  Jonestown  massacre  remem¬ 
bered,”  by  Associate  Editor 
Stephen  L.  Swecker  won  the  Associ¬ 
ated  Church  Press  Award  of  Merit. 

The  judge’s  citation  called  the  arti¬ 
cle  “a  timely  look  back  and  forward" 
and  noted  that  most  journalists  had 
“virtually  forgotten  Jonestown.” 

Reporter  Associate  Editor  Cynthia 
B.  Astle  won  an  honorable  mention 
from  the  Associated  Church  Press  for 
her  design  of  the  Aug.  19,  1988,  front 
page  for  the  Reporter’s  national  edi¬ 
tion.  There  was  no  award  of  merit 
winner  in  that  category. 


The  best  church-press  feature  for  1988. 


Faith  at  work 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 

Faith- 

connections 

MISSION  MAGAZINE  CUT:  New 

World  Outlook,”  the  United  Methodist  mission 
board’s  award-winning  flagship  publication,  got 
its  sails  trimmed  last  month,  from  10  issues  a 
year  to  six.  The  new  bimonthly  magazine  will 
have  24  pages  with  an  eight-page  newsletter 
supplement.  The  Rev.  Susan  Keim  Kester,  a 
mission  board  staff  member,  said  the  cuts  were 
made  because  of  a  $356,000  deficit  during  1988 
in  the  board  unit  producing  the  publication. 

DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER:  The  for 

mer  president  of  Scarritt  Graduate  School  has 
been  named  chief  develop¬ 
ment  officer  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  Founda¬ 
tion.  The  Rev.  Donald  J. 

Welch  is  to  begin  his  new  du¬ 
ties  in  June.  Dr.  Welch  suc¬ 
ceeds  the  Rev.  William  T. 

Stephenson,  who  assumed  the 
director  of  church  relations 
role  at  Methodist  Hospitals  of  Donald  Welch 
Dallas  in  mid-April.  For  the  past  year  Dr. 
Welch,  an  ordained  member  of  the  South  Caro- 
”  lina  Annual  Conference,  has  been  vice  president 
for  institutional  advancement  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Wesleyan  College  in  Macon,  Ga. 
The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor  and 
chief  executive  of  the  Reporter,  said  Dr.  Welch 
possesses  a  combination  of  skills  and  experience 
that  uniquely  suit  him  for  his  new  task.  The  Re¬ 
porter’s  development  efforts  to  date  have  raised 
$600,000  toward  goals  that  include  erection  of  a 
new  Communications  Center  on  land  owned  by 
the  newspaper.  They  also  include  a  permanent 
endowment  to  help  offset  costs  of  the  newspa¬ 
per’s  expanding  services  to  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences. 

REACH  BABY  BOOMERS:  More 

than  200  leaders  of  New  Life  Mission  were 
urged  to  consider  more  than  one  evangelism  ap¬ 
proach — especially  to  reach  “baby  boomers" — 
during  a  recent  four-day  “retooling”  confer¬ 
ence.  The  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  a  research 
consultant,  told  the  participants  that  to  reach 
“boomers”  the  church  must  provide  “stability 
and  connectedness.”  That’s  because  people  in 
this  segment  of  the  population,  bom  between 
1946  and  1964,  tend  to  move  every  three  years. 
The  program  was  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

HYMNAL  AIDS:  A  new  music  publish¬ 
ing  unit  will  be  established  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville.  Initially 
the  unit  is  to  produce  items  to  support  and  en¬ 
hance  use  of  the  new  United  Methodist  Hymnal 
that’s  being  delivered  to  churches  starting  this 
month.  The  first  new  products  are  to  be  avail¬ 
able  from  retail  outlets  in  the  fall  of  1 990. 

TRIAL  SCHOLARSHIP:  The  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University  in  At¬ 
lanta  and  the  Lilly  Endowment  have  established 
a  Trial  Year  Scholarship  program  for  United 
Methodists  who  have  the  potential  to  excel  in 
ministry  as  a  vocation.  Scholarship  recipients 
receive  a  full  tuition  award  for  one  year  of  full- 
time  study  in  Candler’s  master  of  divinity  pro¬ 
gram.  The  application  deadline  is  July  1.  More 
information:  (404)  727-6326. 

SPECIAL  MAILINGS:  Look  for  some¬ 
thing  new  soon  in  your  church’s  mailbox.  Stephen 
Potter,  marketing  director  of  Discipleship  Re¬ 
sources — distribution  arm  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Discipleship — said  his 
agency  plans  to  mail  minicatalogs  geared  to  spe¬ 
cific  topics:  stewardship.  Lent,  Advent,  etc.  He 
said  more  Spanish  resources  also  are  in  the  works. 
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Impossible  dreams  come  true  at  Foothills 


California  congregation 
uses  'good,  hard  work ' 
to  bring  people  to  Christ 


People  called  United  Methodist 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

LA  MESA.  Calif. — They  dream 
"impossible  dreams”  at  Foothills 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Then  they  make  those  dreams 
come  true. 

This  900-member  United 
Methodist  congregation  near  San 
Diego  "made  a  decision  to  be 
evangelists,  to  be  open  to  people 
and  to  be  willing  to  translate  atti¬ 
tude  into  good,  hard  work,”  said 
the  Rev.  James  R.  Mahin,  senior 
pastor. 

That  “good,  hard  work”  has 
brought  Foothills  UMC  two  con¬ 
secutive  “bishop’s  awards”  for 
growth.  Its  membership  went  up 
99  in  1986,  133  in  1987  and  151 
in  1988. 

Visitation  vital  to  growth 

Visitation  plays  a  major  part  in 
Foothills  UMC’s  success. 

“Dr.  Jim,”  as  members  call  their 
pastor,  spends  a  majority  of  his 
week  just  seeing  people.  Members 
of  the  church’s  program  staff  also 
regularly  visit  people  involved  in 
their  areas  of  ministry. 

Dr.  Mahin  and  his  wife,  Chris¬ 
tina,  welcome  new  members  to 
the  church  with  monthly  dinners 
at  the  parsonage. 

Laypeople  visit  on  a  regular 
basis  as  well,  said  Lay  Leader 
Larry  Skeels.  On  Sunday  after¬ 
noons,  teams  bringing  loaves  of 
homemade  bread  calf  on  first¬ 
time  visitors.  / 

The  Foothills  programs  are  de¬ 
signed  intentionally  to  make  the 
church  more  personal  and  more 
accessible  to  newcomers,  Dr. 
Mahin  said. 

Small  groups  key  to  design 

Dr.  Mahin  and  others  describe 
this  as  a  way  to  "ensmall”  the 
growing  church. 

Member  Dorothy  Rellerford, 


XI  The  church 

pi  aflame 


who  missed  being  a  Foothills 
charter  member  by  a  few 
months,  estimated  “there  must 
be  100  different  opportunities” 
for  people  to  find  a  small  group 
of  interest  in  the  church. 

“It  makes  people  feel  like  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  of  the  church,  not  just 
of  Sunday  worship,”  she  said. 

Among  the  groups: 

■  Twenty-one  different  vocal 
and  instrumental  choirs,  includ¬ 
ing  a  70-voice  adult  Chancel 
Choir,  eight  handbell  choirs  and 
a  “kindermusik”  program  that 
attracts  between  120  and  150 
children  each  week. 

■  A  pre-school  of  such  high 
reputation  that  parents  have 
camped  on  the  church  lawn  to  be 
early  for  registration. 

■  “Tuesday  for  Teens,”  a  four- 
part  program  of  worship,  music, 
dinner  and  Bible  study  for  junior 
high  students. 

■  “Children’s  Specials,” 
monthly  outings  for  elementary- 
age  youngsters. 

■  Adult  groups  of  many  inter¬ 
ests,  including  a  little-theater 
company  that  produces  two  plays 
annually. 

Those  experiences,  combined 
with  powerful  Sunday  worship 
(see  accompanying  story),  are 
just  the  beginning. 

Foothills  UMC  held  a  “Dare 
to  Dream”  session  this  month  to 
imagine  what  ministries  and  mis¬ 
sions  the  church  would  pursue  as 
it  enters  the  21st  century. 

Whatever  challenges  those 
dreams  present,  the  congregation 
will  be  ready,  said  music  director 
Denny  Lang. 

“We  always  meet  our  chal¬ 
lenges,”  said  Mr.  Lang.  “It’s  al- 


4-J-1 


I  A  litre  A  ..  ,  ,  _  ,  ™  amrr  rmm/a  Dl  Linmw  B.  UIU 

LA  MESA,  Calif.  Members  of  Foothills  United  Methodist  Church  perform  in  the  farce  "The 
Torchbearers"  during  a  recent  fellowship  event.  From  left  are  Jerry  Watts,  Cheryl  Bennett,  Don- 
na  Yackey  (back  to  camera)  and  Jack  Edwards.  The  cast  and  crew,  according  to  the  program, 
hope  that  all  hearts  will  be  cheered  and  encouraged  in  the  tasks  of  daily  life  by  their  efforts  in 
this  gift.  The  play's  proceeds  benefited  the  church's  general  fund. 


most  routine- 
miracle.” 


-just  another 


"The  Church  Aflame"  series 
features  United  Methodist  con¬ 


gregations  of  all  sizes  that  are 
growing  numerically,  shoulder¬ 
ing  their  fair  share  of  the  denom¬ 
ination's  financial  obligations 
and  offering  outstanding  minis¬ 


tries  in  their  communities.  To 
nominate  a  church  write 
"Church  Aflame,"  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Pastor  combines  music,  Gospel 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LA  MESA,  Calif. — The  Rev. 
James  R.  Mahin  believes  he  can 
put  across  God’s  message 
through  modem  musicals. 

His  medium  may  be  a  touch 
too  “Hollywood”  for  more  tradi¬ 
tional  churches. 

But  Dr.  Mahin  uses  his  pulpit 
presence  and  rich  baritone  voice 
to  turn  a  native  American  art 
form  into  a  vehicle  that  teaches 
the  salvation  of  Christ. 

“A  musical  is  a  burning  bush,” 


said  Dr.  Mahin.  “We’re  standing 
on  holy  ground  when  we  can  see 
God’s  presence  in  the  world, 
such  as  in  a  musical.” 

That’s  why  his  congregation  at 
Foothills  United  Methodist 
Church  is  often  treated  to  what 
Dr.  Mahin  calls  “A  Sermon  in 
Word  and  Song.” 

On  a  recent  Sunday,  the  musi¬ 
cal  was  “Man  of  La  Mancha," 
the  Broadway  show  based  on  Mi¬ 
guel  de  Cervantes’  classic  book, 
“Don  Quixote.” 

Dr.  Mahin,  backed  by  Foot¬ 


hills’  Chancel  Choir,  used  “La 
Mancha’s”  music  to  assert  the 
need  to  keep  faith  in  God  and  be 
a  disciple  of  Christ. 

“Worship  is  the  profound  cen¬ 
ter  of  existence  if  a  church  is  going 
to  grow,"  Dr.  Mahin  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  “There  needs  to  be  a  sense 
of  drama,  a  sense  of  vitality.” 

“I  think  people  need  to  be  able 
to  walk  out  of  a  church  and  say, 
as  Tevye  did  in  ‘Fiddler  on  the 
Roof,’  ‘To  Life!’ — to  life  and 
love  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Johnstown  flood  survivor 
recalls  1889  'disaster' 

A  hundred  years  ago  this 
month,  flood  waters  ravaged 
Johnstown,  Pa. 

Elsie  Frum,  at 
1 06  the  oldest  liv¬ 
ing  survivor  and 
a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist 
Church,  remem¬ 
bers  it  well.  She  I 
and  her  family! 
narrowly  escaped  Elsie  Frum 
being  swept  away  in  what  has 
since  become  synonymous  with 


“natural  disaster” — the  1889 
Johnstown  Flood. 

The  flood  killed  2,209  people — 
three  times  the  toll  of  the  1906  San 
Francisco  earthquake.  As  the  May 
3 1  centennial  of  the  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  disaster  approaches,  Mrs. 
Frum  and  her  family — from  an  85- 
year-old  daughter  to  a  3-year-old 
great-great  grandson — have  been 
showered  with  attention. 

A  nine-page  text-and-photo 
feature  story  in  the  May  issue  of 
“Smithsonian”  magazine  re¬ 
counts  the  flood,  including  Mrs. 
Frum’s  still-vivid  memories. 


Mrs.  Frum’s  church  honored 
her  in  absentia  May  7  with  a  spe¬ 
cial  tribute,  including  a  plaque 
and  a  worship  service  featuring 
her  favorite  hymns. 

She  joined  what  now  is  First 
UMC  in  1937.  Until  a  year  ago, 
she  came  to  church  and  Sunday 
school  every  Sunday,  according 
to  church  secretary,  Hazel  Burk¬ 
holder. 

Unfortunately,  although  she’s 
physically  active  and  alert,  she 
has  difficulty  walking  and  can’t 
manage  the  stairs  at  church,  Ms. 
Burkholder  said. 


“This  year’s  mother-daughter 
banquet  was  the  first  one  Elsie’s 
missed,”  she  said. 

Mrs.  Frum  told  the  Reporter, 
“I  really  miss  it  [going  to 
church].” 

She  called  all  the  attention 
she’s  received  as  a  living  remind¬ 
er  of  one  of  the  nation's  worst 
peacetime  disasters  “hectic.” 
“But  I  don’t  mind  it,”  she  said 
with  a  chuckle. 

Memories  of  the  flood  no  long¬ 
er  bother  her,  she  said,  although 


they  used  to.  “I’ve  been  through 
a  lot  since  then,”  she  said. 

Alaska  Pacific  professor 
listed  among  top  teachers 

A  professor  of  human  resources 
and  education  at  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Alaska  Pacific  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Anchorage  was  honored  as 
one  of  the  country’s  top  teachers 
by  the  American  Association  for 
Higher  Education. 

Dr.  Barbara  Goldberg  was  one 
of  100  college  and  high  school 
teachers  recognized  for  helping  stu¬ 
dents  achieve  “against  the  odds.” 


Brazilian  center  lets  us 
help  train  poor  residents 


Church  kicks  up  its  heels  at  dances 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

“If  you  can  listen  and  pray  with 
these  people  and  not  come  here 
with  any  ready-made  answers,  then 
you  have  a  place  in  our  program,” 
said  Gordon  Greathouse,  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  assigned  to 
Belo  Horizonte,  Brazil. 

Mr.  Greathouse,  from  Portland, 
Ore.,  and  his  wife,  Maria  Tereza  of 
Brazil,  direct  the  Sao  Gabriel  Com¬ 
munity  Center. 


SILK  SCREENED  APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 

today? 
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It  receives  money  from  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 
That’s  the  program  of  designated, 
second-mile  giving  for  ministries  not 
funded  by  denominational  askings. 

The  center,  open  seven  days  a 
week,  is  the  hub  for  at  least  10  ma¬ 
jor  activities  in  a  slum  of  Brazil’s 
third  largest  city.  It  has  a  carpentry 
shop,  a  weaving  unit,  a  vegetable 
garden,  a  mothers’-day-out  club,  a 
pre-school  and  a  health  clinic. 

Last  year  two  programs  were  add¬ 
ed  to  the  list: 

•  A  Community  Laundry,  training 
women  from  the  neighborhood  to 
run  a  small  business.  Workers  col¬ 
lect  at  least  300  pieces  of  clothes 
each  week  to  be  washed,  dried  and 
pressed.  By  doing  the  work  they 
earn  wages  for  their  families. 

•  Habitat  for  Humanity,  an  ecu¬ 
menical  group  based  in  the  United 
States.  The  group  plans  to  build  200 
low-cost  homes  for  poor  families 
who  live  in  one-room  shacks  at  the 
edge  of  the  city. 

Volunteers  assist  with  Bible  study. 


worship  services,  home  visitation 
and  family  counseling.  The  staff  con¬ 
sists  of  students  from  Methodist  sem¬ 
inaries  in  Brazil  and  Germany. 

When  the  Greathouses  came  to 
the  center  in  1978,  community  resi¬ 
dents  didn’t  readily  accept  the  cou¬ 
ple's  new  programs.  So  the 
missionaries  decided  to  provide  just 
athletic  activities  in  a  Christian  en¬ 
vironment  for  the  neighborhood 
children. 

“But  as  the  children  came  out  in 
greater  numbers,  the  parents  came, 
too,”  said  Mr.  Greathouse.  “They 
wanted  to  know  why  their  children 
loved  coming  here  every  Sunday  af¬ 
ternoon. 

“Soon  we  began  to  evangelize  en¬ 
tire  families.  And  that’s  how  the 
center  began.” 

Gifts  to  support  the  “Sao  Gabriel 
Center”  can  be  made  via  your  con¬ 
ference  treasurer  and  designated  for 
Advance  Special  No.  009948-7. 


There  was  a  time  when  Method¬ 
ists  wouldn’t  have  gone  dancing  on 
a  Saturday  night — let  alone  allow 
their  church  to  rent  space  or  spon¬ 
sor  the  activity! 

In  fact,  dancing  was  condemned 
by  the  1872  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as 
“imprudent  conduct”  that  members 
should  avoid. 

“What  a  difference  a  hundred 
years  makes,”  said  the  Rev.  Douglas 
W.  Vernon,  pastor  of  488-member 
St.  Timothy  United  Methodist 
Church  in  northwest  Detroit. 

For  the  past  10  years,  anywhere 
from  80  to  150  people  have  gath¬ 
ered  at  the  church  once  a  month 
from  September  to  June — usually 
on  the  third  Saturday — for  three 
hours  of  “contra”  dancing. 

Mr.  Vernon  said  he’s  not  aware 
of  anyone  in  his  congregation  who 
objects  to  the  use  of  the  church  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  for  the  event. 

Contra  dancing,  described  as  the 
most  sociable  form  of  dancing  ever 
invented — and  maybe  the  least  flirta¬ 
tious — employs  many  of  the  same 
maneuvers  as  square  dancing  but  is 
done  in  opposing  lines. 

“[It]  forces  you  to  change  part¬ 
ners  so  often  you  don’t  have  time  to 
get  anything  going  with  anyone,” 
said  one  observer. 

That’s  not  to  say  romance  has 
never  blossomed  during  the  dance 


sessions. 

Mr.  Vernon  said  that’s  how  his 
church  got  two  of  its  most  active 
members — Paul  and  Vickie  Arm¬ 
strong. 

Today,  she’s  the  church’s  educa¬ 
tion  chairwoman.  Although  contra 
dancing  isn’t  an  official  church  pro¬ 
gram,  she  said  it  would  fit  in  as  a 
church  outreach. 

“It  tends  to  have  a  fellowship 
about  it  like  a  church  group’s  fel¬ 
lowship,”  Ms.  Armstrong  said. 

She  said  the  “old-time”  dancing 
program  draws  together  a  group  of 
very  wholesome  people  who  enjoy 
being  around  people  just  because 
they  like  people — not  the  heavy 
drinkers. 

Asked  about  critics  who  frown  on 
dancing  at  a  church,  she  said,  “It 
amazes  me  that  anybody  ever 
thought  like  that. 


COMMON  SENSE 
CHRISTIANITY 

"For  many  who  want  to  be  Christian,  but 
who  cannot  believe  what  they  are  told 
Christians  are  supposed  to  believe,  the 
hook  could  he  a  godsend." 

-  /ohn  B.  Cobb,  lr. 

at  your  annual  conference 
COKESBURY  display 

from  OCCAM  PUBMSHERS 


“But  then,  there  were  people  who 
even  criticized  Jesus  for  frolicking 
with  [His  disciples].” 


TRINITY  STUDIES 

1-800-848-2131 


CLASSIFIED 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION,  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries,  Visitor  Orientation:  Dynamic  suburban 
church.  Housing  possible,  benefits  competitive. 
Send  resume,  salary  needs:  Good  Shepherd  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  9701  New  Hampshire  Av- 
enue.  Silver  Spring,  MD  20903. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRIES  for 
2650-member  church.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Dr.  Karl  K.  Stegall,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  2416  West  Cloverdale  Park,  Mont- 
gomery,  AL  36194, _ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  1500-MEMBER 
church  for  youth  director  with  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  or  other  skills.  Salary  to  be  negotiated. 
Would  consider  full-time  or  part-time.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1981,  Pampa,  TX  79066- 
1981.(806)  669-7411. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  2200- 
member  church.  Music  program  currently  in¬ 
cludes  adult,  youth,  children's  choirs,  handbells, 
orchestra,  brass  and  string  and  vocal  ensembles. 
Send  resume  which  includes  salary  needs  to:  Mu¬ 
sic  Search,  Westbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
5200  Willowbend,  Houston,  TX  77096. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  &  CHILDREN’S  min¬ 
istries,  at  the  FUMC,  Campbellsville,  Kentucky. 
Seeking  individual  with  a  dedication  to  service 
and  church  growth  in  developing  and  implement¬ 
ing  Christian  education  in  an  800-member  congre¬ 
gation.  Starting  salary  range  from  $18,000,  reloca¬ 
tion  allowances,  assistance  in  housing  location. 
Campbellsville  is  the  geographic  center  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  located  near  Green  River  Lake.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  inquiries  to:  Mrs.  Terri  Bright,  FUMC, 

3 1 7  E.  Main,  Campbellsville,  KY  42718. 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Methodist 
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Sexual  immorality  and  pastors 

Author  claims  ministerial  misconduct  found  across  nation 
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By  CAROL  OSTRUM 

Religious  News  Service 

SEATTLE— Members  of  the  tra¬ 
ditional,  mainline  congregation 
considered  the  new  pastor  a  real 
find— dynamic,  well-educated  and 
charismatic. 

But  during  the  next  four  years, 
some  church  members  discovered 
that  the  pastor  had  been  carrying  on 
secretive,  abusive  sexual  relation¬ 
ships  that  included  coercion,  ma¬ 
nipulation  and,  in  several  instances, 
force. 

In  “Is  Nothing  Sacred?  When  Sex 
Invades  the  Pastoral  Relationship,” 
the  Rev.  Marie  M.  Fortune  details  a 
story  of  abuse  and  betrayal  of  pub¬ 
lic  trust  that  she  claims  is  too  often 
the  case  in  the  quiet  congregations 
of  mainline  Protestantism. 

The  just-released  book  addresses 
not  only  betrayal  of  professional 
ethics  and  of  women  who  implicity 
trusted  a  pastor  but  also  an  institu¬ 
tion  “unprepared  and  unwilling  to 
respond,”  the  author  said. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Donovan,  the  fo¬ 


cus  of  this  story,  is  a  fictitious 
name.  His  church,  the  “First 
Church  of  Newburg,”  is  also  not  its 
real  name.  But  the  story  is  true. 

Story  happens  everywhere 

Ms.  Fortune,  the  founder  and  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Center  for 
the  Prevention  of  Sexual  and  Do¬ 
mestic  Violence,  based  in  Seattle, 
said  real  names  aren’t  necessary. 
That’s  because  the  story  belongs  to 
every  community  because  it  has 
happened  there. 

The  United  Church  of  Christ 
minister  said  she  based  the  book 
around  a  case  she  was  involved  in. 
She  was  brought  in  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  district  administration.  She 
interviewed  the  women,  sat  in 
meetings  and  tracked  the  denomi¬ 
nations’  decision-making. 

The  worst  thing  about  this  case, 
she  said,  was  the  violation  of  pro¬ 
fessional  ethics  on  the  pastor’s  part. 

As  pastor,  Donovan  was  trusted 
unconditionally.  He  had  access  that 
no  other  helping  professional  would 
have,  even  a  therapist,  who  isn’t  ex¬ 


pected  to  initiate  visits. 

But  Donovan  was  no  different 
from  any  other  sex  offender,  Ms. 
Fortune  said. 

“He  is  manipulative,  coercive, 
controlling,  predatory  and  some¬ 
times  violent,”  she  writes.  “He  may 
also  be  charming,  bright,  competent 
and  charismatic.  He  is  attracted  to 
powerlessness  and  vulnerability.” 

Leadership  wasn't  prepared 

Besides  pastoral  conduct,  Ms. 
Fortune  focuses  on  what  she  calls 
“the  myopia  of  the  institutional 
church.” 

"For  both  liberal  and  conserva¬ 
tive  churches,  there  is  a  vacuum  in 
addressing  clergy  ethics,”  Ms.  For¬ 
tune  writes.  “Neither  is  prepared  to 
deal  with  the  [morality]  problem 
but  for  different  reasons.” 

Conservative  churches,  she  notes, 
often  deny  the  existence  of  the 
problem.  When  they  are  forced  to 
face  it,  they  call  it  adultery,  ignoring 
the  issue  of  professional  ethics. 

In  more  liberal  churches,  she 
writes,  references  to  clergy  sexual 


misconduct  often  have  been  re¬ 
moved  to  help  protect  pastors’  pri¬ 
vacy.  That’s  because  past  rules  had 
been  used  to  deny  ordination  or 
employment  to  qualified  gay  and 
lesbian  pastors. 

That  was  the  case  in  Donovan’s 
church,  which  was  subsequently  left 
without  any  standards  of  profes¬ 
sional  conduct. 

Offenders  serve  elsewhere 

As  a  result,  Ms.  Fortune  says, 
ministers  who  resign  because  of  sex¬ 
ual  misconduct  may  be  able  to  find 
pastorates  in  other  denominations. 
That’s  because  the  details  of  the  al¬ 
legations  were  never  made  public. 

Through  the  ordeal,  she  reports, 
the  major  difficulty  for  many 
church  members  “was  a  belief  that 
such  things  do  not  really  happen; 
and  if  they  do,  not  in  their  church.” 

"Until  this  all-too-common  prob¬ 
lem  is  brought  into  the  light  of  day, 
the  experience  of  the  First  Church 
of  Newburg  will  be  repeated  over 
and  over,”  she  writes. 


Chapel  rites 
make  hit 
with  players 

Religious  News  Service 

Every  Sunday  from  late  Febru¬ 
ary  to  the  final  World  Series’ 
weekend  in  October — in  major 
and  minor  league  ball  parks — 
baseball  players  gather  for  pri¬ 
vate  worship  services. 

An  estimated  4,000  profession¬ 
al  baseball  players  attend  Base¬ 
ball  Chapel. 

"We  minister  to  about  half  the 
people  in  uniform"  throughout 
the  country,  said  Dave  Swanson. 
Baseball  Chapel’s  executive  di¬ 
rector.  “We  bring  church  to  the 
ballpark.” 

Founded  in  1973,  Baseball 
Chapel  Inc.  was  the  brainchild  of 
Detroit  sportswriter  Watson 
Spoelstra. 

Mr.  Spoelstra  saw  how  difficult 
it  was  for  ball  players  to  get  to 
church  on  Sundays  and  to  worship 
there  free  of  autograph-seekers. 

He  enlisted  the  support  of 
then-Commissioner  Bowie  Kuhn 
and  put  the  idea  into  play  in  the 
major  leagues.  By  1978,  minor 
league  services  were  added. 

Although  the  chapel  service 
varies  somewhat  from  city  to 
city,  it  is  basically  non-denomi- 
national  and  evangelical — with  a 
speaker,  who  might  be  a  former 
professional  athlete,  a  business¬ 
man,  a  missionary,  minister  or 
other  church  worker. 

“Anyone  who’s  committed  their 
life  to  Christ  and  wants  to  talk 
about  it”  may  be  asked  to  address 
the  ballplayers,  Mr.  Swanson  said. 

Specific  requests  for  prayers 
are  fielded  at  the  conclusion. 
These  prayers  may  ask  God  to 
help  keep  players  free  of  injuries 
or  speed  the  recovery  of  someone 
who  has  been  afflicted. 


Praising  God  can  help  people 
overcome  stress,  pastor  says 


By  CHARLES  WILLIS 

Baptist  Press  Service 

RIDGECREST,  N.C.— Praising 
God  during  times  of  difficulty  can 
help  reduce  stress,  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  minister  says. 

The  Rev.  James  Flamming,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  told  the  annual  meeting 
of  Baptist  Book  Store  personnel 
that  praise  diverts  a  person’s  focus 
from  a  consuming  preoccupation 
with  the  self. 

“During  heavy  times  of  stress,  we 
become  totally  preoccupied  with 
our  problems  unless  we  can  get  our¬ 
selves  into  a  mode  of  praise,”  he 
said.  “A  great  deal  of  stress  that  ac¬ 
cumulates  during  the  day  can  be 
handled  during  your  quiet  time.  In 


that  process  you  are  being  re¬ 
deemed  in  His  own  way. 

“In  handling  life  through 
prayer — in  the  presence  of  God — 
you  are  controlling  some  things  be¬ 
fore  they  happen.  You  can  line  up 
your  day  so  that  getting  behind  in 
your  work  doesn’t  create  stress.” 

Stress  can  be  brought  on  by  hav¬ 
ing  to  deal  with  other  people’s  agen¬ 
das,  interpersonal  relationships,  the 
workplace,  overscheduling  and  in¬ 
ner  emotions,  Mr.  Flemming  said. 

Stress  can  be  good  until  it  be¬ 
comes  debilitating,  he  said.  He  lik¬ 
ened  the  process  to  tuning  a  violin. 
"The  strings  must  be  tightened  to 
make  music,”  he  said. 

He  continued,  “Let  your  stress 
come  from  what  you  can’t  control, 
not  what  you  can  control.  You 


Sunday  school  classmates  coach 
winning  girls  basketball  teams 


Lots  of  successful  folks  attend 
United  Methodist  Sunday  school 
classes,  but  one  class  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Canyon,  Tex¬ 
as,  can  actually  add  up  the  winning 
records  of  two  members.  And  the 
records  are  impressive. 

The  two  men  are  ranked  among 
the  nation’s  top  coaches  of  girls’ 
basketball. 

Between  them.  Bob  Schneider, 
52,  of  West  Texas  State  University, 
and  Joe  Lombard,  36,  of  Canyon 
High  School,  have  coached  more 
than  1,000  winning  basketball 
games  and  won  1 1  championships. 

Mr.  Snyder’s  combined  college- 
high  school  coaching  mark  is  592 
wins  and  151  losses,  including  five 
state  titles.  In  the  season  just  com¬ 
pleted.  his  West  Texas  State  team 
advanced  to  the  National  Collegiate 
Athletic  Association  Division  2 
semifinal  game  before  falling  to  Cen¬ 
tral  Missouri  State  University  63-62. 


Bob  Schneider  loe  Lombard 


Mr.  Lombard  has  coached  six 
state  champions  en  route  to  a 
coaching  mark  of  421  wins  and  39 
losses.  Recently,  his  Canyon  High 
team  lost  a  double-overtime  thriller 
in  the  Texas  3A  state  championship 
game.  That  was  only  the  squad’s 
second  loss  of  the  season. 

In  addition  to  taking  regular  turns 
as  “Searchers"  class  teachers,  the  two 
coaches  have  also  served  as  members 
of  First  UMC’s  administrative 
board,  and  Mr.  Schneider  has  served 
on  the  council  of  ministries. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Review  c 


Book  looks  at  complete  Charles  Wesley 


“A  Heart  Set  Free:  The  Life  of 
Charles  Wesley”  by  Arnold  A.  Dal- 
limore.  Crossway  Books,  Westches¬ 
ter,  Ill.,  1988.  272  pages,  illustrated. 

By  IEFFERSON  D.  CASKEY 

Throughout  the  churches  of  the 
world  the  hymns  of  Charles  Wesley 
are  sung. 

How  often  when  we  go  to  church 
are  we  thrilled  to  hear  and  sing  to¬ 
gether:  “Jesus,  Lover  of  My  Soul,” 
“Love  Divine,  All  Loves  Excel¬ 
ling”?  Christmas  and  Easter  would 
hardly  be  as  meaningful  without 
“Hark,  the  Herald  Angels  Sing”  and 
“Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen  Today!” 

Although  written  more  than  200 
years  ago,  Wesley’s  hymns  continue 
to  be  a  vital  part  of  Christian  wor¬ 
ship.  That’s  because  of  their  soaring 
quality  and  special  message  of  sim¬ 
ple,  clear  Christianity.  They  continue 
to  bless  all  who  come  to  know  them. 
But  so  often  the  biographers  and  his¬ 
torians  of  the  past  seem  to  have 


placed  the  brother,  John  Wesley, 
founder  of  the  worldwide  Methodist 
movement,  in  the  dominant  place  of 
leader  and  theologian. 

In  “A  Heart  Set  Free,”  however, 
we  have  primary  focus  on  the  com¬ 
plete  Charles  Wesley. 

In  reading  this  carefully  written 
volume,  we  come  to  know  how  he 
struggled  to  come  to  know  Jesus 
Christ  as  his  savior,  how  he  loved 
people  and  labored  to  make  them 
Christians. 

Using  primary  source  materials 
such  as  manuscripts  from  the  Bod- 
lein  Library  of  Oxford  University, 
Wesley’s  letters  and  his  journals,  Ar¬ 
nold  Dallimore  obtained  authentic 
information  about  the  Wesley  broth¬ 
ers’  family  background:  their  educa¬ 
tion,  their  missionary  work  in 
Georgia,  their  doctrinal  differences 
with  the  Moravians  and  George 
Whitefield  and  their  efforts  to  keep 
Methodism  within  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland. 


There  is  a  worthwhile  chapter  on 
Charles  Wesley  as  a  poet  and  writer 
of  hymns. 

When  Wesley  approached  80,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Henry  Moore,  an  asso¬ 
ciate,  he  would  jog  leisurely  on  his 
horse.  When  a  thought  that  might 
be  made  into  a  hymn  struck  him,  he 
would  take  a  card  from  his  pocket 
and  write  the  thought  in  shorthand. 

Upon  arriving  at  Moore’s  home, 
Wesley  would  enter,  crying,  “Pen 
and  ink!"  and  would  write  the  hymn 
that  had  come  to  mind  earlier. 

Mr.  Dallimore  is  widely  known 
for  his  biographies  of  Christian 
leaders. 

“A  Heart  Set  Free”  marks  the 
200th  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
Charles  Wesley.  It  will  appeal  to 
anyone  interested  in  church  leaders 
and  church  history. 

lefferson  D.  Caskey  is  a  professor 
of  library  science  at  Western  Ken¬ 
tucky  University  in  Bowling  Green. 


aren’t  held  responsible  for  things 
you  can’t  control.  The  world  may  go 
berserk,  but  you  can  keep  your 
place  in  order.  The  vertical  dimen¬ 
sion  of  life  puts  the  soap-opera  di¬ 
mension  in  perspective.” 

Mr.  Flamming  urged  a  balance  in 
life  to  prevent  debilitating  stress. 

“Unexamined  stress  will  kill  you,” 
he  said.  “Stress,  if  left  alone,  is  as  bad 
as  a  virus  that  cannot  be  treated.” 

When  stress  conquers  people,  Mr. 
Flamming  said,  they  experience  phys¬ 
ical  and  emotional  symptoms  from 
chronic  indigestion  to  depression. 

To  battle  stress  symptoms,  the  pas¬ 
tor  recommended  “a  fivefold  disci¬ 
pline.”  It  includes  physical  exercise, 
spiritual  exercise,  taking  one  day  at  a 
time,  doing  something  despicable 
and  doing  something  enjoyable. 

“Laziness  sets  in  during  times  of 
high  stress,”  Mr.  Flamming  said.  As 
a  result,  people  don’t  participate  in 
activities  they  used  to  enjoy. 

Workaholics  can  face  particular 
stress,  he  said.  Their  lives  are 
“walled  in”  by  activities  that  de¬ 
plete  them.  Those  people  do  no  re¬ 
storing  activities. 

Although  workaholics  may  be¬ 
lieve  in  grace,  he  said,  they  seem  to 
be  trying  to  work  their  way  into 
heaven. 

Catholics  find 
happiness  in 
mixed  matches 

GAINESVILLE,  Fla.— Roman 
Catholics  who  marry  people  of  dif¬ 
ferent  faiths  are  more  likely  to  find 
happiness  than  partners  in  other 
mixed  marriages,  a  University  of 
Florida  study  has  found. 

“The  results  are  somewhat  sur¬ 
prising."  said  Dr.  Constance  She- 
han,  a  professor  of  sociology.  “We 
expected  these  so-called  mixed  mar¬ 
riages  to  be  less  happy  because 
there  is  some  evidence  to  suggest 
that  people  who  marry  someone 
from  a  different  race  or  social  class 
tend  to  have  a  more  difficult  time 
maintaining  their  marriage." 

But  67  percent  of  the  412  Roman 
Catholics  in  the  national  survey  who 
married  non-Catholics  reported  they 
were  “very  happy”  with  their  mar¬ 
riages.  That  compares  to  65  percent 
of  the  1,341  Roman  Catholics  whose 
spouses  were  also  Catholic. 

Church  attendance,  not  whether 
the  spouse  was  Roman  Catholic, 
most  closely  related  to  whether 
Catholics  were  happily  married.  Dr. 
Shehan  said. 

"Catholics  who  went  to  Mass  at 
least  twice  a  month  reported  being 
more  satisfied  with  their  marriages 
than  those  who  attended  less  fre¬ 
quently,"  she  said. 

But  wives  reported  less  satisfaction 
than  husbands,  the  study  found. 

“That  women  tend  to  be  less  sat¬ 
isfied  with  marriage  is  a  pretty  typi¬ 
cal  finding  in  studies  of  many 
different  aspects  of  marriage,”  Dr. 
Shehan  said.  "There  are  a  lot  of  ex¬ 
planations,  one  being  that  women 
have  a  lot  of  extra  burdens,  includ¬ 
ing  more  housework." 


Asleep  at  his  post 

SHEPHERDSVILLE,  Ky.— Caleb  Buege,  4,  youngest  guard  of 
the  tomb  outside  Shepherdsville  United  Methodist  Church,  be¬ 
gins  sleeping  a  bit  early  during  an  Easter  scene.  His  brother, 
Kyle,  6,  continues  to  keep  watch.  The  250-member  congrega¬ 
tion  celebrates  Easter  each  year  by  displaying  and  guarding  a 
tomb  on  the  church  lawn.  The  vigil  starts  on  Good  Friday  and 
ends  at  sunrise  on  Easter.  Then  the  guards  are  found  sleeping 
on  the  ground.  The  stone  is  rolled  away  from  the  tomb's  en¬ 
trance.  And  an  angel  joins  the  scene.  The  angel  says,  “Why  seek 
ye  the  living  among  the  dead?  He  is  not  here  but  is  risen.'' 


Dear  Deborah: 


How  can  I  find  God 
outside  the  church? 


Dear  Deborah: 

A  long  time  ago,  when  I  was  16, 1 
tried  to  share  with  our  minister  a 
wonderful  experience  of  God  that  I 
had  had  at  camp.  He  was  really 
rude,  laughed  and  said  that  when  I 
grew  up.  I  would  realize  it  was  just  a 
dream.  That  hurt  so  much  I  have 
never  been  to  church  since. 

Now  in  my  40s,  I  realize  some¬ 
thing  is  missing,  and  I  want  to  find 
God  again,  but  I  just  cannot  make 
myself  go  to  church.  Is  there  any 
help  for  me? 

Arlene 

Dear  Arlene: 

Oh.  yes.  there  is  help  for  you!  You 
have  carried  that  hurt  a  long  time, 
and  it's  understandable  that  you  are 
hesitant  to  go  to  church  where  you 
might  be  hurt  again. 

But  you  can  give  that  hurt  to  God 
and  ask  for  healing  for  you  and  that 
minister,  too.  God  will  also  work  for¬ 
giveness  in  you  if  you  ask  for  it. 

Releasing  all  that  hurt — is  there 
some  hidden  and  undeserved  shame, 
loo ? — and  leaving  it  all  in  God's 


hands  will  free  you  then  to  seek  a 
church  home. 

Perhaps  you  might  go  with  a 
friend  or  family  member  and  visit  a 
women's  group  or  study  class  in 
someone  s  home  where  you  would  be 
more  comfortable. 

You  might  ask  about  the  minister. 

I  'm  sure  you  will  find  that  most  are 
thoughtful  and  caring  and  would 
welcome  you  into  the  fellowship  and 
worship  of  the  church. 

You  can  also  find  God  in  prayer ' 
and  personal  study  of  the  Bible  and 
in  sharing  with  friends.  Many  people 
have  found  that  when  we  set  out  to 
find  God.  we  discover  God  has  al¬ 
ready  found  us!  I  pray  that  shall  be 
so  for  you.  , 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se-' 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  “Dear 
Deborah.  PERSONAL."  P.O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns _  — 

Preacher-educator  writes 
7  Love  Thy  Kingdom' 


I  love  thy  kingdom.  Lord. 

The  house  of  thine  abode. 

The  church  our  blest  Redeemer 
saved 

With  his  own  precious  blood. 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

Timothy  Dwight  wrote  “I  Love 
Thy  Kingdom,  Lord”  in  1801.  The 
work  is  the  earliest  American  hymn 
still  sung  in  our  churches  today. 

Dwight,  a  preacher  and  educator, 
uses  the  words  “kingdom,” 
“house,”  “church”  and  “Zion”  to 
mean  the  same  thing — God’s  peo¬ 
ple,  the  church. 

In  stanza  two  he  borrows  phrases 
from  David’s  prayer,  “Keep  me  as 
the  apple  of  the  eye”  (Psalms  17:8), 
and  from  Isaiah’s  words  “Behold,  I 
have  graven  thee  upon  the  palms  of 
my  hands”  (Isaiah  49:16). 

In  stanza  four,  Dwight  expresses 
his  joy  in  the  church's  “heavenly 
ways” — communion,  the  solemn 
vows  of  confirmation  at  baptism 
and  the  hymns — the  simple  rites  of 
the  church  that  Dwight  served. 

Dwight  was  an  extraordinary 
man  by  any  measure.  A  grandson  of 
the  New  England  preacher  Jona¬ 
than  Edwards,  he  was  bom  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  in  1752.  He  could  read 


the  Bible  at  age  4.  entered  grammar 
school  at  6.  and  at  13  enrolled  in 
Yale  College. 

Intense  study  in  his  youth  perma¬ 
nently  injured  his  eyesight,  and,  in 
later  years,  because  of  that,  he  en¬ 
dured  constant  pain.  At  times  he 
was  able  to  read  only  15  minutes' 
each  day. 

Ordained  to  the  Congregational 
ministry,  he  served  as  a  chaplain  in 
the  Continental  Army.  He  was  a 
close  friend  of  George  Washington, 
and  became  one  of  the  most  influ¬ 
ential  intellectual  leaders  during  the 
first  decades  of  the  new  U.S.  repub- 
lic. 

For  17  years  he  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  Yale  College.  The  extent  of 
his  scholarship  may  be  seen  in  his 
duties.  In  addition  to  his  adminis¬ 
trative  tasks,  he  taught  ethics,  meta¬ 
physics,  logic,  theology,  literature 
and  oratory. 

When  he  took  office,  there  were 
only  five  Christians  among  the  stu¬ 
dent  body.  His  preaching  in  chapel 
resulted  in  a  remarkable  spiritual 
awakening  that  changed  the  school 
and  spread  to  other  educational  in¬ 
stitutions  in  New  England. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"All  The  Way  My  Savior  Leads  Me" 
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The  Lafon  Home 

4201  Cadillac  St.  New  Orleans,  La.  701 22 

A  Good  Samaritan  Agency  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


From  the  Administrator 

I  read  this  a  couple  of  months  ago  and  wanted  to  share  some  of  the 
thoughts  with  you  as  it  relates  to  the  staff  and  residents  at  Lafon  Methodist 
Home.  > 

LOVE  is  the  goal  of  the  Christian  life.  It  is  not  an  easy  goal, 
one  that  can  be  reached  and  then  put  behind  us.  It  is  a  process 
goal,  shaping  who  we  become  as  it  influences  our  decisions,  be¬ 
havior,  and  habits.  The  LOVE  is  not  a  spontaneous  emotion,  a 
moments  spillover  of  warmth,  it  is  a  long-term  attitude  learned 
through  discipline  and  patience.  It  requires  constant  attentive¬ 
ness,  a  willingness  to  SEE  and  to  HEAR  and  to  TOUCH  the 
lives  of  those  around  us,  even  those  who  are  different  from  us  or 
disagree  with  us,  who  make  our  lives  difficult  or  evoke  a  feeling 
of  uneasiness  within  us.  As  we  grow  in  our  love  for  others,  we 
grow  in  our  love  for  GOD.  In  fact,  we  cannot  grow  in  our  love 
for  GOD  without  growing  in  our  love  for  others.  LOVE  is  not 
abstract;  it  shows  itself  in  acts  of  kindness. 


Lafon  Home's  Activity  Department  Goes  'Carte  Blanche' 


Activities  at  Lafon  began  in  the  New  Year  with  Mardi  Gras  celebrations, 
"The  Krew  of  Lafon"  Mardi  Gras  Parade.  Philips  Junior  High  School 
Band  and  three  staff  members  of  the  Administrative  Office  were  “walking 
floats.”  Patricia  Williams,  the  lady  frog,  Denise  Chenervert  and  Alva  Da¬ 
vis  were  heads  of  lettuce.  These  ladies,  along  with  the  junior  high  school 
students,  paraded  within  the  home  for  more  than  a  half  hour,  throwing 
beads  to  every  resident,  really  creating  the  spirit  of  Mardi  Gras. 

Later  that  afternoon,  there  was  the  grand  Mardi  Gras  Ball  with  Master 
of  Ceremony,  Mr.  Ted  Jones.  Entertainment  featuring  “The  Coasters” 
and  “Diamond  and  Raymond”  comedy  act  were  fantastic.  The  queen, 
Mrs.  Rosetta  Baptiste  was  escorted  by  New  Orleans  Saints  Player,  Mr.  Bu¬ 
ford  Jordan.  The  king,  Mr.  Eddie  Treabeaux,  was  escorted  by  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Saints-Sational,  Ms.  Lisa  Brumfield.  The  court  was  dressed  very 
lavishly  with  all  the  gleam  one  would  expect  for  such  a  “Carte  Blanche” 
occasion.  The  evening  was  closed  with  a  small  reception  in  the  front  day 
room.  Activities  are  currently  under  the  supervision  of  Ms.  Jill  Boyd,  PAC 
and  Ms.  Mildred  Coulon. 


The  Royal  Court  —  Ms.  (ill  Boyd,  Activity  Director  stands  proudly 
behind  the  King  and  Queen  of  the  Lafon  Mardi  Gras  Court  for  1989. 


This  is  what  we  demonstrate  at  Lafon  Methodist  Home,  kindness  to  our 
residents,  attentiveness,  and  the  willingness  to  listen  when  they  want  to  be 
heard.  Our  care  goes  beyond  the  nursing  duties,  we  LOVE. 

Edward  J.  Lang 
Administrator 

UMW  of  ML  Zion  UMC 
Makes  a  Gregarious  Valentine 
for  the  Residents 

Throughout  the-year.  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  and  his  devoted  members  of 
the  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  have  supported  every  project 
and  devoted  their  time  to  let  the  residents  of  the  Lafon  Home  know  that 
they  are  not  among  the  “forgotten  society.”  This  Valentine  the  women  of 
this  eccentric  congregation  hosted  a  Valentine’s  Party  for  the  residents 
with  all  the  love  and  hospitality  any  one  group  of  people  can  endure.  These 
ladies  from  the  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  brought  gifts  for  every 
resident,  shared  games,  poems,  and  songs.  The  cake  was  of  red  and  whit^ 
with  fruit  punch  and  all  the  trimmings.  The  chairperson  for  this  event  was 
Mrs.  Ethel  Bynum,  along  with  Mrs.  Delphine  Butler. 

Nursing  Division 
Lafon  Home ,  UMC 

The  Nursing  Division  at  Lafon  Home  has  strived  to  deliver  the  highest 
physical,  psychological,  spiritual  and  medical  care  each  resident  needs. 

Our  influences  are  reflected  in  professional  nursing  that  includes  im¬ 
proving  the  delivery  of  health  care  and  quality  of  life  for  residents  at  their 
home  —  LAFON. 

Each  nurse,  R.N.,  L.P.N.,  or  nursing  assistant  must  contribute  through 
practice,  continuing  education,  certification  annually  or  biannually  within 
the  guidelines  to  advance  their  knowledge  in  health  care  delivery. 

At  Lafon,  we  care  about  the  needs  of  the  elderly  society,  dedicated  to 
giving  Total  Elderly  Resident  Care.  The  Director  of  Nursing,  Mrs.  Shirley 
Patterson  Theodore,  says  that  team  work  plays  a  big  part  in  the  success  of 
the  Nursing  Department. 

Lafon's  Development-Department 
'a  new  approach  to  living' 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Program  took  action  at  its  meeting 
held  in  New  York  on  the  Harry  R.  Kendall  Fund  applications  for  1989 
grants.  We  are  proud  to  announce  that  Lafon  Methodist  Home  was  award¬ 
ed  a  $100,000  grant  for  a  development  officer  and  the  expansion  on  ad¬ 
joining  real  estate.  The  payments  will  be  made  quarterly  throughout  the 
year. 

This  generous  grant  from  the  Kendall  Trust  Fund  will  enable  us  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  tremendous  needs  of  the  aging  population  in  the  immediate  area. 
The  amount  of  housing  and  lodging  that  we  can  provide  will  not  only  aug¬ 
ment  our  vocations  in  this  community,  but  it  will  also  make  a  statement  to 
the  citizens  . . .  Lafon  Methodist  Home  is  endeavoring  to  address  the 
health  and  welfare  of  this  community  with  dedication,  commitment,  loyal¬ 
ty,  and  compassion  to  all  regardless  of  race,  creed,  color,  national  origin, 
handicap,  or  disadvantage. 


We  will  be  able  to  support  our  adage,  Lafon  Methodist  Home,  “a  new  ap¬ 
proach  to  living.” 


Mrs.  Romona  Baudy,  Councilman  Lambert  Boissiere,  and  Mrs.  Alva 
L.  Davis  are  shown  during  the  annual  fundraiser. 


Social  Service  is  an 


Essential  Part  of  the 
Lafon  Methodist  Home 


Upon  admission,  all  of  our  new  residents  are  assessed  for  any  needs  they 
may  have  that  might  affect  them  while  their  adjustment  is  taking  place  at 
Lafon  Home. 

Each  resident  is  given  assistance  and  guidance  by  the  entire  staff  to 
make  their  new  transition  to  the  facility  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

We  seek  to  develop  and  motivate  our  residents  by  encouraging  their  per¬ 
formances  in  their  daily  activities.  We  strive  to  give  them  continuous  com¬ 
forts  within  their  immediate  surrounding  by  communicating  with  each 
resident  in  a  weekly  visit  conducted  by  each  department  head. 

Our  home  has  accommodations  for  private,  semi  private  and  four  bed 
wards  for  a  total  of  a  102  bed  capacity. 


Lenten  Tradition 


Christians  observe  religious  fasting  and  abstinence  rules  for  penance  in 
preparation  for  Easter,  the  Resurrection  of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  Di¬ 
etary  Department,  currently  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Lorriane  Tate, 
Dietary  Manager,  was  not  left  out  of  this  tradition.  Needless  to  say,  the 
Lenten  tradition  is  to  consume  lots  of  seafood  dishes.  Our  residents  enjoy 
an  abundance  of  shrimp,  crabs,  catfish  and  tuna.  Served  are  shrimp  jam- 
balaya,  shrimp  etouffee,  shrimp  stpw,  croquettes,  tuna  salads,  tuna  cas¬ 
seroles,  cod  squares,  seafood  gumbo,  baked  fish,  and  cajun  fried  fish  with 
all  balanced  vegetables. 
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Development  Banquet 


A  Success 


Mr. 


Jazz,  Glitter  and  Glamour  were 
Banquet  held  at  the  Radisson  Su 
was  wonderful.  Approximately  96 
tertained  by  New  Orleans’  own 
Germaine  Bazzal.  Among  the  guests 
Dr.  Andrew  Douglas,  Chairman  of  : 
and  Mrs.  Horace  Bynum;  Rev.  Nat  i; 
many  more.  The  evening  ended  wi 
guest  on  his/her  exit  from  the  banq  i 
the  Second  Annual  Banquet  to  be  h 


the  setting  for  the  First  Development 
te  Hotel  in  December.  The  turn  out 
dedicated  donors  came  out  and  were  en- 
Allen  Toussaint  and  the  lovely  Ms. 
were  Councilman  Lambert  Boissiere; 
he  Lafon  Methodist  Home  Board;  Mr. 
aniel  Williams;  Mrs.  Alice  Porter,  and 
h  a  bottle  of  champagne  given  to  each 
et.  Plans  are  already  in  the  making  for 
:ld  in  the  early  part  of  this  December. 


Shown  here  L.  to  R.  are  Mr.  artd  Mrs.  Horace  Bynum,  Board  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lafon  Home  Board)  Mrs.  Queen  Victoria  Green,  Lafon 
Auxiliary  Board  Member;  and  ^Irs.  Vera  Jackson  at  a  major  fund 
raiser  for  the  Lafon  Methodist  Home. 
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The  Lafon  Home 
'A  new  approach  to 


The  Royal  Toast  —  Queen  Rosetta  Baptiste  and  King  Eddie  Trea¬ 
beaux  toast  to  the  1989  Mardi  Gras  Ball. 


Lafon  Home  Auxiliary 

Lafon  Home  Auxiliary  has  had  a  banner  year  in  recruiting  members  into 
the  organization.  The  year  1988  was  extremely  successful  with  a  sold  out 
assembly  of  persons  who  participated  in  the  Annual  Fashion  Show  Lun¬ 
cheon.  Under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Alice  Porter,  President  of  the  Auxilia¬ 
ry,  she  stressed  emphasis  on  the  continuation  of  the  “Christian  Journey”  for 
this  ministry.  This  is  the  type  of  leadership  that  keeps  it  alive  and  well. 
Each  month  of  the  year,  the  Auxiliary  meets  at  Lafon  in  preparation  and 
planning  of  events  for  the  betterment  of  the  Lafon  Methodist  Home. 


“We're  Alive  and  Doing  Well,"  says  Lafon  Methodist  Home  Auxil¬ 
iary  President,  Mrs.  Alice  Porter.  Mrs.  Porter  presents  Mr.  Edward 
Lang,  Administrator,  a  check  for  $4,500.00  for  the  home  at  their  an¬ 
nual  meeting  held  In  January. 

The  Wesley  Campus  Ministry 

In  January,  over  450  United  Methodist  college  students  volunteered  in 
agencies  in  the  New  Orleans  area;  Lafon  Methodist  Home  was  one  of  the 
participants.  More  than  15  students  participated  in  what  was  called  “Out1 
reach  Day  for  Jurisdictional  Meeting”  from  other  areas  around  the  United 
States.  The  amount  of  outreach  the  college  students  presented  was  very 
warm  and  was  well  coordinated  under  Rev.  Melissa  Draper  and  Mrs.  Nan¬ 
cy  Harkess.  The  students  described  this  experience  as  a  life-changing 
event.  The  students  volunteered  throughout  the  home  in  every  depart¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Edward  Lang,  Administrator  of  Lafon  Methodist  Home,  says  it 
gives  him  great  pride  to  be  part  of  a  growing  segment  for  students  within 
the  ministry  and  to  share  the  Christianity  we  demonstrate  at  the  Lafon 
Methodist  Home. 


Happy  Faces?  I  would  say  so  . . . 
at  the  GREAT  turn  out  for  the  De¬ 
velopment  Banquet.  Shown  I.  to 
r.  are:  Dr.  Andrew  Douglas, 
Chairman  of  the  Lafon  Board; 
Mrs.  Alva  Llopis-Davis,  Director 
of  Development;  and  Mr. 
Edward  Lang,  Administrator. 


Mr.  Allen  Toussaint  is  honored 
for  his  devotion  to  Lafon  Home 
—  Mr.  Edward  Lang,  Adminis¬ 
trator,  gives  an  "Award  of  Grat¬ 
itude"  to  Mr.  Toussaint  for  his 
donated  performances  at  the 
Development  Banquet. 
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JUNE  2,  1989 


June  5-8 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  BEGINS  ON  MONDAY 


When  United  Methodists  gather 
across  the  nation  for  1989  Annual 
Conferences,  they  will  find  new  pre¬ 
siding  officers  in  almost  half  of  the 
72  sessions.  Thanks  to  the  election 
of  15  new  bishops  for  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  re¬ 
location  of  5  others,  28  Annual 
Conferences  will  have  different 
speakers  and  voices  in  the  chair 
when  they  begin  these  Conferences. 
Louisiana  is  one  of  these  Confer¬ 
ences,  with  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
conducting  his  first  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  when  it  opens  June  5  on  the 
campus  of  Centenary  College. 

Annual  Conference  sessions  be¬ 
gan  this  year  on  May  1 1  with  the 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference 
holding  its  activities  in  Beverly, 
Kentucky.  These  Conferences  will 
continue  through  June  25  when  the 
Califomia-Nevada  Conference  will 
adjourn  its  meeting  in  Sacramento. 
The  merging  of  the  former  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  North  Mississippi  Confer¬ 
ences  into  the  Mississippi  Confer¬ 
ence  will  be  completed  in  Jackson 
on  June  16,  thus  reducing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Conferences  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico  in  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  to  72. 

This  year,  all  the  Conferences  in 
the  United  States  and  other  coun¬ 
tries  will  vote  on  a  proposed  consti¬ 
tutional  change  expected  to  ease  age 
requirements  for  some  categories  of 
lay  members  in  the  denomination’s 
Annual  Conferences  outside  the 
United  States.  A  two-thirds  affirma¬ 
tive  margin  of  the  aggregate  votes 
cast  is  necessary  for  ratification. 
The  number  of  voting  members  in 
each  Conference,  lay  and  clergy, 
varies  from  fewer  than  200  to 
around  2,500. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  will  begin  its  activities  on 
Monday,  June  5,  and  will  continue 
through  Thursday,  June  8.  The 
Conference  will  begin  with  the  tra¬ 
ditional  Memorial  Service  begin¬ 
ning  at  1:30  p.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome 
on  the  Centenary  College  campus. 
This  is  a  change  from  last  year, 
when  the  service  was  held  in  the 
sanctuary  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 


Most  arrangements  for  Annual 
Conference  are  now  complete.  A 
pre-conference  booklet  has  been 
prepared  by  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  staff  and  mailed  to  every  clergy 
and  lay  delegate.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  information  regarding  the 
events  of  the  Conference  to  be 
found  within  the  pages  of  this  book¬ 
let.  Probably  the  most  important 
section  of  this  publication  is  the 
part  containing  the  reports  from  the 
various  boards,  commissions,  com¬ 
mittees,  agencies  and  institutions  of 
the  Conference.  Delegates  are  asked 
to  read  this  booklet  carefully,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  reference  to  the  re¬ 
ports,  so  that  they  will  have  some 
prior  knowledge  as  to  the  matters  of 
business  that  will  be  presented  dur¬ 
ing  the  Annual  Conference  session. 

Again  this  year  there  will  be  a 
meeting  of  all  clergy  and  laity  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Memorial  Service.  The 
clergy  will  meet  in  Brown  Chapel 
and  the  lay  delegates  will  meet  in 
the  Gold  Dome. 

Memorial  Service 

One  of  the  most  appreciated 
events  of  any  Annual  Conference  is 
a  Service  of  Commemoration,  at 
which  time  clergy  and  spouses  of 
clergy  who  have  died  during  the 
year  are  memorialized.  A  new  order 
of  worship  has  been  prepared  for 
this  service  by  a  special  worship 
committee  brought  together  under 
the  direction  of  Bishop  Oden. 
The  liturgist  for  this  service  will 
be  The  Reverend  Carole  Cotton- 
Winn  of  the  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Slidell,  and 
the  speaker  will  be  The  Reverend 
George  Duerson,  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent.  Special  music 
for  this  service  will  be  rendered  by 
the  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  Choir  and  Liturgical  Dance 
Choirs  of  Aldersgate  Church  in  Sli¬ 
dell  and  Broadmoor  Church  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge. 

Rev.  Duerson  is  a  native  of  Loui¬ 
siana,  bom  in  Shreveport,  and  a 
product  of  Noel  United  Methodist 
Church  of  that  city.  Educated  with 
a  BA  degree  from  SMU,  BD  from 
Yale  Divinity  School,  and  a  MA 


from  the  State  University  of  Iowa. 
Rev.  Duerson  has  served  many  ap¬ 
pointments  within  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  For  the  last  three  years, 
he  has  been  Superintendent  of  the 
Alexandria  District.  Rev.  Duerson 
has  served  on  the  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry,  on  CSRW,  on  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Ministries,  as  well  as  serv¬ 
ing  as  Secretary  of  the  Bishop's  Cabinet. 

Chapel  Choir  to  Perform 

On  Monday  evening  at  7:15  in 
the  Gold  Dome,  delegates  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  treat¬ 
ed  to  a  delightful  musical  by  the 
Chapel  Choir  of  the  University 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  This  group  will  present 
“Cotton  Patch  Gospel”  based  on 
the  book  “The  Cotton  Patch  Ver¬ 
sion  of  Matthew  and  John”  by  Clar¬ 
ence  Jordan.  During  the  events  of 
the  evening,  awards  will  be  present¬ 
ed  by  Bishop  Oden  and  Dr.  Don 
Webb  to  those  churches  within  the 
Conference  who  have  the  most  stu¬ 
dents  attending  Centenary. 

“Cotton  Patch  Gospel”  will 
awaken  the  audience  to  an  appreci¬ 
ation  and  understanding  of  the  gos¬ 
pels  of  Matthew  and  John  in  a 
brand-new  way.  The  modem-day 
colloquial  language,  though  some¬ 
times  a  bit  earthly  in  quality,  brings 
a  startling  realism  to  each  scripture 
passage.  This  choir,  composed  of 
some  36  voices,  is  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Ester  Socolofsky,  who  for 
many  years  has  continued  to  pres¬ 
ent  outstanding  musicals  by  the 
Chapel  Choir  of  University  Church. 

Following  the  service,  a  reception 
will  be  held  in  the  Rose  Gardens  on 
the  Centenary  campus  for  all  clergy 
and  lay  delegates  in  honor  of  Juani¬ 
ta  and  Webb  Pomeroy.  At  the  same 
time,  a  period  of  fun,  food,  and  fel¬ 
lowship  will  be  available  for  all  of  the 
youth  who  will  be  in  attendance,  and 
this  will  be  held  in  the  Student  Union 
Building  on  the  Centenary  campus. 

The  Bible  Hour 

This  year,  delegates  to  the  Annual 
Conference  will  participate  in  a  spe¬ 
cial  Bible  Hour  conducted  by  Dr. 


Kenneth  E.  Bailey  from  the  Tantur 
Ecumenical  Institute  for  Theologi¬ 
cal  Research  in  Jerusalem,  Israel. 
This  Bible  study  will  be  conducted 
on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 
Thursday  mornings  and  will  give 
delegates  an  opportunity  to  better 
understand  the  scriptures  as  found 
in  the  gospel  of  Luke. 

An  ordained  minister  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  America,  Dr. 
Bailey  has  spent  the  last  33  years 
living  and  teaching  in  Egypt,  Leba¬ 
non,  and  Jerusalem.  For  20  of  those 
years,  Dr.  Bailey  was  head  of  the 
Biblical  Division  of  the  Near  East 
School  of  Theology  in  Beirut,  where 
he  also  founded  and  directed  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Middle  Eastern  New  Tes¬ 
tament  Studies.  After  10  years  of 
war  in  Beirut,  the  family  was 
obliged  to  leave  and  since  1985,  the 
Baileys  have  been  residents  in  Jeru¬ 
salem,  where  Dr.  Bailey  has  been 
engaged  in  research,  writing,  lectur¬ 
ing,  and  video  recording  at  the  Tan 
tur  Ecumenical  Institute. 

Retirement  Service 

A  special  Service  of  Retirement  is 
planned  for  Tuesday  evening  at 
7:30  in  the  Gold  Dome,  at  which 
time  those  who  are  retiring  from  the 
ministry  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  honored.  Special 
music  for  this  occasion  will  be  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  Shreveport  Choral  En¬ 
semble  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
John  Matthews.  This  group  of  some 
20  ladies  will  be  featured  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  special  selections. 

There  will  be  7  ministers  retiring 
this  year,  representing  a  total  of  198 
years  of  service.  As  a  part  of  this 
service,  each  retiring  minister,  along 
with  his  spouse,  will  be  presented  to 
the  Conference  and  given  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  address  the  delegates. 

Service  of  Ordination 

The  Service  of  Ordination  will  be 
conducted  on  Wednesday  evening 
at  7:30  in  the  sanctuary  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Prior  to 
this  service,  beginning  at  7:00,  a  spe¬ 
cial  concert  will  be  presented  by  the 
Dillard  University  Choir  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Mr.  S.  Carver  Davenport. 


The  speaker  for  this  service 
will  be  our  own  Bishop  Oden. 
Bishop  Oden  was  born  in  McAllen, 
Texas  and  grew  up  in  Shawnee, 
Oklahoma  where  he  graduated 
from  high  school  in  1953.  After 
completing  an  undergraduate  de¬ 
gree  at  Oklahoma  State  Universi¬ 
ty,  he  earned  the  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Harvard  University  in 
1961,  and  the  Doctor  of  Theology 
degree  from  Boston  University  in 
1964.  Bishop  Oden  has  had  a  wide 
variety  of  pastoral  appointments  in 
Oklahoma,  his  last  being  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Enid, 
Oklahoma  where  he  served  for  5 
years  before  being  elected  to  the 
Episcopacy  in  July  of  1968.  Com¬ 
pleting  his  first  year  as  episcopal 
leader  for  Louisiana  Methodism, 
Bishop  Oden  has  crisscrossed  the 
state  speaking  in  churches,  visiting 
institutions,  and  being  present  at 
various  district  and  Conference 
events  where  he  was  the  principal 
speaker.  In  just  a  short  period  of 
time.  Bishop  Oden  has  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  a  host  of  United 
Methodists  in  Louisiana,  as  well  as 
seeing  many  of  the  churches  for 
which  he  is  responsible  as  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Leader. 

Following  the  Ordination  Ser¬ 
vice,  a  reception  will  be  held  in 
Bain  Hall  honoring  the  Ordinands. 

New  Hymnal  to  be  Introduced 

With  the  approval  of  a  new  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Hymnal  by  the  1988 
General  Conference,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  will  soon  be  receiving  copies 
of  this  book.  In  order  to  help  both 
clergy  and  laity  alike  to  become  fa¬ 
miliar  with  this  publication.  Dr. 
Roger  Deschner.  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  SMU,  will  be  present  at 
this  session  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  Throughout  the  business  ses¬ 
sion,  Dr  Deschner  will  be 
presenting  various  phases  of  the 
hymnal  and  helping  the  delegates 
become  acquainted  with  many  of 
the  hymns  that  will  be  found  in  this 
new  book.  On  Tuesday  evening  pri¬ 
or  to  the  Retirement  Service,  begin¬ 
ning  at  7:00,  Dr.  Deschner  will 
present  a  “Preview  of  the  New 


United  Methodist  Hymnal.”  This 
will,  no  doubt,  give  all  those  present 
a  working  knowledge  and  a  greater 
appreciation  of  this  book  that  will 
soon  become  visible  in  all  United 
Methodist  churches. 

Roger  Deschner  came  to  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  at  SMU 
in  1975  as  the  Director  of  the  Grad¬ 
uate  Program  in  Sacred  Music  and 
the  Seminary  Singers.  This  past  year 
he  returned  to  a  full  time  position  as 
Associate  Professor  Church  Music. 

He  is  the  son  of  a  Methodist  Min¬ 
ister  and  has  grown  up  with  a  love 
for  the  Methodist  Church.  He  was 
the  Secretary  of  the  twenty-five 
member  Editorial  Committee  that 
has  just  completed  the  revision  of 
the  Methodist  Hymnal. 

Sending  Forth  Service 

In  recent  years,  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  have  closed  their  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  with  the  reading  of 
appointments  and  a  Service  of 
Sending  Forth.  This  year's  service 
will  be  under  the  direction  of  Bish¬ 
op  William  B.  Oden  and  will  once 
again  feature  the  reading  of  all  ap¬ 
pointments  and  a  special  service 
which  will  send  forth  both  clergy 
and  laity  to  the  577  churches  of 
Louisiana  Methodism. 

Registration  Begins  on  Monday 

Registration  of  clergy  and  lay 
members  to  the  Annual  Conference 
will  begin  at  8  a.m.  on  Monday, 
June  5,  in  the  Student  Union  Build¬ 
ing  on  the  Centenary  College  cam¬ 
pus.  All  members  will  need  to  come 
by  the  registration  desk  and  receive 
their  name  tags  and  fill  out  the  ap¬ 
propriate  information  cards. 
Throughout  the  entire  week  many 
boards,  commissions,  and  commit¬ 
tees  will  be  meeting  to  conduct  the 
business  of  their  respective  group. 
Many  luncheons,  dinners,  and  teas 
will  be  a  part  of  the  activities  of  the 
19th  Session  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  As  plans  for  the 
Conference  are  being  completed, 
Methodists  from  all  across  the  state 
are  looking  forward  to  the  various 
activities  provided  for  them  during 
this  week,  as  well  as  the  opportunity 
to  see  old  friends  and  make  new  ones. 


How  Do  You  Describe 
Annual  Conference ? 


During  a  recent  visit  to  a  local  church  a  young  woman  introduced 
herself  and  said,  “I  would  like  to  ask  you  a  question.  I  am  a  first  time 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Could  you  tell  me  what  it  is  like?” 

What  a  question.  All  over  the  globe.  Annual  Conference  sessions  are 
being  held  around  this  time  of  the  year.  How  do  you  describe  them? 
They  are  like  a  Duckbill  Platypus  —  that  strange  creature  of  Australia 
that  has  characteristics  of  several  species  of  the  animal  kingdom. 

An  Annual  Conference  is  a  legislative  session  with  debates,  resolu¬ 
tions,  reports,  and  votes. 

An  Annual  Conference  is  a  revival  with  hymn  singing,  preaching,  Bi¬ 
ble  study,  and  exhortation. 

An  Annual  Conference  is  a  promotional  gathering  with  programs, 
pleas  for  assistance  and  brochures  urging  support  for  many  different 
causes  and  institutions. 

An  Annual  Conference  is  a  family  reunion  as  laity  and  clergy  renew 
friendships,  catch  up  on  news,  and  even  spend  some  time  in  the  coffee 
shop  when  they  should  be  in  the  session. 

An  Annual  Conference  is  a  covenant  renewal  ceremony  where  tired 
fragmented  clergy  sing  “And  are  we  yet  alive  and  see  each  other’s 
face?”  It  is  also  a  time  when  laity,  whose  vision  may  have  dimmed  be¬ 
cause  of  all  the  local  church  concerns,  can  have  their  commitment  re¬ 
newed  and  deepened. 

An  Annual  Conference  is  a  mission  school  as  we  hear  reports  of  the 
global  witness  of  the  church. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  the  1116  delegates,  half  lay  and  half  clergy, 
as  we  begin  with  the  Service  of  Commemoration  and  Holy  Communion 
on  Monday  afternoon,  June  5,  at  1:30  p.m.  and  conclude  with  the  read¬ 
ing  of  appointments  by  noon,  Thursday,  June  8. 

Let  all  Louisiana  United  Methodists  be  in  prayer  that  God’s  Holy 
Spirit  will  be  present  and  will  provide  leadership  to  this  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

uftl-  &0.  e^\ 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 

Special  Conference  Events 

Monday,  June  5, 1989 

5:15  p.m.  Centenary  Alumni  Banquet,  South  Cafeteria,  Centenary 
College 

5:30  p.m.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Gathering  and  Sharing  Event  for 
all  ministerial  candidates  in  seminary  and  in  post  academic  program. 
Bishop,  Cabinet,  Members  of  the  Committee  on  Training  and  Orders, 
and  all  spouses.  This  will  be  held  at  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church 

Tuesday,  June  6, 1989 

7:00  a.m.  Scarritt  Alumni  Breakfast,  R.  E.  Smith  Bldg.,  Lounge 
12:15  p.m.  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  the 
other  Arts,  Centenary  Room,  Centenary  Cafeteria 
12:30  p.m.  CSRW  Luncheon,  First  Church,  Shreveport 
12:30  p.m.  Retired  Ministers’  Luncheon,  Noel  Church 
12:30  p.m.  Iliff  Alumni  Luncheon,  First  Church 
2:30-4:00  Informal  Tea  for  Ladies  of  the  Conference,  South  Cafeteria, 
Centenary  College 

5:30  p.m.  Asbury  Alumni  Banquet,  First  Church 
5:30  p.m.  Perkins  Alumni  Banquet,  First  Church 
5:30  p.m.  Duke  Alumni  Banquet,  First  Church 

Wednesday,  June  7, 1989 

7:00  a.m.  Fellowship  of  Local  Pastors  and  Associate  Members,  South 
Cafeteria,  Centenary  College 
12:30  p.m.  Luncheon  for  Clergy  Spouses,  Noel  Church 
12:30  p.m.  Emory  Candler  School  of  Theology  Banquet  for  Alumni, 
Spouses,  and  Current  Students  at  Abe’s  Seafood  Restaurant 
12:30  p.m.  Luncheon  with  Bishop  Oden  for  those  in  Special 
Appointment  Within  Conference  Structure,  Extension  Ministries,  and 
Appointment  Beyond  Local  Church  Structure,  Centenary  Cafeteria 
5:00  p.m.  Gammon  Alumni  Fellowship  Banquet,  Freeman  &  Harris 
Restaurant 


Dr.  Roger  Deschner 

Pastor's  School  Set  July  24-27,  1989 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Pastor’s  School,  1989,  will  be  held  July  24-27 
at  Centenary  College,  Shreveport.  This  year’s  theme  promises  to  be  rich  in 
a  number  of  approaches  to  the  practice  of  ministry  in  the  local  church. 
While  it  is  impossible  to  adequately  cover  all  aspects  of  ministry  in  a 
week's  time,  the  main  focus  has  to  do  with  exploring  the  nature  of  the  local 
church  as  well  as  various  functions  of  the  minister  in  pastoring  and  equip¬ 
ping  the  congregation  for  ministry.  To  cover  this  broad  theme,  four  guest 
speakers  have  been  invited,  each  of  whom  are  considered  “experts”  in  the 
area  of  parish  ministry  they  plan  to  address. 

Dr.  Marjorie  Proctor-Smith  is  assistant  professor  of  liturgy  and  worship 
at  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  will  work  with  the  area  of  “doing 
worship  that  matters,"  including  the  sacraments,  the  church  year,  prayer, 
and  the  relationship  between  liturgy  and  social  witness. 

Dr.  Thomas  Frank  is  assistant  professor  of  congregational  life  and  di¬ 
rects  the  Rollins  Center  for  Church  Ministries  at  the  Candler  School  of 
Theology.  Dr.  Frank  will  lead  in  the  exploration  of  a  new  perspective  on 
congregations  and  methods  of  defining  and  interpreting  congregations  for 
ministry. 

Dr.  James  Glasse  is  interim  pastor,  Fairfax  Presbyterian  Church,  Fair¬ 
fax,  Virginia,  and  former  president  of  the  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary. 
Author  of  four  books.  Dr.  Glasse  represents  a  wealth  of  insight  in  areas  of 
designing  parish  practice  for  personal  and  professional  growth,  time  man¬ 
agement,  crises  and  syndromes,  and  case  study  method. 

Dr.  William  Hinson  serves  as  pastor  to  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Houston,  Texas,  and  is  a  well  known  church  leader  and  author  of  numer¬ 
ous  publications.  Dr.  Hinson  will  address  the  area  of  church  growth,  spe¬ 
cifically,  how  to  organize  the  local  church  for  growth. 

All  of  the  guest  speakers  will  add  to  the  continuity  of  the  week  by  work¬ 
ing  with  participants  in  lecture  and  in  small  groups.  In  addition.  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  will  be  on  the  campus  Wednesday  for  a  “Bishop’s  Hour” 
and  will  also  be  available  to  meet  with  pastors  during  the  afternoon.  More 
information  about  Pastor’s  School  will  be  handed  out  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  Rev.  J.  Van  Dickens  is  dean  this  year. 


Dr.  Kenneth  E.  Bailey 
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We  need  a  healthy  NCC  rooted  in  a  spirit  of  Christian  friendship 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Faith  Forum  Page  Fditor 

"There  is  no  health  in  us,”  states  a 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  confession. 

The  recent  National  Council  of 
Churches  meeting  in  Lexington, 
Ky.,  was  an  extraordinary  witness 
to  that  lament  (see  UMR,  May  26). 

The  meeting  revealed  an  embar¬ 
rassing  lack  of  wholeness,  or  health, 
in  the  NCC,  particularly  for  a  body 
whose  aim  is  Christian  unity. 

The  fractious  gathering  con¬ 
firmed  what  some  observers  have 
suspected  for  many  years: 

The  council  of  32  denominations 
is  the  truly  “sick  man”  of  an  al¬ 
ready-limping  mainline  Protestant¬ 
ism.  Not  everyone  will  lament  its 
poor  prognosis.  On  the  whole,  how¬ 
ever,  its  declining  health  diminish¬ 
ing  our  common  witness  as 
Christians,  and  that’s  bad  news. 

Events  dramatize  NCC  illness 

Events  in  Lexington  dramatized 
the  NCC’s  underlying’disease, 
namely,  its  ongoing  conflict  over 
basic  questions  not  only  about  who 
should  be  its  leader  but  of  how  and 
even  if  any  leader  can  reconcile  the 
NCC's  tensions  and  conflicts. 

At  the  meeting,  the  Rev.  Arie 
Brouwer,  the  NCC’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  blasted  his  critics  within  the 
council,  implicitly  comparing  them 
with  power-hungry  Nazis. 

In  response,  the  board’s  36-mem¬ 


ber  executive  committee  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  council  seek  “new 
leadership”  to  replace  Dr.  Brouwer. 
Their  recommendation  eventually 
lost  on  an  improbable  57-57  vote 
with  1 2  abstentions. 

A  highly  respected  ecumenical 
leader  put  the  Lexington  debacle 
into  perspective. 

“It  was  the  saddest  experience 
I’ve  ever  had  in  an  ecumenical  set¬ 
ting,”  he  said  privately. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches 
makes  two  main  contributions  to 
Christianity  in  this  country  and 
around  the  world:  common  witness 
and  shared  outreach.  Signs  of  the 
NCC’s  unraveling  have  regrettable 
implications  for  both  those  causes. 

■  Since  its  inception  in  1948,  the 
NCC  has  been  the  most  viable  tangi¬ 
ble  effort  among  American  churches 
to  fulfill  the  scriptural  mandate  that 
Christ’s  followers  be  “one.” 

At  the  local  level,  that  witness  has 
been  in  the  form  of  promoting  practi¬ 
cal  cooperation  among  Christians  sep¬ 
arated  by  differing  theologies, 
traditions  and  forms  of  government. 

■  Via  the  NCCs  various  program 
units,  member  churches — and  partici¬ 
pating  non-member  bodies  such  as 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and 
Roman  Catholic  Church — can  do  to¬ 
gether  numerous  forms  of  outreach 
that  would  be  impractical  or  ineffec¬ 
tive  if  done  separately. 

For  example.  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  the  largest  NCC  program  unit. 


FaithLine: 


How  do  you  assess  recent  signs  of  disunity  within  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches?  What  implications  might  those  signs  have  for  grass¬ 
roots  Christians?  Tell  us  your  views  by  recording  a  30-second  message 
(maximum)  on  our  FaithLine  answering  machine. 

Call  (214)  630-6499  by  June  7. 


Letters  to  the  Editor, 


provides  millions  of  dollars  each  year 
in  emergency  aid  to  trouble  spots 
around  the  globe. 

Less  known  are  units  that  hold 
copyrights  to  the  Revised  Standard 
Version  of  the  Bible  (see  UMR,  May 
26),  that  publish  the  International 
Sunday  School  lesson  series  and  that 
develop  global  awareness  education 
materials,  including  widely  used  an¬ 
nual  missions  studies,  to  name  a  few. 

Work  will  likely  continue 

The  work  of  these  units  likely  will 
continue  in  some  form  with  or  with¬ 
out  the  NCC.  But  they  won’t  likely 
have  the  same  scope  and  impact  as 
they  do  as  members  of  a  common 
body  that  facilitates  funding  and 
broad-based  participation. 

■  The  NCC’s  most  dominant 
public  image  probably  has  been 
formed  by  its  frequent  resolutions 
on  social  issues.  At  one  time  or  an¬ 
other,  the  NCC  has  addressed  virtu¬ 
ally  every  conceivable  “hot  potato,” 
including  U.S.  recognition  of  Chi¬ 
na,  opposition  to  the  Vietnam  War, 
the  death  penalty,  gun  control  and 
U.S.  involvement  in  Latin  America. 

Grass-roots  Christians  hardly  have 
been  unanimous  in  affirming  such 
pronouncements  and  often  violently 
opposed.  A  perceived  imbalance  in 
the  NCC’s  positions  has  caused  many 
to  question  why  they  or  their  church 
should  support  the  council. 

Nevertheless,  whatever  one’s  view 
of  particular  NCC  pronouncements, 
as  a  whole  they  serve  to  remind  us 
that  our  faith  calls  us  to  engage  life- 
and-death  issues  in  the  secular  world. 

How  could  NCC  come  apart? 

Why,  then,  is  an  organization  that 
has  done  so  much  to  enrich  our  Chris¬ 
tian  witness  in  danger  of  coming 
apart?  That  seems  especially  ironic  at 

f  1:1 


These  early  leaders  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches — the  Rev.  Henry  Knox  Sherrill  (left),  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  William  C.  Martin,  the  Rev.  Eugene  Carson  Blake  and  the  Rev.  Edwin  T.  Dahlberg — belong  to 
what  some  recall  as  a  "friendlier"  era  in  Christian  relationships.  If  Christians  can't  work  with  each  oth¬ 
er  as  friends,  we  shouldn't  be  surprised  when  the  structures  they  run  begin  to  falter. 


a  time  when  many  efforts  across  de¬ 
nominational  lines  show  signs  of  re¬ 
newal,  including  World  Council  of 
Churches  mission  efforts  and  local  in¬ 
terdenominational  food  pantries. 

A  seasoned  United  Methodist  ob¬ 
server  at  the  Lexington  meeting  of¬ 
fered  a  compelling  hallway  diagnosis. 

He  recalled  his  earlier  days  when 
some  of  his  mentors  conducted  un¬ 
related  business  during  “serious” 
national  council  meetings.  They’d 
answer  mail  or,  in  one  case,  literally 
go  to  sleep,  he  said. 

Such  seeming  indifference  troubled 
him,  he  said.  Then  he  learned  that 
most  people  attending  such  meetings 
knew  each  other  personally  outside 


the  meeting  room.  They’d  take  morn¬ 
ing  walks  together,  and  their  families 
would  socialize  on  weekends. 

Hence,  he  said,  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  them  and  many  church  leaders 
today  is  that  past  leaders  came  to 
“big”  meetings  as  friends  who  had  re¬ 
solved  major  issues  in  advance. 

He  wasn’t  arguing  for  what  some 
might  view,  perhaps  unfairly,  as 
“good  old  boy  networks”  and  “under 
the  table  deals,”  he  said.  But,  he 
warned,  if  Christians  at  any  level — lo¬ 
cal  or  national — can’t  know  and  work 
with  each  other  as  friends,  then  we 
shouldn’t  be  surprised  when  the  struc¬ 
tures  they  run  begin  to  falter. 

It’s  premature  to  mourn  the 


death  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  To  the  contrary,  we 
should  hope  and  pray  for  its  heal¬ 
ing.  Its  reorganized  structure,  which 
attempts  to  relieve  recurring  ten¬ 
sions  about  who  makes  decisions 
and  who  controls  funds,  is  a  prom¬ 
ising  step  in  that  direction. 

But  that  structure  will  be  merely 
a  Band-Aid  on  a  cancer  if  the  peo¬ 
ple  applying  it  are  unable  or  unwill¬ 
ing  to  nurture  their  own  friendships 
by  showing  among  themselves  the 
loving  spirit  and  mind  of  Christ. 

On  such  a  simple  prescription 
rests  not  only  the  health  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  but  of 
all  parts  of  Christ’s  body. 


Nigeria  UMs  need  books  for  upgraded  school 


I  am  a  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  sent  out  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  work 
with  the  Nigeria  Provisional  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Nigeria  has  decided  to  upgrade  one  of 
its  Bible  schools  from  a  vernacular 
post-primary  school  to  a  post-second¬ 
ary  school  conducted  in  English. 

We  desperately  need  books  in  En¬ 
glish  on  a  junior  college  level  for  a 
variety  of  subjects,  including  Bible, 
theology,  ethics.  United  Methodist 
history,  polity  and  doctrine,  church 
history,  homiletics,  worship,  church 
administration,  Christian  education, 
evangelism,  contemporary  theologies 
and  denominations.  We  need  text 
books  and  reference  books. 

I’m  writing  to  ask  that  you  publi¬ 
cize  our  need  and  to  ask  people  to 
send  inquiries  and  books  to  Ann 


send  inquiries  and  books  to  Ann  Kemper, 
P.O.  Box  659,  S.U.M.U.M.B.,  Jos, 
Nigeria.  Please  label  packages 
“Books”  or  “Educational  Materials.” 

Thank  you  so  very  much. 

Ann  Kemper 
Jos,  Nigeria 

Nevada  churches  noted 

Let  us  celebrate  the  new  congre¬ 
gation  just  started  in  South  Reno, 
Nev.  (see  UMR,  May  19). 

However,  it  is  not  the  first  new 
church  begun  in  Nevada  since  the 
1950s. 

Five  new  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  have  been  started  in 
southern  Nevada  in  the  past  seven 
years.  They  are: 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Henderson  (1982);  First  Korean 
United  Methodist  Church,  Las  Ve¬ 
gas  (1985);  Green  Valley  United 
Methodist  Church,  Henderson 
(1986);  Advent  United  Methodist 
Church,  West  Las  Vegas  (1987); 


Sunrise  Mountain  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Las  Vegas  (1988). 

These  five  new  congregations 
have  a  combined  membership  of 
more  than  700  people. 

Nevada  is  an  interesting  state: 
seventh  largest  (in  land  mass)  in  the 
nation  but  47th  in  population.  Re¬ 
search  done  at  the  University  of 
Nevada,  Las  Vegas,  indicates  that 
1.2  percent  of  the  population  be¬ 
longs  to  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  but  more  than  three  times 
that  many  give  their  “religious  pref¬ 
erence”  as  Methodist! 

Jerome  G.  Blankinship 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada 

Keep  Reporter  coming 

I  didn’t  get  through  on  FaithLine 
today  just  after  I  received  and  read 
the  Holston  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter. 

So  1  decided  to  write  and  tell  you 
I  noticed  and  appreciated  the  larger 
print,  bolder  headlines  and  things 


Know  your  Bible?  what  others  are  saying= 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“God  is  our  refuge  and  strength, 
a  very  present  help  in  trouble.” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  I  John  3:16) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  4 

Monday:  Psalms  100 
Tuesday:  1  Kings  8:22-26 
Wednesday:  1  Kings  8:44-53 
Thursday:  Luke  7: 1-10 
Friday:  Luke  7:18-23 
Saturday:  Galatians  1:1-10 
Sunday:  Galatians  1 : 1 1-24 


“Statistics  are  signs  from  God. 
. . .  [They]  help  make  sense  of  the 
mission  task  by  providing  a  crucial 
part  of  our  knowledge  of  the  real 
world  ...  a  concise  way  to  get 
across  stark  facts,  to  pinpoint  situa¬ 
tions  where  the  Christian  response 
is  obvious.” 

— David  Barrett,  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board 
*  *  * 

. .  The  church  gathered  is  im¬ 
portant  not  for  the  lot  and  the 
building  but  for  the  people  who 
scatter  with  an  active  concern  for 
the  ‘least  of  these.’  ” 

— Mildren  Howarter,  winner,  Flori¬ 
da  Annual  Conference  essay  contest 
on  "inclusiveness” 


“. . .  There  are  millions  of  per¬ 
sons  seated  in  pews  across  this 
country  who  have  no  concept  of 
what  it  means  to  be  a  “King’s  kid,” 
to  the  extent  that  it  truly  enters 
their  being  and  figures  prominently 
in  their  decision-making.” 

— Kay  Lukins,  editor,  “Michigan 
Christian  Advocate” 


“Just  as  there  is  no  church  with¬ 
out  a  worshiping  life,  so  there  can¬ 
not  be  a  living  church  without 
missionary  life.” 

— Bishop  Anastasios  of  Androussa, 
Greek  Orthodox  moderator  of  World 
Council  of  Churches  Commission  on 
World  Mission  and  Evangelism 


in  color.  All  will  catch  the  attention 
of  readers. 

I  look  forward  to  the  Reporter 
each  week.  It  keeps  us  informed  of 
ones  we  know  as  well  as  the  church 
in  general. 

I  hope  I  can  always  receive  it. 

Dorothy  E.  Wyatt 
Athens,  Tennessee 

Accolades  on  new  look! 

Accolades  for  a  job  well  done  on 
your  new  format! 

Yours  is  not  just  "another  pretty 
face"  but  an  uncluttered,  sensitive 
approach  . . .  giving  us  new  under¬ 
standing  of  contemporary  issues  and 
nourishing  our  faith  in  God’s  word. 

Linda  Poage 
Richmond,  Virginia 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be  brief, 
must  be  original  and  must  carry  the 
signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,  ”  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Faithfully  yours : 


My  Witness  - 

A  summertime  'psalm' 


By  H.  E.  STEPHENS  )R. 

Monday  morning  I  heard 
strange  noises  in  the  foyer  and 
jumped  up  from  my  desk  to  see 
what  was  the  matter. 

As  I  looked  down  the  hall,  I 
noticed  an  assembly  of  atten¬ 
dance  pads  marching  single  file 
toward  my  office. 

The  parade  of  protesters  came 
to  a  halt  just  outside  my  door,  and 
their  leader  quietly  walked  inside 
and  presented  me  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  parable  by  Ernest  Anderson: 

Recreation  is  my  Shepherd 
I  shall  not  stay  home. 

He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  a 
sleeping  bag: 

He  leadeth  me  down  the  inter¬ 
state. 

He  restoreth  my  suntan: 

He  leadeth  me  to  state  parks 
For  comfort ‘s  sake. 

Yeah  though  l  stray  over  on  pri¬ 
vate  property, 

I  will  fear  no  farmer:  for  Thou  art 
with  me: 

My  rod  and  my  reel,  they  comfort 


" My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean • 
ingful  experiences 
of  the  Christian  life. 

The  Rev.  H.E. 

(Steve)  Stephens  lr. 
is  associate  pastor 
of  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church 

in  Abilene,  Texas _ _ 

(Northwest  Texas  Annual  Conference.) 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Witness," 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Thou  and  my  wife  reserveth 
a  table  at  the  campground 
in  the  presence  of  late-comers: 
Thou  anointest  my  outboard  with 
oil: 

My  gas  can  overjlowelh. 

Surely  my  boat  trailer  will  fol¬ 
low 

me  all  the  weekends  of  this  sum¬ 
mer, 

And  I  shall  return  to  the  house 
of  the  Lord  this  fall. 

The  attendance  registration 
delegation  asked  that  I  make  no 
comment  on  the  parable. 
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This  one’s  for  Monica,  although 
she’ll  probably  never  know  about  it. 

Ours  was  a  I 
chance  meeting —  I 
two  people  return-  L  -  - 

ing  home  from  ■  “W  ^  ,| 
business,  biding^k  45=^ 
time  in  an  airport  ~ 

lobby.  At  first  we  I 
spoke  guardedly  |ohn  Lovelace 
about  the  weather,  flight  time,  etc. 

But  she  seemed  to  want  to  talk 
and  to  decide  that  she  could  trust 
me.  I  learned  this  about  her: 

Age  31.  Self-identified  Christian. 
Raised  a  Roman  Catholic,  youngest 
of  five  girls  and  one  boy.  Recently 
broke  up  with  boyfriend  after  three 
years,  in  part  because  in  his  worka¬ 
holic  style  he  wouldn’t  agree  to  talk 
seriously  about  God.  marriage,  chil¬ 
dren,  church,  Sunday  school. . . . 

“What  kind  of  work  are  you  in?” 
she  asked,  as  if  she  had  monopo¬ 
lized  the  chat  long  enough. 

“I’m  a  newspaperman,"  I  an¬ 
swered.  That  didn’t  tell  her  enough, 
and  she  smiled  appreciatively  as  I 
added  words  like  “national”  and 
“United  Methodist”  and  “a  half 


million  a  week.” 

Monica  continued,  “I’ve  thought 
a  lot  about  God  and  my  life  since 
Randy  and  I  broke  up.  It’s  almost  as 
if  that  was  part  of  God’s  plan  so  I 
could  get  on  with  my  life.  I’ve  had 
this  assignment  to  Toronto,  my  first 
business  trip  outside  the  U.S.,  and  I 
got  sort  of  an  invitation  to  come  to 
London,  England,  to  train  some 
other  people.” 

Blushing,  she  said,  “I  feel  strange 
telling  you  so  much  about  myself. 
But  I  feel  better  from  talking  with 
you.  Oh,  by  the  way,  my  name’s 
Monica.” 

We  parted  as  we  boarded  the 
plane.  Seated  three  rows  behind 
her,  I  watched  Monica  alternately 
doze,  snack,  read  and  stir  during 
the  three-hour  flight.  There,  I 
thought,  is  a  child  of  God  who  is 
coming  to  realize  just  what  that 
means  in  her  life.  I’m  glad  our  con¬ 
versation  seems  to  have  helped. 

She  deplaned  ahead  of  me.  I 
knew  she  had  a  connecting  flight  to 
California  with  some  time  to  spare. 
I  felt  I  must  say  just  a  bit  more  to 
her,  and,  by  hurrying  down  the  con¬ 


course,  I  spotted  her. 

As  I  called  her  name,  she  turned 
and,  in  one  of  the  warmest,  most 
spontaneous  moments  of  my  life, 
we  embraced. 

“Thank  you,  John,  for  catching 
up  with  me,”  she  said.  “You’re  very 
special.” 

“I  just  wanted  to  wish  you  a  safe 
trip,”  I  said,  lamely. 

We  shook  hands  and  went  our 
separate  ways. 

Vaya  con  Dios,  Monica.  And 
know  that  God  goes  with  you. 
You’re  very  special,  too. 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  managing  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


Correction 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  (Louisi¬ 
ana  Area)  was  incorrectly  quoted  in 
the  “What  others  are  saying”  col¬ 
umn  in  some  editions  of  the  May  1 9 
Reporter.  He  actually  said,  “Our 
Discipline  reads  that  [pastoral]  ap¬ 
pointments  shall  be  made  without 
regard  to  race,  sex  and  age.” 

The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 
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MOBIL  MOVES:  Mobil  Corp.’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  sell  its  South  Africa  operations  pinpoints 
the  importance  of  comprehensive  sanctions 
against  that  country,  said  Sue  Robinson,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  executive.  She  said  the  oil  company’s  action 
proves  that  when  Congress  votes  for  sanctions 
“with  teeth,"  the  corporations  “feel  the  bite  eco¬ 
nomically.”  Mobil’s  chairman  cited  economic  ef¬ 
fects  of  “foolish  laws”  passed  by  Congress  as  the 
reason  for  the  company’s  action. 

CHINESE  PROTEST:  In  a  strong  state¬ 
ment  of  support  for  the  student  demonstrations 
in  Beijing,  Chinese  Protes¬ 
tant  Bishop  K.H.  Ting  has 
asked  for  the  prayers  of 
Christians  around  the 
world.  Bishop  Ting,  saying 
the  students’  demands  have 
arisen  from  a  feeling  of  pa¬ 
triotism,  called  for  leaders 
of  the  Central  Committee 
of  the  Chinese  Communist  K.  H.  Ting 
Party  to  talk  with  the  students.  The  Rev.  Ewing 
W.  Carroll  Jr.,  director  of  United  Methodism’s 
China  program,  praised  that  action  last  week.  In 
a  letter  to  the  Chinese  bishop,  he  said  that  dis¬ 
cussions  could  help  avoid  bloodshed. 

ABORTION  BATTLE:  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  evangelical  caucus  leaders  recently 
charged  that  staff  members  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  social  action  agency  violated  “both  the 
spirit  and  intent”  of  church  legislation  rejecting 
abortion  “for  reasons  of  birth  control  and  gen¬ 
der  selection"  when  they  took  part  in  an  abor¬ 
tion  rights  rally  in  Washington  last  month  (see 
UMR,  April  21.)  “Good  News”  officials  said 
staff  members  who  continue  to  violate  those 
guidelines  should  be  replaced. 

HOMOSEXUALITY  STUDY:  The 

executive  committee  of  United  Methodism's 
evangelical  caucus  expressed  displeasure  toward 
the  denomination’s  coordinating  council  for  add¬ 
ing  an  “openly”  gay  man  to  its  committee  to 
study  homosexuality,  but  refusing  to  add  an  an 
“orthodox"  theologian  and  an  “ex-gay”  to  the 
committee.  Some  members  of  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  argued  that  committee  member 
David  A.  Seamands  of  Wilmore,  Ky.,  is  a  Bible 
scholar  closely  identified  with  the  evangelical 
movement.  A  lesbian  was  among  those  originally 
named  to  the  27-member  committee. 

Compiled  From  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


Appointment 
costs  lliff  grant 
for  evangelism 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

A  Latin  American  theologian, 
exiled  from  Bolivia  for  his  non-vi¬ 
olent  Christian  witness,  has  been 
chosen  to  teach  evangelism  at 
United  Methodism’s  lliff  School 
of  Theology — but  not  without 
controversy  about  him  and  finan¬ 
cial  sacrifice  for  the  school. 

The  Rev.  Mortimer  Arias,  a 
Methodist  bishop  in  Bolivia 
from  1969-76,  is  to  assume  a 
three-year  faculty  appointment 
at  the  Denver  seminary  this  fall. 
He  is  the  retiring  president  of  the 
Latin  American  Biblical  Semi¬ 
nary  in  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica. 

A  North  Carolina-based  United 
Methodist  foundation  disagreed 
with  Hiffs  choice  and  withdrew  its 
offer  to  help  fund  the  evangelism 
teaching  post  Dr.  Arias  will  hold. 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer,  lliff 
president,  said,  “I  think  we  have 

Pastors, 
laity  go  to 
conference 

By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Your  pastor  and  at  least  one 
layperson  from  your  congrega¬ 
tion  should  be  “going  to  confer¬ 
ence"  in  the  next  few  weeks — if 
they  haven’t  gone  already. 

Meetings  of  the  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  United  States  be¬ 
gan  May  1 1  and  continue  through 
June  25.  Sessions  in  each  confer¬ 
ence  typically  take  3-4  days. 

Each  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation  sends  at  least  two  represen¬ 
tatives  to  the  yearly  meeting — the 
pastor  and  a  lay  person  elected  by 
the  charge  conference. 


much  to  leam  from  Christians  in 
the  Third  World.  Some  of  our  fast¬ 
est-growing  churches  are  there. 

“We  used  to  think  we  should 
send  people  there  to  teach  them 
evangelism.  Now,  we’re  trying  to 
leam  from  each  other." 

The  controversy  was  sparked 
when  the  unofficial,  privately  fund¬ 
ed  United  Methodist  Foundation 
for  Evangelism  objected  to  Dr. 
Arias’  selection.  The  foundation 
withdrew  a  $125,000  matching 
grant  to  help  pay  for  his  post. 

The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Kinder,  the 
foundation  director,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter,  “Because  of  theological  dif¬ 
ferences,  we  did  not  give  a  grant  to 
them.  They  [lliff  officials]  did  not 
meet  our  theological  guidelines.” 

He  said  the  40-year-old  founda¬ 
tion,  which  has  a  standing  offer  to 
provide  grants  to  United  Method¬ 
ist  seminaries  to  create  a  faculty 
position  for  an  evangelism  teacher, 
collects  and  disburses  funds  based 
upon  a  specific  theology  to  be  held 
by  the  professor. 

Dr.  Kinder,  who  declined  further 
comment  to  the  Reporter,  is  quoted 
by  a  Denver  newspaper  as  saying 
that,  during  a  conference  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  Dr.  Arias  “very  deliberately 
chopped  away  at  our  belief  in  the 
necessity  of  personal  conversion.” 

Dr.  Messer  said  that  rather  than 
spelling  out  guidelines,  the  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Evangelism  offered  the 
late  E.  Stanley  Jones — noted  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  to  India — as  the 
model  for  an  evangelism  professor. 

That  proved  ironic  when  Iliffs 
choice  of  Dr.  Arias  was  endorsed 
by  retired  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  James  K.  Mathews,  Dr.  Jones’ 
son-in-law. 

“My  father-in-law  knew  Arias 
personally,  and  I  am  quite  sure  he 
would  be  pleased  to  know  lliff  has 
appointed  him  as  professor  of  evan¬ 
gelism,”  Bishop  Mathews  said. 
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World  Council  of  Churches  seeks  God's  will  for  mission 

SAN  ANTONIO— The  Rev.  Emilio  Castro,  chief  executive  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and 
a  Uruguayan  Methodist,  addresses  728  delegates  from  76  countries  to  the  WCC-sponsored 
Conference  on  Mission  and  Evangelism  May  22-)une  1.  Dr.  Castro  spoke  on  the  conference 
theme,  "Your  Will  Be  Done:  Mission  in  Christ's  Way."  The  conference  on  the  campus  of  Trinity 
University  is  the  most  recent  in  a  series  of  WCC  one-per-decade  meetings  dating  to  1910. 


CLASSIFIED 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  LARGE  CAMPUS  Church 
with  multiple  staff.  Resumes  and  inquiries  to:  Phil 
Fenn,  Semor  Minister,  McFarlin  UMC,  Box  2190, 
Norman,  OK  73070,  (405)  321-3484, 


THE  LOUISVILLE  CONFERENCE  IS  SEEKING 

a  staff  person  for  Director/Manager  of  leisure/ retreat 
ministries.  Responsible  for  progam  planning,  fiscal 
and  property  management  of  500  acres  camp/retreat 
ground.  4  year  college  degree-  preferably  in  Recrea¬ 
tion  or  Leisure  Ministries.  Experience  in  Leisure 
Ministries  and  Camp  Administration.  Salary  and 
benefits  are  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Council  on 
Ministries,  1115  South  Fourth  Street,  Louisville, 
KY  40203.  Applications  received  without  regard  to 
race  or  sex.  Resumes  received  til  July  1. 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL  OF 

Religion  seeks  professor  of  Christian  education. 
Teach  both  graduate  and  undergraduate  courses. 
Should  be  acquainted  with  diaconal  ministry  and 
youth  ministry.  Doctoral  degree  including  graduate 
work  in  Christian  education.  Contact:  Director  of 
Personnel,  2501  N.  Blackwelder,  Oklahoma  City, 
OK  73106,  (405)  521-5151. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 

Youth  at  a  South  Florida  Church.  To  coordinate 
and  implement  the  overall  Christian  education  pro¬ 
gram.  To  supervise  and  train  youth  coordinator  and 
counselors.  Master’s  degree  in  Christian  Education 
required.  40  hour  week;  $403.85  week.  Send  resume 
to:  Job  Service  of  Florida,  Attn:  Job  Order  #  FL 
0096059,  105  E.  Broward  Blvd..  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL 
33301. 


ASSISTANT  ACTUARY.  ASSIST  THE  Actuary  in 

supervising  Actuarial  work  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  tor  pension  and  benefit  plans  covering 
ministerial  and  lay  employees  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Must  be  degreed  and  have  three  or 
more  years  experience  in  Actuarial  work.  Some  So¬ 
ciety  of  Actuaries  exams  preferred.  Send  resume  to: 
Christyne  Mackey,  General  Board  of  Pensions,  1200 
Davis  Street,  Evanston,  1L  60201 .  Apply  by  June  30. 


WANTED:  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  THE 

Campus  Ministry  Center  of  the  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions  including  Westy  Foundation  at  Miami  Uni¬ 
versity,  Oxford,  Ohio.  Seeking  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister  with  experience  in  campus  min¬ 
istry  to  twain  August  1,  1989.  Send  resume  immedi¬ 
ately  to:  Tne  Rev.  Esther  Chandler,  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  Campus  Ministry  Center,  16  South  Campus 
Avenue,  Oxford,  OH  45056. 


UNITED  METHODIST  UNIVERSITY  PARISH 

Director  at  Kansas  State  University,  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  required.  Advanced  degree  and  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Competitive  salary  and  benefits.  Creative 
person  in  developing  new  forms  of  ministry.  Wom¬ 
en  and  minorities  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Contact: 
Search  Committee,  612  Poyntz,  Manhattan,  KS 
66502.(913)  776-8821.  Deadline  June  15, 1989. 


MINISTER:  MASTERS  DIVINITY  /THEOLOGY 

required;  ordination  as  Methodist  Minister  eligibil¬ 
ity  required;  on  call  24  hours  per  day  for  emergency 
pastoral  counseling  (sickness  and  death)  required. 
Conduct  religious  worship  and  perform  other  spiri¬ 
tual  functions  associated  with  beliefs  and  practices 
of  religious  faith  or  denomination.  $  1 8,845/year.  40 
hour  week.  Submit  resume  to:  Department  of  Em¬ 
ployment  Security,  400  Georgia  Ave.,  Chattanooga, 
TN  37403-1897.  Attention:  Charles  Turner. 


Music  wanted  immediately.  2800-member  down¬ 
town  United  Methodist  church.  Current  programs 
include  over  200  persons  in  adult,  youth,  children’s 
vocal  choirs,  handbell  choirs  and  a  chamber  orches¬ 
tra.  Salary  range  $25,000  to  $30,000  commensurate 
with  training  and  experience,  plus  other  benefits. 
Send  resume  to:  First-Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 


er  Rd.,  Ft.  Pierce,  FL  34982- 


today! 


church  sponsored  child  care  center  (150  children). 


to:  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  3533,  Cincinnati, 
OH  45201  by  June  23. 


MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM-  FULL-TIME  for 

large,  3200-member  downtown  church.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to:  Senior  Minister,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  142  E.  Jackson  St.,  Orlando, 

FL  32801. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion  and  Youth.  First  United  Methodist  Church  with 

1175  members  in  city  of  18,000.  Prefer  master’s  of 
Christian  education,  but  will  consider  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  or  equivalent  in  experience.  We  are  looking  for 
just  the  right  person.  Salary  negotiable  in  regard  to 
education  and/or  experience.  Multi-staff  environ¬ 
ment.  Send  resume/inquiries  to:  Dr.  Steve  McElroy, 

Box  527,  Hereford,  TX  79045.  (806)  3644770. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  FOR  GROWING. 

ambitious  church  choir.  Part-time  position.  Please 
mail  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 

Box  286,  Coppell,  TX  750 1 9,  or  call  (2 1 4)  462-047 1 . 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  NORTH  FLORIDA 

for  a  full-time  Director  of  Christian  Education. 
Church  of  1 300  members.  Prefer  certified  Christian 
education  with  experience.  Salary  and  benefits  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Tom  Mitchell,  St.  Paul 
UMC,  8264  Lone  Star  Rd.,  Jacksonville,  FL  32211. 

SINGLES  MINISTER  SOUGHT  FOR  6000-mem¬ 

ber  church.  Send  resume  to:  Karen  Spencer,  First 
UMC,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75201  by 
June  30. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Immediate 

opening  in  a  1500  and  growing  church  in  central 
Florida.  A  full-time  position  with  full  graded  choirs 
and  handbells.  Experience  preferred,  references  re- 
quired  and  salary/benefit  package  negotiable.  Job 
description  available.  For  application  write:  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 

Box  669,  Kissimmee,  FL  32742-0669. 

YOUTH  MINISTER  NEEDED.  FULL-TIME  po¬ 

sition  open  at  1500-membership  church.  Ability  to 
direct  youth  choir  would  be  helpful,  but  not  manda¬ 
tory.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  or  contact: 
Rev.  Dick  Atkinson,  Casa  Linda  United  Methodist 
Church,  1800  Barnes  Bridge  Road,  Dallas.  TX 
75228. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  &  CHILDREN'S  minis¬ 

tries,  at  the  FUMC,  Campbellsville,  Kentucky.  Seek¬ 
ing  individual  with  a  dedication  to  service  and 
church  growth  in  developing  and  implementing 
Christian  education  in  an  800-member  congrega¬ 
tion.  Starting  salary  range  from  $18,000,  relocation 
allowances,  assistance  in  housing  location.  Camp- 
bellsville  is  the  geographic  center  of  Kentucky  locat¬ 
ed  near  Green  River  Lake.  Send  resume  and  inqui¬ 
ries  to:  Mrs.  Terri  Bright,  FUMC,  317  E.  Main. 
Campbellsville,  KY  42718. 

NEW  YORK  THANKSGIVING  THEATER  tour. 
Hong  Kong  and  Seoul  Christmas  shopping  spree 
and  sightseeing.  Brochures  available.  Escorted  by: 

-  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas, 

TX  75214.  Phone:  (214)  368-7026. 

FOR  FATHER’S  DAY  GIVE  “Through  Nine¬ 
teenth-Century  Eyes",  250-page  hard-cover  book 
about  strongly  Methodist  family  from  1830’s  to 
1917.  Contains  letters,  diaries,  newspaper  items; 
connective  narrative  includes  background  on  na¬ 
tional  events.  $22.50,  postpaid.  Order  from:  C.C. 
Coates.  23  Rice  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02140. 

OCEAN  GROVE,  NEW  JERSEY:  A  GREAT  vaca- 
tion  in  a  Christian  seaside  resort.  The  oldest  and 
largest  on-going  camp  meeting,  open  June  1 1-  Sept. 

10.  Renowned  evangelists  Sundays,  daily  Bible 
study,  youth  ministry,  clean  white  beaches  and 
wholesome  family  entertainment.  Free  color  bro¬ 
chure:  OGCMA,  Box  126,  Ocean  Grove,  NJ  07756. 

UNIQUE  GIFT  FOR  BIBLE  SCHOLARS.  Geneal¬ 
ogy  chart-  earth  line  from  Abram  to  Jesus  Christ. 
11x17,  suitable  for  framing.  $25.00.  Pat  L.  Hawkins, 
518  E.  Ida,  Sallisaw,  OK  74955. 

LAKE  FRONT  COTTAGE  ON  A  FISHING  LAKE 
in  Pocono  Mts.  Pennsylvania.  Sleeps  four  plus. 
Equipped.  Boat.  $235  week.  Frank  Kooker,  163  Ma- 
pic  St.,  Lexington,  MA  02173.  (617)  861-8378. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  REQUIRED:  Part-time  po¬ 
sition  for  a  diverse  U.M.  congregation  in  East  Rogers 
Park,  Chicago,  IL  Responsible  for  organ/piano  ac¬ 
companiment  and  choir  direction  as  well  as  coordi¬ 
nation  of  worship  services.  Submit  resume  to:  United 
Church  of  Rogers  Park,  1 545  W.  Morse,  Chicago,  IL 
60626.  (312)761-2500. 

NEW  ZEALAND/AUSTRALIA  TOUR  leaving  Los 
Angeles  Sept.  14.  Extensions  available.  Oberammer- 
gau  Passion  Play  trip  June  1990.  Marge  Overturf, 
hostess  for  Educational  Travel,  Box  476,  Ocon- 
omowoc,  WI  53066. 

UM  women  train  to  aid  female  prisoners 


GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— “Have 
you  ever  thought  about  what  hap¬ 
pens  to  the  children  of  women  who 
are  sent  to  prison?” 

Sally  Ernst  of  Bethel  Park,  Pa., 
president  of  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  mission 
board,  posed  that  question  at  a  re¬ 
cent  training  event  for  people  min¬ 
istering  to  incarcerated  women  and 
their  children. 

A  few  of  the  40  United  Methodist 
women  taking  part  in  the  four-day 
training  seminar  know  what  can 
happen.  They’ve  seen  it  firsthand. 

If  not  for  volunteers  like  them  who 
take  children  to  visit  their  mothers — 
sometimes  traveling  more  than  100 


miles — the  youngsters  and  their 
mothers  might  never  see  each  other 
for  however  long  the  mothers  are  im¬ 
prisoned— sometimes  years. 

The  United  Methodist  women 
were  focusing  on  the  need  for  ser¬ 
vices  for  jailed  women  in  an  event  a 
United  Methodism’s  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  staff  executive  said  was  an  his¬ 
toric  “single-focus  training  event.” 

Participants  designed  model  pro¬ 
grams  they  hope  to  institute  in  their 
home  communities. 

Any  effort  like  this  has  the  sup¬ 
port  of  many  prison  officials,  said 
one  warden  who  cooperates  with 
church  members’  attempts  to  min¬ 
ister  to  inmates. 

Donald  Camper,  warden  at  the 
Chillicothe  prison,  90  miles  east  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  praised  a  pro¬ 


gram  supported  by  Missouri 
churches  that  includes  volunteers 
bringing  children  to  visit  their 
mothers. 

“It  is  an  excellent  program,”  Mr. 
Camper  told  the  Reporter.  “It  gives 
a  lot  of  mothers  a  chance  to  see 
their  children  who  otherwise 
wouldn’t. 

“It  improves  the  mothers’  morale 
and  gives  them  something  to  look 
forward  to.” 

The  Rev.  Ruby  Elinor  Hare,  a 
United  Methodist  pastor  who  creat¬ 
ed  a  model  prison  ministry  in  New 
York  City,  said  a  half-million  wom¬ 
en  go  to  jail  every  year — some  for 
as  little  as  a  few  hours. 

“The  biggest  heartache  is  that 


most  of  these  women  have  small 
children,”  said  Ms.  Hare.  “We  try 
to  maintain  the  bond  between  the 
mother  and  her  children.” 

Her  Women’s  Advocate  Ministry, 
which  opened  in  1983,  starts  its  cri¬ 
sis  intervention  effort  in  the 
"pens” — cagelike  holding  areas  in 
New  York  City  courthouses— 
where  women  are  held  while  they 
await  court  proceedings. 

Nationwide,  about  31.000  wom¬ 
en  are  in  state  and  federal  prisons, 
according  to  figures  from  the  U.S. 
Bureau  of  Criminal  Justice. 

An  agency  spokesperson  told  the 
Reporter  there  are  no  statistics  to 
indicate  how  many  of  the  women 
have  minor  children. 


Offenders  seek  help 
via  videotaped  stories 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo  — “If  I’d 
ever  give  up  hope,  I’d  die.” 

The  words  are  from  a  videotape 
made  at  a  women’s  prison  in  Mis¬ 
souri.  A  woman  serving  a  life  sen¬ 
tence  without  possibility  of  parole 
is  describing  how  she  “keeps  hope.” 

Her  heartrending  story,  along 
with  those  of  others — most  of  them 
said  they  were  mothers  (see  sepa¬ 
rate  story) — brought  tears  to  the 
eyes  of  many  United  Methodist 
women  at  a  national  training  semi¬ 
nar  on  ministry  to  women  and  their 
children. 

Later,  the  United  Methodist 
women  heard  from  women  parolees 
and  prisoners  who  repeatedly  said 
that  many  female  prisoners  had 
been  victims  of  abuse. 

Linda,  who  served  2'h  years  for 
embezzling,  said,  “I  want  to  empha¬ 
size  that  people  say,  ‘That  could  nev¬ 
er  happen  to  me.’  It  can  happen!" 

Judy,  who  was  convicted  of  mur¬ 
der,  agreed. 

Speaking  by  telephone  from  the 
Fulton  (Mo.)  prison,  she  described 
herself  as  having  been  “a  typical  lit¬ 
tle  Maxwell  House  wife." 


" Incarceration  now  is 
dehumanizing. " 

— Louise  Bauschard 


The  women  urged  that  United 
Methodists: 

•  Oppose  the  death  penalty. 

•  Provide  moral  support  for  pris¬ 
oners’  families. 

•  Support  counseling  and  rehabili¬ 
tation  programs  for  inmates. 

•  Work  to  prevent  women  from 
losing  their  children. 

Louise  Bauschard,  who  heads  a 
counseling  center  in  St.  Louis,  told 
the  Reporter,  “Incarceration,  as  it  is 
now,  is  dehumanizing.  It  is  unglued, 
a  runaway  train  that’s  gone  off  the 
track,  in  terms  of  its  purpose  in  so¬ 
ciety.” 

She  said  that  systemic  changes, 
including  action  to  prevent  the  fam¬ 
ily  violence  that  is  a  root  cause  of 
women’s  troubles,  are  as  important 
as  “one-to-one”  ministries. 

“It’s  frustrating,”  she  said.  “You 
see  the  people  dead  in  the  water, 
and  you  want  to  go  upstream  and 
find  out  what  happened!” 

— GIFN  LARUM 
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KANSAS  CITY,  Mo. — Women  go  to  jail  at  the  rate  of  a  half-million 
women  in  the  United  States  every  year.  That  concern  and  others 
were  highlighted  in  a  recent  weeklong  workshop  on  how  Christian 
congregations  can  develop  effective  ministries  to  incarcerated 
women  and  their  children. 
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Faith - 

connections 

CENTENNIAL  MARKED:  The  cen¬ 
tennial  of  the  Epworth  League — forerunner  to  to¬ 
day's  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship — was 
celebrated  recently  in  the  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
church — Epworth  Euclid  UMC — where  it  began. 
Started  as  the  merger  of  five  Methodist  youth 
groups,  within  10  years  Epworth  League  claimed 
its  peak  of  1.75  million  members  in  19,500  chap¬ 
ters  worldwide. 


CHRISTIAN  CAMPS:  The  new  chair¬ 
woman  of  the  United  Methodist  National 
Camping  Committee  doesn’t  view  camping  and 
retreats  as  just  centers  of  fun 
and  relaxation.  Kathy  Trotter 
of  the  North  Indiana  confer¬ 
ence  said,  "Camp  and  retreat 
programs  in  all  annual  confer¬ 
ences  are  valued  as  a  primary 
means  of  doing  evangelism 
and  discipleship  education.” 

Ms.  Trotter  added  that  new 
challenges  facing  outdoor  min¬ 
istries  involve  providing  more  quality  programs 
and  facilities,  offering  programs  geared  to 
adults  and  increasing  annual  conference  loyalty 
and  financial  support. 


Kathy  Trotter 


NEW  TEACHING  POSTS:  An  edu¬ 
cator  who  helped  restore  Red  Bird  Mission 
School’s  accreditation  after  a  dispute  with  state 
education  officials  is  leaving  the  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  facility  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Dr.  By¬ 
ron  Perrine  is  to  teach  German  and  help  direct  a 
teacher  intern  program  at  Oneida  Baptist  Insti¬ 
tute  in  Oneida,  Ky.  His  wife,  Cheryl,  a  math 
teacher  at  Red  Bird,  is  also  moving  to  the  Onei¬ 
da  school  to  teach  the  same  subject.  The  institute 
is  a  national  Christian  boarding  school  serving 
students  from  23  states  and  10  countries. 

NOT  TYPICAL:  Raising  funds  for  a 
burn  center,  helping  a  Brazilian  missionary  and 
filling  Christmas  stockings  for  prisoners  are 
typical  acts  for  the  United  Methodist  Women’s 
unit  at  Monterey  UMC  in  Florence,  Miss.  What 
may  not  be  typical  is  that  it  has  just  nine  mem¬ 
bers,  ranging  in  age  from  the  mid-40s  to  92. 
“We  are  trying  to  show  our  thanks  to  God  by 
thinking  of  others,”  said  92-year-old  Sally  Pitt¬ 
man,  in  a  recent  issue  of  "Guideposts,”  the  non- 
denominational  devotional  magazine.  The 
UMW  unit  received  a  citation  and  $1,000  from 
the  publication  to  assist  with  its  mission  efforts. 


Church  youth  lead  way 

HELENA,  Mont.— Youth  from  St.  Paul's 
United  Methodist  Church  could  give  lead¬ 
ership  lessons  to  the  denomination.  This 
year,  Shawna  English  (left)  is  president  of 
the  Yellowstone  conference's  youth  coun¬ 
cil,  Toby  Weida  is  president  of  the  Western 
Jurisdiction's  youth  council,  and  Jenny  De- 
voe  is  president  of  the  National  Youth  Min¬ 
istries  Organization. 


BACK  TO  SCHOOL:  Robert  c. 

Krueger,  former  U.S.  ambassador-at-large  to 
Mexico,  is  to  return  to  his  alma  mater,  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas,  this  fall  to 
teach  a  political  science  course.  Dr.  Krueger,  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  “genuine  intellectual”  by  SMU 
President  A.  Kenneth  Pye,  also  has  taught  at 
Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C.,  another 
United  Methodist-related  school,  and  served 
two  terms  in  Congress. 


MORRISTOWN  SOLD:  United 

Methodist-related  Morristown  (Tenn.)  College 
has  officially  been  acquired  by  Knoxville 
(Tenn.)  College  and  will  reopen  this  fall  as  a  sat¬ 
ellite  campus  of  the  Presbyterian-related  school. 
Representatives  of  the  two  historically  black  in¬ 
stitutions  met  on  May  17  to  sign  deeds,  bills  of 
sale  and  other  legal  documents.  Knoxville  Col¬ 
lege  has  acquired  assets  formerly  owned  by 
Morristown  College  and  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

HISTORICAL  MEETINGS:  Metho¬ 
dism’s  Wesleyan  heritage  and  its  meaning  for 
both  present  and  future  will  be  examined  by 
more  than  300  persons  from  across  the  country 
June  30-July  3  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  during 
United  Methodism’s  first  historical  convoca¬ 
tion.  “Celebrating  Our  Heritage — Caring  for 
Our  History”  is  the  theme  of  the  meeting  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Commission  on  Archives  and  His¬ 
tory.  Concurrent  with  the  convocation  will  be 
the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Methodist  Histori¬ 
cal  Society.  Also  meeting  at  the  same  site  will  be 
the  North  American  section  of  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council. 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


Faith  at  work 


Missions  directors  glimpse 
Gospel  in  action  in  Mexico 


People  called 

—United  Methodist 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

MEXICO  CITY— More  than 
20  directors  of  United  Method¬ 
ism's  overseas  mission  agency 
looked  on  recently  as  members  of 
Templo  Santisma  Trinidad  used 
a  children's  open-air  service  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel  to  their 
neighborhood. 

While  children  sang  hymns,  re¬ 
cited  Bible  verses  and  listened  as 
an  Iglesia  Metodista  de  Mexico 
pastor  told  them  about  God’s 
love,  the  crowd  swelled. 

Pedestrians,  some  homebound 
from  the  market  and  carrying  bags 
of  fruit  and  produce,  responded  to 
invitations  to  join  the  crowd. 

Among  those  who  joined  the 
service  in  progress  was  a  family 
of  six  that  accepted  an  invitation 
to  join  the  congregation  under  a 
canvas  roof,  spread  out  over  a 
carefully-swept  vacant  lot  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  church  building. 

While  the  father  and  mother  lis¬ 
tened  attentively  to  singers  and 
speakers,  their  12-year-old  daugh¬ 
ter  paged  through  the  little  blue 
New  Testament  she’d  been  given. 

A  younger  sister  listened  to  the 
singing  and  Bible  verses  while 
bouncing  her  baby  sister  on  her 
knee. 

Her  6-year-old  brother  laughed 
as  Sandy  and  A1  Wilder,  two  of  the 
North  American  contingent,  used  a 
“Cookie  Monster”  hand  puppet  to 
convey  the  message  of  Jesus’  love. 

When  the  service  was  over,  a 
Templo  Santisma  Trinidad 
member  invited  the  family  into 
the  chapel. 

There  she  counseled  with 
them,  urging  them  to  respond  to 
God’s  love  for  them  and  join  the 
congregation. 

Mexican  Bishop  Raul  Ruiz  had 
said  earlier  that  the  open-air  chil¬ 
dren’s  service  is  the  latest  of  his 
church’s  aggressive  evangelism  ef¬ 


forts  in  what  is  widely-believed  to 
be  the  world’s  largest  city. 

The  service  was  one  of  several 
worship  events  in  Mexico  City 
that  capped  a  weeklong  retreat  in 
Mexico  for  elected  directors  of 


the  United  Methodist  overseas 
mission  agency. 

The  directors  spent  five  days  at 
Oaxtepec,  a  workers’  resort  south 
of  Mexico  City,  examining  future 
mission  directions  for  the  agency. 


Bishop  Harmon  oldest  living 
graduate  of  Millsaps  College 

JACKSON,  Miss.  (UMNS) — 
Not  every  college  graduate  can 
say  they  were  born  before  the 
founding  of  their  alma  mater. 

Nor  can  every  college  claim 
that  its  oldest  living  graduate  re¬ 
turned  to  preach  a  rousing  bacca¬ 
laureate  sermon  on  the  diamond 
anniversary  of  his  graduation. 

But  retired  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Nolan  B.  Harmon  of  Atlan¬ 
ta,  and  Millsaps  College  in  Jack- 
son,  Miss.,  can  make  those  claims. 

Bishop  Harmon,  96,  delivered 
the  baccalaureate  sermon  at  Mill¬ 
saps’  95th  commencement  on  May 
14 — the  75th  anniversary  of  his 
own  commencement  in  1914. 

He  challenged  the  308  gradu¬ 
ates  to  use  their  time  wisely,  con¬ 
trasting  the  Epicurean  view 
[“Have  a  good  time  while  you 
can”]  and  the  stoic  view  [“which 
looks  at  time  as  something  we 
don’t  understand  but  must  make 
the  most  of”]  with  the  Christian 
view  of  time — “a  straight  line 
that  may  wobble  but  has  a  begin¬ 
ning  and  an  end.” 

A  native  of  Meridian,  Miss., 
Bishop  Harmon  is  the  son,  grand¬ 
son  and  great-grandson  of  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers.  He  was  elected  to 
the  episcopacy  in  1956. 

UM  doctor  tapped  to  head 
lonsibilit 
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MEXICO  CITY— Neighborhood  kids  crowd  around  a  makeshift 
stage  in  a  vacant  lot  next  to  a  Methodist  church  to  take  part  in 
an  open-air  evangelistic  service  aimed  at  children. 


social  responsibility  group 

Dr.  Wes  Wallace,  director  of 
emergency  medicine  at  Round 
Rock  (Texas) 

Hospital,  is  new 
president  of  Phy¬ 
sicians  for  Social 
Responsibility.  S 
The  private  orga- 
nization  edu- 
cates  the  public  A 
about  the  medi¬ 
cal  consequences  Wes  Wallace 
of  nuclear  war.  A  member  of 
University  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Austin,  Texas,  he  was 
one  of  a  handful  of  American 


te  at  Round 


to  talk  to  victims  of  the  Cherno¬ 
byl  nuclear  power  plant  explo¬ 
sion  in  1986. 

UM  seminarian  to  serve  at 
Wesley's  Chapel  in  London 

Benjamin  J.  Black  III,  a  presi¬ 
dential  scholar  at  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  School  in 
(Delaware)  Ohio, 
has  been  selected  to 
serve  as  assistant 
minister  at  historic 
Wesley’s  Chapel  in 
London— birth¬ 
place  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  movement . 

He  will  also  be  Ben  Black  111 
chaplain  for  two  universities  in  the 
London  area. 

Mr.  Black,  a  student  pastor  in 
the  East  Ohio  conference’s 
Southern  Morrow  County  Coop¬ 
erative  Parish,  is  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  J.  Black  Jr.  This 
year  is  the  third  in  a  row  in 
which  a  student  from  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Theological  School  in  Ohio 
has  been  selected  for  the  one- 
year  post  at  Wesley’s  Chapel  in 
London. 

Archives  &  History  names 
UM  essay  contest  winners 

MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)— 
Patricia  T.  Cleary,  a  student  at 
Duke  University  Divinity  School 
in  Durham,  N.C.,  was  awarded 
the  $300  first  prize  in  the  John 
Harrison  Ness  competition  for  her 
essay  on  “John  Wesley’s  Theology 
of  Illness.” 

The  annual  competition,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History,  is  named  for  a 
late  historian  in  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church. 

Second  prize  of  $200  went  to 
the  Rev.  Dolores  Mangum-Allen 
of  Fowlerville,  N.Y.,  for  her  essay 
on  the  life  of  the  late  Rev.  Charles 
Albert  Tindley,  a  black  Methodist 
pastor  credited  with  being  a  pri- 


Heifer  Project's 
animals  symbolize 
God's  'good  news' 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

PUEBLA,  Mexico — Can 
you  imagine  a  milk  cow,  ewe 
or  a  sow  as  a  living  symbol  of 
the  good  news  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ? 

That’s  Heifer  Project  of 
Mexico. 

That  organization’s  good 
news  is  that  God  loves  you, 
doesn't  want  you  to  go 
hungry  and  wants  to  give  you 
a  future. 

Just  ask  Senora  Angela 
Cruz  in  the  little  Mexican 
village  of  San  Lucas.  She’ll 
tell  you  about  her  family’s 
milk  cow. 

Her  family  is  one  of  hun¬ 
dreds  whose  diet,  income 
and  future  have  been  bright¬ 
ened  by  a  United  Methodist- 
aided  program  —  Heifer 
Project  of  Mexico — said  Ter¬ 
ry  Henderson,  project  direc¬ 
tor  and  a  UM  missionary. 

The  elderly  Mrs.  Cruz  was 
all  smiles  during  a  recent  vis¬ 
it  by  about  a  dozen  directors 
of  the  United  Methodist 
overseas  mission  agency. 

The  elected  directors  were 
part  of  a  larger  group  of  58. 
They  split  up  to  tour  church- 
supported  programs  in  and 
around  Mexico  City  before 
going  to  a  weeklong  retreat  to 
HESS 
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Partnership 
in  Missions 

No  gift  too  small 

review  the  denomination’s 
mission  thrusts. 

In  a  rural  area  east  of  Mex¬ 
ico  City,  they  visited  Ms. 
Cruz  and  several  other  fam¬ 
ilies  who  have  received  train¬ 
ing  and  been  given  animals. 

The  8'/2-year-old  Mexican 
program  is  part  of  Heifer 
Project  International,  a  non¬ 
profit  agency  that  dates  to 
the  1940s. 

Its  Mexico  project  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  direct  gifts  from 
United  Methodists  through  a 
special  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church  program — 
No.  007629-3. 

More  than  $90,000— al¬ 
most  80  percent  of  the  proj¬ 
ect’s  budget — came  from 
United  Methodists  last  year, 
said  Mr.  Henderson. 

The  project,  which  distrib¬ 
uted  961  animals  last  year,  is 
part  of  a  larger  church-sup¬ 
ported  effort  that: 

•  Provides  livestock — 
heifers,  sows,  ewes,  goats — 
and  training  to  village  fam¬ 
ilies. 

•  Gives  agricultural  schol¬ 
arships  to  Christian  youth. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  GLEN  LARUM 

AN  LUCAS,  Mexico— Heifer  Project  employee  Hector 
lomero  pets  one  of  the  Holstein  heifers  that  have  been 
;iven  to  Mexican  farmers. 


Pray  for  Mission  ’89. 

From  London  to  Great  Britain  and  Africa  via  satellite. 


Pray  for  the  programs 
shown  on  TV  networks 
in  23  African  countries 
at  prime  time. 

Livelink  will  also  take  the  Earls 
Court  meetings  to  African  TV 
networks  for  live  or  delayed  video¬ 
taped  showings.  Pray  for  the  African 
churches  and  volunteers  who  are  train¬ 
ing  for  these  meetings  by  TV.  Pray  for 
wide  viewing  and  receptivity  to  God’s 
word  presented  in  many  homes  and 
languages.  Pray  for  the  translations  and 
for  those  answering  phone  and  mail 
inquiries.  The  Lord  has  opened  such  a 
unique  opportunity!  For  many  of  these 
networks,  mostly  state-owned,  this  is  a 
first,  especially  during  prime  time. 


"T his  is  our  ministry’s  most 
extensive  opportunity  ever.  We 
are  reaching  millions  and  the 
individuals  that  comprise 
those  millions.” 


Pray  for  those  viewing 
this  gospel  presentation 
in  more  than  200  cities  and 
villages  in  Great  Britain. 

For  several  weeks,  the  Graham  Team 
will  be  preaching  and  teaching 
throughout  Great  Britain.  Please 
pray  for  primary  meetings  in  three 
London  locations:  West  Ham  Football 
Ground  June  14-16,  Crystal  Palace 
Athletics  Stadium  June  21-23,  Earls 
Court  Arena  June  26-July  1. 

Also  pray  for  Livelink  satellite 
transmissions  showing  the  Earls  Court 
meetings  live  in  over  200  locations 
throughout  the  U.K.  and  Ireland. 

Uphold  the  cooperating  churches 
and  the  believers  at  all  200+  sites  to 
be  used  to  bring  many  to  the  Savior 
through  counseling  and  follow-up.  Pray 
for  Christians  to  be  bold  in  inviting 
others  to  the  meetings. 

Finally,  pray  for  Mission  '89  to 
create  wide  awareness  of  salvation  in 
Jesus.  Pray  for  dear  proclamation 
of  the  Gospel  and  the  spiritual  j  and 
physical  strength  of  the  Billy  l 
Graham  Team  and  volunteers.  ImS 
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Mission  ’89 


Pray  for  Mission  ’89  -  the 
most  extensive  evangelistic 
endeavor  in  the  history 
of  the  Billy  Graham 
Evangelistic  Association. 

Pray  that  this  Mission  may  be  used 
to  reach  millions,  and  that  Mr. 
Graham,  at  the  peak  of  his  minis¬ 
try,  will  have  the  strength  and  wisdom 
to  lead  this  endeavor. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  may  be  deliv¬ 
ered  out  of  false  religions  and  unbelief, 
not  by  meetings  or  messages,  but  by 
God’s  Spirit  in  response  to  prayer. 
Thousands  are  already  praying.  We 
need  your  prayers. 


Please  join  with  us. 
Your  prayers  mean  the 
world  to  Mission  ’89. 
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Bishop  Announces  1989-90  Conference  Appointments 

_  .  ■  *  r-v -  rp Rnorr  n  I  alhan 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  announced  the  following  ministerial  appointments 
during  the  19th  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  held  in  Shreveport,  June  5-8. 
The  appointments  became  effective  following  the  closing  conference  session. 
Ministers  will  be  in  their  new  appointments  on  Sunday,  June  1 8. 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Kirby  A.  Vining  4 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island . J  Edwin  Dtlworth  4 

Berwick.  First . David  B.  Dietzel  3 

Briggs . (James  F.  Haynes  PTLP)  4 

Dulac.  Clanton  Chapel . (Cyril  A.  Verrett  PTLP)  I 

Franklin: 

Asbury-Trinity . Major  M.  Goldman  7 

First-McGowen . J.  Vernon  Fairley  5 

Houma: 

First . J  Henry  Bowdon.  Jr.  2 

Houma  Heights . (Gary  J.  Herman  PTLP)  I 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon . (James  S.  Davidson  R)  3 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan . . . Gary  L.  VanHom  4 

Jeanerette: 

St.  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion . (Fulton  A.  Raymond,  Sr.  FTLP)  4 

St.  Petcr-Godman . (Herbert  E.  Green.  Sr.)  I 

Lafayette: 

Asbury . Stone  W.  Caraway  2 

Associate . Weldon  C.  Bares  10 

Associate . Charles  R  Langford  8 

Church  of  the  Covenant  . . Brady  B  Forman  2 

Davidson  Memorial-Lydia .  Robert  L.  Deich  3 

First . Ira  M.  Robinson  5 

Associate . . . Thomas  E.  Dolph  1 

Mallalieu-St.  James . Howard  L.  Milo  6 

Lottie-Rosedale-Krotz  Springs . (Don  Gentry  PTLP)  I 

Manngoum.  St.  Peter-Green- Wiley  . (Ernest  E.  Scott  PTLP)  10 

Matthews.  Memorial-Bayou  Blue . L.  Andy  Foreman  6 

Melvillc-Palmetto . Kenneth  Chapman  OD  1 7 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel . Calvin  O.  Lapuyade  2 

Wamslev-Mason . (Dan  Washington.  Jr.  PTLP)  I 

Napoleonville.  Wesley-Woodlawn . . . . (Albert  Holland  FTLP)  1 1 

New  Iberia.  First . Hugh  L.  Baker.  Jr  6 

New  Roads: 

First-Port  Barrc . (Fred  M.  Fraser  FTLP)  2 

St  Paul-Scott  Chapel . (Obie  J.  Southall  PTLP)  3 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial . Cliff  C.  Wright,  Jr.  4 

St.  Mark . Carolyn  A.  Stokes  PM  1 

Patterson . Karen  F.  Davis  3 

St.  Martinville,  Mallalieu-Mt.  Zion . (Marcell  A.  Johnson  FTLP)  5 

Thibodaux: 

First-Vacherie-Gibson . Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr.  5 

Calvary-Magnolia . (Louis  Augustine,  Jr.)  3 

Washington.  St.  Paul-St.  James . (Leroy  Brumfield  PTLP)  3 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . C.  Richard  HofTpauir  1 

Alexandria: 

First . Henry  C.  Blount  2 

Associate . Ronald  D  Dauphin  2 

Associate . Kathryn  J  Dauphin  2 

Associate  .. . . . . : . Fred  S.  Flurry  R  12 

Horseshoe  Drive . W.  Ed  Parks.  Sr.  I 

Newman . Isiah  N.  Lee.  Jr.  PM  1 

Trimty-MacArthur  Drive . (Thomas  C.  Beeler  FTLP)  I 

Wilton-St.  Mark  s . ."  .(Dan  C  SiWten)  I 

Ball-Clc8r  Creek-Springhill  . . . . James  B.  Clay.  Jr.  OD  5 

Boyce 

First-Lahey  Chapel-Sicper  .'.: . Joe  A.  Hoover  2 

Union . (Carl  E.  Johnson  PTLP)  I 

Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Mem. -Evergreen-White's  Chapel . Charles  L.  Floyd.  Jr.  3 

Marshall-Simpson-St  Mark's . TBS 

Wesley.  Booneville . (Carl  E.  Johnson  PTLP)  I 

Colfax-Hollins  Chapel . Fay  Barr-hartung  PM  3 

Eden . .....TBS 

Glenmora-Fcllowship-Forest  Hill-Melder . (Paul  C  Singletary.  Sr.)  2 

Jena.  Nollcy  Mcmorial-Belah . Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  8 

Jonesville-Bethel . (Joseph  L.  Rountree)  4 

Lecomptc-Bayou  Chicot-Cheney  ville . John  E.  Zehr  PM  I 

Marksville-Oak  Grovc-Simmesport . Stephen  J.  Porter  3 

Marthaville-Bculah  . . Abe  M.  Conerly  R  9 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion-Atlanta-St.  Maurice . Roland  K.  Friedrich  I 

Campti.  St.  Paul-Mt.  Zion-Emman-Ch..  St.  Paul ...  (Alex  Johnson  PTLP)  15 
Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel-St.  Marks . James  A.  Graham  2 

College  Avenue-Campti-Strange . (Betty  A.  Hoffman  SLP)  3 

First . Conrad  P.  Edwards  1 

Associate . J.  Ryan  Horton,  Jr.  4 

Oak  Grove . Sherman  L  Beird  I 

Olla-Urama . Ricky  L.  Willis  PM  2 

Palestine  . William  A.  Rowell.  Jr.  I 

Pineville: 

First . Jimmie  D.  Pyles  6 

Associate . Arthur  M.  Baker  R  I 

Wesley . TBS 

Pleasant  Grove . TBS 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel-Selma . . (Leon  L.  Zordan.  Jr.  FTLP)  I 

Provencal- Weaver . Jolly  B.  Harper  R  1 5 

Trout.  Justiss  Memorial . (Milton  Monroe  SLP)  I 

Wmnficld-Couley-Sanders  Chapel . Steven  W.  Caraway  2 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr  4 

Baton  Rouge  Metropolitan  Area: 

Baker  . Leon  A.  Boggs  3 

Associate . John  H.  Sewell  R  15 

Bethel-Dee rford . John  C.  Coker.  Sr  I 

Black  water .  R  Larry  Stafford  6 

Associate . . . ...Stuart  Sherman  2 

Broadmoor . Kenneth  R.  Reed  6 

Associate . (Bobby  J.  Bowling)  3 

Associate . Kenneth  C.  Duke.  Sr.  PM  2 

Associate . James  W,  Spitzkeit  6 

Camphor  Memorial . Moses  T.  Jackson.  Sr.  4 

First . Christopher  H.  Andrews  I 

Associate . L.  Chris  Curry  4 

Associate . . . Ted  D  Freeland  2 

Associate . Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr  6 

Minister  of  Music . Franklin  P.  Poole  7 

Francis  Asbury . Manasseh  C.  Cady  1 

Hughes  Mem. -Andrews  Chapel . William  J.  Miller  20 

Ingleside . . . .James  R.  Schaub  2 

Jefferson . William  E.  Nolan  3 

Jordan-LeJeunc . Clarence  L.  Hillard  2 

Magnol la-St  Paul . (Wayne  Howington  FTLP)  I 

Necly-Hartzell . Donald  R.  Avery  1 8 

North  Baton  Rouge-lstrouma . . Carol  Susan  Winn  5 

St  Andrew's, . Fred  B.  Wideman  9 

St.John's . . . H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr  2 

St.  Luke's . Kenneth  R.  Bowman  I 

St.  Mark . Kenneth  M.  Fisher  10 

Wesley . Freddie  C.  Henderson  2 

William  B.  Reily  Mem  University . J.  Philip  Woodland  10 

Associate . Kenneth  M.  Carroll  12 

Winboume . Stephen  C.  Fleming  5 

Zachary: 

First . James  W.  Mitchell  I 

Jackson  Chapel-Moses  Chpl.-St.  Peter . (Oscar  L  Brown  PTLP)  6 

Beech  Grove . (Edward  L.  Berry  R)  9 

Carpenter's  Chapel . . . (J.  Monroe  Wilkes  R)  1 

Clinton: 

Clinton-Clear  Creek . Rodney  Kennedy  I 

Ml.  Zion-St.  Paul . (Willie  R.  Lafayette  R)  2 

Donaldsonville: 

First . James  Albert  Trickett  R  1 

St  Pctcr-Belle  Rose.  St.  James . .  (Donald  D.  Barrie)  4 

Faithful-New  River . (Jay  V.  Daigle  FTLP)  14 

Gonzales-Meadows  Chapel . William  M.  Jacocks  3 

Grand  River . (Seaborn  B.  Young.  Jr.  PTLP)  2 

Jackson-Ethel . Jack  D  Phelps  3 

Plaqucmine: 

First . J.  Richard  Scott-Welch  5 

Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke . (Thomas  A.  Wesley  PTLP)  6 

Port  Allen.  Scott  Chapel-Shiloh . Robert  Williams  2 

Si  Francisville-Tunica . (Harold  B  Babin  FTLP)  18 

Slaughtcr-BlufTCreck . (Darwin  Brccheen  PTLP)  I 

Spillman.  New  Hope-Concord . T.B.S. 

Wilson.  Weslcy-Asbury-Mt.  Carmel . (Joseph  E.  Moore  PTLP)  6 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Woodrow  W.  Smith  6 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier . Paul  W.  Carter  I 

Church  Point-Maxie-Villc  Platte . (Roy  C.  Young  FTLP)  I 


6 

1 

DeRidder: 

6 

.  A  Swindell  Hodges.  Jr 

1 

.  T.B.S 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Jennings.  First . 

. Richard  C  Hebert 

3 

Kinder-Oberlm-Basile . 

. (Darryl  A.  Tate  FTLP) 

3 

1 

2 

. Walter  L.  Parr.  Jr. 

5 

10 

3 

5 

2 

Edwin  H  House.  Jr. 

4 

Warren . . 

. Larry  Martin.  Sr  PM 

1 

Lcesville 

8 

3 

3 

Moss  BlufT . 

. (Glynn  L.  Foreman  FTLP) 

6 

4 

2 

3 

2 

Rayne.  Ccntenary-Ebenezer-Branch 

. G.  Larry  Maxwell.  Sr. 

1 

19 

Sulphur: 

Donald  J  Hall 

1 

3 

. M  Ray  Holt 

3 

2 

Welsh: 

First-Jennings.  Trinity . 

. Eddie  E.  Morgan.  Jr. 

4 

(Ronald  Pa.llet  FTLP) 

2 

4 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

5 

. J.  P  McKeithen  R 

6 

Bastrop: 

5 

2 

7 

7 

1 

2 

4 

. Gary  L  Elliott  PM 

1 

4 

1 

. Jon  E  Tellifcro  PM 

2 

1 

. TBS 

1 

Monroe: 

First  . 

4 

2 

5 

. (DeWaync  C  Bricker  SLP) 

2 

1 

. (Davis  W  Clark  PTLP) 

2 

3 

St.  Paul  . 

.  ...  (Edward  L  Thomas  SLP) 

3 

St  Paul's . 

W  Odell  Simmons 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

West  Monroe: 

Claibome-Wilhitc . 

(Thomas  A.  Wilson) 

1 

Faith . 

John  L.  Vining 

1 

First  . 

William  D  Peeples 

2 

McGuire . 

Michael  D.  McLaunn 

2 

Winnsboro-Gilbert . 

.  Douglas  R.  Foreman 

1 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

. Joe  W.  McClain 

3 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 

(Gordon  L.  Smith.  Sr.,  FTLP) 

4 

2 

Lutcher  Chapel-Gonzales.  St  Landry . 

. William  L.  Jones 

1 

New  Orleans  Metropolitan  Area: 

Belle  Chasse-Marrero.  St  James  . 

2 

Gretna: 

Boynton . 

5 

Kenner: 

First . 

1 

Thomas-Hahnville,  St.  James . 

2 

Metairie: 

Mctairie-Mcssiah . 

S.  Kemper  Smith 

4 

New  Orleans: 

1 

2 

1 

5 

8 

4 

2 

Greater  New  Orleans  Urban  Ministry: 

St  Mark's-Spamsh  Ministry . 

. Marta  L.  Sanfiel 

1 

St.  Philip . 

Marva  L  Mitchell  FTLP 

3 

Hartzcll-Ray  Avenue  . 

(Guy  E  West.  Jr  FTLP) 

2 

12 

2 

6 

LaHarpe-Thompson . . 

.  Dale  E.  Branch  PM 

2 

3 

5 

1 

Napoleon  Avenue-Parker  Memorial 

M  Douglas  Ezell  PM 

Philips  Mcmonal-Shaw  Temple . 

. (Pcrcell  Church,  Sr.) 

4 

Trmity-John  Wesley . 

.  Dorothy  M.  McGowan 

1 

10 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

Angie.  Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary’s  Chapel . (Eddie  Francis) 

2 

Bogalusa: 

Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel . 

. (Weslev  R  Cyprian  FTLP) 

8 

Covington: 

First . 

Theo  S.  Standley 

4 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim... 


..  Ester  L.  Hammond  I 


Day’s . (E.  Rand  Guy  PTLP) 

Denham  Springs: 


..(Wilbur  G.C.  Davis,  Sr.) 

Franklinton: 

. Willis  W.  Dear 

(Fred  B  Moore.  Jr.) 

Greensburg- Wesley  Chapel . 

TBS 

Charles  B  Humphreys 

Deborah  L  Drash 

John  M  Downs 

Livingston-James  Chpl.-Mangum  Chpl . (Lewis  M  Morris.  Jr  PTLP) 

Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel . (Percy  M.  Frazier  PTLP) 

Mandeville.  St.  Timothy-on-the-North  Shore . J.  Lawrence  Maddm 

Pearl  River-Talisheek — . 

Pine  Grove . 

. Jeffery  D.  Conner  PM 

. J  Penn  Morgan 

POnchatoula: 

Fust-Lee's  Landing . 

Associate . 

■Wesley  Chapel . 

Slidell. 

TCAIdersgate.t . — ... . 

'Mldersgate.. . — . 

'  First . 

Associate . 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell - 

Springfield: 

Tirst-Huffs  Chapel-Maurepas . (Gene  M.  Faurie  FTLP) 

St.  James-Ninde  Chapel . (Louis  A.  Smith  PTLP) 


. Larry  D  Robertson 

. S.  Burl  Dampier  R 

Edwin  J  Barksdale  R 

..Carole  Cotton- Winn 

. John  M  Winn.  Jr. 

DeWitt  M.  Ginn 

. Gary  D  Willis  PM 

Randall  E.  Campbell 


. J  William  Gregg.  Jr  PM 

. Karl  D  Wood 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

. (Nell  M  McLemore  FTLP) 

Bermce-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 
Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village 

. Cage  M.  McLemore 

. (Mark  K  Kremer  SLP) 

. TBS 

. TBS 

Do»nsvillc-Bcthel-Mi  Nebo  . 

. .  Stephen  R  Williamson 

.  Kibbie  E  Hatfield 

. Merlin  W.  Merrill  R 

. TBS 

*  Associate . 

. (Gregory  L.  Gibson  SLP) 

Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon-Arizona  . . 

. (John  R.  Oldham  R) 

. (Judith  D  Bazer  PTLP) 

Hodge- Dodson-New  Hope . 

. C.  Jeffrey  Duke 

Minden: 

First . 

. Robert  L.  Burgess 

Pine  Grove- Bethlehem . 

(Joseph  H  Windham  PTLP) 

Ruston: 

Faith-Douglas  . 

. (Jennie  P.  Jones  FTLP) 

Wesley  Chapel . 

. James  O.  Evans  R 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Hosston-Gilliam-Belcher . 

. James  R.  Woodward 

Mansfield: 

Moonngsport-Oil  City . 

. (Douglas  E.  Milliron  FTLP) 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell-Pelican . 

Pleasant  Valley-Mt  Zion-Bonc-St.  Mat. 

. Roy  E.  Mouser  R 

. (Dennis  L.  Colbert  PTLP) 

. ferry  C.  Willis 

Zwolle 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble . 

. TBS 

Shrcveport-BossierCity  Metropolitan  Area: 

Barksdale . Paul  D.  Davis 

Bossier  City 

Bossier  City.  New  Church . 

. . Jerry  G.  Hilbun 

Associate . 

. George  F.  Pearce.  Jr  R 

.  TBS 

Fairvicw-McDonald-New  Light 

. (Oscar  E.  Player) 

Johnson  Chapel-Mt.  Zion . 

. (Wayne  E.  Williams  PTLP) 

St.  Paul . 

Shreveport  Cooperative  Parish 

Caddo  Hcights-Cedar  Grove . 

. . Mickey  D  Stnngfield 

Shreveport: 

Associate . . 

. Carl  E.  Rhoads.  Ill 

Associate . 

. . R  Lee  McKinzie 

Trinity  . . .  R.  Stephen  Casey 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 

CONNECTION  AL  STRUCTURE 

Conference  Staff: 

Exec.  Director  of 

Exec.  Director  of 

Director  of  Church  Extension 

Director  of  Special  Ministries. 

Director  of  CrossLines  Ministry . 

Exec.  Director  of  Retired  Ministers' 
Homes  Board .. 


..Roger  D.  Lathan  BR  5 

..Elizabeth  T.  Irvine  OD  BR  2 


..Angus  L.  Carruth  BR 


Directors  of  Parish  Development 

Dir.  Greater  NO  Urban  Ministries . C.  David  Billings  NO  5 

Dir.  NO  Metro  Ministries . William  L.  Jones  NO  I 

Staff  of  General  Agencies 
Area  Secy..  General  Board 

of  Global  Ministries . Julius  M.  Jefferson  LC  2 

Missionaries 

United  Theological  College. 

Bangalore.  India..... . Carlos  A.  Welch  AL  3 

Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist 
Theological  Schools  and  Other  Educational  Institutions 

Assoc.  Dir..  CSC  Program,  Centenary . Wilson  H.  Brent  S  4 

Assoc.  Prof,  of  Phil. 

and  Rel.  Studies.  SMU . Benjamin  A.  Petty  NO  37 

Chaplain  Sc  Assoc.  Prof,  of  Religion. 

Centenary  College  . . Robert  Ed  Taylor  S  29 

Dir  of  Admissions.  Perkins.  SMU  Linn  C.  Richardson  S  8 

Dir  CSC  Program.  Centenary  K  Dale  Hensarling  S  I 

Dir .  Washington  Theological  Consortium  . David  G  Trickett  NO  2 

Pres  .  Centenary  College  . Donald  A  WebbS  13 

Pres  .  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  . Alfred  L.  Norris  NO  5 

Prof,  of  Chr.  Ed.  and  Chair. 

Dept,  of  Religion.  Centenary . Donald  G.  Emler  S  1 3 

Conference  Staff: 

Prof,  of  Social  Ethics. 

Candler  Sch.  Theology . . . Theodore  R.  Weber  NO  32 

Prof/Tcaching  Min.. 

IlifTSch.  Theology . - . Clarence  H.  Snelling  Jr.  NO  26 

APPOINTED  ACROSS  CONFERENCE  LINES 

Associate  Pastor.  Lithia  Springs  Church. 

North  Georgia  Conference . Heide  Erin  Davis  BR  I 

Pastor.  New  Franklin/Clarks  Chapel  Charge. 

Missouri  West  Conference . James  R.  Huber  BR  1 

Campus  Ministers 

Community  College  Ministry.  Dallas.  TX . Debra  K.  Brazzel  AC  3 

Emory  Univ.  Campus  Ministry. 

Atlanta.  GA . Herbert  M.  Scott  S  2 

La.  Tech  University . Carolyn  P  Brannon  R  1 

McNeese  University . - . Wayne  G  Taylor  LC  8 

Northeast  La.  University . James  E  Wilson  M  21 

Northwestern  La.  University . J.  Ryan  Horton  Jr.  AL  4 

Rollins  and  Valencia  Colleges. 

Univ.  of  Central  Florida  Dawn  S  Liphart  PM  NO  2 

Southeastern  La.  University .  M  Eugene  Finnell  NS  3 

Southern  University  ...  Mary  Sloan  Baugh  PM  BR  I 

TUCM-LSU . Randall  K  Nichols  BR  7 

Tulane  University . John  M.  Higginbotham  Jr  PM  NO  2 

Univ.  of  California  San  Diego . Robert  J  Wagener  NO  7 

Univ  of  Southwestern  La . R  Don  Ross  AC  12 

UNO  SU NO  Delgado  . Melissa  L.  Draper  NO  5 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO 
EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 

Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

Pastoral  Counseling  Consultant. 

Veterans  Admin.  Hosp.  Alexandria . Roland  K.  Friedrich  AL  2 

Coordinator  Treatment  CTR,  Outpatient  Gen  Psy  Serv, 

V  A  Hosp.  NO . . Clarence  G  Fuller  NO  10 

U  S  Army  . Willie  Lee  Henry  NO  16 

US  Navy  Robert  G  Rowland  R  15 

U  S  Navy  .  .  Louis  Augustine  III  AL  2 

U  S  Air  Force .  John  G  Whitley  BR  6 

Veterans  Admin  .  Alexandria  . Thomas  M  Babmgton  III  AL  23 

Correctional  Institutions  Chaplaincy 

Dixon  Correctional  Institute . Bertrand  Griffin  BR  1 3 

Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations 
and  Other  Related  Ministries 

Asst.  Admin.  UMCH  OK . Douglas  T  Williams  Jr.  R  5 

Chaplain/Dir.  Christian  Ed.  MCH  Ruston . William  H.  Willis  R  I 

Chaplain/Dir.  of  Development  MCH  Ruston . August  E.  Aamodt  R  4 

Chaplain/Dir.  Past.  Care 

Pendleton  Mem.  Met.  Hosp . Paul  G.  Durbin  NO 

Chap./Dir.  Past.  Care  Mem.  Med.  Ctr.  Sprfld.,  IL . Roy  B.  Nash  NO 

Chap.  East  La.  St.  Hosp.  Jackson . Waller  C.  Worthy  BR 

Chap/Past  Counselor  Colonial  Hills 

Hosp.  San  Antonio.  TX . Maria  J.  Kennedy  PM  NO 

Chaplain  Pendleton  Mem.  Hosp . Judy  E.  Nelson  PM  NO 

Chaplain  SC  Dept.  Youth  Services . Howard  D.  Ellzey  BR 

Chaplain  Green  Oaks  Psy.  Hosp . M.  Theresa  McConnell  AL 

Dir.  Community  Relations/Chaplain. 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans . Wesley  O.  Lynch  Jr.  NO 

Dir.  Peoples  Community  Center . (Guy  E.  West  Jr.  FTLP)  NO 

President.  Klingberg  Fly.  Ctrs..  New  Britain.  CT . Joseph  E.  Fogle  NO 

Dir.  of  Family  Counseling  —  Arcadia . Lorris  M.  Wimberly,  Jr.  R 

Exec.  Dir.  University  Place. 

Houston.  TX  . . . . 

Outreach  Family  Therapist  MCH  Ruston 
Samaritan  Counseling  Ctr.  Shreveport 
Samaritan  Counseling  Ctr  Shreveport  .. 

Scope  Ministries.  Opelika.  Al. 

Therapist  Care  Psy.  Ctr.. 

Wadley  Hosp  Texarkana.  TX 

Wesley  Com.  Ctr.  Atlanta.  GA-GBGM . William  Craig  Tavlor  NO 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND 
THE  MINISTRY  USUALLY  EXTENDED 
THROUGH  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

Asst.  Dean  of  Students  U.  of  Wise . William  Douglas  McLean  R 

Consult.  Bd.  of  Ch.  Dev.  Dallas  TX . George  Holcombe  M 

Exec.  Dir.  Creative  Min.  Assoc.  Durham  NC . Cathy  S.  Carlson  M 

APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND  SCHOOL 


. Jay  P  Irby  S 

Robert  E.  Townsend  R 
Kathy  Clark-Dickens  S 

.  Charles  B  Ropier  S 

John  Howard  Sewell  BR 


Asbury  Theological  Seminary 

Emory  University . 

Emory  University . 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary .. 

Perk  ms  School  of  Theology  . 

Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  .... 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Emory  University... 


.  Raymond  De Laughter  S 

. Sidney  Earl  Irving  AL 

Disability  Leave . 

. (S.  Alvin  Mayo  FTLP)  R 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

DISCONTINUED 

Discontinued . 

(Curtis  Johnson  PTLP)  NO 

Richard  D  Gillespie  Jr.  AL  2 


Scott  T  Bullock  PM  NO 
..  Tracy  Lynne  MacKenzie  PM  NS 
Milliccnt  C.  Feske  NO 
Helena  Wilson  Wright  PM  NO 

. Bryan  S  Dauphin  PM  NS 

. Jose  Garcia  PM  M 

Michael  Thomas  Head  PM  R 
Daniel  H  Miller  PM  AC 
William  A.  Moon  III  PM  R 
.  Juliet  A  Padgham  PM  AC 
Millicent  C  Feske  NO 


Princeton  Theological  Seminary  Robert  K  Martin  PM  A 

DISABILITY  LEAVE 


Discontinued.  . Dale  M  Haggard  R 

DIACONAL  MINISTERS 

Dir.  of  Christian  Ed.  First  DeRidder . Karen  Albano  LC 

Dir.  of  Christian  Ed.  First  Monroe . Doris  P.  Sheppard  M 

Dir.  of  Christian  Ed.  First  Winnfield . Yvonne  Thigpin  A 

Dir.  of  Christian  Ed.  Horseshoe  Drive . Patricia  Haulk  Hogan  A 

Dir.  of  Christian  Ed.  Lake  Vista . .  Barbara  C.  Einsel  NO 

Dir.  of  Christian  Ed.  Munholland . Lylln  Guth  Craig  NO 

Children's  Coordinator,  GBD,  Nashville . Barbara  Garcia  M 

Dir.  Conf.  Rel./Div.  of 

Diac.  Min.  Nashville . Joaquin  Garcia-Jimenez  M 

Dir.  of  Music  Bossier  City  First . Sidney  Montegudo  S 

Program  Dir.  St.  Luke  Simpson  Lake  Charles . James  Schussler  LC 

TRANSFERRED  IN 

From  North  Arkansas  Conference . Paul  D.  Davis 

From  Memphis  Conference . * . 


. Ted  D.  Freeland 

TRANSFERRED  OUT 

To  Califomia/Pacific  Conference . Freida  M.  Brown 

To  Memphis  Conference . Richard  Prentis  Smith 

Diaconal  Minister  to  Texas  Conference . John  Edd  Harper 
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Editorial  -  — 

Some  'friendly'  persuasion 


According  to  a  California-based 
researcher,  the  Bible  needs  to  be 
made  "user  friendly"  if  it  is  to  at¬ 
tract  more  modern  readers. 

In  a  sampling  of  American  attitudes 
toward  the  Bible,  the  Bama  Research 
Group  found  that  a  large  percentage 
of  people — 57  percent — report  that 
they  don’t  read  the  Bible  outside  of 
church.  A  sizeable  minority  lament: 
it’s  “too  difficult  to  understand.” 

Mr.  Barna  may  be  onto  some¬ 
thing.  Unfortunately,  however,  he 
doesn't  explain  what  it  would  mean 
to  make  the  Bible  "user  friendly.” 

We’d  like  to  help.  Assuming  he 
means  anything  that  makes  the  Bibli¬ 
cal  message  accessible  and  under¬ 
standable  without  altering  its  essen¬ 
tial  meaning,  we  offer  the  following 
checklist: 

✓A  user-friendly  Bible  is  affordable. 

No  problem.  A  quick  survey  of  re¬ 
cent  book  catalogs  reveals  that  Bi¬ 
bles  typically  cost  less  than  other 
books — some  even  less  than  a  video 
rental.  Inexpensive  versions  are 
readily  available  from  sources  such 
as  the  American  Bible  Society. 

/A  user-friendly  Bible  is  easy  to 
read. 

What  luck!  The  Bible  is  available  in 
a  wide  range  of  translations  and  para¬ 
phrases  aimed  at  making  its  message 
easy  for  modem  readers  to  under¬ 
stand.  Today’s  English  Version 
("Good  News  for  Modem  Man”)  is 
one  good  example. 

/A  user-friendly  Bible  has  ample 


"back-up”  in  the  form  of  related  study 
aides  and  reference  materials. 

Guess  what?  An  impressive  array 
of  such  materials  can  be  obtained  at 
local  bookstores  or  by  mail  from  de¬ 
nominational  publishing  houses. 
They  include,  “The  Interpreter’s 
Dictionary  of  the  Bible,”  and  the 
more  recent  ‘‘Harper’s  Bible 
Dictionary." 

/A  user-friendly  Bible  is  supple¬ 
mented  by  guides  for  applying  Scrip¬ 
tural  insights  to  everyday  life. 

Eureka!  A  variety  of  such  opportu¬ 
nities  is  readily  available.  They  in¬ 
clude  everything  from  in-depth  stud¬ 
ies  (like  the  “Disciple”  program)  to 
curriculum  for  less  intense  settings 
such  as  Sunday  school  classes. 

Hmmm.  After  completing  our 
checklist,  we  can't  help  but  wonder  if 
perhaps  Mr.  Barna  has  gotten  it 
backwards. 

Is  the  real  challenge  to  make  the 
Bible  more  “user  friendly?” 

Or  is  it  to  find  people  who  are  “Bi¬ 
ble  friendly” — that  is,  who  hunger  to 
know  God’s  Word  and  are  willing  to 
work  to  receive  God’s  guidance 
through  it? 

Even  a  “user  friendly”  Bible  will 
remain  unused  in  the  absence  of 
such  active  desire,  motivation  and 
commitment. 

The  next  time  a  similar  poll  is 
taken,  we  recommend  that  a  ques¬ 
tion  be  added:  How  “Bible  friend¬ 
ly"  are  you? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


What  do  you  think? —  - 

Church \,  political  leaders  should  meet 


. . .  United  Methodist  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  (right)  of  San  Anto¬ 
nio  and  other  religious  leaders  meeting  with  President  Bush 


The  Reporter  recently  invited 
readers  to  comment  on  meetings 
such  as  the  one  depicted  at  right 
showing  religious  leaders  meet¬ 
ing  with  President  Bush  (see 
UMR,  May  19). 

We  asked:  Would  you  like  to 
see  more  such  meetings  between 
our  top  church  leaders  and  high 
level  government  officials?  What 
purpose,  if  any  is  served  by  such 
meetings? 

Here  is  a  sampling  of  responses: 

I  think  that  United  Methodists 
are  the  very  people  who  should 
endorse  conversations  between 
I  the  president  and  religious  lead¬ 
ers  of  our  nation. 

I  What  better  method  could  be 
employed  to  seek  solutions  for 

I  the  kinds  of  problems  the  people 
of  our  nation  and  the  world  are 
facing? 

“People  problems”  need  be 
considered  by  experts  who  are 
qualified  to  probe,  identify,  diag¬ 
nose  and  prescribe  treatment. 

What  is  to  be  gained  if  nations 
continue  to  rage  while  people 
starve,  become  homeless,  are 
sick,  mean  and  illiterate,  and 
hopeless? 

Prompt  action  should  follow 
the  talking  and  the  search  if  we 
are  to  reap  the  reward  of  a  world 
built,  not  for  “a  heaven  out 


there,  somewhere,  sometime,  but 
for  a  heaven  here  and  now”  (E. 
Stanley  Jones). 

Finally,  all  conversations 
should  transcend  petty  differ¬ 
ences  if  our  world  is  to  become  a 
peace  “able”  kingdom. 

Let  us  keep  talking,  thinking 
and  doing.  Washington  is  a  good 


place  to  begin. 

Mrs.  Gerald  O.  McCulloh 
Hermitage,  Tennessee 

The  20  religious  leaders’ meet¬ 
ing  with  President  Bush  is  impor¬ 
tant  and  should  be  continued  as 
long  as  these  leaders  prove  faith¬ 
ful  to  God’s  will. 


It  is  important  that  President 
Bush  communicates  what  the 
discussions  will  be  about  before 
they  meet.  The  people  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  faiths  should  be  aware  of 
the  meetings  prior  to  the  time. 

Getting  godly  insight  into  pres¬ 
idential  matters  helps  our  coun¬ 
try  manage  in  the  right  direction. 
Linda  Johnson 
Tahlequah,  Oklahoma 

After  reading  the  Reporter,  1 
had  to  respond:  Please  have  more 
meetings  with  the  president. 

/  Please  let  him  know  that 
poor  people  need  raises. 

/  Please  tell  him  that  poor 
people  cannot  go  to  the  doctor 
because  they  are  over  the  scale 
for  a  medical  assistance  card. 

/Tell  him  to  go  on  TV  and 
plead  with  people  as  Christians 
and  sinners  to  love  people  and  to 
stop  the  hate  in  the  world. 

/  United  Methodists  need 
help  from  high  places.  So  tell  him 
to  go  to  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  office  in 
Washington  and  talk  to  them 
about  the  drugs  in  the  communi¬ 
ty.  Stop  it  from  coming  in. 

Please  tell  him  to  be  a  good, 
sincere  and  trusting  president. 

Bernadette  Battle 
Crisfield,  Maryland 


Here  I  Stand 


ministry  needs  real  commitment 


Pontius'  Puddle 


IT'S  A  "THRILL.  TO  &-ATHERTOG-ETHEB  EACH 
SUNDAY  TAORNl^Cr  A  CONVA0N1TY  OF 

BELIEVERS  WHO  SHARE  THE  IAOST  ItAVORTANT 
TUIM6-  IN  ALL  OF  UEE-  A  CONkNVON  FAtTH. 


SNIPE,  SOtAETUAESX 
GET  SO  OVERWHELMED, 
X  WISH  THAT  X 
KNEW  THEIR.  NAtAES. 


Child-care 

As  a  person  who  works  closely 
with  churches  in  their  weekday  chil¬ 
dren’s  ministries,  I  was  pleased  to 
read  Robert  Thurman’s  May  5 
“Here  I  Stand"  commenting  about 
churches  that  undertake  child  care 
as  a  money-making  venture  yet 
claim  it  as  ministry. 

Providing  good,  nurturing  care 
for  children  requires  a  real  commit¬ 
ment — of  time,  money  and  knowl¬ 
edge.  Churches  are  the  largest 
providers  of  child  care  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  a  great  number  of  them  un¬ 
derstand  the  seriousness  of  their 
commitment. 

But  some,  feeling  the  pinch  of 
meeting  higher  costs  with  fewer 
church  members,  turn  to  child  care 
as  a  source  of  operating  revenue. 
This  is  truly  robbing  the  least  of  our 
society! 

Childcare-givers  are  among  the 
lowest  paid  employees  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  Let’s  find  ways  to  improve  their 
wages  and  benefits  before  we  use 
childcare  revenues  for  our  church. 

Also,  few  parents  can  afford  the 
full  cost  of  child  care.  Let’s  use  pro¬ 
gram  revenues  to  create  scholar¬ 
ships  and  sliding  fee  scales  for 
low-income  parents! 

I  recommend  that  any  church 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

"But  the  fruit  of  the  spirit  is  love, 
joy,  peace,  patience,  kindness,  good¬ 
ness.  faithfulness,  gentleness,  self- 
control;  against  such  there  is  no  law.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


that  has  or  is  thinking  about  start¬ 
ing  a  weekday  children’s  ministry 
read  “Helping  Churches  Mind  the 
Children,"  a  publication  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches’  Child 
Advocacy  Office.  Our  office  also  of¬ 
fers  technical  assistance  to  churches 
(telephone  212-870-3342.)  We 
would  be  happy  to  hear  from  you! 

Margery  Freeman 
New  York,  New  York 

Oil  spill  debate  continues 

Many  thanks  to  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  for  its 
stance  regarding  the  Exxon  oil  spill 
and  to  Wilma  Anderson  for  her  ex¬ 
cellent  support  (see  UMR,  May  12). 

The  small  amount  of  oil  available 
in  Alaska  is  not  worth  the  cost  of 
getting  it,  were  the  environment 
and  wild  life  there  not  at  stake. 

At  several  points  in  the  Bible  we 
are  admonished  to  be  stewards  of 
our  earth.  This  does  not  mean  to 
destroy  wildlife.  It  means  to  take 
steps  to  insure  the  survival  of  our 
fellow  inhabitants. 

There  can  be  no  comparison  re¬ 
garding  "mistakes”  of  this  or  that 
group.  The  oil  spill  in  Alaska  is  the 


worst  ever,  and  many  thousands  of 
our  fellow  creatures  died  a  slow  tor¬ 
turous  death.  This  cannot  be  con¬ 
doned  or  excused  by  any 
responsible,  caring,  Christ-follower. 

I  urge  all  caring  persons  to  write 
the  president  and  congressional  rep¬ 
resentatives  to  urge  protection  of 
the  Arctic  Wildlife  Refuge  for  all 
time,  before  it  is  too  late. 

Nancy  A.  Jackson 
Hoyt  Lakes,  Minnesota 

'New  look'  applauded 

I  applaud  both  the  Reporter’s 
“new  look”  and  your  resolve  to  re¬ 
port  more  directly  on  the  interest  of 
people  in  the  pew. 

The  new  look  is  modem,  read¬ 
able,  and  recognizes  trends  in  read¬ 
er  interest  and  design. 

Your  assumption  that  readers 
are  more  interested  in  stories  about 
local  church  ministries  than  in  what 
happens  at  meetings  of  the  church 
bureaucracy  is  also  right  on  target! 

At  the  same  time  you  are  recog¬ 
nizing  that  there  are  significant  reli¬ 
gious  news  and  views  which  readers 
have  a  “need  to  know”  including 


the  national  and  worldwide  minis¬ 
tries  of  their  denomination  which 
are  supported  by  World  Service  and 
other  national  church  funds. 

You've  done  a  good  job  of  re¬ 
search  and  planning  in  behalf  of 
your  readers. 

Roger  L.  Burgess 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Conference  lines  corrected 

I  wish  to  correct  an  error  in  the 
May  19  issue. 

In  the  item  headlined,  “Ouch!,” 
about  health  insurance  costs,  you 
have  listed  the  Peninsula  Confer¬ 
ence  as  containing  “portions  of  Del¬ 
aware.  Maryland,  and  Virginia.” 
However,  no  portion  of  Virginia  is 
in  the  Peninsula  Conference. 

You  are  thinking  that  the  tip  of 
the  Delmarva  Peninsula,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  two  Virginia  counties  of 
Accomack  and  Northampton,  are  in 
the  Peninsula  Conference.  They  are 
not.  They  were  at  one  time  connect¬ 
ed  to  a  northern  conference,  but 
that  changed  in  1939. 

David  A.  Rush 
Accomac,  Virginia 


What  others  are  saying 


(Last  week’s  answer  Psalms  46:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  1 1 

Monday:  Psalms  1 1 3 
Tuesday:  1  Kings  17:1-16 
Wednesday:  I  Kings  17:17-24 
Thursday:  Luke  7:1-10 
Friday:  Luke  7:1 1-17 
Saturday:  Galatians  1:1-10 
Sunday:  Galatians  1 : 1 1-24 


"Is  it  possible  to  conceive  of  God 
as  White  or  Black  or  male  or  female 
without  making  God  too  narrow  to 
be  fully  representative  of  the  total 
human  family,  much  less  of  that 
which  is  divine?  All  that  we  know  in 
human  beings  is  relative;  but  that 


which  we  conceive  of  as  God  must, 
or  ought  to  be,  normative.  This  is 
the  inherent  danger  in  representing 
God  in  a  human  form  or  describing 
God  with  any  human  characteris¬ 
tics,  whether  concrete  of  abstract. 
God  is  always  more  than  one  can 
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know,  because  to  identify  with  God 
is  an  act  of  faith  which  has  deep 
moral  implications. 

— Major  J.  Jones,  retired  dean, 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary 
*  *  * 

. .  Mainline  religion  has  been 
undercut  by  some  of  its  own  cultur¬ 
al  achievements.  The  churches  per¬ 
suaded  people  to  embrace  tolerance 
and  inclusiveness, . .  .but  in  doing 
so  lost  their  internal  sense  of 
identity.” 

— David  Roozen,  Hartford  Seminary 
*  *  * 

“The  real  conflict  [in  South  Afri¬ 
ca]  is  not  the  racial  struggle,  not  the 
political  struggle.  In  the  deepest 
sense,  the  conflict  is  a  testing  of  the 
Christian  church  and  the  faith  of 
the  people.” 

— C.F.  Beyers  Naude,  immediate 
past  general  secretary,  South  Afri¬ 
can  Council  of  Churches 


UMs  should  be  proud 
of  camp  meeting  past 


By  KENNETH  O.  BROWN 

Between  May  and  October  some 
1,500  camp  meetings  will  be  held 
around  our  nation,  most  of  them  with 
Methodist  roots. 

Many  will  be  conducted  by  denom¬ 
inations  of  Methodist  heritage,  such 
as  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  the 
Church  of  the  Nazarene  and  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Church. 

Many  others  will  be  held  by  inde¬ 
pendent  associations  which  were 
founded  by  Methodists. 

Some  of  the  “old  time”  camp 
meetings  still  have  official  ties  with 
the  various  annual  conferences  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
proudly  maintain  that  heritage. 

Of  course,  many  permanent  sites 
have  died  off  and  are  no  longer  in 
existence.  But  hundreds  of  camps 
have  changed  dramatically  over  the 
years  and  still  attract  hundreds  of 
visitors  every  summer. 

Some  like  Lakeside,  Ohio  and 
Ocean  Grove,  N.J.,  have  become 
permanent  communities  with  resi¬ 
dents  who  live  year  round. 

Some  like  Bowmanstown,  Pa., 
have  an  enlarged  district  program 
for  children  and  youth  as  well  as  the 
regular  camp  meeting  time. 

United  Methodists  should  be 
proud  of  their  camp  meeting  heri¬ 
tage  because  of  the  richness  and  di¬ 
versity  of  the  meetings’  cultural  and 
spiritual  emphases. 

They  offer  something  for  every¬ 
body.  You  will  miss  a  real  treat  if 
you  do  not  attend  one  this  summer. 

You  can  spend  a  week’s  vacation 
in  a  rustic  “board  tent”  or  cottage, 
or  room  in  a  spacious  motel  on  the 
grounds  for  just  one  night.  You  can 
walk  on  the  boardwalk,  relax  in  the 
sea,  walk  in  the  woods  or  take  con¬ 
centrated  educational  courses. 

The  following  appear  to  be  the  10 
oldest  living  camp  meetings  in  the 
Methodist  tradition. 

■  Rock  Springs  Camp  Meeting 
near  Denver,  N.C.,  dates  to  1794, 
although  it  has  been  held  at  its  pres¬ 
ent  site  since  1829. 

■  Cattle  Creek  Camp  Meeting 
near  Branchville,  S.C.,  the  Cypress 
Camp  Meeting  near  Ridgeville, 
S.C.,  and  the  Indian  Field  Camp 
Meeting  near  St.  George,  S.C.,  may 


OXFORD  WINTER  STUDY 

Dec.  30, 1989  -  Jan.  15, 1990 

Mansfield  Seminar  in  International  Ministries 
under  the  auspices  of  Andover  Newton  and  llrff 
"Faith  Borrowing  From  Faith" 
LECTURERS:  Dr.  Janet  Hodgson.  Selly  Oak;  Dr. 
Kwame  Bediako,  Ghana  &  Edinburgh;  Dr.  An¬ 
drew  Walls,  Centre  for  Study  of  Non-Western 
Christianity,  Edinburgh 

SUES:  Oxford  University;  Kenilworth;  Selly  Oak 
Colleges  and  Birmingham  Cathedral 

Academic  and  C.E.U.  credit  available 

Contact  DJ.  Rudalevige,  210  Herrick  Rd., 
Newton  Centre,  MA  02159.  (617)  926-2931/ 
4366. 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may 
express  opinions  and 
concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This 
week's  contributor, 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  O. 

Brown,  is  pastor  of  Sa¬ 
lem  United  Methodist 
Church  (Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for  con¬ 
sideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  pages 
maximum  length)  to  "Here  I  Stand,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 


all  date  before  1800. 

■  Felder’s  Camp  Meeting  in  Pike 
County,  Miss.,  dates  to  1810. 

■  Hollow  Rock  Camp  Meeting 
near  Steubenville,  Ohio,  dates  to 
1818,  and  its  recent  history  boasted, 
“the  oldest  camp  meeting  in  exis¬ 
tence.” 

■  Mount  Gilead  Camp  Meeting 
near  Ben  Hill,  Ga.,  dates  to  1 824. 

■  Salem  Camp  Meeting  of  Jack- 
son  County,  Miss.,  dates  continu¬ 
ously  from  1826. 

■  The  Tabernacle  Camp  Meeting 
near  Reform,  Ala.,  dates  from  1828. 

■  Martha’s  Vineyard  Camp 
Meeting  dates  from  1835,  and  a 
whole  town  has  grown  up  around  it. 

I  am  hoping  to  publish  a  book  on 
camp  meetings,  and  am  still  conduct¬ 
ing  research.  If  you  know  of  a  camp 
meeting  near  you,  write  me  about  it. 
Write  Dr.  Kenneth  O.  Brown,  1211 
Tatamy  Road,  Easton,  PA  18252. 


Translation 

Other  languages 

remind  me  of  Heaven’s  Home 

where  we’ll  speak  His  Tongue. 

— POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 


ChooseMLife 
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FROM  TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

1-800-848-2131 


ILLUSTRATE 
YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  that  church  anni¬ 
versary  with  a  commissioned 
pen  and  ink  illustration.  This, 
art  can  be  used  in  brochures, 
art  prints,  posters,  etc. 

Artist,  Tom  Gibson  has 
over  19  years  of  capable, 
professional  experience.  Call 
Tom  today  for  this  exception¬ 
al  opportunity. 

Mission  Communications 
(214)  630-6495 
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FARM  ACTIVIST  DIES:  Dixon  Terry, 
39,  a  prominent  United  Methodist  farm  activ¬ 
ist,  was  killed  by  lightning  May  28  while  work¬ 
ing  in  a  hayfield  on  his  Greenfield,  Iowa,  farm. 
He  founded  the  Iowa  Farm  Unity  Coalition  and 
was  chairman  of  the  National  Family  Farm 
Federation.  At  his  funeral,  about  1,000  people 
heard  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  and  Sen.  Tom 
Harkin  (D-Iowa)  eulogize  the  dairy  farmer,  an 
active  member  of  the  Greenfield  UMC. 


raw 


ISRAELI  REFUSENIK:  Angelo  Aiden, 
the  45-year-old  Israeli  reservist  who  refused  orders 
to  serve  at  a  Palestinian  detention  camp  in  the  Ne¬ 
gev  Desert  and  who  has  been  “adopted”  by  the  un¬ 
official  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action,  is 
serving  a  third  term  in  military  prison  for  his  pro¬ 
tests.  The  Jerusalem  hotel  clerk  had  served  1 4^day 
and  28-day  sentences.  The  federation  has  sent  a 
contribution  to  Mr.  Aiden’s  family  to  help  offset 
loss  of  his  military  pay. 

ARMENIAN  AID:  European  Baptists 
have  given  in  excess  of  600,000  Deutsch  marks 
(about  $1.2  million  U.S.)  to 
aid  Armenia’s  reconstruc¬ 
tion  efforts  following  the 
devastating  Dec.  7  earth¬ 
quake.  German  Baptists 
have  given  500,000  marks. 

The  funds  are  being  chan¬ 
neled  through  the  Soviet 
All-Union  Council  of  Evan¬ 
gelical  Christians-Baptists.In  comparison.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  have  given  about  $750,000 
through  their  denomination’s  relief  agency  to 
assist  Armenians  in  rebuilding  areas  damaged 
by  the  tremor. 

DUKE  GIFT:  A  Duke  University  alum¬ 
nus  has  anonymously  pledged  $500,000  to 
Duke  Divinity  School  for  scholarships  for  men 
and  women  preparing  for  Christian  ministry. 
Officials  at  the  United  Methodist-related  school 
said  the  Aldersgate  fund — named  for  the  Lon¬ 
don  street  where  Methodist  founder  John  Wes¬ 
ley  had  a  profound  spiritual  experience  in 
1738 — will  establish  the  first  million-dollar 
scholarship  fund  in  the  school’s  history. 

SUMMER  VACATION:  Two  profes¬ 
sors  at  United  Methodist-related  Alaska  Pacific 
University  have  been  invited  to  take  part  in  a 
summer  exchange  of  scientists  with  the  Soviet 
Union.  U.S.  scientists  will  visit  the  Magadan- 
Chukotka  region  of  southwest  Russia.  Dr.  Ray¬ 
mond  Riznyk  will  assess  the  water  quality  of 
rural  villages  to  see  if  septic  wastes  are  contami¬ 
nating  the  water  supply.  Dr.  Rusty  Myers  will 
test  the  air  quality  of  residences  in  Siberia. 

ADVANCE  APPROVAL:  Forty  two 

more  mission  projects  requesting  a  total  of  $1.6 
million  were  approved  recently  by  the  20-mem¬ 
ber  United  Methodist  Advance  Committee. 
That  brings  the  total  number  of  projects  under 
the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church  to  near¬ 
ly  3,000.  The  committee  also  approved  an  ask¬ 
ing  of  $8  million  for  overseas  missionary 
support  for  1990. 

ARMS  OPENING:  President  Bush’s 

proposals  for  reductions  in  conventional  forces 

in  Europe,  made  during  the 

40th  anniversary  NATO 

summit  in  Brussels.  Bel- 

gium.  have  been  applauded  »  j 1 

by  the  president  of 

United  Methodist  Church's 

Council  of  Bishops.  Bishop 

Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Angeles 

Area)  said,  “This  is  an  im-  31 

portant  step  toward  the  goal  lack  M.  Tuell 

of  peace  on  earth  that  we  believe  to  be  God’s 

will  and  the  longing  of  people  everywhere.” 

Compiled  From  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


SAN  ANTONIO— The  Rev.  Eugene  L.  Stockwell,  director  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches'  Commission  on  World  Mission  and 
Evangelism  and  a  United  Methodist,  entertains  the  infant 
daughter  of  a  Swedish  delegate  to  the  WCC  world  missions 
conference.  The  child  was  handed  to  Dr.  Stockwell  during  the 
conference's  closing  plenary  to  dramatize  a  report  emphasiz¬ 
ing  Christians'  "responsibility  to  the  world's  children." 


REPORTER  STAFF  rHOTOS  BY  SItPMtN  L  SWECAEK 


SAN  ANTONIO — Women  representing  the  church's  global  witness  and  multi-cultural  identity 
address  the  WCC-sponsored  World  Conference  on  Mission  and  Evangelism.  The  representatives 
spoke  on  behalf  of  women's  rights  in  their  region  and  invited  conferees  to  join  them  "in  solidar¬ 
ity  with  women  in  struggle"  around  the  world.  Approximately  43  percent  of  conference  partici¬ 
pants  were  women,  short  of  the  organizers'  stated  goal  of  50  percent. 


Body  affirms  'Mission  in  Christ's  way' 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO — Christians 
"owe”  the  message  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  everyone,  including 
people  of  other  faiths,  according 
to  participants  at  the  recent  larg- 
est-ever  world  ecumenical  gath¬ 
ering  on  U.S.  soil. 

But  efforts  to  proclaim  that 
message  must  be  done  while  “re¬ 
specting  and  affirming  the  unique¬ 
ness  and  freedom  of  others,” 
declared  delegates  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches-sponsored 
World  Conference  on  Mission  and 
Evangelism  May  22-June  1. 

They  met  under  the  theme, 
“Thy  will  be  done:  Mission  in 
Christ’s  way.” 

“We  commit  ourselves  and  chal¬ 
lenge  our  churches  to  cooperate  in 
witnessing  to  the  millions  of  people 


who  have  not  yet  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  respond  to  the  gospel.” 

So  stated  an  “act  in  faithful¬ 
ness”  approved  by  some  300  vot¬ 
ing  delegates  to  the  conference. 

But,  the  statement  added,  “We 
affirm  that  witness  does  not  pre¬ 
clude  dialogue  with  people  of 
other  living  faiths,  but  that  dia¬ 
logue  extends  and  deepens  our 
witness.” 

The  more  than  700  partici¬ 
pants,  including  25  United  Meth¬ 
odists — seven  present  as  voting 
delegates — came  from  more  than 
1 00  countries. 

Other  'acts'  approved 

Delegates  voting  in  plenary 
session  approved  10  other  “acts 
in  faithfulness” — defined  as  “do¬ 
able,  attainable,  measurable”  ac¬ 
tions — that  were  recommended 
by  four  discussion  groups  into 


SAN  ANTONIO — Elaine  Gasser,  a  United  Methodist  voting 
delegate  to  the  World  Conference  on  Mission  and  Evangelism 
representing  the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the  U.S.A., 
exchanges  views  during  a  refreshment  break  with  Bishop  Lawi 
Imathiu,  presiding  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya 
and  also  a  voting  delegate. 


which  conference  participants  di¬ 
vided  for  the  10-day  meeting. 

They  included: 

■  affirmation  of  the  "insepara¬ 
ble  character  of  mission  and  uni¬ 
ty”; 

■  support  for  creation  of  a  sep¬ 
arate  Palestinian  state;  troops  to 
withdraw  from  Namibia; 

■  recommendations  for  reduc¬ 
ing  Third  World  debt; 

■  condemnation  of  violence  in 
Lebanon; 

■  support  for  the  “just  sharing 
of  land  and  resources”; 

■  affirmation  of  "popular”  reli¬ 
gious  movements  among  the  poor, 

■  support  for  ecumenical  coor¬ 
dination  of  mission  personnel; 

■  a  call  for  new  forms  of  re¬ 
source-sharing  and  decision¬ 
making  structures  among  church 
bodies; 

■  a  call  to  awareness  of  the  Ar- 

What  'play' 
back  home? 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  ANTONIO — What  implica¬ 
tions  might  a  world  missions  con¬ 
ference  have  for  grassroots 
Christians? 

A  United  Methodist  participant 
at  the  World  Conference  on  Mis¬ 
sion  and  Evangelism  named  two. 

Elaine  M.  Gasser,  a  staff  member 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Women’s  Division,  said 
such  events  are  helpful  in  “promot¬ 
ing  understanding”  among  Chris¬ 
tians  around  the  world  about 
similarities  and  differences. 

Also,  said  Ms.  Gasser,  such 
events  can  have  an  impact  on  the 
content  of  missions  materials  pro¬ 
duced  by  U.S.  church  bodies. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


menian  genocide,  whose  75th  an¬ 
niversary  will  occur  in  1990. 

This  last  “act  in  faithfulness” 
resulted  from  a  vehement  last- 
minute  appeal  by  an  Armenian 
church  participant.  He  com¬ 
plained  that  his  was  a  “voice  in 
the  wilderness”  representing  his 
people’s  suffering  at  the  hands  of 
Turkish  authorities. 

How  to  relate  to  other  faiths? 

Despite  the  urgency  with  which 
that  and  other  concerns  were 
raised,  the  question  of  how  Chris¬ 
tians  should  relate  to  people  of 
other  faiths  permeated  the  world¬ 
wide  gathering  in  San  Antonio. 
The  Texas  city  was  chosen  for  the 
meeting  because  of  its  multi-cul¬ 


tural  population  and  strong  ecu¬ 
menical  presence,  according  to 
World  Council  officials. 

For  the  first  time  in  such  world 
mission  conferences — held  ap¬ 
proximately  once  per  decade 
since  1910 — followers  of  other 
faiths,  nine  in  all,  attended  as 
consultants. 

A  Hindu  consultant  told  the 
conferees  that  Hindus  “have 
nothing  against  the  message  of 
Christ." 

But  he  warned  against  "distor¬ 
tions”  of  that  message,  mention¬ 
ing  its  association  with 
colonialism,  imperialism.  West¬ 
ern  culture,  moderization,  and 
industrialization. 


Evangelicals'  concerns 
address  world  parleys 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  ANTONIO — An  open 
letter  that  circulated  during  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Conference  on  Mission  and 
Evangelism  had  an  apparent 
impact  on  the  gathering  and 
may  help  shape  future  world 
missions  meetings. 

The  letter,  signed  only  as  com¬ 
ing  “from  those  with  evangelical 
concerns,"  was  addressed  to  the 
Lausanne  II  missions  conference 
scheduled  July  1 1-20  in  Manila, 
The  Philippines. 

The  theological  orientation  of 
the  Manila  meeting,  projected 
to  attract  some  4,000  people,  is 
overtly  evangelical.  The  first 
Lausanne  Congress  in  1974, 
held  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland, 
has  been  described  as  the  “most 
significant  gathering  of  evan¬ 


gelicals  ever.” 

The  three-page  letter  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manila  gathering 
affirmed  “good  things  we  have 
learned  and  been  enriched  by” 
at  the  WCC-sponsored  event  in 
San  Antonio,  including  its  cul¬ 
tural  diversity,  open  process, 
and  concern  for  justice. 

However,  the  letter  expressed 
concern  about  the  WCCs  being 
focused  more  on  the  oppression 
of  the  poor  than  on  a  witness  to 
Jesus  CTirist  and  stated  a  desire 
for  more  emphasis  on  the 
“preached  faith.” 

It  concluded  by  asking  planners 
of  future  Lausanne-type  meetings 
to  consider  holding  their  event  at 
the  same  time  and  place  as  the 
next  corresponding  World  Coun¬ 
cil  missions  conference. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


CLASSIFIED 

COORDINATOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  AND 
Public  Relations.  Baltimore  Conference.  Full-time 
position  responsible  for  administrative  and  technical 
oversight  of  Conference  newspaper,  communications, 
public  relations  and  promotion.  Send  resume  and  in¬ 
quiries  to:  Council  Director,  5124  Greenwich  Ave¬ 
nue,  Baltimore,  MD  21229.  Application  deadline: 
July  7,  1989. 

SINGLES  MINISTER  SOUGHT  FOR  6000-mem¬ 
ber  church.  Send  resume  to:  Karen  Spencer,  First 
UMC,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75201  by 
June  30. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Immediate 
opening  in  a  1500  and  growing  church  in  central 
Florida.  A  full-time  position  with  full  graded  choirs 
and  handbells.  Experience  preferred,  references  re- 
quired  and  salary/benefit  package  negotiable.  Job  de¬ 
scription  available.  For  application  write:  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  669,  Kissimmee,  FL  32742-0669. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL  OF 
Religion  seeks  professor  of  Christian  education. 
Teach  both  graduate  and  undergraduate  courses. 
Should  be  acquainted  with  diaconal  ministry  and 
youth  ministry.  Doctoral  degree  including  graduate 
work  in  Christian  education.  Contact:  Director  of 
Personnel,  2501  N.  Blackwelder.  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
73106,(405)521-5151. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  &  CHILDREN’S  minis¬ 
tries,  at  the  FUMC,  Campbellsville,  Kentucky.  Seek¬ 
ing  individual  with  a  dedication  to  service  and 
church  growth  in  developing  and  implementing 
Christian  education  in  an  800-member  congregation. 
Starting  salary  range  from  $  1 8,000,  relocation  allow¬ 
ances,  assistance  in  housing  location.  Campbellsville 
is  the  geographic  center  of  Kentucky  located  near 
Green  River  Lake.  Send  resume  and  inquiries  to: 
Mrs.  Terri  Bright,  FUMC,  3 1 7  E  Main,  Campbells¬ 
ville,  KY  427 18. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  LARGE  CAMPUS  church 
with  multiple  staff.  Resumes  and  inquiries  to:  Phil 
Fenn,  Senior  Minister,  McFariin  UMC,  Box  2190, 
Norman,  OK  73070,  (405)  321-3484. 

EXPERIENCED  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF 
Music  wanted  immediately.  2800-member  down¬ 
town  United  Methodist  church.  Current  programs  in¬ 
clude  over  200  persons  in  adult,  youth,  children’s  vo¬ 
cal  choirs,  handbell  choirs  and  a  chamber  orchestra 
Salary  range  $25,000  to  $30,000  commensurate  with 
training  and  experience,  plus  other  benefits.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  First-Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chat- 
tanooga,  TN  37401. 

05  SILVER  EAGLE  CHURCH  AND  SCHOOL 
buses.  49  passengers;  with  restroom.  Average  7  year 
old  good  buses.  Average  price  $35,000.00.  Studley 
Associates,  3730  Kirby  Dr.,  Suite  1200,  Houston,  TX 
77098.  (713)  831-6811. 

FREE  RENT.  SMALL  CHURCH,  West  Central 
Florida,  has  vacant  3-1  Vi,  central  heat  and  air,  partly 
furnished  parsonage  its  pastor  doesn’t  need.  Are  in¬ 
terested  in  proposals  for  part-time  service  in  ex¬ 
change  for  its  use.  Special  consideration  will  be  given 
to  student,  retired  ministers.  Write:  PPRC,  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  Bracewcll  Drive  and 
Cherry  Street,  Plant  City,  FL  33566. 

FULUTIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR/You th  Di¬ 
rector  for  1000-member  First  UMC.  Ft.  Pierce,  Flori¬ 
da.  Send  resume  to:  Frank  Harber,  3240  Hatcher 
Rd.,  Ft.  Pierce,  FL  34982. 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM-  FULL-TIME  for 
large,  3200-member  downtown  church.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Senior  Minister,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  142  E.  Jackson  St.,  Orlando,  FL 
32801. 

LAKE  FRONT  COTTAGE  ON  A  FISHING  LAKE 
in  Pocono  Mts.  Pennsylvania.  Sleeps  four  plus. 
Equipped.  Boat.  $235  week.  Frank  Kooker,  163  Ma¬ 
ple  St„  Lexington,  MA  02 1 73.  (6 1 7)  86 1-8378. 

FULDTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Youth.  First  United  Methodist  Church  with 
1175  members  in  city  of  18,000.  Prefer  master’s  of 
Christian  education,  but  will  consider  bachelor's  de¬ 
gree  or  equivalent  in  experience.  We  are  looking  for 
just  the  right  person.  Salary  negotiable  in  regard  to 
education  and/or  experience.  Multi-staff  environ- 
ment.  Send  resume/inquiries  to:  Dr.  Steve  McEroy, 
Box  527,  Hereford,  TX  79045.  (806)  364-0770. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four  weeks. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  oonfi- 
dential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808,  Ful¬ 
ton.  TX  78358. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  FOR  GROWING, 
ambitious  church  choir.  Part-time  position.  Please 
mail  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  286,  Coppell,  TX  750 1 9,  or  call  (2 1 4)  462-047 1 . 

Jim  Wright's  pastor  laments  'destruction' 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Jim  Wright’s  pastor  says  he  la¬ 
ments  the  escalating  political  ethics 
battle  that  led  the  United  Methodist 
layman  to  resign  this  week  as 
Speaker  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives. 

“There’s  nothing  new  about  tak¬ 
ing  a  potshot  at  a  politician,  but  this 


Religious  News  Service 

Church  World  Service,  the  relief 
agency  at  odds  with  its  parent  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  over  fi¬ 
nance  and  leadership,  has  endorsed 
a  plan  to  reorganize  the  Council. 

The  plan  should  make  it  possible 
for  the  relief  agency  to  continue  its  re¬ 
lief  and  development  work  under  the 
council’s  umbrella.  Church  World 
Service  directors  said  last  week. 

Under  the  new  plan  approved  in 
mid-May,  the  Council  will  reduce  its 
1 1  divisions  to  four,  a  process  expect¬ 
ed  to  result  in  significant  staffing  and 


is  destruction,”  said  the  Rev.  H. 
Barry  Bailey,  one  of  Mr.  Wright’s 
close  friends  as  well  as  his  pastor  at 
First  UMC,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

He  said  the  growing  ethics  contro¬ 
versy  in  Congress  is  symbolic  of  “a 
dangerous  way  of  thinking”  that  in¬ 
sists  on  a  “quick-fix"  or  a  scapegoat 
for  problems. 

There  is  an  "appetite  to  devour” 


budget  cuts  at  the  fiscally-strapped 
ecumenical  organization. 

Under  the  new  organizational  plan, 
NCC  agencies  like  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  will  have  more  control  over  then- 
own  budgets  and  personnel. 

And  a  new  formula  for  determin¬ 
ing  shared  Council  administrative 
costs  will  no  longer  assess  charges 
based  on  the  large  sums  of  money 
donated  for  specific  relief  and  de¬ 
velopment  projects. 

Those  “common  service”  fees 
have  been  the  cause  of  much  fric¬ 
tion  between  the  parent  organiza¬ 
tion  and  its  relief  arm. 


growing  in  society  that  insists  on 
“retribution"  and  pits  people 
against  each  other,  said  Dr.  Bailey. 

He  praised  Mr.  Wright  for  the 
dramatic  speech  last  week  in  which 
he  urged  House  members  to  halt 
that  kind  of  vindictive  behavior. 

Mr.  Wright,  sometimes  criticized 
by  other  members  of  Congress  for 
his  "preachiness,”  said,  “Let  that 
[his  resignation]  be  a  total  payment 
for  the  anger  and  hostility  we  feel 
toward  each. 

“Let’s  not  try  to  get  even  with 
each  other.” 

He  said  he  was  grateful  to  God 
for  his  opportunity  to  serve  in  Con¬ 
gress  and  denied  he  was  bitter. 

“I  am  not  going  to  be,”  he  said. 
“I  am  a  lucky  man.” 

Dr.  Bailey  said  he  won’t  have  any 
special  advice  to  offer  Mr.  Wright. 


"He’s  a  very  healthy,  strong  per¬ 
son,"  the  minister  said.  “He’ll  sur¬ 
vive  this.” 

The  Speaker  and  his  wife  fre¬ 
quently  worship  at  First  UMC 
when  they  are  in  Fort  Worth. 

That  participation  is  “not  con¬ 
cocted.”  said  Dr.  Bailey,  emphasiz¬ 
ing  that  the  Wrights  were  active 
long  before  that  activity  came  to  the 
attention  of  anyone  outside  the  con¬ 
gregation. 

The  Wrights  joined  First  UMC  in 
Fort  Worth  in  1981  after  worship¬ 
ing  there  for  several  years. 

He  had  been  Speaker  of  the 
House  since  January  1987  and  a 
member  of  Congress  since  1955. 

A  year-long  investigation  by  the 
House  ethics  committee  resulted  in 
a  list  of  67  alleged  violations  against 
Mr.  Wright. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith - 

connections 

STUDENTS  CHALLENGED:  what 

are  the  new  acts  of  courage  and  faith  which  God 
is  calling  student  leaders  to  do?”  That  question 
was  asked  by  Marion  Maddox,  former  staff 
member  of  the  Australian  Student  Christian 
Movement,  during  a  recent  United  Methodist 
Student  Leadership  forum.  Nearly  1 50  students 
representing  43  annual  conferences  attended 
the  event  at  Millsaps  College  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

UM  IS  ACP  PREXY:  Mary  Lou  Redd¬ 
ing,  managing  editor  of  “The  Upper  Room"  in 
Nashville,  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Associated  Church 
Press  during  the  organiza¬ 
tion's  meeting  in  Toronto  last 
month.  ACP  represents  173 
publications  with  a  combined 
circulation  of  about  1 1  mil¬ 
lion.  Ms.  Redding,  an  ACP 
board  member,  has  been  on 
"The  Upper  Room”  staff  for 
the  past  1 0  years. 

CAPITAL  HILL  INTERNS:  Sixteen 

United  Methodist  ethnic  minority  young  per¬ 
sons  are  interning  in  congressional  offices  on 
Capitol  Hill  this  summer  under  sponsorship  of 
the  church's  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety.  Manuel  Espartero,  program  director,  said 
the  interns  for  1989  come  from  eight  states  and 
Puerto  Rico. 

OLDER  ADULT  SURVEY:  A  survey 

to  obtain  data  on  older  adult  membership  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  was  approved  re¬ 
cently  in  Nashville.  The  Advisory/Coordinating 
Committee  on  Older  Adult  Ministries’  steering 
committee  accepted  an  offer  by  the  Rev.  Earl 
D.C.  Brewer  of  Atlanta,  professor  emeritus  at 
Emory  University’s  Candler  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  to  conduct  the  inquiry. 

WORLD  METHODISTS:  Christians 
from  more  than  a  dozen  churches  in  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  tradition  on  the  North  American  conti¬ 
nent  will  gather  June  30-July  2  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  under  auspices  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council.  “For  Such  a  Time  as  This” 
will  be  the  theme  for  the  meeting  of  the  coun¬ 
cil's  North  American  Section,  held  once  each 
five  years.  Participating  churches  in  Canada, 
the  United  States  and  Mexico  have  about  15.5 
million  members. 

A  TIME  TO  HEAL:  United  Methodists 
have  started  a  new  network  of  people  involved 
in  healing  ministries.  The  Community  of  Heal¬ 
ing  Ministries  is  designed  to  allow  United 
Methodists  to  share  information,  concerns, 
ideas  and  resources.  "Our  understanding  is 
largely  conditioned  by  our  cultural  context,” 
said  Cathie  Lyons,  the  denomination’s  chief 
health  and  welfare  executive.  But,  she  added,  all 
healing  comes  through  God,  and  wholeness  is 
based  on  the  belief,  perception  and  understand¬ 
ing  of  that  one  God. 

DISCIPLESHIP  STAFF:  Two  staff 
members  have  new  positions  at  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville.  Alyne  Es- 
linger,  currently  director  of  projects  review  for 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  section,  has 
been  named  director  of  congregational  and 
community  action  ministry  projects  for  the  Sec¬ 
tion  on  the  Ministry  of  the  Laity.  The  Rev. 
Glenda  Webb  has  been  named  assistant  editor 
of  Upper  Room  books. 

CELEBRATE  HOLIDAYS:  New  ways 
to  observe  Christian  holy  days  such  as  Pentecost 
and  popular  holidays  are  part  of  “Celebrating 
Holidays  and  Holy  Days  in  Church  and  Family 
Settings.”  That’s  a  new  book  from  Discipleship 
Resources,  sales  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  More  informa¬ 
tion:  Discipleship  Resources,  (615)  340-7284. 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


Mary  lou  Redding 


Kenyan  Methodist  church  crossing  borders 


By  DENISE  |OHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Ken¬ 
ya  is  growing  so  fast  that  it  may 
have  to  change  its  name  to  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Eastern  Af¬ 
rica,  says  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of 
Nairobi,  Kenya. 

That’s  a  possibility  if  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Kenya  ex¬ 
pands  throughout  other  East  Af¬ 
rican  countries  of  Uganda, 
Tanzania,  Ethiopia  and  Somalia. 

Already,  Uganda  has  27  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  along  the 
Nile  river,  said  Bishop  Imathiu. 


Five  Ugandans  are  being 
trained  as  Methodist  ministers  in 
Kenya,  along  with  an  Anglican 
minister  who  converted  to  Meth¬ 
odism,  he  said. 

In  Tanzania,  newly  converted 
Methodists  want  to  start  a  Bible 
college. 

Total  Methodist  membership 
in  Uganda  and  Tanzania  is  about 
5,000,  said  Bishop  Imathiu. 

“The  idea  is  not  to  send  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  do  the  job,”  said 
Bishop  Imathiu. 

“We  want  to  do  it  the  New 
Testament  way” — train  people 
born  in  those  countries  to  work 


in  the  mission  field  and  have 
those  people  train  others,  he  said. 

With  a  membership  of 
120,000,  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Kenya  has  700  congregations 
and  100  pastors. 

Its  mission  programs  include  a 
hospital,  theological  college,  and 
a  ministerial  training  center.  The 
budget  of  the  church  is  $600,000. 

The  Kenyan  church  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  British  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  work. 

“I  can  foresee  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Eastern  Africa  becom¬ 
ing  .much  bigger  in  10  years, 
growing  to  at  least  1  to  2  mil¬ 


lion,”  said  Bishop  Imathiu. 

“That’s  because  there  is  a  very 
positive  climate  toward  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  there,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Julius  Jefferson,  Africa 
executive  at  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  based  in  New  York,  said  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Kenya  is  real¬ 
ly  “underwriting  most  of  the  ex¬ 
penses  for  all  this  mission  work  in 
Uganda  and  Tanzania  on  a  small 
mission  budget.” 

“By  using  nationals  in  mission, 
Kenyans  are  opening  a  new  fron¬ 
tier  for  Methodism,”  said  Mr. 
Jefferson. 


Moslem  convert  to  Methodism  evangelizes  Uganda 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

When  a  young  Moslem  student 
named  Solomon  was  converted 
to  Christianity  in  Jinja,  Uganda, 
during  the  1970s,  he  started  on 
his  way  to  become  that  African 
country’s  first  native-born  or¬ 
dained  Methodist  minister. 

The  Rev.  Solomon  Nabangi 
Mwuanga’s  call  to  “preach  the 
word  of  God”  is  just  part  of  a 
success  story  of  Methodism  in 
Eastern  Africa,  says  Bishop  Lawi 
Imathiu,  the  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya. 

Bishop  Imathiu  was  in  Dallas 
recently  visiting  the  headquarters 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

He  was  in  this  country  attend- 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 

Religious  News  Service 

An  unofficial  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionary-sending  agency  is 
being  singled  out  for  criticism  be¬ 
cause  it  challenges  the  status  quo. 

So  insists  its  chief  executive. 

The  Rev.  H.T.  Maclin,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists,  said,  “You 
are  just  not  supposed  to  chal¬ 
lenge  the  [official  denomination- 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Can  an  offering  plate  filled 
with  letters  instead  of  dollars 
help  feed  hungry  children  in  the 
United  States? 

Bread  for  the  World  thinks  so. 

Art  Simon,  president  of  this 
national,  grassroots  organization 
of  Christians,  says  an  offering  of 
letters  to  U.S.  senators  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  concerning  key  hunger 
issues  can  make  a  difference  in 
the  lives  of  hungry  people. 

As  a  network  of  more  than 
40,000  Protestant,  Catholic,  and 
Evangelical  people  of  faith  and 
conscience,  the  organization  seeks 
justice  for  those  who  are  hungry  in 
the  United  States  and  abroad. 


ing  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  meeting  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas  (see  related  stories  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue.) 

The  bishop  said  that  at  one 
time,  mission  evangelism  typically 
would  be  started  in  another  coun¬ 
try  by  American  Methodists. 

But  in  the  case  of  Uganda,  the 
Methodist  mission  program  has 
been  initiated  by  a  native  of  the 
country  (Mr.  Mwuanga)  trained 
by  Methodists  in  both  America 
and  Africa. 

“Surely,  if  we  look  to  the 
Uganda  endeavor,  we  can  say 
this  is  an  effort  by  everybody,” 
said  Bishop  Imathiu.  “So  it  is  a 
real  Methodist  church  for  all.” 

The  son  of  an  Islamic  leader  in 


al]  system,  in  any  of  its  forms.” 
The  five-year-old  society  was 
founded  by  United  Methodists 
who  contend  the 
denomination’s 
official  General 
Board  of  Global 
Ministries  em¬ 
phasizes  social 
action  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  evange¬ 
lism  in  its 
mission  work.  H.T.  Maclin 


Partnership 
In  Missions 


ADVNCE  JVo  gift  too  small 


Bread  for  the  World  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  United  Methodist 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
through  gifts  to  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church. 

This  year,  the  theme  for  the  let¬ 
ter  writing  campaign  is  “No  Child 
Should  Go  to  Bed  Hungry.”  The 
campaign  urges  Congress  to  pro¬ 
vide  full  funding  for  a  special  sup¬ 
plemental  food  program  for 
women,  infants,  and  children. 

Officials  of  Bread  for  the  World 
report  that  one  in  four  children  in 
this  country  is  poor  and  500,000 
children  suffer  from  malnutrition. 


his  native  Uganda,  Mr.  Mwuanga 
was  converted  to  Christianity  by 
missionaries  during  the  1970s. 

But  after  Gen.  Idi  Amin  seized 
power  in  Uganda,  thousands  of 
Christians — including  Mr. 
Mwuanga  and  his  future  wife, 
Rebecca — had  to  flee  to  Kenya. 

Mr.  Mwuanga  came  to  the 
United  States  and  enrolled  in 
Houghton  (N.Y.)  College  where  he 
met  the  Rev.  Bertil  G.  Peterson,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  in 
Jamestown,  N.Y. 

Mr.  Peterson  married  Solomon 
and  Rebecca,  and  the  couple  was 
invited  to  live  with  the  Peterson 
family  until  he  completed  college. 

In  1981,  Mr.  Mwuanga  entered 
Asbury  Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky. 


The  most  recent  criticism  of  the 
Mission  Society  came  from  Bish¬ 
op  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  (Indiana 
Area),  a  director  of  the  church’s 
official  missions  agency.  He  raised 
questions  about  the  society  during 
a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  (see  UMR,  May  12). 

Under  church  rules,  individual 
bishops  determine  whether  to  ap¬ 
point  clergy  to  positions  outside 
the  church’s  official  structure. 

Less  than  a  half  dozen  of  the 


“In  this  nation  of  wealth,  a  child 
dies  from  poverty  every  53  min¬ 
utes,"  a  campaign  poster  reads. 

“Often  we  hear  that  the  reality 
of  hunger  is  so  immense  we 
should  throw  up  our  arms  in 
frustration.  We  disagree,”  reads 
a  campaign  brochure. 

“As  people  of  hope  and  faith, 
we  believe  the  actions  of  one  per¬ 
son  are  significant.  And  together, 
in  holding  our  government  re¬ 
sponsible  for  making  decisions 
which  help  hungry  people,  we 
know  our  phone  calls  and  letters 
can  make  a  great  difference.” 

Gifts  to  support  “Bread  for  the 
World”  through  the  Advance  can 
be  sent  via  any  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  and  designated  for 
Advance  No.  982325-3. 


When  he  completed  his  studies,  he 
was  asked  to  take  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  this  country. 

But  Mr.  Mwuanga  wanted  to 
go  back  to  Uganda  and  evange¬ 
lize  his  own  people. 

Mr.  Peterson  told  the  Reporter 
that  he  sponsored  Mr.  Mwuanga 
as  a  candidate  for  ministry. 

In  1984,  Mr.  Mwuanga  was  or¬ 
dained  a  deacon  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  by  Bishop 
Joseph  Yeakel,  then  bishop  of  the 
Central  New  York  Conference. 

The  young  man  returned  to  Af¬ 
rica  and  did  mission  work  in 
Zaire  under  leadership  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Onema  Fama 
in  Kananga,  Zaire. 

Mr.  Mwuanga  still  had  to  prac- 


society’s  58  missionaries  are 
United  Methodist  clergy,  said 
Dr.  Maclin.  Most  are  United 
Methodist  laypeople. 

Bishop  Hodapp  asked: 

/  What  training  does  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  give  missionaries? 

✓  Does  the  Mission  Society 
consider  itself  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  agency? 

V  Does  the  United  Methodist 
Church  bear  any  legal  responsi¬ 
bility  for  hazards  faced  by  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  missionaries? 

Mr.  Maclin,  in  a  letter  to  Bish¬ 
op  Jack  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area), 
1989-90  president  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  responded: 

y  The  Mission  Society  does 
not  consider  itself  an  official 
church  agency. 

y  As  an  independent,  non¬ 
profit  agency,  it  is  governed  by  a 
board  of  directors  responsible  for 
its  missionaries  in  the  field. 

y  Missionary  training  takes 
anywhere  from  five  to  36  weeks 
and  compares  quite  favorably 
with  that  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  Mr.  Maclin. 

He  said  it  is  “difficult  to  see 
the  justice”  of  the  continued  de¬ 
bate  over  the  society  in  view  of 
appointments  that  have  been 
made  to  other  groups. 

Mr.  Maclin  said  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy  have  been  appointed 
to  positions  outside  the  church 
structure  with  such  organizations 
as  Opryland  U.S.A.,  Philip  Mor¬ 
ris  Inc.,  Snap-On  Tools,  and  the 
Institute  of  Human  Sexuality. 


tice  his  new  religion  away  from 
home  because  neither  it  nor  he 
was  accepted  in  Uganda. 

“But  Solomon  wanted  to 
preach  the  Gospel  in  his  own 
country,  so  he  came  to  Kenya 
and  asked  for  our  help,”  said 
Bishop  Imathiu. 

Kenya  and  Uganda  are  neigh¬ 
boring  countries  (see  map). 

Last  October,  Bishop  Imathiu 
ordained  Mr.  Mwuanga  a  minis¬ 
ter  in  full  connection  during  a 
ceremony  at  the  Kariakor  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Nairobi. 

Mr.  Mwuanga  now  serves  in 
the  newly  established  Western 
Synod  of  Kenya,  headed  by  Bish¬ 
op  Eratus  Kathurima. 

—  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

People  called==== 
—United  Methodist 

Director  named  for  new 
music  publishing  office 

NASHVILLE— Gary  Alan 
Smith,  editorial  manager  for  the 
hymnal  revision  project  at  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  will  head  the  House’s 
new  music  publishing  office. 

He  said  the  publishing  pro¬ 
gram  in  the  Abingdon  Press  divi¬ 
sion  will  focus  on  "practical, 
high-quality,  and  cost-effective 
products  that  meet  the  needs  of 
church  musicians.” 

A  Wisconsin  native  who  has 
published  numerous  compositions 
and  arrangements,  he  has  served 
as  music  director  in  Wisconsin, 
Texas  and  Tennessee  churches. 

Rural  sociologist  to  head 
church  training  network 

COLUMBIA,  Mo.— Judith 
Bortner  Heffernan  has  been 
named  the  first 
executive  for  the 
Heartland  Net¬ 
work  for  Town 
and  Rural  Min¬ 
istry.  She  is  ex¬ 
pected  to 
establish  a  net¬ 
work  and  train 
clergy  and  laity  Judith  Heffernan 
of  the  1 3  annual  conferences  par¬ 
ticipating  in  these  rural  ministries. 

A  member  of  the  Prairie  Chapel 
United  Methodist/Presbyterian 
Church,  an  open-country  congre¬ 
gation  near  her  family  farm  in  ru¬ 
ral  Callaway  Country,  Mo.,  she 
and  her  rural  sociologist  husband, 
Dr.  William  Heffernan,  are  spe¬ 
cialists  on  the  rural  crisis  and  how 
it  affects  rural  churches. 


Mission  Society  claims  critics  attacking 
agency  for  challenging  the  'status  quo' 


Anti-hunger  campaign  officials 
urge  Christians  to  write  letters 


My  personal 
commitment  to  you. 


The  selection  of  Cargill  Associates  to  direct 
your  capital  stewardship  program  assures  that 
the  campaign  will  achieve  maximum  potential 

—  Robert  L.  Cargill 


Please  call  1-800-433-2233  for  a  free 
copy  of  “ Check  List  For  Successful 
Stewardship  Planning.' ' 

LI3  CARGILL 
ASSOCIATES 

STEWARDSHIP  SPECIALISTS 
4701  Altamesa  Boulevard 
Post  Office  Box  330339 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76163-0339 
800-433-2233  817-292-9374 

Canada  /  800-433-2262  Australia  /  03-844-3715 


CHOIR  ROBES 

EXPERT  COQ95 
TAILORING°tO  n 

Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permaneni  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Ouality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-600-826-6612 

i  egency 

P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


_ SILK  SCREEN  ED  APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
today ? 


♦^fellow  apron  with  navy  imprint  l  ALM501 1  gS!  | 
'•  White  apron  with  royal  blue  imprint  <AUM502)|j| 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  impnnt  (AUh 

•  36'  long  and  24"  wide  •  Durable  easy-cane  t 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 


Y  tubnc 


Apron  (AL  M50I  ALM502.  ALM503I  $9.  two  apronj-S16.yv;: 
six  apron*- S42  Specify  colorfsj  desired  Add  ales  tax  (or 

(delivery  in  N  Y  Money  hack  guarantee  Also  available  for 
■other  denominations 

MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd.  U.M..  Cuba,  NX  14727 


CONVERSATIONAL  SPANISH  LANGUAGE 
PROGRAM 
July  17-28,  1989 
*$799.00 

EVENT:  Consistent  with  the  Church's  increasing  service  to  Hispanic  populations  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Latin  America  is  the  need  for  cultural  and  linguistic  preparedness  of  her  clergy  and  lay 
people.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  pleased  to  announce  a  special  two-week  summer  seminar  which 
will  provide  those  who  are  involved  in  expanding  the  Church's  Hispanic  ministry  with  the  basic  Span¬ 
ish  conversational  and  cultural  knowledge  necessary  to  work  effectively  within  these  communities. 
Participants  will  be  lay  and  clergy  church  leadership  from  churches  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  Western  Jurisdiction  including:  vol¬ 
unteers  in  mission:  leaders,  domestic  and  international:  pastors;  community  ministry  professionals:  and  lay  persons.  These  participants 
must  be  able  to  participate  fully  from  8:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  for  the  two  week  period. 

Language:  The  program  will  include  50  hours  of  classroom  Spanish  language  instruction.  The  students  will  spend  most  of  their 
time  speaking  In  and  not  about  Spanish,  thus  giving  them  the  opportunity  to  use  Spanish  in  communication  rather  than  in  trans¬ 
lation.  The  course  content  will  equip  students  to  function  in  practical  and  ministry-related  situations  and  include  relevant 
vocabulary. 

Cultural  Awareness:  A  candid  "nuts  and  bolts"  training  session  will  be  held  to  help  participants  better  understand  the  value  system  and 
ways  of  their  Hispanic  counterparts. 

Tours:  Participants  will  visit  cultural  and  ministry  settings  in  0  Paso  and  Juarez,  such  as  museums,  missions,  churches,  and  historical 
monuments. 

Excursions:  A  trip  to  Chihuahua  City,  Mexico,  250  miles  south  of  El  Paso,  will  be  planned  during  the  weekend  of  July  21-23,  1989.  Tour 
the  city,  visit  museums,  Methodist  Church  projects  and  worship  at  one  of  the  Methodist  Churches.  Price  includes  hotel,  transportation  and 
all  meals. 

For  more  information  contact  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  P.O.  Box  11,  El  Paso,  TX  79940.  (915) 
533-8286. 

•Cost  includes  registration,  course  and  workshops,  excursions,  hotel,  transportation  and  noon  meals 


Center  For  Cross-Cultural 
Educational  Ministries. 


SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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Getting  the 
Beginning  Right 


June  18  Is  a  very  special  day  in  our  Conference.  Laity  and  clergy 
starting  out  together  for  the  first  time  on  that  Sunday  will  experience  a 
strong  sense  of  beginning  together.  But  for  ail  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  it  is  an  opportunity  to  begin  anew. 

Some  congregations  will  have  a  special  opportunity  to  minister  to 
their  new  pastors,  for  they  will  be  receiving  persons  in  their  first  year  of 
pastoral  ministry.  This  is  a  crucial  time  in  which  the  potential  to  be  an 
effective  servant  of  God  is  affirmed  or  negated.  The  laity  have  tremen¬ 
dous  power  to  help  shape  the  level  of  effectiveness  and  attitudes  of  pas¬ 
tors,  for  the  conditions  surrounding  ministry  in  this  first  year  have  a 
strong  influence  which  stretches  beyond  the  first  charge  and  ripples  out 
over  the  years. 


To  some  degree,  even  for  congregations  receiving  an  experienced 
clergyperson,  the  dynamics  of  beginning  will  be  present.  As  pastors, 
our  first  year  in  a  new  appointment  gives  us  a  feel  for  our  potential  ef¬ 
fectiveness  as  a  servant  of  God  in  this  church.  We  learn  which  of  our 
strengths  are  best  suited  to  this  congregation,  and  how  to  compensate 
for  the  weaknesses  we  bring  to  it;  Our  first  year  in  each  new  assign¬ 
ment  (including  the  episcopacy)  is  likely  to  be  a  time  of  anxiety  and 
ambivalence,  mistakes  and  miracles,  storms  and  rainbows.  It  is  a  pro¬ 
phetic  time  in  that  it  points  the  rest  of  our  ministry  in  that  church  to¬ 
ward  fulfillment  or  failure,  growth  or  defeat. 


John  Fellers,  in  his  new  book  Getting  to  Know  a  Loving  God,  enti¬ 
tles  the  first  chapter  “Let’s  Get  the  Beginning  Right.”  lie  concludes 
the  chapter; 

We  get  the  beginning  right  by  making  an  affirmation,  “In 
the  beginning  God  created”  and  by  believing  that  God's  cre¬ 
ative  power  can  work  in  our  lives  at  this  very  moment. 

Whether  we  are  laity  or  clergy,  whether  we  are  experienced  or  inex¬ 
perienced,  whether  we  are  involved  in  a  change  of  pastor/pastorate  or 
are  continuing  the  present  partnership,  let’s  get  the  beginning  right. 
Let  us  affirm  our  belief  that  God’s  creative  power  can  work  in  our  lives, 
individually  and  corporately,  as  each  moment  of  ministry  together  un¬ 
folds  during  this  new  Conference  year. 

L01IL.&O  £/v\ 


Outstanding  Sunday  Schools 
Recognized 


The  Conference  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  recognized  25  Sunday  Schools 
throughout  the  Conference  for  their 
special  efforts  this  past  year.  Each 
district  was  to  select  one  Sunday 
school  in  each  of  three  categories: 
small  membership  (under  200 
members),  medium  membership 
(200-699  members),  and  large 
membership  (700  and  over).  Some 
districts  chose  not  to  select  a  church 
in  each  category,  and  there  were 
several  ties.  The  churches  honored 
for  1989  are: 

Alexandria  District; 

Small  (tie)  —  Olla  UMC  &  Urania 
UMC  —  Rev.  Ricky  Willis 
Medium  —  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 
-  Rev.  Terral  Lowe 
Large  —  First  UMC,  Alexandria  — 
Rev.  Henry  Blount 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District: 
Small  —  Wesley  Chapel  UMC  — 
Rev.  Ed  DeWeese 

Medium  —  St.  Francisville  UMC 
—  Rev.  Harold  Babin 
Large  —  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge  —  Rev.  Ken  Reed 
Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District; 
Large  —  University  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge  —  Rev.  Phil  Woodland 
Lake  Charles  District: 

Small  —  Leesville  Korean  UMC  — 
Rev.  Chung  Baek  Kim 
Medium  (tie)  —  First  UMC,  DeR- 
idder  —  Rev.  Clyde  Averett  & 
First  UMC,  Jennings  —  Rev.  Rich¬ 
ard  Hebert 

Large  —  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC 
—  Rev.  Thomas  Dunbar 
Monroe  District: 


Large  —  First  UMC,  West  Monroe 
—  Rev.  William  Peeples 
New  Orleans/Houma  District: 

Small  —  Trinity  UMC,  Buras  — 
Rev.  Mark  Crosby 
Medium  —  Gretna  UMC  —  Rev. 
Bob  Lawton 

Large  —  St.  Matthew’s  UMC,  Me¬ 
tairie  —  Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor 
New  Orleans/Slidell  District: 
Medium  —  Bethany  UMC,  New 
Orleans  —  Rev.  Alonzo  Camp¬ 
bell 

Large  —  Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell 
—  Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn 
&  Rev.  John  Winn 
Ruston  District: 

Medium  —  Lakeview  UMC,  Min- 
den  —  Rev.  James  McLelland 
Large  (tie)  —  First  UMC,  Minden 
—  Rev.  Robert  Burgess  & 

Trinity  UMC,  Ruston  —  Rev. 
Chris  Andrews 
Shreveport  District: 

Small  (tie)  —  Grand  Cane  UMC  — 
Rev.  Wayne  Evans 
Bayou  Scie  UMC  —  Rev.  Louis 
Coppage 

Medium  —  Many  UMC  —  Rev. 
Louise  Coppage 

Large  —  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port  —  Rev.  Odell  Simmons 
Three  of  these  churches  were  rec- 
ognized  as  outstanding  Sunday 
Schools  for  the  conference.  They 
are: 

Small  —  Bayou  Scie  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port  District 

Medium  —  Gretna  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans/Houma  District 
Large  —  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Martin,  wife  of  retired  Louisiana  Conference  minister,  B. 
Joseph  Martin  died  January  24,  1989.  Mrs.  Martin  who  married  Rev. 
Martin  in  193 1 ,  was  83  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


;v.  Cady  completed  his 
missionary  in  Brazil,  he 
to  the  United  States.  M. 


A  Helping  Hand  Makes  a  Dream  Come  True 


When  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady  was  a 
missionary  to  Brazil  in  the  early  six¬ 
ties,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Ivo  Dutra  in  Parana,  Virgin  Terri¬ 
tories.  Ivo  was  one  of  ten  children 
whose  father  had  the  desire  for  one 
of  his  children  to  receive  a  good 
education. 

After  f 
term  as  a  i 
came  back 


C.  chose  Ivo  as  the  one  to  receive  an 
education  in  America  because  he 
was  the  best  mannered,  most  obedi¬ 
ent,  interested  in  everything  and  a 
very  loving  boy.  He  had  promised 
Ivo’s  father  that  if  at  all  possible  he 
would  help  him  get  a  good  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  United  States,  so  in  1970 
he  went  back  to  try  to  locate  him, 
but  found  that  they  had  moved  to 
another  area  of  the  country.  In  des- 


Shown  above  are  I.  to  r.  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady,  along  with  Nair  and  Ivo 
Dutra,  from  Brazil,  and  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  of  the  Conference 
Office. 


peration.  Rev.  Cady  put  a  message 
on  the  radio  station  seeking  to  lo¬ 
cate  Ivo  and  hoping  that  he  would 
hear  this  appeal  and  the  two  would 
be  reunited.  Ivo's  mother  heard  the 
message  and  the  two  were  able  to 
make  contact  once  again. 

Rev.  Cady  offered  to  bring  Ivo  to 
the  United  States  where  he  could 
secure  the  type  of  education  he 
needed.  At  this  time.  Rev.  Cady 
was  pastor  of  the  Gueydan  United 
Methodist  Church.  Since  Ivo  only 
had  about  ten  years  of  equivalent 
schooling  in  Brazil,  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  be  enrolled  in  the  Guey¬ 
dan  high  school  where  he  eventually 
received  the  necessary  credits  for  a 
high  school  diploma.  Following 
graduation  from  high  school,  he  en¬ 
tered  McNeese  State  University  in 
Lake  Charles,  where  he  graduated 
cum  Iaude  in  1976  with  a  degree  in 
agronomy. 

During  the  time  he  was  in  Lake 
Charles  attending  school,  he  lived 
with  Rev.  Cady’s  parents.  Upon  the 
recommendation  of  Dr.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson  as  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  the  District 
Board  of  Missions  took  Ivo  under 
its  wing  and  provided  him  with 
money  for  books,  as  well  as  other 
needed  supplies,  during  his  time  at 


the  university.  In  addition  to  this  help 
for  Ivo,  the  Lake  Charles  District 
raised  more  than  $2,000  to  help  build 
a  church  in  Brazil,  where  Ivo’s  family 
worshipped  and  where  they  still 
attend  today. 

Upon  returning  to  Brazil,  Ivo 
went  to  work  for  Ely  Lilly  Company 
as  an  agronomist.  Here,  he  weekly 
surpervises  training  personnel.  Ivo 
married  in  1978  and  he  and  his  wife 
today  have  two  children,  eight  and 
three  years  of  age.  Ivo’s  recent  visit 
to  the  United  States,  where  he  visit¬ 
ed  Ely  Lilly’s  company  offices  in  In¬ 
dianapolis,  was  made  possible 
through  a  trip  that  he  won.  Ivo  and 
his  family  now  live  in  Sao  Paulo,  a 
city  of  some  ten  million  people, 
where  he  continues  his  work  with 
Ely  Lilly  and  is  an  active  leader  in 
the  Methodist  Church  he  attends. 

While  on  his  visit  to  Louisiana, 
Rev.  Cady  wanted  Ivo  to  see  the 
Headquarters  Building  in  Baton 
Rouge,  and  at  the  same  time  to  re¬ 
new  his  acquaintance  with  Dr. 
Williamson.  This  young  man’s  suc¬ 
cess  has  largely  been  accomplished 
because  of  the  care,  concern  and 
love  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
minister  who  helped  him  in  his  for¬ 
mative  years. 


United  Methodist  Men  Retreat  Scheduled 


The  Fifteenth  Annual  Retreat  of 
the  United  Methodist  Men  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  held 
June  23-25  at  Louisiana  College, 
Pineville,  This  year’s  theme  is 
“Building  Men  of  Visions  and  Ac¬ 
tion.”  _ 

Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  noted  Louisi¬ 
ana  minister,  and  currently  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker  for  the  event. 

Leading  the  singing  and  present¬ 
ing  special  music  will  be  Rev.  Jake 
Thorpe.  Associate  Pastor,  Kavan- 
augh  UMC,  Greenville,  Texas.  John 
Moore,  organist  and  pianist,  will 
play  for  the  retreat.  Moore  is  also 
Choir  Director  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette. 

On  Friday,  at  7  p.m.,  there  will  be 
a  "Song  and  Praise”  service  with 
Rev.  Weldon  Bares,  Associate  Pas¬ 
tor  of  Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette. 

In  addition,  there  will  be  special 
group  sessions  on  Saturday  includ¬ 
ing:  "Developing  a  Prison  Minis¬ 


try”  with  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese; 
"Growing  in  Faith”  (for  men  under 
1  36  years  of  age)  by  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson;  "Growing  in  Evange¬ 
lism"  with  Dr.  Ken  Reed;  and 
“Time  for  Youth’’  by  Conference 
.  ..  youth  leaders. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  will  con¬ 
duct  Sunday  Service  and  will  ad¬ 
minister  Holy  Communion 
beginning  at  IOa.m. 

First  Church,  Pineville  Men’s 
Chorus  and  the  Asbury  Crusader 
Choir  from  Lafayette  will  provide 
special  entertainment. 

Bob  Sides  is  program  chairman 
for  this  year’s  event  and  Boyd  Baun 
is  Conference  UMM  president. 

Cost  for  entire  event  is  $40.  For 
Saturday  and  Sunday  only  the  cost 
is  $31.  Send  name,  address,  and 
check  to  Jack  Ewing,  P.O.  Box  1161, 
Alexandria,  LA  71301.  Make  check 
payable  to  Men’s  Retreat. 

Golf  Tournament  Set  Friday  June  23 

This  year’s  retreat  will  feature  a 


four  man  scramble  Golf  Tourna¬ 
ment  at  the  Alpine  Country  Club  in 
Pineville. 

The  men  will  assemble  at  English 
Village  and  depart  at  1:30  p.m., 
with  the  scramble  beginning  at  2 
p.m.  and  ending  at  5  p.m.  Trans¬ 


portation  will  be  furnished. 

Cost  will  be  $1 1.50  for  nine  holes 
(cart  included).  Prizes  to  be  award¬ 
ed  are: 

1 .  Closest  to  hole  on  #4 

2.  Longest  drive  on  #5 

3.  $25.00  for  Hole-in-One 


Dr.  Alfred  Norris 


Rev.  Jake  Thorpe 


Around  the  Conference 


WORKSHOP  HELD  —  Endowment  chairpersons  participated  in  a 
workshop  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  for  the  local  churches  to  assist  them  with  endowment  funds. 
The  workshop  was  held  May  4  in  the  Activities  Building  at  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  Chairing  the  event  was  Bert  Faulk,  CPA. 
Special  guest  was  Susie  Ragsdale,  Director  of  the  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Foundation,  Houston.  Both  shared  their  expertise  with  those  in 
attendance.  Shown  I.  to  r.  are  Frank  McArthur,  member  of  the 
Foundation  Development  Team;  Susie  Ragsdale;  Bert  Faulk;  and 
Patsy  Barnes,  Director  of  Development,  UM  Foundation  of  Louisiana. 


OTHER  PARTICIPANTS  —  Pictured  are  others  who  attended  the 
recent  endowment  workshop  held  at  Broadmoor  UMC. 


OPEN  HOUSE  HELD  —  The  Gonzales  UMW  held  its  annual 
Membership  Open  House  Sunday,  April  16  at  the  church  parson¬ 
age.  Pictured  I.  to  r.  are:  Mrs.  "Ken”  Jacocks,  hostess;  Mrs.  Glenn 
Cambre,  President  of  the  Gonzales  UMW;  and  Mrs.  Leo  Hataway, 
Membership  Chairman.  Rev.  "Ken"  Jacocks  is  pastor. 


SPECIAL  RECOGNITION  —  First  UMC,  Minden,  recently  gave 
special  recognition  to  its  1989  high  school  graduating  seniors.  All 
graduates  honored  were  presented  a  Bible  and  recognized  before 
the  congregation.  The  Director  of  Youth  Ministries  is  Jay  Waalk. 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess  is  pastor. 
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Editorial; 


We  owe  the  world  Christ 


“Christians  owe  the  message  of 
God's  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ  to 
ever)  person  and  every  people." 

Tumultuous  world  events  in  re¬ 
cent  weeks  have  overshadowed  that 
bold  assertion  by  an  ecumenical 
gathering  in  San  Antonio,  Texas 
(see  UMR,  June  9). 

Turmoil  in  China,  political  tran¬ 
sition  in  Iran  and  steps  toward 
democratic  reform  in  Poland  and 
the  Soviet  Union  have  dominated 
secular  news  reports. 

The  occurrence  of  so  many  events 
that  have  global  consequences  in  so 
short  a  time  "boggles  the  mind." 
Particularly  difficult  is  knowing 
how  best  to  respond  to  events 
whose  magnitude  and  complexity 
seem  far  removed  from  the  lives  of 
most  people. 

Enter,  at  least  for  us  who  call  our¬ 
selves  Christians,  the  declaration  by 
participants  at  the  World  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Mission  and  Evangelism: 

“Christians  owe  the  message  of 
God's  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ  to 
every  person  and  every  people." 

That  statement  summarizes  as 
succinctly  as  any  we  know  outside 
Scripture  our  “marching  orders"  as 
Christ’s  followers,  whatever  our  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  those  of  the  world. 

Here's  a  New  Testament  equiva¬ 
lent:  “I  charge  you  in  the  presence 
of  God  and  of  Christ  Jesus  ...  to 


preach  the  word,  be  urgent  in  sea¬ 
son  and  out  of  season  .  .  .  endure 
suffering,  do  the  work  of  an  evange¬ 
list.  fulfill  your  ministry"  (2  Timo¬ 
thy  4:1-5). 

Such  advice  may  seem  impotent, 
if  not  irrelevant,  as  tanks  rumble 
through  the  streets  of  Beijing. 

But  the  experience  of  countless 
Christians  through  the  ages  shows 
that  no  message  could  be  more  rele¬ 
vant  or  potent.  Among  other  things, 
it  fulfills  our  need  for  hope  and  for 
an  eternal  perspective  from  which 
to  view  current  events. 

An  awareness  of  life  from  God's 
perspective  is  vital  if,  in  the  midst 
of  individual  and  social  sinfulness, 
we  are  to  sustain  a  vision  of  human 
life  patterned  after  the  divine  im¬ 
age. 

As  Christians,  we  should  pray  that 
the  people  of  China.  Iran,  Poland 
and  the  Soviet  Union — indeed,  any 
people  actively  aspiring  to  more  just 
social  structures  and  more  meaning¬ 
ful  lives — will  be  refreshed  and 
transformed  by  that  vision. 

We  should  do  our  part  in  the  are¬ 
nas  available  to  us  to  make  that 
possible  by  accepting  the  obligation 
cited  by  our  Christian  brothers  and 
sisters  who  met  in  San  Antonio: 

“Christians  owe  the  message  of 
God's  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ  to 
every  person  and  every  people." 


WOULD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO  BV  PETER  WILLIAMS 

Participants  at  the  World  Conference  on  Mission  and  Evangelism 
worship  God  and  prepare  to  share  the  message  of  salvation  through 
Christ  with  every  person  on  earth. 


Editorial 

Evangelism  group,  lliff  should  turn  barriers  into  bridges 


It's  sad  to  see  new  barriers  erect¬ 
ed  when  the  need  is  for  bridges. 

It’s  sadder  still  to  see  designs  for 
bridges  turning  into  barriers. 

That’s  the  unfortunate  image  gen¬ 
erated  by  the  dispute  between  lead¬ 
ers  at  lliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver  and  the  independent  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Foundation  for  Evan¬ 
gelism  (see  UMR,  June  2). 

The  foundation  observed  several 
years  ago  that  most  United  Meth¬ 
odist  seminaries  appeared  to  be  giv¬ 
ing  evangelism  short  shrift.  So  it 
offered  to  raise  funds  to  pay  for 
evangelism  positions  on  seminary 
faculties. 

Boston  University  School  of  The¬ 
ology  and  Garrett-Evangelical  Sem¬ 


inary  in  Evanston,  III.  have  added 
evangelism  professors  under  that 
plan,  and  lliff  agreed  to  do  likewise. 
Three  scores  for  bridge-building! 

However,  the  Foundation  for 
Evangelism  withdrew  its  offer  of 
support  when  its  leaders  disap¬ 
proved  IlifTs  choice  to  fill  the  post. 
The  Rev.  Mortimer  Arias.  Dr.  Arias 
is  a  former  Methodist  bishop  from 
Bolivia  and  more  recently  was  pres¬ 
ident  of  a  seminary  in  Costa  Rica. 
The  foundation  cited  disagreement 
with  Dr.  Arias'  theology  as  the  basis 
for  its  action. 

Thus  one  section  of  the  bridge  the 
foundation  was  seeking  to  build  is 
broken.  And  the  barrier  is  not  likely 
to  end  at  lliff. 


Dr.  Arias  is  a  distinguished  theo¬ 
logian  known  worldwide  for  his  ad¬ 
vocacy  of  evangelism.  If  a  person 
with  his  credentials  is  unacceptable 
to  the  Foundation  for  Evangelism 
then  who  could  possibly  be  accept¬ 
able? 

The  suggestion  of  some  that  Dr. 
Arias  does  not  believe  in  “personal 
fconversion”  is  ludicrous.  Using  the 
'label  “liberation  theologian"  as  if 
automatically  to  discredit  Dr.  Arias 
likewise  is  off  base.  No  theologian 
working  credibly  in  Latin  America 
today  can  fail  to  deal  with  “libera¬ 
tion  theology"  and  the  dynamics 
that  have  produced  it. 

The  Foundation  for  Evangelism 


certainly  has  the  right  to  decide  how 
to  dispense  its  funds.  But  the  Arias- 
Iliff  decision  is  likely  to  create  seri¬ 
ous  concern  among  seminary 
leaders  regarding  the  foundation’s 
intentions  and  its  trustworthiness  as 
a  partner  in  faith. 

To  IlifTs  credit,  the  seminary  is 
finding  other  funds  to  enable  Dr. 
Arias  to  teach  evangelism  there  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  three  years. 

But  the  bridge  that  has  become  a 
barrier  is  likely  to  remain  a  barrier 
unless  leaders  of  the  Foundation  for 
Evangelism  review  their  decision 
and  seek  to  reopen  discussions  with 
leaders  at  lliff.  We  believe  the  need 
for  bridges  is  too  great  to  leave  such 
a  barrier  in  place. 


Letters  to  the  Editor - 

We  should  be  more  concerned  about  humans 


Several  weeks  ago  two  disasters 
occurred  at  about  the  same  time: 

I  A  tanker  ran  aground  spilling  a 
hugh  quantity  of  crude  oil  in  Alaska. 

2.  The  battleship  Iowa,  on  war 
games,  had  an  accident  costing  47 
sailors’  lives. 

Since  that  time  the  Navy  has  had 
two  more  accidents.  In  one,  five 
lives  were  lost.  Later  another  two 
sailors  were  killed. 

Countless  news  columns  and  hours 
of  TV  time  have  been  devoted  to  the 
oil  spill.  The  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops.  Ralph  Nader  and  all  the  bleed¬ 
ing-heart  organizations  have  con¬ 
demned  the  oil  company  publicly. 

All  are  crying  about  the  lost  wild 
life. 

There  were  only  short  reports, 
generally  back-page  news,  about  the 
three  Navy  accidents  causing  loss  of 
54  human  lives.  There  were  no  de¬ 
mands  for  corrective  action. 

Yes,  there  were  flag-draped  cof¬ 
fins,  and  the  president  expressed  re¬ 
grets  to  the  families. 

We  are  led  to  believe  that  animal 
life  is  more  precious  than  human 


“We  need  to  bring  the  reality  of 
death  back  into  the  sanctuary  and 
onto  the  agendas  of  people's  lives. 
One  way  we  can  do  this  is  to  sched¬ 
ule  funerals  when  people  can  at¬ 
tend.  .  .  .  Why  not  have  funerals  on 
Sunday  morning?  Funerals  won't 


life.  That  follows  the  examples  of 
our  courts.  They  show  concern  for 
the  murders  and  lack  of  consider¬ 
ation  for  those  murdered. 

It  is  past  time  to  get  our  priori¬ 
ties,  concerns  and  values  properly 
directed  and  oriented. 

G.E.  McElheny 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Analysis  disappointing 

The  “mainline”  leaders’  analysis 
of  their  churches’  vitality  in  light  of 
the  resurgence  of  conservative, 
evangelical  Christianity  is  rather 
disappointing  (see  UMR,  May  19). 

The  leaders  are  reported  to  have 
declared  their  commitment  to  their 
churches  “heritages”;  yet,  when 
confronted  with  contemporary  ex¬ 
pressions  remarkably  similar  to 
those  of  their  thoroughgoing  evan¬ 
gelical  heritages — certainly,  United 
Methodist  heritage — they  tacitly  as¬ 
sume  that  these  expressions  are  for¬ 
eign  to  their  traditions. 

The  “signposts"  they  give  of  the 
authenticity  of  their  heritages  are  de¬ 
ficient  in  criteria  distinctively  indic- 


disturb  our  worship.  They  will  help 
to  define  our  message.  In  Christ  we 
have  God’s  answer  to  death.” 

—  Bishop  Howard  E.  Wennes, 
Grand  Canyon  Synod,  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America 


*  IT’LL  BF  A  CrREAT  PAY 


WHEW  OOR  SCHOOLS  AMP 
CHURCHES  HAVE  ALL  THF 
HVOWEV  THEY  WEEO  AND  THE 
MILITARY  HAS  TO  THROW  A 
BAKE  SALE  TO  80/ A  MISSILE  " 

ative  of  their  evangelical  heritages. 
Those  criteria  also  lack  the  dimen¬ 
sions  of  vitality  that  evoked  these 
leaders’  remarks  in  the  first  place. 

If  we  might  construe  the  implica¬ 
tion  of  Bishop  Jack  Tuell’s  com¬ 
ment  positively,  if  our  “mainline” 
churches  will  embrace  all  that  is 
good  in  the  evangelical  movement, 
then  our  churches  may  very  well  be 
renewed  for  the  21st  century. 

H.  O.  Tom  Thomas  Jr. 
Trona,  California 

NCC  isn't  following  Christ 

The  National  Council  of 
Churches'  scriptural  mandate 
hasn’t  been  followed  (see  UMR, 
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June  2).  Thus,  since  as  Christ’s  fol¬ 
lowers  they  are  not  one,  could  it  be 
they  are  not  following  Christ? 

The  logic  is  sound.  The  NCC  has 
chosen  its  own  idol  of  social  and  po¬ 
litical  reform  instead  of  serving  the 
fundamental  teachings  of  Christ. 

Perhaps  the  council’s  state  of 
health  could  more  appropriately  be 
described  as  “  . . .  there  is  a  time  to 
be  bom  and  a  time  to  die." 

May  the  NCC  rest  in  peace  until 
there  is  a  resurrection  in  under¬ 
standing  of  Christ’s  teachings. 

Harold  Walker 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  tellers  for  publication  to 
“ Letters  to  the  Editor/'  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266  0275. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“O  Lord,  how  long  shall  I  cry  for 
help,  and  thou  wilt  not  hear?  Or  cry 
to  thee  ‘Violence!’  and  thou  wilt  not 

save?” 


Book  Chapter  Perse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Galatians  5:22,23) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  18 

Monday:  Psalms  42:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  42:7-1 1 
Wednesday:  I  Kings  19:1-8 
Thursday:  Luke  7:36-43 
Friday:  Luke  7:44-8:3 
Saturday:  Galatians  2: 1 5-2 1 
Sunday:  Galatians  2:1-14 


My  Witness 


I'm  glad  God  gave  me 
a  chance  to  tell  story 


As  a  member  of  the  worship  com¬ 
mittee  of  our  church,  I  attended  a 
regular  meeting  one  evening. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  meeting,  I 
became  a  bit  drowsy.  Then  the 
chairman  of  our  committee  asked 
our  pastor  if  he  had  anyone  in  mind 
to  speak  for  Laity  Sunday. 

“Yes,”  replied  the  pastor,  instantly. 
“1  should  like  Frances  (me)  to  do  it!” 

Needless  to  say,  I  became  fully 
alert  at  once!  I  am  certain  my  eyes 
grew  wide  in  surprise  and  amaze¬ 
ment  and,  yes,  shock! 

Although  I  very  much  appreciat¬ 
ed  my  pastor’s  confidence  in  my 
ability,  I  spluttered  in  protest.  What 
would  I  speak  about?  Did  I  have 
anything  worthwhile  to  say? 

After  much  praying  and  thinking, 
I  decided  to  speak.  Preparing  my 
talk  was  the  hardest  work  I  had 
done  for  a  long  time.  I  spoke  on 
tough  times  of  the  heart  and  soul.  I 
was  well-versed  on  this  subject. 

Both  my  husband  and  my  only 
brother  had  died  in  one  year’s  time. 
In  addition,  I  had  suffered  kidney 
failure  for  1 1  years. 

My  speech  became  a  potpourri 
type.  I  told  my  fellow  United  Meth¬ 
odists  what  their  support  had  meant 
and  means  to  me.  I  paid  tribute  to 
my  husband’s  memory  in  the  hope 
that  our  great  love  for  each  other 
might  encourage  any  faltering  mar¬ 
riages  to  be  reconsidered. 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Frances 
Farmer  is  a  member 
of  United  Methodist 
Church,  Gibson 
City,  III.  (Central  Illinois  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness ,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Bos  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 


0275. 


I  also  hoped  that  other  people 
“traveling  through  the  valley  of  the 
shadows”  or  being  “baptized  by 
fire”  would  take  heart.  Perhaps 
they,  too,  even  as  I,  could  be  led 
“through  the  fire"  by  the  God  who 
delivered  the  three  men  in  the  King 
Nebuchadnezzar  Bible  story. 

I  spoke  of  the  therapeutic  value 
of  tears. 

Then  I  told  of  my  lapse  of  faith 
after  my  husband’s  death  and  how 
wonderful  it  was  to  discover,  in  my 
attempt  to  revive  my  faith,  that 
God  had  not  given  up  on  me  after 
all  nor  I  on  him! 

The  Lord  does  work  in  mysteri¬ 
ous  ways!  How  thankful  I  am,  now, 
to  have  had  an  opportunity  to  give 
my  testimony  publicly. 


Faithfully 

Since  Christians'  faith  lives 
in  China,  right  will  prevail 


Recent  pictures  from  China  have 
sharpened  some  mental  images  I 
carried  out  of  that  seething  country 
two  years  ago. 

I  see  differently 
now  the  brief  en¬ 
counter  I  had  with 
a  retired  school 
administrator  who 
approached  me  in 
a  lakeside  park 
asking  if  I  spoke 
English  and,  if  so,  |ohn  Lovelace 
could  he  practice  conversation  with 
me. 

With  a  mixture  of  Western  con¬ 
descension  and  impatience — I 
wanted  to  hurry  and  take  more  pic¬ 
tures — I  agreed.  We  exchanged  a 
few  pleasantries.  Then  he  showed 
me  his  real  language  practice  part¬ 
ner:  A  tiny  portable  radio  with  ear¬ 
plug,  through  which  he  was 
listening  to  Voice  of  America 
broadcasts  in  English. 

Now  I  wonder:  Was  he  merely 
practicing  English?  Or  was  he,  like 
today’s  aroused  students  through¬ 
out  China — perhaps  some  of  them 
his  own  former  students — savoring 
what  he  was  learning  of  democracy 
via  these  broadcasts? 

I  remember  100-acre  Tiananmen 
Square — big  enough,  we  were  told, 
to  hold  1  million  people,  now 
bloodied  and  scarred  immutably. 

Among  the  smattering  of  visitors 
that  day  was  a  Chinese  child,  no 


more  than  18  months,  wearing  his 
father’s  military-uniform  cap, 
drooped  down  over  his  ears.  Where 
is  that  soldier  now?  Whose  side  is 
he  on? 

And  there  was  the  conversation 
with  our  tour  guide  aboard  the  bus 
following  our  visit  to  the  tomb  of 
former  Communist  boss  Mao  Ze¬ 
dong  on  Tiananmen  Square. 

Why,  I  asked  him,  do  Chinese 
still  honor  this  man  despite  the 
atrocities  of  the  Cultural  Revolu¬ 
tion  committed  under  his  regime? 

“Big  man  make  big  mistake,”  Mr. 
Guo  answered. 

What,  I  wonder  now,  does  Mr. 
Guo  think  of  Chairman  Mao’s  suc¬ 
cessors?  Is  big  government  making 
big  mistake? 

Finally  I  remember  the  deter¬ 
mined  looks  on  the  faces  of  students 
in  the  four  Chinese  Christian  semi¬ 
naries  we  visited.  They  know  they 
are  the  heirs  of  a  faith  kept  alive  not 
only  through  the  Cultural  Revolu¬ 
tion  but  during  four  decades  of 
Communist  rule. 

Where  are  th6se  students  today? 
My  mental  image  is  that  they  are 
practicing  and  preaching  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  And  so  long  as  I  know 
that  those  students  are  free  to  em¬ 
body  the  Christian  faith.  I  have  faith 
that  right  will  prevail  in  China. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  managing  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church's  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 
P.O.  Box  222198 
Dallas,  TX  75222 
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SOWETO  REMEMBERED:  “From 

Pentecost  to  Soweto,”  a  National  Council  of 
Churches  in  the  U.S.A.  effort  opposing  legalized 
.  racial  segregation  in  South  Africa,  will  end  with 
a  June  17  rally  in  Washington  to  commemorate 
the  Soweto  uprising  of  June  16,  1976.  That  was 
when  scores  of  black  South  African  youths  were 
slain  by  government  troops  in  the  sprawling 
■township  of  Soweto  outside  Johannesburg. 

SEEDS  OF  HOPE:  Financially-trou¬ 
bled  Kansas  farmers  who  need  help  planting  a 
fall  crop  will  receive  2,000  bags  of  milo  seed 
from  the  United  Methodist-supported  Inter¬ 
faith  Rural  Life  Committee.  Local  pastors  will 
apply  for  seed  on  behalf  of  the  farmer,  sard  an 
official.  The  group  hopes  to  expand  the  “Seeds 
of  FTope"  program  to  corn,  soybeans  and  wheat. 

FEMALE  CLERGY:  Almost  half  the  fe¬ 
male  clergy  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
say  they  feel  discriminated  against,  but  less  than 
20  percent  of  their  lay  counterparts  register  simi- 
•  lar  complaints,  according  to  a  recent  survey.  Ann 
DuBois,  an  employment  specialist,  said  federal 
laws  banning  discrimination  have  resulted  in 
“tremendous  strides  in  the  secular  workplace”  for 
women,  but  the  church  is  “still  catching  up.” 

GERMAN  YOUTHS:  More  than  800 
.  young  United  Methodists  from  West  Germany 
and  West  Berlin  gathered  near  Stuttgart,  West 
Germany,  for  a  first-ever  Pentecost  weekend  cele¬ 
bration  for  that  age  group.  Newly-elected  Bishop 
Walter  Klaiber  led  Bible  studies  focusing  on  the 
Holy  Spirit;  workshop  subjects  ranged  from 
Methodism  to  homosexuality  and  AIDS. 

ASBURY  HONORS:  The  Rev.  James 
B.  Buskirk,  pastor  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  and 
James  and  Shirley  Dobson, 
whose  media  ministry  is 
aimed  at  the  family,  were 
awarded  honorary  doctor¬ 
ates  by  Asbury  Seminary  at 
the  school's  66th  com¬ 
mencement  last  month.  Dr. 

Buskirk  was  cited  for  his 
Tulsa  church’s  remarkable 
growth,  denomination-leading  Sunday  school 
attendance  and  adult  education  programs.  The 
Dobsons  were  saluted  for  their  media  pro¬ 
grams — “Turn  Your  Hearts  Toward  Home” 
and  “Focus  on  the  Family.” 

NO  SHOW:  At  least  one  national  video¬ 
tape  retailer.  Blockbuster  Video,  has  refused  to 
stock  the  video  version  of  director  Martin  Scor¬ 
sese’s  film  “The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ.”  A 
spokesman  said  the  retailer  was  responding  to 
customer  complaints.  The  film’s  portrayal  of 
Christ  has  been  criticized  as  “weak,”  “vacillating” 
and  “lustful.” 

CUT  WEAPONS'  FUNDS:  Congress 

should  not  authorize  any  more  funds  for  strate- 
,  gic  nuclear  weapons  or  allow  development  of 
anti-satellite  weapons,  contend  Methodists 
United  for  Peace  with  Justice,  an  unofficial 
group  of  United  Methodists.  They  also  called 
for  severe  cutbacks  in  funding  for  the  space- 
.  based  defense  initiative  known  as  “Star  Wars.” 


James  Busl 


One-cent  shift  changes  UMC  funding 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

A  penny  doesn’t  seem  like  much. 

But  when  you  multiply  I  cent 
by  the  number  of  dollars  given 
on  an  average  Sunday  by  as 
many  as  3.5  million  United 
Methodists,  those  pennies  add 
up.  The  total  has  big  implica¬ 
tions  for  the  financial  future  of 
the  denomination. 

One  penny  is  how  much  more 
local  congregations  are  keeping 
now — compared  to  10  years 
ago — out  of  each  dollar  given  by 
their  members. 

The  penny  is  coming  from 
funds  that  10  years  ago  went  to 
the  church’s  apportioned  general 
funds,  other  special-day  offerings 
and  ministries  supported  by  des¬ 
ignated  gifts,  said  the  Rev.  Clif¬ 
ford  S.  Droke.  He’s  the 
denomination’s  treasurer  and 


chief  executive  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration. 

Here’s  how  the  average  dollar 
put  into  a  United  Methodist  of¬ 
fering  plate  is  divided: 

/  80  cents  stay  at  the  local 
congregation. 

•f  15.2  cents  go  to  district,  an¬ 
nual  conference  and  jurisdiction¬ 
al  expenses. 

/  3.9  cents  go  to  the  appor¬ 
tioned  denominational  funds  and 
other  churchwide  askings,  such  as 
special-day  offerings  and  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  mission  projects. 

y  0.9  cent  goes  to  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  mission 
pledge. 

Although  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  economically  healthy 
overall,  Dr.  Droke  said,  its  finances 
are  showing  signs  of  pressure. 

That  pressure  is  being  felt 


throughout  the  church. 

At  the  denominational  level 
less  money  is  coming  in,  percen¬ 
tagewise. 

At  the  annual  conference  level 
such  things  as  runaway  health  in¬ 
surance  costs  are  cutting  deeply 
into  revenue  (see  UMR,  May  19). 

At  the  congregational  level 
pastoral  support  and  operating 
expenses  are  taking  bigger 
chunks  of  the  local  budget  than 
they  once  did. 

Those  rising  local  costs,  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  local  churches 
are  being  asked  to  pay  less,  per¬ 
centagewise,  beyond  their  own 
needs,  resulted  in  a  decline  in  de¬ 
nominational  revenues  in  1985-88 
(see  accompanying  chart). 

“We’re  asking  for  less,  so  peo¬ 
ple  are  paying  less,”  Dr.  Droke 
explained. 

Dr.  Droke  said  the  1985-88  de¬ 


cline  in  revenue  for  denomina¬ 
tionwide  askings  was  part  of  a 
small  but  steady  percentage  drop 
that  has  occurred  for  the  past 
eight  years. 

The  decline’s  impact  was  most 
visible  in  the  World  Service 
Fund,  the  major  income  source 
for  United  Methodist  boards  and 
agencies.  Receipts  to  this  fund  in 
1988  fell  2  percent  short  of  antic¬ 
ipated  income. 

“No  general  agency  ever  bud¬ 
gets  for  100  percent,  since  World 
Service  never  comes  in  full  but 
historically  at  more  like  90  per¬ 
cent,  so  they  were  prepared 
somewhat,”  Dr.  Droke  ex¬ 
plained.  “But  the  general  boards 
and  agencies  have  lost  significant 
purchasing  power. 

“It’s  important  to  note  that 
across  the  whole  church  we  have 
more  purchasing  power  than  we 


did  in  the  1970s,"  Dr.  Droke 
continued.  "But  the  gain  over  in¬ 
flation  was  narrower  in  1988 
than  it  was  in  1987.” 

Dr.  Droke  said  he  sees  two  fac¬ 
tors  that  could  reverse  the  de¬ 
cline  in  revenue  to  the 
denominational  funds: 

1)  The  adoption  of  the  biblical 
tithe  (a  10  percent  portion  of  per¬ 
sonal  income)  as  a  minimum  lev¬ 
el  of  giving  by  a  majority  of 
United  Methodists  as  compared 
with  the  current  2  to  3  percent. 

2)  Greater  efforts  by  annual 
conferences  and  local  congrega¬ 
tions  to  explain  the  needs  met  by 
ministries  supported  by  appor¬ 
tioned  askings. 

“I  really  do  believe  that  if  we 
lay  out  the  needs  in  local 
churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  our  folks  will  respond,” 
Dr.  Droke  said. 


Why  is  it  tougher 
for  local  churches 
to  pay  fair  share? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Local  congregations  are  finding 
it  tougher  to  pay  their  apportion¬ 
ments  for  denominational  minis¬ 
tries,  say  some  United  Methodist 
annual  conference  officials. 

Some  point  to  increased  costs 
for  pastoral  support  and  operat¬ 
ing  expenses  as  factors  in  the  de¬ 
cline.  Others  say  stewardship  is 
at  the  root  of  the  problem. 

Here  are  some  comments  on 
the  church’s  economic  condition: 

John  Woodruff,  Central  Illinois 
treasurer:  “Even  though  we  have 
an  excellent  financial  history  and 
always  pay  100  percent  of  our 
conference  apportionments  to 
the  general  funds,  our  steward¬ 
ship  level  runs  only  about  2  to  3 
^percent.  That’s  about  $275  per 
person  annually  [as  compared 
with  the  biblical  tithe  of  10  per¬ 
cent).  That’s  nothing  to  write 
home  about.” 

The  Rev.  Charles  Winkler, 
Kansas  West  council  director: 
“We  had  a  pretty  good  year  last 
year.  But  looking  back  over  the 
past  20  years,  we’ve  seen  operat¬ 
ing  expenses  in  local  churches 
jump  from  25.7  percent  to  35.4 
percent  [of  the  local  budget  to¬ 
tal).  Pastoral  support  went  from 
18.8  percent  to  28.4  percent.” 


Beverly  C.  Berry,  Florida  trea¬ 
surer:  “We’ve  experienced  a  de¬ 
cline  in  apportionment  payments 
to  the  annual  conference  and  the 
general  church.  Our  conference 
has  many  retirees  on  fixed  in¬ 
comes  that  don’t  keep  pace  with 
inflation.  Their  giving  reflects 
that.  Local  churches  are  finding 
it  harder  to  keep  up  with  appor¬ 
tionments  and  increased  operat¬ 
ing  expenses.” 

Joel  Huffman,  Desert  South¬ 
west  treasurer:  “We’re  a  young 
conference  (Desert  Southwest  was 
established  in  1 985),  so  we’re  still  in 
a  ‘honeymoon’  period  to  some  ex¬ 
tent.  But  we’re  beginning  to  feel  the 
effects  of  an  unpublicized  slow¬ 
down  in  our  economic  growth 
that’s  having  an  impact  on  our  local 
churches.  Our  local  churches’  total 
expenses  rose  between  13  and  19 
percent  over  the  past  three  years." 

The  Rev.  Bill  G.  Deel,  West 
Virginia  treasurer:  “West  Virgin¬ 
ia  has  the  highest  unemployment 
in  the  United  States,  but  we  still 
have  churches  that  pay  out  100 
percent  of  their  apportionments. 
Some  of  those  ask  us  to  come  edu¬ 
cate  their  people  on  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  apportionments.  Some  of 
our  churches  really  sacrificed  to 
meet  the  annual  conference’s 
needs.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


What  are  the 
general  funds? 

These  are  the  United  Methodist 
apportioned  general  funds  for  1989-92. 

World  Service:  Funds  programs  of  the 
church's  general  boards  and  agencies. 

Ministerial  Education:  Supports 
recruitment  and  education  of 
ordained  and  diaconal  ministers. 

Black  College:  Supports  11  UM-related 
historically  black  colleges. 

Episcopal:  Pays  bishops'  salaries  and 
expenses. 

General  Administration:  Pays  the 
church’s  business  costs. 

Interdenominational  Cooperation:  Pays 
for  UM  participation  in  National  Council  of 
Churches,  World  Council  of  Churches, 
Consultation  on  Church  Union,  etc. 

Africa  University:  Slated  to  raise  $10 
million  of  a  $20  million  pledge  for  the 
establishment  of  a  UM-related  university  in 
Zimbabwe. 

Other  United  Methodist  general-church 
income  is  received  through  Advance 
Special,  special-day  and  other  gifts. 

Source:  General 


How  much 
did  we  give? 

Percentage  of  Apportionments  Paid 


m 


The  1985-88  performance  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  general  funds  is  shown  in  these  two  graphs. 
Above,  the  percentage  of  paid  apportionments  declines 
over  four  years.  Below,  dollar  comparisons  show  the 
difference  between  apportionments  and  receipts. 


Dollar  Comparisons  of  Apportionments 


•  Amount!  rounded  to  nearest  hundred  thousand 

Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 


UM  mission  leaders  deplore  Chinese  'brutal  ways' 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  joined  a  swell¬ 
ing  chorus  of  Christian  leaders  last 
week  in  condemning  the  Chinese 
government’s  violent  crackdown  on 
the  student  protesters  that  left  an 
estimated  3,000  dead. 

“No  measure  of  anger  or  sadness 
can  convey  how  overwhelmed  we 
feel  about  the  brutal  ways  the  Chi¬ 


PAX  WORLD  FRIENDSHIP  TOUR 

TRAVEL  SEMINAR 
TO  THE  U.S.S.R. 

October  7-21,  1989 
STEP  BEHIND  THE  HEADLINES. 

Experience  glasnost  and  perestroika 
personally.  Travel  to  the  U.S.S.R.  with 
FRIENDSHIP  TOURS.  Visit  four  republics: 
Azerbaijan,  Estonia,  Russia,  Ukraine. 

Visit  schools,  churches,  hospitals,  farms. 
Meet  with  representatives  of  public  and 
religious  organizations.  Enjoy  the  famous 
Russian  circus,  the  dance  and  music  of  the 
country's  many  ethnic  cultures.  Marvel  at 
the  architectural  achievements  of  Peter  the 
Great,  see  the  great  art  works  in  the 
Hermitage,  be  dazzled  by  St.  Basil's 
Cathedra.  And  so  much  morel 
COST:  $2,975:  Includes  all  transportation, 
guides,  meals,  lodging,  theater 
performances,  special  excursions,  visa 
fees,  taxes. 

SEND  FOR  YOUR  APPLICATION! 


After  completion,  mall  to: 

FRIENDSHIP  TOURS 
PAX  WORLD  FOUNDATION 

wo  east-west  highway,  suite  iso 

BETHESDA,  MARYLAND  20814 


nese  authorities  have  recently  re¬ 
pressed  their  own  citizenry,”  said  the 
denomination’s  top  mission  officials. 

In  a  statement  released  late  last 
week  decrying  the  Chinese  govern¬ 
ment’s  actions.  Bishop  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  president  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and  its 
chief  executive,  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  underscored  the  need  to 
"maintain  channels  of  communica¬ 
tion”  between  the  United  States 
and  China. 

"Amidst  the  pain  and  agony  of 
these  days,  we  must  draw  upon  the 
ties  that  bind  us,”  they  said. 

The  mission  officials  pledged  “to 
work  with  the  church  in  China  and 
all  Chinese  of  goodwill,  to  continual¬ 
ly  build  bridges  of  lasting  peace,  jus¬ 
tice,  freedom  and  prosperity  for  all,” 

Officials  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Geneva  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  also  registered 
shock  and  dismay  at  the  bloody 
turn  of  events  in  China. 

Those  events  were  more  visible 
outside  than  inside  China,  said  Car¬ 
ol  Walker,  a  United  Methodist  liv¬ 
ing  in  Nanjing — about  500  miles 
southeast  of  Beijing. 

Ms.  Walker  teaches  English  at 
Jiangsu  Educational  Institute  in  a 
program  under  auspices  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
U.S.A.  and  the  China-based  Amity 
Foundation  (see  separate  story). 

She  told  the  Reporter  during  a 
telephone  interview  that  foreign  ob¬ 
servers  “know  a  lot  more  than  we  or 
the  Chinese  people  do,"  thanks  to 
the  extensive  media  coverage. 

The  official  Chinese  media  did 
not  broadcast  or  publish  the  pic¬ 


'  X.  MONGOLIA  ^  J  / 


Four  workers  in  China 
declared  out  of  danger 


tures  seen  elsewhere  in  the  world  on 
television  and  in  newspapers,  said 
Ms.  Walker. 

Revisionist  portrayals  of  the  pro¬ 
democracy  student  demonstrators 
are  also  being  circulated,  said  Ms. 
Walker. 

“The  description  of  the  students 
as  patriots  and  their  action  as  a  pa¬ 
triotic  one  is  being  replaced  by  the 
term  ‘counter-revolutionaries,’  ’’ 
said  Ms.  Walker.  “And  that  has 
really  wounded  the  students  here.” 

She  said  her  students,  because 
they  speak  English,  have  followed 
the  recent  events  from  radio  broad¬ 
casts  on  the  British  Broadcasting 
Company  and  the  Voice  of  Ameri¬ 
ca,  then  spread  the  news  to  their  fel¬ 
low  countrymen. 

Students  are  especially  alarmed 


by  reports  that  a  roundup  of  stu¬ 
dent  protest  leaders  is  underway  in 
Beijing  and  that  officials  were  ask¬ 
ing  other  students  to  reveal  the 
whereabouts  of  student  leaders  in 
hiding,  said  Ms.  Walker. 


Sacrifice 

Hanging  on  a  cross 
Head  bowed. 

Blood  flowing  from  His  side, 

He  gave  the  total  sacrifice. 

This  Son  of  God. 

His  blood  flows  out  still. 

His  suffering  with  us 
Becomes  a  red  river. 

Blood  mixing  with  blood. 

The  red  river  flows  from  Beijing. 
— A  Christian  Hunger  Striker, 
China,  June  1989 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Although  there  are  no  United 
Methodist  missionaries  in  China, 
four  United  Methodists  are  working 
there  as  English  teachers. 

The  Rev.  Ewing  W.  Carroll,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  China  program  for 
United  Methodism’s  world  mission 
board,  said  the  four  are  Martha  and 
Frank  Kuhlman  in  Fuzhou  and 
Carol  Walker  and  Arba  Herr  in 
Nanjing  (see  map). 

They  are  among  26  teachers 
working  under  auspices  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
U.S.A.  and  the  China-based  Amity 
Foundation. 

The  teachers  were  told  that  if  the 
Chinese  situation  deteriorates.  Am¬ 
ity  is  ready  to  help  them  to  get  out 
of  the  country,  said  Mr.  Carroll. 

“If  they  feel  they  need  to  leave, 
we're  certainly  supportive  of  that," 
he  said. 

Mr.  Carroll  said  an  Amity  Foun¬ 
dation  education  coordinator  as¬ 
sured  him  the  four  United 
Methodists  weren’t  in  danger. 

None  of  the  26  was  in  Beijing, 
where  news  reports  said  more  than 
3,000  people — mostly  unarmed  stu¬ 
dents — were  killed  when  the  Chi¬ 
nese  army  crushed  a  protest  at 
Tiananmen  Square  June  4  (see  story 
at  left). 

Mr.  Carroll  said  two  other  United 
Methodists — Bemie  and  Linda  An¬ 
derson — left  south  central  China 
May  29  after  completing  a  two-year 


teaching  term  in  Nanchang. 

Like  many  Chinese,  they  had  not 
been  aware  of  the  demonstrations 
in  Beijing,  he  said. 

Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  (Wiscon¬ 
sin  Area),  who  is  to  spend  five  weeks 
in  China  this  fall  representing  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  said  last  week  he  still  intends  to 
make  the  trip. 

“My  assumption  is  that  things 
will  have  found  a  direction  by 
then."  said  Bishop  Lawson. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


TOUR  OF  ENGLAND 
AND  EDINBURGH  AREA 

September  20-0ctober  3,  1989 
Call  or  write  for  itinerary: 

Royce  Hardaway  Tours 
P.O.  Box  551224,  Dallas,  TX  75355 
(214)  348-8723 


4th  Annual 

PRAYER  AND  HEALING 
CONFERENCE 
in  the  Pacific  Northwest 

fea  ruring 

Rev.  Dr.  Robert  G.  Tuttle,  Jr. 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
and 

Dr.  Paul  W.  Brand 

Gillis  W.  Long  Hansen's  Disease  Center 
Plus  9  Workshops! 

AUG.  13-17,  Lutheran  Bible  Institute 
15  miles  east  of  Seattle 
Cost  SJ  70 

\Wite  Kathie  Sheppard 
6919  Lakewood  Rd.,  Stanwood.WA  98292 
or  call  (206)  932-777 7 
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KOREAN  PROTEST:  Thirty-nine 
Protestant  missionaries  in  South  Korea — in¬ 
cluding  United  Methodists — have  asked  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  not  to 
confirm  CIA  officer  Donald  P.  Gregg  as  U.S. 
ambassador  to  South  Korea.  The  missionaries’ 
letter  said  many  of  them  are  nervous  about  the 
implications  of  involving  former  intelligence 
personnel  such  as  Mr.  Gregg  so  deeply  in  the 
conduct  of  U.S.  policy  on  the  Korean  peninsula. 
The  vote  on  Mr.  Gregg’s  nomination  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  June  20. 


TOP  EVANGELIST:  Bishop  Richard 
B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  is  to  receive  the  Philip 
Award  for  outstanding  contri¬ 
butions  to  evangelism  Aug.  11. 

The  presentation  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Evangelists  is  to  be 
part  of  “Aldersgate  ’89."  That 
Aug.  10-13  event  is  sponsored 
by  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
newal  Services  Fellowship  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark.  The  fellow¬ 


ship  is  affiliated  with  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship. 


INTERIM  HEAD  NAMED:  Retired 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  has  been  elected  inter¬ 
im  director  of  the  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Evangelism.  Bishop  Hunt  succeeds  the 
Rev.  Charles  Kinder  who  has  served  as  director 
of  the  foundation  10  years.  Dr.  Kinder  has  been 
appointed  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Sebring,  Fla.  The  foundation,  although 
autonomous,  is  affiliated  with  the  Section  of 
Evangelism  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship.  It  was  launched  in  1949  to  help 
fund  special  projects  of  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Evangelism  (see  related  editorial  on  Page  2). 

HEALING  WORDS:  The  author  of 
"Blest  to  be  a  blessing”  is  to  speak  June  23  at 
the  non-denominational  “Festival  of  Christian 
Healing”  in  Nashville.  The  Rev.  James  K.  Wag¬ 
ner  directs  the  prayer  and  healing  ministry  at 
The  Upper  Room  division  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  He  is  to  be 
one  of  seven  speakers  from  various  Christian 
denominations. 

WOMEN  LEAD  THE  WAY:  Wo¬ 
men  in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  have 
started  an  organization  to  “nurture  and  pro¬ 
mote”  careers  of  women  having  the  “potential 
for  major  leadership”  in  the  jurisdiction  and  the 
region’s  annual  conferences.  JoAnn  Miles,  a 
member  of  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  convenor  of  the  Wom¬ 
en's  Leadership  Team,  said  the  group  would 
meet  at  Mount  Sequoyah  Assembly  in  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Ark.,  June  19  to  compose  a  list  of  poten¬ 
tial  women  leaders  for  the  eight-state  area. 

FAMILY  OF  FAITH:  Helping  families 
sustain  spiritual  faith  was  the  focus  of  a  recent 
meeting  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship’s  Section  on  Christian  Education  and 
Age-Level  Ministries.  Copies  of  presentations 
made  at  the  meeting  on  the  family  and  society, 
the  family  and  spirituality,  the  context  for  fam¬ 
ily  ministries  and  local  church  family  ministries 
will  be  offered  soon  by  the  board. 

UMC  HAS  HEART':  Information  on 
health  issues  ranging  from  AIDS  to  toxic  waste 
is  available  to  50  computer  users  through 
HEART — Health  Electronic  Accessibility  to 
Research  and  Telecommunications.  The  net¬ 
work  is  being  used  for  six  months  by  selected 
chaplains,  pastors,  workers  in  AIDS  and  deaf 
ministries,  annual  conference  staff  executives 
and  others.  HEART  is  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Department. 

WANTED:  PRAYING  MEN:  Men 

who  won’t  be  among  the  7,000  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  at  “Congress  ’89”  next  month  at  Pur¬ 
due  University  can  still  participate  in  the 
meeting’s  Remote  Upper  Room  Prayer  Center. 
Prayer  requests  will  be  forwarded  from  the  Up¬ 
per  Room  in  Nashville  to  West  Lafayette,  Ind., 
from  noon  July  14  to  8  a.m.  July  16.  The  Prayer 
Line  number  is  (800)  251-2468. 

ETHNIC  WORSHIP:  Prayers,  music 
and  rituals  practiced  by  ethnic-minority  Chris¬ 
tians — and  their  potential  influence  on  the  pre¬ 
dominantly  white  United  Methodist  Church — 
is  to  be  the  subject  of  an  intercultural  roundta¬ 
ble  meeting  during  “Claremont  ’89.”  That’s  the 
biennial  convocation  of  the  Fellowship  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  the  Other 
Arts.  The  meeting  is  to  be  at  the  School  of  The¬ 
ology  at  Claremont,  Calif.,  July  17-20.  The  in¬ 
terethnic  gathering  is  to  be  convened  by  Bishop 
Elias  G.  Galvan  (Phoenix  Area.) 

CAMPUS  MINISTRY:  “Celebrate! 
Many  Gifts,  One  Spirit”  is  the  theme  for  a  na¬ 
tional  ecumenical  college  student  gathering 
Dec.  28,  1990,  through  Jan.  1,  1991,  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.  The  Council  for  Ecumenical  Student 
Christian  Ministry  expects  4,000  students  rep¬ 
resenting  13  Christian  organizations  to  attend 
the  meeting.  The  Rev.  Richard  Hicks,  director 
of  United  Methodist  national  campus  minis¬ 
tries,  said  the  planning  committee  hopes  to 
challenge  students  to  grow  in  their  faith  com¬ 
mitment. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 


Faith  at  work 


Death  in  Philippines: 
team  finds  violations 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  United 
Methodist  minister  from  New 
York,  familiar  with  the  Philip¬ 
pines  from  20  years  ago,  recently 
revisited  the  Asian  nation  as  part 
of  an  international  church-based 
fact-finding  group. 

He  reported  some  alarming 
findings. 

In  the  coastal  town  of  Sipaylay, 
said  the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  one 
doctor  serves  68,000  residents 
and  15.000  refugees.  Visiting  the 
overcrowded  municipal  health 
facility,  Mr.  Day  counted  25  par¬ 
ents  with  critically  ill  children. 

During  an  interview  with  Dr. 
Ray  Geraldo,  the  Sipaylay  mu¬ 
nicipal  health  official,  Mr.  Day 
and  other  team  members  were 
led  to  a  small  shed.  There,  he  re¬ 
called.  he  saw  four  dead  children, 
a  grandmother  shooing  flies  from 
their  bodies.  All  had  died  from 
preventable  diseases,  such  as  dys¬ 
entery  and  measles,  he  added. 

Mr.  Day,  a  New  York  City  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  was  invited 


by  the  United  Church  of  Christ 
in  the  Philippines  to  join  a  60- 
member  fact-finding  group  on 
the  island  of  Negros  in  May. 

The  ecumenical  group,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Hernani  Barrios — 
chief  state  prosecutor  of  the 
country’s  justice  department — 
helped  Mr.  Barrios  compile 
enough  evidence  to  file  at  least 
24  criminal  cases  against  the 
Philippine  Constabulary,  a  part 
of  the  army,  and  paramilitary 
members.  The  cases,  in  the  prov¬ 
ince  of  Negros  Oriental,  include 
physical  injury,  murder,  theft 
and  arson. 

The  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  said  the  island  of  Negros — 
310  miles  south  of  Manila — has 
changed  since  he  attended  col¬ 
lege  there  from  1967-69.  Now 
the  island  is  a  test  spot  for  the 
battle  against  insurgents,  result¬ 
ing  in  more  human-rights  abuses 
and  refugee  camps  plagued  by 
hunger  and  disease,  he  said. 

“Not  all  victims  of  war  die  of 
gunshot  wounds,”  he  said  about 
his  experience. 


SIPAYLAY,  Philippines — In  a  cramped  area  on  the  island  of  Negros,  the  Philippines,  it  is  re¬ 
ported  that  at  least  14,649  refugees  live  without  adequate  food,  clothing,  sanitation  facilities 
and  health  care.  Many  children  like  this  one  are  dying  because  the  town  has  only  one  doctor. 


Funds  help  Hispanic  women  perfect  catering  skills 


REPORTER  STAFE  PHOTO  BY  |OHN  A.  EOVELACE 

EL  PASO,  Texas —  Diana  Crespin  (left)  and  Norma  Simmons 
serve  a  Mexican  lunch  to  two  members  of  a  church-newsletter 
workshop  group  at  Western  Hills  United  Methodist  in  El  Paso. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Ophelia  Guzman  of  Dallas 
starts  at  least  one  Saturday  a 
month  by  cooking  40  pounds  of 
chicken  at  the  United  Methodist- 
related  Wesley  Rankin  Commu¬ 
nity  Center. 

Seven  hours  later,  she  proudly 
serves  chicken  mole  with  rice  to 
100  hungry  United  Methodists 
attending  a  church  reception  or 
banquet. 

Ms.  Guzman  is  one  of  nearly 
50  women  in  the  Hispanic  Wom¬ 
en’s  Catering  Project  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
It's  a  regional  mission  project 
supported  by  the  Advance — the 
denomination’s  second-mile  giv¬ 
ing  program. 

With  grants  from  the  mission 
board’s  National  Division,  five 
church-related  community  cen¬ 
ters  in  Texas  and  one  in  Califor- 


Partnership 
In  Missions 


-CHANCE  /Vo  gift  too  small 


nia  have  started  a  new  ministry 
to  train  low-income  Hispanic 
women  to  operate  small  catering 
business  in  the  Southwest  border 
region. 

The  six  centers  are: 

Good  Neighbor  Settlement 
House  in  Brownsville,  Texas; 

Holding  Community  Institute 
in  Laredo,  Texas; 

Houchen  Community  Center  in 
El  Paso,  Texas; 

Wesley  Community  Center  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas; 

Wesley  Rankin  Community 
Center  in  Dallas; 

Neighborhood  House  in  Calex¬ 
ico,  Calif. 

At  Wesley  Rankin,  five  to  sev¬ 
en  women  prepare  the  meals  for 


each  catering  job.  Mrs.  Guzman 
is  the  head  cook,  and  Bertha 
Thomas  keeps  the  books  and 
purchases  catering  materials. 

Ms.  Thomas  said  the  program 
is  important  to  the  women  at  the 
center,  because  the  money  they 
earn  helps  them  support  their 
families.  The  rest  of  the  proceeds 
support  Wesley  Rankin's  out¬ 
reach  programs  for  women,  such 
as  sewing  classes  and  nutrition 
classes. 

At  Houchen  Community  Cen¬ 
ter  in  El  Paso,  the  program  is 
only  eight  months  old.  But  exec¬ 
utive  director  Tom  Houghteling 
says  the  catering  project  has  be¬ 
come  so  successful  that  the  wom¬ 
en  have  bookings  for  at  least  four 
catering  jobs  a  month. 

Gifts  to  support  the  “Hispanic 
Women's  Catering  Project”  can 
be  made  via  any  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  and  designated  for 
Advance  No.  982380. 


New  bishop  says  sanctions  'bite' 


By  DENISE  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

“It’s  important  for  United 
Methodists  in  this  country  to 
know  that  the  economic  sanc¬ 
tions  are  definitely  biting  the 
South  African  economy — but  in 
a  bad  way.” 

That’s  the  assessment  of 
Bishop-elect  Norman  S.  Hud¬ 
son,  who  was  elected  bishop  of 
the  Natal  Coastal  District  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern 
Africa  on  June  3. 

Bishop  Hudson  was  in  the 
U.S.  attending  the  ordination  of 
his  son,  the  Rev.  Roger  D.  Hud¬ 
son,  in  the  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference  last  week. 

Eleven  years  ago,  Bishop 
Hudson  was  ordained  in  that 
same  conference.  The  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  graduate 
served  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Dallas  three  years, 
then,  in  1981,  returned  to  his 
homeland  to  become  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church  in 


downtown  Durban. 

Bishop  Hudson  was  pastor  of 
the  400-member  congregation — 
known  to  South  Africans  as 
"Central  Church” — until  his 
election  as  bishop. 

“I  can  understand  that,  in  the 
black  point  of  view,  sanctions 
are  a  non-violent  method  that 
can  bring  about  change,”  the 
bishop  continued.  "But  I  wish 
that  those  companies  that  are 
pulling  out  had  used  their  mon¬ 
ey  power  more  effectively  while 
they  were  there.” 

Bishop  Hudson  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  he  is  especially  worried  be¬ 
cause  firms  pulling  out  are  being 
bought  by  South  Africans.  These 
new  owners  may  do  more  harm 
than  the  previous  ones,  he  said. 

Bishop  Hudson  said  the  city 
he  will  serve  as  Methodist  lead¬ 
er  has  the  country’s  biggest  port 
and  a  population  of  2.5  million. 

“That  doesn’t  include  at  least 
a  million  people  living  in  little 
cardboard  shacks  around  the 
city,”  he  said.  “That  makes  the 


city  very  dangerous  healthwise, 
because  these  shacks  have  little 
water  and  no  sanitation. 

“Hundreds  of  people  come  in 
from  the  rural  areas  looking  for 
work.  There  is  a  lot  of  unem¬ 
ployment.  It’s  not  uncommon 
to  see  people  all  along  the  road¬ 
side.  setting  up  informal  shops 
on  packing  crates  and  selling 
fruit  to  passersby.” 

The  episcopal  leader  said 
when  he  was  elected  bishop  he 
responded  by  saying  that  Meth¬ 
odists  need  to  continue  to  work 
for  justice,  reconciliation  and 
peace  in  South  Africa.  He  also 
wants  to  expand  throughout  his 
area  some  programs  started  at 
Central  Church  such  as  minis¬ 
tering  to  black  street  children. 

Membership  of  the  Natal  dis¬ 
trict  is  nearly  80,000,  with  80 
ordained  ministers  and  an  esti¬ 
mated  1 60  lay  ministers  spread 
across  an  urban  and  rural  area. 
He  is  scheduled  to  take  office 
Jan.  1,  1990. 


High-level  talks  planned  on  NCC 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Concerned 
that  the  top  executive  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  may 
no  longer  be  able  to  lead,  the  pre¬ 
siding  bishop  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  is  calling  for  a  high-level 
assessment  of  the  situation  by 
top-ranking  church  leaders. 

The  move  by  Bishop  Edmond 
Browning  follows  a  contentious 
mid-May  meeting  of  the  NCC 
Governing  Board  at  which  an 
attempt  to  unseat  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  agency’s  chief  staff  official, 
the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  failed 
only  because  of  a  tie  vote,  leav¬ 
ing  a  deeply  divided  council 
(see  UMR,  May  26). 

The  consultation  called  for  by 
Bishop  Browning  could  provide  a 
forum  for  galvanizing  opinion  on 
the  leadership  of  Dr.  Brouwer. 

The  latter  created  consider¬ 
able  unease  within  NCC  ranks 


United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  Grove,  president  of  the 
denomination’s  ecumenical 
agency — the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns — told  the 
Reporter  that  as  of  June  7  he 
had  not  been  informed  about  the 
consultation  proposed  by  Epis¬ 
copal  Bishop  Browning.  Bishop 
Grove,  who  heads  the  church’s 
West  Virginia  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  is  also  a  member  of  the 
NCC  Governing  Board. 


when  he  delivered  a  blistering 
22-page  speech  at  the  May  gath¬ 
ering  accusing  critics  of  “char¬ 
acter  assassination”  and  “veiled 
maneuvering.” 

The  Rev.  William  A.  Nor- 
gren,  ecumenical  relations  offi¬ 
cer  at  Episcopal  Church 
headquarters  in  New  York,  said 
June  1  that  Bishop  Browning 
decided  he  and  other  leaders  of 


NCC-member  denominations 
should  consult  with  one  another 
because  divisions  over  leader¬ 
ship  could  prevent  the  council 
from  doing  its  work. 

The  leadership  question  is  par¬ 
ticularly  acute,  Mr.  Norgren  said, 
because  the  Governing  Board  at 
its  May  meeting  approved  a  ma¬ 
jor  plan  for  reorganizing  the  fi¬ 
nancially  and  politically 
beleaguered  agency  and  needs  a 
strong  leader  to  guide  it  through 
the  transition  period. 

Under  the  NCC  Constitution, 
only  the  Governing  Board  can 
remove  the  general  secretary 
from  office,  and  the  Governing 
Board  is  not  scheduled  to  meet 
again  until  the  fall. 

The  NCC  includes  32  mem¬ 
ber  denominations,  including 
some  of  the  smallest  denomina¬ 
tions  in  the  country,  but  draws 
its  primary  support  from  the 
historic  “mainline”  denomina¬ 
tions. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $  10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR/Youth 
Director  for  1000-member  First  UMC,  Ft. 
Pierce.  Florida.  Send  resume  to:  Frank  Harber, 
3240  Hatcher  Rd..  Ft.  Pierce.  FL  34982. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  EDITOR,  Chil¬ 
dren's  Publications.  Seeking  individual  with 
graduate  level  training  in  Christian  education, 
theology,  and  Bible  or  comparable  experience; 
knowledge  of  The  United  Methodist  Church; 
experience  in  local  church  education;  and 
knowledge  of  educational  theory,  publishing 
and  journalism.  Send  resume  to:  Employment 
Office.  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  201  Eighth  Avenue,  South.  Nashville, 
TN  37202.  An  affirmative  action/equal  oppor¬ 
tunity  employer.  M/F/H/V. 

COORDINATOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS 
and  Public  Relations.  Baltimore  Conference. 
Full-time  position  responsible  for  administra¬ 
tive  and  technical  oversight  of  Conference  news¬ 
paper.  communications,  public  relations  and 
promotion.  Send  resume  and  inquiries  to:  Coun¬ 
cil  Director,  5124  Greenwich  Avenue,  Balti¬ 
more.  MD  21229.  Application  deadline:  July  7, 
1989. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  LARGE  CAMPUS 
church  with  multiple  staff.  Resumes  and  inqui- 
ries  to:  Phil  Fenn,  Senior  Minister,  McFarlin 
UMC.  Box  2190,  Norman,  OK  73070,  (405) 
321-3484. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed 
full-time  for  2400-member  church.  Positon  to  be 
filled  by  mid-August.  Requirements  include: 
United  Methodist  background,  four  year  degree, 
a  minimum  of  six  years  experience  (volunteer 
and  paid)  with  some  experience  in  a  church  of 
over  1.000  members.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  Resumes  to  include  a  statement  of 
faith  and  calling.  Resumes  to:  Mrs.  Cindy  Sisco, 
Lake  Magdalene  United  Methodist  Church, 
2902  Fletcher  Avenue,  West,  Tampa,  FL  33618. 

EXPERIENCED  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF 
Music  wanted  immediately.  2800-member 
downtown  United  Methodist  church.  Current 
programs  include  over  200  persons  in  adult, 
youth,  children’s  vocal  choirs,  handbell  choirs 
and  a  chamber  orchestra.  Salary  range  $25,000 
to  $30,000  commensurate  with  training  and  ex¬ 
perience,  plus  other  benefits.  Send  resume  to: 
First-Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chatta¬ 
nooga.  TN  37401 . 

UNIQUE  SONG  BOOK,  "JOYFUL  NOISE  ", 
192  pages,  over  200  songs  for  all  church  events- 
children,  youth,  adults,  senior  citizens,  camps, 
rallies,  containing  songs  all  the  way  from  "Beans 

In  Your  Ears"  and  "Peanut  Butter"  to  "Help 
Somebody  Today,”  “Amazing  Grace,"  "Church 
in  Wildwood,"  “Bind  Us  Together,"  "Victory  in 
Jesus."  "This  Is  The  Day,"  “Johnny  Appleseed 
Grace.”  Wonderful  variety,  including  scripture 
songs.  Introductory  to  August  15:  2  regular  bind¬ 
ing.  $5.00  postpaid;  2  spiral  binding,  $6.50  post¬ 
paid.  Quantity  rates  on  request.  Published  by 
World  Around  Songs,  Burnsville,  NC.  Order 
special  from  compiler  Larry  Eisenberg,  1218  S. 
Winston,  Tulsa,  OK  74112.  Ready  late  June. 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM-  FULL-TIME 
for  large,  3200-member  downtown  church.  Send 
resume  and  references  to:  Senior  Minister,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  142  E.  Jackson  St., 
Orlando,  FL  32801. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education  and  Youth.  First  United  Methodist 
Church  with  1175  members  in  city  of  18,000. 
Prefer  master's  of  Christian  education,  but  will 
consider  bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent  in  expe¬ 
rience.  We  are  looking  for  just  the  right  person. 
Salary  negotiable  in  regard  to  education  and/or 
experience.  Multi-staff  environment.  Send  re¬ 
sume/inquiries  to:  Dr.  Steve  McElroy,  Box  527, 
Hereford,  TX  79045.  (806)  364-0770. 

FOR  SALE:  KROY  290  LETTERING  machine 
and  25  discs  type  styles  and  fonts.  Excellent  con¬ 
dition.  $1400  obo.  Contact:  First  United  Meth- 
odist  Church,  1008  Eleventh  Street,  Santa  Moni¬ 
ca,  CA  90403.(213)  393-8258. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Imme¬ 
diate  opening  in  a  1500  and  growing  church  in 
central  Florida.  A  full-time  position  with  full 
graded  choirs  and  handbells.  Experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  references  required  and  salary/benefit 
package  negotiable.  Job  description  available. 
For  application  write:  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  669,  Kis¬ 
simmee,  FL  32742-0669. 

NEW  YORK  BASED  PUBLISHING  company 
will  publish  your  book  free  if  you  can  sell  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  1  500  copies.  Welstar  Publications  (2 1 2) 
928-7528. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church. 
Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians' 
National  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36, 
Huntington.  WV  25706-0036.  | 

OPENING  FOR  DIRECTOR  OF  licensed  day 
care/kindergarten  in  southwest  Fort  Worth 
church.  Call  (817)  731-0701.  Send  resume  to: 
Director.  Box  33 1 509,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76 1 63. 

ENGLAND  TOUR,  SEPTEMBER  20-  October 

3.  Includes:  Lake  District;  Edinburgh,  Scotland; 
Yorkshire  Dales;  York  Minster;  Shakespeare 
area:  Warwick  Castle;  Oxford  and  London. 
Royce  Hardaway  Tours.  P.O.  Box  551224,  Dal¬ 
las.  TX  75355.  (214)  348-8723  (collect  calls 
accepted). 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT  AT  LAKE  Juna- 
luska  near  auditorium.  Five  rooms  with  two 
bedrooms.  Limit  of  four.  Furnished  except  for 
linens.  $150  per  week.  Contact  Allen  E.  Long, 
145  Johnson  Avenue,  Inman,  SC  29349,  or  call 
(803)472-8100.  } 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo- 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun.  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067,  627-9507. 

EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  WITH  PRIMARY 
emphasis  on  children  and  youth  ministries.  500- 
member  church.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Steven 
W.  Caraway,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Winnfield,  LA  71483. 

CAMPUS  PASTOR/ASSOCIATE  MINISTER. 
Prefer  United  Methodist  clergy,  Christian  edu¬ 
cator.  or  diaconal  with  ability  to  work  ecumeni¬ 
cally  at  Washburn  University  and  University 
UMC.  Total  compensation  package:  $25,000- 
29,800.  Resume  by  July  10:  Reverend  Jim  Fre¬ 
drickson.  1621  College,  Topeka,  KS  66604. 
EOE 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reason¬ 
able  rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 09  (4 1 5)  673-6768. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at 
First  Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway 
&  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes: 
9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1 :00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  to 
have  responsibility  for  growing  Sunday  School; 
oversight  of  all  educational  ministries;  develop¬ 
ment  of  adult  education.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  1630  Hinman  Ave.,  Evanston,  IL 
60201 .  Dr.  Emery  Percell,  senior  pastor. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 

Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
or  more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming.  $8  tickets.  New  grilled  bur¬ 
ger  cookout,  and  breakfast.  All  for  $23  each!  Call 
(501)  253-8418  today! 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WITH  SKILLS  IN  dircc- 
loring  children's  and  youth  choirs.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Would  consider  full-time  or  part-time. 
Send  resume  to:  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church.  5995-9th  St. .South,  St.  Petersburg,  FL 
.33705. 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  AND  Church 

Growth  needed  for  medium  sized  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Experience  and  ordination  pre¬ 
ferred.  but  not  required.  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences  to:  Rev.  Farquharson,  2817  Sunset  Point 
Road.  Clearwater,  FL  346 1 9. 

Bishop  Oden  leads  the  Service  of  Holy  Communion  with  the  Elders 


The  laity  report  was  given  by  many  different  persons.  Shown  at  the 
podium  is  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth. 


The  Daughenbaugh/Matheny  Scholarship  was  given  to  Carolyn 
Humphreys  of  Centenary  College.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Humphreys  of  Hammond. 


Boyd  Baun  presents  Bishop  Oden  with  a  Louisiana  Conference 
Methodist  Men's  cap. 
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Delegates  were  constantly  reminded  of  the  denominational  theme 
by  the  large  banner  that  hung  over  the  stage. 


Scenes  from  Annual  Conference 


This  procession  led  by  the  Liturgical  Dance  Choirs  of  Aldersgate 
Church,  Slidell,  and  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  marked  the 
opening  of  the  Annual  Conference  with  the  Service  of  Commemo¬ 
ration  and  Holy  Communion. 


Those  retiring  during  the  19th  Session  of  the  Annual  Conference 
were:  I.  to  r.,  James  Adams,  Art  Bakery  Melvin  Cergers,  Ed  Henkel, 
Dave  Corley,  and  Henry  Pickett.  Not  included  in  the  picture  but 
retired  was  Ed  Pickens. 


Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  representing  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  presents  a  check  to  Bishop  Oden  as  Louisiana's  share  of  the 
Publishing  House's  profits.  This  money  goes  to  the  pension  program 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Sunday  School  awards  were  presented  to  Gretna  Church,  Bayou  Scie 
Church,  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston.  This  award  is  made  annually 
to  a  medium,  small,  and  large  size  church. 


Bishop  Oden  conducts  the  business  of  the  Conference  with  Chan¬ 
cellor  James  Wesley  Bean  assisting  him. 


Conference  delegates  are  shown  singing  hymns  from  the  new  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Hymnal. 


Reflections  on 
Annual  Conference 


Editor's  Note:  For  the  next  few 
months  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
various  Conference  officials  to 
write  this  column  that  is  usually 
reserved  for  the  Bishop. 

The  Nineteenth  Session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
welcomed  with  open  arms  the 
presence  of  a  new  episcopal  lead- 
er.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden. 
During  the  first  nine  months  that 
he  has  guided  this  Conference, 


ization  was  established  for  one 
year. 

7.  The  Conference  passed  res¬ 
olutions  dealing  with  environ 
mental  justice,  prison  ministries/ 
political  and  human  rights,  solid 
waste,  arms  reduction,  semiauto¬ 
matic  assault  weapons,  and 
unanimously  approved  a  resolu¬ 
tion  opposing  a  state  lottery  and 
casino  gambling. 

8.  The  realignment  of  the  Ba- 


Bishop  Oden  has  gained  muchjce-  l  ton  Rouge-Hammond  and  Baton 
spect  and  appreciation  from  clergy  " 
and  laity  alike  for  his  dynamic 
leadership. 

As  one  reflects  back  over  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  Conference,  these 
are  some  of  the  events  which  high¬ 
lighted  those  four  days: 

1.  The  Conference  ordained 
five  deacons  and  ten  elders  and 
consecrated  one  Piaconal  Minis¬ 
ter,  and  at  the  same  time  saw 
seven  retirees  honored  with  service 
totaling  198  years  of  ministry. 

2.  The  annuity  rate  was  raised 
from  $245  to  $255  per  service 
year  without  any  apportionment 
increase  to  the  local  churches. 

3.  The  importance  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  was  celebrated  by 
presenting  Certificates  of  Award 
to  25  churches  for  their  outstand¬ 
ing  accomplishments  in  the  area 
of  Christian  Education. 

4.  The  Conference  heard  a  re¬ 
port  from  CrossLines  Ministry 
upon  completion  of  its  first  year 
of  service.  This  program  of  out¬ 
reach  ministry  to  families  in  pov¬ 
erty  throughout  the  state  has 
proven  to  be  very  effective  and 
important  as  the  church  chal¬ 
lenges  its  members  to  move  for¬ 
ward  with  long-term  solutions  to 
the  complex  problems  of  the 
poor  in  our  midst.  This  ministry 
is  committed  to  the  support  of 
churches  in  the  Conference  as 
they  struggle  with  the  problems 
and  the  solutions  of  serving  those 
in  need. 

5.  A  report  was  presented 
from  the  Committee  on  Church 
Extension  and  Revitalization  as 
it  sought  to  present  a  process 
for  the  establishment  and  site  se¬ 
lection  of  new  congregations 
within  the  Conference. 

6.  A  new  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  staff  person  in  the  field  of 
Church  Extension  and  Revital- 


Rouge-Lafayette  Districts  into 
one  Baton  Rouge  District  and 
the  New  Orleans-Houma  and 
New  Orleans-Slidell  Districts 
into  one  New  Orleans  District 
was  established.  This  will  have 
the  effect  of  unifying  the  metro 
areas  and  strengthening  their 
mission  in  the  urban  sectors.  In 
addition  to  the  Baton  Rouge  and 
New  Orleans  Districts,  the  Aca- 
diana  District  and  the  North 
Shore  District  were  brought  into 
being. 

9.  Reported  that  church 
membership  stood  at  134,881, 
down  1,733. 

10.  Each  day  delegates  partici¬ 
pated  in  The  Bible  Hour  led  by 
Dr.  Kenneth  E.  Bailey  of  the  Ec¬ 
umenical  Institute  for  Theologi¬ 
cal  Research  in  Jerusalem,  Israel. 

1 1 .  Outstanding  experiences  of 
worship  included  the  opening 
service  of  Memorial  and  Holy 
Communion  —  the  delightful 
“Cotton  Patch  Gospel”  musical 
—  the  traditional  Ordination 
Service  —  and  a  “preview  of  the 
new  United  Methodist  Hymnal.” 

As  Annual  Conference  came  to 
a  close  with  the  reading  of  the  ap- 
pointments  by  Bishop  Oden, 
there  was  an  air  of  excitement 
and  joy  as  the  ministers  received 
their  assignments  for  another  year. 

As  the  Sending  Forth  Service 
concluded,  the  words  of  the  closing 
hymn  seemed  to  pronounce  a  bene¬ 
diction  upon  those  in  attendance: 
Shalom  to  you  now,  shalom, 
my  friends. 

May  God’s  full  mercies 

bless  you,  my  friends.  x 
In  all  your  living  and 
through  your  loving, 

Christ  be  your  shalom, 

Christ  be  your  shalom. 

Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Conference  Secretary 


Bishop  Oden  receives  the  Crosier  from  Dr.  Bonner  E.  Teeter,  a  col- 
league  in  ministry  from  the  Oklahoma  Conference.  The  Crosier 
is  a  symbol  of  the  Bishop's  calling  and  responsibility  to  be  a  shep¬ 
herd  of  the  household  of  faith.  Shown  looking  on  with  much  delight 
is  Mrs.  Marilyn  Oden. 


The  men's  chorus  is  shown  singing  during  the  laity's  hour  presentation. 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith  forum 


JUNE  23,  1989 


Editorials 

Write  your  own  vows? 


Some  couples  planning  to  wed  will  turn  to  books  such  as  a  recently 
published  one  that  suggests  ways  to  "tailor"  marriage  vows  to  a 
couple's  "own  personality  and  feelings."  Such  an  inward-focused 
approach  to  the  wedding  ceremony  pays  little  attention  to  mar¬ 
riage's  spiritual  dimension. 


My  Witnpcc 

Daughter's  China  exodus 
tests/  reconfirms  my  faith 


A  publicity  flier  from  a  Colorado 
book  publisher  recently  caught  our 
eye — and  raised  our  eyebrows. 

“New  book  offers  beautiful  inspi¬ 
rations  for  writing  your  own  wed¬ 
ding  vows,”  the  flier  announced. 

It  described  the  book  by  Peg  Keh- 
ret — “Wedding  Vows”  (Meriwether 
Publishing  Ltd.,  Colorado  Springs, 
Colo.) — as  “a  valuable  resource  to 
personalizing  your  wedding  vows.” 

Couples  can  use  the  book  to  “tai¬ 
lor"  their  wedding  vows  “to  their  own 
personality  and  feelings,”  the  flier 
stated.  Thus,  it  added,  a  couple’s  wed¬ 
ding  can  be  a  “very  personal  expres¬ 
sion  of  their  love  for  each  other.” 

Missing  was  any  mention  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  how  marriage’s  spiritual 
dimension  can  be  integrated  with 
the  wedding  ceremony.  The  pub¬ 
lisher  confirmed  that  the  book  is 
basically  silent  on  this  point. 

Such  silence  is  regrettable  but  not 
surprising.  Combined  with  the 
book’s  do-it-yourself  approach  to 
the  wedding  ceremony,  that  silence 
speaks  volumes  about  common  so¬ 
cietal  attitudes  toward  marriage. 

Those  attitudes  include  the  false 
assumption  that  marriage  is  a  pri¬ 
vate  matter  and  that  marriages 
must  sink  or  swim  apart  from  any 
ties  to  others,  including  God. 


Callers  from  across  the  country 
responded  to  our  June  2  FaithLine 
question  about  signs  of  disunity 
within  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  Here’s  a  sampling  of 
their  responses: 

William  Browning,  Kankakee, 
III.:  I  think  that  disunity  is  simply 
another  sign  that  this  is  an  outmod¬ 
ed,  outgrown  organization.  It’s  a  di¬ 
nosaur  from  the  1950s.  It  needs  to 
be  replaced  by  something  that 
makes  sense  in  the  20th  century. 

Walt  Woelper,  El  Paso,  Texas:  If 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  is 
supposed  to  be  leading  us,  it  hasn’t 


That  contrasts  starkly  with  Chris¬ 
tianity’s  claim  that  marriage  is  “of 
God" — a  public  act  of  holy  commit¬ 
ment  that  two  people  make  to  the  di¬ 
vine  Other  as  well  as  to  each  other. 

Christianity’s  dual  focus  in  this  re¬ 
gard  is  a  reminder  that  sound  mar¬ 
riages  aren’t  rooted  merely  in 
personal,  often  changeable,  feelings. 

Instead,  traditional  Christian 
vows  emphasize  that  couples  are  ac¬ 
countable,  not  only  to  each  other 
but  to  God  as  a  “third  member”  of 
the  marriage  covenant. 

We  as  Christians  aren’t  rigidly 
bound  to  traditional  wedding-cere¬ 
mony  language.  The  exact  words 
used  in  wedding  vows  aren’t  sacred. 

What  is  sacred  is  the  reality  the 
words  convey:  the  promise  that  two 
people  make  before  God  “to  love 
and  to  cherish”  each  other  with  the 
steadfastness  of  God’s  eternal  love. 

Hence,  “write-your-own”  vows 
may  be  a  valid  option  for  Christian 
couples — IF  such  vows  explicitly  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  spiritual  dimension 
of  the  wedding  promise  and  com¬ 
mit  couples  to  make  their  marriage 
a  witness  to  their  Christian  calling. 

Here  are  some  guidelines  for  cou¬ 
ples  considering  writing  all  or  part 
of  their  wedding  ceremony: 


convinced  anybody.  If  it  is  repre¬ 
senting  us,  it’s  failed  there  again.  I 
think  we’re  due  for  a  change. 

Frank  Alexander,  Denver:  Disuni¬ 
ty  within  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  merely  reflects  the  loss  of 
membership  within  the  mainline 
denominations,  most  of  which  are 
in  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  We  can  change  that  when 
we  can  return  the  Christian  faith  to 
the  realm  of  discipleship. 

Sally  Meyer,  Des  Moines,  Iowa:  I 
see  no  reason  for  keeping  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  alive.  Its 
social-action  pronouncements, 


/  Inform  your  pastor  of  your  in¬ 
tention.  Ask  for  her/his  advice. 

/  Study  and  learn  from  the  con¬ 
tent  of  the  marriage  ceremony  tra¬ 
ditionally  used  by  your  church. 

•f  Seek  out  other  Christians  who 
have  written  their  own  vows  and 


which  so  many  times  are  critical  of 
our  government,  have  caused  it  to 
dig  its  own  grave.  It  certainly  does 
not  speak  for  the  many  conserva¬ 
tive  members  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  I  certainly  don’t  want 
any  of  my  money  to  go  there. 

Bill  Shriver,  Foster,  Ore.:  I  see  the 


learn  from  their  experience. 

•f  Pray  about  your  efforts  and  in¬ 
vite  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

/  Answer  this  question:  How  do 
our  vows  refleci  our  Christian  iden¬ 
tity  and  our  commitment  to  God  as 
a  “third  member”  of  our  marriage? 


Lord’s  hand  in  the  NCC  troubles. 
The  NCC  has  failed,  miserably  I 
think,  in  service  to  the  Lord,  substi¬ 
tuting  instead  a  Marxist  agenda,  lib¬ 
eration  theology  and  anti-West 
rhetoric.  I  think  a  major  step  to¬ 
ward  revitalizing  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  would  be  withdrawal 
from  the  NCC. 


By  JIM  COWELL 

For  five  days  following  the  Beij¬ 
ing  massacre,  my  wife  and  I  didn’t 
hear  from  our  20-year-old  daughter, 
Janet.  She  was  traveling  in  China 
with  a  friend,  Caren. 

The  girls,  students  at  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Pennsylvania,  had  finished  a 
course  at  Nanjing  University.  They 
were  going  to  Tienjin  for  a  few  days 
of  sightseeing  before  returning  to  the 
United  States  when  violence  erupted. 

While  my  wife  was  at  our  home 
in  Nashville,  I  was  attending  the 
Rocky  Mountain  annual  conference 
session  in  Fort  Collins,  Colo. 

As  anxious  hours  and  days  went 
by  with  no  communication,  we  de¬ 
cided  to  explore  all  possible  ave¬ 
nues  of  assistance  from  our  separate 
locations. 

In  Nashville,  all  three  network  TV 
stations  did  a  story  on  our  missing 
daughter.  A  church  member  of  Chi¬ 
nese  descent  offered  to  make  contact 
with  business  associates  in  China. 

The  U.S.  State  Department,  the 
American  Embassy,  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  International  Rela¬ 
tions  Office  and  the  Council  on  In¬ 
ternational  Educational  Exchange 
began  efforts  to  locate  the  girls. 

During  this  time  my  wife  was  sur¬ 
rounded  by  loving  concern  from 
parents  and  teachers  at  the  school 
where  she  teaches.  Phone  calls  and 
notes  came  from  friends  and  other 
students  from  across  the  country. 

In  Colorado,  the  Rev.  Richard 
Phillips,  a  member  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  and  dean  of 
the  chapel,  Syracuse  University,  of¬ 
fered  invaluable  assistance.  Because 
of  his  international  involvement  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Lockerbie,  Scotland, 
plane  crash  last  year,  he  could  iden¬ 
tify  with  my  concern. 

His  office  provided  information 
on  contacts  at  Tienjin  and  numbers 
in  Nanjing  to  which  pictures  of  the 
girls  could  be  sent  electronically.  He 
provided  the  direct  number  to  cable 
a  person  in  the  United  Nations  who 
was  related  to  China. 

Prayer  was  requested  for  our 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life .  The  Rev. 

Jim  Cowell  is  a  staff 
member  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  Section  on 
Evangelism  in  Nash¬ 
ville  and  a  clergy  member  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275.  I 


daughter  in  the  annual  conference  ses¬ 
sion,  and  a  group  of  ministers  drew 
me  aside  to  link  hands  and  offer 
prayer  and  provide  support  for  me. 
Numerous  people  expressed  heartfelt 
concern  for  our  daughter’s  safety. 

At  1 1  a.m.  June  8,  our  daughter 
telephoned  from  Xian,  China.  The 
girls  were  safe. 

They  had  tried  for  five  days  to  tele¬ 
phone  with  no  success.  When  they 
reached  Tienjin,  the  situation  seemed 
tense.  Not  knowing  the  extent  of  vio¬ 
lence,  they  were  afraid  to  return  to 
Nanjing  along  the  same  route. 

Thus  they  traveled  to  Xian  and 
checked  into  an  international  hotel. 
They  flew  to  Nanjing  June  9  to  collect 
all  of  their  possessions,  and  at  1  a.m. 
June  12  they  arrived  in  Hong  Kong 
The  crackdown  on  students  and  dissi¬ 
dents  had  already  begun  in  China. 

Those  days  between  the  Beijing 
massacre  and  our  daughter’s  exodus 
from  China  have  been  the  most 
anxious  days  of  our  lives. 

The  outpouring  of  concern,  much 
of  it  from  Christian  friends  across 
the  country,  has  been  overwhelming 
and  a  reminder  of  the  true  nature  of 
Christian  fellowship  and  love. 

All  of  the  efforts  to  locate  our 
daughter  forcefully  remind  me  of  a 
Seeking  God  who  desires  all  human¬ 
ity  to  be  brought  home  spiritually.  • 

In  light  of  the  horrible  loss  of  in¬ 
nocent  lives  in  China,  I  affirm  be¬ 
lief  in  a  just  God  who  will 
ultimately  make  all  things  right.  I 
refuse  to  believe  that  the  unarmed 
students  and  citizens  in  China  seek¬ 
ing  a  better  world  have  died  in  vain. 


Know  your  Bible ? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

I  remember  missions  board  cost-cutting  efforts 


FaithLine  — 

Readers  air  views  about  disunity  within  NCC 


Do  you  believe  couples  planning  to  wed  should  be  encouraged  to  write 
their  own  marriage  vows?  Or  should  they  use  the  familiar  words  of  tradi¬ 
tional  Christian  wedding  ceremonies?  Tell  us  your  views  by  recording  a 
30-second  message  (maximum)  on  our  FaithLine  answering  machine. 

Call  (214)  630-6499  by  June  28. 


Recent  letters  regarding  the 
amount  of  money  it  takes  to  hold 
meetings  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  stirred  memories 
of  my  experiences  during  the  eight 
years  I  was  a  director  of  that  board 
(see  UMR,  May  26). 

1  remembered  that  in  my  first 
year  on  the  board,  we  decided  to  ro¬ 
tate  its  meetings  among  the  differ¬ 
ent  jurisdictions  so  that  people  in 
the  various  areas  of  the  country 
could  have  contacts  with  the  board. 
This  idea  had  to  be  canceled  be¬ 
cause  it  was  too  expensive. 

I  remembered  our  studies  that  de¬ 
termined  where  meetings  could  be 
held  with  the  least  expense. 

I  remembered  from  my  travel  ex¬ 
perience  that  rates  in  and  out  of  dif¬ 
ferent  airports  vary  greatly  and  that 
New  York’s  are  among  the  best. 

I  remembered  that  in  addition  to 
members  of  the  board,  staff  mem- 


ecv  Pontius'  Puddle 


bers  are  involved  in  the  meetings. 
That  means  New  York  meetings  cut 
out  large  travel  expenses  for  staff 
members  and  the  cost  of  shipping 
materials  to  and  from  other  parts  of 
the  country. 

The  nine  regional  staff  people  of 


the  Women’s  Division  stay  at  a  di¬ 
vision-owned  guest  house  in  New 
York  and  thus  avoid  hotel  bills. 

I  remembered  board  members 
could  have  enjoyed  going  to  other 
cities  for  meetings  but  continued  to 
do  what  our  analyses  showed  would 


What  others  are  saying, 


“The  church  is  most  faithful 
when  it  lives  out  of  the  future  and 
not  out  of  the  past.  And  by  ‘future,’ 
1  mean  the  kingdom  of  God.” 

—The  Rev.  Justo  Gonzalez,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  professor.  Interde¬ 
nominational  Theological  Center 


“We  weep  over  sexy  soap  operas 
and  sentimental  movies,  but  who 


weeps  today  over  lost  souls?  ...  Je¬ 
sus  wept.  If  Jesus  could  come  into 
the  world  and  weep  over  souls  who 
are  lost,  can’t  we?” 

— The  Rev.  Jerry  Vines,  presi¬ 
dent,  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


“I  believe  most  United  Method¬ 
ists  perceive  themselves  as  loyal,  re¬ 
sponsible  citizens.  There  is 
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SO  NOAM  MORNlNCr 

represent  stewardship. 

Finally,  I  remembered  how  easy 
it  is  to  jump  to  a  conclusion  and  run 
with  it  when  we  lack  the  facts. 

Mary  May 
Winnsboro,  Texas 


Column  desecrates  psalm 

I’m  writing  to  express  my  indigna¬ 
tion  at  the  sacrilegious  parody  of 
Psalm  23  in  “My  Witness”  of  June  2. 

That  psalm,  as  presented  in  the 
King  James  Version,  is  perhaps  the 
most  beautiful  sacred  passage  in  the 
English  language. 

I  regret  that  the  author  chose  to 
desecrate  this  particularly  hallowed 
segment  of  the  Bible  in  his  misdi¬ 
rected  attempt  at  humor  in  a  “col¬ 
umn  through  which  Reporter 
readers  may  share  meaningful  expe¬ 
riences  of  the  Christian  life.” 

R.C.  Burns 

Litchfield  Park,  Arizona 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“ Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Will  man  rob  God?  Yet  you  are 
robbing  me.  But  you  say,  ‘How  are 
we  robbing  thee?’  In  your  tithes  and 
offerings.” 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Habakkuk  1:2) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  25 

Monday:  Psalms  43 
Tuesday:  1  Kings  19:1-8 
Wednesday:  1  Kings  19:9-14 
Thursday:  Luke  9: 10-1 7 
Friday:  Luke  9: 1 8-24 
Saturday:  Galatians  3: 1 9-22 
Sunday:  Galatians  3:23-29 


evidence  that  some  leaders  in  the 
denomination  and  its  national 
agencies  perceive  the  United  States 
as  a  major  source  of  the  world’s  ills. 
How  this  issue  is  resolved  will  to  a 
significant  degree  determine  the 
role  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  play  in  American  soci¬ 
ety  in  the  period  ahead.” 

— The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Wilson, 
professor,  Duke  Divinity  School 


CONVERSATIONAL  SPANISH  LANGUAGE 
PROGRAM 
July  17-28,  1989 
*$799.00 


Center  For  Cross-Cultural 
Educational  Ministries. 


EVENT:  Consistent  with  the  Church's  increasing  service  to  Hispanic  populations  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Latin  America  is  the  need  for  cultural  and  linguistic  preparedness  of  her  clergy  and  lay 
people.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  pleased  to  announce  a  special  two-week  summer  seminar  which 
will  provide  those  who  are  involved  in  expanding  the  Church's  Hispanic  ministry  with  the  basic  Span¬ 
ish  conversational  and  cultural  knowledge  necessary  to  work  effectively  within  these  communities. 
Participants  will  be  lay  and  clergy  church  leadership  from  churches  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  Western  Jurisdiction  including:  vol¬ 
unteers  in  mission;  leaders,  domestic  and  international;  pastors;  community  ministry  professionals;  and  lay  persons.  These  participants 
must  be  able  to  participate  fully  from  8:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  for  the  two  week  period. 

Language:  The  program  will  include  50  hours  of  classroom  Spanish  language  instruction.  The  students  will  spend  most  of  their 
time  speaking  In  and  not  about  Spanish,  thus  giving  them  the  opportunity  to  use  Spanish  in  communication  rather  than  in  trans¬ 
lation.  The  course  content  will  equip  students  to  function  in  practical  and  ministry-related  situations  and  include  relevant 
vocabulary. 

Cultural  Awareness:  A  candid  "nuts  and  bolts"  training  session  will  be  held  to  help  participants  better  understand  the  value  system  and 
ways  of  their  Hispanic  counterparts. 

Tours:  Participants  will  visit  cultural  and  ministry  settings  in  0  Paso  and  Juarez,  such  as  museums,  missions,  churches,  and  historical 
monuments. 

Excursions:  A  trip  to  Chihuahua  City,  Mexico,  250  miles  south  of  El  Paso,  will  be  planned  during  the  weekend  of  July  21-23,  1989.  Tour 
the  city,  visit  museums,  Methodist  Church  projects  and  worship  at  one  of  the  Methodist  Churches.  Price  includes  hotel,  transportation  and 
all  meals. 

For  more  information  contact:  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  P.O.  Box  11,  El  Paso,  TX  79940.  (915) 
533-8286. 

•Cost  indudes  registration,  course  and  workshops,  excursions,  hotel,  transportation  and  noon  meals. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


MEDICS  ABSORBED:  Zimbabwe  is 
expected  to  absorb  Christian  medical  personnel 
into  its  civil-service  ranks.  That  action  comes 
after  six  years  of  negotiation  between  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  nation’s  church-related  hospi¬ 
tals.  Three  hospitals  are  United  Methodist. 
Sources  say  church  hospital  employees  have 
been  poorly  compensated,  get  no  overtime  pay, 
aren’t  covered  by  a  pension  plan  and  don’t  get 
bonuses  given  to  government  hospital  employ¬ 
ees.  Zimbabwe  is  said  to  be  acutely  short  of 
qualified  medical  personnel. 

FIFTY-FIFTY:  Embattled  National 
Council  of  Churches  head  Arie  Brouwer  said  re¬ 
cently  there  may  well  be 
more  than  a  50-50  reason 
for  leaving  his  position.  At 
a  tumultuous  May  meeting 
of  the  ecumenical  agency’s 
governing  board,  he  almost 
lost  his  job.  Dr.  Brouwer 
told  the  governing  body  of 
his  Reformed  Church  in 
America  that  his  job  is  still  Arie  Brouwer 
on  the  line.  He  said  that  when  there  is  a  50-50 
chance  of  losing  one’s  job,  there  may  well  be 
more  than  a  50-50  reason  for  leaving. 

HOW  TO  FARM:  Farmers,  environ¬ 
mentalists.  academics,  rural  pastors  and  church 
specialists  on  public  policy  from  three  major 
Protestant  denominations  recently  called  into 
question  the  “viability”  of  conventional  farming. 
The  church  officials  represented  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  and  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  agricultural  experts  and  religious  officials 
urged  farmers  to  adopt  farming  methods  that  are 
“suited  to  local  environments”  and  that  use  less 
energy  and  fewer  chemicals. 


EQUAL  TIME:  The  American  Family 
Association  wants  broadcasters  to  supply  free 
time  for  ads  highlighting  the 
drinking  equal  to  the  time 
they  sell  for  alcohol  ads.  The 
Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  a 
United  Methodist  who 
heads  the  association,  said, 

"If  the  alcohol  industry 
wants  to  present  their  prod¬ 
ucts  as  the  ultimate,  they 
should  also  be  required  to 
show  . .  .  the  suffering,  hurt  Donald  Wildmon 
and  death  caused  by  aicohoU’  He  said  a  similar 
proposal  prompted  broadcasters  to  voluntarily 
drop  commercials  for  cigarettes. 


GERMAN  HONORED:  West  Ger¬ 
man  President  Richard  von  Weizsaecker  was 
honored  by  Christians  and  Jews  in  New  York 
recently  for  promoting  international  and  inter¬ 
faith  reconciliation.  He  was  a  captain  in  the 
German  army  during  World  War  II  but  later  be¬ 
came  the  leader  of  a  Protestant  lay  movement. 


Compiled  from  Staff  and  News  Reports 


Sister  congregation  rescues 
Colorado  church  from  debt 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

HIGHLAND  RANCH, 
Colo— When  a  250-member 
United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  in  an  apparently  affluent 
Denver  suburb  was  pressed 
against  the  wall  by  a  $650,000 
debt,  a  larger  sister  congrega¬ 
tion  came  to  the  rescue. 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Highland  Ranch  got 
help  from  St.  Andrew  United 
Methodist  Church  in  nearby 
Littleton. 

The  1,650  members  of  Sj. 
Andrew  UMC  voted  to  make 
their  congregation  a  “co-bor- 
rower”  on  a  30-year  loan  that 
would  refinance  St.  Luke’s 
debt. 

Bank  satisfied 

Officers  at  United  Bank  of 
South  Glenn  said  last  week 
that  the  guarantees  of  the  two 
congregations  were  good 
enough  for  them. 

"We  got  the  loan!”  said  the 
Rev.  William  P.  Selby,  pastor 
of  the  St.  Luke’s  UMC. 
"We’re  breathing  again.” 

-  It  was  a  close  call. 

For  a  while  this  spring,  it 
looked  like  the  debt  might 
force  St.  Luke’s  UMC  to  close 
its  doors. 

The  debt  is  what’s  left  of  a 
6-year-old,  $1  million  deal  for 
5'/j  acres  of  land  purchased  at 


the  height  of  Denver’s  oil 
boom. 

The  problem  is  that  St. 
Luke’s  UMC,  located  in  what 
looks  like  an  affluent  Denver 
suburb,  isn’t  wealthy. 

The  average  Highland 
Ranch  homeowner  is  32  and 
has  a  family  with  small  chil¬ 
dren.  Those  families  have  lim¬ 
ited  benevolent  funds. 

'Affluent  poor' 

“I  call  the  people  in  this 
area  ’affluent  poor,’  ”  said  Mr. 
Selby.  “They’re  in  an  area  that 
looks  beautiful,  has  all  the 
trappings  of  being  a  great 
place  to  live,  but  their  income 
goes  to  living  expenses. 

“Put  all  that  together,  and 
that  simply  spells  lots  of  debt 
and  limited  income." 

But  the  congregation — 
which  has  grown  from  the  168 
members  in  February  1987 
with  just  20  giving  units  to 
250  members  with  1 10  giving 
units — refused  to  knuckle  un¬ 
der. 

Mr.  Selby  said  church  mem¬ 
bers  pledged  $2,200  a  month 
for  the  30-year  period  of  the 
bank  loan,  and  raised  an  “in¬ 
credible”  $66,000  in  a  cam¬ 
paign  this  spring  to  reduce  the 
outstanding  loan  principle. 

“One  young  family  with 
three  small  kids  said,  ‘This 
church  is  more  important  than 
a  new  van,  so  here’s  the  mon¬ 


ey  we’ve  saved  to  buy  a  van,’  ” 
said  Mr.  Selby. 

The  congregation  also  has 
received  lots  of-outside  help. 

St.  Andrew  UMC  members 
pledged  $2,000  a  month,  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  $1,800  a  month,  and 
individual  conference  mem¬ 
bers  pledged  an  additional 
$700  a  month. 

'Unrealized  projections' 

The  church’s  financial  prob- 
lem  stems  from  unrealized 
projections  for  the  Highland 
Ranch  area,  which  many  ex¬ 
pected  to  grow  more  rapidly. 

Rocky  Mountain  conference 
officials  expected  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  have  between  800 
and  1 ,000  members  by  now. 

The  Rev.  Sam  Day,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  church  district 
containing  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  is 
among  the  congregation’s 
champions.  He  cites  the 
church’s  “strategic”  location 
and  has  been  adamant  that  it 
not  default. 

The  news  that  a  loan  had 
been  approved  wasn’t  the  only 
good  news  for  St.  Luke’s  last 
week. 

The  "Highland  Ranch  Her¬ 
ald”  reported  a  1,400-home 
development  going  in  near  the 
church. 

Rita  Healy,  a  free-lance 
writer  from  Golden,  Colo., 
contributed  to  this  article. 


Southern  New  England  shines 
in  apportionment  turnaround 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

A  beacon  of  hope  is  shining 
for  financially  strapped  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  conferences 
from  the  Southern  New  En¬ 
gland  Annual  Conference. 

Treasurer  Sandra  Kelley 
told  the  Reporter  that  a  bud¬ 
geting  system  adopted  by  that 
conference  about  four  years 
ago  has  helped  local  congrega¬ 
tions  grow  and  has  boosted  the 
conference’s  payments  for  de¬ 
nominational  apportionments 
to  100  percent. 

“Five  years  ago  we  were 
73rd — rock-bottom  in  the  en¬ 


tire  church — in  our  World 
Service  payments,"  Ms.  Kelle\ 
said.  “Now  we’re  paying  100 
percent.” 

Southern  New  England’s  sys¬ 
tem  limits  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  budget  growth  rate  to  an 
amount  based  on  changes — up 
and  down — expected  in  local 
church  budgets,  said  Ms.  Kelley. 

“Our  apportionment  review 
looks  at  a  local  church’s  change 
in  financial  climate,”  Ms.  Kel¬ 
ley  explained.  "It  doesn’t  look 
for  a  decline  but  anticipates 
change,  such  as  a  change  in  the 
culture  or  neighborhood  sur¬ 
rounding  the  church." 


Southern  New  England’s 
turnaround  has  earned  it  a 
starring  role  in  a  new  World 
Service  Fund  interpretation 
videotape  produced  by  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  video  will  highlight 
both  the  budgeting  system  and 
the  local-church  mission  it  has 
fostered,  said  Ms.  Kelley. 

Barbara  Dunlap-Berg  of 
United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  said  the  15-minute 
videotape  should  be  complet¬ 
ed  in  November.  One  free 
copy  will  be  sent  to  each  annu¬ 
al  conference.  Additional 
copies  will  be  for  sale. 


Church  law  on  gay  rights  found  confusing 


What  was  issue  at  one  church ? 

The  congregation  at  Oak  Lawn  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas 
voted  last  week  on  a  petition  seeking  to  give  its  membership  more  say 
in  governing  the  congregation. 

Proponents  contended  the  petition’s  goal  was  to  be  more  inclusive 
of  all  Oak  Lawn’s  members.  Opponents,  however,  clearly  indicated 
their  belief  that  the  petition  was  intended  to  open  church  governing 
to  homosexual  members. 

The  petition  originated  after  an  interpretation  of  church  law  made 
last  fall  by  Oak  Lawn's  senior  pastor,  the  Rev.  Milton  P.  Guttierrez. 

Based  on  Paragraph  254  of  The  Book  of  Discipline,  Mr.  Guttierrez 
decided  that  avowed  homosexual  members  are  ineligible  for  election 
to  the  congregation’s  administrative  board.  The  paragraph  says  board 
members  are  to  be  loyal  to  the  “ethical  standards”  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  set  forth  in  the  denomination's  Social  Principles. 

The  Social  Principles  affirm  homosexual  people  as  “individuals  of 
sacred  worth”  but  “do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality." 
The  Social  Principles  call  that  practice  “incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Inconsistencies  in  church  law  are 
causing  confusion  in  at  least  one 
United  Methodist  congregation 
over  the  rights  of  homosexual  mem¬ 
bers  to  hold  church  offices. 

The  confusion  may  not  be  re¬ 
solved  until  the  issue  goes  to  the  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council,  United  Methodism’s 
“supreme  court.” 

Action  taken  by  one  congregation 
during  a  church  conference  last 
week  may  have  moved  the  issue  one 
step  closer  to  that  possibility. 

Members  of  Oak  Lawn  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  voted 
down  by  a  4-to-l  margin  a  petition 
that  would  have  broadened  partici¬ 
pation  in  its  governance  to  all  mem¬ 
bers.  The  congregation,  according 
to  one  member,  includes  about  80 
homosexual  members. 

The  petition  came  some  months 
after  an  interpretation  of  The  Book 
of  Discipline,  the  collection  of  de¬ 
nominational  laws,  by  the  congrega- 
tion’s  senior  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Milton  P.  Guttierrez. 

Mr.  Guttierrez  said  that,  after 
study  and  consultation  with  church 
officials,  he  decided  that  the  Disci¬ 
pline — in  the  context  of  the  United 


United  Methodist  congregations 
across  the  country  are  dealing  dif¬ 
ferently  with  homosexual  members. 

Thirty-eight  congregations  and  five 
annual  conferences  have  designated 
themselves  “reconciling”  bodies. 

•Reconciling”  congregations  are  in 
Atlanta;  Baltimore;  Chicago;  Denver, 
Fresno,  Calif.;  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Los 
Angeles;  Madison,  Wis.;  Minneapo¬ 
lis;  Nashville;  New  Orleans;  New 
York;  Philadelphia;  San  Francisco; 
Seattle;  Sheboygan,  Wis.;  Toledo, 


Methodist  Social  Principles — bars 
avowed  homosexuals  from  serving 
on  the  congregation’s  administra¬ 
tive  board. 

Tim  Tyner,  an  Oak  Lawn  UMC 
member  who  supported  the  peti¬ 
tion,  said  that  Mr.  Guttierrez’s  rul¬ 
ing  has  been  forwarded  to  Bishop 
Bruce  P.  Blake  (Dallas  Area)  for  re¬ 
view.  That  review  could  eventually 


Ohio;  Tucson,  Ariz;  and  Washington. 

“Reconciling"  annual  conferences 
are  Califomia-Nevada,  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois,  New  York,  Troy  (northern  New 
York)  and  Wyoming  (southern  New 
York  and  northeastern  Pennsylvania). 

At  the  same  time  two  congrega¬ 
tions,  in  Fresno  and  Lodi,  Calif., 
have  declared  themselves  "trans¬ 
forming"  congregations.  Seven  oth¬ 
ers,  all  in  California,  are  preparing 
For  such  a  designation. 

“Reconciling"  congregations  or  an- 


lead  to  a  Judicial  Council  ruling. 

Bishop  Blake  was  on  vacation  and 
unavailable  for  comment  last  week. 

Mr.  Guttierrez  said  he  would  wel¬ 
come  a  Judicial  Council  ruling  on 
the  issue.  He  said  he  hopes  such  a 
ruling  would  clarify  for  other  con¬ 
gregations  the  rights  and  status  of 
homosexuals  in  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

transform' 

nual  conferences  have  studied  homo¬ 
sexuality  on  theological,  biblical, 
moral  and  scientific  bases  and  voted 
to  welcome  homosexuals  as  full  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

"Transforming”  congregations 
have  studied  homosexuality,  have 
found  it  incompatible  with  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching  and  are  attempting  to 
support  homosexuals  as  they  seek  to 
change  to  a  heterosexual  lifestyle. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Oak  Lawn  UMC,  a  537-member 
congregation,  is  named  after  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  that  has  become  known  as 
Dallas’  gay  community.  About  30 
percent  of  Oak  Lawn’s  35,000  resi¬ 
dents  are  homosexual,  according  to 
church  member  John  Calhoun. 

Homosexuals  have  been  accepted 
as  Oak  Lawn  UMC  members  for 
the  past  12  years.  Two  of  them,  Mr. 
Calhoun  and  Michael  Merrifield, 
served  on  the  administrative  board 
in  1983-84. 

“Our  church  didn’t  want  to  ‘put  ho¬ 
mosexuals  in  their  place.’  as  some  let¬ 
ters  to  the  church  have  said,”  Mr. 
Guttierrez  said.  “We  were  searching 
the  church  law  for  some  guidance, 
and  we  didn’t  get  much  help.” 

What's  the  process ? 

How  can  an  action  by  a  congrega¬ 
tion  make  its  way  to  the  Judicial 
Council,  United  Methodism’s  “su¬ 
preme  court”? 

The  Book  of  Discipline  says 
United  Methodist  bishops  can  be 
asked  to  interpret  church  law. 

A  bishop’s  interpretation  of 
church  law  is  subject  to  review  by 
the  Judicial  Council  and  isn’t  offi¬ 
cial  until  the  council  “shall  pass 
upon  and  affirm,  modify  or  re¬ 
verse”  the  bishop’s  decision,  The 
Book  of  Discipline  says. 

However,  requests  for  episcopal  in¬ 
terpretations  must  come  in  writing 
during  an  annual  conference  session. 

Oak  Lawn  United  Methodist 
Church  is  in  the  North  Texas  Annu¬ 
al  Conference,  which  isn't  sched¬ 
uled  to  meet  until  June  1990. 


TRINITY  STUDIES 
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LINCOLN,  Neb. — The  Rev.  Lincoln  Justice  and  his  ex-wife,  Rose 
Marie,  mark  the  dissolution  of  their  32-year  marriage  in  a  worship 
service  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church.  The  couple  divorced  so 
Mrs.  Justice  would  be  eligible  for  Medicaid  to  pay  for  the  constant 
medical  care  she  needs. 


Pastor  divorces  wife 
so  she  can  get  care 


From  news  and  staff  reports 

The  Rev.  Lincoln  B.  Justice,  his 
voice  breaking,  reminded  his  ex- 
wife,  Rose  Marie,  of  how  he  asked 
her  to  marry  him. 

“I  asked  you  to  take  second  place 
in  my  life,  for  first  place  is  with 
Christ,”  he  said.  “Up  until  recently 
I’ve  been  able  to  serve  Christ 
through  the  church  and  for  us  to  be 
together  to  take  care  of  you.  And  I 
just  want  to  say  that  I’m  sorry  I 
can’t  do  it  anymore.” 

With  those  words,  the  pastor  of 
Lakeview  and  Roca  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and 
his  wife  of  32  years  marked  the  dis¬ 
solution  of  their  marriage  in  an  un¬ 
usual  worship  service  June  11.  The 
service  took  place  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lincoln. 

The  couple  obtained  a  divorce  to 
enable  Mrs.  Justice  to  obtain  Med¬ 
icaid  benefits  for  home  care. 

Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (Ne¬ 
braska  Area)  acknowledged  that  the 
situation  is  unusual. 

But,  he  said,  “We  think  that  un¬ 
der  the  circumstances  that  it  is 
proper,  very  proper,  for  there  to  be 
a  ceremony  recognizing  the  linkage 
of  people,  the  history  and  love  that 
they  have  shared  and  the  need  of 
having  a  ceremony  of  prayer  and 
blessing  for  their  future  as  well.” 

Mr.  Justice  stressed  that  “our  real 
reason  for  getting  the  divorce  is 
none  other  than  the  failure  of  our 
nation  to  provide  an  adequate 
health-care  system.”  He  added, 
“We  fell  between  the  cracks.” 

Mrs.  Justice,  56,  was  paralyzed  in 
an  automobile  accident  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1979.  Last  January,  she  devel¬ 
oped  pneumonia.  She  now  needs 
24-hour  care,  which  her  husband 
can’t  provide  personally  or  afford 
on  a  pastor’s  salary. 

To  solve  the  dilemma,  the  Jus¬ 
tices  sought  a  legal  divorce,  which 
they  were  granted  June  5. 

“According  to  Nebraska  law,  we 


could  have  divided  our  resources 
and  stayed  married,  but  the  sick 
one  would  have  had  to  have  been 
institutionalized,”  Mr.  Justice,  60, 
explained  in  a  telephone  interview 
with  Religious  News  Service. 

He  said  he  and  his  wife  decided 
on  the  legal  divorce  so  that  she 
wouldn't  have  enough  money  to 
pay  for  her  home  care  and  thus 
would  qualify  for  Medicaid. 

The  Justices  elected  not  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  the  Nebraska  conference’s 
health  care  plan,  which  is  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  General  Board  of  Pen- 
sions,  said  Daniel  R.  Gangler, 
communications  director. 

“Most  of  our  churches  in  Nebras¬ 
ka  right  now  are  just  on  partial  cov¬ 
erage,”  Mr.  Gangler  explained. 
“We're  trying  to  move  to  full  cover¬ 
age  as  part  of  a  minister's  salary.” 

Bishop  Hearn  said  that  Nebraska, 
like  nearly  every  other  annual  con¬ 
ference,  recently  enacted  a  health 
insurance  rate  increase,  making 
coverage  even  more  difficult  for 
some  churches. 

Ironically,  Mr.  Justice,  won’t  be 
in  Lincoln  to  oversee  his  former 
wife’s  Medicaid  care. 

He  has  been  moved  from  Lake- 
view  and  Roco  UMCs  to  a  new  par¬ 
ish  in  Weeping  Water,  Neb.,  37 
miles  east  of  Lincoln.  He  requested 
a  transfer  two  years  ago. 

“I  don’t  have  any  personal  blame 
for  the  church  given  the  situation 
they  had,”  Mr.  Justice  said  in  an  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  “Lincoln  Journal-Star.” 

Bishop  Hearn  told  the  Reporter 
that  Mr.  Justice’s  assignment  was 
made  in  consultation  with  the  min¬ 
ister.  The  bishop  said  the  new  ap¬ 
pointment  was  the  best  compromise 
to  fill  both  Mr.  Justice’s  desire  to 
transfer  and  his  wish  to  stay  close  to 
his  ex-wife. 

A  portion  of  this  report  came 
from  WOWT  TV  in  Lincoln  through 
the  assistance  of  Nebraska  Confer¬ 
ence  Communications  Director 
Daniel  R.  Gangler. 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church's  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation's  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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NOW  IT'S  72:  June  1 6  marked  the  offi¬ 
cial  merger  of  the  North  Mississippi  and  Missis¬ 
sippi  annual  conferences.  The  new  regional 
body  is  called  the  Mississippi  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  The  merger  changed  the  total  number  of 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences  in  the 
United  States  to  72.  The  union  also  led  to  a 
name  change  for  Mississippi’s  episcopal  area. 
Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan,  who  had  presided 
over  the  two  conferences  as  part  of  the  Jackson, 
Miss.,  Area,  now  heads  the  single-conference 
Mississippi  Area. 

EQUIPPING  THE  SAINTS:  Retired 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  is 
to  deliver  one  of  eight  keynote 
speeches  at  “NEW  90:  The 
National  Evangelism  Work¬ 
shop.”  The  May  8-10,  1990, 
event  in  Nashville  includes  15 
workshops  for  “equipping 
Christians  for  a  decade  of  de¬ 
cision  and  discipleship."  Bish¬ 
op  Colaw  now  teaches  at 
United  Theological  Seminary  Emerson  Colaw 
in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Information  and  registration 
materials  are  available  from  Joyce  Blair,  3110 
West  End  Circle,  No.  13,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37203-1124, 

HISPANIC  CHRISTIANITY:  Five 

centuries  of  Hispanic  Christianity  in  this  hemi 
sphere  are  to  be  marked  Oct.  6-8  in  Dallas.  The 
event  at  Southern  Methodist  University  is  the 
second  in  a  three-part  series  preparing  for  the 
500th  anniversary  of  Christopher  Columbus’ 
arrival  in  the  New  World.  The  Rev.  Roy  D.  Bar¬ 
ton,  coordinator  of  the  Perkins  School  of  Theol 
ogy’s  Mexican-American  program,  said  the 
series  is  reassessing  the  Hispanic  experience,  ex 
ploring  the  mission  of  the  Hispanic  church  and 
developing  Hispanic  pastors, 

HELPING  BLACK  COLLEGES:  Un¬ 
ited  Methodist  annual  conferences  in  Arkansas, 
Kentucky,  Missouri,  New  Hampshire,  Puerto 
Rico  and  Texas  are  scheduled  for  special  recog¬ 
nition  from  the  denomination’s  Black  College 
Fund.  The  honor  comes  for  paying  100  percent 
of  their  apportioned  shares  of  the  fund  each 
year  from  1985  through  1988. 

MISSIONERS  TO  COME:  Twenty- 

five  people  from  at  least  nine  countries  are  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel  in  United  Methodist 
churches  during  the  "New  World  Mission  Pro¬ 
gram.’’  Sponsored  .by  the  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  and  the  World  Methodist  Council,  the 
missioners  are  to  come  to  the  United  States  in 
March  and  April  1990.  Participating  congrega¬ 
tions  pay  $385  to  help  cover  orientation  and 
travel  expenses  for  the  missioner.  The  Board  of 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202,  is  accepting  applications  from  congrega¬ 
tions  that  want  to  receive  missioners.  Deadline 
is  Nov.  1 . 

POISONING  DEPLORED:  The 

chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
was  among  church  leaders 
who  publicly  deplored  the 
near-fatal  poisoning  of  Frank 
Chikane,  president  of  the 
South  African  Council  of 
Churches.  “Today,  we  are  re¬ 
minded  once  again  of  the 

level  to  which  those  who  are  _ 

opposed  to  the  will  of  God  Frank  Chikane 
will  stoop,”  said  the  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nugent 
Jr.  Mr.  Chikane’s  hospitalization  in  Wisconsin 
from  a  toxic  chemical  forced  him  to  cancel  a 
May  18  meeting  with  President  Bush. 

OTHER  GIFTS,  GRACES:  Asian- 

American  United  Methodist  clergywomen  ex¬ 
amined  their  status  as  preachers  of  the  Gospel 
and  symbols  of  power  outside  the  home  at  their 
first  churchwide  gathering  last  month  in  Ha¬ 
waii.  The  Rev.  Ha-Kyung  Cho  Kim,  a  pastor  in 
Pittsburgh,  said,  “Clergywomen  are  not  com¬ 
peting  with  men. . . .  They  have  different  graces 
and  different  gifts.”  At  least  30  of  the  40  Asian- 
American  clergywomen  in  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  took  part  in  the  sessions. 

WORSHIP  SERVICES:  Worship  ser¬ 
vices  from  the  13,000-member  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston  will  be  carried  on 
the  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network  from 
July  3  through  Sept.  25.  The  worship  program  is 
to  be  shown  Mondays  at  10:30  a.m.  (EST).  The 
Vision  network,  which  began  broadcasting  on 
various  cable  TV  systems  in  September,  was 
created  by  a  group  of  mainline  denominations, 
including  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS:  Know 

someone-who  wants  to  attend  a  United  Methodist 
Church  regularly  but  doesn’t  want  to  give  up  mem¬ 
bership  in  another  denomination?  “Associate 
members"  get  all  the  privileges  of  membership,  ex¬ 
cept  the  right  to  hold  a  seat  on  the  congregation’s 
administrative  council  or  board.  Associates  aren’t 
counted  in  the  membership  totals. 

PAPAL  GREETINGS:  Two  delegates 
from  the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Norway — 
Liv  Larsen  and  the  Rev.  Juel  Nordby — attended 
an  ecumenical  service  June  2  honoring  the  visit 
of  Pope  John  Paul  II  to  Norway.  Ms.  Larsen  was 
one  of  four  people  chosen  to  bring  greetings  to 
the  pope  at  a  reception  after  the  service. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports. 


Cairo's  poor  collect 
garbage  for  survival 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Early  every  morning  just  out¬ 
side  Cairo,  Egypt,  about  2,500 
peasants  leave  their  little  tin 
shacks  and  take  their  carts  and 
donkeys  six  to  12  miles  into  the 
city  to  collect  garbage. 

These  garbage  collectors  aren’t 
being  paid  to  do  this  task.  They 
“pick”  garbage  as  a  means  of 
family  survival. . 

“They  take  their  little  carts 
and  collect  garbage  at  20  to  30 
dwellings  per  day,"  said  Ginena  . 
Dulley  Wills  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief. 

“When  they  return  to  their  com¬ 
munity,  called  Zarayeb,  there  is  a 
courtyard  where  the  whole  family 
participates  in  sorting  800  to  900 
pounds  of  garbage — bare  hand¬ 
ed,”  said  Ms.  Wills. 

“The  paper,  tin  and  glass  can 
be  sold  to  special  merchants.  The 
rest  is  either  left  to  feed  the  don¬ 
keys,  pigs  and  goats  or  is  burned 
in ‘the  area.” 

To  improve  the  standard  of 
life  for  the  garbage  collectors — 
90  percent  of  whom  are  Chris¬ 
tians — relief  committee  officials 
hope  to  give  a  grant  from  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church 


Partnership 
in  Missions 
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No  gift  too  small 

to  the  Coptic  Evangelical  Organi¬ 
zation  for  Social  Services. 

It’s  a  mission  program  of  The 
Coptic  Evangelical  Church,  the 
largest  Christian  group  in  Egypt, 

Through  gifts  from  the  Ad¬ 
vance,  this  Egyptian  mission  can 
provide  a  literacy  program,  a 
family  education  program,  a 
health  clinic,  family  loans  and 
Bible  studies.  The  church  has 
also  begun  introducing  gloves 
into  the  sorting  work. 

The  program  is  run  by  five 
full-time  staff  members  and  a  co¬ 
ordinator,  Ms.  Wills  said. 

“Garbage  collectors  do  not 
own  the  land  on  which  they  live 
and  work,”  she  said. 

"We  want  to  help  them,  be¬ 
cause  they  are  poor,  illiterate, 
skeptical,  fearful  and  in  poor 
health  partly  because  of  the  sur¬ 
roundings  in  which  they  live." 

Gifts  to  support  the  “Develop¬ 
ment  Project  of  Garbage  Collec¬ 
tors”  can  be  made  via  annual 
conference  treasurers  and  desig¬ 
nated  for  Advance  No.  609372-4. 


CAIRO,  Egypt— Women  recycle  garbage  for  survival  near  Cairo.  The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  hopes  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  these  people— 90  percent  of  whom  are 
Christians— through  gifts  from  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 


Educator  says  church  leaders  can't  do 
much  to  end  civil  war  in  El  Salvador 


By  DOUGZEHR 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ind.— If 
your  church  leaders  are  to  play 
a  role  in  bringing  peace  to  El 
Salvador,  they’ll  have  to  do  i(  at 
a  distance. 

That’s  the  belief  of  a  Method¬ 
ist  educator  in  the  region  who  is 
soon  to  be  teaching  evangelism 
in  the  United  States. 

The  Rev.  Mortimer  Arias, 
head  of  the  Latin  American  Bib¬ 
lical  Seminary  in  San  Jose,  Costa 
Rica,  said  Christian  leaders  in  El 
Salvador  can’t  help  mediate  an 
end  to  a  nine-year  civil  war  be¬ 
cause  of  threats  against  them. 

“Any  church  leader  that  sup¬ 
ports  human  rights  in  El  Salva¬ 
dor  immediately  becomes  a 
target  for  elimination  [by  right- 
wing  death  squads  operating  in 
that  country],”  said  Dr.  Arias,  re¬ 
cently  appointed  professor  of 
evangelism  at  United  Methodist- 


related  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
in  Denver  (see  UMR,  June  2). 

His  analysis  of  the  church’s 
peacemaking  role  in  El  Salvador 
was  outlined  during  a  recent  ad¬ 
dress  to  members  of  the  South 
Indiana  Annual  Conference. 

Clerics  are  particularly  sus¬ 
ceptible  to  El  Salvador’s  death 
squads,  said  Dr.  Arias. 

Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
Oscar  Romero  was  assassinated 
in  1980  after  he  criticized  right- 
wing  violence,  he  noted.  That 
same  year,  four  American  Mary- 
knoll  nuns  were  killed. 

The  65-year-old  native  Ura- 
guayan  has  been  a  vigorous  pro¬ 
ponent  of  non-violent  social 
change  in  Latin  America.  He  is 
a  critic  of  the  United  States’ 
Central  America  policy. 

That  policy  includes  U.S.  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Salvadoran  army.  It 
has  been  accused  of  numerous 
human-rights  violations  during  a 


civil  war  that  has  killed  70,000 
people — mostly  civilians. 

That  party  has  consistently 
called  for  extermination  of  re¬ 
bels  rather  than  negotiation. 

But  Dr.  Arias  said  he’s  opti¬ 
mistic  that  newly  elected  Presi¬ 
dent  Alfredo  Cristiani’s  recent 
overtures  to  the  rebels  suggest 
negotiations  are  possible. 

But  he  said  he  believes  the 
army  will  be  a  serious  obstacle 
to  any  negotiated  settlement. 

The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  no  congregations  in 
El  Salvador,  but  officials  with 
the  denomination’s  world  mis¬ 
sion  board  are  negotiating  with 
the  Baptist  Association  of  El 
Salvador.  The  goal  is  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  mission  outreach  in  the 
country,  said  Barbara  Pessoa,  a 
staff  member  of  the  board’s 
Latin  American  unit. 

Mr.  Zehr  is  a  free-lance  writ¬ 
er  from  Bedford,  Ind. 


UMs  defend  theologian's 
credentials  as  evangelist 


People  called= 
United  Methodist 

United  Methodists  to  honor 
Evangelical  church  pioneer 

"A  service  of  remembrance"  next  month  is  to  mark  the 
200th  birthday  of  a  pioneer  in  what  is  now  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  July  16  service  honors  the  Rev.  John  Dreisbach,  an 
early  leader  of  the  Evangelical  Association.  The  ceremony  is 
to  be  at  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in  Stoutsville, 
Ohio,  not  far  from  where  Driesbach  was  buried  in  1871. 

The  Rev.  Frank  James,  who  serves  one  of  Dreisbach ’s  for¬ 
mer  circuits,  is  to  conduct  a  tour  to  the  grave  site  at  Ebenezer 
cemetery  southeast  of  Circleville,  Ohio.  The  Evangelical  As¬ 
sociation  was  a  forerunner  of  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church.  That  denomination  merged  with  The  Methodist 
Church  in  1968. 

Asian-American  laywoman 
resettles  3,000  families 

A  member  of  Lealman  United  Methodist  Church  in  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  Fla.,  recently  received  the  Americanism  medal  from 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  Vy  Corpe,  whose  Asian  name  is 
Thim  Thi  Phung,  was  recognized  for  re¬ 
settling  as  least  3,000  Asian  families  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  10  years.  She  works  for 
Catholic  Social  Services  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg. 

Born  in  Hai-Phong,  North  Vietnam, 
and  reared  in  Hanoi,  Mrs.  Corpe  knows 
firsthand  the  fears  of  an  immigrant  reset¬ 
tling  in  the  United  States.  She  came  to  this  country  with  her 
two  children  in  1959,  while  her  husband,  Frank  Corpe,  was 
stationed  in  the  U.S.  Army  in  Korea. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Two  widely  regarded  United 
Methodist  evangelists  defended 
the  evangelism  credentials,  of  a 
Latin  American  theologian 
whose  appointment  as  professor 
of  evangelism  at  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  sparked  controversy 
(see  UMR,  June  2). 

When  the  Rev.  Mortimer 
Arias,  head  of  the  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  Biblical  Seminary  in  San 
Jose,  Costa  Rica,  was  selected  by 
the  UM-related  seminary  in  Den¬ 
ver,  the  UM  Foundation  for 
Evangelism  withdrew  its  offer  of 
a  $125,000  matching  grant  to 
help  pay  for  his  position. 

The  foundation  cited  "theolog¬ 
ical  differences”  with  Dr.  Arias 
as  the  reason  (see  UMR,  June  2). 
Officials  reportedly  questioned 
Dr.  Arias’  belief  in  personal  con¬ 
version,  said  a  news  report. 

The  Rev.  George  Morris,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  World  Methodist 


Evangelism  Institute,  and  the 
Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  evangelism  direc¬ 
tor,  said  last  week  that  Dr.  Arias 
was  "an  outstanding  evangelist.” 

The  two  applauded  IlifTs  selec¬ 
tion  of  the  65-year-old  Uraguayan. 

Dr.  Fox  told  the  Reporter  it 
would  be  a  mistake  to  narrow  the 
denomination’s  definition  of 
what  evangelism  is. 

"Without  sacrificing  [founder] 
John  Wesley’s  essentials,  we  have 
to  make  the  platform  [for  evan¬ 
gelism]  bigger,  so  that  more  can 
get  on  board,  not  fewer,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Morris,  professor  of  evan¬ 
gelism  at  Candler  School  of  The¬ 
ology  in  Atlanta,  said  he  believes 
Dr.  Arias  “is  thoroughly  evan¬ 
gelical  and  devotedly  committed 
to  Christian  conversion.” 

Both  men  were  at  the  meeting 
where  Dr.  Arias  was  reported  to 
have  discounted  the  necessity  of 
personal  conversion.  Neither  said 
he  could  recall  such  a  statement. 


OXFORD  WINTER  STUDY 

Dec.  30, 1989  •  Jan.  IS,  1990 

Mansfield  Seminar  in  International  Ministries 
under  the  auspices  of  Andover  Newton  and  Iliff 
"Faith  Borrowing  From  Faith" 
LECTURERS:  Dr.  Janet  Hodgson,  Selly  Oak;  Dr. 
Kwame  Bediako,  Ghana  &  Edinburgh;  Dr.  An¬ 
drew  Walls,  Centre  for  Study  of  Non-Western 
Christianity,  Edinburgh 

SITES:  Oxford  University;  Kenilworth;  Selly  Oak 
Colleges  and  Birmingham  Cathedral 

Academic  and  C.E.U.  credit  available 

Contact  DJ.  Rudalevlge,  210  Herrick  Rd., 
Newton  Centre,  MA  02159.  (617)  926-2931/ 
4366. 


WHAT  ABOUT  MOM  &  DAD? 

A  Seminar  For  Care  Providing  Adults 

By  Patricia  S.  Bommarito 
James  L-fiamsey 

An  exciting  new  four  session  program  to  help  adult-child¬ 
ren  when  they  become  care  providers  for  their  elderly 
parents.  The  program  helps  improve  communication 
skills,  increase  knowledge  about  elderly  problems  and 
locate  helpful  resources.  The  Leader’s  Guide  has  com¬ 
plete,  easy  to  follow,  instructions  for  facilitating  a  group, 
copies  of  all  worksheets  and  resource  readings.  The 
Participant  book  contains  all  worksheets,  resource  infor¬ 
mation  and  readings  needed  for  the  program  and  provides 
an  individualized  personal  record. 

Leader’s  Guide  $29.95 

ISBN  0-941697-02-9 
Participant  Guide  $7.95 

ISBN  0-941697-03-7 

Available  from: 

A.B.T. 

P.O.  Box  4098.  Garden  Grove,  CA  92642-4096 


Vy  Corpe 


United  Methodist  woman  to  lead 
national  interfaith  association 

A  United  Methodist  diaconal  minister  and  professor  of 
theology  and  Christian  education  at  the  School  of  Theology 
at  Claremont  (Calif.)  has  been  elected  chairwoman  of  the 
board  and  president  of  the  Religious  Education  Association. 
Mary  Elizabeth  Moore,  a  member  of  Claremont  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  the  first  woman  to  hold  that  office  since 
the  organization  was  founded  1903, 

The  Religious  Education  Association  consists  of  nearly 
2,000  educators  from  parishes,  local  churches,  parochial 
schools,  temples,  colleges  and  universities,  schools  of  theol¬ 
ogy,  and  religious  agencies. 


SILK  SCREENED  APRONS 


United  Methodist 
today ? 

JPfllow apron  wiih  navy  impnnt  (AUM501I  > 

•  White  apron  with  royal  blue  impnnt  (AUM502) . 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  impnnt  (AUM503) 

•  36"  long  and  24'  wide  •  Durable  easy-care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

|  Apron  (AL  M50I .  AUM502.  AUM503I  $9,  two  apron*-S16. 
six  aprons- $42  Specify  colortsl  desired  Add  sales  lax  for 
delivery  in  N  Y.  Money  back  guarantee  Also  available  for  : ; 
%  other  denominations. 

MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd.  U.M.,  Cuba.KY.  14727 

I7I6U.17.2923 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/PROGRAM.  Will  work 
closely  with  Council  on  Ministries.  Salary  and  bene¬ 
fit  package  competitive.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  156,  Fairfield,  TX  75840. 

FULL-TIME  CHORAL  DIRECTOR  SOUGHT 
to  grow  music  ministry  in  church  of  1300  +  with 
very  active  programming.  Experience  in  growing 
choirs  desired.  Competitive  compensation  pack¬ 
age.  Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  Tim  Walker,  First  Unit- 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 
active  1700-member  church.  Experience  required. 
Degree  and  United  Methodist  preferred.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to:  Staff  Parish  Relations,  St. 
Andrew  United  Methodist  Church,  6325  South 
University  Boulevard,  Littleton,  CO  801 2 1 . 

cd  Methodist  Church,  Box  88,  Graham,  TX 
76046.  (817)549-0970. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  part-time 
position  open  immediately  in  a  650-membcr  and 
growing  church  in  Northwest  Houston,  close  to 
downtown.  Job  description  available.  Excellent  op- 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR/Youth 
Director  for  1 000-member  First  UMC,  Ft.  Pierce, 
Florida.  Send  resume  to:  Frank  Harbcr,  3240  Hatch¬ 
er  Rd..  Ft.  Pierce,  FL  34982. 

portunity  to  grow  with  church.  Send  resume  or  con¬ 
tact:  Dr.  David  N.  Capehart.  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  600  Pecore,  Houston,  TX 
77009. 

EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  WITH  PRIMARY 
emphasis  on  children  and  youth  ministries.  500- 
member  church.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Steven  W. 
Caraway,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Winn- 
field,  LA  71483. 

REGIONAL  DIRECTOR:  APPALACHIA  Service 
Project,  a  home  repair  and  home  building  ministry 
affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Pro¬ 
mote  and  organize  work  in  southeast  KY,  operate 
center  programs  in  Perry  Co.  KY,  hire  summer 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  to  have 
responsibility  for  growing  Sunday  School;  oversight 
of  all  educational  ministries;  development  of  adult 
education.  First  Uriited  Methodist  Church,  1630 
Hinman  Ave.,  Evanston,  IL  60201.  Dr.  Emery  Per- 
cell,  senior  pastor. 

ports,  some  travel.  Required:  good  communications 
skills  (oral  and  written),  organizational  and  supervi¬ 
sor  skills,  college  degree  preferred.  Salary  begins  at 
$1 7,500  plus  benefits.  Send  letter  and  resume  to:  Dr. 

E.  Maurlca  Babb,  1618  N.  Wilmette,  Wheaton,  IL 
60187.  Deadline- July  20.  Begin -September  1, 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WITH  SKILLS  IN  director- 

ing  children’s  and  youth  choirs.  Salary  negotiable. 
Would  consider  full-time  or  part-time.  Send  resume 
to:  Lakewood  United  Methodist  Church.  5995-9th 
St. .South,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33705. 

QUALIFIED  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  LOOKING 
for  employment  in  Southwest  Texas  Conference. 
Strong  mission/outreach  emphasis.  Available  to  be¬ 
gin  work  as  of  July  1,  1989.  (512)  663-2703. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed 

full-time  for  2400-member  church.  Positon  to  be 
filled  by  mid-August.  Requirements  include:  United 
Methodist  background,  four  year  degree,  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  six  years  experience  (volunteer  and  paid) 
with  some  experience  in  a  church  of  over  1,000 
members.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Resumes  to  include  a  statement  of  faith  and  calling. 
Resumes  to:  Mrs.  Cindy  Sisco,  Lake  Magdalene 
United  Methodist  Church,  2902  Fletcher  Avenue, 
West,  Tampa,  FL  33618. 

MINISTER  OR  DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRIES 
with  children  and  youth,  full-time.  950  members, 
city-wide  ministry.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to:  Rev.  Gregory  Iverson.  First  UMC,  230  E.  Sky¬ 
line  Parkway,  Duluth,  MN  5581  1. 

NEED  CONSECRATED  DIACONAL  OR  or¬ 
dained  minister  for  newly  created  full-time  staff  po¬ 
sition.  Duties  include  some  teaching  and  preaching 
with  major  emphasis  on  organizing  and  developing 
new  programs  for  church  growth.  Must  be  enthusi¬ 
astic,  innovative  and  self-motivated.  Westcliff 
UMC,  (817)  921-5224. 

OPENING  FOR  DIRECTOR  OF  licensed  day 
care/kindergarten  in  southwest  Fort  Worth  church. 
Call  (817)  73 1 -070 1.  Send  resume  to:  Director,  Box 
331509,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76163. 

SEEKING  MINISTER  TO  FAMILIES  and  Youth 
to  continue  and  expand  ongoing  program  in  2100- 
member  church.  Position  open  in  mid-August.  Ne- 
gotiablc  salary/benefit  package.  Send  resume  and 
overview  of  ministry  philosophy  to:  Rev.  Bruce 
Mitchell,  Trinity  UMC,  3200  Manatee  Avenue 
West,  Bradenton,  FL  34205.  Phone:  (813)  747-3704. 

FOR  SALE:  KROY  290  LETTERING  machine 
and  25  discs  type  styles  and  fonts.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  $1400  obo.  Contact:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1008  Eleventh  Street,  Santa  Monica,  CA 
90403.(213)  393-8258. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and  Chil- 
dren’s  Ministries.  St.  Mark  United  Methodist 
church,  a  congregation  of  900  members  located  in 
the  beautiful  Rio  Grand  Valley  in  McAllen  Texas  is 
seeking  a  full-time  director  of  youth  and  children's 
ministries.  Responsibilities  include  administration 
of  the  educational  program  and  enlisting  leadership 
for  age  level  ministries  and  other  lay  volunteers. 
United  Methodist  background  preferred  with  expe¬ 
rience  required.  Salary  negotiable  depending  on  edu¬ 
cation  and  experience.  Please  submit  resume  and 
references  to:  Rev.  Keith  Wyatt,  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church,  301  W.  Pecan.  McAllen.  TX 
78501.  Telephone:  (512)  682- 1481.  1 

NEW  YORK  BASED  PUBLISHING  company  will 
publish  your  book  free  if  you  can  sell  a  minimum  of 

1 500  copies.  Welstar  Publications  (2 1 2)  928-7528. 

JOB  OPENING:  EXPERIENCED  EDUCATION 
and  Program  Director  for  1900-member  church. 
Send  resume  and  salary  requirements  to:  Rev.  Sam 
Teague.  1922  Topf  Road,  North  Little  Rock,  AR 
72116. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  ST.  LUKE  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  (membership  2300)  seeks  full-time  di¬ 
rector  of  youth  ministries.  Maturity,  management, 
and  organizational  skills  essential;  experience  desir- 

able.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  letter/resume  with 
three  references  to:  St.  Luke  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  867,  Columbus,  GA  31902. 

ADULT  CHOIR  ROBES  FOR  SALE:  38  red  with 
gold  and  red  stoles,  plus  1  director  robe.  Good  con¬ 
dition.  $30.00  each.  Sell  all  or  partial.  Wesley  UMC, 
Box  7156.  Longview.  TX  75607.  (214)  758-8091. 

THE  LOUISVILLE  CONFERENCE  is  seeking  a 

staff  person  for  Director/Manager  of  leisure/retreat 
ministries.  Experience  in  Leisure  Ministries  and 
Camp  Administration.  Salary  and  benefits  are  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume:  Council  on  Ministries,  1115 
South  Fourth  St.,  Louisville,  KY  40203.  Applica¬ 
tions  received  without  regard  to  race  or  sex. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Draw¬ 
er  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507.  ] 

LIBRARY  box  4138 
SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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Needed:  Itinerant  Churches 


Editor’s  Note:  For  the  next  few  months.  Bishop  Oden  has  Invited 
various  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  that  is  usually  re¬ 
served  for  the  Bishop. 

Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton  recently  gave  a  devotional  to  the  Cabinet  which  I 
cannot  forget.  He  reminded  us  that  while  we  United  Methodists  talk  a 
great  deal  about  an  itinerant  ministry;  the  truth  is  that  Christians  are 
itinerant  people.  So  when  Bishop  Oden  gave  me  the  opportunity  to 
write  this  column  so  soon  after  Annual  Conference,  those  were  the  first 
words  that  came. 

If  you  are  part  of  a  congregation  that  has  remained  the  same  year  af¬ 
ter  year,  something  is  not  happening  that  ought  to  be.  The  Church  can 
never  accept  the  status  quo.  It  must  always  be  out  front  on  the  cutting 
edge  of  the  world,  else  it  is  not  really  “the  Church.”  We  are  called  to  be 
“a  people  on  the  march,”  moving  out  wherever  there  is  need,  or  hurt,  or 
oppression. 

There  used  to  be  an  old  gospel  hymn,  “I'm  a  stranger  here  in  a  for¬ 
eign  land,  on  business  for  my  King.”  I  have  often  wondered  why  we  quit 
singing  it.  Perhaps  because  we  forgot  that  we  do  not  own  anything?  and 
cannot  “settle”  anywhere?  In  the  language  of  the  ministry,  when  you 
stop  itinerating,  you  “locate.”  Perhaps  that  has  been  our  sin:  frequent¬ 
ly  the  church  has  “located.” 

But  we  must  always  be  in  the  process  of  becoming,  of  growing,  of 
learning  more  about  Who  made  us  and  why.  That  does  not  mean  that 
truth  is  relative  or  unimportant.  Truth  is  truth.  Nothing  changes  that. 
But  Christians  have  always  been  the  ones  who  took  lasting,  enduring 
truths  and  applied  them  to  the  situations  in  which  they  found  them¬ 
selves.  That  is  one  reason  nothing  is  ever  static,  because  we  are  con¬ 
stantly  involved  in  facing  new  frontiers,  in  discovering  new  arenas,  in 
facing  new  challenges. 

My  prayer  for  you  in  this  new  Conference  year,  is  that  your  church 
will  become  an  itinerant  church:  marching  on  the  cutting  edge  of  life 
and  witnessing  that  the  King  who  sent  us  into  the  world  is  the  one  who 
gives  life,  and  joy,  and  hope. 

Byrl  Moreland, 

Monroe  District  Superintendent 


July  Conference 
Calendar 

3-7  Middle  Elementary  1  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

5-29  Peace  Trip  to  U.S.S.R.  for  2  Louisiana  Conference  Youth 

9- 1 5  Harvest  of  Hope 

10-14  Elementary  I  Camp  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
10-14  Older  Elementary  II  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 
10-14  Elementary  II  Camp,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
10-15  Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry  Organization  Training,  Mt. 
Sequoyah 

14-16  International  Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men,  Purdue 
University,  West  Lafayette,  Indiana 
14-16  Senior  High  Camp  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 

1 6- 22  Harvest  of  Hope 

17- 21  Junior  High  Camp  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
17-21  Junior  High  II  Camp,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

17- 21  Middle  Elementary  II  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

18- 21  Conference  UMW  Weekday  School  of  Christian  Missions, 
Centenary  College 

20  Crosslines  Ministry  Board  Meeting,  Greater  New  Orleans  Urban 
Ministry,  10:00  a.m. 

20- 23  Cursillo  #16,  Tall  Timbers 

21- 23  Conference  UMW  Weekend  School  of  Christian  Missions 

23- 28  Methodist  Home  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

24- 26  Camp  First  Time  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
24-27  Pastor’s  School,  Centenary  College 

24-29  Christian  Community  Experience  II  (Senior  High),  Caney 
Conference  Centre 

30- Aug.  6  Lake  Charles  District  Workcamp,  Red  Bird  Mission 

31- Aug.  4  National  Youth  Ministry  Organization,  Ames,  Iowa 
31 -Aug.  4  "Focus  ’89”  Children’s  Conference,  Nashville,  TN 
31-Aug.  4  Junior  High  II  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 


New  Faces  at  the  Conference  Office 


During  this  year’s  session  of  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  countless  appoint¬ 
ments  and  changes  were  made 
within  the  Conference.  Two  of 
those  appointments  have  added 
new  faces  to  the  Conference  office 
located  in  Baton  Rouge.  They  are 
the  faces  of  Rev.  Angus  Carruth  and 
Dr.  Don  Cottrill. 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  appoint¬ 
ed  Angus  Lee  Carruth  Executive 
Director  of  the  Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes  Board,  Inc. 

This  Board  is  composed  of  15 
members,  seven  laypersons  and  five 
clergy,  in  addition  to  a  Cabinet  rep¬ 
resentative,  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Pensions  and  the  director.  Lewis 


Rev.  Angus  Carruth 


Dr.  Don  Cottrill 


Love  of  Ruston  is  Chairman,  Earle 
Cefalu  Jr.  of  Amite  is  secretary, 
Mike  John  Jr.  of  Monroe  is  Trea¬ 
surer,  and  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot 
of  Oakdale  is  Superintendent  of 
Properties. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the 
Board  is  to  provide  homes  for  re¬ 
tired  ministers  in  the  Conference, 
as  well  as  homes  for  surviving 
spouses.  At  present,  the  Board  oper¬ 
ates  38  homes  and  a  six  unit  apart¬ 
ment  complex.  The  director 
welcomes  the  opportunity  to  pres¬ 
ent  this  program  to  any  congrega¬ 
tion  in  a  worship  setting  or  to  any 
group  within  the  local  church. 

Continued  support  is  invited.  Fi¬ 
nancial  gifts  may  be  made  directly 
to  the  Board’s  office  by  churches  or 
individuals.  Prior  to  his  appoint¬ 
ment,  Rev.  Carruth  was  pastor  at 
Live  Oak  UMC. 

Also  getting  situated  in  his  new 
office  is  Don  Cottrill,  newly  named 
Director  of  Church  Extension  and 
Revitalization. 

There  are  three  primary  functions 


of  this  office.  Dr.  Cottrill  will  work 
on  the  development  of  new  congre¬ 
gations  within  the  Conference  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  listings  of  possible 
sites.  This  information  was  present¬ 
ed  at  Annual  Conference. 

The  second  responsibility  will  be 
the  revitalization  of  existing  congre¬ 
gations.  During  this  Conference 
year,  this  office  will  begin  organiz¬ 
ing  a  process  to  evaluate  existing 
congregations. 

Thirdly,  the  office  will  focus  on 
the  quadrennium  emphasis,  “Cele¬ 
brate  and  Witness.”  Dr.  Cottrill  will 
be  assisting  in  the  development  of 
the  plans  necessary  to  implement 
this  emphasis. 

“I’m  excited  about  the  possibility 
that  this  holds  for  the  Conference 
and  I  see  this  work  as  a  part  of 
evangelism  in  that  we  are  reaching 
out  to  persons  with  whom  we  are  not 
now  in  contact,”  he  said. 

Prior  to  his  new  appointment, 
Dr.  Cottrill  was  Senior  Pastor  at 
Summer  Grove  UMC  in  Shreveport. 


Hosts  Needed  for  Interfaith  Exchange  Program 


The  International  Christian 
Youth  Exchange  (ICYE),  entering 
its  40th  year  of  youth  exchanges,  is 
seeking  families  and  community 
service  agencies  to  host  exchangees 
arriving  on  July  20th,  and  staying 
for  one  year. 

ICYE  Exchangees  from  31  coun¬ 
tries,  including  Poland  and  People’s 
Republic  of  China,  come  to  the  US 
to  either  attend  high  school  or  serve 
as  full-time  volunteer?  with  com¬ 
munity-based  social  service/action 
organizations. 

“Families  today  are  seeking  in¬ 
volvement  in  global  issues,  but  are 
at  a  loss  for  specific  ways  to  build 
peace  and  international  under¬ 
standing,”  notes  Ed  Gragert,  ICYE 
Executive.  “Hosting  is  a  way  of  in¬ 
ternationalizing  a  family.  Hosts 
build  personal  relationships  across 
global  boundaries  and  demonstrate 
that  the  U.S.  is  more  than  the  ste¬ 
reotypes  portrayed  in  popular  me¬ 
dia,”  he  adds. 

One  current  host  states  “We  are 


definitely  more  interested  in  what 
goes  on  in  Central  America  and  we 
have  developed  a  new  respect  for 
the  country  of  Costa  Rica,  particu¬ 
larly  their  peace-keeping  efforts.” 

Examples  of  the  exchangees  ar¬ 
riving  in  July  include: 

*  Oswald  Fuentes  Bemal  from 
Colombia,  a  student  of  architecture 
who  wants  to  work  in  construction 
or  youth  work 

*  Christian  Haid  from.  Austria,  a 
high  school  student  who  wants  to 
live  with  a  large  urban  family 

*  Edda  Pohling  from  Germany, 
who  wants  to  serve  with  an  environ¬ 
mental  organization 

*  Ashimatu  Yakubu  from  Ghana 
who  wants  to  work  with  an  organi¬ 
zation  serving  women  and  children 

Some  ICYE  exchangees  come  to 
volunteer  with  specific  projects  and 
all  that  is  needed  is  a  host  family  to 
provide  love,  room  and  board. 
Some  projects  include: 

*  working  in  a  community  arts 
school  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina 


*  rehabilitating  homes  for  Habi¬ 
tat  for  Humanity  in  Maine 

*  volunteering  with  a  substance 
abuse  center  in  Cleveland 

*  assisting  the  World  Affairs 
Council  in  Seattle 

*  helping  develop  hispanic  wom¬ 
en’s  health  care  in  Denver 

*  gaining  practical  experience  in 
physical  therapy  with  disabled  per¬ 
sons  in  Sacramento 

,ICXL  also  seeks  host  families  for 
incoming  high  school  students,  and 
residential  agencies,  such  as  for  el¬ 
derly  or  for  persons  with  physical  or 
mental  disabilities.  Families  come 
in  all  ages  and  shapes.  Having  other 
children  in  the  home  is  not  a  re¬ 
quirement. 

Major  Protestant  and  Catholic 
national  bodies  assist  ICYE  in  iden¬ 
tifying  hosts.  These  include  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ,  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  United  Church 
of  Christ,  Episcopal  Church,  Ameri¬ 
can  Baptist  Church.  Church  of  the 


Brethren,  Presbyterian  Church  and 
National  Federation  for  Catholic 
Youth  Ministry.  A  number  of  these 
Denominations  also  make  scholar¬ 
ship  funds  available  for  their  young 
people  to  participate  in  the  ICYE 
study  or  voluntary  service  abroad 
programs. 

Established  in  1949  by  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  to  rebuild 
relations  between  the  U.S.  and  Ger¬ 
many,  ICYE  today  exchanges 
among  31  countries  on  every  conti¬ 
nent  and  actively  seeks  diversity  of 
race,  ethnic  heritage,  disabilities 
and  religious  affiliations.  Young 
persons  (16  to  35)  are  encouraged  to 
participate  in  ICYE’s  established 
year-abroad  and  short-term  work- 
camp  programs.  A  small  number  of 
openings  are  still  available. 

For  more  information  on  the 
Host  Campaign,  contact  Krista 
Hurty,  Director  of  Inbound  Pro¬ 
grams,  ICYE,  1 34  West  26th  Street, 
New  York,  NY,  10001,  or  call  her 
at  (212)206-7307. 


"Around  the  Conference 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Pastoral  Education  Program 
to  be  Held  in  Alexandria 

The  Clinical  Pastoral  Education  program  is  fully  accredited  by  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  Clinical  Pastoral  Education,  Inc.,  and  may  be  taken  for  gradu¬ 
ate  academic  credit  through  most  theological  seminaries.  The  1989-1990 
training  program  will  begin  on  Thursday,  July  20,  1989. 

:  The  program,  held  at  the  VA  Medical  Center  in  Alexandria,  is  designed  for 
Clergy,  persons  formally  certified  in  religious  vocations  and  selected  non- 
tlergy  persons.  This  program  provides  an  opportunity  for  ministry  to  per¬ 
sons  in  crisis  and  for  the  evaluation  of  that  ministry  in  a  process  of 
individual  and  group  supervision. 

:  The  advanced  program  is  established  in  specific  and  well  defined  areas 
of  pastoral  care.  The  resident  will  adhere  to  the  Association  for  Clinical 
Pastoral  Education  standards  for  intensity  and  depth  of  involvement  in 
sharply  defined  areas  of  specialization,  for  multi-disciplinary  supervision 
and  consultation  by  persons  competent  in  each  area  for  thorough  didactic 
instruction  in  each  specialty. 

Those  individuals  interested  in  obtaining  further  information  regarding 
this  quality  of  professional  training  are  to  contact  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Babing- 
ton,  ACPE  Supervisor,  by  calling  318-473-0010,  Ext.  2539  or  writing  Dr. 
Babington  at  the  VA  Medical  Center,  (125),  Shreveport  Hwy.,  Alexandria 
LA  71301. 


ONE  OF  THE  FIRST  —  Pollock  UMC  recently  received  its  new  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Hymnals  that  have  been  published.  During  the  regular 
worship  service  on  Sunday,  May  7,  these  hymnals  were  dedicated  to 
the  glory  of  God  and  given  to  the  church  by  a  doctor  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  in  memory  of  his  parents  who  were  members  of  Pollock 
before  their  death.  Pollock  is  one  of  the  first  congregations  in  the 
Conference  to  receive  the  new  hymnals. 


CELEBRATION  AND  HISTORY  —  Heritage  Sunday  at  Pharr  Chapel  UMC 
was  a  combination  of  celebration  of  the  Wesleyan  heritage,  local 
history  and  old  fashioned  church  picnic.  Pictured  is  the  scene  from 
the  picnic  held  following  the  1 1  a.m.  worship  service. 


The  Council  on  Ministers  of  First 
UMC,  Many  will  be  hosting  a  farm¬ 
er’s  market  in  the  fellowship  hall  on 
Sunday,  July  9  in  order  to  raise 
funds  for  church  projects.  All  gar¬ 
deners  were  encouraged  to  plant  a 
“little  extra”  this  year  so  they  could 
be  able  to  donate  some  vegetables 
for  the  market.  Fresh  fruit,  vegeta¬ 
bles,  home-made  items,  jams,  jel¬ 
lies,  and  even  fresh  fish  will  be 
welcomed.  This  new  idea  for  fund 
raising  will  give  gardeners  and 
cooks  a  chance  to  show  off  their 
green  thumbs  and  their  cooking/ 
canning  talents  to  benefit  First 
Church.  Larry  D.  Norman  is  pastor. 
*  •  * 

The  Monroe  Chapter  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Social  Work¬ 
ers  named  Rev.  James  E.  “Jim” 
Wilson,  Citizen  of  the  Year  for 
1989.  Rev.  Wilson,  Campus  Minis¬ 
ter,  Northeast  Louisiana  Universi¬ 
ty,  Monroe,  has  been  involved  in 
many  social  justice  issues  in 
Monroe  during  his  20  year  tenure. 
The  honor  was  bestowed  primarily 
in  recognition  of  his  work  in  the 
AIDS  arena.  He  has  distributed 
1 0,000  copies  of  “AIDS,  A  Guide  to 
Survival,"  conducted  two  continu¬ 
ing  education  events  for  clergy  and 
counselors,  given  lectures  to  church 
groups,  schools,  civic  organizations 
and  professional  groups.  He  current¬ 
ly  counsels  six  AIDS  victims  along 
with  their  families.  He  is  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Greater  Ouachita  Co¬ 
alition  AIDS  Resource  and 
Education  (GO  CARE).  Go  Care  re¬ 
cently  named  him  as  volunteer  of 
the  year  for  United  Way  recogni¬ 
tion. 


Live  Oak  UMC  was  just  one  of  the 
churches  in  the  Conference  which 
recently  celebrated  the  Week  of  the 
Young  Child.  The  week  was  in  hon¬ 
or  of  childhood.  It  was  also  a  special 


time  to  focus  attention  on  the  needs 
and  rights  of  children,  as  well  as  a 
time  to  express  appreciation  to 
those  who  provide  quality  care  and 
learning  opportunities  in  our  soci¬ 
ety. 


Recently,  New  Orleans  pastors 
and  church  leaders  visited  a  variety 
of  church-housed  child  care  pro¬ 
grams  to  see  how  other  churches 
manage  their  weekday  children’s 
programs  and  activities.  The  tour, 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Churches  Child  Care  Net¬ 
work,  included  lunch  and  a 
program  at  which  church  leaders 
had  an  opportunity  to  learn  about 
preschool,  day  care,  after-school, 
and  other  child  care  programs  that 
churches  sponsor  to  serve  young 
children.  The  Pastor’s  Tour  was 
part  of  the  National  Week  of  the 
Young  Child. 


Rev.  August  (Augie)  Aamodt,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Development  at  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  has  been 
elected  to  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Development,  Public 
Relations,  and  Marketing  Section  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  Health  &  Welfare  Ministries 
Department.  The  election  took 
place  at  the  recent  national  meeting 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri  that  was  at¬ 
tended  by  Aamodt  and  Terrel  De- 
Vi He,  Executive  Director  of 
Methodist  Children’s  Home.  Rev. 
Aamodt  has  also  been  selected  to  be 
on  the  National  Task  Force  to  orga¬ 
nize  the  new  National  Conference 
of  Financial  Resource  Development 
for  Children/Youth  Homes  and 
Agencies.  This  new  organization 
will  serve  all  youth  and  children’s 
agencies  of  all  religious,  secular  and 
independent  institutions.  The  Task 
Force  had  its  first  meeting  at  the 
end  of  April  in  Cincinnati. 
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A  disturbing  imbalance  'Habit'  is  key  to  meaningful  Bible  study 

Take  a  look  this  Sunday  at  the  latians  3:281  A  varipiv  nfaansarp  1  ' 


Take  a  look  this  Sunday  at  the 

-  male-female  ratio  of  the  people  who 
gather  for  worship  at  your  church. 

See  as  many  men  as  women? 

If  so,  congratulations.  Your  con¬ 
gregation  is  an  exception  to  a  dis¬ 
turbing  trend  among  mainline 
churches.  Men  are  a  diminishing 
percentage  of  those  actively  in- 
Xvolved  in  local  congregations. 

\<  The  June  issue  of  “The  Lutheran” 
C-  magazine  cites  a  survey  showing  that 
•y  59  percent  of  women  polled  attend 
church  weekly.  That  compares  to  45 
>: percent  for  men. 

X  The  female-male  ratio  for  U.S. 

adults  is  53  to  47  percent. 

>;  The  gap  is  significantly  wider 
among  United  Methodists.  A  well- 
X  known  church  consultant,  the  Rev. 
X  Lyle  Schaller,  has  reported  that  in 
;’:most  United  Methodist  churches, 

-  women  make  up  “well  over  60  per- 
.•  .cent”  of  adults  at  worship. 

;  ;  He  also  says  that  women  make  up 
:  70  to  80  percent  of  adult  partici- 
.  pants  in  Sunday  school  and  at  least 

-  80  percent  of  most  committees’ 
;  -membership. 

If  you’re  not  concerned  about 
'.-‘such  imbalances,  you  should  be. 
r :  But  that  isn’t  our  only  imbalance. 
1  -Far  more  men  than  women  contin¬ 
ue  to  hold  leadership  positions  in 
;the  church. 

5  Our  church  has  recognized  that 
L-this  imbalance  is  inconsistent  with 
xiscriptural  teachings  that  there’s  nei- 
riiher  male  nor  female  in  Christ  (Ga¬ 


latians  3:28).  A  variety  of  steps  are 
being  taken  across  our  church  to 
provide  equal  leadership  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  women. 

Ironically,  those  efforts  may  explain 
in  part  the  low  involvement  level  of 
men  in  local  churches. 

Needed  attempts  to  do  away  with 
male-female  distinctions  that  have 
buttressed  male  dominance  in  the 
church — such  as  sexist  language  in 
Scripture  and  sexist  interpretations  of 
male-female  roles — can  send  mislead¬ 
ing  messages  that  men’s  concerns  are 
low  priorities — or  even  unwelcome. 

Other  factors  partially  explain  the 
declining  percentage  of  men  in  the 
church.  One  example:  an  aging  church 
population.  Women  as  a  group  out¬ 
live  men  by  an  average  of  six  years. 

The  net  effect  of  such  factors:  im¬ 
ages  that  religion  is  more  important 
for  women  than  for  men  and  that 
the  church  is  more  an  institution 
for  women  than  for  men. 

As  Christians,  we  should  take  seri¬ 
ously  signs  that  we  are  excluding  or 
discounting  the  needs  and  concerns 
of  any  segment  of  people.  Statistics 
regarding  the  imbalanced  ratio  of 
men  to  women  participating  in  the 
church  offer  such  a  sign. 

What’s  the  ratio  of  active  men  to 
active  women  in  your  local  church? 

If  it  differs  much  from  the  53-47 
ratio  for  U.S.  society,  why? 

What  can/will  you  do  to  make 
your  church  fellowship  more  invit¬ 
ing  to  and  meaningful  for  men? 


The  June  9  editorial  dealing  with 
the  “user-friendliness"  of  the  Bible 
has  prompted  me  to  write. 

I  was  middle-aged  when  I  decided 
to  read  the  Bible  through  from  be¬ 
ginning  to  end.  I  really  had  no  other 
good  reason  except  my  mother  had 
read  the  Bible  through  for  the  first 
time  at  her  younger  sister’s  cradle  at 
age  7.  I  wanted  to  be  my  mother’s 
daughter. 

I  had  a  very  tough  going.  I 
planned  to  read  two  or  three  chap¬ 
ters  every  day,  but  there  were  too 
many  days  when  I  “didn’t  feel  like 
it.”  Even  if  I  forced  myself,  there 
were  times  when  I  was  reading 
words,  not  knowing  the  meaning. 

Then  the  Radio  Bible  Class  book¬ 
let  with  daily  devotions,  similar  to 
the  “Upper  Room,”  fell  into  my 
hands.  It  contained  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  reading  the  Bible  through 
in  one  year  and  daily  assignments. 

It  seemed  easier  to  read  with  the 
help  of  a  daily  plan.  Now  I  read  two 
or  three  chapters  of  the  Bible  on  my 
own  every  day.  I’ve  made  an  inter¬ 
esting  discovery:  All  that  was  need¬ 
ed  was  habit! 

1  am  reminded  of  the  words  of  the 
hymn,  “I  love  to  tell  the  story,  for 
those  who  know  it  best  are  hungering 
and  yearning  to  hear  it  like  the  rest.” 

The  more  I  read  it,  the  more  I 
love  it. 

Juta  Beauchamp 
Ashaway,  Rhode  Island 


Who's  he  to  judge? 

When  the  U.S.  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  ethics  committee  finds 
U.S.  Rep  Jim  Wright  guilty  of  67 
violations  of  its  “code  of  ethics,” 
who  is  the  Rev.  H.  Barry  Bailey  to 
judge  the  committee's  honesty  and 
integrity  (see  UMR,  June  9)? 

Jim  Wright  didn’t  leave  the  Con¬ 
gress  because  of  what  the  Congress 
did.  Jim  Wright  left  Congress  be¬ 
cause  of  what  Jim  Wright  did.  To 
say  or  imply  otherwise  is  neither 
fair  nor  truthful. 

Is  it  any  wonder  we  have  so  much 
corruption  in  government  when 
some  ministers  choose  to  ignore  it 
and  in  many  cases  condone  it? 

Of  course,  Jim  Wright  should  be 
forgiven,  but  he  shouldn’t  be  exon¬ 
erated — least  of  all  by  a  member  of 
the  clergy.  _.  ... 

John  D.  Ahlgren 
Marble,  Minnesota 

Thanks  for  large  print! 

Thanks  a  million  for  the  large 
print.  I  appreciate  the  larger  print 
and  things  in  color.  May  the  Lord 
keep  and  bless  you  always. 

Ophelia  Marshall 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

They  shouldn't  lose  jobs 

This  is  a  comment  about  a  June  2 
Faith  Watch  article.  It  deals  with 
the  evangelical  caucus’  charge 
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What  do  you  think? 


Action  by  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference  this  year  high¬ 
lighted  a  100-year-old  church  law  related  to  congregational  giv¬ 
ing.  That  law  allows  conferences  to  withhold  a  portion  of  pastors' 
salaries  and  pensions  when  their  congregations  don't  pay  pen¬ 
sion  and  benefit  apportionments  (see  related  story  elsewhere  in 


this  issue).  Do  you  think  your  pastor  should  "pay"  if  your  congre¬ 
gation  can't  or  won't  pay  its  apportionments  in  full?  Why  or  why 
not? 

Send  replies  to  Think,  c/o  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Faithfully  yours ; 


Ministers:  Take  thou  authority' — please! 


"Grant  us  wisdom,  grant  us  courage 
For  the  facing  of  this  hour. ...” 

Harry  Emerson  FosdicUwnighty 
.  words  faded  in  the 
late  spring  night  ^ 
air  as  I  walked*  —  w_ 
from  the  auditori-B, 
um  where  22  peo- 
pie  had  been^*' 
newly  ordained  to 
:  the  United  Meth- 

!;  odist  ministry. _ 

This  ordination  John  Lovelace 
^service  was  the  first  I  had  attended 
i;in  many  years. 

i;  [  had  forgotten  that  we  United 
Methodists  confront  our  ministers 


with  such  blunt  language  of  expec¬ 
tation  and  responsibility. 

Consider  these  words  from  the 
ordination  ritual: 

“Take  thou  authority  to  execute 
the  office  of  a  deacon  (or  an  elder) 
in  the  Church  of  God.  . . .  Take 
thou  authority  to  read  the  Holy 
Scriptures  in  the  Church  of  God 
and  to  preach  the  Word.  . . .  Faith¬ 
fully  exercise  the  authority  given 
you  by  God  and  the  church  to  pro¬ 
claim  God’s  word  and  to  serve 
God’s  people.” 

Those  are  strong  words! 

“Take  thou  authority  . . .  given 
you  by  God  and  the  Church. . . .” 

And  only  the  strong  had  better  re¬ 


ceive  them,  particularly  when  they 
are  intoned  to  individuals,  one  by 
one,  with  the  appropriate  laying  on 
of  hands. 

Must  we  who  are  not  ordained  al¬ 
ways  yield  to  that  authority? 

Not  at  all.  Authority  is  not  synon¬ 
ymous  with  perfection. 

But  I  will  say  this  to  those  22  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  hundreds  of  others  who 
accepted  identical  vows  during  an¬ 
nual  conference  sessions  this  year: 

I  will  welcome  and  respect  your 
authority  so  long  as  you  demon¬ 
strate  your  clear  and  certain  sense 
of  being  called  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
leadership  within  the  ministry  of  all 
baptized  Christians. 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Malachi  3:8) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  2 

Monday:  Psalms  44: 1  -8 
Tuesday:  Psalms  44:20-26 
Wednesday:  I  Kings  19:15-21 
Thursday:  Luke  9:46-48 
Friday:  Luke  9:5 1  -62 
Saturday:  Galatians  5:1,  13-15 
Sunday:  Galatians  5:16-25 


against  United  Methodist  agency 
staff  members  who  participated  in 
the  April  9  abortion  rights  rally. 

Good  News  officials  are  quite 
correct  in  quoting  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Social  Principles,  which  reject 
abortion  as  a  means  of  birth  control 
or  sex  selection. 

Unfortunately,  Good  News 
doesn’t  present  the  full  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  statement,  which  includes  the 
following:  “We  recognize  the  tragic 
conflicts  of  life  with  life  that  may 
justify  abortion  and  in  such  cases 
support  the  legal  option  of  abortion 
under  proper  medical  procedures.” 

That  wording  is  deliberately  am- 

Here  I  Stand = 


biguous.  It  leaves  the  final  decision 
regarding  an  abortion  where  it  be¬ 
longs:  with  the  people  involved.  But 
there  is  no  such  ambiguity  in  the  sup¬ 
port  of  abortion  as  a  legal  option. 

These  people  represented  the  So¬ 
cial  Principles  of  our  denomination. 
They  shouldn’t  lose  their  jobs  for 
their  actions.  More  United  Method¬ 
ists  should  be  willing  to  take  a  stand 
for.their  convictions. 

Rob  Kolter 
Decatur,  Georgia 
Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Popular  music  provides 
way  to  minister  to  youth 


Any  apparent  lack  of  certainty  re¬ 
garding  that  call  will  render  your  ef¬ 
forts  difficult  if  not  impossible. 

My  prayer  for  all  of  us  is:  Deliver 
us  from  uncertainty.  Take  thou  au¬ 
thority! 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Mr.  Lovelace  is  managing  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“When  Christ  who  is  our  life  ap¬ 
pears,  then  you  also  will  appear 
with  him  in  glory.” 


By  JON  MICHAEL  SPENCER 

“Theomusicology”  is  a  word  I 
coined  to  describe  a  scholarly  field 
of  research  I  am  attempting  to  de¬ 
velop  and  codify:  musicology  as  a 
theologically  informed  discipline. 

The  theomusicology  conference  1 
held  at  Duke  Divinity  School  April 
7-8  attempted  to  illustrate  that 
theomusicology  isn’t  only  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  theology  of  sacred 
music  but  also  of  secular  music. 

Lectures  were  given  on  the  music 
of  Thelonius  Monk,  James  Brown, 

Marvin  Gaye,  Stevie  Wonder,  Mi¬ 
chael  Jackson,  A1  Green,  Prince  and 
the  rap  group  Run-D.M.C. 

A  number  of  people  throughout 
the  country  who  read  news  stories 
announcing  the  conference  (but  who 
didn’t  actually  attend  it)  have  se¬ 
verely  criticized  theomusicology  for 
suggesting  that  the  sometime  porno¬ 
graphic  music  of  rock  artist  Prince  is 
worth  studying  theologically. 

In  the  long  run,  positive  change 
can  be  brought  about  in  forms  of 
popular  music  believed  to  be  moral¬ 
ly  injurious. 

However,  that  will  never  occur  if 
the  posture  of  the  church  continues 
to  be  the  sort  of  dogged  resolution 
expressed  by  some  of  these  critics. 

Those  who  protest  the  status  quo 
will  only  become  more  disdainful  of 
the  church  and  more  resolute  in  their 
praise  of  the  Princes  of  the  world. 

The  critics  of  this  aspect  of  theo¬ 
musicology  no  doubt  would  have 
found  the  conference  lecture  on  the 
music  and  person  of  Prince  to  have 
been  “bad  stewardship.”  The  lec¬ 
turer  didn’t  forthrightly  denounce 
Prince. 

However,  theomusicology  boldly 
maintains  that  the  lecturer’s  non-judg- 
mental  “descriptive”  essay  on  Prince 
is  emblematic  of  “good  stewardship.” 

As  a  prologue  to  the  lecture,  the 
speaker  told  the  conference  atten¬ 
dants  that  he  had  used  the  essay  to 
address  the  problems  of  human  sex¬ 
uality  with  the  youths  and  young 
adults  of  the  rural  North  Carolina 

What  others  are  saying: 

“No  church  will  go  very  far  with¬ 
out  the  assistance  of  the  lay  mem¬ 
bers.  Nor  will  it  go  far  without  the 
spiritual  and  administrative  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  minister.  It  takes  the  two 
working  together — TEAMWORK.” 

— George  May,  Memphis  Annual 
Conference  lay  leader 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con- 
cerns  about  issues  It  1 
facing  the  church. 

Dr.  Jon  Michael 
Spencer  is  a  profes¬ 
sor  at  The  Divinity  I  _ _ 

School,  Duke  University,  Durham,  VC., 
and  a  member  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


church  of  which  he  was  pastor  for 
several  years. 

The  parishioners  read  the  essay 
and  candidly  discussed  Prince’s 
ideas  about  sexuality,  which  served 
the  pastor  as  an  inroad  to  compar¬ 
ing  the  church's  views  of  sexuality 
with  Prince’s  perspective. 

Had  the  pastor  given  his  parishio¬ 
ners  the  impression  that  even  before 
the  discourse  had  begun  he  was  going 
to  dogmatically  denounce  any  ideas 
about  sexuality  other  than  those  pro¬ 
moted  by  the  church,  then  he  never 
would  have  succeeded  in  generating 
the  much-needed  discussion. 

None  of  us  theomusicologists  are 
suggesting  that  the  church  ordain 
Prince  or  any  other  popular  musi¬ 
cian  nor  that  it  ought  to  adopt  their 
theological  views. 

What  theomusicology  is  saying  is 
that  any  unrelenting  rejection  of  the 
person  and  music  of  popular  per¬ 
formers  renders  such  critics  insensi¬ 
tive  to  discerning  what  about  these 
performers  so  many  youths  and 
young  adults  (otherwise  good  Chris¬ 
tians)  like. 

Theomusicology  is  concerned  with 
gleaning  theological  meaning  from 
popular  music  culture  and  the  subse¬ 
quent  initiation  of  scholarly  dialogue. 

Then  the  church  can  employ  this 
data  to  promote  dialogue  with  those 
to  whom  it  wishes  to  minister. 


“Ours  is  a  complex,  confusing  and 
incredibly  fascinating  time  into 
which  we  are  called  to  be  the  church. 
We  know  it  is  not  always  easy  to  ful¬ 
fill  that  calling.  But  we  also  know 
that  along  life’s  way  there  are  times, 
if  only  for  a  moment,  that  we 
glimpse  the  holy  and  we  understand 
there  is  no  calling  more  sacred.” 

— The  Rev.  Mary  Kraus,  dean  of  the 
cabinet,  Baltimore  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence 


“It  is  the  right  of  every  family  in 
our  country  to  own  a  Bible,  and  we 
consider  the  Bible  the  main  book  of 
humanity.” 

— Terje  Hartberg,  United  Bible  So¬ 
cieties,  quoting  the  atheist  director 
of  a  Soviet  cultural  institute 
*  *  * 

“We  are  called  by  the  living  Lord 
to  take  individual  responsibility  for 
evangelism  in  the  life  of  the  church. 
The  first  step  is  to  do  something — 
anything — that  is  designed  to  help 
include  others  in  our  family  of  faith. 
Some  of  our  efforts  may  be  embar¬ 
rassingly  inadequate,  but  we  will  fail 
only  if  we  do  nothing,  give  up  or  re¬ 
fuse  to  learn  from  our  mistakes. 

— The  Rev.  Dwight  R.  Blackstock, 
Presbyterian  pastor,  Littleton,  Colo. 


Chapter  Verse 


EVANGELISM? 

Evangelism  is  "bringing  the  good  news."  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  "good  news" 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter,"  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your,  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


COURT  RULINGS:  Rulings  by  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  affirmative  action  cases 
handed  down  recently  have 
been  sharply  criticized  by  the 
United  Methodist  minister 
who  heads  the  Southern  Chris¬ 
tian  Leadership  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery  of 
Cascade  United  Methodist. 

Church  in  Atlanta  said  the  j 
court’s  ruling  in  an  Alabama 
firefighters'  case  is  an  attempt  loseph  E.  Lowery 
“to  hide  racism  under  a  cloak  of  legalism.”  Jus¬ 
tice  Harry  E.  Blackmun,  the  only  United  Meth¬ 
odist  on  the  court,  dissented  in  the  decision. 

KAMPUCHEAN  CONFLICT:  a 

U.S.  plan  to  give  military  aid  to  “non-commu¬ 
nist"  groups  in  Kampuchea  is  counterproduc¬ 
tive  to  peace  in  the  region,  said  a  staff  official  of 
United  Methodism’s  social-action  agency.  The 
Rev.  Robert  McClean  urged  members  of  a  Sen¬ 
ate  subcommittee  to  oppose  the  plan.  Several 
Kampuchean  factions,  including  the  communist 
Khmer  Rouge,  are  vying  to  take  power  in  the 
country  when  Vietnam  withdraws  troops  sup¬ 
porting  the  present  government. 

TORNADO  AFTERMATH:  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  summer  program  is  targeted  at 
helping  youth  in  tornado- 
devastated  Saragosa,  Texas, 
break  the  cycle  of  poverty, 
said  the  Rev.  Larry  Cas-  1  'V  ’| 

tillo-Wilson.  The  West  Tex- 
as  community  was  nearly 
wiped  out  by  a  tornado  y\ 

May  22,  1987.  The  program 
includes  recreation  and 
counseling  sessions  each  Larry  Castillo-Wilson 
week  through  Aug.  1 7  and  a  tour  that  focuses  on 
United  Methodist  and  interfaith  relief  efforts 
after  the  tornado. 

CARIBBEAN  MISSION:  Officials 

with  United  Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission 
and  the  Methodist  Church  of  the  Caribbean  and 
the  Americas  have  agreed  to  “a  systematic  pro¬ 
cess  of  identification  and  prioritizing  of  work 
teams  and  individual  projects.”  That’s  the  word 
from  Pat  Wagner,  a  Volunteers  in  Mission  field 
representative  from  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  The  Caribbean  church’s  approved  project 
listing  will  be  distributed  to  jurisdictional  and 
national  church  offices. 

CHRISTIAN  FICTION:  Bristol 

Books,  a  publishing  house  related  to  the  Good 
News  evangelical  caucus  in  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  has  launched  a  new  contemporary 
Christian  fiction  series  with  “Baby  Blue  Marble,” 
by  Cynthia  Lanning.  James  Robb,  Bristol  Books 
executive  editor,  said  the  series  has  developed  “a 
new  genre  of  fiction  [to]  speak  to  issues  ranging 
from  abortion  to  workaholism  to  materialism,  all 
in  a  Christian  context  and  without  preaching.” 

OPPOSITION  GROWING:  if  the 

Rev.  Arie  Brouwer  remains  at  the  helm  of  the 
National  Council  of  gg!)l 
Churches,  he  will  do  so 
against  the  apparent  wishes 
of  leaders  of  the  ecumenical 
agency’s  largest  member  de¬ 
nominations,  said  Bishop 
Herbert  Chilstrom  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America.  He  said 
none  of  seven  leaders  who  Herbert  Chilstrom 
took  part  in  a  conference  call  earlier  this  month 
voiced  support  for  Dr.  Brouwer.  Bishop  Chil¬ 
strom  said  that  includes  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area). 

INDIA  MISSIONARY:  Mark  Buntain, 
Assemblies  of  God  missionary  who  established 
major  educational  and  medical  institutions  in  In¬ 
dia  during  35  years  of  service  there,  died  in  Cal¬ 
cutta  of  a  brain  hemorrhage  June  3  at  age  66.  He 
started  12  schools,  a  120-bed  hospital  with  daily 
outpatient  services  for  2,000  people  and  an  edu¬ 
cation  center  for  2,500  high  school  and  junior  col¬ 
lege  students.  His  Calcutta  Mission  of  Mercy 
feeds  the  students  and  more  than  2,000  women 
and  children  who  live  nearby. 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  News  Reports 
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Pastors  could  pay  UM  costs  if  churches  don't 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Suppose  your  congregation  runs  short 
of  money  and  holds  back  some  of  your 
fair-share  payment  for  United  Methodist 
ministries  beyond  your  local  church. 

No  big  deal,  right? 

Wrong. 

Although  most  United  Methodist  lay- 
people  aren’t  aware  of  it,  failing  to  pay 
full  apportionments  each  year  could 
jeopardize  their  pastors’  salaries  and, 
eventually,  their  pensions. 

Action  by  one  of  the  church’s  72  U.S. 
annual  conferences  this  year  highlighted 
a  100-year-old  church  law  allowing  con¬ 
ferences  to  trim  pastors’  salaries  and  pen¬ 
sions  when  pension  and  benefit 
apportionments  go  unpaid. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  which  includes  churches  in  Colorado, 
Utah  and  part  of  Montana,  has  mandated  a 
three-year  missional  covenant  to  get  all  266 
of  its  congregations  paying  1 00  percent  of 
their  apportionments  by  1991. 

Only  47  percent  did  so  in  1988. 

Apportionments  finance  most  minis¬ 
tries  of  United  Methodist  districts,  annu¬ 
al  conferences,  jurisdictional  conferences 
and  denominationwide  agencies. 

Rocky  Mountain’s  covenant  requires 
the  conference’s  council  on  finance  and 
administration  and  board  of  pensions  to 
review  congregations  that  don’t  pay  their 
apportionments. 

Penalties  the  boards  can  exact  for  fail¬ 
ure  to  pay  include  enforcing  the  “propor¬ 
tional  payment”  clause  of  The  Book  of 
Discipline,  the  collection  of  denomina¬ 
tional  laws. 

Discipline  Paragraph  737.4  says  that 
when  a  local  congregation  doesn’t  pay  its 
fair  share  of  pension  and  benefit  appor¬ 
tionments,  the  pastor’s  salary  and  pen¬ 
sion  can  be  reduced  in  proportion  to  the 
unpaid  balance. 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area),  ear¬ 
lier  this  year  in  a  speech  at  UM-related 
Iliff  School  of  Theology,  backed  penaliz¬ 
ing  the  salaries  and  pensions  of  pastors 
whose  churches  don’t  pay  denomination¬ 
al  askings  (see  UMR,  Feb.  10). 

Rocky  Mountain  pastors  approved  the 
missional  covenant  but  are  uncertain  of 


the  potential  penalties,  said  the  Rev.  J. 
Charles  Schuster  of  Boulder,  Colo.  He  is 
chairman  of  the  conference  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry. 

“It  hasn’t  yet  become  a  clergy  morale 
issue,"  Mr.  Schuster  said.  “It  will  de¬ 
pend,  1  think,  on  how  it’s  administered.” 

The  Rev.  Clifford  S.  Drake,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 


Administration,  explained  the  provision’s 
rationale:  “We’re  all  engaged  in  a  common 
ministry,  and  we  share  in  the  common  sup¬ 
port — and  in  the  lack  of  support.” 

The  Rev.  James  F.  Parker,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  General  Board  of  Pensions,  es¬ 
timated  that  three-fourths  of  annual 
conferences  “go  through  the  ritual”  of  re¬ 
viewing  local-church  payments  to  see  if 


the  proportional  rule  should  be  enforced. 
Few  actually  enforce  it,  he  added. 

Mr.  Parker  said  “95  percent  of  the  cler¬ 
gy”  are  aware  of  the  proportional  pay¬ 
ment  provision. 

“Most  clergy  are  affirming  of  it,  but 
some  refer  to  it  as  a  ‘club,’  ”  Mr.  Parker 
said.  “Maybe  we  need  a  similar  club  over 
some  of  our  other  apportionments.” 


Pinching  pennies 

Here’s  what  some  annual  conferences  are 
doing  to  adjust  their  finances: 

Troy  Conference  (northern  New  York  and 
Vermont):  Declared  a  “year  of  jubilee,” 
“forgave”  unpaid  apportionments  through  1988. 

Florida:  Approved  a  $14.9  million  budget, 
appointed  a  special  committee  to  determine 
financial  resources  and  management. 

Central  Texas:  Adopted  a  $5.76  million 
budget  with  voluntary  salary  cut  voted  by  district 
superintendents  and  cabinet  staff. 

Wisconsin:  Cut  budget  this  spring  to  cover  a 
$400,000  deficit.  Trimmed  another  $500,000 
for  a  $6.5  million  1990  budget. 

Alaska  Missionary:  Changed  its  formula  to 
assess  congregations  on  a  basis  of  Vz 
membership  and  %  local  expenses. 

South  Indiana:  With  reserves  dwindled 
to  $68,000,  adopted  a  “hold-even”  budget 
of  $8.5  million. 


Source:  Newscope 
UMR  ART 


Bishop  blasts  mission  group 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 


In  1988,  United  Methodists 
sent  13,479  contributions  av¬ 
eraging  $120.66  to  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists,  according 
to  the  society’s  figures. 

That’s  more  than  $1.6  million. 

Such  generosity  has  a  “tragic 
dimension,”  one  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  said  recently. 


Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New 
York  Area)  said  the  Mission 
Society  is,  in  effect,  encourag¬ 
ing  United  Methodists  to 
“abandon”  the  evangelization 
efforts  of  overseas  churches 
supported  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  official  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Mission  Society  officials 
deny  the  charge,  saying  they 
never  encourage  congregations 
not  to  pay  their  fair-share  mis- 


Latinos  back  society 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Is  the  unofficial  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  for  United  Methodists  sow¬ 
ing  dissension  among  Methodist 
bodies  in  Latin  America? 

Some  leaders  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Council  of  Methodist 
Churches  in  Latin  America — or 
CIEMAL — say  that  is  the  case. 

But,  Methodist  officials  in 
three  Latin  American  countries 
.  cited  by  CIEMAL  say  that’s  not 
true  where  they  are. 

Costa  Rican  Bishop  Roberto 
Diaz,  a  member  of  CIEMAL, 
said,  “It  is  totally  untrue  that 
they  [Mission  Society]  are  caus¬ 
ing  division  in  our  church  here 
in  Costa  Rica.” 


Cecilia  Hernandez,  head  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Co¬ 
lombia,  said,  “At  no  time  has 
any  division  in  our  church  been 
caused  by  our  relationship  with 
the  Mission  Society.” 

In  Brazil,  the  6th  region’s  mis¬ 
sion  coordinator.  Norival  Trin- 
dade,  told  the  Mission  Society 
that  its  assistance  in  a  mission 
thrust  into  Paraguay  “was  God’s 
answer  to  our  constant  prayers.” 

The  Mission  Society  helped 
establish  a  Methodist  church  in 
Asunscion  (see  UMR.  Oct.  14). 

Mission  Society  President 
H.T.  Maclin  Jr.  said  his  group 
responds  only  to  requests  from 
official  heads  of  churches. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


sion  apportionments. 

The  five-year-old  Mission 
Society  budget  of  slightly  more 
than  $2  million  supports  58 
missionaries  in  15  countries. 

Bishop  White’s  accusation, 
made  at  the  New  York  Annual 
Conference  session,  marked  the 
second  time  in  recent  weeks 
that  an  episcopal  leader  has 
criticized  the  Mission  Society. 

Bishop  White  also  said  part¬ 
ner  churches  ask  for  “doctors, 
nurses,  skilled  people  to  train 
their  counterparts.  But  they’re 
not  asking  for  American 
preacher-evangelists.” 

Mission  Society  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  Julia  Williams  said  that 
while  its  missionaries  “tell 
people  about  Christ,”  most  are 
not  preacher-evangelists. 

The  society's  missionaries, 
like  those  of  the  official  board, 
includes  doctors,  nurses,  edu¬ 
cators,  builders,  and  other 
skilled  people,  she  said. 

Bishop  White  said  a  prima¬ 
ry  mission  emphasis  should  be 
to  support  indigenous  evange¬ 
lists  who  are  better  equipped 
than  U.S.  missionaries  to  pen¬ 
etrate  areas  where  Methodists 
have  no  mission  work. 

Ms.  Williams  said  many 
Mission  Society  missionaries 
support  indigenous  pastors 
and  evangelists. 


'Mega-churches'  attract  j 
baby  boomers,  book  says 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— If  more  than  350 
people  worship  at  your  church  each 
week,  your  congregation  belongs  to 
an  elite  group. 

Only  3.5  percent  of  37,641  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  the 
United  States  fall  into  that  category. 

And,  because  of  their  size,  those 
congregations  have  a  better  chance 
of  attracting  members  from  the 
"baby  boomer”  generation — people 
born  between  1946  and  1964 — than 
smaller  churches. 

That's  one  message  in  a  book  re¬ 
leased  this  month  by  Discipleship 
Resources,  publishing  arm  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

In  “The  Large  Membership 
Church,  ”  the  Revs.  Warren  J.  Hart¬ 
man  and  Robert  L.  Wilson  contend 


that  large  congregations  “may  be  to 
the  late  20th  century  what  the  rjral 
circuit  and  village  church  were  tojhe 
early  19th  century  and  the  urban 
neighborhood  congregation  was!  to 
the  first  half  of  the  20th  century.” ! 

Drs.  Hartman  and  Wilson  urge 
United  Methodist  leaders  to  pr|an 
for  supporting  large  congregations 
better.  At  present,  they  point  dut, 
the  denomination  puts  more  em¬ 
phasis  on  supporting  small-mem¬ 
bership  congregations. 

The  authors  define  a  large  church 
as  one  with  an  average  worshiplat- 
tendance  of  more  than  350  people. 
Around  1.250  United  Metholist 
congregations  fit  that  description-. 

While  the  number  of  such  congre¬ 
gations  is  small,  they  include  a  ma¬ 
jor  proportion  of  members  and 
worshipers,  according  to  the  study 
on  which  the  new  book  was  based. 
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What’s  the  best  way  to  keep 
up  with  Native  American 
ministries  and  concerns  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church? 

Subscribe  to 

Echo  of  the  Four  Winds. 

Only  S 10  annually.  Published  six  times  a  year.  Send  your  check  to: 
Echo  of  the  Four  Winds,  Melba  Abrams,  Editor, 
Native  American  International  Caucus  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  12111  E.  Olive  St.,  Norwalk,  CA 
90650,  (213)  929-3710 


.  Amount  enclosed 


Name_ 
Address  _ 
City,  State  _ 


Conferences  thanked  for 
missions — 150  years  later 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Managing  Editor 

United  Methodists  in  the  Tennes¬ 
see  and  Mississippi  annual  confer¬ 
ences  received  greetings  recently 
from  an  unlikely  source. 

The  letters  came  from  a  congrega¬ 
tion  in  what  was  for  nine  years — 
1836-45 — the  Republic  of  Texas — 
Columbia  United  Methodist  Church 
in  West  Columbia,  Texas  (Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

The  650-member  congregation, 
founded  in  1839,  is  celebrating  its 
sesquicentennial. 

Its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Fred  T.  Lang, 
wrote  the  Tennessee  and  Mississip¬ 
pi  conferences  to  express  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  work  of  the  Rev.  Isaac 
L.G.  Strickland. 


That  traveling  elder  from  Tennes¬ 
see  was  one  of  six  men  assigned  in 
1 838  to  a  Texas  mission. 

What  prompted  sending, the  six 
Methodist  preachers  to  Texas  is  a 
bit  of  Texas  history  in  itself. 

William  B.  Travis,  commander  of 
the  Alamo  when  it  fell  to  the  Mexi¬ 
can  Army  in  1836  and  a  Methodist, 
wrote  to  the  “New  York  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal,”  saying: 

“I  regret  that  the  Methodist 
Church,  with  its  excellent  itinerant 
system,  which  has  sent  pioneers  of 
the  Gospel  into  almost  every  desti¬ 
tute  portion  of  the  globe,  should 
have  neglected  so  long  this  interest¬ 
ing  country.” 

Bishop  Thomas  Asbury  Morris 
responded  by  appointing  the  six 
men  to  the  Texas  Mission  District. 
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Bishop  speaks  against  drugs 

BOSTON — United  Methodist  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston 
Area)  speaks  at  City  Hall  Plaza  as  part  of  a  "Boston  Against  Drugs" 
(BAD)  rally.  Keynote  speaker  was  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson.  Gov.  Mi¬ 
chael  Dukakis  was  among  other  leaders  at  the  rally. 
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connections 

VOLUNTEERS  IN  MISSION:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission  kick  off 
their  regional  meetings  next  week.  The  sessions 
begin  July  7-9  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  Other  dates  and  loca¬ 
tions  are:  North  Central  Jurisdiction,  Aug.  24- 
27,  North  Webster,  Ind.;  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  Aug.  31 -Sept.  3,  Mount  Sequoyah 
Assembly,  Fayetteville,  Ark.;  Northeastern  Ju¬ 
risdiction,  Oct.  4-6,  Camp  Casowasco,  N.Y.; 
Western  Jurisdiction,  Nov.  9-12,  Camp 
Wrightwood,  Ontario,  Calif. 

PARISH  CONSULTANT:  The  Rev 

Lyle  E.  Schaller,  known  as  a  church-growth  con¬ 
sultant,  has  taken  a  post  with  the  J.M.  Ormond 
Center  for  Research  and  De¬ 
velopment  at  the  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity  Divinity  School  in 
Durham.  N.C.  Mr.  Schaller,  a 
United  Methodist,  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  at  least  three  dozen 
books,  including  “Reflections 
of  a  Contrarian:  Second 
Thoughts  on  the  Parish  Minis¬ 
try."  The  Ormond  Center  pro-  Lyie  E.  Schaller 
vides  planning  and  research  services,  training 
for  ministerial  students  and  studies  on  rural 
United  Methodist  churches  in  North  Carolina. 

YOUTH  MINISTRY:  In  and  Out 

With  You  . . .  th!”  is  the  theme  for  the  biennial 
convocation  of  the  United  Methodist  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization.  The  meeting's 
slated  for  July  31-Aug.  4  at  Iowa  State  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Ames.  Coordinator  Jack  Harrison  said  that 
at  least  300  youths  and  adult  leaders  represent¬ 
ing  the  72  annual  conferences  in  the  United 
States  are  expected.  Sessions  are  designed  to 
provide  opportunities  for  spiritual  growth  and 
leadership  training  as  well  as  forums  where 
youths  can  voice  convictions  on  issues  of  inter¬ 
est.  Popularly  known  as  “NYMO,”  the  sponsor- 
ing  organization  is  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

COMMUNICATIONS  MEET:  Next 

year's  “once-a-decade”  Religious  Communica¬ 
tions  Congress  is  to  explore  the  power  of  com¬ 
munications  in  shaping  values,  influencing 
national  destinies,  effecting  change  and  molding 
culture.  The  congress  is  to  run  April  18-22,  1990, 
in  Nashville.  At  least  50  religious  communica¬ 
tion  organizations  are  planning  the  gathering.  It 
is  to  feature  1 00  workshops  and  seminars. 

EDUCATIONAL  PIONEER:  The 

Rev.  Grant  S.  Shockley,  professor  of  Christian 
education  and  director  of  black  church  affairs  at 
Duke  University  Divinity  School  in  Durham, 
N.C.,  has  retired  after  a  pioneering  career  in 
United  Methodist  institutions.  He  has  taught  at 
six  colleges  and  was  president  of  the  Interde¬ 
nominational  Theological  Center  in  Atlanta  and 
Phila'nder-Smith  College  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Dr.  Shockley  was  also  the  first  black  appointed 
to  a  full  professorship  in  a  school  related  to 
what  was  then  The  Methodist  Church. 

UM  CHURCH  HONORED:  Smith- 

field  Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  was  among  six  congregations  recently 
recognized  for  more-than- 100-years’  participa¬ 
tion  in  Worship  Directory.  That’s  a  service  of 
Philadelphia-based  Religion  in  American  Life. 
The  directory  provides  a  list  of  nearby  religious 
services  to  hotels  and  motels.  Religion  in  Amer¬ 
ican  Life  represents  individuals,  corporations 
and  50  religious  groups.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  supports  the  organization  through  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications,  which  provides 
$22,500  annually. 

FROM  A  DIFFERENT  VIEW:  a 

book  intended  to  provide  insights  about  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  “different  from  or  more  than  what  is  on 
the  evening  news”  has  been  published  by  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Ethel  Bom,  a 
United  Methodist  laywoman  from  Salem,  Va., 
wrote  the  volume,  entitled  “A  Tangled  Web:  A 
Search  for  Answers  to  the  Question  of  Palestine.” 

CIRCUIT  RIDERS:  United  Methodists 
in  the  West  will' be  riding  the  range  this  sum¬ 
mer,  “sharing  the  Good  News  of  God’s  love” 
along  the  way.  But  they  won’t  be  on  horseback. 
They’ll  be  on  bikes.  The  rides  will  be  part  of  the 
fifth  annual  Intergenerational  Bike  Camp  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  Twenty  bikers  ranging  in  age  from 
pre-teens  to  late  60s  are  expected  to  ride  683 
miles  from  Salt  Lake  City  to  Denver  Aug.  1-13. 
Local  churches  will  sponsor  the  riders  through 
pledges  and  donations.  Proceeds  will  be  used 
for  missions  in  Mozambique  and  starting  new 
churches  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  conference. 


IRAN-CONTRA  PROBE:  Two  dozen 

leaders  of  national  religious  groups  have  called 
for  a  new  congressional  investigation  into  the 
Iran-contra  affair.  Joyce  V.  Hamlin,  legislative 
affairs  secretary  for  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  is  among  those  requesting  the  inquiry. 
The  religious  leaders  want  lawmakers  to  look 
into  allegations  of  direct  involvement  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  as  part  of  the  new  probe. 
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Two  United  Methodists  'make  a  difference' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

When  President  Bush  an¬ 
nounced  a  new  national  program 
last  week  to  encourage  Americans 
to  “make  a  difference  in  somebody 
else’s  life,”  two  United  Methodists 
laypeople  were  on  hand  as  exam¬ 
ples  of  that  challenge. 


Dale  Hawkins  Long  of  Gar¬ 
land,  Texas,  and  Nancy  Ross  of 
Canton,  Ohio,  took  part  in  a 
White  House  ceremony  June  21 
to  promote  the  president’s 
"Youth  Engaged  in  Service  to 
America  Initiative.” 

The  program  calls  for  creating 
a  foundation  over  four  years  with 
$100  million  in  federal  money, 


matched  with  private  donations 
for  community  service  projects. 

Mr.  Long  and  Ms.  Ross  attend¬ 
ed  the  ceremony  as  National  Big 
Brother  and  Big  Sister  of  the  year 
(see  related  stories). 

President  Bush  hailed  them  as 
examples  of  Americans  with  a 
commitment  to  volunteerism. 

The  Big  Brother/Big  Sister  pro¬ 


gram,  funded  nationally  through 
private  sources,  matches  nearly 
64,000  adult  volunteers  with 
some  110,000  children  ages  6  to 
1 6  from  single-parent  homes. 

Special  program  initiatives  at 
local  agencies  deal  with  child 
abuse  prevention,  service  to  the 
disabled,  drug  and  alcohol  abuse, 
and  teen  pregnancy  prevention. 


As  additional  portions  of  their 
national  honors,  in  April  Mr. 
Long  and  Ms.  Ross  were  chosen 
this  year’s  “Prince  Matchabelli 
National  Heroes.” 

They  were  also  recognized  dur¬ 
ing  the  closing  banquet  of  Big 
Brothers/Big  Sisters  of  America 
National  Conference  in  Norfolk, 
Va.,  June  23. 


Big  Sister: 

' Live  out 
your  faith ' 


Big  Brother: 

' One-to-one ' 
is  the  secret 


Reporter  Staff  Special 


Reporter  Staff  Special 


“Youths  today  have  no  better 
role  models  than  Christians  real¬ 
ly  being  a  Christian.” 

That’s  advice  from  Nancy 
Ross,  the  National  Big  Sister  for 
1989  and  a  member  of  Church  of 
the  Lakes  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Canton,  Ohio. 

Ms.  Ross  thinks  that  it  is  critical 
for  local  congregations  that  want 
to  help  neighborhood  youth. 

“It’s  more  important  just  to  be 
a  Christian  and  show  young  peo¬ 
ple  how  you  live  out  your  faith,” 
she  said. 

When  Ms.  Ross  joined  the  Big 
Sister  program  four  years  ago,  she 
was  matched  with  Ruth  Wallace 
of  Massillon,  Ohio. 

A  fourth  grade  teacher  at  Can¬ 
ton’s  Beach  City  Elementary 
School,  Ms.  Ross  told  the  Report¬ 
er  she  became  involved  with  Big 
Brothers/Big  Sisters  of  America 
because  “it  was  apparent  that 
what  a  child  learns  at  home  affects 
how  well  they  do  in  school.” 

“So  I  joined  the  organization  to 
make  a  difference  in  a  child’s  life,” 
she  said.  “Now  people  say,  I  did.” 
—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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Christian  volunteers  receive  national  honor 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.— Two  active  United  Methodists,  Dale  Long  of  Garland,  Texas,  and  Nancy 
Ross  of  Canton,  Ohio,  were  honored  at  the  White  House  last  week.  Mr.  Long  (second  from 
right)  and  Ms.  Ross  (second  from  left)  are  the  National  Big  Brother  and  Big  Sister  of  the  year. 
President  Bush  hailed  the  two  for  their  commitment  to  volunteerism.  With  them  are  the  young¬ 
sters  to  whom  they  are  linked— Ruth  Wallace  of  Massillon,  Ohio,  and  Michael  Johnson  of  Gar¬ 
land.  The  privately-funded  program  matches  nearly  64,000  adult  volunteers  with  some  1 10,000 
children  ages  6-16  from  single-parent  homes. 


“The  solution  to  youth  crime 
is  working  one-on-one  with 
youths,"  said  United  Methodist 
layman  Dale  Hawkins  Long. 

"That’s  why  I’m  trying  to  give 
my  little  brother,  Michael,  as 
much  direction  as  I  can,  because 
it’s  rough  for  black  kids  in  high 
school,  especially  black  males.” 

Mr.  Long,  a  member  of  Hamil¬ 
ton  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas,  was  named 
National  Big  Brother  for  1989. 

For  eight  years  he’s  been  a  “big 
brother”  to  17-year-old  Michael 
Johnson  of  Garland,  Texas,  also 
a  member  of  Hamilton  Park. 

As  the  president  of  Hamilton 
Park's  United  Methodist  Men, 
Mr.  Long  said  he  tries  to  be  a 
good  Christian  role  model  for  his 
“little  brother.” 

“After  doing  things  with  me 
and  going  to  Hamilton  Park,  Mi¬ 
chael  has  really  changed,”  he 
said.  "He’s  going  to  make  it!" 

Mr.  Long  said  he  believes  one 
reason  he  relates  so  well  to  young 
men  is  because  he  isn’t  afraid  to 
share  his  faith. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Church  leaders  recall  killing  of  South  African  youth 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Black  chil¬ 
dren  in  South  Africa  “do  not 
have  childhoods,”  said  Mpho 
Tutu,  daughter  of  Anglican  Arch¬ 
bishop  Desmond  M.  Tutu. 

“They  know  death  long  before 
they  are  accustomed  to  life.” 


Ms.  Tutu  spoke  during  a  recent 
service  commemorating  the  13th 
anniversary  of  killings  in  the  South 
African  township  of  Soweto. 

South  African  police  shot  hun¬ 
dreds  of  blacks,  mainly  children, 
during  a  non-violent  protest. 

Scores  of  United  Methodists 
took  part  in  the  two-day  obser¬ 


vance  in  Washington. 

Jung  Soon  Bergmann  and 
William  Hairston,  elected  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
were  among  church  leaders  who 
lobbied  their  senators  June  1 6. 

The  two  United  Methodists 
were  supporting  a  comprehen¬ 


sive  sanctions  bill  introduced  in 
both  houses  of  Congress. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  C. 
Dale  White  (New  York  Area)  was 
among  44  people  arrested  June 
1 7  near  the  White  House  as  they 
hung  placards  bearing  names  of 
apartheid  victims  on  a  fence. 

All  those  arrested  were  charged 


with  demonstrating  without  a 
permit,  a  misdemeanor  that 
could  carry  a  $50  fine. 

Earlier  that  day,  Bishop  White 
and  Ressie  Bass  of  Miami,  Fla., 
vice  president  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  helped  lead  prayers 
against  apartheid. 


Pakistani  pastor's  wife  starts 
school  for  retarded  children 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

A  school  started  by  a  pastor’s  wife  in  Pakistan 
gives  United  Methodists  a  way  to  help  mentally 
disabled  children  in  Asia. 

The  Dar  U1  Khushnud  Center  for  Mentally 
Handicapped  Children  in  Karachi  is  an  approved 
project  of  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

The  center  is  owned  by  the  Church  of  Paki¬ 
stan  and  affiliated  with  The  United  Methodist 
Church  through  the  World  Division  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  school  was  founded  in  1979  in  the  home 
of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Azariah. 

Now  head  of  the  Raiwind  Diocese  in  Lahore, 
Pakistan,  Bishop  Azariah  was  then  a  local  pas¬ 
tor  in  Karachi,  the  nation’s  capital. 

His  wife,  Khushnud,  a  graduate  of  Trinity 
Theological  College  in  Singapore,  is  given  credit 
for  the  school’s  success. 

It  was  her  dream  to  offer  professional  therapy 
and  Christian  love  to  mentally  disabled  Pakistani 
children. 

Thus,  the  name  Dar  U1  Khushnud,  which 
means  "house  of  happiness”  in  Urdu,  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Pakistan. 

Mrs.  Azariah  had  attended  special-education 
seminars  in  Japan.  The  Japanese  school  became 
so  interested  in  her  dream  for  a  center  that  it 
sent  teachers  to  Karachi  to  help  establish  the 
center  and  train  local  Pakistani  teachers. 

Some  10  years  later,  the  school  has  a  full  staff 
and  a  new  principal. 

Enrollment  has  increased  to  55,  and  Dar  Ul 
Khushnud  is  in  a  new  facility  worth  an  estimat¬ 
ed  $150,000. 

Last  August.  Bishop  Arne  Rudvin  of  the  Ka¬ 
rachi  Diocese  officiated  as  hundreds  of  parents 
and  community  leaders  attended  the  grand 
opening  of  the  first  floor. 

Plans  are  underway  to  complete  the  building 


KARACHI,  Pakistan — Teaching  a  child  how 
to  count  takes  love  and  patience,  especially 
if  that  child  is  mentally  disabled.  With 
United  Methodist  Advance  gifts  to  the  Dar 
Ul  Khushnud  Center  for  Mentally  Handi¬ 
capped  Children,  the  Church  of  Pakistan 
can  educate  more  of  these  children  in  a 
Christian  environment. 


m 

Partnership 
in  Missions 

AUmCE 

No  gift  too  small 

and  purchase  another  school  van,  shooting  for 
enrollment  of  140. 

Gifts  to  support  the  “Dar  Ul  Khushnud  Cen¬ 
ter  for  the  Mentally  Handicapped”  can  be  sent 
via  any  annual  conference  treasurer  and  desig¬ 
nated  for  Advance  No.  008748-OD-N. 


UMs  urge  new  links  with  Vietnam 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Two  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  officials  are  urging  the  Bush  Administra¬ 
tion  to  normalize  relations  with  Vietnam  and 
support  peaceful  negotiations  among  Cambodi¬ 
an  political  factions. 

Jiro  Mizuno,  regional  coordinator  for  the  de¬ 


nomination’s  world  mission  board,  and  Patricia 
Patterson,  who  directs  programs  in  northeast 
Asia  and  Indochina,  visited  aid  projects  in  the 
two  countries  last  winter  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
has  been  involved  through  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  projects  and  refugee  placement. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $  1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion.  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

QUALIFIED  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  LOOKING 
for  employment  in  Southwest  Texas  Conference. 
Strong  mission/outreach  emphasis.  Available  to 
begin  work  as  of  July  1,  1989.(512)663-2703. 

THE  KANSAS  EAST  ANNUAL  Conference  is 
'inviting  applications  from  lay  or  clergy  persons 
for  the  position  of  Associate  Conference  Council 
Director.  Position  calls  for  person  to  work  with 
program  staff  team  to  implement  the  mission  and 
ministry  of  the  annual  conference,  with  priority 
to  resource  local  churches  and  district  councils  on 

SEEKING  MINISTER  TO  FAMILIES  and 

Youth  to  continue  and  expand  ongoing  program 
in  2100-member  church.  Position  open  in  mid- 
August.  Negotiable  salary /benefit  package.  Send 
resume  and  overview  of  ministry  philosophy  to: 
Rev.  Bruce  Mitchell.  Trinity  UMC,  3200  Mana¬ 
tee  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  FL  34205.  Phone: 
(813)747-3704. 

ence  Council  Director,  P.O.  Box  4187,  Topeka, 
Ks  66604.  Deadline  August  7,  1989. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and 

Children's  Ministries.  St.  Mark  United  Method- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/PROGRAM.  Will 
work  closely  with  Council  on  Ministries.  Salary 
and  benefit  package  competitive.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  156,  Fairfield,  TX  75840. 

ist  church,  a  congregation  of  900  members  locat¬ 
ed  in  the  beautiful  Rio  Grand  Valley  in  McAllen, 
Texas  is  seeking  a  full-time  director  of  youth  and 
children’s  ministries.  Responsibilities  include  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  educational  program  and  en- 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 
for  active  1700-member  church.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Degree  and  United  Methodist  preferred. 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  Staff  Parish  Rela¬ 
tions,  St.  Andrew  United  Methodist  Church, 
6325  South  University  Boulevard,  Littleton,  CO 
80121. 

er  lay  volunteers.  United  Methodist  background 
preferred  with  experience  required.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable  depending  on  education  and  experience. 
Please  submit  resume  and  references  to:  Rev. 
Keith  Wyatt,  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church, 
301  W.  Pecan,  McAllen,  TX  78501.  Telephone: 
(512)682-1481. 

EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  WITH  PRIMARY 

emphasis  on  children  and  youth  ministries.  500- 
member  church.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Steven  W. 
Caraway,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Winn- 
field,  LA  71483. 

FOR  SALE:  KROY  290  LETTERING  machine 

and  25  discs  type  styles  and  fonts.  Excellent  con¬ 
dition.  $1400  obo.  Contact:  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1008  Eleventh  Street,  Santa  Moni¬ 
ca,  CA  90403.(213)393-8258. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WITH  SKILLS  IN  direc- 

toring  children's  and  youth  choirs.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Would  consider  full-time  or  part-time. 
Send  resume  to:  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church,  5995-9th  St. .South,  St.  Petersburg,  FL 
33705. 

NEW  YORK  BASED  PUBLISHING  company 

will  publish  your  book  free  if  you  can  sell  a 
minimum  of  1500  copies.  Welstar  Publications 
(212)928-7528. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed 
full-time  for  2400-member  church.  Positon  to  be 
filled  by  mid-August.  Requirements  include: 
United  Methodist  background,  four  year  degree, 
a  minimum  of  six  years  experience  (volunteer 
and  paid)  with  some  experience  in  a  church  of 
over  1,000  members.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  Resumes  to  include  a  statement  of 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 

Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Ca¬ 
nal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30 
a.m.  Worship:  1 1 :00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

Lake  Magdalene  United  Methodist  Church,  2902 
Fletcher  Avenue,  West,  Tampa,  FL  336 18. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 

Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
or  more),  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming.  $8  tickets.  New  grilled  burger 
cookout,  and  breakfast.  All  for  $23  each!  Cali 
(501)253-8418  today! 

OPENING  FOR  DIRECTOR  OF  licensed  day 
care/kindergarten  in  southwest  Fort  Worth 
church.  Call  (817)  731-0701.  Send  resume  to:  Di¬ 
rector,  Box  331509,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76163. 

FULL-TIME  CHORAL  DIRECTOR  SOUGHT 
to  grow  music  ministry  in  church  of  1300  +  with 
very  active  programming.  Experience  in  growing 
choirs  desired.  Competitive  compensation  pack¬ 
age.  Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  Tim  Walker,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  88,  Graham,  TX 
76046.(817)  549-0970. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Full¬ 

time  position  opens  August  I  in  1600+  member 
church  with  full-graded  choirs  and  handbells.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  include  directorship  of  church’s 
Musical  Arts  Series.  Experience  preferred.  Salary 
commensurate  with  the  training  and  experience. 
Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church 

204  E.  Spring  Street,  Cookeville,  TN  38501 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  part- 
time  position  open  immediately  in  a  650-member 
and  growing  church  in  Northwest  Houston,  close 
to  downtown.  Job  description  available.  Excel¬ 
lent  opportunity  to  grow  with  church.  Send  re¬ 
sume  or  contact:  Dr.  David  N.  Capehart,  St. 
Mark's  United  Methodist  Church,  600  Pecore, 
Houston,  TX  77009.  Ij 

DIRECTOR.  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION-  A 

full-time  positon,  committed  to  planning  and  or¬ 
ganizing  Christian  nurture  for  a  900-member 
congregation.  A  degree  in  Christian  education 
with  experience  is  desireable,  however,  a  degree 
in  education  with  teaching  experience  will  be 
considered.  Salary  based  on  education  and  expe¬ 
rience.  Contact:  Stan  Schacht,  SPRC,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  903  3rd  St.,  Wausau  WI 
54401-4792. 

GROWING  CENTRAL  FLORIDA  CHURCH 

needs  an  assistant  to  help  with  church  growth,  as- 
similation  and  sharing  pastoral  duties.  Si 8,400, 
plus  2  bedroom  home.  Send  resume  to:  First 
United  Methodist,  263  King  St.,  Oviedo,  FT. 
32765. 

FULL-TIME  PROFESSIONAL  POSITION 

available-  Florida  Annual  Conference  staff.  Re¬ 
quirements  are:  Diaconal  minister,  master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  Christian  education,  minimum  of  5  years 
experience;  salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities:  adult  department,  children’s  de¬ 
partment,  education  work  area  and  singles  minis¬ 
tries.  Send  resume  and  inquiries  to:  Dr.  Robert 
£9:  805  3767‘  Upland,  fl  33802. 
(813)688-5563. 

TONKAWA,  OK-  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 

Church  is  seeking  a  full-time  Wesley  Foundation/ 
Youth  Director.  Position  involves  working  with 
Junior  College  60%  of  time  and  working  with 
youth  40%  of  time.  Need  to  be  a  college  graduate 
and  interested  in  a  career  in  ministry.  Experience 

preferred.  Ideal  job  for  single  man  or  woman.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  many  benefits.  Send  resume  and  letter  of 
application  to:  Rev.  David  A.  Burris,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  248,  Tonkawa, 
OK  74653. 

MUSIC/YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 

650-member  church.  Send  applications  and  re¬ 
sume  to:  Means  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church.  31 1  N.E.  2nd,  Andrews,  TX  79714. 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Higher  education  in  49th  state 

United  Methodist  university  marks  30-year  success  in  Alaska 


distinguished  board  of  trustees,” 
Dr.  Trotter  reports. 

Three  groups  targeted 

The  school’s  curriculum  and  re¬ 
cruitment  efforts  are  aimed  at  three 
constituencies:  Alaska  natives,  in¬ 
ternational  students,  and  United 
Methodists,  especially  from  the 
lower  48  states. 

While  educating  Native  Alaskans 
has  been  a  major  focus,  Alaska  Pa¬ 
cific  is  gearing  up  to  play  an  impor¬ 
tant  role  in  what  Dr.  Trotter  calls 
the  "North  Pacific  Rim.” 

Noting  that  Anchorage  is  only 
seven  hours  from  Tokyo,  New  York 
and  London  and  a  few  hours  from 
the  Soviet  Union,  he  says  awareness 
of  the  importance  of  the  Pacific  cul¬ 
ture  is  growing. 

The  university  “can  be  an  instru¬ 
ment  for  the  church’s  care  for  the 
world,”  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

Ms.  Pilcher  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Nashville. 

Supporters 
of  colleges 
honored 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Six  United  Meth¬ 
odist  annual  (regional)  conferences 
received  special  recognition  from 
the  denomination’s  Black  College 
Fund  for  paying  100  percent  of 
their  shares  of  the  apportioned  fund 
during  each  year  of  the  1985-88 
quadrennium. 

Those  conferences  with  a  perfect 
record  for  the  past  four  years  are 
Central  Texas,  Missouri  West,  New 
Hampshire,  Puerto  Rico,  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  and  Red  Bird  Missionary. 

In  addition,  nine  other  confer¬ 
ences  are  being  commended  for 
paying  90-99  percent  of  their  shares 
of  the  fund,  which  supports  pro¬ 
grams  and  students  of  1 1  historical¬ 
ly  black  UM-colleges. 

Each  of  the  nine — Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Iowa,  Little  Rock,  North¬ 
ern  Illinois,  Peninsula,  South 
Dakota,  Southern  Illinois.  Southern 
New  England  and  West  Michigan — 
will  receive  a  certificate. 

Dear  Deborah = 


By  MARTHA  PILCHER 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— While  United 
Methodists  gear  up  to  launch  their 
first  university  on  the  continent  of 
Africa,  many  are  celebrating  the  an¬ 
niversary  of  a  similar  educational 
venture  that  began  30  years  ago. 

The  1 959  General  Conference  of 
The  Methodist  Church  launched 
Alaska  Methodist  University,  now 
Alaska  Pacific  University,  Anchor¬ 
age,  one  day  before  Alaska  became 
the  49th  state. 

To  the  church  that  provided  a  vi¬ 
sion  and  financial  support,  Alaska 
Pacific  President  F.  Thomas  Trot¬ 
ter  said.  "Be  proud  of  the  fact  that 
you  are  making  a  difference  in  Alas¬ 
ka  and  in  the  Pacific.” 

Alaskans  and  others  instrumental 
in  launching  and  supporting  Alaska 
Pacific  held  a  reunion  June  21  at  an 
anniversary  celebration  co-spon- 
sored  by  the  university  and  the 


Alaska  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Special  niche  carved 

As  the  only  four-year  liberal  arts 
private  college  between  Vancouver, 
Canada,  and  Tokyo,  Alaska  Pacific 
has  carved  out  a  special  niche  in  the 
higher  educational  arena.  A  focus 
for  the  school  from  its  beginning 
has  been  the  education  of  Alaska 
natives  for  leadership  in  the  devel¬ 
oping  state. 

It  has  also  played  an  important 
role  in  helping  stem  the  exodus  of 
young  people  from  the  state,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Trotter.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  school  “has  a  higher 
success  rate  educating  Alaska  na¬ 
tives  than  the  state  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities.  This  year  we  graduated 
one  more  native  than  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Alaska  in  Anchorage  down  the 
street,  a  major  accomplishment 
considering  that  (the  University  of 
Alaska)  has  nearly  4,000  students 
and  Alaska  Pacific  has  1,600. 


“But  the  achievement  was  no  ac¬ 
cident.  The  university’s  Alaska  Na¬ 
tive  Institute  employs  four  Alaska 
natives  who  work  full  time  giving 
personal  attention  to  Alaska  native 
students,  aiding  them  in  adjust¬ 
ments  that  are  often  difficult.  Many 
students  from  remote  villages  are 
the  top  students  there,  graduating 
as  valedictorians.  When  they  get  to 
Anchorage  and  Alaska  Pacific,  they 
face  the  possibility  of  failure  for  the 
first  time.” 

The  school  is  succeeding  in  help¬ 
ing  them  on  their  journey,  Dr.  Trot¬ 
ter  said. 

The  school’s  journey  in  a  new 
state  has  not  always  been  easy.  It  al¬ 
most  closed  in  1976  but  after  a 
year’s  self-analysis  and  planning  it 
is  stronger  than  ever,  according  to 
its  president. 

“We  have  a  $47  million  endow¬ 
ment,  1 ,600  students — 600  full 
time — a  faculty  of  37  and  a  very 


NASHVILLE — Sharing  the  good  news  of  United  Methodism's  11  historically  black  colleges  and  the 
Black  College  Fund  that  helps  support  them  are  six  student  interns.  Standing,  from  left,  Tanya  Hollis, 
Beverly  lames  and  Colleen  White.  Seated,  from  left,  Collete  Slocum,  Alfred  Pollar,  Dina  Nero. 


BURDICK,  Kan.— Jeff  Peterson,  vice  president  of  the  Burdick  (Kan.) 
United  Methodist  Church's  youth  fellowship,  sounds  like  a  typical 
Kansas  farm  boy.  But  he  isn't.  He  is  a  paraplegic  who  does  all  his 
activities  from  a  wheelchair. 


Paraplegic  youth's 
a  winner  all  the  way 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Jeff  Peterson,  vice  president  of  the 
Burdick  (Kan.)  United  Methodist 
Church’s  youth  fellowship,  sounds 
like  a  typical  Kansas  farm  boy. 

He  likes  to  hunt,  fish  and  farm — 
that  is.  when  he  isn’t  caught  up  in 
activities  at  high  school  or  church. 

He’s  won  Future  Farmers  of 
America  awards  for  agricultural 
work,  is  president  of  his  junior  class 
at  high  school  and  is  the  manager  of 
the  football  team. 

But  the  16-year-old  isn’t  typical. 

He  is  a  paraplegic  who  does  all 
his  activities  from  a  wheelchair. 

Two  years  ago,  an  automobile  ac¬ 
cident  cost  him  the  use  of  his  legs. 

"My  family  and  friends — the 
whole  community — were  so  sup¬ 
portive  that  they  got  me  through  the 
first  few  weeks,"  he  said.  “After 
that,  I  just  didn’t  think  about  if. 

“You  can’t  worry  about  what  you 
can’t  do.  If  you  think  about  that, 
it’ll  just  drag  you  down." 

His  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ronald  J. 
Williams,  said,  “Jeff  has  a  serious¬ 
ness  about  life  and  an  almost  stub¬ 
born  necessity  to  care  for  himself 
that’s  unusual.  He  also  has  a  deep, 
internal  faith.” 


Mr.  Williams  called  Jeff  a  main¬ 
stay  in  the  church’s  youth  group. 

The  teen-ager,  who  was  the  litur- 
gist  for  a  recent  Youth  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship  service,  lets  his  actions  speak 
loudest  about  his  faith,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  said. 

But  he  hasn't  done  it  by  calling 
attention  to  what  he’s  doing  in  spite 
of  his  handicap  or  by  emphasizing 
how  much  faith  he  has,  the  pastor 
said.  He’s  done  it  by  not  making  his 
handicap  an  issue. 

The  teen-ager  manages  an  inde¬ 
pendent  swine  operation  on  his  par¬ 
ents’  farm  between  Burdick  and 
Lincolnvilie,  raising  hybrid  pigs,  and 
farms  land  he  rents  from  a  neighbor. 

“I  give  him  a  little  advice  and 
help  now  and  then,"  said  his  father, 
“but  no  more  than  you’d  give  any 
kid  his  age.” 

A  lift  and  hand  controls  enable 
Jeff  to  use  a  tractor.  Pasture  gates 
are  rigged  to  open  with  a  spring  af¬ 
ter  he  bumps  them  with  his  four- 
wheel,  all-terrain  vehicle.  He  shuts 
them  with  a  rope. 

“I  don’t  know  what  I’d  do  without 
my  four-wheeler,”  Jeff  said.  “It  is 
100  percent  of  my  transportation  on 
the  farm.  I  hunt  off  of  it  and  use  it  to 
carry  feed  to  my  hogs  and  take  cubes 
to  the  pasture  for  Dad’s  cattle.” 


Review= 

Is  TV  finally  finding  faith? 


'Your  advice  gets  worse  and  worse ' 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Is  television  finally  paying  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  church  and  to  faith? 

Recent  episodes  of  “MacGyver” 
and  “Gideon  Oliver”  have  been 
noteworthy  for  treating  the  beliefs 
of  Amish  Mennonites  with  respect. 

Several  episodes  of  “thirty¬ 
something”  (Tuesdays  on  ABC) 
have  dealt  with  the  religious  life  of 
baby-boomers. 

In  one  holiday  episode,  Michael 
(a  non-practicing  Jew,  played  by 
Ken  Olin)  and  Hope  (a  lapsed 
Christian,  played  by  Mel  Harris) 
struggled  with  whether  to  introduce 
their  daughter  to  Hanukkah  or 
Christmas. 

It  was  a  powerful  presentation  of 
decisions  that  interfaith  couples  face 
in  real  life.  And  their  conflict  was 
not  resolved,  as  so  often  happens  in 


our  society,  by  trying  to  pretend  that 
religious  differences  do  not  matter. 
Each  parent  rediscovered  his  or  her 
own  religious  needs  yet  chose  to 
honor  the  other’s  tradition. 

The  show  closed  with  Michael 
bringing  home  a  Christmas  tree: 
only  to  find  Hope  lighting  the  first 
candle  on  the  Menorah. 

Many  viewers  have  admitted  that 
this  show  brought  them  to  tears. 

Clergy  aren't  so  old 

Later,  “thirtysomething”  showed 
Michael  imagining,  as  many 
“boomers”  do,  that  nearly  all  clergy 
are  much  older  than  he  and  not  eas¬ 
ily  approachable.  When  Michael 
sheepishly  enters  a  local  synagogue, 
he  is  shocked  to  find  a  hip  rabbi  in 
his  30s.  Though  confused  about 
how  to  express  his  beliefs,  Michael 
quietly  slips  into  a  worship  service. 


Another  recent  development  is 
the  rise  of  television  comedies  set  in 
churches.  The  first  of  these  was 
“Amen”  (Saturdays  on  NBC), 
which  has  shown  millions  of  Ameri¬ 
can  that  a  black  Protestant  congre¬ 
gation  can  be  a  place  where  funny 
things  happen  and  where  we  sinners 
learn  something  by  the  grace  of  God 
as  we  muddle  through  our  lives. 

The  “Father  Dowling  Mysteries" 
also  came  to  NBC  this  year.  Father 
Dowling  (played  by  Tom  Bosley) 
seems  to  be  constantly  in  trouble 
with  his  superiors  for  devoting  so 
much  time  to  solving  crimes,  but  he 
is  also  a  committed,  compassionate 
pastor. 

And  Tracy  Nelson  certainly  won’t 
hurt  the  Catholic  Church's  efforts  to 
recruit  nuns.  Street-smart  and  multi¬ 
talented,  she  provides  invaluable  as¬ 
sistance  to  Father  Dowling,  both  in 
sleuthing  and  in  parish  ministry.  Able 
to  hotwire  cars  and  pick  locks,  coach 
winning  basketball  and  lead  the  choir, 
she  wears  a  pre-Vatican  II  habit  but  is 
a  thoroughly  modem  woman. 

Inept  priests  featured 

The  newest  church-comedy, 
"Have  Faith,”  premiered  this 
spring  on  ABC.  Set  in  the  rectory  of 
an  inner-city  Chicago  parish,  it  in¬ 
cludes  such  realistic  elements  as  the 
way  parish  problems  intrude  upon 
the  sleep  of  clergy  and  how  difficult 
it  is  to  serve  some  parishioners. 

Like  "Amen”  before  it,  “Have 
Faith"  presents  the  church  as  a  fun¬ 
ny  place  and  shows  clerics  to  be  hu¬ 
morous  human  beings  with  both 
flaws  and  strengths. 

In  a  society  as  secular  as  ours, 
which  discourages  people  from 
demonstrating  religious  impulses, 
characters  such  as  these  are  refresh¬ 
ing  indeed. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  a  frequent  critic  of 
movies  and  television  for  the  Reporter. 


Dear  Deborah: 

The  advice  in  your  column  gets 
worse  and  worse.  You  are  certainly 
doing  harm  with  the  terrible,  non- 
biblical  advice  you  give. 

Please  try  really  reading  God’s 
word.  Sorry,  but  you  seem  not  to 
know  the  Jesus  of  God’s  word.  Be 
more  of  a  "biblical”  problem  solver 
than  an  Ann  Landers  one. 

Adam  Parker 

Dear  Mr.  Parker: 

As  with  all  my  respondents.  I  have 
changed  your  name.  Your  long  letter 
had  to  be  condensed,  too.  but  I  have 
thought  about  it  quite  a  bit. 

Your  letter  tells  me  a  lot  of  things 
you  say  God's  word  says  but  no  hints 


Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the 
coming  of  the  Lord: 

He  is  trampling  out  the  vintage 
where  the  grapes  of  wrath  are 
stored: 

He  hath  loosed  the  fateful  light¬ 
ning  of  his  terrible  swift  sword: 

His  truth  is  marching  on. 

Glory!  glory,  hallelujah! 

Our  God  is  marching  on. 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

In  the  fall  of  1861,  Julia  Ward 
Howe,  with  her  husband,  Dr.  Samu¬ 
el  G.  Howe;  their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
James  Freeman  Clark  and  Gov. 
John  Andrew  of  Massachusetts, 
were  visiting  Washington.  They 
were  invited  to  watch  a  military  re¬ 
view  of  federal  troops  some  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  city. 

On  their  return  to  Washington, 
on  a  road  congested  with  troops,  the 
soldiers  began  singing,  “John 
Brown's  body  lies  a-mouldering  in 
the  grave.”  Dr.  Clark  commented 
on  the  stirring  character  of  the  tune 


about  where  to  find  it  in  the  Bible. 

I  find  that  language  is  misunder¬ 
stood  too  often,  and,  having  learned 
a  second  language.  I  know  how  hard 
translations  can  be.  So  it  concerns 
me  when  people  insist  that  I  quote 
the  Bible. 

Living  languages  change,  and 
meanings  change.  In  the  King  James 
Version,  "suffer"  meant  “allow, "  and 
"awful" meant  “awesome." 

But  that  doesn’t  even  begin  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  translation  problems  from  a 
dead  language  like  biblical  Hebrew  or 
Greek  into  a  living  one  like  English. 

I  don 't  claim  to  be  a  translator  of 
the  Bible.  And  I  don't  claim  to  be 
speaking  for  God,  who  is  quite  able 


and  suggested  that  Mrs.  Howe  write 
a  better  text  for  it. 

During  that  night  the  words  came 
to  Mrs.  Howe,  and  stanzas  were 
completed  before  daybreak.  On  her 
return  to  Boston,  she  showed  the 
poem  to  James  T.  Fields,  editor  of 
"Atlantic  Monthly.”  He  suggested 
the  title  "The  Battle  Hymn  of  the 
Republic.”  Fields  published  the 
poem  in  the  February  1 862  issue  of 
his  magazine. 

The  song  attracted  little  notice  un¬ 
til  it  caught  the  attention  of  Chaplain 
C.C.  McCabe,  later  to  become  a 
Methodist  bishop.  McCabe  taught  it 
to  his  1 22nd  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 
Regiment  and  to  other  troops. 

In  the  weeks  and  months  that  fol¬ 
lowed.  the  song  spread  throughout 
the  North  as  an  expression  of  the 
rising  tide  of  patriotic  emotion. 

The  music  is  of  obscure  origin, 
apparently  first  used  early  in  the 
19th  century  as  a  camp-meeting 
song  in  South  Carolina,  beginning, 
“Say,  brother,  will  you  meet  me.” 

The  John  Brown  text  has  been  as- 


lo  communicate  directly  with  any¬ 
one  who  wishes  to  hear. 

All  !  can  do  is  share  my  personal 
understanding  of  what  Gods  word  is 
speaking  to  me  at  this  time  in  my 
life.  I,  too.  can  grow  and  change. 

If  I  am  doing  harm.  I  will  have  to 
answer  to  God  for  that,  so  I  do  read  the 
Bible,  pray  and  seek  to  listen  to  God 
and  write  my  column  very  carefully. 

You  make  judgment  about  my  re¬ 
lationship  with  Jesus.  You  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  your  opinion  and  will  have  to 
answer  to  God  for  yourself.  I  put  my 
trust  in  God.  revealed  in  Jesus 
Christ,  who  speaks  to  us  through  the 
written  word  and  through  the  agency 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  hearts. 


sociated  with  an  obscure  private  in 
the  Union  Army  and  also  with  the 
ardent  abolitionist  who  raided 
Harper’s  Ferry  in  what’s  now  West 
Virginia  Oct.  16,  1859. 

Gen.  George  S.  Patton  Jr.  was  fond 
of  the  hymn  and  had  it  played  for  his 
men  before  sending  them  into  action 
in  Europe  during  World  War  II. 

At  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lyndon  B.  Johnson  Jan.  20,  1965,  the 
Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir  sang  it. 

At  Winston  Churchill’s  request, 
the  hymn  was  sung  at  his  funeral 
service  at  Westminster  Abbey,  Lon¬ 
don,  Jan.  30,  1965. 

At  the  memorial  service  for  Rob¬ 
ert  F.  Kennedy  at  St.  Patrick’s  Ca¬ 
thedral  in  New  York  in  June  1968, 
the  battle  hymn  was  sung  by  Andy 
Williams,  accompanied  by  the  New 
York  Philharmonic  Orchestra,  di¬ 
rected  by  Leonard  Bernstein. 

The  stirring  camp-meeting  song 
from  South  Carolina  has  gone  far. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Come,  Christians,  loin  to  Sing" 


Mission  hosting  slots 
available  for  spring  '90 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Applications 
are  being  accepted  from  U.S. 
United  Methodist  congregations 
that  want  to  host  international 
visitors  during  “New  World  Mis¬ 
sions”  next  spring. 

The  evangelistic  program, 
sponsored  jointly  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil,  will  involve  about  25  clergy 
and  laypersons  from  England,  In¬ 
dia,  the  West  Indies,  Nigeria, 
Norway.  Australia,  West  Germa¬ 
ny,  Northern  Ireland,  South  Afri¬ 
ca  and  the  Philippines. 

Dates  available  for  the  mis- 


sioners  are:  March  18-22,  March 
25-29,  and  April  1-5. 

Participating  congregations 
undertake  three  phases  of  pro¬ 
gramming: 

/  Preparation,  an  eight-  to  10- 
week  churchwide  study  of  a  book 
written  specifically  for  the  New 
World  Mission. 

V  Proclamation,  the  time 
when  a  New  World  Missioner 
visits. 

/  Penetration,  a  time  of  reflec¬ 
tion  to  consider  new  forms  of 
ministry  and  mission. 

Participating  congregations 
pay  $385  to  help  cover  orienta¬ 
tion  and  U.S.  travel  expenses  for 
the  missioners. 


History  of  Hymns.  - - 

Camp-meeting  song  goes  marching  on 


PAGE  6 


A  Supplement  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


JUNE  30,  1989 


methodist 


children  s 


home 


nev/s 


Turret  ./-  DeVillc  August  E.  Aamikh 

Executive  Director  Director  of  IXuvlofmenl 


hinted  Quarterly  hr  The  Methodist  (MtrciTs  Home,  hiisfnft  hwmifbt 


children’s  home 

Dear  Friends: 

Recently  Doug  Ezell,  Director  of  the  Family  Development  Center 
at  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston,  was  assigned  by  Bishop 
Oden  to  pastor  two  churches  in  New  Orleans.  Doug  has  developed  a 
quality  counseling  service  center  in  this  community  and  will  be 
missed. 

My  name  is  Don  Prior  and  I  am  the  one  privileged  to  assume  the 
director's  role  vacated  by  Doug.  During  the  past  eight  years,  1  have 
coordinated  the  Human  Relations  &  Supervision  graduate  program 
at  Louisiana  Tech  University.  My  graduate  training  was  in  counsel¬ 
ing  and  psychology,  with  an  emphasis  in  family  development.  My 
philosophy  of  helping  is  twofold:  remedial  for  individuals  and  fam¬ 
ilies  with  problems,  and  preventative  or  educational  for  individuals 
and  families  during  their  development. 

It  is  my  aspiration  to  continue  offering  the  same  quality  services 
people  are  accustomed  to  at  the  Family  Development  Center  and  to 
maintain  the  excellent  reputation  this  Center  has  throughout  the 
State  of  Louisiana.  If  I  can  be  of  service  to  you,  please  contact  me. 

Sincerely, 


•  (Mc¬ 


Daniel  W.  Prior,  Ph.D. 

Director,  Family  Development  Center 
Methodist  Children’s  Home 
Ruston,  Louisiana  71273-0929 
(318)255-5753 


The  Informed 


These  are  the  churches  that  have 
sent  us  their  mailing  lists.  The 
members  are  “the  informed”  who 
receive  the  Children’s  Home  news¬ 
letter  every  quarter. 

Won’t  you  join  the  26,000  Meth¬ 
odists  in  Louisiana  by  sending  us 
your  church  mailing  list  or  directo¬ 
ry- 

Abbeville  —  Abbeville  UMC 
Alexandria  — 

First  UMC 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 
Amite  —  First  UMC 
Arcadia  — 

Mt.  Mariah  UMC 
First  UMC 

Bastrop  —  First  UMC 
Baton  Rouge  — 

Jefferson  UMC 
North  Baton  Rouge  UMC 
St.  Johns  UMC 
Istrouma  UMC 
Blanchard  —  Blanchard  UMC 
Bogalusa  —  E.S.M.  UMC 
Bossier  City  —  First  UMC 
Boyce  — 

Lahey  Chapel  UMC 
First  UMC 
Bunkie  — 

David  Haas  Memorial  UMC 
Evergreen  UMC 
White’s  Chapel  UMC 
Chalmette  — 

Arabi  UMC 
St.  Bernard  UMC 
Church  Point  — 

Church  Point  UMC 
Clinton  — 

Mary  Winans  Wall  UMC 
Crowley  —  First  UMC 
Denham  Springs  —  First  UMC 
DeQuincy  —  DeQuincy  UMC 
Downsville  — 

Bethel  UMC 
First  UMC 

Dubach  —  Dubach  UMC 
Eunice  —  First  UMC 
Farmerville  —  Farmerville  UMC 
Franklinton  — -  Franklinton  UMC 
Grand  Cane  —  Grand  Cane  UMC 
Hammond  —  First  UMC 
Haynesville  —  Haynesville  UMC 
Homer  —  First  UMC 
Houma  —  Houma  UMC 
Iota  —  First  UMC 
Jena  —  Nolley  Memorial  UMC 
Jennings  —  Jennings  UMC 


Jonesboro  —  Jonesboro  UMC 
Keithville  —  Keithville  UMC 
Lafayette  — 

Asbury  UMC 
Church  of  the  Covenant 
Davidson  Memorial  UMC 
Lake  Charles  — 

Moss  Bluff  UMC 
Oak  Park  UMC 
University  UMC 
First  UMC 

Lydia  —  Lydia  UMC 
Mandeville  —  St.  Timothy  UMC 
Mansfield  —  Mansfield  UMC 
Many  —  Many  UMC 
Maxie  —  Maxie  UMC 
Minden  — 

First  UMC 
Lakeview  UMC 
Monroe  — 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial  UMC 
St.  Paul’s  UMC 

Morgan  City  —  Pharr  Chapel  UMC 
Natchitoches  — 

Natchitoches  UMC 
New  Iberia  —  First  UMC 
New  Orleans  — 

Carrollton  UMC 
Cornerstone  UMC 
New  Roads  —  First  UMC 
Opelousas  — 

Louisiana  Memorial  UMC 
Plaquemine  —  First  UMC 
Quitman  —  Quitman  UMC 
Rayville  —  Rayville  UMC 
Ruston  — 

Faith  UMC 
Grace  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 
Shreveport  — 

Momingside  UMC 
Noel  UMC 
St.  Luke’s  UMC 
First  UMC 

Sieper  —  Sieper  UMC 
Slidell  —  First  UMC 
St.  Francisville  — 

St.  Francisville  UMC 
Sulphur  —  Maplewood  UMC 
Trout  —  Justiss  Memorial  UMC 
Ville  Platte  —  Ville  Platte  UMC 
Vivian  —  Vivian  UMC 
Watson  —  Live  Oak  UMC 
West  Monroe  — 

Faith  UMC 
First  UMC 

Westlake  —  Westlake  UMC 
Winnfield  —  First  UMC 
Winnsboro  —  Winnsboro  UMC 
Zwolle  —  Bayou  Scie  UMC 


'these  are  Hard  Times 
for  Children  in  Louisiana' 

'Good  Samaritan  Offering  1 7%  less 

than  it  was  in  1988' 

'children  who  have  no  where  else  to  turn' 
'main  Goal  —  The  Best  Care  Possible' 


'we  will  remain  a  Church  Institution' 


'our  Life  Blood  from  Your  Donations' 
'services  Reduced  and  even  Terminated' 


"It  seems”  that  our  strengths 
have  become  our  weaknesses. 

The  first  strength  is  that  the  pro¬ 
grams  we  offer  are  very  effective, 
both  cost  wise  and  in  results  experi¬ 
enced.  Never  in  our  history  have  we 
been  able  to  celebrate  so  many  lives 
redirected  toward  wholeness.  Every 
life  reached  through  the  Children’s 
Home’s  ministry  is  indeed  a  witness 
of  our  Church’s  commitment  to 
mission.  Yet,  this  success  along 
with  the  hard  times  we  find  our¬ 
selves  in  has  resulted  in  our  being 
overwhelmed  with  applications  for 
children.  I  have  had  to  turn  away  as 
many  as  nine  (9)  children  in  one 
day. 

We  have  had  over  250  applica¬ 
tions  from  January  1  through  May 
31.  With  84  beds  available,  you  see 
the  problem  and  frustration. 

The  second  strength  that  presents 
a  problem  is  that  because  of  sound 
financial  planning,  wise  manage¬ 
ment  of  resources  and  the  Home  be¬ 
ing  blessed  with  gifts  from 
individuals  desiring  to  assure  the 
future  for  children,  the  Home  has 
been  able  to  develop  an  endowment 
fund  during  the  past  85  years.  A 
modest  one  when  compared  to  oth¬ 
er  Homes  such  as  yours  throughout 
the  southeast  and  southwest. 

It  has  been  brought  to  my  atten¬ 
tion  that  it  is  being  said  that  the 
Home  has  more  money  than  it 
needs.  Let  me  set  the  record 
straight.  That  couldn’t  be  farther 
from  the  truth.  At  present,  every 
cent  of  earned  interest  income  from 

Beautiful  Poster  Coming 

In  the  near  future,  you  will  receive  a  poster  in  the  mail  from  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodist  Children's  Home. 

It  is  in  color  and  printed  on  good  quality  paper.  We  hope  that  it  is  of 
such  quality  that  you  will  want  to  have  it  framed  and  will  hang  it  perma¬ 
nently  on  a  wall  in  your  church. 

It  should  be  a  constant  reminder  of  the  mission  projects  in  our  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  and  even  the  other  Good 
Samaritan  ministries. 

The  themes  “Join  the  Healing  Ministry”  and  “A  Mission  Toward  a 
Brighter  Future"  came  out  of  a  “brainstorming”  session  with  Mrs.  Linda 
James,  Director  of  Therapeutic  Services,  Mr.  Tom  Holman,  Director  of 
the  Reception  and  Emergency  Shelter  Care  Center,  Mr.  David  Morris,  for¬ 
mer  Director  of  Therapeutic  Services,  Rev.  Augie  Aamodt,  Director  of  De¬ 
velopment,  and  a  graphic  artist. 

We  have  received  many  compliments  and  commendations  from  other 
professionals  in  the  field  of  Child  Care  in  other  parts  of  the  country  for  the 
message  and  artistic  quality  of  the  poster.  We  are  one  of  the  first  Child 
Care  agencies  in  the  country  to  undertake  such  a  project  and  to  have 
achieved  such  quality  in  its  production. 

Extra  copies  may  be  available  for  those  who  can  make  good  use  of  them. 


Terrel  J.  DeVille, 
Executive  Director 


At  this  time,  I  need  to  have  a  can¬ 
did  and  factual  visit  with  you. 

These  are  hard  times  for  children 
in  Louisiana.  However,  there  is 
cause  to  celebrate  and  witness.  I  am 
proud  to  report  to  you  that  your 
ministry  to  children,  youth  and 
families  has  not  been  cutback  dur¬ 
ing  this  past  year  that  has  seen 
many  services  reduced  and  even 
terminated. 

Indeed  the  Home’s  effort  has 
been  very  successful.  As  a  result  of 
this  success,  I  have  two  problems 
that  I  must  discuss  with  you  and 
make  you  aware  of. 


the  Home’s  invested  funds  are  be¬ 
ing  used  to  pay  the  day  to  day  ex¬ 
penses  required  to  support  the 
children  in  care.  Without  these 
funds,  you  would  be  caring  for  at 
least  30%  fewer  children  today. 

Our  report  can  be  found  on  page 
28  of  the  Pre-Conference  Report 
and  will  be  printed  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  journal.  Look  at  the  statistics. 
From  invested  funds  comes  30.4% 
of  our  budget.  From  direct  gifts 
such  as  memorials  and  sponsor¬ 
ships  comes  10.1%  of  our  budget, 
and  7.2%  comes  from  the  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Offering.  We  have  10%  of 
our  income  coming  from  private 
sources,  grants  and  special  trusts. 
The  rest  is  purchase  of  care  from 
state  agencies  for  children  under 
state  jurisdiction. 

You  need  to  know  that  since  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1989,  our  direct  giving  is 
down  by  16.5%  and  our  percentage 
of  the  Good  Samaritan  Offering  is 
17%  less  than  it  was  in  1988.  Also, 
our  1988  Good  Samaritan  Offering 
dollars  realized  was  5%  less  than 
1987.  There  was  a  time,  10  years 
ago,  when  church  giving  was  80%  of 
the  budget  and  the  endowment  was 
the  other  20%.  Without  the  endow¬ 
ment,  the  care  of  children  by  the 
Children’s  Home  would  be  in  seri¬ 
ous  trouble. 

What  you  have  to  know  is  that 
unlike  most  other  child  care  pro¬ 
grams  in  this  state,  your  Children’s 


Home  is  ministering  to  children 
who  have  no  one  else  in  which  to 
turn.  The  majority  or  our  kids  do 
not  have  state  payments.  They  are 
private  cases  without  any  financial 
means  to  secure  the  safety  and 
counseling  services  entitled  to 
them.  They  cannot  afford  these  ser¬ 
vices  because  they  are  not  in  the 
custody  of  the  state,  or  what  family 
they  have  does  not  have  insurance 
to  pay  the  bill. 

Our  main  goal  is  to  reach  out  to 
those  who  cannot  afford  the  best 
care  possible  and  offer  this  care  on 
behalf  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Church  and  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

I  assure  you  we  will  remain  a 
Church  institution.  We  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  draw  our  life  blood  from  your 
donations  through  your  offerings 
and  from  wills  that  will  be  invested. 
We  will  minister  to  as  many  as  you 
make  a  commitment  to  support. 

Our  strengths  must  not  be  our 
weaknesses;  they  must  be  our  rea¬ 
son  to  celebrate  and  witness. 

Give  Augie  Aamodt,  our  Director 
of  Development,  or  me  a  call.  Invite 
us  to  your  church  or  community. 
We  will  travel  any  distance,  any 
time,  at  no  cost  to  you,  to  tell  the 
story  of  the  “Home”  —  your 
“Home.” 

May  God  bless  you,  your  fam¬ 
ilies,  and  all  the  children. 

Thank  you  very  much. 


UMC  giving  to  the  Home: 

1 979  —  80%  from  the  Church;  20%  from  the  endowment 
1989  —  1 7.3%  from  the  Church;  30.4%  from  the  endowment 


'WE  APOLOGIZE' 

Recently  more  and  more  pastors  and/or  United  Methodist  church  mem¬ 
bers  have  been  calling  and  writing  the  “Home”  for  assistance  in  placing  a 
child  who  needs  help.  Sometimes  the  need  is  really  desperate. 

Unfortunately,  in  many  cases  there  is  no  room  at  MCH. 

During  the  first  five  months  of  1989  there  were  over  250  applications 
and  we  were  able  to  admit  only  44  young  people. 

Those  not  placed  in  our  home  were  referred  to  other  agencies. 

We  wish  we  could  respond  favorably  to  each  request  for  admission,  but 
we  have  limited  space  and  a  limited  number  of  staff  members. 

The  new  Reception  and  Emergency  Care  Center  with  its  24  beds  was  full 
two  weeks  from  the  day  it  opened. 

Please  keep  calling  and  writing  when  help  is  needed  for  any  young  per¬ 
son  or  family.  If  we  cannot  meet  the  need  at  that  time,  we  will  help  in  any 
other  way  we  can. 
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The  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church 

Past. .  .Present. .  .Future 


Editor's  Note:  For  the  next  few  months,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
various  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  that  is  usually  re¬ 
served  for  the  Bishop. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  composed  of  persons  of  many  dif¬ 
ferent  races.  We  often  refer  to  this  racial  and  ethnic  diversity  as  our 
racial  pluralism.  While  many  local  churches  are  located  in  communi¬ 
ties  and  cities  where  only  one  racial/ethnic  group  is  present,  every 
United  Methodist  Church  is  related  to  persons  of  different  racial  and 
ethnic  backgrounds  throughout  our  connectional  system. 

It  was  out  of  this  understanding  that  the  1976  General  Conference 
authorized  each  local  church  to  establish  a  work  area  on  religion  and 
race  to  encourage  and  challenge  United  Methodists  to  think  and  act 
more  intentionally  about  what  it  means  to  live  out  one’s  Christian 
commitment  when  it  involves  relations  with  those  of  other  ethnic  or 
racial  backgrounds. 

The  journey  began  in  1968  when  the  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  united  and  became  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Realizing  the  vast  number  of  racial  and  ethnic  persons  within  the 
newly  formed  United  Methodist  Church,  the  1968  General  Confer¬ 
ence  appointed  a  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  to  study  the  ra¬ 
cial  impact  upon  the  Church.  The  Commission  was  authorized  as  a 
General  Commission  in  1972  with  Annual  Conference  Commissions 
being  added. 

In  an  attempt  to  move  forward  toward  racial  inclusiveness  the 
General  Conference  of  1976  adopted  its  first  Missional  Priority  for 
the  1977-1980  quadrennium  —  “World  Hunger,  Evangelism,  and 
The  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  (EMLC).” 

At  the  1980  General  Conference  Session  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
the  Church  was  challenged  to  concentrate  its  full  attention  and  energy 
on  a  single  priority  and  adopted  “Developing  and  Strengthening  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church.” 

1984  brought  about  a  similar  response  and  for  a  second  time  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  adopted  “Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church,”  adding  the  words  “For  Witness  and  Mis¬ 
sion”  —  a  priority  which  was  aimed  at  building  upon  the  unfinished 
work  of  the  previous  quadrennium.  Six  million,  three  hundred  eleven 
thousand,  one  hundred  fifty  five  dollars  was  apportioned  to  Annual 
Conferences  for  this  four  year  period  (1985-1988)  with  50%  of  the 
monies  raised  annually  remaining  in  each  Annual  Conference. 

In  Louisiana,  we  realized  just  under  $350,000  during  this  period. 
The  funds  were  used  for  local  church/parsonage  building,  renovation 
and  furnishings,  salary  support,  community  ministries,  seminary  stu¬ 
dent  scholarships  and  conference  programs. 

The  1988  General  Conference  approved  the  incorporation  of  the 
1985-1988  Missional  Priority  into  the  ongoing  process  of  the  Church. 
Five  and  a  half  million  dollars  through  World  Service  will  be  admin¬ 
istered  during  the  1989-1 992  quadrennium  for  grants  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences  which  have  developed  a  comprehensive  plan  to  fund  and 
promote  ethnic  concerns. 

At  the  eighteenth  session  of  our  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  last 
year,  we  approved  a  plan  to  assist  us  in  this  endeavor.  Out  of  this 
plan,  the  Special  Ministries  Committee  was  organized  and  funds 
were  allocated  for  ethnic  ministries.  Program  goals  have  been  formu¬ 
lated,  and  the  committee  is  in  the  process  of  working  several  of  these 
goals  through  the  related  Conference  Boards  and  Committees. 

Let  us  then  move  into  this  new  quadrennium  with  Prayer,  Wis¬ 
dom,  Vision  and  Hope  as  we  meet  the  challenges  before  us. 


Roger  D.  Lathan 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 


Pastor's  School  Scheduled  July  24-27 


The  1989  Louisiana  Conference 
Pastor’s  School,  is  scheduled  to  take 
place  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport.  This  year’s  theme  will 
be  rich  in  a  number  of  approaches 
to  the  practice  of  ministry  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  church. 

Pastor’s  School  is  sponsored  by 
the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  as  a 
Continuing  Education  Event.  This 
year  it  provides  participation  hours 
for  possible  credit  of  two  C.E.U.’s. 
Two  important  requirements  must 
be  met  to  receive  credit:  attendance 


at  all  scheduled  events  including 
worship  and  a  written  evaluation/ 
response  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
Those  desiring  credit  for  less  than 
two  C.E.U.'s  shall  consult  the  Dean 
of  Pastor’s  School,  Rev.  Van  Dick¬ 
ens  the  first  day. 

This  year’s  Pastor’s  School  Wor¬ 
ship  Services  have  been  designed  by 
the  Rev.  Jayne  Trammell-Kelly,  co¬ 
ordinator,  Worship  Committee. 
The  preachers  for  each  service  are 
from  the  guest  faculty  and  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden. 


Resource  Videos  Available 


The  Conference  Resource  Library 
has  recently  purchased  several  new 
videos.  To  schedule  any  of  these  or 
other  resources  in  the  library,  con¬ 
tact  Carolyn  Powell  at  (504)  346- 
1646  or  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  There  is 
no  rental  fee  for  churches  who  are 
members  of  the  library.  You  pay 
only  postage. 

WORSHIP:  IMAGES  INVOLV¬ 
ING  CHILDREN  is  designed  to 
strengthen  the  involvement  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  congregational  worship. 
Some  of  the  questions  dealt  with 
are:  How  can  children  involve  their 
senses  in  worship?  How  can  we  plan 
worship  to  involve  children  more 
meaningfully?  How  can  we  prepare 
children  for  worship?  It  would  be  a 
help  to  local  churches  planning  for 
children  and  worship.  It  could  be 
used  with  the  kit“God’s  Children 
Worship.”  (Adults) 

CHILDREN  AND  SEXUALITY 


is  another  video  in  the  series  hosted 
by  Vince  Isner.  It  contains  an  inter¬ 
view  with  David  Elkind  as  well  as 
several  parents.  This  video  tries  to 
deal  with  four  issues:  1)  helping  par¬ 
ents  better  understand  sexuality 
and  its  relationship  to  children;  2) 
gain  practical  help  for  their  role  as 
the  primary  sexuality  educators  of 
their  children;  3)  feel  more  comfort¬ 
able  with  that  role;  4)  identify  some 
sources  of  support  within  the 
church  for  parents  and  children. 
(Adults) 

GERBERT  is  a  series  of  seven 
videos  for  children.  Through  the 
use  of  animation,  singing,  and  live 
action,  Gerbert  teaches  Biblical 
truths  to  children.  Some  of  the  sto¬ 
ries  are  "Created  for  Good  Words’’ 
(obedience);  “Little  Ones  to  Him 
Belong"  (self-esteem);  and  “Forever 
Friends”  (friendship).  These  are  for 
use  with  preschool  and  younger  ele¬ 
mentary. 


School  of  Christian  Mission 
Drawing  Near 

The  Louisiana  Conference  School  of  Christian  mission  which  will  be 
held  July  18-21  and  July  21-23  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  will  al¬ 
low  women  attending  the  opportunity  for  leadership  development.  This 
year’s  theme  is  “From  Struggle  to  Hope:  Songs  for  Our  Times.” 

An  outstanding  staff  of  study  group  leaders  has  been  secured.  Faculty 
members  for  the  study  on  “The  Philippines”  include:  Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett, 
Rev.  Ray  Holt,  and  Mrs.  Donna  Paustain.  "The  Psalms”  will  be  taught  to 
the  entire  school  by  Rev.  Charles  Armour.  “The  World  of  Islam”  will  be 
led  by  Rev.  Ester  Hammond,  Rev.  Freddie  Dixon  Jr.,  and  Rev.  George 
Needham. 

For  members  of  UMW,  the  emphases  of  the  School  of  Christian  Mission 
are:  I)  the  global  mission  of  the  Church  and  the  responsibility  of  Chris¬ 
tians  within  it;  and  2)  the  training  of  leadership  and  membership  for  pro¬ 
motion  and  interpretation  of  the  Purpose  and  total  program  of  UMW. 

By  becoming  more  aware  of  the  many  ways  the  Psalms  and  other  ancient 
songs  offer  us  rich  resources  for  expressing  our  love  of  God  and  for  calling 
on  God  for  help,  we  can  expand  our  own  ability  to  pray  and  offer  praise. 
This  study  should  advance  the  understanding  of  the  content  of  the  ancient 
songs  of  Israel  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  work  of  the  musicians  and  poets 
who  composed  them. 

Of  Special  Interest  on  the  Inside  Pages 


AGENDA 

Monday,  July  24 

10:00-Noon  Registration 
12:00-1:00  p.m.  Lunch 
1:00-1:50  p.m.  Worship/Chapel 
2:00-3:00  p.m.  Thomas  Frank.  Lecturer 
3:00-3:15  p.m.  Break 
3:15-4:15  p.m.  William  Hinson,  lecturer 
Dinner 

7:00-8:30  p.m.  Workshops 
Tuesday,  July  25 
8:30  -9:20  a.m.  Worship/Chapel 
9:30-1 1:00  a.m.  Workshops 
1 1:00-1 1:15  a.m.  Break 

11:15-12:00  noon  Marjorie  Proctor-Smith,  lecturer 
12:00  noon  Lunch 

1:30-2:30  p.m.  William  Hinson,  lecturer 
2:30-2:45  p.m.  Break 
2:45-4:15  p.m.  Workshops 

Dinner 

7:00-8:00  p.m.  James  Glasse,  lecturer 
Wednesday,  July  26 
8:30-9:20  a.m.  Worship/Chapel 
9:30-10:50  a.m.  Workshops 
10:50-1 1:00  a.m.  Break 
1 1:00-12:00  noon  Thomas  Frank,  lecturer 
12:00  noon  Lunch 
1:00-5:00  p.m.  Free  Time 

Bishop  Oden  will  be  available  to  visit  with  individuals  at  this  time 
Dinner 

7:00-8: 1 5  p.m.  Dialogue  with  Bishop  Oden 

Thursday,  July  27 

8:30-9:30  a.m.  James  Glasse,  lecturer 
9:30-9:45  a.m.  Break 

9:45-10:45  a.m.  Marjorie  Proctor-Smith,  lecturer 
10:45-1 1:00  a.m.  Break 
1 1 :00  a.m.  Closing  Worship 
12:00  noon  Lunch 

All  lectures  will  take  place  in  Kilpatrick  Auditorium,  Smith  Building 


Registration  Form 

Mail  this  form  to  Rev.  Doug  Cain,  5550  S.  Lakeshore,  Shreveport, 
LA  71 1 19.  Your  check  should  be  mailed  with  this  form  and  made 
payable  to  “Louisiana  Conference  UMC  —  Pastor’s  School.’’ 


NAME. 


PHONE¬ 


MAILING  ADDRESS  . 
ADDRESS _ 


ZIP. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

Pastor  Pastor/ 
Spouse 

Pastor -  Registration  (off  campus)  $40.00  $50.00 

Pastor  &  Spouse _  Registration,  meals, 

housing  $101.50  $173.00 

Others  (Number) _  Private  room, 

(1  Person)$  15.00  extra 

Roommate  Request _ Total  amount  enclosed _ 
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In  Memoriam 

Theodore  J.  Smith,  retired  Louisiana  Conference  minister,  died 
June  5,  1989  at  the  age  of  73.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Billie 
C.  Smith  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Louisiana  Conference  minister,  C.  B.  White  died  June  19,  1989. 
Rev.  White  was  86  at  the  time  of  his  death.  For  many  years  "Bud” 
White  was  superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Rus- 
ton. 

Zelma  Lancaster,  wife  of  retired  Louisiana  Conference  Minister 
Tom  Lancaster,  died  June  30,  1989  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  She  was 
73  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
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ELDERS  —  Pictured  are  front  row  I.  to  r.,  Samuel  Kemper  Smith, 
Walter  Scott  Adams,  Kurt  Frederick  Oheim,  Gregory  Raymond  Da¬ 
vis,  and  Robert  Alan  Weber.  Back  row  I.  to  r..  Cage  Mack  McLe- 
more,  Debra  Kay  Brazzel,  Lamar  Chris  Curry,  Douglas  Boyd 
deGraffenried  Jr.,  Wesley  Charles  Reagan,  Karen  Jean  Davis,  and 
David  Bryan  Dietzel. 


DIACONAL  —  Pictured  is  the  new  Diaconal  Minister,  Roger  Mi¬ 
chael  Cloud. 


DEACONS  —  Pictured  are  front  row  I.  to  r.,  Helena  Wilson  Wright 
and  Juliet  Ann  Padgham.  Back  row  I.  to  r.  are,  Jeffery  David  Con¬ 
nor,  William  Archer  Moon  III,  Tracy  Lynne  MacKenzie,  and  Jon  Eric 
Tellifero. 
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'He  thought  he  was  invincible' 


Cloaked  in  anonymity,  the  teach¬ 
er  spoke  candidly: 

"He  was  a  star.  He  thought  he 
was  invincible." 

The  young  man  she  cited  was  a 
recent  high-school  graduate,  a  star 
athlete  and  a  football  scholarship 
winner  at  a  major  university. 

His  assumed  invincibility  ended 
when  police  arrested  him  on 
charges — not  one  but  three — of 
armed  robbery.  Based  on  that  arrest, 
the  university  withdrew  the  scholar¬ 
ship.  Prison,  not  the  college  gridiron, 
may  be  the  youth’s  next  destination. 

Were  this  young  athlete  one  of  a 
kind,  his  situation  might  merit  no 
more  response  than  "that’s  too 
bad.”  But  the  “invincible  star”  syn¬ 
drome — the  notion  that  rules  are 
made  for  someone  else — has  infect¬ 
ed  many  others  recently. 

In  sports  there’s  baseball’s  Pete 
Rose  and  former  University  of 
Oklahoma  head  football  coach  Bar¬ 
ry  Switzer. 

In  politics,  Jim  Wright,  John 
Tower,  and  Oliver  North. 

In  religion,  Jimmy  Swaggart,  Jim 
Bakker,  and  Walker  Railey. 

One  lesson  from  all  these  examples 
is  that  breaking  the  rules — whether 
they  be  laws,  moral  codes,  customs 
or  traditions — can  lead  to  disclosure, 
humiliation  and  penalties,  even  for 


supposedly  invincible  people. 

Of  course  others  “do  it”  and  some 
even  "get  away  with  it,”  at  least  out¬ 
wardly.  Because  they  live  at  less 
than  star  level,  some  transgressors 
may  even  assume  they  are  protected 
by  a  reverse  kind  of  invincibility 
rooted  in  the  illusion  that  their  ob¬ 
scure  actions  don’t  “count.” 

The  Bible  teaches  otherwise:  “For 
the  wages  of  sin  is  death.”  In  place 
of  "death"  for  the  “stars”  cited 
above,  substitute  loss  of  scholar¬ 
ship,  loss  of  freedom,  loss  of  office, 
or  loss  of  marriage  and  family. 

Those  who  don’t  get  caught  may 
avoid  the  public  disgrace  that  re¬ 
sults  from  such  obvious  losses.  But 
who  knows  what  internal,  self-in¬ 
flicted  forms  of  "death"  and  guilt 
they  endure? 

We  need  stars  and  heroes.  Au¬ 
thentic  ones  ennoble  society,  often 
quietly  and  without  fanfare.  But 
those  who  succumb  to  the  illusion  of 
invincibility — our  ancestors  in  the 
faith  called  it  the  sin  of  pride — in¬ 
vite  ruin  for  themselves  and  others. 

As  Christians,  we  need  to  remind 
one  another  of  this  truth.  And  we 
need  with  new  urgency  and  power 
to  proclaim  that  the  earth  and 
God’s  Kingdom  will  be  inherited  by 
the  meek  [humble],  not  by  the  in¬ 
vincible  (Matthew  5:5). 


What  happened  at  conference? 


"The  lay  member(s)  of  the  Annual 
Conference,  along  with  the  pastor, 

. . .  shall  report  to  the  local  church 
Administrative  Council  or  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  on  actions  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference ...” 

— Par.  251.1,  The  Book  of  Discipline 

Has  your  congregation  received  a 
report,  as  mandated  by  church  law, 
on  this  year’s  Annual  Conference? 

Any  United  Methodist  church  to 
which  the  bishop  has  assigned  a  pas¬ 
tor— typically  during  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  sessions — has  received,  in  effect, 
a  partial  “report”  from  conference. 
The  appointment  is  the  "report.” 

Unfortunately,  however,  pastoral 
assignments  are  the  extent  of  many 
members’  awareness  of  what  happens, 
and  why,  at  Annual  Conference. 

Hence,  they  falsely  perceive 
“conference”  as  a  distant  and  im¬ 
personal  entity  in  which  they  have 
little  stake  and  even  less  interest  be¬ 
yond  the  appointment  of  the  pastor. 

They  either  have  forgotten  or  per¬ 
haps  don’t  fully  realize  how  other 
conference  actions  can  significantly 
influence  local  church  life. 

Those  actions  include: 

■  adoption  of  a  conference-wide 


budget  on  which  fair-share  local 
church  apportionments  for  church- 
wide  causes  are  based; 

■  approval  of  programs  that  di¬ 
rectly  benefit  local  churches  and 
their  members,  such  as  vacation 
church  school  workshops  and  sum¬ 
mer  camps  for  children  and  youth; 

■  monitoring  of  church-related 
institutions — schools,  hospitals,  re¬ 
tirement  homes,  etc. — that  address 
a  wide  variety  of  human  needs  in 
the  name  of  Christ; 

■  pronouncements  and  action 
calls  to  local  churches  and  individ¬ 
ual  Christians  on  numerous  con¬ 
cerns  facing  the  church  and  world. 

As  part  of  our  calling  to  be  disci¬ 
ples  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  need  to  be 
informed  about  the  actions  of  our 
conference. 

If  your  pastor  and/or  lay  member 
to  this  year’s  Annual  Conference 
haven't  made  their  mandated  re¬ 
port  to  the  congregation,  let  them 
know  of  your  interest. 

Suggest  that  they  share  their  re¬ 
ports  with  church  members  as  wide¬ 
ly  as  possible — both  in  person  and 
via  news  outlets  such  as  the  Report¬ 
er — and  that  opportunities  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  questions  and  feedback. 


Letters  to  the  RriiW 

How  much  ministry  can  we  afford? 


1  was  pleased  to  read  in  the  Re¬ 
porter  a  realistic  presentation  on 
the  issue  of  church  apportion¬ 
ments  (see  UMR,  June  16). 

Unfortunately,  the  remedies 
for  the  decline  in  revenue  to  the 
denominational  funds  (suggested 
by  the  Rev.  Clifford  S.  Drake) 
appear  unrealistic  to  those  of  us 
who  sit  in  the  pew. 

Perhaps  it  is  time  to  take  an¬ 
other  approach.  Why  not  start 
with  the  question:  How  much 
ministry  can  we  afford  in  the 
light  of  our  people  and  their  fi¬ 
nancial  resources? 

It  is  time  for  our  great  United 
Methodist  Church  to  live  within 
our  means.  We  are  a  top-heavy 
church,  lacking  the  tenacity  to 
tailor  the  robe  to  the  cloth.  Our 
people  are  looking  for  relief,  not 
a  new  sales  pitch  or  more  appor¬ 
tionments. 

Edward  Fritz 
Hooverville,  Pa. 

Lack  of  money  talks 

Regarding  the  article  head¬ 
lined,  “Why  is  it  tougher  for  local 
churches  to  pay  their  fair  share?” 
(see  UMR,  June  16): 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that 
just  maybe  the  rank  and  file  were 
sending  a  message? 


FaithLine 


Average  members  of  a  United 
Methodist  Church  have  no  say 
about  church  policy.  Delegates  to 
conference  are  not  required  to  up¬ 
hold  the  wishes  of  a  local  congre¬ 
gation.  Even  our  administrative 
council  is  run  by  people  nominat¬ 
ed  and  voted  in  by  said  council. 

Money — and  the  lack  of  it — 
talks. 

This  may  be  the  only  way  that 
attention  will  be  paid  to  the  per¬ 


son  in  the  pew  who  loves  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and 
wants  to  be  proud  of  being  a 
United  Methodist. 

Elizabeth  W.  Lillie 
Waltham,  Minnesota 

I  was  frustrated 

In  bemoaning  the  decreasing 
percentage  of  apportionments 
paid  by  the  local  church  (see 
UMR,  June  16),  we  consistently 


avoid  discussing  the  tendency  of 
annual,  jurisdictional  and  gener¬ 
al  conferences  to  approve  budget 
goals  that  are  grossly  unrealistic 
compared  to  anticipated  income. 

As  a  delegate  to  the  last  Gener¬ 
al  Conference,  I  was  frustrated 
and  depressed  by  the  approval  of 
a  $410  million  budget  based  on 
an  expected  income  of  $300  mil¬ 
lion  in  the  past  quadrennium. 

When  the  budget  reached  the 
floor,  the  parliamentary  wheels 
were  so  smoothly  greased  and  the 
presentation  so  effectively  man¬ 
aged  by  the  presiding  bishop, 
that  the  option  of  a  $350  million 
cap  could  not  even  be  presented 
for  discussion. 

Wouldn’t  it  be  better  to  set  a 
more  reachable  budget  and  have 
everyone  come  out  winners  by 
hitting  100  percent,  than  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  set  unrealistic  budgets 
and  have  many  of  our  churches 
feel  like  losers? 

James  A.  Hamish 
Orlando,  Florida 


Address  letters  for  publication 
to  " Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
027S. 


Writing  own  vows  favored  by  some,  not  all 


Callers  from  across  the  country  re¬ 
sponded  to  our  June  16  FaithLine 
question  about  engaged  couples 
writing  their  own  marriage  vows. 
Here’s  a  sampling  of  their  responses: 

Connie  Schelnick,  Katy,  Texas: 

Writing  your  own  marriage  vows  is 
a  really  special  way  to  express  your 
feelings  of  love  for  your  future  hus¬ 
band  or  wife,  but  why  not  just  add 
them  to  the  traditional  vows  which 
are  needed  to  express  yourself  also. 


Golda  Parrish,  Kuttawa,  Ky.:  I  do 
not  believe  that  they  should  write 
their  own  vows.  This  is  not  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  Christian  way  of  mar¬ 
riage. 

Marjorie  Bogue,  Memphis,  Tenn.: 

Yes,  1  do  believe  this.  I’m  a  di¬ 
vorced  Christian.  If  I  were  to  re¬ 
marry,  1  would  never  again  say 


"until  death  us  do  part”  or  “as  long 
as  we  both  shall  live.”  And  yet,  1 
would  marry  “before  God.”  I  think 
vows  can  be  reworded  under  God 
without  guilt  producers  should 
there  be  an  unavoidable  marital 
breakdown. 

Rod  Saunders,  East  Bloomfield, 

N.Y.:  I  do  believe  couples  planning 
to  wed  should  be  encouraged  to 
write  their  own  marriage  vows,  Lt 
helps  personalize  the  service  and 
enables  them  to  feel  that  they  have 
some  input  and  say-so  into  the  ser¬ 
vice  itself. 

Dorothy  Moseley,  Baltimore, 
Md.:  No,  I  do  not  think  that  couples 
planning  to  wed  should  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  write  their  own  marriage 
vows,  but  should  use  our  beautiful, 
traditional  Christian  ceremony  that 
we  use  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Should  they  write  their  own  wedding  vows? 


What  others  are  saying 


Faithfully  yours 


Two  men ,  one  tribute: 


For  most  of  us  the  term  “bishop” 
probably  does  not  call  to  mind  a 
lofty  theological 
concept  about 
how  God’s  church  | 
should  be  gov-| 
emed. 

It  reminds  usl 
instead  of  one  or  > 
more  of  God's  ser¬ 
vants  we’ve,  _ 

known  who  em-  Spurgeon  Dunnam 


bodied  that  high  office  in  a  distinc¬ 
tive  way. 

1  am  grieving  over  the  deaths  dur¬ 
ing  recent  weeks  of  two  persons 
who  have  epitomized  for  me  what  a 
bishop  is:  Paul  Washburn  of  Lom¬ 
bard,  Illinois  and  Kenneth  Pope  of 
Dallas  (see  UMR  May  19  and  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 


Different  as  night  and  day 

The  two  were  as  different  as  night 
and  day  in  personality  and  style. 
Yet  each  exemplified  in  special 
ways  what  it  means  to  oversee  the 


church’s  spiritual  and  temporal  af¬ 
fairs. 

Bishop  Pope  ordained  me  and 
gave  me  my  Bible,  along  with  the 
admonition  to  teach  its  Word  faith¬ 
fully.  He  spoke  forcefully  about  the 
need  for  courage  and  boldness  in 
the  exercise  of  that  responsibility. 

As  Bishop  Pope’s  voice  eloquent¬ 
ly  thundered  about  our  calling  as 
Christians  to  oppose  racial  injustice 
and  wrongdoing  in  high  places,  I 
was  convinced  that  he  was  speaking 
for  God  like  the  prophets  of  old. 

Always  ready  with  a  colorful  quip 
about  the  subject  at  hand.  Bishop 
Pope  was  an  editor’s  delight.  The 
church  and  the  community  never 
doubted  that  Methodism  had  a 
leader. 

Bishop  Pope’s  critics  accused  him 
of  too  often  "shooting  from  the 
hip.”  Maybe  so,  but  you  always 
knew  where  he  stood.  And  he  hit 
the  target  more  often  “from  the 
hip"  than  most  of  us  could  with  a 
telescopic  lens. 


'There  was 

Now  there  was  a  bishop! 

Bishop  Paul  Washburn  was  as 
quiet  spoken  as  Bishop  Pope  was 
brash.  But  he  was  no  less  firm  in  his 
conviction. 

Bishop  Washburn  came  from  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  de¬ 
nomination  and  was  one  of  the 
chief  architects  of  that  body’s  merg¬ 
er  with  the  Methodist  Church  to 
form  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  1968.  But  that  wasn’t  what  set 
him  apart. 

Jesus  urged  humility,  service 

Jesus  urged  his  disciples  to  lead 
with  humility  and  service  to  others. 
Paul  counseled  the  early  Christians 
in  Rome  against  developing  an  ex¬ 
aggerated  sense  of  self-importance. 

As  well  as  any  leader  I’ve  known. 
Bishop  Washburn  embodied  those 
virtues  of  Christian  piety  and  hu¬ 
mility  in  just  the  right  combination. 

No  matter  what  kind  of  storm 
was  raging  about  him,  Bishop 
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a  bishop V 

Washburn  seemed  always  able  to 
maintain  his  serenity  and  to  re¬ 
spond  with  the  mind  of  Christ. 

Now  there  was  a  bishop! 

Both  Bishop  Pope,  87,  and  Bish¬ 
op  Washburn,  78,  lived  long,  full 
lives  and  retired  several  years  ago. 
Our  church  is  stronger  because  of 
the  definition  by  example  each  of 
them  gave  to  the  term  "bishop." 

— SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 

Dr.  Dunnam  is  Editor/General  Man¬ 
ager  of  the  Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 


“As  for  the  rich  in  this  world, 
charge  them  not  to  be  haughty,  nor 
to  set  their  hopes  on  uncertain  rich¬ 
es  but  on  God  who  richly  furnishes 
us  with  everything  to  enjoy,” 


Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Colosslans  3:4) 


Readings  for  week  of  July  9 

Monday:  Psalms  4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  5:1-8 
Wednesday:  1  Kings  21:1-3,  17-21 
Thursday:  Luke  10:1-12,  17-20 
Friday:  Luke  10  21-24 
Saturday:  Galatians  6:1-6 
Sunday:  Galatians  6:7-18 


“We  face  in  our  churches  and  cir¬ 
cle  of  friends  opportunities  for  min¬ 
istry  among  victims  of  violence  in 
our  homes  and  on  the  streets  , . . 
Among  the  many  ways  we  address 
this  challenge  is  in  ministry  to, 
with,  and  by  prisoners  and  their 
loved  ones,  with  the  staff  in  crimi¬ 
nal  justice  systems  and  volunteers 
seeking  improvements  in  prisons  or 
their  alternatives.” 

— Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano,  Denver  Area 


and  uncertainty  . . ,  We  all  feel 
strongly  that,  in  whatever  we  do 
and  say,  we  must  act  responsibly,  to 
the  best  interest  of  the  church  as 
God  guides  us  to  see.  We  firmly  be¬ 
lieve  God’s  justice  and  people’s  de¬ 
mocracy  will  prevail." 

— Bishop  K.H.  Ting,  president,  Chi¬ 
na  Christian  Council,  and  Mr.  Han 
VVenzao,  General  Secretary  of  The 
Amity  Foundation 

*  *  * 


«  *  * 

“What  we  did  not  want  China  to 
get  into  has  actually  happened  . . . 
What  a  shock  it  is  to  us,  to  our  fam¬ 
ilies,  to  our  colleagues  and  to  the 
whole  people  of  China.  We  are  with 
our  people  in  this  time  of  suffering 


"The  church’s  priority  must  be  its 
mission,  not  its  machinery.  The  store¬ 
front  churches  are  modeling  the  vitali¬ 
ty  of  the  Gospel  for  the  cathedrals." 

— The  Rev,  Daniel  Weiss,  general 
secretary  of  the  American  Baptist 
Churches 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation  s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church's  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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Faith  in  the  world 
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watch 


QUICK  STARTER:  Moments  after  be¬ 
ing  elected  president  of  the  British  Methodist 
Conference,  the  Rev.  John  Vincent  denounced 
his  government’s  social  policies  as  a  perversion 
of  Christian  doctrine.  He  said  any  taxation  poli¬ 
cy  which  increases  the  wealth  of  the  rich  and 
worsens  the  plight  of  the  poor  is  un-Christian. 
Some  angry  church  members,  including  about 
30  Conservative  members  of  Parliament,  said 
he  did  not  represent  all  Methodists. 

BISHOP  POPE  DIES:  Retired  Bishop 
W.  Kenneth  Pope,  episcopal  leader  of  the  Meth- 
odist  Church’s  Arkansas 
Area  (1960-64)  and  the 
Methodist/United  Method¬ 
ist  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area 
(1964-72),  died  of  natural 
causes  June  26  in  Dallas. 

He  was  87.  After  retiring, 
he  was  bishop-in-residence 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Southern  Methodist  W.  Kenneth  Pope 
University.  In  1969  he  was  elected  first  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Texas  Conference  of  Churches,  a 
pioneering  regional  ecumenical  body  which  in¬ 
cludes  Roman  Catholic  as  well  as  Protestant 
and  Orthodox  membership.  During  a  55-year 
ministry,  he  served  churches  in  Springfield, 
Mo.;  Austin,  Texas  and  Houston,  Texas.  He  is 
survived  by  a  daughter  and  son. 

CHINESE  VILLAGE:  Free  the  Fathers, 

a  Tennessee-based  human-rights  group  founded 
in  1983  to  work  for  the  release  of  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  priests  from  Chinese  prisons,  has  launched 
another  relief  effort.  This  one  is  to  help  Chinese 
villagers  whose  homes  were  destroyed  by  gov¬ 
ernment  troops  in  retaliation  for  a  Roman 
Catholic  worship  service.  John  Davies,  the 
United  Methodist  layman  who  heads  Free  the 
Fathers,  said  5,000  troops  used  electric  cattle 
prods  to  beat  villagers,  critically  injuring  88  and 
killing  two  children. 

AWARD  WINNERS:  Peter  Steinfels 
df  the  “New  York  Times”  was  given  the  $2,500 
John  Templeton  Reporter  of  the  Year  Award 
for  excellence  in  religion  writing.  The  presenta¬ 
tion  was  made  at  the  recent  annual  meeting  of 
the  Religion  Newswriters  Association  in  Las 
Vegas,  Nev.  Winners  of  other  top  awards  were 
Gus  Niebuhr  of  the  “Atlanta  Constitution”  and 
Mary  Owen  of  the  Davis  (Calif.)  “Enterprise.” 
The  Jacksonville  (Fla.)  “Times-Union  Journal” 
won  the  Harold  Schachern  Memorial  Award  for 
outstanding  religion  section. 

TROOPER'S  CROSSES  :  A  state 

trooper  is  fighting  a  Hamilton,  Ohio,  zoning  law 
in  an  effort  to  keep  three  large 
crosses  on  his  property.  Zon¬ 
ing  officials  have  told  Trooper 
John  Elsaesser  the  crosses  vio¬ 
late  a  local  law  saying  no 
structures  may  be  placed  with¬ 
in  thirty  feet  of  a  property  I 
line.  Mr.  Elsaesser.  a  Catholic,  says  the  crosses 
aren’t  permanent  because  they’ll  only  be  on  his 
property  until  the  second  coming  of  Christ. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Bishop  says  chiefs  departure  'best'  for  NCC 


Compiled  from  news  reports 

NEW  YORK — Last  week’s 
resignation  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  chief  exec¬ 
utive  is  “in  the  best  interest  of 
the  whole  council  and  its  future.” 

That’s  the  opinion  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Tal¬ 
bert  (San  Francisco  Area),  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  NCC  General  Board. 

The  Rev.  Arie  R.  Brouwer  re¬ 
signed  June  27  as  general  secretary 
of  the  NCC,  effective  June  30. 

A  United  Methodist  layman, 
James  Hamilton,  NCC  associate 
general  secretary  for  public  poli¬ 
cy,  will  serve  as  acting  general 
secretary  until  an  interim  execu¬ 
tive  is  named. 

Dr.  Brouwer,  who  has  headed 
the  ecumenical  agency  since 
1985,  told  a  news  conference  that 


his  resignation  is  “a  direct  result 
of  events  precipitated  at  the  gov¬ 
erning  board  meeting"  in  May 
(see  UMR,  June  2). 

At  that  stormy  meeting  in  Lex¬ 
ington,  Ky.,  an  executive  commit¬ 
tee  recommendation  for  “new 
leadership”  for  the  NCC  received 
a  57-57  vote  with  12  abstentions. 

Dr.  Brouwer  has  been  under 
fire  for  two  years  over  his  efforts 
to  centralize  decision-making 
power  in  the  NCC  and  force  vari¬ 
ous  units,  particularly  Church 
World  Service,  to  pay  more  for 
shared  administrative  services  in 
the  face  of  shrinking  budgets. 

Bishop  Talbert,  chairman  of 
the  “Committee  of  Fifteen”  that 
proposed  a  new  NCC  structure 
adopted  at  the  Lexington  meet¬ 
ing,  said  he  was  “grateful”  that 
Dr.  Brouwer  did  “what  needed 


to  be  done.” 

The  bishop  added,  “The  coun¬ 
cil  is  on  the  track.  It  adopted  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Fif¬ 
teen.  What  is  needed  is  for  the 
transition  committee  to  do  its 
work  and  for  the  council  to  set  in 
motion  the  process  of  choosing 
new  leadership. 

“It  would  be  a  mistake  for  any¬ 
one  to  assume  the  NCC  is  in  re¬ 
treat.  The  ecumenical  movement 
is  alive  and  well.” 

In  the  controversial  address 
that  precipitated  immediate 
events  leading  to  his  resignation. 
Dr.  Brouwer  accused  “a  small 
elite  of  powerful  denominational 
bureaucrats”  of  character  assassi¬ 
nation  and  a  “lust  for  retribu¬ 
tion”  in  response  to  his  style  of 
leadership. 

Critics  of  his  leadership  style 


have  accused  Dr.  Brouwer  of 
treating  the  council  staff  in  an 
authoritarian  manner. 

Dr.  Brouwer  told  last  week’s 
news  conference  he  is  resigning 
voluntarily  on  “mutually  accept¬ 
able  terms.” 

NCC  President  Patricia 
McClurg  said  his  salary  will  be 
paid  for  the  duration  of  his  con¬ 
tract,  which  runs  through  1991. 

Dr.  Brouwer,  53,  came  to  the 
NCC  in  January  1985  after  two 
years  as  deputy  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  six  years  as  general  secretary 
of  his  own  denomination,  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  in  America. 

In  a  statement  distributed  at 
the  news  conference,  NCC  offi¬ 
cers  expressed  appreciation  for 
Dr.  Brouwer’s  “outstanding  con¬ 
tribution"  and  his  “courageous 


witness  for  justice  and  peace, 
both  within  the  churches  and 
throughout  the  world.” 

The  Rev.  William  McKinney 
of  Hartford  Seminary,  co-author 
of  a  book  titled  “American 
Mainline  Religion,”  said  Dr. 
Brouwer’s  resignation  should 
help  the  council  grapple  with 
more  serious  problems  of  identi¬ 
ty  that  it  must  overcome. 

The  resignation,  he  suggested, 
"takes  away  the  last  excuse  for 
steering  into  the  abyss.” 

Membership  in  the  NCC’s  mem¬ 
ber  communions  totals  42  million. 
United  Methodists  account  for 
about  9  million  of  the  total. 

Associate  Editor  Stephen  L. 
Swecker  edited  this  based  in  part 
on  reports  from  United  Method¬ 
ist  News  Service  and  Religious 
News  Service. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  GlfN  LARUM 

ETCHMIADZIN,  Armenia — The  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer  (second  from  left)  tours  earthquake-ravaged  Armenia  earlier  this  year 
with  NCC  relief  specialist  Kenlynn  Schroeder  (at  left);  Archbishop  Torkum  Manoogian  of  the  Armenian  Church  of  Ameri¬ 
ca;  and  Ann  Beardsley,  head  of  Church  World  Service,  the  NCC's  relief  arm.  Ironically,  it  was  Dr.  Brouwer's  disputes 
with  Church  World  Service  officials  that  contributed  to  his  resignation  June  30. 

Social-action  head  decries  Supreme  Court  rulings 


Brouwer's  NCC 
years  tumultuous 

January  1985 — Dr.  Brouwer  takes  of¬ 
fice  as  the  NCC’s  chief  executive. 

May  1985 — NCC  Governing  Board 
names  "implementation  committee”  to 
carry  out  plans  to  centralize  NCC  struc¬ 
ture;  Dr.  Brouwer  calls  the  plan  a  “step 
toward  the  healing  of  the  brokenness  of 
this  body.” 

May  1987 — Governing  Board  names 
special  panel  to  deal  with  growing  ten¬ 
sions  between  Dr.  Brouwer  and  Church 
World  Service,  the  NCC’s  relief  arm,  pri¬ 
marily  over  sharing  of  resources  to  fund 
council-wide  functions; 

May  1988 — J.  Richard  Butler,  Church 
World  Service  director,  resigns  after  a  se¬ 
ries  of  confrontations  with  Dr.  Brouwer; 
Mr.  Butler  states  that  he  cannot  work  un¬ 
der  Dr.  Brouwer’s  “authoritarian  leader¬ 
ship  style.” 

May  1989 — Dr.  Brouwer  lashes  out  at 
critics  who,  he  says,  have  spread  “ru¬ 
mors,  innuendo  and  false  charges”  about 
him  and  his  leadership  style;  a  Governing 
Board  executive  committee  recommen¬ 
dation  to  fire  Dr.  Brouwer  fails  on  a  57- 
57  tie  vote  with  1 2  abstentions. 

June  1989 — Dr.  Brouwer  resigns. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Recent 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  decisions 
dealt  “severe  blows”  to  programs 
designed  to  assure  rights  of  wom¬ 
en  and  minorities,  says  the  head 
of  United  Methodism’s  social  ac¬ 
tion  agency. 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett  said  that,  in  effect,  the 
Supreme  Court  has: 


✓  Rewritten  the  rules  for  mi¬ 
nority  hiring  in  U.S.  government 
and  industry. 

✓  Limited  the  scope  of  affir¬ 
mative  action  and  chipped  away 
at  basic  civil  rights  for  women 
and  minorities. 

Mr.  Fassett  said  the  most  dis¬ 
tressing  ruling  issued  this  year 
came  in  the  case  of  Brenda 
Patterson  vs.  the  McLean  Credit 
Union,  a  case  in  which  the  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  filed  a  friend 
of  court  brief. 

In  that  case,  by  a  5-4  vote,  the 
court  limited  the  scope  of  a  key 
civil  rights  law,  ruling  that  it  does 
not  apply  to  racial  harassment  in 
the  work  place. 

The  ruling  makes  it  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  sue  an  employer  for  racial 
harassment,  said  Mr.  Fassett. 

Mr.  Fassett  also  condemned  the 


Supreme  Court’s  refusal  to  ex¬ 
clude  children  and  retarded  per¬ 
sons  from  the  death  penalty. 

"To  order  execution  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  mentally  retarded  per¬ 
sons,  for  whom  we  have  a  special 
responsibility,  is  reprehensible.” 

Those  actions  must  be  decried 
by  people  of  faith,  he  said.  “It  is 
an  outrage  that  we  must  protest 
and  work  to  change.” 

Thirty  people,  all  under  age  18 


when  they  committed  murders, 
await  execution. 

Courts  estimate  that  as  many 
as  one-fifth  of  the  nearly  2,200 
men  and  women  on  death  row 
nationwide  have  some  degree  of 
retardation. 

United  Methodist  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  state  the  church’s  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  death  penalty  and 
urge  “its  elimination  from  all 
criminal  codes.” 


FALL  FOLIAGE  with  TAUCK  TOURS 

•  New  England/Nova  Scotia-  Sept.  25 

•  Laurentian  New  England-  Sept.  25 
ALL  WORLD  TOURS,  INC. 

1401  Elm,  Suite  1955,  Dallas,  Texas  75202 
Metro  (214)  226-4210  or  Toll  Free  1-000-323-8568. 
$100.00  discount  If  booked  by  July  21st. 
Applies  to  new  bookings  only! 


Some  UMs  back  sanctions  despite  findings 


SILK  SCREENED  APRONS 

L . 

United  Methodist 
today? 

♦Yellow  apron  with  navy  imprint  IAUM501) 

•  White  apron  with  royal  blue  imprint  (AUM502)|| 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint  (AUMS0O1 

•  36"  long  and  24”  wide  •  Durable  easy-care  faSHc 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

Apron  (AUM501.  AUM502.  AUM503)  $9.  two  aprons-$16. 
six  aprons  $42  Specify  colons)  desired  Add  sales  tax  for 
delivery  in  N.Y.  Money  back  guarantee  Also  available  for 
M  other  denominations. 
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MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd.  U.M.,  Cuba,N.Y.  14727 


SHALEM 

SPIRITUAL 

GUIDANCE 

PROGRAM 


JANUARY  1990-  DECEMBER  1991 

Emphasis  on  direct  contemplative 
presence  to  God  for  others 
Our  ecumenical  program  is  open  to  clergy,  reli¬ 
gious,  counselors,  laity  who  want  support  and 
deepening  In  their  ministries  of  spiritual  guidance 
with  individuals  and  groups.  Graduate  credit  from 
Washington  Theological  Union  optional. 

At-Home  Work  Jan.-  April,  1990 

1st  Residency  May  22-  June  1,  1990 

At-Home  Work  Sept.  1990-  May,  1991 

2nd  Residency  June  18-28,  1991 

Integrative  Phase  Sept.-  Dec.,  1991 

Ecumenical  Staff:  Tilden  Edwards,  Gerald  May, 
Rose  Mary  Dougherty.  Shaun  McCarty  and  others, 
Shalem  Institute  for  Spiritual  Formation, 
Mount  St.  Alban,  Washington,  D.C. 
20016.  Phone:  (202)  966-7050. 

Other  programs  are  also  available. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

Despite  a  recent  Gallup  report 
that  most  South  African  blacks 
think  sanctions  are  a  bad  idea, 
many  United  Methodists  still  think 
they  are  a  good  idea. 

Sanctions  are  economic  efforts  to 
force  the  South  African  government 
to  dismantle  apartheid — its  policy 
of  legal  separation  of  races. 

Sanctions  include  refusal  to  do 
business  with  South  African  firms 
and  the  pullout  of  foreign  compa¬ 
nies  from  that  country. 

Like  several  United  Methodists 
surveyed  last  week,  the  Rev.  L. 
Robert  McClean,  an  official  of  the 
denomination’s  social  action  agen¬ 
cy— the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  doubts  the  Gallup 
poll’s  validity. 

No  matter  how  hard  pollsters  try, 
it  is  difficult  to  get  frank  answers 
from  South  African  blacks  about 
their  support  or  nonsupport  of 
sanctions,  said  Mr.  McClean. 

He  pointed  out  that  South  Afri¬ 
cans  who  declare  support  for  sanc¬ 
tions  can  be  jailed. 

However,  Gallup  official  Neil 
Upmeyer,  who  coordinated  the  sur¬ 
vey  of  2,192  South  Africans,  con¬ 
tends  the  survey  is  accurate. 

He  said  pollsters  took  pains  to 
put  respondents  at  ease. 

The  survey  showed  that  an  over¬ 
whelming  majority  of  South  Afri¬ 
cans  believe  sanctions  (84  percent) 
and  divestment  (85  percent)  are  bad 
ideas.  Blacks  and  whites  are  equally 
likely  to  hold  these  views  (see  sepa¬ 
rate  story). 

Mr.  Upmeyer,  acknowledging 
that  Gallup  was  “concerned”  about 
the  difficulties  inherent  in  such  a 
survey  at  the  outset,  said  Gallup 


took  steps  designed  to  minimize  the 
fear  factor. 

Interviews  were  conducted  in  the 
homes  of  respondents,  he  said,  in 
the  language  of  the  respondents,  by 
pollsters  of  the  same  race  as  the  re¬ 
spondents. 

Mr.  McClean  admitted  that  there 
is  disagreement  among  United 
Methodists  about  how  best  to  bring 
down  apartheid,  but  said,  “Sanc¬ 
tions  still  seem  to  be  the  best  tool 
we  have  at  present.” 


He  and  others  cite  repeated  calls 
for  sanctions  by  religious  leaders  in 
South  Africa,  even  though  those 
leaders  admit  that  sanctions  will 
cause  suffering — primarily  unem¬ 
ployment — among  blacks. 

South  Africa’s  black  church  lead¬ 
ership,  particulary  among  Method¬ 
ists,  is  not  unanimous  in  its  support 
of  sanctions,  however. 

Bishop  Stanley  Mogoba,  presid¬ 
ing  bishop  of  the  850,000-member 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Afri¬ 


ca,  has  questioned  the  use  of  sanc¬ 
tions  and  has  urged  negotiation 
rather  than  confrontation. 

The  Rev.  Vivian  Harris,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa,  told  the 
Reporter  last  week  that  only  a  small 
minority  of  its  membership  sup¬ 
ports  sanctions. 

Bishop  Khoza  Mgojo  of  the 
Southern  African  church’s  Natal 
district  has  been  a  spokesman  for 
that  minority. 

Cus  Spohn  of  Religious  News 
Service  contributed  to  this  article. 


ChooseHLife 
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FROM  TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

1-800-848-2131 


Growing  With  Today’s  Children 
by  James  R.  Jacobson 
A  realistic  Christian  guide  to  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  parenting  in  our  modem 
society. 

Order  now  to  receive  a  20%  discount 
off  of  the  original  $6.95  price. 
C.S.S.  Publishing  Co. 

628  S.  Main  Street 
Lima,  Ohio  45804 
1-800-537-1030 


CHOIR  ROBES 

EXPERT  COQ9S 
TAILORING"tO  op 

Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

lEGENCY 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


Here  are  some  Gallup  survey  findings  on  South  African 
opinions  on  sanctions  and  divestment: 

✓  More  whites  (95  percent)  than  blacks  (82  percent)  oppose 
sanctions. 

✓  The  possibility  that  sanctions  and  divestment  will  lead  to 
higher  unemployment  is  the  reason  most  frequently  given  by 
South  Africans  for  thinking  such  policies  are  a  bad  idea. 

✓  Blacks  (33  percent)  are  more  supportive  than  whites  (12 
percent)  of  sanctions  that  would  result  in  the  government 
resigning. 

✓  Given  the  possibility  they  would  lose  their  jobs  because  of 
sanctions,  more  than  three-quarters  of  the  population  oppose 
sanctions.  But  14  percent  of  the  blacks  say  they  would  support 
sanctions  and  boycotts  even  under  conditions  of  personal 
hardship. 

✓  About  16  percent  believes  sanctions  will  lead  the 
government  to  end  apartheid. 

✓  Half  of  all  South  Africans  believe  sanctions  imposed  by  the 
United  States  would  be  at  least  somewhat  successful  in  forcing 
changes  in  South  Africa's  apartheid  policies. 


EMORY  UNIVERSITY 

Emory  University  invites  nominations  and  applications  for  a  senior  de¬ 
velopment  position.  Recognized  as  among  the  nation's  leading  instiu- 
tional  advancement  programs,  the  Development  Division  at  Emory  seeks 
a  professional  colleague  who  brings  proven  fund  raising  skills  and  who 
wishes  to  join  an  institution  of  increasing  national  attention. 

Within  one  year  it  is  anticipated  that  Emory  will  embark  on  a  major 
comprehensive  campaign.  The  following  position  offers  capable  individ¬ 
uals  an  opportunity  to  be  part  of  this  effort  and  to  assume  considerable 
responsibility  in  its  success. 

Director  of  Development,  Candler  School  of  Theology 

This  position  has  responsibility  for  all  development  priorities  and  activi¬ 
ties  related  to  the  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Reports  to  Dean  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  School  and  to  the  Associate  Vice  President  for  Development. 

Please  direct  nominations  and  applications,  including  references  and 
salary  requirements  to:  Deve,opment  Search 

209  Administration  Building 
Emory  University 
Atlanta,  GA  30322 
Application  deadline  July  21,  1989 

Emory  University  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity  employer. 


The  United  Methodist 
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Faith  — = 

^connections 

RACIAL  SLURS:  No  arrests  have  been 
reported  in  the  desecration  of  Rock  Hill  (S.C.) 
United  Methodist  Church.  After  worshipping  at 
the  church  last  month,  Bishop  Joseph  Bethea 
(South  Carolina  Area)  and  his  cabinet  are  offer¬ 
ing  a  S1,000  reward  for  information  leading  to 
the  arrest  and  conviction  of  those  responsible. 
Rock  Hill  UMC  is  one  of  three  black  churches 
recently  damaged  by  vandals  and  painted  with 
racial  slurs  in  South  Carolina. 

HUMAN  RIGHTS  LEADER:  Bishop 

Isaias  Gutierrez,  retired  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Chile,  was  awarded  the 
Monsenor  Oscar  Amulfo  Romero  Award  re¬ 
cently  for  “promoting  peace,  justice,  and  hu¬ 
man  rights”  in  Chile  during  1988.  Bishop 
Gutierrez,  who  serves  on  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  is  director  of  the  School  for  Latin 
American  Evangelism  in  Iquique,  Chile. 

AFRICAN  COVENANT:  Ministers 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  African 
have  been  asked  to  preach  in  the  Southern  New 
England  Annual  Conference.  In  a  “live”  tele¬ 
phone  conversation  with  South  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Stanley  Mogoba  at  the  conference 
session.  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston  Area) 
pledged  the  conference’s  help  for  reconciliation 
ministries  in  that  country  and  promised  to 
bring  ministers  to  the  Boston  area  to  further 
their  studies. 

ANOTHER  MERGER?:  Delegates  to 
the  Memphis  and  Tennessee  annual  conferences 
voted  last  month  to  set  a  two-year  timeline  on  a 
plan  for  merging  the  conferences.  Officials  will 
hold  hearings  on  the  proposal  in  local  churches 
and  districts.  The  vote  is  scheduled  for  1991. 
Last  month,  the  North  Mississippi  and  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  conferences  created  the  Mississippi  An¬ 
nual  Conference  (see  UMR,  June  23). 

PEACE  IN  THE  MIDDLE  EAST: 

United  Methodists  at  a  symposium  on  Palestine 
held  at  the  United  Nations  recently  said  they 
believe  an  international  conference  is  essential 
for  a  Middle  East  peace  process.  Bishop  C.  Dale 
White,  (New  York  Area)  said  such  a  meeting  is 
increasingly  urgent  with  “the  hard  line  of  the 
right-wing  Israeli  government  becoming  more 
and  more  brutal.” 

RELIEF  MINISTRIES:  Lloyd  Rollins,  a 
United  Methodist  diaconal  minister  from  Gulf¬ 
port,  Miss.,  is  the  new  disaster  response  special¬ 
ist  at  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Reliefs  headquarters  at  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York.  Mr.  Rollins  will 
be  one  of  several  staff  members  offering  weekly 
updates  on  the  UMCOR  hotline  ( 1  -800-84 1  - 
1235.) 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


Faith  at  work  IULY7,  198' 

Ben  Hill  'pays'  attention  to  the  Gospel 

Growing  congregation  put  priority  on  tithe >  not  on  'selling  chicken  dinners' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — “There’s  no  one 
selling  chicken  dinners  and  such 
at  Ben  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church  to  raise  money  for  our 
budget,”  says  the  Rev.  Walter  L. 
Kimbrough,  pastor  of  the  Atlanta 
church. 

“If  Ben  Hill’s  ministry  needs 
it,  we’ll  pay  for  it.” 

Dr.  Kimbrough  says  if  a  church 
is  serious  about  biblical  witness,  it 
will  listen  to  the  biblical  mandate 
to  "bring  all  tithes  and  offerings 
into  the  storehouse.” 

In  fact,  visitors  attending  a 
worship  service  are  told  that  Ben 
Hill  is  a  tithing  church.  Tithers 
are  asked  to  come  forward  before 
each  offertory  and  bring  their 
gifts.  Then,  offering  plates  are 
passed  to  the  others  in  the  pews. 

Since  the  church  believes  so 
much  in  tithing,  last  year  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  board  set  a  policy 
that  there  will  be  no  fund  raising 
at  Ben  Hill,  so  there’s  “no  selling 
of  chicken  dinners.” 

With  an  emphasis  on  tithing, 
in  two  years  Ben  Hill  has  more 
than  doubled  the  church  budget 
to  $2,056,719. 

Every  Sunday,  hundreds  of  At¬ 
lantans  come  in  shifts — 7:45 
a.m.,  9:45  a.m.,  11:45  a.m.  as  if 
going  to  work.  It’s  the  largest 
black  United  Methodist  church 
in  this  country. 

But  members  will  quickly  tell 
you  that  attending  spirit-filled, 
joyful,  worship  services  that 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  200-year- 
old  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  will  halt  all  printing  and 
binding  operations  no  later  than 
July  1,  1990. 

Meeting  in  Charlotte,  N.C., 
June  26-27,  the  50  directors 
making  up  the  Board  of  Publica¬ 
tion  said  presses  and  other  equip¬ 
ment  will  be  disposed  of  “on  the 
most  favorable  basis." 

Printing  work  done  for  pub¬ 
lishing  units  of  the  house  and 


“praise  the  name  of  Jesus”  is 
only  part  of  the  reason  why  Ben 
Hill  has  6,000-plus  members. 
People  here  learn  to  take  serious¬ 
ly  the  responsibility  of  going  to 
work — for  the  Lord! 

The  late  Florentene  Johnson, 
who  chaired  the  administrative 
board  last  year,  summed  up  the 
mission  statement  of  Ben  Hill 
church  in  her  November  report 
during  the  annual  church  meeting: 

“Our  objectives  were  to  win 
persons  to  Christ,  deepen  our  spir¬ 
itual  lives  and  meet  the  spiritual 
needs  of  our  members,”  she  said. 

Valerie  Earvin,  director  of  ad¬ 
ministrative  services  for  the 
church,  said  the  church  plans  to  in¬ 
crease  membership  to  10,000  in 
the  next  five  to  seven  years,  in  time 
to  celebrate  Ben  Hill’s  centennial. 

Guided  by  an  expansion  com¬ 
mittee,  the  congregation  also  en¬ 
visions  a  larger  sanctuary,  a 
family  life  center,  and  increasing 
its  43-member  staff,  she  said. 

Although  the  congregation  is 
95  years  old,  Ben  Hill  didn’t  so¬ 
lidify  its  ministry  in  the  Atlanta 
community  until  1975.  That’s 
when  the  North  Georgia  Confer¬ 
ence  appointed  a  black  minister 
to  the  integrated  congregation. 

When  the  Rev.  Cornelius  L. 


other  United  Methodist  agencies 
will  be  contracted  out  with  other 
printers  within  a  year,  the  an¬ 
nouncement  said. 

The  printing  and  binding  plant 
has  more  than  200  full-time  em¬ 
ployees.  The  board’s  resolution 
asked  management  to  recom¬ 
mend  severance  provisions  for 
workers  not  finding  other  em¬ 
ployment  before  printing  opera¬ 
tions  cease. 

The  full-time  work  force  has 
declined  by  almost  100  since 
Sept.  30  through  natural  attri- 


Henderson  came  there,  Ben  Hill 
had  about  300  members.  Aver¬ 
age  attendance  was  75-100,  since 
many  of  the  original  white  mem¬ 
bers  had  moved  when  blacks 
moved  into  the  neighborhood. 


tion,  early  retirements  and  occa¬ 
sional  layoffs,  a  spokesman  said. 

President  and  Publisher  Rob¬ 
ert  Feaster  said  the  decision  to 
halt  printing  and  binding  was  the 
culmination  of  years  of  study  of 
the  feasibility  of  continued  oper¬ 
ation  of  a  printing  plant. 

“This  decision  by  the  board 
propels  the  publishing  house  in  a 
new  strategic  direction,”  Mr. 
Feaster  said  in  the  statement  giv¬ 
en  reporters.  “We  will  be  focus¬ 
ing  more  on  our  communication 
role  and  our  national  distribu- 


Under  Dr.  Henderson’s  leader¬ 
ship,  Ben  Hill  became  known 
throughout  Atlanta  for  power- 
packed  preaching  and  exception¬ 
al  choirs  that  made  people  shout 
in  the  aisles. 


tion  system.  This  issue  is  one  of 
how  to  best  exercise  good  stew¬ 
ardship  in  using  our  resources  to 
further  our  mission.” 

Methodist  printing  operations 
began  in  Nashville  in  1855  and 
in  New  York  in  1824.  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Publishing  House 
is  the  largest  church-owned 
printing  operation  in  Nashville. 

A  dollar  value  on  equipment 
was  not  given  in  the  house’s  state¬ 
ment,  but  included  are  eight  press¬ 
es,  including  three  five-color  web 
presses. 


Some  people  came  to  church  an 
hour  early  just  to  be  assured  a  seat. 

Dr.  Henderson  left  to  become 
superintendent  of  the  Atlanta- 
Emory  District  in  1986.  In  his  1 1 
years  there,  membership  rose  to 
4,300. 

Dynamic  spiritual  preaching, 
an  inspirational  music  ministry, 
lay  evangelism,  and  committed 
laity  continued  with  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Dr.  Kimbrough  as  senior 
pastor.  And  so  did  the  member¬ 
ship  growth. 

With  a  philosophy  of  “expect¬ 
ing  a  net  groWth  of  10  percent  ev¬ 
ery  year”  Dr.  Kimbrough 
brought  the  total  to  5,301  in 
1987.  As  of  early  June,  the  mem¬ 
bership  count  was  6,236,  surpass¬ 
ing  all  other  churches  in  the 
North  Georgia  conference. 

" The  Church  Aflame"  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of 
all  sizes  that  are  growing  numerical¬ 
ly,  shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the 
denomination's  financial  obligations 
and  offering  outstanding  ministries 
in  their  communities.  To  nominate  a 
church  write  "Church  Aflame,"  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

Ministries 
never  stop 

Ben  Hill  UMC  has  ministries 
going  on  nearly  every  day  of  the 
week.  Among  them: 

/  Mission  programs  with  chil¬ 
dren  of  Kimberly  Court  Housing 
Project,  five  miles  from  the 
church.  During  the  week,  mem¬ 
bers  provide  tutoring  services  in 
the  housing  project. 

/  A  computerized  learning 
center  for  elementary  school  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  housing  project. 

/  A  role  model  program  fea¬ 
turing  Christian  professional  ath¬ 
letes  and  airline  pilots  who  teach 
children  self  esteem. 

✓  A  food  pantry  and  hot-meal 
program  for  homeless  families. 

/  Ten  groups  in  the  music 
ministry — eight  choirs,  a  sym¬ 
phonic  ensemble  and  a  handbell 
choir — for  every  musical  taste. 


Publishing  House  to 
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ATLANTA — Hundreds  of  sandwiches  to  feed  the  hungry  are 
prepared  by  a  mission  team  at  Ben  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Atlanta.  The  church's  mission  statement  is  to  "make 
disciples  for  Christ"  through  all  its  programs. 

close  printing  plant 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

TONKA WA,  OK-  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  is  seeking  a  full-time  Wesley  Foundation/ 
Youth  Director.  Position  involves  working  with 
Junior  College  60%  of  time  and  working  with 
youth  40%  of  time.  Need  to  be  a  college  graduate 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/PROGRAM.  Will 
work  closely  with  Council  on  Ministries.  Salary 
and  benefit  package  competitive.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  156,  Fairfield,  TX  75840. 

and  interested  in  a  career  in  ministry.  Experience 
preferred.  Ideal  job  for  single  man  or  woman.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  many  benefits.  Send  resume  and  letter  of 
application  to:  Rev.  David  A.  Burris,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  248,  Tonkawa, 
OK  74653. 

EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  WITH  PRIMARY 
emphasis  on  children  and  youth  ministries.  500- 
member  church.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Steven  W. 
Caraway.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  W inn- 
field,  LA  71483. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 45  week, 
S450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WITH  SKILLS  IN  direc- 
toring  children’s  and  youth  choirs.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Would  consider  full-time  or  part-time.  Send 
resume  to:  Lakewood  United  Methodist  Church, 
5995- 9th  St., South,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33705. 

(704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 
mulations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  nego¬ 
tiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

FULL-TIME  CHORAL  DIRECTOR  SOUGHT 
to  grow  music  ministry  in  church  of  1 300  +  with 
very  active  programming.  Experience  in  growing 
choirs  desired.  Competitive  compensation  pack¬ 
age.  Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  Tim  Walker,  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Box  88.  Graham,  TX 
76046.(817)  549-0970. 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94109  (415)  673-6768.  | 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  part- 
time  position  open  immediately  in  a  650-member 
and  growing  church  in  Northwest  Houston,  close 
to  downtown.  Job  description  available.  Excel¬ 
lent  opportunity  to  grow  with  church.  Send  re¬ 
sume  or  contact:  Dr.  David  N.  Capehart,  St. 
Mark's  United  Methodist  Church,  600  Pecore, 
Houston,  TX  77009. 

nal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30 
a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  Church. 
Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’ 
National  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36, 
Huntington,  WV  25706-0036. 

SEEKING  MINISTER  TO  FAMILIES  and 
Youth  to  continue  and  expand  ongoing  program 
in  2100-member  church.  Position  open  in  mid- 
August.  Negotiable  salary/benefit  package.  Send 
resume  and  overview  of  ministry  philosophy  to: 
Rev.  Bruce  Mitchell,  Trinity  UMc,  3200  Mana¬ 
tee  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  FL  34205.  Phone: 
(813)  747-3704. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Full¬ 
time  position  opens  August  I  in  1600+  member 
church  with  full-graded  choirs  and  handbells.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  include  directorship  of  church's 
Musical  Arts  Series.  Experience  preferred.  Salary 
commensurate  with  the  training  and  experience. 
Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
204  E.  Spring  Street,  Cookeville,  TN  38501. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and 
Children's  Ministries.  St.  Mark  United  Method¬ 
ist  church,  a  congregation  of  900  members  locat¬ 
ed  in  the  beautiful  Rio  Grand  Valley  in  McAllen, 
Texas  is  seeking  a  full-time  director  of  youth  and 
children's  ministries.  Responsibilities  include  ad- 
ministration  of  the  educational  program  and  en¬ 
listing  leadership  for  age  level  ministries  and  oth¬ 
er  lay  volunteers.  United  Methodist  background 
preferred  with  experience  required.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable  depending  on  education  and  experience. 
Please  submit  resume  and  references  to:  Rev. 
Keith  Wyatt,  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church, 
301  W.  Pecan,  McAllen,  TX  78501.  Telephone: 
(512)682-1481. 

32  FULLY  UPHOLSTERED  OAK  PEWS,  chan¬ 
deliers,  and  pulpit.  Ail  in  excellent  condition. 
Chapel  of  the  Cross,  4333  Cole,  Dallas,  TX 
75205.(214)  521-6062. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Mt.  Vernon,  TX.  Require¬ 
ments:  Methodist  understanding  four  year  de¬ 
gree.  clear  sense  of  faith  and  calling.  Salary  com¬ 
petitive.  (214)  537-2666.  P.O.  Box  659,  Mt. 
Vernon,  TX  75457. 

FALL  FOLIAGE  TOURS  WITH  TAUCK  Tours, 
September  25-  New  England  Laurentian  and  New 
England/Nova  Scotia.  5100.00  discount  for  new 
bookings  if  made  by  July  21!  All  World  Tours, 
1401  Elm  Street,  Suite  1955.  Dallas,  TX  75202. 
Metro  (2 14)  22^42 1 0  or  toll  free  1-800-323-8568. 

FOR  SALE:  3  BEDROOM,  Vh  BATH,  furnished 
Victorian  cottage,  Methodist  Campground,  Des 
Plaines,  Illinois,  60016.  Electric:  heating,  cooling, 
refrigerator,  stove,  washer,  dryer.  Ideal  family  liv¬ 
ing:  playground,  swimming,  tennis.  Shopping 
transportation  close.  Asking  SI 7,000.  Hofmann 
(312)298-1436. 

HOSPITAL  CHAPLAIN.  CHALLENGING  po¬ 
sition  in  a  285-bed  acute  care  hospital.  Individual 
responsible  for  coordination,  training  develop¬ 
ment  of  60-member  volunteer  chaplaincy  pro- 
gram.  Duties  also  include  pastoral,  spiritual  care 
for  patients,  families,  hospital  staff.  Applicants 
must  hold  college  and  seminary  degrees,  be  or¬ 
dained.  have  three  years  of  experience  in  parish 
ministry  beyond  ordination.  Chaplaincy  experi¬ 
ence  and  C.P.E.  accreditation  preferred.  Resumes 
should  be  sent  to:  Employment  Coordinator, 
Blessing  Hospital,  1005  Broadway,  Quincy,  IL 
62301.  j 

FULL-TIME  PROFESSIONAL  POSITION 
available-  Florida  Annual  Conference  staff.  Re¬ 
quirements  are:  Diaconal  minister,  master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  Christian  education,  minimum  of  5  years 
experience;  salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities:  adult  department,  children's  de¬ 
partment,  education  work  area  and  singles  minis¬ 
tries.  Send  resume  and  inquiries  to:  Dr.  Robert 
Bledsoe,  P.O.  Box  3767,  Lakeland.  FL  33802. 
(813)688-5563.  | 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND 
Children's  Education  Ministries  needed.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  salary  expectations  to:  Rev.  Luther 
Clark,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  145  S. 
Main  St.,  Ripley,  TN  38063. 

MUSIC/YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 
650-member  church.  Send  applications  and  re¬ 
sume  to:  Means  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  311  N.E.  2nd,  Andrews,  TX  79714. 

GROWING  CENTRAL  FLORIDA  CHURCH 
needs  an  assistant  to  help  with  church  growth,  as¬ 
similation  and  sharing  pastoral  duties.  $18,400, 
plus  2  bedroom  home.  Send  resume  to:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  263  King  St.,  Oviedo,  FL  32765. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR-  RED  BIRD  Mission. 
Solid  administrative  experience  required  for  a 
multi-faceted  ministry.  Inquiries  to:  Red  Bird 
Search  Committee,  HC  69,  Box  700,  Beverly,  KY 
40913. 

'Rebel'  campus  chaplain  speaks  his  mind 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

DURHAM,  N.C.— If  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is,  as  some  con¬ 
tend,  the  genuine  “high  church”  of 
upper-middle-class  America,  then 
the  Rev.  William  H.  Willimon 
ought  to  fit  right  in. 

His  credits  read  like  an  establish¬ 
ment  pedigree: 

•  United  Methodist  clergyman 
with  a  Yale  University  divinity  de¬ 
gree. 

•  Minister  to  Duke  University 
and,  as  of  July  1 ,  dean  of  Duke  Cha¬ 
pel. 

•  Duke  Divinity  School  professor 
of  the  practice  of  Christianity. 

•  Ubiquitous  speaker  and  author. 
His  byline  appears  regularly  in 
some  of  the  nation’s  leading  Chris¬ 
tian  magazines  and  his  30th  book  is 
out  this  summer. 

Seldom  gets  asked  back 

Yet  beneath  his  conservative  blue 
suit  beats  the  heart  of  a  rebel  so  out¬ 
spoken  that,  as  he  told  the  Report¬ 
er,  “I  hardly  ever  get  asked  to  speak 
in  the  same  place  twice.” 


By  TOM  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— If  United  Meth¬ 
odists  gave  a  prize  for  optimism, 
the  winner  might  well  be  the  Rev. 
Charles  E.  Kinder. 

While  the  doomsayers  lament 
The  United  Methodist  Church's 
membership  decline,  Mr.  Kinder 
insists,  “It’s  an  exciting  time  to  be  a 
United  Methodist.” 

Mr.  Kinder  spent  the  past  10 
years  as  chief  executive  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Foundation  for  Evan¬ 
gelism.  Now  he’s  senior  pastor  at 
the  1,250-member  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sebring,  Fla. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church 
isn’t  a  dying  church  at  all,”  he  said. 


Against  what  does  he  rebel?  Near¬ 
ly  everything  the  modem  United 
Methodist  Church — especially  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  general 
agencies — has  come  to  embrace. 

“We’re  an  aging  denomination, 
protecting  the  status  quo,  and  we’re 
getting  the  leaders  we  deserve,”  Dr. 
Willimon  asserts.  “We  don’t  need 
bishops  to  be  giving  advice  to  presi¬ 
dents  [such  as  the  two  recent  White 
House  visits  of  Bishop  Ernest  T. 
Dixon  (San  Antonio  Area),  then 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops]. 

“When  you  no  longer  have  a 
church  that  makes  holy  people,  you 
wind  up  giving  advice  to  presidents. 
We  need  someone  to  do  for  us  what 
John  Wesley  did  for  the  Church  of 
England.” 

These  and  similar  strongly  held 
views  have  drawn  Dr.  Willimon  an 
enthusiastic  following  plus  a  goodly 
share  of  criticism  and  rebuff. 

The  Don  Quixote  from  Duke 
hasn’t  gone  unstung  by  the  barbs. 

“I  was  accused  of  disloyalty  to 
the  church  for  my  book  ‘Rekindling 
the  Flame,’  Dr.  Willimon  acknowl¬ 
edged.  “It  hurts  to  be  accused  of 


“It’s  very  much  alive.  I  believe  our 
church  is  moving  rapidly  toward 
becoming  a  great  power  for  evange¬ 
lization.” 

Every  United  Methodist  annual 
conference  includes  congregations 
that  are  positive  models  of  “spiritu¬ 
al  strength”  and  “evangelistic  pas¬ 
sion,”  Mr.  Kinder  said. 

People  discouraged  about  evange¬ 
lism  might  visit  congregations  like 
Frazer  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Abilene,  Texas,  Mr.  Kinder  said. 

“You  have  to  get  there  early  to 
get  a  seat,”  he  said. 

Leadership  is  the  key,  said  Mr. 
Kinder. 

“It’s  been  said  the  president  or 


disloyalty. 

“I  was  accused  of  ‘escaping  from 
the  world’  for  an  article  I  wrote  re¬ 
cently  for  the  Christian  Century. 
That’s  a  silly  charge.  I  don’t  think 
Christians  can  escape  from  the 
world.” 

No  time  for  assimilation 

But  while  he  believes  Christians 
can’t  escape  the  world,  neither  does 
he  condone  their  assimilation  into 
it.  The  greatest  heresy  in  Dr.  Willi- 
mon’s  ethos  is  accommodation  to 
the  dominant  culture,  which  he  sees 
as  utterly  pagan. 

“I  see  Christians  as  ‘resident 
aliens’  and  the  church  as  a  colony,” 
Dr.  Willimon  said.  “What  I  try  to 
do  is  to  make  a  sustained  attempt  to 
talk  about  the  kind  of  church  we  de¬ 
serve  to  be.  I  take,  with  exuberance, 
a  peculiar  Christian  point  of  view.” 

His  point  of  view  turns  on  a  de¬ 
cidedly  Wesleyan  axis — hence  his 
claim  to  being  “the  last  surviving 
Methodist.” 

“Father  John  [Wesley]  was  such  a 
radical  innovator,”  Dr.  Willimon 
said.  “He  had  this  stunning  vision 
that  you  could  make  ordinary  peo- 


chief  executive  of  any  organization 
must  see  the  vision,  state  the  mis¬ 
sion  and  set  the  tone,”  he  said.  “If 
that  isn’t  done  in  a  local  church,  we 
just  wander  around.” 

Mr.  Kinder  is  most  optimistic 
about  the  role  of  the  13  United 
Methodist  seminaries  in  preparing 
future  leaders  for  the  church. 

“What  we’re  seeing  in  our  semi¬ 
naries  is  the  greatest  hope  in  our 
church,”  Mr.  Kinder  said.  “I’m  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  way  pastors  and  lay¬ 
persons  are  reaching  out  for  help.” 

The  evangelism  foundation  he 
headed  funds  two  “E.  Stanley  Jones 
Professors  of  Evangelism”  and 
hopes  to  provide  similar  professor¬ 
ships  for  the  other  1 1  United  Meth¬ 
odist  seminaries,  said  Mr.  Kinder. 


William  H.  Willimon 
. .  .chaplain  speaks  out 


pie  into  saints.  We  don’t  need  to  be 
giving  suggestions  to  the  president. 
We  need  to  be  helping  people  learn 
how  to  say  ‘no’  to  sin.” 

For  Dr.  Willimon,  the  simplicity 
of  Christ’s  life  holds  the  key  to 
withstanding  what  he  calls  “the  as¬ 
saults  of  the  culture.” 

“Jesus  wasn’t  complex,  nor  did 
He  have  interesting  ideas,”  Dr.  Wil¬ 
limon  said.  “What  was  interesting 
was  the  way  Christ  lived  and  died. 

“We’re  still  struggling  with  how  to 
live  and  how  to  die.  That’s  the  ad¬ 
venturesomeness  in  Christianity.” 

optimistic 

The  foundation  was  begun  in 
1949  by  the  late  Harry  Denman,  in¬ 
ternationally  known  lay  evangelist 
who  headed  the  former  Methodist 
Board  of  Evangelism. 

Mr.  Kinder  said  he  saw  his  job  as 
director  of  the  evangelism  founda¬ 
tion  “as  a  possibility  of  helping  the 
church  regain  its  strength.”  He  add¬ 
ed,  “I  hope  I  have  made  some  con¬ 
tribution.” 

Optimism  isn’t  a  recently  ac¬ 
quired  attribute  of  Mr.  Kinder. 

“In  1980,  when  I  presented  [the 
Rev.]  Charles  Allen  the  Harry  Den¬ 
man  Evangelism  Award,  he  asked 
me  what  I  felt  about  evangelism,” 
he  said.  “I  told  him  then  I  saw  a  lot 
of  hope  and  excitement.  I  still  do.” 


Former  evangelism  leader  remains 
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Why  Charter  Your 

UMM  Unit? 

Something  to 

Think  About 

Editor's  Note:  For  the  next  few  months,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
various  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  that  is  usually  reserved 
for  the  Bishop. 

The  annual  United  Methodist  Men’s  retreat  in  Pineville  June  23-25 
provided  some  answers  as  130  men  studied,  sang,  played  and  prayed  to¬ 
gether  under  the  theme  “Building  Men  of  Action  Through  Vision.” 

Some  highlights: 

•  Hearing  messages  of  outreach  from  Dr.  Ken  Reed  on  evangelism  in 
the  church,  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  on  growth  in  faith,  and  Rev.  Ed 
DeWeese  on  ministry  in  prisons  gave  us  insights  into  how  UMM  can 
help  men  make  Christ  a  central  part  of  their  lives. 

•  Singing  with  Jake  Thorpe,  accompanied  by  John  Moore,  brought  a 
lively  Christian  spirit  which  carried  through  the  whole  retreat. 

•  Listening  to  Dr.  Alfred  Norris’  message  of  the  importance  for  all 
men  to  worship  and  witness  for  Christ,  led  us  to  pledge  this  commit¬ 
ment  for  our  own  lives. 

•  Receiving  communion  from  Bishop  Oden  was  the  highlight  of  the 
weekend,  as  we  heard  his  message  of  the  imperative  for  all  Methodist 
men  to  play  a  discipleship  role  as  they  return  to  their  local  churches. 

•  Answering  the  Upper  Room  Prayer  Line  with  prayers  for  troubled 
persons  provided  us  an  opportunity  for  service  through  intercessory 
prayer. 

•  Bringing  recognition  for  outstanding  service  to  UMM  to  Ofney  K. 
Ellis,  who  received  the  National  John  Wesley  Fellowship  Award,  and 
to  Ron  Sarver  who  received  the  Charles  Goodgame  Award  for  out¬ 
standing  service  to  the  state  UMM. 

The  retreat  provided  us  with  an  overall  picture  of  the  purpose  of 
UMM  to  the  Methodist  Church  and  helped  us  know  how  UMM  fits 
into  the  total  outreach  of  the  church. 

To  all  Methodist  Men  of  Louisiana:  Bring  your  church  into  the 
UMM  fellowship  —  charter  your  church!  Help  fulfill  the  vision.  Be  men 
of  action  for  Christ's  Church! 

Boyd  Baun 

Conference  UMMen  President 


More  Videos  Available 

The  Conference  Resource  Library  has  recently  purchased  several  new 
videos.  To  schedule  any  of  these  or  other  resources  in  the  library,  contact 
Carolyn  Powell  at  (504)  346-1646,  or  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802.  There  is  no  rental  fee  for  churches  who  are  members  of  the  li¬ 
brary.  You  pay  only  postage. 

SECRETS  OF  STRONG  FAMILIES  is  a  30  minute  video  answering 
the  question  “How  do  strong  families  succeed?”  The  session  deals  with  the 
six  secrets  identified  as:  commitment,  appreciation,  communication,  time 
together,  spiritual  wellness  and  the  ability  to  cope  with  stress,  conflict  and 
crisis.  This  would  be  a  good  discussion  starter  for  a  Sunday  School  class  or 
for  use  by  a  couple  individually.  (Adults) 

FAMILIES:  QUALITY  RELATIONSHIPS  IN  CHANGING  TIMES 
is  a  1 2  session,  six  cassette  video  series  to  create  healthier  and  more  satis¬ 
fying  family  relationships.  Dr.  Roland  Martinson  is  the  speaker  and  each 
session  contains  a  guide  with  discussion  questions.  The  issues  dealt  with 
are:  boundaries,  atmosphere,  roles,  rules,  faithfulness,  affirmation,  con¬ 
frontation,  problem  solving,  forgiveness,  consolations  and  rituals.  (Adults) 


It's  Beginning  to  Happen  . . . 


As  a  result  of  the  action  of  the 
1988  General  Conference,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  embarks  upon 
an  historic  journey  of  building  a 
university  in  Africa.  This  university 
will  train  its  pastors,  teachers,  agri¬ 
culturists  and  scientists  who  togeth¬ 
er  will  be  able  to  change  the  future 
of  this  continent. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
one  that  was  bom  in  a  school  set¬ 
ting,  and  throughout  its  history,  our 
denomination  has  always  consid¬ 
ered  education  central  to  its  mis¬ 
sion  and  its  outreach.  Methodism’s 
first  school  was  founded  by  John 
Wesley  at  Kingswood,  England  in 
the  year  1747,  and  since  that  time, 


AFRICA 

UNIVERSITY 

A  United  Mctlioiiist-RclaUui  Institution 


thousands  .of  schools  have  been  es¬ 
tablished  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  American 
Methodists  have  been  instrumental 
in  establishing  schools  and  colleges 
in  China,  Korea,  Japan,  Philip¬ 
pines,  Latin  America  and,  suddenly 
this  new  one  in  Africa,  will  add  to 
the  number  of  significant  schools  of 
higher  education  that  have  been 
founded  and  nurtured  by  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Since  Africa  was  the  only  conti¬ 
nent  in  which  the  church  did  not  es¬ 
tablish  a  college  in  past  years,  the 
General  Conference  saw  fit  to  begin 
moving  in  this  direction  and  laid 
the  groundwork  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  new  university  on  the 
Continent  of  Africa.  The  central 
conferences  of  Africa  had  asked  the 
denomination,  through  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
to  plan  for  this  project,  and  now  by 
action  of  the  General  Conference  in 
1988,  work  is  beginning  to  take 
shape  for  this  dream  of  many  to  be¬ 
come  a  reality  with  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  this  university.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  proposed  university 
will  contribute  greatly  to  the  quality 
of  life  and  growth  in  Africa. 

The  compelling  motivation  of  the 


African  university  is  simply  to  help 
Christians  to  train  leaders  for  their 
churches  and  societies.  In  addition, 
it  will  be  a  principal  source  of  lead¬ 
ership  for  the  Annual  Conferences 
of  the  entire  United  Methodist 
Church  on  that  continent,  for  it  will 
open  its  doors  to  students  from  all 
denominations.  This  university  will 
be  located  on  a  site  in  Mutare,  Zim¬ 
babwe  set  in  a  lush  valley  among 
mountains  where  the  university  will 
be  close  to  a  modem  city  with  a  new 
airport  which  is  scheduled  for  de¬ 
velopment  in  the  near  future.  Zim¬ 
babwe  is  one  of  the  most  stable 
countries  in  Africa  and  affords  a 
great  measure  of  freedom  to  its  citi¬ 
zens.  The  first  schpol  of  the  univer¬ 
sity  will  be  a  theological  college 
with  its  first  class  of  students  pro¬ 
posed  to  begin  in  March  of  1990.  A 
college  will  educate  primarily  teach¬ 
ers  of  pastors  who,  in  turn,  will  pro¬ 
vide  leadership  for  the  other 
theological  schools  of  the  church  in 
Africa. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
will  provide  annual  funding  in  the 
amount  of  $5  million  dollars,  which 
will  come  from  an  apportionment 
given  to  all  United  Methodist 
churches  over  a  four  year  period. 


Half  of  that  20  million  dollars 
raised  by  United  Methodists  will 
go  into  a  permanent  endowment  for 
the  university.  After  the  quadrenni- 
um  comes  to  a  close,  support  for  the 
university  will  come  from  endow¬ 
ment  yield,  private  gifts,  corporate 
and  foundation  grants,  as  well  as 
donations.  The  role  of  the  local 
church  is  essential,  necessary 
and  vital  to  the  development  of  this 
African  university.  Financial  con¬ 
tributions  can  be  made  to  the  Africa 
University  Fund  through  the  Annu¬ 
al  Conference.  A  ten  minute  video¬ 
tape  explains  why  a  university  in 
Africa  is  needed  and  why  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  undertak¬ 
en  this  important  mission.  This 
video  entitled:  “Challenge  for  the 
Future”  is  available  for  a  $15  rental 
fee  through  EcuFilm,  810  12th  Ave., 
South,  Nashville,  TN  37203,  or  one 
can  reserve  this  video  by  calling  1- 
800-251-4091. 

In  addition  to  our  Conference  ap¬ 
portionments,  local  organizations 
within  the  churches  of  Louisiana 
are  urged  to  consider  becoming  a 
part  of  this  project  through  special 
contributions.  It’s  beginning  to  hap¬ 
pen  and  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ists  will  be  a  part  of  this  happening. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.  was 

recently  invited  by  the  National 
Women's  Division  in  New  York  to 
serve  as  a  regional  school  teacher 
for  1989.  He  was  one  of  fifty-two 
study  leaders  selected  nationwide  to 
teach  in  regional  schools  around  the 
nation.  He  taught  the  spiritual 
growth  study,  “The  Psalms  in  Wor¬ 
ship”  in  the  1989  West  Gulf  Re¬ 
gional  School  for  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction.  The  school  was  held  at 
Oklahoma  City  University  June  13- 
17.  He  will  also  teach  the  study  at 
the  Oklahoma  Conference  Schools 
of  Christian  Mission  July  14-16  and 
17-19  at  the  same  location.  This 
new  spiritual  growth  study  explores 
the  music,  art,  and  the  use  of 
Psalms  in  worship.  Dr.  Calvin,  who 
has  taught  in  Regional  and  Confer¬ 
ence  Schools  of  Christian  Mission 
for  more  than  19  years,  is  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District. 

*  *  * 

First  Street  UMC  New  Orleans, 
recently  held  a  building  dedication 
service.  The  newly  renovated 
church  annex  was  renamed  the  Vio¬ 
let  G.  Jackson  Building.  A  member 


of  the  church  for  over  65  years,  Ms. 
Jackson  bequeathed  property  and 
money  to  First  Street  upon  her 
death  in  1987.  She  was  95.  A  special 
tribute  to  Ms.  Jackson  was  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  day.  The  dedication  ser¬ 
vice  was  coordinated  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Margaret  T. 
Norris,  Board  of  Trustees  Chairper¬ 
son,  and  the  other  eight  board 
members  of  the  historic  landmark. 
Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Biannual  Convocation  of  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodist  in 
Worship  Music  and  Other  Arts  will 
take  place  July  16-20  in  Claremont, 
California.  John  Winn  and  Carole 
Cotton-Winn,  co-pastors  of  Alders- 
gate  UMC  in  Slidell,  are  in  charge 
of  the  nine  major  worship  services 
planned  for  the  5  day  event  and  will 
preach  at  the  closing  communion 
service.  This  will  be  the  first  nation¬ 
al  event  in  which  the  new  United 
Methodist  hymnal  will  be  used. 

*  *  * 

"Celebrating  Marriage:  Growing 
in  Love"  is  the  official  marriage  re¬ 
newal  event  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  It  is  designed  to 


strengthen  good  marriages.  Small 
group  activities,  worship  experi¬ 
ences,  and  private  sharing  times  be¬ 
tween  spouses,  help  couples 
continue  growing  in  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  each  other  and  to  God. 
Two  events  for  1989  have  been 
scheduled  at  Mount  Sequoyah  in 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  sponsored 
by  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  A 
weekday,  clergy  event  is  $120  per 
on  August  7-9  and  a  weekend  event 
for  clergy  and  lay  persons  will  be  on 
October  6-8.  Leadership  training 
events  for  those  wishing  to  begin 
the  process  of  leader  certification 
will  follow  each  of  these  events. 
Cost  for  the  basic  event  is  $  1 20  per 
couple.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  John  Downs,  P.O.  Box 
306,  Lacombe,  LA  70445,  (504) 
882-5781. 

*  *  * 

Magnolia  UMC  in  Greenwell 
Springs  recently  announced  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  a  new  youth  director.  Joan 
Abbott,  originally  from  Baton 
Rouge,  has  moved  back  home  from 
Dallas,  Texas.  She  and  her  hus¬ 
band  Richard  are  the  parents  of  two 
children.  Mrs.  Abbott  has  been 


working,  with  youth  ministry  since 
1984,  where  she  began  as  a  youth 
counselor  in  her  church.  In  1986, 
she  began  a  youth  program  in  Gar¬ 
land,  Texas  at  Harmony  UMC.  She 
hopes  to  begin  a  special  ministry 
with  the  youth  at  Magnolia  in  the 
form  of  an  outreach  program  in 
which  the  youth  can  become  in¬ 
volved.  She  also  plans  to  begin  a 
"Folk  Group”  to  lead  in  the  singing 
ministry  at  the  church.  Rev.  Wayne 
Howington  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Surfacing  from  a  flood  of  late- 
January  orders,  Cokesbury  workers 
gasped  out  a  tally  of  slightly  over 
2,774,000  hymnals  ordered  by  Feb¬ 
ruary  1.  Orders  for  about  two  mil¬ 
lion  copies  arrived  in  a  two-week 
period.  By  comparison,  early  sales 
of  1 .2  million  units  had  been  initial¬ 
ly  projected.  The  1966  hymnal’s 
pre-publication  sales  of  2.5  million 
copies  were  not  expected  to  be 
passed  that  soon.  A  six  percent  dis¬ 
count  off  the  publication  price  is  al¬ 
lowed  cash  orders  until  August  1. 
Even  on  charge  orders,  any  local 
church  that  has  ordered  20  or  more 
pew  editions  receives  a  free  key 
board  edition. 


AND  AWAY  IT  GOES  —  First  UMC  in  Natchitoches  recently  cele¬ 
brated  the  burning  of  the  mortgage  on  the  church's  parsonage.  Do¬ 
ing  the  honors  were  I.  to  r.,  Sue  Hortman,  President  of  the 
Administrative  Board;  Marie  Harper;  S.  B.  Evans  |r.,  Lay  Leader; 
Rev.  Jolly  Harper;  Rev.  James  Poole  (now  Ruston  District  Superin¬ 
tendent);  while  Mrs.  Poole  looks  on.  Members  of  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  at  that  time  were  Dr.  W.  A.  Bradley  Jr.,  Fred  Fly,  Firal  Ryder, 
James  Ford  and  W.  K.  Norman.  Six  pastoral  families  have  enjoyed 
the  roomy,  comfortable  home  since  it  was  built. 


CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATED  —  Recently,  Church  Point  UMC  celebrat¬ 
ed  its  100th  anniversary.  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent,  was  the  guest  preacher  for  the  occasion.  Five  people 
with  membership  of  50  +  years  were  honored.  They  were:  Howard 
Daugereaux,  Miram  Harmon,  Stella  Harmon,  Lena  Wilson,  and  Mary 
Lou  Young.  A  fellowship  meal  followed  the  service. 


Around  the  Conference 


YOUTH 


Youth 


Sunday  April  23.  At  that  time  youth  of  the  congregation  presented 
the  entire  worship  service.  The  speaker  for  this  special  service  was 
Paul  Cassingham  whose  topic  was  ''Your  Rainbow  —  Reach  For  It." 
Pictured  are:  Paul  Cassingham  (behind  pulpit),  and  from  I.  to  r.  Pe¬ 
ter  Gondrella,  Gaio  Dang,  Leanne  Hemard,  and  Valerie  Stone.  Rev. 
W.  Ed  Parks  is  pastor. 


GROUNDBREAKING  PARTICIPANTS  —  Shown  are  those  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  recent  groundbreaking  at  Magnolia  UMC,  Greenwell 
Springs.  Pictured  are:  I.  to  r.,  Harry  Hudson,  Expansion  Program 
Chairman;  Woody  Wood,  Chairman  of  Trustees;  Dennis  Parinno, 
contractor;  Dr.  Don  Hall,  former  District  Superintendent,  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District;  Bobby  Crump,  architect;  and  Rev.  Robert 
W.  Peterson. 


CONTRACT  SIGNED  —  Members  of  Magnolia  UMC,  Greenwell 
Springs  also  recently  observed  the  signing  of  the  Sanctuary  Expansion 
Contract.  Shown  are  I.  to  r.,  Rev.  Robert  Peterson;  Anita  Turner, 
Trustee;  John  Spink,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee;  Bob  Baker, 
Trustee;  Harry  Hudson,  Chairman  of  the  Expansion  Committee. 


PARTICIPATING  IN  EVENT  —  Janie  Burch  and  Mary  Lou  France 
look  over  one  of  the  resources  used  for  the  Lake  Charles  District 
UMW  Day  Apart  held  April  12  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center.  More 
than  90  UMW  participated  in  the  Quiet  Day  Observance.  Janie 
Burch  is  District  Coordinator  of  Christian  Personhood  and  Mary  Lou 
France  is  District  President. 
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Editorial 

Are  sanctions  enough? 


This  placard  created  an  uproar  when  it  was  placed  on  the  grounds 
of  a  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  church  in  1959.  Thirty  years  later, 
the  fence  of  apartheid  still  stands.  Findings  of  a  recent  Gallup  sur¬ 
vey  are  sufficiently  dramatic  to  suggest  the  need  for  a  thoughtful 
re-examination  of  our  methods  for  tearing  down  that  fence. 


When  should  we  ignore  new  in¬ 
formation  and  when  should  we  re¬ 
view  our  position  in  light  of  it? 

That's  more  than  an  abstract  ethi¬ 
cal  question  in  light  of  a  recent  Gal¬ 
lup  survey  taken  in  South  Africa.  It 
shows  that  an  overwhelming  major¬ 
ity  of  South  Africans,  black  as  well 
as  white,  oppose  economic  sanc¬ 
tions  imposed  by  the  rest  of  the 
world  in  an  effort  to  end  South  Afri¬ 
ca’s  legalized  system  of  racial  dis¬ 
crimination  (see  UMR,  July  7). 

Some  church  officials  have  im¬ 
mediately  dismissed  the  survey 
findings  as  invalid  and  asserted  that 
"sanctions  still  seem  to  be  the  best 
tool  we  have  at  present.” 

We  do  not  believe  that  the  church 
should  base  its  moral  stances  on 
public  opinion  polls. 

However,  Gallup's  findings  are 
sufficiently  dramatic  to  suggest  the 
need  for  a  thoughtful  re-examination 
of  our  stance. 

Background 

The  question  for  most  Christians 
is  not  the  rightness  or  wrongness  of 
apartheid. 

Rather  most  Christians  are  ask¬ 
ing:  “How  can  we  best  encourage 
replacement  of  apartheid  with  a  po¬ 
litical  system  that  treats  all  of  South 
Africa’s  people  as  human  beings?” 

Many  national  and  regional 
church  groups  have  joined  many 
national,  regional  and  local  govern¬ 
ments  during  recent  years  in  advo¬ 
cating  massive  economic  sanctions 
against  South  Africa.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  groups  have  been  among  the 
leading  proponents  of  this  strategy. 

Its  rationale  is:  (1)  Massive  eco¬ 


nomic  pressure  will  force  the  South 
African  government  to  end  apart¬ 
heid;  (2)  Economic  sanctions  are 
the  only  remaining  non-violent 
means  for  producing  change;  and 
(3)  South  Africa’s  black  leaders  are 
relatively  united  in  supporting  sanc¬ 
tions  against  their  country  despite 
the  additional  hardships  they  cause. 

This  strategy  is  supported  by  nu¬ 
merous  respected  black  leaders  in 
South  Africa  including  Nobel  Peace 
laureate  Archbishop  Destnond  Tutu. 

But  that  view  is  anything  but 
unanimous.  Methodist  Presiding 
Bishop  Stanley  Mogoba,  a  black  lead¬ 
er  who  has  occupied  South  African 
jails  on  trumped-up  charges,  repeat¬ 
edly  has  questioned  the  effectiveness 
of  sanctions  and  has  urged  a  strategy 
of  negotiation.  He  says  the  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  South  Africa’s  Methodists 
reflect  the  Gallup  survey  findings. 

South  Africa’s  economy  shows 
minimal  visible  effects  from  the 
massive  sanctions  already  imposed. 
Actions  such  as  the  divestment  of 
U.S.-owned  companies  in  South  Af¬ 
rica  often  appear  to  have  strength¬ 
ened  rather  than  weakened  the  hold 
of  apartheid. 

Although  mindful  of  world  opin¬ 
ion,  South  Africa’s  political  leaders 
seem  more  determined  than  ever — 
like  North  Vietnam’s  during  an  ear¬ 
lier  era  and  China’s  at  present — not 
to  bow  to  external  pressures  to 
change  internal  policies. 

There  is  no  panacea 

We  commend  Christians  every¬ 
where  who  want  to  “do  something” 
that  will  bring  an  end  to  apartheid 
in  South  Africa. 

We  do  not  fault  those  who  believe 


massive  economic  sanctions  are  an 
important  strategy  for  achieving  that 
goal.  However,  it  should  be  obvious 
than  neither  sanctions  nor  any  other 
^strategy  will  accomplish  that  end 
quickly  or  singly.  We  delude  ourselves 
while  harming  those  we  want  to  help 
if  we  see  sanctions  as  a  panacea. 

Additional  strategies  that  Chris¬ 
tians  may  support  just  as  legitimate¬ 
ly  include  governmental  diplomacy,, 


developing  and  strengthening  the 
economies  of  South  Africa’s  neigh¬ 
boring  countries,  and  support  for 
those  who  promote  dialogue  aimed 
at  tearing  down  walls  of  fear  and  dis¬ 
trust  between  blacks  and  whites  in 
South  Africa. 

Prayer  is  another  important  and 
underutilized  strategy  that  Chris¬ 
tians  dare  not  ignore  for  altering 
minds,  hearts  and  situations. 


FaithLine  — 

Is  support  for  economic  sanctions  the  best  way  for  Christians  to  combat 
South  African  apartheid?  Why  or  why  not?  Tell  us  your  views  by  record¬ 
ing  a  30-second  message  (maximum)  on  our  FaithLine  answering  ma¬ 
chine. 

Call  (214)  630-6499  by  July  19. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor  ===== 


My  Witness; 


I  am  trying  to  see  life 
through  eyes  of  Jesus 


By  MARIE  S.  WHITE 

I  have  just  returned  home  after 
serving  as  a  helper  on  a  volunteer 
medical  mission  team  to  Bolivia. 

To  my  surprise,  I  did  see  some 
unexpected  beauty:  the  bright  star¬ 
lit  sky  of  the  southern  hemisphere; 
snow-capped  peaks  of  the  high  An¬ 
des;  Lake  Titicaca  up  on  the  rooftop 
of  the  world;  ancient  ruins  predat¬ 
ing  the  Inca. 

But  I  also  saw  the  unyielding, 
rock-strewn  soil  of  the  high  Altipla- 
no,  where  two  out  of  three  Boliv¬ 
ians  live;  the  little  adobe, 
smoke-filled  huts  with  no  chimneys, 
no  floors  and  no  firewood. 

I  experienced  the  bitter  cold  by 
night  and  the  scorching  heat  of  noon¬ 
day  in  that  13,000  foot  altitude.  I 
wondered  how  anyone  can  endure 
such  a  hard  life  and  such  poverty. 

Surely  God  intends  for  his  children 
to  find  ways  to  help  each  other.  I 
have  recurring  dreams  in  which  I  ex¬ 
perience  the  frustration  of  “how.” 

One  night  I  was  even  “building” 
a  clinic  on  the  Altiplano,  only  to 
awaken  and  realize  that  I  am  nei¬ 
ther  an  architect  nor  a  carpenter.  I 
felt  guilty  enjoying  the  comfort  of 
my  modest  home  with  its  three  bed¬ 
rooms,  modem  plumbing  and  auto¬ 
matic  heat  and  air-conditioning. 

I  pray  daily  that  I  may  learn  to 
see  the  world  as  Jesus  sees  it.  He 
continues  to  rerun  these  pictures  in 
my  mind; 

The  long  lines  of  hopeful  people, 
knowing  little  of  modem  medicine 
or  dentistry  but  waiting  patiently 
for  the  outdoor  clinic  to  open;  the 
anxious  young  mother  with  a  sick 
baby  on  her  back; 

The  old  woman  who  stoically  en¬ 
dures  pain  while  the  dentist  digs  out 
roots  of  a  rotted  tooth;  the  old  man 
who  beams  with  joy  when  he  takes 
out  his  Bible  and  discovers  that  with 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Marie  S. 

White  is  a  member 
of  First  Unitbd  !  ' 

Methodist  Church,  I  i 

Enid,  Okla.  (Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence).  i ,  :  i  M 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
F.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 
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his  new  eyeglasses  he  can  read  again. 

And  I  see  two  old  women  at  dusk, 
waiting  beside  the  road  like  tired 
sentinels  in  the  desert.  What  are 
they  waiting  for?  Can  al  new  day  of 
hope  be  just  ahead?  . ,  ■ 

Friendly  Bolivian  smiles  and 
handshakes  at  two  little  Methodist 
churches  give  renewed  hope.  The 
feeling  comes  that  we  are  truly  “pne 
in  the  spirit.”  Their  dedicated  local 
pastors,  who  have  sacrificediso 
much  to  stay  on  the  Altiplano  with 
their  people,  are  teaching  them  that 
they  are  of  value. 

As  these  Bolivian  Methodists  in¬ 
spire  us  with  their  simple  but  fer¬ 
vent  faith,  stripped  of  all 
non-essentials,  we  understand  that 
they  have  much  to  give  us. 

Their  churches  multiply  daily  be¬ 
cause  they  show  concern  for  body, 
mind  and  soul.  In  a  climate  of  vast 
poverty,  chronic  malnutrition  and 
political  repression,  the  work  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  still  thrives. 

May  I  see  beyond  these  problems 
to  the  Christ  who  is  the  Way.  And  as 
I  see — even  though  dimly — through 
His  eyes,  may  1  have  a  greater  lcrve 
for  His  people  everywhere. 


'You're  right  about  one  of  Latin  America's  finest  evangelists' 


As  a  United  Methodist  missionary 
to  Latin  America,  currently  on  home 
assignment  and  working  in  the 
‘  World  Division  offices  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  I 
•; would  like  to  commend  the  excellent 
7; editorial  in  the  June  16  issue  head¬ 
lined,  “Evangelism  group,  Iliff 
:-Should  turn  barriers  into  bridges.” 

X  The  Rev.  Mortimer  Arias  is  in- 
Xdeed  one  of  Latin  America’s  finest 
theologians  and  evangelists  and  you 
are  absolutely  right  when  you  state 
that  the  mere  suggestion  that  he 
doesn’t  believe  in  personal  conver¬ 
sion  is  ludicrous. 

What  moved  me  most,  however, 
was  the  affirmation  that  working 
credibly  in  Latin  America  today  in¬ 
volves  dealing  with  and  under¬ 
standing  liberation  theology  and  the 
dynamics  in  Latin  American  reality 
that  produced  it. 

So  often  those  of  us  in  Latin 
America  feel  that  many  of  our  crit¬ 
ics  do  not  understand  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  reality  well  and  thus  condemn 
us  for  seeking  to  understand  libera¬ 
tion  theology  and  its  ramifications. 


Therefore,  it  was  most  helpful  to 
have  your  statement  in  this  editori¬ 
al  in  such  a  widely  read  newspaper. 

You’ve  given  all  of  us  struggling 
to  be  in  solidarity  with  our  Latin 
American  brothers  and  sisters  real 
support,  and  I  for  one  want  to  ex¬ 
press  my  profound  gratitude  to  you. 

Wilma  Joan  Roberts 
New  York,  New  York 

Dr.  Arias  is  one  of  the  best 

It  was  with  great  pain  that  I  read 
about  the  Foundation  for  Evange¬ 
lism  withdrawing  support  from  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  because  of  the 
Rev.  Mortimer  Arias’  “differing 
theological  beliefs”  (see  UMR,  June 
2  and  related  June  1 6  editorial). 

Having  known  Dr.  Arias  over  the 
past  23  years,  I  consider  him  one  of 
the  best  evangelists  I  have  heard, 
and  I  know  him  also  as  a  coura¬ 
geous  and  compassionate  follower 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

I  was  encouraged  by  your  editorial 
and  by  the  follow-up  article  in  the 
June  23  issue  written  by  Glen  Larum. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


It  occurs  to  me  that  Jesus  himself 
announced  his  mission  “to  preach 
the  Good  News  to  the  poor  ...  to 
proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and 
recovery  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set 
free  the  oppressed  . . .” 

Mortimer  Arias  has  exemplified 
the  personal  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  courageous  outreach 
to  “the  least  of  these”  as  well  as 


What  others  are  saying. 


“Perhaps  the  [annual  conference] 
session  seemed  dull  . . .  But  if  our 
own  house  is  not  in  order,  we 
haven’t  much  to  offer  that’s  differ¬ 
ent  or  better.  It’s  hope,  not  hype, 
the  world  needs.  Dull  conferences 
can  make  exciting  churches.” 

— Tom  Slack,  editor,  West  Ohio 
edition  of  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
view 

*  •  * 

.  “We  feel  curiously  at  home  with 
you  [Roman  Catholics]  . . .  Our 


main  word  to  you  is  to  thank  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  for  your 
lively,  prudent,  and  faithful  com¬ 
mitment  to  our  deepest  concern, 
the  unity  of  the  church,  and  for 
demonstrating  among  us  that  re¬ 
markable  Roman  Catholic  art  of 
nourishing  within  that  unity  a  good 
and  fruitful  diversity.” 

— The  Rev.  John  Deschner,  United 
Methodist  theologian,  addressing 
Pope  John  Paul  II  on  behalf  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  Com¬ 


mission  on  Faith  and  Order 


“In  the  face  of  our  checkered 
Christian  history  of  arrogance  and 
intolerance  we  have  little  standing 
to  decide  who  will  be  saved  and 
who  will  not.  God’s  purposes  are  so 
much  broader  than  ours.” 

— The  Rev.  Eugene  Stockwell,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  and  director,  World 
Council  of  Churches  Commission  on 
World  Mission  and  Evangelism 
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anyone  I  know. 

Evelyn  H.  Thompson 
Albert  Lea,  Minnesota 

Editorial  challenged 

Your  June  16  editorial  lays  all  of 
the  blame  on  the  Foundation  for 
Evangelism  who  must  do  all  of  the 
“bridge”  reconstruction. 

Why  must  evangelicals  automati¬ 
cally  be  at  fault  and  liberation  theo¬ 
logians  be  right? 

Why  must  evangelicals  always 
compromise,  negotiate,  etc,  while 
liberationists  remain  above  re¬ 
proach? 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“When  I  look  at  thy  heavens,  the 
work  of  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and 
the  stars  which  thou  hast  estab¬ 
lished;  what  is  man  that  thou  art 
mindful  of  him,  and  the  son  of  man 
that  thou  does  care  for  him?” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Timothy  6:17) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  16 

Monday:  Psalms  139:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  139:7-12 
Wednesday:  2  Kings  2:1,  6-14 
Thursday:  Luke  10:25-37 
Friday:  Luke  10:38-42 
Saturday:  Colossians  1:1-14 
Sunday:  Colossians  1 : 1 5-20 


Of  course,  the  Reporter  has  done 
its  public  relations  job  of  helping 
raise  the  funding  for  Dr.  Arias’ 
three  years  so  Iliff  will  not  have  to 
negotiate.  John  Lee  Temeus 
Yukon,  Oklahoma 
Editorial  appreciated 

The  cause  of  Christ  is  seldom  ad¬ 
vanced  by  needless  controversy.  We 
at  Iliff  School  of  Theology  welcome 
your  recent  editorial  calling  for  the 
building  of  bridges  in  evangelism 
(see  UMR,  June  16). 

We  appreciate  your  recognition 
that  the  criticisms  leveled  against  Dr. 
Mortimer  Arias  were  “ludicrous” 
and  that  the  Foundation  for  Evange¬ 
lism  should  reconsider  and  restore 
the  $125,000  originally  promised. 

Thank  you  also  for  publishing  the 
views  of  two  well-known  United 
Methodist  evangelists,  Drs.  George 
Morris  and  J.  Eddie  Fox  (see  UMR, 
June  23).  Their  applause  of  Iliffs 
appointment  and  rejection  of  the  al¬ 
legations  made  against  Dr.  Arias 


confirm  the  judgment  of  IlifFs  fac¬ 
ulty  and  trustees. 

Iliff  and  the  Foundation  worked 
together  last  fall  in  sponsoring  a  high¬ 
ly  successful  Evangelism  Event.  Until 
this  unfortunate  and  unseemly  expe¬ 
rience,  we  had  been  moving  forward 
as  partners  in  theological  education. 

The  Latin  word  for  “priest”  is 
“pontifex,”  literally  meaning  “bridge 
builder.”  The  Reporter  has  served 
this  “pontifex”  function  with  your 
editorial.  I  am  confident  that  ulti¬ 
mately  our  new  professorship  in  evan¬ 
gelism  will  become  the  bridge  many 
persons  walk  over  to  meet  Christ. 

Donald  E.  Messer 
Denver,  Colorado 

Grape  boycott  is  mistake 

After  backing  the  United  Farm 
Workers  for  20  years,  our  California 
annual  conferences  have  been  un¬ 
willing  for  five  years  to  endorse  the 
most  recent  table  grapes  boycott. 

The  conferences  have  broken 
ranks  with  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  for  the  first 
time  on  the  farm  issue  because  this 
particular  boycott  is  a  mistake  for 
everyone  involved. 

If  Church  and  Society  continues  to 
ignore  the  California  farm  labor  law 
that  the  UFW  and  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  helped  enact,  the  board 
will  unwittingly  subvert  the  very  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  law  that  protect  farm 
workers  from  collusion  and  oppres¬ 
sive  “sweetheart  contracts.” 

The  1989  Califomia-Nevada  ple¬ 
nary  session  formally  asked  Church 
and  Society  to  halt  its  boycott  ac¬ 
tion  until  this  is  resolved. 

Charles  A.  Woodworth 
Cut  Bank,  Montana 


EVANGELISM? 

Evangelism  is  "bringing  the  good  news."  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  “good  news" 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter,"  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


TEACHING  SOVIETS:  Oklahoma 

City  University  has  been  chosen  as  the  first  of 
four  U.S.  universities  to  conduct  management  de¬ 
velopment  programs  for  Soviet  industry  manag¬ 
ers.  Beginning  in  September,  about  20  managers 
will  attend  a  14-week  course  at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  university,  said  the  Rev.  Jerald  C. 
Walker,  university  president.  The  school  has  con¬ 
ducted  similar  programs  for  managers  from  the 
Republic  of  China,  the  People’s  Republic  of  Chi¬ 
na,  Hong  Kong,  Singapore  and  Malaysia. 


CARDINAL  DEMURS:  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Cardinal  Miguel  Obando  y  Bravo  has  de¬ 
clined  Nicaraguan  President  Daniel  Ortega’s 
request  that  he  mediate  U.S.-Nicaraguan  talks. 
The  prelate  said  U.S.  preconditions  make  the  task 
impossible.  Cardinal  Obando,  a  onetime  foe 
whom  Mr.  Ortega  now  calls  “the  spiritual  leader 
of  Nicaraguans,”  recently  got  fellow  bishops  to 
urge  an  end  to  the  U.S.  embargo  of  Nicaragua. 


CHANGE  OF  PLANS: 

ly  Graham  canceled  his 
at  a  world  evangelism  con¬ 
ference  in  Manila  to  hold 
an  extra  evangelistic  meet¬ 
ing  in  London.  Mr.  Graham 
was  scheduled  to  give  the 
opening  plenary  address  to 
4,000  Christian  leaders  at 
Lausanne  II,  a  congress  on 
world  evangelization.  It 
opened  in  the  Philippines 
this  week.  But  his  Mission  89  campaign  in  En¬ 
gland  was  so  successful  that  he  decided  to 
schedule  an  extra  meeting. 


FLAG  BURNING:  President  Bush’s 

support  of  a  constitutional  amendment  to  ban 
(lag  burning  uses  highly  political  symbolism  at  the 
expense  of  the  nation’s  Constitution,  says  a  law 
professor  at  United  Methodist-related  American 
University.  Thomas  Saigentich  said,  “The  Con¬ 
stitution  is  designed  primarily  to  protect  rights, 
not  undercut  them,  and  neither  the  president  nor 
Congress  should  tamper  with  it  on  every  emotion¬ 
al  or  divisive  issue  that  arises.” 

NEVADA  CONVERSIONS:  After 

three  years  of  intense  planning  on  how  to  take 
the  Gospel  to  a  host  city  during  their  annual 
meeting,  Southern  Baptists  put  the  plans  to 
work.  Officials  said  nearly  1,000  people  pro¬ 
fessed  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  during  a  series  of 
statewide  revivals  and  neighborhood  visitations 
in  Nevada  the  weekend  the  denomination’s  an¬ 
nual  meeting  was  held  in  Las  Vegas.  The  nearly 
1,000  converts  would  equal  almost  five  new 
full-size  congregations  for  the  14.8-million- 
member  denomination,  which  has  a  median 
church  membership  of  231. 


GOING  TO  CLEVELAND:  United 

Church  of  Christ  delegates  at  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  17th  General  Synod  voted  448-294  last 
week  to  move  the  church  headquarters  from 
New  York  to  Cleveland.  The  1.7-million-mem¬ 
ber  denomination  becomes  the  third  Protestant 
group  to  move  offices  from  New  York  for  what 
are  claimed  to  be  less-expensive  environs.  The 
proposal  was  hotly  debated  at  the  governing  as¬ 
sembly  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

CHALLENGING  APARTHEID: 

South  African  Council  of  Churches  General 
Secretary  Frank  Chikane 
called  on  the  established 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  to 
make  a  complete  break  with 
apartheid.  Mr.  Chikane  said 
during  the  council’s  recent 
21st  national  conference  that 
the  white-dominated  church 
must  always  be  reminded  of 
its  responsibility  to  see  that  Frank  Chikane 
the  system  of  racial  segregation  is  not  perpetuat¬ 
ed.  The  opening  worship  service  was  marred 
when  unknown  people  sprayed  a  cyanide-based 
insecticide  or  weed  killer  into  the  St.  Barnabas 
College  chapel  in  Johannesburg. 


CHINESE  BIBLES:  Despite  turmoil  in 
China,  it  is  business  as  usual  at  the  Bible  print¬ 
ing  press  in  Nanjing,  says  Peter  Maclnnis,  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Amity  Printing  Co.  The 
United  Bible  Societies  regional  office  in  Hong 
Kong  said  the  Bible  printing  press  has  orders  for 
a  year  in  advance,  including  orders  for  700,000 
hymn  books. 


DEAD  SEA  SCROLLS:  A  popular  ar¬ 
cheology  magazine  says  a  conspiracy  of  silence 
and  obstruction  has  hampered  publication  of 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  since  their  discovery  in 
1947.  In  its  July-August  issue,  the  “Biblical  Ar¬ 
cheology  Review”  says  the  principal  accom¬ 
plishment  of  the  team  of  editors  assigned  to 
care  for  the  scrolls  has  been  to  prevent  other 
scholars  from  studying  its  materials. 


PRESSURE  POLITICS:  Bowing  to 
pressure  from  seven  churches,  officials  of  Win¬ 
ter  Garden,  Fla.,  decided  not  to  give  voters  a 
chance  to  amend  a  provision  of  the  city  charter 
barring  businesses  within  1,200-feet  of  a  school 
or  church  from  selling  liquor.  The  decision 
thwarted  an  effort  by  Oakview  Baptist  Church, 
a  40-member  store-front  congregation,  to  re¬ 
main  at  its  present  location.  The  church  had 
rented  property  near  a  liquor  store  and  was  told 
it  was  violating  the  charter. 


Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 
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Abortion  ruling  draws  divided  response 


WASHINGTON— As  a  pro-life  demonstrator,  Franciscan  Brother  John  of  the  Holy  Face,  kneels 
to  say  the  rosary  June  29,  he  is  joined  by  abortion  rights  activists  outside  the  Supreme  Court. 
Similar  scenes  took  place  regularly  outside  the  high  court  before  it  handed  down  its  ruling  July 
3  in  the  Missouri  abortion  case,  Webster  v.  Reproductive  Health  Services. 


sue  of  abortion  back  to  state  leg¬ 
islatures.  The  legislatures  now 
can  decide  whether  to  restrict 
women’s  access  to  abortion. 

The  Webster  ruling  also  up¬ 
holds  Missouri’s  ban  against  the 
use  of  public  employees  and  fa¬ 
cilities  for  abortions  and  its  re¬ 
quirement  that  doctors 
determine  the  viability  of  any  fe¬ 
tus  20  weeks  or  older. 


sponses  from  United  Methodist 
officials  and  activists: 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  chief  executive,  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
termed  the  decision’s  provisions 
"intentional  efforts  to  control 
women  and  their  reproductive 
rights.”  He  called  its  provisions, 
especially  in  banning  public 
health  services  from  providing 
abortion,  “highly  discrimina- 


Compiled  from  news 
and  staff  reports 


United  Methodists  on  both 
sides  of  the  abortion  issue  voiced 
strong  opinions  last  week  on  what 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  July  3 
ruling  means  for  women  and  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Supreme  Court  ruling  on 
Webster  vs.  Reproductive  Health 

CariMcae  «ccpn t i !> I lv  tllfTTPfl  thfi  IS- 


tory”  because  of  their  impact  on 
low-income  women.  He  also  said 
the  decision  opens  a  major 
church-state  question  by  allow¬ 
ing  legislatures  the  opportunity 
of  favoring  one  religious  inter¬ 
pretation  over  another  in  deter¬ 
mining  when  life  begins. 

Ellen  Kirby,  assistant  general 
secretary.  Women's  Division,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
said  the  ruling  “provokes  a  patch- 
work  quilt  of  available  services, 
forcing  the  most  vulnerable  wom¬ 
en  to  the  extra  expense  and  hard¬ 
ship  of  travel  in  search  of  health 
care.”  She  added  that  the  division 
will  step  up  educational  and  ac¬ 
tion  strategies  “to  support  the 
availability  of  safe  and  legal  medi¬ 
cal  care  for  all  women.” 

The  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger, 
executive  director  of  Good  News, 
the  unofficial  caucus  of  evangeli¬ 
cal  United  Methodists,  said  the 
high  court’s  decision  is  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  church’s  Social 
Principles,  which  denounce  abor¬ 
tion  on  demand,  and  hailed  the 
decision  as  “a  clearly  positive 
one  for  anti-abortion  advocates.” 

Steven  Wissler,  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  and  director  of  the  Task 
Force  of  United  Methodists  on 
Abortion  and  Sexuality,  said  the 
Webster  decision  “will  put  more 
pressure  on  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  to  do  what  it  should 
have  been  doing  all  along— min¬ 
istering  to  and  supporting  wom¬ 
en,  so  they  do  not  have  to  choose 
the  abortion  option.” 

The  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Institute  of  Religion, 
Texas  Medical  Center,  Houston, 
said,  “It  will  no  doubt  be  a  con¬ 
fusing  situation  for  the  state  leg¬ 
islatures  because  it  puts  the 
responsibility  of  making  moral 
decisions  in  their  hands.”  Dr. 
Nelson  added  that  he  was  sur¬ 
prised  the  high  court  returned 
"so  much  power  to  the  states.” 


UMC  longtime 
'choice'  backer 

Since  1972,  the  official 
United  Methodist  statement 
on  abortion  has  supported — 
with  reservations — the  legal 
rjght  of  women  to  terminate 
their  pregnancies. 

The  1972  United  Methodist 
Social  Principles,  the  church’s 
first  collection  of  standards  re¬ 
garding  moral  conduct,  included 
a  statement  on  abortion. 

With  minor  revisions,  simi¬ 
lar  language  has  been  affirmed 
by  the  church’s  policy-making 
(general  Conferences  for  the 
past  17  years. 

The  1972  version,  created 
before  Roe  vs.  Wade,  the  land¬ 
mark  1973  case  that  granted 
women  the  right  to  abortion, 
included  this  statement: 

“We  support  the  removal  of 
abortion  from  the  criminal 
code,  placing  it  instead  under 
laws  relating  to  other  procedures 
of  standard  medical  practice.” 

In  1976,  1980,  1984  and 
1988  versions,  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  have  upheld  the  legal 
option  of  abortion. 

Recognizing  “tragic  con¬ 
flicts  of  life  with  life  that  may 
justify  abortion,”  the  Social 
Principles  counsel  that  abor¬ 
tion  should  be  chosen  only  af¬ 
ter  “thoughtful  and  prayerful 
consideration”  with  medical, 
pastoral  and  other  appropriate 
counsel. 

Delegates  to  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  voted  to  add 
to  the  church's  stance  rejec¬ 
tion  of  abortion  as  a  means  of 
sex  selection  or  birth  control. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Justice  Blackmun  rebukes  court  for  decision 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— “I  fear  for 
the  future.” 

So  said  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun,  a 
United  Methodist  layman,  in  a 
stinging  dissent  after  witnessing 
the  high  court  chipping  away  at 
the  legal  opinion  for  which  he  is 
most  famous. 

Mr.  Blackmun  continued:  “I 
fear  for  the  liberty  and  equality 
of  the  millions  of  women  who 
have  lived  and  come  of  age  in  the 
16  years  since  Roe  was  decided.  I 
fear  for  the  integrity  of  and  pub¬ 
lic  esteem  for  this  court.” 


The  81 -year-old  associate  jus¬ 
tice,  a  member  of  Metropolitan 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Washington,  wrote  the 
landmark  1973  Roe  vs.  Wade 
opinion  establishing  a  woman’s 
right  to  terminate  an  unwanted 
pregnancy. 

“For  today,  at  least,”  he  said,  a 
constitutional  right  to  abortion 
remains.  “But  the  signs  are  evi¬ 
dent  and  ominous  and  a  chill 
wind  blows.” 

Lashing  out  at  other  justices 
for  eroding  the  framework  of 
Roe  vs.  Wade,  Mr.  Blackmun 
charged  the  court’s  plurality  with 
“discarding  a  .landmark  case  of 


"The  signs  [of 
overturning  abortion 
rights]  are  evident 
and  ominous  and  a 
chill  wind  blows." 

— Justice's  dissent 


the  last  generation  and  cast(ing) 
into  darkness  the  hopes  and  vi¬ 
sions  of  every  woman  in  this 
country  who  had  come  to  believe 
that  the  Constitution  guaranteed 
her  the  right  to  exercise  some 
control  over  her  unique  ability  to 


bear  children.” 

He  continued,  “The  plurality 
opinion  is  filled  with  winks  and 
nods  and  knowing  glances  to 
those  who  would  do  away  with 
Roe  explicitly.” 

One  issue — when  life  begins — 
that  was  skirted  by  last  week’s 
decision  in  Webster  vs.  Repro¬ 
ductive  Health  Services  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  Mr.  Blackmun  early 
in  his  1973  decision. 

He  wrote  in  1973,  “The  court 
majority  agrees  that  it  cannot  re¬ 
solve  the  difficult  issue”  and  states 
that  those  trained  in  medicine, 
philosophy  and  theology  “are  un¬ 
able  to  arrive  at  any  consensus.” 


Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun 
. . .  active  United  Methodist 


Methodists  urge  disinvestment  from  South  Africa 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
Withdrawal  of  all  foreign  invest¬ 
ments  from  South  Africa  to  pro¬ 
test  the  “demonic”  racial  policies 
of  that  nation’s  government  has 
been  called  for  by  the  North 
American  Section  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

About  150  voting  representa¬ 
tives  of  eight  denominations 
meeting  June  30-July  1  also 
asked  for  a  personal  meeting  be¬ 
tween  Methodist  leaders  and 
President  Bush  “to  share  our 
concern  ...  for  the  deteriorating 
situation  in  Israel  and  the  suffer¬ 
ing  of  the  Palestinian  people  in 
the  West  Bank,  Gaza  and  East 
Jerusalem.” 

Member  churches  of  the  North 
American  Section  count  about  15 
million  members  in  the  United 
States,  Canada  and  Mexico.  No 
Canadian  representative  was 
present  during  the  voting. 

In  a  third  resolution,  delegates 
supported  creation  of  an  interna¬ 
tional  team  of  religious  observers 
to  monitor  the  forthcoming  inde¬ 
pendence  of  Namibia  and  seek  to 
“prevent  abuses  and  intimida¬ 
tion”  of  the  people  of  that  land. 

'Danger  to  human  decency' 

The  resolution  calling  for  in¬ 
ternational  economic  disinvest¬ 
ment  from  South  Africa 
denounced  that  nation's  “apart¬ 
heid  government  as  anti-demo¬ 
cratic,  anti-Christian,  and  a 
danger  to  human  decency  and  so- 


South  Africa's 
"apartheid 
government  is  anti¬ 
democratic,  anti- 
Christian  and  a 
danger  to  human 
decency  and  social 
tranquillity." 

— Disinvestment 
resolution 


cial  tranquility”  (see  related  edi¬ 
torial  on  Page  2). 

Introduced  by  Bishop  Ruben 
L.  Speaks  of  the  African  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  Salis¬ 
bury,  N.C.,  the  statement  calls  on 
“all  freedom-loving  people  ...  to 
dedicate  themselves  to  work  and 
pray  for  the  peaceful  end  of  this 
racist  regime.” 

A  motion  by  the  Rev.  Spur¬ 
geon  M.  Dunnam  III  of  Dallas  to 
remove  the  call  for  total,  interna¬ 
tional  disinvestment  was  defeat¬ 
ed  by  a  substantial  majority. 

Bishop  Speaks,  defending  eco¬ 
nomic  withdrawal,  said,  “The 
black  majority  in  South  Africa  is 
saying  that  (U.S.  Christians)  wa¬ 
ter  resolutions  down  so  that  they 
say  nothing  and  do  nothing.” 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  he  wanted  to 
substitute  the  use  of  “all  appro¬ 
priate  means,"  including  diplo¬ 
macy,  economic  sanctions  and 
support  for  development  of 
neighboring  states,  for  total  disin¬ 


vestment.  He  called  the  statement 
as  presented  by  Bishop  Speaks 
“inherently  contradictory.” 

The  resolution  as  adopted  also 
calls  for  action  by  U.S.  Christians 
to  eliminate  discrimination  and 
“prejudice  with  respect  to  race, 
ethnic  and  cultural  background 
and  socio-economic  status.” 

'Another  point  of  view' 

The  statement  on  the  Israeli- 
Palestinian  situation  noted  that 
President  Bush  “has  met  with 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
Followers  of  John  Wesley  are 
called  on  today  to  “preach  and 
teach  biblical,  Wesleyan  doctrine 
with  the  confidence  and  the  clar¬ 
ity  of  a  catechism,”  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodists  were  told  July  1. 

Instead  of  doing  so,  said  the 
Rev.  David  L.  McKenna,  the  reli¬ 
gious  right  and  the  religious  left  are 
“lobbing  explosive  missives  at  each 
other”  across  a  widening  chasm, 
“leaving  an  ever-increasing  spiritu¬ 
al  void  to  be  filled  by  others.” 

Dr.  McKenna,  president  of  As- 
bury  Theological  Seminary  in 
Wilmore,  Ky„  said  such  a  “spiri¬ 
tual  void"  becomes  “fair 
ground”  for  “heresies  of  half- 
truths  and  human  sophistries" 


American  Jewish  leaders  and 
other  groups  who  are  supportive 
of  the  present  Israeli  leadership 
and  policy."  Sponsors  said  it  is 
hoped  that  Mr.  Bush  can  hear 
“another  point  of  view.” 

Support  was  expressed  for  re¬ 
cent  statements  of  U.S.  Secretary 
of  State  James  A.  Baker  III  calling 
on  Palestinians  to  move  "intifa¬ 
deh  into  a  dialogue  of  politics  and 
diplomacy”  and  asking  Israel  “to 
lay  aside,  once  and  for  all,  the  un¬ 
realistic  vision  of  a  greater  Israel.” 


cited  by  the  Apostle  Paul  in  his 
letter  to  the  Ephesians. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  three- 
day  meeting  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Section  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  (WMC),  Dr. 
McKenna,  a  Free  Methodist, 
said  the  church  stands  at  a  time 
of  “changing  social  circum¬ 
stances”  and  “moral  conflict  of 
life  and  death  proportions,  which 
demand  of  us  a  courageous  deci¬ 
sion  with  eternal  consequences." 

Dr.  McKenna  said  “the  turning 
point”  today  “depends  on  a  recov¬ 
ery  of  personal  discipline.  .  .  . 
Without  such  discipline,  Method¬ 
ism  is  a  contradicton  in  terms.” 

Paired  with  a  body  of  believers 
pledged  to  “holy  living,”  the  As- 
bury  president  said,  is  an  essen- 


The  statement  said  that  a  new 
initiative  was  “imperative”  in 
light  of  “the  humiliation  the  Pales¬ 
tinians  have  experienced,  the  de¬ 
struction  of  homes  and  property, 
the  deportations  from  the  land  of 
their  birth  . . .  and  the  fact  that 
large  numbers  of  Palestinians  have 
been  maimed  and  killed  under  the 
Israeli  occupation.” 

Panel  presentations  on  South¬ 
ern  Africa,  the  Middle  East  and 
Central  America  preceded  the 
resolutions. 


tial  need  for  ministry  to  the  poor. 
“There  is  no  renewal  without 
both,”  he  asserted. 

The  North  American  Section, 
which  meets  every  five  years,  in¬ 
cludes  eight  denominations  with 
some  15  million  members  in  the 
U.S.,  Mexico  and  Canada. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  of 
Nashville,  newly  installed  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council’s  evangelism  emphasis, 
announced  that  the  fourth  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  Youth  Confer¬ 
ence  sponsored  by  the  World 
Evangelism  committee  will  be 
held  Aug.  7-14,  1990,  in  Oaxte- 
pec,  Mexico. 

More  than  1 ,000  youth  from  40 
countries  have  taken  part  in  each 
of  the  three  previous  conferences. 


Asbury  president  urges  renewal 
of  discipline  to  fill  ''spiritual  void' 
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OPERATION  CLASSROOM:  The 

427  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Minneso¬ 
ta  Annual  Conference  collected  a  love  offering 
of  $24,493  last  month  for  “Operation  Class¬ 
room."  That’s  a  partners-in-mission  program 
with  United  Methodists  in  Sierra  Leone  and  Li¬ 
beria.  The  money  is  to  go  to  three  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  schools  in  each  country  for  school 
supplies,  building  repairs,  student  financial  aid 
and  salary  support.  Since  last  year,  the  confer¬ 
ence  has  shipped  3,000  pounds  of  supplies  to 
the  two  African  countries. 

WORLD  EVANGELISM:  When  the 
75  participants  in  the  World  Methodist  Evange¬ 
lism  Institute  met  in  Seoul,  Korea,  in  May,  they 
went  on  a  special  preaching  mission.  It  was  con¬ 
ducted  near  where  15,000  Christians  were  be¬ 
headed  more  than  a  century  ago  for  refusing  to 
give  up  their  faith.  Bishop  Chong  Chul  Choi, 
president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  Kore¬ 
an  Methodist  Church,  told  the  group  that 
worldwide  evangelism  is  needed,  “even  in  this 
modem  and  technocratic  society  which  lacks 
spiritual  foundation.” 

THEOLOGICAL  EDUCATION: 

The  United  Methodist  University  Senate  adopt¬ 
ed  new  procedures  June  21-22  for  evaluating 
United  Methodist-related  universities  with 
schools  of  theology.  The  reviews  are  part  of  the 
University  Senate's  procedures  for  determining 
which  qualify  to  receive  United  Methodist 
funds.  A  team  from  the  senate  is  to  look  at  the 
entire  university  but  give  special  attention  to 
the  way  in  which  the  theological  school  plays  its 
role  in  the  larger  mission  of  the  university. 

AFFILIATE  MEMBERSHIP:  Thinking 

of  going  south  for  the  winter?  Or  spending  your 
summers  up  north  or  out  west?  The  United 
Methodist  Church  offers  “affiliate"  member¬ 
ship  to  people  who  spend  “an  extended  period” 
away  from  home.  Affiliate  members  are  entitled 
to  most  privileges  of  membership  at  the  church 
where  they  reside  but  are  counted  just  once — by 
their  home  church — for  apportionments  and 
other  connectional  obligations. 

NEW  CHURCHES:  Training  for  pas¬ 
tors  and  spouses  serving  newly  established  con¬ 
gregations  will  be  July  24-28  in  Orlando,  Fla., 
and  Nov.  27-Dec.  1  in  Houston.  Leaders  will  be 
experienced  pastors  serving  new  congregations 
and  staff  members  of  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries.  Participants  are  to  explore  such  topics  as 
spiritual  formation,  community  outreach, 
Christian  education,  evangelism,  stewardship 
and  telemarketing. 

NEW  RESEARCH  CENTER:  United 

Methodist-related  Clark  Atlanta  University 
broke  ground  June  26  for  a  $36  million  science 
and  research  center  for  graduate  students.  The 
school  wants  to  increase  the  number  of  ethnic- 
minority  students  receiving  instruction  and 
graduate  degrees  in  sciences,  math,  engineering 
and  computer  sciences.  The  ceremony  marked 
consolidation  of  Clark  College  and  Atlanta  Uni¬ 
versity  as  the  only  UM-related  black  university 
offering  studies  at  undergraduate  through  grad¬ 
uate  levels. 

STILL  MORE  MERGERS?:  United 

Methodist  annual  conferences  in  two  states  voted 
this  summer  to  move  toward  intrastate  mergers. 
The  Central  and  Southern  Illinois  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  the  Memphis  and  Tennessee  annual 
conferences  started  the  consolidation  process. 
The  Mississippi  and  North  Mississippi  annual 
conferences  completed  their  merger  this  year. 

CULTS  EXAGGERATED:  Despite  in¬ 
creasing  reports  of  satanic  cult  activity  in  both 
religious  and  secular  media,  a  specialist  in  reli¬ 
gious  cults  says  the  danger  has  been  greatly  ex¬ 
aggerated.  The  Rev.  J.  Gordon  Melton,  a 
United  Methodist  from  Santa  Barbara,  Calif, 
said  he  thinks  the  real  increase  has  been  more  in 
the  attempts  at  promoting  a  fear  of  Satanism, 
not  a  rise  in  Satanism  itself.  He  directs  the  Insti¬ 
tute  for  the  Study  of  Religion  at  the  University 
of  California. 

YOUTH  MINISTRY:  Certification  for 
United  Methodist  youth  ministry  workers  is 
available  through  the  Division  of  Diaconal 
Ministry  in  the  church's  General  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry.  The  division  is  at¬ 
tempting  to  “strengthen  youth  ministry  across 
the  church,”  with  “mature,  well-informed, 
skilled  and  committed  leadership,”  said  staff 
executive  Rosalie  J.  Bentzinger.  Youth  ministry 
becomes  one  of  four  areas  of  professional  certi¬ 
fication  in  diaconal  ministry.  Others  are  Chris¬ 
tian  education,  music  ministry  and  evangelism. 

COLLEGE  BOUND:  The  Rev.  Cain 
Hope  Felder,  professor  of  New  Testament  Stud¬ 
ies  at  Howard  University  in  Washington,  is  to 
be  the  keynote  speaker  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  “Consultation  on  Racism  in  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion”  Sept.  15-17.  Sponsored  by  the  Campus 
Ministry  Section  of  the  church’s  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  the  consulta¬ 
tion  is  to  discuss  creating  more  inclusive  aca¬ 
demic  communities  and  a  more  inclusive 
society.  United  Methodist  campus  ministers, 
students,  college  and  university  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  and  administrators,  and  local  church  pas¬ 
tors  are  to  attend. 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


History  unit  celebrates  a  'first' 


the  Revs.  Roy  D.  Barton,  Dallas, 
and  Grant  S.  Shockley,  Atlanta, 
and  Artemio  R.  Guillermo,  Ce¬ 
dar  Falls,  Iowa. 

They  said  ethnic  history,  despite 
big  gaps,  records  a  struggle  against 
prejudice  and  discrimination. 

Workshops  ranged  across  top¬ 
ics  such  as  “graveyard  preserva¬ 
tion,”  oral  history,  laws  bearing 
on  archives  and  other  history 
points,  resources  for  doing  re¬ 
search,  anniversary  observations 
and  celebrating  contributions  of 


More  than  a  score  of  work¬ 
shops,  addresses  and  panel  dis¬ 
cussions  later,  the  Rev.  Albert  C. 
Outler,  in  the  final  address,' 
called  on  historians  to  offer  “so¬ 
ber  hope”  to  the  church. 

The  human  prospect  was  not 
bright  when  Wesley  lay  dying  in 
1791,  Dr.  Outler  said,  and  pros¬ 
pects  for  the  Methodist  move¬ 
ment  were  no  brighter. 

Today,  he  asserted,  United 
Methodism  is  “a  troubled  church 
in  a  deeply  troubled  world.”  The 
other  side  of  “a  thousand  Doints 


of  light,"  he  observed,  “is  a  dark¬ 
ened  sky.” 

Jean  Miller  Schmidt,  associate 
professor  of  modem  church  his¬ 
tory  at  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver,  devoted  most  of  her  pa¬ 
per  to  women’s  history,  which 
she  called  “a  very  young  field.” 

Dr.  Schmidt  concluded  that 
women  felt  called  to  preach  long 
before  the  male-dominated  struc¬ 
tures  responded  with  ordination. 

The  history  of  ethnic  persons 
in  United  Methodism  was  de¬ 
tailed  in 


United  Methodist  News  Service 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
History  should  be  preserved  in 
such  a  way  that  it  can  be  examined 
“clearly  and  directly,”  the  first  na¬ 
tional  United  Methodist  historical 
convocation  was  told  June  30. 

“We  may  not  always  like  it, 
but  it  is  important  to  understand 
it,"  Larry  E.  Tise,  new  director  of 
the  Benjamin  Franklin  Memorial 
in  Philadelphia,  told  350  history 
enthusiasts  in  the  keynote  ad¬ 
dress  of  the  four-day  gathering. 
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KAUAI,  Hawaii— The  Rev  Alejandro  Vergara,  district  director  for  global  ministries,  gathers  with  the  congregation  of 
Kaumakani  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hawaii.  Built  in  1912  amidst  a  sugarcane  plantation  on  the  island  of  Kauai, 
Kaumakam  is  recognized  as  the  oldest  United  Methodist  place  of  worship  in  that  state. 


Hawaii: ' Prayers  in  many  tongues' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Hoo-Na-Ni  I  Ka  Ma-Ku-A-Mau. 
Ke  Kei-Ki  Me  Ka  U-Ha-Ne  No. 
KeAku-A  Mau  Hoo-Mai-Kai  Pu 
Ko  Ke-Ia  Ao,  Ko  Ke-La  Ao. 
Amene. 

(The  Doxoiogy  in  Hawaiian ,  used  with 
permission  from  "Waves"  by  the  Rev. 

Alejandro  R.  Vergara) 

It’s  not  uncommon  for  visitors 
to  United  Methodist  churches  in 
Hawaii  to  hear  “fervent  prayers  in 
many  tongues  and  languages  being 
sent  to  the  throne  of  grace,”  writes 
the  Rev.  Alejandro  R.  Vergara,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Waianae  United 
Methodist  Church  on  the  island  of 
Oahu. 


In  fact,  the  Hawaii  District  of 
the  California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference  is  one  of  the  few  in 
this  country  where  Caucasians 
are  in  the  minority. 

The  32  churches  in  Hawaii  and 
the  one  in  Guam  have  6,816 
members.  They  are  Tongans,  Sa¬ 
moans,  Koreans,  Japanese,  Filipi¬ 
nos,  blacks,  whites  and,  of  course, 
Hawaiians. 

“Our  churches  represent  the 
state's  population,  and  we’re  sen¬ 
sitive  to  that  in  this  district,” 
said  the  Rev.  James  L.  Swenson, 
Hawaii  district  superintendent. 

"What  some  people  call  cross- 
racial  appointments  are  just  cler¬ 
gy  appointments  here.  We  match 
the  needs  of  the  church  to  the 


Partnership  | 
in  Missions 


^CXflNCE  JVo  gift  too  small 


qualifications  of  the  pastor.  At 
some  churches,  you  just  have  to 
be  able  to  speak  the  language.  It’s 
a  very  interesting  place  to  be  in 
ministry.” 

The  Hawaiian  mission  area  be¬ 
came  a  full  district  of  the  Southern 
Califomia-Arizona  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  1967.  But  it  continues 
to  receive  mission  assistance 
through  the  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church. 

Dr.  Vergara  told  the  Reporter 


common 

that  some  churches  in  the  district 
are  different  from  mainland  con¬ 
gregations  because  they  are  com¬ 
posed  of  “plantation  people.” 
They  grow  sugarcane  for  a  living 
and  don’t  make  large  incomes. 

“Although  some  churches  can¬ 
not  afford  a  full-time  pastor,  they 
still  want  their  clergy  to  give  full¬ 
time  pastoral  care,  which  is  a 
part  of  our  island  heritage,”  he 
said.  “That’s  why  this  district  re¬ 
ceives  Advance  funds  for  salary 
support.” 

Gift  to  the  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church  to  assist  the  Ha¬ 
waii  District  can  be  made  via  any 
annual  conference  treasurer  and 
designated  for  Advance  No 
922357-5. 


Arts  groups 
split  over 
gay  chorus 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Disagreement  over  public  iden¬ 
tification  of  a  gay  men’s  chorus 
has  led  a  non-denominational 
group  of  church  musicians  to 
withdraw  its  co-sponsorship  of  the 
biennial  convocation  of  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts. 

The  convocation  is  scheduled 
July  16-21  in  Claremont,  Calif. 

In  what  both  sides  described  as 
a  friendly  but  unresolvable  dis¬ 
pute,  Choristers  Guild  board 
members  voted  to  withdraw  after 
learning  in  late  May  that  the  con¬ 
vocation  would  include  an  inno¬ 
vative  worship  service  focusing 
on  “outcasts." 

The  service  is  to  include  a  per¬ 
formance  by  the  Los  Angeles  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus. 

Patricia  Evans,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Choristers  Guild, 
said  the  group  wasn’t  consulted 
about  the  last-minute  program 
change  and  didn’t  approve  it. 

Ms.  Evans  also  confirmed  that 
some  directors  were  concerned 
that  Choristers  Guild  sponsor¬ 
ship  would  imply  approval  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality.  Some  felt  such  a 
possible  implication  was  the 
wrong  image  for  the  Choristers 
Guild,  an  ecumenical  group  de¬ 
voted  to  music  instruction  for 
children  and  youths,  she  ac¬ 
knowledged. 

Correspondence  between  Cho¬ 
risters  Guild  and  Fellowship  offi¬ 
cials  stated  that  Guild  directors 
were  willing  to  retain  co-sponsor- 
ship  so  long  as  the  gay  men’s 
chorus  was  not  identified  either 
verbally  or  in  printed  programs. 

But  John  Yarrington,  Fellow¬ 
ship  president,  told  the  Reporter 
that  his  group  felt  it  couldn’t 
grant  that  request. 

He  said  the  possibility  of  the 
"outcasts”  worship — one  of  sever¬ 
al  worship  services  scheduled  dur¬ 
ing  the  six-day  event — was 
mentioned  in  early  planning  ses¬ 
sions  and  later  confirmed  by  the 
convocation’s  worship  committee. 

The  Fellowship  is  an  affiliate 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Choristers  Guild  has  been 
a  co-sponsor  of  the  Fellowship’s 
biennial  meetings  since  about 
1975.  Both  Ms.  Evans  and  Mr. 
Yarrington  indicated  that  they 
expect  this  cooperation  to  re¬ 
sume  following  the  1989  hiatus. 


People  called 


United  Methodist 

Churchwide  arts  leader 
accepts  Arkansas  position 

The  national  president  of  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts,  has 
been  named  minister  of  music  at  Pu¬ 
laski  Heights  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

John  Yarrington,  48,  a  diaconal 
minister,  was  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dallas  for  10  years 
before  resigning  last  year  because  of  stress.  He  and  his  wife 
were  drawn  into  the  public  spotlight  after  the  unsolved  1987 
attack  on  Peggy  Railey,  wife  of  Dr.  Walker  Railey,  First 
UMC’s  then-senior  minister.  The  Yarringtons,  close  friends 
of  the  Raileys,  are  legal  guardians  of  the  two  young  Railey 
children,  Ryan  and  Megan.  Mrs.  Railey  remains  comatose  in 
a  nursing  home. 


lohn  Yarrington 


Three  students  win 
ethnic  scholarships 

Ethnic  minority  students 
from  New  York,  Georgia  and 
Florida  have  been  awarded 
merit  scholarships  of  $3,000 
each  by  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House. 

Recipients  are: 

•  Miguel  A.  Bonilla,  a 
member  of  The  Hispanic 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Hempstead,  N.Y.,  and  a  ju¬ 
nior  at  Randolph-Macon 
College,  Ashland,  Va.; 

•  Erica  Cori  Daniel,  a 
member  of  Hoosier  Memori¬ 
al  United  Methodist  Church 
and  a  junior  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity,  both  in  Atlanta; 

•  Carla  Marie  Fredette,  a 
member  of  Cutler  Ridge 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Miami  and  an  Emory  senior. 

The  merit  scholarship 
awards  seek  to  encourage 
promising  ethnic  students  in 


United  Methodist-related 
colleges  and  universities  to 
pursue  lay  careers  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church, 
particularly  with  the  Publish¬ 
ing  House. 

Nashville-based  librarian 
heads  Africa  committee 

Rosalyn  Lewis,  librarian  at 
the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  in  Nashville, 
has  been  elected  chairwoman 
of  the  committee  charged 
with  planning  and  collecting 
a  theological  library  for  the 
proposed  Africa  University 
in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 

The  committee  held  its  or¬ 
ganizational  meeting  June  15 
at  the  Publishing  House. 

The  Publishing  House  will 
serve  as  the  collection  point 
for  books  and  will  finance 
their  storage  and  shipping. 
Books  will  be  donated  by 
U.S.  and  overseas  publishers, 
clergypersons  and  others. 


20  million 
Bibles  asked 
for  Russians 

Religious  News  Service 

Russian  Orthodox  Church  leaders 
have  challenged  the  United  Bible  So¬ 
brieties  to  provide  20  million  Bibles. 

The  request  for  millions  of  Bibles 
was  made  by  several  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  leaders  in  a  conversation  with 
Teije  Hartberg,  a  publishing  consul¬ 
tant  with  the  United  Bible  Societies. 

They  told  Mr.  Hartberg  that  the 
demand  for  Scriptures  “would  not 
even  slow  down"  until  there  were  at 
least  20  million  Bibles  in  Russia. 

The  Rev.  Cirilo  A.  Rigos,  the  Soci¬ 
eties'  chief  executive,  said  providing 
20  million  Bibles  “is  without  a  doubt 
the  greatest  challenge  we  have  ever 
faced — and  we  welcome  it.” 

According  to  reliable  sources, 
there  are  only  three  to  four  million 
Bibles  in  the  Soviet  Union  to  meet 
the  needs  of  an  estimated  60-100 
million  Christians. 

Bishop  Vladimir,  a  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  Church  official,  assured  Mr. 
Hartberg  there  would  be  no  trouble 
getting  the  Bibles  into  the  country. 

“I  have  not  yet  seen  a  non-believer 
in  this  country  who  did  not  want  a 
Bible,”  one  news  report  quoted  the 
bishop  as  saying.  “Every  family  in 
the  country  wishes  to  have  a  Bible.” 

The  challenge  for  20  million  Bibles 
follows  a  “memorandum  of  under¬ 
standing”  signed  recently  in  Moscow 
between  the  United  Bible  Societies 
and  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church. 

The  memorandum  is  expected  to 
provide  the  basis  for  ongoing  dis¬ 
cussion  towards  “the  establishment 
of  the  first-ever  interconfessional 
Bible  distribution  organization  in 
the  U.S.S.R." 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  ?5  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

FOR  RENT  LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  NC  (Meth¬ 

odist  Assembly),  3  bedroom  lake  front  cottage. 
All  electric,  :reened  porch,  lake  view,  furnished 
for  eight.  V  eekly/monthly,  August-  November. 
Rev.  M.B.  1  udnall,  Clemson,  SC,  (704)  456-5763 

FULL-TIME  CHORAL  DIRECTOR  SOUGHT 

or  (803)  65  >-5859. 

to  grow  music  ministry  in  church  of  1300  +  with 
very  active  programming.  Experience  in  growing 
choirs  desired.  Competitive  compensation  pack¬ 
age.  Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  Tim  Walker,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  88,  Graham,  TX 
76046.(817)  549-0970. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  Paradise 

Hills  United  Methodist  Church.  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico.  20  hours/week.  Contact:  Pastor 
Gerald  White,  (505)  898-1327. 

DIRECTOR/MIN1STER  OF  PROGRAM  to 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Full¬ 
time  position  opens  August  1  in  1600+  member 
church  with  full-graded  choirs  and  handbells.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  include  directorship  of  church’s 
Musical  Arts  Series.  Experience  preferred.  Salary 
commensurate  with  the  training  and  experience. 
Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
204  E.  Spring  Street,  Cookeville,  TN  38501. 

School.  Growing  600-mcmber  suburban  church. 
Salary  $18-  25K,  depending  on  level  of  demon¬ 
strated  accomplishment.  Reply  to:  Rev.  Milton 
Lewis,  Northern  Hills  UMC,  14207  Higgins  Rd., 
San  Antonio,  TX  78217.  j 

EXCITING  NEW  SONG  BOOK  getting  all  ages 

singing  in  church:  "Joyful  Noise!",  225  songs. 

MUSIC/YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 
650-member  church.  Send  applications  and  re- 

19?  pages,  5'/j"x  8",  spiral-bound,  two  for  $6.50 
postpaid  to  August  15.  Compiler:  Larry  Eisen- 
berg,  1218  S.  Winston,  Tulsa,  OK  741 12.  | 

Church,  31 1  N.E.  2nd,  Andrews,  TX  79714. 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  growing 

GROWING  CENTRAL  FLORIDA  CHURCH 
needs  an  assistant  to  help  with  church  growth,  as¬ 
similation  and  sharing  pastoral  duties.  $18,400, 

church  near  Longview,  Texas.  Send  resumes  to: 
Rev.  Don  Lewis,  Box  367,  White  Oak,  TX  75693. 
Phone;  (214)  759-7634. 

plus  2  bedroom  home.  Send  resume  to:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  263  King  St.,  Oviedo,  FL  32765. 

60  COLLEGIATE  ADULT  CHOIR  ROBES,  col¬ 

or  compliments  any  worship  setting.  Two  revere- 
ible  stoles  feature  four  liturgical  colors.  Like  new. 
(214)  423-4506. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  First  United 

ments:  Methodist  understanding,  four  year  de¬ 
gree,  clear  sense  of  faith  and  calling.  Salary  com¬ 
petitive.  (214)  537-2666.  P.O.  Box  659,  Mt, 
Vernon,  TX  75457.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  with 
light  responsibilities  in  Christian  education 
sought  by  1500-member  church.  Fully  graded 
music  program.  Salary  and  job  description  ne- 
gotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Max  Browning. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1981, 
Pampa,  Tx  79066-1981. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND 
Children's  Education  Ministries  needed.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  salary  expectations  to:  Rev.  Luther 
Clark,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  145  S. 
Main  St.,  Ripley.  TN  38063. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  MUSIC  Ministries, 

1 500  +  membership  growing  church.  Salary  ne- 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR-  RED  BIRD  Mission. 
Solid  administrative  experience  required  for  a 
multi-faceted  ministry.  Inquiries  to:  Red  Bird 
Search  Committee,  HC  69,  Box  700,  Beverly,  KY 
40913. 

gotiable.  Resume  by  August  10:  Bill  Couch,  La- 
keRidge  United  Methodist  Church,  4701 -82nd 
St..  Lubbock,  TX  79424. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries,  young  growing  congregation  of  1500  + 
members.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume  by  August 

10:  Bill  Couch,  LalceRidge  United  Methodist 
Church,  4701-82nd  St.,  Lubbock,  TX  79424.  | 

FALL  FOLIAGE  TOURS  WITH  TAUCK 
Tours,  September  25-  New  England  Laurentian 
and  New  England/Nova  Scotia.  $100.00  dis¬ 
count  for  new  bookings  if  made  by  July  211  All 
World  Tours,  1401  Elm  Street,  Suite  1955,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  75202,  Metro  (214)  226-4210  or  toll 
free  1-800-323-8568. 

FULL-TIME  ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  Director 
for  Youth  and  Camping,  Desert  Southwest  Con¬ 
ference.  Resumes  to:  Michael  Nickerson,  2633  E. 
Indian  School  Road,  Suite  402,  Phoenix,  AZ 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo- 

85016-6763  by  August  21.  j 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 

THE  BALTIMORE  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
is  inviting  application  for  the  position  of  Campus 
Minister  and  Director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation, 
Howard  University.  Position  calls  for  a  clergy  to 
work  with  United  Methodist  students,  United 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
or  more),  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming.  58  tickets.  New  grilled  burger 
cookout,  and  breakfast.  All  for  $23  each!  Call 

Ministries,  Board  of  Directors,  and  University 
administrators.  Salary  range  $17,850-  $22,029, 
housing  allowance  and  travel.  Send  resume  to: 
Wesley  Foundation,  2405  First  Street,  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20001. 

(501) 253-8418  today! 

32  FULLY  UPHOLSTERED  OAK  PEWS,  chan- 

SOLID  OAK  CHANCEL  FURNITURE  for  sale: 
communion  table,  communion  railing,  baptism 

dclicrs.  and  pulpit.  All  in  excellent  condition. 
Chapel  of  the  Cross,  4333  Cole,  Dallas,  TX 
75205.  (214)  521-6062. 

$2,000  or  best  offer.  Eight  gothic  sanctuary  lights 
and  100  folding  chair  hymnal  racks-  best  ofTer. 
Call  Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston, 
LA.  (318)  255-221  1. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  2500- 
member  FUMC  of  Conroe,  TX.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  928,  Conroe,  TX 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION.  First  United 

Methodist  Church  of  Reseda,  CA,  a  650-member 
church  in  the  San  Fernando  Valley,  is  seeking  a 
part-time  Minister  of  Visitation.  Call  the  church, 

(8 1 8)  344-7 1 35  for  further  information. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH  Di¬ 
rector  for  large  suburban  church.  Send  inquiry  to 
PPR  Committee,  2537  Lee  Road,  Cleveland,  OH 
44118.  j 
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'Sincere  spiritual  convictions' 

Judge  gives  early  release  to  woman  jailed  in  nuclear-plant  protest 


By  ROBERT  BOCZKIEWICZ 

Religious  News  Service 

DENVER— A  federal  judge  who 
sentenced  religious  pacifist  Jennifer 
Haines  to  nine  months  in  prison  for 
trespassing  last  Christmas  day  at  a 
nuclear  weapons  plant  has  ordered 
her  released  halfway  through  her 
prison  term, 

In  reducing  the  sentence.  District 
Judge  Zita  L.  Weinshienk  cited  the 
Roman  Catholic  laywoman's  “sin¬ 
cere  spiritual  convictions”  as  hav¬ 
ing  motivated  her  to  illegally  enter 
the  Rocky  Flats  plant  near  Denver. 

It  is  very  rare  for  a  judge  to  re¬ 
duce  a  prison  term  in  progress,  said 
James  Bredar,  who  has  spent  seven 
years  as  a  law  clerk. 

Ms.  Haines  served  two  previous 
prison  terms  for  trespassing  at  the 
plant.  She  usually  has  been  arrested 
on  religious  holidays  such  as  Easter 
and  Christmas,  when,  she  says,  she 
goes  on  the  property  to  pray. 

'Vocation  is  praying' 

Ms.  Haines,  who  describes  her 
vocation  as  praying,  was  reared  a 


Quaker  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Sojourners  religious  community  in 
Washington  before  moving  to  Colo¬ 
rado.  Shp  was  baptized  a  Roman 
Catholic  in  1987  and  is  associated 
with  the  Catholic  Worker,  a  peace 
and  justice  movement  founded 
more  than  50  years  ago. 

A  few  weeks  after  sentencing  her, 
Judge  Weinshienk  personally  deliv¬ 
ered  to  Denver’s  Catholic  Worker 
House  a  letter  Ms.  Haines  had  writ¬ 
ten  from  prison  to  a  nun  at  the 
house.  Sister  Anna  Koop  explained 
that  prison  officials  had  prohibited 
Ms.  Haines  from  writing  to  non-ju¬ 
dicial  persons,  so  she  asked  the 
judge  to  forward  the  letter. 

In  an  interview  Ms.  Haines  de¬ 
scribed  her  prison  term  as  “very 
hard”  because  she  was  kept  in  disci¬ 
plinary  detention  under  “intoler¬ 
able  conditions,"  refused  to  eat  for 
several  days  in  protest  and  was 
physically  and  emotionally  hurt. 

Ms.  Haines  said  she  refuses  to  co¬ 
operate  with  many  aspects  of  the 
court  and  prison  systems  because 
they  are  not  “relevant  to  the  life  of 
God,  which  is  the  primary  purpose 


of  my  life.” 

Her  refusal  to  work,  to  stand  to 
be  counted  and  similar  prison  dis¬ 
obedience  resulted  in  such  disci¬ 
plinary  measures  as  being  locked  up 
many  more  hours  and  in  more 
crowded  quarters  than  most  in¬ 
mates,  she  said. 

At  the  Pleasanton,  Calif.,  federal 
prison,  sometimes  four  inmates 
were  in  a  cell  designed  for  two,  Ms. 
Haines  said. 

“It  would  have  been  hard  to  do 
the  whole  nine  months,”  she  said. 
''God  knew  I  needed  a  break.” 

Judge  had  no  choice 

When  she  sentenced  Ms.  Haines, 
Judge  Weinshienk  said  she  had  no 
choice  on  the  prison  term  because 
of  a  new  sentencing  law  that  limits 
the  discretion  of  federal  judges. 
This  is  seen  as  an  effort  to  prevent 
sentence  disparities. 

In  the  order  reducing  the  sen¬ 
tence  to  time  served,  the  judge 
ruled  that  Ms.  Haines'  criminal  his¬ 
tory — limited  to  trespassing  at  the 
plant — fits  exceptions  allowed  in 
the  new  sentencing  law. 
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Is  “grace"  becoming  a  lost  practice? 

Some  refer  to  it  as  “asking  a  blessing."  Others  refer  to  it  as  "saying  grace."  But  for  many  it's  something 
done  only  during  special  occasions.  Leo  Meyer  and  his  two  daughters,  Anne  and  Courtney,  take  a  time 
out  to  thank  God  for  the  food  as  they  share  a  meal  with  their  friend,  Marylee  Johnson. 

Mainline  Protestant  'Festival 
of  Healing'  attracts  800  people 


Religious  News  Service 

Contrary  to  popular  perception, 
faith  healing  is  not  the  sole  province 
of  Pentecostal  and  fundamentalist 
churches. 

That  point  was  made  clear  recent¬ 
ly  when  an  estimated  800  persons 
from  Episcopalian,  Presbyterian 
and  other  mainline  backgrounds 
gathered  at  the  Episcopal  Church’s 
staid  National  Cathedral  in  Wash¬ 
ington  to  participate  in  a  “Festival 
of  Healing.” 

Sponsored  by  The  International 
Order  of  Saint  Luke  the  Physician, 
the  festival  featured  presentations 
on  specific  aspects  of  the  healing 
ministry,  capped  by  an  evening  ser¬ 
vice  led  by  Presiding  Bishop  Ed¬ 
mond  Browning. 

At  the  end  of  Bishop  Browning’s 
sermon,  26  two-person  teams  posi¬ 
tioned  themselves  throughout  the 
sanctuary  and  prayed  with  those 
who  said  they  were  in  need. 

The  Rev.  Arthur  Greeley  of  Be- 
thesda,  Md.,  a  retired  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  who  was  on  the 
festival  planning  committee,  said 
the  festival  was  held  because  the  or¬ 
der  felt  “the  time  had  come  to  make 
some  kind  of  splash  to  draw  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  mainline  churches.” 

Those  churches  “have  missed  the 
boat  for  a  long,  long  time,”  said  Mr. 
Greeley,  by  not  fully  appreciating 
the  connections  between  prayer  and 
healing  and  the  way  emotions  affect 
our  physical  well-being. 

Mr.  Greeley  said  healing  some¬ 
times  comes  in  spectacular  fashion. 
But,  more  often  than  not,  prayer 
helps  “point  the  way”  toward  re¬ 
covery. 

Most  people  who  asked  for  help 
at  the  healing  service,  Mr.  Greeley 


reported,  spoke  of  “inner”  psycho¬ 
logical  or  spiritual  difficulties,  al¬ 
though  a  number  attended  who 
were  in  wheelchairs  or  had  other 
obvious  physical  disabilities. 

Mr.  Greeley  recalled  praying  with 
one  woman  who  then  leaped  up  and 
exclaimed,  “Oh,  you  can’t  image 
how  free  I  feel!” 


“There  was  a  great  deal  of  that 
kind  of  inner  healing,”  said  Mr. 
Greeley. 

The  Order  of  Saint  Luke  was 
founded  about  50  years  ago  by  Epis¬ 
copalians  but  is  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  group,  which  derives  most  of 
its  support  from  members  of  main¬ 
line  churches. 


In  addition,  the  judge’s  order  said 
"the  record  indicates  that  the  defen¬ 
dant  is  a  genuinely  religious  person 
who  committed  the  offense  in  ques¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  all  of  the  previous 
similar  offenses,  because  of  her 
spiritual  convictions.” 

“This  court  does  not  condone  the 
defendant’s  illegal  behavior  but 
nevertheless  feels  that  this  type  of 
protest  based  on  sincere  spiritual 
convictions  is  not  addressed  by  the 
guidelines  (of  the  uniform  sentenc¬ 
ing  law).” 

Two  women  meet 

Six  days  after  Ms.  Haines  ended  her 
sentence,  she  stopped  by  the  judge’s 
chambers  in  Denver  to  greet  her. 

“Her  relationship  is  very  impor¬ 
tant  to  me,”  Ms.  Haines  said.  “I  feel 
very  good  about  Judge  Wein- 
shienk’s  continuing  concern  for  me. 

I  don’t  feel  reduction  is  a  gift  but 
her  attempt  to  be  just.” 

Ms.  Haines  said  she  expects  to  re¬ 
sume  her  daily  prayer  vigil  outside 
the  gate  of  the  weapons  plant  and 
plans  to  illegally  enter  the  plant 
again  at  Christmas. 

Women's  unit 
backs  printing 
of  media  study 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — The  current  issue 
of  Media  &  Values,  a  quarterly  re¬ 
source  for  media  awareness,  was  de¬ 
veloped  with  a  major  grant  from  the 
economics  literacy  program  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

Ellen  Kirby,  an  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  division,  said  the  28- 
page  “Media  and  Money:  How  the 
Bottom  Line  Affects  What  We  See 
and  Read”  explores  coverage  of  com¬ 
plex  issues  like  Third  World  debt, 
poverty  and  homelessness,  bank  clos¬ 
ings,  and  farm  foreclosures. 

According  to  Ms.  Kirby,  the 
$14,000  grant  to  the  magazine  was 
a  first,  but  development  of  similar 
resources  on  economic  literacy  for 
the  denomination  is  an  ongoing 
Women’s  Division  project. 

The  sponsorship  reflects  a  shared 
interest  between  the  division  and 
the  magazine  without  duplication 
of  ideas,  she  added. 

Media  &  Values  represents  “good 
work  on  the  media,”  she  said.  Cou¬ 
pling  that  work  with  the  division’s 
strong  interest  in  the  economy  pro¬ 
vided  “a  way  for  the  two  groups  to 
come  together,”  she  said. 

The  current  issue,  she  added,  pro¬ 
vides  an  alternative  viewpoint  to 
“greed  and  materialism  (as)  ...  the 
more  dominant  values  we  usually  see 
portrayed  in  the  media”  and  “is  more 
reflective  of  the  values  of  the  church.” 

Thousands  of  copies  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  issue  of  Media  &  Values  will  be 
used  throughout  the  United  States 
in  economics  study  groups  in  local 
churches  and  grass-roots  organiza¬ 
tions. 


Movie  Review: 


Is  that  bright  light 
dawning  or  deadly? 


By  H1LEY  H.  WARD 

The  chubby  woman  with  the 
flight  attendant  cap  at  the  all- 
night  diner  in  Los  Angeles  in  the 
movie  “Miracle  Mile”  shouts  to 
the  other  middle-of-the-night 
customers: 

“Is  anyone  here  a  Christian? 
Like  a  hard-core  one?” 

It  has  dawned  on  her  that  the 
end  of  the  world — at  least  for 
Los  Angeles — may  be  at  hand. 
Just  an  hour  or  less  away. 

The  reason  for  the  sense  of  ter¬ 
ror  is  a  phone  call  which  a  tall, 
mild-mannered  visitor  to  the 
diner  has  taken  at  the  pay  phone 
outside. 

Harry  Washello  (Anthony 
Edwards)  had  come  to  Johnnie’s 
Coffee  Shop  to  meet  the  sweet¬ 
eyed  waitress,  Julie  Peters  (Mare 
Winningham).  They  had  met  ear¬ 
lier  at  a  museum. 

However,  he  is  many  hours 
late  because  his  alarm  clock  did 
not  go  off.  Julie  has  long  since 
gone  home. 

He  tries  to  call  her.  But  as  he 
hangs  up  without  an  answer,  the 
phone  rings. 

“Dad,  Dad,  it’s  the  big  one! 
We’re  locked  in!” 

It’s  the  terrified  voice  of  some¬ 
one  named  Chip  in  North  Dako¬ 
ta.  The  caller  thinks  he  has 
reached  his  father.  Harry  takes 
the  caller  seriously  and  believes 
that  the  U.S.  is  launching  a  mis¬ 
sile  strike  and  that  incoming  mis¬ 
siles  are  due  within  the  hour. 

Like  the  prophets  of  old,  Harry 
faces  the  difficult  task  of  warning 
others  of  impending  destruction. 

But  Harry  is  earnest  and  soon 
has  believers.  The  diner  empties. 

One  is  never  too  sure  about 
Harry  in  this  tale  of  humor  and 
fright  directed  and  written  by 


Steve  De  Jamatt.  But,  as  in  the 
baseball  film,  “Field  of  Dreams,” 
there  is  a  voice  to  reckon  with. 
How  seriously  should  you  regard 
strange  voices  and  messages? 

Harry  jumps  on  the  van  of  the 
diner’s  cook  as  he  flees.  On  sec¬ 
ond  thought,  Harry  remembers 
he  must  try  to  save  his  new  love, 
Julie.  Where  she  lives  in  a  vast 
apartment  complex,  he  is  not 
quite  sure.  Suspense  mounts  as 
he  attempts  to  balance  his  in¬ 
stinct  to  flee  and  his  obligation  to 
rescue  the  one  he  loves. 

He  devises  a  plan  of  escape 
from  the  city  by  arranging  for  a 
helicopter  to  arrive  on  top  of  a 
skyscraper.  Meanwhile,  the 
streets  erupt  in  confusion. 

The  escaping  populace  be¬ 
comes  so  destructive  in  their  at¬ 
tempt  to  get  out  before  a  bomb 
or  nuclear  warhead  arrives  that 
the  immediate  fear  of  one  anoth¬ 
er  matches  and  supplants  the  ho¬ 
locaust  which  might  or  might  not 
arrive. 

In  other  end-of-the-world  nu¬ 
clear  movies  on  the  big  screen  or 
on  TV  you  see  the  preparation 
for  the  big  moment — the  failed 
diplomacy,  the  mistaken  touch  of 
the  button,  the  missiles  leaving 
the  silos.  Here  are  only  one 
prophet’s  words.  Would  you  be¬ 
lieve  him? 

Everybody  knows  in  this  mov¬ 
ie  they  cannot  escape  a  nuclear 
attack.  Yet  they  hold  on  to  what 
they  perceive  to  be  left. 

Harry  and  Julie  find  comfort 
in  their  love  as  they  watch  the 
bright  ball  of  light  illuminate 
frightened  streets.  Is  it  the  sun,  or 
is  it  more,  as  the  light  increases? 

Dr.  Ward  is  a  journalism  professor 
at  Temple  University  and  a  frequent 
movie  reviewer  for  the  Reporter. 


Book  Review: 


You  have  a  pet  peeve? 
It's  in  this  book! 


"Me  and  My  Pet  Peeves,"  by  Muriel 
Larson.  Nashville:  Broadman  Press, 
1988.  124  pages;  paperback;  $3.25. 

By  IEFFERSON  D.  CASKEY 

Peeves,  irritations,  exasperations, 
aggravations — call  them  what  you 
will — are  never  easy  to  cope  with. 
Take,  for  example,  some  of  these: 

The  top  comes  off  the  salt  shaker, 
spilling  its  contents  on  the  hus¬ 
band’s  dinner  and  he  asks,  “Who 
didn’t  put  the  salt  shaker  top  back 
on  right?” 

And  more  difficult  ones:  The  boss 
with  “groping  hands:”  obscene  tele¬ 
phone  calls;  the  friend  who  is  a 
chronic  debater  or  complainer;  the 
person  who  has  to  run  everything; 
the  inveterate  gossip. 

Me  and  My  Pet  Peeves  is  a  little 
book  that  relates  some  sound,  helpful 
experiences.  Its  author  seems  to  have 
done  “a  heap  of  living”  because  not 
only  does  she  list  peeves  that  all  of  us 
have  confronted,  she  tells  us  how  to 
deal  with  them  without  letting  them 


“drive  us  up  the  wall.” 

This  will  illustrate:  There’s  the 
“slovenly  Christian,”  the  wife  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  children’s  Sun¬ 
day  school  department  who  was  one 
of  the  primary  teachers  who  came  to 
teach  erratically,  once  or  twice  a 
month.  This  meant  “nabbing”  a  sub¬ 
stitute  teacher  at  the  last  minute. 

Reasoning  with  the  superinten¬ 
dent  did  not  help.  He  explained  his 
wife’s  absences  by  saying  that  his 
wife  worked  the  night  shift  and  did 
not  always  feel  like  teaching  on 
Sunday  morning.  And  the  pastor 
was  evasive.  It  was  prayer  that 
solved  this  problem.  This  superin¬ 
tendent's  wife  in  due  time  gave  up 
the  class;  some  one  who  could  teach 
regularly  took  the  position;  and  the 
author’s  daughter  was  promoted  to 
another  department. 

Throughout  Me  and  My  Pet 
Peeves  one  finds  a  lot  of  practical 
wisdom  that  will  stand  every  Chris¬ 
tian  in  good  stead  in  trying  situa¬ 
tions.  Muriel  Larson  writes  in  a 
clear,  informal  style. 


Dear  Deborah 


Group  helps  parents  who  have  lost  child  in  death 


Dear  Deborah: 

After  reading  your  column  with 
the  letter  from  Natalie,  I  strongly 
suggest  that  you  also  put  her  in 
touch  with  “Compassionate 
Friends”  (listed  in  most  city  phone 
books.) 

This  is  a  national  support  group 


with  local  chapters.  All  who  belong 
are  parents  who  have  lost  a  child  in 
death.  Some  of  these  children  were 
stillborn,  others  infants,  still  others 
in  their  late  teens. 

If  no  other  address  is  available, 
they  could  contact  Pastor  and  Mrs. 
Richard  Balster,  130  South  Elm 


Street,  Hinsdale,  IL  60521.  They 
are  founders  of  the  program. 

Henry 

Dear  Henry: 

Thanks  for  making  us  aware  of 
this  organization.  We  all  need  to 
keep  a  list  of  such  groups  so  when 
we,  or  someone  we  know,  is  in  need 


of  support,  we  will  know  how  to  help 
them  find  what  they  need. 

May  I  suggest  that  our  readers 
might  compile  and  keep  up  to  date  a 
list  of  organizations  and  support 
groups  available  in  their  area  and 
keep  it  in  the  church  library  for  ev¬ 
eryone  to  use  when  in  need. 


Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns: 


' Tumultuous '  hymn  fit  Wesleys'  early  situations 


Ye  servants  of  God.  your  Master 
proclaim. 

And  publish  abroad  his  wonderful 
name; 

The  name  all  victorious  of  Jesus 
extol: 

His  kingdom  is  glorious  and  rules 
over  all. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  hymn  by  Charles  Wesley  was 
published  in  1744  in  a  pamphlet  en¬ 
titled  “Hymns  for  Times  of  Trouble 
and  Persecution.”  The  section  in 
which  this  hymn  appeared  was  head¬ 
ed  “Hymns  to  Be  Sung  in  a  Tumult.” 


Although  both  John  and  Charles 
Wesley  were  ordained  ministers  in 
the  Church  of  England,  they  were 
forbidden  to  preach  in  the  churches 
because  of  their  enthusiasm  for  the 
gospel.  When  these  doors  were 
closed,  they  preached  to  small  reli¬ 
gious  societies. 

Samuel  Wesley,  their  father,  who 
had  served  as  minister  for  the  An¬ 
glican  parish  church  at  Epworth, 
died  in  1737. 

John  returned  to  the  village 
where  he  had  grown  up  but  found 
that  he  was  not  permitted  to  preach 


in  the  church  where  his  father  had 
served.  So  John  stood  on  his  fa¬ 
ther's  grave  in  the  churchyard  and 
preached  enthusiastically  to  the 
gathered  throng. 

Faced  with  growing  hostility,  John 
Wesley  decided  to  go  to  the  un¬ 
churched  wherever  he  could  find 
them.  On  Sunday,  April  1,  1739,  he 
preached  to  3,000  people  at  Bristol, 
England,  in  an  out-of-doors  meeting. 

This  method  proved  successful, 
and  throngs  came  to  hear  the  fer¬ 
vent  preaching  of  the  Wesleys. 
However,  open-air  meetings  attract¬ 


ed  not  only  many  interested  listen¬ 
ers  but  also  untuly  gangs.  Rocks, 
sticks,  bricks  and  curses  were 
hurled  at  these  who  dared  to  preach 
in  open  places. 

tharles  Wesley  wrote  several 
hymns  to  be  sung  in  difficult  times. 

“Ye  servants  of  God,”  based  on 
Rev.  7:9-12,  was  one.  One  stanza 
omitted  in  our  hymnals  urges  be¬ 
lievers  to  stand  firm  in  the  faith. 

Men,  devils  engage,  the  billows 
arise. 

And  horribly  rage,  and  threaten 
the  skies: 


Their  fury  shall  never  our  stead-  ’ 
fastness  shock;  •' 

The  weakest  believer  is  built  on  a 
Rock. 

Here  is  strong  Wesleyan  courage 
that  resulted  in  the  survival  of  these  .. 
two  brothers  and  their  followers,  . 
who  were  called  fanatics,  and  who 
dared  to  bring  spiritual  awakening 
in  the  18th  century.  The  indelible  > 
mark  of  the  Wesleys  stands  today  as 
witness  to  their  unswerving  zeal .... 
and  faith. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" fust  As  I  am.  Without  One  Plea" 


I 
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Peoples  Community  Center 


2019  Simon  Bolivar  Ave.  -New  Orleans,  La.  70113 


Peoples  United  Methodist 
Community  Center  came  into 
existence  in  1918,  when  a  group 
of  enterprising  persons  from  Peo¬ 
ples  United  Methodist  Church 
began  a  program  to  train  young 
men  and  women  in  a  program 
designed  to  develop  their  skills  as 
waiters,  housekeepers,  maids, 
and  chauffers,  etc. 

It  soon  became  evident  that 
these  young  people  needed  some 
form  of  child  care  and  thus  the 
program  was  instituted.  As  the 
program  was  played  out.  Peoples 
United  Methodist  Community 
Center  came  into  existence  fo¬ 
cusing  on  child  care.  The  Center 
was  chartered  in  1945. 

Rev.  Guy  E.  West  Jr„  Executive 
Director  of  the  Center,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  September.  1987,  and 
still  continues  in  that  capacity. 

Peoples  Center  now  uses  the 
Learning  Center  concept  which 
allows  children  to  explore  their 
environment  inside  and  out  and 
encourages  them  to  ask  Questions. 

A  qualified  staff  cares  for  and 
educates  our  children.  We  be¬ 
lieve  in  working  with  the  “total 
child,”  and  so  we  must  become 
involved  with  their  families.  We 
try  to  stimulate  our  children 
emotionally,  physically,  socially, 
mentally,  and  spiritually. 

The  children  we  serve  are  from 
ages  0-1 3. 

Since  the  Mental  Health  Clin¬ 
ics  only  service  persons  who  are 
chronically  ill,  we  have  a  Thera¬ 
peutic  Ministry  which  includes  a 
number  of  programmatic  activi¬ 
ties.  These  activities  include  a 
mix  of  treatment  interaction, 
counseling  and  spiritual  impow- 
erment.  Spiritual  impowerment 
is  a  process  which  we  believe  plays 
a  significant  role  in  the  healing 
powers  of  any  psychosocial,  psycho¬ 
logical,  or  psychiatric  illness. 

The  program  is  designed  to 
neutralize  the  effects  of  drug 
pushers  and  peer  pressure  that 
influences  the  children  in  our 
community.  We  make  referrals 
for  treatment  of  children  who  are 
substance  abusers  and  we  also 
counsel  their  parents.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  staffed  by  two  persons 
certified  in  Mental  Health. 

An  innovative  program  which 
will  be  on-going  is  our  Academic 
Recreational  camp.  Inner  city 
children  are  kept  from  the  time 
school  closes  in  the  summer  until 
school  reopens  in  the  fall. 

We  serve  children  from  ages  5 
through  1 3.  Last  year  25  indigent 
children  participated  in  our  sum¬ 
mer  camp  because  of  an  endow¬ 
ment  to  Peoples.  The  average  atten¬ 
dance  reflected  60  children  daily. 

The  highest  fee  was  $20.00  per 
week  with  some  children  paying 
as  low  as  $  1 0.00  per  week. 

The  children  were  tutored  for 
three  hours  daily  in  the  basic 
subjects  which  included  reading 
comprehension,  arithmetic/math 
and  writing. 

In  the  afternoon  our  children 
participate  in  arts  and  craft  ac¬ 
tivities,  group  singing,  take  dra¬ 
ma  classes,  as  well  as  guitar  and 


piano  lessons. 

Later  on  in  the  evening  when  it 
is  cooler,  our  children  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  develop  their  large 
muscles  through  such  activities 
as  softball,  kickball,  basketball, 
ping-pong,  volleyball,  etc.  The 
children  also  receive  swimming 
lessons  once  a  week. 

Educational  field  trips  are 
planned  by  our  camp  director 
and  teacher.  Last  year  the  chil¬ 
dren  visited  the  Audubon  Zoo, 
City  Park,  Children’s  Museum, 
Moonwalk  in  the  French  Quar¬ 
ter,  skating  rink,  Water  World 
and  a  trip  to  Movie  World  in  Bi¬ 
loxi,  Mississippi.  The  trip  to  Bi¬ 
loxi  was  an  unforgettable 
experience  for  most  of  our  chil¬ 
dren  because  they  had  never  seen 
a  seashore  with  white  sand  nor 
had  they  ever  left  the  state  of 
Louisiana.  The  rural  camp-out 
for  one  (1)  night  and  two  (2)  days 
also  proved  to  be  fascinating  to 
our  inner  city  children  who  had 
never  visited  the  country  before. 

Peoples  is  located  in  an  eco¬ 
nomically  depressed  area  and  is 
predominantly  black.  The  medi¬ 
an  family  income  falls  below  the 
poverty  guidelines  established  by 
the  Federal  Government. 

Peoples  is  a  bright  light  for 
most  of  the  people  living  in  the 
area.  There  would  be  no  summer 
camp,  affordable  day  care,  Thera¬ 
peutic  Ministry,  or  Latchkey  pro¬ 
gram  if  it  were  not  for  Peoples. 

Peoples  is  a  United  Way  Agen¬ 
cy  and  receives  $32,000  per  year 
to  help  subsidize  our  program. 
Twenty-five  inner  city  children 
will  not  be  able  to  attend  summer 
camp  because  of  their  parent’s  fi¬ 
nances. 

Their  minds  will  become  wast¬ 
ed  as  they  sit  around  their  TV 
sets.  They  will  not  be  challenged 
educationally  nor  will  they  bene¬ 
fit  from  the  other  programs  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  camp. 

Peoples  is  in  dire  need  of  help 
in  order  to  be  able  to  continue 
serving  the  Central  City  area.  We 
are  hoping  to  receive  help  from 
churches,  individuals  and  groups. 

The  future  of  our  city  is  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  development  of  the 
minds  of  all  of  our  children. 

The  Tutorial/Latchkey  pro¬ 
gram  is  specifically  designed  to 
provide  tutorial  assistance  to 
those  children  in  Central  City 
who  are  in  need  of  academic 
strengthening,  cultural  enrich¬ 
ment,  and  structured  recreation. 
In  doing  so,  the  Central  City  chil¬ 
dren  are  provided  a  constructive 
supervised  alternative  to  the  streets 
in  a  community  that  has  been  tar¬ 
geted  as  having  a  high  crime  rate 
and  great  accessibility  to  drugs. 

This  program  serves  21  chil¬ 
dren,  5  to  13  years  of  age  from  3- 
6  p.m.  daily.  Tutoring  occurs  in 
Mathematics,  Reading  Compre¬ 
hension  and  Language  Arts.  Par¬ 
ticipants  in  this  program  showed 
great  academic  gains  in  90%  of 
the  cases,  as  well  as  marked  im¬ 
provement  in  attitudes,  charac¬ 
ter,  and  responsibility  over  an 
initial  six  month  period. 
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The  Church 
is  Essential  to 

Clergy  and  Laity 


Editor’s  Note:  For  the  next  few  months,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited  vari¬ 
ous  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  that  is  usually  reserved  for 
the  Bishop. 

The  church  has  been  my  life.  At  the  altar  of  the  church  I  was  bap¬ 
tized  and  married.  In  the  sanctuary  of  the  church  I  was  given  an  appre¬ 
ciation  of  worship  and  taught  the  meaning  of  Sacrament  especially 
that  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  In  the  church  school  I  was  nurtured  and 
loved.  Without  the  help  of  the  church  I  would  not  have  received  an  edu¬ 
cation.  When  my  mother  died  and  later,  my  father,  it  was  the  church 
that  brought  me  comfort,  that  gave  me  strength  to  carry  on.  Through 
the  church  I  have  been  entrusted  with  the  sacred  responsibility  of 
preaching  the  Word,  administering  the  Sacraments,  performing  the 
multiplicity  of  tasks  that  are  thrust  upon  every  pastor.  And  through  the 
church  I  have  been  encouraged  to  pursue  my  love  of  God’s  great  out-of- 
doors.  So  happily,  camping  and  canoeing  have  always  been  an  integral 
part  of  my  ministry.  I  could  go  on  . . .  but  suffice  it  to  say,  all  I  have 
that  is  meaningful  has  come  to  me  through  the  work  and  witness  of  the 
church. 

Chances  are,  your  story  is  not  really  much  different.  All  of  us  —  laity 
and  clergy  alike  —  owe  the  church  an  unpayable  debt  of  gratitude. 

Yet,  we  are  living  in  a  day  when  the  church  is  under  attack,  when  the 
church’s  membership  is  dwindling.  It  is  a  time  when,  more  than  ever, 
we  need  to  reflect  upon  our  past,  to  count  the  many  blessings  showered 
upon  us  by  the  church.  Memory  is  a  valuable  asset  —  provided  we  do  not 
dwell  there  too  long.  But  when  used  as  a  stimulus  to  creative  move¬ 
ment,  memory  becomes  a  priceless  tool.  It  can,  as  nothing  else,  moti¬ 
vate  us  to  Sacrificial  Service. 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Oden,  in  their  first  year  of  episcopal 
leadership,  have  challenged  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  rise  up 
and  do  battle,  to  take  an  offensive  stance  in  solving  its  problems,  to  ex¬ 
ercise  a  fresh  encounter  with  the  enemy  —  which,  more  often  than  not, 
is  ourselves.  I  rejoice  in  this  episcopal  initiative  and  pray  daily  that 
United  Methodists  all  across  this  great  state  will  respond  to  their  clari- 
on  call. 

The  Vietnam  War  was  devastating.  In  the  hospital  men  knew  a  criti¬ 
cal  offensive  was  planned.  One  soldier  saw  that  the  doctor  had  placed  a 
sign  over  his  bed,  “Too  ill  to  fight.”  The  soldier  pleaded  with  his  super¬ 
visors:  “Let  me  out;  one  blast  on  the  trumpets  and  I  will  be  ready  to 
go.” 

Well,  today  the  trumpets  of  God  are  blowing.  Put  on  the  armor  of 
God  and  take  the  initiative;  get  on  the  offensive  and  fight  for  the  up¬ 
building  of  the  church!  There  are  too  few  soldiers  in  the  frontline,  too 
many  spectators  in  the  grandstand.  Blit  in  God’s  army  every  Christian 

_ irrespective  of  age,  sex  or  race  —  is,  or  should  be,  on  active  duty. 

There  is  work  to  be  done;  there  are  classes  to  be  taught,  testimonies  to 
be  given,  souls  to  be  won.  Your  active  participation  can  make  a  signifi¬ 
cant  difference! 

Future  generations  will  look  at  us  just  as  we  have  looked  at  those 
who  were  our  teachers  and  mentors.  Happily,  we  celebrate  a  noble  past. 
Will  our  children  and  grandchildren  be  so  fortunate?  Then  let  us  com¬ 
mit  ourselves  afresh  to  BE  the  church.  Let  us  resolve  to  visibly  express 
our  gratitude  by  becoming  more  and  more  involved  in  the  community  of 
faith  —  remembering  always  that  we  can  never  outgive  God. 

Thanks  for  allowing  me  to  be  a  part  of  a  great  church! 

Woodrow  W.  Smith 
District  Superintendent, 
Lake  Charles  District 


■Around  the  Conference 


Endowment  Established  Through  Foundation 


"One  of  the  consistent  needs  in  the 
world  since  the  time  of  man  has 
been  FOOD.  Reba  and  /  always  fell 
this  problem  could  not  be  solved  by 
lining  up  hungry  people  and  giving 
them  a  'handout.'  It  can  only  be 
solved  by  helping  people  to  learn 
how  to  produce  their  own  food.  The 
Louisiana  Methodist  World  Hunger 
Scholarship  is  dedicated  to  that,  and 
that  is  the  reason  we  have  supported 
this  program  in  the  past.  /  know 
Reba  would  be  very  pleased,  that  a 
student  from  India,  who  has  dedicat¬ 
ed  his  life  to  helping  his  countrymen 
have  adequate  food,  is  learning  to  do 
a  belter  job  and  is  there  because  of 
the  funds  from  her  scholarship.  ” 

Joel  P.  Ory 

In  1988  Joel  P.  Ory  of  Baton 
Rouge,  and  a  member  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  established  a 
scholarship  endowment  in  memory 


of  his  late  wife,  Reba  Ory,  by  the 
help  of  the  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  of  Louisiana.  The  money  is 
invested  into  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  and  income  from  the 
investment  will  go  to  fund  the 
scholarship  in  perpetuity,  meaning 
it  will  continue  indefinitely.  “I 
know  the  Ory  family  will  follow  this 
through  the  years  to  see  that  the  en¬ 
dowment  continues  to  meet  its  re¬ 
quired  financing,”  said  Dr.  John 
Ory,  Mr.  Ory’s  son.  Currently,  the 
fund  contains  approximately 
$40,000  and  is  planned  to  contain 
$100,000.  It  has  been  named  the 
Reba  Ory  World  Hunger  Scholar¬ 
ship. 

According  to  Mr.  Ory,  the  schol¬ 
arship  is  awarded  to  one  recipient 
at  a  time  and  is  not  limited  to  LSU 
or  other  Louisiana  college  students. 

In  order  to  receive  the  scholar¬ 


ship,  however,  several  requirements 
must  be  met.  The  student  must  al¬ 
ready  have  obtained  a  Master’s  de¬ 
gree  and  currently  employed  in  his/ 
her  own  country.  The  type  of  study 
one  chooses  must  pertain  to  the 
food  chain.  In  addition,  the  student 
must  agree  to  return  home  to  the 
job  once  held  following  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  his/her  coursework  and  placed 
in  a  position  where  he/she  can  utilize 
the  knowledge  obtained  in  his/her 
doctorate  work. 

“It  is  important  that  the  knowl¬ 
edge  gathered  here  be  utilized  in 
his/her  own  country,"  said  Mr.  Ory. 

Although  centered  at  Louisiana 
State  University  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana  Methdtiist  World  Hunger 
Scholarship,  also  known  as  FISH 
(For  Indigenous  Self  Help),  is  defi¬ 
nitely  international  in  scope  and 
purpose  The  scholarship  is  awarded 


to  highly  qualified  scientist/students 
from  a  variety  of  countries  which 
are  deficient  in  food  production  or 
nutrition.  They  are  committed, 
upon  graduation,  to  return  home 
and  work  toward  the  elimination  of 
hunger.  What  each  student  learns  is 
far  more  than  temporary  relief  for 
the  people  in  his/her  country. 

L.M.W.  Hunger  Scholarship 
(FISH)  is  a  substantive  program  for 
the  long-term  fight  against  world 
hunger.  Additional  information  can 
be  obtained  by  contacting  Dr. 
William  H.  Patrick  Jr.,  Director. 
Dr.  Patrick  is  located  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Marine  Sciences  on  the 
LSU  campus. 

"Give  a  man  a  fish  and  he  eats  for 
a  day. 

Teach  a  man  to  fish  and  he  eats 
for  life. " 


Shown  looking  on  as  Mr.  Ory  signs  the  scholarship  contract  are  I. 
to  r.,  Luther  Jordan  Jr.,  Trustee,  United  Methodist  Foundation,  Pat¬ 
sy  Barnes,  Director  of  Development  for  the  Foundation,  and  Dr. 
James  J.Taraway,  Executive  Direttor'of  Administration/Treasurer 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


Shown  pictured  are  I.  to  r..  Dr.  John  J.  Ory,  Chinmay  Chatterjee,  the  first 
recipient  of  the  new  scholarship,  and  Mr.  Ory. 

Music  Scholarships 


Persons — Churches — Events Now  Being  Offered 
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FUN  AND  FELLOWSHIP  —  A  cast  of  college  and  young  adult 
members  at  First  UMC  in  Monroe  performed  the  musical  “Joseph 
and  the  Amazing  Technicolor  Dreamcoat."  They  gave  three  perfor¬ 
mances  of  this  fun,  upbeat  musical.  Members  of  the  church  made 
the  backdrops  and  costumes.  The  Children's  Choirs  and  Chancel 
Choir  also  performed.  A  stage  was  built  through  many  donations 
and  a  lot  of  hard  work.  Pictured  above  is  the  cast  with  directors 
Alan  Clark  and  Kay  Olson.  Dr.  William  C.  Blakely  is  pastor. 


First  UMC,  Gueydan  will  con¬ 
duct  Vacation  Bible  School  this 
summer  the  week  of  July  24 
through  28,  from  8:45  a.m.  to  1 1:45 
a.m.  each  morning.  There  will  be 
classes  for  children  4-5  years  of  age; 
first-second  graders;  third-fourth 
graders;  and  fifth-sixth  graders.  On 
Friday  the  28,  the  children  will  go 
to  the  park  for  a  picnic  lunch.  At  7 
p.m.  that  same  evening,  there  will 
be  a  service  showing  what  the  chil¬ 
dren  have  learned  during  the  week. 
This  is  to  be  a  wonderful  week  filled 
with  activities  while  the  children 
learn  about  God  and  the  Bible.  This 
year’s  theme  is  on  the  Bible  — 
God’s  Word.  Rev.  Elswood  J.  Mar¬ 
tin  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Grace  UMC  in  Ruston  will  spon¬ 
sor  its  Talent/No  Talent  Night  on 
Sunday,  July  23.  At  6  p.m.  everyone 
will  gather  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
for  an  evening  of  fun  and  fellowship 
as  Grace  members  share  their  tal¬ 
ents.  All  other  evening  activities 
that  night  will  be  cancelled  so  ev¬ 
eryone  can  attend  the  special  family 
night.  Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  * 

The  1989  Summer  Cooperative 
Vacation  Bible  School  will  be  held 
at  Rayville  UMC  Monday,  July  24 
through  the  28,  from  8:30  a.m.  to 
1 1:30  a.m.  Studies  this  year  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  the  theme  “The  Bible:  The 
Book  of  God’s  People.”  Churches 
participating  in  this  event  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  Rayville  are:  St.  David’s 
Episcopal,  Sacred  Heart  Catholic 
and  Presbyterian.  This  year  Ray¬ 
ville  will  be  in  charge  with  Patricia 
Bonnett.  leader.  Rev.  Frank  M. 
Jones  is  pastor  of  Rayville. 


Sunday  School  classes  are  currently 
viewing  this  series  during  the 
month  of  July  and  will  continue 
into  August.  Continuing  this  sum¬ 
mer's  Methodism  program.  Dr. 
Larry  Maddin  will  speak  July  30  to 
the  adult  Sunday  School  classes  on 
“History  and  Changes  in  Method¬ 
ism  —  From  the  Break  with  the 
Church  of  England  to  the  Start  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  the  U.S.” 
Rev.  J.  Lawrence  Maddin  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Denise  Onetta  Ruth  Hygh  has  re¬ 
cently  been  named  eligible  for 
Commissioning  as  a  missionary  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Den¬ 
ise  will  be  commissioned  August 
10,  1989  at  6  p.m.  at  the  Colby 
Chapel,  Andover  Newton  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Boston,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Denise  is  a  member  of 
Bethany  UMC  in  New  Orleans. 
Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  is  pastor. 


Mrs.  Marjorie  Whalen,  Operation 
Upgrade  Trainer  Supervisor,  re¬ 
cently  conducted  a  Literacy  Train¬ 
ing  Workshop  at  Asbury  UMC  in 
Natchitoches.  This  workshop  was 
held  for  interested  persons  who 
wanted  to  become  certified  as  Lau- 
bach  Tutors.  It  was  coordinated  by 
the  Natchitoches  Parish  Adult  Edu¬ 
cation  Program,  Inc.,  with  the  State 
Department  of  Education.  This 
workshop  was  one  of  five  Literacy 
Training  Workshops  that  are  cur¬ 
rently  being  conducted  throughout 
Louisiana  by  Project  Upgrade  of 
Baton  Rouge.  The  Laubach  Method 
has  proven  to  be  successful  with 
high  school  dropouts,  as  well  as 
teaching  foreign  students  to  read. 
Rev.  James  A.  Graham  is  pastor. 


Four  Honor  Scholarships  in  mu¬ 
sic  are  now  being  offered  at  United 
Theological  Seminary  for  those  stu¬ 
dents  wishing  to  begin  graduate 
study  in  the  Fall  1989  class.  The 
one  year,  full  tuition  scholarship 
will  be  granted  to  a  soprano,  alto, 
tenor,  and  bass  who  demonstrate 
mature  faith,  outstanding  vocal  per¬ 
formance,  and  skills  in  public 
speaking.  Merit  and  need  will  be 
considered  in  making  the  selection. 
Those  exhibiting  an  ability  to  select 
and  choreograph  innovative  musi¬ 
cal  pieces  will  be  given  special  con¬ 
sideration. 

The  seminary  has,  as  a  part  of  its 
programs,  a  performing  group 
called  The  United  Sound,  which 
uses  music,  drama,  puppets,  and 
dance  to  convey  the  Christian  wit¬ 
ness.  Winners  of  the  scholarships 
will  participate  in  this  group  and 
will  also  travel  as  a  small  ensemble. 

Leonard  I.  Sweet,  President  of 
United  Theological  Seminary,  ex¬ 
plains  that  the  seminary  has  initiat¬ 
ed  -th  i  s  program  to  extend  Us 
commitment  of  providing  training 
for  the  use  of  the  arts  in  ministry. 


“It  is  an  earnest  of  greater  things  to 
come,”  Sweet  portends. 

Those  wishing  to  apply  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  submit  an  audiocas¬ 
sette  or  reel-to-reel  tape  to  United 
Theological  Seminary,  1810  Har¬ 
vard  Boulevard,  Dayton,  Ohio 
45406.  Applicants  also  need  to  sub¬ 
mit  an  application  form  which  can 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  semi¬ 
nary  or  by  calling  1-800-322-5817 
(outside  Ohio)  and  1-800-686-4673 
(in  Ohio).  All  application  materials 
must  be  postmarked  by  Monday, 
July  31. 

United  Theological  Seminary  is  a 
graduate  professional  school  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The 
seminary  offers  four  degrees  at  the 
master’s  level:  Master  of  Divinity, 
Master  of  Arts  in  Religious  Educa¬ 
tion,  Master  of  Arts  in  Theological 
Studies,  and  Master  of  Arts  in  Reli¬ 
gious  Communication.  United  also 
offers  the  Doctor  of  Ministry,  a  pro¬ 
fessional  post-graduate  degree,  and 
a  Continuing  Education  program 
for  pastors.  Fall  classes  begin  on 
August  21,  1989  for  most  degree 
programs. 


Pastors  for  Peace  Caravan 
Coming  to  Baton  Rouge 


Attention  Pastors 


“What’s  it  all  About,”  an  inter¬ 
pretation  of  Christian  Stewardship 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference,  is 
available  free  of  charge  from  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries 


office  in  limited  quantities.  This 
will  be  a  helpful  resource  in  pro¬ 
moting  your  1989  financial  cam¬ 
paign. 


For  the  month  of  June,  the  “Cor¬ 
nerstone”  and  “Life  Meets  the  Bi¬ 
ble”  classes  of  St.  Timothy  on  the 
Northshore  UMC  in  Mandeville 
met  together  several  times  for  Sun¬ 
day  School  with  informative  group 
discussions  focusing  on  such  topics 
as  gambling  and  family  issues.  The 
adult  Sunday  School  classes  plan  to 
meet  together  for  group  viewing 
and  discussions  pertaining  to  James 
Dobson’s  video  series  “Turn  Your 
Heart  Towards  Home.”  The  adult 


On  Sunday,  June  25,  First  Street 
UMC  in  New  Orleans  was  selected 
by  a  European  Family  for  the  bap¬ 
tism  of  their  baby  daughter.  The 
Anders  Hallin  Family  from  Lon¬ 
don,  England  are  currently  visiting 
the  United  States  and  decided  to 
hold  the  baptism  of  their  daughter. 
Alice,  at  First  Street  because  it’s  an 
historic  landmark.  Rev.  Abraham 
E.  Davis,  pastor,  members  said  they 
are  very  pleased.  She  is  the  first 
white  European  to  have  been  bap¬ 
tized  in  an  historic  all  black  Meth¬ 
odist  church. 


The  Pastors  for  Peace  Caravan  to 
Nicaragua  is  scheduled  to  arrive  in 
Baton  Rouge  at  University  United 
Methodist  Church  July  24.  United 
Methodists  are  encouraged  to  at¬ 
tend  the  7:30  p.m.  gathering  and 
learn  of  participants’  experiences 
and  plans. 

After  successfully  delivering  a 
convoy  of  19  vehicles  to  Nicaragua 
last  Christmas  Eve,  The  Interreli¬ 
gious  Foundation  for  Community 
Organization  organized  this  second 
caravan  which  has  four  objectives: 
1)  to  deliver  material  aid  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Nicaragua  whose  homes  and 
industries  on  the  Atlantic  coast  were 
destroyed  by  the  last  hurricane;  2)  to 
send  a  message  of  peace  and  friend¬ 
ship  to  these  people;  3)  to  educate 
North  Americans  about  the  reality 
in  Nicaragua;  and  4)  to  speak  to  our 
government  in  favor  of  normalized 
relations  with  Nicaragua. 

Caravan  vehicles  departed  from 
five  U.S.  cities  July  16,  and  are  to 
stop  in  approximately  100  cities 
along  five  different  routes.  They  are 


scheduled  to  meet  in  Texas  July  27 
and  hope  to  arrive  in  Nicaragua  Au¬ 
gust  11.  Material  aid  will  be 
brought  for  projects  the  Nicara¬ 
guans  requested:  materials  to  con¬ 
struct  a  wood  kiln,  an  ice-making 
plant,  a  woodbuming  shop,  and  a 
fish-drying  facility. 

The  Rev.  Schuyler  Rhodes  from 
New  York,  who  joined  the  caravan 
last  year  and  is  participating  again 
this  year  wrote:  “In  the  midst  of  so 
much  need,  what  good  can  one  con¬ 
voy  do?  The  answer  must  arise 
from  a  conviction  that  does  not 
count  effectiveness,  but  rather 
faithfulness,  as  the  measure  . . .  Our 
success  as  people  of  faith  rests  in  a 
joyous  struggle  that  lasts  a  lifetime, 
a  struggle  to  be  faithful.  For  all  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith  the  time  is  always  ripe 
to  do  right,  to  work  for  peace  and 
friendship  with  all  children  of 
God.” 

During  the  7:30  to  9  p.m.  event. 
Members  of  Bienville  House  Center 
for  Peace  and  Justice  will  serve  des¬ 
sert  and  coffee. 


Faith  forum 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


IULY21,  1989 


Editorials  ===== 

A  redemptive  opportunity 


The  recent  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
ruling  on  abortion  seems  unlikely  to 
lessen  differences  among  Christians 
about  abortion  (see  UMR,  July  14). 

The  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  a  prom¬ 
inent  United  Methodist  ethicist,  right¬ 
ly  observes  that  “confusion”  likely 
will  be  the  primary  result  of  the 
court’s  decision  to  permit  states  to 
place  tighter  limits  on  abortions. 

That,  Dr.  Nelson  said,  is  because 
state  legislators  face  the  near-impossi¬ 
ble  task  of  drafting  good  laws  for  deal¬ 
ing  with  complex  moral  decisions. 

Questions  likely  to  be  debated  in 
legislatures  across  the  land  include: 

■  Is  a  zygote  (fertilized  egg)  a  hu¬ 
man  being  from  conception? 

■  Or  does  a  fetus  acquire  human¬ 
ity — and  rights  as  a  human — dur¬ 
ing  its  development  in  the  womb? 

■  What  rights  do  women  have  to 
control  their  own  bodies? 

■  Should  public  moneys  be  used 
to  pay  for  some  abortions?  If  so,  un¬ 
der  what  conditions? 

■  Who  may  decide  when,  or  if, 
an  abortion  is  permissible? 

Christians  are  in  the  leadership  of 
both  those  who  are  most  bitterly  op¬ 
posed  to  abortion  and  those  who  in¬ 
sist  that  abortion  may  at  times  be 
morally  preferable  to  its  alternatives. 

Consequently,  the  likely  move¬ 
ment  of  the  Supreme  Court’s  recent 
ruling  into  local  politics  creates  the 
danger  of  destructive  new  divisions 
in  the  body  of  Christ.  But  it  also  of¬ 
fers  us  as  Christian  citizens  a  re- 


UM  abortion  stance 

"The  beginning  of  life  and  the  ending 
of  life  are  the  God-given  boundaries  of 
human  existence.  While  individuals 
have  always  had  some  degree  of  con¬ 
trol  over  when  they  would  die,  they 
now  have  the  awesome  power  to  deter¬ 
mine  when  and  even  whether  new  indi¬ 
viduals  will  be  born. 

"Our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  unborn 
human  life  makes  us  reluctant  to  ap¬ 
prove  abortion.  But  we  are  equally 
bound  to  respect  the  sacredness  of  the 
life  and  well-being  of  the  mother,  for 
whom  devastating  damage  may  result 
from  an  unacceptable  pregnancy. 

"In  continuity  with  past  Christian 
teaching,  we  recognize  tragic  conflicts 
of  life  with  life  that  may  justify  abortion 
and  in  such  case  support  the  legal  op¬ 
tion  of  abortion  under  proper  medical 
procedures.  We  cannot  affirm  abortion 
as  an  acceptable  means  of  birth  control, 
and  we  unconditionally  reject  it  as  a 
means  of  gender  selection. 

"We  call  all  Christians  to  a  searching 
and  prayerful  inquiry  into  the  sorts  of 
conditions  that  may  warrant  abortion. 
Governmental  laws  and  regulations  do 
not  provide  all  the  guidance  required 
by  the  informed  Christian  conscience. 

"Therefore,  a  decision  concerning 
abortion  should  be  made  only  after 
thoughtful  and  prayerful  consideration 
by  the  parties  involved,  with  medical, 
pastoral  and  other  appropriate  counsel." 

— Book  of  Discipline,  Paragraph  71  g 


demptive  opportunity:  to  model  for 
society  how  to  deal  constructively 
with  such  a  divisive  issue. 


How  should  we  discuss  abortion? 


How  should  local  congregations 
promote  the  constructive  discussion 
about  abortion  that  needs  to  occur  in 
the  public  arena  (see  preceding  edito¬ 
rial)?  Following  are  some  guidelines: 

/  View  the  issue  as  an  interlock¬ 
ing  set  of  complex  questions  such  as 
those  listed  above — and  not  merely  a 
matter  of  being  “for”  or  “against” 
one  position  or  another.  That  en¬ 
sures  the  widest  possible  range  of 
religious  values  will  be  addressed 
and  enhances  chances  of  achieving 
abroad-based  consensus. 

■f  Study  the  church’s  moral  teach¬ 
ings  regarding  abortion.  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  “Social  Princi¬ 
ples”  offer  a  rigorous,  compassionate 
standard  that  capitulates  neither  to  a 
promiscuous  “abortion  on  demand” 
stance  nor  to  an  inflexible,  “never  un¬ 
der  any  condition”  stance  (see  below). 
•S  Refrain  from  characterizing 


those  involved  in  the  discussion  with 
simplistic  and  polarizing  terms  such 
as  “pro-choice”  and  “pro-life.”  The 
former  tend  not  to  be  “anti-life,” 
and  the  latter  tend  not  to  be  “anti¬ 
choice”  within  responsible  limits. 

✓  Acknowledge  that  abortion 
poses  some  of  the  most  perplexing 
questions  to  face  the  human  mind 
and  spirit  in  our  time.  Contrary  to 
the  claims  of  some,  the  Scriptures 
do  not  give  direct,  definitive  guid¬ 
ance  for  dealing  with  this  issue.  At 
best,  all  of  us  see  only  “in  a  mirror 
dimly”  what  God  would  have  us  do. 

It  is  unrealistic  to  expect  that  per¬ 
fect  laws  can  be  written  to  govern  a 
situation  in  which  no  underlying  gen¬ 
eral  agreement  exists  about  what  is 
“right”  and  what  is  “wrong.” 

We,  as  Christians,  would  do  well  to 
remember  that  and  not  declare  ours 
to  be  “the  only  Christian  views.” 


What  do  you  think? 


Should  pastors  'pay'?  Yes,  no,  maybe 


Should  pastors  pay  if  their  congregations  don't?  Readers  give 
mixed  responses  to  a  church  law  that  permits  conferences  to 
withhold  part  of  pastors'  salaries  if  churches  don't  pay  pension 
apportionments. 


The  Reporter  recently  invited 
readers  to  comment  on  a  church 
law  that  allows  conferences  to 
withhold  a  portion  of  pastors’ 
salaries  and  pensions  when  their 
congregations  don’t  pay  pension 
and  benefit  apportionments  (see 
UMR,  June  30). 

We  asked:  Do  you  think  your 
pastor  should  “pay”  if  your  con¬ 
gregation  can’t  or  won’t  pay  its 
apportionments  in  full?  Why  or 
why  not? 

Here’s  a  sampling  of  responses: 

A  congregation  that  calls  itself 
United  Methodist  has  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  be  a  part  of  the  connec- 
tional  system,  and  part  of  that 
connectionalism  is  paying  appor¬ 
tionments. 

The  individual  who  serves  as 
pastor  has  a  duty  to  help  his  flock 
understand  the  privilege  of  serv¬ 
ing  Christ  by  paying  apportion¬ 
ments.  If  he  misses  the  mark  in 
this  responsibility,  then  it  is  my 
firm  belief  that  the  100-year-old 
church  law  in  Discipline  Para¬ 
graph  737.4  should  be  enforced. 

There  is  no  church,  large  or 
small,  in  the  United  States  that 
can  justify  anything  it  does  for  it¬ 
self  in  its  building  or  on  its 
grounds  when  it  has  failed  to  pay 
its  share  of  the  United  Methodist 
connectional  apportionments. 

Johnie  Harris-Schmitt 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas 

I  am  deeply  distressed,  though 
not  surprised,  at  the  suggestion 
of  enforcing  a  100-year-old 
“law”  because  of  sagging  contri¬ 
butions  from  churches  for  appor¬ 
tionments. 

The  needs  of  the  people  aren’t 
being  met  by  guidance  at  the  con- 
j  ference  level,  and  the  hierarchy 
of  the  church  isn’t  responsive  to 
these  needs. 

Somehow,  somewhere,  by 
God,  the  Council  of  Bishops 
should  realize  that  the  general 
membership  is  objecting  very 
sincerely  to  recent  leftist  and  dic¬ 
tatorial  methods  of  our  church. 

Bob  Anthony 
Westlake,  Ohio 

If  a  church  can’t  pay  its  appor¬ 
tionments,  the  conference  should 
help  it  look  carefully  at  its  situa¬ 


tion.  Perhaps  it  needs  help  as  a 
mission  congregation. 

If  a  church  won’t  pay  its  appor¬ 
tionments,  the  conference  should 
look  at  the  situation  carefully. 
Perhaps  it’s  no  longer  a  United 
Methodist  church. 

In  either  event  the  pastor 
shouldn’t  be  penalized  by  having 
salary  and  pension  withheld.  How 
does  the  conference  expect  to 
hold  and  attract  new  ministers? 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.T.  Morris 
San  Diego,  California 

Why  should  the  pastor  be  pe¬ 
nalized?  How  about  starting  at 
the  top  level  of  administration  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
by  cutting  out  much  of  the  high- 
priced  administration  and  dubi¬ 
ous  programs? 

Let  us  face  reality.  Times  and 
people’s  attitudes  are  changing. 
They  don’t  want  some  faceless 
board  dictating  terms  on  which 
the  local  church  can  be  operated. 

Cut  out  expenses  at  the  top, 
and  allow  the  churches  to  in¬ 
crease  the  pastors’  salaries  so  we 


can  encourage  leaders  to  join  the 
ministry. 

Helen  H.  Bishop 
Queenstown,  Maryland 

Yes,  I  believe  pastors  should 
“pay”  if  their  congregations  can’t 
or  won’t  pay  their  apportion¬ 
ments  in  full.  The  pastor  is  the 
leader  of  the  congregation.  If  he 
or  she  wants  all  the  collection  to 
go  for  staff  salaries,  a  building 
program  or  something  else  to 
benefit  the  local  church  and  gives 
a  very  low  priority  to  paying 
their  apportionments,  the  appor¬ 
tionment  will  not  be  paid  in  full. 

Mildred  Twilla 
Lubbock,  Texas 

I’m  opposed  to  penalizing  the 
pastor’s  pension  because  his/her 
church  doesn’t  pay  its  apportion¬ 
ments. 

Why  should  the  pastor  assume 
this  responsibility?  Who  will 
want  to  go  to  a  struggling  church 
with  such  a  proviso?  Why  did 
General  Conference  come  up 
with  the  nominal  terminology  of 


everyone  “being  ministers”  if 
only  the  pastor  is  responsible? 

Paul  Daniell 
Kingman,  Arizona 

With  all  respect  and  humility, 
1  challenge  each  bishop  and  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  to  come 
before  your  conference,  district 
and  congregations  with  a  com¬ 
mitment  such  as  the  following: 

“Because  we  are  a  connection¬ 
al  church  and  work  together  as  a 
team,  I  will  allow  my  salary  and 
pension  to  be  penalized  propor¬ 
tionately  to  the  extent  that  any 
pastors  under  my  jurisdiction  are 
penalized  when  their  congrega¬ 
tion^)  cannot  pay  their  appor¬ 
tionments)  in  full,  provided  they 
have  demonstrated  a  faithful 
commitment  to  their  Disciplin¬ 
ary  duty  in  this  matter.” 

That,  of  course,  wouldn’t  apply 
if  a  church  or  pastor  chooses  not 
to  pay,  for  whatever  reason. 

Clark  Robb 
Dayton,  Oregon 

I’m  of  the  opinion  that  the 
conferences  should  change  the 
crosses  in  the  churches  to  a  dollar 
sign.  It’s  more  in  keeping  with 
the  priority  that  the  conferences 
seem  to  be  putting  on  the  minis¬ 
ters:  Get  the  apportionments, 
and  then  preach  to  the  member¬ 
ship. 

Betty  Meade 
Palisade,  Colorado 

I  don’t  think  the  pastor  should 
“pay”  if  the  congregation 
couldn’t  or  wouldn’t  pay  its  ap¬ 
portionments  in  full. 

That  would  bring  about  un¬ 
wanted  and  unnecessary  worry¬ 
ing  and  pressure  on  the  pastor. 
Ministers  can’t  afford  such  a 
drastic  financial  loss.  It  could 
create  only  greater  financial 
hardships  on  the  clergy  family. 

Tithing  isn’t  always  encour¬ 
aged  in  the  way  it  should  be. 
Many  seem  to  confuse  the  idea  of 
pledging  with  the  idea  of  tithing. 
There  can  be  a  tremendous  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  two.  I  do  be¬ 
lieve  laypeople  and  members  of 
the  clergy  would  give  more  if 
properly  and  prayerfully  moti¬ 
vated. 

J.  Thomas  Logan 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 


Letters  to  the  Editor: 


Bishop  doesn't  know  what  he's  talking  about 


Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York 
Area),  in  attacking  the  divisiveness  of 
the  Mission  Society  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  (see  UMR,  June  30),  speaks 
with  typical  blind  loyalty  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Bishop  White  should  be  grateful 
for  this  alternative,  though  unofficial, 
five-year-old  group.  Many  United 
Methodists  have  remained  in  the 
church  as  a  result  of  its  presence. 

If  the  membership  of  our  church 
were  adequately  informed  of  the 
scope  of  expenditures  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  a  grass-roots 
protest  would  erupt,  demanding 
program  and  fiscal  accountability. 

Most  United  Methodists  aren’t 
aware  of  the  litigious,  abrasive,  po¬ 
liticized  agenda  of  our  boards  and 
agencies.  The  dubious  boycotts, 
sanctions  and  lawsuits — perpetrated 
by  this  principal  mission  wing  of  the 
church — continue  ad  nauseam. 

I’m  thankful  for  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  for  United  Methodists,  and  for 
Jesus’  remark  to  the  “official”  disci¬ 
ple,  John,  in  Mark  9:40:  “Whoever 
is  not  against  us  is  for  us.” 

John  D.  McEachin 
Meridian,  Mississippi 


qkX.  Pontius'  Puddle 


WE  PASTORS  ENJOY 
THEOLOGICAL  CONFERENCES. 
WE  DEBATE  ROW  TRE 
BIBLE  SHOULD  BE  READ- 
SHOULD  PASSAGES  BE 
READ  AS  PROPREOy- 
POETRY-  LITERATURE— 
LAW  —  ALLEGORY— 
NARRATIVE  T 


THEN  WE  GrO  BACK  TO 

our  coNsnTuEsrrs 

AMD  TRY  TO  GrET 
THEfATO  READ  IT, 
AMY  WAY  AT  ALL  \ 


Attacks  disturb  me 

I’m  disturbed  by  attacks  on  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  by  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  It’s  becoming 
clear  to  me  from  articles  in  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  the  board  feels  that  if  it 
hasn’t  trained  the  missionaries, 
then  they  aren’t  qualified  to  do  the 
Lord’s  work  here  or  abroad. 

My  church  supports  the  board 
and  the  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists. 

Virgil  Maybray  from  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  came  to  our  church  three  years 
ago  and  gave  us  a  “vision  for  mis- 
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sions.”  He  never  encouraged  us  to 
“abandon”  anything,  as  Bishop  Dale 
White  indicates  (see  UMR,  June  30). 

But  we  were  encouraged  to  find 
out  from  both  agencies  exactly  what 
each  budget  was — how  much  of  our 
actual  mission  money  went  to  sup¬ 
port  the  missionary  and  how  much 
money  was  “needed”  for  office  ex¬ 
pense,  how  many  active  missionaries 
there  were  in  the  field  and  how  many 
were  trained  and  ready  to  be  sent. 

After  receiving  the  information 
from  both  agencies,  we  were  very 
disappointed  with  our  “official” 


mission  board’s  answers. 

Based  on  facts  given  by  both 
agencies,  we  heartily  support  the 
Mission  Society  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  because  of  what  it  is  doing 
with  our  mission  dollar,  not  be¬ 
cause  of  what  it  isn’t  doing. 

Shawn  Colleen  Severson 
Eaton,  Colorado 

Why  don't  we  speak  out? 

I’m  an  80-year-old,  fourth  genera¬ 
tion  Methodist.  My  Harrell  great- 
grandparents  (both  Methodists) 
were  contemporaries  of  John  and 
Charles  Wesley.  Interest  in  the  con¬ 
tinued  leadership  from  our  church 
is  deeply  ingrained  in  me. 

Where  are  the  pungent  exhorta¬ 
tions  of  our  great  church  leaders  of 
the  past?  Public  pronouncements 
from  our  pulpits  on  the  national 
and  international  mores  and  morals 
are  as  scarce  as  hens’  teeth. 

Although  Christianity  teaches  tol¬ 
erance  as  a  virtue,  I  don’t  believe 
Christ  meant  for  us  to  be  tolerant  to 
the  point  of  timidity  in  renouncing 
the  mass  sins  of  society. 

Did  the  early  Christian  martyrs 
die  in  vain? 

H.L.  Harrell  Sr. 

Ocala,  Florida 


Faithfully  yours —  - 

We  should  do  a  better  job 
celebrating  lives  of  saints 


Why  can’t  we  better  celebrate  the 
lives  of  saints  like  this? 

She  was  bom  Dec.  26,  1915, 
when  World  War  I 
was  in  its  infancy  I 
in  Europe.  Her  fa-  | 
ther  was  a  railroad 
agent  in  a  tiny 
West  Texas  town. 

Like  many  in 
that  time  and 
place,  she  was 
reared  a  Methodist. 

And  a  Methodist  she  died  recently  at 
age  73,  but  not  before  she  served  48 
years  as  church  organist  and  inestima¬ 
ble  hours  on  the  church’s  official 
board  and  various  committees. 

She  taught  school  for  46  years. 
Never  married.  Survivors  were 
cousins. 

Her  name’s  not  important  to  this 
account.  I  learned  about  her  only 


lohn  Lovelace 


because  a  dear  friend  of  hers  sent  a 
clipping  of  the  obituary  notice.  A 
handwritten  note  explained,  “I  just 
wanted  all  the  Methodists  who  may 
receive  the  Reporter  paper  to  know 
about  her.” 

Of  course  we  can’t  do  that.  To 
print  one  obituary  notice  would  be 
to  invite  requests  to  print  hundreds 
or  thousands  more. 

Nonetheless,  I  have  not  the  slight¬ 
est  doubt  that  she  was  the  kind  of 
person  for  whom  this  approbation 
was  intended: 

“Well  done,  thou  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  servant.” 

Our  faith  teaches  us  that  her  re¬ 
ward  is  in  heaven.  But  why  can’t 
we,  this  side  of  heaven,  better  cele¬ 
brate  the  lives  of  saints  like  this? 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  managing  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


What  others^ 
— are  saying 

“Religion  is  boring,  irrelevant  and 
a  killer  of  true  faith.  God,  on  the  oth¬ 
er  hand,  is  alive  and  wants  to  have  a 
personal  relationship  with  us  all.” 

— Commander  of  the  Coldstream 
Guards,  introducing  Billy  Graham  to 
the  700-member  regiment  that  helps 
guard  England’s  Buckingham  Palace. 

*  *  * 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Be  assured,  an  evil  person  will 
not  go  unpunished,  but  those  who 
are  righteous  will  be  delivered.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


“  ‘God’s  perspective’  leaves  no 
room  for  a  triage  mentality  that 
says  some  people  are  disposable,  ex¬ 
pendable.  Because  all  are  made  in 
the  image  of  God,  all  have  inherent 
worth  and  gifts  to  bring  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  We  have  no  right  to  waste 
the  potential  God  has  created.” 

— “Prepare,”  National  Impact  news¬ 
letter 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Psalms  8:3,4) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  23 

Monday:  Psalms  1 39: 1  - 1 2 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 39: 1 3-1 8 
Wednesday:  2  Kings  4:8-1 7 
Thursday:  Luke  10:29-37 
Friday:  Luke  10:38-42 
Saturday:  Colossians  1:21-23 
Sunday:  Colossians  1:24-29 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


.watch 
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Robert  Runcie 


PASTOR  BANNED:  A  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor,  Peter  Khristov,  has  been  banned  from 
preaching  for  life  by  the  Bulgarian  government. 
The  action  apparently  comes  because  of  his  re¬ 
fusal  to  accept  reassignment  from  Sofia  to  a  vil¬ 
lage  church,  according  to  News  Network 
International.  Mr.  Kristov’s  congregation  in  the 
Bulgarian  capital  is  a  well-known  international 
community  of  believers,  the  news  service  said. 
State  officials  reportedly  were  annoyed  at  the 
pastor  for  putting  loyalty  to  church  above  state. 

OLD  FAVORITES:  The  first  hymnal  of 

the  new  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.),  formed 
in  1985,  will  not  include  “Onward,  Christian 
Soldiers”  and  “Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic.” 
Rousing  military  imagery  was  the  reason,  said  a 
denominational  representative.  The  representa¬ 
tive  noted  that  in  a  series  of  open  meetings 
around  the  country,  Presbyterians  didn’t  fight 
for  retention  of  the  two  hymns  as  United  Meth¬ 
odists  did  a  few  years  earlier.  Both  hymns  are  in 
the  new  United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

FAITH  AND  FANATICS:  Preaching 

before  a  huge  congregation,  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  delivered  a 
N  strong  warning  against  a  re- 
iPh  \  surgent  religious  fundamen¬ 

talism.  Archbishop  Robert 
Runcie  said,  “When  you  get 
fanatics,  you  get  persecu¬ 
tion.  When  you  get  persecu¬ 
tion,  you  get  bloodshed.” 
He  denounced  Islamic  ex- 
tremism,  Jewish  extremism 
and  Christian  intolerance  in  Northern  Ireland. 
“I  want  faith  without  fanatics,”  he  said. 

CHINA  TEACHERS:  The  number  of 
Americans  going  to  teach  in  China  has  been  cut, 
said  the  Rev.  Franklin  Woo  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  The  Christian-inspired 
Amity  Foundation  of  China  reduced  its  foreign 
teacher  corps  from  85  to  50,  including  22  Amer¬ 
icans,  after  the  Chinese  army’s  quashed  pro-de¬ 
mocracy  demonstrations  in  Beijing  June  4.  The 
United  Methodist  teachers  include  Judith  and 
Andrew  Williamson  of  Milan,  Ill.,  who  will  be 
going  this  fall,  and  returnees  Martha  and  Frank 
Kuhlman  of  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 

PLAGIARISM  CHARGED:  a  Bap¬ 
tist  minister  from  Dallas  believes  he  has  found 
apparent  plagiarism  in  the 
1969  book,  “Why  I  Preach 
the  Bible  Is  Literally  True,” 
by  the  Rev.  W.A.  Criswell. 

The  Rev.  Gordon  James 
said  Dr.  Criswell,  pastor  of 
Dallas’  15,000-member 
First  Baptist  Church,  used 
material  from  a  1907  work, 

"Difficulties  and  Alleged  W.A.  Criswell 
Errors  and  Contradictions  in  the  Bible,”  by 
Reuben  Archer  Torrey,  a  Congregational  evan¬ 
gelist.  Dr.  Criswell  denied  the  charge. 

EQUAL  ACCESS:  The  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  has  agreed  to  hear  a  challenge  to  the  1 984 
Equal  Access  Act,  which  gives  student  religious 
clubs  the  same  right  to  meet  on  school  property 
as  other  non-academic,  extracurricular  groups. 
The  court  is  to  review  a  1985  Omaha,  Neb., 
case  in  which  a  high  school  principal  refused  to 
allow  several  students  to  form  a  Christian  Bible 
club  and  meet  on  campus. 

BUDDHIST  AUDIENCE:  Most  lis¬ 
teners  in  a  “Bible  Read  Along”  radio  program 
in  Burma  are  Buddhists 
said  Far  East  Broadcasting 
Co.  officials.  The  audience 
is  invited  to  listen  to  Scrip¬ 
ture  while  reading  along 
from  material  provided  by 
Far  East  Broadcasting.  Bur¬ 
mese  Buddhists  consider  it 
offensive  to  read  sacred 
books  of  another  religion 
unless  invited  to  do  so.  Of¬ 
ficials  said  that  listener  re¬ 
sponses  have  jumped  from  814  in  February 
1988  to  more  than  3,000  per  month  in  1989. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 
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13  conferences  buck  20-year  decline 

United  Methodist  membership  in  U.S.  slips  below  9  million  with  76,000  loss 


The  13  annual  conferences  en¬ 
larged  on  this  map  reported 
net  membership  gains  for 
1988.  Overall,  the  denomina¬ 
tion  suffered  a  76,671  net 
membership  loss  last  year. 
Membership  in  the  United 
States  slipped  8.5  percent  to 
8.94  million. 


Unofficial  '88  membership  totals  in  U.S.  conferences 


Western  Jurisdiction 

Conference  Member* 

Alaska 

Calif. -Nevada 
Calif. -Pacific 
Desert  Southwest 
Oregon-ldaho 
Pacific  Northwest 
Rocky  Mountain 
Yellowstone 


3.703 

94,154 

128,852 

50,946 

46,837 

77,138 

84.979 

21,038 


Gain 
+  32 


-516 

-1,385 

-614 

•1,462 

-1.796 

-550 


Membership  totals  as  of  Dec.  31,  1988 

SOURCE:  News  service  and  staff  reports. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  Is  to  release  official  1988  tallies  later 
this  year. 


Conference 
Central  Texas 

Kansas  East 
Kansas  West 
Little  Rock 
Louisiana 
Missouri  East 
Missouri  West 
Nebraska 
New  Mexico 
North  Arkansas 
North  Texas 
Northwest  Texas 
Oklahoma 
Okla  Indian 
Rio  Grande 
Southwest  Texas 
Texas 


Jurisdiction 

North  Central  Jurisdiction 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

Members  Gain 

Loss 

Conference 

Members 

Gain 

Loss 

Conference 

Members  Gain 

Loss 

Conference 

Members 

Gain 

Loss 

134,330  +  1.210 

Central  Illinois 

156,696 

-2,839 

Ala. -W.  Fla. 

131,564  +  745 

Baltimore 

228,375 

-1.343 

83,350 

-836 

Detroit 

118,081 

-2,775 

Florida 

343,590  +1,593 

Central  Pa 

185.421 

-1.981 

107,355 

-2.310 

East  Ohio 

213,970 

-5,388 

Holston 

177,907 

-1,769 

Eastern  Pa. 

149,599 

558 

72,999 

882 

Iowa 

221,071 

-4,789 

Kentucky 

77,612 

-299 

Maine 

29,164 

-572 

134,881 

1,763 

Minnesota 

112,935 

-1,038 

Louisville 

89,155 

-973 

New  Hampshire 

17,372 

-32 

88,681 

2,167 

North  Dakota 

19,532 

-916 

Memphis 

95,609 

-1,535 

New  York 

161.924 

-1,942 

117,518 

-459 

North  Indiana 

130,622 

-2,992 

Mississippi 

114,147 

-1,526 

North  Central  N  Y 

102,296 

-1,062 

115,265 

+  .021 

Northern  Illinois 

143,390 

-2.899 

North  Alabama 

169,917 

-1,292 

Northern  N  J 

57.177 

-1.199 

59,433 

1,072 

South  Dakota 

34,663 

-708 

North  Carolina 

218,284  +  1.049 

Peninsula 

98,528 

-52 

86,105 

-539 

South  Indiana 

146,815 

-2,550 

North  Georgia 

267,111  +3,438 

Puerto  Rico 

9,489 

-17 

150,151 

-1,335 

Southern  Illinois 

57,118 

-976 

North  Mississippi 

73,665 

-205 

S.  New  England 

74,032 

+  187 

81,759 

-1,844 

West  Michigan 

84,813 

-1.119 

Red  Bird 

1,305 

-20 

Southern  N  J. 

84,696 

-533 

249,956  +1,401 

West  Ohio 

317.849 

-6,003 

South  Carolina 

244.635 

-368 

Troy 

71.958 

-1,498 

8,130 

583 

Wisconsin 

121,823 

-1.742 

South  Georgia 

147,166  +  146 

West  Virginia 

143,068 

-3.330 

14,656  +  8 

Tennessee 

113,507 

-152 

Western  N  Y 

69,620 

1.089 

108,001 

•998 

Virginia 

354,618 

-1,898 

Western  Pa. 

216,660 

-2.709 

275,677  +  869 

Western  N.C. 

275,253 

-699 

Wyoming 

71,288 

+  42 

Drop  seen 
year-by-year 


These  annual  totals  show  how 
U.S.  membership  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  declined 
since  it  was  created  in  1968. 
Merger . 10.99  million 

1968  . 10.87  million 

1969  . 10.78  million 

1970  . 10.62  million 

1971  . 10.42  million 

1972  . 10.31  million 

1973  . 10.16  million 

1974  . 10.03  million 

1975  . 9.92  million 

1976  . 9.83  million 

1977  . 9.75  million 


1978 . 

. 9.69  million 

1979 . 

1980 . 

1981 . 

1982 . 

1983 . 

1984 . 

1985 . 

1986 . 

12 
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United  Methodist 
membership  in  U.S. 
1968—1988 


LU 


8 


United  Methodist  Percentage  of  U.S.  Population 

1968^^^  1988. 


3.6% 


200  million  U.S.  pop.  =  246.9  million 

10.99  million  UMs  =  8.94  million 


1987  . 9.05  million 

1988  . 8.94  million 
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Skid  moves 
into  third 
decade 

We  begin  our  third  decade 
with  3.6  percent  of  Americans 
on  our  membership  rolls. 
That's  down  from  5.5  percent 
in  1968,  when  The  United 
Methodist  Church  was 
formed.  A  major  reason  for 
losses  during  the  1980s  has 
been  an  increasing  number  of 
members  removed  by  death. 
We  receive  more  new  mem¬ 
bers  each  year  than  we  lose 
through  withdrawals  or  trans¬ 
fers  to  other  churches.  Yet 
those  gains  can't  replace  the 
losses  by  death.  And  the  aver¬ 
age  age  of  United  Methodists 
is  rising.  But  in  1987  (latest 
figures),  growth  overseas  ex¬ 
ceeded  losses  in  the  United 
States.  Total  membership  in¬ 
creased  to  9.85  million. 


Methodist  bishop  sees  progress  toward  apartheid's  end 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

South  Africa’s  top-ranking  Meth¬ 
odist  hopes  negotiations  might  soon 
get  underway  to  dismantle  apart¬ 
heid,  his  country's  policy  of  racial 
segregation. 

That  was  Bishop  Stanley  Mogoba's 
optimistic  assessment  after  the  recent 
meeting  between  South  African  Pres¬ 
ident  P.W.  Botha  and  Nelson  Man¬ 
dela,  jailed  leader  of  the  outlawed 
African  National  Congress. 

Bishop  Mogoba,  presiding  bishop 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  South¬ 
ern  Africa,  said  he  believes  that  Mr. 
Mandela  may  finally  be  freed  after 
27  years  in  prison. 

“We  are  quite  excited  here,"  he 
told  the  Reporter  last  week. 


Little  information  about  the  45- 
minute  meeting  was  available — ex¬ 
cept  for  a  government  report  that 
both  men  voiced  support  for 
“peaceful  development”  in  South 
Africa.  Mr.  Mandela  confirmed  that 
interpretation  last  week  in  a  state¬ 
ment  issued  by  the  Prisons  Service. 

He  said,  “Dialogue  with  the  mass 
democratic  movement  ...  is  the 
only  way  of  ending  violence  and 
bringing  peace  to  our  country. 

"My  release  is  not  an  issue  at  this 
stage.  1  only  would  like  to  contrib¬ 
ute  to  the  creation  of  the  climate 
which  would  promote  peace  in 
South  Africa." 

He  has  not  been  allowed  to  speak 
publicly  or  be  legally  quoted  in 
news  reports  for  26  years. 


The  70-year-old  father-figure  of 
the  African  National  Congress — the 
nation’s  oldest  black  nationalist 
movement — is  serving  a  life  sen¬ 
tence.  He  was  convicted  in  1964  on 
charges  that  he  conspired  to  over¬ 
throw  the  government. 

Despite  his  long  incarceration,  he 
is  regarded  as  the  one  leader  who 
could  unite  South  Africa’s  divided 
black  majority  and  lead  the  26  mil¬ 
lion  blacks  in  negotiations  with  the 
white-minority  government. 

Bishop  Mogoba  told  the  Reporter 
that  he  personally  doubts  Mr.  Man¬ 
dela  will  be  freed  until  after  the 
country’s  Sept.  6  elections. 

Although  he  acknowledges  that 
Mr.  Mandela  is  the  pivotal  figure  in 
any  proposed  negotiations,  he  said 


talks  would  likely  include  several 
black  religious  leaders. 

Among  those  are  Anglican  Arch¬ 
bishop  Desmond  Tutu  and  the  Rev. 
Frank  Chikane,  the  head  of  the 
South  African  Council  of  Churches, 
said  Bishop  Mogoba. 

Those  two  religious  leaders  are  tak¬ 
ing  a  wait-and-see  attitude  about  what 
the  Botha-Mandela  meeting  means. 

Mr.  Chikane  downplayed  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  meeting.  He  charged 
the  government  with  “political  mis¬ 
chief’  in  suggesting  Mr.  Mandela 
could  negotiate  while  behind  bars. 

"Whatever  meeting  might  have 
taken  place  did  so  in  the  context  of 
a  prisoner  and  his  captors,"  said 
Mr.  Chikane. 

Archbishop  Tutu  appeared  to 


take  a  slightly  more  positive  view. 

Even  so.  he  was  quoted  by  the 
“Washington  Post"  as  saying  that 
release  of  Mr.  Mandela  from  prison 
would  be  of  little  significance  unless 
it  were  linked  to  legalization  of  the 
banned  African  National  Congress 
and  the  opening  of  negotiations  for 
a  new  constitution. 

Some  observers  believe  the  meet¬ 
ing  signals  a  government  admission 
that  the  African  National  Congress, 
three  decades  after  it  was  banned  in 


TRINITY  STUDIES 
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1-800-848-2131 


I960,  is  a  political  reality  that  can 
no  longer  be  ignored. 

The  African  National  Congress 
has  been  widely  supported  by  anti¬ 
apartheid  church  leaders  aligned 
with  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches. 

Religious  News  Service  contribut¬ 
ed  to  this  report. 


ESCORTED  TOURS  FROM  DALLAS 

England  &  Edinburgh 
September  20 — October  3 
Washington  D  C.  to  Asheville 
Foliage  October  5 — 13 
Call  or  write  for  itinerary: 

Royce  Hardaway  Tours 
P.O.  Box  551224,  Dallas,  TX  75355 
(214)  348-8723 
Collect  calls  accepted 
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Faith  at  work 


JULY  21,  1989 


Faith 

^connections 


'They  looked  so  hungry,  lost  and  sad' 


COURT  SETS  DOCKET:  A  dozen 

questions  of  church  law  are  to  come  before  the 
United  Methodist  Judicial  Council  at  its  au¬ 
tumn  session  Oct.  25-29.  Topics  on  the  docket, 
released  by  the  church’s  “Supreme  Court,”  in¬ 
clude  a  statement  on  human  sexuality  as  it  per¬ 
tains  to  members  of  the  clergy,  ministerial 
leaves  of  absence  and  retirement,  property  and 
distribution  of  assets,  membership  of  confer¬ 
ence  boards,  the  method  of  filling  vacancies  on 
the  Judicial  Council  itself,  and  lay  membership 
in  an  annual  conference. 

STUDIES  TO  BECIN:  Officials  at 
United  Methodist-related  Emory  University 
and  the  Interdenominational  Theological  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Atlanta  have  the  green  light  to  begin  fall 
classes  for  the  first  prospective  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionaries  to  be  trained  there.  A  formal 
contract  was  signed  last  month  for  the  United 
Methodist  Mission  Resource  Center  by  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  officials;  the  Rev. 
James  Laney,  Emory’s  president;  and  the  Rev. 
James  Costen,  Interdenominational’s  president. 
About  50  students  are  expected  in  the  first  six- 
month  training  session. 

CHAPLAIN  PROMOTED:  The  Rev 

George  D.  Fields,  president  of 
United  Methodist-related 
Spartanburg  (S.C.)  Methodist 
College,  has  been  promoted  to 
brigadier  general  in  the  U.S. 

Army  Reserve.  That  rank  is 
the  highest  available  for  chap¬ 
lains  in  the  Army  Reserve. 

CIRCUIT  RIDER  SERIES:  Five  more 
preachers  are  being  sought  for  the  1990  Circuit 
Rider  Sermon  Series.  The  10-tape  series  is  in¬ 
tended  to  help  preachers  learn  how  to  prepare 
more  effective  sermons  and  develop  skills  in 
critiquing  sermons.  Applicants  are  to  tape  a  ser¬ 
mon  as  well  as  a  description  of  the  method  they 
used  to  prepare  the  sermon  and  the  reactions  of 
at  least  three  members  of  a  congregation  that 
heard  the  sermon.  The  three-part  tape  should  be 
sent  to  Circuit  Rider  Sermon  Series,  P.O.  Box 
80 1 ,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202.  Deadline  is  Oct.  I 

MOZAMBIQUE  OFFERING:  The 

United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  has  desig¬ 
nated  Sept.  17  as  the  day  to  receive  a  special  of¬ 
fering  for  Mozambique.  This  appeal  is  based  on 
a  recommendation  from  a  high-level  United 
Methodist  committee  that  visited  the  South¬ 
eastern  African  country  in  March.  Assistance  to 
Mozambique  was  mandated  by  the  1988  Gener¬ 
al  Conference — the  denomination’s  highest  leg¬ 
islative  body — to  “show  support  and  concern” 
for  the  people  of  that  country. 

INCREASE  IN  GIVING:  Financial 

support  for  some  20  national  and  international 
funds  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  was 
9.42  percent  higher  in  the  first  six  months  of 
1989  than  in  the  same  period  of  1988.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  a  report  released  July  7  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  receipts  through  June  30  to¬ 
taled  $43.9  million.  The  comparable  figure  for 
1 988  was  $40. 1  million. 


George  D.  Fields 


Pictures  of  Nicaraguan  kids 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  faces  of  Nicaragua’s  chil¬ 
dren  prompted  one  United  Meth¬ 
odist  laywoman  to  join  this 
summer’s  convoy  taking  supplies 
to  that  Central  American  country. 

Pam  Harmony-Vemer,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Central  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Sedro-Wooley,  Wash., 
is  one  of  four  United  Methodists 
among  drivers  piloting  27  sup¬ 
ply-laden  trucks  to  Nicaragua  in 
the  second  “Pastors  for  Peace” 


caravan. 

Ms.  Harmony-Vemer  said  she 
decided  to  take  part  after  viewing 
slides  from  the  first  convoy  taken 
by  church  pianist  Jerry  Sommer- 
seth. 

“He  had  a  lot  of  pictures  of 
faces  of  children,  and  I  think  that 
was  moving  to  me  more  than 
anything  else,”  said  the  first- 
grade  teacher.  “They  looked  so 
hungry  and  lost  and  sad. 

“I  also  like  the  focus  of  this 
mission,  which  is  to  take  things 
for  people  to  use  so  they  can  help 


Argentine  church 
sends  urgent  plea: 
Help  us  feed  poor 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

What  would  you  do  if  faced 
with  the  option  of  either  paying 
rent  for  housing  or  buying  gro¬ 
ceries  for  your  family? 

That’s  the  option  faced  by 
thousands  of  Argentines  this 
month. 

News  reports  from  the  South 
American  country  indicate  that 
Argentina  is  fighting  an  econom¬ 
ic  crisis  caused  by  a  $45  billion 
debt  owed  to  other  countries  as 
well  as  a  collapse  in  its  economy. 

Last  month,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  re¬ 
ceived  an  urgent  request  from 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Argen¬ 
tina  for  a  grant  to  feed  poor  Ar¬ 
gentines. 

Bishop  Federico  J.  Pagura  of 
Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  Sent  a 
cable  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  World  Divi¬ 
sion  describing  the  “grave  social 
situation”  in  his  country. 

“There  are  7  million,  especial¬ 
ly  women  and  children,  in  mis¬ 
ery,”  said  Bishop  Pagura. 
“(There’ve  been)  massive  robber¬ 
ies  of  supermarkets  and  other 
businesses.  The  country  is  in  a 
state  of  siege.  Hundreds  of  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  arrested.” 

The  bishop  said  that  Argenti¬ 
na’s  inflation  rate  in  April  and 
May  was  1 1 1.5  percent.  Now  in¬ 
flation  has  increased  to  400  per¬ 
cent,  so  Argentines  are 
experiencing  more  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  layoffs  of  workers. 

“We  urgently  request  $20,000 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


(U.S.)  for  community  feeding 
centers,”  the  bishop  said.  “. . . 
We  need  your  help.” 

Kelly  Miller,  relief  committee 
staff  executive,  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ar¬ 
gentina  feeds  the  hungry  through 
a  cooperative  effort  with  Argenti¬ 
na’s  Assembly  of  Churches.  To 
assist  in  that  effort,  the  United 
Methodist  relief  committee  sent 
grants  of  $4,896  and  $15,000  to 
Argentina  through  Church  World 


convince  laywoman  to  join  in  supplies  convoy 


themselves.” 

About  $1  million  worth  of 
goods  are  being  sent  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  caravan,  said  organizer  Tom 
Hansen.  The  trucks  were  to  begin 
their  journey  July  16  and  are 
scheduled  to  arrive  Aug.  11  in 
Managua. 

The  aid  is  to  be  used  to  sustain 
community  life  in  economically 
devastated  Nicaragua,  organizers 
said.  For  example,  supplies  and 
tools  for  rebuilding  of  the  fishing 
industry,  ravaged  by  last  year’s 
hurricane,  are  being  sent. 


The  vehicles,  which  include  16 
Mercedes-Benz  box  trucks,  also 
will  be  left  in  Nicaragua. 

Other  United  Methodists  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  convoy  include 
the  Rev.  Robert  M.  Holmes,  re¬ 
tired  from  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Helena, 
Mont.;  the  Rev.  Patricia  Davis, 
associate  pastor  of  Glenwood 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio;  and  Doug  Colter, 
a  member  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Chelsea,  N.Y.,  who 
did  fund  raising  and  education 


for  the  1988  convoy. 

Rallies  and  other  events  related 
to  the  caravan  are  scheduled  in 
105  cities  before  the  trucks  con¬ 
verge  in  San  Juan,  Texas,  45  miles 
west  of  Brownsville,  Aug.  27. 

The  first  “Pastors  for  Peace” 
convoy — a  19-vehicle  caravan 
that  delivered  more  than  120  tons 
of  aid — was  organized  last  De¬ 
cember  by  the  Interreligious 
Foundation  for  Community  Or¬ 
ganization.  The  action  came  in 
response  to  contra  attacks  and  the 
needs  of  the  Nicaraguan  people. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO  BY  PETER  WILLIAMS 

CASTELLI,  Argentina— At  least  7  million  women  and  children  like  these  have  little  food  and 
shelter  because  of  the  collapse  of  Argintina's  economic  system.  Officials  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  have  sent  money  from  an  emergency  Advance  special  fund  to  Ar¬ 
gentina's  churches  for  food  and  blankets. 


Service,  relief  program  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

Ann  N.  Beadslee,  acting  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  Church  World 
Service,  said  in  a  disaster  bulletin 
that  the  situation  in  Argentina 
has  worsened  because  winter  has 
hit  the  Southern  Hemisphere. 


In  addition  to  the  United 
Methodist  contributions,  Church 
World  Service  has  issued  an  ecu¬ 
menical  appeal  for  $45,000  for 
food  programs  in  Argentina  and 
has  released  $5,000  to  the  Argen¬ 
tina  Federation  of  Evangelical 
Churches  for  food  and  $10,000 


for  blankets  and  bedding. 

United  Methodist  gifts  to  Ar- 
gentinans  can  be  made  through 
the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church  through  any  annual  con¬ 
ference  treasurer.  Designate  gifts 
for  Argentina  Economic  Crisis 
Advance  No.  703225-4. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

GARRETT-EVANGELICAL  THEOLOGICAL 
Seminary,  Evanston,  IL  seeks  president’s  repre¬ 
sentative.  Majority  of  time  out  of  the  office  on 
cultivation  and  solicitation  calls  with  donors.  Re- 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Full¬ 

time  position  opens  August  1  in  1600+  member 
church  with  full-graded  choirs  and  handbells.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  include  directorship  of  church's 
Musical  Arts  Series.  Experience  preferred.  Salary 
commensurate  with  the  training  and  experience. 
Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
204  E.  Spring  Street,  Cookeville,  TN  38501. 

tions  to:  Vice  President  for  Development,  2121 
Sheridan  Road.  Evanston,  IL  60201.  Applica¬ 
tions  received  until  position  filled.  AA/EOE. 

ORGANIST,  LESS  THAN  FULL-TIME.  Three- 

bank  keyboard,  Allen  electronic.  Salary  $4,000- 
$4,300.  Send  resumes:  Music  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  5957  Golden  West 
Ave.,  Temple  City,  CA  91780. 

MUSIC/YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 

650-member  church.  Send  applications  and  re¬ 
sume  to:  Means  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  31 1  N.E.  2nd,  Andrews,  TX  79714. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND 
Children’s  Education  Ministries  needed.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  salary  expectations  to:  Rev.  Luther 

FOR  SALE:  GESTETNER  4170  mimeograph 
and  stencil  maker  in  excellent  condition.  Rich¬ 
land  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  7301  Glen¬ 
view,  North  Richland  Hills,  TX  76180. 

Main  St.,  Ripley,  TN  38063. 

EXCITING  HEALING  CONFERENCE,  West¬ 
minster  Presbyterian  Church,  Canton.  Ohio,  Oc- 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  with 
light  responsibilities  in  Christian  education 
sought  by  1500-member  church.  Fully  graded 
music  program.  Salary  and  job  description  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Max  Browning,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1981,  Pam- 
pa,  Tx  79066-1981. 

healing  ministry.  Leader,  Pastor  Don  Bartow. 
Complete  information:  1-800-445-6321. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  WESTERN  RURAL 
Life  Center.  Full-time.  Begin  January,  1990.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Work  with  churches,  denomina¬ 
tional  and  ecumenical  agencies,  and  seminaries 
to  develop  leadership,  programming  and  support 
for  rural  and  small  congregations.  Inquiries  to: 
Small  Church  Center,  Box  514,  Filer,  ID  83328. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  MUSIC  Ministries, 

1 500  +  membership  growing  church.  Salary  ne- 
gotiable.  Resume  by  August  10:  Bill  Couch,  La- 
keRidge  United  Methodist  Church,  4701 -82nd 
St.,  Lubbock,  TX  79424. 

YEAR-ROUND  POSITION  AVAILABLE  to  an 

individual  or  couple  seeking  to  serve  in  the  min- 
istry  of  camping  as  a  manager/director.  The 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  a  17  acre  camp  and  conference 
center  located  on  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin.  Di¬ 
rect  inquiries,  resume  and  letters  of  reference  to: 
Bruce  Nelson,  Program  Director,  P.O.  Box  846, 
Williams  Bay,  WI  53191.  Deadline:  October  15. 

The  Northern  Illinois  Conference  is  an  equal  op¬ 
portunity  affirmative  action  employer.  , 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries,  young  growing  congregation  of  1500  + 
members.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume  by  August 
10:  Bill  Couch,  LakeRidge  United  Methodist 
Church,  4701 -82nd  St.,  Lubbock,  TX  79424. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

EXPERIENCED  FULL-TIME  Administrative 
Secretary  needed  for  an  800-member  church.  Po¬ 
sition  to  be  filled  by  September.  Requirements 
include:  typing,  word  processor,  computer  and 
office  machine  ability.  Good  telephone  tech¬ 
niques.  Salary  negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to: 

Mr.  Vem  Jones,  c/o  of  San  Dieguito  United 
Methodist  Church,  333  Encinitas  Blvd.,  Encini¬ 
tas.  CA  92024.  Please  include  your  telephone 
number. 

EXCITING  NEW  SONG  BOOK  getting  all  ages 
singing  in  church:  “Joyful  Noise!”,  225  songs, 
192  pages,  5'/6”x  8”,  spiral-bound,  two  for  $6.50 
postpaid  to  August  15.  Compiler:  Larry  Eisen- 
berg,  1218  S.  Winston,  Tulsa,  OK  74112. 

60  COLLEGIATE  ADULT  CHOIR  ROBES,  col¬ 
or  compliments  any  worship  setting.  Two  revers¬ 
ible  stoles  feature  four  liturgical  colors.  Like  new. 
(214)423-4506. 

RED  BIRD  MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE  is 
seeking  a  staff  person  for  conference  treasurer. 
Experience  in  accounting  and  business  manage¬ 
ment.  Send  resume:  Superintendent,  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference,  6  Queendale  Center, 
Beverly,  KY  4091 3. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 
Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Ca¬ 
nal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30 
a.m.  Worship:  1 1 :00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR,  CHILDREN  AND 
youth  emphasis  (newly  created  postion).  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  115  East  Howry  Ave.,  DeLand,  FL 
32724. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 
for  active  full-time  position  in  growing  2500- 
member  central  Florida  church.  Responsibilities 
include  the  direction  of  choral  and  handbell  en¬ 
sembles  as  well  as  children’s  choirs  and  instru- 

CHRISTIAN  CUSTODIAN  FOR  LOCAL 
church.  Home  furnished,  plus  salary  and  benefits. 
Mail  resume  to:  3rd  EUM  Church,  1160  E.  Lo¬ 
cust  St.,  Decatur,  IL  62526. 

;otiable/benefit  package.  Send  resume  to:  Rev. 
)avid  T.  Brewer,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1126  E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala,  FL 
32670.  Telephone:  (904)  622-3244. 

SALT  MINISTRIES  SEEKS  FULL-TIME  Execu¬ 

tive  Director  for  ministry  to  unchurched  youth. 
Since  1979  SALT  has  grown  to  5  affiliated  youth 
centers  in  Lancaster  County,  PA.  Please  respond: 
P.O.  Box  15,  Lititz,  PA  17545. 

STOPS  THIEVES!  NEW  GARAGE  DOOR 

deadbolt  helps  stop  burglary  of  garage!  Fully 
automatic!  Building  code  approved!  Send  for  free 
nformation:  B.K.  Enterprises,  507  South 
Myrtlewood  Street,  West  Covina,  CA  91791. 

Church  Women  United  opposes 
any  move  to  criminalize  abortion 


People  called 
United  Methodist 

Global  Ministries  board 
hires  African  executive 

A  former  director  of  evangelism 
and  youth  ministry  for  the  Zimba¬ 
bwe  Annual  Conference  has  joined 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  staff  in  New 
York. 

The  Rev.  Zebediah  T.  Marewan¬ 
gepo,  52,  started  with  the  World  Di¬ 
vision’s  Africa-Europe-Middle  East 
team  in  late  June. 

According  to  Doreen  Tilghman, 
the  team’s  assistant  general  secre¬ 
tary,  he  is  the  first  African  hired  to 
the  executive  staff  for  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  largest  agency. 

Born  to  a  Methodist  mother  and 
Anglican  father,  Mr.  Marewangepo 
became  active  in  The  Methodist 
Church  in  1950  at  age  1 3. 

It  was  the  church  that  enabled  him 
to  first  attend  school  after  a  mission¬ 
ary.  Kenneth  Harper,  opened  a 
school  near  his  home  in  1949. 

Education  remains  key  to  United 
Methodist  work  in  Zimbabwe,  he 
said. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  been  known  as  a  church  which 
promotes  people  to  very  high  stand¬ 
ards,"  Mr.  Marewangepo  said.  “It  is 
a  church  which  educates  people.” 

Zimbabwe  has  9  million  people 
and  only  one  university,  he  said, 
and  the  establishment  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  United  Methodist-related  Af¬ 
rica  University  in  Old  Mutare  is  an 
obligation  The  United  Methodist 
Church  “has  to  fulfill.” 

In  1981  he  enrolled  at  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Delaware, 
Ohio,  earning  a  master  of  divinity 
degree  in  1984  and  a  master  of 
Christian  education  degree  in  1985. 


Religious  News  Service 

Church  Women  United,  a  coali¬ 
tion  that’s  been  neutral  on  abortion, 
has  voted  overwhelmingly  to  op¬ 
pose  any  attempt  to  make  abortion 
a  criminal  act.  The  action  came  in 
response  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court’s  recent  Webster  decision. 

Meeting  in  New  Orleans  July  6-11, 
the  organization’s  Common  Council 
voted  96-7,  with  three  abstentions,  to 
oppose  criminalization. 

The  margin  was  considered  signifi¬ 
cant  because  Church  Women  United 
includes  Protestants  and  members  of 


What’s  cooking  at  Central 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Asheville,  N.C.? 

For  two  years,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  has  been  providing  Sunday 
meals  for  some  of  Asheville’s 
neediest. 

One  group  of  cooks  brings  a 
special  excitement  to  the  work, 
said  the  Rev.  J,  Howard  Hanger 
Jr.,  associate  pastor  at  Central 
UMC  for  five  years. 

That  group  of  15  comes  from 
two  group  homes  operated  by  the 
Haywood  County  Association  for 
Retarded  Citizens,  said  Mr. 
Hanger. 

“They’re  our  most  active 
group,”  said  Mr.  Hanger. 

The  15  joined  the  Central 
UMC  volunteer  rotation  last  fall. 
They  take  their  turn  on  the  first 


faith  groups  that  strongly  oppose 
abortion,  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
Orthodox  churches. 

The  Webster  decision,  a  Missouri 
case  decided  July  3,  didn’t  make 
abortion  illegal.  But  it  gave  states 
the  power  to  put  further  restrictions 
on  abortion.  That  raised  concerns 
in  the  pro-choice  camp — and  hopes 
on  the  anti-abortion  side — that 
some  states  would  move  to  outlaw 
abortion  entirely. 

Claire  Randall,  president  of 
Church  Women  United,  said  in  a 
prepared  statement,  “This  action  was 
an  expression  of  Church  Women  Un- 


Sunday  of  each  month,  baking 
pans  of  com  bread  and  cooking 
up  their  own  recipes. 

Mr.  Hanger  said  the  group 
home  residents  plan,  cook  and 
cater  the  entire  Sunday  meal 
‘when  it’s  their  turn.  They  also 
help  pay  for  it  with  nickel  and 
dime  contributions  they  drop 
into  peanut  jars  on  their  group- 
home  dining  room  tables. 

“It  sort  of  empowered  the  resi¬ 
dents  not  to  be  always  on  the  re¬ 
ceiving  end  of  help,”  said  Linda 
Zolyak,  a  program  director  of 
one  of  the  homes. 

Dan  Taylor,  a  24-year-old 
home  resident,  was  surprised  at 
the  number  of  homeless  people 
being  fed. 

“I  had  never  met  anybody  who 
was  homeless,”  said  Mr.  Taylor. 


ited’s  longtime  commitment  to  the 
achievement  of  justice  for  women. 

“It  does  not  alter  the  statement  of 
policy  by  which  Church  Women 
United  takes  no  collective  stance  on 
abortion  in  recognition  of  the  diverse 
positions  of  its  constituency. 

“The  resolution  as  voted  opposes 
any  attempts  to  criminalize  abor¬ 
tion  and  resolves  that  CWU  will  ac¬ 
tively  promote  awareness, 
education  and  dialogue  among  its 
members  and  work  with  the  various 
communions  on  the  justice  implica¬ 
tions  and  ethical  ramifications  of 
the  criminalization  of  abortion.” 


“There  are  homeless  people  from 
little  kids  to  adults.” 

The  after-church  lunch  crowds 
at  Central  UMC  are  from  the 
“economic  edge,”  said  Mr. 
Hanger.  “They  usually  have 
enough  money  just  to  make  it 
through  the  month,”  he  said. 

Not  all  are  homeless,  he  said. 
Some  spend  days  or  weeks  in 
apartments  or  boarding  houses 
until  their  money  runs  out,  then 
move  to  shelters  or  out  under  the 
stars. 

"As  far  as  we’re  concerned, 
anybody  who’s  hungry  can  eat 
here,”  he  said.  “We  don’t  ask 
questions. 

Michael  Weaver,  a  writer  for  the 
Asheville  (N.C.)  "Citizen-Times," 
contributed  to  this  article. 


Cooks  bring ' special  excitement ' 


<✓>  r  o  o  •  I 

i  h  m  > 

x)  a)  z  »  r 

m»HO  I  1 1 

<  j>  m  r 

m  x  z  ■<  o  i 

TM  >Z  2j 

o  30  "O 

X  a)  -<  <n 

-HO 

X  ox 
O  CO 

^  T~  •-* 

-»  f-  o  o  ; 

oo  m  z  -* 

00  O  00 


iUNTTED 
I  METHODIST 
[CHURCH 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


■ 


William  B.  Odra.  bUhop 
Harvey  C .  WUIlamson,  council  director-editor 
Jadv  Palermo,  editorial  aatlaunt 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
S27  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge.  LA7M02 


,<,SCrafe-w»nesst0t  edition 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


|ULY  28,  1989 


Summer 

Thoughts 


o 


Vacations  are  feeding  times  for  the  spirit.  To  sit  on  a  log  cabin  porch 
high  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  listen  to  the  rain  hit  the  tin  roof,  and 
read  a  good  book  may  be  as  near  to  heaven  as  one  can  get  in  this  life. 

My  summer  reading  has  included  a  book  by  John  Updike  entitled 
Self-Consciousness. 

In  this  book,  Updike,  a  contemporary  novelist,  grabbles  with  his  own 
faith  journey  and  the  question  of  modern  humanity  being  able  to  search 
out  God’s  revelation  for  our  time.  Listen.  He  speaks  for  an  era: 

“Our  brains  are  no  longer  conditioned  for  reverence  and 
awe.  We  cannot  imagine  a  Second  Coming  that  would  not  be 
cut  down  to  size  by  the  televised  evening  news,  or  a  last 
judgement  not  subject  to  pages  of  holier-than-thou  second- 
guessing  in  The  New  York  Review  of  Books.  We  feel  morally 
superior  to  the  Biblical  notions  of  atonement  and  damna¬ 
tion.” 

Updike  then  gives  us  his  own  confession  of  faith.  He  sees  a  new 
sense  of  God’s  creative  eternal  sovereignty  being  born  in  our  time.  He 
not  only  affirms  and  gives  his  assent  to  this  reality,  he  cries  out: 
“Where  was  the  ingenuity,  the  ambiguity,  the  humanity  of 
saying  that  the  universe  just  happened  to  happen  and  that 
when  we  are  dead  we  are  dead?  .  .  .  Truth  had  to  have  more 
nooks  and  crannies  .  .  .  than  that.” 

The  new  religious  revival  that  Updike  is  sensing  has  also  been  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  pollsters.  Gallup  finds  that  there  are  84%  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  who  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  an  increase  over  78%  of  the 
last  ten  years.  He  further  states  that  those  who  have  made  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ  and  his  Church  have  increased  from  60%  to  66%,  which 
represents  about  five  million  people. 

I  wonder.  Will  the  United  Methodist  Church  be  a  channel  for  this 
new  faith  movement? 

It  will,  if  there  is  renewed  commitment  among  its  membership. 


This  is  my  prayer  during  this  time  of  soul-feeding. 


O 
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The  Quadrennial  Theme 

A  Call  to  Local  Churches 


CELEBRATE  AND  WITNESS 
CELEBRATE  GOD’S  GRACE  — 
WITNESS  FOR  JESUS  CHRIST 

...  to  each  person 
...  to  every  congregation 
...  to  all  the  world 
...  to  a  changing  time. 

“Somebody  should  do  some¬ 
thing!”  We  watch  as  main  line 
churches  lose  both  members,  influ¬ 
ence  and  spiritual  vitality.  We  see 
the  urgent  need  for  persons  to  re¬ 
ceive  Jesus  into  their  lives.  We  see  a 
world  going  further  and  further  into 
the  sins  of  drugs,  murder,  abuse, 
crime,  pollution  and  fear.  “Some¬ 
body  should  do  something,”  we  say. 

The  Quadrennial  Theme,  “Cele¬ 
brate  and  Witness,”  is  a  Call  to 
United  Methodists  and  to  local  con¬ 
gregations  to  do  something.  It  is  a 
call  to  respond,  as  did  Jesus,  to  the 
needs  of  people  and  to  the  needs  of 
the  world.  It  is  a  call  for  the  Church 


Around  the  Conference 
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ALMOST  ONE  HUNDRED  YEARS  LATER  —  Members  of  Calhoun 
UMC  recently  held  a  land  dedication  ceremony  to  mark  the  future 
site  of  the  new  Mount  Zion  UMC.  The  project  is  expected  to  take 
one  and  one  half  years  to  complete.  Members  of  Calhoun  are  espe¬ 
cially  proud  of  the  cycle  of  history  that  this  new  building  and  name 
change  completes.  In  the  early  1840's,  in  what  was  then  Forksville, 
Methodists  joined  to  form  Mount  Zion.  In  the  early  1890's,  Calhoun 
was  established,  and  in  the  middle  1890's  Mount  Zion  closed  and 
members  moved  to  Calhoun.  One  hundred  years  later.  Mount  Zion 
will  once  again  serve  the  area.  The  land  for  the  site  was  donated 
to  Calhoun  by  Lou  Anne  Richardson  whose  parents  were  members 
of  the  original  Mount  Zion.  Pictured  are:  I.  to  r. ,  W.  B.  Humble,  Bill 
Humble,  Margorie  Frazier,  Herbert  Frazier,  and  Rev.  Mark  Kremer. 


to  renew  her  vision  as  the  body  of 
Christ  and. to  reaffirm  and  embrace 
her  message  of  love  and  hope. 

It  is  not.  primarily  a  scheme  to 
save  the  Church;  it  is  a  revitaliza¬ 
tion  process  by  which  we  accept  the 
task  of  saving  the  world. 

The  Theme  calls  on  each  local 
church  to  evaluate  her  current  min¬ 
istry  in  light  of  the  concerns  of  the 
surrounding  community  and  the 
world.  After  we  understand  where 
we  are,  we  are  asked  to  revise  our 
ministry,  becoming  vital  congrega¬ 
tions  that  are  willing  to  take  risks, 
try  new  channels  and  reach  out  in 
new  ways  to  those  who  are  not  now 
in  our  numbers  as  disciples  of 
Christ. 

This  is  not  a  new  Call:  it  is  rather, 
a  Renewal  of  the  Call  Christ  gave 
to,  “take  up  your  cross  and  follow 
me.”  Each  local  church  in  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  is  being  challenged 
to  respond  to  this  Call  by  develop¬ 
ing  plans  to: 


—  Reach  the  Unchurched 
—  Grow  in  Knowledge,  Love  and 
Grace 

—  Study  issues  of  Peace  and  Justice 
—  Serve  Persons  in  Need 
—  Remedy  Evils  that  Oppress 

The  future  of  United  Methodism 
in  Louisiana  is  bright  with  possibili¬ 
ty,  but  only  if  we  respond  individ¬ 
ually  and  corporately  to-the  Call  to 
discipleship.  Who  can  do  some¬ 
thing?  We  can  —  and  we  must  — 
with  God’s  guidance.  That’s  the 
Call  to  Celebrate  and  Witness! 


Crace  -witness 


THE  QUADRENNIAL 
THEME  ASKS  FOR  LOCAL 
CHURCH  RESPONSE: 

The  1988  General  Conference 
asks  each  local  church  to  adopt 
goals  in  response  to  the  Quadrenni¬ 
al  Theme,  and  to  report  these  goals 
and  their  results  at  the  Charge  Con¬ 
ference  each  year.  The  recent  Con¬ 
ference  Coordinated  Mailing 
provided  information  on  the 
Theme  along  with  a  sample  re¬ 
sponse  form.  The  District  Superin¬ 
tendents  will  be  giving  each  local 
church  the  “official”  forms  for  re¬ 
sponse. 

A  manual  for  "CELEBRATE 
AND  WITNESS”  has  been  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  sent  to  each  local 
church  pastor.  Additional  copies  of 
the  manual  are  available  for  $3.00 
each  from  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  PO  Box  320,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37202. 


Chair  in  Liberal  Studies  is  Designed  Differently 


President  Donald  Webb  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  establishment  of  an 
unusual  academic  chair  at  Centena¬ 
ry  College:  The  Chair  of  Liberal 
Studies,  its  occupant  to  be  selected 
from  any  academic  discipline  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  liberal  arts. 

“What  is  unusual,”  President 
Webb  said,  “is  that  we  will  require 
the  incumbent  —  who  will  be  cho¬ 
sen  for  his  or  her  eminence  as  a  lib¬ 
eral  arts  protagonist  —  to  devote 
considerable  time  to  co-ordinating 
and  nurturing  the  liberal  arts  pro¬ 
gram  at  Centenary. 

“For  instance,  he  or  she  will  serve 
as  Chairperson  of  a  special  commit¬ 
tee  composed  of  one  member  from 
each  of  the  College  divisions  plus 


one  community  person  who  is  de¬ 
voted  to  the  liberal  arts.  This  com- 
mittee  will  recommend  to  the 
Educational  Policy  Committee  im¬ 
provements  and  changes  in  the  cur¬ 
riculum  which  it  believes  will 
improve  the  study  of  liberal  arts  at 
the  College. 

“What  is  touching  about  this 
whole  project  is  that  the  donor 
wishes  to  remain  anonymous,”  Dr. 
Webb  said. 

The  Chair  in  Liberal  Arts  is  Cen- 
Tenary’s  eleventh  academic  chair 
and  the  third  in  one  year. 

“Centenary  College  is  committed 
to  its  role  as  a  liberal  arts  college,” 
said  Dr.  Dorothy  B.  Gwin,  Dean  of 
the  College.  "The  establishment  of 


■-Persons  —  Churches  —  Events-j 

—  •  - -  ■  tions  in  the  U.S.  A  predecessor  of 

the  publishing  house  was  the  first 
agency  established  by  American 
Methodists  when  in  1789,  the 


LARGE  GROUP  —  Forty  youth  were  recently  received  into  full 
membership  of  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston.  Since  April  2,  the  youth  had 
been  in  a  formal  period  of  instruction. 


The  Council  of  Bishops  meeting 
May  2-5,  resolved  to  “encourage 
each  congregation  to  observe  No¬ 
vember  19,  1989  as  a  day  of  thanks¬ 
giving  and  celebration  for  the  new 
United  Methodist  Hymnal  as  a 
great  new  resource."  Cokesbury  is 
offering  two  aids  —  a  leader’s  guide 
(item  #HF9-43159x,  $4.95)  and  a 
choir  member  resource  (item  #HF9- 
431581,  $1.95)  —  for  a  Celebration 
Sunday  worship  service  adaptable 
to  any  size  local  church. 

*  *  * 

Mount  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans 
celebrated  its  1 19th  church  anniver¬ 
sary  on  July  23.  The  theme  used 
was  “Send  Out  Thy  Light.”  Rev. 
Leslie  P.  Norris,  pastor,  preached  at 
the  8  a.m.  service,  and  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson  from  Wesley  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  brought  the  message. 
All  persons  were  invited  to  come 
out  to  hear  good  music,  dynamic 
preaching,  fellowship,  and  witness¬ 
ing.  Chairpersons  for  the  event 
were:  Mrs.  Lucyjabe  Walton  and 
Mrs.  Shirley  Taylor. 

*  *  * 

Ingleside  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 

says  mark  Saturday,  August  19  on 
your  calendar.  That’s  the  day  for 
DMA’s  rummage  sale.  Dr.  James  R. 
Schaub  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Effective  June,  1989,  First  UMC 
of  Bossier  City  welcomed  to  its  staff 
John  Sidney  Montegudo  Jr.  as  full 
time  Minister  of  Music.  A  native  of 
Zachary,  Montegudo  comes  to 
Bossier  from  Zachaty  UMC  where 
he  served  as  Minister  of  Music 
since  1981.  Certified  in  music  and 
also  consecrated  as  a  Diaconal  Min¬ 
ister  in  the  UMC,  he  brings  to  his 
ministry  a  unique  spiritual  leader¬ 
ship  as  well  as  a  range  of  musical 
talents.  Montegudo  and  his  wife, 
Ellen,  together  with  their  two  children 
John  and  Katherine,  make  their  home 
in  Blanchard  where  Rev.  Monte¬ 
gudo  has  recently  been  appointed 
as  Pastor  of  Blanchard  UMC. 

•  *  * 

This  year  The  United  Methodist 
Church  celebrates  200  years  of  pub¬ 
lishing  and  the  200th  anniversary  of 
its  publishing  agency.  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  is  list¬ 
ed  as  one  of  the  73  oldest  corpora- 


the  Chair  of  Liberal  Studies  will  de¬ 
clare  nationally  that  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  is  serious  about  its  mission.  We 
know  we  have  an  outstanding  educa¬ 
tion,  and  the  Chair  gives  us  a  special 
vehicle  by  which  to  communicate 
our  commitment  more  effectively.” 

Subject  matter  content,  as  well  as 
the  academic  skills  in  oral  and  writ¬ 
ten  communication,  analytical 
thinking,  evaluation,  and  synthesis 
combined  with  the  search  for  values 
and  meaning  of  life,  are  important 
goals  of  liberal  education. 

“All  of  us  are  excited  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  this  part  of  the  history  of 
the  College  which  will  lead  us  to  an 
even  higher  quality  educational  ex¬ 
perience  for  our  students,”  Dr. 
Gwin  said. 

The  College  has  applied  for 
matching  monies  from  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Endowment  Trust  Fund  for 


Eminent  Scholars  to  complete  the 
funding  for  the  Chair.  The  Board  of 
Regents  awards  $400,000  for  each 
$600,000  raised  by  private  donors. 

This  is  Centenary’s  eleventh  en¬ 
dowed  academic  chair,  the  others 
being  the  Keen  Chair  of  Physics, 
the  James  Chair  of  Religion,  the 
Wortham  Chair  of  Engineering,  the 
Woolf  Chair  of  Geology,  the  Brown 
Chair  of  English,  the  Sample  Chair 
of  Business  Administration,  the 
Waiters  Chair  of  Biology,  the  Hur¬ 
ley  Chair  of  Music,  the  Wilson 
Chair  of  American  Literature,  and 
the  Grayson  Chair  of  Chemistry. 

An  endowed  chair  is  established 
with  a  minimum  gift  of  $600,000. 
The  funds  are  invested,  and  the  in¬ 
terest  is  used  to  support  the  profes¬ 
sor’s  salary,  clerical  staff  salary,  and 
expenses  for  special  materials  and 
supplies. 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church  began 
an  official  publishing  program. 
Even  earlier,  in  1773,  the  first  con¬ 
ference  of  American  Methodists 
specified  that  publishing  and  distri¬ 
bution  would  be  a  connectional,  not 
private,  enterprise  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  leaders  of  the  Methodist 
movement. 

*  *  * 

Robert  F.  Phillips,  son  of  Ann  H. 
Phillips  of  Mandeville  was  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  a  United  Methodist 
Scholarship  at  SMU  in  Dallas.  Phil¬ 
lips  was  one  of  2 1  students  awarded 
this  scholarship  for  the  1988-89 
school  year  as  a  part  of  SMU’s  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
joint  commitment  to  church-related 
higher  education.  To  be  eligible  for 
this  award,  the  student  must  be  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  have  a  college  grade 
point  average  of  3.0  or  higher  or  meet 
the  scholarship  standards  set  by  the 
SMU  Admission  Department  if  still 
in  high  school. 

«  •  • 

The  1989  Celebration  Singers,  a 
43  member  youth  choir  represent¬ 
ing  the  Snellville,  Georgia  UMC, 
presented  the  musical,  "Friends 
Forever,”  at  First  UMC  in  Le- 
compte.  Church  members  welcomed 
the  group  with  “do-it-yourself’ 
sandwiches,  using  that  time  for  fel¬ 
lowship  with  the  tour  members. 
This  stop  was  the  third  in  a  five  day 
tour,  following  performances  as  Sli¬ 
dell’s  First  UMC  and  the  MacDon- 
nell  Methodist  Center  in  Houma. 
Other  scheduled  stops  included 
First  UMC  in  Shreyeport  and  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Rus¬ 
ton.  Choir  Director  at  Lecompte 
is  Cindy  Elliott.  The  trip  was  ar¬ 
ranged  and  led  by  the  church’s 
Youth  Director,  Roger  Templeton, 
who  is  also  a  student  at  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  Univer¬ 
sity.  Rev.  John  E.  Zehr  is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

Ida  UMC  celebrates  its  85th  an¬ 
niversary  this  year.  Members  re¬ 
cently  attended  a  celebration 
marking  this  special  occasion. 


August  Conference  Calendar 

4  BOM  Com.  on  Tmg.  &  Orders:  Full  Seminary  Transcript 
of  1st  year  P.A.Y.  Candidates  due  with  Registrar 
7-1 1  Elementary  II  Camp  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
7-1 1  Older  Elementary  III  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 
14-16  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Women  in  Ministry  Convoca¬ 
tion,  St.  Paul  School  ofTheology 

1 7  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services.  Inc.  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Board  Meeting 

20-24  Educatable  Mentally  Retarded  Camp,  Caney  Conference 
Centre 

25  BOM  Com.  on  Tmg.  &  Orders:  Deadline  for  2nd  Year 
Candidates’  Assignments  to  Registrar  (Sermon  and  Doc¬ 
trinal). 

26  CCYM  Meeting,  Horseshoe  Drive  Church,  10:00  a.m.- 
3:00  p.m. 

27  Christian  Education  Sunday 

28-Sept.  I  New  District  Superintendent  Training  at  Lake  Junaluska 
29-30  Retreat  for  Pastors  of  New  Congregations,  Feliciana  Re¬ 
treat  Center,  Clinton 


Guest  speaker  was  Rev.  Jerry 
Means,  Pastor.  Special  music  was 
presented  by  choirs,  instruments 
and  congregational  singing.  The  cel¬ 
ebration  concluded  with  an  old 
time  dinner  which  was  served  at  the 
Means  Community  Center.  It  was 
indeed  a  special  time  for  all  who  at¬ 
tended. 

*  *  * 

Crew  Lake  UMC  in  Start  had 
four  young  adults  recently  complete 
the  Monroe  District  Certified  Lay 
Speakers  course.  Those  receiving 
certificates  were  Roger  Whitten. 
Tommy  Fuller,  David  Davis,  and 
Charlotte  Whitten.  Rev.  Howard  L. 
Hudson  is  pastor. 

*  *  • 

A  revival  was  held  recently  at 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC 
in  Bogalusa.  Dr.  Charles  Kinder, 
President  of  the  Foundation  for 
Evangelism  in  Lake  Junaluska, 
North  Carolina,  was  the  evangelist. 
Mrs.  Kinder  also  contributed  her 
talents  in  music  to  lead  the  congre¬ 
gation  in  hymns.  Rev.  John  R.  Johns 
is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Sarah  Carson,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  Carson,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Stephens  UMC  in  Bossier 
City,  recently  won  first  place  in 


Microbiology  in  the  Junior  High 
Division  of  the  State  Science  Fair 
in  Baton  Rouge.  Her  project  was 
entitled  “Well  Depth  Versus  Coli- 
form  Count.” 

♦  *  * 

Mike  Keller,  Director  of  Music  and 
Fine  Arts  at  Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette, 
has  recently  been  elected  to  become 
the  next  Chairman  of  Area  VI  of  the 
American  Guild  of  English  Hand 
Bell  Ringers,  Inc.  The  election  was 
held  among  the  members  of  the 
Guild  in  the  five  states  that  make 
up  Area  Vi  of  the  Guild.  Mike  has 
served  as  Louisiana  State  Chairman 
for  the  past  two  and  one  half  years, 
organizing  state  programs  and 
workshops,  editing  the  state’s 
monthly  newsletter,  and  serving  on 
the  Area  Board  of  Directors,  which 
is  made  up  of  elected  officers  and 
chairpersons  representing  each  Of 
the  states  in  the  area.  As  chairman- 
elect,  he  will  be  responsible  for  the 
next  Area  VI  Festival  in  1991,  and 
in  two  years  will  become  Chairman, 
join  the  Guild’s  National  Board  of 
Directors,  serve  on  the  faculty  of 
National  Festivals  and  the  National 
Directors  Convention,  and  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  Guild’s  education¬ 
al  programs  in  the  area.  Rev.  Stone 
W.  Caraway  is  pastor. 
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Editorial; 


How's  your  prayer  life? 


The  editor  of  another  church 
publication  recently  reported  that 
he'd  “stumbled”  upon  a  new  idea 
for  his  prayer  life.  We  like  it. 

The  Rev.  G.  Ross  Freeman,  editor 
of  Georgia’s  “Wesleyan  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate,”  said  he’s  discovered  that  the 
daily  newspaper  contains  “enough 
screaming  for  prayer  to  keep  Chris¬ 
tians  on  their  knees  for  hours.” 

"Now  I  read  the  morning  paper  or 
listen  to  the  morning  news  with  a 
pencil  to  note  items  that  must  be  of 
concern  to  God,”  Dr.  Freeman  said. 

The  noted  items,  he  continued, 
become  the  objects  of  his  interces¬ 
sory  prayer  throughout  the  day. 

This  idea  is  noteworthy  for  its 
simple  yet  dynamic  creativity.  It  re¬ 
flects  an  underlying  attitude  toward 
prayer  that  is  refreshing  in  its  confi¬ 
dence  and  boldness. 

That  attitude;  Disciplined  prayer 
should  be  part  of  the  warp  and  woof 
of  every  Christian’s  way  of  life. 

Far  from  being  a  practice  restrict¬ 
ed  to  special  times  and  places — for 
example,  Sunday  mornings  at  1 1 
o’clock — an  attitude  of  prayer  is  ap¬ 
propriate  every  day  from  the  time 
we  arise  to  the  time  we  go  to  bed. 

Moreover,  as  an  expression  of 
faith  in  the  word  made  flesh,  an  on¬ 
going  prayer  life  is  rooted  in  the  be¬ 


lief  that  God  constantly  cares  about 
and  is  involved  with  the  messy  real¬ 
ity  of  a  troubled  world. 

We  wish  such  an  attitude  toward 
prayer  were  shared  more  widely 
than  it  seemingly  is. 

In  our  action-oriented  world, 
even  many  of  us  who  call  ourselves 
Christians  trivialize  prayer  as  a  last 
resort  to  be  pursued  when  all  else 
fails.  And  to  numerous  supposedly 
“worldly”  critics,  prayer  is  merely  a 
cowardly  way  to  escape  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  life’s  problems. 

The  witness  of  countless  women 
and  men  of  God  across  the  ages  sug¬ 
gests  otherwise.  It  shows  that  ongo- 
ing  communion  with  God  via 
praise,  thanksgiving,  confession  and 
intercession  for  others  is  integral  to 
a  life  that  is  joyful,  realistic  and 
profoundly  meaningful. 

How  active  and  disciplined  is 
your  prayer  life?  Does  it  include — 
at  a  minimum — the  offering  of 
grace  at  meals  and  regular  moments 
of  intercessory  “sentence  prayers” 
for  people  you  know — or  perhaps 
inspired,  like  Dr.  Freeman,  by  news 
of  the  day? 

If  so,  you  doubtless  have  firsthand 
reason  to  believe  the  poet’s  insight 
that  “more  things  are  wrought  by 
prayer  than  this  world  dreams  of.” 


Contest:  Can  you  spot  it? 


Many  Reporter  readers 
have  noted,  mostly  with  fa¬ 
vor,  their  church  newspaper's 
redesigned  format,  including 
larger  type,  a  new  headline 
style,  use  of  color,  shorter  ar¬ 
ticles  and  expanded  feedback 
opportunities. 

However,  no  one  has  noted 
one  visible  innovation  that 
Reporter  editors  consider 
symbolically  important. 

Can  you  identify  that  inno¬ 
vation? 

If  so,  what  significance  do 
you  read  into  it? 

We  will  award  to  the  first 
50  readers  who  identify  that 
innovation  a  related  print  of 
an  original  pen-and-ink  draw¬ 
ing  by  Reporter  artist  Tom 
Gibson.  In  addition,  we  will 
publish  some  of  the  best  re¬ 
sponses  commenting  on  its 
significance. 

Write:  Innovation,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275,  or  leave  a  re¬ 
corded  message  on  the 
Reporter  FaithUnc,  (214)  6.30- 
6499. 


Faith  Li  ne= 


Callers  say 
'yes/  'no' 
to  sanctions 


Letters  to  the  Editor : 


Critidsms  strike  uncomfortably  close  to  home 


William  Willimon’s  criticisms  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
strike  uncomfortably  close  to  home 
(see  UMR,  July  7). 

1  have  lived  in  three  different  dis¬ 
tricts  in  the  past  five  years.  In  only 
one  of  them  was  a  serious  effort 
made  to  reach  out  to  the  disadvan¬ 
taged.  The  other  two  gave  the  im¬ 
pression  that  the  poor  could, 
basically,  go  to  Hell. 

While  church  ministers  were  able 
to  help  out  a  few  individual  cases, 
most  people  asking  for  help  would 


be  given  a  referral  to  either  Catholic 
Charities,  the  Salvation  Army  or  to 
one  of  local  underfunded,  under¬ 
staffed  ecumenical  ministries. 

1  was  reared  to  believe  that  being 
a  Christian  means  that  one  tries  to 
be  both  a  follower  of  Christ  and  a 
representative  of  Him  in  the  world. 
I  understand  that  to  mean  we  are  to 
participate  in  these  activities  as  we 
try  to  live  holy,  sanctified  lives.  So¬ 
cial  work  shouldn’t  be  left  to  “ex¬ 
perts,”  nor  is  holiness  the  “job”  of 
the  minister. 


Only  rarely  does  the  state  ask  the 
church  for  help.  Usually  the  situa¬ 
tion  is  reversed.  Maybe  we  should 
pause  to  ask  ourselves,  both  indi¬ 
vidually  and  as  a  denomination,  if 
our  agenda  is  God’s  agenda. 

John  Bozeman 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Thanks  be  to  God! 

Having  heard  William  Willi¬ 
mon’s  sermons  and  having  read  his 
books,  I  suggest  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  rise  up  and  re- 


Pontius'  Puddle 


when  does  yoor. 

CONGREGATION  „ 
ISSUE  ALTAR  CALLS  f 


USUALLY  AT 

BUSINESS 

fAEETlNGrS. 


BUSINESS  — 
MEETING-S  \ 


yE AM.  THEY  CALL 
FOR  1AE  TO 
ALTERTHIS 
ALTER  TUAT-- 


Faithfully  yours : 


Let  Jesus  meet  'Swamp  Thing'! 


I’ve  bought  my  last  DC  Comic. 
It’s  all  because  of  “Swamp  Thing.” 

“Swamp  Thing,”  a  part-human, 
part-vegetable 
hero,  was  prevent¬ 
ed  from  meeting  J 
Jesus  in  the  June 
issue.  DC’s  editor- 
pulled  a  story  she 
thought  would  of¬ 
fend  readers. 

I  can  under¬ 
stand  her  reason¬ 
ing.  Lots  of  people,  especially  those 
who  flipped  out  over  “The  Last 
Temptation  of  Christ,”  would  be 
offended  by  such  a  notion. 

I’m  not.  In  fact,  I’m  more  of¬ 
fended  that  the  story  was  shredded. 

Why?  Because  DC  Comics,  albeit 
for  good  intentions,  has  repeated 
the  mistake  Jesus’  disciples  made 
when  they  tried  to  stop  the  children 
from  meeting  Him. 

One  of  the  clearest  lessons  in  the 


Cynthia  Astle 


Gospels  is  Jesus’  accessibility.  He 
ate  with  tax  collectors  and  sinners. 
He  lived  and  worked  among  the 
poor.  He  healed  lepers,  the  most  de¬ 
spised  outcasts  of  their  day. 

Most  of  all,  He  gave  up  His  godly 
form  to  take  on  that  of  a  human  be¬ 
ing,  so  that  He  might  model  what 
God  intends  human  life  to  be. 

In  stopping  the  “Swamp  Thing” 
story,  I  think  DC  has  done  its  read¬ 
ers  a  disservice. 

Think  of  the  lost  potential  to  con¬ 
vey  the  message  of  Jesus’  accessibil¬ 
ity  through  a  medium  frequented 
by  children  and  teen-agers. 

That  accessibility  could  be  taught 
through  just  one  question — “Mom, 
could  Swamp  Thing  really  meet  Je¬ 
sus?” 

The  short  answer,  of  course,  is 
“No,  he’s  not  a  real  character.” 

But  a  better  answer  would  be; 
“Not  really.  He’s  a  Fictional  charac¬ 
ter.  But  you  could  consider  his  story 


something  called  an  ‘allegory.’ 
That’s  a  story  in  which  a  character 
who  isn’t  real  sort  of  ‘stands  in’  for 
a  human,  as  a  way  of  showing  you 
something  real  and  important. 

“In  other  words,  if  Jesus  cares 
enough  to  meet  ‘Swamp  Thing,’  He 
is  available  to  meet  anyone.  Think 
how  fortunate  we  are  that  we  can 
meet  Jesus  not  just  in  a  story  but  for 
real.” 

Keeping  Jesus  from  meeting 
"Swamp  Thing” — and  thereby  also 
thousands  of  youngsters  who  aren’t 
being  reached  by  more  traditional 
methods — is  but  one  of  many  small 
examples  of  how  our  culture  tends  to 
insulate  people  from  Christian  truth. 

“Jesus  said,  ‘Let  the  children  come 
to  me,  and  do  not  hinder  them,  for  to 
such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heav¬ 
en’  ”  (Matthew  1 9: 1 4,  RSV). 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Cynthia  Astle  is  associate  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


spond,  “Thanks  be  to  God!”  (see 
UMR,  July  7). 

However,  if  Brother  Willimon 
truly  feels  that  he  is  the  “last  surviv¬ 
ing  Methodist,”  he  might  recall 
what  YAHWEH  said  to  another 
“rebel”  as  recorded  in  1  Kings 
19:18. 

Thank  you  for  the  new  format  and 
the  continuing  balanced  reporting. 

Robert  A.  Mulligan 
Mahomet,  Illinois 

You're  no  hero  of  mine 

The  unnamed  writer  of  the  July  7 
editorial  headlined,  “He  thought  he 
was  invincible,”  was  very  humble 
himself  when  he  alone  tried  and 
convicted  several  people. 

Even  The  United  Methodist 
Church  believes  in  our  idea  of  law 
that  a  person  is  innocent  until 
proved  guilty  by  a  jury  of  his  peers. 

Stars  and  heroes?  You  ain’t  no 
hero  of  mine. 

Grant  Jacobs 
Red  Oak,  Texas 

Merger  story  corrected 

I  would  like  to  correct  two  bits  of 
misinformation  that  appeared  in  the 
July  14  issue  of  the  Reporter.  The 
statement  headlined,  “Still  more 
mergers?”  regarding  a  possible  merg¬ 
er  of  the  Memphis  and  Tennessee 
conferences  is  incorrect. 

Although  the  offices  of  these  two 
conferences  are  both  in  Tennessee, 
the  Memphis  conference  has  ap¬ 
proximately  100  of  its  local 
churches  located  in  seven  counties 
of  western  Kentucky.  Therefore,  the 
possible  merger  would  not  be  an 
“intrastate”  one. 


Additionally,  these  annual  con¬ 
ferences  have  not  started  the  con¬ 
solidation  process.  Rather,  they  are 
studying  the  feasibility  of  merger  in 
a  joint  committee.  The  committee’s 
proposal  will  be  presented  to  both 
conferences  for  their  consideration 
at  the  1991  sessions. 

James  Finger 
Jackson,  Tennessee 

Article  was  misleading 

In  the  June  23  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter,  the  article  headlined,  “Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  to  honor  Evangelical 
church  pioneer,”  stated  that  the 
Evangelical  Association  was  a  fore¬ 
runner  of  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church. 

That  seemed  somewhat  mislead¬ 
ing  to  me  because  the  Evangelical 
Association  was  defunct  for  24 
years  before  the  beginning  of  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  E.U.B.  Church. 

The  Evangelical  Association  was 
organized  in  1816  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  and  leadership  of  Jacob  Al¬ 
bright.  In  1891  a  disagreement  arose 
among  its  members,  and  a  number  of 
members  and  pastors  left  the  church. 

In  1 892  this  breakaway  group  or¬ 
ganized  the  United  Evangelical 
Church.  The  two  churches  labored 
side  by  side  until  1922.  At  that  time 
they  reunited  and  became  The 
Evangelical  Church.  In  1946  the 
Evangelical  Church  and  the  United 
Brethren  Church  came  together  and 
became  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church. 

At  that  point  the  Evangelical  As¬ 
sociation  was  long  gone. 

John  Cooper 

Somerville,  Massachusetts 


What  others  are  saying = 


I  The  United  Methodist 
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“The  change  most  needed  in  our 
churches  is  for  a  new  expenditure  of 
energy  in  behalf  of  Christ’s  work 
and  way.  And  United  Methodism 
has  plenty  of  room  to  accommodate 
all  of  that  which  any  pastor  or  con- 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Truly,  I  say  to  you,  unless  you 
'urn  and  become  like  children,  you 
will  never  enter  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.” 


gregation  can  muster.  If  we  have  to 
hide  our  United  Methodist  identity 
to  get  and  keep  new  members,  we 
■  have  traded  our  historic  identity  for 
a  mess  of  popular  pottage.” 

— Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Area 

i  *  »  * 

“Some  of  us  think  faith  gives  us 
permission  to  sit  on  our  salvation 
all  day  while  the  liberal  do-gooders 
do  all  the  good.  That’s  a  hang-up 
that  does  more  than  jeopardize  the 
future  of  the  church;  It  can  imperil 
our  souls.” 

— Philip  E.  Jenks,  executive  editor, 
“The  American  Baptist” 


Callers  from  across  the  country 
responded  to  our  July  14  FaithLine 
question:  “Is  support  for  economic 
sanctions  the  best  way  for  Chris¬ 
tians  to  combat  South  African 
apartheid?”  Here’s  a  sampling  of 
their  responses: 

Christy  Schweikhardt,  Houston:  I 

have  been  to  South  Africa,  and  I 
know  that  sanctions  are  not  the  best 
way  to  stop  apartheid.  We  should 
be  offering  cash  incentives  for  cer¬ 
tain  reforms  and  sending  money 
and  teachers  to  educate  the  children 
in  the  townships. 

Don  Hershman,  Princeton,  Ky.:  I 
think  the  answer  is  absolutely  not. 

In  the  long  term  it  might  have  the 
desired  effect,  but  in  the  short  term 
it  risks  wreaking  economic  havoc 
that  is  going  to  have  dramatic  ef¬ 
fects  on  the  people  that  you  are  try¬ 
ing  to  help.  You  can  also  start  a 
completely  new  political  problem 
that  could  result  in  massive  civil 
upheaval  even  worse  than  what  we 
are  seeing  now. 

LeBaron  Taylor,  Altadena,  Calif.: 

Remember  when  African-Ameri¬ 
cans  were  told  to  go  slowly  in  the 
1960s,  that  economic  boycotts 
would  not  work,  that  the  ones  hurt 
the  most  would  be  the  ones  that  we 
were  trying  to  help?  The  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  promised  a  change 
through  its  diplomatic  policies,  and 
it  was  still  business  as  usual. 

Jack  Hughes,  Houston:  1  am  a 
United  Methodist  and  a  Shell  em¬ 
ployee,  and  I  have  never  believed 
that  the  sanctions  are  effective  or 
that  sanctions  are  fair  to  U.S.  citi¬ 
zens  who  work  for  Shell  and  other 
targeted  companies.  I  have  contin¬ 
ued  to  support  the  church  because  I 
believe  the  supporters  of  sanctions 
within  the  church  have  good  inten¬ 
tions,  but  they  are  misinformed. 
The  Gallup  poll  supports  my  belief 
that  sanctions  are  not  effective,  and 
I’m  wondering  how  long  it  is  going 
to  take  the  pro-sanction  people  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
become  realistic  in  their  views. 

Barbara  Brayton,  Denver:  1  do 

support  sanctions  because  I  feel  that 
constructive  engagement  has  failed. 

I  would  be  interested  in  the  wording 
of  the  Gallup  poll. 

Alice  Barth,  Bethel  Park,  Pa.:  I 

don’t  believe  that  coercion  and  in¬ 
timidation  by  sanctions  are  the  best 
way  to  solve  the  problems,  and  it  has 
never  made  sense  to  me  to  force  the 
pull-out  of  companies  that  were  ef¬ 
fecting  a  change  for  the  better.  It 
would  be  best  to  encourage  change 
through  the  use  of  our  investments 
in  United  Methodist  pension  mon¬ 
ey,  by  setting  examples  of  Christian 
conduct  in  business  relationships  in 
South  Africa  rather  than  pulling  out. 

Virginia  Reynolds,  Shoreview, 
Minn.:  I  think  we  have  tried  sanc¬ 
tions,  and  1  don’t  think  they  are 
working.  Many  of  our  U.S.  compa¬ 
nies  have  moved  out  and  sold  to 
white  South  Africans,  and  they 
don’t  begin  to  treat  them  the  way 
our  companies  did. 

Jerry  Clark,  League  City,  Texas:  I 
was  unaware  of  any  serious  discus¬ 
sion  of  apartheid  in  my  community 
until  the  subject  of  economic  sanc¬ 
tions  arose.  I  believe  in  prayer,  but  I 
also  believe  that  as  the  world  media 
publicizes  the  debate  on  sanctions, 
the  South  African  constitution, 
which  was  created  and  exists  under 
a  banner  of  Christianity,  will  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  worldwide  opinion  as  blas¬ 
phemous  and  an  abomination. 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Proverbs  11:21) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  30 

Monday:  Psalms  20: 1  -9 
Tuesday:  Psalms  2 1 : 1  -7 
Wednesday:  2  Kings  5: 1  - 1 5b 
Thursday:  Luke  11:1-13 
Friday:  Luke  11:14-23 
Saturday:  Colossians  2:6- 1 5 
Sunday:  Colossians  2: 1 6-23 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  sim- 
ple-to-prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own 
church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter's  complete  religious  news  coverage  on 
the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prepa¬ 
ration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased  congre¬ 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  752664)275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 


Faith  in  the  world 
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Faith - 

watch 

CHOIR  IN  RESIDENCE:  The  choral 
group  from  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Houston  is  to  be  the  choir-in-residence  July  31- 
Aug.  6  at  London’s  famed 
Westminster  Abbey'.  The  ,  ' 
choir  was  chosen  from  an 
audition  tape  after  singing  , 
briefly  at  the  abbey  in  1987.  '  ■> 

The  Houstonians  are  to  sing 
evensong  services  each  eve¬ 
ning  except  Wednesday  and 
matins  (morning  prayer)  and  ^ 

eucharistic  services  Aug.  6.  Robert  Brewer 

Choirmaster  Robert  Brewer  is  to  present  an  organ 
recital  at  Westminster. 

'AND  NOW  A  WORD.,.':  CLeaR- 

TV,  a  Christian  leaders’  coalition  that  includes 
United  Methodist  bishops  among  its  1,600  mem¬ 
bers,  has  announced  a  one-year  boycott  of  two 
companies.  The  group  claims  the  firms  were 
among  top  sponsors  of  TV  shows  depicting  sex, 
violence  and  profanity  during  the  recent  April  27- 
May  24  “sweeps”  rating  period.  The  Rev.  Billy  A. 
Melvin,  CLeaR-TV’s  chief  executive,  said  the 
Mennen  Co.  and  Clorox  Corp.  ignored  repeated 
requests  not  to  sponsor  specific  TV  programs. 

COMMUNICATOR  DIES:  The 

Rev.  Wesley  E.  Brashares,  67,  founding  director 
of  what  was  believed  to  be  Methodism’s  first  re¬ 
gional  communications  program,  died  July  20 
at  his  South  Bend,  Ind.,  home  following  a  heart 
attack.  He  was  public  relations  director  of  the 
Methodist  Church’s  Indiana  Area  1949-52. 

JUDICIARY  PIONEER:  Kathryn  M. 

Grove,  the  first  woman  elected  to  the  Judicial 
Council  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  died 
June  22  in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  at  age  75.  With 
her  late  husband.  Dr.  D.  Dwight  Grove,  she 
served  as  a  missionary  from  1939-42  in  Sierra 
Leone.  After  the  two  settled  in  Philadelphia  in 
the  1950s,  she  became  active  in  the  local  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  Church,  a  predecessor 
body  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  She  was 
president  of  the  E.U.B.  Women’s  Society  of 
World  Service  1966-68. 

A  BAD  BREAK:  Carol  Walker,  a  United 
Methodist  who  had  been  an  English  teacher  in 
China  through  a  National  Council  of  Churches 
program  (see  UMR,  June  16),  is  recuperating 
from  surgery  to  repair  a  broken  leg.  She  was 
hurt  in  a  bicycle  accident  while  on  her  way  to 
church  in  Nanjing  June  11  and  underwent  ex¬ 
tensive  surgery  four  days  later  in  Hong  Kong. 
At  home  in  Austin,  Texas,  she  told  the  Reporter 
last  week  that  because  of  the  injury,  she  won’t 
go  back  to  China  this  fall  as  scheduled.  She 
hopes  to  return  to  Nanjing  in  February  1990  to 
complete  her  two-year  teaching  term. 

EASE  DEBT:  Just  before  he  left  for  the 
Paris  economic  summit,  President  Bush  heard  a 
dozen  top  U.S.  and  Mexi- 
can  Roman  Catholic  bish-  Kv 
ops  call  for  steps  to  ease  the  I  ;g|Bs 

crushing  debt  burden  on  V 
less  developed  countries.  H  — 

“As  pastors,  we  are  deeply  H 

anguished  by  the  devastat-  H 

ing  effects  of  the  debt  on  i;Si31 

real  people,  especially  the  H  'T  JBp'i 

world’s  poor,  who  had  no  George  Bush 

voice  in  creating  the  debt  and  received  minimal 

benefit  from  it,”  the  bishops  told  Mr.  Bush. 

SLIME  HATH  ITS  LIMITS:  Jesus 
won’t  meet  the  "Swamp  Thing.”  DC  Comics 
canceled  the  June  issue  in  which  the  half-hu¬ 
man,  half-plant  character  named  Swamp  Thing 
meets  Jesus  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane,  said 
“Time"  magazine.  DC  Comics  editor  Jenette 
Kahn  decided  the  concept  might  be  “offensive 
to  many  of  our  readers.”  Swamp  Thing  has  been 
time  traveling  in  a  recent  story  line,  meeting 
such  characters  as  Adolf  Hitler  and  King  Ar¬ 
thur.  Writer  Rick  Veitch  resigned  in  protest, 
saying,  "1  expected  the  same  editorial  freedom 
that  goes  with  writing  a  novel.” 

NEW  STRATEGIES:  More  than  3,500 

evangelical  Christians  meeting  in  Manila  last 
week  were  told  that  new  missionary  strategies 
were  needed  if  Christians  were  to  spread  the 
Gospel  throughout  the  world  by  A.D.  2000.  One 
report  at  the  session,  known  as  Lausanne  II, 
noted  that  93  percent  of  the  world’s  missionar¬ 
ies  reach  only  half  the  world’s  peoples. 

NOT  A  CRIME:  Church  Women  Unit¬ 
ed,  a  Christian  women's  coalition  heretofore 
neutral  on  abortion,  went  on  record  opposing 
any  attempt  to  make  abortion  a  criminal  act. 
The  move  came  following  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court’s  recent  Webster  decision.  Church  Wom¬ 
en  United’s  Common  Council  voted  96-7  to  op¬ 
pose  criminalization.  The  national  ecumenical 
body  includes  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Orthodox  women. 

TABLOID  BORN:  After  33  years, 

"The  Episcopalian,"  an  independent  magazine 
chronicling  life  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  is  to  be 
replaced  by  a  tabloid  newspaper.  Beginning  Jan¬ 
uary  1990,  “Episcopal  Life”  is  to  be  published 
under  direction  of  a  10-member  board  of  gover¬ 
nors.  The  editor-in-chief  is  to  report  to  the 
church’s  presiding  bishop.  Continuing  financial 
difficulties  forced  the  magazine’s  demise. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


mm 


."!H 


r7ts 


Jo  1 

mmDNftfloBSTMN 


Chaplains  assist  survivors  of  crash 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

One  United  Methodist  hospi¬ 
tal  chaplain  will  never  forget 
where  he  was  last  week  when  he 
learned  that  United  Airlines 
Flight  232  had  crashed  near 
Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

The  Rev.  Steven  H.  Pohlman, 
chaplain  at  St.  Luke’s  Regional 
Medical  Center  in  Sioux  City, 
and  five  seminary  interns  were 
en  route  home  from  a  retreat  at 
Grinnell  College  in  Grinnell, 
Iowa. 

They  had  stopped  at  a  restau¬ 
rant  in  Mondamin,  Iowa,  about 
70  miles  south  of  Sioux  City. 

"We  were  swatting  at  flies 
and  joking  with  the  waitress,” 
he  said,  “and  when  she  learned 
where  we  were  from,  she  said, 
’Oh,  wasn’t  that  a  terrible  trage¬ 
dy,  that  plane  crashing?’  ” 

Hearing  the  grim  news,  they 
canceled  their  menu  orders  and 
hurried  home  to  help  counsel 
survivors  and  relatives  of  the 
victims,  Mr.  Pohlman  said. 

Chaplains  work  all  night 

They  arrived  at  the  hospital 
about  8  p.m.  and  worked  late 
into  the  night  consoling  some 
badly  injured  and  distraught 
survivors,  he  said. 

News  reports  late  last  week 
indicated  that  186  of  the  296 
passengers  survived  the  crash, 
thanks  to  the  flight  crew.  It  put 


the  badly  damaged  DC- 10  jet 
down  just  70  feet  short  of  the 
airport  runway. 

Although  many  of  the  injured 
were  treated  at  area  hospitals 
and  later  released,  59  were  ad¬ 
mitted — most  seriously  injured. 
Mr.  Pohlman  said. 

One  chaplaincy  intern  spent 
an  emotional  night  in  the  hospi¬ 
tal’s  burn  unit,  he  said. 

“He  stayed  at  the  bedside  of  a 
passenger  with  bums  over  95 
percent  of  his  body,  talking  and 
praying  with  him,”  the  chaplain 
said. 

Much  counseling  was  done 
with  passengers  who  had 
walked  away  from  the  disaster, 
Mr.  Pohlman  said. 

"Those  who  survived  are  go¬ 
ing  through  various  stages — 
shock,  disbelief,  numbness, 
gratefulness  and  some  feelings 
of  guilt,"  Mr.  Pohlman  said. 

Team  includes  3  UMs 

The  chaplaincy  interns,  who 
helped  survivors  work  through 
those  reactions,  included  three 
United  Methodist  students — 
David  Clark  of  Yale  Divinity 
School  in  New  Haven,  Conn.; 
Laurie  Riley  of  Garrett-Evan¬ 
gelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill.;  and  Michelle 
Craig  of  St.  Paul  School  of  The¬ 
ology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

They  were  part  of  a  massive 
response  to  the  emergency  by 


the  Sioux  City  area’s  religious 
community. 

The  Red  Cross  asked  clerics 
the  day  following  the  crash  to 
provide  counseling  around  the 
clock  in  four-hour  shifts,  said  the 
Rev.  John  P.  Hantla  Jr.,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  who  directs  Sioux 
City’s  Goodwill  Industries. 

“While  there  were  stories  of 
miracles,  there  were  also  fam- 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Peggy  Railey’s  congregation 
hopes  to  raise  $50,000  with  a 
huge  garage  sale  to  assist  the  co¬ 
matose  assault  victim  when  her 
health  insurance  expires . 

First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas  is  gathering 
items  for  the  Sept.  8- 1 0  sale. 

Mrs.  Railey,  wife  of  former 
United  Methodist  pastor  Walk¬ 
er  Railey,  was  beaten  and 
choked  April  22,  1987,  at  her 
Dallas  home. 

"Our  church  has  had  success 
in  smaller  versions  of  this  type 
of  sale,”  said  sale  coordinator 
Myron  Brady.  "We’re  taking 
anything  anyone  will  give  us.” 

In  June,  the  North  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference  approved 


ilies  for  whom  there  were  no 
miracles,”  he  said. 

Many  survivors  had  family 
members  among  the  missing 
and  presumed  dead,  said  Mr. 
Hantla. 

“One  was  a  women  whose  2- 
year-old  child  was  still  unac¬ 
counted  for,”  he  said. 

An  ecumenical  prayer  service 
was  conducted  July  20  in  Sioux 
City. 


plans  to  help  Mrs.  Railey’s  par¬ 
ents  find  financial  resources  for 
her  care. 

As  a  temporary  measure,  the 
conference  obtained  a  two-year 
extension  of  Mrs.  Railey’s  med¬ 
ical  coverage,  said  Beverly 
Brooks,  the  conference’s  insur¬ 
ance  commission  chairwoman. 

“Our  feeling  is  that  Peggy  is 
ours  and  is  one  of  us  and  she  al¬ 
ways  will  be,”  said  Ms.  Brooks. 
“We  want  her  cared  for.” 

But  for  Mrs.  Railey,  the 
spouse  of  a  former  conference 
employee,  the  insurance  com¬ 
mission  really  had  no  option  for 
"further  extensions,”  said  Ms. 
Brooks. 

“The  trust  fund  is  to  take  up 
the  slack  where  Medicare  may 
not,"  she  said. 


NEW  1990 

SKIING  AT  GLORIETA 
AND  RIDGECREST 

Glorieta 

New  Year’s  Ski  Bible  Conference 
December  28-January  1 
Holiday  Ski  Bible  Conference 
January  12-16 

Sweetheart  Ski  Bible  Conference 
February  9-13 

Carnival  Ski  Bible  Conference 
February  24-28 
Spring  Skifest  1 
March  10-14 
Spring  Skifest  2 
March  17-21 
Spring  Skifest  3 
March  24-28 

Ongoing  Ski  Bible  Conference 
December  8 — April  1 5 


Call  or  write  for  more  information: 
Glorieta  Baptist  Conference  Center 
Box  8 

Glorieta,  NM  87535 
(505)  757-6161 


Ridgecrest 

New  Year's  Ski  Bible  Conference 
December  29-January  1 
Holiday  Ski  Bible  Conference 
January  12-15 

Sweetheart  Ski  Bible  Conference 
February  9-1 1 

Ongoing  Ski  Bible  Conference 
January  1 — February  16 


Call  or  write  for  more  information: 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center 
Box  128 

Ridgecrest,  NC  28770 
(704)  669-8022 


Church  plans  giant  sale 
to  raise  Peggy  Railey  aid 


'Announce  the  presence  of  God/  bishop  tells  men 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind.— 
Speakers  at  the  5th  International 
Congress  of  United  Methodist 
Men  ranged  from  episcopal  lead¬ 
ers  to  nationally  known  clergy 
and  laymen. 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Illi¬ 
nois  Area)  told  the  group  meeting 
July  14-16  that  men  “are  seen  less 
and  less  in  the  church."  That’s  be¬ 
cause  many  have  forgotten  how  to 
share  God’s  Good  News. 

“You  must  be  an  agent  for 
change  and  then  move  into  the 
world  and  announce  the  presence 


of  God,”  said  the  bishop. 

“Make  Jesus  real  in  the  corpo¬ 
rate  board  rooms,  where  profits 
are  more  important  than  people. 
Make  Jesus  real  in  the  meeting 
when  your  church  says,  ‘We 
won’t  have  a  pastor  unless  he’s 
white.’  Make  Jesus  real  when  the 
hungry  and  the  homeless  are  os¬ 
tracized  by  your  community.” 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Hinson, 
senior  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston — 
largest  congregation  in  the  de¬ 
nomination — said  one  reason 
more  men  aren’t  active  in  the 
church  is  that  men  are  afraid  to 


respond  to  God’s  call. 

“Just  like  Moses,  the  men  of 
the  church  are  saying,  ‘Why  me. 
Lord?’  ’’  Dr.  Hinson  said.  “  ‘The 
people  won’t  listen  to  me.  And 
anyway,  I’m  not  every  eloquent.’ 

"But  lack  of  ability  is  not  our 
problem.  Our  problem  is  not 
ability,  but  avail-ability.  When 
we  face  our  crucified  Lord  one 
day,  he’s  not  going  to  want  to 
know  how  many  home  runs 
we've  made.  He  is  going  to  want 
to  know  if  we’ve  been  to  the  bat¬ 
ters’  box.” 

Bill  Curry,  head  football  coach 
for  the  University  of  Alabama, 


told  a  hushed  crowd  that  his  rea¬ 
son  for  coming  to  the  meeting 
wasn’t  that  he  was  a  winning 
football  coach.  It  was  that  he 
wanted  the  United  Methodist 
Men  to  go  back  to  their  commu¬ 
nities  and  help  redefine  what 
winning  means  to  society. 

“Sometimes  it  just  looks  hope¬ 
less,  and  you  think.  ‘Why  don’t  I 
just  do  like  them — cheat — be¬ 
cause  I’m  afraid  I’ll  lose  my 
job,’  ”  said  Mr.  Curry.  “We’re 
locked  up  by  fear.  God  gave  you 
a  choice,  and  it’s  no  one  else’s 
choice  what  you  are  today. 

“We  need  to  address  this  issue 


of  fear,  because  the  Master  gave 
His  life  to  show  us  how  to  live 
and  how  to  die." 

The  layman  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.,  played  for  the  Green  Bay 
Packers  and  helped  win  a  Super 
Bowl  under  legendary  Coach 
Vince  Lombardi. 

Before  he  began  a  career  in  pro 
football.  Mr.  Curry  was  a  student 
at  UM-related  Candler  School  of 
Theology  at  Emory  University  in 
Atlanta.  However,  he  said  he  re¬ 
alized  his  ministry  was  on  the 
football  field,  not  in  the  pulpit. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


Enthusiasm  was  shown  in 
many  ways,  like  the  colored  vests 
and  red-checkered  shirts  worn  by 
men  from  the  Central  Illinois 
conference  or  hats  the  men  of  the 
North  Georgia  conference  wore 
continually — except  during  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

Even  98-year-old  Earl  Johnson 
of  Dearborn,  Mich.,  believed  to 
be  the  oldest  participant,  was  up 
past  midnight  every  night  for  the 
buzz  sessions  and  the  ice  cream 
socials. 

"I’ve  been  a  United  Methodist 
man  all  my  life,”  he  said.  “It’s 
great!" 


missions  muscle 


flex 


Activities  included: 

✓  79  workshops  related  to 
United  Methodist  Men’s  new 
emphasis  on  evangelism,  mission 
and  spiritual  life. 

✓  A  prayer  center  logging 
some  200  calls  from  across  the 
country.  Callers  requested  on- 
the-spot  prayers  from  United 
Methodist  Men  answering  the 
phones  and  from  the  giant  plena¬ 
ry  sessions. 

/  Three  athletic  events,  start¬ 
ing  at  6  a.m.  Proceeds  went  to  the 
proposed  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Africa  University.  Some  500 
men  registered  for  the  “walk/ 


fun  run,”  the  largest  group  ever 
participating  in  those  events. 

/  Rousing  “sing-a-longs”  led 
by  music  evangelist  Bill  Mann  of 
Richardson,  Texas,  with  music 
from  a  songbook  commissioned 
for  the  meeting. 

/  A  presentation  of  “Came- 
lot"  by  the  Oak  Street  Players  of 
First-Centenary  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.  The  production  included 
commentary  on  how  the  musical 
illustrated  such  issues  as  unfaith¬ 
fulness,  violence,  greed,  and  mis¬ 
use  of  power. 


WEST  LAYFAYETTE,  Ind.— (Left)  Some 
of  the  5,200  participants  at  the  5th  In¬ 
ternational  Congress  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  file  into  Memorial  Union  at 
Purdue  University.  The  union  building 
was  the  hub  for  food  and  fellowship. 
(Right)  James  Flint,  president  of  the 
men's  fellowship  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  is  the 
first  to  cross  the  finish  line  during  a 
one-mile  "fun  run"  to  raise  money  for 
the  Africa  University.  (Bottom)  Men 
from  the  New  York  West  episcopal 
area  cheer  runners  and  walkers  on 
during  one  of  three  track  events  at  the 
congress.  Hundreds  of  men  took  part 
in  the  events,  run  along  the  streets  of 
West  Lafayette. 

PHOTOS  BY  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


5,200  UM  Men 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 


WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind.— If 
any  of  you  doubt  there  are  active 
laymen  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  5th  International 
Congress  of  United  Methodist 
Men  would  definitely  change 
your  mind. 

At  least  5,200  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  representing  each  of  the 
50  states  and  21  countries 
jammed  the  Purdue  University 
campus  July  14-16  for  a  gather¬ 
ing  with  the  theme,  “Uniting 
Men  in  Christ.  Many  Minis¬ 


tries — One  Spirit.” 

Officials  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship — parent  agency 
for  the  men’s  group — said  hun¬ 
dreds  of  men  were  turned  away 
for  lack  of  food  service  and  hous- 


lllfc. 

Charles  Jones  of  Van  Nuys, 
Calif.,  chairman  of  the  Disciple¬ 
ship  board’s  division  of  United 
Methodist  Men,  said,  “This  gath¬ 
ering  generates  a  sense  of  enthu¬ 
siasm,  inspiration  and  hope — 
hope  for  the  mission  of  Christ’s 
church.  [This  meeting]  helps  us 
define  the  role  that  men  should 
be  playing  in  that  mission.” 
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Faith  at  work 


|ULY  28,  1989 


Faith~ 

connections 

HALF-WAY  MARK:  Two  national 
United  Methodist  askings  are  making  a  good 
showing  during  the  first  six  months  of  1989.  To 
date,  $740,000  has  been  contributed  to  the  Afri¬ 
ca  University  Fund  and  $74,000  to  the  Native 
American  Sunday  offering.  Both  askings  were 
approved  by  the  1988  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  policymaking  legislative  body. 

A  LITTLE  CHARITY:  A  whirlwind  lob¬ 
bying  effort  by  non-profit  organizations  has 
blocked  a  congressional  proposal  to  curb  the 
amount  of  tax  deductions  allowed  for  charitable 
contributions.  The  Independent  Sector,  an  um¬ 
brella  group  of  650  religious  and  secular  non¬ 
profit  agencies,  called  its  members  to  head  off 
the  proposal  introduced  by  Rep.  Donald  Pease 
(D-Ohio)  as  a  way  of  raising  tax  revenue. 

NEW  SUPERINTENDENT:  The 

Rev.  Charles  Pinkston  has  been  appointed  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference.  A  clergy  member  of  the  Kentucky 
conference,  he  is  a  graduate  of  Asbury  College 
and  Asbury  Theological  Seminary  at  Wilmore, 
Ky.  Prior  to  coming  to  Red  Bird,  Dr.  Pinkson 
served  several  pastorates  as  superintendent  of 
the  Ashland  District. 

MOVIE  CRITICS:  Corinne  Straehle,  a 
Long  Island  (N.Y.)  theater  owner,  has  urged 
churches  to  support  good  movies  rather  than 
draw  attention  to  those  they  find  objectionable, 
such  as  "The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ.”  Ms. 
Straehle  began  calling  pastors  when  the  Acade¬ 
my  Award-winning  “Chariots  of  Fire”  and 
"Tender  Mercies” — with  themes  of  repentance 
and  mercy — did  not  do  well  in  her  theaters. 
Support  by  the  Long  Island  Council  of 
Churches  led  to  a  42-week  run  for  “Mercies.” 

BIBLES  LEAD  THE  WAY:  Teabags 

with  scripture  verses  on  the  tags,  fortune  cook¬ 
ies  containing  Bible  verses,  and  kitchen  sponges 
saying  “Keep  Afloat  with  God”  were  among 
items  offered  by  350  exhibitors  at  the  recent  an¬ 
nual  convention  of  the  Christian  Booksellers 
Association  in  Atlanta.  All  are  part  of  an  almost 
$3  billion-a-year  industry  growing  at  a  national 
average  of  6  percent  a  year.  Yet  Bibles  are  still 
the  mainstay  of  the  booksellers’  business,  ac¬ 
counting  for  sales  of  about  $200  million  a  year. 
New  this  year  were  the  Revised  English  Bible, 
the  Jewish  New  Testament  and  a  hand-held 
computer  version  of  the  Good  Book. 

THEOLOGICAL  CENTER:  Evange¬ 
lical  Christians  in  Japan  recently  dedicated  a  20- 
acre  campus  for  Tokyo  Christian  Institute  an 
hour’s  drive  from  downtown  Tokyo,  first  step  to¬ 
ward  a  full  university  to  specialize  in  Christian 
theology  and  missions.  If  granted  government  ap¬ 
proval,  the  university  will  open  in  1 990. 

BOOKLET  FOR  HOMELESS:  The 

American  Bible  Society  plans  to  publish  a  sec¬ 
ond  booklet  of  Scriptures  this  fall  expressly  for 
homeless  people.  The  Rev.  Robert  S.  House,  a 
society  official,  said  the  booklet,  “God  is  Al¬ 
ways  With  You,”  received  a  lot  of  positive  com¬ 
ment,  thanks  to  input  from  homeless  people 
and  professionals  who  work  with  them.  Men 
and  women  from  the  streets  of  New  York  are 
pictured  in  the  new  booket. 


Christians  must  'help  save  humanity' 

Social  activist  urges  UM  convocation  participants  'to  make  the  world  better' 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— It’s 
time  for  Christians  to  "capture 
the  moment”  and  help  save  hu¬ 
manity  from  certain  destruction. 

That  was  the  message  of  the 
Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin  Jr., 
prominent  United  Church  of 
Christ  minister  and  longtime  so¬ 
cial  activist,  to  the  recent  convo¬ 
cation  of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Worship, 
Music  and  Other  Arts. 

Genuine  spirituality  fosters  en¬ 
gagement  with  the  world,  not  es¬ 
cape  from  it,  said  Dr.  Coffin, 
former  senior  minister  of  River¬ 
side  Church  in  New  York. 

He’s  now  national  president  of 
SANE/FREEZE,  a  peace-with- 
justice  lobby  in  Washington. 

“Spirituality  is  all  about 
choices  and  causes,”  Dr.  Coffin 
asserted.  “Spirituality  refuses  to 
tolerate  the  intolerable.  We’re 
here  to  make  the  world  better." 

We  must  join  revolution 

To  do  that,  Christians  must 
engage  actively  in  the  “revolu¬ 
tion  of  rising  social-justice  expec¬ 
tations”  sweeping  the  planet,  he 
continued. 

“Only  by  conscious  choice  and 
deliberate  policy  can  humankind 
survive,”  Dr.  Coffin  contended. 

He  listed  three  moral  impera¬ 
tives  for  which  Christians  should 
work: 

/  Nuclear  disarmament. 

V  Economic  justice. 

•f  Care  of  the  environment. 

Paramount  among  these 
choices  is  nuclear  disarmament, 
said  the  clergyman  who  has  been 
called  “the  last  peacenik.” 

“Only  God  has  the  authority 
to  end  life  on  this  planet,”  Dr. 
Coffin  said.  “All  we  have  is  the 
power.  Our  mere  possessicn  of 
nuclear  weapons  must  be  an 
abomination  to  the  Almighty.” 

The  “extraordinary  debt”  in¬ 


curred  by  the  United  States  and 
the  Soviet  Union  for  the  arms 
race  has  intensified  economic  in¬ 
justice,  he  continued. 

Weapons  hurt  environment 

Production  of  weapons  and  oth¬ 
er  industry  also  affects  the  envi¬ 
ronment,  resulting  in  such  dangers 
as  acid  rain,  destruction  of  tropi¬ 
cal  rain  forests  and  depletion  of 
the  Earth’s  protective  ozone  layer. 

The  moral  imperatives  of  such 
global  challenges  demand  the  ut¬ 
most  spiritual  courage  from 
Christians,  Dr.  Coffin  said. 

“We  must  have  compassion 
for  each  other,”  he  said.  “We 
must  contend  against  wrong 
without  being  wrongly  conten¬ 
tious.  We  must  hate  evil  because 
we  so  love  the  good. 

"Most  of  all,  we  must  keep  the 
faith  and  give  hope  to  the  world. 
It’s  up  to  us  to  become  an  irre¬ 
sistible  force,  keeping  in  mind 
what  historian  Barbara  Tuchman 
said:  ‘Never  doubt  that  a  small 
group  of  thoughtful,  determined 
citizens  can  change  the  world.’  ” 

Dr.  Coffin  was  guest  preacher 
at  two  worship  services  during 
the  worship  arts  convocation. 

AIDS  ministry  advocated 

One  service  challenged  Chris¬ 
tians  to  become  active  in  minis¬ 
try  to  people  with  acquired 
immune  deficiency  syndrome 
(see  accompanying  story). 

The  AIDS  service  featured  the 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus  of  Los  Ange¬ 
les,  a  70-voice  choir.  Its  appear¬ 
ance  caused  a  convocation 
co-sponsor,  the  Choristers’ 
Guild,  to  withdraw  its  support  of 
the  event  (see  UMR,  July  14). 

Sources  in  the  guild  said  some 
of  its  directors  feared  their  spon¬ 
sorship  would  imply  approval  of 
homosexuality.  They  said  they 
felt  such  an  implication  was  the 
wrong  image  for  the  ecumenical 
group  devoted  to  music  instruc¬ 
tion  for  children  and  youths. 


REPORTER  ST  AFT  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  ASTIR 


CLAREMONT,  Calif. — The  Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin  Jr.  (right)  talks  with  Gordon  Roe  of 
Lewisville,  Texas,  after  Dr.  Coffin  spoke  during  a  plenary  session  of  the  recent  biennial  convo¬ 
cation  of  the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts.  Dr.  Coffin,  a 
United  Church  of  Christ  minister  formerly  pastor  of  New  York's  Riverside  Church  and  who  now 
heads  a  national  nuclear  disarmament  lobby,  was  speaker  for  the  six-day  event. 


Ovations,  discomfort  greet  worship  focused  on  AIDS 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— Con¬ 
troversy  heralded  it.  Tearful  em¬ 
braces  concluded  it. 

Nearly  all  900  participants  at  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists 
in  Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts, 
plus  another  100  or  so  guests,  at¬ 
tended  a  controversial  July  1 7  wor¬ 
ship  service  focusing  on  ministry  to 
people  with  acquired  immune  defi¬ 
ciency  syndrome. 


The  service  sparked  controver¬ 
sy  because  of  the  appearance  of 
the  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  of  Los 
Angeles  (see  accompanying  sto¬ 
ry)- 

The  70-voice  chorus,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  convocation  program, 
“makes  its  home”  in  the  Holly¬ 
wood  and  Wilshire  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  Los  Angeles. 

The  chorus’  performance  met 
with  extended  ovations. 

The  service’s  formal  liturgy  was 


marked  by  a  fiery  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin  Jr., 
national  president  of  a  peace-with- 
justice  lobby  in  Washington. 

Dr.  Coffin  called  homosexual¬ 
ity  “a  natural  variation  in  God’s 
pluralistic  creation”  and  vigor¬ 
ously  castigated  those  who  for¬ 
sake  AIDS  patients. 

“God  is  calling  out  all  our 
hearts  for  review  because  they  are 
full  of  the  fear  that  perfect  love  is 
supposed  to  cast  out,”  said  the  for¬ 


mer  senior  minister  of  Riverside 
Church  in  New  York. 

The  preacher  concluded  by 
playing  a  tape  recording  of  re¬ 
marks  by  the  late  Jim  Johnson, 
one  of  his  former  parishioners  at 
Riverside  Church.  Johnson  died 
of  AIDS  three  years  ago. 

Johnson’s  recounting  of  his  ex¬ 
perience  with  AIDS  left  most  of 
the  worshipers  in  tears. 

The  next  day,  reaction  to  the 
service  was  mixed. 


Several  participants  said  the  ex¬ 
perience  had  left  a  profound  im¬ 
pression  upon  them.  Others 
indicated  they  appreciated  the 
worship  but  were  uncomfortable 
at  the  thought  of  trying  a  similar 
event  in  their  local  congregations. 

“Where  I  come  from,"  said 
one  pastor  who  asked  not  be 
identified,  “they  not  only 
wouldn’t  come  to  such  a  service; 
they’ll  want  to  know  why  I  did.” 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Native  American  caucus  seeks  to  strengthen  ministries 


By  DAVID  WILSON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHEROKEE,  N.C.— Implemen¬ 
tation  of  a  comprehensive  plan  to 
build  ministries  for  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  is  a  top  priority  for  the  United 
Methodist-related  Native  American 
International  Caucus. 

“We  have  never  been  so  visible 
and  such  a  part  of  the  life  of  the 
church  as  we  are  today,”  said  the 


Rev.  Sam  Wynn,  the  caucus’s  exec¬ 
utive  director,  during  its  annual 
meeting  July  14-16. 

The  21st  meeting  of  the  caucus 
followed  the  fourth  annual  National 
United  Methodist  Native  American 
Family  Camp  July  10-14. 

The  comprehensive  plan,  mandat¬ 
ed  by  the  denomination’s  policymak¬ 
ing  1988  General  Conference  and 
funded  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  will  em¬ 


phasize  establishing  and  building 
ministries  to  serve  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans,  particularly  in  urban  areas. 

The  ministries  will  include  con¬ 
gregational  development,  health 
care,  social  and  economic  issues 
and  sovereignty  rights. 

The  caucus  “will  do  everything  in 
our  power  to  see  that  this  plan  is 
implemented  in  (the  1989-92)  qua- 
drennium,”  Mr.  Wynn  said. 

He  reported  that  40  United  Meth¬ 


odist  annual  conferences  have  devel¬ 
oped  or  are  strengthening  Native 
American  ministries  in  their  areas. 

Also  mandated  by  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  was  development 
of  a  Native  American  School  of 
Evangelism.  Caucus  members  dis¬ 
cussed  the  formation  of  a  planning 
team  for  the  school  with  Suzanne 
Brady,  director  of  evangelism  min¬ 
istries  of  the  denomination’s  Board 
of  Discipleship. 


Methodist  missionaries  from  other  countries 
heading  for  U.S. ' ripe  fields'  for  evangelism 


By  ALICE  SMITH 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA — The  image  of  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionary  as  a  U.S.  cit¬ 
izen  serving  overseas  is  changing 

Soon,  Methodist  missionaries 
from  other  countries  will  work  in 
the  United  States,  regarded  as  one 
of  the  ripest  mission  fields  of  all. 

Dr.  Sheila  Flemming,  head  of  the 
mission  personnel  resource  depart¬ 
ment  for  the  denomination’s  world 
mission  board,  said  recently  that 
possibly  as  soon  as  1990,  interna¬ 
tional  missionaries  also  will  be 
coming  to  the  United  States. 

She  was  among  United  Methodist 
officials  at  a  missionary  conference 
July  12-16  sponsored  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  at  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Clark  Atlanta  University. 


International  missionaries  com¬ 
ing  into  the  United  States  will  work 
with  some  of  these  specific  groups, 
such  as  Hispanics  or  Asians,  Dr. 
Flemming  said. 

Details  still  must  be  worked  out, 
said  Dr.  Flemming. 

She  said  the  initial  consultation 
will  include  representatives  from 
the  board’s  departments  and  divi¬ 
sions,  along  with  personnel  from 
Korean  United  Methodist  churches 
and  autonomous  churches  in  other 
countries. 

The  first  missionaries  to  the 
United  States  under  the  new  thrust 
could  be  received  in  the  fall  of  1990 
or  in  1991,  she  said. 

The  Rev.  Brian  Fetterman,  head 
of  the  board’s  National  Division, 
said,  “1716  United  States  is  a  fertile 
mission,  field  from  Appalachia  to 


the  Southwest  border,  from  town 
and  country  assignments  to  urban 
regions  that  need  to  be  penetrated 
with  the  gospel. 

“Indeed,  the  task  we  have  per¬ 
haps  is  a  broader  one,”  said  Dr. 
Fetterman.  “We  have  to  try  to  con¬ 
vert  again  those  who  are  sure  they 
have  been  converted.” 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  the  board,  pointed  out 
that  “God  is  throwing  people  into  the 
United  States  all  along  the  Texas  bor¬ 
der  (and)  from  Asia  (who)  are  still 
not  U.S.  citizens,  and  (who)  are  giv¬ 
ing  us  incredible  opportunities.” 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Thangariaj,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  South  India  and  professor  of 
mission  at  Emory  University’s  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology,  affirmed  the 
assignment  of  non-U.S.  missionaries 
to  work  in  the  United  States. 

But  Mr.  Thangariaj  warned,  “It  is 


a  different  thing  to  get  a  missionary 
from  a  poor  church  to  a  rich  church. 

“You  have  to  spend  the  money,” 
he  said.  “It  is  more  complicated  than 
saying,  ‘Let’s  have  some  missionaries 
from  Asia,  some  from  Africa.’  ” 

One  real  gift  Third  World  mis¬ 
sionaries  can  bring  to  the  United 
States  is  in  the  area  of  evangelism, 
Dr.  Flemming  said. 

Methodism  is  growing  rapidly  in 
many  of  these  countries,  while  it  is  de¬ 
clining  in  the  United  States,  she  said. 

The  Clark  Atlanta  University  con¬ 
ference  also  began  a  four-week  train¬ 
ing  period  for  44  new  missionaries  to 
be  commissioned  Aug.  3  and  sent  out 
to  19  different  countries. 

Alice  Smith  is  news  service  director  of 
the  Georgia  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications  Council. 


In  other  business,  the  caucus: 

•  Selected  Santa  Fe,  N.M.,  as  the 
site  of  the  Fifth  Annual  Native 
American  Family  Camp,  July  16- 
20,  1 990; 

•  Re-elected  Mr.  Wynn,  a  Lum- 
bee  from  Hope  Mills,  N.C.,  to  a  sec¬ 
ond  year  as  part-time  director; 

•  Nominated  Mr.  Wynn,  the 


Rev.  Marvin  B.  Abrams  and  Betty 
Admussen  and  one  member  from 
each  of  the  six  regions  represented 
by  the  caucus  as  representatives  to 
the  National  Division’s  Native 
American  Linkage  Group. 

David  Wilson  is  a  free-lance  writ¬ 
er  in  Oklahoma  City. 


CLASSIFIED  ! 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  2.5  words. 
Blind  ads  SI0  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

PRESIDENT  AND  CHIEF  EXECUTIVE  Offi¬ 
cer.  United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  (an  Equal  Opportunity  Em¬ 
ployer)  with  offices  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Ideal  candi¬ 
date  should  be  an  experienced  executive,  have  in- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND 
Children’s  Education  Ministries  needed.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  salary  expectations  to:  Rev.  Luther 
Clark,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  145  S. 
Main  St.,  Ripley,  TN  38063. 

Church,  experience  in  health  and  human  service 
ministries  and  able  to  travel  extensively.  Reply 
mail  only  to:  Dr.  Charles  K.  Dilgard,  Chairman 
Search  Committee,  c/o  Otterbcin  Homes,  585  N. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  with 
light  responsibilities  in  Christian  education 
sought  by  1500-member  church.  Fully  graded 
music  program.  Salary  and  job  description  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Max  Browning,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1981,  Pam- 
pa,  Tx  79066-1981. 

fore  August  31,  1989. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR/ORGANIST  NEEDED. 
Call  Dan  Williams,  Chapel  Hill  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Dallas,  TX.  (2 1 4)  24 1  -349 1 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  part- 
time  position  open  August  I,  growing  740-mem- 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  CHILDREN  AND 
youth  emphasis  (newly  created  postion).  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1 15  East  Howry  Ave.,  DeLand,  FL  32724. 

contact:  Dr.  Jay  Beavers,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  217,  Midlothian,  TX  76065.  Phone: 
(214)775-3993.  j 

CHRISTIAN  CUSTODIAN  FOR  LOCAL 
church.  Home  furnished,  plus  salary  and  benefits. 
Mail  resume  to:  3rd  EUM  Church,  1160  E.  Lo¬ 
cust  St.,  Decatur,  IL  62526. 

DIRECTOR  OF  RECREATIONAL  Ministries. 
Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church  is 
seeking  a  person  with  administrative  and  pro¬ 
gramming  skills  to  develop  a  comprehensive  rec¬ 
reational  ministry  for  the  12,000-member 
church.  Salary  and  benefits  package  is  negotia¬ 
ble.  Please  send  resumes  by  August  1 5  to:  Jerry 
Overton,  3300  Mockingbird,  Dallas,  TX  75205. 
(214)521-3111. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 
for  active  full-time  position  in  growing  2500- 
member  central  Florida  church.  Responsibilities 
include  the  direction  of  choral  and  handbell  en- 
sembles  as  well  as  children's  choirs  and  instru¬ 
mental  groups.  Experience  preferred.  Salary  nc- 
gotiable/benefit  package.  Send  resume  to:  Rev. 
David  T.  Brewer,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1126  E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala,  FL 
32670.  Telephone:  (904)  622-3244. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067,  627-9507. 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits, 
fabrics.  Stoles,  paraments,  etc.  Brochure/fabric 
swatches  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  avail¬ 
able  for  meetings.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd..  Philadelphia,  PA  1 9 1 20.  (2 1 5)  329-732 1 . 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
or  more),  Eureka  Springs.  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging.  swimming.  $8  tickets.  New  grilled  burger 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  2000  + 

member  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  of 

(501) 253-8418  today! 

Ruston,  LA.  Excellent  facilities  located  in  college 
town.  Experienced  person  with  strong  faith  and 
love  for  young  people.  Please  contact:  Search 
Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
1000  West  Woodward  Avenue,  Ruston,  LA 
71270  or  call  (318)  251-0750. 

FULL-TIME  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  Di¬ 

rector,  Central  Illinois  Conference.  Request  ap¬ 
plication  from  George  Russell,  chair  personnel 
committee.  Box  515,  Bloomington,  IL  61702- 
0515.  1989  salary  $42,268,  housing,  travel,  bene¬ 
fits.  Applications  due  September  1 5. 
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Reflection 


Editor's  Note:  For  the  next  several  issues.  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
various  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  that  is  usually  re¬ 
served  for  the  Bishop. 

Every  day  brings  exciting  discoveries  in  some  area  of  science.  In  one 
week  scientists  reported  discovery  of  an  “astronomical”  void  in  space, 
development  of  new  telescopes  with  segmented  mirrors,  isolation  of 
cancer  genes,  unique  fossil  discoveries,  use  of  plant  hydrocarbons  for 
fuel,  and  hundreds  of  other  advances  in  medicine,  biochemistry,  tech¬ 
nology,  biology,  chemistry,  astronomy,  behavior,  botany,  archeology, 
environment,  space  science,  and  related  fields. 

Meanwhile,  back  at  the  church,  faith  (like  Christ)  remains  the  same 
“yesterday,  today  and  forever.”  The  Bible  stories  are  the  same  we 
learned  as  a  child.  We  hear  sermons  on  the  same  themes  year  in  and 
year  out  and  use  centuries  old  instruments  to  accompany  compositions 
that  are  often  just  as  old.  At  times  we  may  feel  about  faith  what  the 
Preacher,  Ecclesiastes,  felt  about  life  (1:9)  “What  has  been  is  what  will 
be,  and  what  has  been  done  is  what  will  be  done;  and  there  is  nothing 
new  under  the  sun.” 

“Not  so,”  says  Paul.  “If  anyone  is  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creation;  the 
old  has  passed  away,  behold  the  new  has  come.”  Every  day  we  have  op¬ 
portunities  to  celebrate  our  faith.  Even  the  simplest  demonstration  of 
love  or  thoughtful  deed,  any  kindness  done  . . .  any  smile  given  puts  a 
drop  of  love  in  the  bloodstream  of  this  world.  This  world  is  sick  with 
hurt,  loneliness,  hatred  and  you  have  the  prescription  for  its  healing. 
Be  assured  that  “life  isn’t  lost  in  dying,  but  moment  by  moment  in  not 
living.”  So  rejoice  that  we  have  a  living  faith  ever  new. 

Warren  Blakeman 

North  Shore  District  Superintendent 


Volunteers  in  Mission 


The  Logos  luncheon  for  Lakevlew 
UMC  in  Shreveport  which  was  re¬ 
cently  held  to  raise  money  to  send 
adult  leaders  to  be  trained  for  this 
new  fall  program  for  children  and 
youth  was  a  tremendous  success. 
Special  thanks  go  to  Dee  Brice  and 
Patsy  Lavery  who  were  in  charge  of 
the  event.  A  great  big  thank  you 
also  goes  to  all  those  who  contribut¬ 
ed  food,  worked  in  the  kitchen,  din¬ 
ing  room  and  bought  tickets  for  the 
fundraiser.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Recently,  First  UMC,  Shreveport 
held  Helen  Stall  Day  in  honor  of 
her  30  years  of  dedicated  service  to 
the  church  as  the  pastor’s  secretary. 
She  was  presented  at  both  morning 
worship  services,  made  a  brief  state¬ 
ment  at  each,  and  was  later  honored 
at  a  reception  in  Couch  Parlor  that 
afternoon.  She  is  considered  a  tal¬ 
ented,  dedicated,  and  gracious 
woman,  and  is  thought  of  very  high¬ 
ly  throughout  the  congregation. 
When  asked  about  the  most  thrill¬ 
ing  moment  during  the  past  thirty 
years,  Helen  remembered  the  day 
the  steeple  was  set  in  place  on  the 
Sanctuary  in  1972.  She  said,  “It  was 
a  miracle  to  watch  as  it  was  lifted 
with  cranes  and  place  on  its  base. 
Everything  was  a  perfect  fit.”  She 
then  commented,  “This  is  the  way 
the  church  should  be  —  perfect 
planning,  with  everybody  working 
together  so  the  result  will  be  right." 
Dr.  John  E.  Fellers  is  pastor  of  First 
Church. 

*  *  * 

Fitzgerald  UMC  in  Jeanerette  re¬ 
cently  held  an  appreciation  dinner 
for  Sunday  School  teachers.  Enter¬ 
tainment  for  the  evening  was  a  style 
show.  The  show  was  slightly  out  of 
the  ordinary,  for  the  men  modeled 
the  latest  ladies’  fashions  made 
from  polyurethane  and  paper.  Rev. 
Fulton  A.  Raymond  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC,  Winnfield  is  current¬ 
ly  seeking  creative  ways  to  help  un¬ 
derwrite  its  mission  budget.  Ap¬ 
proximately  81,400  pennies,  or 
$814  will  cover  one  mile.  Through 
each  member  of  the  congregation 


In  Memoriam 


Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  professor  of  religion  at  Centenary  College 
died  July  15,  1989.  He  held  that  position  for  36  years.  Dr.  Pomeroy, 
who  was  65  at  the  time  of  his  death,  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Juanita 
and  four  children.  The  family  requests  that  memorials  be  made  to  the 
Webb  D.  Pomeroy  Scholarship  at  Centenary.  A  memorial  service  was 
held  Sunday,  July  23  at  3  p.m.  in  Brown  Chapel  on  the  Centenary 
campus.  ,  .  ... 


SuperServe  '89  Set  for  Labor  Day  Weekend 


Who  are  they?  You  may  be  one 
because  it  is  a  truly  grass-roots 
movement  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  which  has  literally  burst 
into  flame  in  recent  years.  Thou¬ 
sands  have  enlisted  doing  what 
once  years  ago  only  professional 
“missionaries”  did.  it  is  not  send¬ 
ing  money  away  to  witness,  heal, 
build  and  proclaim  because  as  a 
VIM  you  go  wherever  there  is  a 
need  you  can  supply.  The  talents 
God  gave  you  go  right  to  work,  and 
you  reach  out  to  touch  someone 
personally  in  a  way  that  will  change 
your  life. 

It  takes  your  time  to  be  a  VIM; 
that  short  term  could  be  a  few  days 
or  a  few  months,  and  offering  of 
your  time  and  yourself  is  a  response 
to  the  Lord’s  call  for  laborers  in  the 
vineyard. 

Your  abilities  are  unique,  and 
whatever  your  skills  may  be,  some¬ 


one  needs  them.  In  the  process  you 
may  even  discover  skills  you  didn’t 
know  you  had,  doing  things  you 
didn’t  know  you  could  do. 

It  is  not  cheap;  your  time  is  valu¬ 
able,  and  it  cost  money  to  get  where 
you  are  most  needed.  VIM’s  always 
do  the  work  and  usually  provide  all 
or  some  of  the  materials  needed  for 
the  job  as  well,  but  you  get  so  much 
for  your  money,  so  much  joy  and  a 
new  sense  of  being  in  mission  for 
Christ. 

This  is  not  for  the  faint-hearted. 
You  may  face  challenging  situations 
and  take  some  risks  while  you  do  it, 
but  the  struggle  only  makes  the  joy 
greater  when  the  task  is  finished. 

Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Oklahoma  Confer¬ 
ence,  will  keynote  the  1989  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  SuperServe 
Weekend,  Friday  evening  Septem¬ 
ber  1  at  Mount  Sequoyah  in  Fay- 


■  Around  the  Conference- 
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contributing  to  this  endeavor,  the 
church  is  striving  to  collect  its  mile 
by  December.  The  church’s  mission 
budget  includes  such  worthy  proj¬ 
ects  as  the  Alaska  Work  Camp,  the 
covenant  relationship  with  Carlos 
Welsh,  FISH  Program,  a  self  help 
food  program  for  the  indigent,  and 
Partner  Churches  in  Crises,  a  pro¬ 
gram  to  help  churches  in  Third 
World  nations  maintain  their  min¬ 
istry.  Rev.  Steve  Caraway  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

t 

A  special  thank  you  goes  out  from 
Blackwater  UMC  in  Baker  to  all 
parents  and  youth  who  helped 
make  the  recent  spaghetti  dinner  a 
complete  success.  The  parents 
proved  to  be  very  supportive  of  all 
programs  for  the  youth  and  all  who 
participated  experienced  spiritual 
growth.  Associate  Minister  is  Rev. 
Stuart  Sherman  and  pastor  is  Rev. 
Larry  Stafford. 

•  *  * 

“Liberty,”  a  musical  celebration 
of  freedom,  was  recently  presented 
by  the  Chancel  and  G.R.A.  Choirs 
at  Palestine  UMC  in  Pineville.  This 
year’s  production  was  performed  by 
a  44  voice  choir  and  appropriate 
characters  for  different  segments. 
An  added  feature  was  the  recogni¬ 
tion  of  veterans.  Rev.  Bill  Rowell  is 
pastor. 

•  *  * 

At  the  June  meeting  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Council  of  Davidson 
Memorial  UMC  in  Lafayette  a  plan 
was  adopted  to  refurbish  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  rooms  used  by  the  chil- 
dren.  Replacing  old  furniture, 
painting  and  wallpapering  are  the 
major  jobs  that  need  to  be  done. 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Deich  is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Aurora  UMC  in  New  Orleans  was 

pleased  to  invite  the  public  to  a 
Community  Open  House  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  opening  of  its  new  Family 
Life  Center.  The  1.1  million  facility 
replaces  the  old  Fellowship  Hall 
which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1987.  The  center  is  a  multi-use 
building  which  includes  a  gymnasi¬ 
um,  banquet  area  with  a  commer¬ 
cial  kitchen,  meeting  rooms, 
expanded  library,  office  and  nurs¬ 
ery.  Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor  is  pastor. 


IN  OKLAHOMA  —  Approximately  400  men  and  women  attended 
the  1989  West  Gulf  Region  School  of  Christian  Mission  held  at 
Oklahoma  City  University  June  13-17.  Officers  of  UMW  for  the  17 
conferences  studied,  worshipped  and  received  updates  on  leader¬ 
ship  responsibilities  and  current  issues.  Officers  and  teachers  at¬ 
tending  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  are  I.  to  r.,  Norma 
Winegeart,  Assistant  Dean,  School  of  Christian  Mission;  Rev.  Fred¬ 
die  Dixon,  teacher,  "The  World  of  Islam";  Donna  Paustian,  teacher, 
"The  Philippines";  Taylor  Phillips,  Dean;  Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt,  Sr., 
teacher,  "The  Philippines";  and  Gloria  Bennett,  teacher,  "The  Phil¬ 
ippines." 


VISITOR  WELCOMED  —  Rev.  Lael  S.  (ones,  pastor  of  University 
UMC  in  Lake  Charles  welcomed  Professor  fames  W.  Batchelor  as 
guest  speaker  for  a  recent  morning  worship  service.  The  professor, 
who  is  the  Coordinator  of  the  Geology  Department  at  McNeese 
State  University,  is  a  member  of  First  UMC  in  Lake  Charles.  He 
spoke  on  "The  Scriptural  Way  to  Salvation."  Dressed  as  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  Professor  Batchelor  has  made  over  25  appearances  in  the  Lake 
Charles  area.  His  unique  way  of  sharing  the  gospel  in  the  Wesleyan 
tradition  has  inspired  many  people. 
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etteville,  Arkansas. 

SuperServe  ’89  will  be  held  Sep¬ 
tember  1-3,  with  an  extended  ses¬ 
sion  offered  for  those  who  would  like 
to  stay  over  on  Monday.  The  event 
will  begin  6:30  p.m.  on  Friday  and 
will  conclude  at  noon  on  Sunday. 

Giving  strong  affirmation  to  Vol¬ 
unteers  in  Mission  while  addressing 
his  own  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission  Committee,  Solomon  stat¬ 
ed,  “The  best  antidote  of  loneliness, 
selfishness,  depression,  the  feeling 
of  ‘I  am  not  needed  anymore,’  the 
weak  understanding  of  stewardship, 
or  the  feeling  that  God  is  not  doing 
remarkable  things  in  the  world  any¬ 
more,  the  best  antidote  of  all  of 
those  feelings  is  V-I-M.” 

SuperServe’s  1989  international 
speakers  list  includes  President  Eric 
Clark,  president  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Carribbean  and  the 
Americas,  and  Marriane  Hutchin¬ 
son,  assistant  to  Bishop  Hernandez 


and  Volunteers  in  Mission  Coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  Frontier  Conference  of 
Mexico.  Mexico  and  the  Caribbean 
countries  all  together  receive  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  two  hundred  Volunteers  in 
Mission  teams  each  year.  These  two 
speakers  will  bring  firsthand  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  needs  in  their  areas 
for  Mission  teams  of  all  kinds  during 
their  addresses  and  workshops. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  spend  La¬ 
bor  Day  weekend  at  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah  for  the  third  annual  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  Rally  of  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  —  SuperServe  ’89. 
Come  celebrate  and  learn  with 
some  of  the  most  joyful  people  in 
United  Methodism. 

Registration  form,  as  well  as  fur¬ 
ther  information,  may  be  obtained 
through  the  Conference  Office,  or 
from  the  Jurisdictional  Volunteers 
in  Mission  Office,  2144  Swallow 
Lane,  Lewisville,  Texas  75067^ 
(214)317-3606. 


New  Handbook  Offers 
Focus  for  Youth 


Comprehensive  youth  ministry  is 
the  heart  of  a  new  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  (UMYF)  Hand¬ 
book  released  last  month  by  Disci- 
pleship  Resources,  the  program 
publishing  unit  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship. 

According  to  Charles  Kishpaugh, 
director  of  education  and  ministries 
for  junior  high  youth  at  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  the  UMYF 
Handbook  is  not  a  revision  of  the 
handbook  that  was  published  in 
1 980,  but  a  completely  new  manual 
with  a  new  focus. 

“The  new  book  shifts  the  empha¬ 
sis  away  from  the  youth  fellowship 
as  a  get-together  for  games  and  re¬ 
creation  to  an  emphasis  on  the 
UMYF  as  a  ministry  unit.  It  calls  us 
to  a  much  more  comprehensive 
ministry  with  youth,”  Kishpaugh 
said. 

That  more  comprehensive  minis¬ 
try  with  youth  involves  a  renewed 
focus  on  five  areas:  service,  wor¬ 
ship,  study,  outreach,  and  fellow¬ 
ship.  It  also  involves  a  more 
structured  approach  to  youth  minis¬ 
try  than  in  past  decades.  “Youth 
and  people  in  general  are  asking  for 
more  structure  today,”  explained 
Kishpaugh. 

The  220-page  handbook  is  de¬ 
signed  to  be  used  by  both  youth  and 
their  adult  leaders.  Its  six  chapters 
include  information  on  the  basics  of 
youth  ministry  and  how  to  create  a 
UMYF  group.  Chapter  three,  “The 
Junior  High  UMYF  in  Ministry”  is 
written  specifically  for  junior  high 
youth;  chapter  four,  “The  Senior 
High  UMYF  Group  in  Ministry"  is 
written  for  senior  high  youth.  Adult 
leaders  are  addressed  in  chapter  six, 


“UMYF  Adult  Leaders  in  Minis¬ 
try.”  A  lengthy  appendix,  entitled 
“Tools  for  the  UMYF  in  Ministry,” 
provides  forms  for  assessing  minis¬ 
try  with  youth,  a  “Covenant  of 
Conduct”  for  youth,  an  “Interest 
Finder”  form,  planning  guides  for 
programs  and  retreats,  resources  for 
UMYF  members  and  leaders,  a  list 
of  workcamp  experiences  and  vol¬ 
unteer  service  organizations  divid¬ 
ed  by  jurisdiction,  a  sample 
“Emergency  Permission  and  Health 
Slip,”  a  “Driver’s  License  Ceremo¬ 
ny,”  the  youth  ministry  vision  state¬ 
ment,  guidelines  for  raising  money, 
a  ministry  area  “idea  list,”  and 
more. 

Kathi  Finnell,  former  Louisiana 
Conference  Youth  Coordinator  and 
now  a  doctoral  student  at  the  Clare¬ 
mont  School  of  Theology  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  is  the  primary  writer  of  the  text, 
although  ideas  were  gathered  from 
people  throughout  the  denomination 
youth,  adult  leaders  of  youth,  dis¬ 
trict  leaders,  conference  coordina¬ 
tors  and  staff,  curriculum  editors^, 
and  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“This  resource  book  is  a  valuable 
tool  that  should  be  used  by  all  local 
churches  as  their  main  reference  in 
working  with  youth,”  said  Carolyn 
Dove,  Conference  Youth  Coordina¬ 
tor,  adding,  “this  resource  will  be 
presented  during  the  Fall  Caravans 
that  will  be  held  in  each  district.”  — 


The  UMYF  Handbook  is  avail¬ 
able  for  $15.95.  To  order,  contact 
Discipleship  Resources,  P.O.  Box 
189,  Nashville,  TN  37202;  tele¬ 
phone  615-340-2784.  Ask  for  order 
number  2000C. 


Videos  Available  For 
Junior  High;  Adults 


HAPPY  CAMPERS  —  Shown  pictured  are  those  participating  in  the 
second  elementary  camp  (5-6  graders)  which  took  place  July  10-14  at 
the  Caney  Conference  Centre  in  Minden.  The  camp,  which  consisted 
of  83-campers  and  a  staff  of  15,  was  directed  by  Steve  Bearden  and 
Terral  Lowe. 


The  Conference  Resource  Library 
has  recently  purchased  several  new 
videos.  To  schedule  any  of  these  or 
other  resources  in  the  library,  con¬ 
tact  Carolyn  Powell  at  (504)  346- 
1646  or  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802.  There  is  no  rent¬ 
al  fee  for  churches  who  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  library.  You  pay  only 
postage. 

SCREEN  TEST  is  a  25  minute 
video  depicting  the  story  of  man¬ 
kind’s  search  for  the  true  answer  to 
life  and  its  problems.  There  are  five 
animated  stories  of  an  “Everyman” 
who  is  given  thfropportunity  to  en-. 
ter  the  Door  of  Salvation.  But  he 


faces  barriers.  This  would  be  a  good 
video  to  open  discussion  for  junior 
high  through  adult.  The  stories  are 
“abstract’  and  require  a  great  deal 
of  thought. 

WHAT  IS  GOD  LIKE?  and 
WHAT  DOES  THE  FUTURE 
HOLD?  are  two  films  appearing  on 
the  same  video,  totaling  about  30 
minutes.  The  primary  focus  of  the 
videos  is  on  interviews  with  various 
individuals  about  these  two  ques¬ 
tions.  It  is  intended  to  open  up  dis¬ 
cussion  in  a  group.  It  could  be  used 
with  junior  high  students  through 
adults. 
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Here  I  Stand 


Fields  are  ripe  for  harvesting  disciples!  Lefs  shift  power  to  congregations 


United  Methodist  Percentage  of  U.S.  Population 


UMs  =  10.99  million  UMs  =  8.94  million 


The  percentage  of  Americans  on  the  United  Methodist  membership 
rolls  has  slipped  from  5.5  to  3.6  over  the  past  20  years.  But  in  1987 
the  Gallup  polling  organization  reported  that  7  percent  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  identified  themselves  as  "United  Methodists."  Obviously, 
many  more  Americans  identify  with  our  denomination  than  we  list 
as  members. 


Obscure  and  seemingly  unrelated 
data  cast  new  light  on  an  old  reality. 

■  The  University  of  Michigan  In¬ 
stitute  for  Social  Research  reports  a 
dramatic  values  shift.  It  cites  a  1924 
study  in  which  nearly  70  percent  of 
parents  ranked  “loyalty  to  church” 
as  one  of  the  three  most  important 
values  for  their  children;  by  the 
1 980s,  only  22  percent  did  so. 

■  According  to  Religious  News 
Service,  findings  recently  released 
from  the  1981  Canadian  census 
show  a  surprising  disparity:  Nearly 
three  times  more  Canadians  claim 
membership  in  so-called  “mainline 
churches"  than  the  churches  claim 
for  themselves. 

The  “old  reality”  is  this: 

■  Official  membership  in  main¬ 
line  U.S.  churches,  including  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism,  continues  to  decline 
(see  UMR,  July  21). 

This  decline  has  been  so  steady 
and  predictable  for  more  than  20 
years  that  it’s  hardly  news.  In  some 
quarters,  it’s  shrugged  off  as  a  regret¬ 
table  but  unchangeable  fact  of  life. 

An  entire  generation,  in  fact  has 
experienced  organized  mainline  reli¬ 
gion  in  nothing  but  a  state  of  con¬ 
stant  numerical  decline. 

The  University  of  Michigan  report 
provides  a  partial  explanation.  Par¬ 
ents  today  appear  to  assign  less  value 
to  church  affiliation  than  their  par¬ 
ents  and  grandparents  did.  Instead, 
today’s  parents  place  more  emphasis 
on  "independence”  and  “tolerance.” 

Net  result:  What  once  was  a  tak- 
en-for-granted  habit — that  is,  going 


to  church— no  longer  applies  among 
increasing  numbers  of  families. 

We  can  be  thankful  that  the  Cana¬ 
dian  findings  point  to  a  more  hopeful 
reality.  That’s  the  existence  of  wide¬ 
spread  good  will  toward  the  church 
by  vast  numbers  of  people  who  con¬ 
sider  themselves  “members”  even  if 
their  names  are  not  on  church  rolls. 

Ironically,  that  may  be  true  in 
many  cases  because  their  parents  or 
grandparents  were  “Methodists,” 
“Baptists”  or  “Presbyterians”  and 
they  just  automatically  think  of 
themselves  likewise. 

Hence,  a  ray  of  “new  light”  across 
the  all-too-familiar  landscape  of 


church  decline:  Although  large  num¬ 
bers  of  people  have  not  been  actively 
“turned  on”  to  church  involvement, 
it  would  be  grossly  mistaken  to  as¬ 
sume  they’ve  been  “turned  off.” 

To  the  contrary,  it  seems  likely  that 
Jesus’  assessment  is  as  valid  in  our 
day  as  it  was  in  His:  The  fields  are 
“ripe  for  harvest”  of  potential  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  community  of  faith. 

Urgently  needed,  however,  is  active 
witnessing  to  such  people,  especially 
youths,  by  Christians  who  are  ener¬ 
gized  by  the  Gospel  and  invigorated 
by  life  in  the  community  of  faith. 

The  church’s  decline  is  not  inev¬ 
itable.  It  surely  is  not  God’s  will. 


By  LONNIE  D.  BROOKS 

I  think  most  United  Methodists 
would  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the 
Constitution  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  defines  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  as  the  basic  body  of  our  church. 

That  definition  is  part  of  the  domi¬ 
nance  of  the  clergy  in  the  decision¬ 
making  processes  of  the  church. 

The  Gospel  defines  the  church  ba¬ 
sically  as  congregational.  Matthew 
quotes  Jesus  as  saying,  “. . .  where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  in  My 

name,  there  am  I _ ”  That  seems 

unmistakably  clear.  What’s  required 
to  make  a  church  is  a  gathered  group 
of  people  and  the  risen  Lord. 

The  church  at  its  best  is  both  con¬ 
gregational  and  connectional.  But 
that  truth  ought  not  be  used  to 
avoid  the  question  of  which  is  fun¬ 
damental,  or  basic,  to  the  church. 

That  reality  reduces  the  state¬ 
ment  that  the  annual  conference  is 
the  basic  body  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  an  absurdity.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  couldn’t 
exist  without  its  congregations. 

For  most  of  us  today,  our  annual 
conference  is  unimportant.  We’re 
concerned  solely  with  what’s  hap¬ 
pening  in  the  life  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  which  we  belong  and  in 
which  we  find  support  for  our  lives. 

But  the  dominance  of  the  annual 
conference  is  critical  to  some. 
Those  people  sense  correctly  that 
renewed  strength  in  the  local  church 
would  bring  a  change  in  the  entire 
power  structure.  It  would  mean  an 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Few  care  about  annual  conference  actions 


Your  July  7  editorial  asked,  “Has 
your  congregation  received  a  report, 
as  mandated  by  church  law,  on  this 
year’s  annual  conference?” 

When  I  was  elected  lay  member 
of  my  annual  conference,  I  made  it 
a  practice  to  make  a  short  report  at 
our  next  worship  service  supple¬ 
mented  by  a  written  report  for  those 
who  were  more  interested. 

This  year  our  pastor  decided  that  I 
wouldn’t  give  an  oral  report  because 
the  congregation  isn’t  really  interest¬ 
ed  in  what  happened  at  the  confer¬ 
ence.  I’ll  make  the  report  this  fall  at 
the  administrative  board  meeting. 

I'm  writing  to  suggest  that  he’s 
right.  Most  members  aren’t  interested 
in  what  happened  at  the  conference. 
Annual  conferences  are  designed  to 
satisfy  the  needs  of  the  staff.  We 
spend  most  of  our  time  on  the  three 
R’s — rules,  reports  and  resolutions. 

The  increase  in  our  apportion¬ 
ment  is  of  interest,  but  I  have  never 
given  a  resounding  explanation  of 

Pontius'  Puddle 


"We  cannot  lead  others  into  a  life 
that  we  have  not  found  for  our¬ 
selves.  The  church  will  never  rise 
above  its  leadership.  The  church  is 
depending  upon  us.  Better  still,  the 
Lord  is  depending  on  us.” 

— Bishop  Robert  H.  Spain,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  Area 

*  *  * 

"If  the  pope  imagines  that  he  is 
going  to  cram  women  back  into  the 


why  about  1 8  percent  of  our  budget 
goes  to  the  conference.  I  have  al¬ 
ways  wished  for  more  help  in  selling 
information  about  apportionments 
to  our  congregation. 

You  wrote  that  the  people  falsely 
perceive  conferences  “as  a  distant 
and  impersonal  entity  in  which  they 
have  little  stake  and  even  less  inter¬ 
est.”  That’s  true.  It’s  very  difficult  to 
get  them  interested  in  rule  changes, 
dull  reports  and  insipid  resolutions. 

Your  editorial  should  have  asked 
our  leaders  to  change  the  purpose  of 
annual  conference  to  a  sales  meeting 
that  helps  the  members  take  the  mes¬ 
sage  back  to  their  local  churches. 

Edward  C.  Perry  II 
Palm  Springs,  California 

Shame  on  Choristers! 

I’m  sure  the  cruel  irony  of  the  ac¬ 
tion  taken  by  the  Chorister’s  Guild 
was  not  lost  on  members  of  the 
group — The  Los  Angeles  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus — whose  participa- 


kitchen,  ...  he  might  as  well  save 
his  breath  to  cool  his  fettuccine.” 

— Monica  Furlong,  Movement  for 
the  Ordination  of  Women  in  En¬ 
gland,  commenting  on  the  most  re¬ 
cent  papal  pronouncement  regarding 
women’s  role  in  the  church. 

*  *  * 

“Healing  is  not  a  matter  of  trying 
to  get  something  done  that  is  not 
being  done.  The  healing  ministry  is 


tion  in  a  worship  setting  focusing 
on  “outcasts”  would  be  tolerated 
only  if  they  were  unnamed  in  the 
program  (see  UMR,  July  14). 

Shame  on  the  Chorister’s  Guild! 

In  Jesus’  day  the  Samaritans  were 
the  “outcasts,”  but  you  recall  who 
acted  as  a  neighbor  and  who  passed 
by  on  the  other  side  of  the  road. 

Please  pass  along  my  thanks  to  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts  for 
supporting  this  choral  group’s  right 
to  be  heard  and  named! 

Rebecca  Ruth  Richards 
Westminster,  Maryland 

Did  bishop  mean  it? 

According  to  the  June  30  Report¬ 
er,  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference  is  considering  penaliz¬ 
ing  pastors  salaries  and  pensions  if 
their  local  churches  don’t  pay  their 
fair  share  of  apportionments. 

Reference  is  made  to  Bishop  Roy 
Sano’s  backing  such  penalities  in  an 


a  matter  of  learning  to  join  in  what 
God  has  been  doing  from  the  very 
first  and  will  always  do  to  ages  of 
ages.  ...  In  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  in  his  ministry,  we  have 
the  assurance  that  healing  is  the 
heart  of  the  Good  News.” 

— The  Rev.  William  Beachy,  M.D., 
North  American  Warden  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Order  of  St.  Luke  the 
Physician 


address  earlier  this  year. 

A  bit  of  history  is  in  order  with 
reference  to  these  developments. 

Early  in  his  tenure  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference.  Bishop  Sano 
said  that  we  United  Methodists 
have  a  good  record  of  reaching 
down  and  pulling  the  needy  into  the 
mainstream  of  American  life,  but 
what  we  should  have  done  was  to 
reach  up  and  pull  the  system  down. 

Perhaps  members  of  the  clergy 
took  him  seriously  and  drove  the 
capitalists  out  of  their  churches. 

Is  the  bishop  pleased?  No.  His  re¬ 
sponse  is  a  call  for  punishment  and 
even  for  members  of  the  clergy  to 
step  aside  if  their  churches  continue 
not  to  pay  full  apportionments. 

We  suggest  that  the  good  bishop 
clarify  his  earlier  statements  about 
pulling  the  system  down.  It  sounds 
as  if  he  really  didn’t  mean  it. 

James  Penfold 
Greeley,  Colorado 

New  design  looks  good 

Although  I  get  a  copy  each  week, 
I  just  recently  took  a  careful  and 
close  look  at  the  new  format  of  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

It’s  good!  Real  good! 

The  “Faith  forum,”  “Faith  in  the 
world”  and  other  headings  express 
and  give  a  sense  of  Christ  at  work  in 
all  arenas  of  life. 

Keep  the  good  work  up! 

Robert  P.  Gardner 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 


SOtAETltAES  I 
SOSPECT  the 

CHURCH  ISN'T 
ALL  THAT 
SUPPORTIVE 
OF  US  VOUTH .' 


WOMSLUSE.THEY 
GOST  PAID  OOP. 
TRANSPORTATION 
TO  THE  yODTU  RALLY. 


What  others  are  saying, 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  ' 

readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

Lonnie  D.  Brooks  is 
a  member  of  East 

Anchorage  United ■  _  _ 

Methodist  Church  (Alaska  Missionary 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
7S266-027S. 


empowerment  of  the  laity  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  clergy  and  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  general  denom¬ 
inational  agencies. 

Members  of  the  clergy  now  fill 
half  the  voting  seats  in  annual  con¬ 
ference  sessions,  whereas  members 
of  the  clergy  make  up  a  numerically 
minute  portion  of  local  churches. 

In  actuality,  the  clergy’s  domi¬ 
nance  is  much  greater  than  would 
be  implied  by  a  50-percent  mem¬ 
bership  in  each  annual  conference. 

A  large  number  of  the  laypeople 


who  are  elected  members  of  denom¬ 
inational  bodies  have  a  clergy  point 
of  view.  That’s  because  of  being  in 
professional  service  in  the  church 
without  having  been  ordained  or  by 
being  in  some  dependent  family  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  clergy. 

For  example,  the  Hymnal  Revi¬ 
sion  Committee  that  reported  to  the 
1988  General  Conference  was  com¬ 
posed  of  25  people.  Twenty-two  of 
those  were  members  of  the  clergy, 
clergy  wives  or  paid  professionals  in 
the  church. 

The  utility  of  the  connection  is 
solely  in  how  it  supports  and  helps 
ministers  in  serving  people  in  con¬ 
gregations,  not  the  other  way 
around.  It  ought  to  be  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  local  congregations  to  tell 
annual  conferences  what  the  local 
churches  need,  not  the  reverse. 

The  goal  of  the  church  is  bringing 
people  into  a  meaningful  relation¬ 
ship  with  God  and  each  other.  That 
happens  in  congregations  and  be¬ 
cause  of  congregations. 

When  the  church  claims  that  its 
fundamental  body  is  the  annual 
conference,  it  has  forgotten  what  it 
is  to  be  a  church. 


Have  you  spotted  it  yet? 


Many  Reporter  readers  have 
noted,  mostly  with  favor,  their 
church  newspaper's  redesigned 
format,  including  larger  type,  a 
new  headline  style,  use  of  color, 
shorter  articles  and  expanded 
feedback  opportunities. 

However,  no  one  has  noted 
one  visible  innovation  that  Re¬ 
porter  editors  consider  symboli¬ 
cally  important. 

Can  you  identify  that  innova¬ 
tion?  If  so,  what  significance  do 
you  read  into  it? 


We  will  award  to  the  first  50 
readers  who  identify  that  inno¬ 
vation  a  related  print  of  an  origi¬ 
nal  pen-and-ink  drawing  by 
Reporter  artist  Tom  Gibson.  In 
addition,  we  will  publish  some  of 
the  best  responses  commenting 
on  its  significance. 

Write:  Innovation,  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275,  or  leave  a  recorded  mes¬ 
sage  on  the  Reporter  FaithLine, 
(214)  630-6499. 


Faithfully  vonrs —  — 

Now  I  know  what  real 
United  Methodist  Men  do 


About  10  years  ago,  Atlanta  news¬ 
paper  columnist  Lewis  Grizzard 
wrote  a  book  titled,  “Real  Men  Don’t 
Eat  Quiche.” 

The  author 
scolded  any  man 
who  eats  gourmet 
fare  as  a  main  dish, 
such  as  eggs  fluffed 
with  vegetables, 
then  baked  in  a 
dainty  pastry  shell. 

“Real  men  eat 
hearty  meals,  like  meat  and  pota¬ 
toes  that’ll  stick  to  your  ribs,”  I 
once  heard  him  say  on  a  talk  show. 


Denise  Stovall 


Mr.  Grizzard  would  have  been 
proud  to  dine  with  some  5,200 
United  Methodist  men  who  recent¬ 
ly  met  at  Purdue  University  (see 
UMR,  July  28). 

James  H.  Snead,  executive  for 
United  Methodist  Men’s  programs, 
wrote  to  Congress  ’89  registrants: 
“Special  dietary  needs  cannot  be 
cared  for  by  Purdue.  You  can  take 
what  you  can  from  the  meals  of¬ 
fered  and  supplement  with  items 
you  may  have  brought  with  you  or 
may  have  purchased  in  the  Union 
Club.” 

If  anyone  had.  a  meal  “supple¬ 
ment,”  I  sure  couldn't  tell.  Except 
for  me,  that  is. 

During  Sunday  morning  break¬ 
fast,  I  politely  declined  a  plate  of 
hot  biscuits,  smothered  with  sau¬ 
sage  gravy,  since  I’m  counting  calo¬ 
ries.  The  server  said,  ‘‘Oh,  I 
understand.  Can  I  fix  you  a  peanut 
butter  and  jelly  sandwich  instead?” 

As  I  finally  decided  on  cereal  and 
juice,  a  man  behind  me  with  his 
tray  piled  high  said,  “Well,  what  do 
you  expect?  This  food’s  for  real 
men.  That’s  why  we  come  here.  It’s 


terrific.  But  now,  some  of  our  wives 
won’t  let  us  eat  like  this  at  home!” 

Throughout  the  weekend,  I  saw 
other  evidences  of  “strictly  for 
men”  activities.  But  I  was  surprised 
to  see  one  activity  emphasized  with 
strictly  a  men’s  focus:  Prayer. 

■  During  one  plenary,  a  speaker 
said,  “Turn  to  the  man  next  to  you 
and  give  him  your  personal  prayer 
request.  Remember  men,  anytime  a 
person  has  a  request,  it’s  worth 
praying  for.” 

■  In  another  building,  a  crowd 
was  signing  up  for  a  three-day 
“prayer  vigil.”  That’s  when  the  men 
committed  themselves  to  “pray  for 
the  success  of  Congress  ’89.” 

■  A  workshop  was  conducted  for 
“prayer  advocates” — men  who  pro¬ 
mote  regular  intercessory  prayer  in 
United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  Those  men  also  assist  the  700 
covenant  prayer  groups  in  local 
United  Methodist  churches. 

■  And  for  46  hours,  United 
Methodist  Men  helped  “bear  one 
another’s  burdens”  (Galatians  6:2) 
through  long-distance  prayer  re¬ 
quests.  Actual  calls  were  diverted 
from  the  Upper  Room  Living 
Prayer  Center  in  Nashville. 

“Do  you  folks  do  this  all  time?”  I 
asked  one  man  following  one  prayer 
session.  He  told  me  that  real  United 
Methodist  Men  make  faithful  prayer 
and  Bible  study  a  part  of  every  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men’s  meeting. 

I  doubt  that  I’ll  write  a  book  with 
my  version  of  what  “real  men  do.” 
But  if  anyone  asks  me,  I’ll  be  sure  to 
say,  “Real  men  may  or  may  not  eat 
quiche.  But  in  United  Methodism, 
they  sure  know  how  to  pray.” 

—DENISE  jOHNSON  STOVALL 

Ms.  Stovall  is  an  associate  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 
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“For  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to 
die  is  gain.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Matthew  18:3) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  6 

Monday:  Psalms  28 
Tuesday :2  Kings  13:1 4-20a 
Wednesday:  Luke  12:1-12 
Thursday:  Colossians  3:1-11 
Friday:  Psalms  29 
Saturday:  Luke  12:13-21 
Sunday:  Colossians  3:12-17 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  sim- 
ple-to-prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own 
church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  coverage  on 
the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prepa¬ 
ration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  “more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased  congre¬ 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 
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EMPLOYER  SANCTIONS:  Nearly 
100  religious  agencies,  including  United  Method¬ 
ism's  social-action  agency,  have  filed  court  briefs 
supporting  a  lawsuit  against  U.S.  immigration  of¬ 
ficials.  The  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
charges  that  a  1986  immigration  law  forces  some 
religious  groups  to  violate  their  beliefs  by  requir¬ 
ing  them  to  verify  that  employees  hired  after 
Nov.  6,  1986,  are  citizens  or  legal  residents. 

RAILEY  CHILDREN:  Dr.  Walker  Rai- 

ley,  the  former  United  Methodist  minister 
whose  wife  was  choked 
nearly  to  death  two  years 
ago,  granted  custody  of  his 
two  children  July  25  to 
Diane  and  John  Yarring- 
ton,  long-time  family 
friends.  Ryan,  7,  and  Me¬ 
gan,  4,  have  been  with  the 
Yarringtons,  who  are  mov¬ 
ing  from  Dallas  to  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  since  their  mother,  Peggy,  was  at¬ 
tacked  in  April  1 987.  She  is  still  in  a  coma. 

DEAR  EDITOR:  a  hot  topic  among 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  clergy  is  ap¬ 
parently  the  denomination’s  unofficial  evangeli¬ 
cal  caucus.  Good  News.  The  summer  issue  of 
“Circuit  Rider,”  a  denominational  magazine 
for  clerics,  contains  seven  pages  of  letters  to  the 
editor  responding  to  articles  published  in  April 
about  the  caucus. 

PARTING  COMPANY:  Six  churches 

have  broken  ties  with  the  Christian  Conference 
of  Asia  since  the  1987  expulsion  of  that  confer¬ 
ence  from  Singapore  for  alleged  political  activi¬ 
ties.  Withdrawing  churches  include  Methodist, 
evangelical.  Mar  Thoma,  Syrian  Orthodox  and 
two  different  Lutheran  groups.  The  conference 
still  links  89  church  groups  in  17  countries  in 
the  region  from  offices  in  Japan,  Thailand, 
Hong  Kong  and  the  Philippines. 

HOLY  SEE  SAID  NO:  In  a  lecture  on 

Christian  love  and  sexuality,  Cardinal  Edouard 
Gagnon  told  200  people  in  Washington  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  was  offered  millions  of 
dollars  by  family-planning  representatives  to  lift 
the  church’s  ban  on  birth  control.  The  offer  came 
from  the  International  Planned  Parenthood  Fed¬ 
eration  in  the  late  1 960s,  the  cardinal  said. 

GHANA  TOUGHENS  RULES:  All 

religious  groups  in  Ghana  have  been  ordered  to 
register  with  the  government  by  the  end  of  Sep¬ 
tember  such  items  as  names  of  trustees,  salaries 
of  pastors,  financial  statements  and  the  sources 
of  funding  for  each  church  body.  Government 
officials  have  warned  that  use  of  church  premises 
for  political  sabotage  wouldn’t  be  tolerated. 

NEW  BATTLEGROUND:  In  north¬ 
ern  Virginia,  the  abortion  struggle  is  being 
fought  on  a  new  battleground  — a  blood  bank. 
Christian  anti-abortion  activists  are  asking 
churchgoers  not  to  donate  blood  to  Fairfax  Hos¬ 
pital,  where  abortions  are  performed.  Members 
of  more  than  100  churches  have  reportedly 
agreed  to  refrain  from  giving  blood,  sparking 
worries  of  a  blood  shortage  at  the  hospital. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 


Walker  Railey 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Four  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  bishops  assured 
President  Bush  July  28  that 
“United  Methodist  people  every¬ 
where”  were  praying  for  him. 

The  1  1-minute  meeting  re¬ 
summed  a  tradition  of  episcopal 
visits  to  the  White  House  that  be¬ 
gan  two  centuries  ago  but  had 
been  absent  from  recent  adminis¬ 
trations. 

The  meeting  marked  the  third 
time  in  three  months  that  United 
Methodist  bishops  had  represent¬ 
ed  the  nation’s  second  largest 
Protestant  denomination  at  the 
White  House. 

“We  want  to  assure  you  of  the 
prayers  of  the  United  Methodist 
people  everywhere  for  you  as  you 
carry  out  the  awesome  responsibil¬ 
ities  of  this  office  under  the  Con¬ 
stitution,”  said  the  bishops  in  their 
formal  greeting  read  by  Bishop  Le¬ 
roy  C.  Hodapp  (Indiana  Area), 
president-designate  of  the  United 


WOULD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO  BY  PETER  WILLIAMS 

United  Methodists  attend  WCC  session  in  U.S.S.R. 

MOSCOW — United  Methodists  at  the  July  17-21  World  Council  of  Churches  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  meeting  gather  near  the  Kremlin.  They  are  (from  left)  Theressa  Hoover  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries;  the  Rev.  Bruce  W.  Robbins  of  the  General  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns;  Dr.  Diana  Eck  of  Harvard  University;  Dr.  Janice  Love  of 
Columbia,  S.C.;  and  retired  Bishop  James  M.  Ault.  Members  of  the  WCC  committee,  meeting 
for  the  first  time  in  the  Soviet  Union,  heard  government  officials  explain  how  "perestroika"  is 
leading  to  greater  freedom  of  religion. 


Good  News  eyes 
pro-life  strategy 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
Some  evangelical  United  Meth¬ 
odists  say  abortion  is  the  most 
potentially  divisive  issue  in  the 
denomination. 

They  believe  the  issue  will  be 
hotly  debated  at  the  quadrennial 
gathering  of  the  denomination’s 
top  legislative  body  in  1992. 

Participants  at  the  convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist 
Good  News  movement  said  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  July  3  de¬ 
cision  in  a  Missouri  case  raised 
their  hopes  that  legalized  abor¬ 
tions  may  eventually  be  ended. 

The  high  court  stopped  short  of 
reversing  its  1973  Roe  vs.  Wade 
decision  legalizing  abortion. 

In  the  wake  of  the  July  deci¬ 
sion,  directors  of  Good  News,  an 
unofficial  evangelical  caucus 
within  the  denomination,  em¬ 
phasized  the  importance  of  plan¬ 
ning  a  pro-life  strategy. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  L.  Harris,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Ardmore 
(Okla.)  District,  urged  his  audi¬ 
ence  to  “take  a  stand  on  abor¬ 
tion — the  paramount  issue  of  the 
next  General  Conference.” 

Virginia  Law  Shell  of  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  a  leading  Good 
News  strategist,  said  the  stron¬ 
gest  abortion  debates  may  take 


place  among  the  denomination  s 
boards  and  agencies  rather  than 
within  local  congregations. 

Mrs.  Shell  expressed  concern 
that  the  denomination's  social-ac¬ 
tion  agency  “will  try  to  get  the  cur¬ 
rent  statement  watered  down  on 
the  floor  of  General  Conference.” 

Good  News  officials  publicly 
criticized  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  staff  mem¬ 
bers  and  directors  for  participat¬ 
ing  in  an  April  9  “pro-choice” 
rally  in  Washington. 

The  Good  News  position  stops 
short  of  an  absolute  no-abortion 
stance,  however. 

The  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger 
II,  the  group’s  executive  secre¬ 
tary  and  editor  of  "Good  News” 
magazine,  said  the  caucus  af¬ 
firms  the  church’s  official  posi¬ 
tion  on  abortion.  That  position 
supports  “the  legal  option  of 
abortion  under  proper  medical 
procedures”  if  justified  by  “trag¬ 
ic  conflicts  of  life.” 

The  40-member  Good  News 
board  endorsed  the  work  of  the 
2-year-old  pro-life  “Task  Force 
of  United  Methodists  on  Abor¬ 
tion  and  Sexuality.” 

Steven  P.  Wissler  of  Ephrata. 
Pa.,  director  of  the  task  force,  said 
1987  budgets  for  full-time,  main¬ 
line  Protestant  anti-abortion 
groups  were  $55,000  to  $250,000. 


Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

“We  are  grateful  for  your  strong 
Christian  faith  and  for  your  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  church.  We  affirm  your 
expressed  hope  for  a  'kinder  and 
gentler  nation’  and,  on  the  basis  of 
our  understanding  of  the  Gospel, 
will  be  supporting  of  steps  which 
lead  in  that  direction. 


“We  believe  history  is  ulti¬ 
mately  in  the  hands  of  God,  and 
our  prayers  for  you  will  be  that 
you  may  seek,  discern  and  follow 
God’s  will  for  this  nation  and  for 
the  peoples  of  the  world.” 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  An¬ 
geles  Area),  current  president  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  said  the 
episcopal  leaders  sought  the  presi¬ 
dential  audience  to  commemorate 
the  1789  visit  by  Bishops  Francis 
Asbury  and  Thomas  Coke  to  Pres¬ 
ident  George  Washington  in  the 
early  days  of  his  presidency. 


Asbury  and  Coke  were 
the  first  religious  represen 
to  call  on  the  first 


WASHINGTON— Four  United  Methodist  bishops  had  an  11 -minute  meeting  last  week  with 
President  Bush.  Theirs  was  the  latest  in  a  series  of  episcopal  visits  to  the  White  House  that  be¬ 
gan  two  centuries  ago.  From  left  are  Bishops  Melvin  Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area),  secretary, 
Council  of  Bishops;  Jack  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area),  president,  Council  of  Bishops;  Joseph  Yeakel 
(Washington  Area),  and  Leroy  Hodapp  (Indiana  Area),  president-elect,  Council  of  Bishops. 


'We're  praying  for  you/  bishops  tell  Bush 


UM  soldiers  for  Christ 
get  marching  orders 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

WEST  LAYFETTE,  Ind.— Get 
ready,  local  United  Methodist 
churches. 

Those  soldiers  of  the  cross 
called  United  Methodist  Men 
have  just  received  new  marching 
orders,  hoping  to  win  more  vic¬ 
tories  for  Christ! 

An  army  of  men — at  least 
5,200 — attending  the  5th  Inter¬ 
national  Congress  of  United 
Methodist  Men  carried  home  a 
new  membership  emphasis  from 
their  July  14-16  meeting  at  Pur¬ 
due  University. 

Using  the  initials  from  their 
old  slogan,  “Every  Man  Shares,” 
their  new  four-year  emphasis  is 
"Evangelism,  Mission  and  Spiri¬ 
tual  Life.” 

Ernie  Wendell,  national  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  nearly  300,000  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men,  told  the 
Reporter  that  for  the  past  eight 
years,  “Every  Man  Shares”  was  a 
second-mile  emphasis  to  fund 
national  men’s  ministries. 

Those  included  the  national 
hot  line  for  linking  moving  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  to  congregations 
in  their  new  communities,  Scout¬ 
ing  programs,  the  Upper  Room 
Living  Prayer  Center  and  spiritu¬ 
al  growth  retreats.  Those  minis¬ 
tries  were  all  sponsored  by  the 
men’s  parent  agency,  the  General 


Board  of  Discipleship. 

Those  activities  seemed  fine 
for  some,  Mr.  Wendell  said,  but 
many  men  didn’t  participate. 
That  was  because  they  didn’t  un¬ 
derstand  how  “Every  Man 
Shares”  funds  supported  men’s 
ministries  in  local  congregations. 

“The  purpose  of  the  new  em¬ 
phasis,”  said  Mr.  Wendell,  a 
member  of  McMannon  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Durham, 
N.C.,  “is  to  reach  out  to  the  local 
church  and  get  all  men  to  take 
part  in  evangelism,  mission  and 
spiritual  growth. 

“Now  United  Methodist  Men 
has  one  set  membership  amount — 
$15.  A  portion  of  that  money  will 
be  used  for  conference,  district, 
and  jurisdictional  work.  But  most 
of  it  will  support  EMS  ministries 
based  in  the  local  church.” 

The  quadrennial  men’s  logo 
comes  from  Daniel.  That  Old 
Testament  book  tells  of  three 
men  sent  to  bum  in  the  fiery  fur¬ 
nace  being  seen  “walking  in  the 
midst  of  the  fire.” 

“We  are  still  United  Methodist 
Men  with  our  cross  and  flame, 
but  our  job  now  is  to  get  men  on 
fire  for  the  Lord,”  said  Mr.  Wen¬ 
dell. 

“Our  purpose  as  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  is  to  be  ministers  of 
the  Gospel  and  to  bring  the  cen¬ 
trality  of  Christ  into  the  lives  of 
men  in  our  churches.” 


Evangelism 
„  c/Mssion 
Spiritual  life 


Here's  the  battle  plan 


Officials  of  United  Methodist  Men  say  their  goal  is  to  assist  the 
1 1,500  men’s  fellowships  across  the  United  States  in  developing  more 
programs  like  these: 


EVANGELISM  through  Scouting  ministries:  “Oh  sure,  we  hear  com¬ 
plaints  that  the  Scouts  rearranged  the  Sunday  School  classroom,  or  the 
Scouts  messed  up  the  fellowship  hall,  but  you  did  the  same  thing  when 
you  were  their  age,”  said  a  United  Methodist  Men’s  leader. 

“If  you’ve  got  a  Scout  group  at  your  church,  you've  got  potential 
members  for  your  United  Methodist  church.” 

MISSION  through  Volunteers  in  Mission  programs:  “I  think  the  big 
difference  in  our  program  now  is  that  we  are  going  to  be  intentional  in 
our  mission,"  said  James  H.  Snead  Jr ,  Nashville-based  chief  executive 
for  United  Methodist  Men. 

“We’re  not  trying  to  compete  with  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  their  Volunteers  in  Mission  program.  We’re  working  with 
them.  We’re  giving  the  men  hands-on  mission  experiences  by  going 
where  other  men  ask  us  to  come." 

For  example,  Mr.  Snead  said  hundreds  of  men  have  pledged  to  raise 
money  and  travel  to  Jamaica  to  repair  homes  of  the  Methodist  Men  in 
the  Caribbean  Methodist  Church.  Part  of  a  $54,000  offering  taken  dur¬ 
ing  the  Congress  is  to  be  used  for  Hurricane  Gilbert  relief. 

SPIRITUAL  LIFE  through  prayer  ministries:  “Men  are  tired  of  wad¬ 
ing  in  the  shallows;  they  want  to  plunge  into  the  depths  of  a  real  experi¬ 
ence  with  God,"  said  the  Rev.  G.  Ross  Freeman  of  Atlanta,  author  of 
the  program  resource  book,  “The  Spiritual  Journey  for  Men.” 

"Men  grow  deeper  in  the  faith  if  they  participate  in  a  group  experi¬ 
ence,  follow  a  spiritual  rode  map  and  are  given  situations  to  demon¬ 
strate  their  faith,  such  as  covenant  prayer  groups. 

"All  Christians  must  undergird  their  spiritual  journey  with  prayer. 
Pray  that  God  will  bring  the  men  of  your  church  into  doing  what  He 
wants  them  to  do." 


Pool  denies  access 
to  3  black  UM  youths 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Three  black  United  Methodist 
youths  were  denied  access  to  a  com¬ 
munity  swimming  pool  in  Salude, 
S.C.,  July  13  because  of  their  race. 

The  three  were  part  of  United 
Methodist  mission  youth  group 
working  in  the  community.  The 
group  was  made  up  of  50  junior  and 
senior  high  students. 

The  incident  made  headlines  af¬ 
ter  the  director  of  the  youth  project 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  “South  Caroli¬ 
na  Christian  Advocate"  deploring 
racial  discrimination. 

News  organizations  around  the 
country  reported  that  the  youths  were 
turned  away  from  the  pool,  owned  by 
the  Salude  Jaycees,  because  of  a 
clause  in  the  facility’s  deed. 

That  clause,  the  result  of  a  1933 
bequest,  stipulated  that  the  land 
could  be  used  for  the  recreation  of 
white  children  only. 

Soon  public  pressure  required  the 
national  Jaycees  to  step  in. 

The  Salude  Jaycees  announced 
July  27  that  the  Salude  Swim  and 
Tennis  Club  would  open  its  facility 
to  all  people. 

Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea  (South 
Carolina  Area),  who  is  black,  com¬ 
mended  the  Jaycees  for  amending 
their  bylaws  to  provide  for  a  “com¬ 
pletely  open  membership.” 

“While  we  rejoice  in  the  triumph 
of  good  over  evil,  we  must  not  forget 
the  pain  caused  to  youth,"  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Willie  Teague,  editor  of 
the  "South  Carolina  Christian  Ad¬ 


vocate,”  said  some  700  youths  at¬ 
tend  the  work  camp  each  year. 

“They  repair  substandard  hous¬ 
ing  during  the  day  and  have  recrea¬ 
tion  during  the  evening,”  Mr. 
Teague  said. 

“On  July  13,  about  50  campers 
were  taken  to  the  Salude  Swim  and 
Tennis  Club,  owned  by  the  Salude 
Jaycees.  However,  the  group  was 
told  that  everyone  could  swim  ex¬ 
cept  the  three  black  youths.” 

As  a  result,  none  of  the  youths  went 
swimming  that  day,  he  indicated. 

The  exclusion  was  based  on  the 
wishes  of  George  Wheeler.  He  left 
the  Salude  Jaycees  seven  acres  of 
land  in  1933  with  instructions  that 
it  could  be  used  for  the  recreation 
of  white  children  only. 
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A  SOUTHERN  CHURCH?:  Unless 
the  numerical  decline  is  reversed  within  United 
Methodism  during  the  next  30  years,  the  de¬ 
nomination  will  be  a  “southern  church  with  a 
scattering  of  smaller  churches  across  the  re¬ 
gion."  That's  the  prediction  of  the  Rev.  Lyle  E. 
Schaller,  nationally  known  analyst  of  how  con¬ 
gregations  function.  Mr.  Schaller,  a  United 
Methodist,  told  Northwest  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  annual  conference  leaders  recently  that 
the  South  and  Southwest  are  most  effective  in 
efforts  to  reverse  the  church’s  numerical  decline. 

FELLOWSHIP  ELECTS:  Sara  Collins 
of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind„  was  elected  national  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts  at  the  group's 
recent  convocation  in  Claremont,  Calif.  Other 
1989-90  officers  are  Robert  R.  Fejes,  a  diaconal 
minister  from  St.  Petersburg,  Fla,  president¬ 
elect;  William  Weisser,  a  diaconal  minister 
from  Raleigh.  N.C.,  vice  president;  and  Linda 
Bradberry  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  secretary. 

BIG  BAKE-OFF:  Betty  Cosper  of  Talla¬ 
poosa,  Ga.,  wants  to  preserve  the  1 14-year-old 
Pleasant  Hill  United  Methodist  Church  build¬ 
ing  in  northwestern  Georgia.  The  building  is 
scheduled  to  be  torn  down  next  month.  The 
congregation  has  disbanded,  and  members  have 
joined  other  United  Methodist  congregations. 
By  baking  and  selling  at  least  5,000  pound  cakes 
for  S10  each.  Mrs.  Cosper  hopes  to  buy  the 
church  and  convert  it  into  a  rural-life  museum 
near  the  Georgia-Alabama  state  line.  She  has 
raised  $1,000  of  the  $17,000  needed  to  buy  and 
move  the  building. 

SINGING  A  NEW  TUNE:  The  Rev. 

Carlton  R.  Young,  editor  of  the  new  United 
Methodist  hymnal,  is  to  lead  a  workshop  for 
worship  leaders,  musicians  and  choirs  at  Gulf- 
side  United  Methodist  Assembly  at  Waveland, 
Miss.,  this  month.  “Then  Sings  My  Soul”  is 
sponsored  by  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  the  Texas  Conference  Gulfside  Re¬ 
union  Club.  Participants  in  the  Aug.  18-19  event 
are  to  reflect  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  for¬ 
mation  of  The  Methodist  Church  and  the  incep¬ 
tion  of  the  former  all-black  Central  Jurisdiction. 


UM  church  rejoices  at  missionary's  release 


BaUCS  OLSON  PHOTO  couamv  Of  SUSAN  WILLIAMS 

Bruce  Olson  is  shown  with  members  of  the  Motilon  tribe  in  northeastern  Colombia.  The  inde¬ 
pendent  missionary,  a  member  of  a  United  Methodsit  church  in  San  Augustine,  Texas,  was  re¬ 
leased  last  month  after  nine  months  as  a  captive  of  Colombian  guerrillas. 

Lausanne  II  emphasizes  'whole  Gospel' 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

The  prayers  of  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  in  San  Augus¬ 
tine,  Texas,  were  answered  last 
month  with  the  release  of  a  U.S. 
missionary  held  prisoner  by  guer¬ 
rillas  in  Colombia  for  nine  months. 

Bruce  Olson,  a  member  of  the 
congregation,  was  freed  unharmed 
just  days  after  being  sentenced  to 
death  in  a  “people’s  court.” 

Mr.  Olson,  47,  an  independent 
missionary  among  the  primitive 
Motilon  Indians  of  northeastern 
Colombia,  was  held  prisoner  by 
the  Camilist  Union-National 
Liberation  Army. 

“We  prayed  for  Bruce's  safety 
during  his  captivity,”  said  the 
Rev.  Roy  T.  James,  pastor  of  the 
310-member  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  San  Augustine. 

“And  we  constantly  prayed  his 
captors’  hearts  might  be  trans¬ 
formed  and  that  was  apparently 
the  case." 

Mr.  Olson  joined  the  Texas 
church  in  the  early  1960s  after 
speaking  there. 

The  missionary  was  apparently 
overwhelmed  by  the  “love  of  the 
congregation,”  said  Mr.  James, 
its  pastor  since  1988.  He  said  he 
had  never  met  the  missionary  the 
church  supports  financially  as 
well  as  with  its  prayers. 

Upon  hearing  of  Mr.  Olson’s  re¬ 
lease,  the  congregation  organized  a 
service  of  celebration  to  give 
thanks  for  his  freedom  and  to  of¬ 
fer  testimonies  of  how  he  has  af¬ 
fected  their  lives,  said  Mr.  James. 

The  release  also  “enormously 
relieved"  Susan  Williams,  a  fam¬ 


ily  friend  from  Sacramento, 
Calif.  She  had  coordinated  ef¬ 
forts  to  free  Mr.  Olson. 

"He’s  in  exceptionally  good 
shape,  considering  what  he’s 
been  through,”  Ms.  Williams 
told  the  Reporter.  “It  was  a 
dreadful  ordeal.  There  were  mo¬ 
ments  when  we  came  close  to  los¬ 
ing  hope,  especially  when  he  was 
sentenced  to  death.” 

Negotiations  for  Mr.  Olson’s  re¬ 
lease  have  been  under  way  since 
he  was  captured  at  gunpoint  Oct. 
24  near  Tibu,  Colombia. 

Negotiators  included  members 
of  the  Motilon  tribe  and  his  family, 
with  help  from  the  Red  Cross  and 
the  U.S.  and  Colombian  govern¬ 
ments,  Ms.  Williams  said. 

Mr.  Olson  is  a  citizen  of  Colom¬ 
bia  and  may  continue  his  work 
with  the  Motilon  tribe,  she  said. 

Mr.  Olson  has  lived  in  South 
America  since  1961,  when  he 
flew  to  Venezuela  and  studied  at 
the  University  of  Caracas. 

He  reportedly  discovered  the 
tribe  when  a  tribal  member 
wounded  him  with  an  arrow.  Mr. 
Olson  said  he  had  gone  into  the 
jungle  on  an  impulse.  The  Indi¬ 
ans  spared  him,  and  he  became 
their  teaiher. 

“Unlike  those  who  might  have 
tried  to  change  the  tribe’s  culture, 
he  tried  to  help  them  become 
themselves,”  said  Mr.  James. 

The  missionary  introduced  new 
foods,  such  as  maize,  soybeans 
and  coconuts  to  the  Indians. 

He  conducted  a  massive  pro¬ 
gram  to  inoculate  them  against 
such  diseases  as  smallpox  and  po¬ 
lio  and  created  a  Motilon  alphabet 
based  on  the  spoken  language. 


A  world  Methodist  leader  says  a 
recent  world  evangelism  congress 
beckons  Christians  to  go  "beyond 
the  first  steps  taken”  in  Lausanne, 
Switzerland,  15  years  ago. 

The  1974  meeting  has  been 
hailed  as  the  foundation  of  a 
worldwide  evangelism  movement. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  said  Lausanne  II  in  Ma¬ 
nila,  Philippines,  underscored  the 
importance  of  a  common  objec¬ 
tive  for  the  wide  range  of  churches 


and  evangelism  groups. 

That  objective,  he  said,  is  for 
“the  whole  church  to  take  the 
whole  Gospel  to  the  whole  world.” 

The  4,336  participants  from 
191  nations  caught  a  sense  of 
that  vision  anew,  said  Dr.  Hale, 
who  was  also  at  the  1 974  session. 

“We  experienced  a  cumulative 
impact  perhaps  never  before  felt  in 
any  world  evangelism  conference.” 

Keith  Rae,  an  official  from  the 
United  Methodist  missions  board, 
said  the  event  may  help  unite  a  di¬ 


verse  group  for  evangelization. 

“I  have  a  sense  that  there  are 
both  evangelicals  and  liberals  will¬ 
ing  to  move  to  a  position  more 
central  in  terms  of  evangelism  and 
social  action,"  said  Dr.  Rae. 

The  Rev.  H.T.  Maclin  Jr.,  chief 
executive  of  the  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists,  agreed. 

"There  was  a  beautiful  balance 
struck  between  proclamation  of 
the  Gospel  and  the  responsibility 
of  Christians  in  the  world  in 
which  we  live,"  said  Dr.  Maclin. 


New  hymnal  strikes  happy  chord  with  arts  group 


MEN  DRIVE  HARD  BARGAIN:  A 

brand-new  van  is  the  prize  being  offered  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Men’s  Division 
during  its  1990  "Bowl-a-Thon”  fund-raiser. 
United  Methodist  Men's  fellowships  across  the 
country  have  been  asked  to  organize  bowling 
teams  during  the  weeks  of  Feb.  3-18.  Each 
bowler  is  to  secure  financial  pledges  for  three 
complete  games.  The  group  raising  the  most 
money  by  March  6  wins.  Proceeds  will  go  to 
ministries  funded  by  the  UM  Men’s  Foundation. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

A»»oc/jfe  Editor 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— The 
new  UnitedMethodist  Hymnal — 
which  you  may  already  be  using 
in  your  local  congregation — was  a 
focal  point  of  the  recent  convoca¬ 
tion  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts. 

New  hymnals,  now  in  their 
second  printing,  began  arriving 
in  local  congregations  this  spring. 


Four  workshops  at  the  convo¬ 
cation  were  geared  toward  learn¬ 
ing  how  to  use  the  new  hymnal 
and  how  to  teach  local  congrega¬ 
tions  to  use  it. 

Two  music  workshops,  one  for 
musicians  and  the  other  for  pas¬ 
tors,  were  led  by  the  Rev.  Carlton 
R.  Young  of  Nashville.  He  is  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  1989  hymnal  and  was 
editor  of  its  1 964  predecessor. 

“This  [new]  hymnal  is  so  utter¬ 
ly  a  part  of  where  we  are  as  a  na- 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  soujhl  by 

Denver’s  Park  Hill  UMC,  an  integrated,  urban 
congregation  of  1 100.  Experience,  versatility,  in¬ 
novation,  energy  required  to  direct  choirs  and  de¬ 
velop  music  ministry  to  church  and  community. 
Salary  $25-30.000/negotiable  benefits.  Accepting 
resumes,  references,  tapes:  Search  Committee, 
Park  Hill  UMC,  5209  Montview.  Denver,  CO 
80207.  Deadline  August  31. 

WANTED:  ORGANIST/DIRECTOR,  part-time. 

United  Methodist  Church.  187  Main  St.,  Masse- 
na.  NY.  13662.  900-member  church,  established 
music  program.  3  choirs,  handbells,  Allen  organ, 
community  choir.  Interest  in  creative  worship. 
Opportunities  for  piano/organ  teaching. 

FOOD  SERVICE  DIRECTOR/CHEF  for  large 

United  Methodist  conference  center.  Full-time. 
High  school  diploma;  five  years  food  service  ex¬ 
perience.  Resume  to:  Epworth  Forest,  Box  16, 
North  Webster.  IN  46555.  (219)  834-2212.  ; 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  IN  2200-MEMBER 

NW  Arkansas  UMC.  Major  responsibilities  in 
Christian  Education.  Full-time.  Send  resume  to: 
FUMC,  P.O  Box  376.  Springdale,  AR  72765. 

ORGANIST  AND  CHOIR  DIRECTOR.  Part- 

time  positions.  Contact:  Rev.  Tom  Brown,  Calva¬ 
ry  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  673.  Par¬ 
is,  TX  75460.  Phone:  (214)  784-6330. 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  &  TOUR 

of  the  Bavarian-Swiss-Austrian  Alps,  Vienna. 
Budapest  (optional).  Fourteen  days,  late  July, 
1990.  Contact:  Rev.  J.U.  Guerry.  Davie  UMC. 
6500  S.W.  47  Street.  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33314. 
(305)581-0920. 

WASHINGTON  AREA  CHURCH  SEEKS  Pro¬ 

gram  Director.  Requires  emphasis  on  youth  and 
education  ministries  and  serving  as  resource  per¬ 
son  with  work  areas.  Mail  resumes  asap  to:  Rev 
Ann  Laprade,  Faith  UMC,  6810  Montrose  Rd.. 
Rockville,  MD  20852  or  phone  (301 )  88 1-1 881 

HOME  OR  CHURCH  RETREAT:  3  BR,  2  bath. 

LR-DR,  porch,  double  attached  garage,  energy  ef¬ 
ficient,  20  acres,  new  workshop  20x50,  lVi  hours 
from  Branson,  and  Mountain  View  Near  Moun- 
tain  Home.  Arkansas  and  Buffalo  River.  House 
never  lived  in.  $39,500.  (318)  263-2374. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  and  WORSHIP  LEADER 

Evangelical  church  with  1200  members  seeks  in- 
dividual  to  direct  adult,  children  and  youth  mu¬ 
sic  programs.  Bachelors  degree  preferred.  Knowl¬ 
edge  of  traditional  as  well  as  contemporary 
Christian  music  essentiaL  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience.  Lake  Shore  UMC,  2246  Bland- 
ing  Blvd  .  Jacksonville.  FL  32210. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  DALLAS  PEACE 

Times.  Application  deadline  8/31/89.  Part-time 
or  full.  Benefits  negotiable.  Write  DPC,  3100 
Martin  Luther  Kina  Jr.  Blvd.  Dallas.  TX  75215. 
or  call  (214)421-4082. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  with 

light  responsibilities  in  Christian  education 
sought  by  1500-member  church.  Fully  graded 
music  program.  Salary  and  job  description  nego¬ 
tiable  Send  resume  to.  Dr.  Max  Browning.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.O  Box  1981,  Pam- 
pa.Tx  79066-1981.  J 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 

for  active  full-time  position  in  growing  2500- 
member  central  Florida  church.  Responsibilities 
include  the  direction  of  choral  and  handbell  en¬ 
sembles  as  well  as  children’s  choirs  and  instru¬ 
mental  groups.  Experience  preferred.  Salary  nc- 
gotiablc/bcncfit  package.  Send  resume  to:  Rev. 
David  T.  Brewer,  rirst  United  Methodist 
Church,  1 126  E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd..  Ocala.  FL 
32670.  Telephone:  (904)  622-3244. 

CHURCH  SPEAKER  ROSTRUM  AND  altar 

set  Solid  oak  pulpit  77x41x44  32”  speaker  plat¬ 
form.  altar  97x27x40.  A.B.  Dick  Mimeograph 
and  electric  stencil  maker.  (214)  255-4185. 

FULL-TIME  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  Di- 

rector.  Central  Illinois  Conference.  Request  ap¬ 
plication  from  Georae  Russell,  chair  personnel 
committee,  Bo*  51a.  Bloomington,  IL  61702- 
0515.  1989  salary  $42,268,  housing,  travel,  bene- 
fits.  Applications  due  September  1 5. 


PRESIDENT  AND  CHIEF  EXECUTIVE  Offi¬ 

cer.  United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  (an  Equal  Opportunity  Em¬ 
ployer)  with  offices  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Ideal  candi¬ 
date  should  be  an  experienced  executive,  have  in¬ 
timate  knowledge  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  experience  in  health  and  human  service 
ministries  and  able  to  travel  extensively.  Reply 
mail  only  to:  Dr.  Charles  K.  Dilgard.  Chairman 
Search  Committee,  do  Otterbein  Homes,  585  N. 
State  Route  741,  Lebanon,  OH  45036.  On  or  be- 
fore  August  31,  1989. 


CHOIR  DIRECTOR/ORGANIST  NEEDED. 

Call  Dan  Williams,  Chapel  Hill  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Dallas,  TX.(2I4)  241-3491. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  part- 

time  position  open  August  I,  growing  740-mem¬ 
ber  church.  Experience  preferred.  Send  resume  or 
contact:  Dr.  Jay  Beavers,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  217,  Midlothian.  TX  76065.  Phone: 
(214) 775-3993 


DIRECTOR  OF  RECREATIONAL  Ministries. 

Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church  is 
seeking  a  person  with  administrative  and  pro¬ 
gramming  skills  to  develop  a  comprehensive  rec¬ 
reational  ministry  for  the  12,000-member 
church.  Salary  and  benefits  package  is  negotia¬ 
ble.  Please  send  resumes  by  August  15  to:  Jerry 
Overton,  3300  Mockingbird,  Dallas,  TX  75205. 
(214) 521-3111 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  2000  + 

member  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Ruston,  LA.  Excellent  facilities  located  in  college 
town.  Experienced  person  with  strong  faith  and 
love  for  young  people.  Please  contact:  Search 
Committee.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
1000  West  Woodward  Avenue,  Ruston,  LA 
71270  or  call  (318)  251-0750. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville.  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067,  627-9507. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 

Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  A  Ca¬ 
nal  Street.  Dr.  Ken.  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30 
a.m.  Worship:  1 1 :00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. _ 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu- 

mulations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  nego¬ 
tiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  808,  Fulton.  TX  78358 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed 

full-time  for  2400-member  church.  Position  to  be 
filled  by  end  of  August.  Requirements  include: 
United  Methodist  background,  four  year  degree, 
a  minimum  of  six  years  experience  (volunteer 
and  paid)  with  some  experience  in  a  church  of 
over  1,000  members.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  Resumes  to  include  a  statement  of 
faith/calling.  Resumes  to:  Mrs.  Cindy  Sisco,  Like 
Magdalene  United  Methodist  Church.  2902 
Fletcher  Avenue.  West.  Tampa,  FL  33618. 


WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 

Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94109  (415)  673-6768. _ _ 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  Church. 

Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians 
National  Referral  Service.  Dept.  18,  Box  36, 
Huntington,  WV  25706-0036. 


POSITION  OPEN  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

for  multi-ministry  mission  project  of  the  WV 
Conference  of  UMC.  Requires  clergy  or  laity 
with  Master's  degree  in  social  work  or  related 
field.  Send  resume  to:  P.O.  Box  327,  Elkview. 
WV  25071  by  August  23.  EOE. 


Sign  in,  please 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— Here’s  a 
use  you  might  not  have  considered  for 
the  new  United  Methodist  Hymnal:  It 
makes  a  dandy  autograph  book. 

At  least  that’s  one  use  participants 
made  of  it  at  the  recent  worship,  mu¬ 
sic  and  arts  convocation. 

Convocation  registrants  received 
copies  of  the  hymnal  with  special  cov¬ 
ers  commemorating  the  1988  General 
Conference,  which  authorized  the 
book.  Participants  used  those  copies 
during  worship  and  could  keep  them 
as  souvenirs  of  the  event. 


tion,”  said  Dr.  Young.  “With 
this  new  music,  let’s  make  people 
understand  that  we  United 
Methodists  are  not  just  of  Euro¬ 
pean  ancestry  in  the  latter  half  of 
the  20th  century.” 

Arrangement  makes  point 

The  hymnal’s  organization  it¬ 
self  says  something  about  the 
church,  he  continued. 

“Although  we  are  a  singing 
people,  singing  does  not  consti- 

-in  my  hymnbook 

Before  long  participants  were  ex¬ 
changing  signatures,  asking  people  to 
sign  their  favorite  hymns.  Then  partic¬ 
ipants  started  gathering  autographs  of 
convocation  leaders. 

Two  of  the  most  sought-after  auto¬ 
graphs  were  those  of  the  Rev.  Carlton 
R.  Young,  hymnal  editor,  and  the 
Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin  Jr.,  guest 
preacher. 

"How  do  you  like  this  new  hym¬ 
nal?”  Dr.  Coffin  asked  one  admirer  of 
the  book. 

Her  quick  response:  “We  love  it!” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


tute  our  liturgy,”  Dr.  Young  said. 
"Moving  the  worship  services  to 
the  front  of  the  book — where  you 
can  find  them — makes  that  state¬ 
ment  in  a  profound  way.” 

Two  other  workshops  focused 
on  the  worship  rites  in  the  new 
hymnal  and  on  fresh  images  of 
God  and  humans  in  United 
Methodist  hymns. 

The  Rev.  Beryl  Ingram-Ward 
of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  led  the  ses¬ 
sions.  Ms.  Ingram-Ward,  pastor 
of  a  Tacoma  congregation, 
helped  edit  the  worship  services 
as  a  member  of  the  1984-88 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee. 

“What  does  it  mean  to  have 
four  ’services  of  word  and  table’ 
[communion],  three  baptismal  ser¬ 
vices  and  orders  for  daily  prayer 
and  praise?”  she  asked  during  the 
session  on  worship  rites.  “It  pro¬ 
vides  for  great  variety,  great  flexi¬ 
bility,  to  allow  pastors  and  other 
worship  leaders  to  plan  appropri¬ 
ately  for  their  congregations.” 

Images  examined 

Ms.  Ingram-Ward’s  session  on 
fresh  images  considered  positive 
female  “mothering”  concepts 


and  inclusive  language  contained 
in  the  new  hymnal. 

Language  changes  include  such 
things  as  “sons”  to  “saints,” 
“his”  to  "theirs”  and  pronouns 
for  God  from  “he”  to  “who.” 

“The  hymns  sing  so  well  that  un¬ 
less  you  were  comparing  the  texts 
you  wouldn't  see  the  changes,”  Ms. 
Ingram-Ward  noted  later  for  the 
Reporter.  “The  ’images’  session 
seemed  to  be  well-received.  People 
really  enjoyed  the  singing." 

While  the  workshops  elicited 
many  questions  about  details  of 
the  hymnal,  nearly  all  partici¬ 
pants  expressed  great  satisfaction 
with  the  new  book. 

Most  participants  indicated 
they  were  eager  to  begin  using 
the  new  hymnal  in  their  local 
congregations. 

The  hymnal  is  expected  to  gain 
even  wider  use  after  a  national 
event  this  fall  to  train  a  network 
of  consultants.  These  consultants 
are  to  teach  local  congregations 
how  to  employ  the  hymnal  most 
effectively  in  worship. 

Also  expected  this  fall  is  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  hymnal’s  keyboard 
edition  for  accompanists. 


God's  / Technicolor ' 
spirit  is  celebrated 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— Neeake, 
the  Shawnee  storyteller,  held  his  au¬ 
dience  enraptured. 

With  his  story  of  a  little  mouse 
who  gave  himself  for  others,  Neeake 
(pronounced  NEE-kay)  brought  the 
message  for  one  of  the  most  unusual 
services — during  a  week  of  extraordi¬ 
nary  worship  services — at  the  recent 
convocation  of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Mu¬ 
sic  and  Other  Arts. 

Elements  of  Asian,  black,  Hispanic 
and  Native  American  traditions  were 
included  during  a  90-minute  “Celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  Technicolor  Spirit  of  God.” 

Neeake,  whose  English  name  is  the 
Rev.  Fred  A.  Shaw,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  pastor  in  Maineville,  Ohio,  was 
joined  by  others  in  leading  worship. 

The  Rev.  John  B.  Rathod  of  Chica¬ 
go  read  Scripture  in  two  East  Indian 
dialects.  Hindi  and  Dujarti.  The  Rev. 
Ai-Ra  Kim  of  Madison,  N.J.,  per¬ 
formed  liturgical  dances  to  a  Korean 
folk  song  and  to  the  singing  of  "The 
Lord’s  Prayer.” 

Choral  groups  sang  black  and  His¬ 
panic  hymns.  A  Native  American 
group  led  the  congregation  in  singing 
“Amazing  Grace"  in  English,  Chero¬ 


kee,  Choctaw  and  Creek. 

"Technicolor  Celebration"  was 
the  first  public  presentation  of  the 
fellowship’s  Multi-Cultural  Round¬ 
table,  which  was  organized  at  the 
convocation. 

The  roundtable’s  30  members  de¬ 
cided  jointly  to  have  a  worship  service 
to  dramatize  the  rich  diversity  of  eth¬ 
nic  worship  traditions  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  said  the  Rev.  Lio¬ 
nel  P.A.  Muthiah  of  Linton,  N.D.  He 
is  project  director  for  the  roundtable. 

The  roundtable  was  initiated  by 
the  fellowship’s  governing  council 
and  supported  by  ethnic-minority- 
local-church  funds  from  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship. 

Information  from  the  group  on 
multicultural  worship  traditions  and 
resources  is  to  be  considered  by  the 
church’s  1989-92  study  committee 
on  worship.  The  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  instructed  the  study  commit¬ 
tee  to  write  a  new  version  of  the 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Worship. 

The  first  of  the  roundtable’s  sug¬ 
gestions  is  to  be  offered  at  the  study 
committee’s  meeting  Aug.  16-19  in 
Nashville. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— Neeake,  principal  storyteller  of  the  Shawnee, 
brings  the  message  of  a  little  mouse  who  gave  himself  for  others 
during  the  "Celebration  of  God's  Technicolor  Spirit." 
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Christ  Does 
Make  a 
Difference 


Editor's  Note:  For  the  ne.xt  several  issues  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
various  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  that  is  usually  re¬ 
served  for  the  bishop. 

Does  being  a  Christian  make  a  difference?  This  question  was  direct¬ 
ly  answered  for  me  recently. 

In  an  effort  to  become  acquainted  with  my  new  appointment,  Retta 
and  I  set  out  to  visit  a  charge  previously  served  by  my  father.  Sixty 
years  had  passed  since  Willie  Poole  had  been  appointed  to  his  first  ap¬ 
pointment.  Here  were  the  congregations  that  received  him  and  here  he 
married.  He  and  his  bride  moved  after  serving  one  year. 

In  both  congregations  I  visited  that  day  when  I  told  them  my  name, 
several  people  asked  immediately  if  I  was  the  son  of  Willie  and  Helen 
Poole.  Then  after  the  service,  people  came  and  greeted  me  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  remarks:  “He  was  my  basketball  coach.”  “Your  Dad  did  the 
marriage  service  for  my  brother  and  his  wife."  “He  had  the  funeral  ser¬ 
vice  for  my  sister-in-law.”  “He  was  here  in  1928." 

All  sorts  of  thoughts  and  emotions  were  mine  on  that  day.  Dad  had 
served  these  congregations  many  years  ago,  yet  he  made  a  difference  in 
the  lives  of  people.  I  believe  my  Dad,  who  died  two  years  ago,  would  be 
pleased  to  know  he  was  remembered.  But  I  know  he  would  rejoice 
knowing  that  the  folks  he  had  worked  with  were  celebrating  the  Christ 
in  worship.  Christ  had  made  a  difference  in  their  lives,  as  He  had  made 
a  difference  in  my  father's  life.  Our  lives  do  matter.  What  we  do  makes 
a  difference  down  through  the  years. 

Remember  the  conversation  reported  of  John  Wesley  when  he  was 
asked  as  to  whether  he  thought  the  Methodist  movement  would  last. 
His  answer  was  something  to  the  effect  that  he  was  not  so  concerned 
that  the  Methodist  movement  lasted,  but  he  was  deeply  concerned  that 
the  faith  the  Methodists  exemplified  continued. 

In  fact,  the  Christian  faith  is  based  on  the  difference  the  life  of 
Christ  made  in  our  world  and  into  eternity. 

Out  from  Dubach  there  is  the  Sandy  Hills  Golf  Course.  A  Baptist 
Church  has  a  bench  with  their  name  and  these  words  written  on  it, 
“Jesus  has  died.  Jesus  has  risen.  Jesus  will  come  again."  Almost  the 
exact  words  of  our  Eloly  Communion.  Jesus  has  made  the  difference. 
And  our  lives  can  reflect  this  difference. 

James  Poole, 

Ruston  District  Superintendent 


Around  the  Conference- 


UP,  UP,  AND  AWAY — Brushwood  UMC  in  Dubberly  experienced  a 
Vacation  Bible  School  |une  12-18  with  47  in  attendance.  The  title 
was  "A  Journey  Upward"  and  all  children  attending  enjoyed  the 
journey  for  five  days.  At  the  completion  of  the  event  balloons  were 
launched  with  witnessing  messages  inside  of  them.  Debbie  Miller 
was  the  Bible  School  leader.  Rev.  Judith  Bazer  is  pastor. 


Why  Do  United  Methodists  Give? 

Do  United  Methodists  give  out  of  a  desire  to  share  God's  gifts?  Is 
the  sharing  prompted  by  a  sense  of  commitment,  a  reminder  of  the 
vows  taken  when  we  joined  the  church:  “to  be  loyal  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  uphold  it  by  (our)  prayers,  presence,  gifts  and 
service?"  Or.  do  we  give  because  the  minister  has  just  shared  the  sto¬ 
ry  of  a  critical  need  in  our  community  or  in  other  parts  of  the  world? 

United  Methodists  give  for  all  of  the  above  reasons  and  more.  We 
give  because  God  has  given  to  us.  Our  gifts  express  our  gratitude  and 
love  for  Christ  and  for  God's  people.  We  give  out  of  a  sense  of  mis¬ 
sion  and  as  an  indication  of  our  faith. 

"Celebrating  Our  Gifts" 

United  Methodist  Communications 


New  Church  Planned  for  Bossier  City 

1000  Club  to  Help 


A  new  United  Methodist  church, 
to  be  built  in  Bossier  City,  will  be 
the  recipient  of  the  three  Calls  of 
the  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club, 
Inc.  during  the  1989-1990  Confer¬ 
ence  Year.  The  new  church,  which 
will  be  named  by  the  congregation 
this  fall,  will  be  located  just  north  of 
Interstate  220  Bypass  on  Airline 
Drive. 

The  new  church  will  be  built  on  a 
15.1  acre  plot,  and  is  designed  to 
serve  the  people  of  Bossier  City 
north  of  1-20  highway,  comprising 
some  16,000  homes  in  that  area. 

Reverend  Jerry  C.  Hilbun  is  the 
pastor,  appointed  at  this  past  Annu¬ 


al  Conference  in  Shreveport.  This  is 
the  first  new  United  Methodist 
church  to  be  built  in  the  Shreveport 
District  since  1977,  and  the  first  to 
be  built  in  the  Shreveport-Bossier 
City  area  since  1967. 

A  volunteer  force  of  100  will  be 
involved  in  a  6-week  community 
survey,  starting  the  middle  of  Au¬ 
gust  and  culminating  with  the  first 
worship  service  of  the  new  church 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  October. 

Worship  services  and  church 
school  activities  will  be  held  in  tem¬ 
porary  facilities  provided  in  the 
Bossier  City  Community  College, 
which  is  located  just  south  of  the  I- 


220  Bypass  and  approximately  one 
mile  from  the  new  church  site. 

Application  forms  are  available 
from  local  church  pastors  and  each 
District  1000  Club  director.  There 
are  3  Calls  each  year  for  $25.00 
each. 


Counseling  Program 
Designed  for  Crisis  Situations 


A  specialized  counseling  ap¬ 
proach  to  crisis  situations  will  be  of¬ 
fered  to  clergy  and  interested 
lay-persons  at  Central  Louisiana 
State  Hospital  beginning  Monday, 
August  21,  1989  according  to  Chap¬ 
lain  W.  Carlton  Vance,  Director 
of  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Training 
Program. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is 
on  the  Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central 
as  a  seminary  consultant,  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  some  of  the  seminars. 
Specific  emphasis  will  be  given  to 
learning  specialized  counseling  ap¬ 
proaches  to  persons  who  may  be.  in 
a  crisis  situation.  Focus  will  be  giv¬ 
en  to  the  nature  of  crisis,  crisis  in-  ( 
tervention,  family  crises,  etc. 
Seminary  credit  can  be  earned  and 
continuing  education  credit  will  be 


given  to  those  who  participate. 

Three  primary  objectives  of  this 
course  will  be:  ( 1 )  to  gain  insight 
into  the  dimensions  of  specific  cri¬ 
sis  situations  as  well  as  to  learn 
techniques  and  methods  of  inter¬ 
personal  encounter  so  as  to  offer  an 
effective  caring  ministry  to  people 
in  crisis;  (2)  to  gain  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  the  behavior  of  people 
and  become  more  effective  in  find¬ 
ing  alternative  coping  skills;  and 
(3)  to  develop  a  close  working  rela¬ 
tionship  with  professional  hospital 
staff  by  participating  with  a  psychi¬ 
atric  treatment  team. 

—  *—  .  . 

Interested  persons  may  call  484- 
6357  or  write  Chaplain  Vance  at 
Central  Hospital,  P.O.  Box  5031, 
Pineville,  LA  71361-5031. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events -j 


ADONAI  SINGERS  TOUR — The  youth  choir  of  Zachary  UMC  spent 
its  spring  break  on  tour  in  Abilene  and  Sweetwater,  Texas  present¬ 
ing  the  musical  "Surrender."  The  group  also  enjoyed  sight  seeing  in 
Albuquerque  and  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico.  Members  are  from  sixth 
grade  through  college.  Rev.  James  W.  Mitchell  is  pastor. 


The  congregation  of  St.  Luke's 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  recently 
joined  with  laity  and  clergy  from 
across  the  Conference  for  the  conse¬ 
cration  of  its  new  construction. 
Construction  included  a  newly 
completed  Christian  education 
building,  an  Administrative  office 
complex  and  library,  and  a  new  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall  and  nursery.  This 
project  doubles  the  church’s  exist¬ 
ing  floor  space,  and  raises  the  total 
property  value  to  $500,000. 

Rev.  Ken  Bowman  is  pastor  of 
St.  Luke’s. 


At  the  May  meeting  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Council  of  Louisiana 
Memorial  UMC  in  Opelousas,  it 
was  voted  upon  to  change  the 
church  structure  back  to  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  and  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  plan  for  organizing  its  ad 
ministrative  and  programmatic  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  With  terrific  growth 
in  membership  and  programs,  it 
was  felt  that  this  would  be  the  best 
opportunity  to  coordinate  activities 
and  planning.  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr. 
is  pastor. 


The  Junior  UM  Youth  Rock-A- 
Thon  of  First  UMC,  Amite,  was  a 
great  success.  The  Juniors  earned 
$903  for  their  efforts.  A  special 
“thank  you”  goes  to  everyone  who 
supported  this  fundraiser.  Rev.  Ken 
Irby  is  pastor. 


The  first  Vacation  Bible  School 
of  Cornerstone  UMC  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  was  a  tremendous  success.  Fifty- 
one  children  and  youth  and  16  workers 
were  involved  in  the  week-long  event. 
Rev.  Tim  Lawson  is  pastor. 


Mount  Zion  UMC’s  24th  Annual 
Festiv-All  was  recently  presented  at 
the  Bayou  Plaza  Hotel  in  New  Orleans. 
All  proceeds  went  toward  the  Building 
Fund  Drive.  The  theme  for  this  special 
event  was  “To  Mount  Zion  With 
Love.”  All  auxiliaries  of  the  Church 
and  Church  School  Department  also 
participated.  The  public  was  invit¬ 
ed.  Mrs.  Rozeta  P.  Norris  was  the 
Chairperson  for  the  Festiv-All.  Rev. 


Leslie  P.  Norris  is  pastor. 


The  annual  UMYF  vs  Adults 
softball  game  for  First  UMC, 
Mansfield,  was  recently  played  with 
56  in  attendance.  The  event  took 
place  at  the  Mansfield  Battle  Park. 
The  older  set  won  (with  a  lot  of  help 
from  the  King’s  Kids)  6-5.  Moun¬ 
tains  of  hamburgers  and  glaciers  of 
home-made  ice  cream  were  con¬ 
sumed  by  the  participants  and  spec¬ 
tators.  A  special  thank  you  goes  to 
Judy  Jones  and  the  Blanche  Knott 
Sunday  School  Class  for  co-hosting 
this  event  with  the  youth.  Rev.  A. 
Wayne  Evans  is  pastor. 


In  order  to  help  families  get  the 
children  ready  for  back  to  school, 
University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles 
has  scheduled  a  Clothing  Give- 
Away  August  16  and  17  in  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall.  Volunteers  will  be 
needed  from  the  area  to  help  set  up. 
Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Because  of  the  recent  generous 
gifts  and  offerings,  Lake  Vista 
UMC  in  New  Orleans  was  able  to 
achieve  its  goal  for  new  choir  robes. 
The  money  is  on  hand  for  this  new 
project.  A  special  thanks  goes  out  to 
all  who  contributed.  In  charge  of 
the  choir  robe  committee  was  Randy 
Cochran.  Serving  on  the  committee 
were:  Sue  Christensen,  Joe  Foote, 
Renee  Peck,  J.  D.  Phillips,  Kristin 
White,  and  Alan  Einsel.  Dr.  Alan  D. 
Einsel  is  pastor. 


The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000 
Club  has  been  assisting  new  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  financing 
their  buildings  for  36  years.  This 
past  June,  the  1000  Club  was  incor¬ 
porated  as  a  non-profit  corporation 
in  the  state  of  Louisiana. 


Louisiana  UM  Men 
Gather  at  Purdue 


Sixty  seven  United  Methodist 
Men  from  every  corner  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  travelled  by  plane,  bus,  and 
even  car  to  attend  the  Fifth  Interna¬ 
tional  Congress  of  United  Method- 
isTMeh  whlch  was  held  JulyT4-16 
at  Purdue  University  in  West  La¬ 
fayette,  Indiana. 

Those  in  attendance  worshiped 
together  for  five  days.  “To  hear 
6000  men  singing  the  hymns  of  the 
church,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Bill  Mann  from  Dallas,  Texas  is  an 
experience  we  will  never  forget.” 
said  Boyd  Baun.  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  UM  Men  President.  Special 
music  included  a  program  by  the 
Junaluska  Singers  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Glenn  Draper,  who  also  di¬ 
rected  the  1000  man  choir  for  the 
Sunday  service. 

Baun  said  the  highpoint  of  the 
Congress  was  the  production  of 
Camelot  by  Oak  Street  Playhouse. 
Every  evening  the  group  enjoyed 
fellowship  and  entertainment. 

Inspirational  speakers  for  the 
Congress  included  Dr.  William 
Hinson,  First  UMC,  Houston,  Bill 
Curry,  head  football  coach  of  the 


University  of  Alabama,  Bishop 
Paul  Locke  A.  Granadosin.  Philip¬ 
pine  Central  Conference,  Lionel 
Rookwood,  Kingston,  Jamaica,  and 
Dr.  Lloyd  Saatjian,  Garden  Grove, 
California. 

The  Congress  is  held  every  four 
years,  and  is  planned  for  United 
Methodist  Men  giving  them  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  experience  the  message 
of  the  church,  along  with  the  fellow¬ 
ship  of  new  friends  from  across  the 
country  and  around  the  world. 
Nineteen  foreign  countries  were 
represented  at  this  year’s  Congress. 

Western  Ohio  Conference  had 
the  largest  attendance  this  year  with 
341,  followed  by  Iowa  with  305. 
Louisiana  UM  Men  were  honored 
with  an  Open  House  hosted  by  UM 
Men  National  Director,  Allen 
Brown  and  his  wife. 

Plan  now  to  be  present  at  the 
Sixth  International  Congress  in 
1993  at  Purdue.  According  to  Boyd 
Baun,  “Louisiana  UM  Men  will  be 
going  strong,  and  this  will  be  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  share  the  Word  with 
mer  from  all  around  the  world.” 


pervising  the  entire  Children’s  and 
Youth  Ministries  of  the  church,  in 
addition  to  the  administration  of 
the  after-school  Latch  Key  Pro¬ 
gram.  She  will  also  assist  with  short¬ 
term,  special  interest  adult 
education  programming  and  will 
occasionally  assist  the  minister  in 
the  area  of  pastoral  care-giving. 
Most  recently,  Jola  was  Director  of 
Finance  and  Development  at  Cedar 
Creek  School  in  Ruston.  Previously, 
she  was  a  Residential  Care  Super¬ 
visor  at  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston.  First  Church  is 
looking  forward  to  her  arrival.  Rev. 
Steve  Caraway  is  pastor. 


tive  program  addressing  the  special 
needs  of  industry.  The  only  free 
standing  center  of  its  kind  in  the 
East  New  Orleans  area,  the  Center 
offers  a  full  range  of  medically  ori¬ 
ented  services  to  assist  those  who 
are  in  need  of  rehabilitative  services 
following  an  injury  on  the  job  or 
acute  illness,  or  to  identify  those 
who  are  at  risk.  The  specialized 
staff  of  physical  therapist  and  excer- 
cise  specialists  develops  an  individ¬ 
ualized  program  to  improve  the 
participant's  functional  capacity  to 
withstand  the  physical  require¬ 
ments  on  the  job. 


An  “oldie”  version  of  the  “New¬ 
lywed  Game”  which  was  recently 
held  had  the  congregation  of  Morn- 
ingside  UMC  in  Shreveport  laugh¬ 
ing  heartily.  The  M.Y.F.  sponsored 
the  game  of  romantic  remembering 
with  four  brave  couples.  The  event 
followed  a  Sunday  spaghetti  fund¬ 
raiser  for  the  youth.  Rev.  E.  Benja¬ 
min  Fant  is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

On  Sunday,  August  13,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  UMC  in  Winnfield  will 
welcome  Ms.  Jola  Bortner  as  the 
church’s  new  Director  of  Christian 
Education.  Her  primary  responsi¬ 
bilities  will  be  working  with  and  su- 


The  United  Methodist  Women 
and  the  Mission  Commission  of 
Henning  UMC  in  Sulphur  recently 
conducted  a  Churchwide  Study  on 
Poverty  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 
Rev.  Elizabeth  Irvine,  Director  of 
CrossLines  Ministries,  a  United 
Methodist  Ministry  working  with 
families  in  poverty,  was  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  first  part  of  the 
study.  During  the  second  session, 
guest  speakers  included  Carol  Giles, 
Director  of  Head  Start  and  Marga¬ 
ret  Decker,  Director  of  Care-Help, 
Inc.  of  Sulphur.  Dr.  Don  Hall  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans  recently 
announced  the  opening  of  the  Phys¬ 
ical  Medicine  Center.  The  center 
provides  a  comprehensive  state-of- 
the-art  preventative  and  rehabilita- 


Catbey  Lannerd  was  named  Out¬ 
standing  Layperson  of  the  Year  at 
the  Lake  Charles  District  Laity 
Banquet  held  at  Henning  Memori¬ 
al  UMC  in  Sulphur.  In  addition  to 
her  role  as  District  Secretary  to  Dr. 
Woody  Smith,  Cathey  has  volunteered 
her  time  and  talents  to  countless  dis¬ 
trict  needs  and  activities.  She  is  an 
active  member  of  University  UMC 
in  Lake  Charles,  and  is  the  first 
recipient  of  this  award  which  will 
now  be  given  annually. 


Christ  Church  UMC,  Shreveport, 
has  begun  a  new  outreach  program 
for  handicapped,  wheelchair-bound 
adults  in  its  area.  Each  month  they 
host  the  INDOOR  SPORTS  CLUB 
at  the  church.  This  club  is  a  nation¬ 
al  organization  that  sponsors  and 
promotes  activities  for  handicapped 
adults.  Rev.  C.  Gerald  Richardson 
is  pastor. 
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Editorial  _  - -  _ 

Cleaning  and  faith-keeping 


Keep  it  clean. 

That’s  the  advice'from  an  article 
in  “American  Demographics”  mag¬ 
azine  for  anyone  trying  to  appeal  to 
so-called  “baby  boomers.” 

The  magazine  article  had  com¬ 
mercial  businesses  primarily  in 
•  mind — restaurants,  bowling  alleys 
;  and  the  like. 

;  But  its  advice  has  at  least  equal 
;  validity — apd  a  sound  theological 
'  rationale — for  the  church. 

The  underlying  idea  is  mere  com¬ 
mon  sense:  People  are  more  likely 
to  be  attracted  to  a  place  that’s 
clean  than  to  one  that’s  dirty. 

A  dramatic  example  is  the  phe¬ 
nomenal  success  of  the  McDonald’s 
hamburger  chain.  The  firm,  among 
its  other  attractions,  uniformly 
stresses  clean  facilities. 

Similarly,  cle* *  church  facilities 
are  more  inviting,  particularly  to 
visitors,  than  those  that  show  signs 
of  neglect.  Such  facilities  give  a  si¬ 
lent  message  about  the  congregation 
that  worships  there. 

They  say,  in  effect,  “These  are 
.  people  who  take  care  of  what  has 


been  entrusted  to  them  for  the  glori¬ 
fication  of  God.  In  at  least  these 
minimal  respects,  these  people  are 
good  stewards  of  God’s  gifts.” 

Concern  for  clean  buildings,  of 
course,  shouldn’t  outweigh  more  fun¬ 
damental  matters  for  us  as  Christians. 
The  condition  of  our  spiritual  lives  al¬ 
ways  should  be  our  fust  priority. 

A  mark  of  Christian  maturity,  in 
fact,  is  the  ability  to  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  secondary  concerns  and  the 
"one  thing  that’s  needful:”  our  rela¬ 
tionship  to  God  and  to  our  neighbors. 

We  should  measure  all  that  we  do 
by  how  our  efforts  glorify  and/or  pro¬ 
mote  our  God-neighbor  relations. 

That  includes  such  mundane  mat¬ 
ters  as  doing  our  part  to  keep  our 
church  facilities  clean  and  attractive. 

Summertime  is  a  good  time  to 
take  a  “cleanliness  survey.”  Assess 
your  church’s  facilities  and  their 
need,  if  any,  for  improvements. 

When  we  approach  such  tasks  in 
a  spirit  of  faith-keeping,  and  not 
merely  housekeeping,  we  give  new 
meaning  to  an  old  adage:  “Cleanli¬ 
ness  is  next  to  Godliness.” 


A  sound  theological  rationale  exists  for  churches  to  adopt  some  ad¬ 
vice  offered  primarily  to  commercial  businesses:  "Keep  it  clean." 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


DC  Comics  wisely  rejects  Jesus  story 


1  was  amused  by  Cynthia  Astle’s 
rather  naive  report  on  DC  Comics’ 
decision  not  to  publish  “Mourning 
the  Magician,”  writer  Rick  Veich’s 
tale  of  Jesus  meeting  Swamp  Thing 
(see  UMR,  July  28). 

Comic  Buyer’s  Guide,  a  comic¬ 
book  industry  publication,  printed 
a  plot  synopsis  of  Mr.  Veich’s  story. 
In  it,  “The  Nazarene”  (he  is  never 
actually  called  Jesus,  though  it  is 
clear  that  is  who  he  is)  is  the  first 
“white  magician”  whose  birth  is 
feared  by  black  magicians  (includ¬ 


ing  the  Three  Magi,  masquerading 
as  friends  of  the  infant  Nazarene). 

Swamp  Thing,  traveling  back¬ 
wards  in  time,  becomes  a  grapevine 
whose  juice  fills  the  Holy  Grail.  The 
demon  Etrigan  possesses  the  Golden 
Gladiator  (a  character  who  is  one  of 
the  prostitute  Mary  Magdalene’s 
customers)  and  convinces  him  to 
participate  in  the  crucifixion. 

Clearly  this  story  is  not  for  chil¬ 
dren.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  each  issue 
of  Swamp  Thing  is  clearly  labeled 
“For  Mature  Readers.” 


1  believe  DC  Comics  acted  wisely 
in  choosing  not  to  publish  this  story 
in  Swamp  Thing  No.  88.  The  edi¬ 
tors  made  it  clear  that  they  chose  to 
reject  the  story  not  because  of  Jesus’ 
inclusion  but  because  of  the  non- 
traditional  (some  would  say  hereti¬ 
cal)  elements  in  the  plot. 

Ms.  Astle  makes  the  common 
(but  incorrect)  assumption  that 
comic  books  are  always  aimed  at 
children.  “Swamp  Thing”  is  aimed 
at  an  adult  audience. 

As  a  comic  book  hobbyist,  I  too 
wish  Christian  values  and  characters 
would  appear  more  often  in  this  spe¬ 
cial  medium.  Perhaps  it  is  time  for' 
the  church  to  take  another  look  at 
the  comic  book  format  as  a  means  of 
communicating  the  Gospel. 

Larry  Varvel 
Atoka,  Oklahoma 

Reverence  for  life  needed 

The  abortion  debate  (see  UMR, 
July  21)  seems  to  be  dominated  by 
two  extreme  viewpoints:  1 .  All 
abortions  are  acceptable.  2.  No 
abortion  is  acceptable. 

I  reject  both  extremes.  They  over¬ 
simplify  the  problem.  Each  extreme 
exalts  one  life  while  disregarding 
another  life. 

We  need  a  genuine  reverence  for 
life  that  is  inclusive  and  realistic! 
An  inclusive  reverence  for  life  has 
genuine  concern  for  the  life  and 


well-being  of  the  prospective  moth¬ 
er.  It  also  has  genuine  concern  for 
the  life  and  well-being  of  the  pro¬ 
spective  baby. 

Both  these  concerns  must  be  care¬ 
fully  and  prayerfully  balanced  if  our 
reverence  for  life  is  genuine! 

Sometimes  our  reverence  for  life 
confronts  tragic  and  bewildering  re¬ 
ality  in  a  heart-wrenching  conflict 
of  life  with  life!  Sometimes  there  is 
no  escape  from  a  deeply  distressing 
choice:  the  life  of  the  mother  or  the 
life  of  the  unborn  child. 

In  such  cases,  the  life  and  well-be¬ 
ing  of  the  mother  is  an  option  only  if 
abortion  is  an  option.  People  with  an 
inclusive  reverence  for  life  can  sup¬ 
port  legal  abortion,  in  such  circum¬ 
stances  while  rejecting  abortion  as  an 
alternative  method  of  birth  control 
or  as  a  means  of  sex  selection. 

Let’s  work  for  state  and  national 
policies  based  on  a  genuinely  inclu¬ 
sive  reverence  for  life! 

William  W.  Roughton 
Melbourne,  Florida 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


What's  the  innovation? 


Many  Reporter  readers 
have  noted,  mostly  with  fa¬ 
vor,  their  church  newspaper's 
redesigned  format,  including 
larger  type,  a  new  headline 
style,  use  of  color,  shorter  ar¬ 
ticles  and  expanded  feedback 
opportunities. 

However,  no  one  has  noted 
one  visible  innovation  that 
Reporter  editors  consider 
symbolically  important. 

Can  you  identify  that  inno¬ 
vation? 

If  so,  what  significance  do 
you  read  into  it? 


We  will  award  to  the  first 
50  readers  who  identify  that 
innovation  a  related  print  of 
an  original  pen-and-ink  draw¬ 
ing  by  Reporter  artist  Tom 
Gibson.  In  addition,  we  will 
publish  some  of  the  best  re¬ 
sponses  commenting  on  its 
significance. 

Write:  Innovation,  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275,  or  leave  a  record¬ 
ed  message  on  the  Reporter 
FaithUne,  (214)  630-6499. 


Faithfully  yours —  -  - 

/  left  my  fear  and  loathing  in  San 


Fear  not. 

Secular  humanists  don’t — I  re¬ 
peat,  don’t — wear  devil  suits  and 
carry  pitchforks. 

Nor — the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  not¬ 
withstanding — do  they  pose  a  mortal 
threat  to  Christianity  as  we  know  it. 

Trust  me.  I’ve  seen  our  “enemies” 
and  learned  a  well-kept  secret. 

They're  boring. 

Dull,  dull,  dull. 

More  importantly,  they’re  wrong, 
wrong,  wrong  in  their  distorted 
view  of  Christianity. 

The  occasion  for  this  revelation 
was  an  annual  secular  humanists’ 
gathering  that  I  recently  attended  in 
San  Francisco. 

Some  300  people,  mostly  upper- 
middle-aged  white  males,  showed  up 
for  the  nationwide  meeting  sponsored 
by  “Free  Inquiry”  magazine.  Its 
theme:  “Living  Without  Religion.” 

“Free  Inquiry,”  in  case  you  don’t 
know,  is  to  secular  humanism  what 


“Mad”  magazine  is  to  early  adoles¬ 
cence:  an  outlet  for  ideas  that  make 
perfectly  good  sense  if  you  happen  to 
share  its  whacko 
worldview. 

The  most  odd¬ 
ball  notion  in  the 
secular  humanists' 
scheme  is  their  be¬ 
lief  that  religion  is 
a  gigantic  hoax. 

They’re  con¬ 
vinced  that  any 
thinking  person  knows  that  religious 
faith  is  merely  a  cover-up  for  igno¬ 
rance.  In  the  secular  humanists’ 
worldview,  our  biggest  sin  as  people 
of  faith  is  our  gullibility. 

Religion's  survival  'explained' 

Religion  survives,  according  to 
the  movement’s  modern-day  men¬ 
tor,  Dr.  Paul  Kurtz,  a  philosophy 
professor  at  the  State  University  of 
New  York  at  Buffalo,  because  of 
humanity’s  enduring  “transcendent 


temptation”  to  escape  reality. 

In  fact,  the  secular  humanists  I 
saw  are  in  the  vanguard  of  an  18th 
century  critique  of  Christianity. 

That  critique  includes  the  assump¬ 
tions  that  (1)  the  Bible  is  merely  a 
work  of  pious  fiction  and  that  (2) 
those  who  claim  its  spiritual  authority 
are  unthinking  enemies  of  an  enlight¬ 
ened  (that  is,  scientific)  worldview. 

What  they  don’t  appear  to  grasp 
is  that  the  Bible  endures  precisely 
because  2,000  years  of  experience 
shows  it  to  be  in  touch  with  the 
deepest  human  realities. 

Nor  do  they  seem  able  or  willing 
to  grasp  that  one  can  embrace  the 
best  insights  of  modem  science  and 
still  be  a  Christian  believer. 

In  fact,  their  own  “faith”  in  science 
and  technology  is  touchingly  naive. 

I  didn’t  have  the  heart  to  point 
out  to  them  the  irony  when  their 
opening  session  was  delayed  for  1 5 
minutes  because  the  modem,  high- 
tech  sound  system  wouldn’t  work. 


Stephen  Swecker 
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Francisco 

Nor  did  I  remind  them  of  the 
growing  recognition,  even  in  the  sci¬ 
entific  community,  that  byproducts 
of  technological  ingenuity — includ¬ 
ing  rampant  pollution  of  the 
Earth — have  brought  humanity  to 
the  brink  of  ecological  catastrophe. 

A  spirit-numbing  aspect 

But  perhaps  the  most  spirit- 
numbing  aspect  of  the  secular  hu¬ 
manists’  love-in  was  something  1 
should  have  anticipated  but  didn’t: 
They  neither  pray  nor  sing. 

And  why  should  they? 

Lacking  belief  in  a  loving  and 
merciful  God,  they  can’t  pray — at 
least  not  in  front  of  each  other. 

Lacking  enthusiasm  for  anything 
that  isn’t  human-caused,  they  can’t 
sing — at  least  not  in  chorus. 

Lacking  a  credible  basis  for  their 
naive  belief  in  humanity’s  inevitable 
progress,  they  can’t  experience  au¬ 
thentic  hope  and  joy — or  at  least  they 
can’t  allow  themselves  to  show  it. 

So  relax,  all  you  who  have  feared 
the  worst.  Based  on  what  I  witnessed, 
it  isn’t  likely  that,  100  years  from 
now,  anyone  will  be  singing,  “Gimme 
that  old-time  secular  humanism.” 

If  any  are,  their  parched  skepti¬ 
cism  isn’t  likely  to  quench  the  spiri¬ 
tual  thirst  of  2 1  st  century  humanity. 

That  task  will  fall,  as  it  always 
has,  to  the  next  generation  of  be¬ 
lievers  who  drink  from  the  living 
water  of  Christ’s  everlasting  truth. 

If  we  don’t  win  others  to  our 
cause,  we'll  have  no  one  to  blame 
but  ourselves.  Trust  me. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Mr.  Swecker  is  editor  of  the 
"Faith  forum"  page. 


My  Witness  — -  ...... 

God  continued  to  bless  me 
even  when  I  was  in  prison 


By  ED  DeWEESE 

April  11,  1985,  was  the  darkest 
day  of  my  life.  I  stood  before  a  cir¬ 
cuit  judge  in  Mississippi  and  heard 
him  pronounce  sentence  on  me.  1 
was  sent  to  the  state  penitentiary  on 
a  charge  of  embezzlement,  sentence 
to  begin  immediately. 

A  deputy  took  me  by  the  arm  and 
led  me  to  a  hot  and  crowded  jail  cell 
to  await  transportation  to  the  state 
penitentiary.  I  kissed  my  wife  of  32 
years  goodbye  and  heard  her  say 
with  tears  in  her  eyes,  “I’ll  be  wait¬ 
ing  for  you.” 

I  felt  like  quoting  Psalm  22:1, 
“My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou 
forsaken  me?” 

I  had  been  a  United  Methodist 
minister  since  1952  and  was  then 
facing  oblivion,  disgrace,  poverty, 
incarceration  and  all  the  accompa¬ 
nying  dangers  of  prison  life  for  a 
middle-aged  man. 

I  had  no  one  to  blame  but  myself.  I 
had  allowed  greed  and  deception  to 
come  into  my  life  and  my  ministry, 
resulting  in  a  sustained  secret  with¬ 
drawal  from  a  church  district  account 
for  a  period  of  three  years.  Knowing  1 
was  guilty,  I  pleaded  guilty  both  to  the 
church  and  the  state. 

But  God  hadn’t  forsaken  me. 
Psalm  138:8  reads,  “If  I  ascend  up 
into  heaven,  thou  art  there;  if  I 
make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold,  thou 
art  there.” 

Although  a  prison  is  a  cauldron  of 
evil  and  a  factory  of  crime  and  de¬ 
pression,  God  was  waiting  for  me 
there.  He  sent  His  people  to  come 
to  see  me,  including  my  bishop. 

An  avalanche  of  prayers  ascended 
on  my  behalf  and  on  behalf  of  my 
wife.  Letters  of  encouragement  and 
assurances  of  prayers  poured  in. 

God  led  me  into  repentance,  for  I 
did  truly  repent  of  what  I  had  done 
and  wrote  a  letter  of  apology  to  all 
the  ministers  of  my  conference. 

Under  the  Holy  Spirit’s  empow¬ 
erment,  I  committed  myself  to  min¬ 
istry  wherever  I  would  be,  even 
prison.  I  started  conducting  Bible 
studies  in  prison,  and  many  in¬ 
mates  came  to  Christ.  The  chaplain 
led  me  to  be  his  assistant. 

The  Lord  blessed  me  with  a  trans¬ 
fer  to  a  restitution  center  in  Pasca¬ 
goula,  Miss.  I  was  released  from 
there  a  year  later. 

Shortly  after  that  I  was  offered  a 
position  with  Chuck  Colson’s  Pris¬ 
on  Fellowship  ministries  to  direct 
activities  in  Louisiana  and  Arkan¬ 
sas.  God  also  opened  up  a  job  in 


column  through 

r-"  ■ . 


"My  Witness"  is 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  C.  Edward 
DeWeese  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Greensburg 
(La.)  United  Meth-  i 
odist  Church  (Louisiana  conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed ,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness ,"  United  Methodist  Reporter , 
P.O.  Box  660275 ,  Dallas ,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


A 


Baton  Rouge  for  my  wife  in  the 
school  system. 

The  Lord  is  making  it  possible  for 
me  to  make  monthly  restitution  to 
the  church,  which  I  have  been  doing 
for  three  years. 

My  ministry  with  Prison  Fellow¬ 
ship  is  a  true  avenue  of  service,  for 
through  this  ministry,  we’re  able- to 
conduct  seminars,  Bible  studies  and 
many  Christian  programs  both  in 
prisons  and  in  churches. 

My  main  job  is  to  work  with 
churches  in  encouraging  and  train¬ 
ing  them  to  do  prison  ministry. 

There  is  no  end  to  God’s  blessings 
or  to  the  power  of  His  restoration! 

Praise  God  from  whom  all  bless¬ 
ings  flow;  praise  Him  all  creatures 
here  below.  Praise  Him  above  ye 
heavenly  hosts,  praise  Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Ghost!  Amen. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Show  yourself  in  all  respects  a 
model  of  good  deeds,  and  in  ypur 
teaching  show  integrity,  gravity, 
and  sound  speech  that  cannot  be 
censured,  so  that  an  opponent  may 
be  put  to  shame,  having  nothing 
evil  to  say  of  us.”  (RSV) 


Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Philippians  1:21) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  13 

Monday:  Psalms  1 4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 5 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  18:1-11 
Thursday:  Luke  12:32-34 
Friday:  Luke  12:35-40 
Saturday:  Hebrews  11:1-7 
Sunday:  Hebrews  11:8-19 


What  others  are  saying 


“Just  as  faith  without  works  is 
dead,  so  faith  without  ecological 
practice  is  incomplete.  . . .  Jesus 
gave  us  a  picture  of  ‘whole  earth 
Christianity’  when  he  gave  us  the 
‘Our  Father’  [Lord’s  Prayer],  This  is 
because  He  included  the  words  ‘. .  . 
thy  will  be  done  on  Earth  as  it  is  in 
heaven.” 

— Elizabeth  Perdomo,  The  Eleventh 
Commandment  Fellowship,  Atlanta 
*  *  * 

“Just  like  the  printing  press  was 
the  spark  that  ignited  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  so  today’s  media  have  the  po¬ 


tential  to  revolutionize  how  the 
world  relates  to  the  Gospel.” 

— Eric  Miller,  media  director,  Inter¬ 
national  Fellowship  of  Evangelical 
Students 

*  •  * 

“The  church  is  no  longer  white 
and  Western.  Most  Christians  are 
brown,  black,  and  Southern.  They 
are  the  teachers  and  missionaries  of 
the  church  of  Christ  at  the  close  of 
the  20th  century.” 

— Andrew  Kuyvenhoven,  editor, 
“The  Banner”  (weekly  publication  of 
the  Christian  Reformed  Church) 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation's  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS,  P.O.  Box  222198, 
Dallas,  TX  75222,  (214)  630-6495. 


Faith  at  work 


Faitlv 


watch 


Leader  named  for  UM  war  on  drugs 


ST.  PAUL  HIRES  BAPTIST:  a  year 

after  he  was  dismissed  as  a  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  because  of  doctrinal  disagreements, 
the  Rev.  Michael  Willett,  33,  is  to  begin  a  one- 
year  teaching  stint  at  United  Methodist-related 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
But  Dr.  Willett,  who  has  written  Sunday  school 
lessons  for  the  moderate  Southern  Baptist  Alli¬ 
ance,  said  he  misses  his  teaching  ministry  at 
Southern  Baptist  schools. 

RAILEY  SEEKS  DIVORCE:  Former 

United  Methodist  minister  Walker  L.  Railey 
has  filed  for  divorce  from 
'  his  wife,  Peggy.  The 
grounds  are  “irreconcilable 
differences.”  Mrs.  Railey 
remains  in  a  coma,  the  re¬ 
sult  of  injuries  inflicted  by 
an  unknown  attacker  at 
iheir  Dallas  home  in  April 

1987.  No  one  has  been  _  _ 

charged  with  the  crime.  Po-  feggy  Railey 
lice  say  Dr.  Railey  is  the  only  suspect.  He  has 
given  permanent  custody  of  their  two  chil¬ 
dren — Ryan,  7,  and  Megan,  4 — to  longtime 
•  family  friends  (see  UMR,  Aug.  4).  The  Raileys 
:  have  been  married  1 8  years. 

TRIBUTE  CHALLENGED:  Atop 
aide  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  stirred  a 
row  by  asking  the  British  Broadcasting  Corp.  to 
cancel  a  verse  drama  titled  “The  Blasphemer’s 
Banquet.”  The  program  was  broadcast  July  31 
as  a  tribute  to  Salman  Rushdie,  author  of  “The 
;  Satanic  Verses.”  John  Lyttle,  the  chief  lay  ad¬ 
viser  to  Archbishop  Robert  Runcie,  had  written 
to  BBC  Director  General  Michael  Checkland 
'  with  the  archbishop’s  full  backing.  The  letter 
warned  that  dire  consequences  could  result 
from  airing  the  program  in  the  current  climate 
of  Moslem  resentment  about  the  book. 

ABDUCTION  DEFENDED:  while 

■  expressing  outrage  at  the  murder  of  U.S.  Ma¬ 
rine  Lt.  Col.  William  Higgins  by  Lebanese  ter¬ 
rorists,  American  Jewish  leaders  defended 
•’  Israel’s  abduction  of  a  leader  of  the  militant 
Hezbollah  group  of  Shiite  Moslems.  Harvey 
Feldman  of  the  American  Jewish  Committee 
said  that  Col.  Higgins  was  part  of  a  U.N.  peace¬ 
keeping  mission  but  Sheikh  Abdul  Karim  Obeid 
was  the  commander1  of  assassination  brigades. 

NEW  CIRCUIT  RIDERS:  United 

Methodism  has  established  a  program  at  Atlan¬ 
ta's  Candler  School  of  Theology  that  officials 
hope  will  bring  more  poor  people  into  the  de¬ 
nomination.  The  effort  relies  on  a  time-tested 
Methodist  system:  traveling  lay  ministers.  Just 
as  circuit-riding  lay  ministers  once  went  from 
place  to  place,  lay  students  trained  at  Candler 
are  to  spread  the  Gospel  in  the  ghettos,  barrios 
and  poor  rural  areas. 

HUNGARIAN  'MODEL':  Even 

though  only  12,000  of  Hungary's  10.5  million 
people  are  Baptists,  that  group  is  getting  a  lot  of 
attention.  Hungary's  president,  Maryas  Szuros, 
praised  the  church  members  for  their  “values  of 
the  democratically  controlled  model"  in  an  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  European  Baptist  Federation  Con¬ 
gress  in  Budapest.  Evangelist  Billy  Graham 
.  drew  a  record  throng  of  90,000  to  the  nearby 
People’s  Stadium  for  an  evangelistic  service. 

AIDS  OUTREACH:  AIDS  Interfaith 

-  Network  is  helping  develop  what  is  believed  to 
be  a  first-ever  outreach  to  hearing-impaired 
people  with  AIDS.  Director  Charles  Carnahan 
said  the  Dallas  program  would  recruit  volun¬ 
teers  from  churches  and  community  groups  who 
have  signing  skills.  Volunteers  are  to  work  in 
:  teams  of  eight  to  15  people  with  from  one  to 
three  deaf  people  with  acquired  immune  defi¬ 
ciency  syndrome.  They  are  to  prepare  meals, 
shop,  do  household  chores,  provide  non-skilled 
nursing  and  aid  family  members. 

HOUSING  DISPUTE:  Religious  lead¬ 
ers  in  Denver  lent  their  support  to  a  public 
housing  proposal  that  had  caused  public  rancor 
to  flare.  The  plan  called  for  renting  houses  in 
middle-class  neighborhoods  to  tenants  of  public 
housing  projects.  Christian  leaders  endorsed  the 
plan’s  effort  to  provide  better  housing  for  the 
poor.  The  city  council,  however,  postponed  a 
decision  on  the  plan  and  is  not  expected  to  take 
up  the  issue  again  until  the  fall. 


SOVIET  STATISTICS:  The  Union  of  | 
Evangelical  Christians-Baptists  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
has  issued  detailed  membership  statistics  for 
the  first  time  in  its  45-year  history.  Its  informa¬ 
tion  bulletin  reports  260,000  believers  in  evan¬ 
gelical  churches  in  the  Soviet  Union,  40,000 
Soviet  Pentecostals  and  2,000  Mennonite 
Brethren.  Despite  a  record  total  of  almost 
10,000  baptisms  in  1988,  union  congregations 
suffered  a  net  loss  of  members. 

BOOMERS  ARE  BACK:  Baby  boom¬ 
ers  are  starting  to  come  back  to  church,  but  that 
doesn’t  necessarily  mean  they  are  officially  join¬ 
ing  congregations.  Ron  Sellers,  project  director 
of  the  Barna  Research  Group  in  Glendale, 
Calif.,  said  discovery  of  that  behavior  affects 
how  researchers  interpret  surveys  of  church 
membership  and  attendance. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  bishop  of  the  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  Area  has  been  picked  to  lead 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
attack  on  drugs  and  violence  in 
the  United  States. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May  is  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  1989  pre¬ 
paring  for  his  special,  unprece¬ 
dented  one-year  assignment, 
which  begins  Jan.  1.  He  is  then  to 
be  based  in  Washington. 

In  a  prepared  statement,  Bish¬ 
op  May  promised  “a  multi¬ 
pronged  campaign"  against  the 
‘‘massive  deterioration”  of 
America’s  spiritual  and  social 
fabric.  The  effort  is  to  work  with 
existing  religious,  community 
and  governmental  agencies. 

He  said  that  although  he’ll  be 
in  Washington,  the  effort  is  in¬ 
tended  to  influence  many  areas 


of  the  nation. 

The  “incidence  of  drug  and  al¬ 
cohol  abuse  and  addiction  has 
reached  crisis  proportions  in  ur¬ 
ban  areas  across  the  United 
States  of  America,”  Bishop  May 
said.  “Likewise,  citizens  living  in 
town  and  country  areas  speak 
with  firsthand  knowledge  of  the 
escalation  of  substance  abuse 
and  accompanying  crimes  in¬ 
volving  persons  and  property.” 

The  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  announced  in  May  its 
plan  to  pull  one  of  the  49  bishops 
in  the  United  States  out  of  regular 
service  to  address  the  crisis.  Al¬ 
though  authorized  by  church  law, 
the  step  has  never  been  taken. 

“We  do  not  want  to  be  under¬ 
stood  as  thinking  that  the  assign¬ 
ment  of  one  person  for  a  year  can 
in  itself  solve  these  massive  is¬ 
sues,”  said  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell 


(Los  Angeles  Area),  president  of 
the  council.  “But  we  believe  that 
we  can  make  a  difference.” 

The  bishops  believe  the  nation 
is  facing  "massive  deterioration 
of  the  moral  and  spiritual  fabric 
of  our  society  . . .  reflected  in  a 
burgeoning  traffic  in  drugs  and  a 
sharp  increase  in  violent  crime,” 
Bishop  Tuell  said. 

He  called  Bishop  May’s  assign¬ 
ment  “a  sign  and  witness  of  our 
belief  that  God  has  something 
better  in  mind  for  the  quality  of 
our  life  together  in  our  world.” 

Denominational  agencies  have 
been  consulted,  and  the  assign¬ 
ment  of  Bishop  May  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  appropriate  bodies 
in  the  church’s  Northeastern  Ju¬ 
risdiction,  Bishop  Tuell  said. 

A  bishop  to  administer  the  two 
annual  conferences  of  the  Harris¬ 
burg  Area  is  to  be  chosen  later 


this  year,  he  said. 

News  of  the  project  “visibly 
moved”  President  Bush,  said 
Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San 
Francisco  Area).  He  explained 
details  of  the  effort  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  during  an  11-minute  meet¬ 
ing  July  28  at  the  White  House. 

“I  gave  him  a  calling  card  [for 
Bishop  May],”  Bishop  Talbert 
said.  “He  took  it  and  said  he 
would  see  that  it  got  to  his  staff 
working  on  that  issue.” 

A  native  of  Chicago,  Bishop 
May,  54,  was  elected  to  the  epis¬ 
copacy  in  1984.  He  has  served 
pastorates  in  Chicago  and  Wil¬ 
mington,  Del.  He’s  been  a  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  and  the 
council  on  ministries  director  in 
the  Peninsula  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  He’s  also  been  associate  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Methodist 
Action  Program  in  Wilmington. 


Felton  E.  May 
Heads  attack  qn  drugs,  violence 


Panel  wants  our  views  on  homosexuality 

•  .  .  *  -T-I  .1 1  nf  tkfXCA  ctql 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DENVER— The  special  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  committee  study¬ 
ing  homosexuality  wants  to  know 
your  questions  and  views  about 
homosexuality. 

Public  hearings  on  homosex¬ 
uality  are  to  be  conducted  during 
the  committee’s  Nov.  30-Dec.  3 
meeting.  A  site  for  those  hearings 


has  not  been  chosen 

Representatives  of  such  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  groups  as  Good 
News,  the  unofficial  evangelical 
caucus,  and  Affirmation,  the  cau¬ 
cus  for  homosexual  concerns,  are 
to  be  among  those  invited  to  give 
their  views  at  the  fall  hearings, 
said  C.  David  Lundquist.  He’s 
chief  executive  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  to  which 
the  homosexuality  study  com¬ 


mittee  reports. 

Committee  members  also  want 
to  schedule  regional  public  hear¬ 
ings  in  1 990  to  get  “a  sense  of  the 
church,”  Mr.  Lundquist  said. 

Committee  members  said  last 
week  that  included  among  the 
groups  they  would  like  to  hear 
from  are: 

•  Homosexuals  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies. 


Speakers  tell  how  God  changed  them 


Reporter  Staff.Special 

DENVER— “I  couldn’t  change 
my  homosexual  feelings  by  my¬ 
self,”  the  young  man  said.  “My 
hope  was  in  God.” 

With  those  words,  Stephen 
Armstrong,  a  counselor  at  “Where 
Grace  Abounds,”  told  United 
Methodism’s  homosexuality  study 
committee  about  how  the  non¬ 
profit  lay  ministry  for  which  he 
now  works  helped  him. 

Mr.  Armstrong  was  one  of  four 
people  from  the  lay  counseling 
ministry  who  spoke  to  the  homo¬ 
sexuality  study  committee. 

Committee  members  listened 
attentively  to  their  remarks  and 
questioned  each  speaker  firmly 
but  politely  about  his  or  her  con¬ 


tentions  that  homosexuals  can 
adapt  to  heterosexual  orientation 
and  behavior. 

During  his  presentation.  Mr. 
Armstrong  said  he  traced  his  ho¬ 
mosexuality  to  unmet  emotional 
needs  from  his  childhood. 

"I  was  first  aware  of  homosex¬ 
ual  feelings  at  puberty,”  he  said.  “I 
became  aware  that  something  was 
not  the  way  I  wanted  it  to  Be." 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman, 
professor  of  Christian  ethics  at 
UM-related  Wesley  Seminary  in 
Washington,  asked  the  four 
speakers  if  all  homosexuals  treat¬ 
ed  by  “Where  Grace  Abounds” 
suffer  emotional  deficits  such  as 
Mr.  Armstrong  described. 

“Gays  are  so  traumatized  by 
society  and  church  that  it’s  hard 


to  sort  that  out,”  responded 
Mary  Heathman,  mother  of  a  ho¬ 
mosexual  stepson  and  a  Quaker 
who  founded  “Where  Grace 
Abounds”  in  1985. 

The  group  is  affiliated  with  Ex¬ 
odus  International,  a  coalition  of 
nearly  70  ministries  that  seek  to 
help  homosexuals  change  to  het¬ 
erosexual  behavior,  she  said. 

The  primary  goals  of  her 
group.  Mrs.  Heathman  said,  are 
accepting  homosexuals  as  they 
are  and  counseling  them  about 
emotional  conflicts  rather  than 
promoting  a  program  targeted  to 
change  homosexual  behavior. 

Robin,  who  didn't  use  her  full 
name,  said  counseling  helped  her 
see  an  alternative  to  a  gay  lifestyle. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


•  Those  who  consider  them¬ 
selves  former  homosexuals. 

•  Members  of  “reconciling” 
congregations,  where  homosex¬ 
uality  is  accepted. 

•  Members  of  “transforming” 
congregations,  which  seek  to  help 
homosexuals  change  their  orien¬ 
tation. 

•  Members  of  local  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  throes  of  confronting 
acceptance  of  homosexuals. 

Committee  members  agreed  at 
the  Denver  meeting  that  their  de¬ 
liberations  must  balance  view¬ 
points  between  those  who  accept 
and  those  who  reject  homosex¬ 
uality. 

In  March  1990  the  committee 
is  to  hear  from  experts  in  biblical 
scholarship,  theology  and  ethics 
on  the  Bible’s  role  in  making 
moral  decisions.  A  site  for  that 
meeting  has  not  been  selected. 

The  experts  are  to  prepare 
“position  papers”  on  biblical  - 
themes  and  contexts,  theological 
aqd  ethical  works  for  discussion. 

“The  committee  needs  to  take 
into  account  what  biblical  state¬ 
ments  are  alleged  to  be  pertinent 
to  homosexuality,”  said  the  Rev. 
Victor  P.  Furnish,  New  Testa¬ 
ment  professor  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

“We  need  to  understand  the 


context  of  those  statements,  the 
nature  of  the  Bible  and  the  role 
the  Bible  plays  in  making  moral 
decisions  in  a  Christian  context." 

Dr.  Sally  Brown  Geis,  a  sociol¬ 
ogist  at  UM-related  Iliff  School 
of  Theology  in  Denver,  agreed 
that  the  Bible’s  role  should  be 
considered  early  in  the  study 
committee's  deliberations. 

“At  nearly  every  church  meet¬ 
ing  I’ve  been  to  on  this  topic — 
and  in  almost  every  letter  and 
telephone  call  I’ve  received — 
I’ve  never  had  a  concerned  per¬ 
son  who  didn’t  ask  me  why  I 
didn’t  understand  about  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,"  Dr.  Geis  said. 

Next  summer  the  committee 
expects  to  meet  with  experts  in 
biology,  medicine,  psychiatry 
and  sociology. 

The  1988  General  Conference 
mandated  that  the  church  carry 
out  a  study  of  homosexuality  dur¬ 
ing  the  1989-92  quadrennium. 

The  task  was  given  to  the  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Ministries,  which  ap¬ 
pointed  a' 27-member  study  panel. 

The  homosexuality  study  com¬ 
mittee  is  to  return  a  report  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  in 
the  fall  of  1991.  The  council  is  to 
forward  results  of  the  study  to 
the  1992  General  Conference  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 


Children  have  unique  ministry 
in  adults'  lives,  TV  host  says 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— If  you’ve  al¬ 
ways  thought  your  children’s 
ministries  were  designed  to  give 
something  to  little  people, 
you’d  better  think  again. 

The  Rev.  Fred  M.  Rogers — 
public  television’s  “Mister  Rog¬ 
ers” — says  those  children  prob¬ 
ably  are  ministering  to  you  as 
much  as  you  are  to  them. 

United  Methodists  involved  in 
children’s  ministries  received 
that  “neighborly”  advice  in 
Nashville  last  week  from  the  cre¬ 
ator  of  “Mister  Rogers’  Neigh¬ 
borhood,”  TV’s  longest  running 
children’s  program.  It  is  report¬ 


edly  seen  in  7  million  households 
each  week. 

Mr.  Rogers  told  the  1,500  par¬ 
ticipants  at  Focus  ’89  that  adults 
should  model  actions  of  Jesus  as 
described  in  Matthew  and  ‘just 
delight  in  the  presence  of  chil¬ 
dren.” 

“Anyone  who  has  read  the 
New  Testament  and  has  worked 
closely  and  consistently  with  chil¬ 
dren  knows  very  well  the  unique 
ministries  children  themselves 
have  in  the  lives  of  us  adults,” 
said  Mr.  Rogers,  a  Presbyterian. 

“It’s  never  just  adults  minister¬ 
ing  to  children.  They  minister  to 
us  in  ways  that  make  it  possible 
for  us  to  have  ministries  with 


REPOBTER  STAEF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  I.  STOVALL 

NASHVILLE — The  Rev.  Fred  Rogers,  creator  and  host  of  pub¬ 
lic  TV's  "Mister  Rogers'  Neighborhood,"  tells  some  100  tod¬ 
dlers,  preschoolers  and  elementary  students  attending  Focus 
'89  last  week,  "You're  special,  by  just  being  you."  Earlier  in 
the  five-day  event  in  Nashville,  the  Presbyterian  minister 
gave  some  "neighborly  advice"  to  United  Methodists  in¬ 
volved  in  children's  ministries.  Focus  '89  was  sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


children.  My  identity  has  been 
enhanced  by  the  advent  of  cer¬ 
tain  children  in  my  life.” 

The  minister  told  the  audience 
of  parents,  Christian  educators 
and  church  staff  members  who 
work  with  children  that  people 
should  allow  themselves  to  be 
changed  by  children.  That’s  be¬ 
cause  children  aren’t  afraid  to 
show  their  emotions. 

He  said  a  recurring  theme  in 
“Mister  Rogers'  Neighbor¬ 
hood,”  a  fixture  on  the  Public 
Broadcasting  System  since  the 
1960s,  is  telling  children  that 
it’s  natural  to  be  sad  or  angry, 
even  for  adults,  because  we  are 
all  human. 

“Those  who  don't  allow 
themselves  to  be  real  must  hurt 
more  inside,”  Mr.  Rogers  said. 
“Children  should  learn  that 
anyone  who  expresses  feeling  in 
an  open  way  that  doesn’t  hurt 
anyone  is  a  brave  person.” 

Mr.  Rogers  showed  the  group 
videotaped  interviews  with  an  el¬ 
ementary  school  boy  confined  to 
a  wheelchair  and  with  the  par¬ 
ents  of  an  infant  with  cancer. 
The  child  was  able  to  talk  freely 
about  his  physical  handicap,  and 
the  father  openly  cried  during  a 
discussion  on  how  difficult  it  was 
to  accept  the  baby’s  disease. 

Mr.  Rogers  said  another  con¬ 
stant  theme  in  his  TV  program 
is  to  let  children  know  that  they 
are  much  more  than  a  single 
thing.  His  viewers  are  told 
through  his  songs  and  story¬ 
book  friends  that  “you’re  much 
more  than  any  one  thing.” 

“You're  much  more  than  your 
looks,  your  job  description,  your 
age  or  your  output,”  he  said. 
“When  you  add  up  the  pieces, 
there  is  so  much  more  to  you.” 

Focus  ’89  was  sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S 10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  IN  2200-MEMBER 

NW  Arkansas  UMC.  Major  responsibilities  in 
Christian  Education.  Full-time  Send  resume 
to:  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  376.  Springdale,  AR 
72765. 

OPENING:  CAMPUS  MINISTER,  FULL¬ 

TIME,  ecumenical  ministry  (Lutheran,  UCC, 
Methodist,  Presbyterian),  University  of  Maine. 
For  information:  MCA,  67  College  Avenue, 
Orono.  ME  04473.  (207)  866-4227. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  and  WORSHIP  LEADER. 
Evangelical  church  with  1200  members  seeks  in¬ 
dividual  to  direct  adult,  children  and  youth  mu¬ 
sic  programs.  Bachelors  degree  preferred.  Knowl¬ 
edge  of  traditional  as  well  as  contemporary 
Christian  music  essential.  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience.  Lake  Shore  UMC,  2246  Bland- 
ing  Blvd.,  Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND  SINGLES.  1600- 

member  church  of  First  UMC,  Corsicana,  TX. 

south  of  Dallas.  Ordained  or  diaconal.  Will  con¬ 
sider  seminary  student.  Brick  parsonage  avail¬ 
able.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Contact:  Dr. 
Charles  Rice,  320  North  15th,  Corsicana,  TX 
75110.  (214)874-5656. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  DALLAS  PEACE 

Times.  Application  deadline  8/31/89.  Part-time 
or  full.  Benefits  negotiable.  Write  DPC,  3100 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Blvd.  Dallas,  TX  75215, 
or  call  (214)421-4082. 

DIRECTOR,  EDUCATION  AND  MINISTRIES 
for  Family.  National  agency  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  offers  exciting  opportunity  and 
challenge  for  the  right  person  in  family  minis¬ 
tries.  Tne  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee  is  seeking  director  to  develop,  re¬ 
source,  coordinate  and  administer  conprehensive 
plan  for  Christian  education,  spiritual  growth, 
and  other  developmental  needs  of  families.  If  you 
want  to  impact  family  ministries,  have  a  master’s 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 

for  active  full-time  position  in  growing  2500- 
member  central  Florida  church.  Responsibilities 
include  the  direction  of  choral  and  handbell  en¬ 
sembles  as  well  as  children’s  choirs  and  instru¬ 
mental  groups.  Experience  preferred.  Salary  nc- 
gotiable/benefit  package.  Send  resume  to:  Rev. 
David  T.  Brewer,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1126  E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala,  FL 
32670.  Telephone:  (904)  622-3244. 

degree  or  equivalency  in  related  field  and  over  4 
years  of  relevant  experience.  Contact:  The  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship,  Office  of  Human  Re¬ 
sources,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202  or 
call  (6 1 5)  340-7 1 0 1 .  EOE,  M/F/H. 

FULL-TIME  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  Di¬ 
rector,  Central  Illinois  Conference.  Request  ap¬ 
plication  from  George  Russell,  chair  personnel 
committee.  Box  515,  Bloomington,  IL  61 702- 
OS  15.  1989  salary  $42,268,  housing,  travel,  bene¬ 
fits.  Applications  due  September  15. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH,  full-time. 

Congregation  of  1800.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume:  Rev.  Herbert  Lange,  (Personal),  P.O.  Box 

1 336,  Tarpon  Springs,  FL  34688. 

PRESIDENT  AND  CHIEF  EXECUTIVE  Offi¬ 

cer.  United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/ORGANIST  posi¬ 
tion  wanted.  Full  or  part-time.  Also  available 
to  substitute.  Dallas  or  vicinity  only.  I  offer 
aggressive,  positive  attitude  and  18  years’  var¬ 
ied  experience.  Contact:  David  A.  Rogers, 
4138  Herschel  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75219. 
(214) 559-2221. 

ployer)  with  offices  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Ideal  candi¬ 
date  should  be  an  experienced  executive,  have  in¬ 
timate  knowledge  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  experience  in  health  and  human  service 
ministries  and  able  to  travel  extensively.  Reply 
mail  only  to:  Dr.  Charles  K.  Dilgard.  Chairman 
Search  Committee,  c/o  Otterbcin  Homes,  585  N. 
State  Route  741,  Lebanon,  OH  45036.  On  or  be¬ 
fore  August  31.  1989. 

NASHVILLE.  TN.  SCARRITT-BENNETT  Cen¬ 
ter  is  accepting  applications  for  the  position  of 
Director  of  Spiritual  Formation  Program.  A  job 
description  and  an  application  is  now  available. 
Interviewing  will  begin  after  September  17th. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR/ORGANIST  NEEDED. 
Call  Dan  Williams,  Chapel  Hill  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Dallas,  TX.  (214)  241-3491. 

Please  submit  resume  to:  Maxine  Clarke  Beach, 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  1008  19th  Avenue. 
South.  Nashville,  TN  37212-2166. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed 
full-time  for  2400-member  church.  Position  to  be 
filled  by  end  of  August.  Requirements  include: 
United  Methodist  background,  four  year  degree, 
a  minimum  of  six  years  experience  (volunteer 
and  paid)  with  some  experience  in  a  church  of 
over  1,000  members.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  Resumes  to  include  a  statement  of 
faith/calling.  Resumes  to:  Mrs.  Cindy  Sisco,  Lake 
Magdalene  United  Methodist  Church,  2902 
Fletcher  Avenue.  West,  Tampa,  FL  33618. 

NASHVILLE,  TN.  SCARRITT-BENNETT 

Center  is  accepting  applications  for  the  position 
of  Director  of  Studies.  A  job  description  and  an 
application  is  now  available.  Interviewing  will 
begin  after  September  17th.  Please  submit  re¬ 
sume  to:  Maxine  Clarke  Beach.  Scarritt-Bennett 
Center,  1008  19th  Avenue,  South,  Nashville,  TN 
37212-2166. 

NASHVILLE,  TN,  SCARRITT-BENNETT  Cen¬ 
ter  is  accepting  applications  for  the  position  of 
Director  of  Food  Service.  A  iob  description  and 
an  application  is  now  available.  Interviewing  will 
begin  after  September  17th.  Please  submit  re¬ 
sume  to:  Maxine  Clarke  Beach,  Scarritt-Bennett 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Wavnesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067.627-9507. 

Center,  1008  1 9th  Avenue,  South.  Nashville,  TN 
37212-2166. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  2500- 
member  FUMC  of  Conroe,  TX.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  928,  Conroe,  Texas  77305. 

or  more),  Eureka  Spnngs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming.  $8  tickets.  New  grilled  burger 
cookout,  and  breakfast.  All  for  $23  each!  Call 
(501) 253-8418  today! 

FOOD  SERVICE  DIRECTOR/CHEF  for  large 
United  Methodist  conference  center.  Fulj-time. 
High  school  diploma;  five  years  food  service  ex¬ 
perience.  Resume  to:  Epworth  Forest.  Box  16. 
North  Webster.  IN  46555.  (219)  834-2212. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES'  MINISTRIES  sought 

for  6000-member  downtown  church.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Karen  Spencer,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1928  Ross  Avenue.  Dallas,  TX  75201. 

"Can  YOU  COME  HOME  FOR  Christmas?” 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  with 
light  responsibilities  in  Christian  education 
sought  by  1500-member  church.  Fully  graded 
music  program.  Salary  and  job  description  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Max  Browning,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1981,  Pam- 
pa.Tx  79066-1981. 

claimed  resource  for  Christmas  observance  by 
family  circles,  church  groups,  clubs  and  other  or¬ 
ganizations,  Christmas  sermons,  radio  programs. 
Ideal  gift  booklet.  Available  at  half-price  for 
fund-raising  by  church  groups.  For  sample  copy 
send  $2.95  check  to  Samuel  E.  Carruth,  750  West 
Bonita  Ave.,  Claremont,  CA  91711. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith- 

^connections 

EDUCATORS  SELECTED:  Two  u  s 

educators  have  been  appointed  to  an  1 1 -member 
design  committee  for  the  College  of  Education  of 
tbe  proposed  United  Methodist  university  in  Af¬ 
rica.  Dr.  Sandra  Lutz  of  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  North  Canton.  Ohio,  and  Lolita  Bui- 
kema  of  St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sanford,  N.C.,  are  to  help  set  a  mission  state¬ 
ment  for  the  college,  determine  degrees  to  be  of¬ 
fered  and  select  a  dean  by  1 990.  The  university 
is  expected  to  open  in  1991. 

QUESTIONS  VIEW:  A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  from  west  Africa  questions  the 
.view  he  says  North  Ameri¬ 
cans  often  have  of  life  in  a 
Marxist  country.  Mennonite 
News  Service  quoted  Bishop 
Emilio  de  Carvalho  (Angola 
Area)  as  telling  visitors,  “Of 
course,  sometimes  we  have 
k>me  problems,  but  we  are 
not  anti-government.  The 
government  knows  that  the  Emilio  de  Carvalho 
churches  suffered  in  the  struggle  for  indepen¬ 
dence,  and  so  they  respect  us.  They  are  our  gov¬ 
ernment  and  if  they  are  making  mistakes,  we 
have  to  tell  them.” 

MORE  GIVING  THIS  YEAR:  For 

the  first  s;x  months  this  year.  United  Methodists 
increased  their  giving  to  13  denominationwide 
funds  over  last  year,  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  reports.  Specific  in¬ 
creases  include:  Peace  With  Justice  Sunday,  56 
percent;  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  (the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief).  23  percent; 
and  World  Service  Special  gifts,  such  as  the  Afri¬ 
ca  University  Fund,  108  percent.  However,  the 
Bishops'  Appeal  for  Partner  Churches  in  Crises 
suffered  the  largest  funding  drop — 65  percent. 

EDITOR  DIES:  Paul  Ruark,  65,  editor 
of  the  United  Methodist  newspaper  for  the  Ala- 
btama-West  Florida  and  North  Alabama  annual 
conferences,  died  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  July  30 
following  cancer  surgery.  Before  becoming  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist  Christian  Advocate 
ip  Sept.  1982,  Dr.  Ruark  was  on  the  faculty  of 
the  University  of  Alabama.  He  had  also  taught 
in  his  native  Ohio.  Memorial  services  were  Aug. 
2  at  Vestavia  Hills  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Birmingham.  The  body  was  cremated. 

^  Closer  ties  with  cuba:  The 

inofficial  United  Methodist  caucus  for  Hispan- 
ics — MARCHA — is  raising  money  to  help  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Cuba  publish  a  Spanish 
hymnal.  The  Rev.  Joel  N.  Martinez,  MARCHA 
president  and  pastor  of  Emanu-EI  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dallas,  said  the  request  came 
from  Cuban  Bishop  Armando  Rodriguez  after  a 
19-member  volunteer  work  team  built  a  bakery 
there  in  January. 

TRIBUTE  CHALLENGED:  Atop 

aide  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  stirred  a 
row  by  asking  the  British  Broadcasting  Corp.  to 
cancel  a  verse  drama  titled  “The  Blasphemer’s 
Banquet."  The  program  was  broadcast  July  31 
as  a  tribute  to  Salman  Rushdie,  author  of  “The 
Satanic  Verses.”  John  Lyttle,  the  chief  lay  ad¬ 
viser  to  Archbishop  Robert  Runcie,  had  written 
to  BBC  Director  General  Michael  Checkland 
with  the  archbishop’s  full  backing.  The  letter 
warned  that  dire  consequences  could  result 
from  airing  the  program  in  the  current  climate 
of  Moslem  resentment  about  the  book. 

GLOBAL  RESOURCE:  Games,  inter¬ 
national  recipes  and  educational  exercises  are 
part  of  the  new  National  Council  of  Churches  re¬ 
source  book,  “Make  a  World  of  Difference:  Cre¬ 
ative  Activities  For  Global  Learning.”  The  book 
•is  aimed  at  helping  people  understand  hunger, 
poverty  and  oppression  around  the  world.  Pro¬ 
ducers  of  the  book  say  it’s  the  council’s  “largest 
single  resource  created’’  for  local  churches. 
Funding  for  the  book  came  from  a  grant  from 
The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

.-  WRAPPING  PORN:  People  of  many 
•faiths  from  across  the  nation  are  making  plans  to 
■take  part  in  a  weeklong  pornography  awareness 
campaign  Oct.  29-Nov.  5.  The  campaign  is  the 
idea  of  Morality  in  Media's  White  Ribbon 
Against  Pornography  or  WRAP.  Heads  of  five  na- 
Uional  anti-pornography  groups,  along  with 
-Church,  political  and  local  leaders,  are  to  address 
a  nationwide  audience  via  a  satellite  television 
.•hookup  Oct.  28  from  12-2  p.m.  Eastern  Time. 

DISCIPLES  MAKE  HISTORY:  The 

Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  made  ec¬ 
umenical  history  at  its  General  Assembly  by 
electing  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  as  a  full  voting 
•  member  of  its  governing  board.  He  is  Monsi- 
•gnor  Philip  Morris  of  South  Orange,  N.J.  The 
1.1 -million  member  denomination  is  believed 
.'to  be  the  first  U.S.  Protestant  body  to  take  such 
a  step. 

GRACIOUS  GIFT:  United  Methodist- 
■related  lliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver  has  re¬ 
ceived  S I  million  from  the  estate  of  Ralph  E.  and 
-Norma  Peck.  The  money  is  to  be  used  to  establish 
and  endow  a  chair  of  preaching  and  communica- 
-,tion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck,  both  of  whom  died  in 
1 988,  are  the  parents  of  the  Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck, 
manager  of  general  church  periodicals  for  the 
.-United  Methodist  Publishing  House  and  editor  of 
“International  Christian  Digest.” 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  News  Reports 


It's  'Saturday  Afternoon  Live!' 

Fast-growing  United  Methodist  congregation  offers  four  worship  services 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Managing  Editor 

SPRINGFIELD,  Mo.— The 
pastor’s  wearing  dark  trousers; 
an  open-necked,  short-sleeved 
white  shirt;  and  red  suspenders. 

The  usher’s  wearing  yellow 
shorts,  sport  shirt  and  sneakers. 

The  baby  being  baptized  is 
wearing  a  white  gown  hand  made 
in  1901. 

It’s  Saturday  Afternoon  Live  at 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church! 

The  Rev.  Harry  F.  Foockle  may 
be  a  performer,  but  he’s  no  comic. 

Between  this  informal  Satur¬ 
day  "praise  service”  and  three 
traditional  services  the  following 
morning,  with  gray  ministerial 
robes  and  color-coded  stoles  for 
the  liturgical  season,  his  church 
will  draw  900-plus  to  worship. 

All  of  that  is  happening  in 
mid-summer  in  the  heart  of  the 
Missouri  Ozarks  recreation  area! 

Not  bad  for  a  25-year-old 
church  of  1,800  members  that 
has  grown  relentlessly  under  his 
14-year  leadership. 

Evangelical,  ecumenical 

The  reason  may  lie  in  two 
words.  One  is  “evangelical.”  The 
other  is  "ecumenical.” 

Springfield’s  home  for  the  As¬ 
semblies  of  God  international 
headquarters.  It’s  also  home  for 
the  Assemblies’  liberal  arts  Evan¬ 
gel  College,  three  independent 
Bible  colleges  and  Southern  Mis¬ 
souri  State  University. 

In  that  climate  a  church  virtu¬ 
ally  has  to  be  “evangelical”  to 
survive. 

Wesley  UMC  is  unapologeti- 
cally  evangelical,  with  trained 
lay-visitation  teams  calling  on 
visitors  almost  every  week  and 
another  team  calling  on  members 
who  miss  three  Sundays  in  a  row. 

TV  spots,  budgeted  at  $16,000 
per  year,  keep  the  Wesley  UMC 
name  before  the  public  constantly. 


£ 


The  church  MISS0U,,' 
aflame 


But  the  congregation  is  proud¬ 
ly  ecumenical,  too. 

The  Springfield  Area  Council  of 
Churches,  one  of  the  nation’s 
strongest  at  the  local  level,  recently 
opened  the  giant  $1.2  million 
Ozark  Food  Harvest  warehouse. 

Two  million  pounds  of  food 
are  to  be  distributed  from  there 
to  the  poor  this  year. 

Wesley  UMC  is  a  major  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  council,  signified  by  an 
appreciation  plaque  prominently 
displayed  in  the  church  office. 

'Loaves'  house  church 

Wesley’s  buildings,  variously 
described  as  “barns”  or  "loaves 
of  bread”  or  “upside-down  arks” 
because  of  their  curved-roof  de¬ 
sign,  stand  highly  visible  on  17 
acres.  Access  is  easy  off  a  major 
street,  and  parking  is  plentiful. 

Parked  closest  to  the  church 
this  Sunday  is  a  bloodmobile, 
where  church-member  donors 
line  up  between  services.  The  big 
van’s  twice-yearly  visits  are  one 
Wesley  outreach. 

Others  include  jail  and  prison 
visitation,  financial  and  volun¬ 
teer  support  for  a  community 
center,  and,  for  the  third  year  in 
a  row,  an  out-of-state  Habitat  for 
Humanity  project  sponsored  by 
Wesley  UMC  youths  and  adults. 

Healing  services  offered 

Four  times  a  year  the  Satur- 
day-Sunday  worship  periods  are 
designated  as  healing  services. 

Every  detail — hymns,  special 
music,  prayers,  sermon  text,  mes¬ 
sage — reinforces  spiritual,  physi¬ 
cal,  moral,  emotional  healing. 

The  altar  rail  fills  quickly  as 
the  pastor  calls  people  foiward, 


those  praying  for  general  needs 
in  one  group,  those  for  specific 
needs  in  another. 

Tears  flow  unashamedly  as  a 
special  spirit  seems  to  infuse  the 
sanctuary. 

Wesley  UMC  avoids  the  po¬ 
tential  intimidation  of  a  large- 
membership  church  by  offering 
small  groups  galore. 

There  are  1 1  United  Methodist 
Women  circles,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men’s  group,  two  youth  groups 
(junior  and  senior  high),  five  soft- 
ball  teams,  six  choirs  spanning  all 
ages,  two  handbell  choirs,  Trinity 
Bible  Study  going  constantly,  a 
Disciple  Bible  study  about  to  start. 
Parents’  Day  Out  every  Thursday 
and  Friday,  and,  at  the  other  end 
of  the  age  spectrum,  LEO  (Life 
Enrichment  Opportunity)  for 
members  and  friends  over  60. 
LEO  offers  varied  activities  one 
day  a  month  at  the  church. 

Church-school  attendance,  ap¬ 
proaching  300,  isn’t  what  Wesley 
leaders  want  it  to  be,  but  a  new 
$1.2  million,  1 9,000-square-foot, 
two-story  education  wing  provides 
room  for  growth. 

Youth  ministries  and  adult  edu¬ 
cation  are  top  priorities. 

Business  done  crisply 

Wesley  transacts  business 
crisply.  All  work  areas,  commis¬ 
sions  and  committees  meet  one 
Sunday  afternoon  a  month,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  The  Administrative  Board 
meets  every  other  month. 

Dr.  Foockle — “Harry”  to  ev¬ 
eryone,  many  of  whom  are  sur¬ 
prised  to  leant  that  he  has  an 
earned  doctorate — gets  most  of 
the  credit  for  Wesley  UMC’s  in¬ 
formal,  flexible  style. 

His  explicit  Bible-based 
preaching  is  sprinkled  with  local 
illustrations,  and  his  insistence 
on  pound-the-pavement  lay  visi¬ 
tation  ministries  gives  flesh  to 
his  description  of  Wesley  UMC 
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SPRINGFIELD,  Mo. — Little  boys  stand  close  by  their  moms  dur¬ 
ing  worship  services  at  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church.  Wor¬ 
ship  styles  range  from  shirt-sleeve  informality  on  Saturday 
afternoon  to  robed  choirs  and  ministers  on  Sunday  mornings. 


as  a  Matthew  28,  “go  and  make 
disciples”  church. 

How  is  he  as  an  administrator? 
One  layman  put  it  thusly:  “He 
delegates  responsibility,  but  he 
pays  attention  to  detail — and  he 
expects  you  to  do  the  same!” 

The  top  two  lines  in  the  Sun¬ 
day  bulletin’s  16-line  staff  listing 
spell  out  his  beliefs: 
“MINISTERS  Every  Member” 
“PASTOR . Harry  Foockle" 


"The  Church  Aflame"  serie 
features  United  Methodist  con 
gregations  of  all  sizes  that  an 
growing  numerically,  shoulder 
ing  their  fair  share  of  the  denom 
ination's  financial  obligation, 
and  offering  outstanding  minis 
tries  in  their  communities.  Tt 
nominate  a  church  writt 
"Church  Aflame,"  United  Meth 
odist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


UM  task  force  to  study  impact 
of  rising  health  insurance  costs 
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HYDERABAD,  India — More  women  and  children  in  villages 
surrounding  Hyderabad  lead  a  healthy  life,  thanks  to  disease- 
prevention  care  sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Church  in  India. 
Visits  to  villages  by  professional  health  teams  are  funded 
through  second-mile  gifts  from  United  Methodists  through 
the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

Health  teams  make 
'house  calls'  in  India 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo. 
— A  special  task  force  from  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Pensions  is  studying  what  ris¬ 
ing  health-insurance  costs  may 
mean  to  the  denomination. 

Members  of  the  22-member 
panel,  headed  by  Robert  W.  Ste¬ 
vens,  treasurer  of  the  Pacific- 
Northwest  Annual  Conference, 
were  announced  during  the  pen¬ 
sions  board’s  July  19-21  meeting 
in  Colorado  Springs. 


The  task  force  is  to  report  its 
findings  to  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions.  The  board  is  to  forward 
recommendations  to  the  1992 
General  Conference,  the  next 
session  of  the  denomination’s 
top  policy-making  assembly. 

The  1988  General  Conference 
ordered  the  study  of  insurance 
costs  for  clergy  and  lay  employees. 

The  pensions  board  operates  a 
health  and  medical  expense  plan 
used  by  31  of  the  72  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  United  $tates. 
Other  annual  conferences  cover 


medical  risks  in  other  ways. 

The  32  elected  directors  of  the 
Board  of  Pensions,  citing  a  favor¬ 
able  claim  experience  in  1 986- 
88,  voted  to  return  $5  million  in 
health  premiums  to  participating 
conferences. 

Pensions  directors  were  told 
that  per  capita  expenditures  for 
hPYl’h  care  in  the  United  States 
had  Tcreased  from  $822  in  1978 
tc  135  in  1988.  Total  health- 
ca.  c  spending  had  increased 
from  $42  billion  in  1978  to  $500 
billion  in  1988. 


World  Council  of  Churches 
samples  Soviet ' perestroika ' 


If  sick  people  in  India  can’t 
come  to  Methodist  hospitals  for 
treatment,  those  hospitals  send 
“health  teams”  to  them. 

Gifts  through  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church  help 
make  the  two-way  health  minis¬ 
tries  possible. 

Money  from  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  United  States  for  med¬ 
ical  and  public  health  programs 
in  the  Hyderabad  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  India  is  being  used  for  three 
activities: 

•  Crawford  Hospital  in  Vikera- 
bad.  The  largest  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  hospital  in  the  annual 
conference,  Crawford  seeks  to 
add  professional  staff. 

•Clason  Hospital  in  Sironcha. 
This  Methodist-related  medical 
and  public  health  center  offers 
general  care  to  anyone  living 
within  the  annual  conference’s 
boundaries  and  serves  sick  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  Methodist  hostels. 
Those  are  girls’  schools  owned  by 
the  church. 

•  Public  Health  Travel  Team  in 
Moinabad,  Chandrakal  and  Mo- 
minpet.  A  public  health-care 


team  visits  villages  in  each  dis¬ 
trict,  providing  care  for  children, 
treating  leprosy,  examining  eyes 
and  doing  dental  work. 

The  team  visits  people  living 
in  unhealthy  conditions  to  show 
them  how  to  lead  a  clean  and 
healthy  life. 

Gifts  to  support  the  “Hyder¬ 
abad  Medical  and  Public  Health 
Programs”  can  be  sent  via  any 
United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  and  designated  for 
Advance  No.  006 187-3. 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

MOSCOW — Members  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  could  hard¬ 
ly  believe  their  eyes. 

There  they  stood — 158  of 
them  from  every  comer  of  the 
globe — inside  the  Kremlin. 

Once  the  shrine  of  world  athe¬ 
ism,  the  Soviet  capital  and  its 
leaders  welcomed  representatives 
of  the  world’s  Protestant  and  Or¬ 
thodox  churches  as  well  as  two 
from  the  Vatican. 

Excitedly  these  Christians 
posed  for  group  photos  and  busi¬ 
ly  snapped  one  another  outside 
the  cathedrals  of  the  Dormition 
and  Annunciation  as  their  gold, 
onion-shaped  towers  squinted  in 
the  late  afternoon  sun. 

Inside,  WCC  delegates  visited 
the  Kremlin’s  elaborate  state 
rooms  and  stood  in  awe  of  the 
splendid  religious  murals  that 
told  the  story  of  creation  on  wall 
upon  guilded  wall. 

Society  liberalized 

In  St.  George’s  Hall  visitors 
huddled  close  together — Angli¬ 
cans  beside  Armenian  Orthodox, 
United  Methodists  and  United 
Church  of  Christ  leaders  shoul¬ 
der  to  shoulder — to  receive  the 
greeting  of  Soviet  Prime  Minister 
Nikolai  Ryzhkov. 


Under  “perestroika” — the  new 
thinking — the  Soviet  govern¬ 
ment  wants  to  “harmonize  all 
spheres  of  our  society,”  he  said. 

Christians  and  peoples  of  all 
faiths  are  free  and  encouraged  to 
participate  in  all  forms  of  deci¬ 
sion-making,  the  prime  minister 
said. 

The  state  in  turn  pledges  “to 
respect  and  tolerate  all  faiths,  na¬ 
tionalities  and  opinions  coming 
from  a  different  world  view." 

Church  can't  compromise 

Retired  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  M.  Ault  of  Alien- 
ton,  Pa.,  said  later,  “Great  expec¬ 
tations  are  riding  on 
‘perestroika’ — from  the  house¬ 
wife  desiring  more  consumer 
goods  to  the  church  seeking  the 
recovery  of  its  freedom,  author¬ 
ity  and  property.” 

The  government  expects  the 
churches  to  be  an  interpreter  of 
“perestroika”  among  the  people, 
said  Bishop  Ault,  who  attended 
as  a  member  of  the  WCC  Central 
Committee. 

The  church,  meanwhile,  has 
the  tough  job  of  supporting  the 
well-being  of  the  country  and  its 
people,  he  added. 

“Wisdom  and  courage  are  re¬ 
quired,”  Bishop  Ault  said,  “lest 
the  church  become  once  more 


the  instrument  of  the  state  and 
by  so  doing  compromise  its  pro¬ 
phetic  ministry  and  mission.” 

Other  United  Methodist  mem¬ 
bers  attending  the  first-ever  WCC 
Central  Committee  in  Moscow 
were  Dr.  Janice  Love  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  S.C.;  Theressa  Hoover,  chief 
executive  of  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York;  and  the 
Rev.  Bruce  W.  Robbins,  a  staff 
member  of  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns,  New  York. 

Dr.  Diana  Eck,  a  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  professor  and  WCC  ad¬ 
viser,  also  attended. 

Recommendations  made 

During  the  July  17-26  meeting, 
the  WCC  called  for  far-reaching 
recommendations  on  biotechnol¬ 
ogy  and  world  poverty,  especially 
in  relation  to  children  and  to 
Third  World  debt. 

The  WCC  marked  a  historic 
moment  as  well — becoming  the 
first  international  body  to  call  for 
the  reunification  of  the  Koreas. 

The  meeting  set  forth  two 
WCC  10-year  programs — that  of 
“Justice,  Peace  and  the  Integrity 
of  Creation”  and  of  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  Decade  of  the  Churches 
in  Solidarity  with  Women. 

Ms.  LeFevere  is  a  free-lance 
writer  from  Tenafly,  MJ. 
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Girls  told  to  set  sex  limits  on  dates 


By  KAREN  BENSON 
Baptist  Press 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— If  sta¬ 
tistics  hold  true,  one  in  four  of  the 
13,600  teen-age  girls  attending  the 
Southern  Baptist  National  Acteens 
Convention  last  month  has  been  or 
will  be  sexually  assaulted. 

For  that  reason,  the  Rev.  Bill 
Blackburn  and  his  wife,  Deana, 
gave  some  plain  talk  and  blunt 
warnings  to  members  of  the  mis¬ 
sions  organization  for  Southern 
Baptist  girls  in  grades  7  through  12. 

The  Blackburns’  advice  covered 
topics  from  setting  sexual  limits  on 
a  date  and  praying  before,  during 
and  after  a  date  to  teen-age  preg¬ 
nancy,  incest  and  date  rape. 

They  balanced  their  warning  with 
biblical  teachings  on  sexuality. 

Sexuality  is  good 

“Sex  is  a  part  of  God’s  good  cre¬ 
ation”  as  long  as  it  is  within  the  con¬ 
text  of  a  marriage  relationship,  said 


Mr.  Blackburn,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Baptist  Church  in  Kerrville,  Texas. 

God  intended  for  sexuality  to  in¬ 
clude  companionship,  intimacy, 
closeness  and  friendship,  he  said. 

The  Blackburns’  admonitions  in¬ 
cluded: 

/  Realize  that  “a  part  of  a  guy’s 
sexual  apparatus  is  his  hands.”  Mr. 
Blackburn  said,  “When  you’re  talk¬ 
ing  heavy  petting,  when  you’re  talk¬ 
ing  hands  on  the  breasts,  hands  on 
the  genital  areas,  hands  inside 
clothes,  you’re  talking  about  very 
dangerous  stuff.” 

/To  prevent  a  difficult  sexual 
situation,  set  limits  before  a  date. 

/  Be  aware  that  most  rapes  are 
committed  with  an  acquaintance  by 
the  victim.  More  than  half  of  the 
rape  cases  reported,  and  by  far  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  cases  not  reported,  are 
cases  of  “date  rape”  or  “acquain¬ 
tance  rape,”  said  Mrs.  Blackburn, 
outreach  coordinator  for  the  Hill 
Country  Crisis  Council  in  Kerrville. 

/Trust  your  instincts.  “It’s  bet¬ 


ter  to  be  rude  than  to  be  raped,” 
Mrs.  Blackburn  said. 

/  Be  alert  to  the  signs  of  a  poten¬ 
tial  rapist.  He’s  looking  for  an  easy 
target  or  someone  who  is  vulnera¬ 
ble,  Mrs.  Blackburn  said.  He  has 
more  traditional  or  extreme  views 
on  the  role  of  women,  believing  that 
the  woman  should  be  totally  depen¬ 
dent  on  him. 

/  Know  what  to  do  after  being 
raped.  “Your  first  instinct  will  be  to 
get  rid  of  that  awful  feeling  of  being 
violated,”  Mrs.  Blackburn  said. 
“But  tuck  this  in  the  back  of  your 
head:  Don’t  do  it.  Don’t  take  a 
shower.  Don’t  go  to  the  bathroom. 
Don’t  destroy  the  evidence.” 

Next,  get  help  as  soon  as  possible, 
she  said.  Talk  to  a  trusted  adult.  Go 
straight  to  an  emergency  room,  or 
find  some  way  of  getting  medical  at¬ 
tention.  Modern  medical  technol¬ 
ogy  has  enabled  doctors  to  treat 
rape  victims  with  what  is  known  as 
a  “morning-after  pill,”  which  sus¬ 
pends  ovulation  and  lessens  the 


chance  of  pregnancy  from  rape. 

Rape  victims  need  counseling 

Most  importantly,  get  counseling, 
Mrs.  Blackburn  urged.  “Even  if  the 
sexual  assault  happened  three  or 
five  years  ago,  it’s  still  important 
for  you  to  seek  help,”  she  said. 

It’s  important,  too,  to  remember 
two  keys  to  a  healthy  recovery  from  a 
sexual  assault,  she  said.  “Know  that 
you  are  not  alone,  and  know  that 
God  is  faithful,"  she  said.  “He  will 
not  desert  you.  He  will  see  you 
through.  God  will  not  let  you  down.” 

/  If  pregnancy  occurs,  know  up 
front  there  are  only  three  options 
for  dealing  with  the  pregnancy: 
abortion,  adoption  and  parenthood. 

“I  encourage  you  to  get  informa¬ 
tion  on  all  three  of  those  options,  and 
don’t  be  swayed  by  your  friends, 
your  parents  or  anybody  to  rush  right 
out  and  get  an  abortion,”  she  said. 

Remember,  too,  that  “from  the 
point  you  find  out  you  are  preg¬ 
nant,  you  are  a  parent,”  she  said. 


Youth  choir  travels  2,500  miles 


BEDFORD,  Texas — Members  of  "Spirit  Wind,"  youth  choir  of  the 
Northwest  Texas  Annual  Conference,  sing  at  Martin  Memorial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Bedford.  The  appearance  was  part  of  a 
two-week,  2,500-mile  musical  tour  during  June.  The  11 -year-old 
chorus — with  more  than  100  high-school-age  singers — may  be  the 
largest  annual-conference  youth  choir  in  United  Methodism.  Sing¬ 
ers  from  across  the  conference  audition  for  places  each  spring. 
They  have  three  days  of  intense  rehearsal  in  June  before  beginning 
their  tour.  Bert  W.  Bostic,  minister  of  music  at  St.  Luke's  United 
Methodist  Church,  Midland,  Texas,  directs  the  group. 


History  of  Hymns 


Dear  Deborahs 

What  can  I  do 
about  Dad? 

Dear  Deborah: 

My  father  is  in  relatively  good 
health,  but  at  84  he  is  slower  on  re¬ 
flexes  and  so  forth.  1  am  concerned, 
since  he  insists  on  driving  his  car. 

Recently  he  passed  the  superficial 
test  this  state  gives,  so  he  won’t  lis¬ 
ten  to  me.  He  says  if  he  is  danger¬ 
ous  the  state  wouldn’t  have  given 
him  his  renewal.  But  I  once  came 
up  behind  him  on  the  road,  and  he 
was  riding  the  center  line,  then  wa¬ 
vered  over  to  the  side.  He  goes 
slowly,  so  everyone  else  tries  to  pass 
him,  sometimes  rather  dangerously. 

What  can  I  do  to  help  him  see  he 
is  a  danger  to  himself  and  others? 

Debbie 

Dear  Debbie: 

You  are  right  to  be  concerned.  But 
it 's  possible  to  understand  your  fa¬ 
ther's  reluctance  to  give  up  his  inde¬ 
pendence,  loo.  This  situation  causes 
concern  in  many  families.  I  hope 
you  can  maintain  an  open  and  car¬ 
ing  relationship  with  your  father 
while  trying  to  work  it  out. 

I  suggest  you  get  a  video  camera. 
Record  him  while  he's  driving  and 
doesn 't  know  about  it.  Then  show  him 
the  pictures. 


Chaplain's  verse  sparks 
'Awake  to  Love,  Work' 


Awake,  awake  to  love  and  work, 

The  lark  is  in  the  sky: 

The  fields  are  wet  with  diamond 

dew. 

The  worlds  awake  to  cry 
Their  blessings  on  the  Lord  of  life, 
As  he  goes  meekly  by. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Of  all  the  British  chaplains  in 
World  War  I,  Geoffrey  A.  Studdert- 
Kennedy  became  the  most  dearly 
loved  and  best  known. 

After  the  war  he  was  appointed 
chaplain  to  the  king.  In  the  years 
that  followed,  his  eloquent  preach¬ 
ing  brought  him  fame  both  in  En¬ 
gland  and  America.  His  persuasive 
manner  and  creative  style  were 
unique,  and  he  had  many  opportu¬ 
nities  to  preach  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean. 

In  a  small  book  of  poems  that  he 
published  in  1921  was  a  poem  of  six 
verses  entitled,  “At  a  Harvest  Festi¬ 
val.”  The  last  three  verses  have 
been  lifted  out  and  made  into  a 
hymn  beginning  “Awake,  Awake  to 
Love  and  Work.” 

Studdert-Kennedy  began  his 
work  as  a  British  army  chaplain  in 


the  bitter  cold  of  December  1915  ill 
France. 

He’d  been  ordained  in  the  Church 
of  England  seven  years  earlier  and 
had  been  assigned  to  two  churches. 

In  France  he  preached  and  minis¬ 
tered  to  the  soldiers,  comforted  the 
wounded  on  the  battlefield  and  con¬ 
ducted  burial  services  for  the  dead. 
To  parents,  wives  and  children  back 
home,  he  wrote  comforting  letters. 

He  was  at  home  among  the  sol¬ 
diers,  who  nicknamed  him  “Wood¬ 
bine  Willie,”  for  his  practice  of 
passing  out  free  copies  of  the  New 
Testament  and  also  packets  of  Wood¬ 
bine  cigarettes,  an  English  brand. 

Studdert-Kennedy  was  concerned 
that  the  Gospel  speak  to  man’s  so¬ 
cial  as  well  as  spiritual  needs. 

Perhaps  his  best-known  poem  most 
eloquently  expresses  his  feelings,  mak¬ 
ing' reference  to  Birmingham  in  hij 
native  England,  in  the  lines: 

When  Jesus  came  to  Birmingham 
they  simply  passed  him  by. 

They  never  hurt  a  hair  of  him. 
they  simply  let  him  die. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Built  on  the  Rock" 


CHUCK  VALEETTE  PHOTO 

TOWSON,  Md. — Arthur  R.  Ransom  Jr.,  U.S.  membership  coordina¬ 
tor  for  the  Methodist  Philatelic  Society,  looks  over  a  copy  of  the 
stamp-collecting  group's  quarterly  newsletter. 

Collectors  check  mails 
for  stamps  of  Methodism 


If  all  you  know  about  stamps  is 
that  you  stick  them  on  the  right- 
hand  comer  of  an  envelope,  you 
may  not  know  about  the  British- 
based  Methodist  Philatelic  Society. 

But,  if  you’re  a  stamp  collector — 
or  ever  thought  you’d  like  to  be — 
the  society  could  be  right  for  you. 

It’s  a  19-year-old  organization  of 
some  350  Methodists  around  the 
world  who  collect  stamps,  especially 
stamps  related  to  Methodism. 

Arthur  Ransom,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  from  Towson,  Md.,  handles 
the  society’s  U.S.  membership. 

Mr.  Ransom  said  Methodist  col¬ 
lectors  can  get  an  insight  into  the 
history  of  their  church  and  many  of 
its  major  personalities  from  stamps. 

The  Black  Heritage  stamp  issued 
this  year  by  the  United  States  Post¬ 
al  Service  to  honor  A.  Philip  Ran¬ 
dolph,  noted  railway  labor  and 
civil-rights  leader,  has  a  Methodist 


connection. 

“Mr.  Randolph  was  the  son  of  an 
itinerant  African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  minister,”  said  Mr.  Ransom. 

Several  U.S.  presidents  also  took 
active  roles  in  the  Methodist 
church,  he  pointed  out,  citing  Ruth¬ 
erford  B.  Hayes,  James  K.  Polk  and 
U.S.  Grant. 

“U.S.  stamps  have  been  issued  in 
their  honor,”  he  said. 

Two  signers  of  the  U.S.  Constitu¬ 
tion — Richard  Bassett  of  Delaware 
and  William  Few  of  Georgia — were 
prominent  Methodist  laymen  hon¬ 
ored  by  stamp  issuances  in  their 
names,  he  noted. 

More  information  is  available 
from  Arthur  Ransom,  1303  Woods 
Hole  Road,  Towson,  Md.,  21204. 

And  don’t  worry  about  that  big 
word,  “philatelic.” 

Even  stamp  collectors  try  to  avoid 
it  in  most  ordinary  conversations. 


God  can  reach  us  even  as  we  sleep 


"Dreams:  God's  Forgotten  Lan¬ 
guage"  by  John  A.  Sanford.  Harper 
&  Row,  1989. 194  pages,  $10.95. 

By  KENNETH  WRAY  CONNERS 

“Dreams,”  first  published  20 
years  ago  and  now  reissued  as  a 
classic,  will  appeal  to  anyone  who 
has  experienced  dreams  that  seem 
to  defy  explanation  but  hint  at  a 
deeper,  hidden  meaning. 

The  author,  an  Episcopal  priest 
and  Jungian  psychoanalyst,  shows 
us  the  psychological  and  spiritual 
significance  of  dreams  and  their 
link  to  religious  experience. 

The  Rev.  John  A.  Sanford  cites 
scores  of  examples  from  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  of  God  warn¬ 
ing,  protecting  or  guiding  ancient 
peoples  through  dreams  or  visions. 
Those  examples  make  us  ask  why  a 
living  God  would  cease  to  commu¬ 
nicate  with  us  today. 

The  problem,  of  course,  is  to  rec¬ 
ognize  and  interpret  the  meaning  of 
God-inspired  dreams.  That’s  diffi¬ 
cult  because  dreams,  like  many  of 
the  teachings  of  Jesus,  are  expressed 
in  parablelike  stories  or  symbols 
that  must  be  pondered  and  reflected 
upon  for  their  true  meaning. 

Dr.  Sanford  analyzes  from  a  reli¬ 
gious  perspective  many  dreams  re¬ 
lated  to  him  by  people  seeking  his 
counsel.  Readers  will  find  those  an¬ 
alyses  interesting  and  helpful. 

Dr.  Sanford  warns  that  we  are  un¬ 
likely  to  succeed  in  interpreting  our 
own  dreams  until  we  have  spent 
long  hours  in  introspection  and 
searching  our  souls. 

I  highly  recommend  this  book  for 
the  insights  it  provides  on  how  our 
dreams  can  open  us  to  spiritual 
messages  from  God. 

Kenneth  Wray  Conners  is  an  au¬ 
thor  and  lay  theologian  who  writes 
on  religious  and  sociological  topics 
and  lives  in  Meadowbrook,  Pa. 


Our  lives  depend 
on  commitments 

"Caring  and  Commitment:  Learning 
to  Live  the  Love  We  Promise"  by 
Lewis  B.  Smedes.  New  York:  Harper 
&  Row,  1988.  153  pages,  $14.95. 

By  LYCURGUS  STARKEY 

“I’ll  be  there  if  I  can,  but  don’t 
count  on  it.” 

Life  would  be  a  mess  if  that  was 
all  we  could  get  from  others.  Family 
and  faith,  business  and  government 
would  fall  apart. 

Lewis  B.  Smedes  tells  us  why.  But 
more  important,  he  shows  us  how 
we  can  be  keepers  of  commitment. 
He’s  also  very  honest  in  admitting 
that  “life  would  be  cruel  if  we  were 
absolutely  stuck  to  every  commit¬ 
ment  we  made.” 

Mr.  Smedes  is  a  wise  wordsmith, 
turning  a  phrase  here  and  there.  Al¬ 
though  he’s  a  professor  of  theology 
and  ethics  at  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary,  his  book  contains  not  an 
ounce  of  academic  heaviness. 

Mr.  Smedes  writes  as  if  he  were 
looking  over  his  glasses  in  his  shaded 
study  and  sharing  his  life  with  us. 

“Remember,”  he  writes,  “that  ev¬ 
ery  personal  commitment  has  two 
components:  consistency  and  care. 
Consistency  keeps  the  external 
structure  steady,  but  care  breathes 
lasting  love  inside  the  structure. 
Consistency  is  the  backbone;  care  is 
the  heart.  Consistency  is  the  mus¬ 
cle;  care  is  the  warm  blood.  Consis¬ 
tency  is  our  predictability;  care  is 
our  personal  presence.” 

We  choose  to  be  consistent  and 
caring  for  others  by  active  listening, 
by  staying  awake  to  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  in  the  relationships,  by  accom¬ 
modating  things  we  can’t  change,  by 
forgiving,  by  staying  honest — 
speaking  the  truth  with  love. 


This  book  is  excellent  for  all  peo¬ 
ple  who  “have  promises  to  keep  and 
miles  to  go  before  they  sleep.”  It’s 
the  kind  of  book  you  want  to  give 
family  and  friends. 

The  Rev.  Lycurgus  M.  Starkey  Jr.  is 
superintendent  of  the  St.  Louis  South 
District,  Missouri  East  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  United  Methodist  Church. 

New  theological 
model  forming 

'Theology  for  the  Third  Millennium: 
An  Ecumenical  View"  by  Hans  Kung. 
Doubleday,  New  York,  1988.  $24.95. 

By  PAUL  E.  SCHRADING 

The  Rev.  Hans  Kung  is  a  careful 
and  creative  theologian.  He  has 
written  several  major  works,  includ¬ 
ing  “On  Being  A  Christian”  and 
“Does  God  Exist?” 

His  most  recent  book  is  com¬ 
posed  of  previously  published  es¬ 
says,  the  earliest  from  1962.  It  isn’t 
“popular”  theology  or  easy  reading. 

It’s  well-written,  however,  and 
carries  a  profound  message:  We 
Christians  are  on  the  way  to  formu¬ 
lating  a  new  model  for  theological 
reflection. 

A  Roman  Catholic,  Dr.  Kung 
teaches  theology  at  the  University 
of  Tubingen  in  West  Germany.  In 
1979,  the  Vatican  withdrew  his  li¬ 
cense  to  teach  Roman  Catholic  the¬ 
ology  largely  because  he  published 
doubts  regarding  the  church’s  dog¬ 
ma  of  papal  infallibility. 

Dr.  Kung  remains  a  priest  and 
considers  himself  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  theologian. 

He  draws  upon  the  writing  of 
Thomas  S.  Kuhn  (“The  Structure  of 
Scientific  Revolutions,”  Chicago, 
1 962)  to  suggest  that  we  are  living  in 
the  midst  of  a  paradigm  change.  The 
definition  of  paradigm  (or  model)  is 
“an  entire  constellation  of  beliefs. 


values  and  techniques  . . .  shared  by 
the  members  of  a  given  community.” 

For  example,  a  paradigm  change 
occurred  in  science  with  a  shift  in 
astronomy  from  Ptolemy  to  Coper- 
nicus — from  the  Earth  as  the  fixed 
center  to  the  Earth  as  part  of  the  so¬ 
lar  system. 

According  to  Dr.  Kung,  we  are  in 
a  similar  shift  in  theology  from  the 
“modem”  to  the  “ecumenical”  or 
“post-modern”  paradigm. 

There  are  two  constants  in  “post¬ 
modern”  theology: 

/  The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
(“. . .  not  the  emperor  and  not  the 
pope,  not  the  church  and  not  the 
state,  not  the  party  and  not  the  lead¬ 
er,  not  money  and  not  power,  no, 
this  person  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  insofar 
as  he  stands  for  God  himself  in  his 
preaching  and  his  conduct,  his  strug¬ 
gling,  suffering,  dying,  and  new  life— 
God’s  image,  Word,  Son,  Christ.”). 

/  The  world  of  experience  in  all 
its  "ambivalence,  contingency  and 
variability.”  The  style  of  such  theol¬ 
ogy,  therefore,  is  truthful  (not  op¬ 
portunistic-conformist),  free  (not 
authoritarian),  critical  (not  tradi¬ 
tionalist)  and  ecumenical  (not  de¬ 
nominational). 

This  book  is  well  worthwhile  for 
anyone  seeking  to  understand  con¬ 
temporary  currents  in  theology,  in¬ 
cluding  its  turmoil,  change,  anxiety 
and  debate. 

Dr.  Kung  sets  a  framework  and 
context  for  understanding  such  de¬ 
bates  and  others,  including  those 
surrounding  liberation  theology, 
feminist  theology,  political  theology 
and  black  theology. 

The  work  is  also  a  road  map  for 
future  theological  explorations  as 
we  near  the  third  millenium  of  our 
journey  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Schrading  is  direc¬ 
tor,  Council  on  Ministries,  Western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference, 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  lives 
in  Mars,  Pa. 
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Music  goes  'round  and  comes  out  here 

NASHVILLE— Mark  Blankenship,  a  staff  member  in  the  church  music  department  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Sunday  School  Board,  plays  a  tune  into  a  computer.  The  computer  then  produces  printed  music. 
The  computer  is  being  used  to  prepare  the  new  Baptist  hymnal.  The  book  is  to  be  published  in  1991. 


Reviews 


Be  a  Partner  in  Campus  Ministry  With: 

Grambling  State  University 

Northwestern  University 

United  Campus  Ministry 

Wesley  Foundation 

Rev.  Bennett  Smith 

Rev.  Ryan  Norton 

P.O.  Box  81 

P.O.  Box  4285 

Grambling,  LA  71245 

Natchitoches,  LA  71457 

(318)274-2354 

(318)  352-2888 

Louisiana  Tech  University 

Southeastern  University 

Wesley  Foundation 

Wesley  Foundation 

Rev.  Carolyn  Brannon 

Rev.  Gene  Finnell 

Tech  Station,  Box  3005 

903  W.  Colorado 

Ruston.  LA  71272 

Hammond,  LA  70401 

(318)255-3112 

(504)  345-6175 

Louisiana  State  University 

Southern  University 

Baton  Rouge 

Wesley  Foundation 

Uniting  Campus  Ministry 

Rev.  Mary  Sloan  Baugh 

Rev.  Randy  Nichols 

P.O.Box  11458 

333  E.  Chimes  Street 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  708 1 3 

Baton  Rouge.  LA  70802 

(504)  778-0076 

(504)  344-7695 

McNeese  State  University 

University  of  Southwestern 

Wesley  Foundation 

Louisiana 

Rev.  Wayne  Taylor 

Wesley  United  Campus  Ministry 

501  E.  Sale 

Rev.  Don  Ross 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 

238  General  Gardner 

(318)477-2191 

Lafayette,  LA  70501 

(318)235-6073 

Northeast  University 

Wesley  Foundation 

Tulane  University 

Rev.  Jim  Wilson 

United  Methodist  Center 

1 12  Delano  Dr. 

Rev.  John  Higginbotham 

Monroe,  LA  71203 

7102  Freret 

(318)  343-2944 

New  Orleans,  LA  70 1 1 8 

(504) 866-8681 

University  of  New  Orleans 

Southern  University  of  Law 

Orleans  and  Delgado  Jr.  College 

Wesley  Campus  Ministry 

Rev.  Melissa  Draper 

4128  Franklin  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70122 
(504)288-7880 

And  With  These  United  Methodist  Related  Colleges: 

Centenary  College 

Dillard  University 

Rev.  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  Chaplain 

Dr.  Isaac  Bivins,  Chaplain 

P.O.  Box  41 188 

2601  Gentilly  Blvd. 

Shreveport,  LA  7 1 1 34 

New  Orleans,  LA  70122 

(318)869-5281 

(504)283-8822 

Campus  Ministries  in  Louisiana  offers  Worship.. 
Retreats..Work  Trips..Clown  Ministries 


About  Campus  Ministries  . . . 


“Wesley  Foundation  strengthened  and  supported  my  Christian  faith  during 
my  college  days.  Workcamps  in  Iowa,  retreats,  and  vespers  helped  me  in  my 
understanding  and  practice  of  Christian  ministry.  ” 

James  M.  Poole, 

Ruston  District  Superintendent 

“LSU’s  Wesley  Foundation  was  my  ‘home  away  from  home.'  I  knew 
that  if  I  went  to  Heaven  or  Hell,  God  was  there.  But,  it  was  so  good  to 
know  God  through  caring  ministries  during  my  vulnerable,  learning,  grow¬ 
ing  years  on  campus.” 

Warren  Blakeman, 

North  Shore  District  Superintendent 

“Many  of  us  are  mistaken  in  that  we  still  think  of  campus  ministry  as  a 
Sunday  School  for  college  students.  Campus  Ministry,  like  any  ministry, 
involves  persons  in  relationships.  Although  my  campus  minister  of  twenty 
years  ago  is  my  friend,  he  is  my  pastor  at  times,  today.  It  is  very  comfort¬ 
ing  to  know  that  these  dedicated  pastors  are  available  when  we  need  them 
because  we  have  made  a  substantial  commitment  to  be  in  ministry  on  the 
University  campus.” 

Charles  L.  Floyd  Jr. 

Pastor,  David  Haas  Memorial  UMC, 
Evergreen  UMC,  White’s  Chapel  UMC, 
Bunkie 

"I  arrived  at  the  LSU  Wesley  Foundation  as  a  sixteen  year  old  adoles¬ 
cent,  academically  very  competent,  but  otherwise  insecure  and  uncertain. 
Under  the  guidance  of  mature  and  sympathetic  Foundation  directors  — 
especially  William  E.  Trice  and  Clifford  Zirkel  —  and  with  the  rich  fellow¬ 
ship  of  other  Methodist  student  members,  I  continued  the  process  towards 
adulthood,  developing  personal,  spiritual,  and  leadership  capabilities,  and 
in  that  context  making  a  firm  decision  for  Christian  ministry.  No  other  in¬ 
stitution  or  set  of  relationships  can  match  the  importance  to  me  of  the 
LSU  Wesley  Foundation  during  those  formative  and  developmental  years. 
I  look  back  upon  the  little  Wesley  Foundation  building  as  a  second  home, 
and  the  friends  and  directors  of  that  time  as  a  second  family.” 

Theodore  R.  Weber 
Professor  of  Social  Ethics, 
Emory  University 

"One  of  the  things  I  appreciate  much  more  now  than  when  going  to 
TUCM  (The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  LSU)  is  the  relationship  we  had 
with  the  Presbyterian  and  United  Methodist  congregations  located  on  the 
campus.  In  worshiping  and  working  together  the  three  groups  kept  each 
other  honest,  creative,  and  focused  on  particular  ministries  of  service.  It 
was  a  great  party,  this  relationship,  and  an  opportunity  for  me  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  even  deeper  celebration  that  is  God  with  all  God’s  people.” 

Randy  Scrivener 


UM  Student  Loan 

The  United  Methodist  Student  Loan  is  available  to  students  at  state  uni¬ 
versities,  as  well  as  Methodist  supported  schools.  Scholarships  are  avail¬ 
able  through  Nashville. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  the  loan  or  scholarships, 
contact  the  campus  ministry  at  the  desired  school  for  applications  and  as¬ 
sistance.  Undergraduates  may  borrow  $900  for  a  calendar  year.  Larger 
amounts  are  available  for  graduate  students. 

Many  Louisiana  United  Methodists  have  taken  advantage  of  this  low  in¬ 
terest  loan  which  is  financed  by  United  Methodist  Student  Day  Offering. 
This  year  the  special  day  will  be  celebrated  November  26.  United  Method¬ 
ists  are  asked  to  give  generously  to  this  offering. 


“I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  for 
three  years.  My  Christian  values  have  been  challenged  and  my  Christian 
walk  has  become  stronger  through  the  people  and  programs  at  Wesley. 
Wesley  is  a  very  important  part  of  my  college  life.  And,  I  know  that  if  I 
have  had  a  hard  day  I  can  go  to  Wesley  and  people  care  about  me  there. 
Wesley  Foundation  has  made  a  difference  in  my  life.” 

Catherine  Nelson 

Louisiana  Tech  Wesley  President 

1989-90 

“The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Northeast  Louisiana  University  challenged 
me  to  apply  the  gospel  to  every  aspect  of  living,  and  yes,  to  even  ‘love  the 
Lord  your  God  with  all  your  mind.’  There  I  came  to  see  the  Christian  faith 
as  more  than  a  set  of  beliefs,  but  a  way  of  life.  The  community  of  faith  at 
Wesley  helped  me  to  hear  God’s  call  to  the  ordained  ministry.  I  discovered 
that  sharing  the  gospel  is  not  a  burden,  but  a  source  of  joy.  I  thank  God  for 
the  Wesley  Foundation  and  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  which  sup¬ 
ports  it.” 

A.  Wayne  Evans, 

Pastor,  Mansfield  UMC, 
Grand  Cane  UMC 

hI  did  not  grow  up  in  the  church  and  I  only  became  active  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  in  late  high  school  and  in  college.  My  Wesley  Foundation  experi¬ 
ence  at  NLU  (Northeast  Louisiana  University)  played  a  large  part  in 
influencing  me  to  go  into  the  ministry.  I  thank  God  for  the  relationships 
and  the  values  of  the  Christian  faith  that  I  received  while  I  was  part  of  the 
NLU  Campus  Ministry  program.” 

Rev.  Larry  Miller 
Pastor,  Grace  UMC, 
Ruston 

“Campus  Ministry  has  been  a  very  important  force  in  my  life.  During 
my  years  in  college  (NLU),  I  was  involved  in  the  ministry  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  which  focused  on  bringing  the  Word  of  God  to  students,  facul¬ 
ty,  and  area  churches.  The  Wesley  Foundation  was  a  place  to  worship, 
play,  study,  learn  and  share  with  one  another.  It  was  my  “retreat."  I  could 
escape  the  rigors  of  school  and  still  be  involved  in  Christian  activities. 
Even  as  I  served  as  a  Student-Pastor,  Wesley  was  my  church.  It  supported, 
nurtured,  encouraged  and  revitalized  me  in  and  for  the  ministry.  The  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation,  therefore,  gave  to  me  a  new  awareness  of  the  presence  of 
God  on  the  college  campus  and  in  the  life  of  the  community.  It  was  (and  is) 
the  church  on  campus!” 

Rev.  Steven  D.  Bearden 
Pastor,  Summer  Grove  UMC, 
Shreveport 

“Our  daughter,  Kim  Fairley,  was  able  to  complete  four  years  of  higher 
education,  obtain  her  degree  and  is  now  teaching  the  second  grade  at 
Boone  Elementary  School  in  Houston,  Texas.  She  wouldn’t  have  been  able 
to  do  this  without  loans  from  the  United  Methodist  Loan  Fund.  She  is  pay¬ 
ing  her  loan  back  on  a  regular  basis  to  make  funds  available  to  someone 
else  who  might  be  in  need  of  this  assistance.” 

Vernon  Fairley, 
Pastor,  First  UMC, 
Franklin 

“The  campus  ministry  during  my  four  years  in  college  was  a  vital  part  of 
my  life,  and  the  most  important  aspect  of  my  social  life.  I  spent  two  years 
at  USL  and  two  at  LSU,  and  I  have  fond  memories  of  experiences  and 
friends  that  I  will  always  cherish:  of  parties;  of  outings;  of  deep  discussions  — 
all  an  important  part  to  my  growth  as  a  Christian.” 

Franklin  P.  Poole, 

Min.  of  Music, 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 


The  Uniting  Campus  Ministries  in  Louisiana 
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'The  Prisoners' 


Editor’s  Note:  For  the  next  several  issues  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
various  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  that  is  usually  re¬ 
served  for  the  bishop. 

In  the  Gallery  of  the  Accademie  in  Florence,  there  is  a  piece  of  sculp¬ 
ture  which  Michelangelo  chose  to  call  “The  Prisoners.”  It  is  a  piece  of 
work  that  is  not  complete.  The  powerful,  unfinished  block  of  stone  reveals 
only  the  evidence  of  the  partial  shape  of  men  who  give  the  appearance  of 
struggling  to  be  free,  struggling  to  take  on  the  shape  the  artist  intended. 

It  makes  one  think  of  mankind  and  the  constant  struggle  to  respond 
to  and  be  obedient  to  the  claims  of  the  Christian  Gospel  on  one’s  life.  It 
makes  one  think  of  a  person's  struggles  for  identity,  the  search  for  the 
answer  to  that  haunting  question,  “Who  am  I?”  It  speaks  to  our  own 
imprisonment,  and  of  our  inability  to  free  ourselves. 

It  seems  that  we  never  arrive,  but  that  we  are  always  becoming,  al¬ 
ways  unfulfilled,  always  incomplete.  Yet,  in  divine  restlessness  we  struggle 
on  toward  the  mark  of  the  high  calling  of  God  for  us  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Then  the  Great  Artist  takes  in  hand  the  chisel  of  God’s  Grace, 
shaped  like  a  Cross,  and  with  love  and  mercy  sets  us  free.  He  sets  us 
free  to  be,  and  free  to  become. 

Pity  not  those  who  struggle  in  their  faith,  always  struggling  to  be¬ 
come.  Pity  only  those  who  have  settled  for  just  what  they  are. 

Kirby  A.  Vining 

Acadiana  District  Superintendent 


Judith  A.  Davidson 


David  R.  Davidson 


Church  Name . 


Name 


Address  _ 

Member  of  La.  Fellowship _ Yes _ t 

Saturday  Registration  Fee  $25.00  each  $_ 
(includes  lunch) 

Friday  —  Adult  Choral  Packet  $  1 0.00  $_ 
TOTAL  ENCLOSED: 

Number  registering  for  Bell  Workshop  _ 


Phone  - 


Number  registering  for  Children’s  Workshop _ 

Accommodations  available  at  The  Holiday  Inn,  Ruston  —  Phone 
(318)255-5901, 

Kings  Inn  —  (318)  251-0000,  Comfort  Inn  —  251-2360. 
REGISTRATION  FORM  (please  return  by  September  6) 

To:  Micky  Cloud,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  1000  Wood¬ 
ward  Avenue,  Ruston,  LA  7 1 270  —  or  phone  (3 1 8)  255-79 1 1 


Christian  Education  Sunday  August  27 


August  27,  1989  has  been  designated 
as  Christian  Education  Sunday  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  This 
is  traditionally  the  “kick-off”  of 
the  new  Sunday  School  year  for 
many  churches.  The  date  coincides 
with  Promotion  Sunday  for  many 
churches  and  with  the  beginning  of 
the  new  school  year.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Discipleship  suggests 
three  ways  for  local  churches  in  the 
Conference  to  observe  this  day. 

First,  local  churches  can  hold  a 
Service  of  Dedication  during  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  service 
for  those  who  work  in  education. 


Teaching  or  working  in  the  educa¬ 
tion  program  of  the  church  is  an  im¬ 
portant  task.  It  cannot,  however,  be 
done  entirely  by  human  standards. 
If  teaching  is  to  be  successful  in  the 
church,  we  must  dedicate  ourselves 
io  God,  asking  his  guidance  and 
blessings  upon  the  task. 

In  May,  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  sent  a  packet  of  re¬ 
sources  to  each  local  church.  In- 
Eluded  in  this  package  was  a  litany 
for  a  Service  of  Dedication,  as  well 
as  a  suggested  Call  to  Worship, 
scripture  readings  and  hymns  for 
this  special  day. 


Secondly,  this  would  be  a  good  supported  by  this  offering. 


September  15-16 

Trinity  UMC  to  Hold  Workshop 

A  fall  workshop  for  Directors  of  Handbell  and  Children’s  Choirs  is 
scheduled  for  September  15-16  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston.  Sponsored  by  Trinity  and  the  Louisiana  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  the  Other  Arts,  the  workshop  includes 
guest  clinicians  Judy  and  David  Davidson. 

Judith  A.  Davidson,  a  specialist  in  Early  Childhood  Music,  is  the  Music 
Resource  Teacher  at  the  Highland  Park  Presbyterian  Day  School  located 
in  Dallas,  Texas.  There,  she  teaches  music  classes  for  three  year  olds 
through  first  grade.  As  a  member  of  the  church  music  staff,  she  directs  the 
Cherub  Choir  (five  and  six  year  olds)  and  the  Carol  I  choir  of  first  graders. 

David  R.  Davidson,  a  native  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  is  the  Director  of  Mu¬ 
sic  at  Highland  Park,  where  he  administrates  a  program  of  seven  staff 
members  and  a  total  of  1 5  choirs  of  which  he  conducts  the  1 50  voice  Chan¬ 
cel  Choir,  the  auditioned  Chamber  Chorale,  The  Elliott  Handbell  Ensem¬ 
ble,  and  the  high  school  choir,  the  Lord’s  Company.  He  is  well  known  as  a  cho¬ 
ral  and  handbell  clinician  in  church  music  throughout  the  United  States. 
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AUGUST  27,  1989 
“This  is  Our  Song” 


Mount  Sequoyah  Park 


.  .  .  tflv  8SIDE  EVERy  UlEIGHT  HOD  510 
WHICH  Clines  50  CILlSEly  .  HEB.  12.1 
FEAR  ROT.  FOR  I  801  WITH  70U.BE  nOT  DISfOPVED 
FOR  I  801  yOUR  GOD  ...  ISftIRH  41  10 

....  co  our  in  joy.  ono  Bt  Lto  ftirth  in  pebce 
.the  mountmns  rod  the.  hills  before  you  ' 
gf,JH8u  brebk  forth  inTo  s'ncinc  .  isairh  55.12 
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time  to  promote  the  educational 
program  of  each  church  in  the  Con¬ 
ference.  Some  questions  asked  are: 
Are  there  persons  in  your  congrega¬ 
tion  who  are  not  involved  in  a  Sun¬ 
day  School  Class?  Are  there  persons 
who  have  been  absent  for  a  pro¬ 
longed  period  of  time?  Christian 
Education  Sunday  is  considered  a 
great  time  to  contact  these  persons 
and  inform  them  about  the  educa¬ 
tional  opportunities  available  to 
them  in  their  church. 

Some  possibilities  would  be  a 
“phone  night”  to  call  inactives, 
publicizing  the  classes  available  for 
each  age  —  including  opportunities 
other  than  Sunday  morning;  having 
a  special  celebration  of  the  Sunday 
School  or  a  traditional  Sunday 
School  picnic.  Your  church  may 
have  its  own  traditions.  How  about 
sharing  the  information  about  your 
Sunday  School  with  the  communi¬ 
ty? 

Finally,  each  church  is  asked  to 
take  a  special  offering  on  Christian 
Education  Sunday.  Money  collected 
will  be  used  for  teacher  training 
events  within  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  A  majority  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence’s  education  program  is 


Several  programs  within  the  next 
year  will  be  helped  by  the  offering 
from  local  churches  on  August  27. 
In  September  and  October  of  this 
year,  the  “Caravan  for  Learning” 
will  travel  to  each  district  for  a 
three  day  saturation  of  training 
events  for  local  teachers.  This  has 
been  made  possible,  in  part,  by  the 
Christian  Education  Sunday  offer¬ 
ing.  Workshops  will  be  held  in  four 
or  five  locations  in  each  district. 
(More  on  the  “Caravan  of  Learn¬ 
ing”  will  appear  in  next  week’s 
LUM). 

In  the  spring  of  1990,  the  Confer¬ 
ence  will  again  sponsor  “Sunday 
School  Fairs."  These  are  major,  one 
day  events  for  all  education  work¬ 
ers.  These  “Fairs”  could  not  exist 
without  the  subsidy  from  the  offer¬ 
ing. 

On  an  “on-going”  basis,  Lab 
Schools  are  being  planned  in  the 
near  future  for  Shreveport  and  New 
Orleans.  If  further  information  is 
required  regarding  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Sunday  or  the  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  offering,  contact  Larry  Lewis, 
Director  of  Education  Ministries, 
527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802,  (504)  346-1646. 


-Around  the  Conference 


Marker  Unveiled  at  Mt.  Sequoyah 

A  granite  marker  with  engraved  words  of  scripture  has  been  placed  near 
the  cross  in  Mount  Sequoyah  Park  on  top  of  Mount  Sequoyah,  located  in 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  An  Ottawa,  Kansas  group  was  present  for  the  unveiling 
ceremony  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Don  Waddell.  The  47  Kansans  were  on  hand  for  an 
event  at  the  Mount  Sequoyan  United  Methodist  Conference  and  Retreat  Center. 

According  to  Waddell,  administrator,  the  stone  was  a  dream  come  true 
for  Mrs.  Waddell.  “Ever  since  we  arrived  five  seasons  ago,  she  has  wanted 
to  communicate  with  the  two  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  people  who  stop 
each  day  at  our  little  park  to  view  the  city  below,”  said  Waddell.  The  Wad¬ 
dells  reside  across  the  road  inside  the  retreat  center. 

It  is  from  their  home  that  they  observe  families  of  Fayetteville  residents, 
as  well  as  tourists,  noticing  the  beautiful  scenery. 

The  opportunity  to  place  the  marker  was  given  to  Mrs.  Waddell  by 
friends  who  sent  a  donation  to  purchase  it  in  memory  of  their  son.  Mrs. 
Waddell  requested  that  the  marker  contain  words  of  challenge,  followed  by 
words  of  encouragement,  and  finally,  a  statement  of  joy  and  faith. 

Mount  Sequoyah  is  in  its  67th  year  as  a  retreat  center  at  Fayetteville.  In 
addition  to  the  main  campus  of  30  acres  and  70  newl^  opened  wilderness 
acres,  is  Mount  Sequoyah  Park. 


SENIOR  HIGH  CAMPERS  —  Pictured  are  those  who  attended  the 
1989  Senior  High  Camp  held  July  14-16  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Cen¬ 
ter.  Camp  director  was  Chuck  Hansen.  Campers  included:  Paul  Fu- 
gatt,  joanne  Jordan,  Ginny  Bowdon,  Lori  Mallett,  and  John  Lannerd. 
Counselors  were:  Jeanine  Hirst,  Mike  Granger,  Becky  Rollins,  and 
Allison  Johnson.  Not  pictured  is  “Pop"  Vincent. 


BIBLE  SCHOOL  HELD  —  Roberts  UMC  in  Denham  Springs  held  its 
Vacation  Bible  School  June  1.  The  theme  was  "The  Bible:  The  Book 
of  God's  People."  The  school  included  children  from  around  the 
community.  Rev.  Wilbur  Davis,  pastor  said,  "Our  lives  are  kept  on 
course  through  the  direction  given  in  the  Bible."  The  classes  includ¬ 
ed  children,  ages  three  to  four,  to  youth. 


Meeting  Announced 

Fellowship  of  Local  Pastors  and  Associate  Members  will  meet  Sat¬ 
urday,  August  26,  1989  at  10  a.m.  at  Trinity  UMC  in  Alexandria  in 
Room  50-50  Class.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  look  over  the 
constitution  and  bylaws.  For  further  information,  contact  Rev.  Dar¬ 
ryl  Tate  at  (318)  738-5519. 


I - 

The  Building  Committee  of 
Walker  UMC  has  been  faithfully 
meeting  to  determine  what  it  would 
take  to  build  a  facility  that  would 
meet  the  present  and  future  needs, 
as  determined  by  the  Study  Com¬ 
mittee.  It  is  clear  that  an  education¬ 
al  building  is  desperately  needed. 
The  committee  is  presently  inter¬ 
viewing  architects  who  will  develop 
a  Master  Plan  for  the  church  which 
will  include  all  present  and  future 
buildings  on  the  available  property. 
Rev.  Mark  R.  Martin  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Woodlawn  UMC  in  West  Monroe 
will  conduct  its  25th  Anniversary 


■Persons  —  Churches  —  Events- 


Homecoming  Service  on  Sunday, 
August  20  during  its  11  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service.  A  lunch  will  follow. 
The  church  held  a  revival  service 
August  16  and  17,  continuing  on 
the  18,  presented  by  past  pastors. 
Rev.  Craig  Spiller  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Recently,  a  poup  of  St.  Luke’s 
adults  and  senior  high  youth  from 
Shreveport  went  to  San  Marcos, 
Texas  to  work  on  a  project  to 
weatherize  homes.  It  has  been  the 
custom  for  a  good  many  years  for 
this  church  to  send  individuals  and 
groups  to  participate  in  hands-on 
mission  work.  Rev.  Donald  Mc¬ 


Dowell  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

Congregational  Care  is  beginning 
plans  for  the  hospital  ministry  pro¬ 
gram.  This  will  lead  off  with  a  train¬ 
ing  program  for  people  who  wish  to 
become  a  part  of  the  hospital  minis¬ 
try.  St.  John’s  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 
is  sponsoring  a  training  workshop 
in  conjunction  with  Our  Lady  of  the 
Lake  Regional  Medical  Center,  also 
located  in  Baton  Rouge.  This  will 
be  held  on  five  consecutive  Tuesday 
nights  beginning  on  September  19. 
Dr.  H.  A.  Harrington  Jr.  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 


DeQuincy  UMC  will  hold  their  An¬ 
nual  Bazaar  and  Bake  Sale  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  November  4.  The  bazaar  will 
include  crafts,  baked  goods  and  a 
noon  meal.  They  now  invite  ladies 
within  the  congregation  to  begin 
making  crafts,  needle  and  hand¬ 
works,  as  well  as  other  items  to  be 
sold  at  the  bazaar.  Rev.  Tom  O. 
Crosby  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore 
UMC  in  Mandeville  sends  a  big 
“thank  you”  to  the  Boy  Scouts  and 
others  in  the  area  for  the  improve¬ 
ments  being  made  in  the  church’s 
two  paved  parking  lots.  Stripes  have 


been  painted  to  indicate  the  parking 
spaces.  One  space  just  north  of  the 
building  and  one  space  nearest  the 
sanctuary  have  been  painted  to  re¬ 
serve  them  for  persons  with  handi¬ 
capped  conditions.  Signs  will  be 
erected  in  the  near  future.  Security 
lighting  has  been  added  to  both  lots. 
*  *  * 

Louisiana  Memorial  UMC  in  Op¬ 
elousas  recently  concluded  its 
Methodism  Study.  During  the  six- 
week  study  those  attending  learned 
about  the  Methodist  heritage,  basic 
United  Methodist  beliefs  stemming 
from  the  Wesleyan  heritage,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  learning  about  how  the 
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Church  is  governed.  A  special 
thanks  goes  to  all  who  assisted  with 
the  study.  It  was  a  great  success. 
Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr.  is  pastor. 


First  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  ex¬ 
presses  its  appreciation  to  the  won¬ 
derful  support  that  made  its  recent 
spaghetti  dinner  and  auction  a  com¬ 
plete  success.  Approximately 
$6,600  was  made  following  ex¬ 
penses.  A  special  thank  you  goes  to 
all  who  donated  items  for  the  din¬ 
ner  as  well  as  the  auction.  Rev. 
Grayson  B.  Watson  is  pastor. 
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Editorial 


Here  I  Stand 


'New  Age'  movement:  just  an  age-old  heresy 


DOONESBURY 

YOU  KNOW,  B.a. 

TVE  BEEN  THINK¬ 
ING  A  LOT  ABOUT 
MY  FAST  LIVES 
LATELY- 
I 


TVE  BEEN  SO  MANY  THINGS— 
A  MIDDLE  KINGDOM  MIP-IMFE, 
A  BABYLONIAN  ASTRONOMER, 
A  HOLY  HONAN  EMPRESS, 

A  LEPER  IN  FHN-PE  -S/ECLE 
MARRAKESH,.. 

\,  ~ 


LASTNI6HT,  I  MAS  TRYING  TO 
FIGURE  OUT  WHAT  THEY  HAP  IN 
COMMON,  UHATCONNEOEPTIfM 
TO  THE  DIVINE  SPARK  OP  MY  HIGH¬ 
ER  SELF.  SUDDENLY,  IT  HIT  ME... 


EACHOFTTeM  THAHsoNE 
ALWAYS  TRIED  fLuacT 
TO  LOOK  HER 
BEST!  /*' 


DOONESBURY  •  084  C.B.  Tnideiu.  Reprinted  with  permission  of  Universe!  Press  Syndicate.  All  rights  reserved. 

Signs  of  'New  Age'  teachings  can  be  found  throughout  contemporary  culture,  including  this  cartoon 
parody.  The  New  Age  movement  offers  a  shallow  but  enticing  alternative  for  many  people  to  orthodox 
Christianity. 


Should  Christians  be  concerned 
about  the  spread  of  "New  Age" 
teachings? 

Yes,  if  we  take  seriously  both  a 
religion  scholar's  analysis  of  the 
New  Age  movement  and  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  early  Christians. 

Typical  New  Age  teachings  in¬ 
clude  belief  in  reincarnation,  meth¬ 
ods  such  as  those  promoted  by 
actress  Shirley  MacLaine  for  experi¬ 
encing  "the  higher  self,”  and  music 
and  literature  proclaiming  a  "don’t 
worry,  be  happy”  outlook. 

According  to  Dr.  Erling  Jorstad,  a 
history  professor  at  St.  Olaf  College 
in  Northfield.  Minn.,  people  are  at¬ 
tracted  to  such  teachings  because: 

A  They  think  the  church  is  “too 
caught  up”  with  internal  conflicts. 

A  They  think  the  church  deals  too 
little  with  people’s  spiritual  needs. 

A  They  like  New  Age  teaching  that 
mentions  “no  sin,  no  evil  and  no  sac¬ 
rifice  and  is  totally  individualistic.” 

Dr.  Jorstad’s  assessment  is  persua¬ 
sive:  The  New  Age  movement  offers 
people  a  shallow  but  enticing  alter¬ 
native  to  the  Christian  faith. 

New  Age  teaching  is  hardly 
“new."  however.  It  closely  parallels 
the  ancient  Christian  heresy  called 
gnosticism  (“secret  knowledge”). 

Recent  findings  about  gnostic 
teachings  reveal  an  anti-institution¬ 
al,  inward-looking  focus  that’s  very 
similar  to  New  Age  emphases. 


For  example,  both  gnosticism  and 
New  Agers  regard  one’s  personal  ex¬ 
perience  as  the  ultimate  test  of  truth. 

Much  like  today’s  New  Agers,  ear¬ 
ly  gnostics  rejected  the  “narrow 
way"  teachings  of  the  biblical  Jesus. 
Instead,  they  taught  their  own 
“don’t  worry,  be  happy”  theology  to 
people  as  tempted  as  we  are  to  look 
for  spiritual  quick  fixes. 

Dare  we  talk  about  “heresy”  in  the 
latter  years  of  the  20th  century?  Not  to 
do  so  poses  a  grave  threat  to  our  faith. 

A  heresy  is  not  devoid  of  truth. 
Rather  a  heresy  elevates  some  par¬ 
tial  truth  to  the  status  of  ultimate 
truth  while  disregarding  other  equal¬ 


ly  important  facets  of  the  truth. 

One  partial  truth  of  New  Age 
teaching  is  that  one’s  inner  life  is  a 
source  of  spiritual  insight.  Prayer, 
meditation  and  one’s  personal  inspi¬ 
rations  are  looked  upon  as  the  pri¬ 
mary  ways  of  knowing  God’s  will. 

There  is  truth  in  that  belief.  But 
it’s  also  true  that  our  insights  need 
to  be  tested  against  those  of  other 
Christians.  A  supportive  communi¬ 
ty  of  faith  offers  a  far  more  reliable 
path  to  God’s  will  than  individual¬ 
istic  reliance  on  “the  higher  self.” 

And,  contrary  to  New  Age  teach¬ 
ings,  it  is  far  better  to  recognize  and 
confess  our  sinfulness  than  to  deny 


its  reality.  “Don’t  worry,  be  happy” 
is  not  a  bad  motto.  But  what  enables 
Christians  to  put  aside  our  worries  is 
the  knowledge  that  God  loves  us  in 
spite  of  our  many  imperfections. 

The  church  today  needs  no  "here¬ 
tic  hunts.”  However,  we  should  be 
willing  and  able  to  expose  heresies 
such  as  “New  Age  Christianity”  in 
light  of  mature  Christian  teaching. 

Here’s  a  good  exercise:  Identify 
some  New  Age  influences  in  contem¬ 
porary  music,  TV,  and  even  comic 
strips  (such  as  occasional  “Doones- 
bury”  parodies)  and  compare  their 
“message"  to  God’s  enduring  wisdom 
revealed  through  the  Scriptures. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Listening  to  laity  is  the  key  to  revitalization 


I  wanted  to  stand  up  and  cheer 
when  1  read  Lonnie  Brooks’  Aug.  4 
article  headlined,  “Let’s  shift  power 
to  congregations.” 

Local  churches  are  rich  with  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  a  multitude  of  skills 
and  abilities,  but  the  structure  has 
become  so  burdensome  that  most 
laypeople  have  given  up  on  trying 
to  influence  it. 

The  Holy  Spirit  speaks'  to  and 
works  through  the  laity  as  well  as 
the  clergy.  A  vast  resource  of  exper¬ 
tise,  inspiration  and  energy  is  being 
ignored  and  stifled  because  the 
church  has  become  top-heavy  and 
tradition-bound. 

This  vast  resource  is  not  energy 
to  be  harnessed  and  “used”  but  a 
source  of  ideas  and  leadership. 

If  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  willing  to  listen  to  the  people  in 
the  pews,  it  can  be  revitalized  and 
renewed. 

Eleanor  Richards 
Sturgis,  South  Dakota 

They  did  the  right  thing 

This  is  in  reply  to  Rebecca  Ruth 
Richards’  Aug.  4  remarks  shaming 
the  Choristers  Guild  for  withdraw¬ 
ing  its  support  from  the  convoca¬ 
tion  where  a  70-member  gay  men’s 
chorus  was  participating. 

I  believe  they  did  the  right  thing 
to  show  they  didn’t  approve  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality. 

In  reply  to  the  Rev.  William 
Sloane  Coffin,  who  was  castigating 
people  for  not  doing  what  he 
thought  they  should  for  AIDS  pa¬ 


tients  and  for  calling  homosexuality 
a  natural  variation  of  God’s  plural¬ 
istic  creation  (see  UMR,  July  28): 

He  is  way  off  base  from  the  Holy 
Scriptures  when  he  makes  such 
statements. 

If  he  will  just  read  Romans  1:24- 
28,  he  will  see  that  God  didn’t  cre¬ 
ate  people  to  be  homosexual. 

I  hope  people  who  call  themselves 
United  Methodist  will  study  the  Bi¬ 
ble  on  this  topic,  and  I  hope  the 
General  Conference  will  continue 
to  hold  that  it  is  not  a  lifestyle  con¬ 
doned  by  the  church. 

Frances  Elliott 
Dover,  Tennessee 

Must  president  say  'no'? 

William  H.  Willimon  states,  “We 
need  to  be  helping  people  learn  how 
to  say  ‘no’  to  sin”  (see  UMR,  July  7). 

He  also  says — in  contradiction  to 
his  own  edict— that  “We  don't  need 
to  be  giving  suggestions  to  the  presi¬ 
dent." 

Does  he  mean  that  the  president  is 
not  one  of  the  people?  Or  does  he 
mean  the  president  has  no  need  to 
learn  how  to  say  “no”  to  sin? 

I  would  really  like  to  know! 

Richard  K.  Heacock  Jr. 

Fairbanks,  Alaska 

Why  trumpet  bad  news? 

I  want  to  comment  on  Denise 
Stovall's  Aug.  4  article  headlined, 
“Pool  denies  access  to  3  black  UM 
youths.” 

Here  is  a  case  where  the  headline 
trumpets  the  bad  news  instead  of 


What  others  are  saying 


“The  moral  power  and  authority 
of  an  informed  and  reflective  mind 
should  never  be  underestimated.  The 
Christian  who  thoughtfully  attempts 
to  relate  theology  to  life,  ethics  to 
day-to-day  existence,  will  generate  re¬ 
spect  from  unexpected  quarters.” 

— The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer,  pres¬ 
ident,  The  IlifT  School  of  Theology 

“She  [the  daughter  of  a  Soviet 
military  officer]  was  very  eager  to 
be  friends.  ‘I  want  to  be  your 
friend,’  she  told  me.  T  want  our  na¬ 
tions  to  be  friends  the  same  as  we 


are  friends.  We  don’t  want  to  go  to 
war.’  That’s  the  story  I  want  to  tell. 
The  Soviet  people  are  like  us.  They 
want  peace,  and  if  we  work  togeth¬ 
er,  we  will  never  go  to  war.” 

— Jennifer  Moody,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  from  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
after  returning  from  a  church-spon¬ 
sored  tour  of  the  Soviet  Union 

“True  mission  should  always  be 
incamational.  It  necessitates  enter¬ 
ing  humbly  into  other  people’s 
worlds,  identifying  with  their  social 
reality,  their  sorrow  and  suffering. 


making  the  point — which  the  arti¬ 
cle  clarifies — that  the  action  of  the 
full  group  of  United  Methodist 
youths  encouraged  enough  public 
.pressure  that  the  national  Jaycees 
and  ultimately  the  Saluda  Jaycees 
“opened  their  facility  to  all  people.” 

Does  it  make  an  article  more 
newsworthy  to  headline  the  prob¬ 
lems  rather  than  indicate  actions 
that  confront  the  problems  and  (in 
this  case)  somewhat  quickly  and 
successfully? 

How  about  a  headline  like,  “UM 
youths  stir  change  in  racial  pool 
policy”? 

Richard  Kendall 
Escondido,  California 

Bible  feature  commended 

I  like  “Know  Your  Bible.”  I  like 
to  see  if  I  know  where  to  find  the 
verses,  and  if  not,  I  try  to  find  them. 
I  hope  people  will  read  their  Bibles 
more.  The  Bible  is  the  best  book 
ever  written. 

Harriet  Scofield 
Hadley,  Pennsylvania 

NCC  got  a  bad  deal 

I’m  a  little  late  reading  the  July  7 
article  regarding  the  resignation  of 
the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer  from  the  of¬ 
fice  of  chief  executive  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

While  reporting  that  he  will  be 
paid  his  salary  through  1991,  why 
didn’t  you  report  the  amount  of 
that  salary? 

1  hope  that  the  NCC  governing 
board  would  never  again  enter  into 


and  their  struggles  for  justice  against 
oppressive  powers.  This  cannot  be 
done  without  personal  sacrifice.” 

— From  the  “Manila  Manifesto,” 
Lausanne  II  Congress,  Manila, 
Philippines 

“A  philosophy  of  church  growth 
that  focuses  on  picking  the  plums  in 
the  suburbs  while  neglecting  the 
poor  is  an  approach  that  lacks  the 
mind  of  Christ.” 

— The  Rev.  Georgia  Morris,  director 
of  the  World  Methodist  Evangelism 
Institute 
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a  contract  of  that  sort.  It  seems  to 
me  that  such  an  arrangement  can 
only  be  to  the  personal  advantage  of 
the  officeholder. 

What  board  would  hold  an  un¬ 
willing  employee  to  full  term,  know¬ 
ing  that  the  organization  would 
receive  only  unwilling  service? 

Charles  M.  Walton  Jr. 

Dripping  Springs,  Texas 

You  state  a  strong  bias 

I  quote  from  your  July  21  editorial: 
“Christians  are  in  the  leadership  of 
both  those  who  are  most  bitterly  op¬ 
posed  to  abortion  and  those  who  in¬ 
sist  that  abortion  may  at  times  be 
morally  preferable  to  its  alternatives.” 

That  representation  is  unfair. 
Try:  “Christians  are  in  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  both  those  vehemently  in¬ 
sisting  they  have  a  right  to  abortion 
’on  demand’  and  those  who  are  of¬ 
fended  at  the  thought  of  destruction 
of  human  life  as  simply  another 
form  of  birth  control.” 

That,  too,  may  be  unfair  represen¬ 
tation.  Your  paragraph  states  a 
strong  editorial  bias.  That’s  inappro¬ 
priate  in  an  information  resource  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Merrill  G.  Muller 
Troy,  Texas 


Pontius'  Puddle 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  point  is  this:  He  who  sows 
sparingly  will  also  reap  sparingly, 
and  he  who  sows  bountifully  will 
also  reap  bountifully.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Titus  2:7,8) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  20 

Monday:  Psalms  1 0: 1  -1 1 
Tuesday:  Psalms  10:12-18 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  20:7-13 
Thursday:  Luke  12:49-56 
Friday:  Luke  12:57-59 
Saturday:  Hebrews  12:1-2 
Sunday:  Hebrews  12:12-17 


Who's  most  responsible 
for  pulpit-pew  dialogue? 

By  VIRGINIA ).  GUST  - 


“You  didn’t  listen  to  me!” 

Did  these  words  come  from  a 
frustrated  pastor  after  delivery  of  a 
sermon? 

Of  course  not!  More  than  likely,  a 
statement  like  that  would  originate 
with  a  parent  whose  children  didn’t 
tune  in. 

In  church  things  are  different.  Or 
are  they? 

The  minister  of  a  very  large 
church  in  an  urban  area  was  once 
asked  where  he  thought  the  respon¬ 
sibility  lay  for  good  communication 
of  a  sermon:  with  the  listeners  or 
with  the  minister? 

His  response  was,  “With  the  min¬ 
ister.  Preaching  is  acting,  and  the  ac¬ 
tor  is  responsible  for  the  level  of 
communication  that  takes  place. 
There  are  congregations  that  are  dif¬ 
ficult  to  deal  with;  however,  the  ma¬ 
jor  responsibility  is  that  of  the 
minister  to  make  the  message  under¬ 
standable  and  something  the  congre¬ 
gation  can  relate  to  and  really  hear.” 

The  minister  an  actor?  Maybe. 
The  message  understandable?  Yes, 
indeed.  The  congregation  should  re¬ 
late  to  the  message?  Absolutely! 

But  the  idea  that  the  minister  has 
a  major  responsibility  for  the  level 
of  communication  that  takes  place? 

Wrong! 

Listeners  have  responsibility 

The  major  responsibility  in  a 
speaking/listening  situation  lies 
with  the  listener,  not  the  speaker! 
That’s  a  surprise  for  those  not  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  skill  of  listening.  Sit¬ 
ting  back  in  your  church  pew  and 
leaving  it  all  to  your  pastor  is  not 
taking  your  responsibility. 

Most  people,  and  therefore  most 
parishioners,  think  that  in  a  two- 
way  communication,  the  speaker  al¬ 
ways  has  the  stage,  and,  therefore, 
he’s  responsible  for  everything. 

What,  then,  you  may  ask,  should  I 
do  in  church  to  improve  my  listening? 

Begin  by  comparing’  listening  in 
church  with  listening  in  a  class¬ 
room. 

Although  it’s  true  that  students  in 
a  classroom  are  often  bored  and  fre¬ 
quently  tune  out,  sooner  or  later 
they  are  going  to  be  tested  on  the 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

Virginia  Clist  is  a 
member  of  Christ 
United  Methodist 


Church,  Denver  (Rocky  Mountain  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-' 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  '- 
"Here  /  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 


75266-0275. 


material  presented.  So  unless  they 
are  completely  unmotivated  and 
don’t  care,  they  listen  well  a  good 
share  of  the  time.  -X 

No  such  requirement  exists  in 
church.  No  matter  how  well  the  ser¬ 
mon  was  prepared,  we  don’t  have  to  ■ 
listen.  To  listen  well,  then,  we  need. 
to  be  motivated. 

Let's  get  motivated 

What  motivates  us  to  listen? 
Here’s  a  classic  example.  A  group  of 
people  were  told  that  if  they  attend¬ 
ed  a  certain  seminar,  they  would 
leant  how  to  make  $100,000  in  one 
week.  There  never  were  so  many 
good  listeners  under  one  roof. 

Now  compare  the  minister’s  plea: 
For  life  everlasting,  for  a  long-term 
investment,  try  following  Christ. 

We  must  motivate  ourselves  to 
listen.  Here  are  some  suggestions 
for  being  a  better  listener  in  church: 

■  Enter  the  church  in  a  quiet 
mood.  Use  the  coffee  hour  for  visit¬ 
ing,  but  use  church  time  for  learn¬ 
ing  to  be  receptive.  We  cannot  hear 
God’s  message  if  we  are  noisy.  God 
wants  us  to  listen. 

■  Make  some  comfort  adjust¬ 
ments.  Sit  where  you  can  both  see 
and  hear.  Tune  out  distractions. 

■  Motivate  yourself  to  listen.  Re-  > 
member  the  long-term  investment. 

■  Test  yourself  at  the  end  of  the 
service.  Can  you  name  the  theme  or 
main  idea  of  the  sermon?  Then 
name  supporting  joints  or  ideas  of 
that  theme. 

Try  it — next  Sunday! 


Faithfully  yours — 

rm  grateful  for  spiritual  insights 
in  photographs  of  people,  places 


Perhaps  someday  I’ll  be  able  to 
look  at  my  mother’s  photo  album 
without  getting 
teary  eyed,  but  I 
doubt  it. 

I  think  I  know 
why.  Viewing  pho¬ 
tos  can  be  a  very 
moving  spiritual 
experience.  Photo¬ 
graphs,  like  no 
other  art  medium, 
can  capture  the  spirit  of  the  mo¬ 
ment  and  of  the  person  or  persons 
involved  in  the  moment. 

Consider  my  mother’s  album. 
From  1922  we  see  an  18-year-old 
college  freshman  trying  to  look  ca¬ 
sually  formal  in  the  style  of  the  flap¬ 
per  era.  She  and  friends  pose  almost 
jauntily,  hoping  the  camera  will 
capture  their  “best  side.” 

Soon  one  boyfriend  seems  to  be 
pictured  repeatedly,  others  not  at 
all.  He  became  her  husband  and 
posed  with  her  in  a  golden  moment 
50  years  later. 

Photography  itself  is  celebrating 
an  anniversary  this  year.  It’s  offi¬ 
cially  150  years  since  two  French¬ 
men  produced  the  first  photograph 
in  1839.  By  the  turn  of  the  century, 
photography  was  so  relatively  inex¬ 
pensive  that  it  became  a  form  of 
folk  art. 

That’s  what  my  mother’s  pictures 
are — folk  art.  They  capture  the  es¬ 
sence — the  spirit,  really— of  a  per¬ 
son,  a  group,  a  place,  an  era. 

As  a  journalist.  I’m  expected  to 
know  how  to  use  a  camera,  at  least 
rudimentarily.  My  office  walls  bear 
witness  to  some  of  my  efforts. 

From  one  trip  there  are  black  and 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  thet  church  anniversary  with  a 
commissioned  pen  and  Ink  illustration.  This 
art  can  be  used  in  brochures,  art  prints,  post- 
ers,  etc.  Contact  the  artist.  Tom  Gibson:  Mis¬ 
sion  Communications,  P.O.  Box  222138, 

Dallat,  TX  7S222,  (214)  630*495. 


John  Lovelace 


white  close-up  photographs  of  Chi-  1 
nese  Christians.  They  allowed  me  to 
intrude  my  lens  almost  into  their 
very  faces  in  an  effort  to  capture 
their  likenesses — their  spirit,  if  you 
will — of  quiet  patience  as  members 
of  a  religious  minority  in  a  histori¬ 
cally  areligious  culture. 

On  another  wall  are  color  photo¬ 
graphs  not  of  people  but  of  places 
and  things — some  as  near  as  a  bird 
house  in  my  back  yard,  others  as  far 
away  as  a  beautiful  lake  in  upstate 
New  York.  The  spirit  of  nature  it¬ 
self  is  reflected  back  to  me  in  those 
photos  as  Texas  bluebonnets  wave 
in  the  breeze  and  New  York  waters 
roll  quietly. 

Anthropologists  tell  us  that  mem¬ 
bers  of  some  primitive  tribes  resist 
having  their  pictures  made  because 
they  fear  that  a  part  of  their  spirit 
will  be  captured  and  thereby  taken  . 
from  them. 

In  my  experience,  the  truth  seems 
otherwise.  Photographs  do  indeed 
capture  a  fragment  of  one’s  spirit, 
not  to  take  it  away  but  to  free  it  for 
viewing  and  meditation  by  all  who 
seek  insight  into  the  wonders  of 
God’s  world. 

—IOHNA.  LOVELACE 


Mr.  Lovelace  is  Managing  Editor 
of  the  Reporter. 
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FIRST  DISCIPLE:  The  Rev.  K.  David 
Cole,  a  veteran  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  pastor  with 
"a  deep  resonant  voice,” 
has  been  elected  to  a  two- 
year  term  as  moderator  of 
the  Christian  Church  (Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ).  Regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  preachers 
in  the  1.1-million-member 
denomination,  the  newly 
elected  leader  is  minister  of 
Swope  Parkway  United 
Christian  Church,  a  Kansas  City  congregation 
created  by  a  merger  of  black  and  white  churches 
in  1980.  He’s  the  second  black  to  serve  in  the 
denomination’s  top  post  since  the  church  was 
founded  in  the  early  1800s. 


K.  David  Cole 


SUDAN  FAMINE:  In  more  than  eight 
months,  the  Lutheran  World  Federation  and 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  have  sponsored 
almost  600  aid  flights  to  the  rebel-besieged  city 
of  Juba  in  southern  Sudan.  Those  flights  have 
delivered  10,258  tons  of  foodstuffs.  United 
Methodists  have  contributed  $75,000  to  the 
emergency  airlift  through  the  relief  arm  of  their 
world  mission  board.  Church  members  can  con¬ 
tinue  helping  pay  for  the  relief  effort  by  desig¬ 
nating  offerings  for  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  Advance  No.  184385-0. 
At  present,  the  relief  project  has  funds  to  con¬ 
tinue  flights  until  Aug.  20. 

CRUSADE  CROWD:  More  than 
25,000  people  thronged  onto  the  playing  field  of 
People’s  Stadium  in  Budapest,  Hungary,  July 
29  in  response  to  evangelist  Billy  Graham’s  in¬ 
vitation  to  receive  Christ  as  savior.  The  total 
crowd  was  estimated  at  90,000.  The  service  was 
broadcast  throughout  Hungary  and  other  parts 
of  Eastern  and  Western  Europe. 


HOW  TO  SAY  'NO':  The  Rev 

Frank  Chikane,  head  of  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches,  wants  bankers  and  foreign 
governments  to  say,  “No,”  when  asked  to  re¬ 
schedule  South  Africa’s  foreign  debt  and  not 
give  the  “apartheid  regime”  any  new  loans  or 
credits.  The  tactic  is  part  of  a  non-violent  strate¬ 
gy  by  South  African  churches  to  isolate  the 
white-minority  government  from  the  interna¬ 
tional  community. 

KENYAN  AMNESTY:  The  head  of 
Kenya’s  National  Council  of  Churches  praised 
his  government  for  releasing  four  political  de¬ 
tainees  last  month  and  granting  of  amnesty  to 
exiles.  The  Rev.  Sam  Kobia,  a  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter,  said  Kenyans  should  be  free  to  express  hon¬ 
estly  held  opinions  “so  long  as  those  expressions 
are  constructive  and  responsible,  with  the  aim 
to  build  and  not  to  destroy.” 


DEFIANCE:  A  non-violent  “defiance 
campaign,”  endorsed  by  the  South  African 
I  Council  of  Churches,  is  underway  in  South  Afri- 

!ca  to  resist  racial  segregation  laws.  The  first  act 
took  place  Aug.  2  when  more  than  270  black 
and  Indian  patients  went  to  selected  whites-only 
hospitals.  Organizers  of  the  protests,  calling 
I  themselves  the  Mass  Democratic  Movement, 
1  have  promised  future  protests  at  schools,  buses, 
parks  and  swimming  pools. 


HISTORIC  PRAYER:  Sessions  of  the 

U.S.  Senate  traditionally  begin  with  prayer,  but 
as  the  101st  Congress  began 
its  last  week  of  delibera¬ 
tions  before  summer  recess, 
the  prayer  was  historic.  The 
Senate’s  invocation  was  of¬ 
fered  Aug.  1  by  a  woman — 
the  Rev.  Alta  Groves 
Jewell,  associate  pastor  at 
the  Chevy  Chase  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Chevy  Alta  G.  lewell 
Chase,  Md.  She's  the  first  Protestant  woman 
cleric  to  pray  for  the  Senate  during  the  1980s.  A 
copy  of  her  history-making  prayer  is  to  be  hung 
in  the  anteroom  of  the  Senate  chamber.  Ms. 
Jewell,  a  second-career  minister,  was  ordained 


in  June. 


YOUTHS  SPEAK  OUT:  Wearing 
black  ribbons  in  memory  of  Chinese  students 
killed  earlier  in  the  year  as  they  sought  freedom. 
United  Methodist  youth  from  across  the  United 
States  spoke  their  mind  on  “bullets  and  brutality” 
in  China  and  a  variety  of  other  issues.  The  185 
voting  members  of  the  biennial  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  Convocation,  meeting  July 
31 -Aug.  4  in  Ames,  Iowa,  adopted  a  resolution 
condemning  hate  groups  and  called  for  striking 
current  statements  and  bars  on  homosexuals  from 
the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline.  That’s 
the  collection  of  denominational  laws  (see  related 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 


CHURCH  BOYCOTT:  Backing  from 
the  religious  community,  including  several 
United  Methodist  bodies,  has  played  an  essen¬ 
tial  role  in  building  support  for  a  boycott  of 
General  Electric  Co.  products,  sponsors  of  the 
effort  report.  The  Southern  New  England  and 
New  York  annual  conferences  along  with  the  in¬ 
dependent  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Ac¬ 
tion  have  endorsed  the  boycott.  The  action, 
launched  in  1986,  is  directed  against  GE’s  nu¬ 
clear  arms  contracts.  Bishop  C.  Dale  White 
(New  York  Area)  has  called  the  boycott  “a  way 
to  actively  oppose  the  nuclear  weapons  buildup 
and  to  promote  economic  justice.” 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 


Zimbabwe  may  soon  OK  UM  university 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — United  Methodists  may 
soon  have  official  permission  to  build  a 
university  at  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 

At  an  Aug.  9  news  conference  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  the  Rev.  John  W.Z.  Kurewa,  presi¬ 
dent-elect  of  the  planned  university, 
shared  a  statement  made  the  day  before 
in  the  Zimbabwean  Parliament  by  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Education  Fay  Chung. 

“It  is  government’s  policy  to  allow  pri¬ 
vate  universities  provided  that  they  pro¬ 
vide  the  quality  education  we  want  and 
are  subject  to  safeguards  to  protect  Zim¬ 
babwe’s  interest,”  Ms.  Chung  is  quoted 
as  saying. 

The  statement  was  made  in  response  to 
a  question  asked  by  a  member  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  about  the  proposed  United  Meth¬ 
odist  university. 

Dr.  Kurewa,  a  former  secretary  to  Par¬ 
liament,  said  Ms.  Chung’s  statement  is  a 
clear  signal  that  the  government  is  mov¬ 
ing  toward  approval  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  university. 

He  called  that  an  “answer  to  prayers  of 
many  African  United  Methodists.” 
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Since  Ms.  Chung  has  revealed  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  position.  Dr.  Kurewa  said  he 
expects  approval  by  the  entire  Parlia¬ 
ment  soon. 

A  report  from  a  special  commission, 
appointed  in  March  1988  by  Zimbab¬ 
wean  President  Robert  Mugabe  to  study 
private  education  in  the  southern  African 
country,  could  be  in  the  hands  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  members  in  a  few  weeks.  Dr. 
Kurewa  said. 


That  report,  which  is  now  being  print¬ 
ed.  should  spell  out  recommendations  for 
legislation  allowing  private  universities. 
Dr.  Kurewa  said.  Parliament  must  act  on 
those  proposals  before  construction 
could  start. 

Currently,  Zimbabwe  laws  allow  only 
the  government  to  operate  a  university  in 
the  country. 

Ms.  Chung's  statement  is  significant, 
said  the  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
The  statement  marks  the  first  time  that  a 
government  minister  has  spoken  regard¬ 
ing  the  approval  of  private  universities  in 
Zimbabwe. 

"We  have  been  aware  of  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  process  and  have  been  in  commu¬ 
nication  with  government  officials,  but 
we  are  delighted  to  have  this  public  state¬ 
ment  of  progress,”  Dr.  Ireson  said.  “We 
continue  to  await  the  completion  of  the 
parliamentary  process  and  the  results  of 
the  ballot  with  great  confidence.” 

Dr.  Kurewa,  reading  from  a  statement 
he  and  three  other  United  Methodist  of¬ 
ficials  had  signed,  said,  “We  pledge  anew 


our  resources  to  help  bring  this  project  to 
fruition.” 

While  the  time  required  for  the  gov¬ 
ernment  to  reach  a  decision  has  seemed 
lengthy  to  some  church  officials.  Dr. 
Kurewa  praised  the  country’s  leaders  for 
their  careful  consideration  and  timely 
progress. 

The  idea  for  the  university  was  initiat¬ 
ed  by  Bishop  Emilio  deCarvalho  (Angola 
Area)  and  other  African  bishops  and 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  in  1987. 

The  formal  request  for  locating  the 
school  in  Zimbabwe  went  to  Mr.  Mugabe 
in  the  summer  of  that  year. 

The  denomination’s  top  legislative 
body  approved  plans  for  the  university  in 
April  1 988.  The  996  delegates  to  the  qua¬ 
drennial  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis 
voted  overwhelmingly  to  raise  $20  mil¬ 
lion  during  1 989-92  to  launch  the  school. 

Three  schools — theology,  education 
and  business  administration — are  sched¬ 
uled  to  open  in  the  spring  of  1991  on  a 
1,000-acre  campus  at  Old  Mutare,  con¬ 
tributed  by  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Zimbabwe. 


Pray  for  These  Hostages  Held  in  Lebanon 


Worldwide 
prayers  urged 

By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

The  younger  brother  of  Ter¬ 
ry  Waite,  the  special  envoy  for 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury 
taken  captive  in  Lebanon  in 
January  1987,  is  asking  Chris¬ 
tians  worldwide  to  pray  for  all 
hostages  in  the  Middle  East. 

In  the  recent  issue  of  the  de¬ 
votional  magazine,  “Guide- 
posts,”  David  Waite,  a  British 
Methodist,  said  he  is  “certain” 
his  brother  is  still  alive,  al¬ 
though  “there  has  not  been  a 
single  word  about  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  him”  in  the  2'h  years 
since  he  disappeared. 

A  self-described  “very  ordi 
nary  man”  who  con¬ 
fesses  great  belief  in 
the  power  of  prayer, 
the  younger  Mr.  Waite 
said  he  was  convinced 
it  “will  make  a  differ¬ 
ence”  for  all  of  the  25 
foreign  hostages  held 
in  Lebanon. 


T 

TERRY  A.  ANDERSON  (Captured  March  16,  1985) 
ALEC  COLLETT  (Captured  March  25,  1985) 
THOMAS  SUTHERLAND  (Captured  June  9,  1985) 
ALBERTO  MOLINARI  (Captured  Sept.  11,  1985) 
BRIAN  KEENAN  (Captured  April  11,  1986) 
JOHN  McCARTHY  (Captured  April  17, 1986) 
FRANK  H.  REED  (Captured  Sept.  1,  1986) 

i 

JOSEPH  J.  CICIPPIO  (Captured  Sept.  12,  1986) 

EDWARD  A.  TRACY  (Captured  Oct.  21,  1986) 

TERRY  WAITE  (Captured  Jan.  20, 1987) 

ROBERT  POLHILL  (Captured  Jan.  24,  1987) 

ALANN  STEEN  (Captured  Jan.  24,  1987) 

JESSE  TURNER  (Captured  Jan.  24,  1987) 

I 

Belgium  EMMANUEL  HOUTEKINS  (Captured  Nov.  8, 1987) 


FERNAND  HOUTEKINS  (Captured  Nov.  8,  1987) 
LAURENT  HOUTEKINS  (Captured  Nov.  8,  1987) 
VALERIE  HOUTEKINS  (Captured  Nov.  8,  1987) 
GODELIEVE  KETS  (Captured  Nov.  8,  1987) 
JACQUELINE  VALENTE  (Captured  Nov.  8,  1987) 
j.SOPHIE  VALENTE  (Born  in  captivity) 
WILLIAM  HIGGINS  (Captured  Feb.  17,  1988)  * 
Belgium  JAN  COOLS  (Captured  May  21,  1988) 
Britain  JACK  MANN  (Captured  May  12,  1989) 
W.  Germany  HEINRICH  STRUEBIG 
(Captured  May  1989) 
W.  Germany  THOMAS  KEMPTNER 
(Captured  May  1989) 

Marine  Lt.  Col.  Higgins  was  reported  killed  July  31,  1989, 

]  but  his  body  has  not  been  recovered. 
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Hostage's 
kin  cling 
to  hope 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

As  late  as  last  week,  U.S.  Ma¬ 
rine  Lt.  Col.  William  R.  Higgins’ 
hometown  United  Methodist 
congregation  hadn’t  scheduled 
any  memorial  service  for  him. 

The  Rev.  Jerry  A.  Smith,  pastor 
of  Beechmont  United  Methodist 
in  Louisville,  Ky„  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  he  was  waiting  to  hear 
from  members  of  Mr.  Higgins’ 
family  before  making  any  plans. 

Mr.  Higgins,  43,  one  of  nine 
Americans  being  held  in  Leba¬ 
non,  was  reportedly  hanged  by 
militant  Shiite  Moslems  July  31. 

At  least  one  family  member 
who  belongs  to  Beechmont  UMC 
is  reluctant  to  accept  the  claim 
that  Mr.  Higgins  has  been  killed. 

Frances  Fisher,  Mr.  Higgins’ 
older  sister,  admits  that  her  broth¬ 
er  is  “probably  dead.”  But  she  still 
clings  to  the  hope  he  isn’t. 

“I’ve  got  to  have  that  hope,” 
she  told  the  Reporter.  “Maybe  its 
a  false  hope,  but  there’s  just  no 
way  to  know  if  he  is  dead  until 
they  do  have  a  body." 

Mrs.  Fisher  said  she  is  aware 
the  FBI  has  confirmed  her  broth¬ 
er’s  death  and  knows  that  her  sis- 
ter-in-law,  Marine  Maj.  Robin 
Higgins,  is  convinced  Mr.  Hig¬ 
gins  is  dead. 

Dr.  Smith  said,  “After  Mrs. 
Fisher  speaks  with  her  sister-in- 
law,  we  may  make  some  plans.” 


Renewal  of  UMC  must  come 
from  grass  roots,  bishop  says 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— If  re¬ 
newal  is  to  come  to  United 
Methodism,  it’s  going  to  come 
from  the  grass  roots,  not  the  top. 

“It’s  going  to  come  from  peo¬ 
ple  like  you,"  Bishop  Richard 
B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  told 
more  than  260  pastors  and  lay- 
people  at  a  standing-room-only 
luncheon  last  week. 

The  luncheon  group  was  part 
of  Aldersgate  ’89,  a  four-day  con¬ 
ference  on  the  Holy  Spirit  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Renewal  Services  Fellowship. 

Bishop  Wilke,  author  of  “Are 
We  Yet  Alive?”  and  “Signs  and 
Wonders” — books  that  have 


stirred  the  church  and  heartened 
members  of  the  renewal  move¬ 
ment — described  six  ways  that 
local  pastors  and  congregations 
can  nurture  a  spirit  of  renewal: 

1 .  “Look  for  crises.”  They  are 
opportunities  for  ministry. 

2.  Renewal  can  be  sparked  by 
“a  burst  of  energy” — an  enthusi¬ 
astic  dream  shared  by  congrega¬ 
tion  and  pastor. 

The  bishop  cited  the  expansive 
dream  of  Korean  Methodists, 
who  are  praying  for  the  evangeli¬ 
zation  of  the  entire  world — 6  bil¬ 
lion  people. 

3.  Pastors  should  follow  the 
Lord  and  “not  worry  too  much 
about  his  or  her  colleagues.” 

“Every  creative  idea  I  had  in 
the  ministry,  my  colleagues  ei¬ 


ther  thought  was  a  bad  idea  or 
was  a  violation  of  the  Methodist 
system,”  he  said. 

4.  Pastors  should  keep  remind¬ 
ing  their  congregations  of  “the 
important  truths"  and  project  in 
their  own  lives  the  value  system 
that  will  bring  life  to  their  con¬ 
gregation. 

5.  Every  member  should  be  in¬ 
volved  in  ministry. 

6.  Recognize  that  renewal 
takes  time. 

Bishop  Wilke  criticized  the 
United  Methodist  system  of  fre¬ 
quently  moving  pastors  for 
“working  too  fast.”  He  said  that 
when  he  surveyed  one  group  of 
pastors  of  growing  churches,  he 
discovered  that  their  average 
tenure  was  6.9  years. 


UMs  join  vigils  for  lost  congressman 


United  Methodists  in  Hous¬ 
ton  joined  other  people  of  faith 
last  week  in  praying  for  the  safe 
return  of  U.S.  Rep.  Mickey  Le- 
land,  D-Texas,  and  his  party. 

Wreckage  of  the  plane  carrying 
the  congressional  representative 
from  Houston  and  15  others, 
which  disappeared  Aug.  7,  was 
found  in  Ethiopia  Aug.  13. 

No  one  apparently  survived 
the  crash,  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment  officials  reported  Aug.  1 3. 


While  the  plane’s  fate  was  still 
unknown,  members  of  Windsor 
Village  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston  had  a  prayer 
vigil  Aug.  9  for  “the  families  of 
all  16  people”  in  Mr.  Leland’s 
party,  said  a  spokeswoman. 

Patrice  JoTinson,  Mr.  I  n¬ 
land’s  chief  administrative  as¬ 
sistant,  was  a  member  of 
Windsor  Village  UMC  before 
joining  his  Washington  staff. 

Houston  City  Council  joined 


in  prayer  services  Aug.  8  and  9 
for  the  missing  group.  Houston 
Mayor  Pro  Tern  Judson  Robin¬ 
son  Jr.  is  Ms.  Johnson’s  uncle. 

Masses  were  celebrated 
throughout  Houston  for  Mr.  Le- 
land.  a  Roman  Catholic. 

Mr.  Leland,  44,  chairman  of 
the  House  Select  Committee  on 
Hunger,  was  making  an  inspec¬ 
tion  of  hunger-relief  camps  in 
Ethiopia  at  the  time  of  the  crash. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASM 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $  1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  is  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits,  fab¬ 
rics.  Stoles,  paraments,  etc.  Brochure/fabric  swatch¬ 
es  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  available  for 
meetings.  A  &  L  Designs.  201  E.  Tabor  Rd.,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR/YOUTH  DIRECTOR. 
Grace  UMC,  Wyckoff,  NJ;  1000  members  active  in 
mission  and  ministry,  growth  potential.  Contact:  J. 
O'Brien,  Grace  UMC,  555  Russell  Ave.,  Wyckoff, 
NJ  07481. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  FOR  2700-member 
church  needed.  Responsible  for  chancel  choir  and 
coordinating  12-person  part-time  music  staff.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Dr.  Dan  Bonner.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  330  N.  Broadway,  Wichita,  KS  67202  by 
September  30th. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  2500- 
member  FUMC  of  Conroe,  TX.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  928,  Conroe,  TX  77305. 

EDUCATION/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  sought 
for  middle-sized  East  Texas  church,  near  Dallas 
and  Houston.  Salary  negotiable,  depending  upon 
qualifications.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Rev. 
Joe  Fort,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Crockett, 
TX  75835.  (409)  544-2044. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  with  light 
responsibilities  in  Christian  education  sought  by 

1 500-member  church.  Fully  graded  music  program. 
Salary  and  job  description  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to:  Dr.  Max  Browning,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1 98 1 ,  Pampa,  Tx  79066- 1981. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  AND  DCE  for  church  of 
1200  members  in  West  Central  Florida,  unfur¬ 
nished  housing  provided.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Pat 
McBride,  109  Broad  St.,  Brooksville,  FL  34601. 

FULL-TIME  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  Direc- 
tor.  Central  Illinois  Conference.  Request  applica¬ 
tion  from  George  Russell,  chair  personnel  commit¬ 
tee,  Box  515,  Bloomington,  IL  61702-0515.  1989 
salary  $42,268.  housing,  travel,  benefits.  Applica¬ 
tions  due  September  1 5. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  PART-TIME  position  at 
growing  1000-member  church  opens  September  12. 
Handbell,  adult  and  children's  choirs.  Contact: 
Rev.  John  Fiedler,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
601  Pleasant  Ridge,  Mansfield.  Tx  76063.  (817) 
477-2287. 

PRESIDENT  AND  CHIEF  EXECUTIVE  Officer. 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Ministries  (an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer) 
with  offices  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Ideal  candidate 
should  be  an  experienced  executive,  have  intimate 
knowledge  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  expe¬ 
rience  in  health  and  human  service  ministries  and 
able  to  travel  extensively.  Reply  mail  only  to:  Dr. 
Charles  K.  Diloard,  Chairman  Search  Committee, 
do  Otterbein  Homes,  585  N.  State  Route  741,  Leb- 
anon,  OH  45036.  On  or  before  August  3 1  *1 989. 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Direc¬ 
tor  position  open.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  David  Oli¬ 
ver,  Church  of"  the  Savior,  120  Geveland  Ave.,  SW, 
Canton,  OH  44702. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  Youth  need¬ 
ed  full-time  for  1 650-member  church.  Call:  Brain- 
erd  United  Methodist  Church,  Chattanooga,  TN, 
(615)  698-6951. 

THE  UNITED  PARISH  OF  AUBURNDALE 
(Newton)  is  seeking  an  Organist/Choir  Director  of 
the  adult  choir.  The  church  (a  federation  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  United  Methodist) 
has  an  E&GG  Hook  Tracker  organ  and  there  is  one 
paid  soloist.  The  annual  salary  is  $7,500.  Please 
call:  (617)  964-8516  to  arrange  for  an  interview. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES’  MINISTRIES  sought 
for  6000-member  downtown  church.  Send  resume 
to:  Karen  Spencer,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR,  CHILDREN  and  youth 
emphasis  (newly  created  position).  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1 1 5  East  Howry  Ave.,  DeLand,  FL  32724. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450 
four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun. 
Drawer  1138,  Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627- 
6067, 627-9507. 

ASSOCIATE  MINISTER  OF  PASTORAL  Care 
for  an  1800-member  UMC.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  hospital,  homebound  and  nursing  home  visi- 
tation,  mid-week  programming,  and  Bible  study 
leadership.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  St. 
Luke's  UMC,  301 1  West  Kansas,  Midland.  TX 
79701  or  call  (9 15)  694-2571. 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST  NEEDED  immediately. 
Two  manual  pipe  organ.  One  Sunday  service  plus 
weekly  rehearsal.  Excellent  sight  reading/improvi- 
sation  skills  necessary.  Reports  to  Director  of  Mu- 
sic.  Resume  to:  Rob  Seible,  Bering  Memorial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  1440  Harold.  Houston,  TX 
77006.(713)  526-1017. 

POSITION  OF  FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  Director  available.  Salary/benefit  package 
competitive.  Send  resume  to:  Simpson  United 
Methodist  Church,  4900  Middlcbranch  Ave.,  Can¬ 
ton,  OH  44705. 

ASSOCIATE  POSrTION  AVAILABLE  Clergy  or 
laity.  Could  be  any  combination  of:  church  growth/ 
evangelism,  education,  youth,  music.  Write  to: 
United  Methodist  Church,  117  East  Bijou,  Fort 
Morgan,  CO  80701,  or  call:  Rev.  Keith  Memman 
(303)  867-5666. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 
Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Gasses:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  1 1 :00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 
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POWERFUL  PREACHING:  where 

are  our  great  preachers  . . .  our  great  leaders?” 
Those  questions  are  often  asked  by  United 
Methodists,  according  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  A, 
Langford,  staff  executive  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  General  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Section 
on  Worship.  Speaking  to  100  people  at  an  Acad¬ 
emy  for  Preaching  in  Nashville  July  31-Aug.  4, 
Mr.  Langford  said  United  Methodism  "clearly 
afTirms  facilitators  and  managers”  but  has  diffi¬ 
culty  encouraging  visionary  leaders.  “We  want 
leaders,  but  we  are  a  denomination  unwilling  to 
follow  anyone  anywhere,"  he  said.  The  acade¬ 
my  is  a  two-year,  colleague-based  study  focused 
on  preaching. 

TELEVISION  MINISTRY:  United 

Methodist  churches  are  being  sought  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  weekly  television  worship  program  be¬ 
ginning  in  April  1990  on  the  Vision  Interfaith 
Satellite  Network.  To  participate,  churches 
must  produce  the  videotaped  services  them¬ 
selves  and  pay  the  $250  uplink  cost  for  the 
broadcast.  A  28-minute  screening  tape  in  Vi- 
inch  format  must  be  submitted  for  consider¬ 
ation  to  United  Methodist  Communications  by 
Oct.  I.  Women  and  minority  pastors  who  have 
television  ministries  in  their  communities  are 
especially  encouraged  to  submit  tapes  for  con¬ 
sideration. 

LOVEFEST  DRAWS  A  CROWD: 

At  least  4,000  people  from  the  Midwest  de¬ 
scended  on  Milford,  Neb.,  last  month  for  the 
4th  annual  “Lovefest.”  The  Christian  music  fes¬ 
tival  was  sponsored  by  the  Nebraska  Annual 
Conference,  Arby’s  Roast  Beef  restaurants  and 
KFRX  Radio  in  Lincoln.  Festivalgoers  braved 
100-degree  heat  at  Riverside  Park,  a  United 
Methodist  camp,  for  1 1  hours  of  Christian  mu¬ 
sic  and  teaching.  The  Rev.  Arthur  W.  Richard¬ 
son,  president  of  United  Methodist-related 
Westmar  College  in  LeMars,  Iowa,  was  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker. 

PENSION  COSTS:  Pension  costs  for 
United  Methodist  clergy  have  declined  as  a  per¬ 
cent  of  total  spending  by  local  churches  from 
6.51  percent  to  5.93  percent  since  a  new  system 
went  into  effect  in  1982.  The  Rev.  James  F. 
Parker,  chief  executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions,  noted  that  benefits  to  individuals 
have  increased,  and  unfunded  liability  in  annu¬ 
al  conferences  for  past  service  by  members  of 
the  clergy  has  decreased. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMs  challenged  to  work 
'hand  in  hand'  with  children 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVAI1 


NASHVILLE — "Tipper"  Gore  autographs  her  book,  "Raising 
PG  Kids  in  an  X-Rated  Society,"  for  an  admirer  during  Focus 
'89,  a  national  children's  ministry  convocation. 

Protest  harmful  effects 
of  media,  author  says 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— United  Meth¬ 
odists  were  repeatedly  challenged 
to  "work  hand  and  hand  with 
children"  during  Focus  ’89,  the 
national  United  Methodist  con¬ 
ference  on  children’s  ministries. 

From  sunup  to  way  past  sun¬ 
down,  the  July  31-Aug.  4  meeting 
in  Nashville  had  sing-a-longs,  sto¬ 
ry-telling  sessions,  dance  perfor¬ 
mances,  prayer  groups  and  more  to 
inspire  quality  children’s  ministries 
throughout  the  denomination. 

“Now  if  we  just  combine  this 
information  with  the  energy  of 
some  2-year  olds,  I’m  sure  that 
people  will  be  able  to  implement 
these  programs  in  the  local 
church,”  said  Marilyn  Magee, 
chief  executive  for  laity  programs 
at  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship.  That  board  sponsored  the 
five-day  event. 

The  1,500  adults  in  attendance 
represented  each  of  the  72  annu¬ 
al  conferences  in  the  United 
States  and  at  least  four  foreign 


Staff  and  Wire  Reports 

NASHVILLE— If  present 
trends  persist,  white  children  will 
face  the  same  levels  of  poverty 
that  now  afflict  black  and  His¬ 
panic  children. 

Dr.  Beverly  Roberson  Jackson, 
religious  affairs  coordinator  for 
the  Children’s  Defense  Fund, 
made  that  prediction  during  Fo¬ 
cus  ’89,  the  quadrennial  United 
Methodist  conference  for  people 
working  with  children’s  minis¬ 
tries. 

“If  we  do  not  rise  off  our  na¬ 
tional  rear  end  and  mobilize  to 
prevent  and  reduce  child  pover¬ 
ty,  between  now  and  the  year 
2000,  all  of  the  growth  in  our 
child  population  will  consist  of 
poor  children,”  said  Dr.  Jackson, 


countries.  Many  participants 
even  brought  their  children. 

Toddlers  and  pre-schoolers 
spent  the  day  at  nearby  McKen- 
dree  and  Belmont  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches.  Elementary 
children’s  activities  were  in  the 
Nashville  Convention  Center. 

In  the  meeting’s  keynote  ad¬ 
dress,  retired  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  of 
Berkeley,  Calif,,  told  participants 
that  a  responsibility  of  the 
church  is  “to  think  about  chil¬ 
dren,  to  work  with  children,  to 
teach  children  about  Jesus  in  a 
day  in  which  we  live.” 

But  the  denomination’s  first 
black  woman  bishop  reminded  the 
audience  that  they  should  be  ad¬ 
vocates  for  all  children — not  just 
the  ones  in  their  local  churches. 

“Our  society  is  immoral  in  the 
way  it  treats  children  today,"  said 
Bishop  Kelly.  “So  sick  is  our  soci¬ 
ety  that  little  children  must  leant 
to  protect  their  bodies  before  they 
know  what  their  bodies  are  about. 

“In  a  society  that  sells  children 
for  money,  teaching  children 


a  former  staff  executive  for  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

She  based  her  prediction  on 
statistics  showing  a  growing  rate 
of  children  in  poverty. 

“In  the  year  2000,  one  in  four 
of  all  American  children — 16 
million — will  be  poor,”  Dr.  Jack- 
son  said.  “[That’s]  3  million 
more  children  than  today. 

“If  bankers  can  call  for  a  pro¬ 
posed  $60  to  $100  billion  to  bail 
out  deregulated,  imprudent  sav¬ 
ings  and  loans,  don’t  tell  me  that 
this  nation  is  unable  to  afford  the 
$27  billion  dollars  it  would  take 
to  lift  its  13  million  children  out 
of  poverty.” 

Dr.  Jackson  scolded  local 
churches  that  worry  more  about 
children’s  fingerprints  on  walls 


about  Jesus  is  more  than  a  pas¬ 
time.  It’s  a  necessity.  Children 
need  to  know  that  such  a  God 
loves  them,  moves  them,  ener¬ 
gizes  them  and  saves  them.” 

Bishop  Kelly  added,  “It  is 
something  wrong  when  we  teach 
our  children  the  importance  of 
materialism  and  society’s  game 
of  always  ‘keeping  score.’ 

"I  pray  that  you  will  help  them 
understand  that  the  color  of  their 
skin-and  color  of  their  hair  and  the 
number  of  resources  they  have 
available  to  them  does  not  make 
them  superior  over  anyone  else.” 

Cecile  A.  Beam,  director  of 
education  and  ministry  for  ele¬ 
mentary  children  at  the  disciple- 
ship  board,  said  Focus  ’89 
offered  at  least  255  workshops  in 
five  areas: 

•  Children’s  growth  and  devel¬ 
opment,  child  advocacy  and 
community  relationships. 

•  Children  in  families. 

•  Skills/techniques  for  teaching 
children. 

•  Administration  of  children’s 
ministries. 


instead  of  children’s  ministries 
within  the  congregation. 

She  urged  those  at  the  July  31- 
Aug.  4  meeting,  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
to  join  the  nationwide  “Cam¬ 
paign  for  Children,”  sponsored 
by  United  Methodist  Women. 

"If  we  can  have  a  building  ex¬ 
pansion  campaign  or  building 
fund,  we  can  have  a  child  enrich¬ 
ment  fund,”  she  said. 

She  reminded  her  audience  of 
a  resolution  passed  by  the  1988 
General  Conference,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  highest  legislative  body. 

That  resolution  calls  on  each 
United  Methodist  to  become  an 
advocate  for  children  “because 
of  our  faith  commitment  and  re¬ 
sponse  to  Jesus  Christ." 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— Parents  of 
young  children  need  to  band  to¬ 
gether  to  protest  the  harmful  ef¬ 
fects  of  sex  and  violence  in  mass 
communications  media. 

Mary  Elizabeth  A.  “Tipper” 
Gore,  author  of  “Raising  PG  Kids 
in  an  X-Rated  Society,”  delivered 
that  message  to  1,500  parents,  vol¬ 
unteers  and  Christian  educators  in 
Nashville  attending  “Focus  ’89." 

With  a  graphic  slide  presenta¬ 
tion,  Mrs.  Gore,  wife  of  U.S.  Sen. 
Albert  Gore  Jr.,  told  the  Focus  ’89 
audience  how  some  heavy  metal 
rock  groups  explore  satanism,  sui¬ 
cide  and  violence  in  their  songs. 

"Rock  music  is  American  as 
apple  pie,  but  I’m  distressed  to 
be  exploited  by  music  by  some 
performers,”  she  said.  “Genera¬ 
tions  of  parents  have  a  special 
duty  to  teach  children  to  reject 
death  and  destruction  and  accept 
a  positive  life  force.” 

Turning  to  the  use  of  sexual  al¬ 
lusions  in  print  and  broadcast 
advertising  to  sell  products,  Mrs. 
Gore  said  that  many  children  try 


to  pattern  their  lives  on  what  ad¬ 
vertisers  imply  is  the  perfect  life. 

“We’ve  made  it  very  hard  for 
our  youth  to  be  young  in  today’s 
society,”  she  said.  “Economic 
stresses  have  piled  more  respon¬ 
sibility  on  our  families,  and  the 
media  project  a  version  of  soci¬ 
ety  on  our  kids  that  they  can’t 
live  up  to. 

“Some  people  are  saying  kids 
can  handle  it.  But  we  jeopardize 
the  children  when  we  view  them 
as  miniadults.” 

She  suggested  that  local 
churches  could  help  families  raise 
“healthy,  happy  kids  in  our  X-rat¬ 
ed  society”  in  the  following  ways: 

•  Encourage  parents  to  have 
good  communications  in  the 
home. 

•  Respond  to  what  is  placed  on 
public  airwaves  by  writing  radio 
and  television  stations. 

•  Remind  children  that  the  cul¬ 
tural  environment  has  a  direct  ef¬ 
fect  on  how  people  are  treated  in 
society.  She  said  that  is  especially 
true  with  the  portrayal  of  women 
by  the  media. 

— DENISE IOHNSON  STOVALL 


Poverty  among  children  to  grow 


Need  Help? 

Helping  you  make  and  nurture  disciples  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  reason  we  exist. 

We’re  Discipleship  Resources  and  we’re  your 
partner  in  ministry. 

-v-  Since  1976  Discipleship  Resources  (formerly 
Central  Resource  Service  and  Tidings)  has  been 
the  printed  word  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  for  local  church  leaders  throughout 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 


❖  Pastors  and  lay  leaders  will  find  our  resources 
helpful  in  equipping  and  conducting  their  unique 
local  church  ministry.  Our  program  areas  include: 

a  Evangelism 

▲  Christian  Education  and  Age-Level  Ministry 

▲  Stewardship 

▲  Ministry  of  the  Laity 

▲  Worship 

a  United  Methodist  Men 

a  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 

A  Covenant  Discipleship 

•v-  Whether  your  congregation  is  small  or  large, 
Discipleship  Resources  has  materials  for  your 
congregation's  growth  in  Christian  faith  and  life. 

.Contact 

Discipleship  Resources 


Please  send  me  one  free  Discipleship  Resources  catalog.  |"N DfQICrHIP 

Uc 


MATERIALS  TOR  GROWTH  IN  CHRISTIAN  f  AITM  ANO  LIFE 


Name_ 


Address 


i 
i 
i 

to:  Discipleship  Resources,  Attn :  Steve  Potter,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202  | 


City_ 


State 


Zip 


Teens:  Suicide's  'not  a  way  out' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

AMES,  Iowa — “I  wanted  out.  I 
didn’t  care  if  I  woke  up  or  not.” 

Speaking  quietly,  the  attractive 
high  school  student  from  the  Rocky 
Mountain  region  recounted  how  she 
was  an  alcoholic  “leading  two 
lives — president  of  her  local  United 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  at 
church  and  a  party  life  at  home.” 

She  took  an  overdose  of  a  common 
pain  killer  and  barely  survived. 

“1  wouldn’t  want  anybody  to  go 
through  anything  like  that,”  the 


teen-ager  said.  “It’s  not  a  way  out.” 

Her  story  was  only  one  of  the  dra¬ 
matic  accounts  provided  by  high 
school  students  during  the  7th  Bien¬ 
nial  National  Youth  Ministry  Con¬ 
vocation  July  31-Aug.  4  in  Ames. 

A  youth  from  New  England  said 
that  “four  weeks  before  I  came  to  this 
convention,  I  considered  suicide.  I 
had  the  knife  in  my  hand.  But  there 
is  so  much  out  there  to  look  forward 
to,  suicide  is  not  worth  it.” 

These  stories,  and  others  like  them, 
marked  “talk  shows”  on  suicide,  sexu¬ 
ality,  alcohol  and  drugs,  and  family 


problems  during  the  convocation  . 

Dr.  Lawrence  Clayton,  a  clinical 
psychologist  from  Oklahoma  City, 
led  the  sessions- 

“Adolescents  are  killing  them¬ 
selves  at  an  unprecedented  rate,” 
Dr.  Clayton  said  in  introducing  the 
suicide  discussion. 

“Once  it  starts  in  a  community,” 
he  continued,  “it  spreads  like  wild¬ 
fire.  But  it  can  be  shut  down.” 

Key  questions  that  can  be  asked, 
Dr.  Clayton  said,  include:  Does  the 
person  really  intend  to  commit  sui¬ 
cide?  What’s  the  plan?  Is  it  lethal? 


Institute  teaches  ways  to  grow  food 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

“It  is  better  not  to  tell  others  what 
to  do  but  to  show  them.” 

That’s  the  philosophy  behind  an 
international  anti-hunger  training 
program  in  Japan  supported  by 
United  Methodists  through  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

The  Asian  Rural  Institute,  on  18 
acres  75  miles  outside  Tokyo  in  To- 
chigi,  Japan,  offers  a  food  produc¬ 
tion  training  program  to  farmers 
from  around  the  world. 

The  training  goal  is  self-sufficien¬ 
cy  at  the  grass-roots  level. 

Graduates  return  to  their  home 
countries  to  assist  in  their  own  na-  ^ 
tion’s  agricultural  development. 

United  Methodists  help  finance 
this  ministry  through  designated  Ad¬ 
vance  gifts  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

The  Rev.  Dwight  S.  Busacca,  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  field  representa¬ 
tive  for  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  visited  the  Asian  Rural  In¬ 
stitute  last  year. 

During  his  visit,  he  said  he  met 
about  45  students  from  such  coun¬ 
tries  as  Kenya,  Indonesia,  Thailand, 
Liberia,  Sierra  Leone,  India,  Nige¬ 
ria,  Sri  Lanka,  Philippines,  Tanza¬ 
nia,  El  Salvador,  Nepal, 
Bangladesh,  and  Korea. 

Mr.  Busacca  said  the  institute 
gives  priority  to  recruiting  women, 
since  they  do  most  of  the  work  in 
the  rural  area. 

The  program  uses  only  nontech¬ 
nical  methods  of  food  production 
since  farms  are  small  in  developing 
countries  and  technical  equipment 


Partnership  j 

in  Missions 


/4DWNCE  1 Vo  gift  too  small 


is  impractical,  Mr.  Busacca  said. 

The  institute  is  headed  by  Dr.  To- 
shihiro  Takami,  a  former  Buddhist, 
who’s  now  a  devout  Christian. 

Gifts  to  support  the  Asian  Rural 
Institute  in  Japan  can  be  made 
through  annual  conference  treasurers 
and  designated  for  Advance  Nos. 
220330-6  (training  program)  or 
006380-4  RB  (scholarships). 


TRINITY  STUDIES 

f  JJ/te 

1-800-848-2131 


PHOTO  BY  DWIGHT  BUSACCA 


TOCHIGI,  Japan — A  student  at 
the  Asian  Rural  Institute  in  Japan 
begins  his  daily  task  of  feeding 
animals  raised  at  the  agricultur¬ 
al  training  center  during  a  34 
week  program. 


CUSTOM 
PEW  CUSHIONS 

made  to  fit  your  pews-  choice  of 
styles  and  colors 

Loose  reversible-  straight  or  curved 
Fitted-  seats  and/or  backs 
For  more  information,  call  or  write: 

LITURGICAL  DESIGNS 
341  Arcadia 

Hurst,  Texas  76053-6136 
(817)  595-3550 
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Even  in  Darkness 
There  Is  Hope 

Editor’s  Note:  For  the  next  several  issues  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
various  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  which  is  usually  re¬ 
served  for  the  Bishop. 

Someone  has  said  that  “When  it  is  dark,  the  stars  come  out.”  This 
has  reference  not  only  to  the  ability  to  see  the  constellations  above,  but 
also  to  life  itself.  So  often  it  is  in  the  darkness  of  tragedy  and  despair 
that  the  star  of  hope  shines  into  one’s  heart  and  is  reflected  into  the 
hearts  of  others. 

One  of  the  great  stories  of  modern  times  concerns  the  story  of  the 
last  day  of  Dietrich  BonhoefTer  —  German  pastor,  teacher  and  theolo¬ 
gian  —  in  the  prison  at  Flossenburg.  An  eyewitness  tells  us  that  on 
Sunday  April  8,  1945,  Bonhoeffer  held  a  little  service  of  worship  which 
struck  through  to  the  hearts  of  all  those  present.  Somehow,  Bonhoeffer 
found  just  the  right  words  to  express  the  spirit  of  imprisonment  and  the 
thoughts  and  resolutions  which  it  had  brought.  He  goes  on  to  tell  how 
the  last  prayer  was  hardly  signed  by  an  “Amen”  when  the  door  opened, 
and  two  evil-looking  men  in  civilian  clothes  came  in  and  said:  “Prison¬ 
er  Bonhoeffer,  get  ready  to  come  with  us.”  Those  words,  “Come  with 
us”  had  come  to  mean  only  one  thing  for  all  the  prisoners  —  the  scaf¬ 
fold.  “We  bade  him  good-bye,”  the  eyewitness  says,  “and  he  drew  me 
aside.  ‘This  is  the  end’  he  said,  ‘for  me,  the  beginning  of  life.’  ” 

Even  in  the  darkness  of  personal  tragedy  Bonhoeffer  saw  a  star  of 
hope,  and  the  light  of  that  star  was  reflected  into  the  hearts  of  others 
bringing  inspiration  and  strength  to  them. 

Jesus  said,  “Let  your  light  shine  before  men.”  This  week  look  for 
the  star  of  hope  and  reflect  that  hope  to  those  about  you. 

Joe  W.  McClain 

New  Orleans  District  Superintendent 


Aurora  UMC  to^Eelebrate 
30th  Anniversary 


“Bom  in  the  hearts  of  migrated 
Methodists  and  oldtime  Algiers 
church  families  who  had  moved 
into  what  was  the  hinterlands  of  Or¬ 
leans  Parish’s  West  Bank,  the  Auro¬ 
ra  United  Methodist  Church  began 
with  a  congregation  of  32  on  June  7, 
1959  in  the  tiny  white  church  on 
General  Meyer  Avenue  near  the 
Naval  Station.  Twenty  individuals 
were  received  into  the  membership 
the  following  Sunday.”  So  begins 
the  history  of  the  Aurora  congrega¬ 
tion  written  by  Margaret  Cox  and 
Pat  Thomas.  The  congregation  of 
375  families  will  celebrate  the  30th 
anniversary  the  weekend  of  August 
26-27  in  their  recently  expanded  fa¬ 
cilities  at  Eton  and  Berkley  Streets 
in  Algiers. 

Aurora’s  first  pastor,  The  Rev. 
William  M.  “Ken”  Jacocks  will 
open  the  weekend  festivities  at  a 
Pancake  Breakfast,  Saturday,  Au¬ 
gust  26  at  8:00  a.m.  in  the  new 
Family  Life  Center.  The  United 
Methodist  Men  will  serve  the  break¬ 
fast  which  will  be  followed  by  an  in¬ 
formal  round  of  golf.  Saturday  at  3 
p.m.  the  ladies  of  the  church  will 
gather  for  tea  at  the  Parsonage, 
served  by  the  United  Methodist 
Women.  Carol  Cotton-Winn,  for¬ 
mer  Associate  Pastor,  will  speak  at 
the  Tea. 

The  Dinner  Theatre  on  Saturday 
:evening  will  be  catered  by  the 


UMW  with  entertainment  by  the 
church  choir  under  the  direction  of 
Tricia  Shallin.  The  musical,  featur¬ 
ing  selections  from  “Bye,  Bye  Bird¬ 
ie”  and  “South  Pacific"  will  begin 
at  8  p.m.  Dinner  will  be  served  in 
the  Family  Life  Center  beginning  at 
6  p.m.  Reservations  for  the  Dinner 
Theatre,  which  is  open  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  may  be  made  by  calling  the 
Church  Office,  394-5483. 

Several  former  Pastors  and  asso¬ 
ciate  Pastors  will  be  leading  services 
on  Sunday,  August  27.  A  memorial 
service  for  all  deceased  church 
members  will  be  led  by  Rev.  W.  O. 
Lynch  Jr.  at  7:45  a.m.  Dr.  Kirby  A. 
Vining  will  preach  at  the  8:30  a.m. 
service  and  Dr.  Byrl  J.  Moreland  at 
the  1 1  a.m.  There  will  be  an  adult 
mixer  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  be¬ 
tween  services  with  former  Asso¬ 
ciate  Pastor,  Doug  deGraffenreid.  A 
covered  dish  dinner  at  noon  will 
conclude  the  festivities  of  this  his¬ 
toric  weekend. 

This  is  an  especially  exciting  oc¬ 
casion  for  the  fifteen  charter  mem¬ 
bers  still  on  the  church  roll:  Eleanor 
Casteel,  Harold  Sorgenfrei,  Patsy 
and  Childs  Dunbar  Jr.,  Martha 
Boudreaux,  Betty  Morales,  Eva 
Goodson,  Martha  Fisher,  Mildred 
and  Brell  Francis,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oak  McKenzie,  Steve  Sorgenfrei, 
Sue  Arnold,  Lily  Winn  and  Rosalie 
Winn  Short. 


First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
to  Host ' Great  Preaching  Series' 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  will  conduct  the  “Great 

■  Preaching  Series”  September  24,  25,  and  26.  Featured  during  the  three  day 

■  event  will  be  Dr.  Bill  Hinson,  Pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
:  Houston,  the  largest  Methodist  congregation  in  the  United  States.  Mark 

Locke,  Director  of  Music  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dyersberg, 

•  Tennessee  will  lead  the  singing. 

•  Sunday,  September  24,  First  Church  will  hold  a  7  p.m.  service.  On  Mon¬ 
day,  September  25  and  Tuesday,  September  26  there  will  be  a  noon  lun- 
".cheon  and  a  7  p.m.  service  each  day. 


In  Memoriam 

Myrtis  W.  Bentley,  wife  of  deceased  Louisiana  Conference  Minis¬ 
ter,  Robert  Mack  Bentley,  died  August  9,  1989.  Funeral  services  were 
held  Friday,  August  10  at  Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette.  Mrs.  Bentley 
was  90  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


Caravan  for  Learning'  Coming  to  Conference 


A  major  training  session  for  Sun¬ 
day  School  teachers  will  be  held 
throughout  the  Conference  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  October.  The  “Caravan 
for  Learning”  will  travel  to  each 
district  for  a  three  day  saturation  of 
Sunday  School  training. 

The  workshops  wilL  be  repeated 
several  times,  geographically  ar¬ 
ranged  throughout  the  district.  The 
intent  of  the  “Caravan"  is  to  reach 
as  many  teachers  in  as  many 
churches  as  possible.  The  leadership 
is  trying  to  "go  to  the  local  church.” 

Most  .events  will  have  three  class¬ 
es  —  one  for  each  age  level  (chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  adult).  All  Sunday 


.  School  teachers  and  education 
workers  are  invited  to  participate  in 
Ihe  workshop  which  is  most  conve¬ 
nient  for  them.  The  children’s  lead¬ 
er  will  be  Larry  Lewis,  Conference 
Director  of  Education  Ministries. 
Youth  classes  will  be  led  by  Carolyn 
Dove,  Conference  Youth  Coordina¬ 
tor.  The  leader  for  the  adult  classes 
,  will  vary  among  districts  . 

The  “Caravan  for  Learning”  will 
emphasize'  teaching  methods  and 
skills.  It  will  help  teachers  obtain 
new  skills,  as  well  as  review  tech¬ 
niques  already  in  progress.  Each 
workshop  will  try  to  assist  teachers 
with  use  of  curriculum,  creative 


Around  the  Conference- 


FAMILY  NIGHT  HELD  —  The  Jonesboro  UMC  sponsored  a  Family 
Night  program  July  28.  Following  a  covered  dish  meal,  approxi¬ 
mately  125  persons  enjoyed  entertainment  by  "Bartles  &  Jaymes" 
who  were  impersonated  by  Rev.  Bob  Peyton  (third  from  left)  and 
Rev.  Douglas  McGuire  (fourth  from  left),  retired  ministers  and  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents.  Rev.  George  McVay  (left)  is  pastor.  Also 
shown  is  Crystelle  Warner,  Chairperson  of  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  who  arranged  the  program. 


ways  of  teaching  the  Bible,  and 
ways  to  reach  out  to  students. 

A  partial  list  of  dates  and  loca¬ 
tions  is  shown  below.  More  specific 
information  will  appear  as  the 
events  approach.  Notice  that  some 
events  are  listed  “for  pastors  only.” 
These  are  intended  to  help  pastors 
understand  curriculum,  as  well  as 
ways  they  can  support  the  Sunday 
School  —  especially  in  the  multiple 
church  charge.  Pastors  will  have  the 
chance  to  ask  questions  about  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  local  church.  (No 
meals  will  be  served.  Those  attend¬ 
ing  should  plan  to  bring  a  sack 
lunch  or  purchase  lunch  nearby). 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

September  7  —  10  a.m.-2  p.m. 

Ingleside  (for  pastors  only) 

7-9  p.m.  St  Mark 
September  8  —  9  a.m.-12  p.m. 

Plaquemine,  First 
September  9  —  9  a.m.-12  p.m. 


ULSTER  PROJECT  IN  LAFAYETTE  —  Four  families  from  the  Church 
of  the  Covenant  in  Lafayette  participated  in  the  Ulster  Project  this 
summer.  Twenty  Irish  youth  from  Londonderry,  Northern  Ireland 
spent  the  month  of  July  in  Lafayette.  The  project  is  a  program  to 
help  youth  of  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  families  become 
friends  and  help  bring  peace  to  Ireland.  Pictured  are:  1.  to  r.,  (front 
row)  Alison  Ross  of  Ireland,  Debbie  Griffith;  (second  row)  Rev.  Bra¬ 
dy  Forman,  Pastor,  Kerry  Ball,  Roberta  Hepburn  of  Ireland,  Leigh 
Howard,  Shirley  Hamill  of  Ireland,  Kathie  Ball;  (third  row)  Chris 
Brown  of  Ireland,  Iris  Howard,  Danny  Griffith,  Pat  Griffith,  Bryan 
Naquin,  Doug  Naquin,  and  Sharon  Naquin. 


St.  John's  UMC 
ACADIANA  DISTRICT 
September  10  —  2-5  p.m.  Houma, 
First 

September  11  —  10  a.m.-  2  p.m. 
Franklin  (for  pastors  only) 

7-9  p.m.  Franklin 
September  12  —  7-9  p.m. 

Lafayette,  First 
NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
September  17-18 
NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 
September  19-21 
MONROE  DISTRICT 
September  24-26 
ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
October  1-3 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 
October  8-10 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

October  16-18 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

October  22-24 


-Persons  —  Churches  -  Events— 


ATTEND  DISTRICT  SUMMER  CAMP  —  The  1989  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  Junior  High  Summer  Camp  was  recently  held  at  the  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center.  Participating  were  56  campers,  10  adult  counselors, 
and  three  junior  counselors.  In  addition  to  Bible  Study  sessions,  the 
camp  included  a  wilderness  hike,  a  bee  hive  demonstration,  a  ses¬ 
sion  on  Youth  Stress,  and  a  canoe  trip.  Optional  groups  included 
water  safety,  arts  and  crafts,  T.V.  production  of  daily  camp  news 
broadcast,  tennis,  basketball,  and  weight  lifting  instructions.  Rev. 
Spiller  Milton,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Crowley  was  director. 


Recently,  seventeen  UMYF 
members  and  seven  counselors 
from  Ylunholland  UMC  in  Metairie 
began  their  Youth  Mission  ‘89  to 
work  at  the  McCurdy  School  in 
Espagnola,  New  Mexico.  After  brief 
stops  in  San  Antonio  and  Carlsbad 
Caverns  enroute,  the  24  teens  and 
adults  worked  at  McCurdy  on  proj¬ 
ects  that  included  pouring  cement, 
painting  houses,  landscaping,  in¬ 
stalling  windows,  electrical  work, 
and  much,  much  more.  Two  adult 
work  groups  from  Nebraska  and 
Oregon  shared  work;  meals,  and  de¬ 
votions  with  Munholland  members. 
Following  a  quick  trip  further  west 
to  the  Painted  Desert,  Petrified 
Forest  and  a  hike  down  the  Grand 
Canyon,  the  group  returned  to  a  tu¬ 
multuous  welcome  from  family  and 
friends.  Associate  Minister,  Rev. 
Jack  O’Dell,  accompanied  the 
group.  Strong  support  came  from 
Rev.  Bobby  Potter,  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Congratulations  go  to  three  mem¬ 
bers  of  Grace  UMC  in  Ruston  upon 
recently  completing  the  local 
church  lay  speakers  school  in  Arca¬ 
dia.  Fred  Higginbotham,  Kenneth 
Salsbury,  and  Walter  Wicker  were 
three  of  the  five  from  the  Ruston 
District  who  attended  the  school 
this  year.  Following  completion  of  a 
Saturday  session  in  the  spring  of 
next  year,  these  three  will  be  certi¬ 
fied  to  speak  in  any  Ruston  District 
UMC.  Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller  is  pas¬ 
tor.  Rev.  James  Poole  is  District  Su¬ 
perintendent. 

*  *  * 

Broadmoor  UM  Men,  Baton 
Rouge  will  host  a  banquet  Friday 
evening,  August  25th  at  the  church. 
The  event  replaces  the  regular  sec¬ 
ond  Saturday  morning  breakfast 
meeting  for  the  month  of  August. 
The  banquet  is  to  honor  original 
members  of  the  Broadmoor  chapter 
of  the  men’s  organization  which 
was  chartered  in  August  of  1955, 
shortly  after  the  founding  of  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC.  Guest  speaker  for  the 
event  will  be  Dr.  Phil  Woodland, 
pastor  of  William  B.  Reily  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  Woodland  was 
the  first  pastor  of  Broadmoor  and  a 
charter  member  of  the  church’s 
chapter  of  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Club.  Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Reed  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


Sunday,  August  27  will  be  Family 
Day  at  Camp  Istrouma  for  the 
members  of  First  UMC  in  Amite. 
Those  attending  will  have  the  run  of 
the  swimming  pool,  air-conditioned 
dining  room,  nature  trails,  swinging 
bridge,  volleyball  court,  etc.  This 
will  be  a  great  way  to  spend  an  af¬ 
ternoon.  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Youth  Council  of  First 
UMC,  Minden  had  as  its  theme  for 
its  summer  youth  program  as 
“FUMY  89,  Not  Just  Another  Sum¬ 
mer  ...”  Some  of  the  events  that 
were  planned  were:  beach  parties, 
dances,  camps,  service  projects,  and 
much  more.  Director  of  Youth  is 
Jay  Waalk.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess 
is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

August  25-27,  1989  First  UMC  in 
Baker  will  host  Mission’s  Confer¬ 
ence  ’89.  Guest  speakers  include 
Rev.  Roger  Cunningham  from  Indi¬ 
ana  and  Dean  and  Marjorie 
Schowengerdt,  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  from  Taejon,  Korea.  The  three 
day  event  of  covered  dish  suppers 
and  guest  lectures  will  come  to  a 
close  during  a  6:30  p.m.  evening 
service  Sunday  led  by  the  Schowen- 
gerdts.  Rev.  Leon  A.  Boggs  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

Congratulations  to  the  Lee’s 
Landing  Church  for  such  a  great  Va¬ 
cation  Bible  School.  Attendance 
ranged  from  63  to  73.  Thanks  to  all 
the  teachers  and  workers  who  did 
such  a  great  job  and  to  the  parents 
who  brought  their  children.  Dr. 
Larry  D.  Robertson  is  pastor. 

The  Junior  High  of  First  UMC  in 
Houma  had  loads  of  fun  and  many 
new  experiences  during  its  recent 
trip  to  Arkansas.  They  would  like  to 
thank  all  who  supported  their  fund 
raisers  for  making  it  possible.  The 
trip  started  with  a  visit  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston, 
where  they  spent  the  night.  The 
next  day,  they  made  it  to  the  moun¬ 
tains.  They  visited  Blanchard 
Springs  Caverns  and  went  tubing  on 
the  Buffalo  River.  The  next  day, 
they  went  to  see  the  Passion  Play. 
On  the  way  home,  they  stopped  by 
the  Mid-America  Museum  and  the 
Magic  Springs  Amusement  Park. 
They  arrived  home  happy  to  have 
gone  and  happy  to  be  home.  Rev. 
Henry  Bowdon  Jr.  is  pastor. 


Hackberry  UMC  in  Sulphur  in  the  Lake  Charles  District.  Mrs.  Mary 
Lou  France,  Lake  Charles  District  UMW  President,  and  Mrs.  Sybil 
Moore,  District  Membership  Chairperson  presented  the  Charter 
and  installed  the  officers  at  the  Sunday  morning  worship  services. 
Mrs.  Frankie  Adams  was  installed  as  local  unit  president.  Rev.  Ray 
Holt  is  pastor. 


Scholarship  Established 

The  Rev.  Beverly  E.  Bond  Memorial  Scholarship  has  been  established  at 
Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Bond  was  active 
in  the  church’s  congregation  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1987. 

An  endowed  scholarship,  the  program  is  designed  to  help  students  going 
into  the  United  Methodist  ministry  or  other  church-related  vocations.  Ini¬ 
tial  plans  call  for  one  annual  award,  however,  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  future 
a  number  of  scholarships  will  be  presented  each  year. 

Rev.  Bond  served  more  than  42  years  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  at  a 
number  of  churches,  including  Calhoun,  Downsville,  Birds'  Chapel,  Mar¬ 
ion,  Athens  and  Crossroads.  Other  churches  are:  Bethel.  Wesley  Chapel, 
Farmerville,  Sulphur,  Springhill.  and  Sarepta.  He  also  served  on  numerous 
Conference  and  district  boards  and  committees. 

Upon  retiring  in  1984,  Bond  and  his  wife,  Marie,  became  active  at 
Jefferson,  where  their  daughter  and  her  family  are  members.  Mrs.  Bond 
continues  her  work  at  Jefferson  as  a  library  assistant,  in  addition  to  serving 
on  the  memorial  and  special  gifts  committee. 

Contributions  made  to  the  scholarship  fund  may  be  mailed  to  Jefferson 
UMC,  10328  Jefferson  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809. 
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We  must  pray  for  enemies 


Letters  to  the  Editor - 

Theology  poses  the 


What’s  missing  from  this  head¬ 
line:  “Pray  for  these  hostages  held 
in  Lebanon”? 

Those  were  the  words  in  last  week’s 
Reporter  over  a  chart  listing  the  25 
hostages  being  held  in  Lebanon  by 
Shiite  Moslems  (see  UMR,  Aug.  18). 

After  last  week’s  paper  was  print¬ 
ed,  we  noticed  and  confessed  to  our¬ 
selves  what  was  missing:  a  response 
to  our  Lord’s  mandate  to  pray  for 
our  enemies  (Luke  6:27-28). 

Neither  our  headline  nor  the  oth¬ 
er  items  related  to  it  mentioned 
prayer  for  the  hostages'  captors. 

Our  presentatioh  reflected  the  le¬ 
gitimate  and  growing  public  concern 
about  the  hostages  since  the  reported 
killing  last  month  of  U.S.  Marine 
Corps  Lt.  Col.  William  R.  Higgins. 

The  barbarism  of  hostage-taking 
and  persecution  rightly  stimulates 
outrage  coupled  with  concern  for 
the  victims  and  their  families.  Of 
course,  we  should  remember  such 
people  in  our  prayers. 

We,  as  Christians,  also  have  an¬ 
other,  more  difficult,  task:  remem¬ 
bering  God’s  will  for  shalom. 

Shalom  is  the  harmonious  rela¬ 
tionship  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 


Earth.  It  is  a  vision  rooted  in  the 
"impossible  possibility"  that  Jesus 
both  taught  and  lived:  We  should 
love  and  forgive  everyone,  even  those 
who  abuse  us  and  our  loved  ones. 

Indeed,  one  thing  that  distin¬ 
guishes  Christ's  followers  from  mere 
spectators  of  the  human  drama,  or 
cheerleaders  for  narrow  ideological 
or  provincial  interests,  is  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  keep  that  vision  alive. 

It  isn’t  easy  to  love  one’s  enemies. 
It  never  has  been.  But  that  is  what 
Jesus  taught  us  to  do  and  what  he 
showed  us  how  to  do. 

On  reflection,  our  article  last 
week  should  have  urged  you  to  pray 
for  the  souls  of  those  holding  the  25 
hostages  as  well  as  for  the  well-be¬ 
ing  of  the  hostages  themselves. 

Nobody  can  know  what  effect,  if 
any,  such  prayers  might  have  upon 
those  for  whom  we  pray.  But  we 
should  never  underestimate  the 
power  of  prayer. 

And  it’s  unlikely  that  we  regularly 
can  ask  God  to  change  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  our  enemies  without 
our  own  hearts  and  minds  being 
filled  with  God’s  world-transform¬ 
ing  spirit  of  reconciliation. 


I  abhor  abortions,  but  since  I’m 
not  God,  1  don’t  consider  my  opin¬ 
ion  or  feelings  binding  on  any  other 
human  being.  There  are  ambiguous 
issues  involved  that  no  thoughtful 
nor  truly  religious  person  will  ignore. 
The  real  crisis  of  the  abortion  issue  is 
the  question  of  how  we  do  theology. 

Sperm  and  ovum,  zygote,  em¬ 
bryo,  fetus,  baby  and  child  are  all 
alive  and  are  all  human.  On  what 
basis  do  we  say  that  in  moral  dilem¬ 
mas  they  are  or  are  not  equal? 

Nor  does  it  help  to  try  to  deter¬ 
mine  “when  life  begins,”  for  life, 
whether  thought  of  as  a  special  cre¬ 
ation  of  God  or  the  result  of  natural 
processes  began  many  millennia 
ago,  is  merely  passed  on  from  one 
generation  to  another. 

I  have  searched  the  Bible  and 
found  31  references  that  might  in 
some  way  reflect  on  this  issue,  but 
in  not  one  of  them  have  I  found  a 
clear-cut  or  unambiguous  directive 
relating  to  abortion. 

At  times  St.  Paul  wrote,  “not  I  but 
the  Lord.”  At  other  times  he  wrote, 
“I  say,  not  the  Lord”  (1  Corinthians 
7:10,  2).  On  issues  of  abortion,  we 


need  to  make  clear  whether  we  are 
expressing  our  opinion  or  God’s. 

It  is  time  we  rise  above  the  black- 
and-white  mentality  that  fuels  the 
dogmatism  on  this  issue  and  recog¬ 
nize  that,  in  the  absence  of  revealed 
directives,  devout  Christians  may 
well  have  legitimate  differences  of 
opinion  about  abortion. 

James  S.  Hook 
Decatur,  Indiana 

Contradictions  noted 

Abortion  is  an  act  that  only  a 
woman  can  commit.  It  seems  unfair, 
therefore,  that  it  should  be  a  crime,  a 
crime  that  men  are  incapable  of 
committing — just  one  more  way  in 
which  women  are  disadvantaged. 

This  logic  appears  to  hold  sway 
with  most  spokespeople  in  favor  of 
legalizing  all  abortion.  The  position 
presupposes  an  adversarial  relation¬ 
ship  between  men  and  women  and 
disenfranchises  men  from  the  rights 
of  reproduction. 

This  position  also  entirely  disre¬ 
gards  society’s  interest  in  its  unborn 
citizens  with  the  potential  for  some 
very  peculiar  anomalies:  Millions  of 
dollars  and  untold  time  spent  on 


What  do  you  think? 


An  estimated  90,000  people  jammed  Hungary's  largest  stadium 
last  month  to  hear  evangelist  Billy  Graham  preach.  More  than 
25,000  crowded  onto  the  playing  field  in  response  to  Mr.  Gra¬ 
ham's  call  to  "come  to  Christ"  and  experience  new  life.  Ironi¬ 
cally,  this  event  occurred  during  a  time  when  membership 
reports  from  so-called  mainline  Protestant  denominations  in  the 


United  States  showed  a  continuing  decline  (see  related  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue).  What  do  you  think  is  the  single  most 
important  thing  that  mainline  U.S.  Christians  could  do  to  re¬ 
verse  that  decline  and  attract  more  followers  to  Christ?  Mail  re¬ 
sponses  to  Think,  National  Christian  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  222198, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


My  Witness 


Always  pay  attention  to  visitors  at  worship 


By  |UDY  CURRY 

I  don’t  know  what  I  was  looking 
for  that  November  Sunday  morning 
as  I  drove  into  the  parking  lot  of 
:  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church 
•  for  the  first  time.  I  knew  only  that  I 
was  miserable — feeling  extremely 
.  unloved  and  very  alone.  . 

As  I  looked  up,  I  saw  the  most 
magnificent  church  I  had  ever  seen. 
It  was  a  large,  white,  old-fashioned- 
looking  building  seemingly  extend- 
.  ing  a  warm  invitation  directly  to  me. 

I  walked  in  and  was  greeted  im- 
:  mediately  by  an  usher  full  of  smiles 
-  and  personality  plus.  I  sat  in  the 
.  back  and  in  a  few  minutes  noticed  a 
smiling  young  man  walking 
throughout  the  sanctuary,  talking 
with  everyone. 

When  he  came  to  me,  I  found  out 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Judy  Curry 
is  a  member  of 
Bethel  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Pond, 

Mo.  (Missouri  East  Annual  Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


that  he  was  the  minister.  He  spoke 
with  me  for  a  while  and  made  me 
feel  quite  at  home.  In  the  weeks  that 
followed,  I  discovered  that  his  min¬ 
gling  with  the  congregation  before 
services  was  a  common  practice. 
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Shortly  thereafter,  a  vivacious, 
very  attractive  lady  was  introducing 
herself  to  me.  She  asked  if  I  was  vis¬ 
iting.  When  I  said  yes,  she  asked  if 
she  might  join  me.  So  much  atten¬ 
tion — and  I  had  been  there  less 
than  15  minutes! 

The  organ  began  playing,  and  the 
choir  arrived,  lining  up  in  the  outer 
aisles  and  behind  the  last  row,  wait¬ 
ing  to  march  in.  I  felt  a  tap  on  my 
left  shoulder  as  I  heard  my  name 
being  called. 

My  former  choir  director  was 
standing  there.  She  threw  her  arms 
around  me  and  exclaimed  how  hap¬ 
py  she  was  to  see  me.  I  could  see 
that  she  really  was. 

When  I  first  parked  in  the  lot,  1 
thought  this  might  be  the  place  for 
me.  My  reception  from  three  loving 
strangers  reinforced  that  thought. 


Seeing  my  ex-choir  director 
clinched  it.  She  will  never  know 
how  close  to  tears  I  came  when  I 
first  saw  her  there.  I  knew  then  that 
this  was  going  to  be  my  church. 

That  was  almost  three  years  ago.  I 
thank  the  good  Lord  every  day  for 
sending  me  to  our  beloved  church.  I 
am  somebody  special  there. 

Please  remember  to  speak  when 
you  see  visitors  in  church.  It  means 
so  much  to  them,  especially  to  those 
who  are  hurting  and  searching.  I 
know  that  for  a  fact. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

/‘This  is  the  message  we  havd 
heard  from  him  and  proclaim  to 
you,  that  God  is  light  and  in  him  is 
no  darkness  at  all.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  2  Corinthians  9:6) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  27 

Monday:  Psalms  84 
Tuesday:  Jeremiah  28:1-4 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  28:  5-9 
Thursday:  Luke  13:22-30 
Friday:  Luke  13:31-35 
Saturday:  Hebrews  12:1 8-24 
Sunday:  Hebrews  12:25-29 


real  abortion  crisis 


prevention  and  cure  of  birth  de¬ 
fects,  as  if  the  patient  were  immea¬ 
surably  valuable.  At  the  same  time 
we’re  putting  to  death  unborn  ba¬ 
bies  who  are  defective  as  if  they  are 
not  worth  living. 

Society  can’t  stand  such  contra¬ 
dictory  messages  for  very  long.  Ei¬ 
ther  human  life  is  valuable  simply 
because  it  is  human,  or  human  life 
is  not  valuable  at  all. 

Prudence  Wells 
Spring,  Texas 

Let's  be  grass-roots  church 

This  reader  agrees  with  the  Aug.  4 
“Here  I  Stand”  by  Lonnie  Brooks 
headlined,  “Let’s  shift  power  to  the 
congregations.” 

However,  Mr.  Brooks  touched 
only  on  why  the  church  is  out  of 
touch  with  grass-roots  members.  I 
think  it  is  because  we  are  not  a 
“grass  roots”  church  but  a  “profes¬ 
sional”  church. 

Check  the  lists  of  “lay”  delegates 
to  the  1988  General  Conference. 
Find  out  how  many  of  them  were 
employees  of  a  local  church,  board 
or  other  church  organization.  You’ll 


find  Christian  education  directors, 
diaconal  ministers,  and  others. 

The  General  Conference  should 
be  divided  equally  between  “profes¬ 
sional”  and  lay  delegates.  I  submit 
that  the  professional  majority  de¬ 
cides  our  United  Methodist  pro¬ 
grams,  policies  and  financial  goals. 

We  laypeople  have  paid  too  much 
attention  to  sports  and  community 
activities  and  neglected  our  church. 
Come  on,  brothers  and  sisters,  let’s 
make  it  a  “grass  roots”  church. 

Jay  B.  Wingfield 
Tavares,  Florida 

Congratulations  on  design 

Congratulations  on  your  new  de¬ 
sign.  It  works  well. 

It’s  great  to  read  each  week  how 
pluralism  and  “the  connection”  co¬ 
exist. 

Charles  R.  Murray 
Neptune,  New  Jersey 

Paper's  now  easier  to  read 

I’m  impressed  by  the  new  style  of 
the  Reporter.  It’s  beautiful  and 
much  easier  to  read.  Good  job! 

Lane  Boyd 

’  Sweetwater,  Texas 


Here  I  Stand - 

Why  don't  we  talk  more 
about  promise  of  heaven? 


By  )IM  RANSOM 

In  one  of  our  midweek  Bible  stud¬ 
ies,  it  became  apparent  how  little 
thought  many  of  us  have  given  to  the 
Christian  concept  df  life  beyond  the 
grave,  of  Christ’s  promise  to  believ¬ 
ers  of  “life  everlasting,”  John  3:16. 

Last  year  our  church  studied  the 
people  of  the  U.S.S.R.,  and  this 
year  we’re  studying  poverty  and  ra¬ 
cial  injustice  in  South  Africa,  apart¬ 
heid. 

And  all  of  that  is  needful,  I’m  sure, 
but  at  no  time  in  recent  years  can  I 
recall  a  churchwide  study  on  the  the¬ 
ology  of  heaven  as  God’s  promise. 

Not  everyone  agrees  on  the  de¬ 
tails  of  God’s  promise  of  heaven, 
but  there  is  infinite  biblical  evi¬ 
dence  of  its  reality.  We’ve  already 
mentioned  John  3:16,  but  there  are 
countless  others  from  the  Gospels 
alone.  Take  a  Bible  with  a  concor¬ 
dance,  and  read  the  references  to 
“Heaven"  or  “Kingdom  of  God.” 

The  promise  of  everlasting  life  is 
basic  to  Christian  theology,  and  when 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum 
through  which  Re- 1- 
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The  Rev.  Jim  Ran- 1 
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we  give  it  little  thought  at  all,  we  only 
cheat  ourselves.  Worse  still,  future 
generations  come  along  often  unsure 
of  its  overwhelming  reality. 

St.  Paul  affirms  the  importance  of 
a  theology  of  resurrection:  “If  in  this 
life  only  we  have  hope  in  Christ,  we 
are  of  all  men  (people)  most  miser¬ 
able”  (1  Corinthians  15:19). 


What  others  are  saying 


“The  Pharisees  were  our  kind  of 
people.  They  were  big  on  steward¬ 
ship,  espoused  high  moral  stand¬ 
ards.  believed  the  Scriptures  and 
were  faithful  in  worship.  Isn’t  it 
strange  that  Jesus  released  his  most 
biting  rebuke  on  people  who  were 
so  similar  to  ourselves?” 

— Larry  Lewis,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board. 


*  *  * 

"Lord  Jesus,  if  I  love  and  serve  my 
neighbor 

Out  of  my  knowledge,  leisure, 
power  or  wealth. 

Open  my  eyes  lo  understand  his 
anger 

If  in  his  helplessness  he  hates  my 
help. " 

— Brian  Wren,  British  Methodist 
hymn  writer 


Welcome  to  our  new  readers  in  Houston 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  300 
member-families  of  Cornerstone 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Hous¬ 
ton  (Texas  Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent 
to  the  more  than  360  local  churches 
across  the  United  States  that  pub¬ 
lish  special  editions  of  the  Reporter. 
These  editions  combine  local 
church  news  with  general  religious 


news  and  opinion  and  are  mailed  as 
one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  we  say,  “Welcome,”  We  hope 
you  find  your  new  church  paper  in¬ 
teresting  and  informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  and 
opinion  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 


DOES  YOUR  CHURCH  WANT  TO: 


•  increase  giving! 

•  increase  participaj 

•  increase  mpfaij 

•  increase 


m 


worldwide  fellowship  of 


(T  a.  . 

our  congregation! 
sen$e  of  belong 
Chnstianst*)T  '  gf" 

A  local  Wurch  edition  of  the  UnltedWIethodlst  Reporter  (weekly)  or 
UltRed  Method!*?'  Review  (biweekly)  can  help  any  congregation  on  all 
th^xjoocerp*:  A  UMR  edition:  Jk 

•  proyide|c£onsistent  contact  with  members — so  ii|j|ffrtant  to  their  par- 
ticipatfon  and  attendance. 

•  allows  vivid  presentation  of  your  church’s  life-^tdjgn  pastpfal  care  con¬ 
cerns  to  new  visitors  and  new  member  dMuregaBinani^at  updates. 

•  provides  indepth  and  insightful  informagtf^^n  dialogue  about  what  is 
going  on  in  the  church —  regionally  natid^ly  and  world  wide. 

Well  informed  Christians  anUditapfb  be  bio  re  committed  church 

j* 

Call  us  collect  today  to  3l$5l|5fhQ»fl».l}MR  edition  can  increase  your 
members'  sense  of  pride  arafci.vmv(Phent  in  the  church. ..and  at  a  cost 
within  the  reach  of  most  congregjttdhs,  -  £ 

Call  collecf(2 14)  630-6495 
_ Ron  Adams-  UMR  Special  Editions _ 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

watch 

STAFF  CUTS:  Eighl  executive  staff  posi¬ 
tions  are  being  eliminated  for  1990  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Brian  A.  Fetter- 
man,  head  of  the  division, 
said  the  layoffs  are  the  re¬ 
sult  of  program  reductions 
being  made  for  the  1990 
.budget.  Three  of  the  posi¬ 
tions  are  vacant.  Some  sup¬ 
port  staff  positions  also  will  be  eliminated,  he 
said.  A  year  ago,  division  directors  eliminated 
1 1  executive  staff  positions  and  six  support  staff 
positions  to  cut  costs. 

TASTY  MENU:  The  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference  signed  a  $90  million 
covenant  last  week  with  a  restaurant  chain  to 
channel  money  into  black  communities.  The 
Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  president  of  the  Atlanta- 
based  agency,  said,  “The  covenant  [with  Shoney’s 
Inc.  of  Nashville]  calls  for  minority  recruitment 
and  special  management  training  programs  to  in¬ 
crease  African-American  representation  in  the 
company’s  over  600  owned  and  operated  stores.” 

'  Dr.  Lowery  is  pastor  of  Cascade  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Atlanta. 

POLICE  PRAYER  FLAP:  Philadelphia 
police  have  been  assured  that  they  will  no  long¬ 
er  be  asked  to  hold  hands  and  pray  during  roll 
calls.  They  objected  when  evangelist  Yvonne  C. 
Yates  of  Mount  Airy  Baptist  Church  urged  a 
dozen  officers  in  the  35th  Police  District  to  hold 
hands  while  she  led  them  in  prayer  recently.  Ms. 
Yates  was  a  volunteer  in  a  program  that  occa¬ 
sionally  has  members  of  the  clergy  riding  the 
streets  with  police  officers. 

BAPTIST  BORN?:  Does  Soviet  leader 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  come  from  a  Baptist  family? 

■  -A  migrant  pastor  from  the 
Soviet  Union,  Hermann 
: -Hartfeld  of  Zurich,  Switzer¬ 
land,  said  that  as  a  child, 

Mr.  Gorbachev  attended  a 
registered  Baptist  church  in 
Stavropol  in  the  Caucasus 
Mountains  with  his  parents. 

The  58-year-old  Mr. 

Gorbachev  recently  told  re-  Mikhail  Gorbachev 
porters,  “Yes,  I  was  baptized.  I  don’t  think  that 
is  uncommon.”  Until  now,  it  was  believed  that 
Mr.  Gorbachev's  mother  was  Russian-Orthodox. 

PARSONAGE  TAX  OPPOSED: 

An  attorney  for  churches  in  Nashville  has  argued 
that  if  the  city  succeeds  in  its  efforts  to  tax  par¬ 
sonages,  other  facilities  in  churches  may  be  next. 
"What  about  the  bathrooms,  the  kitchens  and  the 
fellowship  halls?"  asked  attorney  Bob  Dozier.  He 
was  responding  to  an  argument  by  Nashville  City 
Attorney  Kitty  Calhoon  that  a  parsonage  may  be 
granted  a  tax  exemption  “if  it  is  held  and  used  ex¬ 
clusively  for  religious  purposes.” 

NEW  BISHOP:  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  West  Germany  has  a  new  bishop.  The 
Rev.  Walter  Klaiber,  director  of  the  UM-related 
theological  seminary  at  Reutlingen,  was  elected  to 
succeed  Bishop  Hermann  Sticher,  62,  who  retired 
after  serving  12  years.  There  are  about  32,000 
United  Methodists  in  West  Germany. 

TM  SORRY':  Richard  Dortch,  the  for¬ 
mer  PTL  official  who  recently  pleaded  guilty  to 
federal  fraud  and  conspira¬ 
cy  charges,  has  turned  over 
$300,000  of  his  pension 
from  the  Assemblies  of  God 
to  the  Pinellas  Park  (Fla.) 
Wesleyan  Church.  Its  pas¬ 
tor.  the  Rev.  Larry  Free¬ 
man,  quoted  Mr.  Dortch  as 
.saying,  “It  is  the  only  way  I 
know  to  say  I’m  sorry."  Mr. 
Dortch  was  defrocked  by  the  Assemblies  of  God 
two  years  ago  for  his  involvement  in  covering 
up  the  sex-and-money  scandal  that  eventually 
led  to  the  bankruptcy  and  reorganization  of  the 
PTL  ministries. 

MORE  DOORS  OPENING:  For 

the  first  time,  an  evangelical  student  mission 
has  officially  been  allowed  to  establish  itself  in 
an  Eastern  European  country.  The  Polish 
branch  of  the  international  student  mission — 
the  Christian  Student  Union — now  has  state  ap¬ 
proval  to  work  at  universities  in  Poland. 

CAUTIOUS:  Two  Russian  Orthodox 
;  priests,  in  the  United  States  without  their  govem- 
;  ment’s  permission,  said  political  ferment  in  the 
Soviet  Union  is  jeopardizing  the  country’s  halting 
I  steps  toward  greater  religious  freedom.  The  Revs. 

Gleb  Yakunin  and  George  Edelshtein  said  a  well- 
|  entrenched,  middle-level  Soviet  bureaucracy  re¬ 
mains  deeply  hostile  toward  organized  religion. 
;  The  Soviet  secret  police  still  dominates  the  coun¬ 
try’s  official  religious  life,  they  said. 

RAPTURE  IN  1989:  Last  year  the 
World  Bible  Society  distributed  about  4.5  mil- 
;  lion  copies  of  a  book  by  retired  NASA  engineer 
:  Edgar  Whisenant  titled,  “Eighty-eight  Reasons 
Why  the  Rapture  Will  be  in  1988.”  When  the 
;  prediction  about  the  date  born-again  Christians 
would  be  taken  into  heaven  didn’t  come  true, 
:  Mr.  Whisenant  simply  recalculated  and  came 
I  up  with  a  date  of  Sept.  1,  1989.  He  said  he  for- 
•  got  the  first  century  only  had  99  years. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 
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Some  denominations  grow;  some  don't 

Catholic ,  conservative  Protestant  numbers  up;  ' mainline '  churches  down 


1986-87  Membership  Changes 
in  10  Largest  U.S.  Churches 


CHURCH 

1.  Roman  Catholic  Church 

2.  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

3.  United  Methodist  Church 

4.  Natl.  Baptist  Convention,  U.S.A. 

5.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 

6.  Mormon  Church 

7.  Church  of  God  in  Christ 

8.  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 

9.  Natl.  Baptist  Conv.  of  America 
10.  Lutheran  Church-MIssouri  Synod 

SOURCE:  Yearbook 


’87  MEMBERS  Gain/Loss 

54.5  million  +  1.14% 

14.7  million  +0.74% 

9.1  million  —0.74% 

5.5  million  (1958  figure) 

5.3  million  —0.71% 

4  million  +  3.62% 

3.7  million  (1982  figure) 

3  million  —1.31% 

2.7  million  (1956  figure) 

2.6  million  —0.61% 

of  American  and  Canadian  Churches  1989 


Religious  News  Service 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  a  number  of  conservative 
Protestant  churches  continued  to 
grow  in  1987,  according  to  the  just- 
released  1989  "Yearbook  of  Amer¬ 
ican  and  Canadian  Churches.” 

But  many  "mainline”  Protestant 
denominations  experienced  anoth¬ 
er  year  of  membership  losses. 

Total  membership  figures  for 
1987,  the  latest  data  available, 
showed  that  143.8  million  Ameri¬ 
cans  (58.6  percent  of  the  U.S.  pop¬ 
ulation)  belonged  to  one  of  the  219 
religious  bodies  listed  in  the  year¬ 
book.  That  compares  to  142.8  mil¬ 
lion  in  the  1988  yearbook. 

Most  membership  gains  were 
only  slightly  ahead  of  the  1  per¬ 
cent  growth  in  the  U.S.  popula¬ 
tion  during  1987,  yearbook 
figures  indicate. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church 
reported  a  1 . 1 4  percent  increase, 
from  52.9  million  in  1986  to  53.5 
million  in  1987. 

The  country’s  largest  Protes¬ 
tant  denomination,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  grew  by  0.74 


percent — from  14.6  million  to 
14.7  million. 

Some  of  the  largest  percentage 
increases  were  recorded  by  small 
conservative  denominations  such 
as  the  Christian  and  Missionary 
Alliance  (up  2.33  percent),  the 
Church  of  God  (up  5.24  percent), 
Church  of  the  Nazarene  (up  2.42 
percent)  and  International 


Church  of  the  Foursquare  Gospel 
(up  3.28  percent). 

Larger  conservative  churches 
reporting  gains  in  membership 
include  the  Assemblies  of  God 
(up  1.2  percent),  Jehovah’s  Wit¬ 
nesses  (up  2.77  percent)  and  Sev¬ 
enth-day  Adventist  Church  (up 
1.43  percent). 

All  the  mainline  denominations 


showed  membership  losses  in  the 
latest  listing:  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ), 
down  1.81  percent;  the  Episcopal 
Church,  down  1.69  percent;  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.), 
down  1.31  percent;  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  down  0.81  per¬ 
cent;  and  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  down  0.74  percent. 

The  1989  yearbook,  57th  in  a 
series  of  reports  dating  from 
1916,  was  released  Aug.  14  by 
the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Communication  Unit. 

In  a  section  highlighting  trends 
in  giving,  the  1989  yearbook  re¬ 
ports  that  nine  U.S.  Protestant 
denominations  that  regularly  rec¬ 
ord  giving  and  membership  sta¬ 
tistics  experienced  a  total  giving 
increase  of  6.2  percent — com¬ 
pared  to  a  4.4  percent  inflation 
rate — despite  a  total  drop  in 
membership  of  40,357. 

Average  gifts  to  churches  per 
person  went  from  $320.76  in 
1986  to  $342.76  in  1987. 

Denominations  reporting  giving 
increases  were  the  American  Bap¬ 
tist  Churches  (up  8.8  percent), 


Episcopal  Church  (up  4.1  per¬ 
cent),  Lutheran  Church-Missouri 
Synod  (up  1.7  percent),  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  (U.S.A.)  (up  2.6 
percent).  Seventh-day  Adventist 
Church  (up  2.6  percent).  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (up  4.3  per¬ 
cent),  United  Church  of  Christ  (up 
5.2  percent)  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  (up  5.4  percent). 

Only  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  among  the 
nine  denominations  saw  annual 
per-capita  giving  slip  in  1987,  the 
yearbook  shows.  The  total  went 
down  by  0.03  percent. 

When  inflation  is  taken  into 
account,  yearbook  figures  indi¬ 
cate  that  gifts  to  churches  have 
increased  in  real  terms  less  than 
1 .4  percent  a  year  since  1961. 

Another  analysis  in  the  year¬ 
book  reveals  that  Americans 
gave  an  average  2.74  percent  of 
their  disposable  income  to 
churches  in  1985.  That  compares 
to  3.05  percent  in  1968. 

Personal  disposable  income  in¬ 
creased  31  percent  in  constant 
1982  dollars  between  1968  and 
1985,  the  yearbook  reports. 
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United  Methodist  youths  go  for  the  'gold' 

AMES,  Iowa — Cheering  United  Methodist  teen-agers  from  across  the  United  States  cele¬ 
brate  winning  first  place  in  the  "NYMOlympics"  held  during  the  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization's  recent  annual  convocation.  The  teen  divided  into  teams  mythically  repre¬ 
senting  a  nation — India,  in  the  case  of  the  “gold  medal"  winners— and  competed  in  two 
dozen  events.  Those  included  filling  buckets  with  cups  of  water,  eating,  making  necklaces 
with  20  beads,  reciting  the  Apostles'  Creed,  singing  the  Wesley  Grace  and  pitching  a  soft- 
ball  through  a  target. 


Spirit  of  Aldersgate  takes 
UMs  to  'another  world' 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— Al¬ 
dersgate  ’89  was  “another 
world”  for  the  average  United 
Methodist. 

There  were  “clap  offerings  to 
the  Lord,”  singing  and  praying  in 
tongues,  exuberant  hand-waving 
praise,  and  healing  services. 

When  soloist  Lee  Ann  Wil¬ 
liamson  brought  an  audience  of 
more  than  1,700  charismatic 
United  Methodists  to  their  feet 
with  a  soaring  presentation  of 
“We  Shall  Behold  Him,”  the 
speaker  who  followed  her 
summed  up  the  spirit  of  Alders¬ 
gate  ’89. 

“Shall  we  sing.  ‘I’ll  fly  away,’ 
or  shall  we  just  do  it?”  he  asked. 

The  national  conference  on 
the  Holy  Spirit,  sponsored  by 
the  United  Methodist  Renewal 
Services  Fellowship,  targeted 
ideas  to  nurture  spiritual  renew¬ 
al  in  the  denomination. 

Renewel  methods  studied 

Conference  workshops  ex¬ 
plored  the  work  of  home  minis¬ 
try  groups,  prayer,  the  meaning 
of  spiritual  gifts,  healing  and 
parish  renewal — elements  these 
United  Methodists  believe  can 
lead  to  revival  in  congregations. 

Jim  Bowling,  a  layman  from 
Bedford,  Texas,  said  that  home 
groups  have  become  the  “vital 
heartbeat’’  of  his  growing 
1 ,897-member  church. 

Other  seminars  covered 
“baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit,” 
the  role  of  Emmaus  Walk  spiri¬ 


tual  life  retreats  in  church  re¬ 
newal.  praying  for  renewal, 
witnessing  in  the  marketplace, 
and  sex  and  Christianity. 

One  participant,  Joyce  Banks 
of  Knoxville,  Iowa,  a  veteran  of 
five  of  the  annual  Aldersgate 
conferences,  said  she  believes 
that  this  year’s  gathering  was 
the  best  ever. 

“We  got  into  ‘high  praise’  the 
first  night,”  she  said. 

'God  is  calling  out' 

Speakers  for  Aldersgate  ’89 
included  the  Rev.  Tommy  Ty¬ 
son,  described  by  several  speak¬ 
ers  as  the  “venerable  prophet  of 
renewal”  in  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Dr.  Tyson  of  Chapel  Hill, 
N.C..  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
fellowship,  told  an  opening  night 
crowd  of  nearly  1,400  people 
that  God  is  calling  out  to  His 
people  through  the  voices  of  the 
poor,  through  people  with  ac¬ 
quired  immune  deficiency  syn¬ 
drome  and  through  “baffled 
world  leaders.” 

He  said  that  even  those  world 
leaders  are  recognizing  that  the 
solutions  to  the  growing  crises 
are  beyond  the  power  of  human 
means. 

“We  need  miracles,"  said  the 
veteran  evangelist.  “I  not  only 
believe  in  miracles.  I’d  like  to  see 
a  few  more  of  them." 

“Miracles  are  needed  to  con¬ 
front  today's  pagan  culture.  Dr. 
Tyson  said. 

Miracles — modern-day  mir¬ 
acles — are  what  many  of  the 


participants  in  Aldersgate  be¬ 
lieve  in. 

"We’re  empowered  for  minis¬ 
try,"  said  the  Rev.  Robert  G. 
Tuttle  Jr.,  a  professor  at  Gar¬ 
rett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  III. 

"I  think  that  we  ought  to  be 
doing  the  stuff  that  Jesus  did.  I 
think  that  we  ought  to  be  rais¬ 
ing  some  dead  folks.” 

Activities  at  Aldersgate  ’89 
are  “not  the  whole  answer  [to 
renewal].”  Dr.  Tuttle  said. 

"But  it's  a  part  of  it,  let  me 
tell  you."  he  said.  “This  church 
is  going  to  have  to  wake  up, 
starting  with  you,  folks." 

Song  done  in  'tongues' 

Dr.  Francis  McNutt,  a  former 
Roman  Catholic  priest,  elicited 
sobs  from  some  in  the  audience 
during  an  evening  service  as  he 
sang  in  “tongues” — sounds  ut¬ 
tered  under  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit — for  healings  of 
both  maladies  and  memories. 

Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Ar¬ 
kansas  Area)  told  a  standing- 
room-only  luncheon  audience 
that  renewal  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  will  come 
from  its  grass  roots. 

"It’s  going  to  come  from  peo¬ 
ple  like  you."  he  said,  going  on 
to  cite  six  ways  that  local  pas¬ 
tors  and  congregations  can  help 
nuture  a  spirit  of  renewal  (see 
UMR.  Aug.  18). 

Bishop  Wilke  is  the  author  of 
"Are  We  Yet  Alive”  and  “Signs 
and  Wonders,"  books  that  have 
heartened  members  of  the  re¬ 
newal  movement. 


UMs  offer  'wish  list' 
for  book  of  worship 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— United  Method¬ 
ists  want  a  new,  flexible,  inclusive, 
understandable  book  of  worship  ritu¬ 
als  that  can  be  used  more  often  by  lay 
worship  leaders  as  well  as  pastors. 

Those  are  the  most  common  re¬ 
sults  from  six  months  of  surveying 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
about  what  a  companion  resource 
book  to  the  new  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  should  be  like. 

The  survey  results  were  given  to  a 
special  worship  book  study  commit¬ 
tee  during  its  meeting  Aug.  16-20. 

The  current  Book  of  Worship  for 
Church  and  Home,  adopted  by  the 
1964  General  Conference,  contains 
official  rites,  orders  of  worship,  an 
anthology  of  material  for  use 
throughout  the  liturgical  year,  acts 
of  praise  and  special  ceremonies. 


✓  More  alternative  orders  of  wor¬ 
ship  for  holidays  and  “special  days” 
such  as  Rural  Life  Sunday. 

✓  Revival  of  the  infant  dedica¬ 
tion,  as  opposed  to  infant  baptism, 
service  from  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  tradition. 

y  Native  American,  black  and 
Korean  alternatives  to  general  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

✓  Spanish-English  bilingual  or¬ 
ders  for  general  worship  services. 

Nearly  300,000  printed  surveys 
garnered  1,400  responses,  said  the 
Rev.  Thomas  A.  “Andy”  Langford 
III,  head  of  the  Section  on  Worship 
of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Two  special  meetings  explored 
the  worship  needs  of  small-mem¬ 
bership  churches  and  the  worship 
traditions  among  Native  American, 
black,  Asian  and  Hispanic  United 
Methodists  (see  UMR,  Aug.  4). 


Many  wishes  listed 

Survey  respondents  had  long 
“wish  lists”  of  the  types  of  rites 
they’d  like  to  see  in  a  new  worship 
book,  said  Paul  Franklyn,  editor  of 
professional  books  for  Abingdon 
Press,  a  division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

The  publishing  house  helped  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  com¬ 
pile  the  survey  results. 

Rites  that  respondents  said  they 
want  in  a  new  worship  book  include: 

y  More  variety  in  marriage  and 
funeral  ceremonies,  prayers,  calls  to 
worship  and  collects. 

y  Use  of  contemporary  inclusive 
language,  with  some  “classic”  prayers 
preserved  in  traditional  language. 


Focus  groups  consulted 

In  addition,  six  of  the  study  com¬ 
mittee’s  18  members  met  with  from 
five  to  10  “focus  groups.” 

Each  group  involved  10  to  15 
participants,  including  members  of 
the  clergy,  diaconal  ministers,  musi¬ 
cians,  lay  pastors  and  laypeople. 

The  Rev.  Theodore  G.  Colescott  of 
Northfield,  Minn.,  said  that  many 
people  asked  for  services  to  send 
forth  volunteers  in  mission,  for  heal¬ 
ing  services  and  for  “rites  of  passage” 
to  mark  certain  stages  of  life. 

"Most  of  all,  the  groups  wanted 
us  to  incorporate  things  into  the 
worship  book  that  say  the  church  is 
involved  in  all  aspects  of  life,"  Mr. 
Colescott  emphasized. 


Caucuses  asked  to  help 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— United  Method¬ 
ism’s  special  study  committee  com¬ 
piling  a  new  worship  book  wants  to 
have  help  from  the  church’s  unoffi¬ 
cial  racial-ethnic  caucuses. 

The  problem  is  committee  mem¬ 
bers  don’t  think  that  they  can  pay 
the  representatives’  travel  expenses. 

Members  debated  last  week  for 
about  45  minutes  the  cost  of  adding 
black,  Hispanic,  Asian  and  Native 
American  consultants  to  the  1 8-per¬ 
son  study  panel. 

Eventually  panel  members  agreed: 

■  To  welcome  the  caucus  repre¬ 
sentatives  as  consultants. 

■  To  provide  the  consultants 
with  minutes  of  committee  meet¬ 
ings  and  seek  their  responses  to 
work  in  progress. 

■  To  encourage  the  consultants 
and  the  Fellowship  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  Worship,  Music  and  Other 
Arts  to  join  in  researching  alterna¬ 
tive  funding  that  would  allow  con¬ 
sultants  to  attend  meetings. 

The  panel  has  a  $70,000  budget 
for  its  work  through  1 992,  said  the 
Rev.  Thomas  A.  "Andy”  Langford 
III,  head  of  the  Section  on  Worship 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

About  $20,000  of  that  money, 
from  the  board’s  sale  of  worship  re¬ 
sources,  has  already  been  spent  on 
travel  and  other  expenses,  he  said. 


Retired  Bishop  Ole  Borgen  said 
the  financial  question  posed  a  "moral 
problem”  for  the  study  panel. 

“All  of  these  are  unofficial  cau¬ 
cuses,”  Bishop  Borgen  said.  “If  we 
fund  these  and  not  others,  it  could 
be  considered  discrimination.  I 
think  we  must  either  fund  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  all  caucuses,  including 
those  officially  related  to  the 
church,  or  none.” 

Representatives  recommended  by 
the  Multi-Cultural  Roundtable  are: 

■  The  Rev.  John  B.  Rathod  of 
Evanston,  Ill.,  Asian. 

■  The  Rev.  Fred  A.  Shaw  of 
Maineville,  Ohio,  Native  American. 

■  The  Rev.  William  Farley  Smith 
of  Englewood,  N.J.,  black. 

■  The  Rev.  Eradio  Valverde  Jr. 
of  Mission,  Texas,  Hispanic. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


YOU  ARE 
INVITED 

To  Join 

Rev.  Buddy  and  Julia  Miller 
on  tour  o*  the  Holy  Land  and 
Oberammergau  Passion  Play 
June  19th- July  3,  1990 
For  Information: 

Rev.  Buddy  Miller,  16335  El  Camlno 
Real,  Houston,  TX  77062.  Telephone: 
(713)488-5110  (0),  488-2215  (H). 
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ZAIRE  CELEBRATION:  When  Meth¬ 
odist  missionaries  went  to  Zaire  some  75  years 
ago,  little  did  they  know 
that  the  region  would  some¬ 
day  set  the  pace  for  church 
growth  in  their  denomina¬ 
tion.  Today,  Zaire  is  the 
fastest  growing  region  of 
United  Methodism,  with 
more  than  432,000  mem¬ 
bers.  Three  annual  confer¬ 
ences  of  the  Central  Zaire 
episcopal  area  alone  have  at  least  200,000  mem¬ 
bers.  And  the  North  Shaba  Annual  Conference 
has  131,500  members  (with  a  1989  goal  of 
25.000  new  members).  Bishop  J.  Lloyd  Knox 
(Birmingham,  Ala.,  Area),  who  recently  visited 
the  Central  African  nation,  said,  “The  recent 
rapid  growth  of  United  Methodism  in  Zaire  can 
be  attributed  to  the  excellent  foundations  laid 
by  missionaries  and  the  splendid  efforts  of  na¬ 
tional  leadership.” 

UMS  SEND  GREETINGS:  Wesley 

United  Methodist  Church  in  Concord,  N.H., 
was  one  of  10  U.S.  parties 
to  a  telephone  and  televi¬ 
sion  satellite  hookup  to 
send  greetings  to  Nicara¬ 
guan  President  Daniel  Orte¬ 
ga  on  the  10th  anniversary 
of  the  revolution  in  his 
country.  Irene  Irving,  chair¬ 
woman  of  the  event  and  an 
elected  director  of  the  Gen-  ,rene  Irving 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  commended 
“the  Nicaraguan  people  for  their  valor  in  pur¬ 
suit  of  freedom,  justice  and  self-determina¬ 
tion.” 

KENYA  POTATO  PROJECT: 

Members  of  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew  are  as¬ 
sisting  Methodists  in  Kenya  with  agricultural 
development  through  the  construction  of  the 
Giika  Polytechnic  Institute.  The  Rev.  Ray  Bu¬ 
chanan,  co-founder  of  the  society,  said  con¬ 
struction  on  the  agricultural  and  technical 
training  facility  was  started  last  year  after  a  re¬ 
quest  to  extend  the  United  Methodist-related 
hunger  program  to  Africa.  Mr.  Buchanan  said 
the  society  plans  to  continue  its  agricultural 
work  in  Kenya  and  has  invited  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Misheck  Kanake  to  visit  the  United  States 
this  fall  to  see  the  society’s  anti-hunger  work. 
The  society  is  best-known  in  the  United  States 
for  potato-gleaning  projects. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Korean  UMs  make  factory  produce 

Pastor's  prayers ,  fasting  lead  to  vision  of  new  site  for  growing  congregation 


REPORTER  STAFf  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  AST1F 

CARSON,  Calif. — Some  of  the  100  children  who  attended  Vacation  Bible  School  at  Zion  Korean 
United  Methodist  Church  wave  their  hands  and  sing  for  the  congregation  during  a  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Events  involving  entire  families  are  key  parts  of  the  450-member  church's  minis¬ 
tries. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

CARSON,  Calif.— The  Rev. 
Paul  C.H.  Chung  had  a  vision. 

After  100  days  of  prayer  and 
periodic  fasting  in  August  1983, 
the  Korean  United  Methodist 
pastor  said  he  saw  a  picture  in 
his  mind  of  a  factory. 

Could  this  unlikely  building  be 
the  answer  to  the  prayers  of  Zion 
Korean  United  Methodist 
Church,  he  wondered.  Could  it 
be  a  permanent  site  for  the  con- 
gregation,  one  of  45  Korean 
United  Methodist  groups  in  the 
Los  Angeles  area? 

Soon  after,  Mr.  Chung  was 
driving  down  Lomita  Boulevard 
when  he  was  jolted  by  the  sight 
of  the  real-life  building  he’d  envi¬ 
sioned  in  his  mind.  It  was  indeed 
a  worn-out  factory,  on  sale  for 
nearly  $950,000. 

“We  had  raised  only  about 
$17,000  [for  a  building],”  Mr. 
Chung  said.  “After  I  told  the 
owner  we  wanted  the  building  for 
our  church,  he  lowered  the  price 
by  $350,000." 

Church  makes  leap  of  faith 

Using  its  $17,000  as  a  down 
payment,  the  Zion  Korean  UMC 
congregation  bought  the  factory 
and  adjacent  lots  in  April  1984. 
The  church  had  about  1 20  mem¬ 
bers  at  the  time. 

That  leap  of  faith  proved  to  be 
a  pivotal  event  for  the  growing 
Korean  congregation,  which  now 
has  450  members  and  serves  an¬ 
other  200  or  so  constituents. 

Today,  Zion  Korean  UMC  is 
an  oasis  of  hope  and  beauty  amid 
Carson’s  gritty  industrial  land¬ 
scape. 

Oriental  gates  are  supported  by 
gateposts  bearing  the  church’s 
name  in  Korean  characters.  A 
200-car  parking  lot  is  relieved  by 
islands  of  greenery.  A  fountain 
and  rock  garden  dominate  the 
center  court.  A  gigantic  mural  of 
a  smiling  Christ  beckons  visitors 
into  the  sanctuary. 

Zion  Korean  UMC  moved 


into  its  new  home  in  May  1985 
as  work  on  the  building  contin¬ 
ued.  The  congregation  had  met 
at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  nearby  Torrance  since 
it  was  chartered  in  1978  with 
about  100  members. 

The  church  is  ready  for  new 
challenges,  now  that  its  building 
bustles  with  God’s  work,  said  Mr. 
Chung  (see  accompanying  story). 

Holy  Spirit  leads  way 

To  hear  Mr.  Chung  and  the 
church's  lay  leaders  tell  it,  every 
step  of  the  building  renovation 
was  first  trod  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

"One  day  I  saw  an  earthmover 
with  a  bumper  sticker  that  said 
‘Jesus  Saves,’  ”  Mr.  Chung  said. 
“So  I  followed  it. 

"After  a  few  blocks  the  man 
driving  stopped  and  asked  why  I 
was  following  him.  I  told  him  I 
was  a  pastor,  and  we  were  build¬ 
ing  a  church,  and  I  asked  if  he 
could  help  us.” 

The  equipment  driver,  Willis 
Clark,  subsequently  donated 
$70,000  worth  of  lot  clearing  and 
cleaning  to  Zion  Korean  UMC, 
Mr.  Chung  said. 

Members  donated  $800,000  to 
renovate,  equip  and  furnish  the 
structure,  Mr.  Chung  said. 

Members  also  gave  of  them¬ 
selves,  the  pastor  said.  Men  com¬ 
pleted  a  full  day’s  work  and  then' 
arrived  at  the  church  to  labor  un¬ 
der  lights  at  night.  Families  gave 
up  their  weekends  to  work  at  the 
church. 

God  guides  new  ministries 

As  they  develop  new  minis¬ 
tries,  members  are  convinced 
that  God  will  continue  to  lead 
them,  as  they  were  led  to  their 
permanent  location. 

“Our  Long  Beach  District  su¬ 
perintendent,  [the  Rev.]  Don 


Kennedy,  did  some  historical  re¬ 
search  for  us  after  we  moved 
here,"  said  Dr.  Jong  Ryu,  anoth¬ 
er  lay  leader,  of  the  Lomita  Bou¬ 
levard  site. 

“He  discovered  that  originally 
our  location  had  been  that  of  a 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CARSON,  Calif. — Zion  Korean 
United  Methodist  Church’s  physi¬ 
cal  beauty  mirrors  the  spiritual 
beauty  that  the  church  represents 
for  its  predominantly  first-genera¬ 
tion  immigrant  congregation. 

Evangelism  and  education  form 
the  cornerstones  of  Zion  Korean’s 
programs,  said  Yong  Im,  one  of 
the  church’s  lay  leaders. 

“It  is  not  possible  to  survive  in 
this  country  without  Jesus,”  said 
Mr.  Im.  “The  temptations  are 


German  Methodist  church  that 
disbanded. 

“God  is  jealous,”  added  Dr. 
Ryu,  a  former  college  communica¬ 
tions  professor.  “He  didn’t  want 
any  business  to  have  His  site.” 

"The  Church  Aflame"  series 


too  great.” 

To  assure  the  spiritual  and 
emotional  well-being  of  its  pari- 
shoners,  Zion  Korean  concen¬ 
trates  on  Bible  study  and  on 
keeping  families  together 
through  regular  church-centered 
activities,  said  Mr.  Im. 

Nearly  a  third  of  the  church’s 
$430,000  budget  goes  to  educa¬ 
tion  alone,  said  the  Rev.  Paul 
C.H.  Chung,  pastor. 

A  recent  vacation  Bible  school, 
taught  by  high-school  and  college 
students,  drew  1 50  children. 


features  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  of  all  sizes  that  are 
growing  numerically,  shoulder¬ 
ing  their  fair  share  of  the  denom¬ 
ination's  financial  obligations 
and  offering  outstanding  minis¬ 
tries  in  their  communities. 


Sunday  school  classes  run  two 
hours,  first  in  Korean,  then  in 
English.  “It  is  very  important  for 
the  second  generation  to  learn 
Korean,"  said  Mr.  Chung. 

The  congregation  also  main¬ 
tains  ties  with  its  homeland  by 
supporting  three  Methodist 
churches  in  Korea. 

Mr.  Chung  hopes  that  Zion  Ko¬ 
rean’s  community  outreach  will 
expand  soon  to  a  mission  for  the 
Korean  crews  of  ships  that  visit 
nearby  California  harbors. 

— CYNTHIA  8.  ASTLE 


We  can't  survive  in  U.S.  without  Jesus 
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KABANKALAN,  Philippines — The  Rev.  Patricia  Brown,  a  United 
Methodist  mission  board  executive,  comforts  an  infant  at  an  evacu¬ 
ee  camp  in  the  Philippines.  The  infant's  mother,  despairing  because 
regional  violence  has  driven  members  of  her  family  from  their 
homes  and  threatened  their  lives,  asked  Ms.  Brown  to  take  the  baby 
with  her. 


Red  Bird  school  seeks  more  money 


UM  staffer 
helps  protect 
Filipinos 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist  missions  ex¬ 
ecutive  was  among  Christians  who 
responded  to  an  appeal  last  month 
for  an  international  presence  to  pro¬ 
tect  refugees  at  a  Roman  Catholic 
seminary  in  the  Philippines. 

The  Rev.  Patricia  Brown,  mission 
evangelism  executive  with  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
spent  five  days  in  Negros  Occiden¬ 
tal  in  July. 

She  was  in  the  Philippines  to  at¬ 
tend  Lausanne  II,  an  international 
congress  on  world  evangelism. 

She  said  she  learned  of  the  appeal 
for  “international  friends"  by  Bish¬ 
op  Antonio  Fortich  through  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  of  the 
Philippines. 

The  Roman  Catholic  bishop  said 
he  hoped  that  the  presence  of  reli¬ 
gious  and  intemation  people  at  Sa¬ 
cred  Heart  Seminary  in  Bacolod 
would  dissuade  armed  vigilantes 
from  attacking  some  600  refugees 
seeking  sanctuary  there. 

Fifteen  armed  men  had  appeared 
on  the  seminary  grounds  July  8, 
threatening  to  attack  if  refugees 
didn’t  leave. 

The  refugees  fled  their  mountain 
villages  during  a  military  action 
against  what  is  considered  a  com¬ 
munist  insurgency. 

Ms.  Brown  visited  the  seminary 
with  10  others. 

Ms.  Brown  said  she  believes  her 
brief  presence  and  that  of  others  at 
the  seminary  gave  the  evacuees  a  re¬ 
prieve  from  fear. 

The  church  is  “hoping  for  a  con¬ 
tinuing  international  presence  to 
give  the  people  a  safe  place  until 
they  can  return  home  or  be  relo¬ 
cated,"  she  said. 

Most  evacuees  are  branded  as 
communist  sympathizers  by  vigi¬ 
lante  groups  and  even  the  army. 

“They’re  very  frightened  to  leave 
because  they  could  just  be  picked 
off,”  said  Ms.  Brown. 

Poster  boards  bearing  pictures  of 
villagers  who  had  been  mutilated  and 
killed  gave  a  grim  explanation  of  why 


the  evacuees  were  there,  she  said. 

"One  14-year-old  boy,  Joni,  told 
how  he  and  his  family  of  eight  were 
awakened  by  men  who  wore  bands 
on  their  heads,”  said  Ms.  Brown. 

"After  questioning  his  father, 
they  handcuffed  him  and  led  him 
away,”  she  said.  “Ten  minutes  lat¬ 
er,  gunshots  were  heard. 

“They  found  his  father  the  next 
day  with  no  ear,  his  throat  slit  and  vi¬ 
tal  organs  hanging  outside  his  body.” 

In  another  refugee  camp,  at  Ka- 


bankalan,  Ms.  Brown  helped  a  little 
girl  whose  baby  brother  wouldn’t 
stop  crying. 

As  she  picked  up  the  infant  to 
soothe  him,  his  mother  stepped  out 
of  the  hospital  across  the  street. 

"She  came  over  'and,  through 
translation,  asked  if  I  would  take 
the  baby  with  me,”  Ms.  Brown  said. 
“I  told  her  he  needed  his  Mama.” 

The  incident  illustrated  the  desper¬ 
ation  many  feel  about  being  trapped 
in  the  evacuee  camps. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Even  though  Red  Bird  Mission 
School  isn’t  part  of  the  public  educa¬ 
tion  system  in  southeastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  anymore,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  institution  in  Beverly,  Ky.,  has 
no  problem  attracting  students. 

Its  problem  is  paying  the  cost  of 
teaching  400  students  in  a  com¬ 
pletely  private  setting. 

Enrollment  for  classes  from  kinder¬ 
garten  through  grade  12  has  already 
surpassed  300  students  for  the  coming 
school  year,  said  the  Rev.  Charles  T. 
Pinkston,  superintendent  of  the  Red 
Bird  Missionary  Conference. 

Some  grades  have  waiting  lists,  he 

Most  converts 
from  Islam  go 
back  to  old  faith 

German  Evangelical  Alliance  Press 

MANILA,  Philippines — About  80 
percent  of  Moslems  who  adopt  the 
Christian  faith  later  revert  to  Islam. 

That’s  the  assessment  of  Dr. 
Dudley  Woodberry,  professor  of  Is¬ 
lamic  studies  at  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary  in  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Dr.  Woodberry  told  participants  at 
Lausanne  II,  an  international  evan¬ 
gelical  gathering  in  Manila  in  July, 
that  one  reason  for  this  high  rate  of 
return  was  the  strong  pressure  Mos¬ 
lem  families  put  on  converts. 

Another  reason  was  the  individ¬ 
ualism  allowed  in  Christianity,  he 
said.  Moslems  weren’t  used  to  that. 

Conditions  for  practicing  their 
faith  can  differ  widely  for  Moslem 
and  Christian  minorities,  Dr. 
Woodberry  pointed  out. 

While  it  was  possible  to  build 
mosques  in  the  “Christian  Occi¬ 
dent,”  it  was  very  difficult  for 
Christians  to  practice  their  faith  in 
Islamic  countries  such  as  Saudi 
Arabia,  he  said. 

He  recommended  that  those 
countries  be  reminded  every  now 
and  then — in  a  friendly  but  deter¬ 
mined  way — that  they  had  signed 
the  Human  Rights  Declaration  of 
the  United  Nations.  That  document 
declares  the  freedom  to  practice 
one’s  faith. 


said.  The  freshman  high  school 
class  is  overflowing. 

“Before  the  week  is  over,  we  may 
be  beyond  our  limit  of  400  stu¬ 
dents,”  Mr.  Pinkston  said. 

Red  Bird  School,  which  serves  chil¬ 
dren  in  an  isolated  Appalachian  area, 
went  private  in  1988  after  problems 
with  the  church-state  issue  helped  end 
a  cooperative  educational  venture 
with  counties  in  the  area.  About  370 
students  were  enrolled  last  year. 

Mr.  Pinkston  said  the  school, 
founded  by  missionaries  from  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church, 
has  “had  to  go  into  the  school  bus 
business,  which  has  been  expensive.” 

“We  figure  it  costs  us  a  minimum 
of  $1,800  per  child  per  year,”  Mr. 
Pinkston  explained.  “Our  cost  factor 
of  recovery  on  that  is  a  maximum 


$40  per  month  for  10  months.” 

Many  of  the  children,  he  added, 
cannot  pay  the  full  fee.  Donations 
are  needed  for  scholarships  and  to 
support  dormitories  for  students 
who  require  housing. 

The  school  needs  one  big  bus  and 
one  smaller  one,  Mr.  Pinkston  said. 
Red  Bird  Mission  lost  some  of  its 
funding  in  1988,  when  $15,000  of 
the  app  opriation  from  the  Nation¬ 
al  Disi  >n  of  the  United  Methodist 
Gener,  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
was  transferred  to  Red  Bird  Medi¬ 
cal  Center.  For  1989,  the  medical 
center’s  World  Service  appropria¬ 
tion  of  $15,000  was  eliminated. 

Because  of  those  losses,  the  entire 
mission  and  medical  center  staff  took 
an  involuntary  5  percent  pay  cut  last 
January,  said  Mr.  Pinkston. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S 10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  FOR  2700-member 
church  needed.  Responsible  for  chancel  choir 
and  coordinating  12-person  part-time  music 
Staff.  Resumes  to:  Dr.  Dan  Bonner,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  330  N.  Broadway,  Wich- 
ita,  KS  67202  by  September  30th.  | 

ASSOCIATE  MINISTER  OF  PASTORAL  Care 
for  an  1800-member  UMC.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  hospital,  homebound  and  nursing  home 
visitation,  mid-week  programming,  and  Bible 
study  leadership.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  3011  West  Kansas, 
Midland,  TX  79701  or  call  (915)  694-2571. 

ASSOCIATE  POSITION  AVAILABLE.  Clergy 
or  laity.  Could  be  any  combination  of:  church 
growth/evangelism,  education,  youth,  music, 
write  to:  United  Methodist  Church,  117  East 
Bijou,  Fort  Morgan,  CO  80701,  or  call:  Rev. 
Keith  Merriman  (303)  867-5666. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  2500- 
member  FUMC  of  Conroe,  TX.  Send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  928,  Conroe,  TX  77305. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 

Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145 
week,  $450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability. 
Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  with 
light  responsibilities  in  Christian  education 
sought  by  1500-member  church.  Fully  graded 
music  program.  Salary  and  job  description  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Max  Browning, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1981,  Pampa.Tx  79066-1981. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY 
at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of 

12  or  more),  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-condi¬ 
tioned  lodging,  swimming.  $8  tickets.  New 
grilled  burger  cookout,  and  breakfast.  All  for 
$23  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

FULL-TIME  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  Di- 

rector,  Central  Illinois  Conference.  Request  ap¬ 
plication  from  George  Russell,  chair  personnel 
committee,  Box  515,  Bloomington,  IL  61702- 
0515.  1989  salary  $42,268,  housing,  travel, 
benefits.  Applications  due  September  15. 

ORGANIST.  LESS  THAN  FULL-TIME. 
Three-bank  keyboard,  Allen  electronic.  Salary 
$4,000-  $4,300.  Send  resumes:  Music  Commit¬ 
tee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  5957 
Golden  West  Ave.,  Temple  City,  CA  9 1 780. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES’  MINISTRIES 
sought  for  6000-member  downtown  church. 
Send  resume  to:  Karen  Spencer,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas, 
TX  75201. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  Mu¬ 

sic  for  1 ,300-member  church  with  two  morning 
worship  services.  Send  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  628,  Rome,  GA 
30161. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR,  CHILDREN  and 
youth  emphasis  (newly  created  position).  Send 
resume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  115  East  Howry  Ave.,  De- 
Land.  FL  32724. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  want¬ 

ed:  Someone  with  skills  in  developing  and  im¬ 
plementing  programs  of  Christian  ministry 
and  outreach  for  youth  and  families  with 
youth.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  628,  Rome,  GA  30161. 

EDUCATION/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

sought  for  middle-sized  East  Texas  church, 
near  Dallas  and  Houston.  Salary  negotiable, 
depending  upon  qualifications.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Rev.  Joe  Fort,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Crockett,  TX  75835.  (409) 
544-2044. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
and  Youth.  900-member,  growing  congrega¬ 
tion.  Salary  negotiable  according  to  skills  and 
experience.  Logos  (youth  club)  experience 
helpful  but  not  required.  Contact:  Dr.  L.C. 
Johnston,  First  UMC,  Box  1510,  Harlingen, 
TX  78551.(512)423-0540. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  U.M.  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Services,  Philadelphia,  PA.  MSW  plus 

5  years  experience  or  education/experience 
equivalencies.  Generic  background,  adminis¬ 
trative  experience  and  strong  program  planning 
skills  a  must.  Send  resume  by  October  15: 
Search  Committee,  Tioga  UMC,  Broad  and 
Westmoreland  Sts.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19140. 

FOR  SALE:  FURNISHED  SUMMER  cottage 
in  beautiful  wooded  33  acres  on  the  Des 
Plaines  River  in  NW  Illinois,  20  minute  drive 
to  Chicago,  4  miles  from  O’Hare  Airport  in 
United  Methodist  Campground.  Season-  May 
1st  to  November  1st.  Catherine  R.  Edgren, 
Methodist  Campground,  Des  Plaines,  IL 
60016.  Phone:  (312)  827-3533. 
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TV  offers  more  views  of  religion 

Programs  examine  spiritual  issues,  include  ' churchy '  characters 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 
Religious  News  Service 

Family-interest  groups  and  reli¬ 
gious  coalitions  have  portrayed  tele- 
vision  in  recent  months  as  a 
purveyor  of  sex  and  violence  in 
need  of  control  from  the  outside. 

But  the  medium  seems  to  be  tak¬ 
ing  the  religious  side  of  life  more  se¬ 
riously.  Prime-time  network 
programs  are  allowing  characters  to 
confront  their  religious  back¬ 
grounds.  Other  shows  put  religious 
folks  in  “churchy”  surroundings. 

Consider,  for  instance,  ABC-TV’s 
acclaimed  “thirtysomething.” 

In  one  holiday  episode,  Michael 
(Ken  Olin),  a  non-practicing  Jew, 
and  Hope  (Mel  Harris),  a  lapsed 
Christian,  struggle  with  whether  to 
introduce  their  daughter  to  Hanuk- 
kah  or  Christmas. 

Their  conflict  was  not  resolved  by 
pretending  that  religious  differences 
don’t  matter.  Each  re-discovered  re¬ 
ligious  needs  yet  chose  to  honor  the 
other’s  tradition. 

The  show  closed  with  Michael 


bringing  home  a  Christmas  tree — 
only  to  find  Hope  lighting  the  first 
candle  on  a  menorah. 

Later,  “thirtysomething”  showed 
Michael  imagining,  as  many  baby- 
boomers  do,  that  nearly  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  clergy  are  older  and  not 
easily  approachable. 

He  sheepishly  entered  a  synagogue 
and  was  shocked  to  find  a  fairly  hip 
rabbi  in  his  30s.  Though  confused 
about  how  to  express  his  beliefs,  Mi¬ 
chael  quietly  slipped  into  worship. 

PBS  takes  serious  view 

Documentaries  on  the  Public 
Broadcasting  System  have  taken  se¬ 
rious  looks  at  religion. 

Bill  Moyers  had  difficulty  selling 
“Joseph  Campbell  and  the  Power  of 
Myth”  and  “God  and  Politics”  to 
the  network,  yet  both  garnered  sub¬ 
stantial  audiences  and  were  among 
the  most  widely  discussed  series 
aired  on  public  television. 

PBS  is  to  carry  a  documentary 
Sept.  19  called  the  “The  Supreme 
Court's  Holy  Battles.”  It  examines 
the  controversy  surrounding  the 


separation  of  church  and  state,  pro¬ 
vides  some  shocking  insights  into 
our  political  and  religious  history, 
and  celebrates  the  United  States  as 
the  nation  that  goes  further  than 
any  other  to  protect  “the  freedom 
to  believe  as  one  chooses.” 

Another  recent  development  is 
■  the  rise  of  comedies  set  in  churches. 

The  first  was  NBC-TV’s  “Amen.” 
It  proved  to  millions  of  Americans 
that  a  black  Protestant  congregation 
can  be  a  place  where  funny  things 
happen  and  where  sinners  learn 
something  by  the  grace  of  God  as 
they  muddle  through  their  lives. 

The  success  of  “Amen”  opened 
the  way  for  other  shows  with  simi¬ 
lar  themes. 

“Bless  Me,  Father,”  a  comedy 
built  around  a  mischievous  Roman 
Catholic  priest,  played  by  Arthur 
Lowe  and  popular  earlier  in  En¬ 
gland,  is  now  seen  in  the  United 
States  on  many  PBS  affiliates. 

Those  who  see  the  Vision  Inter¬ 
faith  Satellite  Network  can  watch  two 
other  British  comedies:  “All  in  Good 
Faith,”  about  an  Anglican  vicar’s 


family,  and  “Hallelujah!”  which  cen¬ 
ters  on  a  Salvation  Army  troop. 

Pastor  solves  crimes 

On  the  commercial  networks, 
“The  Father  Dowling  Mysteries” 
premiered  this  year.  Dowling  (Tom 
Bosley)  is  constantly  in  trouble  with 
his  superiors  for  devoting  so  much 
time  to  solving  crimes.  But  he  is  also 
a  committed,  compassionate  pastor. 

"Have  Faith,”  on  ABC-TV  this 
summer,  is  set  in  a  rectory  and  pre¬ 
sented  clerics  as  humorous  human 
beings  with  both  flaws  and  strengths. 

“Have  Faith”  showed  how  God 
works  through  even  inept  members 
of  the  clergy. 

This  fall  another  sit-com,  “Sister 
kate,”  comes  to  NBC  on  Sunday 
evenings.  In  it,  a  tough,  vibrant 
young  nun  is  assigned — despite  her 
objections — to  a  traditional  role: 
running  an  orphanage. 

The  series  features  both  people 
who  don’t  want  to  be  helped — or¬ 
phans  who  dodge  adoption — and 
conflicts  between  an  activist  nun 
and  elderly  priests. 


Actress  gives  up  show  business  for  new  role 


By  ROBERT  BOCZKIEWICZ 

Religious  News  Service 

DENVER— Shortly  after  7 
o’clock  on  a  recent  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing,,  Ann  p.  Davis  strode  into  St. 
Francis  Center  on  Denver’s  skid 
row  after  saying  hello  to  several  des¬ 
titute  men  waiting  outside  the  facil¬ 
ity  for  the  homeless. 

For  the  next  several  hours,  the 
62-year-old  television  and  stage  ac¬ 
tress  washed  clothes  for  hundreds  of 
street  people,  a  chore  she  has  per¬ 
formed  for  more  than  two  years. 

Thirteen  years  ago,  Ms.  Davis — 
who  played  Schultzy  on  the  “Bob 
Cummings  Show”  in  the  1950s  and 
Alice  on  “The  Brady  Bunch”  in  the 
1970s — left  Hollywood  for  a  new  life. 

'I  found  something' 

“I  found  something  more  fun 
than  show  business — loving  the 
Lord  and  the  whole  church  renewal 
experience,”  she  said. 

Since  then,  Mj.  Davis  has  trav¬ 
eled  around  the  country  giving  “my 
Christian  testimony”  and  has 
worked  in  centers  for  the  needy, 
only  occasionally  returning  to  Hol¬ 
lywood  for  television  appearances. 

“When  you  love  somebody,  you 
want  to  make  them  happy,"  she  said 
of  her  desire  to  please  God.  “You  do 
what  the  Lord  wants  you  to  do.’1 

That  is  her  explanation  of  why 
she  runs  four  washers  and  five  dry¬ 


ers  twice  a  week  at  the  St.  Francis 
Center — a  program  of  Colorado’s 
Episcopal  diocese  that  serves  about 
450  homeless  people  every  day. 

She  credits  a  Bible  study  group  at 
St.  David’s  Episcopal  Church  in 
North  Hollywood,  Calif.,  for  helping 


trigger  the  events  that  brought  her 
into  the  spiritual  renewal  movement. 

“My  faith  became  alive,”  she  said. 
“I  had  been  a  Christian  by  default. 
The  more  I  studied  the  Bible,  the 
more  real  Jesus  Christ  became  for  me. 
“You  realize  there’s  more  than 
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DENVER — Ann  B.  Davis,  known  to  thousands  as  "Schultzy"  on  tele¬ 
vision's  "Bob  Cummings  Show"  in  the  1950s  and  as  "Alice"  on 
"The  Brady  Bunch"  in  the  1970s,  now  is  known  as  a  cheerful  volun¬ 
teer  in  St.  Francis  Center  laundry  room  on  Denver's  skid  row.  The 
62-year-old  television  and  stage  actress  washes  clothes  for  street 
people,  a  chore  she  has  performed  for  more  than  two  years. 

History  of  Hymns- 


showing  up  for  church  on  Sunday. 

'  “I  didn’t  set  off  to  make  a  career 
change.  It’s  something  that  happened 
to  me — not  something  I  did.” 

Ms.  Davis  bags  food  and  performs 
other  chores  for  the  needy  one  day  a 
week  at  Central  Denver  Community 
Services  in  addition  to  laundering  at 
the  St.  Francis  Center. 

“She’s  gentle,  wise,  funny  and  a 
little  shy,”  said  Barbara  Roark,  the 
center’s  executive  director. 

'No  different  from  others' 

“It  means  so  much  to  the  fellows 
for  someone  so  well-known  to  do 
their  dirty  socks.  She’s  no  different 
from  the  other  volunteers.  She’s  just 
well-known.” 

,  Ms.  Davis,  who  began  her  acting 
career  in  1948  at  a  playhouse  in  her 
hometown  of  Erie,  Pa.,  has  received 
two  of  television’s  coveted  Emmy 
awards  for  her  performances. 

She  continues  to  make  occasional 
television  appearances.  She’s  been 
seen  in  a  1988  Christmas  reunion 
special  of  “The  Brady  Bunch,” 
commercials  and  episodes  of  “The 
Love  Boat.” 

She’s  far  busier,  however,  talking 
about  her  relationship  to  Jesus.  Her 
speaking  schedule  is  almost  filled 
through  April  1990,  she  said. 


Trade  makes 
church  happy 

Religious  News  Service 

HARRISONBURG,  Va.— 
When  the  Community  Menno- 
nite  Church  congregation  out¬ 
grew  its  building,  members 
considered  several  options. 

They  could: 

A)  Start  holding  multiple  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

B)  Divide  and  start  a  “daugh¬ 
ter”  congregation. 

C)  Build  at  a  new  location. 

They  decided  on  “D” — None 

of  the  above. 

Rather,  they  traded  buildings 
with  the  congregation  of  the 
Harrisonburg  Church  of  God,  lo¬ 
cated  just  three  blocks  away. 

The  unusual  exchange  of 
church  properties  made  every¬ 
body  happy. 

Community  Mennonite  nearly 
tripled  its  square  footage  at  the 
new  location. 

The  Mennonite  congregation  is 
pleased  that  it  gained  a  sanctuary 
that  seats  more  than  300  people, 
more  Sunday  school  classrooms,  a 
kitchen  and  large  fellowship  hall. 

In  the  trade,  the  Church  of 
God  acquired  the  Community 
Child  Care  Center,  located  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  church. 

It  also  got  a  building  that 
housed  Christian  education 
classrooms  and  a  community 
mediation  center. 

“Both  churches  should  have 
their  needs  met,  and  I  feel  the 
Lord  has  been  leading  in  this  pro¬ 
cess,"  said  the  Rev.  Gary  A.  Bick¬ 
ford,  the  Church  of  God  pastor. 


Hard  life  inspires  ' bright '  verse 


Brighten  the  corner  where  you  are! 
Brighten  the  corner  where  you  are! 
Someone  far  from  harbor 
you  may  guide  across  the  bar. 
Brighten  the  corner  where  you  are! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  most  popular  gospel  song  of 
the  first  half  of  the  20th  century — 
"Brighten  the  Comer  Where  You 
Are!" — was  written  by  Ina  Duley 
Ogdon,  who  lived  in  Toledo,  Ohio. 

As  a  gifted  speaker,  she  had  the 
ambition  to  be  a  lecturer  on  the 
Chautauqua  circuit. 

Her  dreams  were  changed  in 
1912,  when  her  father  suffered  a  se¬ 
vere  stroke.  Along  with  her  husband 


and  an  1 1-year-old  son,  she  spent 
her  days  in  providing  loving,  tender 
care  for  her  father. 

She  accepted  these  responsibilities 
with  a  gracious  spirit.  Out  of  the  diffi¬ 
cult  circumstances  she  wrote  “Bright¬ 
en  the  Comer  Where  You  Are!” 

Instead  of  dreaming  of  Chautau¬ 
qua  glory,  she  was  washing  dishes, 
dusting,  sweeping,  doing  the  laun¬ 
dry  and  other  household  work. 

She  sent  her  poem  to  Charles  H. 
Gabriel,  well-known  composer,  who 
completed  the  music  and  sent  it  to 
Homer  Rodeheaver,  a  young  evan¬ 
gelist  singer  who  had  just  become 
associated  with  the  popular  evange¬ 
list  Billy  Sunday. 


First  introduced  in  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa.,  in  1913,  the  singable  tune 
spread  like  wildfire  as  Rodeheaver 
used  it  in  every  service. 

By  1916  it  had  become  so  well- 
known  that  Theodore  Roosevelt 
used  it  to  begin  each  of  his  political 
rallies  across  the  nation. 

U.S.  soldiers  sang  it  in  the  trench¬ 
es  in  France  in  1917,  as  America 
entered  World  War  I. 

Mrs.  Odgen  died  in  Toledo  in 
1964,  at  age  92.  Instead  of  speaking 
to -thousands  via  Chautauqua,  she 
touched  many  millions  through  the 
words  of  this  song. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Blow  Ye  the  Trumpet,  Blow" 


Dear  Deborah ; 


Grieving  mom  needs  love ,  help 


Dear  Deborah: 

Our  Dad  died  four  months  ago. 
and  Mom  has  not  got  over  it  yet. 

He  was  sick  a  short  time,  so  she 
knew  what  was  coming,  but  she 
never  admitted  it. 

Now  she  is  crying  all  the  time  and 
won’t  go  anywhere  or  hardly  eat 
anything. 

One  of  us  has  to  stay  with  her  all 
the  time.  We  have  families  of  our 
own,  and  this  is  just  getting  to  be 
too  much. 

What  can  we  do  to  help  Mom  get 
on  with  her  life? 

Joan,  Doreen  and  Peggy 

Dear  Joan,  Doreen  and  Peggy: 

It  is  obvious  you  love  your  mother 
and  want  to  help  her. 

And  I  can  understand  the  price 
your  families  pay  for  one  of  you  to 
be  with  her  all  the  time. 

Yet  it  seems  to  me  that  you  have 


only  a  stereotyped  idea  of  how  long 
it  takes  for  a  person  to  work  through 
grief 

While  it  is  different  for  each  indi¬ 
vidual,  a  person  who  has  lost  a 
spouse  after  many  years  of  marriage 
will  need  a  lot  longer  than  you  seem 
to  expect.  It  may  take  her  years. 

So  what  can  you  do— for  her  and 
for  yourselves? 

First,  try  to  get  her  to  have  a  com¬ 
plete  physical  to  be  sure  there  is  no 
medical  reason  for  her  behavior. 

Then  ask  her  pastor  to  talk  with  her 
to  see  if  there  is  evidence  that  she 
needs  counseling  for  any  underlying 
reason  that  could  make  grief  worse. 

At  the  same  time,  get  some  books 
from  the  library  and  read  about  grief 
and  healthy  ways  to  work  through  ii. 

I  suspect  that  you  three  haven't 
completed  your  own  grieving.  Maybe 
your  mother's  grief  reminds  you  of 
your  own  loss  when  you  want  to  try  to 
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Russian  church  endures 

"Millennium  of  Faith"  by  Francis  House.  St.  Vladimir's  Seminary 
Press,  Crestwood,  N.Y.,  1988.  133  pages. 

By  JEFFREY  GROS 

Christians  are  being  more  deeply  drawn  to  their  fellow  believers  in 
the  Soviet  Union  with  the  secular  news  of  “glasnosl”  and  “peres¬ 
troika.” 

The  1988  celebrations  of  1,000 
years  of  Christianity  in  Russia  and 
the  Ukraine  have  given  thousands 
of  non-Orthodox  Christians  from 
around  the  world  an  opportunity  to 
reflect  on  this  great  tradition  and 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church. 

"Millennium  of  Faith”  is  a  brief, 
readable  book  written  for  the  inter¬ 
ested  lay  reader.  It  covers  Christian¬ 
ity  in  Russia  from  988  to  1988. 

The  style  is  particularly  helpful.  It 
relates  the  events  of  Russian  history  to  similar  events  and  times  in 
the  Western  church,  particularly  the  churches  in  England. 

Indeed,  the  events  of  Orthodox  Christianity,  its  evangelical  out¬ 
reach.  various  relationships  with  the  state  and  more  recent  struggle 
with  secularism,  are  very  instructive  for  Christians  the  world  over  in 
living  out  the  Gospel  in  a  changing  world. 

Another  important  contribution  of  the  book  is  a  survey  of  splits 
within  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  and  the  rise  and  present  situa¬ 
tion  of  Protestantism  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

While  the  churchgoing  rate  in  Russia  rivals  that  in  many  European 
countries  in  spite  of  the  government  restrictions  and  a  history  of  per¬ 
secution,  the  vitality  of  church  life  is  not  often  understood. 

The  centrality  of  the  life  of  worship  contrasts  sharply  with  the  so¬ 
cial  activism  and  evangelical  zeal  that  has  been  the  product  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Protestant  culture. 

Understanding  the  historical,  theological  and  present  political  rea¬ 
sons  for  that  are  important  if  the  fullness  of  Christianity  in  the  mod¬ 
ern  world  is  to  become  clear. 

Finally,  in  ecumenical  work,  the  Orthodox  in  general  and  those  from 
Eastern  Europe  in  particular,  are  not  easily  understood  or  appreciated. 

An  understanding  of  the  dynamics  necessary  if  change  is  to  occur 
in  Eastern  Europe  is  important  for  the  responsible  Christian,  espe¬ 
cially  the  Christian  with  zeal  for  freedom  and  the  liberation  of  those 
suffering  in  atheistic  state  environments. 

The  author,  being  a  Western  non-Orthodox,  gives  a  particularly  help¬ 
ful.  if  critical,  appraisal  of  the  situation  and  prospects  for  the  future. 

The  one  disappointment  with  the  book  is  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
situation  in  the  Soviet  Union  is  not  considered.  However,  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  Protestant  and  Orthodox  realities  within  the  Christian  commu¬ 
nity  are  so  much  in  need  of  understanding  that  this  omission  is  minor. 

Jeffrey  Cros  is  director  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order,  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches.  He  lives  in  New  York. 

' The  soul  is  an  orphan' 

"The  Kingdom  Within,"  Revised  Edition,  by  John  A.  Sanford:  Harper 
and  Row,  San  Francisco,  188  pages,  paperback.  Price  $8.95 
By  C.  E.  PEEPLES 

It  may  be  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  if  Bible  readers  in  general  and 
pastors  and  church  school  teachers  in  particular  will  read  “The  King¬ 
dom  Within”  thoughtfully,  our  church  will  re-discover  the  individual 
in  a  fuller  and  a  very  impressive  way. 

In  addition,  it  will  receive  many  new  insights  into  the  meanings  of 
Jesus’  sayings. 

John  Sanford,  a  psychotherapist,  applies  the  principles  of  depth 
psychology  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  The  chapter  that  he  rewrote  in 
revising  the  book  may  be  the  most  arresting  chapter  in  the  book. 

He  writes:  “The  soul  today  is  an  orphan.  Philosophy,  her  father, 
long  ago  decided  she  did  not  exist  and  cast  her  aside.  The  church,  her 
mother,  fell  unwittingly  into  the  clutches  of  an  extroverted,  rational¬ 
istic  materialism  of  our  times  and  so  also  abandoned  the  soul;  she  did 
not  notice  that  in  losing  the  soul,  she  lost  her  ability  to  relate  the  indi¬ 
vidual  to  God.” 

Mr.  Sanford  states  that  humans  always  have  known  they  have  ene¬ 
mies.  However,  we  may  not  realize  that  we  carry  within  ourselves  an 
inner  adversary. 

There  is  a  Prodigal  Son  within  each  of  us  who  carries  us  into  a  “far 
country"  where  we  may  be  driven  by  wrong  or  secondary  priorities. 
There’s  also  an  Elder  Brother  who  may  tempt  us  to  be  ungrateful,  un¬ 
forgiving  and  jealous.  The  adversaries  within  us,  unless  resolved,  cre¬ 
ate  evil,  Sanford  writes. 

Also  helpful  is  his  application  of  depth  psychology  to  each  of  the 
"hard  sayings”  of  Jesus.  “If  any  man  comes  to  me  without  hating  his 
father,  mother,  wife,  children,  brothers,  sisters,  his  own  life  too,  he 
cannot  be  my  disciple"  (Luke  14:25-26). 

Of  course,  Jesus  loved  his  mother.  One  of  the  last  things  he  did  was 
to  ask  John  to  take  care  of  her.  But  when  Mary  and  his  brothers  real¬ 
ized  his  teachings  were  getting  him  into  trouble  and  wanted  him  to 
return  home,  he  refused. 

What  he  actually  hated  was  the  tendency  to  let  peer  or  home  influence 
deter  him  from  realizing  his  own  unique  talent  and  purpose  in  life. 

Although  Jesus  taught  that  narrow  is  the  way  that  leads  to  life  and 
sacrifices  are  necessary,  he  never  leaves  us  facing  a  locked  door. 

We  are  challenged  to  go  on  toward  wholeness,  completeness  and  to¬ 
ward  the  development  of  our  unique  talents.  That  will  lead  to  worth¬ 
while  social  commitment. 

C.f.  Peeples  lives  in  Jacksonville,  Texas. 


Cuban  Methodists  adopt 
clown  ministry  for  youths 


bypass  the  time  it  takes  to  mourn. 

Perhaps  you  could  help  your  moth¬ 
er  the  most  by  talking  with  her  about 
your  mutual  loss  and  grief  and  the  re¬ 
sources  of  your  faith  in  working 
through  it.  There  is  no  shortcut  and 
no  way  to  make  it  heal  more  quickly. 

There  is  comfort  in  God.  in  family 
and  in  sharing  with  others  who  have 
had  a  similar  loss. 

The  other  thing  to  do  is  work  out  a 
way  for  one  of  you  to  be  "on  call" 
part  of  the  time  and  lovingly  but 
firmly  help  your  mother  know  your 
limits — what  you  can  and  will  do. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-027S. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

AMES,  Iowa — If  clown  ministry 
wins  young  converts  for  Christ  in 
Cuba,  United  Methodists  in  Maine 
can  be  thanked. 

Tucked  into  the  luggage  of  three 
Cuban  Methodists,  when  they 
stopped  in  late  July  for  the  national 
United  Methodist  youth  convoca¬ 
tion  were  clown  makeup  and  para¬ 
phernalia  received  during  an  earlier 
stop  at  a  church  camp  in  Maine. 

The  Rev.  Armando  Rodriguez, 
Nelda  Zambrano  and  Niurka  Mon- 
tero  hope  the  gear  will  prove  to  be 
one  of  a  number  of  helpful  ideas 
gained  during  their  visits  in  New 
England,  Kansas  and  Iowa. 

Speaking  through  an  interpreter. 
Mr.  Rodriguez  said  the  trio  has 
learned  a  lot  about  how  to  better 
work  with  youths. 

The  pastor  in  Manicaragua  said 
that  revival  is  in  progress  in  the 


Methodist  Church  in  that  country 
and  that  young  people  are  playing  a.' 
significant  role. 

In  the  Cuban  church,  the  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  League  includes  members 
1 6-32  years  old.  •: 

At  present,  about  50  local  units  are 
operating,  and  it  is  hoped  that  as  - 
many  as  1 5  more  can  be  added  at  an  . 
assembly  this  month. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

A  Matter  of  Size 

Forgive  my  smallness,  Lord. 

I  side  with  Martha  in  her  kitchen 
And  shake  my  head  at  Mary. 

I  understand  the  complaints 
Of  the  prodigal’s  older  brother. 

So,  I  am  grateful.  Lord; 

It  comforts  me  to  know 
You  are  so  much  bigger  than  I. 

—CAROL  PARTRIDGE 
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815  Washington  Avenue  New  Orleans,  La.  (504)  895-7709 


Artist  Pictures  Home  Ministry 


HELP 

MEND 

A 

CHILD’S 

LIFE 


Artist  Edgar  Smith,  a  member  of  Rayne  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans  captured  the  ministry  of  The  Method¬ 
ist  Home  of  New  Orleans  with  these  two  pictures.  The  well- 
worn  Teddy  Bear  belongs  to  a  suitcase  child  who  travels  from 
foster  home  to  foster  home  looking  for  love  and  hope.  The 
abused,  abandoned  and  neglected  child  is  as  disturbed  as  the 
bear. 

The  woman  represents  you  and  the  home  helping  to  mend 
the  wear  and  tear  a  child  receives  in  life.  A  thread  of  healing, 
kindness  and  love  is  being  applied. 

As  the  mending  takes  place,  the  expression  on  the  bear 
shows  relief,  thanks  and  hope  of  a  new  life.  The  woman  may 
think  she  is  only  doing  a  daily  task,  but  the  cross  in  the  win¬ 
dow  says  it  is  a  Christ  like  act. 

A  new  brochure  and  poster,  using  these  pictures,  have  been 
printed  for  distribution.  During  the  coming  year,  be  a  part  of 
mending  a  child’s  life.  Prepaid  envelopes  are  available  for 
your  use. 
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Angelo  Columbo,  Installation  Engineer,  looks  over  the  new  40  ton 


_  I  The  new  pool,  given  by  The  Variety  Club,  is  a  daily  joy  to  the  chil- 

Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges  (center)  receives  a  check  from  the  President  dren.  An  everyday  activity  this  summer  is  a  refreshing  swim.  It  is  a 


air  conditioner  before  testing.  The  Home  had  to  spend  over 
$20,000  to  replace  the  unit.  Your  gift  will  help  pay  for  the  new  unit. 


of  Tulane  University,  Wesley  Foundation.  The  group  collected  alu-  treat  that  is  looked  forward  to  by  each  child.  We  thank  those  who 
mlnum  cans  to  raise  the  money.  Rev.  John  Higginbotham,  the  Wes-  have  sent  swim  suits  and  towels.  The  children  wdl  always  remember 
ley  Foundation's  Director,  looks  on.  this  summer. 


One  event  that  is  looked  forward  to  each  summer  is  youth  choirs 
presenting  musicals.  One  outstanding  group  this  summer  was  Noel 
United  Methodist  Youth  Choir,  Shreveport,  who  presented  an  origi¬ 
nal  musical. 


The  "Bird  Lady"  from  Florida  instructs  the  children  in  knowledge  and 
protection  of  wild  and  rare  birds.  The  Home  was  selected  as  a  special 
project.  The  "Bird  Lady"  travels  across  America  with  her  program. 


Dr.  Richard  Hodges,  Executive  Director,  and  Mrs.  Joe  Wood 
President,  prepare  notes  for  the  Board  Meeting. 


Berry, 


R.  to  I.  (front  to  back)  Dr.  J.  Roddy  Taylor,  Rev.  Joe  McClain,  Jack 
Warren,  Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  and  Rev.  Henry  Bowden  "prepare 
for  Board  Meeting." 


Junior  League  prepares  party  for  children. 


A  magician  entertains  the  children. 


Social  Worker  Added  State  Inspection  Finished 


Vanessa  Johnson 


Vanessa  Johnson  of  New  Orleans 
has  taken  the  position  of  Coordina¬ 
tor  of  Social  Work  Services  and 
Therapist.  Mrs.  Johnson  earned  her 
Master  ef  Social  Work  from  South¬ 
ern  University,  New  Orleans.  She  is 
qualifying  for  Board  Certification. 

Mrs.  Johnson  comes  with  exten¬ 
sive  experience  of  working  with  ad¬ 
olescents.  She  spent  two  years  with 
Joliet  Group  Home,  seven  years 
with  Hope  Haven-Madonna  Manor 
Resident  Treatment  Center  before, 
coming  to  The  Methodist  Home. 

Mrs.  Johnson  is  married  to  Eric  R. 
Johnson  and  they  have  four  children. 
She  attends  St.  Paul’s  Baptist  Church. 


Federal  and  state  governments 
set  high  standards  and  regulations 
for  Child  Care  Institutions  serving 
state  supported  children.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  takes  pride  in  going  be¬ 
yond  these,  requirements.  We  know 
you  would  want  us  to  represent  you 
in  the  highest  way  possible.  Each 
year  a  surprise  visit  is  made  by  an 
inspector.  Our  current  year  visit  has 
just  been  completed. 


'  State  Inspector  Marilyn  Brewer 
makes  surprise  visit. 


CLASSIFIED 


ADS 


SCHOOL  SUPPLIES  —  we  need  all  kinds  of  school  supplies  (ex¬ 
cept  pencils).  Looseleaf  paper,  three  ring  binders,  crayons,  back 
packs,  folders,  spiral  notebooks  (1,  3,  and  5  subject)  blue,  round  end 
scissors,  rulers,  and  ballpoint  pens  (red,  blue  &  black  ink). 

TOWELS  —  bath  towels  and  swim  towels. 

HEARING  MACHINE  —  we  are  required  to  test  the  hearing  of 
each  client.  This  machine  cost  about  $500. 

BABY  SCALES  —  an  accurate  doctors  baby  scale  for  our  clients. 

COMPUTER  SYSTEM  —  IBM  compatible,  6  terminal  system 
with  update  of  our  financial  program,  donor  program,  word  proces¬ 
sor,  and  data  programs.  Estimate  is  $30,000. 


3C 

CO  (XI  O  | 

x  o  m 
=o  x  z  r~ 
m  -h  i 
<  ^  m  o 
m  z  o 
■d  oo  j»  3 

O  00  S  u 
X>  -< 

H 

o 

o 

r~ 

r~  o 
m  -* 

O  00 
m 


□ 


j»  oo  G 
xj  -»  £ 
-<  PVJ  p 
-nJ  Ij 

O  j 


136  NUMBER  14 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

LOUISIANA  UNITED 


METHODIST 


William  B.  Oden,  bl*hop 
Harvey  C.  WUIlamson,  council  director-editor 
Jody  Palermo,  editorial  assistant 


Grace -Witness  t°<edition 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
iTl  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge.  LA  7M02 

Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275  SEPTEMBER  1,  1989 


Sept.  75-76 

UM  Women  to  Hold  Annual  Meeting  at  Broadmoor 


'When  Helping  You 
Is  Hurting  Me ' 


Editor’s  Note:  For  the  next  several  issues.  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
various  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  that  is  usually  re¬ 
served  for  the  Bishop.  / 

I  have  just  finished  reading  a  book  with  the  intriguing  title  "When 
Helping  You  Is  Hurting  Me."  In  this  book  Carmen  Renee  Berry 
speaks  to  all  of  us  who  help  others  sometimes  to  the  detriment  of  our¬ 
selves  and  our  loved  ones. 

The  author  offers  helpful  insights  into  escaping  what  she  calls  the 
Messiah  Trap.  The  Messiah  Trap  is  two-sided.  Side  1  is  “If  I  Don’t 
Do  It.  It  Won’t  Get  Done."  Side  2  is  “Everyone  Else’s  Needs  Take 
Priority  Over  Mine.”  She  shows  clearly  how  we  can  learn  to  motivate 
ourselves  to  care  for  others  out  of  love  that  balances  our  own  needs 
with  the  needs  of  others. 

I  believe  that  this  is  the  point  of  Jesus  saying  that  we  ought  to  love 
our  neighbor  as  we  love  ourselves.  Sometimes  we  act  as  though  Jesus 
said.  “You  shall  love  your  neighbor  better  than  yourself."  Or,  “You 
shall  love  your  neighbor  and  hate  yourself.”  But  that  is  impossible. 
The  person  who  does  not  love  himself  is  incapable  of  loving  others. 
By  learning  to  love  ourselves  we  can  better  work  with,  counsel  and 
love  others. 

Escaping  the  Messiah  Trap  also  means  learning  to  be  more  realistic 
about  who  we  are  and  what  w^are  capable  of  doing.  Some  people  do 
not  expect  enough  of  themselves.  Others  expect  too  much,  and  this 
can  lead  to  disaster.  We  need  to  remind  ourselves  that  we  are  not 
God.  .  . 

I  have  never  forgotten  the  words  spoken  by  an  older  minister  to 
myself  and  several  of  my  young  colleagues  as  we  were  getting  ready  to 
take  our  first  appointment  in  the  ministry.  “Boys,  there  is  enough 
heartache  in  any  pastorate  to  kill  any  man.  Don’t  try  to  carry  all  of  it 
alone.  If  you  do,  it  will  crush  you.  You  will  have  to  let  God  bear  some 
of  it."  Across  the  years  the  old  preacher’s  words  have  been  confirmed 
over  and  over.  Throughout  my  ministry  I  have  had  to  remind  myself 
that  I  could  not  be  God.  I  had  to  put  myself  and  those  for  whom  I 
cared  in  God's  hands.  That  is  the  only  sensible  way  to  live,  doing  the 
best  we  can  and  trusting  God  for  the  rest. 

This  means  learning  to  live  our  lives  and  face  the  demands  made 
upon  us  in  the  light  of  God’s  grace.  The  apostle  Paul  attempted  the 
impossible  task  of  trying  to  earn  God’s  love  through  his  good  works, 
only  to  fail.  Then  he  made  the  amazing  discovery  that  he  could  never 
earn  God’s  love;  he  could  only  receive  it  freely  through  faith.  And 
from  that  time  on  he  began  to  live  the  Christian  life,  not  in  the  hope 
of  earning  God’s  love,  but  out  of  gratitude  for  God’s  grace. 

Wc  will  always  be  frustrated  and  lose  heart  if  we  try  to  earn  God’s 
love  through  our  good  works.  Martin  Luther  once  said,  "Trust  God 
and  sin  bravely."  What  I  believe  that  Luther  meant  is  that  God  loves 
us  and  receives  us,  and  because  He  does,  we  can  have  the  courage  to 
go  on.  doing  our  best.  Being  less  than  perfect  we  will  make  mistakes, 
we  will  fail  miserably  at  times.  But  the  knowledge  that  God  loves  us 
in  spite  of  our  shortcomings  takes  the  pressure  off  us  and  lets  us  be¬ 
come  our  best  selves  out  of  gratitude  for  his  love,  and  we  discover 
that  when  we  try  to  give  ourselves,  we  have  a  self  to  give. 

Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
Alexandria  District  Superintendent 


The  Order  of  St.  Luke  and  Louisiana 


The  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  will  convene  at 
1  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary  of  Broad¬ 
moor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  Friday,  September  15. 

A  processional  of  conference  offi¬ 
cers  and  dignitaries,  including  a  del¬ 
egate  representing  each  unit  of 
United  Methodist  Women  in  the 
conference  will  signal  the  beginning 
ningofthe  meeting. 

Theme  Introduced 

The  theme  for  the  meeting, 
“Children  —  Our  Future  Today” 
will  be  introduced  by  nine  children, 
representing  each  of  the  nine  dis¬ 
tricts.  Accompanied  by  a  district 
president,  each  child  will  carry  fresh 
flowers  to  be  placed  on  the  altar 
symbolic  of  our  constant  prayer 
that  theirs  will  be  a  future  of  peace, 
love  and  beauty.  The  processional 


hymn,  “Praise  to  the  Lord  the  Al¬ 
mighty,”  will  be  led  by  the  Hand¬ 
bell  Choir  and  the  Women’s 
Ensemble  of  Broadmoor  Church. 

Keynote  Speaker 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Kathleen 
Guy,  Religious  Affairs  Director  for 
the  Children's  Defense  Fund  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

This  is  a  national  public  charity 
that  provides  a  strong  voice  for  the 
children  of  America  who  cannot 
vote,  lobby,  or  speak  for  them¬ 
selves.  CDF’s  goal  is  to  educate  the 
nation  about  the  needs  of  children 
and  encourage  preventive  invest¬ 
ment  in  children  before  they  get 
sick,  drop  out  of  school,  suffer  fam¬ 
ily  breakdown  or  get  into  trouble. 

Ms.  Guy’s  responsibilities  are  to 
provide  technical  assistance  on  chil¬ 
dren’s  issues  to  religious  officials 
and  church  staff.  She  is  author  of 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


Kathleen  Guy 


'Caravan  for  Learning'  Schedule 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

September  7  1 0  a.m.-2  p.m. 

Ingleside  UMC  (for  pastors  only) 

7-9  p.m. 

St.  Mark  UMC 

September8  9a.m.-12p.m. 

First,  Plaquemine 

7-9  p.m. 

Blackwater  UMC 

September9  9-12  p.m. 
ACADIANA  DISTRICT 

St.  John's  UMC 

September  10  2-5  p.m. 

First  UMC,  Houma 

September  1 1  10  a.m.-2  p.m. 

Franklin  UMC  (for  pastors  only) 

7-9  p.m. 

Franklin  UMC 

September  12  7-9  p.m. 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

First  UMC,  Lafayette 

September  1 7  3-5  p.m. 

Bethany  UMC 

6:30-8:30  p.m. 

Gretna  UMC 

September  18  10a.m.-12  p.m. 

First  UMC,  New  Orleans 

(for  pastors  only) 

2-4  p.m. 

Munholland  UMC 

7-9  p.m. 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT  September  1 9-2 1 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

September  24-26 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  October  1-3 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  October  8- 1 0 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  October  16-18 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  October  22-24 

All  workshops,  except  those  noted  “for  pastors  only,"  are  open  to 
all  teachers.  There  will  be  classes  for  teachers  of  children,  youth  and 
adults.  Select  the  location  and  time  best  for  you. 

United  Methodist  Catch  the  Spirit  at  Sea 


One  of  the  least-known  groups  or 
organizations  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  ‘The  Order  of 
St.  Luke.’  With  less  than  five  hun¬ 
dred  members,  the  O.S.L.  is  now 
forty-three  years  of  age.  The  O.S.L. 
within  Methodism  is  distinguished 
from  another  group  with  the  same 
name,  but  which  is  outside  our  de- 
nomination,  and  which  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  spiritual  and  phvsical 
healing.  The  Order  of  St.  Lt 
in  Methodism  is  a  fellows! 
ity,  students  and  clergy, 

“devoted  to  liturgical  and  sacra¬ 
mental  study  and  practice.”  The 
Order  is  also  committed  to  “leading 
in  the  administration  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  worship  so  as  to  maintain 
at  once  a  relevance  to  present-day 
life  and  a  continuity  with  historical 
tradition.” 

The  Order  of  St.  Luke  began  in 
1948,  through  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  Romy  P.  Marshall,  a  former 
editor  of  “The  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate.”  A  group  meeting  with  Dr. 
Marshall  founded  "a  fellowship 
dedicated  to  the  cause  of  liturgical 
renewal  within  the  Methodist 
Church.”  Within  only  two  decades, 
the  O.S.L.  was  established  as  pro¬ 
viding  scholastic  leadership  to  the 
denomination  in  liturgical  and  sac¬ 
ramental  matters. 

From  its  very  inception,  the  Or¬ 
der  has  been  influential  within 
Methodism.  This  influence  was  ac¬ 
knowledged  when  the  Rev.  Hoyt 
Hickman,  a  former  president  of  the 
O.S.L.,  was  appointed  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Commission  on  Worship  in 
1968,  and  to  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship’s  Section  on  Worship  in  1972. 


This  influence  is  further  seen  in  the 
publication  of  the  Book(s)  of  Wor¬ 
ship  in  1945  and  1964,  and,  more 
recently,  the  new  hymnal. 

The  O.S.L.  is  presently  enjoying 
unprecedented  growth.  While  the 
membership  is  comparatively 
small,  through  annual  dues,  the  Or¬ 
der  publishes  the  scholarly  ‘Sacra¬ 
mental  Life’,  five  issues  per  year,  an 
annual  journal  ‘Doxology,’  and  a 
irterly  newsletter, 
he  O.S.L.  membership  is  pri- 
rily  in  the  northeast  U.S.,  though 
membership  is  represented  in  most 
every  annual  conference.  Some  an¬ 
nual  conferences  have  one  or  more 
chapters  within  their  bounds,  which 
meet  in  study  groups  or  support 
groups. 

There  is  now  enough  apparent  lo¬ 
cal  interest  in  The  Order  of  St.  Luke 
to  form  one  or  more  chapters  with¬ 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Dur¬ 
ing  our  recent  annual  conference, 
there  was  a  meeting  of  O.S.L.  mem¬ 
bers  with  a  group  of  curious  and  in¬ 
terested  laity  and  clergy.  After  se- 
verl  meetings  or  get-togethers  dur¬ 
ing  this  conference  year,  an  O.S.L. 
charter  may  convene  during  our 
1990  Annual  Conference,  with  offi¬ 
cers  to  later  be  elected  and  installed. 

Membership  in  The  Order  of  St. 
Luke  is  open  to  laity,  clergy  and  stu¬ 
dents. 

For  further  information  regarding 
The  Order  of  St.  Luke,  enquirers 
are  invited  to. write  the  Rev.  Wal¬ 
lace  Blackwood  (Box  448,  Ferriday, 
LA  71334)  or  the  Rev.  Bob  Peter¬ 
son  (1001  Moisant  Dr.,  Kenner,  LA 
70062). 


United  Methodist  Men,  their 
spouses,  and  friends  are  invited  to 
“Catch  the  Spirit  at  Sea”  during  a 
seven-day  Caribbean  Cruise  aboard 
theMSCaribe,  March  24-31,  1990. 

Hosted  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  Division  of  United 
Methodist  Men,  the  cruise  offers 
worship  services,  Bible  studies, 
spiritual  enrichment,  and  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  be  a  part  of  a  large  vol¬ 
unteer  choir.  More  than  900  people 
participated  in  a  similar  cruise  host¬ 
ed  by  the  Division  in  1988. 

Ports  of  call  include  Miami,  Puer¬ 
to  Rico,  St.  John,  and  St.  Thomas. 

Guest  speakers  will  include  Illi¬ 
nois  Area  Bishop  Woodie  W. 
White,  president  of  the  General 


Board  of  Discipleship;  Evelyn  Lay- 
cock,  professor  of  religion,  Hiwas- 
see  College,  Madisonville, 
Tennessee,  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship;  and  Lloyd  Saatjian, 
district  superintendent,  Santa  Anna 
District,  California-Pacific  Confer¬ 
ence.  Featured  musicians  include 
Bill  Mann,  a  professional  church 
musician  from  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
Richard  Alegria  Jr.,  an  organist 
from  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

The  cruise  registration  deadline  is 
October,  1989.  For  registration 
forms  and  further  information  con¬ 
tact  James  H.  Snead  Jr.,  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0840, 
(615)  340-7145. 


“In  Celebration  of  Children,”  a 
CDF  column  for  religious  publica¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  other  educational 
packets,  materials,  and  articles  de¬ 
signed  for  denominations  and  reli¬ 
gious  organizations. 

Service  of  Holy  Communion 

Also  participating  in  the  program 
will  be  Bishop  William  B.  Oden. 
Bishop  Oden  will  serve  as  celebrant 
for  the  Service  of  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion.  Assisting  the  Bishop  will  be 
Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  Rev.  Pete  Spitz- 
keit.  Rev.  Bob  Bowling,  and  Rev. 
Ken  Duke,  ministers  of  Broadmoor. 

Retirees  to  be  Honored 

Retiring  UMW  Conference  Presi¬ 
dent,  Janelle  McCammon,  as  well 
as  other  retiring  conference  officers, 
will  be  honored  by  Mrs.  Estelle  Da- 
meron.  She  is  the  wife  of  the  late 
Rev.  George  Dameron  who  served 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  for 
many  years.  Installing  the  new  offi¬ 
cers  will  be  Mrs.  Marilyn  Oden, 
wife  of  Bishop  Oden. 

Broadmoor  Women’s  Ensemble, 
directed  by  Wayne  Millet,  will  sing 
at  all  three  Friday  sessions  of  the 
Annual  Meeting.  Participating  in 
the  worship  services  will  be  two  of 
Broadmoor’s  Liturgical  Dance 
Choirs  who  will  interpret  “Gaudea- 
mus  Hodie”  as  it  is  sung  by  the 
Women’s  Ensemble. 

Program  Format  to 
Include  Interest  Croups 

The  Annual  Meeting  Task  Group 
has  once  again  scheduled  Interest 
Groups  as  a  part  of  the  Friday  after¬ 
noon  programming.  The  registra¬ 
tion  form  includes  a  place  to 
indicate  your  preference  of  topic. 
Since  choirs  will  be  first-come,  first- 
served,  it  might  be  a  good  idea  to 
register  early  to  be  sure  to  get  the 
group  of  your  choice. 

One  group  will  focus  on  the  old 
adage:  “Laughter  is  your  best  medi¬ 
cine."  Speaker  will  be  Fran  Spain,  a 
popular  humorist  from  Baton 
Rouge. 

In  another  group,  Wayne  Millet 
will  conduct  a  “Sing-A-Long”  using 
the  new  hymnal.  This  group  will 

Faith  UMC  is  on 

On  Saturday,  August  5,  Faith 
United  Methodist  Church  became 
much  more  than  a  “coming  soon’ 
sign  to  the  residents  of  Shreveport's 
Cedar  Grove  neighborhood.  Faith 
UMC  introduced  itself  into  the 
community  as  a  group  of  warm,  car¬ 
ing  Christians  by  holding  a  free  car¬ 
nival  in  an  area  of  Shreveport  that 
had  been  rocked  by  street  violence 
not  quite  a  year  ago. 

Thirty-three  members  of  the  new¬ 
ly  formed  Faith  UMC  spent  long 
hours  the  night  before  and  the  day 
of  the  carnival  decorating,  prepar¬ 
ing  and  hosting  the  festive  event. 
To  the  surprise  and  delight  of  the 
Cedar  Grove  neighborhood,  the 
carnival  was  completely  free.  Ten 
complimentary  tickets,  which  could 


then  sing  one  hymn  at  the  opening 
of  the  Saturday  morning  session 
during  “UMW  Sings.” 

A  panel  from  Peace  Links  will 
also  be  featured.  This  group  will  be 
led  by  Marian  Selbin,  who  is  well 
known  in  the  Baton  Rouge  commu¬ 
nity  for  her  untiring  work  toward 
gaining  world  peace. 

Bob  Bowling  and  Bliss  Spillar  will 
coordinate  the  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion  presentation.  Rev.  Bowling 
will  discuss  the  volunteer  effort  in 
Mexico,  specifically  clinics  operat¬ 
ed  under  the  auspices  of  CHIA 
(Christian  Hands  in  Action).  Mr. 
Spillar,  Director  of  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries  at  Broadmoor,  will  highlight 
the  Volunteers  in  Mission  program 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
will  relate  plans  for  an  Alaskan 
work-mission-tour  scheduled  for 
next  summer  by  Broadmoor  youth. 
Information  will  be  available  for 
anyone  interested  in  learning  about 
“Volunteers  in  Mission.” 

"Parenting”  offspring  of  any  age 
is  often  similar  to  “walking  a  bal¬ 
ance  beam."  Carolyn  Ellender,  a 
teacher  in  the  East  Baton  Rouge 
Parish  public  school  system,  will 
share  her  tips  for  successfully  nego¬ 
tiating  that  "beam.” 

Dr.  Marian  Wood,  a  well  known 
psychologist  and  family  counselor 
in  Baton  Rouge,  will  discuss 
"Stress:  How  Much  is  Too  Much?” 
Dr.  Wood  has  conducted  many 
workshops  at  Broadmoor  and  is  a 
popular  guest  on  local  television 
talk  shows. 

Janelle  McCammon,  outgoing 
Conference  President,  will  preside 
over  the  meeting,  with  members 
and  guests  being  welcomed  by  Dr. 
Ken  Reed,  host  minister;  Alice  Ir¬ 
ving,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  Dis¬ 
trict  President;  Frances  Pearce, 
Local  President;  and  Linda  Powell 
of  the  Local  Arrangements  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Alice  Story  and  Lou  Alexander 
are  serving  as  Co-Chairmen  of  the 
Annual  Meeting  Task  Force.  A  cor¬ 
dial  invitation  is  extended  to  all 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  to  attend  the  1989  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing. 


Its  Way 

be1  exchanged  for  hot  dogs,  cold 
drinks,  and  popcorn,  as  well  as  the 
chance  to  participate  in  a  number 
of  games,  were  given  out  to  every¬ 
one.  Prizes  were  given  generously  to 
all.  One  of  the  more  popular  events 
was  a  cake  walk  where  over  24 
homemade  cakes  were  given  away. 

Faith  UMC,  under  the  leadership 
of  Rev.  Willie  Jackson,  is  being  or¬ 
ganized  around  the  concept  of  a  so¬ 
cial  outreach  ministry  supported  by 
a  worshipping  congregation.  The  en¬ 
tire  Shreveport  District  led  by  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  Ray  Branton, 
will  help  support  the  effort  through 
financial  donations  and  volunteers. 
Faith  UMC  will  be  holding  its  first 
formal  worship  service  on  Septem¬ 
ber  3. 


See  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Sunday  Supple¬ 
ment  on  page  6. 


Notice 

On  Wednesday.  September  6,  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m..  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  will  hold  a  training  event  for  Supervising  Pastors  and  District 
Committees  of  Ordained  Ministry  at  First  UMC  in  Alexandria.  All  new 
and  continuing  Supervising  Pastors  must  attend  this  workshop  to  be  certi¬ 
fied.  You  must  also  be  recommended  by  your  district  superintendent.  Con¬ 
tinuing  education  credits  will  be  offered  to  participants.  For  furthel 
information,  contact  Dr.  C.  Gerald  Richardson  at  (318)  686-2553  or  Rev. 
Terry  C.  Willis  at  (3 1 8)  375-352 1 . 


Reminder 

A  fall  workshop  for  Directors  of  Handbell  and  Children’s  Choirs  is 
scheduled  for  Sept.  1 5-16  at  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion  contact  Mickey  Cloud,  1000  Woodward  Avenue,  Ruston,  LA  71270, 
(318)255-7911. 

*  *  * 

In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Naomi  L.  Kellogg,  wife  of  deceased  Louisiana  Conference  Minis¬ 
ter.  John  Franklin  Kellogg,  died  August  13.  1989.  Mrs.  Kellogg  was  80  at 
the  time  of  her  death. 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial: 


Is  it  too  godly  to  be  true? 


A  recent  report  reveals  that 
15,000  Americans  have  lost  some 
$500  million  in  religiously  oriented 
investment  swindles  during  thfe  last 
five  years. 

Those  losses  were  reported  in  a 
recent  survey  sponsored  by  the 
North  American  Securities  Admin¬ 
istrators  Association  and  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Better  Business  Bureaus. 

The  typical  swindle  claims  God’s 
approval,  either  by  purporting  that 
the  investment  is  based  on  biblical 
teachings  or  by  claiming  it  will  help 
a  religious  cause,  or  both. 

We  agree  with  the  report’s  conclu¬ 
sion:  The  increase  in  religiously  ori¬ 
ented  scams  is  cause  for  concern. 

We  would  add  a  related  concern 
not  mentioned  in  the  report: 

Such  scams  succeed  in  part  be¬ 
cause  many  Christians  fall  for  a  new 
version  of  an  old  perversion  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

The  Protestant  Reformation  was 
triggered  by  Martin  Luther’s  rejec¬ 
tion  of  “indulgences" — a  fund-rais¬ 
ing  scheme  by  which  the  medieval 
church  sold  spiritual  favors  such  as 
the  forgiveness  of  sins. 

Luther  vehemently  rejected  efforts 
to  trade  on  God’s  name  or  God’s  pur¬ 
ported  approval  of  crass  money-mak¬ 
ing  efforts. 


He  did  so  on  theological  grounds 
that  are  as  valid  today  as  they  were 
500  years  ago:  God's  name  and 
God’s  grace  are  not  for  sale. 

As  Christians,  we  should  never 
forget  that  truth.  And  we  should  re¬ 
mind  others  of  it  lest  our  faith  be 
exploited  by  modern-day  “indul¬ 
gence  peddlers.” 

Jesus  teaches  us  to  be  as  “wise  as 
serpents"  in  our  dealings  with  oth¬ 
ers  (Matthew  10:16). 

Such  wisdom  should  include  a 
healthy  skepticism  toward  anyone 
whose  reason  for  claiming  a  Chris¬ 
tian  identity  or  a  Christian  cause 
appears  to  be  primarily  commer¬ 
cial. 

Just  because  people  add  “Chris¬ 
tian"  to  their  title — for  example, 
Christian  mechanic, #Christian  doc¬ 
tor  or  Christian  investor — doesn't 
mean  we  should  abandon  either  our 
common  sense  or  our  theological 
understanding  in  our  dealings  with 
them. 

We  also  should  cooperate  with 
law  enforcement  efforts  to  identify 
and  prosecute  anyone  who  uses 
such  fraudulent  money-making  tac¬ 
tics. 

A  good  rule  of  thumb:  If  the  pro¬ 
posed  investment  seems  too  godly 
to  be  true,  it  probably  is. 


Martin  Luther  vehemently  rejected  efforts  in  the  16th  century  to  trade 
on  God's  name  or  God's  purported  approval  of  crass  money-making  ef¬ 
forts.  He  did  so  on  theological  grounds  that  are  as  valid  today  as  they 
were  500  years  ago:  God's  name  and  grace  are  not  for  sale.  This  truth  is 
instructive  in  dealing  with  modern-day  "indulgence  peddlers." 


Letters  to  the  Editor- 


Let's  not  repeat  the  mistakes  of  the  Crusades 


Are  the  Crusades  still  with  us? 

Historically  the  Crusades  were 
among  the  most  disastrous,  mis¬ 
guided  acts  of  the  Christian  church. 

In  an  Aug.  4  “Faith  Watch”  arti¬ 
cle  headlined,  “New  Battleground,” 
it  was  staged  that  Christian  anti¬ 
abortionists  were  asking  churchgo¬ 
ers  to  withhold  blood  donations  to 
hospitals  in  protest  of  abortions. 

Are  we  so  blinded  by  a  particular 
goal  that  we  commit  atrocities  to 
reach  it? 

The  first  victims  of  the  Crusades 
were  the  poor  uneducated  peasants 
who  blindly  followed  their  leaders 
in  unquestionable  obedience.  We 
need  to  remember  the  followers 
were  faithful  Christians  swept  along 
with  the  tide  of  events  of  the  time. 

Indiscriminate  killing  of  Chris¬ 
tian  and  infidel  alike  was  justified 
with  "God  will  know  his  own.” 

in  this  growing  battle  over  abor¬ 
tion  or  the  many  other  issues  we  face 
today,  let’s  not  let  this  “ends  justify 
(he  means”  mentality  take  over. 

Withholding  life-giving  blood 
from  accident  victims,  surgery  pa¬ 
tients  or  people  with  disease — some 
of  which  are  babies  and  young  chil¬ 
dren  but  all  of  which  are  God’s  chil¬ 
dren — seems  to  be  an  inappropriate 
action  for  “pro-life.” 

Before  we  become  swept  up  in  the 
apocalyptic  hysteria  of  a  thousand 


Pontius'  Puddle 


years  ago,  let’s  question  our  leaders 
and  their  objectives.  Let’s  arm  our¬ 
selves  with  knowledge  and  truth 
about  the  complete  issue. 

Harriett  Bennett 
Stillman  Valley,  Illinois 

I  couldn't  believe  it! 

I  couldn’t  believe  it!  I  refer  to  a 
“Faith  watch”  item  in  the  Aug.  4  is¬ 
sue  about  the  “new  battleground”  in 
northern  Virginia.  A  blood  bank  is 
the  focus  of  anti-abortion  activities. 

“Members  of  more  than  100 
churches  have  reportedly  agreed  to 
refrain  from  giving  blood”  to  Fair¬ 
fax  Hospital  because  abortions  are 
performed  there,  the  item  said. 

Are  babies,  children,  young  peo¬ 
ple  and  adults  to  be  punished  be¬ 
cause  of  what  others  do? 

If  somebody  dies  because  of  the 
lack  of  needed  transfusion,  I  wonder 
whether  it  will  occur  to  these  “Chris¬ 
tian”  anti-abortion  believers  that 
they  may  be  guilty  of  “murder.” 

Mrs.  Arthur  D.  Byrne 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 

Let's  not  shut  others  out 

After  reading  Frances  Elliott’s  Aug. 
18  letter  supporting  the  Choristers 
Guild  for  withdrawing  its  support 
from  a  convocation  where  a  70- 
member  gay  men’s  chorus  was  partic¬ 
ipating,  I  paused  and  offered  a  prayer 


of  thanks  that  my  local  congregation 
is  a  Reconciling  Congregation. 

Rather  than  citing  Romans  1:24- 
28,  we  believe  in  the  Scripture  les¬ 
sons  of  love,  support  and 
inclusiveness  of  all  of  God’s  children. 

I  and  other  members  of  our  con¬ 
gregation  have  experienced  the  thrill 
of  hearing  the  Chicago  Gay  Chorus¬ 
ed  on  several  occasions.  What  beau¬ 
tiful  music,  produced  by  the  voices 
that  are  a  gift  from  God.  It  is  indeed 
scriptural:  Make  a  joyful  noise! 

1  pray  that  someday  Frances  El¬ 
liott  will  have  that  same  experience 
and  will  hear  one  (or  many)  of 
God’s  special  gay  messengers  as 
they  raise  their  voices  and  sing  so 
wonderfully.  I  pray  that  we  can  all 
learn  to  stop  shutting  others  out,  for 
it  causes  us  to  miss  opportunities  to 
feel  God’s  presence. 

Robert  Carroll 
Evanston,  Illinois 

'Not  with  my  dead  cat!' 

I  just  read  Stephen  L.  Swecker’s 
“Faithfully  yours’’  article  head¬ 
lined,  “I  left  my  fear  and  loathing  in 
San  Francisco,”  and  I  am  deeply 
troubled  (see  UMR,  Aug.  1 1). 

The  men  Mr.  Swecker  ridicules  are 
deeply  caring,  dedicated  people  who 
for  the  most  part  are  successful  be¬ 
cause  they  are.  They  don’t  profess  to 
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What  others  are  saying: 


'Before  the  eyes  of  all  the  world, 
Lebanon  is  being  consumed  by  a 
process,  I  would  say,  of  genocide,  a 
arocpss  that  involves  the  responsi- 
jility  of  the  entire  international  so- 
:iety.  ...  It  is  a  threat  of  a  moral 
lature,  so  much  more  painful  be- 
:ause  it  is  a  weaker  state  that  is  feei¬ 
ng  the  violence  and  indifference  of 


the  stronger.  . . .  [Those  who  hurt 
the  weak  will  eventually  face]  both 
God,  the  supreme  judge,  and  the 
judgment  of  human  history.” 

— Pope  John  Paul  II,  calling  on  Syr¬ 
ia  to  halt  the  bombing  of  Lebanon 


‘‘I’m  realizing  that  I  can  feel 


God’s  presence  easily  and  joyfully 
in  moments  of  delight.  I  find  Him 
in  the  light  but  lose  Him  in  the 
dark.  When  I’m  anxious  and  reach 
for  Him,  I  can’t  touch  Him  or  sense 
His  reality.  That’s  when  He  comes 
in  the  guise  of  other  people.” 

— Luci  Shaw,  president,  Harold 
Shaw  Publishers 
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understand  everything,  and  in  a 
thousand  years  you  would  never  hear 
one  use  the  words  to  describe  Mr. 
Swecker  as  he  used  to  describe  them. 

The  publication  that  Mr.  Swecker 
referred  to  as  “Mad”  magazine  is  a 
communication  that  influences 
more  creative  activity  in  the  world 
than  most  churches  do.  Their  ideas 
are  not  “whacko,”  for  were  it  not 
for  such  men,  Mr.  Swecker  would 
not  enjoy  the  position  and  the  sala¬ 
ry  he  does. 

It  is  men  such  as  they  that  keep 
the  creative  juices  of  the  world 
flowing  from  which  so  many  mil¬ 
lions  of  other  people  benefit. 

Humanists  accept  the  Bible  for 
what  it  is:  a  history  of  man’s  concepts 
of  God  and  his  activity  in  the  human 
community.  Some  parts  record  di¬ 
vinely  inspired  activity.  Other  parts 
record  the  very  essence  of  evil  in  the 
things  some  people  have  done  to  oth¬ 
ers  in  the  name  of  religion. 

Drink  of  the  Living  Waters  of 
Christ’s  Everlasting  truth?  You 
must  find  the  well  first,  and  it  does 
not  exist  in  cut-downs  no  matter 
whom  you  cut  down. 

Trust  Mr.  Swecker?  Not  with  my 
dead  cat! 

Thomas  E.  Cooper 
Hurst,  Texas 

We  should  pray  for  them 

I  commend  Stephen  L.  Swecker 
for  his  Aug.  1 1  column  concerning 
the  secular  humanist  convocation 
in  San  Francisco.  His  report  was 
well  written  and  encouraging. 

We  should  pray  for  those  people 
that  they  might  cdme  to  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that,  through  Christ’s  sacrificial 
death,  God  can  and  does  forgive  our 
sins.  His  love  can  reach  us  all. 
Eleanor  Lynch 
Mesilla  Park,  New  Mexico 

Was  Wesley  a  New  Ager? 

This  is  in  reply  to  Aug.  18  editori¬ 
al  about  the  “New  Age”  movement: 

After  reading  John  Wesley’s  jour¬ 
nal,  with  all  his  psychic  experiences, 
he  would  fit  right  in. 

Even  the  parsonage  had  a  ghost 
named  “Old  Jeffery.” 

Richard  M.  Locke 
Evanston,  Illinois 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Do  not  neglect  to  show  hospitality 
to  strangers,  for  thereby  some  have 
entertained  angels  unawares.”  (RSV) 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  1  John  1:5) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  3 

Monday:  Psalms  15 
Tuesday:  Psalms  16 
Wednesday:  Ezekiel  18:1-9,25-29 
Thursday:  Luke  14:1,7-14 
Friday:  Luke  14:1 5-24 
Saturday:  Hebrews  13:1-8 
Sunday:  Hebrews  13:9-14 


My  Witness 

'Triage'  raises  a  troubling 
question:  Am  I  salvable? 


By  LIN  JENNEWEIN 

I’m  not  a  rescue  worker,  so  I 
didn’t  understand  the  term  “triage” 
when  it  was  used  in  connection  with 
the  recent  crash  of  Flight  232  at  the 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  airport. 

So  I  called  caregivers  in  our 
church.  They  explained  that  it’s 
normal  procedure  to  separate  peo¬ 
ple  into  categories  if  there  are  sever¬ 
al  people  and  a  variety  of  needs. 

Many  crash  victims  ended  up  as 
part 'of  “triage,”  that  is,  categorized 
according  to  whether  they  were 
dead,  salvable  or  not  imminently 
salvable. 

One  person  on  the  ground  amid 
the  “triage”  reportedly  was  able  to 
ask  the  decision-making  authority, 
“Am  I  salvageable?” 

This  story  has  haunted  me  since  I 
first  heard  it.  My  vision  of  this  re¬ 
quest,  aware  that  someone  has  the 
capability  to  determine  if  you  will 
live  or  die,  is  practically  incompre¬ 
hensible  to  me. 

But  my  mind  didn’t  stop  with 
that  vision.  I  began  to  think  about 
our  souls,  not  just  our  bodies.  As 
this  dying  person  asked  if  he  was 
salvable,  he  obviously  wanted  to 
know  if  his  body  was  able  to  be  re¬ 
paired  and  made  well. 

At  what  point  do  we  ask,  "Am  I 
salvageable,”  that  is,  “Are  my  soul 
and  spirit  in  good  enough  shape  to 
be  accepted  by  the  Authority,  God, 
and  able  to  move  into  the  realm  of 
heaven  or  eternal  life?” 

Surely  we  don’t  become  a  part  of 
triage  before  moving  into  God’s 
kingdom.  But  what  if  we  did?  How 
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would  God  tag  my  spirit?  Dead, 
salvable  or  not  salvable? 

And  what  would  be  the  criteria  for 
the  tagging?  I  certainly,  know  that  Je¬ 
sus  died  for  me,  and  1  accept  Him  as 
my  savior,  but  is  that  it?  Don’t  1  have 
to  do  a  bit  more  than  that?  And  what 
are  the  sins  that  are  salvable,  and  are 
there  some  that  are  not? 

The  crash  touched  many  of  our 
lives.  We  have  several  caregivers  in 
our  church  who  worked  tirelessly 
from  the  moment  of  the  crash  to  get 
bodies  by  ambulance  to  hospitals, 
to  aid  the  walking  wounded  and  to 
repair  bodies  in  intensive  care.  We 
are  proud  of  them. 

We  don’t  know  what  happened  to 
the  man  who  asked  if  he  were  salv¬ 
able,  but  he  was  immediately  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  hospital. 

In ’any  event,  God’s  spirit  was 
most  assuredly  a  part  of  all  the  love, 
care  and  concern  poured  out  to  the 
pe&ple  in  any  way  a  part  of  that 
flight  on  that  day. 


a  column  through 


Here  I  Stand  — 

Effort  to  ban  chemical  weapons 
is  dubious  attempt  to  make  peace 


By  THOMAS  P.  ROBERTS 

A  recent  article  in  the  “Washing¬ 
ton  Post”  began  with  this  headline: 
“75  senators  urge  banning  chemical 
weapons.” 

This  issue  has  received  wide¬ 
spread  bipartisan  support,  led  by 
President  Bush  himself.  He  has  said 
on  numerous  occasions  that  he 
hopes  to  accomplish  this  goal  as 
part  of  his  administration’s  legacy. 

In  our  zeal  for  peace,  however, 
we  as  a  nation  are  doing  a  much 
better  job  of  condemning  other  peo¬ 
ple’s  weapons  than  our  own  nuclear 
arsenal. 

Jesus  warned  those  who  went 
around  moralizing  to  beware  of  the 
log  in  their  own  eyes  before  they 
pointed  out  the  speck  in  someone 
else’s  eye. 

There  is  evidence  to  suggest  that 
Libya  is  currently  building  a  plant 
for  the  manufacture  of  chemical 
weapons,  and  given  our  present  re¬ 
lationship  with  Libya,  we  have  ev¬ 
ery  reason  to  be  concerned. 

In  other  parts  of  the  world,  as 
well,  chemical  weapons  are  becom¬ 
ing  the  slingshot  that  can  strike 
down  the  nuclear  Goliaths.  We  can¬ 
not  seem  to  understand  that  our  nu¬ 
clear  strategy  is  no  longer  keeping 
us  safe  from  harm. 

In  fact,  it’s  doing  just  the  opposite. 
Other  nations  are  tempted  to  bring  us 
to  our  knees,  and  we  continue  to  show 
our  vulnerability  to  terrorist  bomb¬ 
ings;  hostage-taking;  and,  perhaps  in 
the  future,  chemical  weapons. 

The  prophetic  words  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops, 
which  in  1986  wrote  “In  Defense  of 
Creation,”  speak  to  us  compellingly 
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about  peace: 

“At  the  heart  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  is  the  testimony  to  Shalom. 
...  It  is  much  more  than  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  war.  Shalom  is  positive 
peace:  harmony,  wholeness,  health 
and  well-being  in  all  human  rela¬ 
tionships." 

To  refer  to  our  nation’s  current 
campaign  against  chemical  weapons 
as  a  “peace  effort”  would  be  a  very 
dubious  claim.  Certainly  at  one  lev¬ 
el,  such  an  effort  would  reduce  the 
number  of  weapons  in  our  world. 

At  another  level,  this  proposal  will 
ensure  only  our  current  military  supe¬ 
riority.  If  that  weren’t  so,  why  do  our 
political  leaders  continually  speak  of 
banning  chemical  weapons  but  only 
of  reducing  nuclear  weapons? 

To  become  true  peacemakers  in  the 
world  and  to  aspire  toward  a  biblical 
concept  of  reconciliation  with  our  real 
or  imagined  adversaries,  we  must  be 
content  with  the  notion  of  equality 
rather  than  superiority. 

That  will  be  the  cost  of  peace.  If 
we  as  a  nation  are  unwilling  to  pay 
that  price,  we  will  not  possess  the 
moral  authority  to  banish  chemical 
weapons  from  our  world. 


OF  COURSE  YOU  CAN  AFFORD  IT! 


Many  pastors  and  lay  leaders  as¬ 
sume  that  a  professionally  pro¬ 
duced  weekly  or  biweekly  church 
newspaper  which  includes  confer¬ 
ence,  national  and  international  re¬ 
ligious  news,  as  well  as  local 
church  news  is  beyond. their  reach 
financially. 


Give  us  a  call  today  and  let  us 
show  you  that  a  weekly  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
or  a  biweekly  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Review,  are  within  your 
congregation's  budget  capabilities! 
And  a  UMR  edition  can  help  mem¬ 
bers  of  your  congregation  develop 
a  better  understanding  of  their  re¬ 
lationship  both  to  one  another  and 
to  the  church  at  large. 


Call  collect  (214)  630-6495,  Ron  Adams-  UMR  Special  Editions 
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THEOLOGIAN  STRICKEN:  The 

Rev.  Albert  C.  Outler,  80,  who  played  a  crucial 
role  in  writing  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  first 
theological  statement  in 
1972,  was  in  guarded  condi¬ 
tion  Aug.  25  after  he  suf¬ 
fered  what  friends 
described  as  “a  massive 
stroke”  Aug.  19  at  his  home 
in  Bradenton,  Fla.  The. 

1972  work  he  did  on  “Our 
Theological  Task”  for  the  Book  of  Discipline  re¬ 
mains  a  cornerstone  of  the  church’s  theology.  A 


Jr 


Albert  Outler 


noted  Wesleyan  scholar,  he’s  an  emeritus  pro¬ 
fessor  of  theology  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Dallas.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Outler  moved 
from  Dallas  to  Bradenton’s  Asbury  Towers 
about  1 5  months  ago. 


MEXICO  CITY'S  CHILDREN:  The 

Covenant  House  shelter  ministry  for  homeless 
children,  founded  by  the  Rev.  Bruce  Ritter,  has 
opened  a  new  facility  in  Mexico  City.  More  than 
I  million  children  live  abandoned  on  the  streets 
there.  Wayne  Coyle,  director  of  the  shelter,  said, 
“It’s  not  the  sandwiches  or  just  the  thought  of  a 
place  to  stay  that  brings  the  kids  here.  It  has 
something  to  do  with  the  freedom  we  allow  them. 
While  the  program  itself  has  a  lot  of  structure  to 
it,  the  kids  are  free  to  leave  if  they  want.  We  have 
to  respect  their  dignity  and  that  liberty." 

$10  MILLION  SOUGHT:  A  cam¬ 
paign  to  collect  $10  million  in  major  gifts  is  to 
be  conducted  by  the  fund-raising  office  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  money  is  to  be  used  for  endow¬ 
ment  of  the  proposed  Africa  University  to  be 
built  in  Zimbabwe.  The  campaign  is  the  largest 
institutional  fund-raising  effort  in  the  60-year 
history  of  the  Finance  and  Field  Service  Office. 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try  officials  said  the  Global  Ministries  unit  was 
chosen  for  the  campaign  because  of  its  experi¬ 
ence,  credentials  and  “understanding  of  our 
church.” 

SURGEON  GENERAL:  Former  U.S. 
Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop  is  to  become 
a  director  of  American  Lep¬ 
rosy  Missions.  The  indepen¬ 
dent  international  Christian 
mission  provides  funding 
and  staffing  for  treatment  of 
people  with  leprosy  [Han¬ 
sen’s  disease].  Dr.  Koop  left 
the  nation's  top  public  health 
post  Aug.  I .  Before  becoming 
U.S.  surgeon  general  in  1981, 
Dr.  Koop,  an  internationally  respected  pediat¬ 
ric  surgeon,  also  collaborated  with  theologian 
Francis  Schaeffer  in  a  book  and  film  series  ti¬ 
tled  “Whatever  Happened  to  the  Human 
Race?” 


C.  Everett  Koop 


ARGENTINE  BISHOP:  The  Rev.  Aldo 
Manuel  Etchegoyen  was  elected  bishop  of  the  Ar¬ 
gentine  Evangelical  Methodist  Church  Aug.  20.  A 
former  district  superintendent  in  Argentina,  he  has 
served  as  vice  moderator  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Commission  on  International  Affairs. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 


'Off-season'  class  boosts  missionary  force 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

An  “off-season”  commission¬ 
ing  ceremony  last  month  swelled 
United  Methodism’s  overseas 
missionary  corps  to  its  largest 
size  since  the  early  1980s. 

Thirty-six  missionaries,  from  1 6 
of  United  Methodism’s  72  annual 
conferences  in  the  United  States, 
were  commissioned  Aug.  3  at  the 
Interdenominational  Theological 
Center  in  Atlanta  following  a 
three-week  training  program. 

The  group  includes  pastors, 
evangelists,  teachers,  civil  engi¬ 
neers,  agriculture  workers,  a  pi¬ 
lot,  a  dentist,  a  midwife  and  an 
architect.  Their  ceremony  was 
“off  season”  because  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board  tradi¬ 
tionally  commissions  missionar¬ 
ies  at  its  spring  and  fall  meetings. 

Commissioning  for  one  other 
couple  has  been  delayed,  said  a 
board  official.  Another  couple  was 
dropped  from  the  missionary  pool 
after  failing  to  pass  the  mission 
board’s  screening  and  training 
program  (see  separate  story). 

The  new  missionaries — includ¬ 
ing  four  non-United  Methodists — 
are  to  serve  in  16  countries  on 
four  continents — Asia,  Africa, 
North  and  South  America. 

A  week  after  the  36  were  com¬ 
missioned  20  mission  workers — 


called  “US2s” —  who  are  to 
serve  twto-year  terms  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  were  commissioned  at 
Andover  Newton  Theological 
Seminary  in  Boston. 


That  group  includes  workers 
who  are  to  serve  in  board-related 
mission  programs  in  schools, 
community  centers,  children's 
homes,  local  churches,  poverty 


programs,  and  rural  and  urban 
ministries. 

Betty  Thompson,  a  public  rela¬ 
tions  official  with  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
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Thirty-six  missionaries  and  their  families  were  commissioned  as  United  Methodist  missionaries 
during  a  special  ceremony  Aug.  3  at  the  Interdenominational  Theological  Center  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  following  a  three-week  missionary  training  event. 


New  York,  said  the  number  of 
full-time  active  overseas  mission¬ 
aries  is  now  558,  up  33  from  the 
525  full-time  missionaries  in  the 
field  in  1988. 

The  558  total  is  a  sharp  in¬ 
crease  over  the  unofficial  figure 
of  442  serving  the  board  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1987 — a  low-water  mark 
for  the  1980s. 

The  number  of  missionaries 
has  climbed  steadily  since  then, 
according  to  unofficial  figures 
compiled  from  board  sources. 

The  newly  commissioned  mis¬ 
sionaries — plus  21  others  com¬ 
missioned  in  April — are  part  of  a 
total  force  of  980  World  Division 
missionaries,  including  160  from 
partner  churches. 

There  are  also  43 1  workers  re¬ 
lated  to  the  mission  board’s  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  at  work 
in  the  United  States. 

Bishop  Ernest  A.  Fitzgerald 
(Atlanta  Area)  told  the  candi¬ 
dates  at  the  Aug.  3  ceremony, 
"God  calls  us  through  the  cries 
and  hurts  of  people,  but  he  never 
calls  us  to  ministry  without  em¬ 
powering  us  for  it. 

“1  salute  you,  sisters  and 
brothers,  for  having  heard  the 
call  and  responding  to  it.” 

G.  Ross  Freeman,  editor  of  the 
" Wesleyan  Christian  Advocate 
contributed  to  this  article. 


Candidate  couple  rejected  hours  before  ceremony 


By  GLEN  LARUM  Methodist  missionaries  to  Zaire 

Associate  editor  has  turned  their  lives  upside  down. 

A  Washington  state  couple’s  de-  And  it  has  prompted  the  denom- 
cision  to  seek  to  become  United  ination’s  missionary  personnel  de- 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  GEORGE  STITES 

Mazel  and  George  Stiles,  a  Renton,  Wash.,  couple,  were  re¬ 
jected  as  missionary  candidates  by  United  Methodism's  world 
mission  board.  Staff  executives  reportedly  told  the  couple  they 
did  not  think  their  teen-age  children,  Jennifer,  16,  and  Bryan, 
13,  would  adapt  well  to  life  in  Kinshasha,  Zaire. 


partment  to  review  its  screening 
process  for  candidates  and  their 
families. 

George  and  Mazel  Stites  were 
turned  down  as  possible  missionar¬ 
ies  last  month,  just  hours  before 
they  expected  to  be  commissioned 
(see  separate  story). 

But  that  was  after  Mr.  Stites 
had  quit  a  $36,000-a-year  job; 
leased  his  family’s  Renton, 
Wash.,  home;  sold  most  of  the 
family’s  household  furniture  at 
auction;  packed  the  remaining 
personal  belongings  in  17  barrels 
for  shipment  at  board  expense  to 
Kinshasha,  Zaire;  and  spent  three 
weeks  in  Atlanta  in  the  church's 
missionary  training  program. 

Mr.  Stites  told  the  Reporter  that 
he  and  his  wife  were  informed  two 
days  before  the  commissioning 
that  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  mission  personnel  de¬ 
partment  didn’t  think  that  their 
teen-age  children — Jennifer,  16, 
and  Bryan,  1 3 — would  adapt  well 
to  life  in  Zaire. 

"They  said  the  children  were 
the  primary  factor  [in  their  deci¬ 
sion],”  said  Mr.  Stites. 

Ironically,  the  two  were  to  be 


assigned  as  houseparents  for  teen¬ 
agers  at  a  Methodist-Presbyterian 
youth  hostel  in  Kinshasha. 

Although  Mr.  Stites  and  his 
wife  understood  that  they  had 
“to  successfully  complete  mis¬ 
sion  training,”  he  said  they 
hadn’t  been  warned  that  their 
children  were  a  problem. 

He  said  he  believes  the  con¬ 
cern  should  have  been  raised  ear¬ 
lier  in  their  application  process. 

The  Stiteses  first  applied  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1986  and  were  entered  into 
the  “pool”  of  prospective  appli¬ 
cants  last  June  after  attending  an 
introduction  to  mission  vocation 
event  in  Atlanta  in  May. 

“They  (missions  personnel  of¬ 
ficials)  should  have  dealt  with  a 
family  unit  from  the  start,"  Mr. 
Stites  said.  “They  could  have 
said,  ‘Why  don’t  you  wait  until 
your  kids  are  out  of  school?'  ” 

He  said  that  he  was  aware  that 
the  children  had  mixed  feelings 
about  the  proposed  assignment. 

“One  day  they’d  be  excited 
about  it;  the  next  day  they’d  be 
down,  depending  on  what  was 
going  on  at  school  or  with  their 
friends,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Sheila  Flemming,  head  of 


the  mission  personnel  department, 
said  that  future  screening  would 
focus  more  attention  on  children 
of  candidates  who  are  over  1 2. 

That  screening  could  include 
psychological  testing  and  gather¬ 
ing  additional  data  about  the 
children's  education,  she  said. 

Dr.  Fleming  said  the  discover¬ 
ies  that  led  to  the  decision  not  to 
commission  the  Stiteses  were  part  of 
a  learning  process  that  could  take 
place  only  while  “living  togeth¬ 
er"  with  candidates  and  their 
families. 

Dr.  Fleming  said  that  it  is  mis¬ 
sion  board  policy  that  as  soon  as 
a  problem  is  apparent  to  staff, 
the  candidate  is  made  aware  of 
the  concern. 

“It  was  a  very  painful  decision 
for  us  to  make,”  she  said. 

She  said  that  having  the  com¬ 
missioning  ceremony  scheduled 
on  the  heels  of  the  July  training 
event  caused  additional  strain. 

Along  with  added  screening  of 
family  members,  Dr.  Fleming 
said  her  department  is  proposing 
to  require  more  input  from  the 
candidate’s  local  church  and  to 
inform  the  bishop  when  the  can¬ 
didates  apply. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  15  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

OAK  RIDGE,  TN  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  is  accepting  applications  for  a  full-time 
director  of  children’s  ministries  for  a  church 
membership  of  2 100.  The  director  will  work  with 
the  Commission  on  Education  to  develop  minis¬ 
tries  for  children  and  for  the  parents  of  children. 
Accepting  applications  through  October  5.  Salary 
negotiable.  Please  submit  resume  or  letter  of  ap¬ 
plication  to:  Reverend  John  Ripley,  P.O.  Box 
567,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831.  (615)  483-4357. 

YEAR-ROUND  POSITION  AVAILABLE  to  an 
individual  or  couple  seeking  to  serve  in  the  min¬ 
istry  of  camping  as  a  manager/director.  The 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  a  17  acre  camp  and  conference 
center  located  on  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin.  Di¬ 
rect  inquiries,  resume  and  letters  of  reference  to: 
Bruce  Nelson,  Program  Director,  P.O.  Box  846, 
Williams  Bay,  WI  53191.  Deadline:  October  15. 
The  Northern  Illinois  Conference  is  an  equal  op¬ 
portunity  affirmative  action  employer. 

MUSIC  ASSISTANT.  '/«  TIME,  FOR  dynamic 
congregation  of  2200.  Open  January  1.  Successful 
candidate  will  be  outstanding  organist/accompa¬ 
nist.  Conducting  skills  helpful.  Contact:  James 
Thrash,  Germantown  United  Methodist,  2331 
Germantown  Rd.,  Germantown,  TN  38138  by 
November  15. 

FULL-TIME  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  Di¬ 
rector,  Central  Illinois  Conference.  Request  ap¬ 
plication  from  George  Russell,  chair  personnel 
committee,  Box  515,  Bloomington,  IL  61702- 
0515.  1989  salary  $42,268,  housing,  travel,  bene¬ 
fits.  Applications  due  September  15. 

CURRENTLY  SEEKING  FULL-TIME  Youth 
and  Children’s  Director.  Experience  preferred. 
Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
420  East  Main,  Union  City,  TN  38261  or  call 
(901)  885-3573  for  more  information. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  FOR  2700-member 
church  needed.  Responsible  for  chancel  choir  and 
coordinating  12-person  part-time  music  staff.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Dr.  Dan  Bonner,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  330  N.  Broadway,  Wichita,  KS  67202 
by  September  30th. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
Marion,  Iowa  is  looking  for  a  person  in  the  area 
of  Christian  education  and/or  youth  ministry. 
Send  resumes  c/o:  Clair  Dean  Odell,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1277  8th  Avenue,  Marion,  IA 
52302-3599. 

EDUCATION/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  sought 
for  middle-sized  East  Texas  church,  near  Dallas 
and  Houston.  Salary  negotiable,  depending  upon 
qualifications.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
Rev.  Joe  Fort,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Crockett.  TX  75835.  (409)  544-2044. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries.  1650-member  church.  Clergy,  diaco- 
nal  or  certified  lay  person  with  experience.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  A1  Hammer,  St.  John’s  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boulevard, 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33884. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
and  Youth.  900-member,  growing  congrega¬ 
tion.  Salary  negotiable  according  to  skills  and 
experience.  Logos  (youth  club)  experience 
helpful  but  not  required.  Contact:  Dr.  L.C. 
Johnston,  First  UMC,  Box  1510,  Harlingen. 
TX  78551.(512)423-0540. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  PART-TIME  position 
at  growing  1000-member  church  opens  Septem¬ 
ber  12.  Handbell,  adult  and  children’s  choirs. 
$10,000  negotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  John  Fiedler, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  601  Pleasant 
Ridge,  Mansfield,  Tx  76063.  (8 1 7)  477-2287. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES: 
Peachtree  Road  United  Methodist  Church  in  At¬ 
lanta.  Georgia  is  accepting  applications  for  a  full¬ 
time  director  of  children's  ministries.  This  posi¬ 
tion  will  coordinate  and  develop  a 
comprehensive  program  of  Christian  education 
for  children  ages  birth  through  fifth  grade.  Mas- 
ter's  degree  preferred  or  equivalent  experience. 
Send  resumes,  inquiries,  or  request  for  job  de¬ 
scription  to:  Chairperson,  Search  Committee, 
Peachtree  Road  United  Methodist  Church,  At¬ 
lanta,  GA  30363.  (404)  266-2373. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun.  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704) 627-6067,  627-9507. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 
Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Ca¬ 
nal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30 
a.m.  Worship:  1 1 :00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

HANDBELL  MUSIC  WRITTEN  ESPECIALLY 
for  quartets.  Also  easily  playable  by  3-octave 
choirs.  For  information  wnte  to:  Bridgeway 
Press,  Box  21863,  Little  Rock,  AR  72221. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 
mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  nego- 
tiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

1980  BLUEBIRD  CHURCH  BUS  for  sale. 
30,000  miles.  For  more  information  contact:  Jack 
Carter  (3 18)  255-5601. 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  CA  94109  (415)  673-6768. 

ASSOCIATE  POSITION  IN  2000-MEMBER 

married/adult  population  in  a  university  commu¬ 
nity.  Principle  responsibilities  are:  Program  de¬ 
velopment,  visitation  and  evangelism,  participa¬ 
tion  in  worship  and  teaching.  Send  resume  to: 
Peter  B.  Schmalz,  69  E.  Main  Street,  Newark,  DE 
19715-0595. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  Church. 
Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’ 
National  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36, 
Huntington,  WV  25706-0036. 

Church  workers  equipped 
to  cut  risk  of  AIDS  infection 


News  and  staff  reports 

United  Methodist  missionaries 
are  being  told  to  avoid  using  over¬ 
seas  blood  supplies  for  fear  they  are 
tainted  with  the  AIDS  virus. 

Recently  commissioned  United 
Methodist  missionaries  received 
emergency  transfusion  kits  as  part 
of  a  program  launched  Aug.  1 1  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

The  NCC  is  warning  overseas  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  its  member  denomina¬ 
tions — especially  those  church 
workers  in  central  African  coun¬ 
tries — that  local  blood  supplies  may 
contain  the  virus  that  causes  ac¬ 
quired  immune  deficiency  syndrome. 

The  NCC  suggests  that  missionar¬ 
ies  identify  “safe”  blood  donors  of 
varying  blood  types  to  establish  their 
own  emergency  blood  supplies. 

They  are  to  become,  in  effect, 
"walking  blood  banks."  an  NCC 
statement  said. 

Despite  the  lines  such  an  ap¬ 
proach  potentially,  could  draw  be¬ 
tween  indigenous  people  and 
Westerners.  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sions  officials  say  they  back  the 
NCC  recommendation. 

“We  encourage  the  ‘walking 
blood  bank’  idea,"  said  Anne  Un- 
ander,  program  secretary  for  mis¬ 
sionary  training  with  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  “We  recommend  mis¬ 
sionaries  come  back  to  the  United 
States  if  they  need  surgery.” 

The  NCC  has  begun  supplying 
missionaries  with  special  emergen¬ 
cy  medical  kits  containing  syringes 
and  blood  tubes  for  use  in  emergen¬ 


cy  situations.  That  move  was 
prompted  by  a  concern  about  inad¬ 
equately  sterilized  needles. 

More  than  half  of  the  1,000  kits 
were  distributed  by  NCC  member 
churches  during  the  first  three 
weeks  of  availability,  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  agency  reported. 

Ms.  Unander  said  several  kits  were 
provided  to  each  of  the  missionaries 
commissioned  two  weeks  ago. 

Dr.  Duvon  Corbitt,  Global  Min¬ 
istries'  medical  secretary,  said  it 
would  be  folly  not  to  take  an  ap¬ 
proach  such  as  that  recommended 
by  the  NCC. 

“We’re  sending  people  to  try  to 
help,"  said  Dr.  Corbitt.  “We  have  a 
total  responsibility  for  people  we 
send  out.  It  would  be  foolhardy  to  go 
out  and  not  take  care  of  yourself.” 

Dr.  John  Frame,  director  of  the 
NCC-related  Interchurch  Center 
Health  office,  said;  “The  risk  of 
AIDS  is  real  for  missionaries  serv¬ 
ing  in  infected  areas,  but  not  very 
high  if  a  person  takes  precautions." 

Missionaries  as  a  group.  Dr.  Frame 
said,  tend  to  be  at  low  risk  for  AIDS 
because  they  usually  are  not  practic¬ 
ing  homosexuals,  sexually  promiscu¬ 
ous  or  intravenous  drug  users. 

Medical  research  has  identified 
those  groups  as  being  at  highest  risk 
of  contracting  AIDS.  That’s  because 
the  disease  is  transmitted  by  sexual 
intercourse,  using  a  needle  contami¬ 
nated  by  blood  from'  an  AIDS-in- 
fected  person  or  receiving  tainted 
blood  in  a  transfusion. 

Religious  News  Service  and  Re¬ 
porter  Associate  Editor  Cynthia  B. 
Astle  contributed  to  this  report. 
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Children  put  together  message 

PAYNESVILLE,  Minn. — Elementary  school  children  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Camp  Koronis  in  the  Minnesota  Annual  Conference 
proudly  hold  one  of  two  "cut-up  collages"  now  on  display  at  the 
Cultural  Center  in  Leon,  Nicaragua.  The  campers  drew  pictures 
with  brightly  colored  markers  and  labeled  them  in  Spanish,  "Juergo 
de  Ninos,"  or  play  of  children  in  Minnesota.  Eventually  the  posters 
are  to  be  cut  into  puzzles  and  given  to  the  Center  for  Minors  in 
Leon. 
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SPECIAL  OFFERING:  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  United  States  are  being  asked  by 
their  bishops  to  make  a 
“one-time  sacrificial  offer¬ 
ing”  Sept.  17  for  United 
Methodists  in  Mozam¬ 
bique.  The  southeastern  Af¬ 
rican  nation  is  being 
wracked  by  civil  war.  This 
month's  special  offering — 
which  is  in  addition  to  all 
other  giving  for  Mozambi¬ 
can  relief — is  to  help  meet 
the  personal  needs  of 
church  members,  said  the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Har¬ 
man,  head  of  overseas  missions.  “While  [they] 
are  distributing  relief  funds  to  suffering  fam¬ 
ilies,  their  own  families  are  starving,”  he  said  of 
Mozambique’s  United  Methodists. 

POWERFUL  SHOW:  The  struggles 
by  a  group  of  ministers  and  their  families  seek¬ 
ing  social  justice  for  steel  workers  in  Pittsburgh 
is  revealed  in  "The  Fighting  Ministers.”  The 
60-minute  documentary  is  scheduled  for  10 
p.m.  Eastern  time  Sept.  5  on  the  Public  Broad¬ 
casting  System.  Host  Bill  Moyers  said  of  “The 
Fighting  Ministers”  that  he  was  “haunted  by 
the  testimony  of  those  men  and  women  who 
have  paid  so  fearfully  for  acting  in  conscience.” 

GIVING  UP:  Americans  gave  an  esti¬ 
mated  $48.2  billion  to  religious  institutions  and 
activities  during  1988.  That’s  the  finding  of  the 
American  Association  of  Fund-raising  Counsel 
Trust  for  Philanthropy.  The  money  given  to  re¬ 
ligious  causes  accounted  for  the  largest  category 
of  charitable  giving.  In  all,  Americans  gave  al¬ 
most  $104.4  billion  to  charities.  Adjusted  for 
inflation,  the  religious  community’s  share  was  a 
3.3  percent  increase  from  1987. 

YOUNG  LEADERSHIP  IN  CUBA: 

Revival  is  in  progress  in  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Cuba,  and  young  people  are  playing  a  signifi¬ 
cant  role,  said  the  Rev.  Armando  Rodriguez. 
The  Methodist  pastor  from  Manicaragua,  Cuba, 
said  that  the  Cuban  Methodist  Youth  League 
includes  members  1 6  to  32  years  of  age.  At  pres¬ 
ent,  about  50  local  units  are  operating,  and  it 
was  hoped  that  as  many  as  15  more  would  be 
added  at  an  assembly  in  late  August.  Mr.  Rodri¬ 
guez,  Nelda  Zambrano  and  Niurka  Montero 
visited  churches  in  New  England,  Kansas  and 
Iowa  in  July  before  attending  the  national  Unit- 
ed  Methodist  youth  convocation  in  Ames,  Iowa. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Worship  book  panel  debates  names  for  God 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Aisodafe  Editor 

NASHVILLE— What  names 
we  give  God  are  high  on  the 
agenda  of  the  special  study  com¬ 
mittee  creating  a  new  book  of 
worship  rituals  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  new  worship  book  is  to  be 
a  companion  resource  to  the  new 
United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

Opinions  about  “God  lan¬ 
guage"  among  committee  mem¬ 
bers  already  have  divided  into 
two  themes,  judging  from  a  de¬ 
bate  over  proposed  language 
guidelines  during  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  meeting  Aug.  1 6-20. 


While  supporters  on  both  sides 
favor  sex-and-race  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  to  describe  human  beings, 
some  draw  the  line  when  it 
comes  to  names  for  God. 

Retired  Bishop  Ole  Borgen, 
scholar  in  residence  at  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wil- 
more,  Ky.,  was  the  most  outspo¬ 
ken  advocate  of  the  view  that 
“God  is  Father." 

“The  attributes  of  God  are  not 
a  substitute  for  the  basic  revela¬ 
tion,”  Bishop  Borgen  contended. 
“Christ’s  constant  emphasis  is  on 
‘Father.’  That’s  who  God  is.  “If 
we  were  to  call  God  “Mother-Fa¬ 
ther  God,"  we  would  make  Him 
bisexual." 


Other  committee  members 
supported  more  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  expressing  that  “God  is 
like  a  father.” 

Using  “like,”  some  members 
contended,  implies  that  God  le¬ 
gitimately  could  also  be  ad¬ 
dressed  as  "mother”  or  “parent.” 

“Why  isn’t  any  language  for 
God  metaphorical  if  God  is  great¬ 
er  than  we  humans  can  compre¬ 
hend?"  asked  the  Rev.  Ann  B. 
Sherer,  a  district  superintendent 
from  Nacogdoches,  Texas. 

A  presentation  on  inclusive 
language — including  female  im¬ 
agery  for  God — was  led  by  the 
Rev.  Linda  E.  Thomas,  dean  of" 
students  at  Wesley  Theological 


Seminary  in  Washington  and 
president  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

“We  are  always  affected  by 
language,”  Ms.  Thomas  asserted. 
“Language  is  always  influential 
and  formative  but  especially  in 
prayer.  Inclusive  language  recog¬ 
nizes  God’s  holiness  and  hu¬ 
mans’  goodness  as  created  in  the 
image  of  God.” 

Ms.  Thomas  challenged  the 
committee  to  “reflect  on  styles  of 
worship”  and  to  accept  the  “op¬ 
portunity  to  affect  the  21st  centu¬ 
ry”  by  including  female  images  for 
God  in  the  new  worship  book. 


At  the  close  of  the  debate. 
Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison  (Phil¬ 
adelphia  Area),  who  chairs  the 
worship  book  committee,  called 
the  guidelines,  proposed  by  the 
committee’s  staff  based  on  the 
standards  used  for  the  new  hym¬ 
nal,  a  “working  paper.” 

She  said  the  group  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  interpret  its  language 
guidelines  as  it  proceeds  through 
its  2 '/2-year  study. 

The  committee  is  to  report  to 
the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  in  1991.  That  board  is  to 
forward  the  committee’s  work  to 
the  1992  General  Conference  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 


Child  advocacy  programs 
to  be  listed  in  new  resource 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

You’ll  soon  be  able  to  find  all  United  Meth¬ 
odist  resources  for  children’s  and  youth  minis¬ 
tries  listed  in  one  place. 

The  listing  is  due  out  in  January,  thanks  to 
the  1988  General  Conference  and  the  United 
Methodist  Coalition  for  Children  and  Youth. 

The  coalition,  an  interagency  task  force  man¬ 
dated  by  the  church’s  highest  legislative  body,  is 
to  publish  the  booklet.  It  is  to  list  resources  and 
programs  available  through  United  Methodist 
boards  and  agencies  that  have  departments  re¬ 
lated  to  children,  youths  and  families  as  well  as 
the  Children  and  Youth  and  Family  Section  of 
the  United  Methodist  Association  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries. 

The  idea  for  the  book  came  during  the  first 
meeting  of  the  group  following  the  Focus  ’89 
meeting  in  Nashville  last  month. 

“We  want  local  churches  to  know  that  we 
have  a  united  commitment  to  children  and 
youth,”  said  Marilyn  W.  Magee  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  “We  affirm  the  work  al¬ 
ready  being  done  byyUnited  Methodist 
churches,  but  we  want  to  be  a  clearing  house  for 
programs  to  help  pastors  and  church  workers 
understand  the  issues  of  children  and  youth.” 

The  committee’s  theme  through  1992  is  “Fo¬ 
cus  on  Children  and  Youth:  A  United  Method¬ 
ist  Commitment,” 

Ms.  Magee  said  the  1988  General  Conference 


"We  want  to  be  a  clearing 
house  for  programs  to  help 
pastors  and  church  workers 
understand  the  issues  of 
children  and  youth." 

— Marilyn  W.  Magee 

called  for  an  interagency  task  force  that  would 
make  available  child  advocacy  programs  for  lo¬ 
cal  churches. 

The  General  Conference  asked  all  denomina¬ 
tional  agencies  to  support  policies  for  families 
needing  dependent  care  and  mutually  support 
the  work  each  agency  is  doing  to  promote  the 
well-being  of  children. 

In  addition,  the  1988  General  Conference  res¬ 
olution  calls  on  each  United  Methodist  to  be¬ 
come  an  advocate  for  children  “because  of  our 
faith  commitment  and  response  to  Jesus  Christ 
who  said,  ‘Let  the  children  come  to  me  and  do 
not  stop  them  because  the  kingdom  of  God  be¬ 
longs  to  such  as  these’  ”  (see  UMR,  Aug.  1 8). 

The  interagency  task  force  is  composed  of 
representatives  from  the  general  boards  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship,  Global  Ministries  (National  Program 
Division,  Women’s  Division  and  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Department),  and  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  plus  the  General  Commission  on  Commu¬ 
nication.  —  _ 


DELPHINE  was  accepted  at  the 
Christian  Orphanage  in  India  be¬ 
cause  her  family  lives  in  utter 
poverty.  She  is  seven  years  old 
and  is  in  the  second  grade.  She 
desperately  needs  someone  to 
help  her. 

Food  for  body  and  spirit  is  pro¬ 
vided  through  the  sponsorship 
program  of  WORLD'S  CHIL¬ 
DREN,  INC.  founded  in  1965  by 
a  Methodist  minister  and  his  wife. 
WCI  seeks  sponsors  for  children 
like  Delphine. 

Do  you  care  enough  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  life  of  a  child? 
The  cost  is  $13  a  month-less 
than  444  a  day-  to  provide  food, 
clothing  and  an  education  for  a 
destitute  youngster.  WCI  is  U.S. 
government  approved  and  all  con¬ 
tributions  are  tax-deductible.  The 
corporation  sent  88%  of  funds  re¬ 
ceived  overseas  for  the  children 
last  year. 

You'll  receive  full  information 
about  "your”  child:  name,  ad¬ 
dress,  photo.  An  audit  copy  is 
also  sent  to  all  sponsors.  Please 
write  today: 
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with  lo  sponsor  o  child  whor*  tho 
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Endosod  is  poymonl  for  first  month 


World's  Children.  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey.  Director 
P.0  Bo*  2979 
Winter  Haven.  FL  33880 


Coal  miners'  strike  seems  'like 
a  civil  war '  to  Virginia  UM  pastor 


By  ROBERT  F.  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

LEBANON,  Va. — "It’s  almost 
like  a  civil  war,”  mused  the  Rev. 
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Richard  Humphrey,  “splitting  fam¬ 
ilies,  splitting  the  church.  I’ve  never 
before  done  this  much  counseling.” 

Mr.  Humphrey  is  pastor  of  the 
500-member  Lebanon  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  situated 
squarely  in  the  center  of  Appala¬ 
chia’s  bitter  coal  field  strike. 

An  estimated  1,800  miners  in 
three  states  have  been  out  since 
April  5,  about  1,200  of  them  in  this 
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mountainous  comer  of  Virginia. 

All  sides  are  represented  in  Mr. 
Humphrey’s  church — miners,  state 
troopers,  mine  company  executives, 
businesspeople. 

Lebanon,  a  city  of  about  3,000,  is 
headquarters  for  the  Pittston  Coal 
Group,  Virginia’s  largest  mine  op¬ 
erator  and  the  object  of  the  strike. 

Pittston  Coal  miners  had  worked 
for  a  year  without  a  contract  before 
striking.  They  were  at  odds  with  the 
company  over  fringe  benefits  such  as 
health  insurance  and  job  security. 

Mr.  Humphrey  conducts  a  prayer 
vigil  in  the  church  each  Wednesday 
noon,  attended  by  between  “60  peo¬ 
ple  down  to  me  and  a  Catholic  nun.” 

Each  week’s  prayer  group  includes 
representatives  from  one  particular 
segment  or  another  in  the  dispute,  he 
said,  never  a  cross  section. 

“I’m  trying  to  be  a  reconciling 
agent,”  Mr.  Humphrey  said,  “to  bring 
people  back  together  and  a  quick  end 
to  the  strike.” 

News  accounts  suggest  that  the  end 
is  nowhere  in  sight. 

Asked  if  he  had  any  feeling  that  a 
settlement  is  near,  the  pastor  respond¬ 
ed:  “None  whatsoever.” 

Mines  around  Lebanon  are  only  a 
few  Appalachian  ridges  away  from 
the  sites  of  many  violent  coal  field  en¬ 
counters.  Some  of  those  were  vicious 
enough  to  earn  nicknames  like 
“Bloody  Harlan”  in  Eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky. 

"Many  people  tell  us  they  are  with 
us,”  in  efforts  to  bring  healing  and 
reconciliation,  the  pastor  said.  “I  just 
wish  we  could-  get  more  people  in¬ 
volved." 


IACKSON,  Ky. — Poe  Couch  (right)  and  Bill  Robinson  repair  Mr. 
Couch's  home  in  one  project  conducted  by  the  Grass  Roots  Eco¬ 
nomic  Development  Corp.  This  organization,  which  receives  money 
from  United  Methodists  through  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church,  works  to  motivate  low-income  families  to  become  self-suf¬ 
ficient  and  end  the  cycle  of  poverty. 

'Grass  Roots'  grows 
self-sufficient  workers 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

“Instead  of  a  hand  out,  we  give 
people  a  helping  hand  by  training 
people  how  to  be  self-sufficient  and 
self-motivated,”  said  Thomas  Little 
Jr.,  executive  director  of  the  Grass 
Roots  Economic  Development 
Corp.  in  Jackson,  Ky. 

This  “grass  roots”  ministry  is  one 
of  23  economic  development  pro¬ 
grams  receiving  designated  gifts 
from  United  Methodists  through 
the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church.  That’s  the  denomination’s 
program  for  second-mile  giving  be¬ 
yond  apportioned  askings. 

For  nearly  18  years,  the  Grass 
Roots  Corp.  has  provided  livestock 
and  jobs  to  poverty-oppressed  peo¬ 
ple  shut  off  from  society  in  the  hills 
of  Southeastern  Kentucky. 

An  ongoing  project  is  home  re¬ 
pairs,  done  by  the  residents  and  vol¬ 
unteers  from  across  the  country. 

“Hands-on  experience  is  the 
key!”  said  Mr.  Little.  “Painting, 
new  roofs,  porches,  steps,  sheet 
rock,  electrical  work,  insulation  and 
plumbing — these  are  a  sampling  of 
projects  that  have  been  done.  And 
when  it  isn’t  feasible  to  repair  an 
old  house,  a  new  one  is  built  to  re¬ 
place  it.” 

The  23  economic  development 
programs,  administered  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  channel  church  resources  to 
community-based  economic  proj- 
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ects  that  help  build  self-reliance 
among  those  receiving  help. 

The  Rev.  Abraham  R.  Carey,  a 
staff  executive  at  the  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  board,  said  seed  money  from  the 
Community  and  Economic  Develop¬ 
ment  fund  goes  to  community-based 
ventures  including  credit  unions,  co¬ 
operatives,  community  development 
corporations,  worker-owned  enter¬ 
prises,  development  banks,  and  small 
businesses  that  aid  economic  develop¬ 
ment  at  the  local  level. 

At  the  national  level,  the  program 
has  three  major  components: 
grants,  technical  assistance  and  a  re¬ 
volving  loan  fund. 

“Each  component  is  important 
because  it  can  transform  the  work 
of  a  local  entity  and  make  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  its  ability  to  meet  critical 
local  needs,"  Mr.  Carey  said. 

Gifts  to  support  “Grass  Roots  Eco¬ 
nomic  Development  Corp.”  can  be 
sent  via  any  United  Methodist  annu¬ 
al  conference  treasurer  and  designat¬ 
ed  for  Advance  Nos.  771338-1  and 
771334-6  (land  purchase). 


Capture  was  ruse >  UM  hostage  says 


The  United  Methodist  held  hos¬ 
tage  by  a  rebel  group  in  Colombia  for 
nine  months  said  last  week  that  his 
capture  was  a  ruse  to  enlist  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  indigenous  tribes  with 
whom  he  works  (see  UMR,  Aug.  4). 

Bruce  Olson,  a  member  of  San 
Augustine  (Texas)  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  said  the  guerrillas  also 
wanted  him  to  join  their  cause. 

The  independent  missionary  said 


he  refused.  “I  don’t  champion  the 
idea  of  killing  for  the  sake  of  re¬ 
form,"  he  said. 

The  attempt  to  gain  the  support 
of  the  tribes  failed,  Mr.  Olson  said, 
when,  for  the  first  time  in  Colombia 
history,  the  nation’s  50  indigenous 
groups  united  to  declare  that  if  he 
weren’t  freed,  they  would  declare 
war  on  the  guerrillas. 

"I  believe  that  God  is  orchestrat¬ 


ing  the  situation,”  the  missionary 
told  the  Reporter  last  week. 

During  his  captivity,  Mr.  Olson 
said  about  60  percent  of  his  captors 
were  converted  to  Christianity  as  a 
result  of  Bible  studies  he  started. 

He’s  in  the  United  States,  recover¬ 
ing  from  his  ordeal  and  plans  to  visit 
many  of  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  that  support  his  work. 

—GLEN  LARUM 
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'Untouchables'  suffer  oppression 

Two  clergymen  criticize  Christian  'caste'  discrimination  in  India 


By  CHARLES  NEWTON 

Religious  News  Service 

CALCUTTA,  India— The  leader 
of  the  Church  of  South  India  and  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest  have  criti¬ 
cized  Christians  in  India  for  dis¬ 
criminating  against  converts  from 
the  “untouchable”  Hindu  caste. 

Of  the  20  million  Christians  in 
India,  16  million  are  of  Hindu  “un¬ 
touchable”  origin. 

In  a  booklet  titled  “The  Un- 
Christian  Side  of  the  Indian 
Church,"  the  Rev.  M.  Azariah  of 
the  Church  of  South  India  writes: 

"Over  a  million  Hindu  converts 


to  Christianity,  members  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church,  are  more  or 
less  ruled  by  caste.” 

The  Rev.  Anthony  Raj,  a  priest 
who  is  himself  of  “untouchable”  or¬ 
igin,  also  decried  this  discrimina¬ 
tion  by  Roman  Catholics  in  a  recent 
article  in  “The  Illustrated  Weekly 
of  India." 

“Though  the  Dalits  (untouch¬ 
ables)  constitute  65  percent  of  the 
10  million  Christians  in  the  South, 
not  one  of  the  13  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  of  Tamil  Nadu  is  of  ‘un¬ 
touchable’  origin,”  the  priest  said. 

Father  Raj  added  that  no  “un¬ 


touchable”  has  been  appointed  to 
any  of  the  important  and  powerful 
posts  of  in  any  of  the  states’  14  dio¬ 
ceses. 

Mr.  Azariah,  an  “untouchable” 
convert  from  a  village  near  Madras, 
said  in  his  booklet  that  people  like 
him  are  “discriminated  against  and 
oppressed  by  fellow  Christians 
within  the  church  for  no  fault  of 
their  own  but  the  accident  of  birth, 
even  when  they  are  second-,  third- 
or  fourth-generation  Christians.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  Church  of 
South  India  leader  acknowledged 
that  Christians  of  “untouchable" 
origin  are  divided  among  them- 
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Mission  work  has  many  faces 

RIDGECREST,  N.J. — Christian  clowns  paint  children's  faces  at  a  recent  Southern  Baptist  missions  festi¬ 
val.  The  clowns  demonstrated  puppet-  and  clown-ministry  techniques.  Clown  ministry  has  proved  to  be 
an  effective  way  for  a  growing  number  of  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  churches  to  reach  children 
with  the  Gospel. 

Dear  Dehnrnh - 


selves  into  subsects  like  their  Hindu 
counterparts. 

"They  observe  caste  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  one  another  equally 
strongly,  if  not  more,  like  all  other 
Hindus,”  he  said. 

Although  discrimination  is 
banned  under  the  Indian  Constitu¬ 
tion,  untouchability  remains  in 
practice. 

Those  who  have  become  Chris¬ 
tians  say  conversion  has  not  helped 
them.  Although  the  faith  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  egalitarian,  they  still 
suffer  at  the  hands  of  Christians  of 
upper-caste  Hindu  origins. 

Mixed  couples 
should  pick  one 
faith  for  kids 

Religious  News  Service 

Children  of  interfaith  marriages 
are  healthier  when  they’re  reared  in 
the  faith  of  only  one  parent  rather 
than  both  or  neither. 

That’s  the  advice  of  two  speakers 
at  the  national  convention  of  the 
American  Psychological  Associa¬ 
tion  in  New  Orleans. 

Dr.  Aphrodite  J.  Clamar,  a  New 
York  psychotherapist,  urged  respect 
for  the  “double  heritage”  of  chil¬ 
dren  of  Christian-Jewish  marriages. 

But  Dr.  Clamar  warned  that  such 
children  “cannot  grow  up  with  a 
clear  sense  of  religious  identity  if 
they  are  not  fully  at  home  in  either 
the  mother’s  or  father's  faith.” 

Lydia  KukofT  of  Los  Angeles,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Reform  Jewish  move¬ 
ment’s  “Outreach”  program  for 
intermarried  couples,  said,  “It 
places  the  child  in  the  extremely 
difficult  position  of  choosing  one 
parent  over  the  other,  something 
that  should  be  avoided  wherever 
,  ppsjible." 


Caring  for  elderly  mother  is  taxing  daughter 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  been  caring  for  my  frail 
and  failing  mother  for  more  than 
five  years  now. 

I  have  two  sisters  and  three 
brothers,  all  married  like  I  am  and 
all  living  within  50  miles. 

But  they  never  offer  to  come  and 
stay  with  Mom  or  have  her  visit 
them  for  a  few  days. 

I’m  worn  to  a  frazzle,  and  my 
husband  says  something  has  to  be 
done.  Our  children  are  feeling  ne¬ 
glected,  and  he  wants  his  wife  back. 

But  I  don’t  know  what  to  do.  It 


takes  just  about  all  my  energy  just 
to  write  this  letter. 

Mandy 

Dear  Mandy: 

First  call  your  pastor  and  ask  for 
some  immediate  respite  from  some¬ 
one  in  your  congregation. 

Then  ask  your  pastor  to  help  you 
find  a  support  group  for  caregivers. 

You  may  think  you  don  ’l  have  the 
time  and  energy  for  a  group,  but  you 
will  find  it  worth  whatever  it  takes  to 
join  one! 

You  don ’t  say  how  much  help  your 


husband  has  been. 

If  he  has  helped  as  much  as  he  can 
and  is  expressing  a  concern  for  your 
health  and  your  family,  then  listen 
to  him  and  together  seek  a  solution. 

There  is  an  excellent  book. 
"Daughters  of  the  Elderly,  “  edited  by 
Jane  Norris,  which  you  might  find  in 
a  library  or  a  bookstore.  If  not,  a 
bookstore  could  order  it  for  you. 

I  would  suggest  that  you  also  seek 
some  counseling  to  explore  the  rela¬ 
tionship  among  all  you  siblings  and 
with  your  parent. 

Why  can  7  you  ask  them  to  help? 

You  need  some  perspective  on  how 
to  cope  with  alt  the  layers  and  levels 
of  meanings  and  emotions  that  swirl 
around  a  family  when  parents  are 
aging  and  becoming  dependent  and 


in  need  of  care. 

Another  good  book  is  "Making 
Peace  with  Your  Parents"  by  Bloom¬ 
field. 

Books  don’t  solve  problems,  but 
they  can  give  you  a  different  perspec¬ 
tive  that  could free  you  to  solve  some! 

Most  of  all.  keep  in  touch  with 
God  and  your  faith,  and  allow  your¬ 
self  to  accept  help  from  others. 

I  will  remember  you  in  my  prayers. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  “ Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns 

Jubilee  song  celebrates 
salvation  through  Christ 
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Religious  war  being  fought  in  high  court 

Reporter  Roger  Mudd  stands  outside  a  church  in  a  scene  from  "The 
Supreme  Court's  Holy  Battles."  The  one-hour  documentary  is 
scheduled  to  be  telecast  Sept.  19  on  the  Public  Broadcasting  System. 
During  the  program  Mr.  Mudd,  a  former  NBC  and  CBS  correspon¬ 
dent,  explores  the  controversy  surrounding  the  separation  of 
church  and  state  in  the  United  States.  (Check  local  listings  for  exact 
program  time.) 


Blow  ye  the  trumpet,  blow! 

The  gladly  solemn,  sound: 

Let  all  the  nations  know, 

To  earth ’s  remotest  bound. 

The  year  of  jubilee  is  come! 

Return,  ye  ransomed  sinners,  come. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Charles  Wesley  wrote  “Blow  Ye 
the  Trumpet,  Blow!”  in  1750  as  one 
of  seven  hymns  in  a  pamphlet  enti¬ 
tled  “Hymns  for  the  New  Year.” 

The  year  of  jubilee,  as  described 
in  Leviticus  25:8-1 7,  was  celebrated 
each  50  years — the  year  following 
seven  sabbaticals. 

Israelites  who  were  in  bondage  to 
•any  of  their  countrymen  were  freed. 
Ancestral  possessions  were  returned 
to  any  who  had  been  compelled 
through  poverty  to  sell  them.  Other 
provisions  righting  wrongs  were 
provided  in  the  law  for  this  year. 

Using  the  year  of  jubilee  as  a 
backdrop,  Wesley  pictures  vividly 
salvation  through  Christ  as  he  joy¬ 
fully  sings 

Jesus,  our  great  High  Priest 
Hath  full  atonement  made: 

Ye  weary  spirits,  rest; 

Ye  mournful  souls,  be  glad: 

The  year  of  jubilee  is  come! 


Return,  ye  ransomed  sinners,  home. 

In  the  last  two  lines,  repeated  in 
each  stanza,  Wesley  addresses  indi¬ 
viduals  not  as  “children  of  God,” 
“believers”  or  as  “Christians”  but 
as  sinners  who  have  been  ransomed 
by  Christ. 

Lewis  Edson,  a  New  England 
singing-school  teacher,  composed 
the  tune  “Lenox”  in  1 782. 

A  native  of  Massachusetts,  Edson 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  after 
the  Revolutionary  War  he  conduct¬ 
ed  singing  schools  in  Massachusetts, 
New  York  and  Connecticut. 

His  tune  “Lenox,”  named  for  a 
village  in  Massachusetts,  was  one  of 
the  fuguing  tunes  that  were  so  wide¬ 
ly  sung. 

Some  of  its  vitality  was  lost  when 
it  was  converted  to  a  “regular  hymn 
tune”  by  eliminating  two  measures 
and  filling  in  the  harmony  of  the 
parts,  thus  doing  away  with  the  imi¬ 
tation  or  delayed  entrances  of  the 
voice  parts. 

But  the  tune  has  remained,  and 
its  use  with  Charles  Wesley’s  text 
has  been  unchallenged  for  more 
than  two  centuries.  \ 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"The  Old  Rugged  Cross" 
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It's  back  to  Sunday  school  time 

Grade  school  students  head  out  to  recess.  When  public  and  private 
school  doors  start  swinging  open  again  around  Labor  Day,  that  also 
signals  the  beginning  of  a  new  Sunday  school  year  for  youngsters  in 
many  congregations.  Much  of  the  curriculum  material  available  for 
children  and  youths  is  geared  to  parallel  the  public-school  term. 


Reviews—  — 

Letters  reveal  Calvin  as  pastor 

" Calvin  and  the  Duchess "  by  F.  Whitfield  Barton.  Louisville,  Ky.: 
Westminster/Know  Press,  1989.  248  pages.  Paperback,  $11.95. 

By  JEFFERSON  D.  CASKEY 

Known  to  the  world  primarily  as  a  theologian  and  a  leader  of  the 
Protestant  Reformation,  John  Calvin  takes  on  the  role  of  pastor  in 
“Calvin  and  the  Duchess.” 

According  to  author  F.  Whitfield  Barton,  Calvin  visited  the  court 
of  Renee,  Duchess  of  Ferrara,  in  March  1536,  and  presented  her  with 
the  first  copy  of  his  “Christian  Institutes.” 

The  “Institutes”  is  a  profound  theological  treatise  that  scholars  and 
others  seriously  interested  in  Christian  doctrine  continue  to  find  useful. 

This  exchange  began  a  relationship  of  visits  and  correspondence 
between  two  deeply  intellectual  Christian  individuals  that  was  to  last 
for  three  decades.  Calvin  chose  to  use  the 
pseudonym  Charles  d’Espeville  in  his 
correspondence  of  friendship  and  spiritual 
advice  with  the  duchess.  Only  one  of  the 
duchess’  letters  to  Calvin  is  now  extant. 

But  from  other  research  and  Calvin’s  cor¬ 
respondence,  evidence  of  their  friendship 
has  been  preserved. 

It’s  from  Calvin’s  letters  primarily  that 
the  author  gives  a  good  history  of  John 
Calvin,  16th  century  royalty  and  the  Prot¬ 
estant  Reformation,  a  period  of  history  re¬ 
plete  with  political  intrigue,  conspiracy,  heresy,  charges  of  heresy  and 
assassinations. 

“Calvin  and  the  Duchess”  is  a  profound  book.  Carefully  written 
and  documented,  it  will  have  special  appeal  to  those  looking  for  his¬ 
tory  of  the  church  in  the  16th  century,  the  Protestant  Reformation, 
Renaissance  Europe  and  John  Calvin  as  a  pastor  instead  of  a  formi¬ 
dable  theologian. 

F.  Whitfield  Barton  is  an  outstanding  scholar.  She  has  spent  many 
years  as  a  student  of  the  Protestant  Reformation  and  has  written  two 
other  biographies:  “The  Sage”  and  “The  Olive  and  Olympia.” 

Jefferson  D.  Caskey  is  a  professor  of  library  science  at  Western 
Kentucky  University,  Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

Is  ' Revelation '  relevant  today ? 

"The  Relevance  of  Revelation:  A  Self-Study  Guide  to  the  Scriptures 
for  the  Laity"  by  Lloyd  M.  Conyers.  August  House,  1988.  $ 7.95. 

By  EARL  B.  CARTER 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  M.  Conyers,  a  retired  United  Methodist  minister 
from  Batesville,  Ark.,  had  his  interest  in  the  Bible’s  book  of  Revela¬ 
tion  kindled  during  the  1970s  and  1980s.  That  was  when  a  plethora 
of  books  and  articles  hit  the  religious  market  purporting  to  offer  read¬ 
ers  the  correct,  infallible  and  usually  a  literalistic  interpretation  of 
Revelation. 

Dr.  Conyers  believes  that  as  times  become  increasingly  difficult 
with  the  closing  years  of  this  century.  Revelation  may  come  to  be  the 
most  widely  read  book  of  the  Bible. 

Admitting  that  people  have  been  frightened,  confused  and  frustrat¬ 
ed  by  studies  and  sermons  on  Revelation,  he  recoils  from  the  thought 
of  another  era  of  such  tragedy. 

The  purpose  of  “The  Relevance  of  Revelation”  is  to  enable  the  av¬ 
erage  layperson  to  come  to  a  helpful  understanding  of  Revelation 
and,  through  its  message,  learn  what  God  is  saying  to  us  today. 

In  my  opinion,  he  achieves  that  purpose  remarkably  well. 

This  book  isn’t  something  to  be  read  once  or  scanned  and  then  laid 
aside.  It  will  serve  as  a  guide  in  a  serious  study  of  Revelation.  For 
that  reason  it  should  be  used  with  the  Bible  in  hand  and  in  a  spirit  of 
prayer  and  openness. 

The  guide  is  void  of  the  terms  and  technical  language  of  the  aca¬ 
demically  minded,  research-oriented  Bible  scholar  and  is  written  for 
a  general  audience.  Laypeople  will  appreciate  that  approach. 

At  the  same  time,  the  scholarship  is  sound,  solid  and  informed. 

The  author  finds  Revelation’s  relevance  in  its  instruction  to  the 
early  Christians  on  how  to  deal  with  the  forces  of  evil — the  basic 
problem  facing  people  of  every  generation. 

The  author  doesn’t  take  the  position  that  his  interpretation  of  the 
symbols  and  signs  in  Revelation  is  infallible.  Rather,  he  points  out 
the  fallacy  of  all  apocalyptic  thought. 

The  section  in  which  he  shares  his  understanding  of  the  message 
and  how  it  translates  into  modern  life  (pages  91-97)  is  the  finest  I 
have  read  and  is  worth  the  price  of  the  book. 

This  guide  will  be  most  useful  in  Sunday  School  classes,  Bible  study 
groups  and  individual  study  in  which  you  wish  to  explore  the  mes¬ 
sage  and  discover  the  relevance  of  the  Revelation  for  these  times. 

« 

The  Rev.  Earl  B.  Carter  is  executive  director  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  The  United  Methodist  Church,  in  Dallas. 
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SEPTEMBER  17 

IS  RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES  SUNDAY 


sign  which  appears  on  the  mailbox  in  front  of  the  home  in 
Slidell  carries  an  appropriate  message. 

For  ministers  and  spouses,  who  through  the  years  have  moved 
from  one  parsonage  to  another,  there  comes  the  time  that  with  sat¬ 
isfaction  and  contentment,  they  become  part  of  the  group  which  is 
"Dun  Movin." 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Program  helps  make  residences 
available  to  these  families. 

This  mailbox  is  in  front  of  the  home  occupied  by  Jim  and  Hazel 
Lea  Ailor 


’  DUtf  MOVItf' 


‘onl  -fnirts  xetou-r  A  Voe^‘-r6N(  up  Easily.  ' 


We  won't  chase  you  .  . .  but  we  do  want  you  to  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  providing  financial  support  for  this  unique  ministry.  Please 
send  your  contributions  to: 

Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc. 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802-5720 


I  am  enclosing  a  contribution  of  $ _  for:  (check  one) 


_  Extended  Ministers  and  Administration 

_  Reserve  for  building  homes 

_  Undesignated 

As  a  memorial  to  _ 

In  honor  of  _ 

Mail  certificate  to  _ 

Address  _ 

My  name  and  address  is  - 


I  My  church  is  -  Pastor  - 

|  District  -  Date  - 

j  _  I  would  be  interested  in  donating  my  home  or  other  property. 

I - - I 


Alexandria... 

Amite . , . 

Baton  Rouge 

Belcher . 

Bernice . 

Bossier  City . 
Coushatta.... 
Downsville .. 

Franklin . 

Hammond... 

Homer . 

Iota . . 

Lafayette . 

Mansfield.... 
Monroe . . 


•  LOCATION  OF  HOMES 


. . (1)  Minden . (2) 

. (1)  Natchitoches . (1) 

. (2)  New  Orleans . . . ( 1 ) 

. (1)  Pineville . (1) 

. (1)  Plaquemine . . (1) 

4 . (3)  Ponchatoula . (1) 

. (1)  Rayville . (2) 

. (1)  Ruston . (5) 

. ( 1 )  plus  6  unit  apartment 

. (1)  Shreveport . (1) 

. (1)  West  Monroe . (1) 

. (1)  Slidell . (I) 

. (2)  Vivian . (1) 

. (1)  West  Lake . (1) 

. (1) 


What  Your  Church  Can  Do 
What  You  Can  Do 
What  We  Can  Do 

What  your  church  can  do: 

•Observe  September  17  as  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Sunday  by  dis¬ 
tributing  brochures  and  envelopes  and  receiving  a  special  offering 

•  Designate  a  communion  offering  for  this  program 

•  Pay  '/:  the  cost  and  build  a  home  in  your  city 

•  Include  this  Conference  Missionary  Special  in  the  budget 

•  Encourage  classes  or  other  groups  to  support  this  cause 
What  you  can  do: 

•  Pray  for  this  ministry 

•  Make  a  pledge  for  its  support  and  contribute  regularly 

•  Make  gifts  “in  memory  of’  or  “in  honor  of’  friends  and  loved  ones 

•  Remember  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  program  in  your  will 

•  Make  substantial  gifts  of  cash  or  other  property 
What  we  can  do: 

•  Provide  maintenance  and  insurance  for  all  homes 

•  Build  new  homes  as  needed  and  as  funds  are  available 

•Maintain  an  office  and  director.  The  director  is  available  for  pulpit 
supply  and  for  special  programs 

•Be  available  to  counsel  with  the  active  members  of  the  conference 
relative  to  procuring  a  house  as  an  investment  and  a  possible  future 
retirement  home 

•Be  available  to  all  retired  ministers  and  spouses,  widows  and  wid¬ 
owers  providing  assistance  where  we  can 

•  Provide  pulpit  supply  and  speakers  for  special  programs 


Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board  Members 

1989-90 


Mr.  Lewis  Love,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Paul  White 

P.O.  Box  1219 

99  Woodland 

Ruston,  LA.  71273-1219 

Boyce,  LA.  7 1 409 

(0)318-255-5601 
(H)  318-255-2342 

318-443-1349 

(O)SHR  318-226-8610 

Mr.  George  Gladney 

Route  3,  Box  210 

Mr.  Earle  Cefalu  Jr.,  Secretary 
P.O.  Box  806 

Rayville,  LA.  71269 

Amite.  LA.  71422 

Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 

(O)  504-748-8138 

P.O.  Box  86 

(H)  504-748-7455 

Mr.  Mike  John  Jr.,  Treasurer 

Downsville,  LA.  71234-0086 
318-982-7309 

P.O.  Box  1152 

Mr.  Eugene  Scott 

Monroe,  LA.  71201 

316  Medorah  Drive 

(0)318-323-2014 

West  Monroe,  LA.  71291 

(H)  318-322-6473 

318-323-1756 

Mr.  Joe  Crouch 

Dr.  Doug  McGuire  i 

407  Pine  Grove  Drive 

810  Redbud  Street 

Pineville,  LA.  71301 

Ruston,  LA.  71270 

318-443-2772 

318-251-9099 

Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade 

Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland 

517  Federal  Avenue 

3350  Dalrymple 

Morgan  City,  LA.  70380 

Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802 

(O)  504-384-7984 

(O)  504-344-0343 

(H)  504-385-6458 

(H)  504-924-8027 

Rev.  Larry  Robertson 

Rev.  James  M.  Poole 

P.O.  Box  545 

Cabinet  Representative 

Ponchatoula,  LA.  70454 

P.O.  Box  929 

(0)504-386-3561 
(H)  504-386-6545 

Ruston,  LA.  71273-0929 

Rev.  Angus  Carruth,  Director 

Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot 

527  North  Boulevard 

Superintendent  of  Properties 

Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802-5720 

P.O.  Box  366 

(O)  504-346-1646 

Oakdale,  LA.  71463 

(H)  504-291-2463 

(0)318-335-3336 
(H)  318-335-2411 

September  17  is  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board  Sunday 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  was 
organized  in  1953.  In  1956,  the  first  home  was  built.  Today,  there  is  at 
least  one  home  in  each  of  the  nine  districts,  for  a  total  of  39  plus  a  six  unit 
apartment  in  Ruston.  This  property  is  valued  at  $2,500,000. 

The  most  recently  acquired  home  is  in  Shreveport  and  came  as  a  gift 
from  the  estate  of  Mr.  Travis  Adrian  White. 

Our  primary  task  is  providing  homes  for  retired  ministers  and  their 
spouses.  Your  contributions  make  this  unique  ministry  possible.  It  is  de¬ 
pendent  entirely  upon  your  support. 


Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc. 

527  North  Boulevard 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802-5720 

(504) 346-1646 

Acadiana  District 

Ruston  District 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  S.  Hurley 

Mrs.  Annie  Durbin 

(Eleanor). 

Mrs.  Alma  Milem 

Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Doug  McGuire 

Mr.  Don  McClelland  (Tenant) 

(Mabel) 

Alexandria  District 

Mrs.  Adonna  Cain 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  S.  Flurry 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  R.  Oldham 

(Clarice) 

(Dixie) 

Mr.  Paul  Blaney  (Tenant) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Abe  M.  Conerly 

(Jane) 

(Melonea) 

Mrs.  Estelle  D.  Dameron 

Six-unit  Apartments 

(1)  Mrs.  Fredna  Akin 

Baton  Rouge  District 

Mrs.  Eleanor  K.  Douglas 

(2)  Mr.  Drew  Robertson 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson  Jr. 

(3)  Mrs.  Ober  Fader 

(Betty) 

(4)  Rev.  Lynch’s  Son 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  Percy  Emanuel 

(5)  Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell 

(Sara) 

(Jimmy  Lou) 

Lake  Charles  District 

(6)  Mrs.  Crotwell’s  Daughter 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Skinner 

Mrs.  Frank  Lankford 

(Barbara) 

(Dorothy  J.) 

Mrs.  Martha  Hayes 

Mrs.  Grace  Spinks 

Monroe  District  » 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  C.  Mims 

Mrs.  Roy  Garrett  (Marguerite) 

(Velma) 

Mrs.  Shirley  N.  Wall 

Mr.  Robert  Pullis  (Tenant) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Issac  A.  Patton,  Jr. 
(Velma  June) 

Shreveport  District 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  W. 

Harbuck  (Nancy) 

Rev.  Joe  H.  Robinson 

Rev.  Houston  C.  Roberts 

New  Orleans  District 

(Shirley) 

Mrs.  Bernice  Taylor 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  V. 

Northshore  District 

Sirman  (Carolyn) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  M.  Finnin, 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Carter 

Sr.  (Hazel) 

(Winnifred)  j 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glendon  R.  Messer 

Rev.  Harold  Longfellow 

(Marjorie) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Ailor 
(Hazel  Lee) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  Burl  Dampier 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  W. 
Schwendimann 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Hollingsworth 

(Mary) 

Mrs.  Barbara  M.  Scott 

What  Some  of  Our  Residents 
Have  Said . . . 

“Franklin  is  a  good  place  to  live.  Activities  and  opportunities  for  volun¬ 
teer  service  keep  us  busy  as  time  and  energy  allow.  Truly,  we  are  grateful  to 
the  local  congregation  and  to  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  for  the 
privilege  that  has  been  available  for  others  upon  entering  the  retired  rela¬ 
tionship.”  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  S.  Hurley 

Franklin 

“I  cannot  help  but  think  back  to  August,  1978  and  wonder  what  I  would 
have  done  if  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  had  not  been  there.  I  had 
spent  many  years  always  knowing  there  would  be  a  home  waiting  for  us, 
wherever  we  were  sent  . . .  that  meant  security!  And  now,  as  a  Methodist 
Minister’s  widow,  I  still  have  that  security  ...  a  lovely  home  for  as  long  as 
I  need  it.  I  have  truly  been  blessed.”  Mrs.  Leon  (Barbara)  Scott 

Bossier  City 

“I  am  still  enjoying  my  home  which  has  always  given  me  a  sense  of  well 
being  and  security.  The  Methodist  Church  has  always  played  a  large  part  in 
my  life.  This  church  of  ours  has  reached  out  to  thousands  of  people 
through  the  years.  The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  program  is  one  of  the 
ways  of  reaching  out,  and  I  am  thankful  for  your  love  and  concern.” 


Mrs.  Ralph  (Adona)  Cain 
Ruston 

“Both  ministers  and  laymen  throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  raise 
a  lot  of  money.  It  all  goes  for  good  causes,  but  I  doubt  that  any  of  it  is  more 
appreciated  than  the  part  that  goes  for  the  building  and  upkeep  of  the 
homes  you  provide  for  retired  ministers  and  their  spouses,  and  for  widows 
and  widowers.  We  were  privileged  to  live  in  some  nice  parsonages  during 
our  years  of  active  ministry,  but  no  home  was  more  comfortable  and  liv¬ 
able  than  the  HOME  that  my  wife,  Billie,  lived  in  for  four  wonderful  years, 
and  I  still  call  it  ‘home.’  Many  thanks  to  all  who  have  invested  in  these 
homes.”  Rev.  Joe  H.  Robinson 

West  Monroe 

. . .  from  the  Director 


My  two  month  association  with  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board, 
Inc.  has  been  most  pleasant.  The  interest  shown  by  Bishop  Oden,  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  and  other  ministers  has  been  most  gratifying.  My  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  officers  and  other  members  of  the  Board  continues  to 
increase  as  I  become  better  acquainted  with  their  dedicated  service  and 
tireless  devotion  to  this  program. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  see  several  of  the  homes  and  visit  with  the 
residents.  Without  exception  these  have  expressed  satisfaction  and  grati¬ 
tude. 

Especially,  have  I  been  impressed  by  the  long  list  of  loyal  contributors. 
Churches,  Sunday  School  classes,  other  groups,  and  a  host  of  individuals 
give  evidence  of  strong  support  in  the  past  and  provide  promise  and  assur- 
ance  of  continued  participation  in  this  special  ministry.  A  C  th 
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SEPTEMBER  8,  1989 


A  Nation 
in  Great  Need 


Editor's  Note:  For  the  next  several  issues  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
various  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  which  is  usually  re¬ 
served  for  the  Bishop. 

Mozambique  is  an  area  in  great  need,”  warns  Bishop  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  president  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Bishop 
W.T.  Handy  Jr.  went  to  Mozambique  last  fall  to  deliver  medicines 
and  financial  support  from  his  Episcopal  area. 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  has  designated  Septem¬ 
ber  1 7,  1 989,  as  a  day  for  all  local  churches  to  show  universal  support 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mozambique.  The  special  offer¬ 
ing  is  to  help  the  Mozambique  Church  as  it  continues  to  worship, 
minister  and  evangelize  in  the  face  of  armed  violence  and  destruc¬ 
tion. 

When  there  has  been  special  need  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  Loui¬ 
siana  Methodists  have  always  responded  generously  with  special 
gifts.  It  is  important  that  every  local  church  give  the  opportunity  for 
the  congregation  to  respond  to  a  free  will  offering  on  Sunday,  Sep¬ 
tember  1 7  for  the  urgent  need  at  this  time  in  Mozambique. 

Checks  should  be  made  out  to  the  local  church  and  marked  “Mo¬ 
zambique  Offering.”  Local  church  treasurers  will  send  the  offering  on 
the  Monthly  Remittance  Report  to  the  Conference  Office  of  Finan¬ 
cial  Affairs,  527  N.  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720.  An  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  sheet  should  accompany  the  offering  designating  that 
the  offering  is  for  “Mozambique”  or  “No.  010804-7  R-A." 

Detailed  information  on  the  special  need  in  Mozambique  has  been 
reported  recently  in  the  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER. 
Churches  in  Mississippi  raised  $100,000  for  medical  equipment  for 
Chicuque  hospital  there. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  asked  that  I  present  this  special  need  to 
you  in  this  column  this  week.  Will  you  join  us  in  giving  a  special  gift 
to  Mozambique  when  your  pastor  gives  you  the  opportunity  on  Sun¬ 
day,  September  1 7?  j.j.  Caraway 

Executive  Director  of 
Administration/Treasurer 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Church  Wide  Offering  Planned 

Needs  are  Great 


The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  has  designated  September 
17,  1989  as  a  day  for  all  local 
churches  to  show  universal  support 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Mozambique  as  it  continues  to 
minister  to  the  people,  despite  the 
ever-present  threat  of  armed  ban¬ 
dits. 

“Mozambique  is  an  area  in  great 
need,”  warns  Bishop  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  president  of  the  General 
•  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  This 
special  offering  is  an  opportunity 
for  churches  in  the  United  States  to 
appreciate  the  vitality  with  which 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Mozambique  continues  to  worship, 
minister  and  evangelize  in  the  face 
\  of  armed  violence  and  destruction. 
“This  offering  presents  a  tremen¬ 
dous  opportunity  to  help,"  Bishop 
Hearn  reiterates. 

Every  local  United  Methodist 
congregation  is  urged  to  support  the 
special,  one-time  offering  (Mozam¬ 
bique  Special  Offering  No.  010804- 
7  R-A).  “It  can  make  a  great  deal  of 
difference,”  he  says.  “Their  needs 
are  so  basic.”  For  example,  some  lo¬ 
cal  pastors  in  Mozambique  have 
been  displaced,  driven  from  their 
villages  by  armed  bandits.  These 
pastors  were  forced  to  leave  behind 
all  their  food  and  personal  posses¬ 
sions. 

The  offering  is  one  of  the  most 
significant  steps  United  Methodists 
can  take  in  partnership  with  the 
church  in  Mozambique,  adds  Bish¬ 
op  Robert  Morgan.  He  headed  a 


delegation  to  Mozambique  this  past 
March.  The  delegation’s  visit  was 
mandated  bythe  1988  General 
Conference  which  called  for  a  dem¬ 
onstration  of  “support  and  con¬ 
cern”  for  the  “churches  and  people 
of  Mozambique.” 

“Something  else  that  makes  this 
an  extremely  appropriate  time  to 
help  the  church  in  Mozambique  is 
the  attitude  of  the  government  there 
and  its  cooperation  with  the  church. 
We  have  had  discussions  with  the 
President  of  Mozambique  indicat¬ 
ing  that  the  government  would  like 
to  see  additional  work  by  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Mozam¬ 
bique,”  continues  Bishop  Hearn. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  special 
UM  delegation  to  Mozambique. 

He  says  the  government  has 
shown  its  interest  in  cooperating  in 
health  care,  education,  nutrition 
and  hygiene  training.  Thirty-one 
percent  of  the  health  clinics  in  Mo¬ 
zambique  have  been  destroyed.  In 
addition,  the  Mozambique  govern¬ 
ment  has  also  indicated  its  interest 
in  cooperating  in  the  establishment 
of  new  churches  there. 

Several  conferences  have  already 
begun  to  work.  Churches  in  the 
Mississippi  Conference  have  raised 
$100,000  for  a  new  x-ray  machine 
and  sterilizing  equipment  for  Chi¬ 
cuque  Hospital.  Bishop  W.  T. 
Handy  Jr.  reports  that  Missouri 
East  Conference  has  voted  to  go 
into  “partnership”  with  Mozam¬ 
bique  and  is  working  on  implemen¬ 
tation  of  the  partnership  plan. 


r 

Leader: 

When: 

Cost: 

Where: 


Equipping  the  Saints  — 

Teacher  Training  Workshop  j 

Equipping  the  Saints  —  Teacher  Training  Workshop 
Sponsored  by  the  Lake  Charles  District 
and 

Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
(For  all  new  and  experienced  teachers  and  leaders) 

Dr.  Charles  Foster,  Professor  of  Christian  Education,  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  University,  author  of 
“The  Ministry  of  the  Volunteer  Teacher”  and  co-author  of 
“The  Church  in  the  Education  of  the  Public.” 

September  23,  1989 
9  a.m.  —  Registration 
3:30  p.m.  Departure 
$20.00  (Includes  lunch) 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles 
Fellowship  Hall 
812  Kirkman  Street 
Lake  Charles,  LA  7060 1 


Registration 

Deadline:  September  15,  1989 

(For  Professional  Educators  and  Pastors  .5  CEU  Units  are  being  offered) 
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Registration  Form 

Name:  _ 

Address:  - 

City/State/Zip:  _ 

Telephone: - 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  and  mail  to: 

Lake  Charles  District 
8 1 6  Kirkman  Street 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 


September  Conference  Calendar 

7-  9  Baton  Rouge  District  “Caravan  for  Learning” 

10-12  Acadiana  District  “Caravan  for  Learning" 

13  Conference  Board  of  Church  &  Society,  Headquarters 

Building,  10:00  a.m. 

1 4  CFA  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  1 0:00  a.m. 

14- 15  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 

15- 16  UMW  Annual  Meeting,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
1 7  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Sunday 

17- 18  New  Orleans  District  “Caravan  for  Learning” 

18- 19  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Board  of  Directors 

Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 

1 9- 2 1  North  Shore  District  “Caravan  for  Learning” 

21  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services,  Inc. 
Annual  Board  Meeting 

21  CrossLines  Board  Meeting,  Istrouma  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  10:00  a.m. 

23  Workshop  for  Sunday  School  Teachers  with  Chuck  Foster, 
Lake  Charles 

23  Baby  Boomer  Workshop,  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette, 
9:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

24-26  Monroe  District  “Caravan  for  Learning” 

24-26  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Baton  Rouge  District 

28  Children’s  Advocacy  Committee,  Headquarters  Building, 
10:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 

28  Special  Ministries  Meeting  on  Ethnic  Salaries, 

Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m.-Noon 

29  Board  of  Discipleship,  First  Church,  Pineville,  10:30a.m. 


'Caravan  for  Learning'  Schedule 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT 

September  10  2-5  p.m.  First  UMC,  Houma 

September  1 1  10  a.m.-2  p.m.  Franklin  UMC  (for  pastors  only) 

7-9  p.m.  Franklin  UMC 

September  12  7-9  p.m.  First  UMC,  Lafayette 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
September  17  3-5  p.m.  Bethany  UMC 

6:30-8:30  p.m.  Gretna  UMC 

September  18  10  a.m.- 1 2  p.m.  First  UMC  New  Orleans  (pastors) 

2-4  p.m.  Munholland  UMC 
7-9  p.m.  Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 
September  1 9  7-9  p.m.  Amite  UMC 

September  20  1-3  p.m.  St.  Timothy  UMC 

7-9  p.m.  First  UMC,  Slidell 

September  2 1  7-9  p.m.  First  UMC,  Denham  Springs 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

September  24  2-4:30  p.m.  Faith  UMC,  West  Monroe 

6-8  p.m.  St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Monroe 
September  25  7-9  p.m.  Lake  Providence  UMC 

September  26  7-9  p.m.  First  UMC,  Monroe 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  —  October  1-3 
RUSTON  DISTRICT  —  October  8-10 
SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  —  October  16-18 
LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  —  October  22-24 
All  workshops,  except  those  marked  “for  pastors  only”  are  open  to 
all  teachers.  There  will  be  classes  for  teachers  of  children,  youth,  and 
adults.  Select  the  location  and  time  convenient  for  you. 


Reaching  for  Baby  Boomers 

Three  identical  workshops  are  scheduled  this  fall  to  help  churches 
“Reach  For  the  Baby  Boomers."  Baby  Boomers  are  defined  as  those  per¬ 
sons  born  from  1946  to  1964.  Currently,  one  third  of  the  US  population 
falls  into  this  category.  By  the  year  2000,  baby  boomers  are  expected  to 
comprise  one  half  of  the  population.  AND  THE  CHURCH  IS  NOT 
REACHING  THE  MAJORITY  OF  THIS  GROUP! 

The  workshops  will  be  held  at  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  on  September  23 
and  again  on  October  28,  and  at  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  on  October  14. 
All  events  will  be  conducted  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  The  cost  is  $  1 5  per  per¬ 
son  which  includes  lunch  and  all  resources.  The  registration  deadline  is  the 
Monday  prior  to  each  event. 

The  workshop  will  look  at  the  various  characteristics  of  this  age  group 
and  why  the  church  is  not  reaching  it  at  the  same  level  as  other  genera¬ 
tions.  It  will  include  some  practical  suggestions  for  local  churches. 

For  greater  benefit,  the  workshops  should  be  attended  by  two  or  more 
persons  from  the  same  church  so  that  they  can  continue  to  discuss  the  is¬ 
sues  following  the  workshop. 

This  learning  session  is  for  pastors,  adult  coordinators,  singles  coordina¬ 
tors,  evangelism  chairperson,  or  any  members  of  the  Council  on  Ministries 
or  Administrative  Council. 

Registration  should  be  sent  to  Larry  Lewis,  Council  on  Ministries,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 


Name 

Registration  Form 

Address 

Church 

I  will  attend: 

Sept  V\ 

Oet  14 

Oct.  28 

in  Mozambique 


Bishop  Handy  went  to  Mozam¬ 
bique  last  fall  to  deliver  medicine 
and  financial  support,  and  he  is  en¬ 
couraging  other  persons  within  the 
conference  to  travel  to  Mozam¬ 
bique  in  order  to  better  understand 
the  serious  problems  there. 

The  Bishops'  Special  Advance 
Offering  is  an  opportunity  to  under¬ 
gird  the  work  of  local  pastors  in 
Mozambique  who  daily  risk  their 
lives  in  ministry  to  the  people,  says 
Bishop  Morgan.  It  is  a  people-to- 
people,  church-to-church  offering  in 
which  United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States  reach  out  to  support 
and  help  sustain  the  ministry  of  the 
church  in  Mozambique. 

Church  members  there  have  not 
escaped  the  random  killings  and 
raids  of  RENAMO,  a  rebel  force 
that  is  fighting  with  the  Mozambi¬ 
can  government.  The  mission  sta¬ 
tion  at  Cambine  has  suffered  severe 
attacks.  At  least  15  Mozambican 
United  Methodists  were  killed  in  a 
1987  raid  at  Cambine,  and  the 
Union  Ecumenical  Seminary  at  Ri- 
catla  has  been  raided. 

RENAMO  rebels  have  helped  to 
turn  Mozambique,  a  country  of  14 
million  people,  into  a  destabilized 

September  10-1 1 


nation  of  refugees  through  indis¬ 
criminate  killings,  kidnappings,  and 
destruction  of  farms,  crops,  medical 
facilities  and  supplies.  Many  of  the 
pastors  serving  in  remote  areas  with 
their  families  are  suffering.  Part  of 
what  we  raise  on  this  special  day  is 
going  to  help  them. 

A  k 

-gj  r  Mozambique _ 
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Send  your  gift  through  your  local 
church  treasurer  to  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  mark  it  for  the  Mozam¬ 
bique  Offering. 


Broadmoor  UMC  to  Hold 
Great  Preacher  Series 


Dr.  Fred  B.  Craddock,  professor,  author,  and  lecturer,  will  be  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker  during  Broadmoor’s  Great  Preacher  Series  to  be  held  Sep¬ 
tember  10  and  1 1  at  the  Baton  Rouge  church. 

Dr.  Craddock  holds  the  Bandy  Distinguished  Chair  in  Preaching  and 
New  Testament  in  the  Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University. 
In  addition  to  preaching  and  teaching  widely  at  church  assemblies  and 
ministers’  conferences,  he  has  served  as  guest  professor  at  Yale  University, 
Claremont  School  of  Theology,  Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary,  Pittsburgh 
Theological  Seminary,  Vanderbilt,  and  Austin  Presbyterian  Seminary. 

Sermon  times  are  the  following: 

Sunday:  8:30,  9:45,  1 1  a.m.,  &  7  p.m. 

Monday:  1 1:30  a.m.-l  p.m.  (lunch  will  be  served)  &  7  p.m. 


Around  the  Conference- 


efit  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  are  Mrs.  |.  Terry  Se¬ 
gura  (second  from  left)  and  Robert  A.  Thomas,  Ph.D.  (third  from 
left).  Also  pictured  are  (remaining  I.  to  r.)  J.  Terry  Segura,  M.D., 
Paulette  J.  Thomas,  Ph.D.,  Mrs.  Frederick  C.  Young  )r.,  and  Mr. 
Young,  Methodist  Hospital  President.  The  benefit  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  September  23  at  the  Fairmont  Hotel  in  New  Orleans. 


CAMP  SCENE  —  Pictured  is  a  scene  from  a  recent  camping  adven¬ 
ture  of  Boy  Scout  Troop  426  of  Wesley  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  Mr.  El¬ 
bert  Hill  is  Boy  Scout  Master,  and  Dianne  Hill  serves  as  Cut  Scout 
Master.  Wesley's  Scouting  Committee  includes  Faye  Ross,  Mrs.  L.S. 
Burns,  and  lames  Hopkins  Sr.  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  is  pastor. 


REUNION  HELD  —  Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria,  recently  held  its  44th 
anniversary  reunion  honoring  the  youth  who  attended  the  church 
during  the  years  1950-1969.  Dr.  ByrI  Moreland  (pastor,  62-68),  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  the  morning  worship  services.  Pictured  are:  I. 
to  r..  Rev.  Bill  Willis  (88-89),  Mrs.  Moreland,  Mrs.  Grace  Spinks 
(widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Otis  Spinks  who  was  pastor  54-62),  Dr. 
Moreland,  and  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler,  the  present  pastor. 


<S}> 


Editorial: 


Faith  forum 


An  Appeal  from  Our  Bishops 


Seeing  signs  of  God  in  'kairos'  moments  of  our  time  Let's  give  generously 

The  late  Paul  Tillich,  one  of  this  _  _ _  7 

Sept.  1 7  to  aid  victims 
of  Mozambique  war 


ceiftury's  greatest  theologians,  often 
.spoke  of  "kairos” — one  of  two 
Greek  words  for  “time.” 

Unlike  chronological  time, 
•“kairos”  refers  to  those  rare  mo¬ 
ments  when  the  “unthinkable”  oc¬ 
curs  and  jars  loose  a  new  awareness 
of  life’s  realities  and  possibilities. 

A  recent  week  contained  three 
seemingly  unrelated  events,  all  “un¬ 
thinkable”  in  the  not-so-distant  past. 

I  Voyager  2  climaxed  its  12-year 
journey  through  space  by  passing  a 
mere  3,000  miles  from  Neptune 
and  transmitting  to  Earth  remark¬ 
able  photos  of  that  distant  planet. 

1  Major  league  baseball’s  com¬ 
missioner  banned  Pete  Rose,  one  of 
the  sport’s  all-time  greats,  from  pro¬ 
fessional  baseball  because  Mr.  Rose 
.allegedly  had  bet  on  major  league 
games. 

■  Poland’s  Parliament  elected 
•Solidarity  activist  Tadeusz 
Mazowiecki  as  the  country’s  first 
non-Communist  prime  minister 
since  World  War  II. 

The  “kairos”  insight  in  the  near- 
)simultaneous  occurrence  of  these 
events,  while  jarringly  contempo¬ 
rary,  is  also  Adam-and-Eve  old: 

We,  as  God’s  children,  still  have 
both  incredible  freedom  and  incredi¬ 
ble  responsibility.  How  we  handle 
the  two  determines  whether  life  is 
blessing  or  curse. 

The  Genesis  story  teaches  that 
God  created  the  world  for  human 
meaning  and  enjoyment.  If  we  co¬ 
operate  with  the  natural  and  moral 
laws  that  God  built  into  creation, 
God  promises  we  can  experience 
life  as  wondrous  and  joyful. 

Ask  the  Voyager  2  scientists. 


DELICIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Images  front  the  Voyager  2  spacecraft  give  scientists  new  knowledge  about  part  of  God's  creation— 
Neptune  and  its  rings.  As  God's  children,  we  have  incredible  freedom  and  responsibility.  The  way  we 
handle  the  two  determines  whether  life  is  blessing  or  curse.  If  we  cooperate  with  the  natural  and  moral 
laws  that  God  built  into  creation,  God  promises  we  can  experience  life  as  wondrous  and  joyful. 


Genesis  also  warns  that  we  must 
acknowledge  our  limits.  Regardless 
of  our  talents  or  achievements,  we 
still  must  live  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  game.  If  we  violate  our  cove¬ 
nants  with  one  another,  we  also  vio¬ 
late  the  laws  of  God.  And  sooner  or 
later  we  can  expect  to  pay  a  price. 

Ask  Pete  Rose. 

Finally,  Genesis  leaves  open  the 
final  chapter  in  the  Adam  Fve 


story,  that  is,  the  continuing  story 
of  humanity.  The  possibilities  for 
what  life  can  become  have  not  yet 
been  fully  developed.  God’s  unpre¬ 
dictable  Spirit  still  walks  in  the  gar¬ 
den  and  beckons  us  to  follow  in 
faith  and  with  hope. 

Ask  the  people  of  Poland. 

Our  Lord  cautioned  His  followers 
to  be  keen  observers  of  the  “signs  of 
the  times”  (Matthew  16:3). 


One  way  we  fulfill  that  calling  is 
to  be  on  the  alert  for  “kairos”  mo¬ 
ments.  When  we  observe  them,  we 
should  invite  others  to  be  open  to 
the  transforming  reality  of  God  at 
work  in  our  world. 

When  we  recognize  and  share 
God’s  handiwork  in  the  “unthink¬ 
able”  events  of  our  time,  it  becomes 
easier  to  recognize  in  life’s  daily 
routine. 


Letters  to  the  Editor- 


You  people  can't  recognize  a  'New  Age'  joke 


After  reading  your  Aug.  1 S  “New 
Age”  editorial,  it’s  clear  to  me  that 
'members  of  your  editorial  staff 
can’t  take  a  joke.  They  can’t  even 
recognize  one! 

The  Doonesbury  cartoon  is  pre¬ 
sented  as  an  example  of  “Signs  of 
‘New  Age’  teachings,”  “the  spread 
of  ‘New  Age’  teachings,”  even  pos¬ 
sible  heresy. 

So  when,  and  I  emphasize  when, 
Johnny  Carson,  David  Letterman 
or  any  comedian  tells  a  “New  Age” 
joke,  your  editorial  staff  recom¬ 
mends  we  examine  it  to  see  if  it’s  an 
example  of  the  “New  Age  Chris- 
•tiamty”  heresy. 

Don’t  journalists  know  what  a 


joke  is — something  that  laughs  at, 
pokes  fun  at,  ridicules  people  and 
events? 

The  Doonesbury  cartoon  is  a  joke 
and  a  funny  one,  too.  Maybe  your 
editorial  staff  should  stop  writing 
about  the  “New  Age"  movement 
for  a  while.  You  could  lose  all  your 
credibility  on  this  matter. 

Oh  yes,  my  last  sentence  is  not  a 
joke. 

Douglas  W.  Rettig 
Braceville,  Illinois 

You  have  a  narrow  view 

Your  Aug.  18  editorial,  “New 
Age  movement:  just  an  age  old  her¬ 
esy,”  reflects  a  narrow  and  shallow 


What  others  are  sayings 


“From  now  on,  I  do  not  believe 
•that  I  will  accept  any  reason  for  the 
;dhurch’s  decline  except  the  [local] 
rchurch  itself.  What  those  folks  up  in 
>;New  York  or  Nashville  (or  Johnson 
'  City,  Tenn.)  do  won’t  make  a  lot  of 
.'difference  to  most  of  our  church 
-.  members  and  very  few  of  our  pros- 
•r  pects.  In  fact,  most  of  the  prospects 
don’t  even  know  about  those  prob¬ 
lems.  All  they  know  is  that  the 
Methodists  aren’t  on  their  door¬ 
steps  and  a  lot  of  other  people  are. 

>• — The  Rev.  William  Carter,  director, 
Holston  Annual  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries 


Pontius'  Puddle 


*  *  * 

“Let  us  quit  bemoaning  loss  of 
members  and  celebrate  the  members 
we  have.  Let  us  stop  bemoaning  the 
closing  of  churches  and  celebrate  the 
lively,  vital,  open  churches  we  have 
and  are  continuing  to  open.  If  I  had 
my  choice  of  crowds,  I  would  pick 
church  people  any  day.  We  are  not 
perfect,  but  we  are  people  of  hope, 
and  that  brings  an  aliveness  that  no 
number  of  bands  or  fireworks  can 
ever  match.” 

— The  Rev.  Sharon  Neufer  Ems- 
wiler,  district  superintendent.  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual  Conference 


perspective  on  life. 

It  appears  that  you  accepted  Dr. 
Erling  Jorstad’s  evaluation  of  “New 
Age”  without  doing  any  primary  Re¬ 
search  on  the  movement  yourself. 

It’s  misleading  to  suggest  that  a 
belief  in  reincarnation  is  normative 
for  people  associated  with  the 
movement,  to  indicate  that  Shirley 
MacLaine  represents  the  best  of 
“New  Age"  thinking  and  to  summa¬ 
rize  the  “New  Age”  philosophy  as 
“don’t  worry,  be  happy.” 

In  my  reading  of  “New  Age”  lit¬ 
erature,  I  have  found  a  thirst  for 
new  awareness  and  a  desire  to  gain 
a  fresh  perspective  on  life. 

So  what’s  wrong  with  trying  to 
look  at  reality  from  a  new  perspec¬ 
tive? 

Sometimes  our  desire  to  hold 
onto  what  has  been  labeled  “ortho¬ 
dox”  is  motivated  by  our  need  for 
simple  answers  to  complex  prob¬ 
lems  and/or  the  fear  of  the  new. 

Is  it  not  possible  that  God  is  seek¬ 
ing  to  reveal  new  truth  about  life 
through  the  creative  thinking  found 
in  the  “New  Age”  movement? 

Rather  than  dismissing  “New 
Age"  as  an  age-old  heresy,  we  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  would  be  wise  to  ex¬ 
pose  ourselves  to  some  of  the 
refreshing  insights  found  in  this 
movement  of  free  thinkers. 

Dale  A.  Stitt 

Harpers  Ferry,  West  Virginia 


I've  changed  my  mind 

I  recently  called  your  “Faith- 
Line”  saying  why  1  didn’t  think 
sanctions  against  South  Africa  were 
working.  I  was  quoted  in  the  Re¬ 
porter  (see  UMR.  July  26). 

Since  reading  “South  Africa’s 
Moment  of  Truth”  by  Edgar  Lock- 
wood,  Friendship  Press,  I  have 
changed  my  mind. 

This  book  should  be  a  must  for 
everyone  who  wants  to  understand 
this  country.  Page  157  says  black 
South  Africans  are  asking  for  sanc¬ 
tions  and  gives  reasons. 

Beautiful  South  Africa  is  in  my 
prayers  each  day  since  I  visited 
there.  I  pray  that  a  solution  may  be 
found. 

Virginia  Reynolds 
Shoreview,  Minnesota 


By  ROBERT  C.  MORGAN 

It  was  a  hot  and  humid  day  in 
Mozambique  similar  to  many  that  I 
have  experienced  in  Mississippi. 

We  left  the  capital  city  of  Maputo 
early  in  the  morning  to  spend  as 
much  time  as  possible  at  our  church 
mission  hospital  in  Chicuque. 

We  walked  through  ward  after 
ward  and  visited  with  war  victims — 
primarily  women  and  children. 

As  we  walked,  a  little  hand 
clasped  one  of  my  fingers.  When  I 
looked  down,  a  little  3-year-old  boy 
with  big  beautiful  eyes  looked  up 
into  my  face.  He  held  onto  my  hand 
during  our  three-hour  visit.  That 
was  unusual  behavior  toward 
strangers  among  African  children. 

Later,  with  my  new  friend  still 
clinging  to  my  hand,  a  doctor  told  me 
about  the  little  boy  named  Moses. 

Moses  has  lived  his  entire  life  at 
Chicuque  Hospital.  His  mother  died 
while  giving  birth  to  Moses.  Since 
there  was  nowhere  for  the  child  to  go, 
the  staff  at  Chicuque  agreed  to  care 
for  him.  It  was  natural  for  him  to  feel 
comfortable  holding  a  stranger’s 
hand  on  the  hospital  grounds. 

1  million  are  homeless 

Sadly,  more  than  20,000  children 
in  Mozambique  are  not  as  fortunate 
as  Moses.  They,  along  with  nearly  1 
million  other  people  are  homeless. 

The  homelessness,  hunger  and  pov¬ 
erty  of  Mozambique  are  not  the  result 
of  famine  or  crop  failure.  Mozam¬ 
bique  is  potentially  a  garden  spot, 
with  enough  mineral  resources  and 
fertile  land  to  care  for  its  own  needs. 

However,  because  of  the  destabili¬ 
zation  that  has  been  imposed  on  this 
nation  by  the  RENAMO  guerrilla 
forces  and  the  exploitation  of  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  before  independence  from  co¬ 
lonial  rule  in  1975,  the  people  of 
Mozambique  have  not  been  able  to 
develop  their  nation’s  potential. 

I,  along  with  several  other  church 
leaders,  encountered  this  reality  a 
few  months  ago.  We  were  part  of  a 
delegation  mandated  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  to 
show  support  for  the  church  and  the 
people  in  Mozambique. 

We  witnessed  much  suffering.  But 
we  also  witnessed  a  vital  and  faithful 
church,  growing  amid  adversity. 

One  example:  On  Easter,  we  partic¬ 
ipated  in  the  opening  and  dedication 
of  a  new  United  Methodist  church 
building  in  Maputo.  When  the  service 
began,  more  than  2,000  were 
squeezed  into  the  sanctuary.  Many 


Faithfully  yours. 


Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan  hugs 
3-year-old  Moses. 

were  outside  and  unable  to  get  in. 
People  had  walked  great  distances 
and  waited  overnight  to  be  part  of  the 
worship  service. 

In  spite  of  personal  hardships  and 
civil  unrest,  our  sisters  and  brothers 
in  Mozambique  demonstrate  daily 
their  faith  in  Christ. 

Our  delegation  presented  our  find¬ 
ings  to  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  They  then  peti¬ 
tioned  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  call 
upon  United  Methodists  to  respond 
in  a  special  way  to  the  needs  of  the 
people  of  Mozambique. 

Bishops  ask  for  special  gifts 

The  Council  of  Bishops  autho¬ 
rized  a  special  appeal  to  all  United 
Methodists  to  participate  in  a  sacri¬ 
ficial  offering  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Mozambique.  The 
offering  will  be  used  to  feed  and 
clothe  homeless  people,  including 
pastors  and  their  families. 

The  date  for  this  one-time  sacrifi¬ 
cial  offering  for  Mozambique  is 
Sept.  17. 

United  Methodists  in  Mozam¬ 
bique  are  preparing  for  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  the  centennial  of 
Methodist  missionary  work  in  their 
country.  What  a  wonderful  time  to 
receive  such  an  offering. 

It  will  assure  them  that  we  join 
them  in  prayer  that  the  next  100  years 
of  Christian  mission  in  Mozambique 
will  be  a  time  of  peace  and  fulfillment 
for  a  deserving  church  and  people. 

Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan  (Missis¬ 
sippi  Area)  led  an  eight-person  dele¬ 
gation  of  United  Methodist  leaders 
that  visited  Mozambique  in  April. 


I've  learned  a  lesson  about  God's  love 


IVE  WRITTEN  a  S0N6-  TOR 

OCR  POND'S  HYMNTEST. 

IT’S  CALLED:  “RISE  OP  O 
G-fAMT  6-REEM  B0LLTROG-S 

OT  GrOD."  i. 

SOT  THAT  LEAVES 
OCfTTHE  OTHER 
PROGS,  TOADS, 
SALAMANDERS, 
AND  TURTLES. 

HMM,  i  ll  tell 
them,  X  OSED 
GIANT  G-REEN 
BOLLTROGr-S 

U  IN  the 
INCLUSIVE 
SENSE. 
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Denise  Stovall 


The  United  Methodist 

PREPORTER. 


With  only  one  day  of  pre-school 
left  for  my  5-year-old  son,  Leonard, 
1  was  anxiously  awaiting  his  “exit 
conference”  at  the 
Oak  Cliff  United 
Methodist  Church 
child  development 
center. 

That’s  when 
Leonard's  teacher 
reviews  all  the 
goals  set  for  the 
children  graduat¬ 
ing  from  her  4-  and  5-year-old  class. 

All  that  week,  I  told  Leonard  to 
make  sure  his  teacher  knew  he  had 
achieved  certain  goals,  so  he  would 
be  properly  credited  for  his  intellec¬ 
tual  or  social  skills. 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“God  shows  his  love  for  us  in 
that  while  we  were  yet  sinners 
Christ  died  for  us.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week's  answer:  Hebrews  13:2) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  10 

Monday:  Psalms  93 
Tuesday:  Psalms  94:12-22 
Wednesday:  Ezekiel  33:1-6 
Thursday:  Ezekiel  33:7-1 1 
Friday:  Luke  14:25-30 
Saturday:  Luke  14:31-35 
Sunday:  Philemon  1  -20 


“Make  sure  Mrs.  Giddings  knows 
that  you  can  tie  your  shoes  with  two 
bows  and  not  one,”  I  said  over  and 
over  that  week.  “Practice  writing 
your  whole  name,  so  people  will 
know  you  can  spell.” 

When  it  came  time  for  the  meet¬ 
ing.  1  knew  that  Leonard  would  pass 
with  flying  colors.  But  proud  moth¬ 
er  was  in  for  a  surprise. 

“Good  marks  in  knowing  his 
shapes  and  colors,”  said  the  teach¬ 
er.  “Great  improvement  in  sharing 
and  listening  skills.  Leonard  is  us¬ 
ing  his  words  more.” 

Then  she  came  to  the  area  of  spir¬ 
itual  growth. 

“Leonard  does  not  understand 
that  God  loves  him  and  cares  for 
him,”  said  the  teacher.  “Nothing 
has  changed  in  this  area.” 

That  hit  a  raw  nerve! 

"I  work  with  adults  in  the  church 
everyday — on  and  off  the  job — and 
about  99  percent  of  them  still  forget 
that  God  loves  them,”  I  said  in  pro¬ 
test.  “Besides,  does  he  really  need 
that  to  prepare  for  kindergarten?" 

His  teacher  kindly  told  my  hus¬ 
band  and  me  that  Leonard  was  not 
alone.  In  fact,  most  of  the  children 
in  her  class  received  no  marks  in 
the  spiritual  growth  area. 

“I  know  I  don’t  have  to  place  this 
on  my  list,”  she  said.  “But  I’m  a 
Christian,  and  you  are,  too.  And  I 
know  he  learns  about  God  in  Rev. 
Stovall’s  church.  But  I  think  it’s  just 
as  important  for  Leonard  to  under¬ 
stand  that  no  matter  how  or  what 
he  does  in  school,  there  is  a  God 
who  still  loves  him. 

“If  he  remembers  that,  he’ll  have 
few  major  problems  in  school.” 


After  signing  the  review  form  and 
returning  to  work,  I  glanced  at  the 
daily  newspapers  on  the  Reporter’s 
newsroom  table.  Headlines  screamed 
sad  tales  of  youths  in  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  on  trial  for  a  string  of  crimes  al¬ 
legedly  committed  while  attending 
high  school.  Then  1  thought  about 
what  Leonard’s  teacher  had  said.  I 
turned  to  the  following  verse: 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world  that 
He  gave  his  only  Son  that  whoever 
believes  in  him  should  not  perish  but 
have  eternal  life.”  (John  3:16) 

Mrs.  Giddings  was  right.  Telling 
children  and  youths  to  hear  and  say 
that  verse  doesn’t  guarantee  they 
will  believe  it  or  even  understand  it. 

That’s  a  new  lesson  for  Leon¬ 
ard — and  me! 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Denise  Johnson  Stovall  is  asso¬ 
ciate  editor  of  the  Reporter. 


A  History  of  UMR 

A  history  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  and  its  forerun¬ 
ners,  The  Texas  Methodist  and 
The  Texas  Christian  Advocate,  is 
being  researched  and  in  due  time 
will  be  written  by  church  historian, 
Dr.  Walter  N,  Vernon. 

Dr.  Vernon  invites  any  person 
who  has  data  or  suggestions  for 
this  volume  to  send  it  to  him  at: 
4835  West  Lawther  Drive,  #802 
Dallas,  Texas  75214. 

This  history  is  sponsored  by  the 
leadership  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter. 
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DIGEST  FOLDS:  The  "International 
Christian  Digest,"  an  award-wipning  interde¬ 
nominational  jour¬ 
nal  that  excerpted 
Christian  writings 
published  around 
the  world,  will  be 
discontinued  after 
the  October  issue. 

Lack  of  subscrip¬ 
tions  and  advertis¬ 
ing  were  cited  as 
the  reasons.  The 
magazine,  begun  in 
February  1987, 
was  co-published 
by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  and 
the  Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Britain. 

RESERVIST  FREED:  The  40-year-old 
Israeli  military  reservist  "adopted”  last  spring 
by  an  independent  Methodist  group  has  been 
freed  from  prison  in  Israel.  Angelo  Aiden,  a  Je¬ 
rusalem  hotel  clerk,  served  three  successive  30- 
day  jail  terms  for  refusing  to  perform  military 
duty  at  a  Palestinian  refugee  camp.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Federation  for  Social  Action  assisted  his 
family  during  his  imprisonment. 

REFUGEE  CRISIS:  The  U.S.  refugee 
crisis  is  spreading  to  places  previously  unaffect¬ 
ed,  says  a  United  Methodist  national  mission 
board  ofTicial.  The  Rev.  Conrado  Soltero  cited 
the  example  of  a  Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  pastor 
who  is  trying  to  get  refugee  children  out  of  de¬ 
tention  camps  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Tex¬ 
as  and  into  foster  homes  in  Washington  state. 
The  issue  is  to  be  among  problems  addressed  at 
a  United  Methodist  conference  on  the  refugee 
crisis  Sept.  28-30  in  Miami. 

NO  SHOW  TONIGHT:  Although 

Florida-based  Landcom  Inc.  has  stopped  offer¬ 
ing  in-room  pornographic  movies  in  its  seven 
Holiday  Inns,  its  chief  executive  said  the  deci¬ 
sion  was  not  related  to  a  boycott  of  the  motel 
chain  by  the  Tupelo,  Miss. -based  American 
Family  Association.  “It  was  a  moral  decision,” 
Landcom’s  Ken  O’Steen  told  the  Reporter.  The 
Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  who  heads  the  family  association,  has  called 
Holiday  Inn  “the  largest  distributor  of  in-room 
porn  movies  in  the  world.”  He  said  the  Land¬ 
com  action  brings  to  100  the  number  of  Holiday 
.  Inns  that  have  stopped  showing  the  movies 
since  the  boycott  began. 
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Renowned  theologian  Albert  Outler  dies 


Noted  Wesleyan  scholar  succumbs  to  stroke; 
pivotal  role  as  ecumenical  leader  remembered 


UMR  ART  BY  TOM  GIBSON 

The  Rev.  Albert  C.  Outler's  distinguished  career  included 
chairing  the  commission  that  wrote  the  “Theological  Task" 
section  of  the  1972  United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline;  re¬ 
ceiving  the  Roman  Catholic  Pax  Christi  Award;  and  preaching 
to  Pope  Paul  VI  during  the  Second  Vatican  Council  in  1965.  His 
book,  "Theology  in  the  Wesleyan  Spirit,"  helped  interpret  John 
Wesley's  theological  method  for  contemporary  Christians. 


By  CYNTHIA  8.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Albert  C.  Outler,  one 
of  United  Methodism’s  most  in¬ 
fluential  20th  century  theologians 
and  ecumenists,  died  Sept.  1. 

Dr.  Outler,  80,  emeritus  pro¬ 
fessor  of  theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  died  in 
the  nursing  care  unit  of  Asbury 
Towers,  a  United  Methodist  re¬ 
tirement  center  in  Bradenton, 
Fla.  He  and  his  wife,  Carla, 
moved  there  1 5  months  ago. 

He  had  been  in  a  deep  coma 
following  a  massive  stroke  Aug. 
19.  Doctors  had  given  the  family 
no  hope  for  his  recovery,  Mrs. 
Outler  told  the  Reporter. 

The  body  was  cremated  in  Bra¬ 
denton,  with  private  interment 
to  follow  in  Dallas. 

A  memorial  service  was  set  for  2 
p.m.  Thursday.  Sept.  7  at  Dallas' 
Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church.  Officiating  will  be  Bishop 
Bruce  C.  Blake  (Dallas  Area);  host 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Leighton  Farrell; 
the  Rev.  John  Deschner  of  the  Per¬ 
kins  faculty;  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
Parrott  of  Moody  Memorial  First 
UMC  in  Galveston.  Texas. 

Dr.  Outler’s  scholarly  works 
skillfully  interpreted  the  rele¬ 
vance  of  John  Wesley's  theology 
and  theological  method  for  con¬ 
temporary  Christians. 

One  example  is  the  "Wesleyan 
quadrilateral,"  a  term  popular¬ 
ized  by  Dr.  Outler  to  describe 
Wesley’s  approach  to  theology.  It 
refers  to  use  of  Scripture,  tradi¬ 
tion,  experience  and  reason  in¬ 
teractively  to  test  the  truth  of  any 
doctrine. 

Helps  draft  statement 

In  1972  Dr.  Outler  played  a 
crucial  role  as  chairman  of  a 
study  commission  that  produced 
the  "Theological  Task”  section 


"I  have  a  feeling  he 
got  more  personal 
satisfaction  out  of  his 
relationship  with  the 
Catholics — that  he 
was  able  to  cross  that 
line — than  anything 
else." 

— L.  Floward  Grimes, 
longtime  friend 


of  the  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Discipline. 

That  section  was  the  first  offi¬ 
cial  theological  statement  of  the 
denomination  formed  in  1968  by 
union  of  the  Methodist  and 
Evangelical  United  Brethren 
churches. 

The  statement  described  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  heritage,  doc¬ 
trine  and  theological  method.  For 
16  years  it  stirred  a  renewal  of 
theological  discussion,  and  often 
controversy,  across  the  church. 

Many  elements  of  the  1972 
statement  were  carried  forward 
when  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  adopted  a  revised  theologi¬ 
cal  statement. 

Of  his  scholarly  writings.  Dr. 
Outler  was  best  known  for  his 
four-volume  series  on  Wesley’s 
sermons. 

Exemplifying  Wesley’s  “catho¬ 
lic  spirit,”  Dr.  Outler  also  was 
known  for  his  ecumenical  in¬ 
volvements. 

Attended  Vatican  Council 

He  served  as  a  delegate  to  the 
1962  assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  in  New  Del¬ 
hi,  India,  and  was  vice  chairman 


of  the  World  Council’s  1963  Faith 
and  Order  meeting  in  Montreal. 

He  was  an  observer  at  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Vatican  Council  in  1965, 
where  he  had  the  singular  honor 
of  preaching  to  Pope  Paul  VI 
during  an  ecumenical  worship 
service. 

During  the  council,  said  his 
longtime  friend,  the  Rev.  L.  How¬ 
ard  Grimes  of  Dallas,  “Priests 
found  his  Latin  so  good  that  they 
would  come  to  him  to  translate 
papers  for  them.” 

Dr.  Outler's  efforts  to  foster  dia¬ 
logue  between  Roman  Catholics 
and  United  Methodists  were  hon¬ 
ored  in  1987  with  the  Order  of  St. 
Benedict's  Pax  Christi  award.  It 
was  given  to  him  at  St.  John’s 
University  in  Collegeville,  Minn. 

Dr.  Outler  was  the  first  Protes¬ 
tant  to  receive  the  prestigious 
Roman  Catholic  award. 

”1  have  a  feeling  he  got  more 
personal  satisfaction  out  of  his 
relationship  with  the  Catholics — 
that  he  was  able  to  cross  that 
line — than  anything  else,"  Dr. 
Grimes  said. 

Born  in  Georgia 

The  man  who  became  the  ar¬ 
chitect  of  a  new  denomination’s 
faith  statement  was  bom  into  a 
Methodist  family  Nov.  17,  1908, 
in  Thomasville,  Ga. 

After  his  1925  high  school 
graduation  in  Americus,  Ga.,  Dr. 
Outler  attended  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Wofford  College  in  Spartan¬ 
burg.  S.C. 

He  earned  a  bachelor  of  divinity 
degree  from  Emory  University’s 
Candler  School  of  Theology  in  At¬ 
lanta  in  1933  and  a  doctorate  from 
Yale  Divinity  School  in  1938. 

As  a  pastor,  he  served  the  Baxley- 
Pineview.  Ga.,  Circuit  and  churches 
in  Gordon  and  Macon,  Ga. 

He  began  his  teaching  career  in 
1938  at  Duke  University  in  Dur¬ 
ham,  N.C.,  but  returned  to  Yale 


in  1945  as  occupant  of  the 
Dwight  Chair  of  Theology. 

In  1951  Dr.  Outler  shocked  his 
academic  and  Methodist  asso¬ 
ciates  by  leaving  his  prestigious 
Yale  post  to  teach  at  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

“He  said  once  that  he  came  to 
the  Southwest  because  he  felt  the 
Christian  church  was  still  viable 


in  this  region."  Dr.  Grimes  said. 

Dr.  Outler's  leadership  elevat¬ 
ed  Perkins’  stature  significantly 
among  American  theological 
schools.  Dr.  Grimes  said. 

Dr.  Outler  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  the  former  Carlotta  “Carla” 
G-  Smith;  a  son,  David  S.,  of 
Broken  Arrow,  Okla.;  a  daughter, 
Frances  G.  "Trudy”  Allsop  of 
Dallas;  and  three  grandchildren. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Immedi¬ 
ate  opening  in  a  2000-member  church  committed 
to  growth.  A  full-time  position  with  full  graded 
choirs  and  handbells.  A  new  68  rank  Moller  organ. 
Experience  preferred.  Please  send  resume  to. 
Search  Committee,  Belmont  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  120098,  Nashville.  TN  37212. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock¬ 
ies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 

family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/resourcc  staff 
and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  do  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38.  Woodland 
Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

EDUCATION/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  sought 
for  middle-sized  East  Texas  church,  near  Dallas 
and  Houston.  Salary  negotiable,  depending  upon 
qualifications.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Rev. 

Joe  Fort,  First  UMC,  Box  984,  Crockett.  TX 
75835.  (409)  544-2044. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  2500-MEMBER 
downtown  church.  Contact:  Rev.  Patricia  Clen- 

denen.  Church  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1303,  Knoxville,  TN  37901. 
(615)  524-3048. 

MUSIC  ASSISTANT.  ■/«  TIME,  FOR  dynamic 
congregation  of  2200.  Open  January  I .  Successful 
candidate  will  be  outstanding  organist/accompa¬ 
nist.  Conducting  skills  helpful.  Contact:  James 
Thrash,  Germantown  United  Methodist,  2331 
Germantown  Rd.,  Germantown,  TN  38138  by  No¬ 
vember  15. 

DIRECTOR  OF  LEISURE  MINISTRIES.  2500- 
member  downtown  church.  Contact:  Rev.  Patricia 
Clendenen,  Church  Street  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O  Box  1303,  Knoxville,  TN  37901. 
(615)  524-3048. 

CURRENTLY  SEEKING  FULL-TIME  Youth 
and  Children's  Director.  Experience  preferred. 
Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
420  East  Main.  Union  City,  TN  38261  or  call  (901) 
885-3573  for  more  information. 

ORGANIST/ASSOCIATE  MUSIC  DIRECTOR 
half-time  position  at  1200-member  suburban 
church  with  47  rank  Moller  antiphonal  pipe  organ. 
Responsibilities  include:  2  Sunday  services,  accom- 
panying  choir  rehearsals,  directing  one  choir-  vocal 
or  handbells.  Send  resume  to:  Dan  Stokes,  Music 
Committee,  Webster  Hills  UMC,  698  West  Lock- 
wood,  Webster  Groves,  MO  63119. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC,  PART-TIME  position  at 
growing  1000-member  church  opens  September  12. 
Handbell,  adult  and  children’s  choirs.  $1 0,000  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  John  Fiedler.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  601  Pleasant  Ridge.  Mansfield. 

Tx  76063.(817)477-2287. 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND  SINGLES. 
1600-member  church  of  First  UMC,  Corsicana, 
TX.  County  seat  and  small  college  town.  45 
miles  south  of  Dallas.  Ordained  or  diaconal. 
Will  consider  seminary  student.  Brick  parson¬ 
age  available.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable. 
Contact:  Dr.  Charles  Rice,  320  North  15th, 
Corsicana.  TX  75110.  (214)  874-5656. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  MINISTRIES: 
Peachtree  Road  United  Methodist  Church  in  At¬ 
lanta,  Georgia  is  accepting  applications  for  a  full¬ 
time  director  of  children’s  ministries.  This  position 
will  coordinate  and  develop  a  comprehensive  pro¬ 
gram  of  Christian  education  for  children  ages  birth 
through  fifth  grade.  Master’s  degree  preferred  or 
equivalent  experience.  Send  resumes,  inquiries,  or 
request  for  job  description  to:  Chairperson,  Search 
Committee,  Peachtree  Road  United  Methodist 
Church,  Atlanta.  GA  30363.  (404)  266-2373. 

CHRISTIAN  COUPLE  WANTED-  Maintenance/ 
food  service.  United  Methodist  camp.  Will  consid¬ 
er  individuals.  Contact:  Larry  Kalas,  Lake  Poinsett 
Camp,  RR  #3.  Box  137,  Arlington  SD  57212. 
(605)983-5547. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/PROGRAM.  Will  work 
closely  with  Council  on  Ministries,  Salary  and  ben¬ 
efit  package  competitive.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  156,  Fairfield,  TX  75840. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries.  1650-member  church.  Clergy,  diaconal 
or  certified  lay  person  with  experience.  Resumes  to: 

Al  Hammer,  St.  John's  United  Methodist  Church, 
1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boulevard,  Winter  Haven, 

FL  33884. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/CHORAL  Director 
needed  for  established,  dynamic  church  in  North 
Florida.  Beginning  date  available  by  October  1. 
1989.  Resume  needed  immediately.  Facilities  ex¬ 
cellent.  Pipe  organ.  Music  programs  growing. 
Choirs  for  all  ages  and  handbells  program.  Salary 
$2 1 .000-  $25,000.  Send  resume  and  available  ma- 
terials  to:  The  Rev.  George  Dettman,  1801  S.  Mar¬ 
ion  St.,  Lake  City,  FL  32055. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067,627-9507. 

1980  BLUEBIRD  CHURCH  BUS  FOR  SALE. 
30,000  miles.  For  more  information  contact:  Jack 
Carter  (3 18)  255-5601. 

METHODIST  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL  IN 
Ohio  seeks  applications  and  nominations  for  a  fac¬ 
ulty  position  in  pastoral  care  and  counseling,  effec¬ 
tive  Fall,  1990.  Rank/salary  according  to  qualifica¬ 
tions.  The  appointee  will  assume  major  teaching 
and  leadership  responsibilities  for  the  M.A.  in  alco¬ 
holism  and  drug  abuse  ministry.  The  preferred  can¬ 
didate  will  have  established  relationships  and  cre¬ 
dentials  in  this  field,  as  well  as  significant  teaching 
and  professional  experience  in  pastoral  care  and 
counseling.  An  established  relationship  with  ACPE 
is  desired.  Send  letter  of  nomination  or  application 
to:  Frederick  C.  Tiffany,  Academic  E>ean,  Method¬ 
ist  Theological  School  in  Ohio.  3081  Columbus 
Pike,  Delaware,  OH  43015.  Review  of  applications 
will  begin  on  October  15,  continuing  until  position 
is  filled.  EOE/AA. 

DIRECTOR/CONTROLLER  INDIVIDUAL 
with  2-4  years  experience  in  an  accounting  supervi¬ 
sory  role  wanted  to  monitor  and  control  all  ac¬ 
counting  and  cash  management  activities  required 
to  support  the  treasury  function  of  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions.  Responsibilities  encompass 
budget  administration,  coordination  of  external  au¬ 
dit  and  relating  to  Board  of  Directors.  In  addition 
to  a  CPA,  the  qualified  candidate  will  have  exten¬ 
sive  experience  relying  on  computerized  account¬ 
ing  and  reporting  systems.  Consideration  will  be 
given  to  an  applicant  who  has  work  in  progress  to¬ 
ward  certification.  Must  have  working  knowledge 
of  GAAP  with  degree  in  accounting  or  finance, 
MBA  desired.  Fund  accounting  experience  pre- 

OAK  RIDGE.  TN  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  is  accepting  applications  for  a  full-time  di¬ 
rector  of  children’s  ministries  for  a  church  mem¬ 
bership  of  2100.  The  director  will  work  with  the 
Commission  on  Education  to  develop  ministries 
for  children  and  for  the  parents  of  children.  Accept¬ 
ing  applications  through  October  5.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Please  submit  resume  or  letter  of  application 
to:  Reverend  John  Ripley,  P.O.  Box  567,  Oak 
Ridge.  TN  37831.  (615)  483-4357. 

standards,  service  orientation  and  the  ability  to 
contribute  effectively  to  team  management  as  a  su¬ 
pervisor  and  department  director.  We  offer  excel¬ 
lent  compensation  and  benefit  package.  For  consid¬ 
eration,  submit  resume  including  salary  history  in 
confidence  to:  Human  Resources  department, 
General  Board  of  Pensions  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  1200  Davis  Street,  Evanston.  IL  60201. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT  Min¬ 
istries  for  a  large  downtown  church.  Salary  is  nego¬ 
tiable;  excellent  benefits.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Clint 
Burleson,  723  Center,  Little  Rock,  AR  72201 .  Tele¬ 
phone:  (501)  372-2256. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  FOR  2700-member 
church  needed.  Responsible  for  chancel  choir  and 
coordinating  1 2-person  part-time  music  staff.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Dr.  Dan  Bonner,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  330  N.  Broadway.  Wichita,  KS  67202  by 
September  30th. 

CAMPSITE  MANAGER/DIRECTOR:  Immediate 
year  round  opening  for  manager  with  part-time  po¬ 
sition  available  for  spouse  with  large  group  food 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits,  fab¬ 

rics.  Stoles,  paraments,  etc.  Brochurc/fabric  swatch¬ 
es  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  available  for 
meetings.  A  &  L  Designs.  201  E.  Tabor  Rd..  Phila¬ 
delphia.  PA  1 9 1 20.  (2 1 5)  329-732 1 . 

service  experience.  Located  in  SE  comer  of  Arizona 
in  the  beautiful  Chiricahua  Mountains.  Contact: 
Joel  Huffman.  Desert  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  2633  East  Indian  School  Road,  Phoenix,  AZ 
85016.  (602)  956-4472.  Deadline  September  22. 

7  was  a  stranger  and  you  welcomed  me ' 


Churches  link  up  to  provide 
hospitality  to  homeless  families 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

On  a  typical  night  in  Columbus. 
Ohio,  upwards  of  700  people  are  on 
the  street — homeless. 

Of  that  number,  almost  a  third 
are  members  of  homeless  fam¬ 
ilies — single  or  double-parent 
households,  according  to  a  veteran 
shelter  worker.  Many  have  been 
evicted  from  their  homes  for  vari¬ 
ety  of  economic  reasons  (see  sepa¬ 
rate  story). 

But  there’s  a  happy  ending  for 
some  of  those  families,  thanks  to  the 
work  of  Columbus-area  churches. 

Thirty-two  congregations — in¬ 
cluding  several  United  Methodist — 
joined  forces  in  January  to  help 
those  families  through  the  Inter¬ 
faith  Hospitality  Network. 

Of  the  83  families— 270  people — 
helped  by  the  Columbus-area  net¬ 
work  between  January  and  June, 
about  40  are  back  in  their  own 
homes  or  apartments,  said  Richard 
Stowell. 

The  53-year-old  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  started  the  Columbus 
church  network  after  reading  a  let¬ 
ter  in  "The  New  York  Times.”  It 
was  written  by  Karen  Olson  of 
Summitt,  N.J.  She  started  the  Inter¬ 
faith  Hospitality  Network  in  her 
area  in  1985. 

The  hospitality  network  has  now 
grown  to  include  nearly  1 50  congrega¬ 
tions  in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio,  Ms.  Olson  said.  Their  work 
involves  some  1 1 ,000  volunteers. 

“The  foundation  of  the  network  is 
the  use  of  existing  resources,”  Ms.  Ol¬ 
son  said.  “Each  congregation  provides 


What  your 
church  needs 
to  join  network 

■  A  desire  to  help 
homeless  families. 

■  Willing  volunteers. 

■  A  fellowship  hall  or 
Sunday  school  rooms. 

■  A  kitchen  and/or 
area  where  meals  can 
be  served. 

■  A  church  van  is 
handy. 

Call  (201)  273-1158 

shelter  and  meals  for  three  to  five 
families  for  one  week  every  two  or 
three  months  on  a  rotating  schedule." 

The  daily  cost  is  $9  per  family  or 
less,  she  said. 

Guests,  who  normally  stay  with 
the  network  for  up  to  30  days,  are 
screened  and  referred  to  the  church 
networks  by  social  service  agencies 
in  their  communities. 

During  their  stay,  guests  receive 
regular  meals,  a  place  to  sleep  and 
help  to  find  jobs  or  save  enough  mon¬ 
ey  to  pay  the  rent  on  an  apartment. 

“By  the  time  we  get  the  Colum¬ 
bus  network  put  together,  there  will 
probably  be  50  churches  and  4,000 
volunteers,”  he  said. 

At  that  point  he  estimates  the 
network  will  serve  90  to  100  family 
members — about  40  percent  of  the 
homeless  family  population  in  Co¬ 
lumbus,  a  city  of  566,000  in  a  met¬ 
ropolitan  area  of  1 .3  million. 
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WESTERVILLE,  Ohio — Members  of  Church  of  the  Master  prepare 
beds  for  homeless  guests.  The  church  members  are  Marcia  Ogle 
(left  forground),  Sarah  Gorsuch,  Lew  Goodrich  (left  background). 
Richard  Stowell  (at  right)  is  coordinator  of  the  Interfaith  Hospitality 
Network  to  which  the  congregation  belongs.  It  provides  food,  shel¬ 
ter  and  assistance  to  homeless  families. 


Network  renews  once-homeless  couple's  faith 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  editor 

Jim  and  Sandy  Woodside,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  couple  who  now  live 
in  Plantation,  Fla.,  know  what  it’s 
like  to  be  homeless. 

In  1987,  they  were. 

That’s  how  they  came  to  learn 
about  the  Interfaith  Hospitality 


Network  (see  separate  story  above). 

The  network  helped  them  escape 
the  ranks  of  the  homeless. 

Like  most  homeless  families,  the 
Woodsides — an  older  couple  with 
grown  children — never  dreamed 
they  would  be  on  the  street. 

But  Mr.  Woodside,  a  truck  driver, 
was  injured  in  two  job-related  acci¬ 
dents  during  the  summer  of  1 987. 


And  the  couple  watched  their  sav¬ 
ings  dwindle  until  a  fateful  late  Oc¬ 
tober  night  at  a  New  Jersey  motel. 

Mrs.  Woodside  recalled  her  hus¬ 
band  saying,  “I  don’t  know  how  to 
tell  you  this,  but  we’re  out  of  mon¬ 
ey.  We’re  going  to  have  to  find 
someplace  to  go.” 

A  Christian,  she  called  a  local 
church  and  was  referred  to  the  In¬ 


terfaith  Hospitality  Network. 

While  Mr.  Woodside  continued 
working  at  the  Port  of  Newark, 
N.J.,  the  couple  stayed  at  churches 
in  the  network  for  seven  weeks — a 
stay  extended  three  weeks  beyond 
the  30-day  limit. 

“God  is  good,"  said  Mrs.  Wood- 
side.  "He  comes  through  when  you 
really  need  him.” 
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MEETS  THEIR  APPROVAL:  United 

Methodism’s  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver 
won  commendation  from 
the  executive  committee  of 
the  denomination’s  General 
Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race.  The  praise  was  for 
appointing  the  Rev.  Morti¬ 
mer  Arias  as  professor  of 
evangelism.  A  recent  letter, 
signed  by  Barbara  Ricks 
Thompson,  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  chief  executive,  called  the  controversial  se¬ 
lection  of  Dr.  Arias,  a  Latin  American  theologian, 
“a  step  forward  in  bringing  a  global  theological 
perspective  to  the  concept  of  evangelism  (that  is) 
essential  ...  if  evangelism  is  to  be  effective  in  a 
multicultural,  multiracial  society  and  church.” 

MORE  WOMEN  CLERGY:  The 

number  of  women  ordained  as  clergy  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  has  almost  doubled  in  the  past  10  years, 
according  to  a  report  released  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  The  1989  edition  of  Year¬ 
book  of  American  and  Canadian  Churches  re¬ 
ports  the  number  of  women  ordained  to  full 
ministry  increased  from  10,470  to  20,730  be¬ 
tween  1977-87.  Those  totals  represent  an  increase 
from  an  estimated  4  percent  in  1977  to  7.9  per¬ 
cent  in  1 986  of  the  clerics  in  those  denominations 
ordaining  women.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  about  3,700  clergywomen,  almost  10  percent 
of  the  church’s  total  clergy. 

LESSON  FOR  TEACHERS:  Drawing 
on  a  lifetime  experience  as  a  Sunday  school  teach¬ 
er,  former  President  Jimmy  Carter  advises  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  teachers  to  relate  study  materials  to 
life.  “Regardless  of  the  subject,  teaching  is  almost 
impossible  if  the  teacher  does  not  apply  the  lesson 
to  modern-day  existence,”  writes  Mr.  Carter  in 
the  September  issue  of  United  Methodism’s 
“Teacher”  magazine.  Mr.  Carter  began  teaching 
Sunday  School  at  1 8,  continued  occasionally  dur¬ 
ing  his  presidency  and  now  leads  a  class  at  Mara- 
natha  Baptist  Church  in  Plains,  Ga. 


YOUNG  LEADERSHIP  IN  CUBA: 

Revival  is  in  progress  in  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Cuba,  and  young  people  are  playing  a  signifi¬ 
cant  role,  says  the  Rev.  Armando  Rodriguez. 
The  Methodist  pastor  from  Manicaragua,  Cuba, 
said  that  the  Cuban  Methodist  Youth  League 
includes  members  16  to  32  years  old.  At  pres¬ 
ent,  about  50  local  units  are  operating,  with  15 
more  to  be  added  this  fall.  Mr.  Rodriguez, 
Nelda  Zambrano  and  Niurka  Montero  visited 
churches  in  New  England,  Kansas  and  Iowa  in 
July  before  attending  the  national  United  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  convocation  in  Ames,  Iowa. 

LET'S  TALK:  Improved  communication 
between  heads  of  United  Methodist-related  high¬ 
er  educational  institutions  and  the  church’s  bish¬ 
ops  was  mapped  out  last  month  during  a 
conference  of  college  administrators  in  Squaw 
Valley,  Calif.  The  presidents  resolved  to  have 
more  personal  contacts  with  individual  bishops 
and  with  the  Council  of  Bishops’  Committee  on 
Teaching  Concerns.  Also  on  the  agenda  was  con¬ 
tinued  discussion  of  the  bishop’s  role  as  a  trustee 
of  colleges  and  universities  related  to  the  church. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Rejected  missionary  couple  getting  UM  help 


impact  that  being  uprooted  and 
relocated  to  a  foreign  country 
can  have  on  teen-agers. 

“It’s  a  matter  for  great  deliber¬ 
ation  [whenever  candidates  have 
teen-age  children],”  he  said. 

United  Methodist  officials  re¬ 
cently  decided  not  to  commis¬ 
sion  a  Washington  state  couple 
after  determining  that  their  two 
teen-agers — who  said  they  didn’t 
want  to  go  to  Zaire — would  not 
be  able  to  adapt  to  the  new  loca¬ 
tion  (see  accompanying  story  and 
UMR.Sept.  1). 

Dr.  Sheila  Fleming,  a  United 
Methodist  missions  executive, 
said  she  is  proposing  that,  in  the 
future,  the  missionary-screening 
process  focus  more  attention  on 
children  over  12. 

Some  denominations,  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  policy,  don’t  accept  appli¬ 
cants  with  teen-age  children. 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Atkinson,  an 
official  with  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  said  his 
agency  won’t  send  families  with 
teen-agers  on  first-time  mission 
assignments. 

“For  a  teen-ager,  moving  itself 
is  a  very  stressful  event,  let  alone 
moving  to  the  mission  field,” 
said  Mr.  Atkinson. 


The  Southern  Baptist  official’ 
said  that  age  13  is  the  cut-off  be¬ 
cause  "as  a  child  enters  adoles¬ 
cence,  a  lot  of  important  issues 
surface  for  the  whole  family.” 

“The  policy  is  for  the  family’s 
sake,  not  just  the  child’s  sake,” 
he  said. 

A  Presbyterian  Church. 
(U.S.A.)  official  who  asked  not  to 
be  identified  said  that  while  that, 
denomination’s  mission  board!; 
has  no  standard  policy,  it  is  “not 
very  keen"  on  sending  families 
with  teen-agers  on  a  first-time 
missionary  assignment. 

The  Rev.  H.T.  Maclin,  head  of’ 
the  unofficial  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists,  said  his 
agency  recognizes  the  dangers. 

He  said  that  children  of  candi-  ’ 
dates  near  the  age  of  puberty  (age 
1 1  or  12)  are  submitted  to  a  strict 
screening  process  that  includes 
counseling,  psychological  evalua¬ 
tions  and  psychiatric  evaluations. 

"If  there  are  high-school-age 
children,  we  immediately  tell  the  ; 
candidates  of  the  problems  in¬ 
volved,"  Mr.  Maclin  said.  "When  : 
you  have  kids  who  are  near  grad¬ 
uation,  that  is  traumatic  enough 
without  compounding  it." 

— CLEM  LARUM? 


People  callecf 


United  Methodist  selected 
'Chaplain  of  the  Year' 

A  United  Methodist  minister 
from  Western  North  Carolina  has 
been  chosen  as 
the  national  chap-  ' 

lain  of  the  year  by 
the  Salvation 
Army.  The  Rev.  ■RnEV  ” 
Charles  E.  Tyson, 
a  chaplain  at  the 
Seymour  Johnson 
Federal  Correc-  |  ^  Bl\ 
tional  Institution  Charles  Tyson 
in  Goldsboro,  N.C.,  received  the 
award  last  month  in  Baltimore  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Correctional  Association. 

He  is  the  second  United  Meth¬ 
odist  to  receive  the  annual  award 
since  its  establishment  in  1962.  A 
longtime  advocate  of  prison  minis¬ 
tries,  he  was  a  key  mediator  in  the 
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1987  prison  siege  by  Cuban  detain-  ’• 
ees  at  the  Oakdale  (La.)  Federal 
Detention  Center. 

Iowa  layman  chosen 
as  bishop's  aide 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Reu¬ 
ben  P.  Job  (Iowa  Area)  has  named 
a  Des  Moines  lay¬ 
man  to  a  post  that 
is  usually  filled  by 
a  member  of  the 
clergy  in  the  9.7- 
million-member 
denomination. 

Don  Mendenhall 
began  his  duties 
as  the  bishop’s  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistant  this  month. 
“We  believe  that  all  Christians  are 
calle  to  ministry,”  Bishop  Job 
said  adding  that  he  is  convinced  a 
layperson  can  help  him  meet  his 
goals  effectively. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  missions  offi¬ 
cials  have  promised  to  continue  a 
monthly  stipend  and  rent  supple¬ 
ment  for  a  Washington  state  cou¬ 
ple  who  weren’t  commissioned  as 
missionaries  last  month. 

George  and  Mazel  Stites  of  Ren¬ 
ton,  Wash.,  had  quit  their  jobs, 
leased  their  home  and  sold  house¬ 
hold  furniture  in  anticipation  of 
being  sent  to  Kinshasha,  Zaire. 

They  were  told  Aug.  1,  two 
days  before  an  expected  commis¬ 
sioning,  that  mission  board  offi¬ 
cials  didn’t  believe  the  couple’s 
two  teen-age  children  would 
adapt  well  to  living  in  Zaire  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  1). 

The  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman, 
head  of  United  Methodism’s 
overseas  missions  division,  said 
the  Stiteses’  $850  stipend  and 
$525  rent  supplement  would  be 
continued  through  October. 

The  family’s  overall  situation 
is  under  review,  he  said. 

“If,  after  three  months,  this 
isn’t  worked  out  and  they  are  do¬ 
ing  all  they  can  locally,  there’s  no 
question  but  that  we  will  help,” 


said  Dr.  Harman. 

The  mission  official  said  he 
hasn’t  ruled  out  the  possibility  of 
finding  a  U.S.  mission  post  for 
the  Stiteses. 

"I  am  not  yet  convinced  that 
there  isn’t  a  place  for  them,"  said 
Dr.  Harman. 

The  Stiteses  are  back  in  Ren¬ 
ton.  They  are  living  in  an  apart¬ 
ment  while  he  looks  for  work. 

He  quit  his  $36,000-a-year  job 
as  a  mechanic  with  the  Seattle 
transit  system  to  attend  a  three- 
week  mission  training  event  in 
Atlanta  in  July. 

Although  the  Stiteses  were  told 
that  commissioning  was  contingent 
on  successfully  completing  their 
training,  they  apparently  were  act¬ 
ing  on  the  advice  of  mission  board 
personnel  when  they  quit  their 
jobs,  leased  their  home  and  sold 
their  household  furniture. 

Dr.  Harman  said  that  he  has 
seen  letters  telling  the  couple  that 
commissioning  was  more  likely 
than  not  and  encouraging  them 
to  prepare  to  go  to  Zaire. 

“Some  staff  people  build  up  ear¬ 
ly  expectations  and  start  plugging 
people  in  [prematurely],”  he  said. 

The  current  missionary-selec¬ 
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20  new  missionaries  commissioned  for  U.S.  work 

Denise  Onetta  Ruth  Hygh  of  New  Orleans  was  one  of  20  people  recently  commissioned  as  a 
two-year  missionary  by  officials  of  United  Methodism's  world  mission  board.  Ms.  Hygh  will 
serve  at  Moore  Community  House  in  Biloxi,  Miss.  The  commissioning  at  Andover  Newton  Theo¬ 
logical  School  in  Boston,  Mass.,  featured  Dr.  Robert  Thornburgh,  a  dean  at  Boston  University; 
the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  the  world  mission  board's  chief  executive;  Bishop  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn  (Nebraska  Area),  president  of  the  board;  and  the  Rev.  D.S.  Dharmapalan,  a  board  direc¬ 
tor  from  New  Hampshire.The  new  missionaries  will  serve  in  such  mission  programs  as  commu¬ 
nity  centers,  children's  homes,  poverty  programs,  and  rural  and  urban  ministries. 


tion  process  tentatively  links  can¬ 
didates  to  a  mission  assignment 
before  final  training  and  com¬ 
missioning. 

The  entire  issue  of  stipends 
and  reimbursement  for  candi¬ 
dates’  expenses  during  the  train¬ 
ing  period  before  assignment  is 
under  scrutiny,  said  Dr.  Harman. 


That’s  because,  starting  this 
fall,  the  training  period  for  mis¬ 
sionary  candidates  will  be  in¬ 
creased  to  three  months  rather 
than  three-to-four  weeks,  he  said. 

The  training  will  be  at  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  new  missionary 
center  in  Atlanta. 

Another  couple  whose  commis¬ 


sioning  was  delayed — the  Rev., 
and  Mrs.  Phillip  F.  Wiley  of  Alba-.: 
ny,  Ga. — also  are  to  continue  re¬ 
ceiving  board  support  while  they  •’ 
undergo  additional  training  at  the  ■ 
new  center,  Dr.  Harman  said. 

The  Wileys  are  to  be  the  first 
candidates  to  take  part  in  the 
longer  training,  he  said. 


Teen-agers  pose  special  problem 
for  missionary  sending  agencies 


Sending  a  family  with  teen¬ 
agers  to  the  mission  field  for  the 
first  time  is  risky,  officials  from 
several  U.S.  mission-sending 
agencies  said  last  week. 

If  the  teen-agers  don’t  adapt  in 
their  new  location,  the  family’s 
mission  term  can  be  prematurely 
aborted,  they  said. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Yount,  director 
of  overseas  personnel  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  said 
the  subject  frequently  is  discussed 
when  mission  executives  talk 
about  missionary  deployment. 

Mr.  Yount  said  missions  exec¬ 
utives  recognize  the  emotional 


What  do  the  following  congregations  have  in 
common  besides  the  reputation  for  being  among 
United  Methodism’s  “great  churches”? 


Central  UMC,  Albuquerque,  NM 
First  UMC,  Arlington,  TX 
First  UMC,  Austin,  TX 
Broadway  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
First  UMC.  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Christ  UMC.  Bethel  Park,  PA 
First  UMC.  Carrollton,  TX 
First  UMC,  Champaign,  IL 
First  Centenary  UMC,  Chattanooga,  TN 
Chicago  Temple  (UM),  Chicago,  IL 
First  UMC.  Colorado  Springs  CO 
North  Broadway  UMC,  Columbus,  OH 
Trinity  UMC.  Columbus,  OH 
First  UMC,  Coral  Gables,  FL 
First  UMC,  Corpus  Christi,  TX 
First  UMC,  Dallas,  TX 
Highland  Park  UMC,  Dallas.  TX 
Lovers  Lane  UMC,  Dallas,  TX 
Spring  Valley  UMC.  Dallas,  TX 
Tyler  Street  UMC,  Dallas, TX 


University  Park  UMC,  Dallas,  TX 
Grace  UMC,  Decatur,  IL 
Trinity  UMC,  Denver,  CO 
First  UMC,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
First  UMC.  Fort  Worth,  TX 
Lehman  Memorial  UMC,  Hatboro,  PA 
Bear  Creek  UMC,  Houston.  TX 
Chapelwood  UMC,  Houston,  TX 
First  UMC,  Houston.  TX 
St.  Luke's  UMC,  Houston,  TX 
St.  Paul's  UMC,  Houston.  TX 
Windsor  Village  UMC,  Houston,  TX 
First  UMC.  Kearney,  NE 
First  Broad  Street  UMC,  Kingsport.  TN 
Kirkwood  UMC.  Kirkwood,  MO 
Pulaski  Heights  UMC,  Little  Rock,  AR 
Holman  UMC,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
First  UMC.  Lubbock,  TX 
Manchester  UMC,  Manchester.  MO 
Christ  UMC.  Memphis,  TN 


Hennepin  Avenue  UMC,  Minneapolis,  MN 

Belmont  UMC,  Nashville,  TN 

West  End  UMC.  Nashville.  TN 

McFarlin  UMC,  Norman.  OK 

First  UMC.  Odessa,  TX 

First  UMC.  Omaha,  NE 

First  UMC,  Palo  Alto,  CA 

Baldwin  UMC.  Pittsburgh,  PA 

Mt.  Lebanon  UMC,  Pittsburgh.  PA 

Christ  UMC,  Plano,  TX 

Custer  Road  UMC,  Plano,  TX 

First  UMC,  Richardson,  TX 

First  UMC,  Roswell.  NM 

First  UMC,  Sioux  Falls,  SD 

Asbury  UMC,  Tulsa,  OK 

Boston  Avenue  UMC,  Tulsa,  OK 

First  UMC,  Tulsa,  OK 

First  UMC.  Wichita,  KS 

First  UMC.  Wichita  Falls,  TX 

Mt.  Vernon  Place  UMC,  Washington  DC 


All  these  congregations  and  many  more  publish  their  local  church  news  as  editions  of  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  (weekly)  or  the  United  Methodist  Review  (biweekly). 

With  a  UMR  edition,  church  members  regularly  are  exposed  simultaneously  to  news  from  their  local  church,  their  an¬ 
nual  conference,  and  from  across  United  Methodism's  world  parish. 

The  Reporter  uses  the  latest  computer  technology  and  a  dedicated  staff  to  help  you  communicate  quickly  and  effec¬ 
tively  with  your  congregation  Save  on  labor  costs  by  letting  the  UMR  staff  typeset  your  materials.  Or  send  us  your 
church’s  news  camera-ready  to  be  printed,  labeled  and  mailed  as  a  UMR  edition. 

Well  informed  Christians  are  likely  to  be  more  active  and  committed  members  of  the  Body  of 
Christ. 

Do  members  of  these  congregations  receive  the  Reporter  because  their  leaders  recognize  this  truth? 

Or  are  these  congregations  "great"  because  their  members  regularly  read  the  Reporter? 

Probably  some  of  both. 

For  more  information  on  how  members  of  your  congregation  can  enjoy  similar  benefits,  call 
or  write  today: 

Contact:  Ron  Adams-  UMR  Special  Editions  by  calling  collect  (214)  630-6495, 
or  write  to:  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Methodists'  Clinica  Betania  offers 
medical  help  to  Mexico's  poor 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

When  the  people  of  Reynosa, 
Mexico,  come  to  the  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Clinica  Betania  (Bethany 
Clinic),  they  can  expect  a  caring 
staff  that  will  give  full  attention  to 
their  medical  needs. 

Standard  cost:  $2. 

That  may  seem  inordinately  low 
to  people  in  the  United  States. 

But  for  many  in  Mexico,  that’s  a 
big  chunk  of  their  $3.50  average 
wage  for  an  eight-hour  work  day. 

For  most  workers,  medical  insur¬ 
ance  isn’t  available. 

To  meet  the  health-care  needs  of 
such  people,  seven  churches  have 
opened  the  Clinica  Betania. 

It’s  a  new  project  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico,  assisted  by  the 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church, 
the  40-year-old  United  Methodist 
second-mile  giving  program. 

Located  in  downtown  Reynosa, 
just  across  the  Rio  Grande  River 
from  Texas,  the  clinic  houses  two 
doctors,  a  dentist,  lab  technician 
and  a  pharmacist. 

Each  patient  is  charged  a  small  fee 
for  treatment — IF  he  or  she  can  pay. 

Last  winter,  for  instance,  a  doctor 
delivered  a  baby  by  Caesarean  sec¬ 
tion  and  charged  the  mother  $4. 

If  the  patient  cannot  pay,  he  or 
she  is  treated  anyway,  without  re¬ 
gard  to  religion  or  race. 

One  day  a  week  the  clinic  staff  of- 
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fers  medical  treatment  at  an  out¬ 
post  site  on  the  edge  of  town. 

“All  the  needs  are  critical,”  said 
the  Rev.  Don  Willis,  the  Texas  con¬ 
ference  missions  coordinator. 

“But  the  greatest  need  right  now 
is  for  operational  funds,”  said  Mr. 
Willis. 

Gifts  to  assist  the  Clinica  Betania 
can  be  made  via  any  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  and  designated  for: 

■  Advance  No.  010758-8RA  (the 
operational  fund). 

■  Advance  No.  010759-OCO 
(equipment  or  medical  machines). 

■  Advance  No.  020012-OAN 
(construction). 

This  story  is  based  on  an  article 
by  Mary  Lou  Krause,  editor  of  the 
Texas  Annual  Conference  edition 
of  the  Reporter. 


REYNOSA,  Mexico — The  Clinica 
Betania  meets  the  medical  needs 
of  low-income  families  in  Rey¬ 
nosa,  Mexico,  through  second- 
mile  gifts  to  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church. 
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Jews  to  turn  5750th  calendar  page 

California  rabbi  explains  how  the  Jewish  calendar  was  created 


By  ALLEN  S.  MALLER 

Religious  News  Service 

Christians  know  that  their  calen¬ 
dar  starts  from  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

Muslims  know  that  the  Muslim 
calendar  begins  with  the  flight  of  Mu- 
hummad  from  Mecca  to  Medina. 

But  most  Jews  would  be  hard 
pressed  to  explain  what  happened 
5750  years  ago  and  why  the  Jewish 
calendar  begins  with  that  event, 
which  will  be  commemorated  this 
year  on  Sept.  29. 

One  might  expect  that  the  Jewish 
calendar  would  start  either  from  the 
birth  of  Abraham  (the  first  Jew)  or 
from  the  Exodus  out  of  Egypt  (the 
birth  of  the  Jewish  people). 

Yet  the  rabbis  in  the  second  cen¬ 
tury  who  made  up  the  current  Jew¬ 
ish  calendar  chose  Adam  as  their 
starting  point. 


The  Hebrew  word  “Adam”  means 
humankind,  and  the  first  Adam  rep¬ 
resents  civilized  humankind. 

The  most  famous  attempt  to  cal¬ 
culate  “the  beginning”  was  in  the 
early  1650s  by  James  Ussher,  an 
Irish  bishop. 

Ussher’s  dates,  later  inserted  in 
the  margin  of  the  King  James  Bible, 
became  widely  known.  His  date  for 
the  departure  from  the  Garden  of 
Eden  is  4004  B.C.E. 

Although  it  might  seem  like  a 
simple  task  to  add  up  the  lifespans 
of  the  generations  mentioned  in  the 
Bible,  it  is  not. 

First  of  all,  the  Greek  translation, 
the  Septuagint,  reports  very  differ¬ 
ent  figures  from  those  given  in  the 
Hebrew  Bible. 

A  third  century  Christian  histori¬ 
an,  Sextus  Julius  Africanus,  who  used 
the  Septuagint,  estimated  that  Adam 


came  out  of  the  Garden  of  Eden 
5499  years  before  the  birth  of  Jesus 
(whom  he  dated  three  years  earlier 
than  the  calendar  Christians  use,  his 
date  for  Jesus  being  more  accurate). 

A  second  problem  arises  when 
there  is  no  continuity  of  generations. 

Thus  the  estimate  of  the  time 
back  to  Adam  made  by  Rabbi  Yosi 
ben  Halafta  in  his  second  century 
book,  “Seder  Olam  Rabbah,”  was 
too  short  because  Rabbi  Yosi  un¬ 
derestimated  the  length  of  the  Per¬ 
sian  Empire  by  about  160  years. 

The  current  Jewish  calendar  is 
based  on  his  chronology. 

According  to  this,  Adam  exited 
the  Garden  of  Eden  and  became 
civilized  in  the  year  3760  B.C.E. 
With  the  addition  of  the  160  years, 
Rabbi  Yosi’s  date  is  within  a  centu¬ 
ry  of  Bishop  Ussher’s. 

Another  way  to  estimate  when 


humankind  became  civilized  is  to 
use  the  evidence  of  archaeology. 

Most  archaeologists  believe  this 
development  in  human  evolution 
took  place  in  the  Tigris-Euphrates 
valley  almost  6,000  years  ago. 

The  earliest  writing  comes  from 
the  Mesopotamian  city  of  Uruk 
(Erech  in  Genesis  10:10)  and  dates  to 
about  5,500  years  ago — about  the 
third  century  of  the  Jewish  calendar. 

By  beginning  the  Jewish  calendar 
with  Adam,  the  rabbis  equated  hu¬ 
man  history  with  urban  civilization 
and  writing. 

To  the  Jews,  the  people  of  the 
book,  writing  is  a  given.  Thus  one 
could  say  the  Jewish  calendar  starts 
from  the  beginning  of  writing  and 
the  beginning  of  written  history. 

Rabbi  Mailer  is  the  leader  of  Tem¬ 
ple  Akiba  in  Culver  City,  Calif. 


' Dangerous  man'  depicted  in  new  film 


By  GARY  O'GUINN 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— El  Salvador’s 
Archbishop  Oscar  Romero  was  a 
dangerous  man. 

Despite  his  assassination  in 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  was  really  upset  by  the  letter  a 
few  weeks  ago  from  Cindy. 

How  anyone  who  believes  in 
Christ  could  even  hint  to  her  that 
her  baby  did  not  go  to  heaven  is  be¬ 
yond  my  comprehension. 

The  Bible  makes  God’s  position 
very  clear,  as  well  as  Jesus’  in  Mat¬ 
thew  18:1-6,  and  Matthew  19:13-15 
on  the  subject  of  children. 

Having  experienced  this  type  of 
loss  myself,  my  heart  goes  out  to 
Cindy. 

I  waht  to  assure  her  that  little  chil- 


On  a  hill  far  away 

stood  an  old  rugged  cross, 

the  emblem  of  suffering  and  shame; 

And  I  love  that  old  cross, 

where  the  dearest  and  best 

For  a  world  of  lost  sinners  was  slain. 

So  I’ll  cherish  the  old  rugged  cross; 

Till  my  trophies  at  last  I  lay  down; 

I  will  cling  to  the  old  rugged  cross; 
And  exchange  it  some  day  for  a 
crown. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

:  One  block  from  the  campus  of  Al¬ 
bion  College,  a  United  Methodist 
school  in  Albion,  Mich.,  stands  the 
Delta  Tau  Delta  fraternity  house. 

In  front  of  this  building  stands  a 
marker  erected  by  the  Michigan  His¬ 
torical  Commission  that  reads: 

“The  Old  Rugged  Cross,  one  of 
the  world’s  best-loved  hymns,  was 
composed  here  in  1912  by  the  Rev. 
George  Bennard  (1873-1958).’’ 


March  1980  at  the  hands  of  a  death 
squad  while  saying  Mass  for  a  group 
of  nuns  in  a  hospital  chapel,  the 
champion  of  El  Salvador’s  poor 
church  is  still  dangerous. 

In  making  “Romero,”  Paulist 
Pictures  has  taken  an  artistic,  finan- 


dren  under  the  age  of  accountability 
go  unto  the  Father  and  sit  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  throne  of  glory. 

Thank  you  for  your  words  of  en¬ 
couragement  and  the  opportunity 
for  me  to  share  my  faith  on  this 
very  painful  issue. 

I’m  convinced  we  are  right  be¬ 
cause  the  Word  says  it  is  so. 

Respectfully, 

Jonetta 

Dear  Jonetta: 

Thank  YOU  for  sharing  your  faith 
from  out  of  the  same  experience 
Cindy  is  facing. 


Bennard  began  writing  the  hymn 
in  the  fall  of  1912  while  engaged  in 
revival  meetings  in  Michigan  and 
New  York  state. 

Some  revisions  or  additions  may 
have  been  made  at  Sturgeon  Bay, 
Mich.,  for  the  Friends  Church  there 
claims  that  the  song  was  completed 
during  a  revival  between  Dec.  29, 
1912,  and  Jan.  12,  1913,  and  was 
sung  there  for  the  first  time. 

The  son  of  a  coal  miner,  Bennard 
was  born  in  Youngstown,  Ohio.  He 
began  working  in  the  mines  at  age 
15  to  support  his  widowed  mother 
and  her  six  children. 

He  became  a  Christian  during  a 
Salvation  Army  meeting;  later,  he 
and  his  wife  became  ardent  Salva¬ 
tion  Army  workers. 

After  several  years,  he  left  the  Sal¬ 
vation  Army  to  become  an  indepen¬ 
dent  evangelist,  later  joining  the 
Methodist  Church.  In  the  northern 


cial  and  political  risk  to  be  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  its  first  major  big-screen 
production. 

The  movie  does  more  justice  to 
Archbishop  Romero  than  was  done 
to  him  in  real  life. 

“Romero,”  starring  Raul  Julia  as 


/  am  sure  she  will  be  strengthened 
knowing  others  have  come  through  it 
also.  And  she  will  find  comfort  in 
your  assurance. 

It  is  always  a  joy  for  me  to  help 
readers  respond  to  the  needs  of  oth¬ 
ers  through  this  column. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  " Dear 
Deborah ,  PERSONAL/’  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


states  of  the  Midwest  and  in  Cana¬ 
da,  he  served  as  a  Methodist  evan¬ 
gelist. 

The  frequent  use  of  the  hymn  by 
Homer  Rodeheaver  in  his  crusades 
with  Billy  Sunday  largely  accounted 
for  its  phenomenal  popularity. 

Though  Bennard  wrote  more  than 
300  hymns,  only  this  one  endured. 

In  his  later  years,  Bennard  experi¬ 
enced  some  frustration  because  he 
was  never  able  to  duplicate  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  one  song  that  he  wrote  in 
1912. 

He  died  in  1958  at  age  85,  his  last 
years  having  been  spent  in  Reed 
City,  Mich. 

In  1956,  the  Reed  City  Chamber 
of  Commerce  erected  a  12-foot-high 
wooden  cross  near  his  home  with  an 
inscription  honoring  him. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Of  The  Father’s  Love  Begotten ” 


the  heroic  Roman  Catholic  arch¬ 
bishop,  opens  in  most  major  cities 
this  week. 

It  was  scripted  by  John  Sacret 
Young,  the  executive  producer  and 
writer  of  ABC-TV’s  successful 
“China  Beach”  and  is  the  American 
directorial  debut  of  Australian  John 
Duigan. 

Pioneering  effort 

“Romero”  is  most  probably  the 
first  time  a  Catholic  production 
company  has  financed,  made  and 
released  a  major  commercial  film, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Ellwood  Kie- 
ser,  president  of  Paulist  Pictures 
and  the  movie's  producer. 

Filmed  in  Mexico,  the  $3.4  mil¬ 
lion  production  received  $200,000 
backing  from  the  bishops,  $238,000 
from  the  Catholic  Communication 
Campaign,  $100,000  from  the  Paul¬ 
ist  order  and  $50,000  from  the 
USCC’s  Latin  America  office. 

The  film’s  artistic  highlight  is  Mr. 
Julia’s  restrained  yet  luminous  por¬ 
trayal  of  Romero.  His  portrayal  of  a 
“mouse  of  a  man,”  in  Father  Kie- 
ser’s  words,  catches  fire  when  he  fi¬ 
nally  overcomes  his  reticence  and 
tells  the  head  of  the  Salvadoran 
government  to  his  face,  “You  are  a 
liar.” 

Not  a  perfect  movie 

Like  the  man  it  lionizes,  “Rome¬ 
ro”  is  not  a  perfect  movie.  Saintly 
figures  who  embody  a  prophetic 
message  will  not  guarantee  it  cheap 
grace  at  the  hands  of  the  critics  or 
the  movie-going  public. 

There  is  a  slow  start  with  some 
stilted  religious  dialogue,  necessary 
to  set  the  theological  scene  and  con¬ 
flict,  and  some  of  the  secondary  bad 
guys  tend  to  the  two-dimensional. 
As  the  movie  makes  clear,  Rome¬ 
ro’s  selection  as  bishop  displeased 
the  more  activist  clergy  but  initially 
delighted  those  more  traditional 
clerics  who  were  sympathetic  to  the 
right-wing,  repressive  status  quo. 
Both  sides  thought  Romero’s  eleva¬ 
tion  to  the  head  of  the  strife-ridden 
San  Salvador  archdiocese  would  be 
business  as  usual,  that  he  would  be 
a  caretaker  bishop,  much  as  many 
viewed  the  election  of  the  late  Pope 
John  XXIII  as  a  caretaker  pope. 

But  Romero  soon  turned  out  to 
be  someone  who  could  not  simply 
brush  the  debris  away  from  the 
steps  of  the  cathedral,  bury  the  bod¬ 
ies  with  a  blessing  and  ask  for  God’s 
will  to  be  done. 

For  Romero,  God’s  will  lay  else¬ 
where,  and  it  is  the  anguished  con¬ 
flict  of  seeking  and  embracing  this 
reality  the  movie  best  dramatizes. 

The  movie  follows  three  years, 
1977-1980,  in  Romero’s  transfor¬ 
mation  from  a  bookish  sideline  ob¬ 
server  into  a  passionate  defender  of 
the  poor. 

He  eventually  became  “the  voice 
of  the  voiceless,”  a  tireless  critic  of 
El  Salvador’s  military  dictatorship 
and  the  small  group  of  aristocratic 
rich  whose  interests  they  enforced 
with  ruthless  and  arbitrary  efficien¬ 
cy  through  death  squads. 

Romero  was  killed  by  a  death 
squad  called  ORDEN  (Spanish  for 
“order”),  which  has  been  consis¬ 
tently  linked  to  El  Salvador’s  right- 
wing  ARENA  political  party 
founded  by  former  intelligence  offi¬ 
cer,  Major  Roberto  D’Aubuisson. 

Romero’s  response  to  the  conflict 
within  the  Salvadoran  church,  in 
life  as  in  the  movie,  was:  “The  role 
of  the  church  is  to  identify  with  the 
poor.  In  doing  this  the  church  finds 
its  own  salvation.” 


“Romero, "the  first  theatrical  film  produced  by  Paulist  Pictures,  is  a  new  motion  picture  based  on  the 
dramatic  real-life  story  of  martyred  Salvadoran  Archbishop  Oscar  Romero.  Raul  Julia  portrays  Romero 
as  he  leads  Salvadoran  peasants  in  resisting  government  oppression. 


Dear  Deborah  - 

'My  heart  goes  out  to  Cindy' 


History  of  Hymns 

'The  Old  Rugged  Cross'  survives 
as  evangelist's  best-known  hymn 


United  Methodists  are  helping  U.S.  service  people  like  these  hear 
the  "music"  of  mail  call,  particularly  near  holiday  times. 


United  Methodists  help 
make  ' mail  call  music ' 


“Mail  call!” 

The  two  words  are  music  to  the 
ears  of  just  about  everyone  who 
wears  a  U.S.  military  uniform. 

And  United  Methodists  are  play¬ 
ing  a  part  in  making  that  music. 
They’re  participating  in  a  program 
that  tries  to  assure  that  members  of 
the  armed  services  receive  mail 
from  “home”  during  the  holiday 
seasons. 

Western  Hills  United  Methodist 
Church  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  ranked 
fourth  among  all  churches  in  the 
number  of  letters  sent  in  the  1988 
Christmas  mail  call. 

The  Rebecks  uirole  of  United 


Methodist  Women  at  St.  Luke's 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  was  among  the  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  1989  Valentine  mail  call. 

The  Saint  Robert,  Mo. -based  pro¬ 
gram — known  as  “Mail  Call” — 
sends  holiday  greetings  to  armed 
forces  units  in  more  than  40  states 
and  around  the  world. 

Lee  Spencer,  a  Mail  Call  official, 
said  that  individuals  or  groups 
wishing  to  take  part  in  the  program 
can  get  information  by  sending 
their  addresses  and  a  first-class 
postage  stamp  to  Mail  Call,  P.O. 
Box  988.  Saint  Robert,  Mo.  65583. 


Stewardship  'universities' 
seek  trained  laity,  clergy 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Two  Stewardship 
Universities,  developed  by  staff  of 
the  Section  on  Stewardship  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  are  scheduled  for  1990. 

A  new  concept  for  training  more 
effective  stewardship  leaders  in  lo¬ 
cal  congregations,  the  universities 
are  open  to  all  clergy  and  laity. 

Particularly  targeted  are  district 
and  conference  stewardshipjeaders, 
conference  treasurers,  district  su¬ 
perintendents;  lo^l  pastors,  and 
laypersons  w>tfT  stewardship  re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

The  Winter  ^Intensive  Steward- 


ship  University  is  scheduled  for 
Feb.  12-16  in  San  Diego,  Calif;  the 
Summer  Intensive,  for  July  23-27  in 
Lancaster,  Pa. 

Each  offers  a  six-hour  curriculum 
course — “Stewards  of  the  Mysteries 
of  God’’ — and  a  choice  of  two  addi¬ 
tional  six-hour  courses. 

Choices  may  be  made  from  sub¬ 
jects  including  tithing,  gifts  discov¬ 
ery,  wills  and  estate  planning, 
program  planning  and  financial 
commitment  in  the  church,  preach¬ 
ing  Christian  stewardship,  planning 
for  stewardship  education,  taxes  > 
and  clergy,  environmental  steward-'1 
ship,  and  an  overview  of  steward¬ 
ship  resources. 


'Catch  the  Spirit ' 
nears  century  mark 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Exchanges  be¬ 
tween  United  Methodist  teen¬ 
agers  and  youth  in  China  just 
before  the  Tiananmen  Square  pro¬ 
test  will  be  the  focus  of  a  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  special  this  fall. 

The  1989-90  season,  beginning 
the  first  week  of  October,  will  in¬ 
clude  the  100th  show  of  United 
Methodist  Communication’s  na¬ 
tional  television  program. 

“Completion  of  100  original 
Catch  the  Spirit  programs  is  no 
small  miracle,”  said  Roger  Bur¬ 
gess,  the  agency’s  general  secre¬ 
tary.  “With  limited  resources, 
Catch  the  Spirit  has  shared  hun¬ 
dreds  of  faith  stories  describing 
United  Methodists  in  action.” 

The  100th  show,  for  example, 
will  feature  segments  on  United 
Methodists  in  a  San  Antonio 
youth  orchestra  which  toured  Eu¬ 
rope  this  summer;  United  Meth¬ 
odists  participating  in  a  camp  for 
People  With  AIDS  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia;  and  Wesley  Pippert,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  and  UPI  reporter, 
discussing  his  new  book,  “An 
Ethics  of  News:  A  Reporter’s 
Search  for  T ruth.” 

Other  features  during  the  fall 
schedule  include  a  look  at  how 
church  members  in  Valdez,  Alas¬ 
ka,  were  affected  by  the  Exxon 
oil  spill  and  a  special  program  on 
dealing  with  racism  and  coopera¬ 
tion  between  black  and  white 
congregations. 

The  China  special  follows  28 
United  Methodist  teenagers  from 
the  Northeast  Jurisdiction  as 
they  travel  to  seven  different  cit¬ 
ies  in  that  country,  meeting  with 
young  people  and  members  of 
the  Christian  Church  in  China. 

“What  they  really  wanted  to 
do  was  talk,”  the  Rev.  Kathleen 
LaCamera,  associate  producer, 
said  about  the  experience. 

“The  young  people  were  in¬ 
credibly  eager  to  talk  to  each  oth¬ 
er  about  their  lives.” 

“Now  that  things  have  changed 
in  China,  the  whole  trip  has  even 


"With  limited 
resources,  Catch  the 
Spirit  has  shared 
hundreds  of  faith  stories 
describing  United 
Methodists  in  action." 

— Roger  L.  Burgess 

more  of  a  special  meaning,”  she 
added.  “An  unexpected  part  of  the 
show  will  be  reflection  on  that  trip 
in  light  of  what  happened.” 

The  first  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
production  was  a  60-minute 
Christmas  program,  which  aired 
on  CBN  in  1985,  followed  with 
airing  on  numerous  PBS  stations. 

The  30-minute  weekly  version 
of  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  using  a  tele- 
vision-magazine  format,  has  been 
on  the  air  since  January,  1 986. 

“Those  stories  of  mission, 
evangelism  and  social  concern 
remain  an  invaluable,  continuing 
resource  for  teaching  and  inspi¬ 
ration  in  the  local  church,”  Dr. 
Burgess  said. 

“We’re  not  just  getting  stories 
of  what  they  do,  but  why  they  do 
it — the  spiritual  base,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  commitment,”  added 
William  R.  Richards,  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  marketing  director. 

More  than  700  segments  have 
been  produced. 

The  1989-90  format  remains 
essentially  the  same,  although 
changes  in  the  set  and  produc¬ 
tion  of  segments  have  been  made 
as  a  result  of  focus  group  consul¬ 
tation. 

In  addition  to  feature  seg¬ 
ments,  the  program  includes 
“Moment  of  Faith,”  meditations 
by  ministers;  “Short  Takes,” 
news  reports  and  short  features; 
“Commentary”  by  the  Rev.  Ken 
Briggs;  and  “Worth  Consider¬ 
ing,”  and  “Arts  Reviews”  by  Ms. 
LaCamera. 

Hilly  Hicks  and  Anisa  Mehdi 
return  as  co-hosts. 
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Front  the  President 

Centenary's  Time  Is  Now 

By  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb,  President  of  the  College 

Ecclesiastes  affirms,  "For  everything  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  for 
every  matter  under  heaven." 

And  specifically,  "There  is  a  time  ...to  build!" 

For  Centenary,  that  time  is  now.  We  have  begun  a  major  effort  to  lift  the 


Around  Campus 


MINISTERIAL  FELLOWS:  The  Rev.  Don  McDowell,  former  Director  of  Church 
Relations  at  Centenary,  and  the  Rev.  Eddie  Morgan,  a  1956  Centenary 
graduate,  have  been  selected  for  Ministerial  Fellowships  at  Centenary  for  the 
1989-90  academic  year. 

The  Rev.  McDowell,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  will  focus 
on  studies  in  sociology  and  psychology  seeking  connecting  links  to  theology.  The 
topic  he  will  pursue  in  his  Fellowship  is  "Transforming  the  Local  Church." 

The  Rev.  Morgan,  whose  charges  are  Welsh  United  Methodist  Church,  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Jennings,  and  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  will 
research  processes . . .  with  a  purpose  of  "listening  so  people  will  talk  and  preach¬ 
ing  so  people  will  hear." 

Ministerial  Fellows  live  on  campus  for  one  full  week  to  research  a  topic  of 
interest.  Members  of  the  Centenary  faculty  serve  as  advisors  and  resources. 

For  more  information  on  the  program,  please  contact  Dick  Anders,  Director  of 
Church  Relations,  869-5108. 


PREVIEW  DAYS:  Centenary  Preview  days  are  scheduled  for  November  12  and 
1 3,  and  December  3  and  4.  These  events  are  designed  to  allow  high 
school  juniors  and  seniors  the  opportunity  to  experience  first-hand  what  makes 
Centenary  College  special.  Visitors  will  learn  why  Centenary  has  excelled  in  quality 
education  for  over  160  years.  These  days  are  created  to  expose  students  to  both 
the  academic  and  social  life  at  Centenary.  Participants  will  attend  classes,  meet 
with  faculty  members,  have  students-led  campus  tours,  and  attend  sessions  con¬ 
cerning  admissions,  financial  aid,  and  career  counseling.  A  $10  fee  will  cover  all 
meals.  If  you  are  at  all  interested  in  coming,  call  the  Admissions  Office  at 
3 1 8-869-5 131  for  more  details. 


BOOK  BAZAAR:  Thousands  of  used  and  new  books  will  be  for  sale  at  bargain 
prices  at  the  third  annual  Friends  of  Centenary  Book  Bazaar. 

The  "Biggest  Book  Sale  Ever"  will  be  held  Friday  and  Saturday,  Sept.  22-23, 
from  9  a  m.  until  6  p.m.  in  Shreveport’s  Mall  St.  Vincent. 

For  sale  will  be  hardbacks  and  paperbacks  in  all  categories  including  sports, 
health,  travel,  science  fiction,  cooking,  biography,  reference,  mystery,  hobbies,  reli¬ 
gion,  children's  and  more.  A  Treasure  Chest  will  include  new  books,  first  editions, 
collectors'  items,  and  other  listed  books. 

The  event  is  sponsored  by  The  Centenary  Muses,  a  group  of  professional 
women,  alumnae  and  non-alumnae,  who  voluntarily  raise  money  for  Centenary 
College. 

Proceeds  from  the  first  two  sales  have  been  used  for  improvements  and 
renovations  in  the  Student  Union  Building;  to  purchase  new  audio-visual  eqiup- 
ment  and  the  new  Oxford  English  Dictionary  for  the  library;  and  for  improvements 
in  James  Dorm  Lobby,  the  South  Cafeteria,  and  the  Audubon  Room. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Janie  Flournoy  72,  director  of  public 
relations,  318-869-5103. 


Centenary  School  Of  Church  Careers 

Fifteen  Years  Old  and  Growing 

The  Centenary  College  School  of  Church 
Careers,  celebrating  its  1 5th  anniversary 
this  year,  is  a  program  of  national  repute 
for  uniqueness  in  its  aproach  to  preparing  men 


College  to  an  entirely  new  level  of 
quality  and  service  -  which  will  change 
its  history,  in  our  time. 

How  it  happened,  was  this:  over  a 
period  of  two  years,  each  month  I 
would  gather  some  of  the  College's 
best  minds,  to  grapple  the  question, 
"What  would  Centenary  look  like,  at  its 
best?" 

And  gradually,  we  assembled  a 
Master  Plan,  setting  forth  what  build¬ 
ings,  what  modernizations,  what  pro¬ 
grams  and  personnel  it  would  take,  to 
make  the  College  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  South. 

But,  you  ask,  'In  such  an  adverse 
economy?" 

Well,  in  the  life  cycle  of  organiza¬ 
tions,  there  comes,  once  in  a  while,  a 
"window"  through  which  one  suddenly 
can  see  a  new  vision:  it  is  an  opportu¬ 
nity  through  which  one  can  really  make 
a  quantum  move  forward. 

Usually,  a  number  of  factors  must 
converge  to  make  such  a  "window" 
possible: 

•  the  life  and  health  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  must  be  viable; 


Over  the  years  1  have  known  many 
great  dreamers  men  and  women  of 
vision,  people  who  have  an  innate 
sense  of  looking  into  the  future  and 
fleshing  out  the  possible.  Even  more 
admirable  are  those  visionaries  who 
have  the  foresight  and  courage  -  mostly 
courage  -  to  go  after  their  dreams  and 
visions! 

Many  of  us,  however,  relate  more 
to  the  vanguards  .  .  the  front  line  troops 
who  are  the  expediters,  the  planners, 
the  "follow-through"  people. 

It  may  seem  that  Visionaries  and  Van¬ 
guards  as  a  title  may  be  a  little  over- 
baked  .  why  not  simply  "The  Dream¬ 
ers  and  the  Doers?"  That’s  nice  and 
clean,  easily  understood  and  doesn't 
require  the  assistance  of  Webster.  It  is, 
however,  too  simplistic  in  that  it  tends 
to  separate  rather  than  correlate.  The 
visionaries  and  vanguards  of  this  world 
are  most  often  colleagues  and  team¬ 
mates  who  complement  each  other 
with  their  respective  drives  and 
ambitions. 

Numbered  among -the  visionaries 
I’ve  known  are  a  prominent  Methodist 
minister,  a  Methodist  minister  of  Christ¬ 
ian  education,  and  more  recently  a  col¬ 
lege  president.  I've  always  wondered 
what  makes  these  people  tick.  How  do 
they  reach  out  and  grab  their  dreams . . . 
what  causes  them  to  germinate  and 
grow?  I  am  convinced  that  in  many  situ¬ 
ations  these  visionaries  are  led  by  a 
deep  faith  and  strong  commitment  to 
make  things  better,  particularly  in  their 
immediate  environment.  Perhaps  they 
are  missionaries . .  because  their 
dreams  lead  them  on  missions.  I'm  not 
really  sure,  but  as  I  grow  older  I  have  an 
even  keener  admiration  and  respect  for 
the  visionaries  Someone  once  said, 
"Faith  is  the  daring  of  the  soul  to  go 
farther  than  it  can  see "  Maybe  that's 
part  of  the  answer. 

Then  there  are  the  pragmatists . . . 
those  of  us  who  rely  heavily  on  our 
senses . .  to  see,  and  to  touch  and  to 
have  a  plan  . . .  even  a  Plan  B  if  possible. 

I  suggest  that  we  are  vanguards ...  not 
without  the  capability  to  dream  and 
have  visions  of  our  own  . . .  but  our  long 


•  the  staff  of  the  organization  must 
be  unusually  competent; 

•  the  constituencies  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  must  be  supportive; 

•  the  internal  dynamics  must  be 
clear,  cohesive,  and  constructive. 
Well,  these  factors  have  converged 

at  Centenary,  in  our  time!  As  rarely 
before  in  her  experience,  and  likely  not 
in  the  foreseeable  future,  Centenary 
has  now,  in  her  life,  in  her  structure,  in 
her  people,  in  her  supporters,  that 
unique  combination  of  capable,  pro¬ 
ductive,  committed  persons  and 
abilities. 

In  history,  such  a  "window"  opens, 
but  it  does  not  remain  open.  That's 
what  Ecclesiastes  means  by,  "There  is 
...  a  time!"  One  time!  Used  or  unused, 
it  closes;  and  untold  years  may  pass 
before  circumstances  again  converge  to 
allow  another. 

So:  this  College  is  already  one  of 
the  better  small  liberal-arts  colleges;  it 
is  not  yet  the  best;  it  is  not  yet  in  the 
highest  echelon  of  those  prestigious 
schools  whose  names  you  immediately 
recognize.  We  are  near;  we  are  just 


suit  is  to  work  along-side  the  dreamers 
. . .  and  to  add  flesh  and  bone  to  the 
dreams . . .  and  together  turn  them  into 
realities.  It  goes  without  saying  that  I've 
known  some  visionaries  who  were  also 
"movers  'n  shakers." 

In  1975  Dr.  D.L.  Dykes  and  the 
Rev.  David  Stone  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  invited 
me  to  join  the  staff  of  the  newly  formed 
School  of  Church  Careers  at  Centenary. 

I  still  have  my  first  "contract"  written  by 
D.L  on  the  yellow  paper  on  which  he 
writes  his  sermons  and  Sunday  School 
lessons.  In  just  a  few  days  I  became 
aware  that  I  was  in  the  middle  of  a 
vision  coming  true.  A  timely  vision  for 
Centenary  College . . .  and  a  new  con¬ 
cept  for  preparing  young  people  for 
service  in  the  church. 

Now,  1 4  years  later,  I'm  swept  up 
in  another  vision.  Dr.  Donald  Webb, 
President  of  Centenary  College,  and  our 
Board  of  Trustees  have  launched  a 
bold  and  ambitious  dream  for  Centen¬ 
ary.  They,  along  with  the  faculty/staff, 
Methodist  friends  all  over  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  alumni,  and  business  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  Shreveport/Bossier  commu¬ 
nity  are  responding  as  the  vanguards.  A 
vision  is  becoming  a  reality. 

As  in  1st  Corinthians  13:12, 1 
believe  that  visions  don't  always  come 
"in  a  flash."  Those  that  I  have  been 
associated  with  over  the  years  have 
often  come  in  bits  n  pieces. 

For  the  visionaries,  especially  for 
those  of  deep  Christian  faith,  the  reflec¬ 
tion  probably  persists,  and  then  the 
glass  becomes  clearer ...  the  vision 
takes  form  . .  .and  perhaps  in  the  mind 
of  the  dreamer  it  seems  it  came  as  an 
instant  revelation.  I  like  to  think  it  was 
in  the  glass  all  along .  .  waiting  for  the 
dreamer  to  focus . . .  and  to  respond. 

Be  thou  my  Vision,  O  lord  of  my  heart, 

Naught  be  all  else  to  me,  save  that  thou  art 
Thou  my  best  thought,  by  day  or  by  night, 
Wafting  or  sleeping,  thy  presence  my  light." 

Keep  Centenary  College  in  your 
most  sincere  thoughts  and  prayers ...  as 
we  turn  a  vision  into  reality. 


under;  we  are  almost. 

But  for  Centenary,  "almost"  is  not 
an  option:  mediocrity  would  be  failure. 

The  question  for  the  College  is  her 
destiny.  Will  she  realize  her  finest 
potential?  Will  she  fulfill  the  mission  to 
which  God. calls  her?  Will  she  be  the 
strong  academic  arm  of  Louisiana 
Methodism  she  was  meant  to  be  -  will 
she  reach,  or  miss,  her  destiny? 

And,  to  be  sure,  all  of  us  are  well 
aware  of  the  awful  economy.  Indeed, 
this  administration  has,  once  again,  fro¬ 
zen  operating  budgets,  to  hold  down 
the  relentless  rise  of  expense,  to  con¬ 
serve  precious  resources. 

We  are  aware,  too,  that  in  this 
economy,  you  must  also  re-order  your 
priorities,  as  you  decide  where  to  share 
your  life’s  gifts.  We  know  there  are 
many  worthy  causes  to  which  your 
hard-earned  funds  might  give  suste¬ 
nance.  We  seek  neither  a  rescuer,  nor  a 
r/ursemaid,  but  partners. 

Therefore,  we  will  be  asking  you  to 
place  your  support  of  Centenary,  during 
these  next  three  years,  somewhere 
near  the  head  of  your  list  of  worthy 
gifts.  To  achieve  her  destiny  of  great¬ 
ness,  Centenary's  effort  has  already  ; 
been  launched  munificently  by  her 
trustees,  and  her  faculty;  and  she  will 
call  upon  the  Shreveport/Bossier  citi¬ 
zens,  and  her  alumni.  But  she  also  asks 
you,  her  alma  mater,  the  church,  the 
help  her,  enable  her,  to  make  her  mark 
on  history:  to  change  this  world  for 
good  by  preparing  today  the  movers 
and  shakers  of  tomorrow,  the  leaders, 
the  ministers. 

Because  Centenary,  at  this  very 
moment,  has  that  remarkable  con¬ 
vergence  of  quality  and  dynamism  in 
her  life,  her  people,  her  programs,  her 
potential.  There  is  a  time  to  build!!  And 
not  only  is  this  the  time  God  gave  us, 
but  (perhaps  because  of  that! )  this  is 


Centenary  College  President  Donald  A.  W ebb: " This 
is  the  time  to  join  together  and  'Fulfill  the  Vision'." 


precisely  the  time  for  Louisiana 
Methodists  who  value  Christ-centered 
education,  to  join  together  and  "Fulfill 
the  Vision." 

For  the  College  at  large,  the  effort 
will  enhance  the  dormitories  and  stu¬ 
dent  facilities,  modernize  the  science 
building,  undergird  faculty  develop¬ 
ment,  improve  library  holdings,  build  a 
music  library  and  an  archives  building. 

Of  the  Church,  we  are  asking  that 
individuals,  church  school  classes, 
men's  and  women's  groups,  help 
upbuild  those  aspects  of  the  College 
which  especially  serve  you,  namely: 

(a)  to  improve  the  Church  Careers 
Program,  which  provides  ministers  and 
lay  professionals, 

(b)  to  provide  a  Methodist  Arc¬ 
hives  wing  for  the  already-planned  new 
Archives  Building, 

(c)  to  upgrade  Scholarships  for 
Methodist  young  people  who  seek  this 
quality,  value-centered  education  in 
the  finest  Judeo-Christian  tradition. 

Now  is  the  time  to  effect  this  trans¬ 
formation,  to  fulfill  the  vision:  please 
help  us? 


and  women,  lay  and  clergy,  for  posi¬ 
tions  of  leadership  in  the  church. 

Graduates  of  Centenary  College 
who  have  received  the  endorsement  of 
the  School  of  Church  Careers  are  in 
positions  of  leadership  in  congrega¬ 
tions,  denominations,  and  agencies  of 
service  throughout  the  United  States. 
The  demand  for  graduates  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  often  greater  than  the  number 
of  persons  available  for  employment 
upon  successful  completion  of  the 
Church  Careers  curriculum. 

With  a  firm  belief  that  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  ministry  belong  to  all 
believers  and  that  there  are  particular 
tasks  that  demand  particularly  trained 
professionals,  the  School  of  Church 
Careers  is  committeed  to  excellence  in 
preparing  professionals,  both  lay  and 
clergy,  to  serve  in  a  number  of  areas  of 
concentration.  There  are  "tracks"  of 
intensive  training  in  the  areas  of  Youth 
Ministry,  Sacred  Music,  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion,  Church  Administration,  Leisure 
Ministries,  as  well  as  areas  of  intensive 
preparation  for  those  going  beyond  the 
baccaluareate  degree  to  seminary  or 
other  graduate  schools. 

Those  who  receive  the  endorse¬ 


ment  of  the  School  of  Church  Careers 
have  shown  themselves  far  above 
average  in  capability  and  commitment 
by  completing  a  strenuous  degree 
program  in  one  of  the  most  excellent 
liberal  arts  colleges  in  the  country. 
Beyond  the  basic  Centenary  degree, 
however,  Church  Careers  students  have 
completed  several  levels  of  intensive 
work  toward  endorsement  which  sets 
them  apart  in  training,  proficiency,  and 
dedication  to  the  ideal  of  a  new  strata 
of  leadership  for  a  revitalized  church. 

Under  the  leadership  of  its  new 
Director,  Dale  Hensarling,  and  its 
Associate  Director,  Wilson  Brent,  with 
the  combined  effort  of  the  faculty  of  the 
Department  of  Religion,  the  Centenary 
School  of  Church  Careers  is  in  one  of 
the  most  exciting  periods  of  its  history. 
For  those  persons  considering  a 
response  to  the  church's  crying  need 
for  well-trained  professional  leadership, 
there  is  no  better  place  to  begin 
training  than  in  the  Centenary  College 
School  of  Church  Careers. 

For  information,  write  CSCC, 
Centenary  College,  P.O.  Box  41 188, 
Shreveport,  LA  7 1 1 34- 1 1 88,  or  call 
318-869-5156. 


| anelle  G.  McCammon  of  Lafayette  presents  a  Special  Mission  Recognition  pin  to  Dick  Anders,  Director  of 
Church  Relations  at  Centenary,  for  his  outstanding  service  to  the  United  Methodist  Women  and  the  Church. 
The  award,  made  at  Annual  Conference,  also  includes  a  $  1 00  gift  to  missions  in  Dick's  honor. 


Bishops  Honor  Roll  of 
Churches  With  Scholarships 


Amite 

Noel 

First,  Bastrop 

Oak  Grove 

First,  Bossier 

Palestine 

Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 

First,  Pineville 

Broadmoor,  Shreveport 

First,  Ponchatoula 

Caldwell  Parish 

Rayne 

Davidson  Memorial 

First,  Shreveport 

Faith 

First,  Slidell 

First,  Lake  Charles 

St.  Joseph 

Lakeview,  Shreveport 

St.  Paul's,  Monroe 

Lisbon 

Trinity,  Ruston 

Mansfield  -  Grand  Cane 

Vivian 

First,  Minden 

West  Lake 

Visionaries  and  Vanguards 

By  Dick  Anders,  Director  of  Church  Relations 

ur  or  now  we  see  through  a  glass,  darkly,  but 
rH  then  face  to  face;  now  I  know  in  part;  but 
JL  then  shall  1  know  even  as  also  I  am  known.'' 

1st  Corinthians  13:12 
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Becoming  Like 
the  Best  Christian 
You  Ever  Knew 


Editor's  Note:  For  the  next  few  issues  Bishop  Oden  has  invited  vari¬ 
ous  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  which  is  usually  reserved 
for  the  Bishop. 

Who  are  the  best  Christians  you  ever  knew?  Most  of  us  can  name 
one  or  more  such  models  for  Christian  living.  We  want  to  be  more  like 
these  attractive  examples  of  Christ-likeness,  but  it’s  not  easy.  We  need 
all  the  help  we  can  get  to  become  mature  Christians. 

Churches  can  be  more  helpful  to  their  members  when  they  set  goals 
to  help  them  become  mature  Christians.  To  do  so,  leaders  should  de¬ 
scribe  a  “finished  product”  —  spell  out  their  picture  of  a  mature  Chris¬ 
tian.  Read  again  John  Wesley’s  “The  Character  of  a  Methodist”  for  a 
classic  description. 

With  our  description  of  a  mature  Christian  before  us  we  may  ask, 
“What  experiences  will  cooperate  with  God’s  plan  to  make  us  such  ma¬ 
ture  Christians?”  Can’t  you  imagine  prayer  ministries,  Bible  studies 
and  groups  to  help  one  another  become  more  accountable  for  our  disci- 
pleship? 

The  Wesleys  believed  God  could  bring  any  Christian  to  fullness  of 
faith.  Church  who  do  not  so  believe,  and  do  not  plan  to  help  Christians 
mature,  may  produce  more  immature  Christians.  We  will  produce  more 
mature  Christians  when  we  plan  our  church  programs  to  cooperate 
with  God’s  plan  to  lead  all  believers  to  mature  faith  in  Christ. 

L.  Ray  Branton 
Shreveport  District 
Superintendent 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


A  special  thank  you  goes  to  those 
who  helped  repaint  the  Latchkey 
area  (gym  foyer)  at  Noel  UMC  in 
Shreveport.  Their  work  and  tireless 
energy  is  very  much  appreciated. 
Recognition  goes  to  Mark  .Denham, 
Tammy  and  Barry  LaGrone,  John 
and  Diane  Broadwell,  Martha 
Guess,  and  Arleen  Hague.  Dr. 
Charles  B.  Simmons  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

Ruth  Ann  Galatas,  daughter  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Galatas  of  First 
UMC,  Coushatta,  recently  received 
the  Doctor  of  Musical  Arts  degree 
from  the  University  of  Miami.  She 
is  a  graduate  of  Zachary  High 
School,  Louisiana  Tech,  and  the 
University  of  Florida,  majoring  in 
music.  The  University  of  Miami  is 
the  most  comprehensive  teaching 
and  research  university  in  the 
southeast  with  8,500  students  pur¬ 
suing  130  areas  of  undergraduate 
study.  Additionally,  175  areas  of 
graduate  study  attract  5,000  mas¬ 
ters,  doctoral,  and  post-doctoral 
students. 

*  *  * 

John  Sanford  and  Robert  John¬ 
son  will  be  the  main  speakers  in  a 
Journey  into  Wholeness  Conference 
which  will  take  place  at  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah,  September  17-22  in  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Arkansas.  The  Junigan 
event  will  also  feature  a  pre-confer¬ 
ence  seminar  on  September  15-17 
for  those  persons  new  to  the  psy¬ 
chology  of  Carl  Jung  or  who  desire 
a  refresher  course.  The  main  event 
has  scheduled  various  workshops 
including  “Working  with  a  Dream" 
and  “Your  Prevailing  Archetype.” 
Journey  into  Wholeness  provides  a 
bridge  between  Christianity  and  the 
psychology. 

•  *  * 

The  late  Dr.  Carl  T.  Wethers  was 
inducted  into  McKinley  Senior 
High  School’s  Hall  of  Fame  during 
a  recent  All-Sports  Banquet  held  at 
Southern  University  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Dr.  Wethers  was  the  first 


August  20  Asbury  UMC  in 
Natchitoches  celebrated  its  123rd 
anniversary.  On  this  occasion  the 
church  was  recognized  as  the  oldest 
Methodist  congregation  in  Natchi¬ 
toches.  Guest  speaker  for  the  event 
was  Rev.  William  Spottsville,  Pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Gaines  Chapel  A.M.E. 
Church.  Former  members,  friends, 
and  interested  persons  were  invited 
to  share  in  the  celebration.  The  spe¬ 
cial  service  took  place  at  the  corner 
of  Fifth  and  St.  Dennis  Street  which 
is  the  same  site  for  the  first  Method¬ 
ist  church  built  in  Natchitoches. 
Rev.  James  A.  Graham  is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

Lake  Vista  UMC  in  New  Orleans 
sends  a  special  thank  you  to  all  per¬ 
sons  who  helped  make  its  Flea  Mar¬ 
ket  a  great  success.  All  of  the  hard 
work  paid  off.  Deepest  appreciation 
goes  to  all  who  marked  items,  set  up 
and  cleaned  up.  Approximately  92 
families  were  involved  with  the 
work.  Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

August  5,  Metairie  UMC  hosted 
the  New  Orleans/Slidell  District 
Mini-School  of  Missions.  The  lead¬ 
ers  were:  Rev.  S.  Kemper  Smith, 
Psalms;  Ms.  Ella  Mae  Doyle,  Islam; 
Ms.  Gloria  Phillips,  Philippines. 
There  were  approximately  50  in  at¬ 
tendance.  This  was  very  special  be¬ 
cause  it  was  the  last  Mini-School  in 
this  district  due  to  the  realignment 
of  the  districts.  The  UMW  were  the 
hostess  for  this  special  event.  Rev. 
S.  Kemper  Smith  is  pastor. 


Duplication  in  Special  Sunday  Offerings 

By  now  you  have  noticed  that  we  have  two  special  offerings  set 
aside  on  the  same  Sunday,  Sept.  17.  One  is  for  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board  of  our  Conference  and  the  other  is  a  special  offering 
called  for  by  the  Bishops  of  our  church  for  Mozambique. 

This  duplication  arose  after  Annual  Conference,  for  at  that  time 
you  remember,  we  set  the  dates  for  all  special  offerings.  The  one  for 
Mozambique  was  called  for  by  the  Bishops  and  they  set  the  date  of 
Sept.  1 7.  Ironically  no  one  in  our  Conference  noticed  this  conflict  un¬ 
til  recently,  so  I  am  writing  you  to  call  this  matter  to  you  attention 
and  asking  you  to  handle  the  taking  of  these  two  offerings  in  the  best 
way  you  see  fit  for  you  congregation. 

Both  of  the  causes  are  certainly  worth  while.  With  out  a  doubt  we 
need  to  support  our  retired  ministers  homes,  and  this  issued  for  all 
United  Methodist  for  Mozambique  is  a  one-time  sacrificial  offering 
that  you  will  want  you  people  to  participate  in. 

Observe  these  dates  in  the  best  way  that  you  see  fit,  and  by  all 
means  lift  up  the  importance  of  them  to  the  people  of  your  church. 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 

_ _ _  Conference  Secretary 


'Adventure  of  Living  Prayer'  Available  to  Churches 


The  “Adventure  of  Living 
Prayer,”  an  eight-hour  prayer  em¬ 
phasis  for  the  local  congregation  of¬ 
fered  by  The  Upper  Room,  has 
been  revised  to  give  increased  at¬ 
tention  to  the  contemplative 
lifestyle. 

A  proven  program  of  The  Upper 
Room,  begun  over  ten  years  ago, 
the  “Adventure  of  Living  Prayer” 
offers  individuals  inspiration  and 
motivation  for  improving  their 
prayer  lives.  The  revised  program 
includes  new  materials  and  an  up¬ 
dated  leader’s  manual. 


The  “Adventure  of  Living 
Prayer”  may  take  place  in  a  church 
building  or  in  a  retreat  setting.  The 
typical  schedule  begins  on  Friday 
evening  with  a  fellowship  supper 
and  ends  Saturday  afternoon;  how¬ 
ever;  other  scheduling  options  are 
available. 

The  initial  session  introduces  two 
principles  that  are  fundamental  to 
the  event:  ( 1 )  God  is  good;  (2)  Com¬ 
munication  with  God  is  possible. 
The  following  sessions  focus  on  the 
importance  of  naming  God  and  of 


naming  ourselves  in  relation  to 
God.  ^ 

Other  features  of  the  “Adven¬ 
ture"  include  small-group  experi¬ 
ences,  time  alone  for  prayer,  group 
singing,  and  a  review  of  resources. 
Participants  are  encouraged  to  de¬ 
termine  “next  steps”  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  their  prayer  lives,  and 
they  are  encouraged  to  continue 
meeting  in  the  groups  formed  dur¬ 
ing  the  event. 

The  registration  fee  for  the  “Ad¬ 
venture  of  Living  Prayer”  is  $15.00 
per  person  (with  a  minimum  regis¬ 


tration  of  20  persons),  which  is  used 
to  defray  the  costs  of  travel  and 
honorarium  for  the  leader.  Each 
church  also  bears  the  cost  of  meals 
and  materials. 

All  leaders  for  the  “Adventure  of 
Living  Prayer”  have  been  trained 
and  certified  by  The  Upper  Room. 

To  schedule  the  “Adventure  of 
Living  Prayer”  or  to  learn  more 
about  the  program,  contact  Rev. 
Eugene  Blair,  The  Upper  Room, 
P.O.  Box  189,  Nashville,  TN 
37202;  telephone:  615-340-7230. 


Bishop  Oden  to  Deliver  Sermon 


Westlake  UMC  to  Celebrate  50th  Anniversary 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  will  de¬ 
liver  the  sermon  during  the  10:50 
a.m.  worship  service  for  Westlake 
United  Methodist  Church  Sunday, 
September  17.  Bishop  Oden  joins 


the  congregation  in  celebrating  the 
church's  50th  anniversary. 

Also  participating  in  the  service 
will  be  Lake  Charles  District  Super¬ 
intendent  Dr.  Woody  Smith,  Rev. 


football  coach  of  McKinley  and  also 
served  as  a  chemistry  teacher.  From 
high  school  Dr.  Wethers  then  went 
to  New  Orleans  University  (Dillard 
University)  where  he  played  fc*>t- 
ball.  He  was  a  former  pastor  of 
Camphor  Memorial  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  also  served  as  District 
Superintendent.  He  served  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  for  fifty  years. 


Caravan  for  Learning  Schedule 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

September  17  3-5  p.m. 

Bethany  UMC 

6:30-8:30  p.m. 

Gretna  UMC 

September  18  1 0  a.m.- 1 2  p.m. 

First  UMC,  New  Orleans 

(Pastors) 

2-4  p.m. 

Munholland  UMC 

7-9  p.m. 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

September  19  7-9  p.m. 

Amite  UMC 

September  20  1-3  p.m. 

St.  Timothy  UMC 

7-9  p.m. 

First  UMC,  Slidell 

September  2 1  7-9  p.m. 

First  UMC,  Denham  Springs 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

September  24  2-4:30  p.m. 

F  aith  UMC,  West  Monroe 

6-8  p.m. 

Si.  Mark’s  UMC,  Monroe 

September  25  7-9  p.m. 

Lake  Providence  UMC 

September  26  7-9  p.m. 

First  UMC,  Monroe 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

October  1  1:30-4:30  p.m. 

Olla  UMC 

6-9  p.m. 

First  UMC,  Natchitoches 

October  2  6-9  p.m. 

Jena  UMC 

October  3  9:30  a.m- 12  p.m.  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  (Pastors) 

6-9  p.m. 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

October  8-10 

SHREV  EPORT  DISTRICT 

October  16-18 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

October  22-24 

All  workshops,  except  those  noted  “for  pastors”  are  open  to  all 

teachers.  There  will  be  classes  for  teachers  of  children,  youth  and 

adults.  Select  the  location  and  time  best  for  you. 

Larry  D.  O’Dell,  pastor,  and  former 
ministers.  Honored  that  day  will  be 
three  of  the  founding  members  who 
are  still  members  of  the  church,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edwin  Dixon  and  Mrs. 
Ethel  Frye.  A  catered  meal  will  be 
served  in  the  Pomeroy  Center  fol¬ 
lowing  the  worship  service. 

Westlake  began  as  a  mission  of 
Lake  Charles  Methodist  Church  in 
1873  and  was  known  as  “The  Cal¬ 
casieu  Mission.”  It  was  located  on 
Bagdad  Road.  During  the  1890’s 
the  first  Methodist  church  in  West- 
lake  was  built  on  Miller  Avenue, 
but  that  building  was  destroyed  by  a 
storm  in  1918.  In  1939  the  present 
church  was  organized  under  the 
guidance  of  Rev.  T.  D.  Lipscomb 
when  land  was  purchased  at  the 
present  site  and  a  small  one-room 
church  was  constructed  in  1940. 
The  membership  that  year  was  list¬ 
ed  at  43,  and  the  property  was  val¬ 
ued  at  $4,500.  During  the  pastorate 
of  Rev.  Martin  Hebert,  1949-50,  a 
brick  sanctuary  was  constructed,  re¬ 
placing  the  small  wooden  building. 
This  structure  was  then  converted 
into  Sunday  School  rooms.  A  build¬ 
ing  program  in  1958  added  class¬ 


rooms,  a  kitchen,  Fellowship  Hall 
and  Pastor’s  Study. 

With  Rev.  Ted  Standley  as  pas¬ 
tor,  the  latest  building  program 
(1984-85)  added  The  Pomeroy  Cen¬ 
ter  which  consists  of  a  multipurpose 
hall  and  kitchen.  Classrooms,  reno¬ 
vations,  and  improvements  were 
made  to  the  sanctuary. 

The  first  parsonage,  a  five  room 
wooden  house  located  on  Good 
Street  was  purchased  in  1955.  The 
present  parsonage,  an  eight  room 
brick  house  on  McKinley  Street,  was 
purchased  in  1 967. 

Ministers  who  have  served  ap¬ 
pointments  at  Westlake  include:  W. 
R.  Corrigan,  C.  W.  Rodgers,  C.  W. 
Quade.  Martin  Hebert.  James  Law- 
ton,  E.  W.  Day,  Rex  Squires,  Gar¬ 
land  Dean.  Paul  Carroll,  Richard 
Meek,  Edwin  H.  House,  Arby 
Coody,  and  Ted  Standley.  Larry 
O’Dell  is  the  current  pastor. 

The  congregation  of  Westlake  ex¬ 
tends  an  invitation  to  members, 
past  and  present;  former  pastors 
and  families;  and  friends  to  attend 
an  Open  House  Social  on  Saturday, 
September  16  at  2  p.m.  in  the  Po¬ 
meroy  Center. 


See  special  United  Methodist  Youth  of  Louisiana  Supple¬ 
ment  on  page  6. 


Around  the  Conference- 


SPECIAL  RECOGNITION  —  Ofney  K.  Ellis  of  Winbourne  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  was  recently  awarded  Fellow  of  the  Society  of  John 
Wesley  during  the  United  Methodist  Men's  Retreat  held  in  Pineville. 
This  prestigious  honor  is  awarded  for  outstanding  dedication,  both 
to  the  church  and  the  Conference. 


GROUP  DISCUSSION  —  Dr.  Don  Cottrill  is  shown  leading  a  group 
discussion  on  the  Bishop's  Initiative  Program  which  was  recently 
held  at  the  Conference  Office  in  Baton  Rouge. 


GREAT  SUCCESS!  —  The  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  in  New  Orleans 
Vacation  Bible  School  for  1989  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  church's 
history.  One  hundred  and  nineteen  children  participated  in  study, 
crafts,  singing,  and  recreation  centered  around  "The  Bible:  The 
Book  of  God's  People."  Fifty  adults  and  youth  led  the  children 
through  the  week  with  an  average  attendance  overall  of  149  daily. 
Shown  pictured  is  "Paul"  (Bruce  Charles  Hearn)  as  he  speaks  to  the 
Rayne  Bible  School  Assembly. 


"I  SCREAM,  YOU  SCREAM,  WE  ALL  SCREAM  FOR  ICE  CREAM!  — 
These  words  were  never  more  true  than  August  20,  when  Family 
Life  of  Nolley  Memorial  UMC  in  Jena  was  host  for  their  traditional 
homemade  ice  cream  and  cake  party.  Nolley's  church  family  looks 
forward  every  year  to  this  party  as  back  to  school  and  fellowship 
time.  Special  guest  this  year  was  Alexandria  District's  new  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir.  In  this  picture  Paul  and  Una 
Carroll  pose  near  Rev.  Hoffpauir,  while  enjoying  ice  cream  and 
cake.  Rev.  Carroll  is  pastor. 
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Editorials  - 

Our  role  in  war  on  drugs 


What  do  you  think?= 


Teach  the  Bible  to  bring  people  in 


What  can  mainline  Protestant  denominations  do  to  generate  interest  in  follossing  Christ  the  ssay  evan¬ 
gelist  Billy  Graham  did  this  summer  in  Hungary!  An  estimated  90,000  jammed  Hungary's  largest  stadi¬ 
um  to  hear  Mr.  Graham.  Readers  say  we  should  preach  and  teach  the  messages  of  Scripture,  serve  the 
spiritual  needs  of  people,  and  not  let  secular  influences  compromise  our  beliefs. 


The  threat  posed  for  society  by 
drug  abuse  is  almost  too  horrible  to 
contemplate. 

Yet  if  it  hasn’t  directly  affected 
our  immediate  family,  most  of  us . 
tend  to  regard  drug  abuse  as  some¬ 
one  else’s  problem  and  hope  it  will 
go  away. 

But  ample  evidence  exists  that  drug 
abuse  is  a  malignant  cancer  spreading 
out  of  control  in  our  society. 

President  Bush’s  call  last  week  for 
a  coordinated  national  effort  to 
stem  drug  abuse  is  timely  and  large¬ 
ly  on  target. 

/  If  drug  abuse  is  to  be  con¬ 
trolled.  more  stringent  law  enforce¬ 
ment  efforts  will  be  necessary. 

<f  If  drug  abuse  is  to  be  prevent¬ 
ed,  effective  anti-drug  education  ef¬ 
forts  are  essential. 

✓  If  lives  damaged  by  drug  use 
are  to  be  reclaimed,  effective  treat¬ 
ment  and  rehabilitation  programs 
must  be  readily  available. 

The  president’s  "war  on  drugs”  tar¬ 
gets  all  dimensions  of  the  problem  ex¬ 
cept  perhaps  the  most  basic  one.  What 
causes  a  person  to  turn  to  drugs? 

The  root  cause  of  drug  addiction 
is  not  economic  or  educational.  The 
root  cause  is  a  lack  of  spiritual 
moorings  that  enable  people  to  see 
themselves  as  children  of  a  loving, 
caring  God  who  wants  the  best  for 
their  lives.  That  lack  produces  a 
breakdown  in  shared  moral  values 
and  meaning.  The  result  is  drug 
abuse  and  an  array  of  other  signs  of 
moral  decay  including  rampant  ma¬ 
terialism.  family  break-ups,  rising 


Chances  are  good  that  you  have 
cocaine  in  your  pocket. 

That  illegal  drug  has  so  infested 
American  society  that  97  percent  of 
the  $20  bills  examined  recently  con¬ 
tained  traces  of  the  substance.  The 
bills,  sampled  from  around  the 
country,  were  tested  by  the  Sheriffs 
Department  in  Dade  County,  Fla. 

Drug  users  often  use  rolled  dollar 
bills  to  scoop  up  cocaine  powder. 


crime  and  homelessness. 

Find  a  person  who  knows  he  or  she 
is  a  child  of  God  and  who  has  a  deep 
sense  of  God’s  claim  on  his  or  her  life 
and  you  are  not  likely  to  find  someone 
addicted  to  drugs  or  alcohol. 

We  do  not  fault  President  Bush 
for  omitting  a  spiritual  element  to 
his  “war  on  drugs”  program.  Minis¬ 
tering  to  the  spirit  is  not  the  job  of 
government.  In  light  of  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  own  religious  faith,  however, 
we  are  surprised  he  did  not  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  drug  abuse  is  a  mor¬ 
al  and  spiritual  problem  and  that 
churches  and  other  religious  institu¬ 
tions  across  our  nation  must  play  a 
critical  role  in  addressing  it. 

United  Methodism  is  taking  a 
significant  step  toward  addressing 
the  moral  and  spiritual  aspects  of 
drug  abuse  by  assigning  one  of  our 
active  bishops.  Felton  E.  May,  to 
spend  the  coming  year  in  Washing¬ 
ton  working  full  time  to  deal  with 
this  problem. 

We  should  be  thankful  that  our 
church  will  be  represented  on  a  na¬ 
tional  level  by  Bishop  May’s  efforts 
to  address  substance  abuse  as  a  spir¬ 
itual  problem.  We  need  daily  to  up¬ 
hold  him  in  our  prayers. 

While  cooperating  with  law  en¬ 
forcement.  educational  and  drug 
treatment  specialists,  each  of  us  as 
Christians  additionally  should  look 
for  ways  in  our  own  communities  to 
communicate  to  people  of  all  ages 
that  “God  loves  and  cares  for  you 
and  has  important  tasks  for  you  to 
perform  in  God’s  service." 


county  officials  said.  In  that  pro¬ 
cess,  bill  fibers  pick  up  traces  of  the 
drug,  When  the  contaminated  bills 
touch  other  currency,  some  of  the 
drug  rubs  off. 

The  presence  of  cocaine  in  our 
money  supply  is  but  one  of  a  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  evidences  that  drug 
abuse  is  not  "someone  clse’s  prob¬ 
lem.”  We,  as  Christians,  have  an  es¬ 
sential  role  to  play  in  its  solution. 


The  Reporter  recently  invited 
readers  to  say  what  they  think  the 
single  most  important  thing  Chris¬ 
tians  can  do  to  reverse  the  member¬ 
ship  decline  in  mainline  Protestant 
denominations  and  attract  more 
followers  to  Christ. 

Here's  a  sampling  of  responses: 

I  think  the  single  most  important 
thing  that  mainline  U.S.  Christians 
could  do  to  attract  more  followers  to 
Christ  is  to  accept  the  authority  and 
truth  of  the  Scripture  and  then  pro¬ 
claim  the  Scripture's  clear  message  of 
Christ,  expecting  life-changing  re¬ 
sults,  just  as  Billy  Graham  does. 

Duane  Yosburg 
Binghamton,  New  York 

Almost  every  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nation  reports  declining  member¬ 
ship  every  year.  Yet  our  Lord 
promised,  “I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will 
draw  all  men  unto  Me.” 

But  He  is  not  being  lifted  up. 
hence  the  serious  loss  in  members. 

More  than  90  percent  of  the  ser¬ 
mons  1  hear  these  days  are  based  on 
Old  Testament  texts.  Seldom  do  I 
hear  a  sermon  based  on  a  text  from 
the  Gospels  extolling  the  life  or 
teachings  of  our  Lord. 

Percy  Frank  Asher 
Mechanicsburg,  Pennsylvania 

There  is  no  single  thing.  Most  of 
the  responsibility  falls  on  the  pas¬ 
tor.  What  could  be  more  important 
than  God  and  his  children 

He  should  talk  about  what  kind 
of  person  God  wants  us  to  be.  What 
docs  He  expect  of  us?  What  are  the 
results  when  we  live  like  He  wants 
us  to?  Talk  about  the  inner  peace 
you  have  and  how  you  are  content¬ 
ed  with  what  you  have. 

lorraine  Codar 
Westmont,  Illinois 

After  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  of  marketing-related  work,  I 
have  learned  that  what  sells  is  the 
product  people  need.  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham  and  others  are  "selling'’  the 


word  of  God  as  it  is.  without  reserva¬ 
tion.  rationalization  or  paraphrase 
He  and  his  kind  are  not  afraid  of 
the  word  as  it  is  and  find  no  need  to 
adopt  it  to  support  every  modern 
social  whim  On  the  other  hand, 
many  mainline  denominations  in¬ 
sist  on  adapting  the  word  to  "mod¬ 
ern  thinking,"  even  to  the  point  of 
condoning  behavior  that  the  word 
clearly  describes  as  abomination 

Raymond  H.  Bennighul 
Phoenix.  Maryland 

The  most  important  thing  that 
mainline  U.S.  Christians  could  do 
to  reverse  their  decline  in  member¬ 
ship  and  attendance  is  simply  to 
teach  and  preach  religion — not  just 
philosophy,  psychology,  social  con¬ 
cerns,  sociology  and  politics,  as  so 
many  mainline  ministers  do 
By  religion.  I  mean,  preach,  teach 


the  personal  Judeo-Chnstian  Deity 
and  Providence  plus  personal  im¬ 
mortality  That  is  the  core  of  reli¬ 
gion.  All  the  rest  is  secondary  and 
can  be  learned  free  of  charge  from  a 
multitude  of  secular  organizations. 

Robert  J.  Pierre 
I  horn  loo,  (  olorado 

The  "mainline"  churches  are  now 
the  "sideline"  churches  They  no 
longer  reflect  the  political,  econom¬ 
ic.  moral  or  theological  beliefs  of 
most  Americans. 

Having  ignored  ministering  to  the 
spiritual  needs  of  their  congregations 
during  an  era  of  rapid  social  and 
technological  change  in  favor  of  pur¬ 
suing  a  left-wing  partisan  political 
agenda,  they  have  made  themselves 
increasingly  irrelevant  to  more  peo¬ 
ple  every  year  Their  declining  mem¬ 
bership  figures  bear  that  out 

My  Witness = 


Boycotts  and  political  pronounce¬ 
ments  are  never  going  to  bring  peo¬ 
ple  into  a  personal  relationship  with 
Jesus  Christ  A  theology  so  vacuous 
that  it  includes  everybody  makes 
conversion  unnecessary  and  the 
church  irrelevant 

Nancy  and  Keith  Bates 
Danville.  Illinois 

The  church  itself  is  the  cause  of 
its  decline  in  membership  We 
must,  as  the  body  of  Christ,  realize 
that  we  have  failed  to  respond  ade¬ 
quately  to  the  challenges  of  anti- 
Chrisiian  ideas  and  show  how  and 
why  Christianity,  on  a  world  view, 
is  superior  to  those  ideas. 

Only  then  will  the  church  regain 
respect  as  a  relevant  institution  and 
prove  true  that  God  is  not  dead 
Shan  a  Floyd 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


Faithfully  yours 


Drugs  reach  into  our  pockets 


Death  claims  a  living  legend:  Albert  Outler 


One  of  my  last  "larger  than  life" 
heroes  passed  from  the  scene  Sept. 
I  with  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Albert 
C.  Outler  (see  UMR.  Sept.  8) 

By  the  time  I  attended  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  the  mid- 
1960s.  Dr.  Outler  already  had 
achieved  legendary  status  for  his 
broad  range  of  scholarly  interests 
and  ecumenical  involvements. 

The  last  two  decades  of  his  life 
were  devoted  largely  to  recasting 
the  image  of  John  Wesley,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  Methodism.  Dr.  Outler, 
more  than  anyone  else,  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  showing  that  Wesley’s  theol¬ 
ogy  and  theological  method  have 
enormous  relevance  for  contempo¬ 
rary  Christians. 

No  individual  is  likely  ever  again 
to  have  the  dominant  influence  on  a 
United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  that  Albert  Outler  had  in  1972 
at  Atlanta.  He  was  the  chief  archi¬ 
tect  of  a  new  theological  statement 
adopted  there  for  our  denomina- 


"I  know  of  no  place  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  where  the  concept 
of  the  tithe  has  been  repealed,  but  we 
have  very  few  tithers  anymore.  If  ev¬ 
ery  member  of  our  congregations 
tithed,  we’d  have  a  fight  about  what 
to  do  with  all  the  money.” 

— The  Rev.  John  Ness,  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion 

•  •  • 

The  average  American  child  with 
pay  cable  and/or  a  VCR  in  the 
home  will  witness  32.000  murders, 
40,000  attempted  murders  and 


lion.  Then  as  a  delegate,  he  played  a 
critical  role  in  refining  the  Social 
Principles  statement  that  was  subse¬ 
quently  adopted. 

One  of  John 
Wesley’s  most 
passionate  beliefs 
was  that  “knowl¬ 
edge  and  vital  pi¬ 
ety"  should  be 
brought  together 
rather  than  seen  as 
Spurgeon Dunnam  conflicting  em¬ 
phases.  Dr.  Outler  shared  that  pas¬ 
sion  More  than  anyone  I’ve  known, 
he  embodied  it. 

I  wanted  to  rededicate  my  life 

In  1974  Dr.  Outler  was  a  minis¬ 
ters'  week  lecturer  at  Southern 
Methodist  University.  Never  before 
or  since  have  I  experienced  scholar¬ 
ly  ideas  presented  with  such  evan¬ 
gelical  fervor  and  conviction.  When 
he  finished  his  last  address.  I  didn't 
so  much  want  to  applaud  as  to  re- 


250,000  acts  of  violence  by  age  1 8. 

— Dr.  Thomas  Radecki,  psychiatrist 
and  research  director  for  the  Nation¬ 
al  Coalition  on  t  elevision  Violence. 

•  •  • 

“We  have  so  subjected  morning 
worship  to  the  whims  of  our  plea¬ 
sures  that  we  need  to  force  ourselves 
to  return  to  the  basics.  . . .  Check 
what  we  are  doing  with  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  Good  News,  the  opening 
to  the  infilling  of  the  Spirit  and  offer¬ 
ing  of  the  opportunity  for  response." 
— The  Rev.  Roger  Stressman.  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  Desert  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference 


dedicate  my  life  to  Christ. 

Those  lectures  were  later  pack¬ 
aged  as  a  little  book  called  "Theol¬ 
ogy  in  the  Wesleyan  Spirit."  It 
remains  the  best  resource  I  know 
for  explaining  how  a  Christian  in 
the  tradition  of  Wesley  should  be¬ 
lieve  and  live. 

During  my  six-month  sabbatical  in 
Africa  during  1985,  I  wrote  Dr 
Outler  a  letter  I  received  a  warm  re¬ 
sponse  thanking  me  for  “a  pastoral 
act  at  a  distance,  giving  spiritual  aid 
and  comfort  to  a  lonely  old  man  with¬ 
out  laying  any  demands  upon  him." 

The  three  pages  that  followed — 
part  church  history  lesson,  part  bib¬ 
lical  exegesis,  part  personal  reflec¬ 
tion  and  part  pastoral  advice — were 
truly  remarkable  He  closed  by 
warning  our  family  “to  prepare 
yourself  for  ’re-entry'  into  the  world 
back  home.  That  was  always  the 
hardest  part  for  me!"  And  so  it 
proved  for  us. 

Frustration,  elation 

Dr.  Outler  often  expressed  frus¬ 
tration  that  so  many  United  Meth¬ 
odists  look  upon  Christian  doctrine 
with  disinterest.  So  he  was  beaming 
in  1986  when  he  told  an  annual 
conference:  “We  went  from  1884  to 
1968  with  no  changes  in.  and  little 
discussion  of,  doctrine.  Now  we've 
got  three  or  four  different  groups 
working  on  it  across  the  church." 

In  1988,  Dr.  Outler  felt  profound 
ambivalence  about  the  move  to  re¬ 
vise  the  1972  theological  statement 
that  so  bore  his  imprint.  He  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  the  1972  state¬ 
ment  "failed  to  convince  the 
theological  right  wing  that  theologi¬ 


cal  pluralism  is  not  the  same  as 
’anything  goes.’  "  At  the  same  time, 
he  feared  replacement  of  United 
Methodism’s  broad  latitude  for  be¬ 
lief  with  a  static  creed 
As  fate  would  have  it.  I  was  elect¬ 
ed  a  delegate  to  the  1988  General 
Conference  and  assigned  to  work  on 
the  legislative  committee  charged 
with  refining  the  new  theological 
statement  One  of  my  most  touch¬ 
ing  and  least  adequate  moments 
came  as  I  pondered  a  letter  from  Al- 
bert  Outler  Not  wanting  to  be  pub¬ 
licly  critical  of  the  proposed  new 
statement  and  yet  wanting  to  ex¬ 
press  some  concerns  about  it.  he 
said  he  decided  to  write  “to  my  (con¬ 
ference's)  elected  representative  ’’ 

A  major  element  in  that  debate 
was  the  authority  of  Scripture  In 
typical  fashion.  Dr.  Outler  reminded 
me  during  a  discussion  of  that  issue 
that  “Scripture  is  not  in  and  of  itself 
a  book  of  answers  so  much  as  an  in¬ 
spired  font  of  truth.  The  Bible,  taken 
as  a  whole,  is  (he  primal  source  and 
baseline  on  which  all  right  doctrine 
is  based.  Scripture  is  a  book  full 
of  defects,  and  yet  it  contains  what  is 
true — the  word  of  God.  Why  should 
20th  century  Christians  continue  to 
affirm  Scripture  as  our  primary 
source  of  truth’’  Because  all  the  alter¬ 
natives  are  worse." 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
Mr.  Dunnam  is  editor-general 
manager  of  the  Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  rene — of  the  following: 

“For  as  the  body  apart  from  the 
spirit  is  dead,  so  faith  apart  from 
works  is  dead."  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer.  Romans  5:8) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  17 
Monday:  Psalms  77: 1-1 5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  77: 1 6-20 
Wednesday:  Hosea  4: 1-3;  5: 1 5-6: 16 
Thursday:  Luke  15:1-10 
Friday:  Luke  1 5: 1 1  -32 
Saturday:  1  TiAiothy  1:1-11 
Sunday:  I  Timothy  1:12-17 


I'm  so  happy  I  answered 
God's  call  to  teach  toddlers 


■y  BECKY  BOWDEN 

Several  monthi  ago  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Board  of  my  church  wax  send¬ 
ing  out  plea  after  plea  for  new 
teachers  to  fill  vacant  Sunday 
school  classes 

"Volunteers,  no  experience  nec¬ 
essary.  just  lots  of  love  and  willing¬ 
ness  to  learn  while  you  leach  the 
children  of  our  church  all  you  know 
about  the  Bible  and  God’s  love  for 
all  of  us  ” 

Sounds  easy.  ngb(7 

To  make  such  a  commitment 
seemed  just  too  much,  and  it  wasn't 
as  if  I  hadn't  had  my  turn  at  teach¬ 
ing.  Why.  I  had  taught  two  other 
classes  before  Waxn  t  it  someone 
clsc't  turn? 

But  a  good  friend.  Diane  Thomp¬ 
son.  just  wouldn’t  take  no  for  an  an¬ 
swer.  She  invited  me  to  the 
Education  Board  meetings  to  tec 
what  I  was  missing 

I  went  and  found  out  Itow  fun  it 
was.  But.  as  I  explained  to  Diane.  I 
just  didn’t  know  how  to  teach  2- 
and  3-year-olds.  They  just  seemed 
so  young. 

After  several  prayers  it  was  as  if 
God  had  given  me  the  answer 
Diane  wanted  to  hear  I  said  yes. 


1990  SEMINARS 
ON  BIOMEDICAL  ISSUES 
WILL  BE  OFFERED 

January  2  -  6  and 
May  29  -  June  2 

Update  your  needed  knowledge 
of  medicine  and  pattern  care, 
theology  and  bioethics. 

Presentanons  and  dlscuaaions  by 
leading  experts  of  the  world's 
foremost  medical  center. 

CEUs  for  clergy  Fee:  $200. 

Fine  hotel  at  modest  cost. 

Write  or  phone  for  prospectus. 
Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  Director. 

The  Institute 
of  Religion 

Texas  Medical  Center 
O.  Box  20569 
Houston.  Tx  77225 
(713)797-0600 


“My  Hitnni '  h  a  i  otumn  through 
whlth  geporter  readers  met  there 
meaningful  etpenem  es  ol  the  Chmtian 
Me.  Reckr  Bowden  n  a  member  ol  for¬ 
est  Park  United  Methodtsl  Chtstth  in 
Beaumont,  trial  ITetat  i  onterelHei. 


Now  after  a  few  false  starts  and 
getting  to  know  the  kids.  I  have 
found  that  I  have  never  had  more 
enjoyment  in  leaching  Don’t  get 
me  wrong  I’m  not  a  teacher,  hut  it 
seems  that  with  God’s  love  any¬ 
thing  is  possible. 

Why,  |  believe  that  my  kids  are 
the  best  and  that  we  have  the  best 
Sunday-school  class  there  is  What  a 
shame  that  everyone  can’t  join  us. 

If  you  could  just  tec  how  precious 
they  are  on  Sunday  morning  when 
they  bow  their  little  heads  and  put 
their  little  hands  togelher  for 
prayer  I  am  so  very  proud  of  them, 
but  moat  of  all  I  am  proud  that  God 
chose  me  for  such  a  fulfilling  task 
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AFTER  THE  RIOTS:  United  Methodist 
ministers  in  Virginia  Beach,  Va.,  are  spearhead¬ 
ing  ecumenical  efforts  “to  try  to  bring  some  heal¬ 
ing  to  the  area”  following  street  riots,  said  the 
Rev.  Matthew  Reese,  a  local  pastor  and  campus 
minister  at  Old  Dominion  University  in  nearby 
Norfolk.  He  said  a  group  plans  to  announce  city¬ 
wide  ministries  of  reconciliation  Sept.  17.  A  black 
college  fraternity  and  sorority  festival  during  La¬ 
bor  Day  weekend  turned  into  a  racial  distur¬ 
bance.  At  least  160  people  were  arrested. 

PRACTICE  WHAT  YOU  PRINT: 

Oxford  and  Cambridge  University  presses,  joint 
publishers  of  the  Revised  English  Bible — an  up¬ 
dating  of  the  20-year-old  New  English  Bible — 
have  translated  the  spirit  of  the  texts  into  action. 
They  are  giving  a  percentage  of  the  profits  to  con¬ 
temporary  charities  that  feed  the  poor,  house  the 
homeless  and  comfort  the  sick.  The  charities  will 
get  50  cents  for  each  Bible  purchased. 

STATUE  DRAWS  FIRE:  United 

Methodist  bishops  in  the  Philippines  are  pro¬ 
testing  inclusion  of  a  statue  of  Mary,  mother  of 
Jesus,  in  a  national  monument  marking  the 
1986  revolution  that  ended  the  rule  of  Ferdi¬ 
nand  Marcos.  The  bishops  called  the  statue  “at 
best  presumptuous  and  at  worst  sectarian.” 
There  are  about  125,000  United  Methodists  in 
the  Philippines.  Most  Filipinos  are  Roman 
Catholics. 

MEDICINE  WHEEL:  U.S.  Forest  Ser¬ 
vice  officials  are  weighing  conflicting  demands 
for  the  use  of  a  circle  of  rocks  in  the  Bighorn 
Mountains  of  Wyoming  known  as  the  Medicine 
Wheel.  Archeologists  are  uncertain  about  the 
original  purpose  of  the  wheel.  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans — Northern  Cheyenne,  Crow  and  Northern 
Arapaho — use  the  site  for  religious  rituals  and 
want  it  kept  private  on  those  occasions.  Busi¬ 
ness  people  in  nearby  Lovell  demand  that  the 
wheel  area  remain  open  at  all  times. 

NO  RAPTURE:  Sept  I  has  come  and 
gone  again,  and  Edgar  Whisenant  is  still 
around.  The  retired  NASA  engineer  had  pre¬ 
dicted  that  he  and  millions  of  Christians  would 
be  taken  into  heaven  during  a  “rapture”  they 
believe  is  prophesied  in  the  Bible.  He  originally 
predicted  it  would  take  place  last  year  and 
wrote  a  book  on  the  subject  that  sold  more  than 
a  million  copies.  When  last  year’s  date  proved 
inaccurate,  he  came  up  with  a  new  date  of  Sept. 
1,  1989.  Mr.  Whisenant  said,  “I  guess  God, 
doesn't  always  do  things  the  way  man  thinks  he 
will." 

MISSIONS  GROWING:  The  Inter¬ 
denominational  Foreign  Missions  Association, 
which  represents  the  more  than  65  million 
members  of  mostly  independent  fundamentalist 
groups,  reports  its  members  are  sending  more 
missionaries  to  the  field  than  are  coming  home. 
Association  officials  said  895  new  missionaries 
were  signed  up  by  its  member  groups  last  year, 
compared  to  466  losses  due  to  deaths,  resigna¬ 
tions  and  retirements.  The  total  number  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  listed  was  8,884. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 


Bishop:  UMC  won't  wait  to  fight  drugs 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

The  church  can’t  wait  on  gov¬ 
ernment  to  solve  the  drug  crisis, 
says  the  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
op  who  will  lead  our  denomina¬ 
tion’s  battle  against  drug  abuse. 

The  United  States  needs  a 
“moral  and  spiritual”  dimension 
as  part  of  its  anti-drug  strategy, 
said  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Har¬ 
risburg,  Pa.,  area). 

“We  as  the  church  should  not 
wait  to  be  led  by  the  govem- 


PHOTO  BY  JERRY  WACNER 

HARRISBURG,  Pa.  — Bishop 
Felton  E.  May  responds  to  Pres¬ 
ident  Bush's  drug-war  plans 
during  a  press  conference. 


ment,”  said  Bishop  May.  “We 
should  lead  the  nation.” 

Bishop  May  was  named  by  the 
denomination’s  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  to  his  unprecedented  year¬ 
long  (1990)  assignment  this 
summer  and  is  spending  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  this  year  preparing  for 
the  Washington-based  post  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  11). 

Bishop  May  said  he  listened  to 
President  Bush’s  address  last 
week  hoping  to  hear  something 
he  could  glean  for  use  in  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  anti-drug  efforts 
but  came  away  empty. 

“I  did  not  hear  anything  new,” 
he  said. 

President  Bush  proposed  to  in¬ 
crease  the  federal  government’s 
anti-drug  commitment  by  more 
than  30  percent  to  $7.9  billion 
next  year  and  emphasized  stififer 
penalties  for  drug  users.  His  plan 
calls  for  cutting  drug  use  in  half 
over  a  10-year  period. 

Mr.  Bush’s  proposal,  which 
skirted  creation  of  radical  new 
programs,  didn’t  mention  any 
role  for  the  religious  community. 

After  hearing  the  president’s 
plan,  Bishop  May  said,  “1  felt 
more  convinced  than  ever  that 
the  church  has  a  significant  role 
to  play  [and]  cannot  wait  for  the 
government  to  offer  political  so¬ 
lutions. 

“A  political  solution  will  not 
solve  the  problem  of  a  drug-in¬ 
flicted  community  or  [get  at]  the 


root  causes.  The  church  must 
once  again  call  each  of  us  to  holi¬ 
ness  of  mind,  body  and  heart.” 

In  his  first  public  address  since 
his  drug-war  appointment,  Bish¬ 
op  May  said  Sept.  5  that  he 
would  serve  as  “a  catalytic  ser¬ 
vant,  who  will  work  with  other 
church  leaders,  government 
agencies  and  social-service 
groups  in  a  coordinated  effort  to 
clean  up  a  neighborhood.” 

“The  United  Methodist 
Church  brings  to  the  battle  ...  a 
firm  belief  that,  with  the  help  of 


God,  substance  abuse  can  be 
beaten,  lives  can  be  saved,  fam¬ 
ilies  healed  and  communities 
transformed,”  he  said. 

In  a  separate  statement  Bishop 
Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (Washington 
Area)  acknowledged  that  while  lo¬ 
cal  churches  across  the  country 
have  worked  to  combat  the  effects 
of  drugs  and  violence  in  their 
communities,  the  national  church 
“has  come  to  the  effort  a  bit  late.” 

“We  were  not  on  the  forefront 
in  the  area  of  prevention  and 
treatment,  the  main  areas  in 


which  the  church  can  work,”  said 
Bishop  Yeakel. 

He  affirmed  Mr.  Bush’s  efforts 
to  identify  the  drug  crisis  as  the 
nation's  No.  1  domestic  problem 
but  said  he  didn’t  believe  “an  all- 
out  war  on  drugs”  is  being  waged. 

“Eight  billion  dollars  to  fight 
the  war  on  drugs  is  one-twentieth 
of  Congress’  commitment  to  bail 
out  the  savings  and  loans  institu¬ 
tions,”  he  said.  “That  is  indica¬ 
tive  of  our  real  priorities.” 

United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  contributed  to  this  report. 


Leaders  urge  attack  on  'crack' 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Religious  leaders  in  Dallas  plan 
to  try  to  persuade  each  church  in 
their  area  to  establish  a  four-block 
“drug-free”  zone  as  part  of  the 
fight  against  crack  cocaine. 

The  Rev.  Patrick  L.  Williams, 
pastor  of  Crest-Moore-King 
United  Methodist  Church,  is  the 
southwest  regional  coordinator 
for  the  church-related  Black 
Family/Community  and  Crack 
Cocaine  National  Network. 

He  also  is  the  organizer  of  a 
Sept.  22-23  anti-crack  conference 
at  the  University  of  Texas  South¬ 
western  Medical  School  in  Dallas. 

The  network  has  grown  out  of 


a  similar  conference  last  April  in 
San  Francisco.  It  was  organized 
by  the  Rev.  Cecil  Williams,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  San 
Francisco. 

Patrick  Williams — no  relation 
to  the  San  Francisco  pastor — was 
invited  to  participate  in  the  San 
Francisco  event  by  Cecil  Wil¬ 
liams’  brother,  Earl,  a  member  of 
his  Dallas  congregation. 

“Earl  knew  I  had  a  passion  for 
it  because  I  had  been  dealing 
with  addicts  in  the  church,”  Pat¬ 
rick  Williams  explained. 

The  Sept.  22-23  conference 
will  feature  five  workshops,  Pat¬ 
rick  Williams  said.  They  are  de¬ 
signed  to  instruct  participants  in 
the  use  of  a  program  called  “RIP: 


Recovery,  Intervention  and  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Crack  Cocaine.” 

Speakers  are  to  include  Cecil 
Williams;  Dr.  Beny  Primm.  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  Addiction,  Re¬ 
search  &  Treatment  Corp., 
Brooklyn.  N.Y.;  Dr.  Clyde 
McDaniels,  Texas  A&I  Universi¬ 
ty,  Prairie  View;  and  Mother 
Clara  and  Lorraine  Hale,  Hale 
House,  Harlem. 

The  women  were  “the  first 
ones  to  take  in  babies  addicted  to 
crack,”  the  host  pastor  said. 

He  said  churches  must  pro¬ 
claim  a  “God-centered  approach 
to  life”  and  take  a  priestly  role, 
“which  involves  working  with 
people  (and)  using  the  church  to 
educate  the  community.” 


Covenant  group  helps  ex-dealer  turn  his  life  around 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— Six 
days  before  Christmas  1986, 
Glenn  Bradley,  a  35-year-old 
bond  salesman,  was  sentenced  to 
eight  years  in  federal  prison  for 
dealing  cocaine. 

Today,  he’s  out  of  prison  and 
an  active  member  of  St.  James 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock.  He  makes  furniture  and 
hopes  to  become  a  counselor  for 
drug  abusers. 

His  is  described  as  “a  New 
Testament  story”  by  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Richard  Wilke 
(Arkansas  Area). 

Mr.  Bradley  agrees.  He  gives 
credit  to  God  and  the  support  of 
a  United  Methodist  Covenant 
Discipleship  group — similar  to 
the  class  meetings  of  Methodist 
founder  John  Wesley. 

'My  life  was  a  shambles' 

In  1984,  Mr.  Bradley  looked 
like  a  young  man  on  the  way  up — 
bright,  articulate,  well-educated. 

But  he  was  also  addicted  to  co¬ 


caine  and  alcohol.  His  marriage 
had  "fallen  apart,  and  my  life  was 
a  shambles,”  he  said. 

On  his  own,  he  stopped  selling 
drugs  and  using  cocaine.  But  he 
was  unable  to  stop  using  the  drug 
closest  to  him — alcohol. 

“Things  were  so  bad  in  my  life,” 
he  said.  “I  knew  I  needed  some¬ 
thing.” 

A  friend  invited  him  to  attend 
Little  Rock’s  3,400-member  St. 
James  UMC,  one  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  fastest  growing  churches. 

Joins  covenant  group 

A  then-associate  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Dale  G.  Tremper,  invited 
Mr.  Bradley  to  join  his  covenant 
group,  one  of  seven  at  St.  James. 

“When  I  first  joined  the  cove¬ 
nant  group,  1  was  hiding,”  Mr. 
Bradley  said.  He  didn't  want  the 
members  to  know  of  his  past,  es¬ 
pecially  the  fact  that  federal  au¬ 
thorities  were  investigating  him 
for  selling  cocaine. 

Ironically,  one  member,  72- 
year-old  Carolyn  Jones,  was  a 
member  of  the  grand  jury  inves¬ 


tigating  the  drug  scandal. 

At  one  of  his  first  meetings 
with  the  covenant  group,  Mrs. 
Jones — not  knowing  his  past — 
said  that  she  thought  all  drug 
dealers  should  hang. 

That  irony  was  compounded 
as  group  members  began  turning 
to  Mr.  Bradley  to  aid  their  minis¬ 
tries.  He  responded  by  pouring 
himself  into  counseling  youths, 
talking  with  cocaine  users,  get¬ 
ting  furniture  for  refugees  and 
working  in  missions. 

“We  always  called  on  Glenn 
when  we  needed  something  for 
others."  said  Mrs.  Jones. 

Learning  how  to  pray 

And  Mr.  Bradley  was  learning 
how  to  call  on  God. 

In  the  sleepless  nights  before 
the  trial,  he  said  he  spent  hours 
praying. 

“At  first,  all  I  could  remember 
was  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  and  I 
would  say  that,”  he  said.  "1  re¬ 
membered  the  songs  Bill  [Wad¬ 


dell,  an  attorney  and  member  of 
the  covenant  group]  and  his  wife, 
Patty,  taught  us,  and  those  songs 
became  prayers  for  me. 

"God  placed  me  in  the  middle 
of  warm,  caring  people.  If  I  hadn’t 
been,  the  outcome  could  have 
been  very  different.  In  a  [cove¬ 
nant]  group  you  begin  to  realize 
that  everyone  has  problems.  You 
begin  to  open  up  and  let  them  see 
the  person  you  really  are.” 

Stunned  friend  'supportive'  ' 

He  privately  told  each  mem¬ 
ber — except  Mrs.  Jones,  on  advice 
of  a  U.S.  attorney— about  his 
troubles  and  the  impending  crisis. 

A  stunned  Mrs.  Jones  found  out 
the  day  he  was  called  to  testify. 

Her  one  thought,  she  said  later, 
was  not  that  drug  dealers  should 
hang  but  that  her  presence  might 
be  supportive  to  her  friend. 

Later,  she  had  to  watch  as  he 
received  the  harshest  sentence  of 
the  entire  investigation. 

“I  resented  very  much  the  sen¬ 


tence  they  gave  him,”  she  said. 

It  was  especially  hard  after 
knowing  him  and  seeing  how  he 
had  worked  to  change,  she  said. 

While  Mr.  Bradley  was  in  fed¬ 
eral  prison  in  Texarkana,  Texas, 
the  covenant  group,  the  church 
staff  and  other  members  of  St. 
James  UMC  wrote  to  him  and 
made  the  300-mile  round  trip  to 
visit  him  regularly. 

“There  was  always  someone 
from  St.  James  coming  to  see 
“me,”  he  Said. 

A  model  prisoner,  he  was  re¬ 
leased  on  parole  to  a  halfway 
house  in  June  1989,  returning  to 
a  rejoicing  St.  James  UMC  con¬ 
gregation  and  covenant  group. 

“Glenn’s  story  is  the  story  of 
God  working  in  people’s  lives,” 
said  Mr.  Waddell,  the  attorney 
friend  whose  songs  had  become 
Mr.  Bradley’s  prayers. 

Ms.  Balay  is  a  member  of  St. 
lames  United  Methodist  Church 
and  a  free-lance  writer  in  Little 
Rock. 


How  to  start  a  fire 
and  keep  it  going 


Renew  your  ministry  with  two  neiv 
titles  from  Francis  Asbury  Press 

Ablaze  for  God 

Wesley  L.  Duewel 

36181-8,  Softcover,  336  pages.  $  1 1 ,95 
Ablaze  for  God  shows  you  how  to  develop  the  spiritual 
personality  so  essential  for  effective  ministry. 

Before  you  burn  out,  let  Ablaze  for  God  fan  into  flame 
your  own  life. 

"Scripturally  sound,  intensely  practical,  and 
sympathetic  in  tone,  this  book  is  a  must  for  anyone 
desiring  to  know  more  of  God 's  power  in  service  " 

Billy  A.  Melvin,  Executive  Director, 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals 


The  Biblical  Principles  of  Discipleship 

Allan  Coppedge 

75350-3.  Hardcover,  176  pages,  $13  95 

Tbday’s  world  needs  far  more  than  converts.  It  needs 
disciples. 

Allan  Coppedge  takes  you  far  past  discipling  techniques  to 
develop  God’s  purpose  for  making  disciples:  a  people  for  his 
own  glory. 

If  you’re  already  engaged  in  a  discipling  ministry,  if  you 
yearn  to  begin  one,  The  Biblical  Principles  of  Discipleship  can 
help  you  stir  up  a  people  who  can  warm  an  all  too  cold  world. 

Ablaze  for  God  and  The  Biblical  Principles  of  Discipleship  are 
available  now.  For  your  copy,  call  today,  1-800-727-3480  Key 
Code  C2,  or  visit  your  favorite  Christian  bookstore. 


Disciple  movement 
growing  rapidly 

Since  their  start  less  than  10  years  ago. 
Covenant  Discipleship  groups  have  spread 
to  more  than  1,000  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations,  said  an  official  with  the 
church’s  evangelism  agency. 

Phyllis  Tyler-Wayman  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
said  the  small  groups  are  based  on  the  ear¬ 
ly  class  meetings  of  Methodist  founder 
John  Wesley. 

Covenant  groups  are  typically  made  up  of 
laypeople  who  meet  weekly  in  homes  and 
hold  one  another  accountable  for  “personal 
spiritual  growth  and  service  to  their  neigh¬ 
bors  and  the  world,”  a  Discipleship  official 
said  (see  UMR,  April  28). 

The  movement  was  started  in  the  early 
1980s  by  the  Rev.  David  L.  Watson,  then 
a  professor  at  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity's  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dal¬ 
las,  said  Ms.  Tyler-Wayman. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark. — Glenn  Bradley,  an  ex-cocaine  dealer,  shares  a  light  moment  with  two 
members  of  his  Covenant  Discipleship  group,  Patty  and  Bill  Waddell,  and  their  daughter,  Jessie, 
2.  The  Waddells  and  Mr.  Bradley  are  members  of  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church. 


Mozambique  asks  UMs  to  lead  peace  talks 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

Associate  Editor 

Government  officials  in  Mozam¬ 
bique  have  asked  United  Methodist 
leaders  in  that  southeastern  African 
country  to  help  end  its  14-year-old 
civil  war. 

That's  the  word  from  a  a  10- 
member  delegation  of  Korean  - 
American  United  Methodists  that 
visited  Mozambique  recently. 

The  group  was  touring  United 
Methodist  projects  in  the  country. 
There  are  nearly  800  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  and  an  estimated 
40,000  United  Methodists  in  the 
country,  which  has  a  population  of 


15  million. 

News  reports  have  indicated  that 
the  war  between  the  socialist  gov¬ 
ernment  and  insurgents,  reportedly 
backed  by  South  Africa,  has  been 
intensifying. 

Despite  the  new  round  of  fight¬ 
ing,  Mozambicans  hope  a  settle¬ 
ment  can  be  reached,  said  Kelly 
Miller,  an  official  with  United 
Methodism’s  relief  agency  and  the 
only  delegation  member  who  was 
not  a  Korean-American. 

“There  is  a  sense  of  hope  within 
the  country  because  of  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  the  church,"  said  Mr.  Miller. 

Although  a  church  effort  to  help 
mediate  the  dispute  began  more 


than  a  year  ago,  it  didn't  get  official 
approval  until  July  when  a  law  re¬ 
stricting  church  activity  in  politics 
was  scrapped. 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  the  Rev.  Felipe 
Banze.  a  Mozambican  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  was  among  mediators  who  took 
part  in  discussions  with  insurgent 
leaders  recently  in  Nairobi.  Kenya. 

The  mediators  presented  the  in¬ 
surgents  with  the  government’s  12- 
point  peace  plan,  which  had  been 
outlined  in  mid-July  by  President 
Joaquim  Chissino  in  Maputo,  Mo¬ 
zambique’s  capital. 

Insurgent  leaders  countered  with 
their  own  proposal,  including  de¬ 
manding  an  end  to  “insulting”  ver¬ 


bal  attacks.  That  presumably  is  a 
reference  to  repeated  reports — some 
by  church  leaders — that  the  rebels 
have  systematically  murdered  and 
mutilated  unarmed  civilians. 

Mr.  Miller  said  he  saw  evidence 
of  increased  attacks  on  civilians. 

“At  [United  Methodist-related] 
Chicuque  hospital,  there  were  pa¬ 
tients  with  legs  blown  off  and  chil¬ 
dren  who  had  been  stabbed  by  the 
bandits  (rebels),”  he  said.  “I  saw 
people  lying  on  the  ground  outside 
while  waiting  to  be  treated  [for 
wounds  caused  by  rebel  attacks].” 

Ecumenical  Press,  a  service  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  report. 
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JUST  FOR  SMALL  CHURCHES:  A 

denomination-wide  strategy  to  strengthen  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism's  approximately  25,000  congre¬ 
gations  with  fewer  than  200  members  is  being 
sought  by  a  task  force  mandated  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  1988  General  Conference.  The  20- 
member  panel  is  to  examine  such  facets  as 
pastoral  leadership,  models  for  developing  min¬ 
istries,  morale,  resources  for  mission  and  orga¬ 
nizational  structure.  Recommendations  are  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  1 992  General  Conference. 

FUND  YIELD  RETURNS:  a  "socially 

responsible”  mutual  investment  fund  organized 
in  1970  by  two  United  Methodist  ministers 
earned  a  1 5.7  percent  return  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  according  to  a  statement  released  in 
Washington.  Assets  of  Pax  World  Fund  were  re¬ 
ported  in  excess  of  $87  million  as  of  early  Au¬ 
gust.  Described  as  the  first  mutual  fund  in  the 
nation  emphasizing  ethical  concerns.  Pax 
World  was  launched  and  is  still  headed  by  the 
Revs.  Luther  E.  Tyson  and  J.  Elliott  Corbett. 

VISIT  SCRAPPED:  A  Korean-American 
United  Methodist  delegation,  making  an  historic 
visit  to  southeastern  Africa  last  month,  “aborted” 
a  planned  stopover  in  South  Africa  in  a  protest 
against  the  nation's  legalized  apartheid  system  of 
racial  segregation,  said  the  Rev.  Hae  Jong  Kim  of 
Paramus,  N.J.  The  10-member  group  chose  to  re¬ 
main  'quarantined'  at  the  Johannesburg  airport 
because  visa  restrictions  forbid  contact  with 
church  people.  “We  would  not  wish  to  just  visit 
and  not  meet  with  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
Christian  community  to  show  our  solidarity  for 
the  struggle  against  apartheid,”  said  Dr.  Kim. 

INFORMATION,  PLEASE:  InfoServ, 
the  15-year-old  United  Methodist  national  tele¬ 
phone  information  service,  began  Sept.  5  pro¬ 
viding  addresses  of  individual  congregations  or 
pastors.  The  new  service  is  available  9  a.m.-l 
p.m.  (Central  Time)  Monday  through  Friday. 
The  toll-free  number  for  the  “Local  Church  Ad¬ 
dress  Line”  is  (800)  874-32 1 1 . 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMs  turn  'thumbs  down'  on  'bottoms  up'  ads 


Florida  conference  stresses  counseling 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Don’t  expect  to  hear  Bartles 
and  Jaymes — and  their  fellow 
beer  and  wine  purveyors — say 
“thank  you  for  your  support”  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Spurred  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Association  of  Conference 
Lay  Leaders,  a  campaign  to  ban 
beer  and  wine  advertising  from 
radio  and  television  is  gaining 
support  from  United  Methodists. 

But  it  may  be  as  much  as  a 
year  before  the  campaign  really 
begins  to  bubble,  lay  leaders  said. 

The  campaign  protests  beer  and 
wine  advertising  aimed  at  young 
adults,  said  Kimball  Salmon  of 
Sacramento,  Calif.  Mr.  Salmon  is 
president  of  the  church’s  national 
lay  leaders’  association. 

Twenty  of  the  church’s  72  annu¬ 
al  conferences  in  the  United  States 
enacted  resolutions  this  summer 
backing  the  alcohol-ad  ban.  An¬ 
other  five  conferences  adopted 
calls  for  restraint  in  the  use  or  pro¬ 
motion  of  alcohol  (see  map). 

Some  conference  resolutions 
support  federal  legislation  to  ban 
such  advertising  from  the  air¬ 
waves  if  broadcasters  don’t  show 
voluntary  restraint. 

Specifics  handled  locally 

Specifics  of  the  campaign  are 
being  left  to  each  annual  confer¬ 
ence  to  devise,  Mr.  Salmon  said. 

“Our  group  felt  that  it  was  im¬ 
portant  for  the  individual  annual 
conferences  to  do  what  they’d 
like,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 

The  lay  leaders  association  dis¬ 
tributed  sample  resolutions  about 
the  alcohol-ad  ban  to  each  annual 
conference  this  spring,  Mr.  Salm¬ 
on  said.  But  only  a  few  confer¬ 
ences  received  the  information 
early  enough  to  consider  the  ban 


during  this  year’s  sessions. 

For  instance,  he  said,  lay  leaders 
in  his  conference,  Califomia-Ne- 
vada,  are  to  discuss  this  fall 
whether  to  propose  the  resolution 
at  the  1990  conference  session. 

"It  takes  a  while  for  this  kind 
of  action  to  get  going,”  he  said. 

“It’s  a  slow  process,  but  it’s 
one  I  support.” 

None  detailed  so  far 

So  far,  no  annual  conference 
has  completed  substantial  work 
on  the  anti-alcohol  drive,  ac¬ 
knowledged  Jean  Henderson, 
Holston  conference  lay  leader. 
Mrs.  Henderson  of  Cleveland, 
Tenn.,  proposed  the  resolution  in 
February  to  the  national  lay  lead¬ 
ers  association  on  behalf  of  lay 
leaders  in  the  church’s  Southeast¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction.  They  came  up 
with  the  idea  in  January. 

She  told  the  Reporter  she  has 
been  monitoring  the  resolution’s 
progress  through  this  year’s  an¬ 
nual  conference  sessions. 

She  said  her  conference  debat¬ 
ed  the  resolution  in  committee 
and  deferred  it  to  1 990. 

“Our  concern  [as  conference 
lay  leaders]  has  been  how  to  take 
these  resolutions  and  get  some¬ 
thing  done,”  Mrs.  Henderson 
said.  "We’ve  really  got  to  get 
with  it.” 

The  lay  leaders  are  not  dis¬ 
suaded  from  their  campaign  by 
recent  attempts  by  such  brewers 
as  Anheuser-Busch  and  Miller  to 
promote  moderation  in  drinking, 
Mr.  Salmon  said. 

“Those  ads  are  calculated  to 
enlist  young  people  into  drinking 
alcohol  early  enough  so  that 
they’ll  get  hooked,”  he  said. 
"The  beer  and  wine  sellers  really 
have  brought  this  reaction  on 
themselves.” 


Besides  joining  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  other  states  in  supporting  a 
ban  on  alcohol  advertising  on  ra¬ 
dio  and  TV  (see  related  map  and 
story),  the  Florida  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  plans  to  train  pastors  in  alco¬ 
hol  and  drug-abuse  counseling. 

The  idea  originated  with  Miami 
United  Methodists  and  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Florida  conference’s 
lay  activities  division,  said  Jody  P. 
Moxley,  conference  lay  leader. 

Annual  conference  members  ap¬ 
proved  the  program  this  spring  and 


sent  it  to  the  conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  and  two  work 
areas — Health  and  Welfare  and 
Church  and  Society — for  imple¬ 
mentation,  Mrs.  Moxley  said. 

Florida,  with  1,000  miles  of 
coastline  and  nearness  to  Latin 
American  suppliers,  has  strug¬ 
gled  against  drug  trafficking  for 
two  decades. 

Miami  is  known  as  a  major 
drug  trafficking  center,  especially 
for  cocaine  smuggling. 

Despite  stiff  penalties  for  driv¬ 
ing  while  intoxicated,  Florida 


Highway  Patrol  statistics  show  the 
state  also  has  a  significant  toll  of 
alcohol-related  highway  deaths. 
That’s  especially  true  during  win¬ 
ter  tourist  season  and  the  spring- 
break  influx  of  college  students. 

"Both  laity  and  clergy  in  Florida 
see  the  tremendous  need  for  helps 
to  local  congregations  concerning 
the  use  and  abuse  of  alcohol  and 
other  drugs,”  Mrs.  Moxley  said. 
“Families  are  being  tom  apart 
with  these  problems,  and  helps  are 
so  desperately  needed." 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Mozambique's  neediest  caught  up  in  war 


NEW  1990 

SKIING  AT  GLORIETA 
AND  RIDGECREST 

Glorieta 

New  Year’s  Ski  Bible  Conference 
December  28-January  1 
Holiday  Ski  Bible  Conference 
January  12-16 

Sweetheart  Ski  Bible  Conference 
February  9-13 

Carnival  Ski  Bible  Conference 
February  24-28 
Spring  Skifest  1 
March  10-14 
Spring  Skifest  2 
March  17-21 
Spring  Skifest  3 
March  24-28 

Ongoing  Ski  Bible  Conference 
December  8 — April  1 5 


Call  or  write  for  more  information: 
Glorieta  Baptist  Conference  Center 
Box  8 

Glorieta,  NM  87535 
(505)  757-6161 


Ridgecrest 

New  Year's  Ski  Bible  Conference 
December  29-January  1 
Holiday  Ski  Bible  Conference 
January  12-15 

Sweetheart  Ski  Bible  Conference 
February  9-1 1 

Ongoing  Ski  Bible  Conference 
January  1 — February  16 


Call  or  wnte  for  more  information: 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center 
Box  128 

Ridgecrest.  NC  28770 
(704)  669-8022 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

“I  saw  an  8-year-old  girl  [who] 
had  been  stabbed  in  the  hips  nu¬ 
merous  times,  apparently  because 
she  couldn’t  run  fast  enough  to  es¬ 
cape  her  attackers.” 

United  Methodist  Jung  Soon  Berg¬ 
man  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  was  describ¬ 
ing  what  she  saw  and  heard  during  a 
visit  last  month  to  Chicuque  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  Mozambique. 

She  was  one  of  several  Korean- 
American  United  Methodists  who 
visited  the  UM-related  hospital,  200 
miles  north  of  Maputo. 

Stories  of  devastating  attacks  on 
Mozambicans  are  typical  of  those 
told  by  United  Methodists  who  visit¬ 
ed  the  southeastern  African  country 
last  month. 

U.S.  church  members  are  being 
asked  to  make  a  one-time  special 
offering  Sept.  17  to  aid  Mozambi¬ 
can  church  members. 


TRINITY  STUDIES 

,  J7A«  JMin  rutty  SP'boy'uvm 

1-800-848-2131 


Peniel 

At  Peniel  Jacob  wrestled  all  night.  In  this 

Peniel  witness  preaching  with  sweat- 
stains  and  a  limp  of  genuine  encounter. 

S4  each.  S12  one  year:  four  issues 
Peniel.  P.O.  Bo*  408.  Oepl.  SRI.  Indianola.  IA5Q12S 


CUSTOM 
PEW  CUSHIONS 

made  to  fit  your  pews-  choice  of 
styles  and  colors 

Loose  reversible-  straight  or  curved 
Fitted-  seats  and/or  backs 
For  more  information,  call  or  write: 

LITURGICAL  DESIGNS 
341  Arcadia 

Hurst,  Texas  76053-6136 
(817)  595-3550 


WESLEY 

VILLAGE 

A  Senior  Living 
Community 

2800  Loy  Lake  Rd. 
Denison,  TX  75020 
(214)  465-6463 


Partnership  j 
in  Missions  | 


ADWNCE  No  gift  too  small 


The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  has  designated  Sept.  17  as 
a  day  every  United  Methodist  can 
show  support  for  the  churches  and 
people  of  Mozambique. 

The  one-time  offering  will  be  ad¬ 
ministered  through  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church — the  United 
Methodist  second-mile  giving  pro¬ 
gram.  All  the  money  will  go  directly 
to  mission  programs  in  Mozambique. 

The  Advance  number  for  the  spe¬ 
cial  offering  is  010804-7  RA. 


Proceeds  from  the  bishops’  spe¬ 
cial  offering  will  be  used  for: 

■  Chicuque  hospital,  which  is  “in 
desperate  need  of  supplies,”  said 
Ms.  Bergman. 

■  Feeding  the  homeless — includ¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  pastors  and 
their  families — who  had  to  flee  vio¬ 
lence. 

Illinois  pastor 
to  reimburse 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  special  fund  has  been  set  up  by 
an  Illinois  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  to  help  George  and  Mazel  Stites, 
the  Renton,  Wash.,  couple  rejected  as 
missionary  candidates  last  month. 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Muir  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Wat- 
seka.  Ill. — who  has  never  met  the  Sti- 
teses — said  the  fund  is  to  reimburse 
the  couple  “for  their  financial  losses 
and  to  help  them  get  re-established." 

Mr.  Muir  said  the  fund's  ceiling 
would  be  set  at  about  $30,000,  pend¬ 
ing  a  budget  estimate  from  the  couple. 

“I  think  we  have  a  moral  obliga¬ 
tion  as  United  Methodists  to  help  a 
family  that  was  willing  to  sacrifice  so 
much  to  serve  our  Lord,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Stites  had  quit  his  job  with 
the  Seattle  transit  system,  and  the 
couple  had  leased  their  house  and 
sacrificed  household  furnishings  at 
auction  because  they  expected  to  be 
sent  to  Zaire  (see  UMR,  Sept.  1). 

The  Stiteses  were  told  by  officials 
of  the  denomination’s  mission 
board  at  the  close  of  a  three-week 
training  event  in  Atlanta  that  their 
two  teen-age  children  wouldn’t 
adapt  well  to  life  in  that  African 
country  (see  UMR,  Sept.  8). 


■  Resettling  displaced  Mozambi¬ 
can  families. 

■  Training  new  pastors  to  serve 
new"  congregations. 

Mozambique  is  in  a  crisis  because 
of  a  civil  war  between  government 
forces  and  rebel  bandits. 

A  United  Methodist  world  mis¬ 
sion  board  report  said,  “Renamo 
rebels  have  helped  to  turn  the  entire 
country  of  1 5  million  into  a  destabi¬ 
lized  nation  of  refugees  through  in¬ 
discriminate  killings,  kidnapings 
and  destruction  of  farms,  crops, 
medical  facilities  and  supplies." 

Statistics  about  Mozambique 
from  the  mission  board  reveal: 

•  4.6  million  people  are  at  risk  of 
starvation. 

•  1.8  million  people  are  internal¬ 
ly  displaced. 

•  420,000  refugees  are  in  border¬ 
ing  countries. 

•  Only  625  children  of  every 
1,000  live  to  age  5. 

Despite  these  startling  figures. 
United  Methodism  is  growing,  said 
Bishop  Joao  Somane  Machado.  The 
annual  conference  has  a  membership 
of  40,000. 

creates  fund 
Stites  family 

After  they  were  rejected,  the  Sti¬ 
teses  returned  to  Renton,  Wash., 
where  they  are  living  in  a  rented 
apartment.  Mr.  Stites  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  last  week  that  he  had  been  re- 
hired  by  Seattle’s  transit  system. 

The  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman, 
head  of  United  Methodism’s  over¬ 
seas  mission  division,  said  the  mis¬ 
sion  board  is  continuing  a  stipend 
of  $850  and  rent  supplement  of 
$525  per  month  for  the  Stiteses 
through  October. 

Dr.  Harman  said  last  week  that 
the  couple  had  not  raised  the  issue 
of  reimbursement  for  furniture  and 
lost  wages  with  the  board. 

“I’m  always  glad  to  know  that 
there  are  people  in  the  community 
of  faith  who  are  ready  to  help,”  he 
said  of  the  special  fund. 

Mr.  Muir  established  the  fund  at 
a  Watseka  bank  with  the  help  of  its 
president,  John  Rodda,  a  member 
of  his  congregation. 

Mr.  Rodda  said  contributions  can 
be  sent  to:  “The  George  and  Mazel 
Stites  Reimbursement  Fund,”  P.O. 
Box  447,  Watseka,  Ill.  60970. 

Any  excess  will  be  contributed  to 
an  Urbana,  Ill.,  children’s  home  sup¬ 
ported  by  United  Methodism’s 
Women's  Division,  he  said. 


PHOTO  BY  lOEl  CHIGIANRE 

MAPUTO,  Mozambique — Displaced  refugees  wait  for  food  follow¬ 
ing  a  raid  by  rebel  fighters  in  Mozambique.  The  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  has  designated  Sunday,  Sept.  17,  for  a  special  of¬ 
fering  to  assist  Mozambicans  through  the  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

ORGANIST/ASSOCIATE  MUSIC  DIRECTOR 
half-time  position  at  1200-member  suburban 
church  with  47  rank  Moller  antiphonal  pipe  or¬ 
gan.  Responsibilities  include:  2  Sunday  services, 
accompanying  choir  rehearsals,  directing  one 

SAVE!  HURRY!  SPECIAL  INTRODUCTORY 
quantity  prices  for  “Joyful  Noise"  song  book 
(192  pages,  y/*xi'U,  225  songs  compiled  Larry  Ei- 
senberg,  large  print).  400  ordered  by  Australia! 
Now  postpaid:  20-49,  $3.50  each;  50-99,  $3.00; 
100  or  more,  $2.75.  Only  1,800  of  10,000  re¬ 
maining.  Used  Purdue  Men’s  Congress.  Second 
printing:  $4.50,  1-4;  $3.50,  5  or  more,  plus  post¬ 
age.  Order  World  Around  Songs,  5790  Highway 
80S,  Burnsville,  NC  28714. 

Stokes,  Music  Committee,  Webster  Hills  UMC, 
698  West  Lockwood,  Webster  Groves,  MO 
63119. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/CHORAL  Director 
needed  for  established,  dynamic  church  in  North 
Florida.  Beginning  date  available  by  October  1, 

1 989.  Resume  needed  immediately.  Facilities  ex¬ 
cellent.  Pipe  organ.  Music  programs  growing. 
Choirs  for  all  ages  and  handbells  program.  Salary 

FAST  GROWING  SOUTH  FLORIDA  church 
with  over  1200  members  and  an  exciting  “all 
ages"  music  program  includingchoirs  and  hand¬ 
bell  choirs,  has  an  opening  for  Director  of  Music. 
Salary  $24,000-  $26,000  depending  on  your  expe¬ 
rience.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  625  NE  2nd  Avenue,  Boca  Raton,  FL 
33432. 

materials  to:  The  Rev.  George  Dettman,  1801  S. 
Marion  St.,  Lake  City,  FL  32055. 

YEAR-ROUND  POSITION  AVAILABLE  to  an 
individual  or  couple  seeking  to  serve  in  the  min¬ 
istry  of  camping  as  a  manager/director.  The 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  a  17  acre  camp  and  conference 

NEED  68  NEW  OR  USED  simple,  wire,  single, 
under  seat  hymnal  holders.  Contact:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  625  5th  St.,  Brookings,  SD 
•  57006. 

reel  inquiries,  resume  and  letters  of  reference  to: 
Bruce  Nelson,  Program  Director,  P.O.  Box  846, 
Williams  Bay,  WI  53191.  Deadline:  October  15. 
The  Northern  Illinois  Conference  is  an  equal  op- 
portunity  affirmative  action  employer.  | 

CAMPUS  PASTOR  (ordained,  United  Method¬ 
ist),  full-time  position  at  Wesley  Foundation, 
University  of  Oregon.  Address  inquiries  to: 
Search  Committee.  440  Maxwell  Road,  Eugene, 
OR  97404. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  FOR  2700-member 
church  needed.  Responsible  for  chancel  choir  and 
coordinating  12-person  part-time  music  staff.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Dr.  Dan  Bonner.  First  United  Method- 
ist  Church,  330  N.  Broadway.  Wichita,  KS  67202 
by  September  30th. 

STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS  SOUGHT.  De¬ 
pictions  of  Christ  preferred.  Contact:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  248,  Tonkawa, 
OK  74653.  (405)  628-2309 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries.  1650-member  church.  Clergy,  diaco- 
nal  or  certified  lay  person  with  experience.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  A1  Hammer,  St.  John's  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boulevard, 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33884. 

THE  RACETRACK  CHAPLAINCY  OF  TEXAS 
is  seeking  eight  chaplains  for  Texas  tracks  and  an 
executive  director.  Ordained  ministers,  a  back- 
ground  in  counseling  and  racing  industry  knowl- 
edge  are  preferred.  Send  resumes  to:  RTCT,  825 
W.  Vickery.  Fort  Worth,  TX  76104.  Phone  (817) 
332-2715. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067,627-9507. 

CHAPLAIN/DIRECTOR  OF  PASTORAL  Care. 

U. M.-  related  retirement  community  consisting 
of  200  independent  residents  and  1 20  nursing  pa- 
tients  seeks  clinically  trained  chaplain.  Experi¬ 
ence  with  elderly  preferred.  Progressive  organiza¬ 
tion.  Send  resume  to:  Evangelical  Manor,  8401 
Roosevelt  Blvd.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19152,  Attn: 

V.  Scicchitano. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 
Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Ca¬ 
nal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30 
a.m.  Worship:  1 1 :00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  do  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38. 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT 
Ministries  for  a  large  downtown  church.  Salary  is 
negotiable;  excellent  benefits.  Send  resume  to: 
Dr.  Clint  Burleson,  723  Center,  Little  Rock.  AR 
72201 .  Telephone:  (501 )  372-2256.  1 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Methodist-background  Harvard  prof 
specializes  in  major  world  religions 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

MOSCOW— The  World  Council 
of  Churches'  chartered  buses  had 
barely  unloaded  their  church-leader 
passengers  inside  the  Kremlin  walls 
recently  before  Diana  Eck  was  off 
to  chat  with  tourists  clothed  in  the 
saffron  robes  of  Buddhist  monks. 

At  the  WCC’s  Central  Committee 
meeting,  Dr.  Eck — a  Harvard  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Sanskrit  and  Indian  stud¬ 
ies— could  be  seen  frequently  with 
delegates  from  the  Indian  Sub-con¬ 
tinent  whose  terrain  and  faiths  she 
knows  well. 

Raised  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bozeman,  Mont.,  she  left 
Montana  in  the  early  1960s  to  at¬ 
tend  Smith  College  in  North 
Hampton,  Mass. 

During  a  year  abroad  she  studied 
in  Banaras,  India. 

Many  questions  raised 

She  called  that  experience  “cen¬ 
tral”  to  her  academic  life  today  and 
to  her  work  with  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  which  she  serves  as 
moderator  of  its  working  group  on 
People  of  Living  Faiths. 

“Banaras  raised  many  questions 
for  me,”  she  said.  “The  religious 
tradition  was  very  different  than 
my  own. 

“It  expressed  itself  elaborately  in 
rituals.” 

Chief  among  her  questions: 
“What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  person 
of  another  faith?” 

Graduate  studies  in  London  and 
friendships  at  the  School  of  African 
and  Oriental  Studies  took  her  deep¬ 
er  into  the  origins  and  practices  of 
other  faiths. 

She  returned  to  Harvard  to  do  a 
doctorate  in  the  comparative  study 
of  religion  and  has  taught  there 
since  1976. 

A  great  deal  of  interfaith  dialogue 


is  carried  out  at  the  theological  lev¬ 
el,  she  said. 

But  the  question  that  ordinary 
Christians  most  often  ask — “What 
is  God  up  to  in  the  life  of  my  neigh¬ 
bor?” — is  not  so  much  about  sys¬ 
tematic  theology  as  about  “practical 
theology,”  she  added. 

“Even  people  with  very  little 
knowledge  of  other  religions  see 
that  it’s  absolutely  critical  to  be  en¬ 
gaged  with  peoples  of  other  faiths,” 
she  said. 

She  noted  that  in  the  United 
States  Christians  live  side-by-side 


with  Moslems,  Hindus,  Jains  and 
Buddhists. 

For  example.  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  has  had  a  mosque  since  1934, 
Dr.  Eck  said. 

Cambodian,  Korean  and  Tibetan 
Buddhists  meditate  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  centers  in  Boston,  Denver,  San 
Francisco  and  Washington,  D.C., 
and  the  Sikhs  established  their  first 
society  in  Stockton,  Calif.,  in  1912 — 
the  same  year  that  her  grandparents 
came  from  Sweden  to  Montana  with 
one  book,  the  Bible. 

To  help  “ordinary  Christians,” — 


by  which  Dr.  Eck  means  “most  of 
us” — dialogue  with  people  of  other 
faiths,  she  created  the  WCC  study 
project  "My  Neighbour’s  Faith — 
and  Mine.”  It  has  been  translated 
into  1 8  languages  and  is  used  by  ec¬ 
umenical  study  centers,  theology 
schools  and  by  sources  of  denomi¬ 
nations  for  study  groups.  Recently 
the  Presbyterian  Church  adopted  it 
as  part  of  a  five-year  study. 

Dr.  Eck  designed  it  to  promote 
and  facilitate  interfaith  dialogue, 
both  formally  and  informally. 

“Dialogue,”  she  is  quick  to  add, 
does  not  mean  “to  agree,  but  rather 
to  listen,  understand,  be  related  to.” 

The  study  project  requires  that’ 
Christians  do  some  homework  and 
reflect  on  their  encounters  with 
neighbors  of  other  faiths. 

Is  God  listening? 

"It  asks  questions  that  will  enable 
us  to  reflect  on  the  meaning  of  these 
encounters  and  to  look  at  the  kinds 
of  inquiries  they  raise.”  she  said. 

“Is  our  God  listening?”  is  the 
kind  of  question  that  “professional 
theologians  are  often  too  sophisti¬ 
cated  or  too  uncomfortable  to  ask,” 
she  said. 

When  she  is  not  flying  to  meet¬ 
ings  or  lectures  or  teaching  and 
writing  at  Harvard,  Dr.  Eck  has 
found  time  to  rebuild  a  Victorian 
home  in  Cambridge,  Mass. 

She  served  as  general  contractor, 
truck  driver  and  ran  a  construction 
crew  during  a  recent  sabbatical. 

Although  she’s  unlikely  to  have  a 
free  semester  soon,  she  hopes  to  com¬ 
plete  a  project  on  popular  religion 
and  the  pilgrimage  tradition  in  India. 

The  book  would  serve  as  a  “sa¬ 
cred  geography”  of  a  country  where 
she  has  hiked,  climbed  and  been  to 
the  headwaters  of  five  sacred  rivers. 

Ms.  Lefevere  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Tenafly,  NIJ. 
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MOSCOW — A  leading  participant  in  recent  World  Council  of 
Churches'  policymaking  sessions  in  Moscow  was  Dr.  Diana  Eck. 
Raised  a  Methodist  in  Montana,  she  is  a  Harvard  University  profes¬ 
sor  specializing  in  religions  of  India. 


History  of  Hymns  -  - 

Fourth-century  text  set  to  plainsong  tune 


Of  the  Father's  love  begotten 
Ere  the  worlds  began  to  be. 

He  is  Alpha  and  Omega, 

He  the  source,  the  ending  he. 

Of  the  things  that  are.  that  have 
been. 

And  that  future  years  shall  see, 
Evermore  and  evermore. 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

Aurelius  Clemens  Prudentius,  a 
Christian  poet  of  the  fourth  centu¬ 
ry,  was  born  in  northern  Spain. 
Well-educated,  firmly  schooled  in 


law,  he  was  twice  appointed  a  magis¬ 
trate.  Emperor  Theodosius  brought 
Prudentius  to  Rome  and  appointed 
him  to  a  high  office  in  379. 

The  imperial  city,  the  Christian 
basilicas  and  the  tombs  of  the  apos¬ 
tles  and  martyrs  held  a  great  fasci¬ 
nation  for  Prudentius.  However,  he 
became  disenchanted  with  court  life 
and  retired  to  a  life  of  poverty  and 
seclusion. 

At  age  57  he  entered  a  monastery 
and  spent  his  days  in  prayer  and  med- 


Faith  stories  related 
in  videotape  series 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Leading  reli¬ 
gious  and  secular  thinkers  respond 
to  age-old  questions  of  belief  and 
meaning  in  a  new  set  of  26  video¬ 
tapes  produced  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  and 
Trinity  Parish  in  New  York. 

The  series,  “Faces  on  Faith,” 
is  being  shown  on  the  interfaith 
VISN  cable  television  network 
and  is  available  for  sale  and  rent¬ 
al  from  EcuFilm,  an  ecumenical 
film  marketing  unit  of  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  programs  feature  promi¬ 
nent  personalities,  sharing  their 
faith  and  ideas  about  such  ques¬ 
tions  as  what  happens  after 


death,  the  problem  of  evil,  what 
prayer  means  to  them,  and  what 
gives  their  lives  meaning. 

Featured  personalities  include 
South  African  Archbishop  Des¬ 
mond  Tutu;  Bemie  Siegel,  physi¬ 
cian  and  author  of  the  best¬ 
selling  “Love,  Medicine  and  Mir¬ 
acles”;  Rabbi  Harold  Kushner, 
author  of  the  best-selling  “When 
Bad  Things  Happen  to  Good 
People”;  Madeleine  L’Engle,  au¬ 
thor  of  more  than  25  books,  in¬ 
cluding  the  prize-winning  “A 
Wrinkle  in  Time”;  and  Harvey 
Cox,  a  Harvard  professor  and  a 
leader  in  interfaith  dialogues. 

Furman  York,  EcuFilm  direc¬ 
tor,  called  the  series  a  significant 
contribution  to  the  video  market. 


Need  church  address? 
InfoServ  has  answer 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Anyone  who 
needs  addresses  of  particular  local 
churches  or  ministers  may  turn  to  a 
new  service  by  InfoServ,  the  15- 
year-old  nationwide  telephone  ser¬ 
vice  administered  by  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  new  “Local  Church  Ad¬ 
dress  Line”  is  available  9  a.m.-l 
p.m.  (Central  Time)  Monday 
through  Friday. 

Woodley  McEachem,  InfoServ 


director,  said  the  new  service  has 
been  established  to  enable 
“church-to-church  connection 
for  transfer  of  church  member¬ 
ship  and  church  and  clergy  corre¬ 
spondence.” 

In  compliance  with  policies 
governing  United  Methodist 
agencies,  mailing  lists  will  not  be 
given  or  updated,  she  added. 

Only  single,  unrelated  address¬ 
es  will  be  provided. 

The  toll-free  number  is  (800) 
874-3211. 


itation  and  in  writing  sacred  poetry, 
hymns  and  devotional  literature. 

In  his  writings,  Prudentius  sought 
to  glorify  God  and  to  speak  out  boldy 
against  heresy  and  heathen  rites. 

For  example,  he  appealed  to  Em¬ 
peror  Honoris  to  stop  the  slaughter  of 
animals  and  gladiators  in  the  Colosse¬ 
um.  These  were  stopped  in  404,  after 
the  monk,  Telemachus,  was  killed 
while  trying  to  stop  the  gladiators 
from  killing  each  other. 

Hymns  that  Prudentius  wrote 
were  personal  and  devotional  in 
character,  not  intended  for  public 
worship.  However,  selections  from 
his  hymns  have  been  appropriately 
used  to  the  enrichment  of  the 
church's  song. 

Numerous  translations  have  been 
made  of  his  poem  that  begins,  “Da 
puer  plectrum,  choreis  ut  canam  fi- 


delibus,"  but  by  far  the  most  famil¬ 
iar  is  “Of  the  Father’s  love 
begotten,”  by  John  Mason  Neale 
and  Henry  W.  Baker,  1 859. 

Appropriately,  the  music  found  in 
our  hymnals  for  this  text  is  a  plain- 
song  melody  that  has  been  associated 
with  the  Latin  text  since  the  13th 
century.  Plainsong  is  the  liturgical 
music  of  the  Roman  Church — beau¬ 
tiful,  simple,  sung  in  unison,  with  the 
accent  of  the  music  determined  by 
the  accent  of  the  words. 

The  setting  of  the  music  most 
generally  used  was  made  by  Canon 
Winfred  Douglas  for  the  Episcopal 
Church's  “Hymnal  1940." 

Here  is  a  song  that  sings  in  joyful 
praise  of  Jesus  Christ. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"There  Is  Sunshine  In  My  Soul  Today" 


Strong  black  churches 
sought  by  new  project 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— Plans  for 
strengthening  and  undergirding 
black  churches  are  being  formulated 
by  the  Black  Church  Networker 
Project,  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion’s  council  on  ministries. 

Three  project  subcommittees  met 
recently  “to  design  a  continuing 
education  event  for  black  pastors  in 
the  jurisdiction,”  for  1990,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  Henry  Masters  of 
Dallas,  project  coordinator. 

The  networking  project  was  initi¬ 
ated  after  a  survey  of  the  eight-state 
jurisdiction  “identified  the  priority 
needs  of  black  churches,”  Mr.  Mas¬ 
ters  said. 

In  addition  to  the  network,  sub¬ 
committees  are  exploring  how  to 
make  evangelism  more  effective  in 
the  black  community  and  ways  to 
strengthen  black  laity. 

The  Rev.  J.  Walter  Lofton,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Little  Rock 
United  Methodist  Conference 
council  on  ministries  and  a  subcom¬ 
mittee  chairman,  said  the  project  is 
a  grass  roots  effort  that  will  not  cir¬ 
cumvent  programs,  training  and  re¬ 
sources  offered  by  the  church,  but 


complement  them. 

Since  1968,  when  the  all-black 
Central  Jurisdiction  was  dissolved 
and  black  churches  were  placed  in 
the  five  geographical  jurisdictions 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
valuable  networking  and  linkage  of 
black  churches  have  “disintegrat¬ 
ed"  and  many  black  churches  are 
“simply  surviving,”  according  to 
Mr.  Lofton. 

“The  ultimate  goal  is  to  bring 
them  from  a  survivalist  stance  to 
strong  churches  in  ministry,  in  mis¬ 
sion  and  in  service  to  God  . . .  and 
we  see  trained  clergy,  laity  and  the 
evangelization  of  the  whole  constit¬ 
uency  as  the  means  to  accomplish 
this,”  he  added. 

“Beyond  Survival"  has  been 
adopted  as  the  overall  theme  of  the 
networking  project. 

With  Mr.  Masters  and  Mr.  Lof¬ 
ton,  others  attending  were  the  Revs. 
La  Von  Kincaid  of  St.  Louis;  Rob¬ 
ert  Felder  of  San  Antonio,  Texas; 
and  C.E.  McAdoo,  Chester  Jones 
and  William  Robinson,  all  of  Little 
Rock. 

A  fall  meeting  of  the  total  project 
membership,  featuring  progress  re¬ 
ports  from  the  three  subcommit¬ 
tees,  is  next  on  the  agenda. 


Special  effort  seeks 
'women  of  color' 
who  teach  theology 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — A  special  effort  is 
being  made  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry  to  increase  the  number  of  “wom¬ 
en  of  color"  who  teach  theology. 

Only  one  of  31 1  ordained  women 
of  color  in  the  denomination  has  a 
Ph.D.,  said  officials  of  the  board's 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

The  division,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Office  of  Loans  and  Scholar¬ 
ships,  said  recently  that  it  will  grant 
five  scholarships  annually,  each  re¬ 
newable  for  three  years. 

The  “growing  number  of  Asian 
American,  black,  Hispanic  and  Na¬ 
tive  American  women  in  ordained 
ministry  has  not  been  encouraged 
to  pursue  Ph.D.  degrees,”  said  the 
Rev.  Kathy  Nickerson,  division 
staff  member. 

“This  scholarship  has  invited 
women  to  consider  a  calling  to 
teach  in  theological  education.” 

In  addition  to  financial  support, 
"mentors”  will  support  scholarship 
recipients  in  developing  individual 
programs  of  study. 

Angella  Current,  staff  executive 
for  the  board's  Office  of  Loans  and 
Scholarships,  said  the  “unique” 
mentor  program  “is  designed  to  en¬ 
able  participants  to  interact  with 


the  few  women  of  color  academics 
and  others  who  will  share  their  wis¬ 
dom,  struggles  and  learning.” 

Five  persons  were  named  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  scholarships  for  the  1989- 
90  academic  year. 

They  are: 

■  Youtha  Hardman-Cromwell, 
an  elder  in  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference  who  is  enrolled  in  the 
Ph.D.  program  in  educational  ad¬ 
ministration  at  American  Universi¬ 
ty,  Washington,  D  C. 

■  Ai  Ra  Kim.  an  elder  in  the 
Northern  New  Jersey  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  who  is  enrolled  in  the  Ph.D. 
program  in  religion  and  society  at 
Drew  University,  Madison,  N.J. 

■  Tumani  Mutasa  Nyajeka,  an  el¬ 
der  in  the  Zimbabwe  (Africa)  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  who  plans  to  enroll  in 
the  Ph.D.  program  in  church  histo¬ 
ry  at  Northwestern  University,  Ev¬ 
anston,  III. 

■  Rosetta  Ross,  a  candidate  for 
ordained  ministry  in  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  Annual  Conference  who  is  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  Ph.D.  program  in  ethics 
at  Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

■  Linda  Thomas,  an  elder  in  the 
New  York  Annual  Conference  who 
is  enrolled  in  the  Ph.D.  program  in 
anthropology  at  American  Univer¬ 
sity,  Washington,  D,C. 


Reviews  _ 

Fundamentally  uptight? 

“Fundamentalism:  Hazards  and  Heartbreaks,  ”  by  Rod  L.  Evans  and  Ir¬ 
win  M.  Berent.  La  Salle,  III.:  Open  Court  Publishing  Co.,  1989.  $26.95, 
cloth;  $11.95,  paperback. 

By  JEFFERSON  D.  CASKEY 

For  the  devout  Christian  as  well  as  for  many  nonchurchgoers,  fun¬ 
damentalism  is  a  topic  of  major  interest.  To  many  it  is  a  cause  of 
deep  concern,  sometimes  anxiety. 

Newspapers  and  magazines  regularly  carryarticles  featuring  funda¬ 
mentalism  and  its  powerful  force  upon  the  American  people,  and  tel¬ 
evangelists  preach  to  congregations  who  are  militant,  supporting 
fundamentalists.  Possibly  as  many  as  one-third  of  the  American  pop¬ 
ulation  have  at  least  some  fundamentalist  attitudes. 

Fundamentalism  has  been  prevalent  in  some  form  for  a  large  part 
of  the  20th  century.  There  was  a  time  when  church  members  crusad¬ 
ed  against  a  movement  in  modem  biblical  criticism,  liberalism,  the 
theory  of  evolution,  and  rationalism. 

But  what  is  fundamentalism?  Certainly  it  can  no  longer  be  thought 
of  as  a  movement  in  Christianity  but  as  an  ideology.  Fundamental¬ 
ism  adheres  closely  to  the  belief  that  the  Bible  is  free  from  error,  that 
it  is  historically  reliable,  and  that  it  represents  God’s  communication 
with  humanity.  To  the  fundamentalists  the  Bible  is  their  primary 
doctrine  of  faith. 

Of  all  the  books  on  this  timely  subject,  Fundamentalism:  Hazards 
and  Heartbreaks  by  Rod  Evans  and  Irwin  Berent  is  one  that  can  be 
read  with  understanding  by  scholars  and  laypersons  alike.  Its  ap¬ 
proach  is  critical,  but  it  is  lacking  in  disrespect  and  ridicule. 

The  authors  aim  to  help  the  fundamentalists  and  the  non-funda¬ 
mentalists  understand  each  other  better.  For  those  who  have  become 
dissatisfied  with  fundamentalism,  for  those  who  have  left  their  fun¬ 
damentalist  beliefs  and  now  want  to  come  to  terms  with  an  experi¬ 
ence  they  can  no  longer  follow,  and  for  those  continuously  searching 
the  Bible  for  a  reasonable  approach,  there  is  help. 

Among  the  twelve  chapters  in  Fundamentalism  .  .  the  reader  will 
find  worthwhile  information  on  such  pertinent  topics  as  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  Revs.  Jerry  Falwell  and  Pat  Robertson;  the  infallibility  of 
the  Bible;  a  balanced  view  of  Jesus  which  includes  His  teaching  meth¬ 
ods.  some  of  His  controversial  teachings,  who  goes  to  Hell  and  who 
shall  be  saved. 

It  must  be  emphasized  that  Evans  and  Bemet  wrote  Fundamental¬ 
ism  .  .  with  a  deep  respect  for  the  Bible.  However,  both  argue  that  it 
is  a  human  product  and  is  not  free  from  error. 

At  no  time  do  they  write  of  fundamentalists  as  being  mindless,  ig¬ 
norant  people.  They  demonstrate,  instead,  precisely  why  fundamen¬ 
talists  often  misunderstand  the  Bible  and  the  painful  consequences 
that  can  result. 

lefferson  D.  Caskey  is  a  professor  of  library  science  at  Western  Kentucky  University 
in  Bowling  Green  and  a  frequent  reviewer  for  the  Reporter. 

This  we  believe  in 

“The  Church  We  Believe  In,  ”  by  Francis  Sullivan,  blew  York:  Paulist 
Press,  1988,  241  pages,  $9.95. 

By  JEFFREY  GROS 

History  may  characterize  the  1988  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  as  having  had  the  most  dramatic  impact  on  church  and  theol¬ 
ogy  of  any  conference  in  the  20th  century — if  the  affirmations  of 
“Our  Theological  Task”  and  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union  con¬ 
sensus  documents  adopted  by  that  body  become  instruments  of  re¬ 
newal  in  congregations  and  church  life. 

Certainly  the  affirmation  of  the  Methodist  heritage  as  heir  to  the 
Christian  riches  throughout  the  ages  places  the  hopes  for  church  re¬ 
form  at  the  center  of  one’s  Christian  identity. 

This  short  volume  of  essays  on  the  church  is  a  rich  resource  of 
prayer,  reflection  and  hope  in  the  pilgrimage  of  the  People  of  God. 

The  book  can  be  seen  as  a  set  of  biblical  meditations  on  the  church. 
While  many  chapters  go  into  technical  theological  detail  that  may  be 
of  interest  to  the  more  educated  pastor  or  layperson,  the  general  ap¬ 
proach  is  to  see  the  nature  and  mission  of  the  church  in  its  most  spiri¬ 
tual  and  ecumenical  light. 

The  author  is  a  seasoned  ecumenist  who  relies  on  numerous  ecu¬ 
menical  documents,  the  Methodist-Catholic  dialogue  among  them. 

The  chapters  cover  the  relationship  of  the  church  to  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  holiness  of  the  church,  its  relationship  to  salvation, 
the  apostolic  character  of  the  Christian  community,  its  universality 
and  sacramentality,  and  the  reality  of  membership  in  the  true  church. 

A  chapter  on  apostolicity  in  the  ecumenical  dialogues  will  be  of 
particular  importance  to  United  Methodists  as  they  work  to  renew 
their  ecumenical  commitments  and  formulations  of  faith. 

leffrey  Gros  is  director  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order,  National  Council  of 
Churches  in  the  U.S.A. 


SEPTEMBER  IS,  1989 


LISTENING  ATTENTIVELY  —  Special  emphasis  was  given  by  Rosalie 
Branigan  on  how  to  incorporate  all  participants  in  any  worship  ex¬ 
perience  during  DCYM  Training. 


SETTINGS  FOR  WORSHIP  —  Rosalie  Branigan  led  workshops  deal¬ 
ing  with  different  types  of  worship  experiences  for  the  DCYM 
Training  held  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 


DCYM  GANG  —  All  participants  of  DCYM  Training  held  June  8-10, 
1989  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  came  together  to  pose  for 
this  picture. 


Districts  Select  New  CCYM  Representatives 

DCYM's  have  selected  lQSQ.oo  rrvw  ivtttviritdc  — ——————  -  ■ 


The  District  DCYM’s  have  selected 
their  new  youth  representatives  and  the 
District  Nominating  Committees  have 
selected  their  adult  youth  coordinators 
to  serve  on  the  Conference  Council  on 
Youth  Ministries  for  the  1989-90  year. 
Each  district  elects  two  youth  represen¬ 
tatives  and  one  alternate.  The  District 
Youth  Coordinators,  along  with  their 
associate  coordinators,  are  also  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  CCYM. 

If  your  church  is  not  involved  in  the 
youth  programs  in  your  district,  contact 
your  District  representatives  for  infor¬ 
mation  about  becoming  involved. 

The  CCYM  representatives  are: 


1989-90  CCYM  MEMBERS 
OFFICERS 
President:  Brian  Smith 
Vice-President:  Heather  Dove 
Secretary:  Kayla  Giron 
YSF  Committee:  Eric  Robinson, 
Kenny  Morrow,  Delane  Morrow 
Executive  Committee:  Dolores  Giles 
and  Tom  Dolph 
ACADIANA  DISTRICT: 

Coordinator  Rev.  Robert  (Bob) 
Deich,  Davidson  Memorial- 
Lydia 

Assoc.  Coord.:  Rev.  Thomas  Dolph, 
First  UMC,  Lafayette 
Kayla  Giron,  St.  Mark 


Youth  Service  Fund 


Applications  for  Youth  Service 
Fund  monies  must  be  submitted  by 
December  1,  1989.  You  may  obtain 
an  application  from  the  Conference 
Office  or  from  your  pastor.  All  mon¬ 
ey  raised  for  Youth  Service  Fund  in 
1989  needs  to  be  turned  in  to  your 
local  church  treasurer  so  the  money 
can  be  forwarded  to  the  Conference 
Office  by  December  31, 1989. 

During  1988,  Youth  Service  Fund 
contributions  totaled  $5,796.67.  The 
Alexandria  District  donated  $231; 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District, 
$1,449.40;  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
District,  $374.40;  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict,  $463.50;  Monroe  District, 
$419.25;  New  Orleans-Houma  Dis¬ 
trict,  $369;  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District,  $170.55;  Ruston  District, 
$199.06;  and  Shreveport  District, 
$819.88.  Special  donations  were 
$1,300.63. 

The  Youth  Service  Fund  Project 
Committee  supported  four  in-state 
projects  and  four  out  of  state  proj¬ 
ects  through  the  donations  for  1988. 

Since  the  Louisiana  Conference 
has  some  new  districts,  you  can 
check  with  your  local  pastor,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  or  Conference 
Youth  Coordinator  to  find  out  how 
much  your  district  has  donated  to 
the  Youth  Service  Fund. 

1)  History/Philosophy 

Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is 
money  “raised  by  youth,  distribut¬ 
ed  by  youth,  to  projects  which  bene¬ 
fit  youth” 

—  it  is  an  attempt  to  help  youth 
“Reach  out  to  service  beyond  the 
local  church”  and  to  make  an  im¬ 
pact  upon  projects 

—  together  we  can  do  things 
which  we  could  not  do  individually 


II)  Process 

A)  Money  raised  at  the  local 
church  or  district  level 

B)  Money  sent  to  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference 

C)  30%  of  money  is  sent  to  Na¬ 
tional  Youth  Ministry  Organization 

1)  committee  of  youth  and  adults 
determine  how  money  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed 

D)  70%  of  money  stays  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

1)  up  to  30%  of  money  may  be 
used  for  administration 

2)  at  least  30%  of  money  is  dis¬ 
tributed  to  projects  in  conference 

3)  at  least  30%  of  money  is  dis¬ 
tributed  to  projects  outside  the  con¬ 
ference 

ill)  Resources 

A)  Share  The  Dream:  YSF  Man¬ 
ual  —  order  from  Discipleship 

B)  Youth  Service  Fund:  Share  the 
Dream  Brochure  —  order  from 
Discipleship 

C)  Skits  —  request  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  office  ■ 

D)  Songs  —  request  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  office 

E)  “The  Wizard  of  YSF”  —  Play 
—  request  from  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  office 

F)  "Parable  of  the  Prodigal 
Youth  Group”  —  request  from 
Louisiana 

G)  “The  Life  and  Loves  of  A 
Coke  Machine”  —  request  from 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  office 

H)  “Parable  For  YSF’  —  request 
from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
office 

I)  Fundraising  Ideas  —  request 
from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
office 


Christy  Arceneaux,  First 
Alt.:  Lucas  Doucet,  Davidson 
Memorial 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT: 

Coordinator:  David  Nugent,  First 
Assoc.  Coord:  Nelda  Tarver,  Nolley 
Lori  Bridges,  Nolley 
Stephanie  Tarver,  Nolley 
Alt.:  Edwin  Fields,  St.  Marks 
BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 
Coordinator:  Judy  Betz.  Jefferson 
Assoc.  Coord:  Leona  McCastle, 
Camphor 


Inga  Patterson,  Jordan 
Julie  Betz,  Jefferson 
**  Heather  Dove,  Jefferson 
Alt:  Cheri  Dauzat,  Ingleside 
LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Coordinator:  Jim  Schussler,  St. 
Luke-Simpson 

Assoc.  Coord.:  Mary  Boston,  First 
Jeff  Eilders,  First 
Leigh  Ann  Boston,  First 
*  Member-at-large:  Sher  Diaz, 
Warren 

Alt:  Emma  Seeley,  Luke-Simpson 


MONROE  DISTRICT 

Coordinator:  Delane  Morrow, 
McGuire 

Assoc.  Coord.:  Steve  Willis, 

McGuire 

Kenny  Morrow,  McGuire 

**  Eric  Robinson,  St.  Paul  (Monroe) 

Alt:  Allison  Stromberg,  First 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

Coordinator  Dolores  Giles.  Mount 
Zion 

Assoc.  Coord: 

Kendra  Jackson,  Mount  Zion 

Buffy  Stultz,  Rayne 

Alt:  Michael  Pierce,  Haven 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

Coordinator:  David  Cobbs,  Roberts 
Assoc.  Coord:  David  Martin,  St. 
Timothy 

LaQuida  Ricks,  Roberts 
Christy  Hill,  St.  Timothy 
ALT:  Chyrpre  Cobbs,  Roberts 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Coordinator  Rev.  David  DeWitt, 
Ringgold 

Assoc.  Coord:  Jay  Waalk,  First 
Heather  McLelland,  Lakeview 
Christina  Thomas,  First 
Alt.:  Michelle  Ballinger,  Lakeview 
SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
Coordinator:  Betty  Smith,  First 
Assoc.  Coord: 

Brian  Smith,  First 
Lori  Powell,  North  Highlands 
*  Member-at-large:  Wameca  Jones, 
St.  James 

Alt:  Kellie  Ramsey.  St.  Stephens 
YOUTH  COORDINATOR 
Carolyn  Dove 
527  North  Blvd., 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
(504)  346-1646,  H  (504)  293-5542 
*  indicates  Conference  At-Large 
Members 

**  indicates  Jurisdictional  Youth  Team 
Members 


Junior  High  Retreat 


Coming  Events: 


October  7, 1989 

Fall  Convocation,  First  UMC, 
Monroe —  10a.m.-3:30  p.m. 
October  27-29, 1989 

Junior  High  Retreat-Tall  Tim¬ 
bers,  Alexandria  —  Friday  7:30 
p.m.-Sunday  10:30  a.m. 

Dates  to  Remember: 

YSF  SUNDAY  —  April  29,  1990 

DCYM  Training  —  June  7-9, 
1990 

Spiritual  Life  Rally  —  July  9-13, 
1990 

International  Christian  Youth 
Conference  —  August  7-14,  1990 
OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  ADULT 
LEADERS  WITH  YOUTH: 

Caravan  for  Learning  (contact 
pastor  for  date  and  location  in  your 
area) 

Sunday  School  Fairs  —  April  21, 
1990  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette;  April 
28,  1 990  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 
FALL  CONVOCATION 

The  Youth  Fall  Convocation  is 
slated  for  Saturday,  October  7  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe.  Fall  Convo  is  a  day  set 


aside  for  junior  highs,  senior  highs 
and  youth  sponsors  to  get  together 
for  worship,  fellowship  and  a  con¬ 
cert. 

The  worship  for  the  event  is  led 
by  the  Conference  Council  on 
Youth  Ministry.  One  of  the  District 
Teams  of  the  CCYM  will  be  on 
hand  to  lead  the  fellowship. 

Another  feature  of  the  Convo  will 
be  a  concert  led  by  Kent  Kilboume. 
Kilboume  is  a  United  Methodist 
minister  related  to  the  Texas  Con¬ 
ference.  Through  his  ministry,  Kent 
enables  youth  and  adults  to  express 
their  faith  journey  in  song  and  to 
come  to  a  deeper  appreciation  of 
God’s  abiding  love. 

The  fee  is  $5  which  will  cover 
lunch,  the  concert  and  all  program 
costs,  but  snacks  will  be  sold  with 
the  profits  being  given  to  the  Youth 
Service  Fund.  The  registration  form 
and  fee  should  be  sent  to  Carolyn 
Dove,  Conference  Youth  Coordina¬ 
tor,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802,  no  later  than  Oc¬ 
tober  2. 


“Levels  of  Communication”  will 
be  the  theme  for  the  Junior  High 
Retreat  to  be  held  at  Tall  Timbers 
Center  in  Alexandria  October  27- 
29,  1989.  For  the  first  time  in  many 
years,  the  Junior  High  Retreat  will 
begin  on  Friday  evening  and  con¬ 
clude  Sunday  morning.  All  persons 
registered  should  plan  on  arriving 
at  7:30  p.m.  Friday,  October  27  and 
’depart  on  Sunday  at  10:30  a.m.,  Oc¬ 
tober  29. 

Areas  of  discussion  for  the  group 


will  deal  with  communicating  with 
parents,  peers,  family,  church  fam¬ 
ily  and  GOD. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $32.  Registra¬ 
tion  is  mandatory  and  must  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  October  12.  Please 
complete  this  form  and  mail  with 
check  to  Carolyn  Dove,  Conference 
Youth  Coordinator,  527  North  Bou¬ 
levard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 
Please  make  check  payable  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


Conference  Youth  Elect  1989-90  Officers 


On  June  9,  the  members  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Youth  Min¬ 
istries  elected  their  officers  for  the 
1 989-90  year.  Brian  Smith  from  the 
Shreveport  District  was  elected 
President  for  the  next  year.  Brian  is 
a  member  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  of  Bossier  City  and  has  served  on 
the  CCYM  for  the  past  four  years. 

Heather  Dove,  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict,  was  elected  Vice  President. 
Heather,  a  member  of  Jefferson 
UMC  of  Baton  Rouge,  has  served 
on  the  CCYM  for  two  years  and  is 
one  of  the  representatives  on  the  Ju¬ 
risdictional  Youth  Team. 

The  secretary  for  CCYM  is  Kayla 
Giron  from  St.  Mark  UMC  in  Ope¬ 
lousas.  This  will  be  Kayla’s  first  year 
to  serve  on  CCYM.  Two  youth  were 
selected  as  co-chairpersons  for  the 
Youth  Service  Fund.  Kenny  Mor¬ 


row,  member  of  McGuire  UMC  of 
West  Monroe  and  Eric  Robinson 
from  St.  Paul  UMC  of  Monroe,  will 
each  begin  their  second  year  on  the 
CCYM.  Both  representatives  are 
from  the  Monroe  District.  Eric  is 
also  one  of  the  representatives  on 
the  Jurisdictional  Youth  Team. 

Delane  Morrow,  McGuire  UMC 
of  West  Monroe,  was  elected  to 
serve  as  the  adult  on  the  Project  Re¬ 
view  Committee  for  Youth  Service 
Fund.  The  executive  committee  has 
responsibilities  for  the  operations  of 
the  CCYM  between  meetings.  Two 
district  youth  coordinators  were 
elected  to  serve  on  the  executive 
committee,  Dolores  Giles,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  the  New 
Orleans  District  and  Rev.  Thomas 
Dolph,  First  UMC,  Lafayette  in  the 
Acadiana  District. 


Junior  High  Retreat  Registration  Form 


Name  _ 

Address _ 

Church  _ 

Grade _ Parent’s  Signature 


M _ F _ 


.  City  - 


Name 
City  _ 

Phone 


MEDICAL  RELEASE 

_  Address _ 


State 


Zip. 


Person  to 
_  Notify:  _ 


In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required  I 
give  my  permission  to  the  church  staff  or  sponsor  to  obtain  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  a  licensed  physician.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediate¬ 
ly  concerning  any  such  emergency. 


Comments  or  medical  info: 


Signed: 


(Parent  or  Guardian) 


Date. 


Senior  High  Retreat 


NEW  OFFICERS  —  The  1989-90  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Min¬ 
istries'  are  pictured  above.  They  are  I.  to  r.,  Co-chairperson  YSF, 
Eric  Robinson,  YSF  Project  Review  Committee,  Delane  Morrow,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  Members,  Tom  Dolph  and  Dolores  Giles.  Bot¬ 
tom  Row:  President,  Brian  Smith;  Vice  President,  Heather  Dove;  and 
YSF  Co-chairperson,  Kenny  Morrow.  Not  pictured  is  Kayla  Giron, 
Secretary. 


-  The  1990  Senior  High  Retreat 
will  be  held  at  Tall  Timbers  Center 
in  Alexandria  February  2-4. 

The  theme  for  the  upcoming 
event  is  “Love  in  a  Twisted 
World.”  The  multimedia  presenta¬ 
tion  provides  an  answer  to  tough 
choices  everyone  must  face,  espe¬ 
cially  teenagers.  Larger  than  life  im¬ 
ages  will  flash  across  three  screens 
as  the  story  is  told  of  two  teenage 
couples  and  their  struggles. 


This  unique  computerized  slide 
production  has  touched  many  lives 
with  the  message  of  God’s  plan  for 
love  and  relationships. 

The  retreat  is  open  to  all  senior 
high  youth  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  The  retreat  starts  at  7:30  p.m. 
on  Friday,  February  2  and  will 
come  to  a  close  at  10:30  a.m.  on 
Sunday,  February  4.  The  cost  of  the 
event  is  $32. 
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SEPTEMBER  22,  1989 


A  Time  to 
Remember 


Editor’s  Note:  For  the  next  Jew  issues.  Bishop  Oden  has  invited  vari¬ 
ous  Conference  officials  to  write  this  column  that  is  usually  reserved  for 
the  Bishop. 

Each  year  one  of  the  outstanding  events  for  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women  is  the  Annual  Meeting  held  in  September. 
Last  year  Hurricane  Gilbert  forced  the  cancellation  of  the  meeting 
scheduled  to  be  held  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  The  unit  of  United  Methodist  Women  at  Broadmoor,  the  pastor 
Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  and  the  women  of  the  District  again  most  gracious¬ 
ly  invited  the  women  of  Louisiana  to  meet  with  them  this  year.  Won¬ 
derful  preparations  were  made,  and  a  most  successful  meeting  was  held 
September  15  and  16  with  more  than  600  in  attendance. 

The  theme  for  the  meeting  was  “Children  —  Our  Future  Today." 
Historically,  work  with  women  and  children  has  been  the  primary  em¬ 
phasis  of  United  Methodist  Women  and  its  predecessor  organizations. 
In  1988  the  Women’s  Division  inaugurated  a  five-year  mission  empha¬ 
sis  entitled  “Campaign  for  Children.”  This  campaign  is  designed  to 
provide  opportunities  for  local  units  to  become  advocates  for  meeting 
the  needs  of  children  within  their  communities. 

Ms.  Kathleen  Guy,  religious  affairs  director  for  the  Children’s  De¬ 
fense  Fund  and  one  of  the  developers  of  “Campaign  for  Children,”  was 
the  keynote  speaker  for  the  Friday  evening  session.  Mrs.  Betsy  Irvine 
and  Ms.  Judith  Watts  continued  the  emphasis  on  children  in  Louisi¬ 
ana,  assessing  needs  and  opportunities  for  ministry. 

Annual  Meeting  included  special  times  of  worship  with  beautiful 
music  and  liturgical  dance,  inspiration,  information,  and  fellowship  as 
well  as  election  of  new  officers  and  transaction  of  conference  business. 

Newly  elected  officer  for  a  term  of  two  years  are:  President,  Mrs. 
Norma  Winegeart  of  Plain  Dealing;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Seola  Callahan  of 
Oakdale;  Chairperson,  Committee  on  Membership,  Dr.  Marilyn  Ray, 
New  Orleans;  Secretary  of  Publicity/Public  Relations,  Mrs.  Fannie 
Reddix,  New  Orleans.  Those  re-elected  for  a  two  year  term  include: 
Mission  Coordinator  for  Christian  Global  Concerns,  Mrs.  Wilma 
Crosby  of  DeQuincy  and  Secretary  of  Program  Resources,  Mrs.  Lois 
Heath  of  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Chairperson  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations  is  elected  for  one 
year;  Mrs.  Gladys  Prillerman  of  Shreveport  was  elected  to  this  office. 

Three  new  members  were  elected  to  the  Conference  Committee  on 
Nominations.  These  are  Mrs.  Kathryn  Shea  of  Pineville,  Mrs.  Bette 
Adams  of  Houma,  and  Mrs.  Sylvia  Redman  of  Slidell.  They  will  serve 
three  years. 

Congratulations  and  best  wishes  are  extended  to  all  of  these  who  are 
assuming  new  responsibilities.  They  will  be  supported  by  the  efforts 
and  prayers  of  United  Methodist  Women  throughout  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  Marilyn  Oden  conducted  the  service  of  installation  and  Mrs.  Estelle 
Dameron  conducted  the  service  of  recognition  of  retiring  officers,  which 
included  Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon,  President;  Mrs.  Sally  Turner,  Sec¬ 
retary;  Mrs.  Pat  Cobb,  Chairperson,  Committee  on  Membership;  Mrs. 
Hilda  Sills,  Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations;  and  Miss  Doro¬ 
thy  Dunbar  and  Mrs.  Gladys  Revels,  Members  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations. 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  concluded  with  an  impressive  Communion 
Service  conducted  by  Bishop  Oden  and  the  ministers  of  Broadmoor 
Church. 

We  are  most  grateful  to  all  who  planned  and  participated  in  the  1989 
Annual  Meeting  and  made  it  such  a  memorable  occasion. 

Serving  as  president  of  United  Methodist  Women  for  the  past  four 
years  has  been  for  me  a  great  privilege  and  a  special  joy.  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing  was  another  link  in  the  chain  of  precious  memories  that  are  mine  as 
I  will  long  remember,  with  gratitude  and  thanksgiving,  the  women  of 
Louisiana  who  give  of  themselves  in  service  to  Christ  and  His  Church 
through  the  organization  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

Janelle  G.  McCammon,  Retiring  President 
United  Methodist  Women 
Louisiana  Conference 
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World  Communion  Sunday  October  1 


"Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me,” 
Jesus  said  as  he  bid  his  disciples  to 
eat  the  bread  and  drink  the  wine 
that  would  symbolize  his  sacrifice 
for  our  redemption  (Luke  22:19b). 
Since  that  first  Holy  Communion, 
Jesus'  words  have  reverberated 
through  centuries  and  across  conti¬ 
nents.  They  have  become  the  cor¬ 
nerstone  of  the  Eucharist  celebrated 
by  Christians  in  many  cultures. 

On  World  Communion  Sunday, 
Oct.  1,  we  are  invited  to  join  our 
worldwide  family  of  faith  at  the 
Lord’s  table.  Our  remembrance  of 
Christ  is  strengthened  by  our  re¬ 
membrance  of  one  another. 
Through  our  special  offering  on  this 
day,  we  remember  ethnic  United 
Methodists  who  struggle  with  mea¬ 


ger  resources  to  prepare  for  leader¬ 
ship  in  our  global  church  and 
society.  Our  gifts  provide  the  finan¬ 
cial  aid  they  need  for  education  and 
training  in  careers  of  service  and 
ministry. 

Crusade  Scholarships,  funded  by 
one-half  of  the  offering,  aid  U.S. 
and  international  graduate  students 
in  their  quest  for  knowledge  and 
skills  to  serve  the  need  of  their 
churches,  communities  and  coun¬ 
tries.  These  scholarships  help  the 
students  pursue  graduate  degrees  in 
ministry,  education,  medicine,  law 
and  other  professions. 

Ethnic  Scholarships,  funded  by 
35  percent  of  the  offering,  help 
promising  undergraduate  students 
from  ethnic  churches  overcome  fi¬ 


nancial  barriers  to  higher  educa¬ 
tion. 

Ethnic  In-Service  Training, 
which  receives  15  percent  of  the  of¬ 
fering,  enables  and  encourages  eth¬ 
nic  United  Methodists  to  seek 
professional  certification  or  diaco- 
nal  status  in  various  fields  of  full¬ 
time  ministry.  By  combining  their 
studies  with  practical  experience, 
they  are  trained  as  Christian  educa¬ 
tors.  church  musicians,  prison  and 
hospital  chaplains,  Christian  coun¬ 
selors.  social  workers  and  other  pro¬ 
fessionals. 

When  we  support  these  scholar¬ 
ship  programs,  we  expand  the  op¬ 
portunities  for  ministry  among 
people  of  color  in  our  denomina¬ 
tion.  Our  gifts  on  World  Commu- 
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World  Communion  Sunday 
Crusade  Scholarships 
Ethnic  Scholarships 
Ethnic  In-Service  Training 

nion  Sunday  unite  Christians 
throughout  the  world,  giving  and  re¬ 
ceiving  in  remembrance  of  Christ 
and  in  community  with  one  another. 


Ethnic  Men's  Consultation  to  be  Held  in  November 


The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
are  sponsoring  an  Ethnic  Men’s 
Consultation  that  will  be  held  No¬ 
vember  10-12,  1989  at  Dallas,  Texas. 

The  purpose  of  the  Consultation 
is  to  bring  together  ten  men  from 
each  of  the  four  ethnic  groups  — 
Asian,  Black,  Hispanic  and  Native 
American  —  to  suggest  priorities 
for  the  Church  in  the  areas  of  spiri¬ 


tual  growth  and  development,  fam¬ 
ily  life,  programming  and  outreach, 
and  leadership  development.  These 
concerns  and  recommendations  will 
be  referred  to  the  appropriate  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  Church  for  their  consid¬ 
eration  and  action. 

Mr.  Charles  Dick  of  Kansas  City, 
Missouri  is  the  president  of  the  Juris¬ 
dictional  United  Methodist  Men  and 
is  the  chairperson  of  the  planning 
team  for  the  event.  Other  commit¬ 
tee  members  include  two  staff  per¬ 


'Caravan  for  Learning'  Schedule 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

September  24  2-4:30  p.m. 

Faith  UMC,  West  Monroe 

6-8  p.m. 

St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Monroe 

September  25  7-9  p.m. 

Lake  Providence  UMC 

September  26  7-9  p.m. 

First  UMC,  Monroe 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

October  1  1 : 30-4: 30  p.  m . 

Olla  UMC 

6-9  p.m. 

First  UMC,  Natchitoches 

October  2  6-9  p.m. 

Jena  UMC 

October  3  9:30- 1 2  p.m. 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

6-9  p.m. 

(Pastors) 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

October  8  2-4  p.m. 

Farmerville  UMC 

October  9  12-3  p.m. 

Arcadia  UMC  (Pastors) 

7-9  p.m. 

First  UMC,  Minden 

October  10  10  a.m.-2  p.m. 

Arcadia  UMC 

7-9  p.m. 

Grace  UMC,  Ruston 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

October  16  7-9  p.m. 

Many  UMC 

October  17  9:30  a. m. -12  p.m. 

Benton  UMC 

7-9  p.m. 

First  UMC,  Bossier  City 

October  18  9:30  a.m.-12  p.m. 

Faith  UMC,  Shreveport 

7-9  p.m. 

Noel  UMC,  Shreveport 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

October  22  1 2-2:30  p.m. 

Henning  Memorial  UMC, 

5-8  p.m. 

Sulphur 

First  UMC,  Jennings 

October  23  10  a.m.-l 2  p.m. 

First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

6:30-8:30  p.m. 

(Pastors) 

Kinder  UMC 

October  24  5:30-8:30  p.m. 

Hombeck  UMC 

All  workshops,  except  those  noted 

‘pastors”  are  open  to  all  teach- 

ers.  There  will  be  classes  for  teachers  of  children,  youth  and  adults. 

Select  the  location  and  time  best  for  you. 

sons  from  the  General  Board,  Dr. 
David  White  and  Mr.  Allen  Brown, 
and  lay  representatives  from  each 
of  the  four  ethnic  groups.  Participa¬ 
tion  in  the  event  will  be  by  invita¬ 
tion  only.  The  committee  is  now  in 
the  process  of  receiving  and  screen¬ 
ing  applications  from  laymen.  Ef¬ 
forts  shall  be  made  to  secure 
participants  from  throughout  the 
Jurisdiction  and  from  churches  of 
different  sizes  —  small,  middle-size 
and  large. 

Rev.  Earl  B.  Carter,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Jurisdiction  stated: 


"We  hope  to  recruit  forty  active  lay¬ 
men  from  the  local  churches  — 
Asians,  Blacks,  Hispanics  and  Na¬ 
tive  Americans  —  who  will  serious¬ 
ly  and  prayerfully  grapple  with 
some  of  the  issues  and  concerns  we 
face.  We  do  not  intend  for  this  to  be 
one  of  those  meetings  where  people 
come,  have  good  fellowship,  enjoy 
each  other,  pass  some  resolutions, 
go  home  and  nothing  happens.  We 
hope  that  what  happens  here  will 
give  some  direction  and  guidance 
for  us  as  we  move  closer  to  the 
twenty-first  century.” 
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Persons  —  Churches  —  Events- 


DISPLAYING  NEW  BANNER  —  Doyle  Volentine,  Ruston  District 
UM  Men  President,  and  Connie  Kell,  District  Secretary/Treasurer, 
proudly  show  the  Ruston  District  UM  Men's  Banner.  "Arise  and  Get 
Going"  is  the  emphasis  towards  revitalizing  the  local  UM  Men's 
units  in  the  Ruston  District.  Mrs.  )amie  O'Banion  of  Ruston  designed 
and  constructed  the  banner  which  was  displayed  at  the  Louisiana 
Conference  UMM  Retreat  held  in  June. 


Vacation  Bible  School  was  re¬ 
cently  conducted  at  Mason  UMC  in 
Berwick.  The  theme  used  this  year 
was  “The  Bible:  The  Book  of  God’s 
People.”  The  school  began  each 
evening  with  opening  song  and 
prayer.  It  was  attended  by  members 
of  the  local  community.  Classes 
were  broken  into  three  groups:  kin¬ 
dergarten  to  second  grade;  third  to 
fourth  grade;  and  fifth  and  sixth 
grade.  A  special  thanks  to  everyone 
who  assisted,  especially  parents  and 
church  members  who  helped  serve 
refreshments  in  the  fellowship  hall 
each  evening.  Rev.  Dan  Washing¬ 
ton  Jr.  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Twenty  persons  from  St.  Mark 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  recently  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  second  stage  of  the 
Vital  Congregations  —  Faithful 
Disciplines  Initiative  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops.  The  group  was  chaired 
by  Julia  Knighten,  member  of  the 
Area  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
Bishop's  Initiative.  The  second 
stage  of  the  initiative  involved 
holding  “a  gathering  for  celebration 
and  discovery”  in  which  members 
of  the  group  engaged  in  congrega¬ 
tional  discussions  in  hope  of  an¬ 
swering  the  central  question  of  the 


initiative:  How  can  local  congrega¬ 
tions  become  vital  centers  in  which 
the  vision  of  God’s  love  and  justice 
is  celebrated  and  the  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  to  that  vision  is  strengthened? 
During  the  two  gatherings  held  at 
St.  Mark,  the  members  gave  praise 
and  thanks  to  God  for  the  gifts  and 
strengths  of  the  congregation.  Many 
interesting  and  informative  stories 
were  shared  by  the  group.  Rev. 
Kenneth  M.  Fisher  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Over  200  youth  and  counselors 
recently  attended  “The  Last  Chance 
Back  to  School  Dance"  for  YSF 
sponsored  by  the  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  on  Youth  Ministries. 
Blackwater  UMC  was  the  host  for 
this  event  and  “Mr.  Music”  provid¬ 
ed  the  entertainment.  Thanks  to 
those  who  gave  their  time  and  ef¬ 
fort.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  all  in¬ 
volved,  the  Baton  District  CYM 
raised  over  $600  for  YSF.  Rev. 
Larry  Stafford  is  pastor  of  Blackwa¬ 
ter,  Judy  Betz  is  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict  Youth  Coordinator,  and  Dr. 
George  W.  C.  Calvin  is  District  Su¬ 
perintendent. 

*  *  * 

The  Fifth  Annual  Spiritual  Life 
Retreat  of  University  UMC  in  Baton 


Rouge  is  set  for  Friday  evening 
through  Sunday  noon,  October  13- 
15,  at  Tall  Timbers  near  Lacompte. 
Dr.  Douglas  McGuire,  retired  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister  living  in 
Rtjston,  will  serve  as  retreat  leader. 
Dr.  McGuire  has  served  pastorates 
at  Broadmoor.  Baton  Rouge;  Trin- 


ity.  Ruston,  and  served  as  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge. 
Monroe,  and  Ruston  Districts.  The 
retreat  will  focus  on  the  gospel  of 
Matthew.  Cost  for  room  (two 
nights)  and  meals  (six)  is  $75  per 
person.  Dr.  Phil  Woodland  is  pastor 
of  University. 


Corrections  to  journal 

By  now  you  have  received  your  1989  Conference  Journal  and  no 
doubt  have  looked  through  its  pages.  If  you  notice  errors  relative  to 
your  appointment,  address,  ministerial  classification,  etc.,  you  should 
bring  this  to  the  attention  of  your  district  office  as  the  information 
contained  in  the  Journal  regarding  these  areas  comes  to  us  from  each 
district. 

Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Journal  Editor 

Correction 

Please  be  advised  that  the  following  churches  were  accidentally 
omitted  from  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  August  25  issue  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist.  The  article  concerned  the  Rev.  Beverly 
E.  Bond  Memorial  Scholarship  which  has  recently  been  established  at 
Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  In  addition  to 
those  listed  in  the  article,  these  churches  were  also  served  by  Rev. 
Bond:  Coushatta.  N.  Highlands  in  Shreveport,  Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah. 
North  Baton  Rouge,  Crowley,  Franklinton,  Fisher,  and  Pineville. 
LUM  apologizes  for  this  oversight. 


TENDER  LOVING  CARE  —  The  congregation  of  St.  Luke's  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  recently  dedicated  30  baby  blankets  and  bed  jackets 
for  babies  infected  with  the  AIDS  virus.  This  mission  project  is 
called  "The  UM  Day  After  Tomorrow  Rainbow  Project."  These 
items  were  made  by  members  of  the  church's  "Crafts  and  Conver¬ 
sation  Group"  in  addition  to  members  of  other  Baton  Rouge  Meth¬ 
odist  churches.  Pictured  I.  to  r.  are  Sue  Mahaffey,  Edra  Higgins,  Rev. 
Debbie  Drash  (former  pastor),  Mary  Mulkey,  jean  Holcomb,  and 
Christine  Denham.  The  ladies  of  Kentwood  UMC  are  now  also  help¬ 
ing  with  this  project.  Rev.  Ken  Bowman  is  pastor  of  St.  Luke's  and 
Rev.  Drash  is  pastor  at  Kentwood. 
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To  Our  Readers 

Thanks  for  noticing 


So  you  did  notice  the  visual  inno¬ 
vation  in  the  Reporter's  new  design! 

Several  hundred  readers  called  or 
wrote  after  we  noted  that — even 
following  several  months’  publica¬ 
tion — no  one  had  commented  on 
one  symbolically  important  part  of 
our  newspaper  redesign.  We  offered 
a  gift  for  the  first  50  readers  who 
correctly  identified  the  innovation. 

In  fact,  150  readers  correctly  not¬ 
ed  that  the  headings  on  pages  2,  3 
and  4  include  globes  combined  with 
the  United  Methodist  cross-and- 
flame  symbol.  So  do  the  masthead 
at  the  bottom  of  Page  2  and  the  Re¬ 
porter's  front-page  nameplate  on 
some  editions. 

Furthermore,  the  correct  answers 
noted  that  the  globes  “rotate” 
through  each  issue. 

Each  globe  shows  a  different  view 
of  the  Earth:  Europe  and  Africa,  Asia 
and  Australia,  and  the  Americas. 

Each  page  contains  a  different 
view  of  the  globe  each  week. 

But  all  views  of  the  globe  have 
one  thing  in  common:  They  appear 
in  the  shadow  of  the  cross. 

Our  goal  when  we  added  these 
symbols  to  our  pages  wa$  to  remind 


you  that  you  are  part  of  a  church 
that  is  involved  each  day  in  minis¬ 
tries  throughout  the  world. 

As  United  Methodists,  we  are  seek¬ 
ing  to  heed  Jesus’  Great  Commission 
to  make  disciples  of  all  nations. 

We  are  seeking  to  exemplify  John 
Wesley's  dictum  that  all  the  world 
is  our  parish. 

And  the  Reporter  is  a  primary 
link  between  you,  your  congrega¬ 
tion,  your  annual  conference  and 
the  church  across  this  nation  and 
the  globe. 

Rather  than  trying  arbitrarily  to 
select  “the  first  50”  correct  respons¬ 
es,  we’ve  decided  to  send  signed 
prints  of  the  drawing  at  right,  creat¬ 
ed  by  Reporter  artist  Tom  Gibson, 
to  all  150  readers  who  submitted 
right  answers. 

Almost  all  who  wrote  or  called 
about  our  innovation  understood  its 
main  point:  We’re  part  of  a  church 
that’s  at  work  around  the  world. 

We  feel  good  knowing  that  this  vi¬ 
sual  device  is  helping  many  readers 
recall  the  mission  to  which  Christ  has 
called  us.  Indications  of  that — and 
other  representative  reader  respons¬ 
es — are  printed  below. 


zo,  tor 


This  drawing  by  Reporter  artist  Tom  Gibson  puts  all  three  views  of  the  world  we  use  at  the  tops  of  our  pages  into  the  shadow  of  the  cross. 


Globes  signify  our  worldwide  mission 


More  than  400  readers  responded 
to  our  challenge  to  find  the  symboli¬ 
cally  important  addition  to  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  pages.  Here’s  a  sampling  of 
their  comments: 

I  noticed  with  the  first  issue  in 
the  new  format  the  globe  in  the  up¬ 
per  comer  of  the  second,  third  and 
fourth  pages.  I  didn't  pay  close  at¬ 
tention  to  them  until  I  read  your 
comments.  Then  I  realized  that  all 
three  pictures  are  different! 

That  is  very  significant  to  me.  It 
says  to  us  that  we,  as  United  Meth- 
odist  Christians  (the  cross  and 
flame  stands  out  in  all  three  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  globe!),  are  not  only  in 
all  parts  of  the  world  but  that  we  are 
to  spread  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  everyone  everywhere!  That  is  our 
mandate  from  Jesus  as  recorded  in 
Matthew  28:19-20a. 

Thank  you  for  keeping  this  before 


us  weekly.  It  is  something  we  all 
need  to  be  reminded  of  often 

Sue  Lynn  Johnson 
Kingston,  Tennessee 

I’m  charmed  by  the  new  logo  illus¬ 
trating  the  global  dimensions  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  How  sub¬ 
tle  can  one  be!  And  how  valuable 
your  reminder  to  readers  that  we  are 
a  church  with  global  interests  whose 
focus  from  time  to  time  needs  to 
shift  from  one  need  to  another! 

John  Dicken 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Thank  you  for  the  challenge  to 
find  the  change  in  format  in  the  Re¬ 
porter.  I  hadn’t  noticed  it  before 
and  was  pleased  to  discover  the 
United  Methodist  cross  and  flame 
superimposed  on  the  maps  of  the 
entire  world. 

These  three  illustrations  quietly 


and  powerfully  remind  us  that  we 
are  not  only  United  Methodists  of 
Houston,  Portland  and  Minneapo¬ 
lis.  Nor  are  we  merely  a  denomina¬ 
tion  that  sends  support  teams  to 
Central  America  and  develops  uni¬ 
versities  in  Africa.  We  are  part  of  a 
community  of  faith  that  includes 
people  of  all  nations.  We  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  God’s  global  family. 

Beth  Wiggins 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

What  better  way  to  illustrate 
Wesley’s  words  “The  world  is  my 
parish”?  As  Christians  and  United 
Methodists,  we  want  to  “tell  the 
world”  about  Jesus,  who  came  to 
redeem  all  people,  offering  the 
promise  of  abundant  life  to  all.  The 
logo  speaks  to  all  aspects  of  these 
words. 

Donella  Siktberg 

West  Springfield,  Massachusetts 


Editorial  . . 

Giving  God  reasons  to  smile  about  us 


We  suspect  there  were  tears  of  joy 
in  heaven  last  week  as  two  improba¬ 
ble  events  occurred  on  Earth. 

South  Africa’s  new  president, 
F.W.  de  Klerk — who  many  have 
said  represents  no  change  at  all 
from  his  predecessor — decided  to 
permit  a  peaceful  protest  march  in 
Cape  Town  led  by  Archbishop  Des¬ 
mond  Tutu  and  the  Rev.  Allan  Boe¬ 
sak.  In  effect,  he  agreed  to  let  them 
defy  the  rules  of  South  Africa’s 
“state  of  emergency”  declared  in 
1985. 

More  than  20,000  South  Afri- 
.  cans,  including  Cape  Town’s  white 
’  mayor,  Gordon  Oliver,  participated 
in  the  protest  against  South  Africa’s 
’  system  of  racial  discrimination  and 
its  use  of  police  power  to  repress 


dissent.  Mr.  Oliver  declared  to  the 
mostly  black  throng:  “Today,  we  all 
have  the  freedom  of  the  city.” 

Archbishop  Tutu  told  authorities 
that  violence  during  protest  rallies 
against  apartheid  is  the  result  of  po¬ 
lice  brutality.  He  pledged  that  the 
demonstration  would  be  non-vio¬ 
lent,  and  no  violence  occurred.  The 
archbishop  declared:  “The  people 
have  scored  a  great  victory  for  jus¬ 
tice  and  peace.” 

And  Mr.  De  Klerk  has  struck  an 
unexpected  blow  for  those  who  con¬ 
tinue  to  hope  and  pray  for  peaceful 
change  in  South  Africa. 

That  same  day,  thousands  of  East 
Germans  were  permitted  by  Hunga¬ 
ry’s  reform-minded  communist 
leaders  to  flee  to  the  West. 


When  East  Germany’s  less  en¬ 
lightened  leaders  protested,  Hunga¬ 
ry  offered  a  surprising  reply:  Closed 
borders  are  out  of  step  with  Hunga¬ 
ry’s  human-rights  commitments. 

In  the  process,  another  powerful 
blow  was  struck  against  human  en¬ 
slavement. 

The  world’s  news  typically  re¬ 
veals  so  much  pain  and  cruelty  of 
human  beings  toward  one  another 
that  our  loving  God  must  at  times 
feel  deep  sadness  about  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  in  creation. 

Breakthroughs  like  these  give 
God  reason  to  smile.  And  they  give 
us  reason  to  maintain  a  ray  of  hope 
that  one  day  all  God’s  children  will 
live  together  free,  equal  and  at 
peace. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


Sif-rH,  IF  WE.  WANT  TO  EDGCATE^ 

our  yooru  properly,  the  church 
NEEDS  TO  TAKE  A  RADICALLY  NEW 
STAND  ON  THE  ISSUE  OF  SEX. 


C)  WAT'S 
THAT?  I 


admit  it 

EXISTS. 
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Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:(214)630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Subscription  rates:  SI8  per  year  for  national  edi¬ 
tion:  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Sec¬ 
ond  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas.  Texas,  and 
additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  ad¬ 
dress  changes  to  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
TX  75266-0275. 


To  me  the  rotating  globe  graphi¬ 
cally  declares  our  United  Methodist 
care  and  concern  for  all  of  God’s 
children  in  all  of  God’s  world!  Your 
printed  material  verifies  that  as  we 
read  of  our  church  at  work  in  areas 
all  over  this  world,  even  those  that 
may  be  unpopular  and  unpleasant! 

“Go  into  ail  the  world”  is  still  our 
motivation  and  call,  and  I  hear  this 
call  anew  each  week  as  I  turn  from 
page  to  page  and  glance  in  the  up¬ 
per  left  hand  or  right  hand  comer  of 
the  Reporter. 

A.J.  Adams 

Spring  Valley,  California 

The  different  world  maps  remind 
me  that  “In  Christ  there  is  no  East 
or  West,  in  Him  no  North  or  South, 
but  one  great  fellowship  of  love 
throughout  the  whole  wide  earth.” 

I  am  glad  to  be  part  of  the  world¬ 
wide  body  of  Christ  and  to  be  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  global  outreach  and 
mutual  sharing  of  the  Gospel  that 
characterizes  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Mabel  V.  Brunk 
Bradenton,  Florida 

“Jesus  shall  reign  wher-e’re  the 
sun  does  his  successive  journeys 
run.”  (Isaac  Watts,  The  Book  of 
Hymns,  No.  472) 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
portrays  that  affirmation  powerful¬ 
ly  and  clearly  with  its  new  page 
headings  featuring  the  cross  and  the 
flame  of  United  Methodism  im¬ 
pacting  on  ever-changing  world 
need  all  around  the  globe. 

The  world  turns,  and  United 
Methodists  are  there — to  love,  to 
labor  and  to  listen  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

H.  Quale 

Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin 

To  me,  you  are  saying  that  United 
Methodist  is  a  worldwide  denomina¬ 
tion,  neither  predominately  New 
World  or  Old  World.  That  is  very 
appropriate  in  light  of  the  tremen¬ 
dous  growth  being  experienced  in 
Africa.  South  Korea  and  other  parts 
of  the  Third  World.  This  growth 
cannot  help  but  have  a  significant 
impact  on  all  of  Methodism. 

I  commend  you  for  your  farsight¬ 
edness  in  choosing  this  symbol. 

Spiller  Milton 
Crowley,  Louisiana 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  now.  Lord,  for  what  do  I 
wait?  My  hope  is  in  thee.  Deliver  me 
from  all  my  transgressions.  Make  me 
not  the  scorn  of  the  fool!”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  James  2:26) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  24 

Monday:  Psalms  107:1-9 
Tuesday:  Psalms  107:10-16 
Wednesday:  Hosea  11:1-11 
Thursday:  Luke  16:1-13 
Friday:  Luke  16:19-31 
Saturday:  1  Timothy  2:1-7 
Sunday:  I  Timothy  6:1 1-16 


Here  are  the  winners 


Sandy  Adams . Miami 

Richard  Albury . Keystone  Heights,  Fla. 

Jack  P.  Allen . Brigham  City,  Utah 

Esther  J.  Angel . Bethesda,  Ohio 

Verena  Anspach . Nokomis,  Fla. 

Mary  Ashcraft . Newark,  Ohio 

Howard  R.  Bailey . Blair,  Neb. 

Gary  L  Ball-Kllbourne . Jamestown,  N.D. 

Tom  Ballard . Morristown,  Tenn. 

Tom  Barnicott . Pittsburgh 

Dulaney  Barrett . Lockhart,  Texas 

Harry  Beardsley . W.  Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Jackie  Behrens . Walnut,  Calif. 

Jerry  Bell . Kevil,  Ky. 

Betty  Bowden . Seward,  Pa. 

Pat  Breidenbach . Mitchell,  S.0. 

Stephen  Brockwell . Washington 

Lonnie  D.  Brooks . Anchorage,  Alaska 

Mabel  Brunk . Bradenton,  Fla. 

Frederick  J.  Buckley . Wilmington,  Ohio 

Doris  G.  Burkhardt . Morrisville,  Pa. 

Charley  Burlingame . Taos,  N.M. 

Jim  Butler . Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Jeff  Cartwright . Camp  Hill,  Pa. 

Verna  M.  Colliver . Lansdale,  Pa. 


John  Conklin . 

Kadle  Cotton . 

James  Cox . 

Lynn  M.  Davis . 

. Charlotte,  N.C. 

Dave  Denslow . 

. Gainesville,  Fla. 

John  Dicken . 

. Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Margaret  H.  Dike... 
Thomas  Dowdy . 

. Albuquerque,  N.M. 

Sidney  Edwards . 

..  Harker  Heights,  Texas 

. Philadelphia 

Thomas  Flight . 

Lloyd  R.  Foard . 

. Beech  Grove,  Ind. 

. Hurlock,  Md. 

Marie  Gasau . Kansas  City,  Kan. 

Don  Gilmore . Glenpool,  Okla. 


Thelma  Goodrich.... 

Barbara  Graff . 

Carol  Griffin . 

.Farmington,  N.M. 

Joe  Hale . Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

Ron  Hammersley . Germantown,  Md. 

Maryneal  J.  Hammonds..  Wimberley,  Texas 

Alberta  Harley . 

. Philadelphia 

. Kirk,  Colo. 

Bill  Haygood . 

Becky  Helton . Austin,  Texas 

Mrs.  Tom  Hllle . Lubbock,  texas 

Florence  Hillyard . Olathe,  Kan. 

Roy  A.  Hoagland . Midlothian,  Va. 

Steve  Hoffman . Tallahassee,  Fla. 

Fred  Holland . Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Margaret  Hoover . Chicago 

Mrs.  Jerry  Hunter . Morris,  III. 

John  Imel . San  Diego,  Calif. 

Jim  Jameson . Glyndon,  Minn. 

Anthony  Jarek-Glidden . Raymond,  N.H. 

Gertrude  Jarrett . Miami 

Patty  Johansen . Blue  Mound,  III. 

Frank  Johnson . Coppell,  Texas 


Mary  A.  Johnson . Franklin,  Texas 

Sue  Lynn  Johnson . Kingston,  Tenn. 

Nancy  Jones . Reno,  Pa. 

Robert  L.  Jordan . Brookfield,  Mass. 

Pearl  Kasishe . La  Plata,  Mo. 

Mary  Katherine  Kennedy . Houston 

Art  Keith . Renville,  Minn. 

Terry  Kidd . Louisville,  Ky. 

Nelda  Klawetter . Garland,  Texas 

Roberta  A.  Kluhsmeier . Zellwood,  Fla. 

Kristin  Knudson . San  Francisco 

Bill  Koch . Springfield,  Mo. 

Joan  Lansdell . San  Mateo,  Calif. 

Harry  F.  Liggett . Newton,  Kan. 

Joanna  W.  Llppert . Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Alberto  Lopez  Jr . El  Paso,  Texas 

Ann  Luna . Nashville,  Tenn. 

Tom  &  Linda  McAlpin . Havertown,  Pa. 

G.  &  P.  McElroy . Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

Mabel  R.  McGinnis . Boyers,  Pa. 

Gayle  McGuire . Jasper,  Texas 

Spiller  Milton . Crowley,  La. 

Darleen  Montgomery . Topeka,  Kan. 

Robert  Morwell . Mount  Pulaski,  III. 

Jim  Mulroy . Memphis,  Tenn. 

Esther  Nelson . Sterling,  Colo. 

Larry  Nelson-Danlel . Lubbock,  Texas 

Roger  Nichols . Jacksontown,  Ohio 

N.  Houston  Parks . Columbia,  Tenn. 

Bob  Parsons . Austin,  Texas 

Eleanore  Parsons . Collingdale,  Pa. 

Michael  Pearson . Sun  City,  Ariz. 

J.L  Penfold . Tallahassee,  Fla. 

Marcy  C.  Perkins . Lake  Charles,  La. 

Joe  Petltto . Richardson,  Texas 

Denise  Pettigrew . Norwalk,  Calif. 

W.W.  Phelps . Enfield.  Conn. 

Ivan  J.  Phillips . Huntingtown,  Md. 

Gary  Ponder-Willlams..  Bowling  Green,  Mo. 

Susan  Post . Franklin,  WIs. 

Tom  Price . San  Antonio,  Texas 

H.  Quale . Eau  Claire,  WIs. 

Jim  Reed . Derby,  Kan. 

Mark  C-  Richardson . Newark,  Ohio 

Polly  Riddle . Warminster,  Pa. 

Arthur  J.  Roebuck . Delkalb,  Miss. 

David  Rudolph . Rising  Sun,  Md. 

Ruth  Ann  Russell . Baltimore 

Benjamin  C.  Sam  Jr . Louisville,  Ky. 

Jewell  K.  Sarazin . Minneapolis 

Lois  Schmidt . Sacramento,  Calif. 

Frank  L.  Scott . Bay  Mlnette,  Ala. 

Ruth  M.  Sehlmeyer . Sandusky,  Ohio 

Donella  Siktberg....  West  Springfield,  Mass. 

Dean  A.  Smith . Austin,  Texas 

George  Spears . Portsmouth,  Ohio 

Richard  L.  Spleth . South  Bend,  Ind. 

David  Stokes . Plano,  Texas 

John  W.  Sturdivant . Memphis,  Tenn. 

E.  Russell  Tanner . Longmont,  Colo. 

Mark  Thurman . Como,  Texas 

Jr.  Hi  class,  Trinity  UMC  ..Duncanville,  Texas 

Lucille  E.  Trouten . Harmony,  Minn. 

Gary  Turner . Crowley,  Texas 

Thomas  Walker . Massillon,  Ohio 

Dale  E.  Way . Milford  Center,  Ohio 

Marta  H.  Weirick . Glenmoore,  Pa. 

W.W.  Whittlesey . St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

Beth  Wiggins . Minneapolis 

Brad  Willis . Waco,  Texas 

Candace  Wilson . Corpus  Christ!,  Texas 

Robert  E.  Wood . Beverly,  Ky. 

Vivian  Woods . Corpus  Chrlstl,  Texas 

Roy  E.  Woodward  Jr . Jonesvllle,  Va. 

Bill  Wyman . New  York 


What  others  are  saying. 


"Disturb  us.  Lord,  when  we  are 
too  well  pleased  with  ourselves, 
when  our  dreams  have  come  true 
because  we  have  dreamed  too  little, 
when  we  have  arrived  safely  be¬ 
cause  we  have  sailed  too  close  to 
shore.  Disturb  us,  Lord,  when  with 
the  abundance  of  the  things  we  pos¬ 
sess,  we  have  lost  our  thirst  for  the 
waters  of  life. . . 

— The  Rev.  Alta  Jewell,  United 
Methodist  associate  pastor,  Chevy 
Chase,  Md„  in  opening  a  session  of 
the  U.S.  Senate 

*  *  * 

“I  tell  you  that  1 1  o'clock  Sunday 


morning  is  the  most  segregated 
hour  of  the  week.  That  is  nauseating 
to  God.” 

— The  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver,  United 
Methodist  pastor,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

*  *  * 

"Why  are  we  not  reaching  Ameri¬ 
ca  for  Christ?  It  is  because  we  are 
whited  sepulchers  on  the  outside 
but  full  of  decaying  bones  on  the  in¬ 
side.  We  will  never  know  the  souls 
that  have  been  shut  out  of  heaven 
because  of  inconsistent  living.” 

— Larry  Lewis,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board. 


I 


Faith  in  the  world 


Faitlr 


:  watch 


SMU'S  VOW:  Big-time  college  football 
returned  to  Southern  Methodist  University  Sept. 
2  with  a  warning  from  the 
school’s  president.  Dr.  A 
Kenneth  Pye  said  he  “won’t 
tolerate  [the]  stuff’  that  led 
to  NCAA  suspension  of  the 
football  program  in  1987.  If 
more  violations  of  National  aM  ^  ^ 

Collegiate  Athletic  Associa-  W  >”r 
tion  rules  occur,  Dr.  Pye 
said,  “We  will  not  play  foot-  Kenneth  Pye 
ball— period.”  The  SMU  team,  playing  at  its 
campus  stadium  for  the  first  time  since  1948, 
lost  to  Houston’s  Rice  University  35-6.  Rice  had 
lost  1 8  consecutive  games  before  that. 

KENTUCKY  DISASTERS:  United 

Methodists  in  Kentucky  responded  late  last 
week  to  two  disasters — a  mine  explosion  in 
Wheatcroft  that  killed  10  miners  and  a  Louis¬ 
ville  shooting  in  which  seven  people  were  killed 
and  14  wounded.  The  Rev.  David  E.  Latham  of 
Community  Methodist  Hospital  in  Henderson 
was  among  western  Kentucky  chaplains  who 
converged  on  Union  County  Hospital  Sept.  12 
to  aid  families  of  the  explosion  victims.  The 
Rev.  John  D.  Conn,  a  retired  UM  minister  in 
Morganfield,  led  an  interdenominational  me¬ 
morial  service  Sept.  14  at  Union  County  High 
School.  In  Louisville  an  interdenominational 
team  of  chaplains  assisted  families  at  Humana- 
University  Hospital,  where  the  shooting  victims 
were  treated.  “It’s  been  a  sad  week  here,”  said 
one  Louisville  source. 

MINERS  SUPPORTED:  More  than 
240  religious  leaders,  including  17  United 
Methodist  bishops,  have  signed  a  statement 
supporting  the  United  Mine  Workers  strike 
against  the  Pittston  Coal  Group.  The  strike  be¬ 
gan  last  April  after  the  miners  had  worked  1 4 
months  without  a  contract.  The  joint  statement 
said  actions  of  all  involved  “have  made  it  clear 
to  us  that  the  miners  represent  the  vulnerable 
party  not  only  in  the  relationship  with  Pittston 
but  in  relations  to  the  courts  and  the  power  of 
the  state  as  well.” 

PERUVIAN  TIES:  When  the  10th  Peru 

Mission  Reunion  met  recently  at  South  Haven, 
Minn.,  former  United  Methodist  missionaries 
to  that  South  American  country  came  from 
across  the  United  States  to  get  updates  on  the 
nation’s  current  conditions.  Several  people  de¬ 
scribed  the  country’s  growing  unrest,  terrorism, 
inflation  and  poverty  but  said  there  are  also 
“hopeful  signs  of  growth”  in  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Peru. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  DALLAS 

'PEGGY'S  SALE':  A  three-day  rum¬ 
mage  sale,  staffed  by  nearly  800  volunteers,  has 
raised  $107,000  for  the  nursing-home  care  of 
Margaret  “Peggy”  Railey,  41.  The  sale  was  spon 
sored  by  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Dal 
las,  where  Mrs.  Railey  was  a  member  and  her 
husband,  former  minister  Walker  Railey,  was  se¬ 
nior  pastor.  An  April  1987  attack  left  Mrs.  Rai¬ 
ley  in  a  chronic  vegetative  state.  Sale  proceeds, 
combined  with  contributions  from  more  than 
300  North  Texas  conference  United  Methodist 
churches,  “will  enable  Peggy's  care  to  continue  at 
the  present  level  indefinitely,”  said  a  spokes¬ 
woman  for  Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake  (Dallas  Area). 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


88  rerun:  National  Division  cuts  budget 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  national- 
missions  directors  are  to  face  a 
budget  trimming  task  when  they 
meet  in  New  York  next  month. 

If  that  sounds  to  you  like  a 
1988  rerun,  you’re  right. 

But  the  task  may  not  be  as  dif¬ 
ficult  the  second  time  around, 
said  the  Rev.  Brian  A.  Fetter- 
man,  chief  executive  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
National  Program  Division. 

Unlike  last  year,  he  said,  there 
are  no  problems  in  budget  con¬ 


trols,  cash-flow  controls,  spending 
controls  and  monitoring  controls 
within  the  National  Division. 

But  the  division’s  income  from 
both  investments  and  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  World  Service  pro¬ 
gram  fund  fell  in  1989.  So  the 
National  Division  has  been 
forced  to  make  budget  cuts  again. 

He  likened  this  year's  problem 
to  a  person  who  has  exceeded  the 
credit  limit  on  a  charge  card  and 
been  told  to  pay  off  the  account. 

“The  overspending  Jras 
stopped,”  Dr.  Fetterman  said. 
“We’ve  reduced  that  ‘credit  card’ 
obligation  to  the  board,  but  it’s 


not  completely  paid.  We  do  not 
intend  to  use  it  [cash  advances 
from  the  full  board]  anymore.” 

Dr.  Fetterman  said  that  during 
its  financial  crisis  last  year,  the 
National  Division  borrowed  up 
to  $4.5  million  from  the  Global 
Ministries  board  cash  pool.  That 
was  done,  he  added,  to  pay  for 
commitments  for  various  domes¬ 
tic  mission  programs. 

All  but  $500,000  has  been  paid 
back,  he  said,  along  with  interest. 

However,  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion  is  under  mandate  by  mis- 
sion  board  directors  to  spend  no 
more  money  in  1990  than  the  di¬ 


vision  received  in  1988.  Thus  the 
1990  budget  is  to  be  less  than 
$16  million.  Earlier  projections 
were  at  least  $19  million. 

Eight  executive  staff  positions 
are  to  be  discontinued  in  light  of 
the  reduced  1990  budget. 

Dr.  Fetterman  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  people  involved  would  be 
offered  severance  pay.  Or  they 
may  stay  in  their  jobs  until  Dec. 
31  in  the  event  that  another  posi¬ 
tion  for  which  they  qualified 
opens  up. 

Dr.  Fetterman  added  that  the 
National  Division  had  refilled 
the  executive  position  in  the  Of¬ 


fice  of  Deaconess  Services. 

Betty  Letzig,  a  deaconess  and 
26-year  veteran  with  the  mission 
board,  returned  as  executive  sec¬ 
retary  for  deaconess  and  mission 
personnel  services.  Ms.  Letzig 
lost  her  job  during  the  1 988  cuts. 

Last  year  there  was  a  wave  of 
protest  from  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Association  of  Deaconesses 
and  Home  Missionaries  after  the 
position  was  eliminated. 

One  of  Ms.  Letzig’s  immediate 
tasks  will  be  to  plan  for  a  deacon¬ 
ess  convocation  Oct.  25-28, 
1990,  at  the  Scarritt-Bennett 
Center  in  Nashville. 


Women's  Division  will  'hang 
tough'  on  25-year-old  accords 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BY  PAUL  GENTILE 

If  anyone  can,  this  collector  can 

NEW  YORK— Mary  Verrone,  member  of  Broadway  Temple 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  York,  shows  some  cans  she 
has  gathered  around  offices  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  where  she  works  part  time.  Ms.  Verrone  has  collect¬ 
ed  at  least  $2,000  for  United  Methodist  ministries  by  recycling 
discarded  cans  for  cash.  She  began  gathering  cans  to  earn 
money  for  camp  scholarships  but  soon  expanded  her  efforts  to 
include  the  Bishops'  Appeal  for  Hunger  in  Africa  and  projects 
of  The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church,  United  Method¬ 
ism's  program  of  "second-mile"  giving.  "People  who  don't 
drink  soda  give  me  money  for  my  project,"  said  Ms.  Verrone. 
"Sometimes  people  bring  huge  bags  of  cans  from  home." 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 

A  warning  that  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  will  “hang  tough”  to 
protect  its  interests  has  been 
sounded  by  Barbara  Campbell, 
the  division’s  assistant  general 
secretary. 

The  warning  was  directed  to 
two  other  agencies  within  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries — the  National  Program  Di¬ 
vision  and  the  Mission  Education 
and  Cultivation  Department.  The 
department  operates  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division-owned  Service  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Speaking  to  the  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision  elected  directors  in  New 
York  in  April,  Ms.  Campbell 
said:  “The  Women’s  Division 
must  ’hang  tough’  to  protect  its 
interests  and  its  assets,  its  pro¬ 
gram  and  its  prerogatives  ...  for 
the  sake  of  mission!"  She  spoke 
as  acting  head  of  the  division  in 
the  absence  of  Deputy  General 
Secretary  Theressa  Hoover,  who 
was  on  sabbatical. 

Quickly  it  became  apparent 
what  “hanging  tough”  meant. 

At  the  same  meeting  at  which 
the  Women’s  Division  voted 
$500,000  to  help  the  National 
Division  reduce  its  $637,292 
debt,  three  strings  were  attached: 

■  No  more  staff  cuts  for  pro¬ 
grams  or  property  historically  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Women’s  Division. 

■  No  further  reductions  in 
grants  to  institutions  where  the 
Women’s  Division’s  top-priority 


UMR  ART  BY  TOM  A.  GIBSON 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  year  marks  the  2Sth  anniversary  ol  agreements 
that  helped  shape  much  of  the  United  Methodist  mission  effort. 
Some  of  those  1964  agreements  are  showing  signs  of  stress,  accord¬ 
ing  to  officials  in  the  denomination's  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  This  article  is  the  first  of  three  looking  at  some  of  those  stresses 
and  possible  relief  for  them. 

agreements  transferred  administra¬ 
tion  of  The  Methodist  Church’s 
Woman’s  Division  programs  and 
properties  to  the  newly  created  Na¬ 
tional  Division.  The  Woman’s  Di¬ 
vision,  in  turn,  retained  ownership 
of  the  properties  but  promised  to 
continue  supporting  traditional 
“women’s  work”  being  adminis¬ 
tered  in  a  new  way. 


ministries — with  women  and  chil¬ 
dren — are  carried  out  directly. 

■  Reinstatement  of  training 
and  program  development  for  in¬ 
stitutions. 

Policy  already  begun 

Actually  the  “hang  tough”  pol¬ 
icy  had  begun  last  fall  when  the 
Women’s  Division  attached 
three  conditions  to  its  $5.1  mil¬ 
lion  appropriation  to  the  Nation¬ 
al  Division’s  1989  budget. 

“How  dare  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  tell  us  how  to  spend  our 
money!”  said  National  Division 
staffers  indignantly. 

Obviously  they  were  not  aware 
of  the  1964  agreements.  Those 


Methodist  exec  sees  'optimism'  in  S.  Africa 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

The  South  African  government 
may  be  moving  “toward  a  cli¬ 
mate  of  reconciliation  and  nego¬ 
tiation,”  the  executive  secretary 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Southern  Africa  said  last  week. 

The  Rev.  Vivian  Harris  called 
the  decision  of  President  F.W.  de 
Klerk  to  allow  a  Sept.  12  protest 
march  by  religious  leaders  a  sign 
that  the  mood  of  the  government 
may  be  changing  (see  related  edi¬ 
torial,  Page  2). 

The  government  had  banned 
open-air  protests  since  imposing 
emergency  rule  in  1986. 


Mr.  Harris  spoke  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  from  Cape  Town.  South 
Africa,  immediately  following 
the  midday  march,  which  was  led 
by  Anglican  Archbishop  Des¬ 
mond  Tutu  and  the  Rev.  Allan 
Boesak,  president  of  the  World 
Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches. 

"The  march  in  support  of 
peace  and  reconciliation  in  our 
country  went  off  well,”  he  said. 

The  Methodist  minister  said 
no  arrests  were  made  following 
the  march.  Mr.  De  Klerk  had  in¬ 
structed  police  not  to  interfere 
and  not  to  use  any  violence. 

The  lack  of  police  response 
contrasts  with  the  reaction  to  a 
Sept.  4  march  by  religious  lead¬ 


ers  protesting  apartheid  (separa¬ 
tion  of  races). 

Police  used  tear  gas,  bullets, 
and  riot  sticks  in  urban  areas  to 
stop  demonstrations  against  ex¬ 
clusion  of  blacks  from  the  coun¬ 
try’s  Sept.  6  elections. 

Mr.  Harris  said  Archbishop 
Tutu  and  Mr.  Boesak  were  arrest¬ 
ed  during  a  rally  at  Central  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Church  in  Cape 
Town  following  the  Sept.  4  march. 
Several  people  were  reported  to 
have  been  injured  by  police  on 
their  way  to  the  rally.  One  news 
account  said  the  police  pointed  an 
armored  truck  at  the  church. 

“The  problems  started  when 
the  police  were  blocking  off  ac¬ 


cess  to  the  church,”  said  Mr. 
Harris.  "They  had  obtained  a 
court  order  to  restrict  people 
from  going  to  the  rally.  [Method¬ 
ist]  Bishop  James  Gribble  of  the 
Cape  Town  district  was  involved 
in  the  protests.  He  was  not  ar¬ 
rested,  and  there  was  no  damage 
to  the  building.” 

Mr.  Harris  said  he  didn’t  expect 
any  retaliation  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  Methodist  Church’s 
involvement  in  the  protests. 

“The  signs  are  very  favorable 
right  now,”  he  said.  “But  we 
have  heard  promises  in  years 
gone  by.  The  mood  in  the  coun¬ 
try  from  a  lot  of  people  is  opti¬ 
mistic  at  the  moment.” 


Pact's  been  'weakened' 

Asked  how  the  1964  agree¬ 
ments  are  holding,  Ms.  Campbell 
answered:  “Very  weakened.” 

Ms.  Campbell  said  she  feels 
that  National  Division  leadership 
hasn't  made  the  concerns  of 
women  and  children  as  high  a 
priority  as  they  deserve,  given  the 
large  sums  of  money  ($6.8  mil¬ 
lion  in  1988)  that  the  Women’s 
Division  funnels  to  the  National 
Division  and  its  related  agencies 
and  mission  programs  (plus  $2.3 
million  put  into  property  mainte¬ 
nance). 

The  Rev.  Brian  A.  Fetterman, 
who  took  over  as  chief  executive 
of  the  National  Division  in  Octo¬ 
ber  1988.  disagrees. 

“A  careful  examination  of  ap¬ 
propriations  made  by  the  divi¬ 
sion  in  1989  shows  a  high 
interest  in  women,  children  and 
families,”  he  said. 

NEXT  WEEK:  Is  "history"  behind 
much  of  the  problem  between  two 
divisions  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries? 

Frances  S.  Smith  is  a  free-lance 
writer  living  in  New  York  City. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  SI0  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth- 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  full-time  for  1500- 

member  church.  Responsible  for  adult,  children, 
youth,  handbell  choirs,  development  of  total  mu¬ 
sic  ministry.  Resumes  to:  Temple  Terrace  United 
Methodist  Church,  5030  E.  Busch  Blvd.,  Tampa, 
FL  33617.  


NOT  DEAD  NOR  SLEEPING.  Explains  the  im¬ 

mediate  victory  and  wonder  of  dying  when  one  is 
in  Christ.  Free.  Ray’s  Study,  Box  5435,  Midland, 
TX  79704.  


YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT  MINISTER.  Small 

town  on  Florida’s  west  coast.  Excellent  opportu¬ 
nity  for  service/good  salary.  FUMC,  507  W.  Mar¬ 
ion  Ave.,  Punta  Gorda,  FL  33950.  


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  FOR  2500-MEMBER 

church.  Primary  emphasis  on  education,  mission 
enablement,  and  adult  advocacy  (singles,  seniors, 
etc.).  Four  year  degree  required  and  experience 
desired.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  ref¬ 
erences  to:  Dr.  Denny  Silk,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  7020  Cass  Street,  Omaha.  NE  68 1 32. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  2500- 

member  FUMC  of  Conroe.  TX.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  928,  Conroe,  TX  77305. 


FAST  GROWING  SOUTH  FLORIDA  church 
with  over  1200  members  and  an  exciting  “all 
ages"  music  program  including  choirs  and  hand¬ 
bell  choirs,  has  an  opening  for  Director  of  Music. 
Salary  $24,000-  $26,000  depending  on  vour  expe¬ 
rience.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  625  NE  2nd  Avenue.  Boca  Raton,  FL 
33432.  


THE  RACETRACK  CHAPLAINCY  OF  TEXAS 
is  seeking  eight  chaplains  for  Texas  tracks  and  an 
executive  director.  Ordained  ministers,  a  back¬ 
ground  in  counseling  and  racing  industry  knowl¬ 
edge  are  preferred.  Send  resumes  to:  RTCT,  825 
W.  Vickery,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76104.  Phone  (817) 
332-2715.  _ 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  FOR  2700-member 
church  needed.  Responsible  for  chancel  choir  and 
coordinating  12-pcrson  part-time  music  staff.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Dr.  Dan  Bonner,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  330  N.  Broadway.  Wichita,  KS  67202 
by  September  30th 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries.  1650-member  church.  Clergy,  diaco- 
nal  or  certified  lay  person  with  experience.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Al  Hammer.  St.  John's  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boulevard. 
Winter  Haven.  FL  33884.  


PENIEL,  A  PREACHING  JOURNAL  in  the  Ja¬ 
cob  tradition — wrestling  to  tell  God’s  story.  $4 
each.  $12  one  year:  four  issues.  Penicl.  Box  408, 
Dept.  SRI,  Indianola,  IA  501 2S. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun.  Drawer  1 138.  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067.627-9507, 


DIRECTOR  OF  MARKETING  AND  OPERA¬ 
TION.  Full-time,  year-round  management  posi¬ 
tion  at  Oakwood  Center  (Syracuse),  a  United 
Methodist  conference  center.  Major  emphasis 
will  be  on  marketing  the  Oakwood  facility.  Sala¬ 
ry.  housing,  and  other  benefits  will  be  based  on 
experience.  Call  or  write  Reverend  Steve  Ander¬ 
son.  P.O.  Box  869.  Marion.  IN  46952,  (317)  664- 
SI  38.  for  job  description  and  application.  Re¬ 
sumes  accepted  through  October  20,  1989. 
Starting  date  of  January  I  is  negotiable. 


DIRECTOR.  ASSISTANT.  OF  UM-RELATED 
women’s  residence.  Primary  responsibility:  de¬ 
velopment  of  program  services  and  supervision 
of  some  departments.  Requires  some  evening, 
weekend,  and  overnight  duty.  Qualifications:  ma¬ 
turity  and  flexibility.  Prefer  MA  in  human  ser¬ 
vices  plus  experience.  Because  of  the  nature  of 
the  iob,  only  women  need  apply.  Submit  letter  of 
application  and  resume  to:  Mildred  W.  Brunson. 
Executive  Director,  Mary  Elizabeth  Inn,  1040 
Bush  St.,  San  Francisco.  CA  94109.  (415)  673- 
6768.  Deadline  November  I. 


Specialist's  China  visit  finds  church  unharmed 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Christian 
Church  in  China  has  not  been  threat¬ 
ened  by  the  political  upheaval  of  re¬ 
cent  months,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  specialist  on  China. 

The  Rev.  Ewing  “Bud"  Carroll,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
China  Program,  visited  Shanghai, 
Beijing  and  Nanjing  Aug.  19-29  at  the 
invitation  of  Chinese  church  leaders. 

He  noted  that  “church  life,  in 
many  respects,  is  life  as  usual.” 

He  said  Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  China  Christian  Coun¬ 
cil,  told  him  that  “the  church  is 
facing  both  new  problems  and  new 
opportunities  beyond  anything  it 
has  ever  had.” 

The  changes  stem  from  student 
demonstrations  in  Beijing  and  other 
cities  this  spring  and  the  brutal  June  4 
military  crackdown  on  protesting  stu¬ 
dents  in  Beijing’s  Tiananmen  Square. 

Since  then,  the  Chinese  govern¬ 
ment  has  launched  a  massive  pro¬ 
paganda  campaign  concerning  June 


K.H.  Ting 


4  and  has  been  arresting  and  even 
executing  students  involved  in  the 
protests. 

A  panel  of  the 
United  Nations 
Human  Rights 
Commission  ac¬ 
cused  China  Aug. 

31  of  seriously 
damaging  its  citi¬ 
zens’  human 
rights. 

According  to 
Mr.  Carroll,  who  also  is  chairman 
of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  China  Program,  life  on 
the  surface  appears  normal  in  Chi¬ 
na,  except  for  the  lack  of  tourists. 
But  underneath,  he  said,  the  propa¬ 
ganda  campaign  is  not  working. 

“People  are  concerned;  people 
are  angry,”  he  said.  “The  growing 
feeling  is  that  ‘we  don’t  like  what 
happened.’  ” 

While  Mr.  Carroll  believes  the 
protesting  students  were  “foolishly 
naive”  in  pushing  the  government 
to  the  limit,  he  called  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  reaction  a  combination  of 


‘residual  feudalism  and  contempo¬ 
rary  fascism.” 

Mr.  Carroll  described  the  Chinese 
Communist  Party’s  track  record  as 
one  marked  by  flexibility  and  com¬ 
promise. 

By  ignoring  that  record,  “party 
leaders  themselves  have  taken  a 
step  backward,”  he  added. 

Some  Chinese  church  leaders  be¬ 
lieve  the  events  of  June  4  have  precip¬ 
itated  new  faith  questions  for  young 
people,  according  to  Mr.  Carroll. 

Churches  in  Beijing,  for  example, 
have  had  a  large  increase  of  young 
people  at  services. 

Beijing  Christian  Church,  former¬ 
ly  a  Methodist  church,  has  started 
Monday-night  meetings  to  introduce 
youth  to  Christianity,  averaging 
about  70  people  a  meeting.  On  Tues¬ 
day  nights.  200-300  people  show  up 
for  a  "faith  and  witness  meeting.” 

Sunday  schools  recently  have 
been  re-established  in  Fuzhou  and 
Shanghai. 

Mr.  Carroll  visited  a  classroom  of 
50  children,  ages  3-12,  who  sang 
"Jesus  Loves  the  Little  Children”  in 
Chinese. 


He  also  participated  in  an  orien¬ 
tation  for  Amity  Foundation  teach¬ 
ers  in  Nanjing  and  visited  with 
Martha  and  Frank  Kuhlman  and 
Jack  and  Judy  Williamson,  United 
Methodists  who  are  a  part  of  the 
Christian-related  program. 

Bishop  Ting  told  Mr.  Carroll  that 
"the  church  in  China  will  be  a  grow¬ 
ing  classroom  for  democracy”  but 
added  that  democracy  must  also  ex¬ 
ist  within  the  church. 

However,  Mr.  Carroll  noted  that 
the  Chinese  version  of  democracy 
differs  from  Western  democracy. 


A  Rest-Relax-Renewal 
Cruise 

7  days/5  Caribbean  ports 
Norwegian  Cruise  Line 
Cabins:  $1,281  to  $1,408  (d/a) 

(including  airfare  to  San  Juan) 

Sail  July  21,  1990 
$200  deposit  by  October  30,  1989 
Bible  Study/Worship  in  black  tradition 

First  UMC  of  Pacoima,  P.O. 
Box  4117,  Pacoima,  CA  91331. 
(818)  896-2626. 
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Faith 

^connections 

SOLID  CIRCUITS:  More  than  half  of 
all  United  Methodist  congregations  share  their 
pastors  with  other  local  churches,  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board  has  found.  A  study  by 
the  Rev.  Douglas  W.  Johnson,  research  director 
at  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  re¬ 
veals  that  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  has  the 
highest  number — 59  percent — of  local  churches 
on  multiple  pastoral  circuits. 

HEALTH  HAZARD:  Environmental 
hearings  to  fight  toxic  waste  disposal  in  minor¬ 
ity  communities  are  scheduled  for  Sept.  29-30 
in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 

They’re  sponsored  by  the 
Southwest  Organizing 
Project  and  the  EcoJustice 
Task  Force  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  The 
Rev.  Minerva  G.  Carcano, 

El  Paso  district  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Rio  Grande  Annual 
Conference,  is  to  be  part  of  a  national  ecumeni¬ 
cal  panel.  It  is  to  tour  the  Albuquerque  commu¬ 
nity  and  hear  firsthand  testimony  from  people 
affected  by  industrial  and  governmental  toxins. 

PROPHETIC  PREACHING:  Five 

United  Methodist  preachers  have  been  selected 
for  the  1990  audiotape  “Circuit  Rider  Sermon 
Series.”  They  are  the  Revs.  Tallulah  F.  Williams 
of  Chicago;  Beverly  Jean  Shamana  of  Los  Ange¬ 
les;  William  McClain  of  Washington;  Barry  Bai¬ 
ley  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas;  and  Joe  Harding  of 
Nashville.  Five  more  are  to  be  chosen  this  year. 
The  series  is  sponsored  by  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House’s  journal  for  clergy. 

GOLDEN  CELEBRATION:  The 

50th  anniversary  of  the  union  of  three  Method¬ 
ist  bodies  is  to  be  marked  during  a  Nov.  1-2 
symposium  at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  The  session  is  the  second  part 
of  a  commemoration  of  the  1939  joining  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal;  Methodist  Episcopal, 
South;  and  Methodist  Protestant  churches. 

SPIRITUAL  VITALITY:  The  Rev. 

Leonard  I.  Sweet,  president  of  United  Method¬ 
ism's  United  Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  is  to  address  a  gather¬ 
ing  of  spiritual  leaders  from 
local  United  Methodist 
churches  in  San  Diego, 

Calif.,  Nov.  2-4.  Sponsored 
by  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry,  the  gathering  is  to 
bring  together  leaders  in  an¬ 
nual  conferences  who  want  Leonard  I.  Sweet 
to  discover  examples  of  spirituality  in  the 
church. 

ELECTED  PRESIDENT:  Chiquita 

Smith,  an  executive  secretary  at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division,  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights.  The  in¬ 
terfaith  group  has  headquarters  in  Washington. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Minerva  Carcano 


Faith,  reverence,  dignity 
mark  UM  healing  services 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BY  |OHN  C.  GOODWIN 


NEW  YORK — “Lowly  pennies"  such  as  these,  when  combined 
with  others,  form  substantial  donations  to  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion's  "Parish  Partners"  program. 

'Lowly  pennies'  pay 
for  Parish  Partners 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— The 
10-member  prayer  team  stands 
silently  before  the  white  altar 
with  its  single  glowing  candle. 

Each  member  places  his  or  her 
hands  lightly  upon  the  shoulders 
of  those  who  come  seeking  help. 
With  thumb  and  forefinger,  each 
grasps  a  small  black  container 
holding  sweet  oil. 

Intercessor  and  supplicant 
pray  silently  for  moments.  Then 
the  intercessor  touches  a  finger  to 
the  oil  and  marks  a  cross  on  the 
supplicant’s  forehead. 

Gentle  murmurs  run  over  and 
over:  “In  the  name  of  the  Father, 
the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 
Amen.” 

The  supplicants,  many  with 
tear-streaked  faces,  return  quiet¬ 
ly  to  their  seats. 

No  swoons,  no  screams,  no 
shouted  demands  for  instant  re¬ 
lief  intrude  upon  the  worship’s 
profound  dignity. 

That  is  a  United  Methodist 
healing  service. 

Healing  worship  growing 

Healing  services  are  taking 
place  more  frequently  across  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  said 
the  Rev.  James  K.  Wagner,  direc¬ 
tor  of  prayer  and  healing  minis¬ 


tries  for  The  Upper  Room's 
spiritual  renewal  program. 

His  “An  Adventure  in  Healing 
and  Wholeness”  classes  were  part 
of  the  recent  convocation  of  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists 
in  Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts. 

The  Upper  Room,  a  part  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  began  offering  instruc¬ 
tion  in  healing  ministry  in  1988. 

Many  participants  at  the  Clare¬ 
mont  convocation  came  with 
doubts  about  the  concept  of  heal¬ 
ing  ministry  and  challenged  Dr. 
Wagner's  ideas  during  his  classes. 

Dispelling  misconceptions 

Dispelling  misconceptions 
about  legitimate  Christian  healing 
services  is  essential,  responded  Dr. 
Wagner,  who  has  devoted  the  past 
20  years  to  learning  about  and 
teaching  healing  ministry. 

“You  simply  have  to  accept 
people’s  skepticism,”  he  said. 
“There  are  charlatans  who  prey 
on  people  through  healing  ser¬ 
vices.  People  have  seen  things  on 
television.  These  are  not,  howev¬ 
er,  how  Christ  healed.” 

Among  other  misconceptions 
that  Dr.  Wagner  contrasted  with 
Christ’s  example  were: 

■  Television  portrayals  of 
healing  ministry  that  deal  only 
with  physical  problems  and  in 
miracle  cures. 


“Christ  used  the  therapy  that 
would  work  for  each  individual,” 
Dr.  Wagner  said.  “Some  were 
forgiven  of  sin  first.  Some  were 
healed  in  relationships.  The  in¬ 
tent  was  to  repair  and  restore  the 
harmony  that  leads  to  an  abun¬ 
dant  life.” 

■  Belief  by  some  Christians 
that  illness  is  punishment  for  sin. 

Christ  doesn’t  teach  that.  Dr. 
Wagner  countered. 

■  Belief  that  spiritual  therapy 
isn’t  relevant  to  physical  well-being. 

“Jesus  wanted  to  heal  the 
whole  person,”  Dr.  Wagner  said, 
citing  the  story  of  Christ  healing 
the  paralyzed  man  beside  the  Be- 
thesda  pool  in  John  5:1-14. 

Christ  is  the  healer 

Modem  medicine,  as  depicted 
in  such  books  as  “Love,  Medi¬ 
cine  and  Miracles”  by  Dr.  Ber¬ 
nard  Siegel,  is  learning  that 
spiritual  and  emotional  well-be¬ 
ing  are  essential  to  physical 
health.  Dr.  Wagner  said. 

Legitimate  healing  ministry, 
Dr.  Wagner  emphasized,  occurs 
when  the  community  of  faith 
helps  those  in  need  to  experience 
a  spiritual  union  with  God 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

“All  you  have  to  do  is  love  Je¬ 
sus,  love  people  and  bring  them 
together,”  Dr.  Wagner  said. 
“Then  healing  happens. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Can  you  spare  a  penny?  If  so, 
you  can  join  the  "Pennies  for 
Parish  Partners”  campaign 
through  the  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church. 

"The  penny  campaign  proves 
that  the  lowly  penny,  pooled  with 
other  poor  pennies,  is  still  worth 
something,”  said  the  Rev.  Abra¬ 
ham  R.  Carey,  a  staff  member  of 
the  National  Program  Division 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Pennies  collected  are  used  for 
clergy  salary  support  and  leader¬ 
ship  development  in  four  annual 
conferences:  Puerto  Rico,  Rio 
Grande,  Oklahoma  Indian  Mis¬ 
sionary  and  Alaska  Missionary, 
he  said. 

To  demonstrate  his  point  this 
summer,  Mr.  Carey  placed  penny 
receptacles  next  to  two  reception¬ 
ist  desks  at  Global  Ministries 
headquarters  in  New  York  City. 
Next  to  the  receptacles  he  placed 
signs  that  said,  “Pennies  for  Par¬ 
ish  Partners.” 

“People  who  don't  know  what 
to  do  with  their  pennies  or  who 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


AMCE  No  gift  too  small 


don’t  want  to  bother  to  wrap  them 
are  donating  them  to  Parish  Part¬ 
ners,”  said  Mr.  Carey. 

As  of  early  September,  at  least 
$600  had  been  dropped  into  the 
receptacles — all  in  pennies. 

Russell  H.  Scott,  another  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  executive,  reports 
that  "Pennies  for  Parish  Part¬ 
ners"  assist  churches  like  La 
Santisima  Trinidad  Unida  Meto- 
dista  in  Weslaco,  Texas. 

“Advance  gifts  to  Parish  Partners 
helped  sustain  the  church  as  it  grew 
and  became  self-supporting,”  said 
Mr.  Scott. 

Gifts  to  support  “Parish  Part¬ 
ners”  can  be  sent  via  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurers  and  designated  for 
any  or  all  of  the  following  Advance 
Special  numbers:  Rio  Grande  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  531733-1;  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference,  931027-4; 
Puerto  Rico  Annual  Conference, 
352696-6;  and  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary,  5836344. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


CLAREMONT,  Calif. — The  Rev.  James  K.  Wagner  of  The  Upper  Room  demonstrates  the  "little 
bit  of  oil"  used  to  anoint  supplicants  in  a  United  Methodist  healing  service.  At  the  bottom  right 
are  rows  of  "anointing  oil  buttons"  used  as  sacramental  aids  by  prayer  teams. 


Your  Investment 
in  Mission 

THE 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

DEVELOPMENT 

FUND 

Helping  to 
Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Inv 

Rate* 

4  yr.  term 

$100 

9% 

1  yr.  term 

$100 

8% 

Flexible 

$100 

7% 

‘Rates  subject  to  change. 


For  as  little  as  $100,  notes  may  be  purchased.  Available  only 
to  United  Methodist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organiza¬ 
tions,  Boards  or  agencies.  Be  a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church 
into  the  next  century,  while  achieving  your  own  personal  investment 
goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing:  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115.  Tel.  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633  if  out-of-NY 
State. 


Christians  instructed  to  pray  for  healing 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— “If 
you’ve  ever  prayed  for  someone, 
you’re  engaged  in  healing  minis¬ 
try,”  said  the  Rev.  James  K.  Wag¬ 
ner,  director  of  healing  ministry  for 
The  Upper  Room. 

Legitimate  Christian  healing 
ministry  is  based  upon  biblical  in¬ 
structions,  he  continued. 

Christians  are  taught  in  James 
5:14-15  to  pray  for  the  sick  and 
anoint  them.  Dr.  Wagner  noted. 

Anointing  with  oil  isn’t  a  magic 
cure,  he  said.  It’s  a  sacramental  aid, 
symbolic  of  oil’s  historic  use  as 
medicine.  The  oil  helps  those  in 
prayer  to  focus  on  God. 


Most  importantly.  Dr.  Wagner 
said,  the  Gospels  give  evidence  that 
Christians  are  to  follow  Christ’s  ex¬ 
amples  in  healing  ministry. 

“Christ  is  the  healer,”  he  said. 
“We’re  just  the  helpers.  When  we 
pray  for  healing,  what  we’re  doing  is 
giving  Christ  permission  to  heal  us.” 

He  said  the  Gospels  show  that 
Christ  healed  in  five  ways; 

■  He  forgave  sins,  the  disruption 
of  humans’  relationship  with  God. 

■  He  healed  mentally. 

■  He  healed  emotionally. 

■  He  healed  physically. 

■  He  healed  human  relation¬ 
ships. 

These  parts  make  up  the  concept 


People  callecf 


UM  clergywoman  elected 
campus  ministry  president 

The  Rev.  Odette  Lockwood-Stew- 
art,  executive  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation 
at  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  California 
at  Los  Angeles, 
is  the  new  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Campus 
Ministry  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Lockwood-Stewart 

She  is  the  second  female  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  25-year-old  association, 
the  only  ecumenical  campus  minis¬ 
try  group  in  the  United  States. 

Ms.  Lockwood-Stewart  has  written 
a  devotional  guide  for  college  stu¬ 
dents  for  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  and  has  just  ended  a  term 
as  president  of  the  board's  National 
Committee  on  Campus  Ministry. 


=United  Methodist 


Association  honors  two 
church  administrators 

WASHINGTON— Two  United 
Methodists  received  top  honors 
from  the  National  Association  of 
Church  Business  Administrators. 

Christian  A.  Madison,  a  diaconal 
minister  on  staff  at  Walter  Fair  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tyler,  Texas,  has  been  named  Na¬ 
tional  Church  Business  Administra¬ 
tor  of  the  Year.  He  is  a  20-year 
veteran  in  church  administration. 

John  Brelsford,  who  recently  re¬ 
tired  after  33  years  as  business  man¬ 
ager  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  was 
named  to  the  association’s  Church 
Management  Hall  of  Fame. 

Mr.  Brelsford  is  a  founder  of  the 
national  organization  as  well  as  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of 
Church  Business  Administrators. 


of  holistic  health  that  is  gaining 
credence  in  contemporary  medi¬ 
cine,  Dr.  Wagner  said. 

For  more  information  on  healing 
ministry,  write  “An  Adventure  in 
Healing  and  Wholeness,”  The  Up¬ 
per  Room,  P.O.  Box  189,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202-0189. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


ILLUSTRATE 
YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  that  church  anniversary 
with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  illus¬ 
tration.  This  art  can  be  used  in  bro¬ 
chures,  art  prints,  posters,  etc. 

Artist,  Tom  Gibson  has  over  19  years 
of  capable,  professional  experience. 
Call  Tom  today  for  this  exceptional  op¬ 
portunity. 

Mission  Communications 
(214)  630-6495 


Pray 


for  the  mission 
of  our  church 


Use  the  1990  PRAYER  CALENDAR 

No  other  resource  contains  as  much  information  on  the 
mission  work  of  THE  UNITED  METHODIST 
CHURCH. 

•  It  lists  missionaries  and  their  addresses  and  the 
countries  and  states  in  which  they  serve. 

•  Meditations  are  at  the  top  of  many  calendar  pages. 

•  Each  mission  program,  overseas  and  in  the  U.S.,  is 
listed. 

•  Birthdays  of  missionaries  and  Crusade  Scholars  are 
given. 

•  Heads  of  overseas  churches,  members  and  staff  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  retired 
missionaries  and  deaconesses  are  listed,  with  ad¬ 
dresses  of  retired  missionaries. 

See  maps  of  countries  where  United  Methodists  are  in 
mission.  THIS  CHRISTMAS,  GIVE  THE  1990 
PRAYER  CALENDAR . . .  and  add  a  link  to  the  United 
Methodist  prayer  chain. 

Order  your  gift  copies  of  the  Yrayer  Calendar  (#\449)  @  $5.00  plus  postage  and 
handling  charges,  from:  Service  Center,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
7820  Reading  Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 
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Sharing  Together 
in  Praise  and 


Thanksgiving! 

No  act  is  more  sacred  or  meaningful  to  the  Christian  than  the  taking 
of  bread  and  wine  as  an  act  of  prayerful  celebration. 

No  reality  is  more  sacred  or  meaningful  to  the  Christian  than  the.  re¬ 
ality  of  the  kingdom  of  God  coming  to  all  parts  of  the  earth  in  love,  jus¬ 
tice  and  service. 

No  command  is  more  sacred  or  meaningful  to  the  Christian  than  the 
commission  of  Jesus  to  go  and  make  disciples  of  all  peoples  . . .  baptiz¬ 
ing  and  teaching  them. 

No  promise  of  Jesus  is  more  sacred  or  meaningful  than  his  promise 
to  be  with  us  always  —  even  to  the  close  of  the  age. 

And  Jesus  is  closest  and  most  visible  to  the  church  as  we  share  bread 
and  wine  in  praise  and  thanksgiving. 

This  Sunday  is  World  Communion  Sunday.  I  can  think  of  no  more 
significant  time  to  be  present  for  worship,  and  to  respond  to  Jesus’ 
words  “Do  This  in  Remembrance  of  Me.” 

<ou 


October  Conference  Calendar 

1  World  Communion  Sunday 

1-  3  Alexandria  District  “Caravan  for  Learning” 

5  Baton  Rouge  District  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry, 

Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 

6  Building  an  Effective  Young  Adult  Ministry, 

Asbury  Church,  Lafayette,  9:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

7  Ken  Callahan  Workshop,  First  Church,  New  Orleans 
7  Fall  Youth  Convocation,  First  Church,  Monroe, 

9:30  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

7  Singles  Conference,  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette 

7-  8  Intimacy;  Building  Healthy  Relationships,  Asbury 

Church,  Lafayette,  8:30  a.m.  on  7th  —  1:30  p.m.  on  8th 

8-  1 0  Ruston  District,  “Caravan  for  Learning” 

1 0  CrossLines  Board  of  Directors,  Istrouma  Church, 

10:00  a.m. 

10-11  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 
1 3-14  Baby  Boomer  Workshop,  First  Church,  Shreveport, 

9:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m.  each  day. 

13-15  Jurisdictional  Singles  Training,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
16-18  Shreveport  District  “Caravan  for  Learning” 

17  “Unwrapping  the  Gift  of  Healing”  seminar, 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 

1 8  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Meeting, 

Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 

20-22  Toxic  Waste  Consultation,  LSU-Baton  Rouge 

21  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Broadmoor  Church 
Baton  Rouge,  1 0:00  a.m. 

2 1  UMW  District  Elect  Leaders  Training  Event,  First 
Church,  Pineville 

2 1  Acadiana  District  United  Methodist  Men  Rally, 

First  Church,  Franklin,  9:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

22-24  Lake  Charles  District,  “Caravan  for  Learning” 

22-24  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  North  Shore  District 

26  Restructuring  committee.  First  Church,  Alexandria, 

10:00  a.m. 

27  Centenary  College  Church  Council,  9:00  a.m. 

27  Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees,  Noon 
27-29  Conference  Junior  High  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers, 

Alexandria 

28  Baby  Boomer  Workshop,  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette, 

9:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

31  BOM  Com.  on  Tmg.  &  Orders:  Biographical  Update 
Sent  to  all  Non-Probation  Seminarians,  Annual 
Progress  Report  sent  to  Probationers  not  in 
P.A.Y.  process 

3 1  JCFA  Executive  Committee,  Dallas,  TX 
3 1  SCJ  Executive  Committee,  Dallas,  TX 


Laity  Sunday  October  15 


United  Methodists  celebrate  La¬ 
ity  Sunday  on  the  third  Sunday  in 
October  each  year.  This  special 
time  offers  an  opportunity  for  rec¬ 
ognition  and  affirmation  of  the 
ministries  of  God’s  people  every¬ 
where. 

The  first  Laity  Sunday  was  cele¬ 
brated  in  May  of  1928  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  South. 
Known  as  “Laymen’s  Day”  at  that 
time,  its  purpose  was  to  inspire  lay 
people  to  service  in  the  community 
and  in  the  world.  The  name  was  lat¬ 
er  changed  to  Laity  Sunday  in  1972, 
and  its  purpose  was  expanded  to  af¬ 
firm  the  ministries  of  the  laity  and 
to  inspire  all  laity,  including  men, 
women,  and  children  for  service. 

Themes  for  1989-92  focus  on 
God’s  call  to  each  individual.  Each 
theme  highlights  one  aspect  of  the 
call  and  the  response.  The  themes 
are:  1989,  we  are  called  and  gifted; 
1990,  we  are  called  to  connect  faith 
and  action;  1991,  we  are  called  to 
holy  living;  and  1 992,  we  are  called 


to  life  in  God’s  service. 

Board  of  Laity  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  continue  for  this 
quadrennium  the  traditional  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  laity:  1)  lay  speaking 
schools;  2)  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarships;  and  3)  the  1000  Club. 
Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  new 
units  and  greater  participation  in 
the  United  Methodist  Women, 
United  Methodist  Men,  and  United 
Methodist  Youth  groups.  New  em¬ 
phasis  will  center  on:  1)  greater  co¬ 
operation  support  between  the 
clergy  and  laity  of  our  Conference; 
2)  fostering  the  dedication  of  one 
additional  hour  of  work  per  week 
per  member  for  the  church  of  each 
lay  person;  3)  the  development  of  a 
statewide  men’s  chorus  organized 
in  each  district;  4)  the  adoption  of 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
as  a  special  focus  for  the  laity;  5) 
publishing  a  quarterly  newspaper 
distributed  to  all  charge  lay  leaders 
and  other  leaders  of  the  laity  giving 
current  updates  of  lay  activities  of 
our  Conference. 


Around  the 


FORMAL  DEDICATION  HELD  —  The  congregation  of  First  UMC  in 
Farmerville  gathers  on  the  church  grounds  for  the  formal  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  Cleo  Taylor  Aulds  Annex  which  is  expected  to  be  the  fu¬ 
ture  site  for  a  Family  Life  Center.  Kelcy  Patterson  received  the  gift 
of  land  on  behalf  of  the  children,  while  Doris  Tettleton  accepted  for 
the  youth  of  the  church,  and  Buddy  Guier  for  the  adult  membership. 
David  Clinton  accepted  the  title  of  property  on  behalf  of  the  con¬ 
gregation.  The  property  was  recently  donated  by  Mrs.  Aulds.  Rev. 
Lester  N.  Nance  is  pastor. 


r 


'Caravan  for  Learning'  Schedule 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

October  1  1:30-4:30  p.m. 

6-9  p.m. 

October  2  6-9  p.m. 

October  3  9:30  a.m.-12  p.m. 

6- 9  p.m. 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 
October  8  2-4  p.m. 

October  9  12-3  p.m. 

7- 9  p.m. 

October  10  10a.m.-2p.m. 

7-9  p.m. 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
October  1 6  7-9  p.m. 

October  17  9:30  a.m.-12  p.m. 

7-9  p.m. 

October  18  9:30  a.m.-12  p.m. 

7-9  p.m. 


Olla  UMC 

First  UMC,  Natchitoches 
Jena  UMC 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  (Pastors) 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

Farmerville  UMC 
Arcadia  (Pastors) 

First  UMC,  Minden 
\rcadia  UMC 
Grace  UMC,  Ruston 

Many  UMC 
Benton  UMC 
First  UMC,  Bossier  City 
Faith  UMC,  Shreveport 
Noel  UMC,  Shreveport 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
October  22  1 2-2:30  p.m. 


October  23 


October  24 


5-8  p.m. 

10  a.m.-12  p.m. 

6:30-8:30  p.m. 
5:30-8:30  p.m. 


Henning  Memorial  UMC, 
Sulphur 

First  UMC,  Jennings 
First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 
(Pastors) 

Kinder  UMC 
Hombeck  UMC 


All  workshops,  except  those  noted  “pastors”  are  open  to  all  teach- 
I  ers.  There  will  be  classes  for  teachers  of  children,  youth  and  adults.  . 
Select  the  location  and  time  best  for  you. 


New  Churches  Underway 
in  Shreveport 


Faith  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  held  its  first  worship 
service  September  3  with  nearly  a 
full  sanctuary. 

Faith  Church  is  housed  in  the 
sanctuary  and  education  building 
formerly  occupied  by  Cedar  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church.  Cedar 
Grove’s  congregation  occupies  the 
remainder  of  the  facilities  for  its 
membership. 

Rev.  Willie  Jackson  Jr.  is  pastor 
of  the  new  congregation  which  is 
anticipating  to  be  one  of  the  leading 
black  churches  in  the  Shreveport 
area. 


On  Sunday,  October  1,  another 
new  church  in  the  Shreveport  area 
will  begin  services.  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  meeting 
at  the  Bossier  Community  College 
in  Bossier  City.  This  congregation 
will  eventually  construct  its  facili¬ 
ties  on  a  15  acre  tract  on  Airline 
Drive  north  of  Interstate  220.  With 
the  beginning  of  this  new  congre¬ 
gation  since  Stephen’s  Church  in 
Bossier  closed  it  is  anticipated 
that  most  of  its  membership  would 
unite  with  Asbury.  Rev.  Jerry  Hil- 
bun  was  appointed  pastor  of  this 
new  congregation  during  the  recent 
session  of  the  Annual  Conference. 


Important  Notice 

It  has  become  necessary  to  change  the  fall  meeting  date  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  from  October  14  to  October  21!  The 
meeting  will  begin  at  10:00  a.m.  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 
As  a  part  of  the  agenda  for  this  meeting  we  will  be  introduced  to  the 
Episcopal  Initiative  program  and  invited  to  have  input  into  this  qua¬ 
drennial  emphasis. 


Conference 


GETTING  READY  —  Shown  pictured  are  Mrs.  Idele  Wilson,  Assis¬ 
tant  Chairman  and  Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Montgomery,  Church  Memorial 
Chairman  both  from  Gonzales  UMC,  getting  the  newly  revised 
hymnals  ready  for  the  church.  Being  one  of  the  first  churches  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  hymnals,  the  church  held  its  dedication  in  July  during  the 
morning  worship  service.  Rev.  “Ken"  (acocks  is  pastor. 


ATTEND  LABOR  DAY  EVENT  —  Shown  pictured  are  those  who  at¬ 
tended  SuperServe  '89  at  Mount  Sequoyah  Labor  Day  Weekend. 
The  group  represented  the  Louisiana  Conference  at  the  Volunteers 
in  Mission  Rally.  Left  to  r.  are:  (front  row)  V.  J.  French,  Lena  French, 
Elaine  Strozier, ).  D.  Strozier,  Brenda  Easterling,  and  Ron  Easterling. 
(Back  row)  I.  to  r.  are:  Doreen  Watts,  Beth  Watts,  Virginia  johnson, 
Chuck  Johnson,  and  Norma  Stanfield. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  22nd  Annual  Broadmoor 
UMW’s  TASTE  FAIR  is  set  for  Oc¬ 
tober  3  in  the  Activities  Building  of 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 
The  doors  will  open  at  10:30  a.m., 
with  tasting  beginning  at  11  a.m. 
and  continuing  until  1  p.m.  This 
year’s  theme  is  “The  Great  Ameri¬ 
can  Pastimes  —  Food  and  Games.” 
Five  food  categories  will  be  repre¬ 
sented.  Recipes  which  have  been 
gathered  from  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  will  be  published  in  a  cookbook 
which  will  be  available  for  pur¬ 
chase.  There  will  be  a  bake  shop 
containing  home  baked  goods,  as 
well  as  crafts  and  decorations.  For 
further  information  contact  Judy 
Zollinger.  Rev.  Kenneth  Reed  is 
pastor. 


This  year,  October  16-24  faith 
communities  across  the  United 
States,  including  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODISTS,  will  be  celebrating  the 


seventh  annual  “Peace  with  Justice 
Week.”  The  theme  for  1989  “In 
God  We  Trust:  The  Other  Side  of 
the  Coin,”  calls  religious  communi¬ 
ties  to  re-examine  notions  of  eco¬ 
nomic  and  national  security  in  the 
light  of  religious  faith.  Over  the 
years,  the  Week  has  grown  into  the 
major  educational  and  organizing 
vehicle  for  faith  communities  who 
are  establishing  the  linkages  be¬ 
tween  issues  of  social  justice  and 
peace.  Spanning  World  Food  Day 
and  World  Disarmament  Day,  the 
Week  provides  a  focus  for  empow¬ 
erment  and  meaningful  change  in 
the  U.S.  Activities  around  the  coun¬ 
try  include  worship  services,  educa¬ 
tional  activities,  legislative 
advocacy  and  Shalom  Festivals. 
Louisiana  Conference  churches  are 
urged  to  come  together  in  this  com¬ 
mon  expression  of  the  desire  for  so¬ 
cial  justice  and  for  peace. 

*  *  * 


Live  Oak  UMC  will  host  a  revival 
October  1-3  with  visiting  preacher 
Rev.  Joe  McClain,  New  Orleans 
District  Superintendent.  Sunday, 
October  1  there  will  be  a  Potluck 
Supper  at  5:30  p.m.  with  worship 
service  following.  On  Monday,  Oc¬ 
tober  2  there  will  be  Bible  Study  at 
10  a.m.,  along  with  a  salad  lun¬ 
cheon.  Worship  service  will  take 
place  at  7  p.m.  that  same  evening. 
Tuesday,  October  3  Bible  Study  and 
salad  luncheon  will  again  take  place 
starting  10  a.m.  At  6  p.m.  there  will 
be  a  spaghetti  supper.  A  7  p.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service  will  follow.  Rev.  John 
Scarf  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

Sunday,  September  17  Julia 
McLean  Williams  preached  at  the 
morning  worship  service  at  Grace 
UMC  in  Ruston.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  a  Louisiana  Methodist  minister 
and  is  now  serving  as  executive 
Vice-President  for  the  Mission  So¬ 


ciety.  She  was  a  missionary  to  Bo¬ 
livia  for  10  years  and  organized  the 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Program  for 
the  North  Carolina  Conference.  She 
directed  16  teams  to  South  Ameri¬ 
ca.  Grace  is  scheduled  for  a  mis¬ 
sions  weekend  with  the  Missions 
Society  May  4-6,  1990.  Rev.  Larry 
G.  Miller  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  Minden  is  pleased 
to  announce  the  arrival  of  Mrs. 
Sharon  Krouse  as  the  church’ s  new 
organist.  Sharon  was  a  music  major 
at  Samford  University  in  Alabama. 
She  has  served  as  pianist,  organist, 
and  choir  director  at  Grace  Cove¬ 
nant  Presbyterian  Church  in  Mid- 
field,  Alabama,  in  addition  to 
serving  as  organist  and  pianist  at 
other  churches.  She  has  also  filled 
in  for  several  churches  in  Minden 
when  needed.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Bur¬ 
gess  is  pastor. 


39  AND  HOLDING  —  Rev.  William  V.  "Bill"  Sirman  was  honored 
recently  by  the  Crossroads-Hall  Summit  Charge  located  in  the 
Shreveport  District  on  his  66th  birthday. 
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Editorial -  - 

Meeting  disaster  head-on 


“It’s  been  a  sad  week  here." 

Such  was  the  lament  of  a  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  resident  after  a  random 
shooting  in  his  town  left  eight  peo¬ 
ple  dead  and  1 4  others  wounded. 

in  recent  days,  countless  others 
throughout  the  world  have  experi¬ 
enced  their  own  “sad  weeks.” 

■  Hurricane  Hugo  ripped 
through  the  Caribbean  islands  and 
the  southeastern  United  States, 
claiming  some  48  lives  and  massive 
property  damage  (see  related  story 
in  this  issue). 

■  Ten  miners  died  in  a  western 
Kentucky  mine  explosion. 

■  Twenty  children  were  killed  in 
Texas  when  their  school  bus  was 
rammed  by  a  delivery  truck. 

■  A  French  jetliner  en  route  to 
Paris  crashed  in  Africa,  killing  171 
people,  including  the  wife  of  the 
U.S.  ambassador  to  Chad  and  an 
American  Peace  Corps  volunteer 
going  home  on  leave. 

Sad  weeks. 

Even  we  who  believe  in  a  gra¬ 
cious  God  are  hard  pressed  at  such, 
times  to  identify  any  grace  in  such 
devastating,  soul-numbing  events. 

Nothing  we  can  do  or  say  can 
undo  the  travesty  done  to  people 
and  their  loved  ones  by  a  deranged 
gunman,  a  coal-mine  explosion,  a 
raging  hurricane  or  terrorist  bombs 
that  cause  a  plane  crash. 

At  our  most  despairing,  we  may 
.even  turn  our  back  on  such  painful 
occurrences,  saying  or  thinking, 
“Things  are  hopeless.  Why  think  or 
try  to  do  anything  about  them?” 


Sad  weeks. 

As  followers  of  One  who  Himself 
knew  sad  weeks,  we  are  challenged 
to  shun  despair  and  walk  a  different 
path  when  disaster  strikes. 

■  We  should  avoid  denial  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  painful  experiences 
are  inevitable  parts  of  human  life. 

No  one  can  expect  to  escape  a 
measure  of  sadness  and  undeserved 
suffering  indefinitely.  Hence,  when 
disaster  strikes  anyone,  anywhere,  it 
reminds  us  of  our  common  human¬ 
ity  and  the  daily  need  to  deal  com¬ 
passionately  with  each  other — even 
our  enemies — in  Christlike  love. 

■  We  should  confront  life's  pain¬ 
ful  realities,  not  run  from  them. 

As  our  Lord  exemplified,  we  should 
deal  with  such  realities  head-on.  We 
do  so  in  the  confidence  that  God  can 
and  does  use  us  to  heal  even  life’s 
most  devastating  wounds.  Via 
prayers,  presence  and  sharing  of  our 
resources  (for  example,  through 
church-sponsored  disaster  aid),  we 
can  be  agents  of  God’s  healing  grace, 

■  We  should  never  underestimate 
the  power  of  God  to  redeem,  perhaps 
in  surprising  ways,  life’s  seemingly 
most  hopeless  experiences. 

The  lesson  of  the  cross  is  that 
God’s  power  is  greater  than  human 
suffering  in  its  most  acute  and  un¬ 
merited  forms.  Hence,  we  should  al¬ 
ways  be  prepared  to  witness  to  the 
eternal  truth  “that  neither  death, 
nor  life,  . . .  nor  anything  else  in  all 
creation,  will  be  able  to  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Je¬ 
sus  our  Lord”  (Romans  8:38-39). 
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As  followers  of  One  who  Himself  knew  sadness,  we  are  challenged 
to  shun  despair  and  walk  a  different  path  when  disaster  strikes. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


We  need  more  than  president's  drug  plan 


The  president’s  plan  for  dealing 
with  drugs  is  certainly  better  than 
his  predecessor’s  but  is  still  totally 
inadequate  (see  UMR  editorial, 
Sept.  15).  So  are  the  criticisms  from 
the  other  major  political  party. 

Both  parties  are  conveniently 
overlooking  four  huge  problems 
that,  in  my  opinion,  are  going  to 
prevent  any  real  progress  unless 
they  also  are  adequately  addressed. 

■  Alcohol  is  the  most  prevalent, 
costly  and  profitable  drug  of  all. 

■  Over-the-counter  drugs  are  tak¬ 
en  by  millions  of  people  on  the  least 
provocation.  That  does  much  to 
foster  an  acceptance  of  drugs  as  a 
way  of  life. 

■  Our  economic  system  provides 
some  with  too  much  money  and  too 
little  responsibility  and  deprives  oth¬ 
ers,  especially  inner-city  blacks  and 
Chicanos  with  two  few  opportunities 
to  earn  a  decent,  respectable  income. 

■  Our  society’s  largely  materialis¬ 
tic  philosophy  of  life  continually 
presents  money  and  wealth  as  the 
supreme  value  in  life. 

Unless  these  problems  are  also 
vigorously  addressed,  the  presi¬ 


dent’s  program  is  going  to  fall. 

Chuck  Worley 
Cedaredge,  Colorado 

I  draw  the  line  at  God 

,  In  response  to  the  Sept.  1  article 
concerning  the  debate  on  names  for 
God  in  the  new  worship  book,  I 
agree  with  retired  Bishop  Ole  Bor- 
gen  that  “God  is  Father.”  The  idea 
of  using  the  words  “like  God”  so 
that  it  could  be  interpreted  as  moth¬ 
er,  parent  or  female  is  not  only  for¬ 
eign  but  ludicrous. 

When  it  comes  to  my  God,  I  draw 
the  line.  To  me,  God  is  my  heaven¬ 
ly  Father,  which  distinguishes  Him 
from  an  earthly  father,  and  we  are 
made  in  His  image,  which  means  a 
spiritual  image,  not  male  or  female. 

Joyce  McGimsey 
Heiskell,  Tennessee 

New  Age  isn't  a  joke 

It  is  hard  to  decide  which  letter  to 
respond  to  in  regard  to  the  answers 
to  your  Aug.  1 8  editorial  on  “New 
Age"  (see  UMR,  Sept.  8). 

New  Age  isn’t  a  joke,  as  one  writ¬ 


er  seems  to  think,  nor  is  it  a  “fresh 
perspective  on  life,”  as  another 
wpuld  like  us  to  think. 

New  Age  is  not  even  new.  Look  at 
Genesis  3:5,  and  we  find  the  very 
idea  that  the  devil  gave  to  Eve  is  the 
same  that  we  hear  from  the  New 
Agers.  Don’t  you  know  the  devil  is  . 
enjoying  the  New  Age  movement,;' 
It’s  his  kind  of  deceit,  and  we 
should  be  always  on  guard  as  stated 
in  1  Peter  5:8. 

Could  the  decline  in  our  member¬ 
ship  be  the  result  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  trying  to  include  every  idea 
of  the  so  called  “Free  Thinkers” 
without  seeing  that  it  must  include 
Christ  to  be  valid?  New  Age  doesn’t 
pass  this  test. 

Bob  Lankford 
Duncanville,  Texas 

Serious  review  called  for 

If  the  Sept.  1  story  about  George 
and  Mazel  Stites  being  rejected  just 
hours  before  being  commissioned 
as  missionaries  is  essentially  cor¬ 
rect,  then  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  should  make  a  se¬ 
rious  review  of  their  operations. 


I  don’t  want  any  of  my  contribu¬ 
tions  to  my  church  going  to  support 
such  inhumane  conduct. 

Seth  Fisher 
Shoreview,  Minnesota 

Many  are  confused 

1  agree  with  the  Rev.  Jim  Ram¬ 
son's  Aug.  25  "Here  1  Stand  article- 
titled,  "Why  don’t  we  talk  more 
about  promise  of  heaven?” 

I  think  a  lot  of  people  are  confused 
about  everlasting  life  and  heaven. 

We  want  to  be  prepared.  The 
prophecies  from  the  Bible  are  being 
fulfilled:  wars,  rumors  of  wars,  false 
prophets  such  as  the  cults  and  Satan¬ 
ism  we  have  now.  rebellion  between 
children  and  parents  and  vise  versa. 

Now  God  has  opened  the  way  to 
spread  the  Gospel  in  Russia  and 
Poland.  He  is  pushing  hard. 

I  for  one  want  to  be  ready  for 
Christ’s  second  coming. 

Lorraine  Godar 
Westmont,  Illinois 

Address  letters  for  publication  to- 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Faithfully  yours 


Touch-tone  'dating'  has  ring  of  loneliness 


This  telephone  call  wasn’t  for  me. 

“Hi,  there,  you 
son!”  a  cheerful 
tape-recorded  fe¬ 
male  voice  in¬ 
toned,  obviously 
unfamiliar  with 
my  marital  status. 

The  merry  voice 
continued. 

“You’ve  been  se¬ 
lected  to  receive,  at 
no  cost,  a  fabulous  night  on  the  town 
with  one  of  our  carefully  computer- 
screened  dating  service  members.” 

My  Memorex  matchmaker  ex¬ 
plained  how  the  deal  worked: 

“Just  stay  on  the  line,  and  you’ll 
hear  numbered  descriptions  of 
three  persons  we  think  you’d  enjoy 


dating.  Then  just  press  the  number 
on  your  touch-tone  phone  that 
matches  the  date  of  your  dreams. 
One  of  our  representatives  will  con¬ 
firm  your  choice.  Have  fun!!" 

The  soul  of  self-control,  I  hung  up 
without  waiting  to  hear  the  numbered 
description  of  the  date  of  my  dreams. 

At  first,  I  was  amused  and  even  im¬ 
pressed.  Wow,  high-tech  blind-dating 
by  the  numbers!  What  a  concept! 

However,  a  sense  of  sadness 
quickly  displaced  my  amusement. 

•  What.  I  wondered,  would  moti¬ 
vate  anyone  to  respond  to  such  a  bi¬ 
zarre  offer? 

For  that  matter,  why  would  any¬ 
one  consent  to  being  reduced  to  a 
“numbered  description”? 

And  why  would  a  dating  service 


think  anyone  could  benefit  from 
such  impersonal  matchmaking? 

Surely  part  of  the  depressing  an¬ 
swer  is  widespread  loneliness. 

Granted,  we  always  have  with  us 
seekers  of  novelty — the  “I’ll  try 
anything  once"  approach  to  life. 

Some  people  are  ever  ready  to  try 
the  latest  craziness,  particularly  if 
assured  that  it’s  been  “computer- 
screened" — or  even  if  it  hasn’t,  as 
the  crisis  of  illegal  drug  use  shows. 

But  a  market  study  apparently 
has  confirmed  what  pastoral  coun¬ 
selors,  psychologists  and  sociolo¬ 
gists  have  been  telling  us  for  years: 

We  are  becoming  a  nation  of 
strangers  and  therefore  increasingly 
vulnerable  to  gimmicks  that  prom¬ 
ise  such  things  as  instant  intimacy. 
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Wrapped  in  our  self-contained 
worlds  of  automobiles,  televisions 
and  security  systems,  we  all  too  sel¬ 
dom  meet  and  get  to  know  each 
other  under  circumstances  that  fos¬ 
ter  authentic  friendship  and  caring. 

Seeking  privacy  and  individuality 
(“doing  our  own  thing”),  many  of 
us  have  succeeded  but  at  a  price:  a 
pervasive  sense  of  loneliness  and 
lack  of  meaningful  ties  to  others. 

Under  such  circumstances,  re¬ 
sponding  to  randomly  dialed,  pre¬ 
taped  telephone  calls  that  offer  us 
the  “date  of  our  dreams”  can  make 
depressing  sense,  particularly  to 
people  who  are  single. 

According  to  one  definition,  sin 
is  separation:  from  God,  from  our¬ 
selves  and  from  others. 

After  I  hung  up  on  my  computer- 
screened  dream  date,  I  pondered  the 
extent  of  our  society’s  loneliness¬ 
breeding  separation — our  sin — that 
even  we  in  the  community  of  faith 
too  often  tolerate  or  ignore. 

I  wondered  with  a  shudder  if  any¬ 
one  I  know,  or  should  know  better  as 
a  friend  in  Christ,  received  a  similar 
call  and,  out  of  loneliness,  claimed  a 
“fabulous  night  on  the  town.” 

And  I  recalled  our  Lord’s  com¬ 
mand  to  love  each  other  as  He  loved 
us:  not  as  numbered  descriptions  but 
as  uniquely  precious  children  of  God. 

—STEPHEN  1.  SWECKER 

Mr.  Swecker  is  Faith  Forum  page 
editor  of  the  Reporter. 
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My  Witn^gg 

Each  of  us  can  be  a  link 
in  a  living  chain  of  rebirth 


By  KENLYNN  K.  SCHROEDER 

1  never  realized  what  the  future 
held  when  I  was  a  wife  and  mother 
in  the  1960s  at  Hawthorne  (Calif.) 
United  Methodist  Church. 

I  wanted  to  learn  more  about  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  how  to 
carry  it  out  in  California  in  the  20th 
century. 

Like-minded  friends  and  I  worked 
on  root  causes  of  injustice  and  pover¬ 
ty.  I  believed  the  Scripture  from 
James  2:20:  “Faith  without  works  is 
dead."  But  I  was  just  learning. 

In  1975,  when  the  Vietnamese 
people  were  forced  to  flee  their 
homeland  and  begin  new  lives  in 
the  United  States,  only  God  knew 
ahead  of  time  that  I  would  be  ready 
to  extend  compassion  and  help  by 
linking  resources  in  our  church  with 
needs  of  the  people. 

Hawthorne  UMC  friends  and  I 
founded  the  All  Culture  Friendship 
Center  in  1975.  The  center  contin¬ 
ues  today  to  assist  churches  in  the 
region  to  sponsor  refugees  from 
many  countries. 

I  welcomed  the  challenge 

In  1977,  I  welcomed  the  chal¬ 
lenge  to  work  directly  for  Church 
World  Service,  relief  arm  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  on  be¬ 
half  of  United  Methodism  and 
other  member  denominations  in  the 
western  states.  My  job  was  to  assist 
churches  to  understand  and  help 
change  the  complex  situations  that 
create  refugees. 

Still  in  training  as  a  witness  for 
the  Gospel,  in  1 986  I  began  work  in 
my  present  position  as  the  disaster 
response  director  at  Church  World 
Service  headquarters  in  New  York. 

In  addition  to  other  responsibil¬ 
ities,  I’ve  written  disaster  bulletins 
on  floods  in  Malawi  and  India; 
Uganda  reconstruction;  the  con¬ 
tinuing  Mozambican  Emergency, 
which  causes  refugees  to  flee  to 
neighboring  countries;  and  the  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis  in  Latin  America. 

I’ve  also  monitored  tornadoes  in 
North  Cardlirta  atfd^  Connecticut, 
the  Alaska  oil  spill,  and  flooding  in 
Ohio.  Texas,  Louisiana.  Brazil  and 
the  Philippines. 

Last  December’s  catastrophic 
earthquake  demanded  that  1  travel  to 
Armenia  to  talk  with  survivors  and 
church  leaders  who  were  distributing 
Church  World  Service  relief  supplies. 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  read¬ 
ers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of 
the  Christian  life. 

Kenlynn  Schroeder  is 
a  member  of  Glide 
Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
San  Francisco  (Catifornia-Nevada  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Witness," 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


1  can’t  visit  all  the  recovery  pro¬ 
grams  that  I  write  about,  and  I’m 
thankful  I  don’t  have  to!  1  get  good 
reports  from  Church  World  Service 
and  United  Methodist  people  who 
can  and  do  tell  the  story. 

Resurrection  out  of  darkness 

Each  disaster  is  death  and  destruc¬ 
tion  but  out  of  each  darkness  comes  a 
resurrection.  Through  Church  World 
Service,  people  and  churches  that 
have  never  worked  together  come  to¬ 
gether  when  disaster  strikes. 

God  said,  “Behold,  I  make  all. 
things  new”  (Revelation  21:5).  New. 
growth  begins  like  a  spring  after  the- 
winter  of  crisis. 

And  thanks  be  to  God  for  the. 
practicality  of  the  United  Method-, 
ist  connectional  system! 

Each  United  Methodist  church 
member  who  contributes  to  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  or  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  to  Church  World  Service 
through  the  United  Methodist  Com; 
mittee  on  Relief  is  helping  to  assist 
disaster  survivors  most  in  need. 

We  each  can  be  links  in  a  living: 
chain  of  recovery  and  rebirth!  Link¬ 
ing  resources  to  needs — this  is  what 
I  am  called  to  do  every  day  as  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  . 
Church  and  Church  World  Service. 

Ministering  to  “the  least  of  these" 
survivors  of  disasters  is  my  greatest 
witness  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  ; 

The  grace  of  God  is  sometimes  dif¬ 
ficult  to  discover,  but  I've  learned  that 
it  is  ever  present,  sometimes  when  we 
least  expect  it.  When  disasters  occur, 
all  that  is  needed  to  recover  is  already 
present  in  us  and  our  communities. 

All  we  need  to  do  is  to  recognize . 
it,  do  something  about  it  and  give, 
thanks  to  God! 


What  others  are  saying 


“I  have  been  inspired  to  coin  a 
new  term  for  who  I  am:  not  a  cancer 
victim  or  even  a  cancer  patient  (for 
I  do  not  intend  to  be  “patient”  with 
this  disease!),  but  I  am  a  ‘can-survi¬ 
vor’  and  intend  to  be  just  that!” 

— The  Rev.  Donald  B.  Cooke,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  Desert  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference,  The  United 
Methodist  Church 

“Churches  can  be  more  helpful  to 
their  members  when  they  set  goals 
to  help  them  become  mature  Chris¬ 
tians.  To  do  so,  leaders  should  de¬ 
scribe  a  ‘finished  product’ — spell 
out  their  picture  of  a  mature  Chris- 
tian.  Read  again  John  Wesley’s 
‘The  Character  of  a  Methodist’  for  a 
classic  description.” 

— The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  district 
superintendent,  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  The  United  Methodist 
Church 

“The  curse  of  20th  century  Chris- 
tianity  may  well  be  half-filled 
churches  occupied  by  half-filled 
Christians.  The  majority  of  even 
those  who  gather  for  worship  on  the 
Lord’s  day  have  no  intention  of  fol¬ 


lowing  Jesus  Christ  on  a  daily,' 
hourly  basis.” 

— Landrum  P.  Lea  veil  II,  president,’ 
New-  Orleans  Baptist  Theological’ 
Seminary 


Know  your  Bible?  ^ 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — I 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following:  - 

“God  is  our  refuge  and  strength, ; 
a  very  present  help  in  trouble.” : 
(RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse  * 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Psalms  39:7)  \ 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  1  : 

Monday:  Psalms  107:1-9 
Tuesday:  Psalms  107: 1 , 33-42  ; 

Wednesday:  Joel  2:23-30 
Thursday:  Luke  16:10-13 
Friday:  Luke  16:19-31 
Saturday:  1  Timothy  6:2c-5 
Sunday:  1  Timothy  6:6-19  * 


HAVE  YOU  CONSIDERED.... 


The  Real  Cost  Of  Your  Current  Church  Newsletter 


•  Paper,  Supplies 

$ 

#  Labels 

$  i./  y 

e  Copy/Printing  Expense 

$ 

•  Postage 

e  Secretary’s  Time 

$$  C  — f  W 

#  Pastor/Associate's  Time 

$$$ 

TOTAL 

$$  Y7 

As  you  are  planning  your  1990  budget,  consider  the  hidden  costs  of  pro¬ 
ducing  your  church  newsletter.  Expenses  are  usually  spread  out  in  differ¬ 
ent  sections  of  your  church  budget  so  you  don't  actually  see  the  total 
cost.  When  you  add  up  these  real  costs  you  may  discover  that  a  weekly 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  or  biweekly  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Review  can  actually  provide  significant  savings  for 
your  local  church.  Plus,  a  UMR  edition  frees  up  valuable  staff  and  secre¬ 
tarial  time  which  can  be  redirected  to  other  parts  of  your  mission  and 
ministry.  Give  us  a  call  and  let  us  help  you  compare  costs! 

Call  collect  or  write  to: 

Ron  Adams,  Marketing  Executive,  UMR  Special  Editions,  P.O. 

Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 

= watch 


SOUL  SAVER:  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  in  Washington  that  will  be  involved 
in  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  effort  against 
drugs  will  be  announced 
Oct.  23.  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Har¬ 
risburg,  Pa.,  Area),  who  has 
Ijieen  named  to  lead  the  pro¬ 
gram,  said  recently  that 
Churches  selected  will  pres¬ 
ent  an  alternative  lifestyle 
to  drugs  and  be  places  of  “safe  haven”  for  per¬ 
sons  in  need.  He  told  a  gathering  of  Washington 
United  Methodists  that  he  plans  to  be  a  “soul 
saver,  not  a  drug  buster”  during  a  year’s  special 
assignment  that  will  begin  Jan.  1. 


CASH  CONDUIT:  The  U  S  Embassy 
in  Costa  Rica  reportedly  provided  at  least 
$150,000  to  hundreds  of  conservative  evangeli¬ 
cal  pastors  in  Nicaragua  between  1980  and 
1983,  early  days  of  Sandinista  rule.  Paul  Jeffrey, 
a- United  Methodist  missionary  in  Nicaragua, 
said  that  Jean  Kessler,  former  head  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Institute  of  Evangelism  in  Depth,  stat¬ 
ed  that  he  received  $5,000  from  a  diplomat  at 
the  U.S.  embassy  in  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica,  each 
month  during  a  30-month  period.  Mr.  Kessler 
Was  quoted  as  saying  he  passed  the  money  to 
evangelicals  in  Nicaragua. 


FUND-RAISER:  Retired  tennis  star  Ar¬ 
thur  Ashe  recently  autographed  copies  of  his 
new  history  of  black  athletics  in  America  as  a 
benefit  for  The  United  Methodist  Church’s  pro¬ 
posed  university  in  Africa.  A  portion  of  the  sale 
of  the  three-volume  work,  titled  “A  Hard  Road 
to  Glory,”  goes  to  the  endowment  fund  of  the 
university  planned  for  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 
Mr.  Ashe’s  effort  is  part  of  a  $10  million  fund¬ 
raising  campaign  for  the  university. 


DREW  BUILDING  BURNS:  a  fire 

that  burned  for  23  hours  last  month  severely 
damaged  the  1 55-year-old  Greek  revival  admin¬ 
istration  building  at  United  Methodist-related 
Drew  University  in  Madison,  N.J.  Firefighters 
used  more  than  2  million  gallons  of  water  on  the 
Aug.  25  blaze  at  Mead  Hall.  A  dollar  figure  on 
the  damage  was  not  immediately  available,  but 
most  records  were  salvaged,  and  the  landmark 
structure  is  expected  to  be  restored.  The  head¬ 
quarters  building  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  Archives  and  History,  a 
few  hundred  feet  away,  was  not  damaged. 


TOUGH  DECISION: 

Roberts,  a  United  Methodist 
ing  the  controversial  City  of 
Faith  medical  center  in  Tul¬ 
sa,  Okla.;  shutting  down  the 
Oral  Roberts  University 
medical  school  and  selling 
his  home  to  save  his  school. 

The  closing  of  the  medical 
school  marks  the  end  of  the 
evangelist’s  hope  to  create 
three  graduate  schools  for 
Christian  students.  Dr.  Roberts  said  the  hospi¬ 
tal  and  medical  school  have  a  $25  million  bud¬ 
get  deficit. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


'With  God's  help,  we'll  get  through  it' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  being 
asked  to  “to  please  remember  the 
victims  of  the  Hurricane  Hugo  di¬ 
saster  in  your  prayers”  following 
one  of  the  most  powerful  storms 
to  hit  the  Caribbean  and  the  U.S. 
Eastern  Seaboard  in  this  decade. 

Within  days  after  Hurricane 
Hugo  began  its  350-mile  sweep 
across  the  Caribbean  on  Sept.  16, 
United  Methodists  were  helping 
people  devastated  by  the  storm. 

“We  understand  that  the  emo¬ 
tional  and  spiritual  recovery  will 
not  come  through  our  monetary 
gifts  alone,"  said  Ginena  Dudley 
Wills  in  a  message  to  United  Meth¬ 


odists  on  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
hotline.  “But  our  prayerful  support 
for  the  victims  and  those  responsi¬ 
ble  for  this  ministry  of  their  recov¬ 
ery  is  just  as  important.” 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Rollins,  an 
UMCOR  executive  for  disaster 
relief,  told  the  Reporter  that 
Church  World  Service,  relief  arm 
of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  in  the  U.S.,  was  ship¬ 
ping  40,000  pounds  of  supplies 
to  the  Caribbean  Council  of 
Churches  on  Sept.  22  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  on  several  islands. 

Mr.  Rollins  said  United  Meth¬ 
odists  responded  to  Hurricane 
Hugo  in  many  ways: 

■  Bishop  Susan  Morrison 


There  are  two  Advance 
numbers  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  response  to  Hurricane 
Hugo.  For  the  assistance  in 
the  Carribean,  the  number 
is  Hurricane  Hugo  401500- 
3.  For  emergency  response 
in  North  and  South  Caroli¬ 
na  and  Virginia,  the  number 
is  901670. _ _ 

(Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  Puer¬ 
to  Rico  conferences)  was  sched¬ 
uled  to  fly  to  Puerto  Rico  Sept. 
24  to  assess  damage  to  United 
Methodist  churches.  The  bish¬ 
op’s  office  reported  that  five 
churches  were  badly  damaged  or 


destroyed.  News  reports  said 
60,000  people  were  in  shelters. 

■  The  Rev.  James  H.  Hundley, 
pastor  of  Calvary  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Richmond,  Va., 
and  an  UMCOR  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  specialist,  managed  to 
survey  Puerto  Rico  and  the  out¬ 
lying  islands  of  Calibre  and  Fa- 
darah  Sept.  18-21. 

"There  is  no  electricity  and  no 
drinkable  water  on  the  island,” 
he  said.  "Despite  the  tragedy  of 
the  storm,  the  spirit  of  those  peo¬ 
ple  is  wonderful.  They  have  the 
attitude  that  with  God’s  help, 
we’ll  get  through  it.” 

■  George  Bozone,  Florida 
Conference  coordinator  for  di¬ 
saster  relief  and  originator  of  a 


ham  operator  network  in  Flori¬ 
da,  AMEN  (Amateur  Methodist 
Emergency  Network),  was  giving 
UMCOR  periodic  updates  on 
Hugo’s  damage  inland  last  week 
through  his  radio  network. 

■  Disaster  response  specialists 
the  Rev.  Ward  Pierce,  pastor  of 
Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Odessa.  Mich., 
and  the  Rev.  Guy  Ames  of  El 
Reno,  Okla.,  were  headed  to 
South  Carolina  to  help  United 
Methodists  on  Sept.  24  after 
Hurricane  Hugo  had  hit  East 
Coast  cities  of  Myrtle  Beach  and 
Charleston,  S.C. 

(Reports  of  other  damage  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  property  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  as  available  in  future  issues.) 


Campus  ministers  gear  up 
to  fight  racism  at  colleges 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

NORFOLK,  Va. — An  increase 
in  racist  acts  on  campuses  chal¬ 
lenges  United  Methodists  to 
change  the  scope  of  their  campus 
ministries  for  the  next  decade. 

That  was  the  message  of  the 
church’s  Sept.  15-17  “Consultation 
on  Racism  in  Higher  Education.” 

Sixty  college  administrators, 
faculty,  students,  chaplains  and 
campus  ministers  met  at  United 
Methodist-related  Virginia  Wes¬ 
leyan  College  in  Norfolk.  The 
meeting  was  sponsored  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry. 

Leaders  from  two  United 
Methodist-related  schools — the 
Rev.  G.  Whit  Hutchison  Jr., 
chaplain  and  social  ethics  in¬ 
structor  at  American  University 
in  Washington,  and  Dr.  Eleanor 
Scott  Meyer,  academic  dean  of 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 


Kansas  City,  Mo. — presented  a 
historical  analysis  of  racism  in 
this  country. 

“Racial  animosity  and  violence 
arise  during  periods  of  political 
uncertainty  and  social  change  be¬ 
cause  their  roots  have  never  been 
eradicated  from  deep  within 
mainstream  institutions  and  cul¬ 
ture,”  they  said  in  a  study  paper. 

“The  mood  of  the  country  and 
our  government  has  recently 
been  to  ignore  racism  in  our  soci¬ 
ety.  That  includes  colleges  and 
universities.” 

However,  “the  role  of  campus 
ministers  and  teachers  in  the 
context  of  universities  is  a  stance 
of  pastoral  subversiveness,”  Mr. 
Hutchison  said. 

Many  participants  described 
overt  acts  of  racism  caused  by 
what  they  defined  as  “the  Euro¬ 
centric  bias”  on  American  cam¬ 
puses. 

Some  problems  they  described 


include  lack  of  ethnic  faculty  and 
administrators;  cuts  in  student  fi¬ 
nancial  aid;  isolation  of  and  dis¬ 
respect  for  ethnic  students;  and 
ignorance  of  ethnic  history  in  the 
classroom. 

Dr.  Harry  Goldsmith,  dean  of 
student  life  at  Old  Dominion 
University  in  Virginia  Beach, 
Va.,  said  college  administrators 
must  be  willing  to  say  to  the  stu¬ 
dents  regarding  racist  acts  on 
campus:  “This  is  it.  We  aren’t  go¬ 
ing  to  do  that  at  this  school.  This 
is  a  university — not  a  bar!” 

Dr.  Goldsmith  gave  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  a  white  fraternity  on  cam¬ 
pus  that  made  fun  of  some  black 
entertainers  by  performing  in 
"blackface.” 

The  administration  handled 
the  problem  through  a  race  sensi¬ 
tivity  conference  with  black  and 
white  fraternities,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Richard  R.  Hicks,  a 
staff  executive  with  the  church’s 
higher  education  board,  said  spe¬ 
cific  recommendations  from  the 
consultation  to  his  agency  would 
include: 

■  establishing  “crisis  response 
teams"  that  would  respond  to  ra¬ 
cially  motivated  conflicts  on 
campuses. 

■  funding  seminary  intern¬ 
ships  for  ethnic-minority  stu¬ 
dents  to  work  in  campus 
ministries  because  their  numbers 
are  so  small  across  the  church 

■  sponsoring  annual  consulta¬ 
tions  on  racism  for  campus  min¬ 
isters. 

■  providing  on-campus  train¬ 
ing  for  “unlearning  racism”  and 
more  support  systems  for  cam¬ 
pus  ministers  and  chaplains. 


Riot's  aftermath  hones 
edge  of  racism  conclave 


NORFOLK,  Va. — Partici¬ 
pants  in  this  month's  United 
Methodist  “Consultation  on 
Racism  in  Higher  Education” 
were  asked  to  come  prepared  to 
talk  about  specific  experiences' 
on  the  subject. 

They  got  more  than  they  bar¬ 
gained  for:  Aftermath  of  Labor 
Day  weekend  violence  in  the  ad¬ 
jacent  city  of  Virginia  Beach. 

The  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  had  planned  a  year  ago 


to  have  the  racism  meeting  at 
Virginia  Wesleyan  College.  Its 
campus  sits  in  both  Norfolk  and 
Virginia  Beach. 

But  two  weeks  before  the  meet¬ 
ing,  a  race  riot  exploded  between 
police,  local  residents  and  black 
college  students  following  an 
end-of-summer  beach  gathering 
called  “Greekfest.” 

Virginia  news  organizations  re¬ 
ported  at  least  160  arrests  and 
damages  estimated  at  $  1 .4  million. 

— DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


Photo  spurs  demand 
for  board's  censure 


UM  News  Service 

A  photograph  that  appeared 
last  spring  in  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  has  been 
used  to  support  a  petition  to 
censure  United  Methodism’s 
social-action  agency. 

The  petition  was  submitted 
Sept.  1 8  by  the  Northwest  Texas 
Annual  Conference  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  exec¬ 
utive  committee,  leadership 
group  of  the  denomination's  co¬ 
ordinating  agency. 

The  executive  committee  ap¬ 
proved  creation  of  a  subcom¬ 
mittee  to  study  the  Northwest 
Texas  conference  petition. 

The  petition  calls  upon  the 
council  to  “censure  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  board  or  commission 
accountable  to  the  General 
Council  of  Ministries  (that) 
displays  the  emblem  or  any¬ 
thing  that  represents  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
any  public  demonstration 
which  is  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  Book  of  Discipline.” 

The  Discipline,  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  denominational  laws, 
says  United  Methodist  “belief 
in  the  sanctity  of  unborn  hu¬ 
man  life  makes  us  reluctant  to 
approve  abortion.  . . .  [But]  we 
recognize  tragic  conflicts  of 
life  with  life  that  may  justify 
abortion,  and  in  such  cases 
support  the  legal  option  of 
abortion  under  proper  medi¬ 
cal  procedures. . . .” 

The  Reporter  photograph 
shows  elected  directors  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  participating  in  an 
April  9  abortion  rights  rally  in 


Washington. 

One  director,  Betty  Ander¬ 
son  of  Lubbock,  Texas — head¬ 
quarters  city  for  the 
Northwest  Texas  confer¬ 
ence — is  shown  holding  a  ban¬ 
ner  that  displays  the 
denomination’s  name. 

In  defense  of  the  petition, 
Harold  Nixon,  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  and  a 
lay  member  of  the  Northwest 
Texas  conference,  displayed 
the  photograph  to  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee. 

He  said  that  members  of  his 
conference  “see  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  as  direct  opposition  to 
the  General  Conference  state¬ 
ment”  on  abortion. 


This  photograph  has  sparked 
a  move  to  censure  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth- 

VACATION  CONDO.  DECEMBER  9-16. 
$350.  Florida,  between  Orlando  and  Gulf 
Coast,  sleeps  6.  Lake  Tahoe,  sleeps  4.  (815) 
457-5667. 

erwise  approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Imme- 

DYNAMIC  1500-MEMBER  CHURCH  with 

solid  education  ministry  needs  Director  of 
Christian  Education  to  strengthen  and  expand 
program.  New  minister  on  board.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  to:  Ralph  Hiden.  Church 
Administrator.  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church.  1510  Furman  Rd..  Jacksonville.  FL 

diatc  opening  in  a  2000-member  church  com¬ 
mitted  to  growth.  A  full-time  position  with  full 
graded  choirs  and  handbells.  A  new  68  rank 
Mollcr  organ.  Experience  preferred.  Please 
send  resume  to:  Search  Committee.  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  120098. 
Nashville.  TN  37212. 

>22 1 7. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  PART-TIME  position  at 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  PROGRAM  AND 

Youth  Ministry,  immediate  opening;  active 
congregation  of  1.000  +  located  in  Florida’s 
fastest  growing  area;  salary  negotiable:  experi¬ 
ence  preferred  in  both  areas.  Send  resume  to: 
Robert  H.  Fox.  First  UMC.  388  First  Avenue. 

growing  950-mcmbcr  church  to  direct/oversee 
handbell,  adults,  children’s  choir;  special  pro¬ 
ductions.  Mail  resume  to:  Rev.  Harry  C.  Baas. 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  8650  West 
Sample  Road.  Coral  Springs.  FL  33065.  (Fort 
Lauderdale  area). 

South.  Naples.  FL  33940. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER:  TO  RAISE 

funds:  membership  enlistment;  personal  gifts 
solicitation:  corporate  solicitation:  foundation 
grant  proposals:  and  planned  giving  campaign. 

for  a  1 100-mcmber  congregation  located  in 
fast-growing  southwest  Florida.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Rev.  Jack  Taylor.  2701  Air¬ 
port  Road.  Naples.  FL  33962. 

Public  relations  activities.  Qualifications:  Rel¬ 
evant  degree,  minimum  three  years  experience 
fund  raising  for  non-profit.  Salary:  negotiable. 
Apply:  Paul  S.  Tela.  United  Methodist  Chil- 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  2500- 

member  FUMC  of  Conroe.  TX.  Send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  928.  Conroe.  TX  77305. 

43085-0068. 

DIRECTOR.  ASSISTANT.  OF  UM-rclatcd 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  (full- 

.  time)  sought  bv  a  fast-growing  United  Method- 

•  ist  Church  in  San  Antonio.  Texas,  to  supervise 
land  build  rclationally  oriented  program'for 

•  100  +  youth.  Church  equipped  with  gym  and 
;  youth  center.  Must  be  trained,  creative  and  en- 
i  crgctic.  Experience  preferred.  Long-term  com- 
■  mitment  a  must.  Send  resume  tp:  Youth  Minis- 
!  tries  Search  Committee.  Colonial  Hills  United 
-  Methodist  Church.  5247  Vance  Jackson.  San 
;  Antonio.  TX  78230. 

vclopmcnt  of  program  services  and  supervi¬ 
sion  of  some  departments.  Requires  some  eve- 
nine.  weekend,  and  overnight  duty. 
Qualifications:  maturity  and  flexibility.  Prefer 
MA  in  human  services  plus  experience.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  nature  of  the  job.  only  women 
need  apply.  Submit  letter  of  application  and 
resume  to:  Mildred  W.  Brunson.  Executive  Di¬ 
rector.  Mary  Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush  St..  San 
Francisco.  CA  94109.  (415)  673-6768.  Dead¬ 
line  November  1 .  i 

;  UNITED  METHODIST  CON1NUING  CARE 
.  Services,  a  long  term  care  corporation  with 
•  four  facilities  in  central  Pennsylvania,  is  cur- 
!  rcntly  searching  for  a  Director  of  Dcvelop- 
■  ment.  Responsibilities:  Under  the  direction  of 
[  the  UMCC  Foundation,  the  Director  of  Devcl- 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  FULL-TIME  for 
1500-member  church.  Responsible  for  adult, 
children,  youth,  handbell  choirs,  development 
of  total  music  ministry.  Resumes  to:  Temple 
Terrace  United  Methodist  Church.  5030  E. 
Busch  Blvd..  Tampa.  FL  33617. 

;  fund  raising  and  planned  giving  for  capital  de- 
!  vclopmcnt  and  benevolent  care  throughout  the 

•  Central  Pennsylvania  Conference  of  the  Unit- 
|  cd  Methodist  Church.  Qualifications:  Candi- 

•  dates  must  possess  a  degree  in  Business  Ad- 
;  ministration  or  related  field  with  four  years 
!  development  experience  in  a  non-profit  envi- 

•  ronment.  Apply:  Send  resume  and  salarv  histo- 
\  rv  to:  Mr.  David  L.  Reed.  UMCCS.  Gambcr 
■  QfTicc  Building.  Lcwisburg.  PA  1 7837.’ 

SAVE!  HURRY!  SPECIAL  introductory  quan¬ 
tity  prices  for  "Joyful  Noise”  song  book  (192 
pages.  5'/ix8'/4.  225  sones  compiled  Larry  Ei- 
senberg.  large  print).  400  ordered  by  Australia! 
Now  postpaid:  20-49.  $3.50  each:  50-99. 
S3. 00:  100  or  more.  $2.75.  Only  1.800  of 
10.000  remaining.  Used  Purdue  Men’s  Con¬ 
gress.  Second  printing:  $4.50.  1-4:  $3.50.  5  or 
more,  plus  postage.  Order:  World  Around 
Songs.  5790  Highway  80S.  Burnsville.  NC 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  COLLEGE 

Age  Ministries  position  available  at  2600- 
>  member  church  in  university  town.  Excellent 
'  salary  package,  dynamic  church,  fully  devel¬ 
oped  youth  program.  Contact:  David  Dodge. 
'Trinity  UMC.  3536  NW  8th  Avenue.  Gaines¬ 
ville.  FL  32605.  (904)  376-6615.  Immediate 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 
Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 45 
week.  S450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability. 
Clavton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138.  Wayncsville. 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 

.  opening. 

CAMP  MANAGER  IS  NEEDED  FOR  Camp 

LIBRARY  CATALOG  CARD  PRINTING 
,  software.  Easv  to  use!  Trial  disk:  $2  Apple  II. 
$3  PC.  $5  Macintosh.  Rachels.  1 1  1  Innsbruck. 
Clayton.  NC  27520.  phone  (9 1 9)  553-55 1 1 . 

Manidokan.  a  426  acre,  year  round  camp  in 
Marvland  near  Harpers  Ferry.  West  Virginia. 
Send  resume  to:  Area  of  Outdoor  Ministries. 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference.  5124  Green¬ 
wich  Avenue.  Baltimore.  MD  21229. 

' History '  fuels  Global  Ministries  frictions 

World  mission  efforts  contrast  with  those  in  national  missions 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 

History  may  partly  account  for 
complaints  between  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries'  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  and  the  board’s  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division. 

In  the  1964  reorganization  of  the 
missions  agency  within  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  the  Woman’s  Division 
Home  Department,  with  its  host  of 
institutions  (community  centers, 
schools,  child-care  agencies),  dea¬ 
conesses,  and  church  and  communi¬ 
ty  workers,  was  joined  with  the 
National  Missions  Division.  The  lat¬ 
ter  worked  primarily  with  annual 
conferences  on  church  extension. 

The  two  staffs  had  nothing  in 
common,  according  to  Barbara 
Campbell,  assistant  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Women’s  Division.  But 
the  two  programs  have  carried  on 
side  by  side  to  the  present  day. 

“We  would  like  women’s  and 
children’s  programs  to  be  a  priority 
of  the  total  National  Division,”  Ms. 
Campbell  said. 

Grant  explained 

Amalgamation  of  world  mission 
programs  (as  contrasted  with  na¬ 
tional  mission  programs)  worked 
better,  she  said.  That’s  because  two 
similar  entities  merged.  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Division  Foreign  Department 
staff  and  the  World  Mission  staff 
had  identical  territories.  Executives 
made  joint  field  visits  and  oversaw 
a  number  of  cooperative  programs. 

Through  the  years,  ownership  of 
overseas  properties  has  been  turned 
over  to  local  entities. 


Explaining  why  the  women  made 
a  half-million-dollar  grant  last 
spring  to  the  National  Division, 
Ms.  Campbell  said: 

“Their  [deficit]  financial  prob¬ 
lems  were  having  a  very  negative 
impact  on  institutional  ministry 
programs.  If  they  had  reduced  their 
debt  over  several  years  as  projected, 
the  money  budgeted  for  all  line 
items  would  have  had  to  be  reduced 
to  pay  off  the  indebtedness. 

"We  are  very  pleased  and  encour¬ 
aged  that  the  National  Division  has 
met  the  conditions  we  attached  to 
our  1989  appropriation.  We  care 
deeply  about  ministries  with  women 
and  children.  Some  of  our  actions 


may  seem  harsh  and  may  not  be  un¬ 
derstood,  but  they  are  actions  lor  the 
sake  of  the  mission.  We’ll  continue 
to  be  vigilant  on  behalf  of  that." 

Denying  any  thought  of  taking 
back  the  programs  or  cutting  the  ap¬ 
propriation,  Ms.  Campbell  said  that 
if  there  is  dissatisfaction,  her  division 
might  continue  to  make  appropria¬ 
tions  with  conditions  attached.  Or, 
she  said,  it  could  designate  money  for 
line  items  in  the  National  Division 
budget — “not  to  punish  but  to  assure 
ministries  with  women  and  chil¬ 
dren." 

The  Rev.  Brian  A.  Fetterman,  who 
came  from  the  superintendency  of 
the  Harrisburg  (Pa.)  District  to  head 


the  National  Division  in  October 
1988.  said  he  considered  the  condi¬ 
tions  placed  on  Women’s  Division 
appropriations  “fair  and  helpful.” 

He  said  he  had  no  fear  that  the 
women  would  cut  their  appropriation 
or  take  back  their  former  programs. 

Great  hope  expressed 

“I  have  only  great  hope  and  an¬ 
ticipate  the  future  will  bode  well  for 
relationships  between  the  two  divi¬ 
sions,”  he  said. 

"I  respect  the  integrity  of  the 
Women's  Division  leadership.  They 
are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
National  Division  although  they 
may  not  agree  with  all  our  programs. 

“The  question  is:  will  we  have  a 
deficit  this  year?  Considerable  ef¬ 
fort  has  been  made  to  bring  our  fi¬ 
nancial  house  in  order.  Budget 
control  measures  have  been  taken. 
At  the  end  of  the  first  six  months  it 
appears  we  are  on  line  for  a  bal¬ 
anced  budget.  We  are  working  hard 
to  present  the  directors  a  balanced 
budget  for  1990. 

“We  are  trying  to  do  more  things 
with  less  money.  Some  staff  mem¬ 
bers  have  doubled  their  work  load 
to  fulfill  our  commitments.  We  are 
restoring  this  division  to  a  sound 
division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.” 

NEXT  WEEK:  Problems  between 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries'  Women's  Division  and  the 
board's  Mission  Education  and  Cul¬ 
tivation  Department. 

Frances  S.  Smith  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  New  York  City. 
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ELECTED  NEW  PRESIDENT:  Dr 

Robert  F.  Wilner,  former  president  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  the 
United  Methodist  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries,  is  to  be  the  new 
president  of  McKendree 
Village  Inc.  near  Nashville. 

McKendree  Village  is  a  26- 
year-old,  40-acre  retirement 
community  serving  nearly 
700  residents  and  employ-  Robert  F.  Wilner 
ing  300.  Dr.  Wilner  is  a  United  Methodist  diac- 
onal  minister  and  a  licensed  nursing  home 
administrator. 

IN  CHRISTLIKE  SERVICE:  United 

Methodist  diaconal  ministers  have  been  made 
eligible  for  membership  in  the  Diakonia  of  the 
Americas  and  the  Caribbean.  The  announce¬ 
ment  was  made  by  the  international  group’s 
president.  United  Methodist  deaconess  Chris¬ 
tine  Brewer,  during  a  recent  meeting  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  the  West  Indies  in  Kingston,  Jamaica. 
The  fellowship  is  composed  of  nine  diaconal 
and  deaconess  groups  within  Protestant  and 
Roman  Catholic  churches. 

SOARING  THOUGHTS:  Essays  on 
various  subjects  by  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Ernest  A.  Fitzgerald  (Atlanta  Area),  which  ap¬ 
peared  for  years  in  the  Piedmont  airlines  in¬ 
flight  magazine,  are  being  published  in  the 
magazine  serving  Braniff  air  passengers. 

DON'T  FORGET  PART  II:  The  na¬ 
tion’s  religious  community  has  been  urged  not 
to  stop  helping  more  than  a 
million  immigrants  obtain 
permanent  residency  in  the 
United  States.  A  number  of 
agencies  were  involved  in 
the  first  stage  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  but  have  "folded  their 
tents”  because  of  lack  of 
funding,  according  to  Frank 
Acosta,  director  of  an  im-  Lilia  Fernandez 
migration  project  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Los  Angeles.  If  the  second  stage  of 
the  process  is  not  completed,  “all  the  work,  all 
the  effort,  may  be  wasted,”  said  Lilia  Fernan¬ 
dez,  executive  secretary  for  refugee  concerns  for 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

A  GIFT  IN  RETURN:  Eight  former 
Heifer  Project  International  participants  in  Ko¬ 
rea  have  contributed  $7,300  to  buy  seven  dairy 
heifers  for  the  Sichuan  Dairy  Project  in  China. 
The  Koreans  started  their  herds  with  dairy  cows 
from  the  Arkansas-based  Heifer  Project  30 
years  ago.  Dean  Schowengerdt,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  who  spent  37  years  in  Korea, 
presented  a  symbolic  check  on  behalf  of  the  Ko¬ 
rean  farmers  to  Heifer  Project  officials.  A  mes¬ 
sage  from  one  farmer  said,  “This  is  our  way  of 
returning  thanks  for  help  we  received  following 
the  Korean  War.” 

BLACK  CHURCH  PROJECT:  Plans 
for  strengthening  black  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  in  eight  states  are  being  formulated 
under  sponsorship  of  the  denomination’s  South 
Central  Jurisdiction.  “Beyond  Survival”  has 
been  adopted  as  the  overall  theme  of  the 
networking  project. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 


Telling  United  Methodism's  story  on  TV 

New  season  for  'Catch  the  Spirit '  includes  its  100th  show  on  faith  in  action 


By  PETER  LARSON 

NASHVILLE— The  scene 
looks  like  a  living  room:  a  sofa, 
chairs,  a  table,  bookcases.  But  in¬ 
stead  of  a  ceiling  there  are  dozens 
ofbright  lights. 

And  where  the  fourth  wall 
should  be,  three  large  cameras 
stand — awkward,  one-eyed  robots 
propelled  by  people  who  are  wear¬ 
ing  headsets. 


On  the  sofa  sit  two  pleasant- 
looking  people,  smiling  and  try¬ 
ing  not  to  squint  in  the  glare  of 
the  lights. 

Behind  the  cameras  five  or  six 
people  busy  themselves  moving 
cables,  watching  TV  screens  and 
looking  at  notes. 

Suddenly  a  voice  comes  over 
the  loudspeaker: 

"Here  we  are  again,  friends. 
Could  we  all  stop  for  a  moment 


of  prayer  before  we  begin?” 

Prayer  precedes  taping 

The  room  becomes  quiet.  On 
the  set,  behind  the  cameras,  and 
in  the  control  room,  people  bow 
their  heads. 

"Oh  Lord,  we  are  grateful  for  the 
gift  of  talents  you  have  given  us. 
Help  us  use  these  talents  to  share 
the  good  news  of  Christ.  Amen.” 
With  this  short  prayer  for  the 


UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNICATIONS  PHOTO  BY  |OE  HORTON 

NASHVILLE — The  Rev.  Bruno  Caliandro  (left),  producer  of  "Catch  the  Spirit,"  gives  last-minute  in¬ 
structions  to  on-air  performers:  (from  left)  the  Rev.  Ken  Briggs,  commentator;  co-hosts  Anisa  Mehdi 
and  Hilly  Hicks;  anti  the  Rev.  Kathleeen  LaCamera,  associate  producer  and  media  critic.  "Catch  the 
Spirit,"  shown  weekly  nationwide,  is  produced  by  United  Methodist  Communications. 


cast  and  crew,  the  Rev.  Bruno  L. 
Caliandro,  producer/director  of 
"Catch  the  Spirit,”  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  national 
weekly  television  program,  be¬ 
gins  taping  its  100th  show,  part 
of  the  new  season  that  starts  the 
first  week  of  October. 

The  place  is  Studio  A  in  the 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  headquarters  in  Nashville. 

The  taping  involves  as  many  as 
40  people  behind  the  scenes,  from 
the  director  calling  camera  angles 
in  the  control  room  to  the  person 
setting  out  food  for  the  crew. 

A  typical  day  might  begin  with 
makeup  at  7:15  a.m.  and  end  12 
hours  or  more  later  with  a  meet¬ 
ing  to  finalize  preparations  for 
the  next  day’s  taping. 

With  so  many  people  working 
so  hard  for  such  long  hours,  ten¬ 
sion  is  inevitable.  But  being  on 
the  set  of  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
gives  another  impression:  These 
are  creative  people  who  believe 
in  what  they’re  doing,  and 
they're  having  fun! 

Search  for  stories 

The  “Catch  the  Spirit"  staff  is 
continually  searching  for  stories 
about  United  Methodists  whose 
Christian  commitment  makes  a 
difference  where  they  live.  Ideas 
for  stories  come  from  anywhere 
and  everywhere:  television, 
newspapers,  church  agencies,  an¬ 
nual  conferences,  congregations, 
individual  United  Methodists. 

For  instance,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregation  in  Pennsylvania 
suggested  a  story  about  a  weekend 
retreat  for  people  with  acquired 
immune  deficiency  syndrome. 


Members  of  the  congregation 
feel  that  the  retreat,  in  which  they 
were  involved,  was  a  unique  and 
important  event  and  merited  na¬ 
tional  attention.  "Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it"  sent  co-host  Anisa  Mehdi  to 
produce  this  story  about  the  hu¬ 
man  side  of  a  pressing  social  issue. 

The  AIDS  retreat  story,  which 
is  to  appear  in  the  100th  show, 
demonstrates  one  goal  of  “Catch 
the  Spirit”:  to  tell  stories  about 
faith  in  action. 

The  story  also  demonstrates  a 
second  goal  of  the  program:  to 
address  issues  of  concern  to  the 
church.  Issues  explored  have  in¬ 
cluded  family  relations,  sub¬ 
stance  abuse,  racism  and 
homelessness. 

"Catch  the  Spirit"  covers  sto¬ 
ries  around  the  country  through 
1 5  field  producers.  All  are  work¬ 
ing  journalists,  and  many  are 
full-time  reporters  for  local  tele¬ 
vision  stations. 

On  the  morning  of  the  taping 
of  the  100th  show,  the  camera 
operators,  who  double  as  stage 
crew,  assemble  the  set.  The  light¬ 
ing  director  positions  the  dozens 
of  spotlights.  The  makeup  artist 
powders  the  co-hosts  and  guests 
so  they  will  look  "natural”  under 
the  glare  of  the  lights. 

When  the  taping  of  the  100th 
show  is  completed,  a  large  cake  is 
wheeled  into  the  studio.  A  look 
of  celebration  mixes  with  fatigue 
on  the  faces  of  the  cast  and  crew. 

It’s  clear,  as  people  joke  and 
eat  cake,  that  this  team  of  people 
enjoys  working  together,  in  the 
words  of  the  motto  of  United 
Methodist  Communications,  “to 
help  the  church  tell  its  story.” 


Retiring  leader  says  charismatics  now  integral  to  UMC 


By  TOM  MCANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Once  on  the 
outside  looking  in.  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  charismatic  renewal 
movement  has  become  integrat¬ 
ed  into  denominational  life,  says 
one  of  its  best-known  leaders. 

The  Rev.  Ross  E.  Whetstone  of 
Nashville  says  United  Method¬ 
ists  today  exhibit  a  widespread 
effort  to  discover  spiritual  gifts. 

That  sentiment  was  not  evident 
20  years  ago,  said  Mr.  Whetstone, 
who  is  retiring  as  staff  executive 
for  the  United  Methodist  Renewal 
Services  Fellowship. 

"At  the  same  time,  the  [charis¬ 
matic  renewal]  movement  has 
made  a  significant  shift  from 
praise  toward  mission  and  minis¬ 
try,"  he  said. 

“We  are  not  abandoning  praise 
and  the  seeking  and  sense  of  the 


presence  of  God  in  our  lives  but 
unless  this  results  in  mission  and 
ministry,  we  recognize  that  we 
have  nothing.” 

The  United  Methodist  Renew¬ 
al  Services  Fellowship,  launched 
in  1978,  sponsors  annual  "Al- 
dersgate”  Holy  Spirit  convoca¬ 
tions  and  regional  training  events 
and  provides  resources,  includ¬ 
ing  its  "Manna"  newsletter. 

The  11th  annual  Aldersgate 
conference  last  month  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  attracted  1,700  regis¬ 
trants,  swelling  to  2,000  for  an 
evening  healing  service  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  25). 

During  the  early  years,  said 
Mr.  Whetstone,  United  Method¬ 
ist  charismatics  were  unsure  of 
their  place  in  the  denomination. 

A  turning  point  came  in  1976 
when  the  denomination’s  legisla¬ 
tive  General  Conference  ap¬ 
proved  a  statement  affirming  the 


charismatic  movement. 

Subsequently,  the  Renewal 
Services  Fellowship  became  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Upper  Room  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  church's  official 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

This  has  become  a  two-way  re¬ 
lationship.  In  1986,  for  instance, 
the  Upper  Room  division  asked 
the  Renewal  Services  Fellowship 
to  represent  the  division’s  interests 
in  all  ecumenical  renewal  events. 
Many  programs  and  emphases  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the 
Fellowship — healing  ministries, 
for  example — intertwine. 

Mr.  Whetstone,  a  ministerial 
member  of  the  North  Central  New 
York  Annual  Conference,  plans  to 
continue  part-time  with  the  fel¬ 
lowship.  He  will  work  with  de¬ 
nominational  relationships,  edit 
“Manna,"  supervise  publishing 
and  provide  leadership  training. 
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LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark. — The  Rev.  Ross  E.  Whetstone  (left),  retiring 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Renewal  Services  Fellowship, 
participates  in  a  moment  of  praise  before  introducing  the  Rev. 
David  Collins  at  the  fellowship's  annual  "Aldersgate  '89"  con¬ 
ference  last  month.  Mr.  Collins,  president  of  the  Episcopal 
Church's  House  of  Deputies,  gave  a  major  address  at  the  event. 
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Hymnal  sales  put  Publishing  House  in  black  for  '88-'89 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Your  congrega¬ 
tion,  if  it  purchased  copies  of  the 
new  United  Methodist  Hymnal, 
helped  put  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  into  the  black  for 
its  200th  anniversary  year. 

During  the  publishing  house’s 
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We’re  producing  much  more  than  just  the 
finest -quality  cheddar,  Colby,  Monterey  Jack, 
Swiss  and  ricotta  cheese.  We’re  assisting 
charitable  and  civic  endeavors  by  sharing 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  commemorative 
items  Our  initial  offering,  the  Cheeses  of 
Monroe  Limited  Edition  Series  ceramic 
milk  can,  will  help  construct  the  Rehoboth 
Church  Amphitheatre  in  Union.  Also,  13.00 
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semi-annual  board  meeting  Sept. 
15,  Publisher  Robert  K.  Feaster 
said  that  more  than  3.4  million 
copies  of  the  new  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  were  ordered  by  the  end  of 
the  fiscal  year,  July  31,  substantially 
exceeding  projections  and  reflecting 
the  denomination's  “widespread  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  new  book.” 

Sales  of  the  new  hymnal  gave  a 
significant  boost  to  the  publishing 
house’s  1988-89  financial  picture. 

Net  sales  of  all  publishing  house 
titles  were  $105.9  million,  exceed¬ 
ing  last  year’s  sales  by  $22.5  mil¬ 
lion.  Of  that  increase,  hymnal  sales 


accounted  for  $20.3  million. 

Net  operating  revenue  was  $10.9 
million,  compared  to  an  operating 
deficit  of  $1.7  million  the  previous 
year.  Investment  revenue,  gain  on 
sales  of  capital  assets  such  as  real 
estate  and  other  miscellaneous  reve¬ 
nue  added  another  $2.9  million. 

However,  total  net  revenue 
amounted  to  only  $5.4  million,  ac¬ 
cording  to  treasurer  Larry  Wallace, 
because  of  $8.8  million  allowed  to 
cover  loss  from  the  closing  of  the 
printing  plant  and  related  severance 
costs  (see  accompanying  story). 

By  comparison  with  last  year’s 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Even  while  toast¬ 
ing  its  success  with  the  new  hymnal, 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  also  mourning  a  loss. 

Publishing  house  chief  executive 
Robert  K.  Feaster  said  Sept.  1 5  that  a 
decision  to  close  Parthenon  Press, 
the  printing  unit,  was  one  of  the  most 
difficult  decisions  made  during  the 
house’s  entire  200-year  history. 

“While  unfortunate  for  loyal  em-' 
ployees,”  he  said,  the  decision  made 
by  the  Board  of  Publication  in  June 
“gives  clear  direction  for  the  publish¬ 
ing  house’s  future  as  a  publisher  and 
distributor  for  the  church.” 

Phase-out  of  Parthenon  Press  op¬ 
erations  will  be  complete  by  Jan.  2, 


gain,  a  net  loss  of  almost  $1.1  mil¬ 
lion  was  recorded  during  the  1987- 
88  fiscal  year. 

During  its  two-day  meeting  Sept. 
14-15,  the  50-member  board,  head¬ 
ed  by  Anita  J.  Burrous  of  Peru, 
Ind.,  took  several  actions  related  to 
the  hymnal. 


In  addition  to  commendations 
for  hymnal  editor  Carlton  R.  Young 
and  staff  members  who  worked  on 
the  project,  the  publishing  house 
approved  distribution  of  $1  million 
to  the  annual  conference  pension 
programs  in  special  recognition  of 
hymnal  sales. 


Publisher,  board  regret 
need  to  close  print  plant 


1990. 

A  $4.4  million  severance  package 
was  approved  for  the  203  employ¬ 
ees  who  will  lose  their  jobs,  an  aver¬ 
age  of  $2 1,550  per  worker. 

“There  simply  is  no  easy  way  to 
part  company  with  so  many  loyal 
employees,”  said  Anita  J.  Burrous, 
chairwoman  of  the  publishing 
house's  board  of  directors. 

"However,  Parthenon  has  experi¬ 
enced  significant  operating  losses 
for  several  years,  and  it  would  not 
be  responsible  stewardship  of  the 
church’s  dollars  to  continue  trends 
that  seem  irreversible,"  she  said. 

Benefits  will  be  provided  to  162 
full-time  and  41  part-time  employ¬ 
ees.  Another  68  are  being  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other  divisions. 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church's  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church's  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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Carefully! 
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Recently,  I  read  a  newspaper  article  that  summarized  research  at  the 
University  of  British  Columbia  on  left-handed  persons.  Being  one,  I 
had  more  than  casual  interest  in  the  story. 

According  to  the  article,  “life  in  a  right-handed  world  is  extraordi¬ 
narily  dangerous  for  the  one  out  of  ten  people  who  favor  their  left 
hand."  The  study  found  that  there  are  hazards  and  “technological  bias¬ 
es”  against  lefties  which  may  be  causing  millions  of  accidental  injuries 
and  even  deaths! 

My  attention  was  total.  The  article  went  on  to  explain  that  all  machines, 
including  automobiles,  are  designed  for  right-handed  people.  Because  of 
this,  the  number  of  left-handers  is  sharply  reduced  with  age.  Thirteen 
percent  of  the  population  are  lefties  at  age  20  but  that  declines  to  about 
five  percent  of  the  the  people  in  their  50’s.  Research  suspects  that  acci¬ 
dents  with  right-handed  scissors,  gearshifts,  can  openers,  saws,  lathes, 
etc.,  are  the  reasons  for  the  thinning  number  of  left-handers. 

The  research  even  wonders  aloud  if  left-handedness  might  be  caused 
by  prenatal  or  birth  stress!  Frankly,  it  was  all  rather  depressing! 

But,  thankfully,  I  see  a  way  out!  I  read  a  different  article  last  week 
which  quoted  research  that  concluded  left-handers  live  longer  than 
right-handers.  This  study  was  based  on  detailed  analysis  of  the  lives  of 
left-handed  major  league  baseball  pitchers.  It  pointed  out  that  careful 
research  shows  that  left-handed  pitchers  have  outlived  right-handed 
pitchers  by  several  years  according  to  the  records  of  the  National  and 
American  Leagues. 

I  feel  better! 

The  United  Methodist  Church  now  comes  to  mind.  Some  statistics 
profile  a  church  that  is  ill  and  declining.  As  I  travel  around  Louisiana, 
I  see  a  different  picture.  On  a  recent  typical  Sunday,  I  participated  in  the 
50th  Birthday  of  Westlake,  the  lOOtb  Birthday  of  Welsh  and  spoke  to  a 
District  Youth  Rally  with  wall-to-wall  teenagers.  1  saw  life,  vitality,  and 
hope  for  the  future  of  the  church. 

But  then  I'm  a  left-handed  pitcher! 


Fellowship  Elects  Officers 


The  Louisiana  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Worship, 
Music  and  the  Other  Arts  had  its 
fall  meeting  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ruston,  Fri¬ 
day  and  Saturday,  September  15 
and  16.  The  meeting  was  held  in 
conjunction  with  a  handbell  and 
children’s  choir  workshop  sponsored 
by  Trinity,  featuring  David  and  Judy 
Davidson  from  Highland  Park  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  Dallas,  Texas. 

During  the  business  session  on 
Saturday  the  new  officers  for  1990- 
1991  were  elected.  They  are:  Micky 
Cloud  (Trinity  UMC).  president; 
Suzanne  Cate  (Noel  Memorial  UMC), 
vice-president;  Linda  Kersey  (Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge),  secretary- 
treasurer.  Also  elected  were  nine  dis¬ 
trict  representatives:  Acadiana,  Ken 
Klaus;  Alexandria,  Gayle  Meyer;  Bat¬ 
on  Rouge,  Dick  Scott-Welsh;  Lake 
Charles.  Melissa  Johnson;  Monroe, 
Allan  Clark;  New  Orleans,  John 
Hutton;  North  Shore,  Gary  Halley; 
Ruston.  McCoy  Ransom;  Shreve¬ 
port,  Sidney  Montegudo. 


Access  Sunday  Observance  Important 


Access  Sunday  is  a  Special  Sun¬ 
day.  It  is  a  Sunday  that  is  set  aside 
by  congregations  all  across  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  cele¬ 
brate  and  recognize  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions. 

It  is  a  Special  Day  designated  for 
local  churches  to  use  to  celebrate 
and  involve  persons  with  handicap¬ 
ping  conditions  in  the  worship  ex¬ 
perience  and  to  recognize  the  many 
gifts  and  graces  which  these  persons 
have  and  which  they  wish  to  share 
with  the  community  of  faith. 

Originally  scheduled  for  October, 
the  day  may  be  celebrated  whenever 
it  is  possible  and  convenient  for 
churches  to  do  so  in  their  worship 
calendar.  The  date  is  not  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  the  fact  that  a  congregation 


sets  aside  a  special  day  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  need  of  every  church  to 
be  totally  accessible  that  all  of  the 
people  of  God  might  be  able  to  en¬ 
ter  in  and  be  a  part  of  the  communi¬ 
ty  of  faith  in  worship,  study  and 
fellowship. 

Access  Sunday  provides  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  every  church  and  con¬ 
gregation  to  take  a  careful  look  at 
how  accessible  they  are  and  how 
with  a  little  care,  a  little  work  and  a 
little  imagination,  they  might  open 
the  doors  of  their  church  wide 
enough  that  all  might  enter  and  that 
all  might  be  a  part  of  the  church 
which  is  the  body  of  Christ. 

There  may  not  be  any  persons 
with  visible  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions  in  your  church.  That  may  be 


because  the  church  is  not  accessible 
Seventeen  (17%)  percent  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation  in  America  today  has  a 
handicapping  condition  —  blind  — 
deaf  —  physically  handicapped,  or 
mentally  retarded. 

If  you  do  not  have  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  in  your 
church,  it  is  time  you  celebrated  Ac¬ 
cess  Sunday  and  organize  a  Task 
Force  on  Persons  with  Handicap¬ 
ping  Conditions.  Include  on  the 
Task  Force  persons  with  a  variety 
of  handicapping  conditions.  Find 
out  what  your  church  can  do  to  find 
where  these  persons  are  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  seek  to  involve  them  in 
your  church  not  just  on  Access  Sun¬ 
day.  but  every  Sunday. 


First  UMC,  Monroe  to  Host 
CONVO  89  Youth  Event 


'Caravan  for  Learning'  Schedule 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 
October  8 
October  9 


October  10 


2-4  p.m. 
12-3  p.m. 
7-9  p.m. 
10  a.m.-2  p.m. 
7-9  p.m. 


Farmerville  UMC 
Arcadia  (Pastors) 
First  UMC,  Minden 
Arcadia  UMC 
Grace  UMC,  Ruston 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

October  16  7-9  p.m.  Many  UMC 

October  17  9:30a.m.-I2  p.m.  Benton  UMC 

7-9  p.m.  First  UMC,  Bossier  City 
October  18  9:30  a.m.-12  p.m.  Faith  UMC,  Shreveport 

7-9  p.m.  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

October  22  12-2:30  p.m.  Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur 

5-8  p.m.  First  UMC,  Jennings 

October  23  10  a.m.-12  p.m.  First  UMC.  Lake  Charles  (Pastors) 

6:30-8:30  p.m.  Kinder  UMC 
October  24  5:30-8:30  p.m.  Hombeck  UMC 

All  workshops,  except  those  noted  “pastors”  are  open  to  all  teach¬ 
ers.  There  will  be  classes  for  teachers  of  children,  youth  and  adults. 
Select  the  location  and  time  best  for  you. 


Louisiana  is  also  privileged  to 
have  the  South  Centra]  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  representative  in  our  state, 
John  Ricketts,  from  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport.  John  announced 
that  the  1990  jurisdictional  convo¬ 
cation  will  be  held  in  Baton  Rouge 
Tuesday.  July  31  to  Friday,  August 
3.  This  will  be  an  exciting  event  of 
which  the  people  in  our  state  will 
want  to  take  advantage.  More  infor¬ 
mation  will  be  appearing  later. 

The  Fellowship  exists  “to  be  a 
sharing  and  enabling  fellowship 
that  affirms  the  sacramental  life 
embracing  preaching,  music,  dra¬ 
ma,  dance,  architecture,  and  all  the 
visual  arts  appropriate  for  the  inclu¬ 
sive  life  of  the  Church."  (Constitu¬ 
tion,  Article  1,  Section  3)  If  you  are 
not  a  member  and  are  interested 
and  concerned,  or  have  responsibil¬ 
ities  in  any  of  the  above  mentioned 
areas  we  urge  you  to  join.  Please  get 
in  touch  with  one  of  the  new  offi¬ 
cers  or  the  outgoing  president, 
Franklin  P.  Poole,  FUMC.  Baton 
Rouge. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 
special  page  on  page  6 


r 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


President  Bush  has  nominated  as 
the  nation's  first  black  Assistant 
Education  Secretary  in  charge  of 
post  secondary  education,  Leonard 
Haynes,  III.  Haynes  is  a  member  of 
St.  Mark’s  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  He 
finished  high  school  at  the  Southern 
University  Laboratory  School  and 
earned  an  American  History  degree 
from  Southern  before  receiving  his 
Doctoral  degree  in  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  Administration  at  Ohio  State 
University.  Confirmation  of 
Haynes  by  the  U.S.  Senate  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  routine.  Rev.  Ken 
Fisher  is  pastor  of  St.  Mark’s. 


Things  are  looking  better  around 
the  church  properties  of  First  UMC 
in  Many.  Working  at  the  parsonage 
during  the  past  several  weeks  have 
been  Floyd  and  Susan  Giblin,  War¬ 
ren  Founds,  III,  Allen  Isgitt,  and 


Betsy  Godfrey.  First  Church  sends  a 
special  thank  you  to  these  persons 
for  their  time  and  talents.  Rev. 
Larry  D.  Norman  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  ELC  of  First  UMC  in  Pon- 
chatoula  is  pleased  to  announce  the 
addition  of  Mrs.  Cecilia  Fletcher  to 
its  staff.  Cecilia  will  be  teaching  the 
Pre-kindergarten  class.  She  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ponchatoula  and  received 
her  B.A.  degree  in  education  from 
Southeastern  Louisiana  University 
in  Hammond.  She  has  taught  in  the 
Tangipahoa  Parish  School  System, 
and  she  has  served  as  a  Sunday 
School  teacher  and  Bible  School 
teacher  for  First  Church.  Dr.  Larry 
Robertson  is  pastor. 


Dr.  Jack  Gray  will  be  leading  a 
Crusade  for  Christ  at  the  Church  of  the 


Covenant  UMC  October  15-18,  1989 
in  Lafayette.  Sunday  service  will  be 
at  10:30  a.m.  and  Sunday  evening 
through  Wednesday  at  7  p.m.  Dr. 
Gray  was  called  to  the  ministry  at 
the  age  of  17.  He  has  held  positions 
as  pastor  for  five  North  Texas 
Methodist  churches.  Dr.  Gray  be¬ 
gan  his  full  time  ministry  in  evange¬ 
lism  in  1968.  Since  then  he  has  led 
crusades  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  in  many  areas  around 
the  world.  Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  M issions/Out reach  Commit¬ 
tee  of  First  UMC  in  LaPlace  will 
sponsor  a  consignment  sale  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  October  14,  1989.  All  mem¬ 
bers  are  asked  to  collect  small 
appliances,  clothing,  and  miscella¬ 
neous  items  for  this  sale.  Proceeds 
will  go  to  a  church/community  proj- 


The  Youth  Fall  Convocation  is  slated  for  Saturday,  October  /  at  first 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe.  Fall  Convo  is  a  day  set  aside  for  ju¬ 
nior  highs,  senior  highs  and  youth  sponsors  to  get  together  for  worship,  fel¬ 
lowship,  and  a  concert. 

The  worship  for  the  event  is  led  by  the  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry.  One  of  the  District  Teams  of  the  CCYM  will  be  on  hand  to  lead 
the  fellowship. 

Another  special  feature  of  the  Convo  will  be  a  concert  led  by  Kent  Kil- 
boume.  Kilboume  is  a  United  Methodist  minister  related  to  the  Texas 
Conference.  Through  his  ministry,  he  enables  youth  and  adults  to  express 
their  faith  journey  in  song  and  to  come  to  a  deeper  appreciation  of  God’s 
abiding  love. 


Around  the  Conference 


New  video  available 

A  30  minute  video  depicting  scenes  and  activities  from  the  1989  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  is  now  available  through  the  Conference  Resource 
Center. 

This  video  will  be  suitable  for  showing  to  groups  of  United  Methodist 
Women  —  United  Methodist  Men  —  Administrative  Boards  and  others 
within  the  local  church. 

There  is  no  rental  for  this  video,  only  the  cost  of  postage.  Call  the  Re¬ 
source  Center  at  (504)  346-1646  to  reserve  this  video. 

Hymnal's  Second  Printing  Starts 

From  the  second  printing  of  another  1.5  million  copies,  cartons  of  hymnals 
head  for  delivery  vans.  Up  to  30,000  pew  editions  are  being  shipped  out  daily 
to  reach  churches  before  November  19,  designated  as  Celebration  Sunday  for 
The  United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

Notice 

Persons  needing  addresses  of  particular  local  churches  or  clergypersons  may 
now  turn  to  a  new  service  offered  by  InfoServ.  Beginning  September  5, 
the  new  Local  Church/Clergy  Address  is  now  available  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 
(Central  Time)  Monday  through  Friday.  The  toll-free  number  is  (800)  874-3211. 


NEW  MISSIONARY  —  Ms.  Den¬ 
ise  Hygh  of  New  Orleans  Has 
been  commissioned  as  a  US-2,  a 
short-term  missionary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  who 
will  serve  as  a  volunteer  with 
the  church's  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Ms.  Hygh  will  be 
serving  as  a  missionary  at  Moore 
Community  House  in  Biloxi 
where  she  will  be  the  assistant 
director.  Her  main  responsibil¬ 
ities  will  include  the  daily  pro¬ 
gram  for  day  care  students,  the 
adult  literacy  program,  and  a 
support  group  for  single  moth¬ 
ers.  A  recent  graduate  of  South¬ 
ern  University,  she  received  a 
B.A.  degree  in  communications. 
Ms.  Hygh  is  a  member  of  Betha¬ 
ny  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  Rev.  Alonzo  J. 
Campbell  is  pastor. 


SAY  CHEESE!  —  Members  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  Youth  Team, 
led  by  Mary  Boston  and  Karen  Albano,  were  in  attendance  for  a  plan¬ 
ning  session  held  recently  at  Uskichipto  Retreat  Center. 


ect.  Rev.  Charles  P.  Strong  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  * 

St.  Mark  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 

will  be  the  setting  Sunday  morning. 
October  1 5  for  its  third  Anniversary 
of  Recognition  and  Celebration, 
honoring  the  Usher  Board  for  out¬ 
standing  service.  Ms.  Joyce  Robin¬ 
son,  President,  recently  announced 
that  the  guest  minister  for  the  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  Rev.  Bertrand  Griffin, 
Chaplain  of  the  Dixon  Correctional 
Institution.  The  Roberts  UMC  Ush¬ 
er  Board  from  Denham  Springs  will 
serve  as  guest  ushers  for  the  occa¬ 
sion.  Music  will  be  provided  by  the 
Sanctuary  Choir,  directed  by  Ms. 
Wanda  Washington.  A  special  solo 
will  be  done  by  Mrs.  Michele 
McKee.  The  public  is  invited.  Rev. 
Wilbur  Davis  is  pastor  of  Roberts 
UMC  and  Rev.  Ken  Fisher  is  pastor 
of  St.  Mark  UMC. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  CELEBRATED  —  September  3  Trinity 
UMC  in  New  Orleans  gave  special  emphasis  to  Christian  Education. 
Larry  Lewis,  Conference  Director  of  Education  Ministries  was  on 
hand  to  assist  with  the  event.  Teachers  and  officers  of  Sunday 
School  were  honored  during  the  worship  service  and  presented 
special  plaques.  Shown  are  I.  to  r.  (front  row)  lames  Vernon, 
Church  School  Superintendent;  )osie  Burrows,  Adult  teacher;  Mar¬ 
garet  Vest,  Children's  teacher;  Avis  lames,  Children's  teacher.  L.  to 
r.  (back  row)  Larry  Lewis;  Al  loyner,  Church  Administrative  Board; 
and  Rev.  Dorothy  Mae  McGowen,  pastor. 


Faith  forum 


OCTOBER  6,  1989 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Editorial-  -  - 

A  devastating  indictment 


Bishop  Spong 
. . .  touched  nervet 


Episcopal  Bishop  John  Shelby 
Spong  touched  a  nerve  during  a  re- 
cent  presentation! 
to  a  lay  theology  | 
seminar  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story  elsewhere] 
in  this  issue). 

The  bishop  put| 
his  finger  on  a  ba¬ 
sic  reason  people  | 
are  leaving  or  stay¬ 
ing  away  from 
mainline  churches. 

“They're  not  angry;  they’re  not 
alienated;  they’re  just  not  interest¬ 
ed”  in  what  most  churches  teach 
and  do.  Bishop  Spong  said. 

He  added;  “The  God  worshiped  in 
churches  today  is  too  small,  too  im¬ 
potent  in  the  face  of  20th  century 
knowledge”  to  challenge  such  people. 

Bishop  Spong’s  analysis  agrees  with 
a  key  finding  of  Wade  Dark  Roofs 
and  William  McKinney’s  1987  land¬ 
mark  study  of  U.S.  mainline  religion: 

The  faith  that’s  being  proclaimed 
in  countless  churches  is  neither 
credible  nor  meaningful  for  large 
numbers  of  people. 

That’s  a  devastating  indictment  of 
those  of  us  who  claim  to  be  witness¬ 
es  for  Jesus  Christ. 

It  suggests  that  we’re  dismally  inef¬ 
fective  at  proclaiming  the  Gospel  in 
words  or  deeds  that  help  20th  century 
people  grasp  God’s  will  for  their  lives. 

That  challenges  what  people  of¬ 
ten  cite  as  the  main  reason  church 
membership  figures  are  declining: 


Official  church  actions  and  state¬ 
ments  on  controversial  social  issues 
“turn  people  off.” 

Rather,  according  to  the  Spong 
and  Roof-McKinney  analysis,  too 
many  congregations  are  simply  fail¬ 
ing  to  “turn  people  on.” 

Exceptions  exist,  of  course.  The 
Reporter's  "Church  Aflame”  series 
regularly  features  congregations 
that  show  vitality  and  growth. 

In  each  such  congregation,  repre¬ 
senting  a  broad  social  and  theological 
spectrum,  people  are  being  brought 
into  a  life-changing  relationship  with 
Christ  as  a  result  of  several  factors. 

The  most  conspicuous  of  these 
sound  like  a  primer  on  basic  Chris¬ 
tianity:  a  sense  of  community  root¬ 
ed  in  acceptance  of  diverse 
viewpoints  and  lifestyles;  acts  of 
compassion  and  outreach  to  others; 
and  vibrant,  meaningful  worship — 
all  dedicated  to  the  glory  of  God  as 
revealed  in  Christ. 

Hence,  Bishop  Spong’s  analysis 
implies  at  least  three  questions  that 
merit  serious  reflection: 

Why  aren’t  more  congregations 
similarly  “aflame”  with  a  dynamic, 
appealing  witness? 

Where  are  Spirit-guided  leaders, 
lay  and  ordained,  who  are  encour¬ 
aging  and  enabling  congregations  to 
make  such  a  witness? 

And,  how  can  each  of  us  share 
our  faith  in  ways  that  people  who 
have  not  yet  responded  to  the  Gos¬ 
pel  find  credible  and  compelling? 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


United  Methodism's  Council  of  Bishops  has  assigned  one  of  its 
members,  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa.  Area),  to  lead 
our  denomination's  battle  against  crack  cocaine  and  other  ad¬ 
dictive  drugs  (see  UMR,  Sept.  15).  What  advice  do  you  have  for 


Bishop  May  as  he  prepares  for  this  unprecedented  assignment? 
Write:  "Think,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


What  do  you  think? 


Here  I  Stand 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Why  silence  about  heresy ? 


By  ERIC  M.  UMILE 

“The  Philadelphia  Inquirer”  ran 
a  front  page  story  early  this  year  on 
“feminist  spirituality.” 

According  to  the  article,  many 
disenchanted  feminists  are  fed  up 
with  traditional  religions  and  are 
developing  new  theologies  to  meet 
their  own  spiritual  needs. 

The  article  described  a  “women’s 
ritual”  that  took  place  in  the  home 
of  a  United  Methodist  pastor. 
Bread,  milk,  fruit  and  a  potted 
plant  were  used  in  place  of  the  tra¬ 
ditional  eucharistic  elements  of 
bread  and  wine. 

In  addition,  songs  and  prayers 
were  offered  up  to  a  goddesslike  fig¬ 
ure  named  “Sophia,”  who  is  said  to 
be  the  female  personification  of  the 
wisdom  of  God. 

Among  the  celebrants  at  the  ritu¬ 
al  were  two  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors  who,  along  with  a  third  person, 
have  co-written  a  book,  recently  re¬ 
leased  in  paperback,* *  which  main¬ 
tains  that  a  goddess  named  Sophia 
is  at  the  heart  of  the  Judeo-Chris- 
tian  religious  tradition. 

According  to  the  book,  she  is  one 
of  the  Bible’s  most  prominent  fig¬ 
ures,  a  heavenly  queen  who  is  co¬ 
equal  with  God  and  ruling  over 
creation  just  as  God  is. 

In  fact,  it  tells  us  that  she  and 
God  were  lovers  and  created  the 
world  together.  Moreover,  it  says 
that  Jesus  was  not  the  Messiah  but 
actually  the  incarnation  of  the  di¬ 
vine  Sophia  herself. 

The  authors  regard  patriarchy  as 
a  ‘‘demonic  aspect  of  classical 


Western  spirituality."  In  their  view, 
Christianity  is  patriarchal  in  spirit 
and,  hence,  unacceptable  and  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  feminist  cause. 

They  say  the  reason  we  know 
nothing  about  Sophia  is  because 
male-dominated  religious  institu¬ 
tions  have  deliberately  ignored  and 
suppressed  her  since  the  early  days 
of  Christianity. 

Consequently,  the  authors  feel 
that  their  task  is  to  find  ways  to 
"mainstream  the  goddess”  into  the 
lives  of  all  women.  In  fact,  they  tell 
us  that  some  religious  feminists  are 
conducting  experimental  worship 
services  that  involve  such  things  as 
substituting  Sophia  in  place  of  Jesus 


SOPHIA  IN  STUDfAND  CELEBRATION 

A  REVISED  AND  EXPANDED  EDITION  OF 
SOPHIA r  THC  fUTVRL  OF  FZMINIST SPIRITUALITY 


SUSAN  CAW.  MARIAN  RONAN.  HAL  TAUSSIG 


Mainstream  the  goddess? 


Faithfully  yours 


Tithing:  It's  a  good  investment! 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

Eric  M.  Umile  is  a 
former  lay  leader  of 
a  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double * 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


in  the  Easter  account. 

One  church  leader  has  told  me 
that  our  church  is  blessed  in  its  “di¬ 
versity  and  openness  to  new  theo¬ 
logical  perspectives.” 

Does  that  mean  we  should  sit 
passively  by  while  self-seeking  spe¬ 
cial-interest  groups  infiltrate  our 
churches  and  play  fast  and  loose 
with  the  religious  beliefs  and  sym¬ 
bols  that  we  hold  sacred? 

United  Methodism  must  indeed 
be  an  inclusive  denomination.  We 
even  embrace  heretics  and  those 
who  seek  to  transform  our  creeds. 

But  silence  gives  consent. 

That  professing  Christians,  in¬ 
cluding  our  top  church  leaders,  are 
choosing  to  be  silent  when  con¬ 
fronted  with  heresy  in  their  very 
midst  is  a  portent  of  the  dark  future 
that  awaits  this  denomination.  I 
pray  that  people  will  come  to  their 
senses  before  the  walls  come  tum¬ 
bling  down. 

*  "Wisdom's  Feast”  by  Susan  Cady.  Marian 
Ronan  and  Hal  Taussig.  New  York:  Harper  and 
Row, 1989. 


Let  me  add  my  dismay  over  the 
widespread  lack  of  tithing  in  our 
church.  I  support  the  Rev.  John 
Ness’s  recent  statement  (see  “What 
others  are  saying,”  Sept.  15). 

Take  it  from  one  with  experience, 
.  tithing  is  one  good  investment.  The 
i  question  non-tithers  need  to  ask 
themselves  is  whether  they  want 
God  to  bless  them  financially. 

If  we  are  stingy  with  God,  we  can 
expect  that  the  extent  of  the  bless¬ 
ing  will  be  in  direct  proportion  to 
the  stinginess. 

God’s  plan  for  us  includes  the  de¬ 
struction  of  that  element  in  us  that 
keeps  us  from  making  enough  money 
and,  as  necessary,  divine  interven¬ 
tion  in  our  lives  to  reduce  our  costs. 

If  we  can't  contribute  money,  we 
can  (usually)  contribute  time,  which, 
for  most  churches,  equates  to  money. 

Joseph  H.  Garrett 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

There  is  no  16th  verse! 

I  noticed  lately  in  the  “Know 
Your  Bible?”  column  that  there  was 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  375 
member-families  of  Richland  Hills 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas  (Central  Texas  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent 
to  the  more  than  350  local  churches 
across  the  United  States  that  pub¬ 
lish  special  editions  of  the  Reporter. 
These  editions  combine  local 
church  news  with  general  religious 
news  and  opinion  and  are  mailed  as 


an  error  in  listing  the  Scriptures  for 
the  week  of  Sept.  17.  For  Wednes¬ 
day  the  suggested  reading  was  Ho- 
sea  4:1-3;  5:15-6:16.  There  is  no 
16th  verse! 

I  write  these  Scriptures  in  a  book 
each  week  and  have  been  doing  that 
from  the  beginning.  It  keeps  me 
alert  to  God's  word,  and  it  is  good 
for  the  soul. 

Don't  give  it  up.  It  is  a  challenge 
for  me  each  week. 

Thank  you  for  bringing  the  words 
of  the  Bible  alive  to  others. 

Doris  M.  King 
Pembroke,  Maine 

Bible  can  be  confusing 

I  agree  with  Jim  Ramson’s  Aug. 
25  “Here  I  Stand”  article  head¬ 
lined,  “Why  don’t  we  talk  more 
about  promise  of  heaven?” 

I  think  a  lot  of  people  are  confused 
about  everlasting  life  and  heaven. 

We  want  to  be  prepared.  The 
prophecies  from  the  Bible  are  being 
fulfilled:  wars,  rumors  of  wars,  false 


one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Fort 
Worth,  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  find  your  new  church  pa¬ 
per  interesting  and  informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  and 
opinion  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say  again, 
“Thank  you  for  reading  your  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter.” 


prophets  such  as  the  cults  and  sa- 
tanism  we  have  now,  conflict  be¬ 
tween  children  and  parents,  etc. 

Now  God  has  opened  the  way  to 
spread  the  Gospel  in  Russia  and 
Poland.  He  is  pushing  hard. 

I  for  one  want  to  be  ready  for 
'Christ's  second  coming.  But  the  Bi¬ 
ble  can  be  confusing  to  laypeople. 

Lorraine  Godar 
Westmont,  Illinois 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original,  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible- 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“We  who  are  strong  ought  to  bear 
with  the  failings  of  the  weak  and 
not  to  please  ourselves.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Psalms  46:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  8 

Monday:  Psalms  101:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 0 1 :6-8 
Wednesday:  Amos5:6-7,  10-15 
Thursday:  Luke  1 7: 1  -4 
Friday:  Luke  17:5-10 
Saturday:  2  Timothy  1:1-7 
Sunday:  2  Timothy  1:8-14 


Welcome  to  our  new  readers  in  Fort  Worth 


Images  of  pain  and  hope  amid  Hugo's  ruin 


Willie  Teague  and  I  were  bone- 
tired  as  we  traveled  Interstate  26  to¬ 
ward  Columbia,  S.C. 

Willie,  editor  of  the  South  Carolina 
United  Methodist  Advocate,  had 
been  my  guide  through  several  com¬ 
munities  hit  hard  by  Hurricane  Hugo. 

Our  fatigue  wasn’t  just  from  the 
200-mile  circuit  we’d  made.  It  came 
from  observing  the  destruction  of 
countless  lives  in  Hugo’s  aftermath. 

Willie,  a  native  South  Carolinian, 


shared  his  greatest  impression: 

“What  sticks  with  me  most  is  how 
black  is  the  face  of 
poverty  in  South 
Carolina.” 

Late  that  night, 
those  impoverished 
black  faces  and  oth¬ 
er  jumbled  images 
returned  to  haunt 
my  weariness,  for-  Cynthia  Astle 
bidding  sleep.  They  buzzed  overhead 


like  mosquitoes,  a  new  sting  with  ev¬ 
ery  memory: 

Whole  forests  snapped  like 
matchsticks. 

Houses  buried  under  pines.  Roofs 
torn  off.  Buildings  simply  exploded. 

Anger  at  corner  after  comer  of 
profiteers  hawking  chain  saws,  gen¬ 
erators  and  other  necessities  for  ex¬ 
orbitant  prices. 

Admiration  for  gallant  souls  like 
Eutawville  Police  Chief  Russell 
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Parker,  who  said  he’d  hand  out 
food  “until  I  don’t  have  anymore.” 

Tears  and  instant  affection  for  the 
Rev.  Gene  Couch,  pastor  of 
Moncks’  Comer  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  ended  our  interview  not 
with  a  handshake  but  with  a  hug. 

A  quick,  fervent  prayer  for  my  col¬ 
league,  Glen  Lamm,  aboard  a  char- 
teied  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  flight  to  the  Virgin  Islands. 

I  knew  he  would  see  hurricane  de¬ 
struction  there  even  more  devastat¬ 
ing  than  the  horrors  I’d  seen. 

Most  of  all,  the  broken  cross  from 
the  toppled  steeple  of  Moncks’  Cor¬ 
ner  UMC. 

Sheared  from  its  lofty  perch,  the 
cross  had  been  set  reverently  up¬ 
right  against  the  steps  by  someone 
who  wanted  everyone  to  know  that 
even  in  the  rrlidst  of  all  of  this  pain, 
Christ  was  with  us. 

We  found  Him  in  each  other. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Ms.  Astle  is  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


They  Chose  Mission! 


Beulah  and  William  Jones  serve 
together,  directing  programs  of 
leadership  training  and  continuing 
education  for  Bengal  and  Lucknow 
Regional  Conferences  in  India. 
William  began  his  missionary  voca¬ 
tion  in  1951  as  a  schoolteacher, 
became  fluent  in  Hindi,  and  went  on 
to  manage  a  farm  and  help  construct 
churches  and  hostels.  He  pastored  in 
Kanpur  and  Lucknow  and  served  as 
principal  and  chaplain  at  Mt.  Her- 
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mon  and  Woodstock  Schools.  Beulah,  whose  father,  two  grandfathers,  uncle 
and  brother  all  became  pastors,  and  whose  grandfather  was  a  close  Indian 
colleague  of  Bishop  Waskom  Pickett,  was  trained  as  a  teacher  at  Isabella 
Thoburn  School.  Together  they  have  served  38  years  in  India. 

Help  continue  their  work 
and  that  of  new  missionaries! 

This  missionary  couple  receives  support,  but  they  and  other  new  missionaries 
eager  to  serve  in  mission  still  need  your  continuing  financial  assistance.  To 
learn  how  you  and  your  church  can  help,  contact  your  Conference  Secretary 
of  Global  Ministries  or  write  to  Ed  Moultrie.  Room  1314,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  NY,  NY  101 15. 


World  Program  Division  -  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
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NO  BEEF  WITH  SCIENTISTS:  a 

United  Methodist  task  force  studying  benefits 
and  risks  of  genetic  engineering  met  for  the  first 
time  last  month  with  genetic  researchers.  The 
15-member  group,  mandated  by  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  spent  a  day  with  scientists  in 
Houston  and  another  day  at  Texas  A&M  Uni¬ 
versity.  Texas  A&M  researchers  discussed  ge¬ 
netic  methods  to  change  the  characteristics  of 
beef  to  better  suit  consumers. 

GRANT  GIVEN  ANYWAY:  World 
Council  of  Churches  officials 
dened  by  allegations  of 
atrocities  committed  by  the 
South  West  Africa  People’s 
Organization  in  Namibia. 

Nonetheless,  the  world  ecu¬ 
menical  group  still  plans  to 
give  SWAPO  $165,000  — 
the  largest  WCC  grant  the 
liberation  organization  has 
received.  The  Rev.  Emilio  Emilio  Castro 
Castro,  chief  executive  of  the  World  Council,  ac¬ 
knowledged  “serious  allegations  about  torture 
and  other  forms  of  brutal  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  SWAPO  officials.”  But  he  said  the  grant  ful¬ 
filled  a  pledge  to  maintain  a  critical  solidarity 
with  the  people  of  Namibia  and  SWAPO. 

HOPING  FOR  VISA:  A  Palestinian- 
American  recently  commissioned  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  by  United  Methodism's  mission  board  is 
hoping  for  a  visa  from  the  Israeli  government. 
The  Rev.  Alex  Awad  and  his  U.S.-born  wife, 
Brenda,  would  be  the  first  missionary  couple 
sent  to  Israel  by  the  board.  The  Rev.  Romeo  del 
Rosario  became  the  board’s  first  regularly  as¬ 
signed  missionary  to  Jerusalem  in  July.  Mr. 
Awad  is  to  serve  as  pastor  of  a  Baptist  church  in 
Jerusalem  and  teach  at  Bethlehem  Bible  Col¬ 
lege,  which  he  and  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Bishara 
Awad,  founded. 

BRITISH  BLASTED:  The  president  of 
British  Methodism  says  the  British  people  have 
become  wretched,  self-indulgent,  over-pam¬ 
pered,  undisciplined  and  pathetic.  On  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II,  the 
Rev.  John  Vincent  said  the  war  brought  striking 
examples  of  Christian  discipleship.  which  ur¬ 
gently  need  to  be  rediscovered.  Those  examples 
included  an  enormous  emphasis  on  everyone  do¬ 
ing  his  or  her  bit.  Today,  he  said,  people  margin¬ 
alize  others,  create  unemployment  and  ignore  all 
but  the  financially  successful. 

DEPROGRAMMING:  A  husband 
and  wife  from  Blooming  Prairie,  Minn.,  face 
kidnapping  and  false  imprisonment  charges  in 
the  abduction  of  their  29-year-old  daughter. 
Darrell  Johnson  and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann,  said 
they  sought  to  deprogram  their  daughter,  Shel¬ 
ley,  because  they  believed  she  had  joined  a  reli¬ 
gious  cult.  Mr.  Johnson  received  an  additional 
charge  of  unlawful  use  of  an  electronic  stun  gun. 
The  Johnsons,  who  are  Lutherans,  were  upset 
because  their  daughter  had  joined  a  fundamen¬ 
talist  congregation. 

NEW  FEARS:  Recent  arrests  and  interro¬ 
gations  of  church  workers  in  El  Salvador  have 
raised  fears  about  a  new  government  campaign  of 
intimidation  and  violence.  Religious  leaders 
broke  a  silence  they  had  kept  to  protect  church 
workers  in  El  Salvador  and  went  public  with  de¬ 
tails  about  the  most  recent  incidents  at  a  news 
conference  in  Washington.  Sister  Margaret  Byrne, 
leader  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  of  Peace,  said  a 
member  of  her  order  from  Seattle  and  a  Jesuit 
priest  from  Pittsburgh  were  blindfolded  and 
forced  to  stand  during  hours  of  interrogation. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMs  reach  out  to  Hugo's  victims 


Churches 
aid  hungry 
in  Carolina 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

EUTAWVILLE,  S.C.— Police 
Chief  Russell  Parker  wouldn’t 
shake  hands  with  the  Rev.  Eliza¬ 
beth  J.  Burgess. 

“We’ve  come  too  far  for  that, 
honey,”  he  said,  sweeping  the 
United  Methodist  clergywoman 
into  a  bear  hug  as  she  returned  to 
the  makeshift  relief  center  in 
Ronny  Tumbleson’s  garage. 

At  that  moment,  Mr.  Parker 
and  Ms.  Burgess  had  been  feed¬ 
ing,  clothing  and  sheltering  vic¬ 
tims  of  Hurricane  Hugo  for 


nearly  a  week  without  rest. 

Similar  scenes  were  repeated 
throughout  South  Carolina’s 
“Low  Country”  last  week  as 
United  Methodists  opened  their 
churches  to  people  left  starving, 
shocked  and  homeless  by  Hugo. 

Ms.  Burgess  said  she  weathered 
Hugo  huddled  in  the  basement  of 
Eutawville  United  Methodist 
Church  with  three  couples  evacu¬ 
ated  from  low-lying  areas. 

When  they  emerged,  she  said, 
the  devastation  they  found  was 
almost  too  much  to  bear. 

“It  took  three  days  to  get  out 
and  not  be  in  shock,”  Ms.  Bur¬ 
gess  said. 

The  response  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  other  people  of  faith 
“kept  us  going  the  first  three 
days”  after  the  hurricane,  Ms. 
Burgess  said. 

“We  have  a  network  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  do 


Bishops'  special  appeal 
for  Hugo's  victims: 
Designate  gifts  to 
Advance  No.  401500-3 


this  (provide  help)  right  and  it’s 
wonderful,”  she  said. 

Down  South  Carolina  Route  6 
.in  Cross,  the  gnarled  trunks  of 
fallen  oaks  obliterated  part  of  the 
graveyard  at  Friendship  United 
Methodist  Church. 

But  inside  the  fellowship  hall, 
the  Rev.  Robert  D.  Way  and  his 
congregation  were  separating 
clothing,  stacking  canned  goods 
and  bagging  groceries. 

Mr.  Way  said  that  more  than 
half  his  congregation  suffered 
damage  to  their  homes. 

Farther  east,  the  Moncks  Cor¬ 
ner  United  Methodist  Church 
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ABOVE:  The  steeple  of  Moncks  Corner  (S.C.) 
United  Methodist  Church  lies  on  the  ground 
following  Hurricane  Hugo.  Despite  the  dam¬ 
age,  the  church  served  as  a  district  distribution 
point  for  relief  aid  from  the  South  Carolina  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  LEFT:  Isaiah  Romero  (right),  a 
volunteer  with  the  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nity  Center  at  Fredericksted,  Virgin  Islands, 
and  Chuck  Stacy,  a  North  Carolina-based  pilot, 
unload  emergency  foodstuffs  from  a  United 
Methodist-chartered  DC-3  at  the  international 
airport  on  St.  Croix.  BELOW:  Lynette  Stephens 
of  Moncks  Corner,  S.C.,  loads  food  from 
Moncks  Corner  UMC  distribution  center  into  a 
pickup  truck.  The  food  was  taken  to  hungry 
people  in  rural  South  Carolina. 
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looked  forlorn  wilh  its  steeple  ly¬ 
ing  broken  on  the  front  lawn. 

Behind  the  broken  steeple,  long 
lines  of  people  stood  under  a 
cloudy  sky  waiting  for  groceries, 
ice,  clothes,  paper  goods,  baby 
food  and  disposable  diapers. 

“From  what  we’ve  heard,  the 
churches  are  pulling  people 
through  this,"  said  Kay  Myers,  a 
member  of  Moncks  Comer  UMC. 

The  Rev.  Gene  F.  Couch,  pastor 
of  Moncks  Comer  UMC,  said  re¬ 
sponse  “mushroomed"  after  the 
area  was  able  to  communicate  its 
needs. 

Many  outlying  rural  communi¬ 
ties  were  cut  off  by  impassable 
roads  and  downed  telephone 
lines  until  nearly  a  week  after 
Hugo  passed. 

Outside  the  pastor's  office,  a 
National  Guardsman  watched  as 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  M.  Gafford  of 
Prosperity,  S.C..  delivered  a  small 


pickup-truckload  of  goods  collect-" 
ed  by  the  two  congregations  on  his 
circuit,  Zion  and  Wightman  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches. 

“We’ve  delivered  eight  truck- 
loads  since  Sunday.”  Mr.  Gaf¬ 
ford  said  while  his  companion 
handed  out  peanut-butter  sand¬ 
wiches  to  hungry  passers-by. 

On  Johns  Island,  south  of, 
Charleston,  the  Rev.  John  W. 
Evans  said  his  predominantly 
black  community  was  told  it' 
would  be  without  power  for  two 
to  three  weeks  yet. 

"Several  of  our  families  are 
without  homes,  living  with  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters,"  said  Mr.  Evans, 
pastor  of  three  congregations: 
Wesley.  Bethlehem  and  Webster 
United  Methodist  churches. 

"It  was  mighty  bad,  but  we’re! 
digging  out.  Most  of  all  now  we 
need  roofing  supplies,  generators 
and  chain  saws.” 


UM  connection  turns 
into  survival  lifeline 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

COLUMBIA.  S.C— The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  “connection”  has 
become  a  lifeline  for  thousands  in 
South  Carolina  whose  lives  were 
devastated  by  Hurricane  Hugo. 

While  crisis  response  has  been 
immediate,  a  major  concern  for 
officials  of  the  South  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  is  how  to  sus¬ 
tain  long-term  assistance. 

Damage  estimates  are  running 
into  billions  of  dollars.  South 
Carolinians  estimate  it  may  be 
three  to  four  years  before  the 
state’s  forestry,  farming,  fishing 
and  tourism  industries  recover. 

“It’s  a  first-class  disaster,”  said 
the  Rev.  Nicholas  S.  Elliott,  chair¬ 
man  of  South  Carolina’s  confer¬ 
ence  disaster  response  committee. 

Truckloads  of  supplies  sent  by 


congregations  from  unaffected 
areas  of  South  Carolina  and  oth¬ 
er  states  have  been  deeply  appre¬ 
ciated,  said  the  Rev.  Susan  T. 
Henry-Crowe,  director  of  the 
conference  council  of  ministries. 

Those  supplies  were  being  dis¬ 
tributed  by  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  communities 
hard-hit  by  Hugo. 

Late  last  week,  work  teams 
from  other  Southeastern  states, 
Texas,  Illinois  and  Maine  were; 
reported  on  site  or  en  route  to 
help  stricken  areas  begin  repairs. 

Still,  South  Carolinians  aren’t* 
overlooking  the  damage  Hugo 
did  to  the  Virgin  Islands  and 
Puerto  Rico  before  it  hit  them. 

Twenty-five  percent  of  all  dona¬ 
tions  received  directly  by  the  con¬ 
ference  will  be  sent  to  the  United. 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
for  the  Caribbean,  officials  noted. 


Hurricane  damages  40% 
of  Puerto  Rican  churches 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Hurricane  Hugo  damaged  at 
least  40  percent  of  the  71  United 
Methodist  churches  on  Puerto 
Rico,  officials  on  the  U.S.  Carib¬ 
bean  island  report. 

“There  are  1  million  people  [of 
3.3  million  Puerto  Ricans]  with¬ 
out  water  or  electrical  power,” 
said  the  Rev.  Victor  Bonilla,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Puerto  Rico  Annual 
Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  last  week? 

“The  conference  was  using  my 
house  as  its  headquarters  until  the 
phones  and  power  were  working 
again  at  the  conference  office.” 

Mr.  Bonilla  said  moneys  sent  to 
his  conference  would  be  used  for 
food,  clothing,  beds  and  medicines 


in  the  hardest  hit  areas  of  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands. 

Help  for  Puerto  Rico  has  come 
from  many  arms  of  The  United. 
Methodist  Church. 

The  United  Methodist  Commit-: 
tee  on  Relief  sent  an  initial  grant 
of  $  1 0,000  to  the  conference. 

The  National  Program  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  United  Methodist' 
mission  board  is  sending  a  Span¬ 
ish-speaking  church  and  commu-; 
nity  worker  to  Puerto  Rico  for  a, 
few  months  to  help  the  confer-; 
ence  coordinate  relief  efforts.  < 

The  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  voted  a  spe¬ 
cial  $15,000  grant  to  help  the, 
Puerto  Rico  conference  with, 
damage  repairs. 

Commission  members  took  up 
an  additional  $400  offering. 


for  the  mission 
of  our  church 

Use  the  1990  PRAYER  CALENDAR 

As  a  daily  guide  the  PRAYER  CALENDAR  enables  you  to 
pray  for  each  missionary,  crusade  scholar  and  mission  execu¬ 
tive  on  their  birthdays  and  mission  programs  throughout 
the  U.S.  and  the  world. 

In  addition  you  will  receive: 

•  Excerpts  from  missionary  letters; 

•  Names  and  addresses  of  missionaries  and  deaconesses 
(present  and  retired); 

•  Names  and  addresses  of  the  heads  of  overseas 
churches  and  the  staff  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries; 

•  Maps  showing  the  location  of  mission  projects. 

No  other  resource  contains  as  much  information  on  the 
mission  work  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

This  Christmas give 
THE  1990  PRAYER  CALENDAR 
...  and  add  a  link  to  the  United  Methodist  prayer  chain. 

Order  your  gift  copies  of  the  Prayer  Calendar  (#1449)  @  $5.00  plus  postage  and 
handling  charges,  from  :  Service  Center,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  7820 
Reading  Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 


We  deliver  aid  quickly  to  Caribbean 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

FREDERICKSTED.  U.S.  Virgin 
Islands — United  Methodism’s  relief 
arm  was  part  of  the  earliest  wave  of 
aid  to  reach  the  beleaguered  Carib¬ 
bean  islands  of  Montserrat  and  St. 
Croix  last  week. 

For  the  islands'  residents,  help 
has  been  slow  in  coming. 

“I  talked  to  one  lady  [on  Montser¬ 
rat]  who  said  that  she  hadn't  been 
able  to  feed  her  baby  in  four  days,” 
said  the  Rev.  James  H.  Hundley. 

Mr.  Hundley,  pastor  of  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  was  working  with  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  to  organize  aid  flights  to  the 
two  islands. 

He  accompanied  the  shipment  of 
nearly  4,700  pounds  of  emergency 
food,  infant  formula,  tents,  medi¬ 
cines  and  generators  to  both  Mont¬ 
serrat — a  British  colony  southeast 
of  Puerto  Rico— and  St.  Croix,  one 
of  the  U.S.  Virgin  Islands. 

Mr.  Hundley  said  that  on  Montser¬ 
rat,  where  an  estimated  99  percent  of 
the  1 3,000  people  were  left  homeless, 
he  was  told  that  the  relief  commit¬ 
tee’s  chartered  DC-3  was  the  second 
supply  aircraft  to  reach  the  island 
since  Hugo’s  devastation  Sept.  18. 


Officials  at  St.  Croix  Internation¬ 
al  Airport — their  own  facilities  bad¬ 
ly  damaged — said  Sept.  30  that  the 
major  airlift  was  just  getting  under¬ 
way  there.  It  involved  the  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  and  a  wide  variety  of  church 
organizations. 

St.  Croix,  regarded  as  the  lushest 
island  of  the  “American  Paradise" 
(so  described  on  auto  license 
plates),  was  among  islands  hardest 
hit  by  the  hurricane. 

Houses  were  obliterated,  huge 
trees  uprooted  and  nearly  every 
standing  structure  damaged.  The 
usual  lush  green  was  replaced  by 
bumt-brown,  left  by  the  scorching  of 
sea  salt  and  furious  winds. 

“It  looked  like  the  island  had 
been  bombed,"  said  a  veteran  pilot. 

Loss  of  life  was  slight — only  10. 
according  to  a  report  in  the  "San 
Juan  Star.”  But  an  estimated 
12,000  were  left  homeless. 

Hugo  also  swept  across  Domini¬ 
ca,  Guadeloupe.  Antigua.  Anguilla. 
St.  Kitts,  the  other  U.S.  Virgin  Is¬ 
lands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  John, 
and  Puerto  Rico  en  route  north¬ 
ward  to  the  U.S.  eastern  seaboard. 

Sandra  Swans,  a  church  and  com¬ 
munity  worker  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  board’s  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division,  was  on  St.  Croix  last 
week  helping  organize  relief  efforts. 


“There  isn’t  a  part  of  this  island 
that  hasn't  been  affected."  she  said. 

Ms.  Swans  said  the  island's  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Community  Center’s 
day-care  program  badly  needs  dis¬ 
posable  diapers. 

Marva  Walter,  interim  director  of 
the  35-year-old  center  at  Freder¬ 
icksted,  said  she  hopes  to  have  the 
day-care  facility  and  a  school  for 
children  age  2  through  third  grade 
reopened  by  Oct.  9. 

Ms.  Walter  said  she  expects  as 
many  as  100  of  the  center’s  132  en¬ 
rolled  children  to  return  to  school 
then. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FREDERICKSTED.  U.S.  Virgin 
Islands — During  most  of  the  1  2 
hours  that  Hurricane  Hugo  battered 
the  island  of  St.  Croix  last  month,  a 
United  Methodist,  his  wife  and  two 
daughters  huddled  under  a  vinyl 
mattress  in  a  3-by-3-foot  shower  stall. 

“For  six  of  those  hours,  we  just 
didn't  know  whether  we  would  live 
or  die,”  said  Mark  Lewis,  a  Wil- 
more,  Ky.,  native. 

Mr.  Lewis,  a  construction  super¬ 
visor  for  a  St.  Croix  contractor,  said 


Some  children  left  the  island  with 
their  families  or  were  sent  to  the 
U.S.  mainland  to  stay  with  rela¬ 
tives,  she  said. 

However,  most  of  the  center’s  chil-! 
dren  are  from  a  low-income  area 
near  Fredericksted  and  remained  on 
the  island,  said  Ms.  Walter. 

The  center,  which  lost  most  of  its 
roof  to  the  hurricane,  is  serving  as  a 
distribution  center  for  food  and  wa¬ 
ter  and  as  the  dispersal  point  for 
supplies  sent  by  the  United  Meth-, 
odist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Volunteers  have  covered  the  roof 
with  a  tarp. 


Hugo’s  gusting  winds,  measured  in’ 
excess  of  200  miles  per  hour,  took 
the  roof  off  his  house  and  threat¬ 
ened  to  burst  the  remaining  walls. 

"We  spent  our  time  praying  and 
envisioning  the  hands  of  God 
cupped  right  around  our  house, 
holding  it  together,"  he  said. 

Their  prayers  were  answered.  The 
walls  and  the  Lewis  family  survived. 

“Almost  everybody  who’s  here 
has  a  story  like  that."  he  said  last 
week.  “In  the  last  two  weeks.  I’ve 
lived  several  lifetimes.” 

—GLEN  LARUM 


'God's  hands  cupped  our  house' 


Tlie  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 

Faith- 

^connections 

VISION  WORSHIP:  The  Rev  Law¬ 
rence  A.  Hinshaw,  senior  pastor  of  Central 
United  Methodist  Church  r 
in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  is  to  lead 
worship  services  Oct.  6- 
Dec.  29  on  the  Vision  Inter¬ 
faith  Satellite  Network.  The 
services  are  to  be  shown  at 
1  p.m.  (Eastern  time)  Fri¬ 
days,  with  repeat  broad¬ 
casts  at  8  p.m.  Mondays. - _ 

The  Central  UMC  choir,  Lawrence  A.  Hinshaw 
which  has  performed  at  the  Salzburg  Music  Fes¬ 
tival  in  Austria,  is  to  be  featured. 

NEW  RESEARCH  AWARDS:  what 

have  women  done  for  United  Methodism?  Pro¬ 
grams  to  help  answer  that  question  have  been 
announced  by  the  denomination’s  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History.  Three  annual 
grants  totaling  $2,000  are  to  provide  seed  money 
for  research  projects,  said  Susan  M.  Eltscher,  the 
commission’s  director  of  women’s  and  ethnic 
history.  Also  planned  is  an  annual  award  of  $250 
for  excellence  in  research  and  writing. 

GRANTS  APPROVED:  The  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  approved  32 
grant  requests  totaling  $473,500  last  week  from 
its  Ethnic  Minority  Self-Determination  Fund. 
The  48  elected  directors  took  special  action  on  a 
conditional  grant  of  $30,000  to  assist  “Shalom 
and  Community.”  That’s  a  Council  of  Bishops’ 
initiative  led  by  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  Area)  concerning  the  crisis  in  the  met¬ 
ropolitan  areas.  Bishop  May  briefed  the  group 
on  his  proposal,  which  is  to  be  submitted  at  a 
later  date.  A  special  grant  of  $15,000  was  made 
for  “Ministry  to  Hurricane  Ravaged  Communi¬ 
ties  in  the  Puerto  Rico  Annual  Conference.” 

CAUCUS  RESTRUCTURED: 

Members  of  Affirmation — the  unofficial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  caucus  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Con¬ 
cerns — approved  a  restructuring  plan  last 
month.  The  plan  calls  for  a  national  council 
with  20  members— 10  at  large  and  10  voted  by 
jurisdiction.  The  council  is  to  become  effective 
in  September  1990.  Affirmation  representative 
Judy  Cayot  said  the  new  structure  would  estab¬ 
lish  new  affiliations  with  local  chapters,  which 
now  aren’t  part  of  the  national  organization. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 


Faith  at  work 
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Fear  fuels  fundamentalism, 
Episcopal  bishop  contends 

111  rVMTUIA  D  ACTIC  'a 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  ASTLE 

Episcopal  Bishop  John  Shelby  Spong  emphasizes  one  of  his 
points  during  a  recent  appearance  at  a  lay  theology  school  in 
Dallas.  His  presentation  explored  challenges  facing  the  church 
today. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

A  sense  that  people’s  basic  se¬ 
curity  is  in  danger  has  caused  the 
rise  of  fundamentalism  in  nearly 
every  major  world  religion,  says 
a  prominent  Episcopal  leader. 

Bishop  John  Shelby  Spong  of 
Newark,  N.J.,  said  in  Dallas 
Sept.  16  that  Christianity  in  the 
21st  century  faces  three  frontiers, 
each  with  potential  to  separate 
Christianity  from  its  past. 

The  three: 

f  The  reality  that  all  truth  is 
relative,  not  ultimate. 

“More  knowledge  has  come  to 
light  in  the  20th  century  than  in 
all  the  millions  of  years  before,” 
Bishop  Spong  said.  “Today’s 
knowledge  breaks  every  claim  for 
infallibility  Christianity  ever 
had — pope,  Bible,  tradition.” 

•f  The  church’s  need  to  rid  it¬ 
self  of  discriminatory  sexual  ste¬ 
reotypes. 

“What  will  happen  when  we 
separate  our  understanding  of 
God  from  the  image  of  masculin¬ 
ity?”  the  bishop  asked. 

“Men  have  manipulated  the 
bodies  of  women  to  gain  power 
for  the  church.  Yet  if  we  consider 
women  as  human  beings  first,  is 


it  then  moral  for  men  to  pass 
rules  for  women  in  the  name  of 
God-as-Father,  when  women 
have  no  power  in  the  councils 
where  those  rules  are  made?” 

v'  Christians’  emotional  trauma 
resulting  from  the  loss  of  “tribal 
identity.” 

“Tribalism  in  its  modem  form 
is  nationalism,”  Bishop  Spong 
said.  “Nationalism  gives  rise  to 
the  arms  race  and  ecological  ex¬ 
ploitation.  It  prevents  worldwide 
solutions  to  hunger  and  home¬ 
lessness." 

Religion's  longtime  link  with 
nationalism  makes  it  vulnerable, 
he  said,  because  “the  tribal  men¬ 
tality  cannot  survive  in  a  shrink¬ 
ing,  interdependent  globe.” 

Commenting  on  mainline 
Protestantism’s  two-decade 
membership  decline,  Bishop 
Spong  said  that  the  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  group  in  America  is  the 
“church  alumni  association.” 

“They’re  not  angry;  they’re  not 
alienated;  they’re  just  not  inter¬ 
ested,”  the  bishop  said  (see  relat¬ 
ed  editorial  on  page  2). 

“The  God  worshiped  in 
churches  today  is  too  small,  too 
impotent  in  the  face  of  20th  cen¬ 
tury  knowledge,”  the  bishop  said. 


Church  seems  neither  necessary 
nor  eterna.. 

Responding  to  a  question  on  an¬ 
other  matter — the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House’s  decision 
in  April  1988  to  cancel  publica¬ 
tion  of  his  book,  “Living  in  Sin?  A 
Bishop  Re-thinks  Human  Sexual¬ 
ity" — Bishop  Spong  said  he  was 
“surprised"  at  first,  then  “dis¬ 
traught”  by  the  decision. 

Abingdon  Press,  a  division  of 
the  publishing  house,  had  asked 
him  to  write  the  book,  Bishop 
Spong  said. 

At  the  time  of  the  cancellation, 
Robert  K.  Feaster,  publishing 
house  president,  said  the  deci¬ 
sion  resulted  from  an  “emotion¬ 
ally  charged”  atmosphere 
surrounding  the  issue  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  in  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Bishop  Spong’s  discussions  of 
homosexuality  constitute  about  a 
quarter  of  “Living  in  Sin?” 

After  Abingdon  dumped  “Living 
in  Sin?”  Bishop  Spong  turned  his 
manuscript  over  to  Harper  &  Row. 


The  book  has  sold  1 5,000  copies 
in  the  United  States.  A  Harper  & 
Row  spokeswoman  characterized 
that  number  as  “really  good”  for  a 
book  of  its  kind. 


Monitoring  agency  to  work  with  annual  conferences 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

ROSEMONT,  III.  —  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  agency  charged 
with  monitoring  racial  issues  in 
the  church  adopted  plans  last 
week  to  send  its  48  elected  direc¬ 
tors  into  annual  conferences 
across  the  country. 

These  representatives  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  are  to  assist  the  72 
annual  conferences  in  the  United 
States  in  dealing  with  racism. 

In  addition  to  making  them¬ 


selves  available,  the  directors  are 
to  provide  resources  from  the 
commission  to  conferences  and 
local  congregations. 

In  the  past,  the  commission  did 
most  of  its  work  at  a  national  level. 

The  new  “focus  on  the  annual 
conferences”  should  bring 
changes  in  the  way  the  agency 
works  on  the  following  tasks: 

■  Basic  data  collection:  Each 
annual  conference  is  being  asked 
to  report  by  March  1990  on  its 
programs  following  up  on  the 
church’s  1987  National  Convo¬ 
cation  on  Racism  in  Louisville, 


Ky.  Those  reports  are  to  provide 
a  basis  for  future  monitoring. 

■  Site  visits:  Priority  visits  will 
be  made  to  annual  conferences 
that  have  never  been  reviewed  by 
the  commission.  Annual  confer¬ 
ences  formed  by  mergers  of  for¬ 
mer  Central  Jurisdiction  (all 
black)  annual  conferences  with 
white  conferences  will  also  be 
visited.  The  purpose  is  to  check 
on  historic  agreements. 

■  Monitoring:  Annual  confer¬ 
ences  will  be  monitored  when  eth¬ 
nic-minority  people  raise  concerns 
about  manifestations  of  racism  in 


the  conference  structure. 

■  Resources:  A  prayer  calendar 
focusing  on  effectiveness  in  over¬ 
coming  racism  is  to  be  distribut¬ 
ed  next  year. 

“There  is  a  wide  range  of  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  annual  conference 
commissions  on  religion  and 
race,”  Barbara  Ricks  Thompson, 
chief  executive  of  the  monitoring 
agency,  reported  in  a  written  pro¬ 
posal  to  the  commission  members. 

“Effectiveness  suffers  because 
of  inadequate  staff  support,  inad¬ 
equate  training  of  commission 
members  and  leadership,  low 


rate  of  participation  by  white 
persons  with  ‘influence’  in  the 
annual  conference,  inadequate 
budget,  etc.” 

In  a  state  of  the  commission 
address,  Mrs.  Thompson  added 
that  “from  1987  to  1989,  the 
commission  was  the  catalyst  in 
calling  people  together — primari¬ 
ly  white  persons— to  motivate 
them  and  train  them  to  go  back 
home  and  make  a  difference.” 

However,  the  national  and  ju¬ 
risdictional  convocations  on  rac¬ 
ism  “were  not  enough,”  she  said. 


SINDHU  is  an  adorable  two-year- 
old  from  India.  Her  mother  passed 
away  recently,  and  the  father  i: 
struggling  to  keep  the  family  togeth 
er.  He  is  a  daily  laborer,  earning  50 
cents  a  day. 

Since  Sindhu  is  the  youngest  child 
she  was  accepted  at  the  Christian  or¬ 
phanage  where  she  will  receive  food 
for  body  and  spirit  WORLD'S  CHIL¬ 
DREN.  INC.  is  seeking  a  sponsor  for 
her —  someone  to  love  her  and  to 
say.  “I  care 

WCI  was  founded  in  1965  by  a 
Methodist  minister  and  his  wife  The 
corporation  sent  88%  of  funds  re¬ 
ceived  in  1988  overseas  for  the  chil¬ 
dren.  WCI  is  U  S.  government  ap¬ 
proved  and  all  contributions  are 
tax-deductible.  Each  sponsor  re¬ 
ceives  an  audit. 

You  can  sponsor  a  child  for  $13  a 
month,  and  you  will  receive  full  infor¬ 
mation  about  “your'’  child:  name, 
address,  photo.  You  may  write  to  the 
child  if  you  wish.  Won't  you  take  a 
deserving  youngster  into  your  heart? 
Please  write  today: 


WORLDS 

CHILDREN 


I  with  to  (pontor  o  child  whoro  tho 

If  I  n»»d  it  grooiott _ 

Inclot od  W  -  pofmont  for  flrtt  month 


World'*  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey.  Olrector 
P.O.  Bo*  2979 
Winter  Haven.  FL  33880 


Future  of  mission  service  center  eyed 

Dt,  CDAkirCC  C  C  A  A  ITU  >  * 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 

Only  15  months  remain  before 
missions  officials  must  decide  the 
future  of  the  United  Methodist  Ser¬ 
vice  Center  in  Cincinnati. 

The  center  prints  and  distributes 
mission  education  materials  for  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  Ohio  operation  is  owned  by 
the  board’s  Women's  Division  and 
managed  by  the  board’s  Mission  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Cultivation  Department. 

Spiraling  operating  costs  at  the 
service  center  accounted  for  a  ma¬ 
jor  part  of  the  mission  education 
department’s  $508,000  deficit  in 
1988,  said  the  Rev.  Susan  Keim 
Kester,  head  of  mission  resources. 

Consequently,  the  board  has 
hired  an  Englewood  Cliffs,  N.J., 
firm  to  see  if  the  center  could  gener¬ 
ate  enough  income  to  cover  the  to¬ 
tal  cost  of  distribution,  estimated  at 
$300,000  for  this  year. 

Some  80  to  85  percent  of  materi¬ 
als  from  the  service  center  go  to 
members  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  Ms.  Kester  said. 

UM  Women  need  center 

"The  Women's  Division  cannot  do 
without  the  service  center,”  Barbara 
Campbell,  assistant  general  secretary 
of  the  Women’s  Division,  told  her  di¬ 
vision’s  elected  directors  in  April. 

“It  is  a  lifeline  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women.  If  broad  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  the  service  center  cannot  be 
provided  by  the  board,  the  Women’s 
Division  may  be  faced  with  resuming 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  article  is  the  last  in  a  series  examining  prob¬ 
lems  among  agencies  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries 


management  of  the  center.” 

The  Women's  Division  would 
wait  until  the  study  is  completed  in 
1 990  to  decide  whether  it  would  re¬ 
sume  control  of  the  service  center, 
Ms.  Campbell  said 

Ms.  Kester,  said,  "The  center  was 
assigned  to  us  in  the  1 964  merger.  If 
the  Women’s  Division  requests  that 
the  management  be  returned  to  it  at 
the  end  of  the  study,  we’d  be  cooper¬ 
ative.  but  we  are  not  asking  them  to 
take  back  the  management.” 

10  million  items  handled 

More  than  10  million  pieces  pass 
through  the  service  center  each 
year,  Ms.  Kester  said.  They  include 
books,  brochures,  leaflets,  audiovi¬ 
sual  materials,  maps,  posters,  place- 
mats  and  collection  boxes. 


The  service  center  “  ‘problem’  is 
not  one  of  management,”  Ms.  Kes¬ 
ter  said.  The  problem  is  rising 
health-insurance  costs  for  the  cen¬ 
ter’s  40-plus  employees. 

“If  we  doubled  the  resources  go¬ 
ing  through  the  service  center,  we’d 
still  have  to  deal  with  the  crunch 
that  rapidly  rising  health-care  pre¬ 
miums  cause,”  Ms.  Kester  said. 

To  make  the  center  self-supporting, 
she  said,  “Our  income  would  have  to 
increase  by  nearly  $400,000  to  cover 
management  costs  and  benefits.” 

To  help  meet  the  center’s  current 
financial  crisis,  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  made  a  special  grant  at  its 
spring  1989  meeting  to  the  mission 
education  department  of  $250,000 
in  1989  and  again  in  1990. 

The  purpose  of  the  money  is  to 


subsidize  center  operations  and  al¬ 
low  a  thorough  study  of  the  center’s 
use  and  funding. 

'Larger  problem'  suggested 

In  reporting  last  April  to  Women’s 
Division  directors,  Ms.  Campbell 
suggested  that  “the  larger  problem” 
at  the  service  center  is  the  lack  of  a 
comprehensive  mission-education 
program  for  the  whole  church,  which 
would  use  the  center’s  resources  for 
its  implementation. 

Ms.  Kester  said,  “All  of  us  would 
agree  on  the  need  to  work  harder  on 
mission  education  for  the  total 
church.” 

She  said  her  department  tested  a 
comprehensive  mission-education  pi¬ 
lot  project  in  the  North  Alabama  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  Now  the  board  is 
implementing  the  plan  in  the  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida,  Louisville,  Mem¬ 
phis,  North  Central  New  York  and 
Western  North  Carolina  conferences. 

Frances  Smith  is  a  free-lance  writ¬ 
er  living  in  New  York  City. 


CHOIR  ROBES 

EXPERT  CQQ95 
TAILORING® to  m 

Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 

■w-m  1-800-826-8612 

Fi  EGENCY 

P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


Oberammergau  Passion  Play  Tour 

June  1-14.  1990,  Austria-Germany  Switzerland; 
Meeting  Swiss  and  German  Methodists;  Bilingual 
tour  guide:  Rev.  S.  Eisenmann,  First  German 
UMC,  Los  Angeles  (213)  254-5808  Methodist 
Educational  Tours,  c/o  Eduard's  International. 
4800  Easton  Or.  #121,  Bakersfield,  CA  93303. 
CA  (800)  828-9801,  Nation  (800)  332-6823. 


990  EMINARS 
O*  'OMEDICAL  ISSUES 
iE  OFFERED 

uary  2-6  and 
Lay  29  -  June  2 

pd?<:e  your  needed  knowledge 
jf  r  edicine  and  patient  care, 
urology  and  bioethics. 

Presentations  and  discussions  by 
leading  experts  of  the  world’s 
foremost  medical  center. 

CEUs  for  clergy.  Fee:  $200. 

Fine  hotel  at  modest  cost. 

Write  or  phone  for  prospectus. 
Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  Director. 


The  Institute 
of  Religion 

Texas  Medical  Center 
P.  O.  Box  20569 
Houston,  Tx  77225 
(713)  797-0600 
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FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR/Orgamst 
needed  fora  3200-mcmbcr congregation,  Coor- 
dinaie  and  conduct  adult,  youth  and  children's 
choirs,  as  well  as  adult  and  children's  handbell 
choirs.  Master’s  degree  or  belter  is  preferred 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  lo:  Dr.  Mark 
Dot>.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O. 
Box  1838.  Corpus  Christi.  TX  78403  by  Octo¬ 
ber  31.  1989. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  SERVE  AS  MUSIC 

coordinator  for  choirs  of  all  ages  in  1000  + 
member  church.  Other  responsibilities  may  be 
negotiated.  Full-time  position  Send  resumes  to: 
Trimly  United  Methodist  Church.  5007  Lawson 
Axe  .  Gulfpon.  MS  39507  (601 )  863-2717. 


1100-MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKING  Direc¬ 

tor  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth  Ministry. 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  with  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  emphasis/cxpcriencc  required  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  cducalion/cxpcricncc.  Forward 
resume  lo:  Elk  City  United  Methodist  Church. 
Box  868.  Elk  City.  OK  73648. 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  CHURCH  Administra¬ 

tor  will  be  accepted  until  November  1st.  Must 
have  computer  and  supervisory  experience. 
Part-time  or  full-time  Send  resume,  salary  re¬ 
quirements  to  Administrator.  Box  2296.  Lake 
Placid.  FL  33852. 


People  callecf 


Youth  ministry  organization 
awards  UM  scholarships 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Four 
United  Methodist  college  students 
have  been  named  to  receive  schol¬ 
arships  from  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  in  honor  of 
two  former  executives  with  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship. 

Erselette  Baxter  of  Houston,  a 
student  at  Grambling  (La.)  State 
University,  and  Dawn  Thorpe  of 
Parma,  Ohio,  a  student  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Akron  (Ohio),  are  to  re- 


=United  Methodist 


ceive  Souu  each  for  the  1989-90 
academic  year. 

The  scholarships  are  in  honor  of 
the  Rev.  Richard  S.  Smith  of  Olym¬ 
pia,  Wash.  He  served  from  1969  to 
1 982  on  the  Discipleship  staff  in  the 
area  of  lay  ministry. 

Robert  Michael  Crocker  of  Wich¬ 
ita  Falls,  Texas,  a  student  at  the 
University  of  North  Texas  in  Den¬ 
ton,  and  James  O.  Hale  of  Monroe, 
La.,  a  student  at  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  La.,  are  to  receive  $500 
each  in  honor  of  David  W.  Self. 


Africa  University 

Faculty  Of  The  College  Of  Theology 

The  Africa  University,  established  by  the  United  Methodist  Church  at  Old  Mutare 
Zimbabwe,  will  open  in  March,  1991.  The  College  of  Theology  of  the  Africa  University  is 
a  community  of  learning  whose  purpose  is  to  educate  women  and  men  to  be  pastors 
and  teachers  of  the  Christian  Gospel  for  the  churches  of  Africa. 

The  college  Invites  applications  from  candidates  who  are  qualified  to  teach  at  the 
undergraduate  to  graduate  level  In  the  following  disciplines:  Old  Testament,  New 
Testament,  History  of  Christianity,  Theology  and  Ethics,  Religion  and  Society  (including 
African  religions),  Practical  Theology  (preaching,  religious  education,  administration  and 
pastoral  care).  Qualifications:  Candidates  must:  (1)  hold  a  Ph.D.  or  equivalent  degree  in 
one  of  the  disciplines  mentioned  above,  (2)  be  able  to  teach  and  read  in  English;  the 
ability  to  read  and  speak  either  French  or  Portuguese  would  be  useful,  (3)  Have  demon¬ 
strated  achievement  and/or  potential  in  African  theological  education  as  reflected  in  the 
purpose  of  the  college:  instruction,  scholarship,  research  and  publication,  (4)  be  commit¬ 
ted  Christian  men  and  women,  preferably  ministers,  who  are  able  to  prepare  adequately 
dynamic  ministerial  and  lay  leadership  for  the  church  in  contemporary  Africa,  (5)  be 
able  to  relate  intellectual,  professional,  and  spiritual  dimensions  of  theological  education 
to  the  ministry  of  the  church,  (6)  work  in  the  ecumenical  spirit  of  the  college  while  re¬ 
specting  the  history  and  tradition  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Faculty  salaries  and  allowances  are  competitive  and  commensurate  with  academic 
qualifications  and  experience. 

Letters  of  application,  giving  date  of  availability,  curriculum  vitae,  and  names  and  ad¬ 
dresses  of  three  references  familiar  with  the  candidate's  personal,  professional,  and  aca¬ 
demic  life  should  be  sent  to:  The  Dean,  College  of  Theology,  Africa  University,  c/o 
B.P.  1696,  Kinshasa  1,  Republic  of  Zaire,  Africa,  with  copies  to:  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  P.O,  Box  871,  Nashville,  TN  37202,  USA 
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Faith  dimensions 
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'Quinceanera'  marks  big  moment 

United  Methodist  pastor  thinks  denomination  should  add  ritual 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Many  teen-age  girls  in  the  United 
States  look  forward  to  a  “Sweet  1 6” 
party  to  mark  their  approaching 
adulthood. 

For  Hispanic  girls,  however,  the 


big  event  is  the  “quinceanera.” 

“Quinceanera” — meaning  “15 
years” — has  made  a  place  for  itself 
in  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dinuba,  Calif. 

Patricia  Gonzales,  who  attends  the 
church  with  her  parents,  Lupe  and 
Irene  Gonzales,  asked  the  Rev.  Bryan 


R.  Wilber  if  her  “quinceanera”  event 
could  be  at  the  church. 

Patricia’s  grandmother,  Olivia 
Gonzalez,  is  a  longtime  United 
Methodist. 

Mr.  Wilber  said  he  wasn’t  famil¬ 
iar  with  the  event  but  was  willing  to 
learn.  He  reviewed  videotapes  and 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  PATRICIA  GONZALES 


Patricia  Gonzales  (center)  celebrates  her  "quinceanera,"  a  Hispanic  custom  that  marks  a  girl's  rite  of 
passage  to  greater  responsibility.  That  includes  a  renewed  commitment  to  her  faith.  Ms.  Gonzales,  her 
14  maidens  and  their  escorts,  family  members  and  friends  took  part  in  the  worship  service,  including 
communion.  "Quinceanera"  is  a  Hispanic  word  meaning  "15  years." 


read  literature  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  where  the  ceremo¬ 
ny  is  frequently  conducted  in  His¬ 
panic  communities. 

“I  don’t  know  of  any  other  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  in  California 
that’s  had  a  ‘quinceanera,’  ”  Mr. 
Wilber  said. 

He  and  his  wife,  Glennis,  said 
they  were  so  impressed  with  the 
“quinceanera”  that  they  think  it 
would  be  a  worthwhile  addition  to 
United  Methodist  rituals. 

The  custom  of  “quinceanera” 
dates  back  to  Mayan  and  Toltec  civi¬ 
lizations,  Mrs.  Wilber  said.  In  some 
respects  it  mirrors  a  Jewish  custom 
in  which  a  young  woman  is  presented 
to  the  community. 

In  the  modern  Hispanic  commu¬ 
nity,  a  “quinceanera”  marks  a  girl’s 
rite  of  passage  to  greater  responsi¬ 
bility,  including  a  renewed  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  practice  of  Christian 
faith,  said  Mrs.  Wilber. 

A  lengthy  ceremony  for  “quin¬ 
ceanera''  includes  a  liturgy  of  peni¬ 
tence,  renewal  of  baptismal  vows. 
Scripture  readings,  a  short  sermon 
and  communion. 

For  Miss  Gonzales’  “quincean¬ 
era.”  seven  adult  couples  served  as 
“padrinos”  or  sponsors.  The  “pa- 
drinos,”  who  are  family  friends  and 
relatives,  led  the  church  procession¬ 
al  and  shared  the  event’s  expenses. 

Fourteen  maidens,  with  their  es¬ 
corts,  attended  Miss  Gonzales  during 
the  ceremony.  The  young  women 
wore  formal  gowns  and  the  young 
men  tuxedos,  as  if  for  a  wedding. 

Many  witnesses,  both  United 
Methodist  and  Roman  Catholic,  took 
part  in  the  worship  service,  including 
communion,  said  Mrs.  Wilber. 


Fiji  Methodists  split  on  Sunday  work  issue 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

A  controversy  over  work  on  Sun¬ 
days  has  created  deep  divisions 
within  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Fiji. 

As  a  result,  Methodists  on  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Island  nation  of  750,000  have 
been  embroiled  in  a  leadership 
struggle  since  late  last  year. 

The  struggle  has  led  to  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  the  church’s  general  sec¬ 
retary  by  the  church’s  president,  the 
dismissal  of  the  president  and  his 
subsequent  reinstatement  by  court 
order  and  a  lock-out  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  from  his  office. 

In  the  latest  turn  of  events,  Fiji 

History  of  Hymns: 


church  officials,  meeting  in  August, 
overwhelmingly  re-elected  the  Rev. 
Manasa  Lasaro  as  general  secretary. 
The  election  came  just  a  week  after 
Mr.  Lasaro  was  released  from  jail. 

Mr.  Lasaro  had  been  sentenced  in 
mid-July  to  a  six-month  jail  term 
when  he  was  convicted  of  helping  set 
up  roadblocks  to  prevent  workers  at 
a  sugar  refinery  on  the  island  of  Van- 
ualevu  from  working  on  Sunday. 

The  church’s  president,  the  Rev. 
Josateki  Koroi,  has  been  accused  by 
Mr.  Lasaro  and  other  dissidents  of 
being  lax  on  advocating  enforcement 
of  laws  against  work  on  Sunday. 

Last  year,  Mr.  Koroi  suspended 
Mr.  Lasaro.  The  general  secretary 
subsequently  convened  a  special 


conference  at  which  250  ministers 
and  laypeople  voted  to  dismiss  Mr. 
Koroi  and  replace  him  with  a  new 
president,  Isireli  Caucau. 

However,  the  highest  court  in  Fiji 
voided  Mr.  Koroi’s  displacement  in 
March  and  ordered  that  he  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  finish  his  term  in  office, 
scheduled  to  end  Dec.  3 1 . 

When  Mr.  Koroi  returned  to  his 
office,  he  reportedly  found  himself 
locked  out  and  Mr.  Lasaro  unwill¬ 
ing  to  see  him. 

Although  Mr.  Koroi  remains  in  of¬ 
fice  until  year’s  end,  an  August 
church  conference  overwhelmingly 
elected  Mr.  Caucau  to  take  over 
when  Mr.  Koroi  steps  down. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Hale,  chief 


' Praise  festival'  inspires  verse 


When  in  our  music, 

God  is  glorified, 

Arjd  adoration  leaves 
nc I  room  for  pride, 

It  ‘js  as  though 

th’e  whole  creation  cried, 

Atfeluial  * 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

Many  of  Fred  Pratt  Green’s 
hymns  were  written  in  response  to  a 
spfecific  request  or  occasion. 

John  Wilson,  a  distinguished  mu- 
sioian  who  was  director  of  music  at 
Charterhouse  in  London  and  later 
tapght  at  The  Royal  College  of  Mu¬ 
sic,  asked  Green  to  write  a  hymn 

Dear  Deborah  = 


appropriate  for  a  festival  of  praise 
or  a  choir  anniversary. 

Green's  completed  hymn,  “When 
in  Our  Music,  God  Is  Glorified,” 
more  than  matched  the  challenge, 
for  it  is  about  the  church’s  music 
and  singing. 

Fred  Pratt  Green,  in  the  years  im¬ 
mediately  following  World  War  II, 
was  minister  to  Methodist  churches 
on  the  Finbury  Park  Circuit  in  the 
north  part  of  London. 

One  day  he  visited  the  home  of 
one  of  the  boys  in  his  Sunday 
school.  The  boy’s  father,  Fallon 
Webb,  welcomed  the  minister  and 
greatly  enjoyed  the  conversation. 

When  Webb  learned  that  Green 


had  some  interest  in  poetry,  he  was 
extremely  pleased,  for  he  also  had  a 
great  interest  in  poetic  writing. 

Webb  suggested  that  each  write  a 
poem  and  that  at  their  next  meeting 
they  could  discuss  and  criticize  each 
other’s  work. 

Here  was  a  challenge  for  Green, 
and  out  of  the  interaction  with  Fal¬ 
lon  Webb  came  great  inspiration  and 
encouragement.  They  shared  poetry, 
counsel  and  advice,  and  each  gained 
new  insights  from  this  relationship. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Open  My  Eyes  That  I  May  See" 

*  Copyright  1972  by  Hope  Publishing  Co.,  Carol 
Stream,  III.  All  rights  reserved.  Used  by  permission. 


How  do  you  say ,  'Don't  drive'? 


Dear  Deborah, 

^he  letter  about  Debbie’s  fa¬ 
ther — who  insists  on  driving — is 
trembling.  I  have  been  through  that 
with  my  husband,  who  recently 
diqd  of  Alzheimer’s  Disease. 

He  insisted  almost  to  the  day  he 
died  that  no  one  (not  his  wife,  his 
doctor  or  his  children)  had  the  right 
to-say  he  couldn’t  drive.  He  had  a 
vajid  driver’s  license,  hadn’t  ever 
had  an  accident,  etc. 

When  my  doctor  talked  to  him — 
very  kindly  but  very  firmly — my 
husband  seemed  to  listen  and  said, 
“No,  of  course  I  wouldn't  want  any- 
ortfc  to  be  hurt.” 

But  one  hour  later  he  denied  that 
the  doctor  had  talked  to  him  at  all. 
Wjien  I  pointed  out  that  I  had  been 
there  too,  he  said,  “The  doctor  didn't 
know  what  he  was  talking  about.” 

I  belonged  to  a  support  group, 


and  the  subject  came  up  regularly. 
Some  had  spouses  or  parents  who 
accepted  the  verdict — more  women 
than  men,  however. 

Although  there  may  be  cases 
where  the  privilege  is  taken  away 
prematurely,  my  guess  is  that  most 
families  wait  longer  than  they 
should  because  they  hate  to  deprive 
the  person  who  may  have  already 
experienced  the  loss  of  many  of 
life’s  pleasures. 

In  the  end,  consideration  has  to  go 
to  the  reality  that  innocent  others — 
maybe  known  or  unknown — may  suf¬ 
fer  from  an  accident;  insurance  could 
be  canceled;  lawsuits  arise,  etc. 

Your  suggestion  of  a  videotape  is 
not  very  practical  for  several  rea¬ 
sons  and  would  probably  not  be  ac¬ 
cepted  as  “real”  by  a  disturbed 
elderly  person. 

You  can  ask  to  have  him  retested. 


That  works.  The  main  thing  is  don’t 
think  it’s  going  to  get  better.  It  may 
get  worse  very  fast. 

Giving 

Dear  Giving, 

Thank  you  for  caring  enough  to 
share  your  experience. 

Every  state  is  different,  but  maybe 
if  enough  people  write  the  secretary 
of  state  or  the  appropriate  office  in 
their  slate,  this  situation  could  be 
addressed  in  a  way  that  would  bal¬ 
ance  protection  of  the  rights  of  indi¬ 
viduals  with  the  safety  of  others. 

There  must  be  other  readers  of  the 
Reporter,  too.  who  have  had  to  cope 
with  this  situation. 

If  enough  of  you  write  to  me,  may¬ 
be  the  Reporter  could  look  into  what 
the  churches  of  this  country  could  do 
about  it.  or  are  some  already  con¬ 
cerned  enough? 


executive  of  the  U.S. -based  World 
Methodist  Council,  said  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  Fiji  is  particularly  distressful 
because  the  Methodist  church  has 
been  “one  of  the  strongest”  Protes¬ 
tant  groups  on  the  island.  About 
half  the  residents  consider  them¬ 
selves  Christians. 

Methodists  are  frequently  in  the 
public  eye,  Dr.  Hale  said. 

He  said  that  many  hold  promi¬ 
nent  positions  in  the  government. 
In  addition,  the  church  runs  a  num¬ 
ber  of  large  schools. 

Henry  Manueli,  head  of  the  Fiji 
Council  of  Churches,  has  sent  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  government  generally  sup¬ 
porting  relaxation  of  the  country’s 
strict  Sunday  Observance  Decree. 

“We  see  Sunday  observance  as  a 
matter  of  personal  choice  rather 
than  legislation,  and  we  would  pre¬ 
fer  that  there  was  no  decree  on  this 
matter  at  all.”  said  Mr.  Manueli. 

Embezzlement 
case  to  be  tried 
in  Nebraska 

Religious  News  Service 

A  man  allegedly  involved  in  an 
embezzlement  scheme  at  an  Oma¬ 
ha,  Neb.,  credit  union — which  in¬ 
volved  a  series  of  bogus  “thank 
you”  letters  to  various  churches — is 
scheduled  to  go  on  trial  Dec.  1. 

Lawrence  H.  King  Jr.,  who  was 
treasurer-manager  of  the  failed 
Franklin  Community  Federal  Credit 
Union,  has  pleaded  innocent  to  40 
counts  of  embezzlement  and  related 
crimes  in  a  federal  indictment. 

Last  fall,  the  credit  union’s  difficul¬ 
ties  became  a  focal  point  of  attention 
for  Omaha-area  church  leaders. 

Credit  union  records  documented 
large  grants  from  various  churches, 
including  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S. A.),  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Episcopal  Church  and 
the  American  Baptist  Churches. 

Those  grants,  however,  had  never 
been  made,  church  officials  said. 

Investigators  believe  the  phony 
donation  records  were  concocted  to 
cover  up  the  embezzlement  scheme. 

In  the  wake  of  his  indictment, 
Mr.  King,  a  member  of  Calvin  Me¬ 
morial  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Omaha,  resigned  as  a  member  of 
the  Missouri  River  Valley  Presby¬ 
tery  finance  committee. 

E.  Thomas  Harvey  Jr.,  the  credit 
union’s  accountant,  and  his  mother, 
Mary  Jane  Harvey,  both  pleaded 
guilty  in  June  to  tax  evasion  and 
embezzlement  of  $1  million  from 
the  credit  union,  according  to  news 
reports. 

Both  face  possible  sentences  of  10 
years  in  prison  and  fines  of  $500,000. 
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TV  pilot  features  black  music 

The  Rev.  Moses  Dillard  Jr.  claps  and  sings  during  production  of  a 
cable  TV  program,  scheduled  for  Nov.  22,  presenting  his  gospel  mu¬ 
sic.  The  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network,  sponsored  by  Protes¬ 
tant,  Roman  Catholic,  Orthodox  and  Jewish  faith  groups,  is  offering 
the  program  as  a  pilot  for  a  possible  weekly  show  featuring  music 
from  black  churches.  Mr.  Dillard,  a  well-known  gospel  singer,  is  co¬ 
pastor  of  Edgehill  United  Methodist  Church  in  Nashville. 


Legal  battleground  shifts 
for  church-state  disputes 


Religious  News  Service 

States,  rather  than  the  federal 
government,  may  become  the  cru¬ 
cial  battleground  for  church-state 
issues  in  the  next  few  years. 

That’s  the  analysis  of  Americans 
United  for  Separation  of  Church 
and  State. 

The  organization,  based  in  Silver 
Spring,  Md.,  says  support  for 
church-state  separation  has  eroded 
in  recent  years. 

The  group  cited  a  survey  taken  by 
the  Williamsburg  Charter  Founda¬ 
tion  last  year.  That  study  found  that 
52  percent  of  those  responding  be¬ 
lieve  government  should  offer  fi¬ 
nancial  support  for  all  religions  on 
an  equal  basis. 

“The  federal  courts  (including  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court)  have  become 
more  and  more  anti-separationist, 
and  judges  have  indicated  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  allow  state  and  federal  gov¬ 
ernments  to  become  involved  in 
religious  issues,”  Americans  United 
said  in  the  introduction  to  a  report 
on  church-state  developments  at  the 
state  level. 

The  report  was  issued  Sept.  25  in 
Washington  at  the  42nd  Americans 
United  National  Conference  on 
Church  and  State. 

The  document  listed  1 1 8  inci¬ 
dents  involving  religious  issues  in 
38  states  occurring  between  Sep¬ 
tember  1988  and  August  1989,  in¬ 
cluding: 

■  The  Arizona  Republican  Party 


convention  passed  a  resolution  call¬ 
ing  the  United  States  a  “Christian 
nation”  based  on  the  "absolute  laws 
of  the  Bible.” 

■  Three  Christian  Science  cou¬ 
ples  in  California  were  charged  with 
manslaughter  or  second-degree 
murder  after  their  children  died  fol¬ 
lowing  unsuccessful  spiritual  heal¬ 
ing  attempts. 

■  Municipal  officials  in  New 
Britain,  Conn.,  tried  to  find  a  way 
to  give  a  $7,000  grant  to  a  Salvation 
Army  shelter  that  refused  to  take 
down  a  picture  of  Jesus. 

■  A  federal  judge  overturned  an 
ordinance  in  Escambia  County, 
Fla.,  banning  the  controversial  film 
“The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ.” 

■  Good  Friday  as  a  state  holiday 
in  Hawaii  is  being  challenged  in 
court  by  a  coalition  of  groups. 

■  A  dispute  erupted  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  over  public  schools’ 
right  to  assign  homework  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  traditionally  “church  night.” 

■  A  Louisiana  state  legislator  in¬ 
troduced  a  bill  to  outlaw  blasphemy. 

■  Wright  State  University,  a  pub¬ 
licly  funded  school  in  Ohio,  institut¬ 
ed  a  scholarship  program  limited  to 
students  who  attend  black  churches. 

“Today's  battles  in  the  states  are 
tomorrow’s  Supreme  Court  cases,” 
said  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Maddox, 
head  of  Americans  United. 

“This  report  serves  as  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  where  we  as  a  nation  are 
headed.  I’m  sorry  to  say  the  road 
ahead  looks  rocky.” 


Namibian  bishop  seeks 
support  of  U.S.  Methodists 


By  RICHARD  DUJARDIN 

Religious  News  Service 

PROVIDENCE,  R.I.— As  Na¬ 
mibia  moves  closer  to  indepen¬ 
dence  from  South  Africa,  the 
Methodist  bishop  of  Namibia  is 
touring  the  United  States  asking  the 
support  of  U.S.  Methodists. 

In  Rhode  Island  recently.  Bishop 
James  M.  Prinz  said  one  hoped-for 
result  of  his  two-week  tour  is  the  link¬ 
ing  of  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States  with 
Methodist  congregations  in  Namibia. 

Such  an  arrangement,  he  said, 
would  help  Namibian  and  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodists  know  each  other 
better  and  support  one  another 
through  prayers  and  projects. 

“At  this  time  in  our  history,  we 
can’t  expect  the  people  alone  to 
maintain  law  and  order,”  said  Bish¬ 
op  Prinz.  “We  also  need  the  help  of 
God.” 

The  bishop  migrated  to  Namibia, 
formerly  known  as  South  West  Afri¬ 
ca,  from  South  Africa  23  years  ago. 
He  said  he  wanted  to  escape  South 
Africa's  repressive  political  system, 
which  is  anchored  in  the  apartheid 
philosophy  of  racial  segregation. 

Bishop  Prinz  said  that  as  the 


scheduled  Nov.  7-1 1  elections  draw 
near,  both  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  religious  leaders  have  be¬ 
come  increasingly  worried  about  re¬ 
ported  incidents  of  violence  and 
intimidation  among  parties  vying 
for  power. 

One  such  incident  occurred  early 
in  September  when  Anton  Lu- 
bowski,  a  lawyer  and  top  white  offi¬ 
cial  in  the  Southwest  Africa 
People’s  Organization,  was  gunned 
down  by  unknown  assailants. 

SWAPO  is  the  major  guerrilla 
group  that  carried  on  the  war  of  lib¬ 
eration  against  South  African  rule. 
SWAPO  leaders  are  expected  to 
wield  considerable  influence  after 
the  elections. 

“Last  week  the  churches  called 
the  political  parties  in  to  ask  all 
sides  (to)  curb  their  intimidation,” 
said  Bishop  Prinz.  “The  fact  that  all 
parties  did  agree  to  come  to  the 
meeting  was  a  good  sign.” 

There  is  considerable  fear  in  the 
minority  white  Namibian  commu¬ 
nity  that  there  will  be  retaliation 
against  whites  by  the  black  majority 
after  November,  he  said. 

But  Bishop  Prinz  said  he  believes 
the  fears  of  the  white  population  are 
unjustified. 
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It  Is  Regrettable 


We  regret  that  the  back  of  this 
building  had  to  be  built.  It  is  an 
emergency  care  unit  with  surveil¬ 
lance  cameras  in  the  halls  to  watch 
the  kids,  alarms  on  exit  doors,  and  a 
ten  foot  high  fence  around  outdoor 
play  areas. 

It  is  NOT  a  detention  center  or 
jail.  It  is  a  secure  area  for  children 
who  are  out  of  control,  children  who 
are  a  danger  to  themselves  or  others. 

We  built  the  building  because 
there  was  a  great  need  for  such  a  fa¬ 
cility  in  our  area.  It  is  always  full. 

Children  can  run  away  from  this 
new  building  —  some  have.  We  go 
after  them  and  bring  them  back. 
The  security  just  slows  them  down 
so  we  can  help  them  when  they 


need  it  most. 

Not  all  of  our  children  come  into 
our  program  through  the  security 
emergency  care  unit.  Some  come 
from  the  front  part  of  the  building 
which  is  the  traditional  reception 
center.  Most  of  the  children  are  in 
typical  family  type  homes  around 
the  campus. 

We  will  probably  turn  away  al¬ 
most  500  children  again  this  year 
because  there  is  no  more  room. 

Methodist  Children’s  Home  has 
always  been  in  the  forefront  of 
meeting  the  needs  of  the  children  of 
each  generation.  As  our  Executive 
Director  Terrel  DeVille  says,  “We 
attach  our  future  to  covered  wag¬ 
ons,  not  band  wagons." 


The  Road  to  Recovery 

The  Annual  Hatfield  and  McCoy  Day 
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Money  Can  Dance 
And  Sing 

This  is  a  time  when  many  of  our  churches  are  in  the  midst  of  finance 
drives  and  stewardship  campaigns. 

How  I  wish  there  were  new  ways  to  say  that  we  all  are  only  tenants 
of  what  God  has  given  os. 

Just  yesterday,  I  was  visiting  with  a  very  successful  businessman 
who  is  also  a  committed  member  of  one  of  our  Baton  Rouge  United 
Methodist  churches.  He  is  also  one  of  the  most  generous  persons  I 
have  known. 

As  we  talked  about  his  life,  faith,  and  work,  he  made  an  interesting 
observation.  “I  am  78  years  old  and  have  been  very  fortunate  material¬ 
ly.  But  none  of  this  is  really  mine.  That  is  why  I  have  no  choice  but  to 
share.”  What  a  witness  to  the  tithe  as  a  response  to  God’s  grace  rather 
than  a  legalistic  obligation! 

This  is  also  a  time  when  many  of  our  churches  are  beginning  to  plan 
for  year-end  completion  of  apportionments  and  askings.  These  are  not 
dues  or  taxes.  They  are  expressions  of  our  common  mission  as  United 
Methodists. 

Did  you  see  the  story  in  the  October  Interpreter  about  the  church 
in  Conway  Springs,  Kansas  which  realized  in  early  November  that 
it  had  only  paid  53%  of  its  apportionments?  It  decided  to  declare 
the  1st  Sunday  in  December  as  “Hallelujah  Sunday.”  The  three  Sun¬ 
days  preceding  this  special  day,  leaders  of  the  congregation  made  pre¬ 
sentations  about  the  various  apportionments  and  their  significance. 
Also,  a  letter  was  sent  to  each  member  by  the  Administrative  Board 
chairperson  along  with  an  information  sheet  that  explained  the  various 
apportionments. 

The  response  was  overwhelming.  Hallelujah  Sunday  allowed  the 
church  to  pay  apportionments  in  full  and  to  celebrate  participation  in 
the  mission  of  the  church  at  all  levels. 

Neil  Diamond  sings  a  song  in  which  is  the  phrase  “Money  talks,  but 
it  can't  dance  or  sing!” 

He  is  wrong.  Money  can  dance  and  sing  when  it  is  put  to  work  for 
the  Lord  through  responsible  stewardship. 

UXflJU-Bi  OU 


Volunteers  Need  in  Hugo  Aftermath 


The  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Office  has 
been  asked  to  mobilize  volunteers 
to  help  in  the  relief/clean-up/re- 
building  effort  underway  in  the  Ca¬ 
ribbean  as  a  result  of  the 
destruction  of  Hurricane  Hugo. 
Small  self-contained  teams  are 
needed  right  away.  Teams  of  all 


sizes  will  be  needed  through  the 
year. 

For  further  information  and  for 
help  in  making  your  plans  call  Max 
Marble,  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Coordinator, 
214-317-3606.  The  SCJ  VIM  Office 
mailing  address  is:  2144  Swallow 
Lane,  Lewisville,  Texas  75067. 


Good  Samaritan  Countdown 
People's  Community  Center 

The  PEOPLE’S  COMMUNITY  CENTER  offers  daycare  to  the 
central  city  area  of  New  Orleans.  It’s  Christian  environment  and  vari¬ 
ety  of  services  promote  the  development  of  spiritual,  physical,  men¬ 
tal,  social,  and  emotional  well-being.  The  GOOD  SAMARITAN 
offering  will  be  received  on  Nov.  19  in  your  church  —  this  will  be  YOUR 
CHANCE  TO  SHARE  with  these  SPECIAL  CHILDREN! 


Joy  Brought  To  Children 
Through  Special  Project 


For  seven  years  churches  of  all 
denominations  have  joined  together 
around  Louisiana  to  participate  in 
Prison  Fellowship’s  Angel  Tree 
Project.  Already  the  wheels  are 
turning  to  prepare  for  distribution 
of  gifts  to  children  of  inmates  on  be¬ 
half  of  their  incarcerated  parent.  In 
many  cases,  this  is  the  only  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Christmas  that  these  chil¬ 
dren  will  know. 

In  1988,  sixty  churches  helped  by 
providing  presents  to  over  1200 
children  around  Louisiana.  Most 
packages  are  hand  delivered  by  a 
church  close  to  them,  which  gives 
opportunity  to  share  the  gospel, 
find  other-  pressing  needs,  and  in 
some  cases,  establish  on-going  con¬ 
tact  for  further  ministry.  For  many 
families,  Bibles  are  also  provided. 

With  15,000  inmates  in  the  pris¬ 
on  system  within  Louisiana,  there 


are  plenty  of  opportunities  for  addi- 
*  tional  churches  to  become  involved. 
3  (On  page  198,  paragraph  2  of  the 
Book  of  Resolutions,  Prison  Fellow¬ 
ship’s  work  is  affirmed  and  money 
is  allotted  in  the  annual  budget  for 
the  work  of  this  Chuck  Colson  in¬ 
ternational  organization). 

Each  year  church  members  tell 
how  blessed  they  are  by  having  their 
children  learn  the  joy  of  giving.  By 
helping  others  less  fortunate,  the 
materialism  that  has  crept  into  the 
Christmas  season  is  diminished  and 
the  true  spirit  shines. 

Won’t  you  join  others  in  spread¬ 
ing  the  joy  and  brightness  of  Christ¬ 
mas  this  way?  For  more 
information,  write  the  Prison  Fel¬ 
lowship  Louisiana  Area  Office  at 
P.O.  Box  40835,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70835,  or  call  (504)  293-5345. 


Two  of  the  recipients  of  the  Angle  Tree  Project. 


'Caravan  For  Learning' 
Schedule 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

October  22  12-2:30  p.m.  Henning  Memorial  UMC, 

Sulphur 

5- 8  p.m.  First  UMC,  Jennings 

October  23  10a.m.-12  p.m.First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

(Pastors) 

6:30-8:30  p.m.  Kinder  UMC 
’  October  24  5:30-8:30  p.m.  Hombeck  UMC 

All  workshops,  except  those  noted  “pastors”  are  open  to  all  teach¬ 
ers.  There  will  be  classes  for  teachers  of  children,  youth  and  adults. 
Select  the  location  and  time  best  for  you.  Please  be  advised  that  the 
Alexandria  District  Caravan  for  Learning  has  been  rescheduled: 

October  29  1:30-4:30  p.m.  OUa  UMC 

6- 9  p.m.  First  UMC,  Natchitoches 

October  30  6-9  p.m.  Nolley  UMC,  Jena 


Lay  Ministry  Program 
Begins  At  First  Church,  Minden 


Approximately  75  lay  ministers 
have  been  selected  from  among 
members  of  the  congregation  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Minden  who  volunteer  for  the  min¬ 
istry.  Those  75  lay  ministers  will  be 
responsible  for  about  375  family 
units,  or  approximately  five  each. 
These  family  units  include  the  tra¬ 
ditional  families,  single  parent  and 
children,  singles,  widows,  widow¬ 
ers,  college  students,  etc.  The  lay 
ministers  will  receive  special  train¬ 
ing  after  which  they  will  begin  their 
actual  ministry  to  the  five  family 
units. 

The  ministry  will  in  no  way  di¬ 
minish  the  role  of  F.U.M.C.  minis¬ 
ters.  They  will  still  do  all  they  have 


always  done.  In  fact,  they  may  do 
even  more.  The  Lay  Ministry  may 
make  us  much  more  aware  of  the 
need  for  our  ministerial  staff  in  our 
congregation. 

When  the  Lay  Ministry  program 
at  Minden’s  first  church  was  orga¬ 
nized,  it  enabled  the  members  to  be 
ministers  to  one  another  in  good 
times  as  well  as  in  difficult  times. 

Each  lay  minister  will  care  for  the 
members  of  his/her  family  units 
through  P.A.C.E.  . .  .  Prayer,  Avail¬ 
ability,  Contact  and  Example.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  ministry,  as  it  is  de¬ 
signed,  will  spread  the  feeling  of 
real  caring  that  already  exists  in  the 
church. 


Eight  Week  Crisis  Counseling 
Course  Offered 


A  specialized  counseling  approach  to  crisis  situations  will  be  offered  to 
clergy  and  interested  lay-persons  at  Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital  Octo¬ 
ber  30-December  18,  1989.  Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the  Chap¬ 
laincy  staff  at  Central  as  a  seminary  consultant,  will  participate  in  some  of 
the  seminars. 

Specific  emphasis  will  be  given  to  learning  specialized  counseling  ap¬ 
proaches  to  persons  who  may  be  in  a  crisis  situation.  Focus  will  be  given  to 
dimensions  of  crisis  experience,  identity  crisis  and  change,  crisis  related  to 
addiction,  crisis  related  to  violence,  crisis  related  to  suicide,  crisis  related 
to  broken  relationships,  crisis  related  to  aging,  etc.  Seminary  credit  can  be 
earned  and  continuing  education  credit  will  be  given  to  those  who  partici¬ 
pate. 

Interested  persons  may  call  318-484-6357  or  write  to  Chaplain  W.  Carlton 
Vance,  Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital,  P.O.  Box  5031,  Pineville,  LA 
71361-5031. 


-Around  The  Conference 


DEEPLY  APPRECIATED  —  Miss  Cora  Woods  was  the  special  hon- 
oree  at  the  Teacher  Appreciation  Banquet  held  recently  at  First 
UMC,  Leesville.  “Miss  Cora/'  as  she  is  affectionately  called  by 
many,  was  quite  surprised  to  receive  the  sapphire-studded  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  lapel  pin  which  was  presented  to  her.  Having  taught 
the  Ladies'  Class  faithfully  for  over  28  years,  she  reluctantly  saw  her 
class  draw  to  a  close  in  February  of  this  year,  as  the  last  remaining 
members  became  homebound  or  nursing  home  residents.  Also  at¬ 
tending  the  event  were  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted,  pastor  and  the  42 
teachers  and  spouses  who  attended  the  banquet  from  both  the 
Leesville  and  Holly  Grove  UM  churches.  Guest  speaker  was  Laurie 
Connell,  Lake  Charles  District  Education  Chairperson. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Vivian  UMC  will  host  a  World 
Bazaar  Auction  Sunday  evening, 
October  29.  An  international  meal 
with  food  representing  different  na¬ 
tions  will  be  served.  Items  for  the 
auction  have  been  received  from 
many  missionaries  serving  in  vari¬ 
ous  places  of  the  world.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  World  Bazaar  Auction  is 
to  sell  the  items  sent  by  United 
Methodist  missionaries.  The  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  meal  will  be  sent  to 
the  areas  where  the  missionaries  are 
serving.  Winnifred  Carter  is  Mis¬ 
sion  Chairperson  and  Rev.  Terry  C. 
Willis  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  New  Orleans  District  Lay 
Speakers  School  is  set  for  Friday  6 
to  9  p.m.  through  Saturday,  8  a  m. 
to  3:30  p.m.,  November  3  and  4  at 
the  Parker  Memorial  UMC  in  New 
Orleans.  Both  basic  and  advanced 
courses  will  be  taught.  Helen  Bailey 
Johnson  is  Director  of  Lay  Speakers 
and  Rev.  M.  Douglas  Ezell  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  * 

Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  report¬ 
ed  that  379  campers  were  registered 
this  past  summer.  In  addition, 


1,517  used  the  facility  since  May  1, 
according  to  John  and  Susie  Floyd, 
new  directors  of  this  facility.  The 
Floyds  live  on  the  grounds  of  the 
retreat  center  and  are  enjoying  the 
new  director’s  home  which  was  con¬ 
structed  under  the  direction  of  the 
camp’s  Board  of  Trustees. 

*  *  * 

The  UMW  unit  of  Kenner  UMC 
recently  held  a  spaghetti  dinner,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  auction  of  miscella¬ 
neous  items  donated  by  merchants 
as  well  as  members  of  the  church. 
The  combined  total  of  $988  was 
generated  by  the  festivities.  This 
money  collected  will  benefit  the 
UMW’s  budget  for  the  year.  Auc¬ 
tioneer  for  the  occasion  was  A1 
Young  who  kept  the  activity  on  a 
very  humorous  level.  His  assistants 
were  Dick  Burnside  and  Jim  Bol¬ 
ton.  They  kept  supplying  the  auc¬ 
tioneer  with  the  merchandise  and 
the  humor.  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peter¬ 
son  is  pastor. 

*  *  • 

lngleside  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  is 

pleased  to  announce  the  addition  of 
Judy  Hare  as  the  church’s  new  sec¬ 
retary.  Judy  was  bom  and  raised  in 


northeast  Mississippi  and  is  mar¬ 
ried  with  one  child.  Her  family  has 
resided  in  Baton  Rouge  since  1981. 
Dr.  James  R.  Schaub  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  LaPlace  will  hold 
its  annual  Halloween  Party  on 
Monday,  October  30  at  5:30  p.m. 
After  a  hot  dog  supper  in  the  An¬ 
nex,  a  Trick  or  Treat  will  take  place. 
Dads  will  be  asked  to  dress  up  in 
their  scariest  outfits  and  are  to  re¬ 
main  in  their  assigned  stations  to 
hand  out  candy  to  the  children.  Do¬ 
nations  of  bags  of  candy,  boxes  of 
raisins,  stickers,  popcorn  balls,  etc. 
will  gladly  be  accepted  for  this  ex¬ 
citing  event.  Moms  will  escort  the 
children  throughout  the  different 
stations  in  the  Annex.  Rev.  Charles 
P.  Strong  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Three  Great  Nights  of  Preaching 
for  Christ  will  be  held  Sunday, 
Monday,  and  Tuesday,  November 
5-7  at  7  p.m.  each  evening  at  First 
UMC  in  Crowley.  A  reception  will 
follow  each  evening  service.  The 
guest  preacher  for  the  event  is  Rev. 
John  Miles.  He  is  thought  of  as  an 
outstanding  minister  in  the  Little 


Rock  Conference,  having  an  aver¬ 
age  Sunday  morning  attendance  of 
over  1200  in  worship.  This  will  tru¬ 
ly  be  a  unique  experience.  Rev.  W. 
Spiller  Milton  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  Covington  will  host 
a  Minibazaar  Saturday,  November 
18,  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Toys,  needle¬ 
work  of  all  kinds,  paintings,  stuffed 
animals,  and  Christmas  decorations 
of  all  kinds  are  some  of  the  items  re¬ 
quested  for  those  wishing  to  con¬ 
tribute  their  talents.  Dr.  Ted  Stand- 
ley  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

One  of  the  most  successful  com¬ 
munity  outreach  programs  ever  un¬ 
dertaken  at  St.  John's  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  has  begun  its  second 
year.  This  program  is  the  tutoring 
classes  offered  for  students  through¬ 
out  the  parish  free  of  charge.  Class¬ 
es  are  held  at  the  church  through 
the  auspices  of  Volunteers  in  Public 
Schools.  Dr.  H.  A.  Harrington  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Congratulations  go  to  Rev.  Debra 
K.  Brazzel,  an  elder  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  on  her  recent  ap¬ 


pointment  as  the  new  executive 
director  of  Dallas  Bethlehem  Cen¬ 
ter,  Inc.  For  the  past  five  years,  she 
was  the  Greater  Dallas  Community 
of  Churches  campus  minister  to 
Mountain  View  Community  College 
in  Oak  Cliff.  She  also  worked  for 
Mountain  View  as  a  grant  manager 
of  single  parent,  homemaker,  and 
sex  equity  programs.  She  is  looking 
forward  to  the  challenges  and  op¬ 
portunities  for  ministry  that  await 
her  at  the  center. 

*  *  * 

October  22  will  be  another  “Su¬ 
per  Sunday”  in  the  life  of  St.  Timo¬ 
thy  on  the  Northshore  UMC  in 
Mandeville.  The  congregation  will 
bring  its  pledges  to  worship  that 
morning,  and  then  at  4  p.m.  mem¬ 
bers  will  celebrate  the  consecration 
of  their  new  sanctuary  led  by  Bish¬ 
op  William  B.  Oden.  The  afternoon 
service  will  be  an  historic  and  spe¬ 
cial  occasion.  A  reception  honoring 
Bishop  Oden  and  his  wife,  Marilyn 
will  follow  the  consecration.  Rev. 
Larry  Maddin  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Clanton  Chapel  UMC 
Growth  Project  in  Dulac  has  been 


selected  by  the  United  Methodist 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organiza¬ 
tion  (NYMO)  to  receive  a  grant 
from  the  national  Youth  Service 
Fund  in  1990.  This  project  will  en¬ 
able  the  church  to  give  spiritual  and 
leadership  development  to  this 
community  of  Houma  Indians.  In 
1988,  United  Methodist  youth  na¬ 
tionwide  contributed  nearly  one-half 
million  to  the  Youth  Service  Fund, 
with  70%  of  that  amount  staying  in 
the  annual  conference  for  selected 
youth  mission  projects  and  priori¬ 
ties.  In  1988,  the  youth  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Conference 
contributed  $1,739.00  to  national 
YSF,  making  $80,000  in  grants 
available.  Rev.  Kirby  Verret  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  * 

A  Christian  Contemporary  Con¬ 
cert  with  music  and  an  inspiring 
message  provided  by  the  group  Wa¬ 
termark  from  Dallas,  Texas  will 
take  place  Saturday,  October  21  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 
The  concert  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 
Tickets  will  be  available  at  the  door. 
Group  rates  are  also  available.  Dr. 
Kenneth  Reed  is  pastor. 
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What  others  are  saying— 

Christians  vs.  Christians:  A  waste  of  time,  energy 


By  WOODIE  W.  WHITE 

Now  it’s  the  abortion  issue. 
Only  a  few  days  ago  it  was  bus¬ 
ing.  Both  seem 
to  have  generat¬ 
ed  the  same 
kind  of  emo¬ 
tional  intensity. 

At  one  time  it 
was  war  vs. 
pacifism. 

Christians  al¬ 
ways  find  some-  Bishop  White 
thing  about  which  to  fight  each 
other. 

The  church  has  expended  so 
much  of  its  resources,  energy, 
and  time  battling  itself,  it’s  no 
wonder  that  it  is  losing  influence 
in  the  larger  community  and  has 
diminishing  impact  on  shaping 
moral  and  ethical  behavior. 

Some  of  the  most  hostile  con¬ 
frontations  I’ve  witnessed  have  not 
been  those  of  believer  against  non¬ 
believer,  but  between  believers. 

Fundamentalists  attack  con¬ 
servatives,  conservatives  attack 
liberals  and  vice  versa.  Charis- 
matics  question  the  authenticity 


of  belief  of  those  who  manifest 
the  Spirit  in  different  gifts. 

Satan  enjoys  our  quarreling 

I  imagine  Satan,  or  however 
you  name  the  power  of  evil,  en¬ 
joys  the  constant  quarreling  and 
fighting  among  religious  people. 
It  has  been  going  on  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  years  so  it  may  be  naive 
to  think  that  it  would  not  be 
prevalent  today. 

The  list  goes  on:  God’s  nature 
and  character,  the  meaning  and 
number  of  sacraments,  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  miracles.  The  reli¬ 
gious  community  has  on  many  of 
these  important  fundamental  te¬ 
nets  agreed  to  disagree. 

Frequently  1  receive  a  letter 
from  a  United  Methodist  de¬ 
manding  to  know  what  the  “bish¬ 
op  believes"  about  this  or  that. 

Underlying  most  of  these  inqui¬ 
ries  may  be  the  writer’s  assumption 
that  my  view  on  one  tenet  or  social 
issue  cancels  out  my  belief  on  all 
others.  It  is  one-issue  theology  sim¬ 
ilar  to  one-issue  politics. 

Abortion  is  for  many  that  kind 


of  pivotal  concern  upon  which 
one’s  Christianity  is  validated  or 
questioned.  For  others  the  issue 
is  sexism,  racism,  or  the  place 
and  accuracy  of  scriptures.  < 

Each  religious  group  or  denom¬ 
ination,  of  course,  determines  the 
level  of  orthodoxy  required  of  its 
adherents.  Each  decides  areas  of 
flexibility  and  levels  of  differing 
opinion  that  a  follower  is  allowed 
in  order  to  remain  in  good  stand¬ 
ing.  This  is  the  right  and  role  of 
organized  religion. 

Animosity  is  troubling 

What  is  troubling  and  difficult 
is  the  animosity  generated  within 
the  church  and  often  within  a  de¬ 
nomination.  Something  a  little 
less  than  hatred  best  describes  at¬ 
titudes  held  by  some  Christians 
against  others.  They  call  one  an¬ 
other  names  or  paint  others  with 
less  than  precise  labels  —  all  in 
the  name  of  Christ. 

Everywhere  1  turn  1  see  bro¬ 
kenness,  a  sense  of  meaningless¬ 
ness  among  all  classes  and  races. 
Disturbing  statistics,  the  morn¬ 
ing  paper,  and  the  evening  news 


dramatically  illustrate  a  sense  of 
lostness. 

We  see  it  in  our  community, 
sometimes  in  our  own  family.  It 
often  seems  to  me  a  struggle  the 
Church,  maybe  even  our  beloved 
United  Methodism,  is  losing. 

Cannot  the  Christian  communi¬ 
ty,  although  broad  in  its  perspec¬ 
tive  —  conservative  to  liberal  to 
orthodox,  adjust  itself  to  a  com¬ 
mon  agenda  to  meet  such  needs? 

I  am  weary  of  so  much  time, 
energy,  and'  money  being  used  by 
Christians  in  general  and  some 
United  Methodists  in  particular 
in  fighting  each  other,  while  the 
number  of  unchurched  and  un¬ 
saved  continues  to  grow,  while 
broken  lives  remain  in  pieces  and 
the  lost  continue  in  estrangement. 

Wouldn't  it  be  a  pity  if  the 
world  God  loves  so  much  were 
ignored  because  the  Church  was 
too  busy  doing  battle  with  itself? 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  is  episcopal 
leader  of  United  Methodism's  Illinois 
Area.  His  article  is  reprinted  by  permit - 
sion  of  the  Reporter's  Central  Illinois 
Conference  edition. 


Letters  to  the  - 

Episcopal  bishop  has  it  all  backwards 


Pontius'  Puddle 


O OR  CHURCH  IS  EXPERIENCING  THE  DEATH 
OF  VOLUNTEER! SM-  yooiH  WORKERS,  0AOS1C 
DIRECTORS,  CUSTODIANS,  CHRISTIAN  ED  , 
SUPERVISORS--  LVERyeooy  WANTS  TO  BE  PAID! 


NO,  BUT  WE'RE 
WlRlNCr  A 
committee- 

TO  LOOK 

INTO  IT. 


This  is  in  reference  to  the  Oct.  6  ar¬ 
ticle  and  editorial  on  the  opinions  of 
Episcopal  Bishop  John  Shelby  Spong. 

Bishop  Spong  is  part  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  in  the  church  today,  not  a  part 
of  the  solution. 

He  has,  as  Paul  describes,  ”...  A 
form  of  godliness,  but  denying  pow¬ 
er  thereof’  (2  Timothy  3:5).  He 
would  have  us  believe  that  human¬ 
kind  has  become  so  advanced,  so 
knowledgeable  and  so  intelligent  in 
the  20th  century  that  the  God  of  the 
Bible  is  no  longer  relevant. 

The  problem  is  not  with  God,  but 
with  humanity.  People  are  no  dift 
ferent  today  than  2,000  years  ago; 
without  Jesus  Christ,  we  are  sepa¬ 
rated  from  God,  aliens,  strangers 
from  the  covenants  of  promise  and 
have  no  hope  (Ephesians  2:12).  But, 
with  Jesus  Christ,  we  have  restora¬ 
tion  and  reconciliation. 

Thus,  despite  what  Bishop  Spong 
says,  the  God  of  this  universe  has 
not  become  small  and  impotent  in 
the  face  of  20th  century  knowledge. 
To  the  contrary,  God  is  the  same 
yesterday,  today,  and  tomorrow. 

If  there  is  a  failure  in  the  church 
today,  it  is  at  the  top  where  there 
are  clergymen  who,  like  Bishop 
Spong,  advocate  a  form  of  theology 
and  religion  but  deny  the  power  of 
God  to  intervene  in  human  life  and 
who  discount  the  truth,  power  and 
relevance  of  His  word. 

Ralph  H.  Walton  Jr. 

Granbury,  Texas 

He  answered  own  question 

The  good  Bishop  Spong  answered 
his  own  question  (see  UMR,  Oct. 
6).  People  aren’t'  interested  in  the 
junk  that  he  is  promoting. 

If  we  don’t  have  any  ultimate 
truth,  we  have  nothing  to  give  to 
hurting  people. 

Why  you  devoted  a  third  of  a 
page  to  him  is  a  mystery  to  me. 

Pete  Simpson 
Bloomington,  Minnesota 

Where  is  UM  protest? 

I  was  dismayed  to  read  in  the 
Oct.  6  issue  of  the  Reporter’s  “Faith 
Watch"  column  that  the  charges  of¬ 
ten  sounded,  and  always  denied,  are 
true:  that  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  by  supporting  SWAPO, 
is  in  fact  supporting  an  organization 
committed  to  violence. 

What  is  even  more  dismaying  is  the 
report  that,  while  there  are  serious  al¬ 
legations  of  atrocities,  support  from 


the  World  Council  is  still  to  be  given. 
Where  is  the  voice  of  strong  protest 
from  our  United  Methodist  represen¬ 
tatives  to  this  ecumenical  body? 
James  F.  Price 
Quarryville,  Pennsylvania 

It  wasn't  a  race  riot 

Regarding  the  Sept.  29  article 
about  the  so-called  race  riots  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  Beach:  Please  get  the  facts 
straight.  This  was  no  race  riot! 

One  hundred  thousand  drunken 
college  students  (mostly  minorities) 
descended  upon  Virginia  Beach  in 
the  early  hours  of  Sunday  morning, 
rioting,  throwing  bottles,  breaking 
windows,  looting  and  stealing.  The 
arrested  students  claimed  they  were 
discriminated  against  because  they 
were  young  and  black. 

To  allow  thousands  of  punks  to 
swoop  down  and  destroy  Virginia 
Beach  is  no  way  to  create  racial  har¬ 
mony.  To  leave  the  impression  this 
was  a  black-white  racial  confronta¬ 
tion  is  irresponsible  journalism. 

Bill  Cooke 
Davis,  Oklahoma 

Alarm  is  well-placed 

I  wholeheartedly  concur  with  Eric 
Umile’s  alarm  at  the  heresy  pro¬ 
pounded  within  our  denomination 
by  the  "Sophia"  worshippers  (see 
UMR.  Oct.  6). 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  become  far  too  accepting  of  any 
and  every  theological,  social,  moral 
and  political  position  anyone  who 
slides  into  our  fold  wishes  to  take. 
We  appear  to  have  no  clear  consen¬ 
sus  to  center  our  church  upon  and 
speak  from  Scripture  and  tradition. 

“Sophia"  worshippers  have  every 
right  under  the  U.S.  Constitution  to 
begin  and  operate  a  group  to  their 


own  liking.  I  resent  their  distortion 
of  Jesus  Christ,  his  teaching,  and 
the  canon  to  support  their  sophistry 
inside  our  denomination. 

In  what  they  do  with  Jesus  and 
Christology  they  are  akin  to  Mor¬ 
mons  and  Jehovah’s  Witnesses. 
Would  we  allow  these  heresies  equal 
time  in  our  churches  if  clergy  began 
accepting  their  versions  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  the  Gospel  story?  Some 
United  Methodists  say  yes.  I  say  no. 

Mary  Gay  McKinney 
Riverdale,  Illinois 

Who  knows?  Who  cares? 

Maybe  the  reason  for  the  silence 
regarding  “Wisdom’s  Feast”  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  6)  is  because  almost  no 
one  has  ever  heard  of  the  book  and 
even  fewer  care. 

M.  Thomas  Swantner 
Moline,  Illinois 

Beware  of  'movements' 

This  is  in  reply  to  the  letters  writ¬ 
ten  by  Douglas  Rettig  and  Dale 
Stitt  about  the  New  Age  Movement 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  8).  This  movement 
is  no  “joke."  Nor  is  it  a  “fresh  per¬ 
spective  on  life.” 

The  New  Age  Movement  is  Sa¬ 
tanism  wrapped  in  a  new  package. 
Christians  should  be  warned  that 
they  are  the  targets  of  this  move¬ 
ment.  The  movement’s  goals  in¬ 
clude  creating  one  world-wide 
religion  and  one  world-wide  gov¬ 
ernment  in  preparation  for  the 
coming  of  the  Anti-Christ. 

The  movement  encourages  and 
teaches  such  occult  practices  as 
spirit  channeling  and  automatic 
writing.  Young  adults  and  children 
are  special  targets  for  the  move¬ 
ment  which  uses  cartoon  shows, 
toys,  movies  and  games  to  promote 
the  New  Age  beliefs  and  symbols. 


Before  embracing  any  new 
“movement,”  Christians  should  do 
some  research.  Many  ministers  and 
lay  people  of  Christian  denomina¬ 
tions  are  already  having  to  deal 
with  the  horrible  effects  of  this 
movement.  Why  not  start  this  or 
any  investigation  by  consulting 
your  minister  and  Bible? 

Gale  Weaver 
Kevil,  Kentucky 

Jokes  aren't  harmless 

Douglas  Rettig  should  be  aware 
(see  UMR  Letters,  Sept.  8)  that  a 
“joke”  is  one  of  the  most  effective 
ways  to  express  one’s  views.  Par¬ 
ody,  satire  and  ethnic  “jokes”  do 
the  job  every  day. 

Jokes  can  reveal  heresy  in  one’s 
ideas  and  often  do.  “Jokes”  are  not 
harmless  fun;  most  often  they  cloak 
hard,  cold  and  calculated  positions 
in  humor. 

Joe  L.  Marine 
Weber  City,  Virginia 

Jesus  had  narrow  view 

With  reference  to  Dale  A.  Stitt’s 
Sept.  8  letter,  I  say  thank  God  for 
those  who  have  a  narrow  view! 

Jesus  had  a  narrow  view.  He  said 
the  way  is  narrow  and  wide  is  the 
path  that  leads  to  destruction.  New 
Age  teaching  is  wide  enough  to  ac¬ 
commodate  anything  one  wishes  to 
believe  and  practice. 

I’ll  continue  on  my  walk  with  Je¬ 
sus  on  the  narrow  path,  thank  you! 

Geraldine  M.  Rue 
LaBelle,  Florida 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 


The  United  Methodist 
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“Do  nothing  from  selfishness  or 
conceit,  but  in  humility  count  oth¬ 
ers  better  than  yourselves.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  2  Corinthians  4:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  22 
Monday:  Psalms  1 19: 1 37-144 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 19:145-152 
Wednesday:  Habakkuk  1:1-3;  2:1-4 
Thursday:  Luke  18:1-8 
Friday:  Luke  18:1 8-30 
Saturday:  2  Timothy  3:14-17 
Sunday:  2  Timothy  4: 1  -5 
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Here  I  Stand — 

Why  burden  new  disciples 
with  the  Apostles'  Creed ? 


By  WILLIAM  C.  SANLORD 

Recently,  I  read  the  new  order  for 
receiving  members  into  the  United 
Methodist  Church  set  forth  in  the 
new  hymnal  beginning  on  Page  33. 

I  was  greatly  saddened  to  see  that 
the  Apostles’  Creed  has  been  made 
an  integral  part  of  what  entering 
members  must  say  they  believe. 
Many  people,  including  me,  have 
significant  problems  with  a  number 
of  statements  in  the  creed. 

Here  are  four  problems  that  I 
have  with  the  Apostles’  Creed: 

■  It  leaves  out  some  very  vital 
matters.  One  illustration:  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  a  ringing  affirmation  of  the 
stewardship  of  life.  That,  I  believe, 
is  a  profoundly  biblical  concept. 
And  one  so  needed  “for  the  living 
of  these  days.”  An  adequate  sum¬ 
mary  of  “the  Christian  faith  as  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Scriptures”  would 
include  this  doctrine. 

■  Most  people  are  seriously  mis- 
taught  by  the  phrase,  “I  believe  in 
the  resurrection  of  the  body.”  Bibli¬ 
cal  scholar  William  Barclay  indi¬ 
cates  that  this  phrase  was  intended 
to  rebut  views  that  were  widespread 
when  the  church  was  young,  specifi¬ 
cally  the  concept  that  upon  death 
personal  identity  is  lost. 

Dr.  Barclay  interprets  the  phrase 
essentially  as  follows:  “I  believe  in 
the  survival  of  individual  personal¬ 
ity.  I  believe  that  we  will  neither  be 
obliterated  into  nothingness,  nor 
yet  absorbed  in  the  divine.  1  believe 
that  after  death  you  will  still  be  you 
and  I  will  still  be  I.” 

Many  people  are  thrust  into  the 
predicament  of  trying  to  reconcile 
the  creed  with  1  Corinthians  15:50 
that  states:  “flesh  and  blood  cannot 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  . . .” 
Why  convey  false  impressions? 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may 
express  their  opinions 
and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  William  C. 

Sanford  is  a  retired 
member  of  the  Califon 
nia-Nev  ad  a  Annual 
Conference  and  lives 
in  Atwater,  Calif. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for  con¬ 
sideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  pages 
maximum  length )  to:  "Here  I  Stand,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 


■  The  phrase  that  depicts  the  ris¬ 
en  Christ  as  “seated  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  Father”  suggests  a  static 
view  of  heaven.  Of  course,  1  reject  a 
crudely  literal  treatment  of  what  is 
clearly  figurative  speech.  Even  so, 
the  “seated”  image  suggests  a  bor¬ 
ing  situation.  I  prefer  to  picture  the 
risen  Christ  moving  intentionally 
among  the  people  He  loves,  enrich¬ 
ing  their  interaction  and  enhancing 
their  joy. 

■  The  line,  “born  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,”  is  dubious.  How  important 
can  the  doctrine  of  the  Virgin  Birth 
be  if  Mark  and  John  and  Paul  make 
nothing  of  it  in  their  writings? 

If  a  positive  response  to  Jesus’  in¬ 
vitation,  “Follow  me,”  sufficed  for 
our  Lord,  something  like  that  should 
suffice  for  His  church  as  well.  I  pro¬ 
pose  something  like  this: 

“Will  you  dedicate  yourself  to 
continuing  Christ’s  work  in  the 
world?"  And  if  I  were  asked  what 
that  work  is,  I’d  say:  “Calling  people 
to  discipleship,  equipping  them  for 
discipleship  and  engaging  them  in 
discipleship.” 

Today’s  disciples  have  burdens 
enough.  Let’s  not  thrust  on  them  the 
weight  of  an  incomplete,  misleading 
and  highly  debatable  creed. 


My  Witness  - 

'The  Lord  Is  my  Banker' 


By  CLARE  M.  GILMORE 

The  Lord  is  my  Banker;  I  shall 
not  want. 

He  maketh  me  to  lay  down  my 
dollars  to  the  needy. 

He  leadeth  me  to  give  of  my  time, 
talent,  and  money. 

He  restoreth  my  flagging  generos¬ 
ity; 

He  leadeth  me  into  the  path  of 
capital  fund  raisers  for  His  name’s 
sake. 

Yea,  though  I  give  freely  to  the 
Unquenchable  Fire,  I  will  fear  no 
loss:  For  Thou  are  my  advisor; 

Thy  promise  of  future  returns 
comforts  me. 

Thou  preparest  a  safer  place  for 
my  treasure  than  today’s  insured  in¬ 
stitutions  can  provide. 

Thou  still  pleadest  before  me  the 
case  of  the  hungry; 

My  purse  seemeth  empty. 

Surely  wealth  shall  evade  me  all 
the  days  of  this  life; 

But  afterward,  I  will  draw  on  the 
Bank  of  the  Lord  forever. 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may 
share  meaningful  ex¬ 
periences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Clare  M. 
Gilmore  is  a  member 
of  Coburn  United 
Methodist  Church, 
Zanesville,  Ohio  (West 
Ohio  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for  con¬ 
sideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  pages 
maximum  length)  to:  "My  Witness,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  66027S,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Editor,  Upper  Room  Books 

The  Upper  Room,  a  division  of  The  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  in  Nashville,  Tennessee 
offers  an  exciting  opportunity  and  challenge  for 
the  right  person  as  Editor,  Upper  Room  Books. 
Person  filling  position  must  have  over  four  years 
experience  in  all  aspects  of  book  publishing:  ac¬ 
quisitions,  editorial  development,  production 
and  financial  administration.  The  successful 
candidate  will  have  knowledge  and  experience 
in  theology  and  faith  development.  Interested? 
Contact:  Human  Resources,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202  or  call 
(615)  340-7101.  AA,  EOE,  M/F/H. 


hen  you  pray... 


use  your 
1990 
Prayer 
Calendar. 


Pray  for  missionaries  and  mission  projects  in  the 
U.S.  and  around  the  world.  Become  another  link 
in  the  United  Methodist  circle  of  prayer.  Your 
support  for  mission  is  vital! 


Order  your  1990  Prayer 
Calendar  (#1499)  @$5.00, 

plus  postage  and  handling,  from 
Service  Center,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  7820  Read¬ 
ing  Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 


Postage/handling:  $10  or  less, 
add  $1.50;  $  1 0.0 1  -$25,  add 
15%;  $25.01  -  $50,  add  10%; 
over  $50,  add  5%.  Add  $1.50  if 
billing  is  requested.  For  gift 
copies,  enclose  50 <t  each  for 
additional  postage.  A  card  will 
be  enclosed  if  requested. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


The  United  Methodist  , 

REPORTER 


Faith 

- watch 

NO  CAUSE  FOR  ALARM:  The  pres¬ 
ident-elect  of  United  Methodism's  proposed  Af¬ 
rica  University  told  the  96  elected  directors  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  recently  they  need  not  be 
alarmed  by  the  Zimbabwe  government’s  Oct.  4 
shutdown  of  the  University  of  Zimbabwe  fol¬ 
lowing  a  campus  riot.  Pending  approval  by  the 
Zimbabwean  government,  plans  call  for  the  UM 
school  to  open  in  the  spring  of  1991  at  Old  Mu- 
tare,  Zimbabwe.  Dr.  Kurewa,  who  resigned  as 
secretary  of  Zimbabwe’s  parliament  to  head  the 
new  school,  said  the  government’s  action  poses 
no  threat  to  academic  freedom  at  the  United 
Methodist  school. 

BOMB  THREATS:  The  800-plus  mem¬ 
bers  of  predominantly  black  St.  James-Paseo 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  aren’t 
knuckling  under  to  bomb 
threats  against  the  church 
and  its  black  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Emmanuel  Cleaver. 

Bomb  threats  were  tele¬ 
phoned  to  the  church  on 
Sept.  10  and  24,  causing 
evacuation  of  worshipers. 

Attendance  at  the  church  has  increased  despite 
the  threats,  said  a  spokesman  for  the  Missouri 
West  conference.  Mr.  Cleaver  has  been  an  elect¬ 
ed  official  in  Kansas  City  for  1 1  years  and  is 
mayor  pro-tem. 

AIDS  DIAGNOSED:  A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  district  superintendent  in  the  Peninsula 
Conference  has  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS. 
Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (Washington  Area) 
shared  the  information  about  the  Rev.  Robert 
P.  Whitlock,  superintendent  of  the  Easton 
(Md.)  District,  with  clergy  and  lay  leaders.  Dr. 
Whitlock,  who  has  requested  disability  leave, 
learned  he  had  AIDS  in  early  September  and 
told  his  wife  of  35  years  and  their  two  children. 
Bishop  Yeakel  told  conference  leaders,  “I  hope 
you  will  join  me  in  being  nonjudgmental.  We 
are  a  community  of  support,  not  a  community 
of  judgment.” 

BISHOP  LORD  DIES:  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord,  87,  died 
Oct.  8  at  Huggins  Hospital  in  Wolfeboro,  N.H., 
apparently  of  a  heart  attack.  Elected  to  the  epis¬ 
copacy  in  1948,  Bishop  Lord  served  in  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Boston  Area  until  1 960  and  its  the 
Washington  Area  in  1960-72.  After  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1972  he  directed  a  churchwide  "Call 
for  Peace  and  Self-development  of  People” 
launched  by  the  bishops  of  the  church  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  1972  General  Conference.  Long 
involved  in  peace  and  civil  rights  causes,  he  was 
a  sharp  critic  of  U.S.  involvement  in  Vietnam,  a 
country  he  visited  at  least  once.  He  participated 
in  the  Selma-to-Montgomery,  Ala.,  March  in 
1 965  with  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 


Emmanuel  Cleaver 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Abortion  'comes  home'  for  Florida  UMs 

Special  legislative  session  draws  campaigners  on  both  sides  of ' divisive '  issue 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

The  abortion  issue  came  home 
for  many  United  Methodists  last 
week. 

Church  members  campaigned 
on  both  sides  while  the  Florida 
legislature  considered  tightening 
that  state’s  abortion  regulations. 

An  estimated  10,000  “pro- 
choice”  advocates  and  8,500  “pro¬ 
life”  advocates  held  rallies  before 
and  during  the  special  legislative 
session  called  by  Florida  Gov.  Bob 
Martinez,  an  abortion  foe. 

Florida’s  planned  3'/2-day  con¬ 
clave  fizzled  after  only  two  days 
when  “pro-choice”  forces  bottled 
up  restrictive  measures  in  com¬ 
mittee. 

Analysts  generally  seemed  to  feel 
that  Gov.  Martinez  had  suffered  a 
political  defeat  when  the  Florida 


session  ended  prematurely  without 
enacting  measures  he  favors. 

The  abbreviated  event  gave  a 
taste  of  what  are  considered  in¬ 
evitable  1990  abortion  confron¬ 
tations  in  other  state  legislatures 
and  at  the  polls. 

United  Methodists  “seeing  the 
issue  from  divergent  positions” 
participated 
in  both  com¬ 
peting  rallies 
and  worship 
services  in 
Tallahassee, 
the  state  cap¬ 
ital,  said 
Bishop  H. 

Hasbrouck  Bishop  Hughes 
Hughes  Jr.  (Florida  Area). 

Bishop  Hughes  recently  wrote  a 
column  in  the  Florida  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter  in  which 
he  upheld  The  United  Methodist 


Church's  abortion  position. 

That  position,  contained  in 
Paragraph  71G  in  the  Social 
Principles  section  of  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Discipline, 
says  that  the  church  is  “reluctant 
to  approve  abortion”  but  sup¬ 
ports  the  rights  of  women,  with 
appropriate  medical  and  pastoral 
counseling,  to  choose  “the  legal 
option  of  abortion  under  proper 
medical  procedures.”  It  rejects 
abortion  as  “an  acceptable 
means  of  birth  control.” 

Bishop  Hughes  said  the  col¬ 
umn  elicited  “a  number  of  mixed 
reviews.” 

He  said  that  one  Florida  legis¬ 
lator  who  is  a  United  Method¬ 
ist — whom  the  bishop  declined 
to  identify  for  pastoral  reasons — 
called  him  prior  to  the  legislative 
session  to  discuss  the  column. 

“He  said  he  felt  informed  by  it. 


both  for  his  own  decision-making 
and  for  discussion  with  his  col¬ 
leagues  in  the  legislature,”  said 
Bishop  Hughes. 

Bishop  Hughes  acknowledged 
that  “emotions  are  very  high” 
among  Florida  United  Method¬ 
ists  over  the  abortion  issue. 

“I’m  hopeful  we'll  draw  upon 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
longtime  strength  to  think  and  let 
think,”  Bishop  Hughes  said.  “I 
hope  we’ll  concentrate  on  what 
unites  us  as  we  seek  answers  to 
this  divisive  issue.” 

The  Rev.  Charlene  Kammerer, 
Tallahassee  district  superinten¬ 
dent,  told  the  Reporter  she  testi¬ 
fied  about  the  United  Methodist 
position  on  abortion  before  the 
Florida  Senate. 

“I  felt  a  responsibility  to  repre¬ 
sent  our  church’s  position  on 
abortion,  but  in  a  way  that  would 


retain  a  clear  pastoral  role,”  Dr. 
Kammerer  said. 

She  said  she  also  was  among 
clergy  who  led  a  4-hour  come-and- 
go  interfaith  worship  service  on 
the  session’s  opening  afternoon. 

The  majority  of  Florida  United 
Methodism  (727  churches,  339,672 
members  as  of  1988)  is  within  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference. 

The  remainder  (146  churches, 
40,511  members  as  of  1988)  is 
within  the  Alabama-West  Flori¬ 
da  Annual  conference. 

Bishop  C.  W.  Hancock  (Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Area)  was 
unavailable  for  comment. 

However,  the  Rev.  Richard 
Sigler,  superintendent  of  the  Mar- 
ianna-Panama  City,  Fla.  district, 
told  the  Reporter  that  a  majority 
of  United  Methodists  in  the  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  conference  fa¬ 
vor  restricting  abortion. 


Slow  donations  for  Hugo  aid  worry  church  leaders 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  flood  of  assistance  that 
United  Methodists  have  poured 
out  for  the  victims  of  Hurricane 
Hugo  is  beginning  to  trickle,  to 
the  dismay  of  church  officials. 

A  slow  rate  of  donations  to  the 


PHOTO  BV  |OHN  SOPER 


SAN  SALVADOR,  El  Salva¬ 
dor — Missionary  Nancy  Boye 
makes  friends  with  a  Salva¬ 
doran  youngster. 


Bishops'  Appeal  for  Hugo  relief 
is  confirming  some  officials’  fear 
that  the  need  for  long-term  assis¬ 
tance  will  be  forgotten  as  memo¬ 
ries  of  the  disaster  fade. 

The  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Hugo 
relief  has  gathered  only  $5,230, 
said  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Rollins  of 
the  United  Methodist  Commit- 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — A  historic  “joint 
partnership”  between  a  Roman 
Catholic  parish  in  El  Salvador 
and  two  Dallas-area  Uni/ted 
Methodist  churches — apparently 
a  first  for  United  Methodists — 
isn’t  a  one-way  supply  line. 

Instead,  it’s  a  direct  response 
to  the  United  Methodism’s  top 
legislative  body.  The  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  urged  church 
members  to  inform  themselves 
about  the  situation  in  El  Salva¬ 
dor  as  well  as  to  pray  for  peace 
and  justice  in  Central  America. 

An  official  with  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board  said 
that  although  several  UM 
churches  have  become  partners 
with  churches  in  Nicaragua,  the 
two  Dallas-area  churches  are  the 
first  to  link  up  with  an  El  Salva- 


Contributions  for  all 
Hugo  relief  may  be  sent  to 
Advance  Special  401500-3. 


tee  on  Relief. 

That  contrasts  sharply  with  the 
$150,000  in  aid  that  UMCOR 
has  distributed  to  date,  Mr.  Rol- 


doran  congregation. 

“The  most  important  thing  we 
do  is  interact  with  the  people  of 
Maria  Madre  de  los  Pobres” 
[Mary.  Mother  of  the  Poor],  said 
the  Rev.  John  B.  Soper,  senior 
pastor  of  Holy  Covenant  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Carrollton, 
Texas. 

“This  is  truly  a  covenant  rela¬ 
tionship;  it’s  not  North  Ameri¬ 
cans  reaching  out  to  help  El 
Salvadorans.” 

The  Rev.  C.  Bourdon  Smith, 
pastor  of  Northhaven  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  said 
that  the  special  linkage  helps  his 
congregation  learn  how  “to  be  re¬ 
sponsive  to  the  poor.” 

“That’s  the  benefit  of  the  part¬ 
nership  for  us,”  said  Mr.  Smith. 
“It  makes  it  a  rich  relationship.” 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Sanchez,  a 
priest  of  the  San  Salvador  parish, 
told  the  Reporter  recently  that  the 


lins  said. 

Donations  of  money  are  cru¬ 
cial  if  the  church  is  to  help  Hugo- 
stricken  areas  get  back  on  their 
feet,  Mr.  Rollins  said. 

The  Rev.  Gene  Couch,  pastor 
of  Moncks  Comer,  S.C.  United 
Methodist  Church,  echoed  Mr. 
Rollins’  concern. 


partnerships  also  offer  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  U.S.  congregations  to  get 
to  “know  the  reality  of  what  is 
happening  [in  El  Salvador].” 

The  “reality” — which  includes 
guerrilla  insurgency,  army  re¬ 
pression,  refugees  from  violence, 
attempted  resettlement — isn’t 
simple,  said  Father  Sanchez. 

The  one  United  Methodist 
missionary  there — Nancy  Boye, 
a  member  of  Holy  Covenant 
UMC — works  with  the  Baptist 
Association  for  El  Salvador. 

Ms.  Boye  helped  spark  the 
partnerships  between  Northha¬ 
ven  UMC,  Holy  Covenant  UMC 
and  Madre  de  los  Pobres,  said 
Mr.  Soper. 

Mr.  Soper  said  that  three  visita¬ 
tion  teams  have  been  to  the  San 
Salvador  church  since  the  partner¬ 
ship’s  inception  in  March  1988. 
Father  Sanchez  was  the  first  to  re¬ 
pay  the  visit. 


Mr.  Couch  told  the  Reporter 
that  his  church,  a  district  supply 
center  during  the  first  days  after 
Hugo,  has  “moved  on  to  recon¬ 
struction.”  He  said  church  mem¬ 
bers  have  repaired  about  a  dozen 
houses  but  have  a  waiting  list  of 
more  than  200,  with  supplies  be¬ 
ginning  to  dwindle. 

Disaster  officials  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean  and  the  Carolinas  estimate 
recovery  from  Hugo  will  take  a 
minimum  of  three  years. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  UMCOR 
chief  executive,  recently  told  the 
weekly  United  Methodist  News- 
cope  newsletter  that  she  antici¬ 
pates  “major  efforts”  will  be 
needed  from  United  Methodist 
Volunteers  in  Mission  work  teams 
for  the  next  12  to  18  months. 

While  practical  matters  of  re¬ 
pair  are  being  attended  to,  spiri¬ 
tual  “reconstruction”  wasn’t 
overlooked. 

The  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
Prayer  Calendar,  prepared  last 
year,  schedules  prayer  this 
month  for  UM-related  ministries 
in  Puerto  Rico,  the  Virgin  Is¬ 
lands  and  South  Carolina.  Those 
happen  to  be  areas  hardest  hit  by 
Hugo. 

The  Prayer  Calendar  provides 
a  guide  for  daily  prayer  for  all 
mission  ventures  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Associate  Editor  Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  contributed  to  this  re¬ 
port. 


Churches  forge  first  UM  links 
with  Salvadoran  congregation 


Your  Investment 
in  Mission 

THE 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

DEVELOPMENT 

FUND 

Helping  to 
Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Inv 

Rate* 

4  yr.  term 

$100 

9% 

1  yr.  term 

$100 

8% 

Flexible 

$100 

7% 

* Rates  subject  to  change. 


For  as  little  as  $100,  notes  may  be  purchased.  Available  only 
to  United  Methodist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organiza¬ 
tions,  Boards  or  agencies.  Be  a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church 
into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your  own  personal  investment 
goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing:  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115.  Tel.  [212]  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633  if  out-of-NY 
State. 


Hearings  show  pollution  hurts  ethnic  poor 


From  news  reports 

Toxic  waste  dangers  are  dispro¬ 
portionately  high  in  low-income, 
minority  communities. 

Hispanic  and  Native  Americans 
made  that  assertion  recently  to  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  during  a  fact-finding 
consultation  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 

About  120  representatives  from 
several  U.S.  denominations,  includ¬ 
ing  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
took  part  in  the  Interdenominational 
Hearings  on  Toxics  in  Minority 
Communities. 

They  toured  12  Albuquerque-area 
sites  where  residents  are  fighting 
companies  about  polluted  air  and 
groundwater,  then  heard  from  His- 
panics  and  Native  Americans  who 
have  been  exposed  to  toxic  chemicals 
at  home  or  on  the  job. 

Many  who  testified  are  part  of 
the  United  Methodist-supported 
Southwest  Organizing  Project, 
which  works  specifically  on  issues 
of  public  health  and  toxic  wastes. 

Southwest  Organizing  Project  di¬ 
rector  Richard  Moore  told  panelists 
that  his  agency  believes  that  “indus¬ 
trial,  military,  agricultural  and  mu¬ 
nicipal  [waste]  sites  are 
disproportionately  located  in  low 
income,  minority  communities.” 

Participants  pledged  to  find  ways 
to  organize  and  strengthen  the  ties 
between  churches  and  those  com¬ 
munities. 

“As  long  as  we  do  not  take  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  our  communities  into  our 
own  hands,  someone  else  will  make 
decisions  for  us,”  said  the  Rev.  Mi¬ 
nerva  G.  Carcano,  a  panel  member 
from  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Ms.  Carcano  is  a  superintendent  in 
United  Methodism’s  Spanish-speak¬ 
ing  Rio  Grande  conference. 

The  panel  also  heard  testimony 
from: 


■  Navajos  from  northwestern 
New  Mexico  and  Arizona  whose 
water  supply  was- contaminated  by 
acid  waste  from  a  uranium  mine 
tailings  pile. 

■  One  of  several  hundred  former 
electronics  factory  employees — 
mostly  women — who  have  serious 
health  problems  because  of  han¬ 
dling  hazardous  chemicals  on  the 
job. 

■  Mexican  laborers  afflicted  as  a 
result  of  exposure  to  radioactive 
Cobalt  60  pellets  while  working  in  a 
Juarez  junkyard. 


Church  interest  in  pollution  and 
chemical  waste  issues  has  risen 
steadily  in  recent  years,  said  one 
church  official. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Cole,  a  health 
and  welfare  specialist  for  United 
Methodism's  world  mission  board, 
said  that  a  1987  United  Church  of 
Christ  report  added  fuel  to  the  fire 
when  it  found  that  poor,  ethnic 
communities  were  vulnerable  to 
dumping  and  other  exposure  to  tox¬ 
ic  waste. 

Mr.  Cole  said  that  interest  has 
also  burgeoned  because  the  middle 


class  is  realizing  that  the  environ¬ 
ment  is  a  “matter  of  life  and  death” 
for  them  as  well  as  for  poor  people. 

“You  can  be  a  vegetarian  and 
spend  your  vacation  in  the  high 
Rockies  and  then  die  of  lung  cancer 
because  you  live  in  a  polluted  area,” 
he  said. 

(ulianne  McAchran,  editor  of  the 
New  Mexico  Conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter,  and  Demetria  Marti¬ 
nez,  religion  editor  of  the  Albu¬ 
querque  “Journal,"  contributed  to 
this  article. 


PHOTO  BV  IUIIANNE  MCACHRAN 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M. — Bishop  Louis  Schowengerdt  (left)  discusses  hearing  findings  with  national 
United  Methodist  agency  staff  members— Maria  Paz  Artaza,  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  the  Rev. 
Robert  E.  Walton  (right),  Board  of  Global  Ministries — and  Richard  Moore  (standing),  director  of  the 
Southwest  Organizing  Project.  Bishop  Schowengerdt  (Texas-New  Mexico  Area)  said  he  is  impressed 
with  the  effort  that  the  Albuquerque-based  SWOP  made  in  raising  the  issue  of  toxic  wastes'  effects  on 
ethnic  communities. 


The  United  Methodist 
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ARIZONA  HONORS  KING:  Bi¬ 
shop  Elias  Galvan  (Phoenix  Area)  has  applaud¬ 
ed  action  taken  by  the  Arizona  State  Legislature 
recently  approving  a  statewide  I 
holiday  honoring  civil  rights  I 
leader  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  I 
The  episcopal  leader  of  the) 

United  Methodist  Desert; 

Southwest  Annual  Conference  | 
said,  "The  action  also  frees  us  , 
to  invite  national  church 
groups  to  meet  in  Arizona 
once  again.”  Early  this  year 
the  conference  council  on  ministries  had  asked 
national  church  groups  not  to  meet  in  Arizona 
until  the  observance  was  approved.  In  response, 
several  groups,  including  the  church’s  “supreme 
court”  Judicial  Council,  rescheduled  their  meet¬ 
ings  out  of  Arizona. 


Bishop  Galvan 


SPIRITUAL  ACADEMY:  The  United 

Methodist-related  Upper  Room  is  accepting  ap¬ 
plications  for  the  sixth  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Formation,  slated  to  begin  in  October  1990. 
Participants  meet  at  Camp  Sumatanga,  Ala.,  for 
five  days  each  calendar  quarter.  Between  ses¬ 
sions,  participants  are  asked  to  maintain  a  spiri¬ 
tual  journal,  read  assigned  texts  and  work  on  a 
project  related  to  spiritual  formation.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  a  two-year,  in-depth  experience  for  both 
laity  and  clergy.  Sixteen  courses  are  offered  over 
the  two-year  period. 

'I  AM  A  PROMISE':  The  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference  is  pioneering  a 
camping  ministry  for  young  adults  with  mental 
illness  called  “Camp  Promise.”  The  Rev.  Earl 
Miller  said  four  other  annual  conferences  have 
requested  information  to  start  similar  pro¬ 
grams.  The  church’s  1992  legislative  General 
Conference  is  expected  to  receive  information 
on  how  congregations  can  become  advocates  for 
people  with  mental  illness. 


BIBLICAL  HISTORY:  Biblical  archae- 
logists  Carol  and  Eric  Meyers  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Duke  University  will  be  featured 
on  a  National  Geographic  special  called  “Ex¬ 
plorers”  scheduled  Nov.  26  on  some  public 
broadcasting  stations.  They  recently  completed 
a  five-year  phase  of  the  excavation  of  a  mosaic 
floor  at  Sepphoris,  Israel,  believed  to  be  the  birth¬ 
place  of  Mary  the  mother  of  Jesus.  The  Meyers 
are  preparing  a  book  describing  the  dig,  which  in¬ 
cluded  participation  by  175  Duke  students. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 


Faith  at  work 


SMU  two  years  later:  Church  ties  renewed 

Return  of  football  one  of  many  efforts  to  rebuild  university  after  scandal, ' death  penalty ' 


‘Outlaw’  no  more 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — Just  two  years  ago. 
Southern  Methodist  University 
had: 

■  An  “outlaw”  reputation  for 
flouting  rules  governing  college 
athletics. 

■  The  dubious  distinction  as 
the  first  school  to  have  its  foot¬ 
ball  program  shut  down  by  the 
National  Collegiate  Athletic  As¬ 
sociation’s  “death  penalty.” 

That  action  followed  revelations 
of  an  organized  scheme  in  which 
wealthy  alumni  “bought”  football 
players  and  “sold”  the  school’s 
reputation  for  gridiron  success. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that 
the  football  scandal  was  only  part 
of  the  story. 

Although  SMU  is  owned  by 
the  eight-state  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  the  church’s 
influence  on  the  university  had 
become  marginal. 

And  it  became  apparent  that  a 
handful  of  trustees  had  usurped 
power  and  shunted  the  school’s 
president  and  board  of  trustees 
to  the  role  of  onlookers. 

In  the  midst  of  the  crisis,  SMU’s 
top  athletic  personnel  and  presi¬ 
dent  resigned,  and  the  school’s 
governance  was  restructured. 

Church  officials  vowed  to  play 
a  more  direct  and  active  role  in 
the  school’s  future. 

And  a  new  president  was  re¬ 
cruited:  a  feisty,  forceful  lawyer- 
teacher-administrator  from 
UM-related  Duke  University. 

Two  years  later,  SMU’s  foot¬ 
ball  program  has  resumed.  But 
has  anything  else  changed? 

Church  and  school  officials 
and  observers  agree: 

■  The  ties  that  bind  the  school 
to  the  church  are  being  refash¬ 
ioned. 

■  A  repeat  of  the  scandal  that 
rocked  SMU  is  not  likely. 

Strong  leadership  cited 

The  president  of  SMU’s  board_ 


of  trustees,  Ray  Hunt,  a  United 
Methodist  layman,  credits  the 
“strong  leadership”  of  Dr.  Ken¬ 
neth  Pye,  who  took  over  as  presi¬ 
dent  in  August  1987. 

“It  is  scary  how  well  he  is  oper¬ 
ating,”  said  Mr.  Hunt.  “It  is  al¬ 
most  as  if  the  good  Lord  has  been 
preparing  him  for  the  last  25 
years  to  take  over  just  this  job,  in 
just  this  situation.” 

Dr.  Pye,  a  Roman  Catholic, 
has  done  more  to  restore  South¬ 
ern  Methodist’s  ties  with  the  de¬ 
nomination  than  anyone  else  in 
the  past  decade,  church  officials 
say. 

He  does  so,  in  part,  by  meeting 
frequently  with  bishops  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  church’s  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

Church  relationship  had  often 
been  ignored,  says  the  Rev.  Will 
Finnin,  SMU’s  chaplain  and  a 
United  Methodist. 

“Dr.  Pye  has  made  it  clear  that 
the  church  is  a  principal  constitu¬ 
ency  of  the  university  and  an  im¬ 


portant  resource  for  it,"  said  Mr. 
Finnin. 

“In  this  administration,  you 
won’t  find  any  end  runs  or  quar¬ 
terback  sneaks,”  he  said.  “Every¬ 
thing  is  out  in  the  open.” 

Office  strengthens  ties 

The  Rev.  James  E.  Caswell,  an 
SMU  vice  president,  said  one 
good  example  of  renewed  ties  to 


the  church  is  creation  of  his  of¬ 
fice,  which  has  church  relations 
as  one  of  its  goals. 

“Among  things  we  are  doing  is 
cultivating  young  professionals 
who  are  United  Methodist,”  said 
Mr.  Caswell.  “We’re  working 
with  that  group  not  just  to  recruit 
but  to  let  them  know  that  stereo¬ 
types  can  be  changed. 

“We  just  have  to  overcome 
SMU’s  image  as  a  playboy-party 
school.  It’s  a  terrible  problem.” 

Bishop  Bruce  Blake  (Dallas 
Area),  one  of  three  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  on  SMU’s  board  of 
trustees  and  himself  a  former 
UM-related  college  president 
(1984-88,  Southwestern  College, 
Winfield,  Kan.)  said  SMU’s  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  church  depends 
on  its  president. 

President  sets  tone 

Bishop  Blake  said  that  every 
situation  at  SMU  now  has  the  di¬ 
mension,  “What  does  this  mean 
in  terms  of  its  relationship  to  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church?” 

“And  that’s  because  Ken  Pye  in¬ 
sists  this  dimension  is  dealt  with,” 
said  Bishop  Blake.  “The  Students 
also  know  that  he  is  a  churchman. 
He  attends  Mass.  They  know  that. 

“And  he  feels  free  to  point  out  to 
students  that  the  church  has  to 
help  society  face  some  of  its  tough¬ 
est  issues  and  has  to  help  students 


with  their  value  systems.” 

Bishop  Blake  said  that  several 
factors  now  guarantee  that  the 
entire  board  of  trustees,  rather 
than  a  small  group,  makes  policy. 

For  example,  in  the  reorga¬ 
nized  governing  board,  all  board 
committees  report  directly  to  the 
full  board,  not  to  an  executive 
committee. 

The  reorganized  board  struc¬ 
ture  mandates  a  wider  geographi- 
cal  spread,  limiting  the 
likelihood  that  the  board  is  a 
Dallas-area  clique,  say  other  ob¬ 
servers. 

“I  think  it  is  very  clear  that  the 
board  of  trustees  is  governing 
SMU,”  said  Bishop  Blake.  “Ken 
doesn’t  question  it.  He  executes 
policy  and  provides  leadership.” 

As  to  the  football  scandal, 
Bishop  Blake  said,  “I  have  all  the 
confidence  that  SMU  will  go  by 
the  book.  Whatever  the  potential 
of  SMU,  it  will  be  reached  within 
NCAA  rules.”  , 

Dr.  Pye  has  warned  that  he 
won’t  hesitate  to  pull  the  plug  on 
the  school’s  sports  programs  if  any 
National  Collegiate  Athletic  Asso¬ 
ciation  rules  violations  occur. 

He  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
school  not  only  puts  a  premium  on 
knowing  the  NCAA  rules  but  also 
holds  regular  meetings  among  rules 
enforcement  personnel,  coaches 
and  players  emphasizing  the  im¬ 
portance  of  ethical  behavior. 


Alcohol  gets  the  heave-ho  at  SMU 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS — When  United 
Methodist  colleges — many  of 
which  face  annual  budget 
woes — are  offered  what 
amounts  to  big  money  to  per¬ 
mit  the  sale  of  alcohol  at  their 
sporting  events,  should  they 
say,  “Yes”? 

The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  “rule  book’’  [the 


Book  of  Discipline]  urges  “ab¬ 
stinence  from  alcohol.” 

When  the  perennial  ques¬ 
tion — “Should  we  allow  beer 
to  be  sold  at  football 
games?” — was  posed  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-owned  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dr.  A. 
Kenneth  Pye,  the  school’s 
president,  said,  “No.” 

“Even  though  that  decision 
[a  continuation  of  a  long¬ 


standing  school  policy]  will 
cost  a  half-million  dollars  over 
several  years,  it  was  the  right 
thing  to  do,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Pye,  a  Roman  Catholic 
layman,  said  the  decision  “is 
appropriate  not  just  because  it 
is  the  church’s  position  but  be¬ 
cause  alcohol  abuse  is  a  criti¬ 
cal  problem  on  college 
campuses.” 

— GLEN  LARUM 


SPECIAL  HELPS 
FOR  SPECIAL  NEEDS 

The  Long  Way  Home 

Spiritual  Help  When  Someone  You  Love 

Has  A  Stroke 

Harry  Alexander  Cole 

Using  short  meditations,  this  book  offers  spiritual 
support  for  families  and  other  caregivers  facing 
periods  of  stress,  anxiety,  grief,  and  guilt  when  a  loved 
one  has  suffered  a  stroke.  "This  is  a  fine  little  book, 
a  great  source  of  comfort  for  those  who  are  faced 
with  helping  their  loved  ones  overcome  the  often 
debilitating  effects  of  a  stroke." — Robert  Schuller 

Hard  $8.95 

Related  books  by  Cecil  Murphey — 

Breaking  the  Silence:  Spiritual  Help  When 
Someone  You  Love  Is  Mentally  Ill 

Hard  $8.95 

Day  to  Day:  Spiritual  Help  When  Someone  You 
Love  Has  Alzheimer's 

Hard  $7.95 

Keeping  My  Balance:  Spiritual  Help  When 
Someone  I  Love  Abuses  Drugs 

Hard  $8.95 


The  Divine  Physician 

William  B.  Ward 

Originally  published  in  1953,  and  now  reissued  by 
popular  request,  this  classic  book  contains  a  series  of 
28  devotions  in  the  form  of  scripture,  poetry,  and 
prayerful  meditations  for  those  who  are  sick.  It  can  be 
used  by  both  ministers  as  well  as  laypersons  as  a  "leave- 
behind"  in  hospital  rooms  or  after  visits  in  the  home. 
Including  a  revised  introduction  by  the  author,  this 
treasure-house  of  devotions  is  a  thoughtful  gift. 

Paper  $4.95 

Available  from  your  local  bookstore  or  direct  from  the  publisher. 
(Please  include  $1.50  per  book  for  postage  and  handling. ) 

Westminster/ John  Knox  Press 

100  Witherspoon  Street,  Louisville,  Kentucky  40202-13% 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  in  Rockford, 
Ill.,  are  starting  to  “pack  it  in”  for 
“Operation  Angola,”  a  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  pi¬ 
lot  project. 

Their  goal  is  to  fill  a  shipping 
container  the  size  of  a  semi-trailer 
truck  full  of  recycled  goods  to  be 
shipped  to  United  Methodists  in 
Angola. 

UMCOR  will  pay  the  $11,000 
shipping  cost  and  will  add  $17,544 
worth  of  donated  medicines  from 
Interchurch  Medical  Assistance, 
along  with  corrugated  tin  roofing, 
malaria  tablets  and  possibly  other 
items. 

Money  for  these  supplies  will 
come  from  UMCOR’s  Advance 
fund  for  “Angola  Ongoing  Emer¬ 
gency.” 

Although  sending  material  aid 
overseas  is  not  a  new  concept,  con¬ 
gregations  are  usually  asked  for 
cash  contributions.  But  advances  in 
shipping  are  making  direct  dona¬ 
tions  of  goods  like  those  from  Illi¬ 
nois  possible,  said  the  Rev.  R.Dean 
Hancock,  UMCOR  project  officer. 

“Congregations  have  not  been 
given  an  opportunity  personally  to 
be  involved,”  said  Mr.  Hancock. 
“This  project  has  re-opened  that 
door.” 

Angola  was  chosen  for  the  pilot 
project  because  its  ongoing  civil  war 
puts  its  citizens  “in  one  of  the  most 
desperate  situations  in  the  world,” 
added  Mr.  Hancock,  who  visited 
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Angola  Ongoing  Emergency 

Advance  Project,  No.  105-685-0. 

that  country  in  August. 

Angola  is  also  home  for  some 
100,000  refugees  from  neighboring 
Namibia. 

“The  value  of  the  dollar  is  so  low 
there  it  doesn’t  make  sense  to  send 
money,”  said  Mr.  Hancock. 

The  Rev.  Rodney  Dillinger,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Beth  Eden  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Rockford,  is  coordinat¬ 
ing  the  shipment  to  Angola. 

Parishioners  are  collecting  chil¬ 
dren’s  and  women’s  clothing,  shoes, 
fabric,  sewing  patterns,  accessories 
and  machines,  yams  and  knitting 
needles,  string  and  twine,  blankets, 
bar  soap,  agricultural  hand  tools, 
small  irrigation  pumps,  one-speed 
bicycles,  school  supplies,  carpenter 


Project  to  send  supplies  to  war-torn  Angola 


UMCOR  PHOTO  BY  R.  DEAN  HANCOCK 

LUANDA,  Angola — A  woman  carries  one  child  on  her  back  and  an¬ 
other  on  her  hip  as  she  travels  to  a  village  in  Angola.  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  sending  supplies  and  money  to  the  war-torn  African 
country  through  the  Advance. 


tools,  and  duplicating  machines 
Sorting-and-packing  parties  be¬ 
gan  in  a  Rockford  warehouse  Oct. 
9.  That’s  where  volunteers  record, 
weigh,  pack  and  load  contributions 
into  the  shipping  container.  Mr. 
Dillinger  told  the  Reporter  he  ex¬ 


pects  the  first  shipment  to  be  sent  at 
the  end  of  November. 

One  packing  party  had  an  unex¬ 
pected  but  very  interested  guest — 
Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho  of  Lu¬ 
anda,  Angola  Area.  He  visited  the 
warehouse  in  Rockford  on  Oct.  1 1. 


People  called  United  Methodist 


United  Methodist  pastdr 
elected  national  chaplain 


A  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference 
pastor,  has  been  elected  national 
chaplain  for  the  1 .6 
million-member 
Disabled  American 
Veterans. 

The  Rev.  Oscar 
I.  Wilkie,  pastor  of 
First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in 
Idabel,  Okla.,  was  I 
elected  to  the  post  Oscar  Wilkie 
at  the  organization’s  national  con¬ 
vention  in  August. 


ilected  nation 

a 

mi 


Established  following  World  War 
I,  the  Disabled  American  Veterans 
is  a  congressionally  chartered,  non¬ 
profit  association  that  provides  ser¬ 
vices  to  disabled  veterans  and  their 
families. 

'Golden'  wedding  bells 
ring  loud  in  this  cnurch 

Not  many  congregations  can 
match  the  record  of  the  Ponca 
(Neb.)  United  Methodist  Church 
when  it  comes  to  long-lived  mar¬ 
riages.  At  least,  not  on  ratio. 

Six  couples  in  the  242-member 
congregation  celebrated  their  gold¬ 


en  wedding  anniversary  this  year. 
They  joined  four  other  couples  in 
the  congregation  who  have  been 
married  more  than  50  years  as  spe¬ 
cial  guests  at  a  potluck  dinner  and 
program,  according  to  the  Sioux 
City  (Iowa)  “Journal.” 

The  10  couples  represent  516 
years  of  married  life. 


Congregation  celebrates 
birthday  of  usher,  95 

Warren  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas  celebrated  the 
Sept.  3  birthday  of  one  of  the  oldest 


active  ushers  in  United  Methodism. 
Despite  his  age,  95-year-old  Edward 
Hubert  Hoover  is 
still  among  the 
congregation’s 
most  active  mem¬ 
bers,  said  the  Rev. 

Roger  L.  Woods. 

“We  believe  he  is 
the  oldest  active 
usher  in  the  North 
Texas  confer-  Edward  H.  Hoover 
ence,”  said  Mr.  Woods.  Four  gener¬ 
ations  of  Mr.  Hoover’s  family  are 
active  members  of  the  the  Warren 
UMC  congregation,  the  pastor  said. 


m  x~  «">  r% 
x  *-•  m  > 
x  CD  2  »  r 
m  33  — <  o  l 
c  ■>  m  i"  <-> 
mx  z-<  o 
TJ  -<  >  Z  3 
O  33  “0 

X  C  •<  C1 
HO  > 

X  o  3J 
O  (A 

^  r-  *-< 

-*  f-  o  o 
oo  m  z  -» 
oo  ci  a 


UNITED 

METHODIST 

CHURCH 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Harvey  G,  Williamson,  council  director-editor 
Judy  Palermo,  editorial  assistant 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Kouge.  LA  7 OHO 2 


s  Grace  -  Witness  1° 


°  36  NUMBER  22 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


OCTOBER  27,  1989 


The  Role 


of  Shepherd 


One  of  the  clearest  images  Jesus  used  to  describe  His  ministry  is  that 
of  a  “good  shepherd.”  He  obviously  is  referring  back  to  the  shepherd 
psalm.  David’s  affirmation  is  that  “The  Lord  is  my  shepherd.” 

From  the  very  beginning,  Jesus  modeled  ministry  as  a  shepherding 
role  and  passed  that  role  on  to  those  he  called  to  be  servant  leaders.  He 
directed  Simon  Peter  to  “feed  my  sheep.” 

In  fact,  the  Hebrew  word  for  shepherd  (raah)  means  at  its  root  “one 
who  feeds.” 

All  pastors  are  called  to  be  shepherds  —  to  nourish  with  the  Word, 
to  speak  the  truth  in  love,  to  visit,  to  protect,  to  care  for  the  flock. 

Traditionally,  the  role  of  a  Bishop  has  been  imaged  as  shepherd. 
Very  early,  the  shepherd’s  crook  or  crozier  became  the  symbol  of  the 
Bishop's  ministry.  I  have  near  my  desk  two  croziers.  One,  an  authentic 
shepherd’s  crook  from  Scotland,  was  presented  to  me  by  Judge  Carl 
Stewart  on  behalf  of  the  laity  and  pastors  when  I  first  visited  the 
Shreveport  District.  The  other  was  presented  by  an  old  friend  at  Annu¬ 
al  Conference. 

One  of  my  goals  as  shepherd  is  to  visit  every  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana  sometime  during  my  tenure.  Obviously  I  cannot 
preach  in  every  church  during  Sunday  Morning  worship.  So  I  have 
worked  with  the  Cabinet  in  setting  up  “Shepherd’s  Visits”  in  each  dis¬ 
trict  for  three  days  each  year.  I  will  visit  all  districts  every  year  until  I 
have  been  in  every  local  church,  which  will  take  several  years. 

During  these  visits,  I  will  talk  with  the  pastor  and  key  laypersons 
who  are  available,  see  the  building,  and  hear  the  story  of  the  church.  I 
will  also  be  asking  several  questions  about  the  life  of  the  congregation. 
These  visits  will  usually  be  for  less  than  an  hour  and  I  hope  to  visit  10- 
12  churches  in  each  district  each  year.  These  will  be  churches  in  which 
I  have  not  preached  or  participated  in  other  occasions. 

John  10:14  includes  these  words  of  Jesus  “I  know  my  own  and  my 
ow  n  know  me.”  If  this  is  true  of  Jesus,  is  it  not  also  a  call  to  faithful 
ministry  for  those  who  serve  him? 

It  is  in  this  spirit  that  I  will  be  making  my  Shepherd's  Visits. 
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Around  the  Conference 


RECENTLY  PROMOTED  —  Eight  young  people  recently  received  Sun¬ 
day  School  promotion  certificates  during  church  services  at  Pelican 
UMC  in  the  Shreveport  District.  Promoted  to  the  Upper  Elementary 
Class  were  Steven  Bissell,  |osh  Greer  and  Danielle  Averitt.  Katrina 
Averitt  and  Jennifer  Greer  were  promoted  to  the  Junior  High  Class, 
and  Donnie  Averitt,  Marshall  Garlington,  and  Malcolm  Averitt 
moved  up  to  the  Senior  High  group.  They  are  shown  with  church 
pastor,  Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser  and  teachers,  Beth  Magee,  Ginny  Garl¬ 
ington,  and  Jan  Greer.  Not  shown  is  Junior  High  teacher  Jackie 
Joyner. 


A  CHANGE  WITH  THE  TIMES  —  David  Bazer  from  Doyline  is  now 
serving  as  the  Ruston  District  President  of  Clergy  Spouses  (formerly 
called  Parsonettes).  David's  wife,  Judy  is  serving  the  Heflin-Brush- 
wood  Charge.  The  Clergy  Spouses  recently  held  their  first  meeting 
in  Minden  to  coordinate  the  programs  for  the  year.  Pictured  with 
David  is  Mrs.  Terral  Lowe,  program  committee  chairperson.  Other 
officers  are  Mrs.  Bill  Willis,  vice  president;  Mrs.  Kurt  Oheim,  secre¬ 
tary;  and  Mrs.  James  Evans,  treasurer. 


Reaching  Out  to  Other  People 


Noel  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Shreveport,  pastored 
by  Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  has  orga¬ 
nized  several  other  churches  around 
itself  to  reach  out  effectively  and  ef¬ 
ficiently  to  the  needy  in  Shreveport, 
Bossier  City,  and  even  Haughton. 
Some  20  churches  have  responded 
over  5300  times  in  the  past  year 
with  food,  clothing,  utility  pay¬ 
ments,  gasoline,  and  money  for 
families  and  individuals  in  need. 
Through  its  Neighborhood  Minis¬ 
tries  Program,  Noel  has  served  as 
the  Clearinghouse  for  this  group  of 
churches  who  have  joined  together 
to  be  wise  stewards  of  these  donated 
resources. 

For  an  annual  “membership  fee" 
of  one  hundred  dollars  (which  pays 
only  for  office  expenses)  each 
church  or  organization  receives  a 
monthly  computer  print-out  listing 
all  families  and  individuals  assisted, 
the  date  of  the  assistance,  the  type 
of  assistance  provided,  and  the  as¬ 
sisting  agency.  The  print-out  has 
served  numerous  purposes,  one  be¬ 
ing  more  efficient  ministry.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  print-out  revealed  that 
Broadmoor  Baptist  Church  in 
Shreveport  gives  out  mostly  food. 
So,  a  smaller  church  nearby  contrib¬ 
utes  to  Broadmoor’s  food  pantry 
and  refers  people  to  them,  but 


spends  its  resources  primarily  in 
other  areas  of  need.  Also,  the 
monthly  print-out  reveals  patterns 
of  requests  by  specific  families  and 
individuals.  Knowledge  of  those 
patterns  enables  the  Clearinghouse 
and  its  members  to  more  construc¬ 
tively  and  compassionately  assist 
the  needy.  “The  print-out  provides 
much  needed  facts  that  enable  us, 
never  to  deny  services  to  anyone, 
but  to  stand  accountable  in  our 
ministry  to  the  poor,"  says  Mrs.  Re¬ 
gina  Wren,  director  of  Noel’s 
Neighborhood  Ministries  Program. 

The  Clearinghouse  computer  was 
purchased  with  a  five  thousand  dol¬ 
lar  grant  from  the  Community 
Foundation  of  Shreveport-Bossier, 
a  charitable  organization  commit¬ 
ted  to  serving  the  common  good  in 
the  community  since  1961.  Noel’s 
Neighborhood  Ministries  Program, 
through  its  service  as  Clearinghouse 
is  making  a  difference.  Churches 
from  at  least  five  different  denomi¬ 
nations  as  well  as  inter-denomina¬ 
tional  service  agencies  are  joining  to 
reach  out  responsibly  and  wisely  to 
make  life  better  for  thousands. 

"Celebrating  the  social  gospel  in 
this  ecumenical  way  has  been  excit¬ 
ing  and  affirming  for  us  as  a 
church,"  said  Dr.  Simmons. 


Good  Samaritan  Countdown 

PENDLETON  MEMORIAL  METHODIST  HOSPITAL  is  located 
in  the  East  Gentilly  area  of  New  Orleans  and  serves  patients  from 
southern  Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi  gulf  coast.  PENDLETON  of¬ 
fers  quality  medical  care  in  a  Christian  environment  as  well  as  medi¬ 
cal  services  to  those  unable  to  pay.  The  GOOD  SAMARITAN 
offering  which  will  be  taken  November  19  is  YOUR  CHANCE  TO 
SHARE  with  this  SPECIAL  HEALTH  CARE  FACILITY! 


Savage  to  Lead  Seminar 


First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Alexandria  will  host  “A  Conflict 
Management  and  Resolution  Semi¬ 
nar”  November  13-15.  The  seminar 
will  begin  at  1  p.m.  on  Monday  and 
conclude  Wednesday  at  5  p.m. 

The  event  includes  information 
for  pastors,  key  lay  leadership,  and 
pastor-parish  relations  committee 
members,  as  well  as  church  secre¬ 
taries  and  teachers.  Persons  from 
other  denominations  are  also  invit¬ 
ed  to  attend. 

Local  churches,  whether  small  or 
large,  have  many  settings  in  which 
conflict  occurs.  Many  pastors  and 
lay  people  have  not  been  trained  to 
manage  conflicts.  Some  assume  that 
because  they  are  in  a  Christian 
church,  conflict  should  automatical¬ 
ly  take  care  of  itself. 

Those  attending  will  learn  five 
different  conflict  management  reso¬ 
lution  procedures  which  cover  al¬ 
most  all  conflict  settings  within  the 
life  of  a  congregation. 

Trainer  and  consultant  for  the 
event  is  Dr.  John  S.  Savage, 
founder  and  president  of  L.E.A.D. 


Consultants,  Inc.  It  is  Dr.  Savage's 
original  research  for  a  doctoral  dis¬ 
sertation  on  inactive  church  mem¬ 
bers  that  produced  the  book,  “The 
Apathetic  and  Bored  Church  Mem¬ 
ber"  and  the  impetus  for  this  lab 
training.  He  is  a  United  Methodist 
Pastor,  a  certified  psychotherapist, 
a  certified  Minister  of  Music  and 
Education.  Dr.  Savage  is  the  major 
designer  for  this  training.  He  is  also 
a  consultant  to  many  organizations, 
working  with  educational  designing, 
problem  solving,  conflict  manage¬ 
ment,  team  teaching,  and  research. 

Cost  for  this  three  day  event  is 
approximately  $170.  This  includes 
all  training  materials  and  snacks 
during  all  breaks.  It  does  not,  how¬ 
ever,  include  meals  and  housing. 

2.5  C.E.U.  credits  will  be  given  to 
those  who  request  them.  For  further 
information  contact  Rev.  Brady 
Forman,  United  Methodist  Church 
of  the  Covenant,  P.O.  Box  31119, 
Lafayette,  LA  70593  (318)  98 1  - 
2088  or  232-4353.  Deadline  for  reg¬ 
istration  is  Nov.l.  The  travel  lodge 
in  Alexandria  has  made  a  special  dis¬ 
count  rate. 


Emergency  Call 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  along  with  UMCOR  has  announced  that 
an  offering  will  be  received  for  California  earthquake  relief  through¬ 
out  Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana.  The  Advance  Number  is 
901325-2.  Please  send  your  contribution  to  the  Conference  Treasurer 
527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge  Louisiana  70802-5720. 
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November  Conference 
Calendar 

2- 3  Board  of  Trustees,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  9:00  a.m.-Noon 

3- 4  United  Methodist  Women  District  Elected  Leaders  Training 

Event,  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 
3-5  National  Training  Event  for  the  New  Hymnal 
5- 1 0  Council  of  Bishops,  Lake  Junaluska,  NC 
9-12  Cursillo  #17,  Tall  Timbers 

10-1 1  Lake  Charles  District  Missions  Retreat,  Uskiehitto  Retreat 
Center 

10-12  SCJ  Ethnic  United  Methodist  Men’s  Consultation,  Dallas 
1 1  “Developing  Skills  in  Planning  for  Ethnic  Pastors" 
Workshop  by  Dr.  C.  Leonard  Miller 
13  Conference  Worship  Committee,  Headquarters  Bldg., 

10:00  a.m. 

13- 15  Conflict  Management  Workshop  by  Dr.  John  Savage,  First 

Church.  Alexandria 

14- 16  United  Methodist  Reporter  Board  Meeting,  Dallas 

16  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  Board  of  Directors 

16  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Council  Directors  Meeting, 

LeBaron  Hotel,  Dallas,  10:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

1 7  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries  Meeting,  LeBaron 

Hotel.  Dallas,  9:30  a.m.-5:00  p.m. 

17-25  Conference  Youth  Sponsored  U.N. -Washington,  D.C. 
Seminar  Trip 

1 8  Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women,  First  Church, 

Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 

1 9  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

26  United  Methodist  Student  Day  , 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Four  scouts  from  First  UMC  in 
Lake  Providence  recently  attended 
the  National  Jamboree.  At  the 
event  they  were  able  to  see  Presi¬ 
dent  George  Bush  and  Steven  Spiel¬ 
berg.  While  touring  Washington, 
D.C..  the  group  chose  the  Smithso¬ 
nian  as  its  favorite  stop,  with  the 
aviation  section  being  the  most 
popular.  Those  attending  were 
George  Amacker,  Jason  Beckett. 
Zach  Guenard  and  Jamie  Thom. 
Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr.  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

♦  *  * 

DeQuincy  UMC  held  a  revival  re¬ 
cently  entitled  "Involvement  and 
Service."  Rev.  Byrd  Terry  was  the 
Evangelist  for  the  four  day  event 
and  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  led  the  mu¬ 
sic.  Rev.  Terry  is  pastor  of  Haynes- 
ville  UMC.  He  has  pastored  several 
churches  in  Louisiana,  including 
DeQuincy  from  June  1971  to  June 
1978.  He  also  pastored  Memorial  in 
Monroe.  He  served  as  Secretary  of 
Evangelism  for  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  and  the  Monroe  District.  Rev. 


Tom  O.  Crosby  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Following  a  four  week  class  on 
Methodism  taught  by  Rev.  Mike 
Ricke,  eight  new  members  joined 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  during  the  10:50  a.m.  worship 
service  on  September  8.  Following 
the  service,  all  thirty-one  persons 
who  have  joined  Rayne  since  May 
were  honored  at  a  new  member  re¬ 
ception  sponsored  by  the  Evange¬ 
lism  Committee.  Dr.  Clyde  C. 
Frazier  Jr.  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Three  members  of  the  UMYF  of 
Live  Oak  UMC  in  Watson  recently 
attended  a  school  on  Puppetry  to 
help  them  as  they  prepare  to  per¬ 
form  puppet  shows  for  children  at 
the  church  fair  in  November.  These 
three  youth  will  share  the  ideas  and 
information  with  the  other  youth  in 
the  group.  Rev.  John  Scarf  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  * 

Lakeview  UMC  in  Shreveport  will 
sponsor  its  annual  Country  Store 


Saturday.  November  1 1  from  8 
a.m.  to  2  p.m.  The  store  will  include 
arts  and  crafts,  baby  gifts,  baked 
goods,  canned  goods,  teacher’s  gifts 
and  Christmas  novelties.  Both  a 
light  breakfast  and  beef  stew  lunch 
will  be  served  that  day.  Martha  and 
Bill  Foy  are  co-chairpersons  for  the 
event.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is  min¬ 
ister. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  Covington  wel¬ 
comes  Jim  Elliott  to  the  church 
staff.  Jim  serves  as  the  Christian 
Education  Director.  He  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  full-time  direction  of  various 
church  programs  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation.  He  assists  the  pastor  and  lay 
leadership  in  the  administration 
and  programming  of  the  church’s 
growing  ministry.  He  has  received 
degrees  from  both  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  and  Mississippi  State  Universi¬ 
ty.  The  congregation  welcomes  his 
knowledge,  spirit,  and  presence. 
Rev.  Ted  Standley  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Bethany  UMC  in  New  Orleans  re¬ 


cently  celebrated  its  32nd  anniver¬ 
sary  with  a  series  of  special 
activities.  The  theme  “Celebrate 
and  Witness"  was  the  focus  during 
the  observance.  Members  and 
friends  of  the  church  participated  in 
“A  Gospel  Night"  October  13  with 
Mrs.  Ruth  Kidd  as  chairperson.  A 
banquet  and  fashion  show  extrava¬ 
ganza  was  held  October  14  in  Kear¬ 
ny  Hall  on  the  Dillard  University 
campus.  Miss  Annie  Lincoln  served 
as  chairperson  for  these  events.  A 
special  worship  service  was  held 
October  22  with  Judge  Joan  Arm¬ 
strong  representing  4th  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  as  the  guest  speak¬ 
er  for  the  8  a.m.  worship  service 
and  Rev.  Randall  Campbell,  pastor 
of  Hartzell-Mount  Zion  UMC  in 
Slidell  spoke  at  the  1 1  a.m.  service. 
Special  music  was  provided  by  the 
Sanctuary,  Sunrise,  Kennedy,  and 
Children’s  Choirs.  Mrs.  Alice  Stew¬ 
ard  was  general  chairperson  and 
Mrs.  Jacqueline  Campbell  was  co¬ 
chairperson.  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Camp¬ 
bell  is  pastor. 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial  - 

A  forgotten  key  to  peace? 


An  unusual  joint  worship  service 
marking  the  50th  anniversary  of 
World  War  II  recently  dramatized 
an  often-ignored  key  to  world 
peace:  the  “key”  of  forgiveness. 

Via  radio,  an  Anglican  church  in 
Coventry,  England,  linked  up  last 
month  with  a  Lutheran  church  in 
Dresden,  East  Germany,  to  share 
Sunday  worship. 

Both  cities  had  been  targets  of 
some  of  World  War  II’s  most  fero¬ 
cious  bombings.  Each  had  been  vir¬ 
tually  destroyed  as  a  victim  of  a 
show-no-mercy  strategy  known  as 
“total  war.” 

“The  war  that  Germany  started  set 
the  world  alight  and  destroyed  your 
city,”  the  pastor  in  Dresden  told  the 
500  Coventry  worshipers  through  a 
loudspeaker.  “We  are  not  minded  to 
shake  off  the  burden  of  our  guilt.  But 
you  have  forgiven  [us].” 

His  Anglican  counterpart  replied: 
"We,  too,  need  to  be  forgiven.  We  will 
not  forget  the  firestorm  that  killed  so 
many  thousands  of  your  people.” 

“Father,  forgive,”  intoned  the 
Coventry  congregation. 

“Vater,  vergib,”  came  the  re¬ 
sponse  from  Dresden. 

We  can  imagine  no  more  pointed 
nor  poignant  witness  to  the  healing 
power  of  confession  and  mutual  for¬ 
giveness,  even  among  once-mortal 
enemies.  In  fact,  the  spirit  of  forgive¬ 
ness  began  soon  after  the  destruction 
of  Coventry  in  1940.  Christian  lead¬ 
ers' at  the  time  called  on  people  “to 
banish  all  thoughts  of  revenge.” 

Fifty  years  later,  such  counsel 
may  sound  hopelessly  naive  and 
simplistic.  Wars  of  long  standing, 
declared  and  undeclared,  continue 
to  rage  around  the  globe. 


Yet,  the  overall  experience  in  Eu¬ 
rope  since  the  defeat  of  Adolf  Hitler 
shows  the  benefits  of  a  forgiving 
spirit  in  the  conduct  of  nations. 

For  example,  the  U.S.-sponsored 
Marshall  Plan  supplied  massive  eco¬ 
nomic  assistance  to  former  allies  and 
adversaries  alike.  The  European 
Common  Market  has  promoted  un¬ 
precedented  trade  and  communica¬ 
tions  among  age-old  enemies. 

Most  surprising  of  all,  that  same 
spirit  appears  to  be  at  work  in  much 
of  the  emerging  “glasnost”  (open¬ 
ness)  occurring  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and  Eastern  Europe.  Witness  con¬ 
fessions  of  past  misdeeds  and  for¬ 
giveness  of  injuries,  real  and 
perceived,  inflicted  by  the  West. 

As  followers  of  Jesus,  we  are  in¬ 
structed  to  forgive  our  enemies  “70 
times  seven.”  We  know  of  no  more 
powerful  way  to  demonstrate  the 
grace  of  God  than  to  ( 1 )  openly  seek 
God's  forgiveness  by  confessing  our 
own  sins  and  (2)  extend  forgiveness 
to  others,  including  even  those 
“who  have  sinned  against  us.” 

Our  witness  to  the  need  for  confes¬ 
sion  and  forgiveness  among  nations 
is  an  urgent  and  distinctive  form  of 
Christian  public  service.  If  we  don’t 
make  such  a  witness,  who  will? 

The  Nov.  1 1  observance  of  Veter-1 
ans  Day,  honoring  those  who  have 
served  in  our  armed  forces,  is  a 
timely  opportunity  to  make  such  a 
witness. 

In  doing  so,  we  also  should  pray 
for  the  day  when  conflict-ravaged 
people  elsewhere — most  notably 
South  Africa,  Northern  Ireland,  the 
Middle  East  and  Cambodia — hear 
and  heed  their  own  version  of  the 
healing  words,  “Father,  forgive.” 


What  do  you  think? — 

Dear  Bishop  May:  Here's  what  I  would  do 


The  Reporter  recently  asked 
readers  for  their  advice  to  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa., 
Area)  as  he  prepares  for  his  unprec¬ 
edented  assignment  to  lead  our  de¬ 
nomination’s  battle  against  crack 
cocaine  and  other  illicit  drugs. 

Here’s  a  sampling  of  responses: 

Despite  the  temptation,  I  do  not 
advise  bishops.  I  do  pray  for  Bish¬ 
op  Felton  E.  May  as  he  prepares  to 
lead  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  battle  against  drugs. 

I  pray  also  for  our  church  and 
society  in  the  ageless  war  against 
the  divisive  spiritual  forces  of  evil 
underlying  all  social  problems. 

Winston  Beaumont 

Wrightwood,  California 

Our  denomination  is  going  to 
battle  addictive  drugs?  My  ad¬ 
vice  to  Bishop  Felton  May:  Find 
another  battle  to  fight! 

Just  like  the  president  of  the 
United  States  and  his  war  on 
drugs,  you’re  attacking  the  wrong 
thing. 

The  problem  with  addictive 
drugs  is  that  they  are  a  substitute 
for  hope,  a  way  of  escape  from 
feelings  and  perceived  pain. 

Launch  into  a  battle  on  igno¬ 
rance,  greed,  discrimination  or 
homelessness.  Put  your  efforts 
into  strengthening  families  and 
minds  and  eliminating  class  bar¬ 
riers  and  discrimination. 

Battling  the  symptoms  of  the 
problem  is  doomed  to  the  same 
fate  as  President  Bush’s  war  on 


drugs — defeat.  Educate.  Treat 
the  afflicted.  Love  and  care  for 
addicts  and  their  families.  But 
don’t  go  to  battle  against  drugs! 

Jim  Jackson 
Wyoming,  Minnesota 

It  is  important  to  remember 
that  the  people  who  are  taking  co¬ 
caine  are  our  friends,  our  neigh¬ 
bors  and  our  relatives.  They  need 
our  help  and  compassion. 

Also  it  was  not  cocaine  that 
caused  people  to  sell  it. 

People  look  for  ways  out  of 
their  poverty.  They  found  that 
selling  cocaine  will  make  them 
the  money  that  we  all  need  for  a 
decent  life. 


It  is  time  to  stop  a  war  that 
brings  only  death  and  start  help¬ 
ing  everyone. 

John  Paul  Robinson 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Please  consider  a  “cashless  so¬ 
ciety”  as  the  only  way  to  take  the 
profit  and  secrecy  out  of  the  drug 
business. 

We  have  the  technology  for 
electronic  transfer  of  money  and 
other  purchases.  (That  would 
help  in  collecting  taxes,  too!) 

H.  E.  Ruppert 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

The  drug  war  cannot  be  won  as 
long  as  drinking  alcoholic  bever¬ 
ages  is  an  acceptable  practice  in 


the  United  States.  People  conve¬ 
niently  forget  that  alcohol  is  a 
potent  drug. 

The  users  of  illegal  drugs  state 
that  as  long  as  alcohol  is  being  con¬ 
sumed  by  the  upstanding  members 
of  society,  they  have  a  right  to  use 
other  drugs  of  their  choice. 

Counseling  for  whole  families 
and  affordable  rehabilitation  for 
drug  users  are  mandatory  if  there 
is  to  be  a  chance  to  salvage  the 
family  and  individual. 

Most  experts  and  ex-addicts 
agree  that  the  path  to  other  drugs 
begins  by  drinking  alcohol.  Re¬ 
moving  alcohol  ads  from  the  air¬ 
waves  would  eliminate  a 
powerful  enticement  that  along 
with  other  pressures  make  it  hard 
for  the  teen-ager  to  resist  trying 
“just  one.” 

Ben  and  Donna  Smart 
Tucson,  Arizona 

Good  luck  on  your  war  on  drugs. 
I  know  that  it’s  going  to  be  a  hard 
assignment,  but  1  know  that  with  a 
lot  of  hard  work  and  God’s  help. 
You  can  do  what  you  set  out  to  do. 

Drugs  are  a  growing  burden  to 
our  public  society.  I  have  seen 
children  below  the  age  of  10  doing 
drugs  at  the  local  scum  hangout. 

Andy  Peabody 
Watseka,  Illinois 

My  advice  for  Bishop  May 
would  be  to  spend  the  first  two 
hours  every  day  in  prayer. 

Pete  Simpson 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 


Letters  to  the 

We  affirm  quest  for  theological  clarity 


My  Witness:  - = 

I  witnessed  changed  lives 
at  an  unusual  church  camp 


We  read  with  concern  the  Oct.  6 
“Here  I  Stand”  column  headlined, 
“Why  silence  about  heresy?”  The 
column  alleged  heresy  among  those 
who  seek  the  feminine  dimension  of 
God’s  self  revelation,  and  specifi¬ 
cally  condemned  the  book,  “Wis¬ 
dom’s  Feast”  by  Susan  Cady, 
Marian  Ronan  and  Hal  Tasussig. 

We  affirm  the  search  for  theologi¬ 
cal  clarity,  which  this  book  repre¬ 
sents.  Such  searches,  which  are 
firmly  based  in  Scripture  and  seek 
spiritual  strength  in  prayer,  medita¬ 
tion  on  the  Scriptures,  preaching  and 
witnessing,  should  not  be  discounted. 

We  affirm  that  openness  to  the 
leading  of  the  Spirit  “which  blows 
where  it  wills”  (John  3:8)  is  one  of 
the  joys  of  our  Protestant  and  our 
Wesleyan  heritage. 

The  column  in  which  the  article  ap¬ 
peared  takes  its  titled,  “Here  I  Stand,” 
from  a  famous  declaration  of  Martin 
Luther  who  in  1521  was  confronted 
by  those  who  called  him  heretic  for 
following  the  leading  of  the  Spirit. 

It  is  ironic  that  these  authors,  and 
others  who  seek  God’s  presence, 
have  been  castigated  in  a  column 
named  for  Luther's  stand  for  scrip¬ 
tural  and  spiritual  freedom. 

We  as  United  Methodists  are  also 
faithful  to  John  Wesley  when  we  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  openness  of  our  fellowship 
in  faith.  Wesley  said,  “If  your  heart  is 
as  my  heart,  give  me  your  hand” 


ciSC  Pontius'  Puddle 


rather  than  emphasize  the  narrower 
definitions  of  “right  opinions.” 

The  authors  of  an  earlier  book, 
“Sophia,”  and  the  recently  released 
“Wisdom’s  Feast”  probe  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  the  Judeo-Christian  tradi¬ 
tion  to  enhance  our  understanding 
of  God’s  presence,  will  and  work  for 
these  times.  We  affirm  that  the 
church’s  faithfulness  to  the  Gospel 
is  not  undermined  but  enhanced  by 
their  efforts  and  others’  efforts  to 
describe  God’s  presence. 

We  expect  opinions  to  be  divided 
over  a  fresh  articulation  of  God’s 
self-disclosure.  We  welcome  further 
searching  in  discussion  of  Scripture, 


What  others  are  saying= 


“It  was  hard  seeing  people  living 
an  awful  life.  The  homeless  and  the 
poor  are  human  and  God’s  kids  just 
like  us.  They  need  a  better  and  hap¬ 
pier  lifestyle.” 

— A  United  Methodist  youth  from 
Minnesota  after  an  “Urban  Plunge” 
mission  experience  in  Minneapolis. 

*  *  * 

“Our  ministry  is  to  help  the 
church  at  large  to  encounter  the  is¬ 
sues  of  justice  in  their  home  com¬ 
munities  and  provide  a  faithful 
response.  The  church  must  develop 


new  models  to  confront  the  most 
frightening  dynamics  facing  human¬ 
kind  today  or  die  as  an  institution.” 
— The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  F as¬ 
set,  chief  executive.  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society 

*  *  * 

“The  Earth  wants  to  show  how 
strong  she  is  and  to  remind  you  that 
she  is  still  there.” 

— Unidentified  4-year-old  who  lived 
unscathed  through  the  California 
earthquake,  interviewed  on  National 
Public  Radio. 


worship  and  personal  devotion  and 
look  forward  to  additional  theolo¬ 
gizing.  We  trust  the  spirit  to  reveal 
old  truths  in  fresh  ways. 

We  suggest  that  the  best  way  to  ap¬ 
proach  writing  that  challenges  our  no¬ 
tion  of  God  is  to  read  it  with  an  open 
mind,  consider  prayerfully  its  scrip¬ 
tural  base,  approach  its  ideas  in  light 
of  experience  and  reason,  and  trust 
the  “spirit  of  truth,  who  will  guide 
you  into  all  truth”  (John  1 6: 1 3). 

Sandra  Forrester  Dufresne 
Catasauqua,  Pennsylvania 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  letter  was 
signed  by  nine  members  of  the 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  addition  to  the  author. 

Sophia  has  long  history 

1  would  like  to  respond  to  Eric  M. 
Umile’s  Oct.  6  “Here  I  Stand.” 

The  tradition  of  Sophia/Wisdom 
as  the  feminine  personification  of 
the  Divine  is  at  least  as  old  as  the 
books  of  Proverbs,  Sirach  and  Wis¬ 
dom.  The  understanding  of  Jesus  as 
wisdom  incarnate,  is  at  least  as  old 
as  the  gospels  of  Matthew  and  John. 

I  am  a  Catholic  nun  and  member 
of  a  Catholic  Religious  Order  called 
“The  Daughters  of  Wisdom.”  The 
order  was  founded  in  1703,  and  is 
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dedicated  to  the  following  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Our  Lord  and  Messiah,  who 
is  also  Incarnate  Wisdom. 

The  tradition  of  Sophia/Wisdom 
has  a  long  history  in  Christian  Spir¬ 
ituality.  She  appears  in  the  writings 
of  the  Greek  Fathers,  the  Orthodox 
tradition,  St.  Hildegard  of  Bingen, 
the  Rhineland  mystics,  and  the 
French  school  of  spirituality.  Even 
today  she  appears  in  Thomas  Mer¬ 
ton’s  poem  “Haggis  Sophia.” 

The  authors  of  “Wisdom’s 
Feasts”  and  “Sophia”  have  done  us 
a  great  service  by  reminding  us  of 
this  lovely  Judeo-Christian  tradi¬ 
tion.  They  have  given  us  an  histori¬ 
cal  account  of  this  tradition,  which 
can  expand  our  search  for  the  Di¬ 
vine.  The  remembrance  of  God  as 
Wisdom  can  be  energizing  for  Chris¬ 
tians  today,  especially  for  women. 

Eileen  Catterson 
Mullens,  West  Virginia 
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(Last  week's  answer  Philippians  2:3) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  29 

Monday:  Psalms  3 
Tuesday:  Zephaniah  3:1-5 
Wednesday:  Zephaniah  3:6-9 
Thursday:  Luke  18:9-14 
Friday:  Luke  1 8:35-43 
Saturday:  2  Timothy  4:6-8 
Sunday:  2  Timothy  4:9-1 8 


By  JOHN  COX 

A  young. lady.: wasyecalling  her  fa¬ 
ther’s  comment!  “We  drive  for  200 
miles  to  a  place  in  the  middle  of  no¬ 
where  just  so  you  can  spend  a  week 
with  a  bunch  of  retarded  people.  It 
just  doesn’t  make  sense.” 

A  counselor  at  Camp  Hope  in 
Colorado  had  spent  several  weeks 
as  a  paid  worker  at  another  camp 
for  the  handicapped.  Then  she  vol¬ 
unteered  a  week  at  Camp  Hope. 

“Why?”  I  asked.  “Oh,  there’s  lots 
more  excitement  here,”  she  said. 

As  a  retired  United  Methodist 
minister  at  loose  ends  in  the  sum¬ 
mer,  I  volunteered  for  a  week  at 
Camp  Hope.  I  discovered  that  a 
revolution  has  taken  place.  No  long¬ 
er  is  church  camping  just  a  training 
ground  for  youth  leaders. 

The  old  pattern  is  broken,  now  re¬ 
placed  by  a  new,  more  vibrant  and 
positive  experience.  The  outstanding 
and  unique  contribution  of  this  new 
kind  of  camping  experience  lies  in  its 
effect  upon  the  lives  of  those  people 
who  staff  the  camps. 

The  program  is  designed  to  bene¬ 
fit  developmental^  disabled  peo¬ 
ple,  but  the  greatest  changes  are 
wrought  in  new  attitudes  of  love 
and  concern  in  the  counselors. 

To  live  at  Camp  Hope  is  to  ob¬ 
serve  remarkable  and  inspiring 
changes  in  the  lives  of  others. 

■  A  young  man,  college  senior  in 
engineering,  spent  the  summer  as  a 
Camp  Hope  counselor.  Now  the  di¬ 
rection  of  his  life  has  changed.  He 
now  wishes  to  work  with  people 
rather  than  with  things. 

■  A  recent  graduate  nurse  took 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  VKs, 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life .  The  Rev. 
lohn  Cox,  a  retired 
ministerial  member 
of  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  lives  in  Lafayette,  Colo. 


time  off  from  her  first  job,  traveling 
across  country,  for  a  week  at  Camp 
Hope  to  renew  her  experience  from 
two  previous  summers.  Her  youn¬ 
ger  brother  came  along  to  find  out 
why.  Now  he  wants  to  spend  all  of 
next  summer  at  Camp  Hope. 

■  A  high  school  junior,  after  two 
summers  at  Camp  Hope,  now  is  ex¬ 
ploring  a  career  in  special  education. 

Today’s  youths  are  tempted  to  find 
a  “high”  in  the  use  of  mind-altering 
drugs.  Camp  Hope  provides  a  spiritu¬ 
al  “high”  with  no  hangover  except 
one  of  peace  and  contentment,  no  ad¬ 
diction  except  to  a  changed  attitude  of 
Christian  service  and  love. 

I  realize  that  this  scenario  may 
sound  unbelievable.  Yet  I  have  ob¬ 
served  it  all  myself.  Unfortunately,' 
there  is  no  way  to  convince  those 
who  doubt  it  except  by  the  actual 
experience  of  Camp  Hope. 

For  those  without  the  experience, 
no  explanation  is  sufficient;  for  the 
hundreds  of  those  with  the  experi¬ 
ence,  no  explanation  is  necessary. 

To  learn  more,  write  the  director. 
Dee  Dee  Davis,  1 4 1 6 */2  11th  Ave., 
Freeley,  Colo.  80631,  or  call  (303) 
352-9632. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“God  saw  all  that  he  had  made, 
and,  behold,  it  was  very  good.  And 
there  was  evening  and  there  was 
morning,  a  sixth  day.”  (RSV) 
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DOES  YOUR  CHURCH  WANT  TO: 
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worldwide  fellowship  of 


•  increase  worship  attend. 

•  increase  giving! 

•  Increase  participat-.^  ^  , 

•  increase  morale-c\>our  congregation! 

•  increase  merqWjs'  sense  of  belonr 
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“;ue  about  what  is 


•  proyidesreonsistent  contact  with  members 
ticipatrbn  and  attendance. 

•  allows  vivid  presentation  of  your  church 
cerns  to  new  visitors  and  new  member 

•  provides  indepth  and  insightful  inform! 
going  on  in  the  church —  regionally 

Well  informed  Christians 
members. 

Call  us  collect  today,  to? 
members'  sense  of  pride  al 
within  the  reach  of  most  congl 


world  wide.! 
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I _ _  watch 

THEN  THERE  WAS  JERRY:  United 

Methodists  in  the  Texas  Annual  Conference 
were  ready  to  aid  victims  of  Hurricane  Jerry. 
But  the  Gulf  storm,  which  made  landfall  at  Gal¬ 
veston,  Texas,  Oct.  15,  didn’t  cause  extensive 
damage  or  displace  many  people.  Conference 
officials  didn’t  need  to  ask  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  for  an  emergency 
grant.  Moody  Memorial-First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Galveston,  50  miles  southeast  of 
Houston,  was  near  the  heaviest  destruction  and 
flooding.  But  no  one  reportedly  sought  shelter 
there.  The  church  itself  sustained  minor  roof 
and  window  damage.  A  tornado  spawned  by  the 
hurricane  caused  some  $400,000  damage  and 
(wo  minor  injuries  at  San  Jacinto  Methodist 
Hospital  in  Baytown,  20  miles  east  of  Houston. 

DANGEROUS  DUTY:  In  a  two-page 
letter  to  United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton  E. 
May — chosen  to  lead  the  church’s  Washington- 
based  anti-drug  effort  starting  Jan.  1,  1990 — 
black  district  superintendents  and  conference 
leaders  from  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  said, 
“Do  not  take  lightly  the  possibilities  of  physical 
danger.  The  fight  against  drugs,  to  be  effective, 
will  attack  some  deeply  entrenched  economic 
and  political  realities.” 

RELIEF  TEAM  SENT:  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  sent  a  12-mem- 
ber  team  of  counselors,  child-care  experts  and 
contractors  to  St.  Croix  this  week  to  assist  victims 
of  Hurricane  Hugo.  At  their  annual  fall  meeting 
last  week,  directors  of  the  denomination’s  relief 
arm  approved  a  $40,000  grant  for  the  team.  A 
relief  committee  official  said  the  team  would  be 
deployed  in  three  groups  on  the  island,  part  of  a 
U.S.  territory  hard  hit  by  the  hurricane. 

COMMUNIST  TOOL?:  “The  Pres¬ 
byterian  Layman,”  an  unofficial  weekly  church 
newspaper,  has  called  a 
high-ranking  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S. A.)  missions 
official  a  tool  of  communist 
North  Korea.  The  newspa¬ 
per  says  Dr.  Syngman  Rhee 
is  one  of  only  two  men  in 
the  United  States  that 
North  Korea  relies  upon  for 
information  when  it  consid¬ 
ers  visa  applications.  The  charge,  which  Dr. 
Rhee  denies,  comes  as  he  is  being  considered  as 
the  next  president-elect  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

PROSECUTION  CRITICIZED:  The 

federal  prosecution  of  Jim  Bakker  violated  prin¬ 
ciples  of  church-state  separation  and  represents 
a  threat  to  southern  religion,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Will  Campbell,  the  iconoclastic  Tennessee 
Baptist  preacher  and  author.  Speaking  at  a  pan¬ 
el  on  “Religion  in  the  South”  at  the  Southern 
Festival  of  Books,  Mr.  Campbell  said,  “Bakker 
was  convicted  on  24  counts  of  fraud  for  what 
Southern  preachers  have  done  all  their  lives — 
it’s  just  a  matter  of  degree.” 

AGREEMENT  REACHED:  Following 
a  five-hour  closed-door  meeting  Oct.  17,  trust¬ 
ees  and  the  president  of  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  agreed  not  to  make  state¬ 
ments  or  participate  in  activities  that  “could  be 
reasonably  interpreted  as  being  intentionally 
political  in  nature.”  They  issued  a  joint  state¬ 
ment  at  the  conclusion  of  a  special  session 
called  in  response  to  letters  expressing  concern 
about  activities  by  Seminary  President  Russell 
Dilday  that  some  conservatives  had  felt  were  in¬ 
appropriate. 

COUNCIL  APOLOGIZES:  The 

Colorado  Council  of  Churches  has  voted  to 
make  a  public  apology  to  Native  Americans  for 
the  oppression  they  have  suffered  since  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  Christopher  Columbus  in  1492.  The  ec¬ 
umenical  organization  agreed  to  ask  churches  of 
member  denominations  to  conduct  a  service  of 
confession,  repentance  and  reconciliation  in 
1992,  the  500th  anniversary  of  Columbus’  ar¬ 
rival.  The  council  includes  10  Protestant  bod¬ 
ies,  the  Denver  Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese, 
Orthodox  churches  and  the  Unitarian-Univer- 
salist  Association. 

,  39  STAFF  ELIMINATED:  The  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  the  na¬ 
tion’s  youngest  yet  largest  Lutheran  body,  is 
eliminating  39  national  staff  positions,  making 
severe  program  cutbacks  and  considering  sale  of 
properties  in  efforts  to  offset  severe  budget  defi¬ 
cits.  The  Chicago-based  church  announced  the 
staff  cuts  Oct.  5  as  the  denomination’s  boards 
;and  agencies  prepare  to  make  arrangements  to 
live  within  budget  restraints  prompted  by  a  $  1 5 
million  shortfall  in  income  in  1988  and  an  an¬ 
ticipated  $6  million  shortfall  during  1989-90. 

MINISTERS  HELPLESS:  Protestant 

ministers  in  East  Germany  have  watched  help¬ 
lessly  as  members  and  employees  of  their 
churches  leave  for  the  West.  One  pastor  said  he 
•was  sure  the  mass  exodus  would  stop  if  the  gov¬ 
ernment  would  offer  some  hope  of  reform.  He 
suggested  that  one  such  sign  would  be  the  legal 
recognition  of  the  New  Forum,  an  organization 
•formed  by  several  leading  intellectuals  to  pro¬ 
mote  dialogue  on  changes  in  East  Germany.  So 
far,  the  government  has  rejected  its  attempts  to 
achieve  legal  recognition. 

: .  Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


California  UMs  respond  to  major  quake 

Healing,  comfort  stressed  for  disaster  victims ,  rescue  workers ,  congregations 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Northern 
California  United  Methodists 
were  clinging  to  the  “Rock  of 
Ages”  as  the  ground  beneath 
them  continued  to  roll  last  week 
following  a  major  earthquake. 

Congregations  throughout  the 
region  held  services  of  “healing 
and  comfort”  Sunday  to  help 
people  begin  recovering  from 
their  terror.  The  Oct.  17  quake 
killed  at  least  55  people  and  de¬ 
stroyed  an  estimated  $5.5  billion 
in  property. 

Disaster  teams  staffed 

Within  hours  after  the  quake, 
United  Methodist  clergy  and  lay- 
people  were  staffing  disaster 
teams  counseling  rescue  workers 
and  quake  survivors. 

One  such  team — including 
Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San 
Francisco  Area) — worked  at  In¬ 
terstate  880  in  Oakland,  where  a 
freeway  section  collapse  killed 
dozens  of  commuters. 

“Thursday  night  [48  hours  af¬ 
ter  the  quake]  they  had  to  take 
one  firefighter  off  ‘the  line,’  ” 
Bishop  Talbert  told  the  Reporter. 
“He  was  cutting  through  a  mas¬ 
sive  section  of  pavement  and  ac¬ 
cidentally  dismembered  a  dead 
victim’s  arm.” 

Glide  Memorial  UMC  in 
downtown  San  Francisco,  which 
normally  feeds  some  3,000  peo¬ 
ple  daily  as  a  city  center  for  the 
homeless,  fed  15.000  people  in 
the  first  three  days  after  the 
quake,  said  the  Rev.  Cecil  Wil¬ 
liams,  senior  minister.  “Since  we 
were  on  ‘48  Hours’  (a  CBS-TV 
news  program)  the  donations 
have  flooded  in,”  he  added. 

The  Rev.  Kim  Smith,  pastor  of 
damaged  Bethany  UMC  in  San 
Francisco’s  Noe  Valley  neighbor¬ 
hood,  told  the  Reporter  that  she 
looked  for  God’s  guidance  on 
how  to  plan  Sunday’s  worship. 

Holy  Spirit  is  leading 

“Whoever  walks  through  the 
sanctuary  door  and  whatever 
they  need,  that’s  where  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  leading  our  ministry,” 
she  said. 

The  earthquake,  which  mea¬ 
sured  6.9  on  the  Richter  scale, 
centered  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
Mountains  in  the  heart  of  the 
United  Methodist  San  Jose  Dis¬ 
trict  (Califomia-Nevada  Annual 
Conference). 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Corson,  super¬ 
intendent,  toured  the  hardest-hit 
areas  Oct.  19  with  the  Reporter. 
Throughout  the  tour,  Dr.  Corson 
reassured  weary,  frightened  pastors 
and  their  families. 

“It’s  very  important  that  people 
be  allowed  to  talk  about  it,”  Dr. 
Corson  said.  “When  the  quake  hit, 

I  was  on  an  Oakland  approach  to 


SAN  FRANCISCO — United  Methodists  take  stock  of  their 
churches  and  lives  in  the  aftermath  of  last  week's  earthquake. 
Above  left,  the  Rev.  Kim  Smith  shows  conference  treasurer  Raul 
Alegria  the  damage  at  Bethany  UMC  in  San  Francisco.  Above 
right,  the  Rev.  Richard  Smith  of  Hollister  (right)  and  the  Rev. 
John  E.  Corson,  San  Jose  district  superintendent,  inspect  the  de- 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  CYNTHIA  8.  AST  IF 
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molished  home  of  parishioners  Mary  Margaret  and  Don 
Patterson.  Below  left,  a  note  on  the  door  of  First  UMC  of  Boul¬ 
der  Creek  reschedules  choir  practice.  Below  right,  the  Rev. 
Warren  H.  Brown,  pastor  of  Taylor  Memorial  UMC  in  Oakland, 
coordinates  counseling  with  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Area)  at  a  relief  area  near  collapsed  Interstate  880. 


the  Bay  Bridge  (where  part  of  a 
span  collapsed).  Had  I  been  a  few 
seconds  sooner,  I’d  have  been  on 
the  part  that  fell.  I’ve  told  that  sto¬ 
ry  over  and  over.” 

In  Hollister,  Calif.,  the  United 
Methodist  church  was  cordoned 
off  by  police  because  of  structural 
damage.  An  outdoor  billboard  an¬ 
nounced  the  Rev.  Richard  Smith’s 
pre-quake  sermon:  “The  Real 
Tragedy  of  the  TV  Evangelists.” 

“I  don’t  know  what  we’ll  be 
doing  Sunday  or  where  we’ll 
meet  but  it  won’t  be  that,”  Mr. 
Smith  said.  “We’ll  probably  just 
talk  and  hold  each  other." 

In  Watsonville,  hundreds  of 
Hispanic  farm  workers  were 
camped  in  the  town's  parks, 
homeless  and  fearful  of  re-enter¬ 
ing  any  building  as  aftershocks 


The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  sent 
$10,000  last  week  for  Cali¬ 
fornia  earthquake  relief 
and  repair.  Contributors  to 
this  cause  should  specify 
Advance  Special  901325-2. 


rocked  the  region. 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Fox,  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Watsonville, 
which  escaped  structural  dam¬ 
age,  said  his  congregation  made 
soup  in  the  church  kitchen  to 
help  feed  earthquake  victims. 

“Come  Sunday,  we’ll  sing 
some  of  the  old  hymns,  bring  bag 
lunches  and  sit  in  the  common 
room  until  we’re  done  talking,” 


Mr.  Fox  said. 

In  severely  shaken  Santa  Cruz, 
the  Rev.  Clyde  Vaughn  of  Grace 
UMC  told  Dr.  Corson  he  was 
grateful  just  to  have  a  sanctuary 
in  which  to  worship.  Grace’s 
100-year-old  building  survived 
with  a  few  plaster  cracks,  and 
some  fallen  stucco. 

High  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Moun¬ 
tains,  just  two  miles  from  the  epi¬ 
center,  the  Rev.  Ted  Pecot  and 
his  wife,  Carol,  praised  their 
Boulder  Creek  congregation  for 
quickly  checking  on  each  other 
after  the  quake.  Nearby,  fireplace 
bricks  from  the  wrecked,  unin¬ 
habitable  parsonage  lay  piled  on 
the  lawn. 

Dr.  Corson  was  unable  to  visit 
Los  Gatos  First  UMC,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  mountain,  be¬ 


cause  the  California  Highway  Pa¬ 
trol  had  closed  the  highway. 

Earlier  he  had  learned  by  tele¬ 
phone  that  the  earthquake  threw 
the  church’s  1,000-pound  marble 
altar  table  into  the  organ.  The 
quake  buckled  the  roof  and  the 
gymnasium  floor. 

“Their  pastor  said  they  would 
worship  on  Sunday,  even  if  they 
had  to  do  it  outside  in  the  rain,” 
said  Dr.  Corson. 

Bishop  Talbert  said  the  great¬ 
est  pastoral  need  in  northern  Cal¬ 
ifornia  for  the  next  several  weeks 
will  be  “extreme  patience.” 

“People  are  shocked,  angry 
and  frustrated,"  the  bishop  ex¬ 
plained.  “They’ll  be  showing 
their  emotions  in  many  ways. 

“The  church  must  be  there  for 
them.  And  we  will  be.” 


'Mission  story '  muted 
by  reduced  funds ,  staff 


By  DENISE  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— The  de¬ 
partment  responsible  for  ex¬ 
plaining  programs  of  United 
Methodism’s  mission  board 
is  having  trouble  telling  “the 
mission  story.” 

That’s  because  the  Mission 
Education  and  Cultivation 
Department  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
doesn’t  have  enough  people  or 
money  to  explain  missions 
work  to  church  members  or 
reach  new  audiences. 

Those  problems  were  out¬ 
lined  in  a  resolution  that 
elected  directors  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  overseeing  the  educa¬ 
tion  unit  sent  to  the  full 
mission  board  last  week. 

Directors  on  the  mission- 
education  committee  asked 
that  the  department  be  “re¬ 
stored  to  financial  health  and 
report  to  the  1990  spring 
meeting.” 

The  committee  passed  the 
resolution  after  spending 
parts  of  two  days  last  week 
discussing: 

■  Staff  vacancies.  As  of 
Oct.  17,  the  department  had 
nine.  It  has  no  chief  executive 


because  of  the  Rev.  Keith  A. 
Muhleman’s  resignation  in 
April.  The  mission  board’s 
flagship  magazine,  “New 
World  Outlook,”  is  operating 
without  a  permanent  editor 
and  staff. 

■  Department  deficit.  The 

department  ended  1988  with 
about  a  $508,000  operating 
deficit.  That  was  caused  by 
two  years  of  receiving  less- 
than-expected  income  from 
the  denomination’s  basic 
World  Service  program  fund 
and  other  sources.  Depart¬ 
ment  treasurer  Lynette  Rice 
said  that  with  strong  budget¬ 
ary  controls,  aided  by  not 
filling  staff  vacancies,  the  de¬ 
partment  is  expected  to  end 
1989  under  budget  by 
$75,000. 

In  addition,  the  mission 
education  unit  is  seeking  al¬ 
ternative  financing  for  the 
mission  board’s  Service  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Cincinnati. 

The  center  is  owned  by  the 
board’s  Women’s  Division. 
But  because  it  is  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  mission  educa¬ 
tion  unit,  all  salaries  and 
benefits  for  the  44  Cincin¬ 
nati  employees  are  charged 
to  that  department. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

YOUTH  AND  SINGLES  DIRECTOR,  full-time. 
2700-member  church.  Must  have  strong  Chris¬ 
tian  commitment,  enjoy  working  with  youth  and 
young  adults.  B.A.  degree  plus  youth  ministry  ex¬ 
perience.  Resume  to:  Charles  Glidden,  St.  Paul’s 
UMC.  P.O.  Box  2065,  Cedar  Rapids,  IA  52406. 

FOR  SALE— OUTDOOR  NATIVITIES  $750 
Free  brochure,  Shearl  Products,  Rt.  #1,  Melvin, 

IL  60952.  Phone  (217)  388-2894. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 

Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re- 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  do  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (7 1 9)  687-9038. 

NEED  MANAGER-LOW  POWERED  T.V.  sta- 
tion.  New  24  hour  Christian  station  (TBN)  in  op¬ 
eration.  To  develop  local  programing/sales.  Con¬ 
tact:  Fourth  Man  Center,  214  Martin  St.,  Uvalde, 
TX  78801 .  Call:  (5 1 2)  278-445 1 ,  A1  Pagel. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR/Organist 
needed  for  a  3200-member  congregation.  Coor¬ 
dinate  and  conduct  adult,  youth  and  children’s 
choirs,  as  well  as  adult  and  children's  handbell 
choirs.  Master’s  degree  or  better  is  preferred. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Mark 
Doty,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1838,  Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403  by  November 
15,  1989. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067,627-9507. 

SYSTEMS  ANALYST.  EXPERIENCED  S/A  for 
a  mini-computer  environment  using  Business  Ba¬ 
sic.  Superior  communication  skills  and  strong 
business  background  are  necessary.  Full  benefits. 
Send  resume:  Director  of  Computer  Systems 
GCFA,  1200  Davis  Street,  Evanston,  1L  60201. 
Deadline  November  13. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST 
needed.  Responsible  for  Chancel  Choir,  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Choir  and  Handbell  Choir.  Send  resume 
to:  Dr.  Larry  Gallamore,  Senior  Minister, 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  6199  Water- 
man  Boulevard,  St.  Louis,  MO  63112.  Phone: 
(314)863-1992. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 
Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones, 
pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m. 
(504)488-0856. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  EXECUTIVE  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Camping  for  Southern  New  Jersey  Confer¬ 
ence.  Must  have  experience  in  camp  or  camping 
related  administration.  Call  (609)  697-1532. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 
mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  nego¬ 
tiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references 
Box  808,  Fulton.  TX  78358 

FULL-TIME  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  1700- 
member  St.  Paul’s  UMC.  Responsible  for  grow¬ 
ing  ministry  of  Christian  education.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable  commensurate  with  experience.  Send 
resume  with  references  to:  Leonard  Gillingham, 
Box  696,  Us  Cruces,  NM  88004,  (505)  526-6689 
by  November  15,  1989. 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/Pro- 
gram.  Direct  educational  program  in  800-m em¬ 
ber  church.  Send  resume  to:  J.  William  Menees. 
Donelson  Heights  United  Methodist  Church,  84 
Fairway  Drive,  Nashville,  TN  37214. 

FOR  SALE:  50  ADULT  CHOIR  ROBES.  Gold 
color  (E.  R.  Moore)  with  fluting  across  front,  over 
shoulder  and  across  back.  Excellent  condition, 
rayon/polyestcr.  Satin  stoles  included.  $20.00 
each.  Ortega  UMC  (904)  389-5556. 

DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alabama  and  West 
Florida.  Salary  negotiable  based  upon  education, 
experience  and  knowledge  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Send  inquiries  to  the  attention  of: 
Mr.  Charles  Rountree,  898  Arkadelphia  Road, 
Birmingham,  AL  35204.  No  telephone  calls. 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  full-time  for 
dynamic  2500-member  church  on  Florida  Gulf 
Coast.  Experience  as  choir  director/organist  with 
enthusiasm  and  aptitude  for  expanding  the 
church  music  program  will  be  required.  Attrac¬ 
tive  salary  and  benefits  package  available.  Send 
resume  to:  Search  Committee,  Englewood  UMC, 
700  E.  Dearborn  St.,  Englewood,  FL  33423. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  Church. 
Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available-  Free  service.  Church  Musicians' 
National  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18.  Box  36, 
Huntington,  WV  25706-0036. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis- 
tries  in  2200-member  NW  Arkansas  UMC. 
Very  active  and  growing  youth  programs.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  FUMC.  P.O. 
Box  376,  Springdale,  AR  72765.  Telephone 
number:  (501)  751-4610. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EVANGELISM  and  Congrega¬ 
tional  Development.  Iowa  Annual  Conference 
seeks  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Director 
of  Evangelism  and  congregational  Development. 
For  application  contact:  Jo  Campney,  Chairper- 
son,  CCOM  Personnel  Committee,  1019  Chest¬ 
nut  St„  Des  Moines,  IA  50309.  (515)  283-1991. 
application  deadline  is  November  6,  1989. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
1600-member  church  in  growing  metropolitan 
area.  Interested?  Questions?  Call  (319)  377-4856. 
Send  resumes  do:  Clair  Dean  Odell,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1277-8th  Avenue,  Marion,  I A 
52302-3599. 

LOOK!  REVELATION,  LAST  BOOK  of  Bible, 
by  Preston  Taylor.  Readable  as  novel.  Sobering. 
Timeless.  You’ll  understand  and  love  it.  36  chap- 
ters,  290  pages.  Ppd.  $9.95:  Inspirational  Books, 
Box  1234,  Big  Wells,  TX  78830.  Telephone: 
(512)  563-2054.  Ideal  pastor  gift.  Attn:  Church 
Board!! 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
an  1100-member  congregation  located  in  fast¬ 
growing  southwest  Florida.  Send  resume  and  ref¬ 
erences  to:  Rev.  Jack  Taylor,  2701  Airport  Road. 
Naples,  FL  33962. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONS  AND  JUSTICE 
Ministries.  Iowa  Annual  Conference  seeks  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  Director  of  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Justice  Ministries.  For  application  con- 
tact:  Jo  Campney,  Chairperson,  CCOM 
Personnel  Committee,  1019  Chestnut  St.,  Des 
Moines.  IA  50309.  Application  deadline  is  No¬ 
vember  6,  1989. 

STOLES,  THE  FABULOUS  MULTI-COLOR 

stole  hand  woven  by  the  women  of  Santiago  Ati- 
tlan,  Guatemala;  plus  liturgical  colors.  Send  no 
money,  shipped  on  approval,  $32.50  includes 
shipping.  Double  Mission  Outreach,  United 
Methodist  Church,  Route  2,  Murphysboro,  IL 
62966.  evenings  too,  keep  trying. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  FULL-TIME  Director 
of  Children/Youth  Ministry.  1 100-member 
church  located  in  Orlando-Disney  World  area. 
Salary/benefits  commensurate  with  experience. 
Job  description/application  form  write:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  439  E.  5th  Avenue, 
Mount  Dora.  FL  32757.  (904)  383-2005. 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94109  (4 1 5)  673-6768. 

SENIOR  STAFF,  CREATIVE  PROGRAM- 

MER,  teacher,  interests  in  Bible  study,  mis¬ 
sions,  ethics,  shepherds,  evangelism.  Prefer 
open,  thoughtful  orthodox  theology.  Seek  staff 
position  by  1991.  UMR,  Dept.  H,  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits, 
fabrics.  Stoles,  paraments,  etc.  Brochure/fabric 
swatches  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  avail¬ 
able  for  meetings.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  2500- 

member  FUMC  of  Conroe,  TX.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  928,  Conroe,  TX  77305. 

The  United  Methodist 
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HEADS  MISSION  CENTER:  a  for¬ 
mer  missionary  has  been  appointed  director  of 
the  new  United  Methodist  Mission  Resource 
Center  in  Atlanta.  The  Rev. 

Milo  D.  Thornberry  has 
served  as  director  of  Alterna¬ 
tives,  a  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Atlanta,  since  1979. 

He  served  as  a  missionary 
ffom  1965  to  1972  and  was 
an  associate  professor  at  Tai- . 

wan  Theological  College  in  I  _  _ 

Taipen,  China,  from  1968  to  Milo  Thornberry 
1971.  He  was  also  on  the  staff  of  the  United 
Methodist  missionary  orientation  center  at 
Stony  Point,  N.Y.  The  first  missionary  candi¬ 
dates  to  be  trained  at  the  United  Methodist  cen¬ 
ter  are  expected  in  January. 


ssion  Resource 

TJ 


UMC  COMMENDED:  A  Mozambi¬ 
can  official  has  commended  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  “solidarity”  with  Mozambique. 
That  support  was  evidenced  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops'  call  for  a  special  offering  in  September. 
Dr.  Pascoal  Moceumbi,  Mozambique’s  minister 
of  foreign  affairs,  addressed  an  Oct.  5  luncheon 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries'  Women’s  Division. 
The  Mozambican  government  is  making  a  con¬ 
certed  effort  to  end  the  terrorist-induced  civil 
war  in  the  Southeast  African  country,  Dr.  Mo¬ 
ceumbi  said.  The  government,  reversing  its  ear¬ 
lier  position,  plans  to  have  dialogue  with  rebel 
fighters  on  condition  that  they  stop  their  violent 
attacks. 


CHANGES  NEEDED:  The  United 

Methodist  bishop  in  East  Germany  has  called  for 
changes  in  the  conditions  and  attitudes  that 
prompted  an  exodus  of  citizens  from  his  coun¬ 
try.  Bishop  Rudiger  Minor  said  in  an  Oct.  1 1 
pastoral  letter  that  the  exodus  was  a  result  of 
“everyday  experiences  in  which  people’s  feelings 
are  hurt  so  deeply  and  then  (they)  are  so  numbed 
with  apathy  and  resignation  that  often  only  the 
slightest  prompting  is  needed  to  make  them  de¬ 
cide  to  leave  the  country.”  He  continued,  “We 
expect  openness  in  order  that  the  veiling  and  eu- 
phemizing  of  unbearable  social  conditions  will 
come  to  an  end,  and  the  results  of  economic  and 
political  process,  as  well  as  decision  making,  will 
not  be  glossed  over  any  more.” 

ECUMENICAL  CHIEF:  Elected  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns  have  nominated  the  Rev.  Robert  W. 
Huston  to  continue  as  the  ecumenical  agency’s 
chief  executive  until  his  retirement  Sept.  30. 

1 990.  Dr.  Huston  has  directed  the  agency  since 
1965.  His  nomination  must  be  approved  by  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on  Ministries 
at  its  fall  session.  A  committee  to  seek  his  suc¬ 
cessor  is  headed  by  the  commission’s  president. 
Bishop  William  B  Grove  (West  Virginia  Area). 

FRAZER  UMC  ON  ACTS-TV:  The 

morning  worship  service  of  Frazer  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Montgomery,  Ala., 
is  featured  each  Sunday  on  the  ACTS  cable  net¬ 
work’s  “Methodist  Hour.”  The  program  is 
shown  at  9  a.m.  and  9  p.m.  EDT.  The  Rev. 
John  Ed  Mathison  is  the  senior  pastor. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


National  Division  puts  fiscal  house  in  order 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Creating  a  bal¬ 
anced  budget  for  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  national  missions  arm 
seemed  like  “mission  impossi¬ 
ble”  early  this  year,  its  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  says. 

But  the  National  Program  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  finally  has  its 
“house  in  order."  That  was  the 
report  of  the  Rev.  Brian  A.  Fet- 
terman.  National  Division  chief 
executive,  last  week  during  the 
mission  board’s  annual  meeting. 

"The  procedures  used  to  con¬ 
trol  cash  flow  are  working,”  Dr. 
Fetterman  said.  “After  three 
quarters  of  this  year,  there  have 
been  no  additional  deficits.  . . . 
The  nearly  $5  million  owed  to 

Board  takes 
new  look  at 
grape  action 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— The  only 
United  Methodist  churchwide 
agency  to  call  for  a  general  boy¬ 
cott  of  California  table  grapes  is 
taking  another  look  at  the  issue. 

Advocates  for  major  parties  af¬ 
fected  by  the  boycott — farm  work¬ 
ers  and  grape  growers — are  to 
present  their  cases  to  elected  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  church’s  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  in  March. 

Donald  J.  Hand,  a  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Texas,  attorney,  originally 
pressed  fellow  board  members 
earlier  this  month  to  invite  a 
United  Methodist  farmer  from 
California  to  appear  at  the 
March  session. 

“We  need  more  input,  more 
answers,  solid  answers,”  said  Mr. 
Hand.  He  questioned  the  social- 
action  agency’s  support  for  the 
United  Farm  Workers  over  other 
unions  seeking  to  represent  farm 
workers  in  labor  negotiations. 

Bishop  Richard  C.  Looney 
(South  Georgia  Area)  called  for 
farm  workers  to  be  represented 
as  well  after  Bishop  Joseph  H. 
Yeakel  (Washington  Area)  said  it 
would  be  "unfair”  to  allow  just 
one  person — a  farmer — to  ad¬ 
dress  the  board. 

The  decision  to  hear  from  both 
sides  in  the  grape  dispute  came 
after  United  Methodists  across 
the  nation  criticized  the  board’s 
1 988  call  for  a  boycott. 

Patricia  Larson,  the  farmer 
Mr.  Hand  asked  the  board  to 
hear,  was  among  the  United 
Methodists  who  wrote  agency  di- 


the  total  mission  board  has  been 
paid  down  to  $500,000,  and  the 
interest  payments  have  been  di¬ 
minished  drastically." 

Restrictions  followed 

Dr.  Fetterman,  who  took  the 
helm  of  the  domestic  mission 
agency  exactly  one  year  ago,  said 
one  issue  in  1988  was  imple¬ 
menting  the  stipulations  placed 
on  National  Division  by  the 
Women’s  Division.  The  women’s 
unit  gave  the  National  Division  a 
$500,000  grant  for  debt  reduc¬ 
tion  on  condition  that  National 
Division  not  budget  for  more 
than  it  received  from  churchwide 
offerings  in  1988. 

Keeping  those  commitments 
to  the  Women's  Division  helped 
the  National  Division  make  ad¬ 
justments  in  the  1990  budgeting 


rectors  in  early  October. 

“Would  you  tell  us  exactly  what 
our  family  must  do  so  that  you  will 
not  boycott  usT  she  had  asked. 

The  social-action  agency  voted 
31-30  in  June  1988  to  set  the  gen¬ 
eral  boycott  into  motion  if  neither 
of  the  denomination's  two  annual 
conferences  in  California — Cali- 
fomia-Nevada  and  Califomia-Pa- 


process,  said  Dr.  Fetterman. 

Dr.  Fetterman  said  these  fac¬ 
tors  helped  solve  the  fiscal  prob¬ 
lem: 

■  Information  and  counsel 
from  a  wide  variety  of  people,  in-- 
cluding  staff  members  and  elect¬ 
ed  directors. 

■  A  new  mission  strategy 
adopted  by  the  division. 

■  Background  from  agree¬ 
ments  made  25  years  ago  by  the 
Women’s  Division — owners  of 
several  missions  properties — and 
the  National  Division,  program 
coordinators  for  the  properties. 

■  Stipulations  placed  on  last 
year’s  special  grant  of  $500,000._ 

Dr.  Fetterman  said  the  Nation¬ 
al  Division  is  still  cutting  unnec¬ 
essary  expenditures  to  the  bone. 

“In  fact,  we’ve  cut  everything 
down  to  the  marrow,  saving  as 


cific — could  agree  on  a  selec¬ 
tive-boycott  action.  Neither  could. 

The  vote  came  a  month  after 
the  1988  General  Conference,  the 
most  recent  session  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  highest  policy-making 
body,  rejected  a  call  for  a  church¬ 
wide  boycott. 

In  a  related  action  this  month. 


much  as  $75,000,"  he  said. 

Positions  cut 

To  stay  within  budget,  Dr.  Fet¬ 
terman  said,  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion  made  additional  staff  cuts  in 
August.  Two  executive  staff  posi¬ 
tions  were  removed.  Two  more 
staff  positions  are  expected  to  be 
eliminated  this  month. 

Dr.  Fetterman  disputed  allega¬ 
tions  of  racism  in  the  most  recent 
staff  cuts.  Three  of  the  four  were 
black  employees. 

“The  division  cabinet,  com¬ 
posed  mostly  of  ethnic  staff  per¬ 
sons,  brought  a  high  degree  of 
sensitivity  and  inclusiveness  in 
the  final  decisions,”  he  said. 

“If  the  deputy  general  secre¬ 
tary  [himself]  is  racist,  then  we’re 
all  racist.  We  cut  programs  and 
functions  that  would  hurt  overall 


agency  directors  added  the  lone 
active  farmer  among  them  to  a 
group  monitoring  the  general 
grape  boycott. 

Mary  Hayenga,  a  South  Dakota 
small-grains  farmer,  was  chosen  as 
a  fourth  member  of  the  committee 
that  reports  on  the  progress  of  re¬ 
lations  between  farm  workers  and 
grape  growers. 


programs  the  least.  We  deeply  re¬ 
gret  the  need  to  terminate  any 
additional  personnel." 

In  her  treasurer’s  report  to  the 
National  Division,  Brenda  Nor¬ 
wood  said,  “The  streamlining  of 
our  operation  has  been  neces¬ 
sary,  but  it  also  means  that  in 
many  places  the  division  cannot 
respond,  and  in  other  places  it 
means  that  the  division  cannot 
be  as  effective  as  it  could  and 
should  be. 

“Budget  retraints  in  many  in¬ 
stances  may  mean  we  are  only  in 
maintenance  ministry.  ...  1  do 
not  believe  we  can  continue  to  do 
all  things  for  all  people  in  all 
places  in  the  old  ways  that  we 
have  done  in  the  past.  The  Na¬ 
tional  Division  will  have  to  be 
innovative  in  carrying  out  its 
mission  responsibilities." 

Panel  tries 
to  inspire 
mission  unit 

By  GIEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK — The  “new  kid 
on  the  block”  at  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board  has  de¬ 
cided  that  praise,  rather  than 
criticism,  will  advance  the  cause 
of  mission  evangelism. 

The  newcomer  is  the  Mission 
Evangelism  Committee.  It  was 
created  in  1988  to  answer  critics 
who  charge  that  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  fails 
to  stress  proclaiming  the  Gospel 
in  its  mission  projects. 

“We  became  persuaded  that 
we  didn’t  want  to  police  the 
board  but  to  inspire  the  board," 
said  Tal  Oden  last  week.  Mr. 
Oden,  an  Altus,  Okla.,  attorney, 
chairs  the  year-old  committee. 

Committee  members  were 
asked  to  note  outstanding  exam¬ 
ples  of  “mission  evangelism”  in 
the  board’s  ongoing  work  and 
“praise”  those  specific  examples. 

“It  may  be  hard  to  define,  but  I 
think  the  evidence  of  mission 
evangelism  will  be  plain  to  see,” 
said  Mr.  Oden. 

The  committee  has  defined 
mission  evangelism  as  efforts  in 
which  “persons  receive  and  are 
changed  by  God’s  grace; 
churches  are  formed  and  nur¬ 
tured  by  God’s  grace;  and  com¬ 
munities  are  transformed  by 
God’s  grace.” 

While  the  tactic  of  “praise” 
steers  the  committee  away  from 
a  confrontational  style,  members 
still  were  encouraged  to  ask  mis¬ 
sion  board  directors,  “Where  is 
the  mission  evangelism  compo¬ 
nent  in  this  (project)?” 


Chief  plants  peace  tree 


REPORTER  STATE  PHOTO  BY  GLEN  LARUM 


WASHINGTON — Mohawk  Chief  Jake  Swamp  (left)  of  the  Akwesasne  Reservation  in  New  York 
plants  a  white  pine  on  the  south  lawn  of  the  United  Methodist  Building  during  a  peace  ceremony 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Mr.  Swamp  was  one  of 
several  Native  Americans  invited  to  the  board-sponsored  program  on  peace  and  the  environment. 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 

Faculty  Qpenines 

Tenure  track  positions  are  open  in  the  following  fields: 

•  Systematic  Theology  (re-opened) 

•  History  of  Religions  (re-opened.  East  Asian  specialization  preferred) 

•  Pastoral  Care 

•  Christian  Education  (re-opened) 

Ph.D.  degree  or  equivalent  and  demonstrated  competency  in  teaching  and  scholarship 
required.  Women  and  ethnic  minority  persons  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Date  of 
appointment,  rank  and  salary  negotiable.  Deadline  for  applications,  1  February  1990. 
Write  to  Office  of  the  Dean,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  Texas  75275-0133 
and  enclose  C.V.  SMU  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportuni ty/T i tie  TX  employer. 


Certification  Studies  In  Education 
And 

Foundational  Studies  For  Diaconal  Ministers 

January  22-  February  2, 1990 

Offered  by  UNITED  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY,  Dayton, 
Ohio  at  THE  SCARRITT-BENNETT  CENTER, 
Nashvil  le  Jen  nessee . 

For  information  write:  Foundational  and  Certification  Studies, 
The  Scarrltt-Bennett  Center,  1008  18th  Avenue  South,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37212,  or  call:  (615)  340-7476. 


THE 
UNITED 
iMETHODIST 
NECKTIE  &  SCARE 

Brilliant  Red  Flame  and  White  Cross  on  Blue  Background. 
Silk/Poly  Blend.  Scarf  32”  Square. 

A  Cficfished  Gift  Identified  with  our  Church 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


Send  Check  Or 
Money  Order  To 


TAYC0 


700  S.  MADISON.  Dept.  W9 
ENID,  OK  73701 
(405)  235-5554 


Out  of  USA. 
CO  D.  etc.  extra 


'We  can't  dilute  our  stand  on 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALl 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— In  today’s  abor¬ 
tion  debates,  what  has  the  church 
said  to — and  what  does  it  ask  of — 
United  Methodists? 

Before  answering  that  question, 
you’d  better  show  the  same  care  as 
the  top  policy-making  body  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  say  two 
United  Methodists  reflecting  on  the 
abortion  issue. 

During  the  annual  meeting  of 
elected  directors  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  board  last  week,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  health  and  welfare 
ministries  and  the  Women’s  Division 
expressed  concern  about  “the  at¬ 
tempts  to  dilute  General  Conference 
statements  on  abortion.” 

Cathie  Lyons,  chief  executive  for 
United  Methodist  health  and  welfare 
ministries  said  the  church’s  “20-year 
history  of  dealing  faithfully  with 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK — Two  units  within 
the  United  Methodist  mission 
board  voted  last  week  to  take  part 
in  a  campaign,  organized  by  the  Re¬ 
ligious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights,  to  send  postcards  to  gover¬ 
nors  and  state  legislators. 

Elected  directors  and  staff  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  mission  board's  Wom¬ 
en's  Division  and  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Program  Depart¬ 
ment  explained  thal  they  wanted  to 


abortion” — through  study  docu¬ 
ments.  social-policy  resolutions  and 
Social  Principles — might  be  lost  as 
people  try  to  determine  whether  the 
denomination  is  ’for  or  against  abor¬ 
tion.’ 

“As  members  of  this  church,  we 
do  harm  to  the  faithfulness  and  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  church’s  witness  to  the 
complex  and  critical  issues  that  un¬ 
derlie  the  matter  of  abortion  and  re¬ 
sponsible  parenthood  when  we 
attempt  to  reduce  the  church’s  posi¬ 
tion  on  abortion  to  the  singular  is¬ 
sue  of  whether  the  church  is  for  or 
against  abortion,”  said  Ms.  Lyons. 

. .  When  this  church  has  ad¬ 
dressed  issues  in  which  life  and  life’s 
potential  might  be  in  conflict  with 
each  other,  the  church  has  demon¬ 
strated  caution  and  care.” 

Sally  Graham  Ernst  of  Bethel 
Park,  Pa.,  president  of  the  1.5  mil¬ 
lion  United  Methodist  Women, 
said  in  her  annual  address,  “The 


inform  “constituencies"  about  “the 
United  Methodist  position  on  abor¬ 
tion  and  responsible  parenthood." 

Card  signers  “oppose  any  legisla¬ 
tion  that  prevents  or  impedes  wom¬ 
en  from  choosing  a  safe,  legal 
abortion  to  treat  a  problem  of  preg¬ 
nancy,"  missions  officials  said. 

The  card  campaign  is  to  involve 
nearly  30  Protestanl,  Jewish  and  oth¬ 
er  religious  groups  identified  not  as 
“pro-abortion”  but  as  "pro-choice." 

Sabrae  Y.  Jenkins,  an  executive 


battle  line  should  not  be  drawn  on 
the  issue  of  abortion.  Instead,  the 
church  should  be  actively  working 
to  alleviate  the  need  for  abortion 
and  reduce  the  number  of  unwant¬ 
ed  pregnancies.” 

Mrs.  Ernst,  who  is  a  retired  psychi¬ 
atric  nurse,  said,  “Dealing  with  the 
root  causes  [of  abortions]  while  also 
working  to  retain  a  woman’s  right  for 
abortion  for  reasons  of  health — ei¬ 
ther  physical  or  mental — will  keep 
our  promise  to  be  an  advocate  for 
women  and  for  children.” 

Ms.  Lyons  said  that  despite  what 
the  denomination  has  officially  said 
about  abortion,  “much  of  the  abor¬ 
tion  debate  within  the  church  has 
focused  on  or  has  come  as  a  result 
of  the  22-word  sentence  adopted  by 
the  1988  General  Conference.” 

That  sentence  in  the  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles  reads: 

“We  cannot  affirm  abortion  as  an 
acceptable  means  of  birth  control. 


for  the  religious  coalition,  says  the 
member  organizations  “regard 
abortion  as  a  moral  and  theological 
concern  and  decisions  on  abortion 
as  being  based  on  one’s  own  con¬ 
science  and  religious  beliefs.” 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
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abortion' 

and  we  unconditionally  reject  it  as  a 
means  of  gender  selection.” 

Ms.  Lyons  asked  a  committee  of 
elected  missions  board  directors, 
“Is  one  piece  of  the  church’s  posi¬ 
tion  on  abortion  to  be  taken  out  of 
context  and  given  precedence  over 
another  piece?” 

She  said  “the  faithful  witness  of 
this  church"  regarding  abortion  in¬ 
cludes  the  official  United  Methodist 
positions  on: 

■  Separation  of  church  and  state. 

■  Impropriety  of  using  the  U.S. 
Constitution  to  impose  certain 
theological  or  religious  teaching  on 
all  Americans. 

■  The  belief  that  regulations  re-, 
garding  abortion  ought  to  be  the 
same  as  those  that  govern  other 
medical  procedures. 

■  The  1973  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
ruling  on  abortion  in  Roe  vs.  Wade. 
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UMs  join  pro-choice  postcard  campaign 
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Our  Times 
Are  in 
Thy  Hands 


Dickens  begins  his  Tale  of  Two  Cities  with  the  phrase  “It  was  the  best 
of  times,  it  was  the  worst  of  times.” 

These  words  are  descriptive  of  the  present  in  many  ways. 

It  is  truly  “the  worst  of  times.”  The  hurts  and  anxieties  of  friends, 
neighbors  —  even  ourselves  —  are  captured  in  callous  concepts  like 
“farm  crisis,”  “recession,”  “unemployment,”  “shrinking  middle 
class,”  “population  drain.”  New  words  have  entered  our  vocabulary  to 
describe  the  indescribable  —  “international  terrorism,”  “skyjacking,” 
“nuclear  winter,”  “star-wars,”  “meltdown,”  “gridlock,”  “crack,” 
“Greenhouse  effect,”  “street  people,”  “drug  war.” 

Images  crowd  our  minds  that  linger:  An  earthquake  interrupting  a 
World  Series  game  and  forcing  us  to  examine  our  priorities;  part  of  an 
airplane  engine  found  in  an  Iowa  cornfield;  cries  for  freedom  from  op¬ 
pressed  Eastern  block  people  intersecting  anti-American  riots  in  Korea. 

It  is  also  truly  the  best  of  times.  More  people  are  living  longer  than 
ever  before  because  of  health  education,  miracle  medicines,  etc.  We  are 
struggling  with  values  and  life-styles  that  affirm  God’s  creation  and  our 
roles  as  stewards. 

This  is  especially  evident  in  our  churches  across  Louisiana.  Even  in 
the  economic  stress,  giving  to  the  church  continues  to  be  generous  and 
constant.  Our  own  hurts  and  needs  seem  to  make  us  more  sensitive  to 
the  hurts  and  needs  of  others. 

Perhaps  the  two  descriptions  —  best  of  times,  worst  of  times  —  are 
not  incongruent.  It  may  be  that  our  struggles  help  us  to  focus  on  the  vi¬ 
sions  that  sustain  us.  To  paraphrase  an  old  hymn.  My  times  —  both 
the  good  and  the  bad  —  are  in  thy  hands. 

UXCJL.&  (Qk, 


Greenwood  Congregation 
Celebrates  150  Years 


Bishop  Oden  reads  the  Christian  Advocate,  circa  1929,  that  was 
found  in  the  cornerstone  of  Greenwood  UMC. 


Worshipers  from  Greenwood  who  were  present  when  the  cor¬ 
nerstone  was  laid  in  1929  (the  first  building  was  constructed  in 
1840)  are  I.  to  r.  Sadie  Lawton,  Mildred  Meeker,  Elizabeth  Stutsman, 

and  Hattie  Ruth  Roberts. 


by  United  Methodists:  the  Bible, 
the  Book  of  Discipline  (Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  1914),  a 
Methodist  Hymnal  (words  only,  no 
musical  notes,  circa  1916),  and  a 
copy  of  the  New  Orleans,  Christian 
Advocate,  the  “official  organ  of  the 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  North 
Mississippi  Conferences,”  January 
10.  1929. 


According  to  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  the  future  looks  bright 
for  those  continuing  in  the  Method¬ 
ist  tradition  of  worship  at  Green¬ 
wood.  Everyone  is  excited  about 
great  things  to  come. 


Greenwood  United  Methodist 
Church  continued  celebrating  150 
years  on  World  Communion  Sun¬ 
day  by  remembering  her  connection 
with  all  Christian  churches  that 
make  up  the  Body  of  Christ,  past, 
present,  and  future. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  presided 
over  the  Lord’s  Supper  and  chal¬ 
lenged  the  church  to  offer  the  cup  of 
care  in  service  to  the  world.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  worship,  the  congregation 
followed  Rev.  Van  Dickens,  pastor, 
and  Bishop  Oden  to  the  cornerstone 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
church,  and  revealed  its  contents. 
Inside  were  the  essential  tools  used 


Events  Taking  Place  in  the  Conference 


GEARING  UK  —  I  he  Chancel  Choir  of  Urst  UMC,  Monroe,  recently 
attended  a  retreat  to  prepare  music  for  its  upcoming  Choir  Recog¬ 
nition  and  Dedication  Service  and  its  Christmas  program.  Choir 
members  and  their  families  enjoyed  the  work,  worship  and  fellow¬ 
ship  of  the  retreat.  Alan  Clark  is  music  director  and  Dr.  William  C. 
Blakely  is  pastor. 


HOLLYWOOD  TALENT  —  The  "Young  at  Heart"  (senior  adults)  of 
Gonzales  UMC  recently  presented  the  skit  entitled  "The  Gripe  Ex¬ 
change."  Taking  part  were  I.  to  r.  Rev.  Ken  (acocks,  the  judge;  Eddie 
Badeaux,  poor  man;  Yvonne  Walker,  Imp;  Lois  Keller,  vain  woman; 
Mrs.  John  Kaslewicz,  telegraph  boy,  Mrs.  Leo  Hataway,  emcee;  and 
Leo  Hataway,  rich  man. 


Sunday,  October  15  First  UMC,  Minden  honored  Miss  Mary 
Searles  for  her  40  plus  years  of  service  as  church  secretary  and 
newsletter  editor.  Shown  with  Miss  Searles  is  long-time  friend,  Mrs. 
Roy  Inabnett  who  made  a  "This  is  Your  Life"  presentation.  Miss 
Searles  is  still  an  active  member  of  the  church  and  is  Editor  Emeri¬ 
tus. 


WONDERFUL  GIFT  —  Pictured  is  the  new  parsonage  belonging  to 
Day's  UMC  which  is  located  in  Liverpool.  The  parsonage,  which 
was  donated  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Guy  Allen,  is  located  in  Greensburg.  The 
property  was  given  to  the  church  upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  Allen.  A 
special  service  was  held  at  the  church  as  the  home  was  dedicated  to 
the  honor  and  glory  of  God.  The  home  is  currently  being  occupied  by 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  Rand  Guy.  Rev.  Guy  serves  as  the  church's  pastor. 


The  Reverend  Chris  H.  Andrews  recently  attended  his  first  meeting  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri.  He  is  shown  here  with  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr. 
(left),  Board  Chairperson,  and  Dr.  Lovett  H.  Weems  Jr.,  president  of 
Saint  Paul.  Rev.  Andrews  is  pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
is  the  Chairperson  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  He  is  a  graduate  of  St.  Paul. 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  —  University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  recently  cel¬ 
ebrated  its  42nd  Birthday  by  beginning  with  an  anniversary  worship 
service.  Rev.  Sale  Lilly,  a  former  pastor,  was  invited  to  preach.  A 
carnival  for  missions  was  held  with  great  success.  A  birthday  cake 
was  made  by  Mrs.  Liz  Perello  and  was  shared  by  all.  The  cake  listed 
names  of  all  pastors  of  University  for  the  last  42  years.  All  proceeds 
will  benefit  the  work  of  missionaries  David  and  Mary  Sue  Lowry,  the 
Samaritan  Counseling  Center  of  Lake  Charles,  and  other  missional 
outreaches.  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones  is  pastor. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Council  on  Ministries  of 
First  UMC  in  Many  is  currently 
conducting  a  video  tape  series,  “Fo¬ 
cus  on  the  Family”  by  Dr.  James  C. 
Dobson.  The  series,  which  is  being 
viewed  in  the  fellowship  hall,  began 
September  24  and  will  continue  un¬ 
til  November  12.  Rev.  Larry  D 
Norman  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  UM  Men  of  First  UMC, 
Amite  had  an  excellent  meeting  re¬ 
cently.  Approximately  20  members 
were  on  hand  to  hear  Dr.  Derris 
Ray  speak  on  medicine  and  the 
spiritual  aspects  of  healing.  A  spe¬ 
cial  thanks  goes  to  the  cook,  Man 
Theaux  and  her  assistant,  Deborah 
Harrelson  for  a  delicious  breakfast 
Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Members  of  Blanchard  UMC  re¬ 
cently  experienced  an  exciting  eve¬ 


ning  which  began  with  a  covered 
dish  supper,  followed  by  a  presenta¬ 
tion  by  Ester  L.  Hammond.  Ms. 
Hammond,  who  is  from  Bogalusa, 
shared  her  experiences  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  in  Liberia,  Africa,  with  much 
enthusiasm.  Everyone  who  attend¬ 
ed  learned  a  great  deal  from  her  talk 
and  also  realized  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  the  work  accomplished 
by  missionaries.  Rev.  Ellen  B.  Mon- 
tegudo  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  Welsh  recently  cel¬ 
ebrated  its  100th  anniversary  by 
hosting  a  celebration.  During  the  9 
a.m.  worship  service,  Rev.  Ira  Rob¬ 
inson.  a  former  pastor  of  the 
church,  preached  with  assistance 
from  former  pastor  Rev.  Michael 
McLaurin  and  Rev.  Donald  Mor¬ 
gan.  At  1 1:45  a.m.  the  church  host¬ 
ed  a  luncheon  for  the  visiting 


ministers.  Later  that  day,  an  open 
house  was  held  at  the  parsonage.  A 
buffet  supper  was  served.  Those  in 
attendance  were  presented  a  slide 
presentation  containing  a  history  of 
the  church  representing  the  past  100 
years.  The  day  came  to  a  close  with 
a  very  special  service  of  celebration 
which  was  officiated  by  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden.  Also  participating 
were  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady,  pastor  of 
Francis  Asbury  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith, 
Lake  Charles  District  Superinten¬ 
dent.  Rev.  Eddie  E.  Morgan  is  pastor. 
•  *  * 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC  in  New 
Orleans  is  conducting  a  Singles  on 
Sundays  Retreat  at  Camp  Istrouma 
in  Baton  Rouge  November  10  and 
1 1 .  The  two  day  retreat  will  be  led 
by  Rev.  Herbert  M.  “Bert”  Scott, 
Chaplain  of  Methodist  Students  at 


Emory  University  located  in  Atlan¬ 
ta,  Georgia.  Rev.  Scott’s  project, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Jim 
Fowler,  concerns  the  stages  of  faith 
development  of  young  adults.  For 
further  information  regarding  the 
retreat,  contact  Carol  Starks,  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC.  Rev.  Clyde  C. 
Frazier  Jr.  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Lakeview  UMC  in  Shreveport 
sponsored  “A  Disciplined  Prayer 
Workshop”  on  October  17  and  24. 
Participants  experienced  tech¬ 
niques  of  prayer  guided  by  biblical 
passages,  practiced  techniques  dur¬ 
ing  the  week,  shared  results,  and 
learned  about  the  fruit  of  such 
prayer  for  themselves,  the  Church, 
and  the  world.  Margaret  Glen,  Spir¬ 
itual  Director,  led  the  workshop. 
Rev.  Doug  Cain  is  pastor. 


Workshop  Slated 

There  will  be  a  workshop  on  “Developing  Skills  in  Planning  for  Ethnic 
Pastors”  Saturday,  November  11,  1989  at  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans. 

The  workshop  will  be  led  by  Dr.  C.  Leonard  Miller  of  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  staff  and  will  focus  on  definitions,  biblical  images,  vision¬ 
ing,  language,  and  processes  in  planning. 

The  workshop  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  and  conclude  at  3  p.m.  Interested 
persons  are  invited  to  attend. 


In  Memoriam 

Rev.  John  David  Strozier,  retired  Louisiana  Conference  minister, 
died  October  13,  1989.  Burial  took  place  Sunday,  October  15  in  Be- 
lah.  Rev.  Strozier  was  65  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Elaine. 

Lucille  P.  Goodwin,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  George  P.  Goodwin  died 
Tuesday,  October  1 7,  1 989.  She  was  93  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


Good  Samaritan  Countdown 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

Abused,  abandoned  and  neglected  children  ranging  in  age  from  birth  to 
fourteen  are  provided  loving  care  at  the  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW 
ORLEANS.  Emergency  shelter  is  provided  plus  rehabilitation,  therapeutic 
treatment  and  psychiatric  evaluation  in  a  family-type  atmosphere.  Con¬ 
tribute  to  the  GOOD  SAMARITAN  offering  on  November  19  —  this  will 
be  YOUR  CHANCE  TO  SHARE  with  these  SPECIAL  CHILDREN! 
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Churches  play  crucial  role  in  Namibia 


By  CEORCE  M.  HOUSER 

The  worship  service  I  attended  Oct. 
15  at  the  small  village  of  Okahau  in 
northern  Namibia  was  packed. 

After  the  benediction,  the  region¬ 
al  director  of  the  United  Nations 
contingent  in  Na¬ 
mibia  was  asked 
to  talk  about  the 
forthcoming  elec¬ 
tion,  which  the 
United  Nations  is 
supervising. 

For  45  minutes 
he  explained  to 
the  very  attentive 
congregation  how 
for  one  of  the  1 0  competing  parties. 

Churches  and  schools  all  over 
Namibia  will  be  involved  in  similar 
pre-election  presentations. 

My  admiration  for  the  job  the 
churches  are  doing  during  this  elec¬ 
tion  process  is  unbounded. 

This  country  is  one  of  the  most 
Christian  in  the  world.  Eighty  to  90 
percent  of  the  people  are  churchgoers, 
not  just  nominal  members. 

My  presence  in  Namibia  is  part  of 
the  churches’  initiative  to  help  moni¬ 
tor  the  freedom  and  fairness  of  the 
campaign  leading  to  the  elections. 

Included  on  my  monitoring  team 
were  the  recently  retired  United 
Methodist  bishop  of  West  Germany, 
Hermann  Sticher,  an  English  Quaker, 
and  a  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land.  We  traveled  widely,  concentrat¬ 
ing  on  northern  Namibia,  where  53 
percent  of  its  population  lives. 

Why  all  this  attention? 

Why  all  this  attention  to  Namibia? 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  Rev.  George  M. 
Houser  was  in  Namibia  during  October 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Council  of 
Churches  of  Namibia.  He  was  one  of 
several  international  church  represen¬ 
tatives  invited  to  monitor  preparations 
for  Nov.  7-11  elections  that  will  lead  to 
Namibia's  independence  from  South 
Africa  in  April  1990. 

Mr.  Houser  wrote  this  on-the-scene 
analysis  exclusively  for  the  Reporter. 
He  is  a  United  Methodist  minister 
(Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference) 
and  retired  director  of  the  American 
Committee  on  Africa  in  New  York. 


Its  population  is  small,  an  estimated 
1.2  million,  some  80,000  of  whom 
are  white.  Geographically,  however, 
it  is  equivalent  to  Oregon,  Washing¬ 
ton  and  California  combined. 

International  attention  is  drawn  to 
Namibia  for  several  reasons: 

■  It’s  Africa’s  last  colony.  And  its 
colonizer,  the  Republic  of  South  Af¬ 
rica,  has  foisted  its  policy  of  racial 
discrimination  (apartheid)  on  this 
country. 

■  An  armed  struggle  for  indepen¬ 
dence  has  been  in  progress  since 
1966  led  by  the  South  West  Africa 
Peoples  Organization. 

■  The  United  Nations  has  been 
intimately  involved  with  the  Na¬ 
mibian  situation  since  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  formation  44  years  ago. 

■  At  South  Africa’s  insistence, 
negotiations  for  Namibia’s  indepen¬ 
dence  have  linked  the  departure  of 
South  African  troops  from  Namibia 
to  the  departure  of  Cuban  troops 
from  Angola  to  the  north.  The  U.S. 
government  has  supported  this  link¬ 
age. 


Namibia’s  independence  is  par¬ 
ticularly  significant  for  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  which  has  dominated  the 
country  and  its  rich  mineral  re¬ 
sources  since  World  War  I. 

The  U.N.  Security  Council  adopt¬ 
ed  Resolution  435  in  1978  mandat¬ 
ing  a  procedure  for  Namibia  to 
achieve  independence. 

But  it  took  another  10  years  for 
South  Africa  to  agree  to  the  process. 
In  the  meantime,  guerrilla  warfare 
between  SWAPO  and  South  Afri¬ 
can-supported  troops  went  on  at  the 
cost  of  thousands  of  lives. 

Can  election  be  free,  fair? 

Can  the  election  in  early  Novem¬ 
ber  be  free  and  fair?  One  might  too 
easily  think  so  with  the  presence  of 
a  U.N.  military  force  of  more  than 
4,600,  a  U.N.  police  monitoring 
contingent  of  1,500  and  civilian 
poll  watchers,  etc. 

But  it  isn’t  that  simple.  South  Af¬ 
rica  is  fearful  that  SWAPO  will  win 
the  election — not  only  a  majority 
but  two-thirds,  which  would  give 


SWAPO  the  power  to  put  through 
its  own  constitution. 

South  Africa  has  tried  to  whittle 
away  at  SWAPO’s  political  strength 
by  encouraging  white  South  Afri¬ 
cans  who  formerly  lived  in  Namibia 
to  register  to  vote  in  southern  Na¬ 
mibia.  It  also  has  encouraged  Ango¬ 
lans  to  cross  the  border  in  the  north 
to  register  for  voting. 

Intimidation  has  become  com¬ 
mon  in  the  north  where  SWAPO 
has  overwhelming  support. 

South  Africa  has  refused  to  clamp 
down  on  acts  of  intimidation  that 
have  been  condoned,  or  actually 
participated  in,  by  members  of  the 
Namibian  police  force,  which  it 
dominates. 

Our  group  has  investigated  some 
of  those  incidents,  including  threats 
to  people  that  their  ballot  wouldn’t 
be  secret  and  that,  if  they  vote  for 
SWAPO,  they  would  suffer  negative 
consequences. 

Elections  will  be  on  schedule 

Despite  all  of  that,  I  believe  the 
elections  will  occur  on  schedule  and 
will  be  reasonably  free  and  fair. 

U.N.  officials  are  doing  a  good  job 
monitoring  the  process  although  they 
don’t  have  police  power.  The  pres¬ 
ence  of  U.N.  troops  and  U.N.  police 
monitors  has  had  a  quieting  effect. 

Barring  a  major  outbreak,  the 
election  will  be  held,  and  a  72-seat 
assembly  will  be  chosen  and  em¬ 
powered  to  write  a  constitution. 

Churches  deserve  credit  for  their 
efforts  to  promote  independence. 

The  U.N.  High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees  said  that  without 
churches,  the  41,000  Namibian  ref- 


George  Houser 

to  cast  a  ballot 


Here  I  Stand 


Here's  a  rare  opportunity  to  touch  UM  roots 


By  R.  SHELDON  DUECKER 

A  layperson  said  to  me  recently, 
“I  hunger  for  a  clear  sense  of  my 
United  Methodist  identity.’’  He 
feels  “lost”  in  an  environment 
where  United  Methodists  are  a  mi¬ 
nority.  He  wants  to  be  able  to  un¬ 
derstand  and  talk  about  his  United 
Methodist  faith  and  heritage. 

I  believe  members  of  our  church 
need  to  become  involved  in  a 
churchwide  study  and  discussion 
of  what  it  means  to  be  a  United 
Methodist  Christian  today! 

I  believe  such  study  is  an  ur¬ 
gent  need  in  our  church.  People 
in  organizations  tend  to  come  to¬ 
gether  around  common  beliefs 
and/or  common  tasks.  United 
Methodists  don’t  have  a  com¬ 
mon  understanding  of  basic 
Christian  beliefs.  My  lay  friend’s 
comment  is  typical  of  many 
United  Methodists  today. 

Some  people  estimate  that  50 
percent  of  our  clergy  members 
come  from  backgrounds  in  other 
denominations.  Forty-five  percent 
of  them  are  educated  in  non-Unit- 
ed  Methodist  seminaries. 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  | 
and  concerns 
about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  R. 

Sheldon  Duecker 
is  bishop  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism's 

Chicago  Area.  He  _  _ 

served  on  the  legislative  committee 
responsible  for  processing  the  new 
theological  statement  through  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to  ''Here  I  Stand/'  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


A  high  percentage  of  our 
church  members  have  come  from 
other  than  United  Methodist 
backgrounds.  We  can  no  longer 
assume  that  we  have  a  common 
understanding  of  what  it  means 
to  be  a  United  Methodist. 

Popular  theology  is  taught  to¬ 
day  by  the  TV  evangelists  and 
the  video  teachers  and  preachers 


who  package  their  beliefs  for  a 
mass  audience. 

Too  few  voices,  even  among 
United  Methodists,  are  helping 
us  to  understand  our  unique  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  larger  church. 

United  Methodists  have  a 
“once  in  a  lifetime”  opportunity 
to  get  in  touch  with  our  theologi¬ 
cal  roots.  The  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  adopted  the  report  of  the 
Study  Committee  on  our  Theolog¬ 
ical  Task  as  it  was  revised  by  the 
legislative  committee. 

The  General  Conference  di¬ 
rected  that  a  churchwide  study  of 
the  statement  be  undertaken  by 
all  United  Methodists  during  the 
1988-92  quadrennium. 

It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a 
concerted  and  wholehearted  ef¬ 
fort  to  discuss,  understand  and 
internalize  this  statement.  It  is 
hoped  that  such  involvement  will 
make  us  more  confident  about 
what  we  hold  in  common. 

The  statement  includes  materi¬ 
als  rooted  deeply  in  our  heritage, 
such  as  “The  Articles  of  Religion 
of  The  Methodist  Church,”  “The 


Confession  of  Faith  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  Church” 
and  “The  General  Rules  of  The 
Methodist  Church." 

It  also  includes  contemporary 
materials  in  the  sections  on  “Our 
Doctrinal  Heritage,"  “Our  Doc¬ 
trinal  History”  and  “Our  Theo¬ 
logical  Task.” 

Study  materials  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  to  assist  the  church  in  this 
opportunity.  These  will  be  avail¬ 
able  through  Cokesbury  Dec.  15. 
The  reprints  of  Section  II  from 
“The  Book  of  Discipline”  will 
sell  for  $  1  each. 

Copies  of  this  resource  should 
be  in  the  homes  of  every  United 
Methodist.  There  is  a  Leader’s 
Guide  that  was  written  by  a  local 
church  pastor. 

I  firmly  hope  that  all  United 
Methodists  will  get  involved  in 
this  opportunity.  I  hope  such  a 
study  will  help  us  address  the 
identity  crisis  that  exists  among 
United  Methodists,  will  help  us 
all  understand  the  biblical  foun¬ 
dation  of  our  teaching  and  beliefs, 
and  will  help  us  all  say,  “I’m  glad 
I’m  a  United  Methodist.” 


What  Others  are  saying  Welcome  to  our  new  readers  of  local  church  editions 


“Biblical  faith  forbids  tangible 
graven  images  but  revels  in  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  intangible  linguistic  ones.  . . . 
Linguistic  images  are  more  fleeting 
and  leave  more  room  for  the  imagi¬ 
nation.  ...  No  image  [of  God]  is  ad¬ 
equate.  To  select  one  image  and 
bow  down  to  it  is  idolatrous.” 

Brian  Wren,  British  Methodist 
hymn  writer 


An  Oct.  6  “Faith  Watch”  item  in 
some  editions  incorrectly  stated  that  a 
“Jesuit  priest”  from  Pittsburgh  had 
been  arrested  in  El  Salvador.  The  per¬ 
son  referred  to  was  actually  Roger 
Schrading,  a  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
person  from  Pittsburgh. 

Also,  an  Oct.  1 3  article  headlined. 


“Do  the  people  in  our  pews  find 
themselves  in  the  Bible  because  of 
our  preaching?  Our  people  need  this 
connection.  God  wants  to  display 
his  power  through  nobodies,  but  we 
have  tricked  the  kingdom  into  be¬ 
lieving  God  wants  to  work  only 
through  somebodies.” 

— Pete  Hammond,  InterVarsity 
Christian  Fellowship 


“Bishop  May  outlines  plans  for 
UMC’s  drug  war,”  incorrectly  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  dispatching  of  “church 
and  society  workers.”  It  should  have 
referred  to  “community  develop¬ 
ers.” 

The  Reporter  regrets  these  errors,. 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  1,800 
member-families  of  St.  Luke  “Com¬ 
munity”  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas,  Texas  (North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference)  and  375  member-families 
of  Richland  Hills  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas  (Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  more  than  360  local 
churches  across  the  United  States 
that  publish  special  editions  of  the 
Reporter.  These  editions  combine 
local  church  news  with  general  reli¬ 
gious  news  and  opinion  and  are 
mailed  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 
homes  of  all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Dallas 
and  Fort  Worth,  we  say,  “Welcome." 
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We  hope  you  find  your  new  church 
paper  interesting  and  informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  and 
opinion  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say  again, 
“Thank  you  for  reading  your  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter.” 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 


“Cast  all  your  anxieties  on  him, 
for  he  cares  about  you.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Genesis  1:31) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  5 

Monday:  Psalms  65:1-8 
Tuesday:  Psalms  65:9-1 3 
Wednesday:  Haggai  2:1-9 
Thursday:  Luke  19:1-10 
Friday:  Luke  19:11-27 
Saturday:  2  Thessalonians  1:5-12 
Sunday:  2  Thessalonians  1:1-12 


WOULD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO 

Namibian  refugees  prepare  to  leave  for  their  homes  in  the  north. 
The  U.N.  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees  has  said  that  without 
churches  the  41,000  Namibian  refugees  who  have  returned  to  their 
country  from  exile  couldn't  have  received  food,  transportation  and 
housing — not  to  mention  the  opportunity  to  vote  in  the  upcoming 
election. 


ugees  who  have  returned  to  their 
country  from  exile  could  not  have 
been  provided  food,  transportation 
and  housing  —  not  to  mention  the 
opportunity  to  vote  in  this  election. 

And  the  churches’  so-called  “3  R” 
program  (repatriation,  resettlement 


and  reconstruction)  has  played  an  in¬ 
dispensable  part  in  building  a  new 
and  independent  Namibia. 

A  U.N.  regional  director  in  the 
North  said  to  me:  “The  churches 
are  the  most  positive  and  progres¬ 
sive  force  in  the  country.” 


Faithfully  vonrs 

Thanks,  Jim,  for  helping 
end  silence  on  suicide 


Sadly,  I’m  no  stranger  to  the  trag¬ 
edy  of  suicide  in  the  lives  of  others. 

Compounding 
my  sadness  has 
been  the  discovery 
that  little  explicit 
guidance  exists  in 
Christian  teach¬ 
ings  for  dealing 
with  suicide. 

Amazingly,  The 
United  Methodist 
Church  had  nothing  to  say  on  the 
subject  until  our  top  legislative  body 
adopted  a  resolution  in  1988  entitled, 
“Suicide:  A  Challenge  to  Ministry.” 

So  it  was  gratifying  recently  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  review  copy  of  a  book  edited 
by  one  of  my  former  professors  at 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  the 
Rev.  James  T.  Clemons. 

Dr.  Clemons — “Jim,”  now  that  I 
don’t  write  term  papers  for  him — 
had  told  me  a  few  years  ago  about 
his  idea  for  the  book — “Sermons  on 
Suicide”  (Louisville,  Ky.:  Westmin¬ 
ster/John  Knox  Press,  1989). 

We  were  attending  a  meeting  to 
discuss  plans  for  the  church  resolu¬ 
tion  on  suicide  mentioned  above. 

As  we  strolled  through  an  under¬ 
ground  mall  in  a  Washington  suburb 
looking  for  a  place  to  eat  lunch,  Jim 
described  the  book’s  origin.  He  said 
it  had  nothing  directly  to  do  with 
personal  tragedy  as  I’d  imagined. 

Rather,  he  said,  his  curiosity  was 
aroused  by  research  he’d  done  as  a 
demonstration  for  one  of  his  classes. 
As  a  biblical  scholar,  he  was  surprised 
to  learn  that  the  Scriptures  contain  lit¬ 
tle  that  deals  specifically  with  suicide. 

And  the  moral  teachings  and  atti¬ 
tudes  he  could  find  in  Christian  tra¬ 


dition  were  typically  judgmental  and 
punitive  (for  example,  refusing  burial 
for  people  who  committed  suicide). 

It  seemed  to  him  that  the  teachings, 
such  as  they  were,  were  inconsistent 
with  the  Gospel  message  of  love  and 
hope.  Jim’s  pastoral  instincts  told  him 
a  need  existed  to  replace  the  church’s 
cruel  near-silence  on  suicide  with 
compassionate,  redemptive  openness. 

The  result,  besides  the  church  reso¬ 
lution  and  articles  Jim  has  since  pub¬ 
lished  on  suicide,  was  the  book  that 
sits  on  my  desk:  a  collection  of  ser¬ 
mons  by  1 3  preachers  including  such 
intriguing  titles  as  “Hearing  the  Cry,” 
“Soul  at  the  End  of  Its  Rope”  and 
“Suicide:  An  Unpardonable  Sin?” 

I  commend  the  book  to  pastors 
and  laypeople  as  an  unusual  and 
rich  volume.  Many  will  find  within 
it  needed  words  of  guidance  and 
comfort.  Others  will  be  challenged 
to  think  deeply  about  a  topic  that 
includes  some  of  the  most  perplex¬ 
ing  questions  about  life  and  death. 

But  I  also  commend  my  friend 
and  former  teacher,  Jim  Clemons. 
He  turned  what  could  have  re¬ 
mained  merely  a  classroom  exercise 
into  a  labor  of  love  to  help  people  in 
emotional,  moral  and  spiritual  pain. 

Jim  and  other  similarly  dedicated 
seminary  teachers  of  our  future  pas¬ 
tors  often  are  accused  of  living  aloof 
in  “ivory  towers.”  Don’t  believe  it. 

In  countless  direct  and  indirect 
ways,  they’re  helping  us  all  to  connect 
“real  life”  to  our  Christian  faith.  And 
through  books  such  as  Jim’s,  they’re 
often  our  unseen  pastors  as  well. 

— STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Mr.  Swecker  is  the  Reporter's  Faith 
Forum  page  editor. 


Stephen  Swecker 
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Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0871 
Telephone  (615)  340-7342 


United  Methodist  Student  Day 


Higher  education 
is  still  only  a  dream 
for  many. 

Give  to  the  United 
Methodist  Student  Day 
offering. 

November  26,  1989 


NOVEMBER  3,  1989 
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_ _ .watch 

GROWTH  'GATHERING':  An  esti¬ 
mated  5,000  United  Methodists  are  expected  to 
attend  a  1990  conference  on  congregational 
growth  and  personal  spiritual  development. 
Billed  as  “The  Gathering,”  the  event  is  set  for 
Oct.  31-Nov.  4  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  A  center- 
piece  for  the  conference  will  be  the  release  of  a 
churchwide  pastoral  letter  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  on  “Vital  Congrega¬ 
tions — Faithful.  Disciples.”  That  letter  is  to 
provide  a  blueprint  for  building  stronger,  more 
relevant,  spiritual  and  Bible-literate  local  con¬ 
gregations. 

A  SIGN  OF  HOPE:  Mass  marches 
against  apartheid  in  South  Africa  are  signs  of 
hope  for  the  future,  said 
Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba, 
leader  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa. 

“When  people  reach  this 
stage,  freedom  cannot  be 
far  ahead,”  he  said.  During 
the  recent  meeting  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council 
in  Switzerland,  the  bishop 
said,  “The  church  in  South  Africa  is  becoming 
the  voice  of  the  voiceless”  and  is  a  sign  of  hope 
in  its  persistent  calls  for  negotiation  and  recon¬ 
ciliation. 

PROGRAM,  HIRING  FREEZE: 

Faced  with  a  projected  $303,000  budget  deficit 
for  1 990,  elected  directors  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  social-action  agency  have  frozen  program 
spending,  staff  salaries  and  hiring  at  1989  lev¬ 
els.  In  addition,  directors  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  decided  that  “no  elected 
or  program  staff  employment  arrangements 
(would)  be  extended,  at  this  time,  beyond  June 
30,  1990.”  Directors  called  for  a  study  of  struc¬ 
ture,  personnel  and  priorities.  A  report  is  due  at 
the  board’s  March  15-18  meeting. 

NOT  FOLLOWING  CODE:  Both 

national  governments  and  manufacturers  of  in¬ 
fant  formula  are  falling  short  of  World  Health 
Organization  standards  for  the  marketing  and 
use  of  breast-milk  substitutes.  That’s  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  a  16-nation  survey  reported  to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society.  “All  the  countries  surveyed  have 
taken  some,  but  not  all,  the  steps  required  to 
come  into  compliance  with  the  organization’s 
code,"  said  Sara  Shingler,  chairwoman  of  an  In¬ 
fant  Formula  Task  Force.  The  report  was  based 
on  2,108  interviews  conducted  during  1984-87 
with  hospital  and  other  medical  personnel  in 
the  16  nations,  government  officials,  retailers 
and  individuals. 

FIJI  METHODISTS  ACCUSED: 

Top  officials  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
hawe  expressed  shock  at  the  arson  of  three  Hin¬ 
du  temples  and  a  Moslem  mosque  in  Fiji  Oct. 
14.  The  fires  were  allegedly  set  by  a  group  of 
young  people  identified  as  members  of  a  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  fellowship.  The  World  Methodist 
Council,  based  in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  issued 
a  statement  Oct.  23  “deploring  these  acts,  for 
they  contradict  Methodist  belief  and  practice.” 
The  burnings  come  at  a  particularly  bad  time 
for  Methodists  in  Fiji.  Over  the  past  year  the 
Methodist  community  has  been  bitterly  divided 
over  the  question  of  work  on  Sundays. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 


Bishop  Mogoba 


40  named  to  evangelism  hall  of  fame 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
What  do  world-renowned  evan¬ 
gelist  E.  Stanley  Jones  and  noted 
liberation  theologian  Mortimer 
Arias  have  in  common? 

Both  were  named  to  a  new 
evangelism  “hall  of  fame”  last 
week  by  The  Foundation  for 
Evangelism.  That’s  an  autono¬ 
mous  United  Methodist  organi¬ 
zation  devoted  to  expanding  the 
church's  evangelistic  efforts. 

The  late  Dr.  Jones  and  Dr. 
Arias  were  two  of  40  people,  liv¬ 
ing  and  dead,  honored  Oct.  28  by 
the  foundation’s  board  of  trust¬ 
ees  (see  complete  listing  below). 

Trustees  say  they  think  the 
naming  of  an  evangelism  “hall  of 
fame”  marks  the  first  time  a 


mainline  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tion  has  identified  its  best-known 
evangelists  as  a  single  group. 

The  announcement  of  the  “40 
distinguished  evangelists  from 
the  Methodist  world” — picked 
an  independent  committee  of 
UM  bishops,  pastors  and  laypeo- 
ple — came  during  a  celebration 
of  the  evangelism  foundation’s 
40th  anniversary. 

Ironically,  the  foundation  found 
itself  embroiled  in  a  controversy 
earlier  this  year  when  it  withdrew  a 
$125,000  grant  for  a  proposed  pro¬ 
fessorship  of  evangelism  to  honor 
Dr.  Jones  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Iliff  School  ofTheology. 

Compounding  the  irony,  the 
withdrawal  of  funds  was  made  af¬ 
ter  the  Denver  school  named  Dr. 
Arias,  a  Uruguayan  and  former 


plan 


UM  Women 
to  promote  literacy 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  want  you  to  help 
someone  acquire  a  skill  you  might 
be  taking  for  granted — reading. 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries — which  recommends  pro¬ 
grams  and  policies  to  local  United 
Methodist  Women’s  groups — vot¬ 
ed  last  month  to  mobilize  United 
Methodists  next  year  to  work  in 
literacy  programs  worldwide. 

The  recommendation  follows  a 
U.N.  proclamation  calling  1990 
“International  Literacy  Year.” 
The  United  Nations  has  asked 
member  states  to  help  “eradicate 
illiteracy  by  the  year  2000." 

Esther  Madriz,  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  staff  executive  for  constitu¬ 
ency  education,  said  1  billion 
adults  don’t  have  opportunities  to 
become  literate.  Of  those,  99  per¬ 
cent  live  in  relatively  undevel¬ 
oped  countries.  Countries  most 
seriously  affected  are  in  Africa 
and  the  Middle  East,  where  the  il¬ 
literacy  rate  is  about  55  percent. 

“In  all  regions  of  the  world, 
women  have  a  higher  illiteracy 
rate  than  men,”  said  Ms.  Madriz. 
“In  fact,  the  illiteracy  rate  for 
women  worldwide  is  35  percent  as 
compared  to  20  percent  for  men.” 

Women’s  Division  officials  are 
to  ask  annual  conference  leaders 
of  United  Methodist  Women  to: 

/  Learn  about  the  effects  that 
illiteracy  has  on  the  adult  popu¬ 
lation,  especially  among  women 
and  their  children,  at  local,  na¬ 
tional  and  international  levels. 

/  Participate  in  literacy  proj¬ 
ects  in  local  communities  as  part 
of  United  Methodist  Women 


mission  work  and  social-action 
programs. 

/  Promote  literacy  in  colleges, 
churches  and  women’s  organiza¬ 
tions. 

f  Become  informed  about  and 
support  national  legislation  re¬ 
garding  literacy  and  the  right  to 
learn. 

The  Women’s  Division  is  also 
to  work  with  its  sister  divisions 
within  the  church’s  global  mis¬ 
sions  board — World  and  Nation¬ 
al — on  boardwide  programs 
during  the  international  literacy 
year. 

In  other  recent  actions  the 
Women’s  Division: 

■  Voted  to  appropriate  $5.2 
million  each  to  the  board's  Na¬ 
tional  and  World  program  divi¬ 
sions  in  1990  (an  increase  of 
$121,687)  and  $1.1  million  for 
the  board’s  Mission  Education 
and  Cultivation  Department. 
The  total  Women’s  Division 
budget  is  $19.9  million. 

■  Continued  a  program  to 
boost  undesignated  giving  from 
United  Methodist  Women  to  $24 
million  in  1990.  In  1988,  the  to¬ 
tal  was  $19.2  million  from  wom¬ 
en’s  units  in  the  church's  72  U.S. 
annual  conferences.  Thirty-seven 
women  have  volunteered  to  visit 
specific  annual  conferences  other 
than  their  own  to  ask  United 
Methodist  Women  to  increase 
their  pledges. 

■  Voted  to  stop  using  non-bio- 
degradable  plastic  and  Styrofoam 
products  in  all  Women’s  Division 
meetings  and  events.  The  divi¬ 
sion  is  to  encourage  all  confer¬ 
ence,  district  and  local  units  of 
United  Methodist  Women  as  well 
as  all  mission  institutions  it  owns 
to  adopt  the  same  practice. 


bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Bolivia,  to  the  evangelism  post. 

The  foundation's  director  at  the 
time,  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Kinder, 
cited  “theological  differences”  as 
the  reason  for  the  withdrawal. 

Retired  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt 
Jr.,  interim  foundation  president, 
said  before  the  “hall  of  fame”  an¬ 
nouncement  that  he  regards  Dr. 
Arias  “as  a  great  evangelist." 

“Eve  known  him  for  20  years, 
and  he’s  an  evangelist  all  the  way 
through,"  Bishop  Hunt  said. 

Bishop  Hunt  said  he  and  the 
foundation’s  trustees  “are  pained" 

by  the  furor  over  the  Arias  ap¬ 
pointment.  He  said  the  current  re¬ 


lationship  between  Iliff  and  the 
foundation  is  “amicable." 

However,  he  said,  the  anony¬ 
mous  donor  of  the  funds  for  the 
Iliff  grant  has  re-allocated  the 
money,  making  it  no  longer  avail¬ 
able  for  the  Iliff  professorship. 

Bishop  Hunt  said  Dr.  Arias  had 
planned  to  attend  the  foundation’s 
40th  anniversary  celebration  but 
had  to  cancel  at  the  last  minute 
because  of  serious  illness. 

During  the  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration  Bishop  Hunt  announced 

that  foundation  trustees  had 
adopted  16  guidelines  for  future 
negotiations  concerning  funds 
for  evangelism  professorships  at 


United  Methodist  seminaries. 

Representatives  of  the 
church's  13  seminaries  are  to  re¬ 
view  the  guidelines  at  the  No¬ 
vember  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  United  Methodist 
Theological  Schools,  he  said. 

The  faculty  of  Wesley  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  had  already  ap¬ 
proved  the  guidelines,  he  said, 
and  they  would  be  the  basis  for 
joint  efforts  to  establish  an  E. 
Stanley  Jones  professorship  at 
the  school  in  Washington. 

“If  we'd  had  these  guidelines 
earlier,  the  Iliff  incident  would 
never  have  occurred  if  both  par¬ 
ties  had  been  faithful  to  them,” 
Bishop  Hunt  said. 


Here  are  the  distinguished  UM  evangelists 

Deceased  Honorees 


MARY  MCLEOD  BETHUNE— Founder 
and  first  president  of  Bethune-Cookman 
College,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

GUY  BLACK— Minister  and  Board  of 
Evangelism  staff  member  noted  for  pio¬ 
neering  work  in  visitation  evangelism. 

JOHN  C.  BROOMFIELD— Second  Meth¬ 
odist  Protestant  elected  bishop  follow¬ 
ing  1939  unification. 

VIOLETA  CAVALLERO— Crusade  Schol¬ 
ar  at  Scarritt  College,  native  of  Monte¬ 
video,  Uruguay,  known  throughout 
Latin  America  as  an  evangelist,  teacher, 
professor,  deaconess,  hymn  writer  and 
radio  preacher. 

JOHN  R.  CHURCH — General  evangelist 
of  The  Methodist  Church  nationally 
known  as  a  camp-meeting  preacher. 

RALPH  SPAULDING  CUSHMAN— Bish¬ 
op  of  The  Methodist  Church  known  for 
his  ministry  In  great  pulpits  and  poetry 
of  the  Christian  life. 

HARRY  DENMAN— Alabama  layman  cel¬ 
ebrated  for  his  evangelistic  fervor  and  elo¬ 
quence  and  his  personal  austerity, 
founder  of  the  Foundation  for  Evangelism. 

CHARLES  GOFF — Longtime  minister  at 
Chicago  Temple  known  for  down-to- 
earth,  practical  pulpit  eloquence. 

J.W.  GOLDEN — Black  minister  from 
Mississippi,  staff  member  of  the  Board 
of  Evangelism,  father  of  Bishop  Charles 
F.  Golden. 

ROBERT  E.  GOODRICH  JR.— Longtime 
minister  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Dallas, 
celebrated  throughout  the  United  States 
for  his  pastoral  evangelistic  preaching  and 
his  creative  work  with  church  drama,  pio¬ 
neer  In  TV  preaching. 

J.  WALLACE  HAMILTON— Canadian 
who  made  Pasadena  Methodist  Church 
In  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  famous  first  as  a 
"drlve-ln"  church  and  then  as  one  of 
the  great  congregations  of  America. 

E.  STANLEY  JONES— Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  to  India  and  the  world,  founder 
of  the  Ashram  movement,  prolific,  best¬ 
selling  author. 

GERALD  KENNEDY— Bishop  and  cele¬ 
brated  Methodist  preacher,  pastor  and 
author;  Beecher  Lecturer  at  Yale. 

HELEN  KIM— Korean  Methodist  educa¬ 
tor;  president  of  Ewha  Woman's  Univer¬ 
sity,  Seoul,  Korea;  pioneer  In  the 
women's  movement  of  Methodism. 

ARTHUR  JAMES  MOORE— Pastor  of 
great  churches  (Birmingham,  Ala.,  and 
San  Antonio,  Texas),  Methodist  and 
United  Methodist  bishop,  president  of 


the  Board  of  Mission,  active  in  the 
world  Methodist  movement,  author. 

E.V.  MOORMAN — Illinois  layman,  busi¬ 
nessman,  founder  of  the  Laymen’s 
Trust  for  Evangelism,  strong  supporter 
of  Harry  Denman’s  early  pioneering 
work. 

JOHN  R.  MOTT— Perhaps  the  best- 
known  Methodist  layman  of  this  century, 
Nobel  laureate,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Student  Volunteer  Movement  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

REUBIN  MUELLER  — Bishop  In  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church 
and  The  United  Methodist  Church,  one 
of  the  architects  of  the  1968  union, 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

DANIEL  T.  NILES — Ceylonese  evange¬ 
list,  Beecher  Lecturer  at  Yale,  leader  in 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  prolific 
author. 

GEORGE  OUTEN— Distinguished  black 
preacher  known  for  evangelistic  empha¬ 
sis,  general  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

ALBERT  COOK  OUTLER— Wesleyan 
theologian,  professor  at  Yale  and 
Southern  Methodist  universities,  lead¬ 
ing  Protestant  participant  in  Vatican  II, 
principal  writer  of  the  1972  United 
Methodist  theological  statement,  editor 
of  the  Wesley  Sermons. 

W.E.  SANGSTER— Minister  of  West¬ 
minster  Central  Hall,  London,  evange¬ 
list  and  author. 

EARL  ARNETT  SEAMANDS— Mission¬ 
ary  to  India,  named  "Missionary  of  the 
Century"  by  the  Christian  community  of 
South  India. 

CHARLES  C.  SELECMAN— President  of 
Southern  Methodist  University,  bishop 
of  The  Methodist  Church  and  the  first 
president  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism. 

ROY  L.  SMITH — Preacher  and  pastor  of 
great  churches,  editor  of  "The  Christian 
Advocate,"  prolific  author. 

MARY  CULLER  WHITE— Pioneer  mis¬ 
sionary  to  China  before  the  communist 
revolution,  Indomitable  feminist  before 
the  word  was  coined. 

Living  Honorees 

MORTIMER  ARIAS— Latin  American 
theologian  known  for  lifelong  emphasis 
on  evangelism,  scholar,  author,  former 
bishop,  president  of  the  Methodist  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Costa  Rica. 

EMILIO  CASTRO  — Latin  American 
evangelist  and  preacher,  now  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Council  of 


Churches. 

MAXIE  D.  DUNNAM— Senior  minister 
of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church, 
Memphis;  former  world  editor  of  "The 
Upper  Room." 

DONALD  ENGLISH— British  Methodist 
minister  and  author  who  has  held  most 
of  the  great  appointments  In  the  British 
Methodist  Church,  leader  In  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

ABDUL  AKBAR  HAQQ— Crusade  schol¬ 
ar  whose  father  was  a  famous  convert 
from  Islam,  world  evangelist  In  Urdu, 
Hindi  and  English  languages,  associate 
of  Billy  Graham. 

ABEL  HENDRICKS— Methodist  leader 
in  South  Africa,  foe  of  apartheid,  recipi¬ 
ent  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
Peace  Award. 

RALPH  HOLDEMAN  — Leader  In  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church 
and  its  secretary  of  evangelism,  asso¬ 
ciate  executive  director  of  evangelism 
for  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  a 
founder  of  the  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes,  noted  sculptor. 

SAM  KAMALESON— Vice  president  of 
World  Vision,  noted  preacher  and  sing¬ 
er,  world  evangelist,  native  of  Madras, 
India. 

JOHN  ED  MATHISON— Senior  minister 
of  Frazer  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Montgomery.  Ala.,  currently 
the  fastest  growing  United  Methodist 
congregation;  member  and  officer  of 
the  General  Board  of  Dlscipleship. 

EDMUND  W.  ROBB — General  evange¬ 
list  and  a  founder,  with  Albert  Outler,  of 
A  Foundation  for  Theological  Education 
(an  organization  that  helps  fund  termi¬ 
nal  degrees  for  evangelical  United 
Methodist  students). 

ROY  HUNTER  SHORT— Bishop  of  The 
Methodist  and  United  Methodist 
churches,  former  world  editor  of  "The 
Upper  Room." 

G.  ERNEST  THOMAS— Longtime  senior 
minister  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Birmingham,  Mich.,  sometime 
member  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism 
staff,  author. 

WALTER  TOWNER— Specialist  In  the 
recruitment  and  discipling  of  young 
people,  leader  in  the  Caravan  move¬ 
ment,  Scarritt  College  leader  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  evangelism. 

ALAN  WALKER— Australian  Methodist 
minister  knighted  by  Queen  Elizabeth, 
known  for  his  effective  blending  of  per¬ 
sonal  and  social  emphases,  immediate 
past  director  of  evangelism  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 


CANDLELIGHT  SERVICES  POSSIBLE  AGAIN 
WITH 


THE  TORCH  CANDLE® 


THESE  CANDLES  PROVIDE  A  UNIQUE 
CONCEPT  FOR  CHURCH  CANDLELIGHT 
SERVICES. 


A.  NON-FLAMABLE  CUP. 
allows  local  fire  department 

to  approve  Church  candlelight 
services,  instead  of  taking 
unnecessary  risks. 

B.  COLLECTS  WAX, 
maintains  cleanliness,  stops 
wax  dripping  on  people's  hands 
and  clothing. 

C.  SHIELDS  THE  FLAME, 
thereby  far  safer  than  present 
candles  with  paper  disks. 

D  REUSABLE, 

cup  can  be  used  repeatedly  for 
more  services. 

E.  TRANSPARENT  CUP, 

flame  shines  through  the  cup,  thereby 
enhancing  your  candlelight  service 

F.  DIFFERENT  COLOURS, 

cups  can  be  ordered  in  the  colours: 
RED,  CLEAR  or  BLUE. 


G.  THE  PRICE,  (CUP  AND  CANDLE) 
packaged  100/box  USS  79,00/bx 

packaged  400/case  US$289.00/cs 

FREE  shipping 


H.  CANDLE  SIZE: 
CUP  SIZE: 


T  x  W 

2V4"  DIAM  (TOP) 
1%"  DIAM  (BTM) 
2H”  HIGH 


Prices  for  quantities  over  1,200,  upon  request. 


NEWVILLE  88  CORPORATION 

260  Adelaide  Street  East 
Toronto,  Canada  M5A  1N1 
Tel:  (416)  540-8656 
Fax:  (416)  258-6950 


TOLL  FREE 
1-800-387-1044 


Drug  war: 

By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  “real  evangelism” 
through  substance-abuse  programs 

That’s  what  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Department  said  last  month  in 
approving  a  department-wide  ini¬ 
tiative  on  substance-abuse  ministries 

"This  (anti-drug  effort)  is  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  real  evangelism,”  said 
Judy  Hunt,  staff  executive  for  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Department 
“We’re  showing  people  that  we’re 
real  Christians  by  trying  to  help 
them  take  control  of  their  lives  and 
communities.” 

Elected  directors  of  the  mission 
board’s  health  unit  approved  a  na¬ 
tional  plan  to  assist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  this  anti-drug  effort. 

Directors  also  set  aside  $100,000 
for  each  of  the  next  three  years  from 
the  Harry  R.  Kendall  Home  and 
Hospital  Fund.  The  money  is  to  be 
used  for  local  substance-abuse  proj¬ 
ects  for  the  aged  and  for  needy 
black  children. 

Many  examples  of  innovative 
programs  dealing  with  substance 
abuse  are  available.  Ms.  Hunt  said. 
Those  include  ones  at  Glide  Memo¬ 
rial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Francisco  (see  related  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue);  Hoover 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.;  and  Downs  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Oak¬ 
land,  Calif. 


A  chance  for  'real  evangelism' 


But  she  said  many  United  Meth¬ 
odists  “think  that  substance-abuse 
ministries  aren't  a  priority  in  their 
communities,  especially  if  they 
don't  know  someone  with  this  prob¬ 
lem.” 

“If  no  one  in  your  local  church  is 
known  to  use  drugs,  you  still  have  a 
responsibility  to  reach  out  to  the 
disinherited,”  Ms.  Hunt  said. 
“Drug  abuse  is  not  a  criminal  issue. 
It’s  a  public-health  issue.” 

Ms.  Hunt  said  some  ways  United 
Methodists  can  address  substance 
abuse  and  alcoholism  are  through: 


■  Homeless  shelters. 

■  Hospitals. 

■  Employee-assistance  programs. 

■  Child-care  facilities. 

■  Rural  community  centers. 

For  its  own  part,  the  mission 
board's  health  and  welfare  depart¬ 
ment  plans  to: 

■  Work  with  other  units  in  the 
mission  board  on  substance-abuse 
programs. 

■  Address  substance  abuse  on  the 
international  level. 

■  Work  with  other  church  boards 
and  agencies  to  develop  Christian 


education  materials  for  all  age  levels. 

■  Work  with  ecumenical  groups 
and  networks. 

■  Work  with  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  initiative  against  drug  abuse. 

■  Poll  annual  conference-related 
institutions  (such  as  camps,  hospi¬ 
tals,  homes,  schools)  to  determine 
how  they  can  be  resources. 

■  Sponsor  a  two-day  seminar  for 
pastors,  community  developers  and 
local  church  leaders  who  want  to 
create  a  mission  response  to  the 
drug  crisis. 


13  churches  named  for  anti-drug  effort 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

CAPITOL  HEIGHTS,  Md.— 
The  13  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  that  will  be  involved 
in  the  denomination's  model 
anti-drug  project  were  formally 
named  in  a  covenant  service  Oct. 
23. 

The  Washington  area  churches 
are  Bells,  Capitol  Heights,  Com¬ 
munity,  Corkran  Memorial. 
Gethsemane,  Grace,  Hughes  Me¬ 
morial,  Jones  Memorial,  Randall 
Memorial,  Ryland-Epworth,  St. 
Paul,  Shaw  and  Westphalia. 

Representatives  of  the  13 
churches  are  to  meet  Nov.  16 
with  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Har¬ 
risburg,  Pa..  Area)  and  Baltimore 


Annual  Conference  leaders  to 
outline  a  specific  agenda  for  their 
work  in  the  yearlong  initiative. 

About  25  possible  tasks  have 
been  identified,  the  bishop  said. 

Bishop  May  has  been  asked  by 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  to  lead  the  drug  initia¬ 
tive  and  ministry  to  people  vic¬ 
timized  by  the  drug  traffic  and 
abuse  in  the  nation. 

In  the  month-long  process  lead¬ 
ing  up  to  the  covenant  service, 
Bishops  Joseph  H.  Yeakel 
(Washington  Area),  Bishop  May 
and  conference  leaders  chose  the 
predominantly  black  Anacostia 
section  of  southeast  Washington 
and  adjoining  Prince  Georges 
County,  Md.,  as  the  site  for  the 


project. 

The  13  churches  in  the  pilot 
project  are  situated  in  an  easily 
defined  geographic  area  that  re¬ 
ceives  few  social  and  economic 
resources  from  the  city  and  fed¬ 
eral  government.  Bishop  Yeakel 
said. 

A  few  participating  churches 
already  have  drug  counseling  and 
outreach  programs. 

Bishop  May  said  his  program 
will  strengthen  the  local  United 
Methodist  congregations  “by 
helping  them  live  out  their  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  Gospel  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ”  and  by  fostering 
cooperation  between  local 
churches  and  social,  community 
and  government  leaders. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

^connections 

MISSION  EXEC  TO  RETIRE: 

Theressa  Hoover,  chief  executive  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Women's  Division,  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  she  plans  to  re¬ 
tire  Dec.  31,  1990.  Ms. 

Hoover  has  headed  the  divi¬ 
sion  since  1968.  She  initially 
joined  the  staff  of  a  predeces¬ 
sor  organization — the  Wom¬ 
en's  Division  of  Christian 
Service — as  a  field  worker  in  Theressa  Hoover 
1948.  The  Women’s  Division  personnel  commit¬ 
tee  is  to  search  for  a  new  division  chief  executive 
and  recommend  a  person  sometime  next  year. 

THE  BARE  NECESSITIES:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  is  trying  to  cut  the  costs  of  its  annual 
meetings  in  New  York.  Elected  directors  voted 
that  the  full  mission  board’s  two  yearly  meetings 
be  conducted  over  a  weekend  to  get  reduced  air 
fares.  The  mission  board’s  Research  and  Devel¬ 
opment  Committee  had  asked  that  the  board’s 
spring  meetings  be  shortened  by  one  day,  but 
that  recommendation  was  not  passed.  In  April 
the  178  elected  directors  asked  for  more  cost-cut¬ 
ting  measures  when  they  learned  that  bills  for 
three  previous  meetings  totaled  $  1  million. 

PUBLIC  FORUM:  Elected  members  of 
the  General  Board  of  Pensions  plan  to  hear  con¬ 
cerns  from  people  across  the  church  Nov.  14  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  A  one-hour  public  forum  is 
scheduled  to  begin  at  2  p.m.  That’s  just  before 
the  pension  agency  starts  its  fall  meeting.  Peo¬ 
ple  interested  in  making  a  presentation  during 
this  session  should  contact  the  Rev.  Allen  M. 
Mayes,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  Ill.  60201,  to 
request  a  slot  on  the  agenda. 

SUPPORT  FOR  MINERS:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  mission  board  has  sided  with  the 
United  Mine  Workers  in  the  continuing  strike 
against  the  Pittston  Coal  Corp.  According  to  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  has  charged  the  company  with  refusing  to 
bargain  in  good  faith  and  with  unfair  labor 
practices.  Members  of  the  National  Church  and 
Community  Workers’  Organization,  which  is 
related  to  the  mission  board’s  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division,  as  well  as  the  United  Methodist 
Appalachian  Development  Committee,  are  also 
supporting  the  striking  miners. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Glide  UMC  was  ' happening '  before  quake 


'We're  jolted  but  sayin'  'yes'  to  life' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Glide 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  refused  to  be  shut 
down  during  the  major  earth¬ 
quake  that  recently  jolted 
Northern  California. 

During  the  first  three  days 
after  the  quake,  “Mo’s  Kitch¬ 
en"  fed  some  15,000  people, 
according  to  the  Rev.  A.  Cecil- 
Williams.  That’s  nearly  double 
the  usual  numbers. 

Food  lines  stretched  for 
three  blocks  after  local  TV  and 
radio  stations  announced  that 


Glide  was  one  of  the  main 
downtown  feeding  sites. 

“We’ve  been  shaken;  we’ve 
been  jolted;  but  we’re  saying 
yes  to  life,”  Mr.  Williams  said. 

In  response  to  an  appeal 
from  Mr.  Williams,  Candle¬ 
stick  Park  officials  donated 
thousands  of  hot  dogs  that  had 
been  intended  for  the  canceled 
Game  3  of  the  World  Series. 
Bakers  of  Paris  sent  a  truck 
with  300  loaves  of  French 
bread,  according  to  local  news 
reports. 

Glide  was  featured  on  CBS- 
TV’s  “48  Hours"  Oct.  19,  the 


second  day  after  the  quake. 
Then  donations  started  pour¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Williams  said,  includ¬ 
ing  one  woman  who  walked  in 
off  the  street  and  wrote  a 
check  for  $50. 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  was 
most  concerned  about  the  men¬ 
tal  states  of  people  in  the  drug- 
recovery  program,  since  the 
quake  had  left  them  with  a 
sense  that  they  were  no  longer 
in  control  of  themselves. 

Glide  Memorial  UMC  itself 
reportedly  sustained  minimal 
damage,  primarily  superficial 
cracks  in  walls. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  FRANCISCO— “When 
you  read  the  Bible,  don’t  think  of 
it  as  happening  ’then.’  Think  of  it 
as  happening  now!” 

The  speaker  was  Lynn  Bratcher. 
She’s  a  member  of  Glide  Memori¬ 
al  United  Methodist  Church  and 
one  of  the  1,800-member  down¬ 
town  congregation’s  vast  corps  of 
volunteers. 

She  was  telling  what  being  a 
member  of  Glide  had  taught  her 
about  the  Christian  faith.  She 
easily  could  have  been  describing 
Glide  itself: 

It’s  happening  now! 

For  Ms.  Bratcher,  who  helps 
counsel  some  300  people  seeking 
help  each  week  at  Glide’s  Crisis 
Center,  “now”  was  a  time 
months  earlier  when  she  was  “on 
the  streets.”  Glide  volunteers 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS 
BY  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

The  Rev.  Cecil  Williams  (above 
right)  embraces  Lizza  Gadlin,  a 
participant  in  Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church's 
pioneering  "Facts  on  Crack" 
drug-recovery  program.  A  Sun¬ 
day  worship  "Celebration" 
(right)  gathers  momentum  to 
the  accompaniment  of  soul 
music  and  a  light  show. 


helped  her  find  a  place  to  live. 

Ms.  Bratcher  now  finds  shelter 
for  others.  She  estimated  that,  on 
a  given  day  even  before  the  recent 
earthquake,  she  located  tempo¬ 
rary  housing  for  as  many  as  100 
of  the  1,000  or  more  homeless 
people  in  Glide’s  neighborhood, 
San  Francisco’s  drugs-  and  sex¬ 
dealing  “Tenderloin”  district. 

'A  chance  to  give  back' 

“When  you  come  here  [to 
Glide]  and  get  fed,  you  have  a 
need  to  give  back,”  Ms.  Bratcher 
said.  “Glide  offers  people  a 
chance  to  give  back.” 

The  “giving  back”  happening 


on  a  typical  day  at  Glide  under 
the  whirlwind  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  A.  Cecil  Williams,  senior 


pastor  since  1963,  is  staggering. 

In  addition  to  the  referral  and 
counseling  service  offered  by  the 
Crisis  Center,  the  congregation 
provides — at  no  or  low  cost  to  re¬ 
cipients — 28  direct  services  in¬ 
volving  more  than  1 00  volunteers 
daily. 

Those  services  include: 

■  “Mo’s  Kitchen,”  which  serves 
some  3,000  meals  each  day — 
breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner. 

■  “Facts  on  Crack,”  one  of  the 
first  and  largest  crack-cocaine  re¬ 
covery  programs  in  the  country. 
Based  on  the  model  of  an  extend¬ 
ed  family,  the  program  offers  a 
support  community  for  as  many 
as  500  drug  users  who  attend  one 
of  three  daily  group  meetings. 

■  “Computers  and  You,”  a 
computer-based  education  and 
training  program  for  all  age  groups. 
Some  200  people  are  enrolled. 

■  The  Glide  Children’s  Pro¬ 
gram,  which  includes  a  full-scale 
preschool  program,  one-on-one 
tutorials  for  school-age  children 
and  a  range  of  creative  arts  and 
group  activities. 

No  description  of  Glide  is 
complete,  however,  without 
mention  of  its  weekly  worship 
“happening,”  the  so-called  “Sun¬ 
day  Celebrations.” 

Typical  “celebrations”  com¬ 
bine  jazz,  soul  and  folk  music 


with  banners,  balloons  and  a 
light  show. 

Preaching  is  street-smart 

This  near-frenetic  combina¬ 
tion  serves  as  backdrop  for  the 
forceful,  street-smart  preaching 
of  Mr.  Williams,  whose  weekly  : 
Scripture-based  sermons  stress 
“breaking  free”  from  alcohol, 
drugs  and  abuse  and  taking  risks 
to  achieve  an  abundant  life. 

The  diverse  congregation — in-’: 
eluding  Jews,  Roman  Catholics, 
homosexuals,  “straights”  and 
members  of  numerous  ethnic  , 
groups — responds  with  affirming 
shouts,  tears  and  laughter.  They 
also  respond  with  decisions  to 
join  the  church  in  growing  num¬ 
bers,  including  139  professions 
of  faith  last  year. 

Besides  donations  from  its  mem-  ; 
bers,  Glide  receives  income  for  its 
widespread  ministries  from  a  sub¬ 
stantial  endowment,  $7.2  million, 
and  public  funds  earmarked  for 
specific  programs  such  as  the  enor¬ 
mous  daily  feeding  effort. 

"The  Church  Aflame"  series 
features  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  of  all  sizes  that  are 
growing  numerically,  shoulder¬ 
ing  their  fair  share  of  the  denom¬ 
ination's  financial  obligations 
and  offering  outstanding  minis¬ 
tries  in  their  communities. 


DOES  ANYBODY  CARE? 


KAVITHA  from  India,  appears  to  be 
asking  that  question.  Her  family  is 
Christian,  but  they  are  so  poor  they 
cannot  afford  to  feed,  clothe  or  edu¬ 
cate  her. 

WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC. 

.founded  in  1965  by  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  and  his  wife,  is  seeking  a  spon¬ 
sor  for  Kavitha  and  other  destitute 
children  like  her.  You  could  sponsor  a 
child  for  $13  a  month —  less  than  44 
cents  a  day —  and  your  sponsorship 
would  assure  the  child  of  a  good  start 
in  life. 

You  will  receive  the  child's  photo, 
name,  address  and  other  pertinent 
information.  You  may  write  to  the 
child  if  you  wish,  and  you'll  receive 
reports  on  the  child's  progress. 

WCI  sent  88%  of  funds  received  in 
1988  overseas  for  the  children.  The 
corporation  is  U.S.  government  ap¬ 
proved  and  all  donations  are  tax-de¬ 
ductible.  You  will  receive  an  audit  copy. 

Sharing  your  love  with  a  needy  child 
will  be  a  blessing  to  the  youngster.  In¬ 
dividuals,  families,  and  groups  have 
discovered  sponsorship  to  be  a  joy. 
Please  write  today: 


WORLDS 


CHILDREN 


I  with  to  »pontof  o  child  wh*r*  th* 


Enclosed  i*  payment  for  licit  month 


World'*  Children.  Inc. 
Mr*.  Carol  Ivey.  Director 
P.0  Bo*  2979 
Winter  Haven.  FL  33880 


We  have  skewed  view  of  China,  ex-missionary  says 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

A  former  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Hong  Kong  returned  in 
early  October  from  her  43rd  trip  to 
mainland  China  convinced  that: 

■  Travel  in  China  is  “absolutely 
safe.” 

■  Western  media  have  “pro¬ 
grammed  us”  to  want  a  revolution 
in  China,  not  bothering  to  note  that 
there  have  been  at  least  1,000  re¬ 
corded  uprisings  in  China’s  4,500- 
year  history  and  last  summer’s  was 
“just  another  one.” 

■  China’s  leading  Protestant  Chris¬ 
tian,  Bishop  K.H.  Ting,  is  “stronger 
than  ever”  despite  issuing  statements 
supporting  the  pro-democracy  student 
uprisings  last  summer. 

Iweeta  McIntosh  made  those 
claims  from  a  unique  perspective. 
She  led  a  tour  group  last  spring  just 
before  the  student  demonstrations, 
then  returned  with  another  group  in 


late  September.  She  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  B.  McIn¬ 
tosh,  were  missionaries  to  Hong 
Kong  in  1961-71. 

The  latest  amazing  Christian 
news,  she  said,  is  about  an  estimat¬ 
ed  100,000  Chinese  who  “want  to 
become  Christians”  and  who  gather 
each  Sunday  in  a  southwestern  Chi¬ 
nese  rural  area  to  learn  more  about 
the  religion. 

The  best  the  small  Christian  sem¬ 
inary  in  nearby  Chengdu  can  do, 
she  added,  is  to  send  two  pastors  to 
work  with  the  throng. 

The  China  Christian  Council, 
over  which  Bishop  Ting  presides, 
claims  6,000  local  churches  with  5 
million  members. 

Churches  are  required  to  register 
members’  names  with  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  Bureau  of  Religious  Affairs. 
So-called  “house  churches,”  which 
operate  outside  government  regula¬ 
tion  and  affiliation  with  the  official 


church,  are  said  to  have  as  many  as 
50  million  members. 

China’s  Christian  leaders  “will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  these 
groups  and  say  they  tend  toward  a 
folk  religion,”  Mrs.  McIntosh  said. 

Mrs.  McIntosh,  fluent  in  Chinese, 
said  people  “were  so  glad  to  see  our 
tour  group”  [of  10  people], 

“And  they  wanted  to  talk  to  us,  to 
tell  us  how  wrong  they  think  the 
media  have  been  in  presenting  Chi¬ 
na  as  a  land  of  unrest  and  riots,” 
she  said. 

She  said  she  detected  these 
themes  and  feelings: 

■  Only  about  one  in  five  Chinese 
university-age  students  admire  the 
student  protesters.  The  other  four 
in  five  either  oppose  the  tactics  or 
are  indifferent. 

■  The  overwhelming  majority  of 
Chinese  adults  seemed  to  support 
the  government’s  response,  arguing 
that  the  government  “had  to  get 
control  of  the  country.” 


Survey:  Enhance  UMC's  public  image 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  needs  to  enhance  its 
public  image,  Church  leaders  believe. 

That  was  the  most  frequently 
mentioned  point  in  a  survey  done 
for  the  General  Commission  on 
Communication. 

More  thqji  300  church  leaders  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  survey,  intended  to 
forecast  communications  needs  in 
the  church  for  1993-96.  Respon¬ 
dents  included  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  directors  of  annual 
conference  councils  on  ministries 
and  the  37  elected  directors  of  the 
communications  commission. 

Survey  results  were  released  dur¬ 
ing  the  Oct.  19-21  meeting  of  the 
commission,  governing  body  for 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions.  That’s  the  denomination’s 
central  communications  agency. 


1990  Oberammergau 
Passion  Play  Tours 

July  16-29  European  tour.  August  14-25 
Germany  tour.  We  have  confirmed  tickets. 
Host  experienced  12  years.  Classic  Jour- 
neys  International,  c/o  Rev.  Ralph  Law- 
rence,  4192  Tattenham  Way,  Boise,  ID 
83704.  (208)  3784)393  or  888-2245. 


Besides  a  stronger  public  image, 
church  leaders  said  the  denomina¬ 
tion  needs  a  more  effective  internal 
communications  network,  “how¬ 
to”  videotapes  and  distribution  of 
the  weekly  “Catch  the  Spirit”  TV 
magazine  program  beyond  cable 
television  channels. 

While  those  responding  to  the 
survey  generally  supported  the  work 
of  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  they  delivered  a  consistent 
message:  “Do  less,  but  do  it  better.” 

Specific  examples  of  functions 
that  could  be  eliminated  or  receive 
more  attention  were  not  included. 

But  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice,  the  church’s  official  news  bu¬ 
reau,  topped  the  list  of  five 
communications  functions  that  re¬ 
spondents  strongly  supported. 

Production  and  distribution  of 
videotapes,  promotion  of  the  World 
Service  Fund,  information  services 
and  the  publication  of  program 
journals  were  also  cited  as  impor¬ 
tant  communications  functions  that 
the  agency  does. 

In  other  action,  the  commission 
approved  a  $1  million  fund-raising 
drive.  The  campaign,  subject  to  ap¬ 


proval  by  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration,  is  expected  to  raise  the 
money  over  a  seven-month  period, 
beginning  in  late  November. 

Money  from  the  fund-raising  proj¬ 
ect  is  to  be  used  in  three  areas: 

■  A  public  relations  and  advertis¬ 
ing  campaign  in  secular  media. 

■  Development  of  children’s  tele¬ 
vision  programming. 

■  Purchase  of  TV  studio  produc¬ 
tion  equipment. 

If  the  initial  fund-raiser  proves 
successful,  the  agency  plans  a  sec¬ 
ond,  with  a  total  goal  of  $5  million 
over  three  years,  commission  offi¬ 
cials  said. 

Robert  W.  Norvet  of  Los  Angeles, 
chairman  of  the  commission’s  de¬ 
velopment  task  force,  noted  World 
Service  Funds,  which  traditionally 
support  the  agency’s  work,  are  pro¬ 
jected  to  remain  static  in  the  com¬ 
ing  years.  Therefore,  “it  is  time  to 
explore  other  avenues  for  funding.” 

Val  Walker  Associates,  a  firm 
hired  to  assess  the  level  of  interest 
and  personal  commitment  to  rais¬ 
ing  the  funds,  has  determined  that 
$1  million  is  a  feasible  goal,  Mr. 
Norvet  said. 


■  The  Chinese  Christian  church 
has  not  been  implicated  for  any  part 
in  the  student  revolution.  “The 
Christians  have  been  assured  that 
there  will  be  no  change  in  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  policy  of  religious  free¬ 
dom,”  she  said. 


■  Four  of  five  peasants  seemingly 
“couldn’t  understand  why  the  stu¬ 
dents  or  anyone  else  would  be  upset 
with  conditions.”  China’s  farmers, 
she  said,  are  “prosperous  and  free 
to  grow  and  market  anything  they 
please.” 


Christians,  Buddhists,  Hindus  and  Muslims: 
Issues  in  Interfaith  Dialogue 

February  19-23,  1990 

Leaders:  S.  Wesley  Ariariajah  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 

Diana  Eck,  Professor  at  Harvard  University  and  Divinity  School 
For  Whom:  clergy  and  laity 

Contact:  Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  3041  Broadway,  New  York,  NY 
10027,  (212)  662-4315 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S2S  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  SI0  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

ENGLAND,  HERFORDSHIRE.  One  of  the 
best-preserved  mediaeval  villages  in  England, 
Weobley  is  an  ideal  centre  for  tourists.  A  wel¬ 
come  awaits  you  in  our  400  year  old  family 
house  with  Bed  and  Breakfast/Self  Catering. 
Near  Welsh  border,  beautiful  countryside,  an¬ 
cient  castles/churches  abound.  Transport  to 
and  from  Hereford  Station,  excursions  6-10 
persons.  Details:  Saunders,  Wellington  House, 
Weobley,  Herfordshire,  HR4  8SA  or  telephone 
(from  U.S.)  01 1-44-544-318537. 

GENERAL  SECRETARY.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  General  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns:  Prima¬ 
ry  stall  leader  for  advocacy  of  Christian  unity 
and  interreligious  relationships;  education  and 
enabling  of  United  Methodist  constituency: 
Ecumenical  experience  and  intimate  knowl¬ 
edge  of  United  Methodism  required.  Affirma¬ 
tive  action  and  equal  opportunity  employer. 
Salary  dependent  upon  experience  and  qualifi¬ 
cations.  Application  deadline,  January  15, 
1990.  Write:  Search  Committee,  c/o  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grove,  Chairperson,  900  Wash¬ 
ington  Street  East,  Charleston,  WV  25301 . 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  2500- 
member  FUMC  of  Conroe,  TX.  Send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  928,  Conroe,  TX  77305. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 
Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145 
week,  $450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability. 
Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

SENIOR  STAFF,  CREATIVE  Programmer, 
teacher,  interests  in  Bible  study,  missions,  eth¬ 
ics,  shepherds,  evangelism.  Prefer  open, 
thoughtful  orthodox  theology.  Seek  staff  posi¬ 
tion  by  1991.  UMR,  Dept.  H,  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 

LAKE  HOUSE  FOR  SALE:  Hwy.  84-  12  miles 
to  Interstate  45  Fairfield,  Texas,  17  miles  to 
Lakeview  Conference  Center  near  Palestine, 
Texas.  Comfortable;  remodeled;  100  foot  lake 
front  lot;  wooded;  boat  house  and  pier;  145 
acre  lake  stocked.  House  and  share  $60,000. 

(2 1 4)  389-5993.  New  club  house. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
for  an  1100-member  congregation  located  in 
fast-growing  southwest  Florida.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Rev.  Jack  Taylor,  2701  Air- 
port  Road,  Naples,  FL  33962. 

PART-TIME  CHORAL  DIRECTOR.  Choirs: 

1  adult,  1  childrens.  $5,000  annually.  Resume 
to:  Wesley  UMC,  2705  Virginia  Parkway,  Mc¬ 
Kinney,  TX  75070.  (214)  542-2228. 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  full-time 
for  dynamic  2500-member  church  on  Florida 
Gulf  Coast.  Experience  as  choir  director/or- 
ganist  with  enthusiasm  and  aptitude  for  ex¬ 
panding  the  church  music  program  will  be  re¬ 
quired.  Attractive  salary  and  benefits  package 
available.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee, 
Englewood  UMC,  700  E.  Dearborn  St.,  Engle- 
wood,  FL  33423. 

UPDATE  YOUR  UNDERSTANDING  of  the 
Gospel  and  Science —  "God,  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  the  Computer”  by  Rev.  Robert 
Stewart,  $3.00,  2000  Choctaw  #67,  Mt.  Pleas¬ 
ant,  TX  75455. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at 
First  Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship: 

11 :00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR/Organist 
needed  for  a  3200-member  congregation.  Coordi¬ 
nate  and  conduct  adult,  youth  and  children’s 
choirs,  as  well  as  adult  and  children's  handbell 
choirs.  Master’s  degree  or  better  is  preferred.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Mark  Doty, 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  1838, 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403  by  November  15, 
1989. 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits, 
fabrics.  Stoles,  paraments,  etc.  Brochure/fabric 
swatches  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides 
available  for  meetings.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E. 
Tabor  Rd..  Philadelphia.  PA  1 9 1 20.  (2 1 5)  329- 
7321. 

"JOHN  WESLEY”  CLERGY  ROBE  for  sale: 
Excellent  condition;  black,  with  black  felt  pan¬ 
els  with  crosses  and  red  trim;  made  for  a  person 
approximately  5’10’’,  260  lbs.,  50’’  chest.  Price 
negotiable.  Call:  Rev.  Hingle  at  (504)  229-8594. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet,  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest 
and  negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal 
references.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available. 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt, 
Box  38.  Woodland  Park.  CO  80866.  (719)  687- 
9038. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR,  YOUR 
Church.  Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40 
hours  weekly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Out- 
standing  persons  available.  Free  service. 
Church  Musicians'  National  Referral  Service, 
Dej>t.  18,  Box  36,  Huntington.  WV  25706- 
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Jim  Bakker  case  has  hurt  church 

PTL  scandal  fosters  negative  view  of  religion,  Duke  professor  says 


Duke  University  News  Service 

The  tough  judge  is  a  hero.  The  re¬ 
cently  convicted  TV  evangelist  is 
emotionally  disturbed.  His  marriage 
is  probably  totally  lacking  in  honesty 
and  substance.  And  the  people  who 
continue  to  support  him  show  the 
same  blind  allegiance  as  those  who 
died  following  evangelist  Jim  Jones 
in  Guyana  a  decade  ago. 

That’s  the  Rev.  Paul  A.  Mickey’s 
bare  bones  summary  of  the  Jim 
Bakker-PTL  saga. 

But  the  prominent  pastoral  coun¬ 
selor,  author  and  professor  at  the 
United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University  Divinity  School  didn’t 
reach  those  conclusions  lightly. 

Having  been  consulted  by  church 
leaders  on  other  recent  national 
scandals  involving  clerics,  Dr.  Mick¬ 
ey  has  studied  closely  the  events 
leading  to  Mr.  Bakker’s  conviction 
on  24  counts  of  fraud  and  conspira¬ 
cy  and  his  sentencing  Oct.  24. 

PTL  case  sets  record 

The  religious  community  has  expe¬ 
rienced  its  share  of  scandals  relating 


to  sex,  finances  and  crisis  of  faith, 
but  nothing  in  modem  history  touch¬ 
es  the  Jim  Bakker-PTL  Club  tale  for 
longevity  and  negative  impact  on  the 
nation’s  religious  morale,  said  Dr. 
Mickey,  a  United  Methodist. 

"The  worst  thing  of  all  is  that  this 
episode  has  contributed  to  the  kind 
of  negativity,  a  sort  of  spiritual 
deadness  and  arms-length  attitude 
people  seem  to  feel  toward  religion 
in  general,”  he  said.  “It  has  had  a 
terribly  demoralizing  effect  on  the 
national  religious  scene. 

“If  Jim’s  case  is  appealed — and  it 
probably  will  be — this  is  going  to  go 
on  even  longer. 

Youths  put  off 

The  continued  public  exposure  of 
the  Bakkers  makes  healing  the  cyni¬ 
cism  their  scandal  has  promoted 
difficult,  Dr.  Mickey  said.  That’s 
particularly  true  among  the  nation’s 
youths. 

Dr.  Mickey,  who  specializes  in 
marriage  counseling  and  counseling 
the  members  of  the  clergy,  respond¬ 
ed  frankly  to  questions  about  Mr. 
Bakker’s  emotional  health. 


“I  think  he’s  emotionally  dis¬ 
turbed,"  Dr.  Mickey  said.  “He  has 
displayed  signs  of  paranoia  in  re¬ 
gards  to  the  people  who  are  trying 
to  make  him  financially  account¬ 
able,  projecting  his  own  methods  of 
manipulating  people  onto  others. 

“There  is  also  a  tremendous 
amount  of  denial  involved  here. 
Bakker  has  continued  to  deny  what  is 
going  on — his  financial  and  legal  ac¬ 
countability,  his  sexual  and  alleged 
homosexual  or  bisexual  activities.” 

Because  of  the  depth  of  that  deni¬ 
al,  Dr.  Mickey  said  he  believes  that 
Mr.  Bakker’s  much  publicized 
courtroom  breakdown  was  real. 

“Underneath  all  the  denial  is  such 
a  fragile  ego  that,  once  it  was  pierced 
by  the  reality  that  the  courtroom  was 
not  the  PTL  set  and  that  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  there  weren’t  on  his  side,  it  devas¬ 
tated  him,”  Dr.  Mickey  said. 

Mr.  Bakker’s  “fragile  ego”  also 
accounted  for  his  quick  recovery, 
Dr.  Mickey  said.  He  slipped  back 
into  his  denial  mindset  and  was 
ready  to  proceed 

How  Mr.  Bakker  might  handle 
going  to  prison  is  anybody’s  guess, 


Dr.  Mickey  added,  and  might  de¬ 
pend  on  the  kind  of  prison  to  which 
he  is  sent. 

Positive  effect  noted 

Despite  all  the  negative  impact,  Dr. 
Mickey  said  he  has  observed  one  in¬ 
teresting  and  potentially  positive  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  Bakker  episode.  Remaining 
TV  evangelists,  like  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Falwell,  the  Rev.  Robert  Schuller  and 
Pat  Robertson,  appear  to  be  broaden¬ 
ing  their  programming  to  reach  a 
great  many  people,  rather  than  ap¬ 
pealing  solely  to  the  “hyper-religious.” 

They’re  also  being  a  little  more 
circumspect  about  their  lifestyles, 
he  said. 

But  Dr.  Mickey  said  the  Rev.  Bil¬ 
ly  Graham  is  the  best  example  of 
how  an  evangelist  running  a  large 
ministry  should  conduct  himself. 

"Billy  Graham  put  himself  on  a 
fixed,  somewhat  modest  income 
years  ago  and  was  instrumental  in 
forming  the  financial  accountability 
system  for  ministries  of  this  type,” 
Dr.  Mickey  said.  “That’s  one  of  the 
biggest  reasons  his  ministry  contin¬ 
ues  to  do  well.” 


UMs  lodge  mission 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

HALSIBERG  REUTI,  Switzer¬ 
land — Every  30  minutes,  a  large  ae¬ 
rial  tramway  car  glides  noiselessly 
across  a  comer  of  the  Rev.  Peter 
Siegfried’s  mission  station.  And 
that  is  only  one  of  the  unusual 
things  about  his  parish. 

In  fact,  hardly  anything  about  the 
assignment  of  this  United  Method¬ 
ist  clergyman  3,300  feet  up  in  the 
Swiss  Alps  is  ordinary. 

Before  he  could  begin  his  appoint¬ 
ment  six  years  ago  as  director  of  Ho¬ 
tel  Viktoria,  he  underwent  a  vigorous 
course  in  hotel  management  and 
passed  a  government  exam. 

The  century-old  Hotel  Viktoria 
has  been  owned  by  the  Methodists 
of  Switzerland  since  1936.  It  is  one 
of  five  such  facilities  the  church 
owns  in  the  country. 

Nevertheless,  he  still  preaches. 

“I  preach  more  here  than  I  did  in  a 
church,”  he  chuckled  as  he  ticked  off 
the  four  evening  vespers  each  week, 
three  Sunday  sermons  a  month  and 
countless  appearances  before  groups 
visiting  the  hotel.  Grace  is  said  be¬ 
fore  each  meal,  and  frequent  hours 
are  spent  in  counseling. 

The  hotel  chapel  is  the  site  of 
United  Methodist  worship  three 
Sundays  a  month,  and  a  Swiss  Re¬ 
formed  service  on  the  fourth. 

Hotel  Viktoria  is  situated  in  a  pro¬ 
totypical  Swiss  village  of  400,  com¬ 
plete  with  flowering  window  boxes 
on  the  chalets  and  bell-wearing 
cows.  Viktoria  is  only  a  five-minute 


tram  ride  down  to  the  little  town  of 
Meiringen,  where  meringues  first 
sweetened  the  tooth  and  where  Sher¬ 
lock  Holmes  met  a  short-lived  doom 
at  Reichenbach  Falls. 

Not  much  farther  away  are  the 
Brunig  Pass;  Interlaken,  gateway  to 
the  spectacular  Youngfrau  Moun¬ 
tain;  Brienz,  Switzerland’s  wood¬ 
carving  capital;  and  Lucerne  with 
its  peaks,  lakes  and  watches. 

Open  1 1  months  of  the  year,  the 
Viktoria  maintains  an  average  oc¬ 
cupancy  of  62  percent,  well  above 
the  45  percent  average  of  all  hotels 
in  the  region,  Mr.  Siegfried  said. 

About  half  the  hundreds  of  guests 
each  year  in  the  125-bed  hotel  are 
members  of  groups;  the  rest,  fam¬ 
ilies  and  individuals,  he  said.  About 
30  percent  are  Methodists,  and  an 
equal  number  have  no  church  ties 
of  any  kind. 

It  is  this  latter  group  that  gives 
the  Swiss  church  much  of  its  reason 
for  operating  commercial  hotels — 
and  for  Viktoria’s  listing  as  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Advance  Special. 

“We  are  living  in  a  time  when 
people  more  and  more  are  losing 
contact  with  the  church,”  Bishop 
Heinrich  Bolleter  (Central  and 
Southern  Europe  Central  Confer¬ 
ence)  told  visitors  recently.  “Vik¬ 
toria  is  one  of  the  great  mission 
opportunities.” 

Eight  of  the  27  full-time  stafT 
members  are  United  Methodists. 
Two  joined  the  church  in  1988, 
while  working  at  the  hotel.  Most  of 
the  others  are  reportedly  committed 
Christians. 


site  in  Swiss  hotel 
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HALSIBERG  REUTI,  Switzerland — The  Rev.  Peter  Siegfried,  a  Swiss 
United  Methodist  pastor,  stands  in  front  of  his  mission  station,  the 
Hotel  Viktoria. 

The  hotel  makes  its  social  witness  juices,  mineral  waters  and  soft  drinks, 
by  emphasizing  that  it  is  “sans  alco-  The  operation  is  required  to  be 
hoi.”  Instead,  a  case  brims  with  fruit  self-supporting. 
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Ads  tell  what  churches  can  do  for  us 

WILLIAMSBURG,  Va. — An  advertisement  being  used  by  21  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Virginia  presents  the  church  as  an  institution 
that  can  fill  the  spiritual  void  in  the  lives  of  modern  Americans.  The 
ad  is  part  of  a  pilot  project  that  takes  a  marketing  approach  to 
church  growth.  The  Petragram  Group,  a  Williamsburg  advertising 
firm,  developed  the  program.  The  company  specializes  in  helping 
religious  institutions  get  the  word  out  about  their  work.  Petragram’s 
clients  have  included  the  Christian  Broadcasting  Network,  Liberty 
University  and  evangelist  Billy  Graham. 


Robert  Schuller  sells 
Hawaiian  complex 
to  fund  new  facility 


Religious  News  Service 

ORANGE,  Calif. — Television 
evangelist  Robert  H.  Schuller  has 
sold  his  ministry’s  43-acre  religious 
retreat  in  Hawaii  to  former  U.S. 
Treasury  Secretary  William  Simon. 

Proceeds  of  the  sale  are  to  help 
fund  a  $23  million  “Family  Life 
Center"  near  Dr.  Schuller’s  Crystal 
Cathedral  in  Southern  California. 

The  147,000-square-foot  center  is 
to  contain  classrooms,  a  gymnasi¬ 
um  and  an  expanded  mailroom  for 
the  television  ministry. 

Dr.  Schuller,  host  of  television's 
“Hour  of  Power"  and  pastor  of  the 
Crystal  Cathedral,  announced  the 
sale  to  his  congregation  Oct.  22.  He 
didn’t  disclose  terms  of  the  sale. 

But  an  Oct.  23  report  in  the  “Or¬ 
ange  County  Register”  said  Mr.  Si¬ 
mon  made  a  $6  million  down 
payment  for  the  ocean-view  estate 
on  Maui. 

The  fate  of  the  retreat  center, 
which  was  donated  to  the  ministry 


by  a  wealthy  supporter  in  1985,  has 
been  the  subject  of  speculation  for 
more  than  a  year. 

Like  other  TV  evangelists,  Dr. 
Schuller  has  seen  donations  de¬ 
crease  in  recent  years  as  viewers  ap¬ 
parently  reacted  to  fund-raising  and 
sexual  scandals  among  TV  preach¬ 
ers. 

At  the  same  time,  Dr.  Schuller 
was  embarking  on  plans  to  build  the 
Family  Life  Center — his  most  ex¬ 
pensive  construction  project  to  date. 
Ministry  insiders  said  the  only  way 
to  fund  such  a  project  was  to  sell  off 
some  of  the  ministry’s  assets. 

Mr.  Simon,  a  long-time  friend  of 
Dr.  Schuller,  said  he  wants  to  use 
the  Maui  retreat  as  a  private  resi¬ 
dence.  “I  always  wanted  a  residence 
in  Hawaii  and  bought  it  for  my 
family,”  he  said  in  a  statement  is¬ 
sued  by  the  Schuller  ministry. 

“1  am  fortunate  to  be  able  to  buy 
this  magnificent  estate  and  look  for¬ 
ward  with  my  family  to  enjoying  it 
for  many  years  to  come." 


Good  marriages  marked 
by  struggles,  bishops  told 


By  ELIZABETH  EISENSTADT 

Religious  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA— A  New 
York  psychiatrist  told  Episcopal 
Church  bishops  and  their 
spouses  recently  that  marriage  is 
“a  struggle  to  be  connected  to  an¬ 
other  human  being  without  being 
controlled.” 

Dr.  Philip  Guerin’s  address — 
delivered  during  the  House  of 
Bishops  meeting  in  late  Septem¬ 
ber — comes  at  a  time  when  the 
Episcopal  Church  is  undergoing  a 
deep  examination  of  clergy  leader¬ 
ship.  Church  leaders  are  exploring 
ways  to  cope  with  increasingly 
high  levels  of  clergy  anxiety  relat¬ 
ed  to  family  relationships. 

Dr.  Guerin,  director  of  the  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Family  Living  in  Rye, 
N.Y.,  described  the  marriage  part¬ 
ner  as  a  “worthy  adversary"  and 
suggested  that  the  goal  of  a  union 
is  a  “worthy,”  if  playful,  struggle. 

Although  Dr.  Guerin  didn’t  of¬ 
fer  a  blueprint  for  a  successful 
marriage,  he  presented  a  number 
of  case  histories  without  resolu¬ 
tions.  He  asked  bishops  to  imag¬ 
ine  not  only  how  they  would 
respond  as  pastors  but  to  apply 
insights  to  their  own  marriages. 

Dr.  Guerin  called  marriage  an 
act  of  faith  and  said,  “Acts  of  faith 
are  not  made  in  the  context  of  ab¬ 
solute  truth  but  in  lack  of  certitude 


and  support  of  possibility.” 

Bishop  Harold  Hopkins,  who 
heads  the  church’s  Office  of  Pasto¬ 
ral  Development,  told  the  bishops 
and  their  spouses  and  that  he  is  at¬ 
tempting  to  shift  the  focus  of  his 
work  from  crisis  management  to 
“creating  a  climate  of  wellness.” 

Maintaining  intimacy  and  au¬ 
tonomy  in  marriage  is  no  easy 
task,  he  said. 

“There  has  to  be  a  lot  of  listen¬ 
ing,  forgiveness  and  directness," 
the  bishop  said.  "You  just  have 
to  work  at  that.” 

Christine  Folwell,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Episcopal  Family 
Network  and  the  wife  of  the  bish¬ 
op  of  Central  Florida,  said  prob¬ 
lems  facing  clergy  families  don’t 
differ  essentially  from  the  prob¬ 
lems  in  any  marriage. 

Among  those  problems  are 
time  spent  with  families,  said 
Blossom  Marmion,  wife  of  the 
retired  bishop  of  Southwestern 
Virginia.  She  said  one  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  once  asked,  “Whatever  be¬ 
came  of  father?” 

Mrs.  Folwell  and  Bishop  Hop¬ 
kins  both  said  they  are  committed 
to  providing  resources  for  clergy 
families.  And  it’s  important  for 
couples  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

“Clergy  families  must  first 
stop  trying  to  live  up  to  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  their  flocks,"  Mrs. 
Folwell  said. 


what  isn't  true ? 


Dear  Deborah  - 

How  can 

Dear  Deborah, 

I  hope  by  now  you  have  a  copy  of 
the  new  United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

1  have  been  reading  one  from  our 
church  and  would  like  your  com¬ 
ments  about  the  Prayer  of  Confes¬ 
sion  on  Pages  8  and  1 2,  and  the  first 
question  under  the  Renunciation  of 
Sin  and  Profession  of  Faith  on 
Pages  34  and  40. 

I  find  myself  wondering  if  I  can 
be  a  United  Methodist  anymore. 

First,  the  confession  is  not  true 
for  me  and  for  many  in  my  church. 
We  HAVE  loved  our  neighbors  and 
been  concerned  for  the  needy.  We 
have  sought  to  be  obedient  and  do 
God’s  will. 

I  am  not,  and  I  believe  others 
would  agree  that  our  congregation 
is  not  perfect.  We  would  confess 
that  we  have  fallen  short,  but  this 
confession  sounds  like  we  have  nev¬ 
er  done  anything  acceptable  to  God. 

In  the  question  of  renouncing,  it 
should  be  explained  what  is  meant 
by  spiritual  forces  of  wickedness 
and  evil  powers  and  sin.  Even 
though  there  is  at  least  one  other 
service  for  both  communion  and 
baptism  that  do  not  use  these,  I 
think  what  we  find  in  the  hymnal 
should  reflect  what  we  believe. 

What  do  you  think  about  all 
these? 

Barbara 

Dear  Barbara, 

Yes,  l  now  have  a  copy  of  the  new 
hymnal  and  have  looked  long  at  the 
references  you  mention. 


I  confess 

You  make  a  good  case  for  a  con¬ 
gregation  to  study  these  worship  ser¬ 
vices  and  develop  its  own  response. 
Perhaps  you  can  talk  with  your  pas¬ 
tor  and  the  worship  committee  about 
your  concerns. 

One  thing  we  always  need  to  re¬ 
member  is  that  different  people  need 
to  worship  in  different  ways,  have 
different  needs  at  different  times  and 
may  be  at  different  stages  of  spiritu¬ 
al  growth.  All  these  needs  must  be 
taken  into  account  in  planning  con¬ 
gregational  worship  services. 

I  can  appreciate  your  concern,  too. 
It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  painful 
for  someone  to  be  surprised  by  such 
a  prayer  in  a  communion  service. 
My  own  belief  is  that  confession  of 


Dying  words 

Stand  up,  stand  up  for  Jesus. 

Ye  soldiers  of  the  cross: 

Lift  high  his  royal  banner: 

It  must  not  suffer  loss: 

From  victory  unto  victory 
His  army  shall  he  lead. 

Till  every  foe  is  vanquished. 

And  Christ  is  Lord  indeed. 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

Noonday  prayer  meetings  were 
held  during  the  wave  of  evangelical 
fervor  that  swept  through  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  1858.  Sponsored  by  the 
YMCA,  these  meetings  drew  as 


sin  can  happen  only  in  a  safe  rela¬ 
tionship  to  which  we  can  come  with¬ 
out  fear  of  rejection.  The  service 
before  and  after  must  allow  for  that. 

At  the  same  time,  it  could  be  fruit¬ 
ful  for  most  of  us  to  examine  the 
many  ways  in  which  not  only  our  ac¬ 
tions  but  our  inner  attitudes  and  mo¬ 
tivations  have  fallen  short.  If  such  a 
prayer  moves  us  into  dialogue  with 
ourselves  and  God,  even  if  all  we  do 
is  disagree,  perhaps  it  may  still  re¬ 
sult  in  deeper  communion  with  God. 

Understanding  the  baptism  ques¬ 
tion  seems  to  me  to  be  a  must.  / 
hope  pastors  will  talk  with  people  be¬ 
fore  requiring  them  to  answer  such  a 
question.  Members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  follow  the  service.  In  a  sense 


many  as  5,000  people. 

Dudley  Tyng,  an  Episcopal  min¬ 
ister,  was  one  of  the  leading  person¬ 
alities  in  this  spiritual-renewal 
movement.  He  established  the 
Church  of  the  Covenant  in  Phila¬ 
delphia’s  Jayne’s  Hall,  and  great 
throngs  attended  his  services. 

Tyng’s  death  was  the  inspiration 
for  “Stand  Up,  Stand  Up  for  Jesus.” 

One  weekday  afternoon  Tyng  went 
from  his  study  to  a  bam  where  a 
mule  was  walking  in  circles,  power¬ 
ing  a  corn-shelling  machine.  As  he 
patted  the  mule,  the  sleeve  of  his  silk 


they  are  each  reminded  of  their  own 
baptism  Therefore,  a  sermon  might 
be  in  order  to  clarify  the  questions. 

I  hope  all  United  Methodists  will 
consider  the  new  hymnal  and  the 
new  worship  services  as  invitations 
to  grow  up  into  Christ,  offering  us 
many  ways  to  worship  together, 
rather  than  to  divide  us. 

Any  other  readers  have  com¬ 
ments? 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


study  jacket  caught  in  the  cogs  of  the 
wheel,  and  his  arm  was  tom  from  his 
shoulder.  He  died  five  days  later. 

George  DufTield  was  among  min¬ 
isters  who  stood  by  Tyng’s  bed  in 
his  last  hours.  When  Tyng  was 
asked  if  he  had  any  message  to  send 
to  his  people,  he  replied,  “Tell 
them,  ‘Let  us  stand  up  for  Jesus.’  ” 

The  following  Sunday  morning, 
DufTield  concluded  his  sermon  by 
having  his  Presbyterian  congrega¬ 
tion  sing  "Stand  Up,  Stand  Up  for 
Jesus,”  which  he  had  written. 


History  of  Hy^nns 

inspire  'stand  up'  verse 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Growing  to  Meet  the  Needs 


Peoples  is  continuing  to  grow. 
Our  Child  Care  Program  is  stable 
and  off  to  a  good  start.  We  have  a 
waiting  list  of  29  children. 

Our  Tutorial/Latch  Key  Program 
is  also  in  high  speed  with  25  chil¬ 
dren  in  attendance  which  is  our  ca¬ 
pacity  at  this  time.  Tutorial/Latch 
Key  services  are  being  provided  at  a 
low-cost  sliding  fee.  No  child  cur¬ 
rently  pays  more  than  $5.00  per 
week  for  10  hours  of  tutoring  per 
week. 

A  new  program,  which  is  much 
needed  in  our  area,  is  currently  de¬ 
veloping.  Rev.  West,  a  board  certi¬ 
fied  social  worker,  has  started  a 
Therapeutic  Ministry  Program  for  the 
residents  of  this  area.  Therapeutic 
Ministry  is  a  modality  which  includes 
a  number  of  programmatic  activities. 
These  activities  are  characterized 
by  a  treatment  intervention  method 
which  employs  a  unique  mix  of 
therapeutic  techniques  including 
spiritual  empowerment.  Spiritual 
empowerment  is  a  term  descriptive 
of  enabling  process  which  we  believe 
plays  a  significant  role  in  the  healing 
dynamics  of  any  psychosocial,  psycho¬ 
logical  or  psychiatric  illness. 


Mental  health  clinics,  once 
opened  to  people  of  this  community 
with  non-psychotic  diagnosis,  now 
only  accepts  CMI  patients  with  psy¬ 
chotic  diagnosis.  Peoples,  realizing 
the  need  for  therapeutic  services  to 
many  non-psychotic  families  and 
individuals,  is  trying  to  fill  the  void. 

Our  substance  abuse  prevention 
unit  provides  work  with  latency  age 
children  and  teenage  mothers  of  our 
community.  These  participants,  of¬ 
ten  victims  of  physical  and  sexual 
abuse,  are  assisted  with  many  issues 
of  values,  judgment  and  coping 
skills. 

Homeless  persons,  with  no  ad¬ 
dresses,  come  to  Peoples  for  help 
and  counseling.  We  do  whatever  we 
can  for  them  on  a  referral  basis. 

The  old  cliches  of  “Just  Say  No  to 
Drugs”  and  “Drug  Free  Zone”  are 
not  enough.  Our  focus  is  on  educa¬ 
tion  and  prevention  as  the  key  to 
the  elimination  of  substance  abuse 
in  our  community. 

We  are  in  dire  need  of  money  if 
this  program  is  to  continue,  and  we 
hope  that  churches,  organizations 
and  individuals  will  help  us  with 
this  most  needed  mission. 


Methodist  Hospital  Offers 
Spiritual  Education 


What’s  new  in  medicine?  in  poli¬ 
tics?  in  education?  How  does  the 
stock  market  effect  the  families  in 
your  church? 

In  today’s  high  paced,  rapidly 
changing  and  developing  world, 
keeping  up-to-date  with  current 
events,  technologies,  policies  and 
philosophies  is  almost  impossible. 
Yet,  access  to  information  and  in¬ 
creased  awareness  of  contemporary 
living  is  especially  important  to 
spiritual  leaders  who  guide  others 
along  the  pathway  to  a  healthy,  spir¬ 
itually  enriching  lifestyle. 

In  recognition  of  the  changes  and 
demands  of  today,  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Annual  Conference  is  re¬ 
quiring  that  each  of  its  ministers  re¬ 
ceive  three  continuing  education 
units  each  year. 

“Ministers  are  asked  to  make 
more  and  more  decisions  concern¬ 
ing  the  conference  as  well  as  their 
spiritual  responsibilities,”  says  Pen¬ 
dleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  Chaplain  Judy  Nelson.  “Wise 
decisions  can  only  be  made,  howev¬ 
er,  when  there  is  information  avail¬ 
able  to  evaluate.” 

For  the  past  seven  years  Pendle¬ 
ton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
has  made  an  educational  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  Methodist  ministers  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
Each  year  the  Hospital  offers  a  se¬ 
ries  of  lectures  and  programs  that 
qualify  as  continuing  education 
credits. 

“The  requirement  for  three  con¬ 
tinuing  education  units  affects  min¬ 
isters  throughout  the  conference,” 
says  Chaplain  Nelson,  who  has  ex¬ 
tensive  experience  in  ministry  edu¬ 
cation.  Prior  to  the  Hospital 
programs,  however,  the  educational 
units  were  available  only  from  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  in  Shreveport.  Now 
there  is  more  flexibility  in  course 
topics  and  scheduling. 

“Methodist  Hospital  tries  to  pro¬ 
vide  educational  programming  that 
reflects  the  interests,  concerns  and 
trends  that  affect  ministers  in  their 
role  as  spiritual  leaders,”  Chaplain 
Nelson  says.  In  addition  to  survey¬ 
ing  clergy  at  the  annual  conference 
about  specific  interests,  the  Hospi¬ 


tal  evaluates  developments  in  the 
medical  field  for  a  specific  focus 
such  as  AIDS  or  the  unique  needs 
of  senior  adults. 

Recent  educational  programs  of¬ 
fered  by  Methodist  Hospital  in¬ 
clude  a  seminar  on  “Ministers 
Handling  Stress.”  This  .6  CEU 
course  led  by  Dr.  Myron  Madden 
includes  such  topics  as  unique 
stresses  of  pastoral  ministries;  bear¬ 
ing  the  burdens:  whose  job  is  it?; 
and  blessing  your  own  family. 

An  annual  clergy  appreciation 
and  orientation  day,  which  offers  .5 
CEU’s,  provides  an  update  on 
Methodist  Hospital  activities  in  a 
breakfast  meeting  with  President 
Fred  Young,  a  tour  of  the  Hospital’s 
health  care  campus  and  an  indepth 
lecture  on  a  contemporary  aspect  of 
medicine.  A  health  care  screening  is 
also  scheduled  as  part  of  the  day’s 
activities. 

“The  appreciation  day  is  de¬ 
signed  to  increase  ministers’  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  Hospital’s  growth  and  its 
contributions  to  the  community,” 
adds  Chaplain  Nelson.  “An  ex¬ 
change  of  information  is  also  bene¬ 
ficial  to  those  attending.” 

In  addition  to  clergy  appreciation 
day,  the  Chaplain’s  Office  cele¬ 
brates  Medicine  and  Religion  Week 
each  year  with  a  lecture.  “Unwrap¬ 
ping  the  Gift  of  Healing”  was  the 
theme  of  the  most  recent  celebra¬ 
tion  and  featured  Dr.  Edward  J. 
Mahnke,  Director  of  Pastoral  Ser¬ 
vices,  University  of  Texas  M.D. 
Anderson  Cancer  and  Tumor  Insti¬ 
tute. 

Methodist  Hospital  Chaplain 
Paul  Durbin  is  scheduled  to  contin¬ 
ue  his  series  on  the  use  of  hypnosis 
in  Pastoral  Care  with  a  program  on 
February  15,  1990. 

“The  Hospital  continually  strives 
to  offer  informative,  contemporary 
issues  that  will  assist  the  Louisiana 
Conference  clergy  in  ministering  to 
the  individuals  and  families  in  their 
care,”  says  Chaplain  Nelson.  “We 
encourage  feedback  and  suggestions 
concerning  the  types  of  programs 
and  issues  that  help  all  of  us  meet 
the  demands  of  living  today.” 


Methodist  Children's  Home  —  Making  a  Difference 

Tina  Boyd  —  Thirteen  Year  Old  Female  Emily  Bailey  —  Nine  Year  Old  Female 


When  she  came  into  care,  Tina 
Boyd  was  a  wild  girl  of  1 3,  fresh  off 
the  streets  of  New  Orleans.  Both  of 
her  parents  were  in  psychiatric  hos¬ 
pitals  and  life  had  not  been  kind  to 
her.  Tina  herself  had  been  diag¬ 
nosed  as  schizophrenic.  She  was  not 
particularly  attractive.  She  never 
smiled,  would  rarely  look  you  in  the 
face,  or  speak  to  you  without  being 
spoken  to  first.  She  stayed  to  her¬ 
self,  was  sneaky  and  distrustful  and 
could  look  you  in  the  eye  and  lie 
through  her  teeth.  The  first  few 
months  were  pretty  rough.  She  was 
one  of  those  youth  that  it  was  hard 
to  find  something  positive  about. 
However,  she  did  show  significant 
artistic  ability.  This  turned  out  to 
be  the  key  to  opening  the  door  into 
Tina’s  life.  Her  artwork  in  those 
early  days  was  not  the  sort  that  was 
suitable  in  terms  of  its  content,  for 
even  hanging  on  her  own  walls.  But, 
there  was  definitely  ability  there, 
and  it  was  one  of  the  few  things  that 
would  get  a  smile  from  her  if  you 
talked  about  it.  The  staff  that 
worked  with  Tina  encouraged  her 
in  her  art,  and  slowly  a  relationship 
of  trust  was  built.  Private  art  les¬ 
sons  were  arranged  for  her,  and  Tina 
began  to  blossom.  She  began  to 
open  up  to  her  social  worker  and 
started  to  deal  with  the  painful  is¬ 
sues  in  her  past.  None  of  this  hap¬ 


pened  quickly,  but  she  steadily 
progressed  to  the  point  of  being 
able  to  attend  school  off  campus 
and  even  have  a  visiting  resource. 
The  family  that  she  was  visiting 
with  grew,  to  love  her  and  decided 
they  wanted  to  become  foster  par¬ 
ents  for  her.  This  they  did,  and  after 
approximately  two  years  living  in 
our  residential  program,  Tina  was 
able  to  go  and  experience  for  the 
first  time  in  her  life  living  in  a 
healthy  loving  family.  In  time, 
Tina’s  situation  back  home  im¬ 
proved  and  she  was  able  to  return 
to  the  New  Orleans  area  to  live  with 
some  of  her  own  family. 

For  the  staff  at  the  Children’s 
Home,  Tina  Boyd  represents  a  true 
success.  We  will  remember  her  for  a 
time,  but  soon  we  will  be  consumed 
with  the  many  other  demands  on 
our  time  and  lives.  But  for  Tina,  the 
changes  she  encountered  here  will 
last  her  a  lifetime.  In  all  probability, 
the  very  course  of  her  life  was 
changed  during  the  time  she  spent 
with  us.  Not  every  child  we  work 
with  responds  so  positively  to  the 
things  we  offer.  It’s  children  like 
Tina  who  keep  us  mindful  of  not 
only  our  commitment  to  the  youth 
of  Louisiana,  but  also  of  the  deep 
satisfaction  of  being  a  part  of  the 
restoration  of  a  life. 


I  Was  a  Stranger 


A  true  story  — 

Tuesday,  2:40  p.m.  —  “New  Or¬ 
leans  tower  —  this  is  flight  451 
from  El  Salvador.  We  have  stow¬ 
aways  on  board.”  These  words  trig¬ 
gered  events  that  touched  the 
mission  of  The  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans. 

3:15  p.m.  —  As  the  plane  landed, 
it  was  stopped  on  the  taxi  apron. 
Two  adults  and  three  children  were 
removed,  placed  in  a  Emigration 
van,  and  with  flashing  lights  sped 
away  carrying  the  frightened  family. 

4:30  p.m.  —  Three  crying  chil¬ 
dren,  separated  from  parents, 
speaking  no  English,  strangers  in  a 
foreign  land,  came  through  the  door 
of  The  Home. 

How  do  you  say  in  Spanish, 
“Don’t  be  afraid,  —  We  will  take 
care  of  you  —  Everything  will  be 
O.K.”  We  didn’t  know  how. 

5:30  p.m.  —  The  evening  meal 
was  served.  The  two  smaller  chil¬ 
dren,  still  sobbing,  clung  to  the  nine 
year  old.  They  were  so  upset  they 
could  not  eat. 

6:15  p.m.  —  Three  people  ar¬ 
rived  to  attend  a  meeting  for  those 
who  might  want  to  volunteer  at  the 
Home.  As  I  met  them,  I  told  them 
of  the  new  arrivals,  and  half-hearted¬ 
ly  asked,  “Do  any  of  you  speak 
Spanish?” 

To  my  amazement,  one  lifted  her 
hand  and  said,  “I  speak  some.” 
“Wow,”  I  thought,  “Lord,  did  you 
bring  her  here  for  us?”  “Come  with 
me,”  I  said,  and  we  rushed  back  to 
find  the  children  still  crying,  fright¬ 
ened  and  clinging  to  the  older  child. 

Dinorah  began  to  speak  beautiful, 
fluid  Spanish.  Kneeling  beside 
them,  face  to  face  she  slowly  gained 
their  confidence.  You  could  tell  she 


was  an  angel  by  the  tender  touch 
she  had. 

What  a  miracle!  How  did  she  hap¬ 
pen  to  come  at  this  particular  time? 
Dinorah  stayed  with  them,  missing 
the  orientation  meeting  she  had 
come  to  attend. 

7:30  p.m.  —  The  meeting  ended. 
I  walked  by  the  room  where  the 
children  were.  What  a  change.  Each 
child  was  at  a  different  table  playing 
with  toys  and  games.  A  plate  sat 
near  by  where  they  had  eaten. 

Dinorah  stayed  until  the  children 
got  their  baths  and  night  clothing.  I 
left  for  home  feeling  that  the  Lord 
had  visited  us.  As  I  neared  home,  I 
thought,  “I  should  had  asked  Din¬ 
orah  to  come  back  tomorrow.” 

Wednesday,  8:30  a.m.  —  I  hurried 
in  to  see  the  new  children.  My  heart 
leaped  for  joy.  There  was  Dinorah 
and  her  sister  speaking  with  and 
comforting  the  children.  The  Lord 
had  heard  my  prayer. 

Thursday  10  a.m.  —  I  knew  the 
Emigration  Service  would  be  com¬ 
ing  for  the  children.  As  I  went  to  see 
them,  I  saw  that  they  had  on  new 
clothes.  I  smiled,  made  hand  signs 
to  say  the  new  clothes  were  pretty. 
They  smiled  and  nodded  their 
heads. 

1 1  a.m.  —  As  I  write  this,  I  do 
not  know  what  will  happen  to  the 
family.  They  will  probably  be  sent 
back  to  El  Salvador. 

I  do  know  that  the  children  will 
carry  a  memory  of  how  they  were  ‘a 
stranger  and  we  took  them  in.’  (Mat¬ 
thew  25:35b) 

I  will  remember  that  the  Lord  is  with 
us  and  watching  over  his  children. 

Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  Jr. 

P.S.  All  of  this  is  possible,  because 
you  care! 


Emily  came  to  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  on  a  crisp  fall  morn¬ 
ing.  She  was  a  small,  delicate  child 
who  seemed  very  fragile.  It  was  as  if 
she  would  be  blown  quite  easily 
across  the  street  to  blend  with  the 
autumn  leaves  scattered  on  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home 
grounds. 

I  met  with  Emily  only  to  discover 
that  she  couldn’t  respond  to  therapy 
in  a  traditional  sense.  She  was  un¬ 
able  to  play  cards  or  games  as  well. 
She  had  been  in  my  office  only  a 
few  minutes  when  she  hopped  in 
my  lap  obviously  frightened.  She 
began  to  tell  me  about  her  giant 
cats.  There  was  one  great  big  one 
and  two  smaller,  but  “still  big  ones.” 

I  had  expected  some  of  her  be¬ 
havior  to  be  unusual  because  I  knew 
she  had  been  abused  and  been  left 
psychotic.  She  came  to  us  from  a 
psychiatric  hospital  where  she  had 
made  great  strides  toward  health. 

The  longer  she  stayed  the  more 
her  behavior  deteriorated.  She  had 
temper  tantrums,  couldn’t  be  still  in 
school  and  seemed  quite  “hyper"  a 
good  bit  of  the  time.  She  also  would 
become  very  upset  when  the  lights 
in  her  room  were  turned  out. 

It  was  my  responsibility  as  her  so¬ 
cial  worker  to  try  and  understand 
what  she  was  going  through  and 
then  hopefully  help  decide  what 
treatment  might  be  most  beneficial. 

I  began  to  just  hold  her  in  my  lap 
when  I  saw  her  in  my  office.  She  be¬ 
came  very  verbal  and,  bit  by  bit,  be¬ 
gan  to  tell  me  her  story. 

She  .and  one  of  her  sisters  were 
kidnapped  from  her  mother’s  home 


by  their  biological  father  who  lived 
in  another  state.  Their  mother 
didn’t  know  where  the  father  lived 
or  even  if  her  ex-husband  had  taken 
them.  It  was  about  two  months  be¬ 
fore  the  children  were  found.  Those 
two  months  had  been  horrible  for 
those  little  girls.  As  it  turned  out, 
two  male  friends  of  the  father  had 
sexually  abused  the  little  girls  for  as 
long  as  they  were  with  their  father. 
The  girls  not  only  had  to  endure 
physical  pain  and  emotional  tor¬ 
ture,  but  it  became  obvious  that 
their  father  would  do  nothing  to 
protect  them  —  even  though  he  was 
in  the  bedroom  next  door! 

By  the  time  the  girls  were  re¬ 
turned  to  their  home  they  had  been 
very  traumatized. 

Emily  spent  most  of  her  time 
screaming  and  hiding.  She  lived  in 
constant  fear.  This  fear  is  what 
caused  the  presence  of  her  cats. 
Emily  made  up  these  cats  in  her 
mind  to  protect  herself  from  harm¬ 
ful  forces. 

Living  here  at  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  was  a  bit  more  than 
Emily  could  accomplish.  Her  fears 
were  still  too  large  and  her  trust  lev¬ 
el  too  small.  We  feared  a  return 
home  for  her  as  her  mother  was  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  homosexual  love  relation¬ 
ship. 

This  child  who  had  to  be  returned 
to  a  psychiatric  setting,  crawled  into 
my  heart.  I  never  turn  out  a  light 
without  thinking  about  Emily.  She 
was  only  here  about  two  weeks.  I 
hope  that  something  that  was  said 
or  done  helped  shatter  some  of  her 
darkness. 


Taking  Care  of  Our  Elderly . . . 


LAFON  HOME  UMC  is  a  facili¬ 
ty  that  has  been  built  to  provide  a 
home  away  from  home  for  our  el¬ 
derly.  Only  recently  Lafon  expand¬ 
ed  to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  our 
community  because  here  at  Lafon 
we  look  at  growing  old  as  being 
something  we  all  must  do.  Growing 
old  is  a  pleasure  rather  than  a  hin¬ 
drance. 

As  we  continue  to  live  and  learn 
we  have  found  that  many  people  in 
our  society  tend  to  forget  about  our 
elderly,  but  what  we  all  must  re¬ 
member  is  that  our  elderly  were  the 
true  leaders  in  the  beginning.  They 
were  the  ones  who  suffered  through 
hardships  and  struggles  to  see  to  it 
that  we,  the  younger  generation, 
would  survive  through  all  of  our  en¬ 
deavors. 

Therefore,  as  we  continue  to 
move  toward  our  goals  we  have 
found  that  sharing  our  warmth,  love 
and  compassion  adds  glory  to  each 
and  everyone  of  our  days  here  at 
Lafon. 

However,  not  only  has  Lafon 
Home  UMC  reached  out  to  help 
uplift  and  provide  for  our  elderly, 
but  also  the  Lafon  Home  Auxiliary. 

The  Lafon  Auxiliary  has  endeav¬ 
ored  to  increase  its  membership  in 
numbers,  since  this  is  a  way  to  raise 
the  image  of  the  facility  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  membership  is  divided 
into: 

1 .  Life  Members 

2.  Sustaining  Members 


3.  Active  Members 

4.  Student  Members 

5.  Organization  Members 

The  Lafon  Home  Auxiliary  has 
been  dedicated  as  well  as  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  betterment  of  our  facility, 
with  their  efforts  and  loyalty  ecumen¬ 
ically  toward  raising  funds. 

This  year  on  Saturday,  September 
9,  the  Auxiliary,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Mrs.  Alice  Porter,  President, 
Mrs.  Maude  Harris  and  the  banquet 
committee  planned  and  executed  an 
elegant  affair  at  a  local  hotel.  This 
banquet  was  coupled  with  a  style 
show  presented  by  The  Treasure  Chest 
Boutique  and  the  music  was  provided 
by  the  manager  and  proprietor  of  the 
Design  Dress  Boutique.  The  affair 
exhibited  the  ambience  of  the  United 
Methodist  community  leaders  show¬ 
ing  their  full  support  of  the  Lafon 
Facility. 

During  the  ceremony,  it  was  also 
mentioned  about  the  growing  con¬ 
cern  of  the  community  to  add  sup¬ 
port  to  the  Methodist  Home  by  the 
tremendous  number  of  Life  and 
Contribution  memberships.  This 
annual  affair  affords  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  the  membership  committee  to 
offer  recognition  for  those  persons. 

Finally,  working  towards  a  goal 
that  will  provide  so  much  joy  and 
happiness  for  our  elderly,  as  well  as 
our  community,  gives  each  and  ev¬ 
eryone  of  us  here  at  Lafon  a  feeling 
of  total  satisfaction  —  for  a  job  well 
done. 
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Veterans  Day: 
Somber  Thoughts 
Among  Swirling  Leaves 


I  had  worried  about  it  for  several  weeks.  The  Commander  of  the  local 
American  Legion  had  asked  me  to  say  a  few  words  and  offer  a  prayer 
for  the  annual  Veterans  Day  observance  in  the  city  where  I  was  a  pas¬ 
tor.  Since  he  was  both  a  friend  and  a  parishioner,  I  said  a  reluctant  yes. 
Reluctant  because  as  he  described  the  ceremony,  I  felt  more  and  more 
uneasy  —  “at  the  local  cemetery  . . .  honor  guard  . . .  Governor,  Mayor 
. . .  media  . . .  always  a  big  event.” 

The  gnawing  question  was:  What  should  be  said  and  what  should  be 
prayed  for.  In  the  cemetery  were  buried  those  who  gave  their  lives  in  at 
least  four  major  conflicts:  World  Wars  I  and  II,  Korea,  and  Vietnam. 

It  was  a  cold  day  on  November  1 1  when  we  gathered.  Swirling  leaves 
fueled  by  screaming  autumn  winds  provided  the  prelude.  The  trumpets 
blasted,  the  Governor  and  Mayor  were  presented.  I  was  still  wrestling 
with  my  thoughts  even  as  I  was  being  introduced.  My  eyes  glanced  to¬ 
ward  a  tombstone  near  where  I  was  standing.  The  inscription  jumped 
out  at  me:  “He  died  so  his  children  might  live  in  peace.” 

There  it  was!  I  thought  of  Lincoln’s  Gettysburg  Address  and  knew 
that  those  who  fought  and  died  in  our  wars  had  not  died  in  vain;  that 
those  who  fought  and  lived  had  not  fought  in  vain.  They  were  heroes 
and  heroines  in  a  day  of  war.  Because  of  them  we  have  the  option  for  a 
day  of  peace. 

My  prayer  was  one  of  thanksgiving  for  those  who  sacrificed  on  my 
behalf,  and  I  concluded  by  asking  God's  peace  to  be  upon  us  all  in  visi¬ 
ble  global  reality. 

UXMU.&  (QU 


Good  Samaritan  Countdown 


The  METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  HOME  in  Ruston  is  a  multiser¬ 
vice  child-care  facility  providing  residential,  emergency,  and  foster 
care  to  school-age  children  and  youth  throughout  the  state.  The  major 
emphasis  is  on  reconstruction  with  counseling  for  both  the  child  and 
the  family.  Support  this  agency  with  your  contribution  next  week  to 
the  GOOD  SAMARITAN  offering  November  19  —  this  will  be 
YOUR  CHANCE  TO  SHARE  with  these  SPECIAL  CHILDREN! 


G©@D  SAMARITAN  ^OFFERING 


YOUR  GENEROUS  SUPPORT  OF  THE  GOOD  SAMARITAN  OFFERING  IS  APPRECIATED!! 


' Dayspring '  Coming  to  Wesley 

Wesley  Putnam,  widely  acclaimed  evangelist,  singer,  and  composer,  will 
lead  a  revival  entitled  “Dayspring”  at  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
located  in  Sulphur.  The  dates  for  the  event  are  Sunday-Tuesday,  November 
26-28.  Services  will  be  held  on  Sunday  at  the  1 1  a.m.  worship  service  and 
another  will  take  place  at  7  p.m.  In  addition,  a  special  youth  meeting  will 
begin  at  4  p.m.  Monday  and  Tuesday  services  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 

This  ministry  includes  preaching,  drama  and  music  woven  together  to 
create  a  fresh  approach  to  renewal.  Rev.  Putnam’s  clear  call  to  commit¬ 
ment  through  both  word  and  song  has  impacted  the  lives  of  people  of  all 
ages  from  all  walks  of  life. 

He  is  currently  serving  as  president  of  the  National  Association  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Evangelists. 


Supporting  FISH  Program  Important 


Mr.  Glenn  Fernandez:  Applying  Agricultural  Engineering  to  hun¬ 
ger.  The  FISH  Program  is  one  of  fifteen  Advance  Specials  of  the 
Louisiana  conference. 


New  videos  available 

Just  in  Time  for  Holidays 


The  Conference  Resource  Library 
has  recently  purchased  several  new 
videos.  To  schedule  any  of  these  or 
other  resources  in  the  library,  con¬ 
tact  Carolyn  Powell  at  (504)  346- 
1646  or  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  There  is 
no  rental  fee  for  churches  who  are 
members  of  the  library.  You  pay 
only  postage. 

New  videos  are  as  follows: 

The  Promise 

is  a  17  minute  video  dealing  with 
responsibility,  promises,  love,  de¬ 
pendence,  and  forgiveness.  The  film 
is  about  a  10  year  old  girl  who  wants 
her  own  puppy.  An  opportunity  to 
eam  money  and  learn  to  care  for 
her  dog  arises  when  her  blind  neigh¬ 
bor  asks  her  to  care  for  his  guide 
dog  while  he  is  in  the  hospital.  But 
she  gets  bored  caring  for  the  dog 
and  she  carelessly  leaves  the  gate 
open  and  the  dog  runs  away.  She  is 
filled  with  remorse.  (Elementary) 

William 

This  is  an  enchanting  and  fanta¬ 
sy-like  tale  of  a  community  picnic 
as  seen  through  the  eyes  of  a  rather 
out-of-place  six-year-old  boy.  Too 
young  to  play  with  the  older  boys 
and  too  old  to  play  with  the  younger 
children,  he  wanders  off  into  a 
world  of  special  seeing.  He  is  not  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  other  children  until 
he  finds  a  valuable  ring.  This  video 
deals  with  competition,  creation 
and  self-identity.  (Primary-Adult) 

The  Stray 

is  a  video  that  deals  with  conver¬ 
sion,  reconciliation  and  salvation.  It 
is  a  modem  parable  based  on  the 
story  of  the  lost  sheep.  (Primary- 
Adult) 

How  Can  I  Tell 
If  I'm  In  Love? 

is  a  video  answering  questions 
that  every  teenager  faces.  Questions, 
such  as  “How  can  I  tell  if  I’m  in 
Love?”;  “Can  you  fall  in  love  more 
than  once?”;  “Can  you  love  more 
than  one  person  at  a  time?”;  “How 
important  is  sex  to  a  relationship?”; 
“Is  sex  love?”  and  others.  These 
questions  are  answered  with  the  help 
of  Justine  Bateman  from  Family 
Ties.  Jason  Bateman  from  Valerie. 
Ted  Danson  from  Cheers  and  a  cast 
of  real-life  teenagers.  (Youth) 


The  Secret  Of  The 
Second  Basement 

In  this  Christmas  Parable,  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  street  people  teach  that  no 
“things"  bring  greater  joy  than  Je¬ 
sus.  When  they  welcome  an  abused 
child  into  their  family,  they  teach 
her  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas 
that  Jesus  came  into  the  world  out' 
of  love  for  them  . . .  and  for  her  too! 
(Primary-Adult) 

Christmas  Is 

This  video  deals  with  disappoint¬ 
ment  that  is  turned  into  joy  when  a 
daydream  transports  a  little  boy 
and  his  pooch,  Waldo,  back  to  the 
first  Christmas.  There  they  join  the 
real  second  shepherd  and,  in  the 
magic  of  the  holy  birth,  the  boy 
learns  that  the  true  meaning  of 
Christmas  makes  each  of  us,  even 
second  shepherds,  special.  (Chil¬ 
dren) 

Preparing  For 
Christmas  II 

is  an  Advent  program  Tor  the 
family.  It  is  a  charming  series  of  4 
separate  programs,  each  one  devel¬ 
oping  a  special  aspect  of  God’s 
promise  to  send  us  a  Savior  and  of 
the  wonder  of  Jesus’  coming.  (Chil- 
dren-Adults) 

The  Other  Wise  Man 
This  animated  video  tells  the 
touching  story  of  Artaban,  the 
"fourth  wise  man”  who  sold  all  he 
possessed  and  bought  three  jewels 
(a  sapphire,  a  ruby  and  a  pearl)  to 
present  to  the  Christ-Child.  He 
could  not  have  predicted  how  his 
eventful  journey  would  end.  (Chil¬ 
dren) 

Christmas  List 

Video  tapes  (VHS); 

City  That  Forgot  About  Chirst- 

mas 

I  Will  Take  You  To  See  The 
Christ  Child 

When  The  Littlest  Camel  Knelt 
Star  of  Bethlehem 
The  First  Christmas 
Christmas  Is 

The  Secret  of  The  Second  Base¬ 
ment 

The  Other  Wise  Man 

Sound  filmstrips  (sfs); 

When  The  Littlest  Camel  Knelt 
First  Christmas 
Mary’s  Story 

Have  Yourself  A  Merry  Little 
Christmas  —  Kit 
Martin  The  Cobbler  —  1 6  MM 


Your  Church's  Television  Ministry 

Catch  the  Spirit 

An  Exciting  new  Season  All  New  Programs  beginning  October  with  the 

lOOTH  PROGRAM 


Seen  on  the  Cokesbury  Satellite  "television 
Network  (CSTN)  7:30  AM  (CT)  Sunday.  Check 
with  your  cable  company  for  other  times  on 
VISN.  ACTS.  AVN.  CTN  and  CTNA. 


UTCom: 


Use  Catch  The  Spirit  as  a  resource  In  your 
small  group  study  or  church  school.  Rent 
or  purchase  from  EcuTllm. 

1  800-251-4091. 


We  Help  The  Church  Tell  Its  Story 


It  cannot  be  overstated  that  water 
is  an  important  factor  in  agricul¬ 
ture.  In  case  we  ever  take  this  for 
granted,  all  that  is  needed  to  remind 
us  is  to  have  some  of  the  unusually 
dry  or  wet  weather  that  we  have  had 
in  Louisiana  for  the  past  year  and  a 
half  to  throw  a  monkey  wrench  into 
the  plans  of  even  our  very  best 
farmers. 

One  person  taking  the  subject  of 
water  seriously  is  Glenn  Fernandez, 
a  native  of  the  Philippines,  who  is 
working  on  his  Ph.D.  degree  in  Ag¬ 
ricultural  Engineering  at  Louisiana 
State  University.  Majoring  in  Water 
Management,  Glenn  is  studying  un¬ 
der  the  program  of  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  World  Hunger  Scholarship, 
also  known  as  FISH  (For  Indige¬ 
nous  Self  Help).  He  is  on  leave  from 
the  University  of  the  Philippines  at 
Los  Banos,  where  he  has  been  an 
instructor  and  researcher  on  Agri¬ 
cultural  Engineering  and  Agro- 
meterology  in  the  College  of 
Agro-Industrial  Technology. 

Wajer  Management,  which  deals 
with  irrigation,  water  storage,  etc., 
is  especially  important  in  the  Phil¬ 
ippines  where  rice  is  a  principal 
food  crop.  Glenn  states  that  when 
he  returns  home,  he  is  counting  on 
the  additional  expertise  gained 
from  his  work  here  in  Louisiana  to 
enable  him  to  carry  out  more  effec¬ 
tively  his  instruction,  research  and 
extension  responsibilities  and  en¬ 
hance  his  capabilities  to  embark  on 
research  and  development  pro¬ 
grams  which  will  contribute  to  agri¬ 
cultural  development  in  the 


Philippines. 

Glenn  is  an  interesting  person  to 
talk  with.  His  personality,  which 
comes  across  as  low  key,  might  first 
conceal  the  fact  that  despite  his  rel¬ 
atively  young  age  (thirty),  he  is  a 
person  with  an  impressive  back¬ 
ground  as  educator  and  scientist.  In 
his  spare  time,  which  is  scarce  these 
days,  he  enjoys  playing  basketball 
and  tennis.  His  wife,  Maria  Cris¬ 
tina,  has  joined  him  here  in  the 
states. 

Headquartered  at  LSU,  LMW 
Hunger  Scholarship  (FISH)  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  which  allows  highly  qualified 
scientist/students  from  countries 
which  are  deficient  in  food  produc¬ 
tion  to  come  to  the  United  States  to 
pursue  advanced  degrees  in  courses 
relating  to  food  production  or  nutri¬ 
tion.  Upon  graduation,  they  are 
committed  to  returning  to  their 
own  countries  to  apply  newly  ac¬ 
quired  knowledge  and  skills  toward 
solving  the  problems  of  hunger.  In- 
dividual  churches  can  sponsor 
scholarships  (as  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
Monroe,  sponsors  Mr.  Fernandez), 
a  church  can  partially  sponsor  a 
scholarship  or  contributions  can  be 
made  to  the  general  program.  As 
with  all  Louisiana  Conference 
Advance  Specials,  100%  of  all  con¬ 
tributions  go  to  the  project. 
Additional  information  on  this  ex¬ 
cellent  long-term  means  of  fighting 
world  hunger  can  be  obtained  by 
contacting  its  director.  Dr.  William 
H.  (Bill)  Patrick  Jr.,  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Marine  Sciences,  LSU,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge. 
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Cornerstone  UMC  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  sends  a  big  thank  you  to  all 
volunteers  who  assist  with  the  oper¬ 
ation  of  the  church’s  food  bank 
each  weekday.  At  the  present  time, 
the  food  bank  has  provided  food  to 
over  100  homes.  More  volunteers 
are  needed,  however,  to  maintain 
the  food  bank’s  continued  success. 
Rev.  Timothy  E.  Lawson  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  UM  Men  of  Louisiana  Me¬ 
morial  UMC  in  Opelousas  is  gear¬ 
ing  up  for  its  Bar-Be-Que  Chicken 
Dinner  Day.  Their  goal  is  to  sell 
1200  dinners.  Members  appreciate 
support  so  that  they  can  accomplish 
this  year’s  goal.  They  plan  on  put¬ 
ting  proceeds  toward  the  building 
fund  debt.  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr. 
is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  TAT  Group  of  Gretna  UMC 
met  recently  during  a  noon  salad 
luncheon.  A  special  presentation 
was  given  by  Marina  Espina,  head 
of  the  Education/Psychology  De¬ 
partment  at  UNO.  Ms.  Espina  pre¬ 
sented  slides  on  the  Philippines.  It 
was  truly  an  interesting  as  well  as 
exciting  program.  Rev.  Bob  L.  Law- 
ton  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Warren  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  re¬ 
cently  observed  Laity  Sunday  dur¬ 
ing  both  7  a.m.  and  1 1  a.m.  worship 
services.  The  theme  which  was  used 
was  “Ordinary  People,  Extraordi¬ 
nary  Power.”  John  W.  Houston  was 
the  guest  speaker  during  the  7  a.m. 
service  and  Betty  Dean  Nash  Ad¬ 
ams  spoke  during  the  1 1  a.m.  ser¬ 
vice.  Rev.  Larry  Martin  Sr.  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Progress  is  being  made  at  First 
UMC  in  Ponchatoula.  A  contract 
was  recently  signed  by  the  church’s 
Trustees  for  the  installation  of  cen¬ 
tral  heat  and  air  for  the  Abel’s 
Building  and  the  office  wing.  Also, 
a  new  folding  machine  was  pur¬ 
chased  for  bulletins  and  newsletters. 
In  addition,  the  pastor’s  study, 
along  with  the  secretary’s  office  and 
the  parsonage  have  seen  changes 
and  improvements.  Dr.  Larry  Rob¬ 
ertson  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Ms.  Hannelore  Becker  recently 
became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  along  with  82  others, 
in  a  most  impressive  Federal  Court 
ceremony  in  New  Orleans.  She  is  an 
active  member  of  Carrollton  UMC. 


Within  the  church  she  is  a  member 
of  its  Crusaders  Class,  the  Chancel 
Choir,  and  the  Lena  Martinez  Cir¬ 
cle  of  the  church’s  UMW.  Ms. 
Becker  came  to  the  US  from  West 
Germany  24  years  ago,  and  gives 
much  credit  to  the  church  for  its 
moral  support.  Eight  members  wit¬ 
nessed  the  swearing  in  ceremony. 
Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Administrative  Board  of 
Noel  UMC  in  Shreveport  met  re¬ 
cently  to  consider  the  church’s  pro¬ 
posed  1990  Goals  Budget.  Mark 
Williamson,  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Finance,  presented  a  bud¬ 
get  which  was  adopted.  This  new 
budget  represents  a  4.63%  increase 
over  the  1989  operating  budget. 
The  Board  also  approved  a  34  week 
Bible  Study  program  entitled  “Dis¬ 
ciple”  which  will  be  conducted  by 
Rev.  Scott  Adams.  This  study  ini¬ 
tially  will  be  for  only  12  specially 
selected  individuals  who  will,  hope¬ 
fully,  become  teachers  for  12  simi¬ 
lar  studies  during  the  fall  of  1990. 
Members  of  the  Futures  Committee 
were  named  as  follows:  Juan  Wat¬ 
kins,  Chairman;  Skip  Buford,  Sam 
Crawford,  Todd  Davis,  Jake  Drin- 
dak,  Bert  Greve,  Tom  Jordan,  Sally 
Montgomery,  Susan  Wood,  and 
Paul  Young.  Dr.  Charles  Simmons  is 
pastor. 

*  »  * 

Live  Oak  UMC  in  Watson  is 
holding  a  Fall  Festival  and  Crafts 
Show  on  Saturday,  November  18 
from  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  There  will  be 
barbeque  beef  dinners,  a  sweet  sale, 
children's  games,  puppet  shows, 
and  a  hayride,  along  with  a  list  of 
other  activities  to  be  enjoyed  by  ev¬ 
eryone.  Craftsmen  from  across 
south  Louisiana  will  have  beautiful 
handmade  gifts  available.  Proceeds 
collected  from  the  festival  will  go 
towards  the  church’s  building  fund. 
Rev.  John  E.  Scarf  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Youth  of  St.  Mark  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  have  sensed  a  “new 
commitment”  in  their  young  lives 
that  they  too,  can  “Celebrate  and 
Witness  to  God’s  Grace.”  It  is  evi¬ 
dent  in  their  meetings,  fellowship, 
service,  and  retreats.  The  group 
gathered  recently  for  a  “Lock-In" 
which  provided  fun,  education  and 
spiritual  growth.  On  Sunday,  Octo¬ 
ber  22,  the  youth  were  in  charge  of 
the  morning  worship  service.  Rev. 
Ken  Fisher  is  pastor. 


The  I'nited  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Editorial; 


A  poignant,  probing  irony 


Amid  three  recent  widely  noted 
disasters — two  hurricanes  and  an 
earthquake — a  letter  arrived  that 
reminded  us  of  a  sobering  reality: 

Not  all,  or  even  most,  human  “di¬ 
sasters”  make  newspaper  headlines. 

The  writer,  an  active  church  mem¬ 
ber.  asked  that  her  letter  not  be  pub¬ 
lished.  She  hoped,  however,  that  her 
family’s  experience  could  be  used  in 
a  “positive  way”  to  help  others. 

Her  story  began  a  year  ago  when 
she  and  her  husband  learned  that  two 
of  their  children  were  using  drugs. 

That  discovery  plunged  them  into 
an  emotional,  financial  and  spiritu¬ 
al  nightmare.  In  time,  a  community 
agency  came  to  their  rescue  and 
guided  them  to  sources  of  help. 

Throughout  their  experience, 
however,  one  thing  was  conspicu¬ 
ously  missing:  an  active  effort  by 
their  church  to  learn  about  and  re¬ 
spond  to  their  spiritual  needs. 

“Not  one  person  [from  the  church] 
went  to  see  our  children  while  they 
were  recovering,”  she  wrote. 

Then  she  asked:  “How  were  they 
to  know  that  God  loves  them  when 
the  pastors  and  members  of  their 
church  do  not  visit  or  talk  to  them 
during  this  difficult  time?” 

That’s  a  poignant  and  probing 
question  that  implicitly  challenges 
every  congregation. 

Most  congregations  are  caring 
bodies.  For  every  story  like  our  let¬ 
ter  writer’s,  far  more  could  be  told 
of  churches  “being  there”  for  mem¬ 


bers  in  need. 

Regrettably,  however,  this  family’s 
experience  likely  isn’t  an  isolated 
one.  Powerful  cultural  forces  inhibit 
the  willingness  of  even  Christians  to 
offer  direct,  one-on-one  help  to  peo¬ 
ple  in  crisis,  including — and  maybe 
even  particularly — people  we  know. 

Those  forces  include  an  exaggerat¬ 
ed  regard  for  the  “right  to  priva¬ 
cy” — the  assumption  that  people 
can  and  should  handle  personal 
problems  by  themselves — and  a 
multitude  of  fears:  of  incompetence, 
rejection,  legal  entanglements,  etc. 

Those  forces  also  include  a  mini¬ 
mizing  of  the  spiritual  aspect  of  hu¬ 
man  tragedy  such  as  the  need  for 
flesh-and-blood  reminders  that  God’s 
love  is  real  and  always  available. 

The  net  effect  is  a  sad  irony: 

As  the  body  of  Christ,  we  frequent¬ 
ly  shine  in  responding  to  “major”  di¬ 
sasters  such  as  hurricanes  and 
earthquakes.  Too  often,  however,  we 
overlook,  and  even  actively  disregard, 
personal  disasters  in  our  midst. 

In  light  of  that  irony,  our  letter 
writer’s  negative  experience  can 
serve  a  positive  end  in  two  ways. 

It  can  prod  us  prayerfully  to  assess 
our  response  to  the  anguish  of  peo¬ 
ple  we  know  and  our  willingness  to 
witness  to  them  about  God’s  love. 

It  also  reminds  us  that  our  man¬ 
date  as  Jesus’  followers  includes  re¬ 
sponding  with  compassion  to 
disasters  of  all  kinds — those  that 
make  headlines  and  those  that  don’t. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Faith  forum 


FaithLine  . 

The  Thanksgiving  holiday  gives  us  a  special  time  to  express 
gratitude  to  God  for  our  blessings.  What  about  The  United 
Methodist  Church  will  you  thank  God  for  this  Thanksgiving? 
What  aspects  of  your  congregation  cause  you  to  be  thankful? 
Tell  us  your  views  by  recording  a  45  second  message  (maxi¬ 
mum)  on  our  FaithLine  answering  machine.  Call  (214)  630- 
6499  by  Nov.  15. 


Why  do  we  hold  tightly  to  Apostles'  Creed? 


I  was  pleased  to  read  William 
Sanford’s  article  headlined, “Why 
burden  new  disciples  with  the  Apos¬ 
tles’  Creed?”  (see  UMR,  Oct.  20). 

I  couldn’t  believe  it  when  we 
opened  to  the  baptismal  covenant 
in  the  new  hymnal  during  a  recent 
ceremony  to  accept  new  believers 
into  our  congregation  and  saw  the 
ritual  contained  the  creed. 

I  have  felt  uncomfortable  with 
the  Apostles'  Creed  for  some  time 
and  have  wondered  why  we  hold 
onto  it  so  tenaciously.  Some  of  the 
other  creeds  say  it  so  much  more 
meaningfully — the  Korean,  the  Ca¬ 
nadian  or  the  Contemporary  Meth¬ 
odist  one.  Mr.  Sanford  said  it  so 
well: 

“Today’s  disciples  have  burdens 
enough.  Let’s  not  thrust  on  them  the 
weight  of  an  incomplete,  misleading 
and  highly  debatable  creed.” 

Maijorie  T.  Givens 
Lakeland,  Florida 

Creed  is  still  needed 

Brother  William  Sanford  writes 


about  the  Apostles’  Creed  that  he  is 
disturbed  by  the  sentence,  “I  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  resurrection  of  the 
body”  (see  UMR,  Oct.  20). 

That  is  a  very  important  doctrine 
of  the  Christian  faith  and  can  be 
easily  explained  by  saying,  “We 
shall  arise  with  a  new  body,  not  this 
sick  and  dying  one  we  have  now." 

Then  Brother  Sanford  writes, 
“The  line,  ‘born  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,’  is  dubious.” 

The  doctrine  of  the  Virgin  Birth 
is  very  important  as  we  believe  in  a 
God  who  can  do  anything— a  su¬ 
pernatural  God  with  whom  all 
things  are  possible. 

The  Apostles’  Creed  is  just  as  im¬ 
portant  now  as  it  was  when  it  was 
first  used  to  refute  heresy  and  say 
what  the  church  really  believed. 

H.L.  Weaver 

Punxsutawney,  Pennsylvania 

Take  with  grain  of  salt 

I  noticed  a  short  news  item  re¬ 
garding  Namibia  in  the  Oct.  6  issue. 


It  said  there  had  been  “allegations 
of  atrocities  committed  by  the 
South  West  Africa  Peoples  Organi¬ 
sation  in  Namibia.” 

These  alleged  atrocities  were  not 
detailed.  The  source  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  wasn't  named. 

In  the  meantime,  there  have  been 
documented  reports  of  South  Afri¬ 
can  attempts  to  rig  the  Namibian 
elections  by  harassment  and  intimi¬ 
dation  of  voters  and  by  bringing 
South  Africans  over  the  border  to 
register. 

If  you  want  to  talk  about  brutal 
treatment,  you  need  look  no  further 
than  this  past  April.  That  was  when 
news  of  a  SWAPO  “incursion"  into 
Namibia  broke. 

Information  on  this  so-called  “in¬ 
cursion”  was  disseminated  by  the 
South  African  government  and  was 
later  found  to  be  false.  SWAPO 
guerrillas  who  surrendered  to  South 
African  forces  were  executed  at  close 
range.  That  was  not  covered  by  any 
of  the  three  TV  networks. 


If  I  were  World  Council  of 
Churches  chief  Emilio  Castro,  I 
would  take  allegations  against 
SWAPO  with  a  grain  of  salt  until  I 
found  who  was  making  them  and 
whether  they  could  be  substantiated. 

Barbara  E.  Brayton 
Denver,  Colorado 

Adoption  suggested 

In  response  to  the  Oct.  13  letter 
from  Marijo  Thornhill,  there  is  some¬ 
thing  that  we  can  do  concerning  the 
problem  of  abortion  vs.  non-abortion. 

If  even  half  the  people  who  don’t 
approve  of  abortion  would  adopt,  or 
even  contribute  to  the  care  and  nur¬ 
turing  of  an  unwanted  child,  half  the 
problem  would  be  fixed.  We  are  not 
doing  anything  to  take  care  of  these 
accidental  children. 

Getting  mad,  marching,  slogans  or 
whatever  will  not  fix  the  problem. 
Get  involved  in  the  care  of  an  un¬ 
wanted  child  instead  of  getting  mad. 

L.B.  Brown 
Austin,  Texas 


Faithfully  yours — 

'We  must  not  give  in  to  desire  for  revenge' 


HASL1BERG,  Switzerland — I 
didn’t  know  that  our  church  owns  a 
hotel  in  the  heart 
of  the  Swiss  Alps. 

Now  I  do,  after  re¬ 
cently  spending  a 
week  there  with 
about  100  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  from 
different  parts  of 
the  world. 

The  occasion 
wasn’t  a  pleasure  junket  but  an  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  meeting  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 

Our  task  was  to  complete  basic 
plans  for  the  next  World  Methodist 
Conference  in  Singapore  during  the 
summer  of  1 99 1  (see  UMR,  Oct.  1 3). 

The  meeting’s  most  dramatic  mo¬ 
ment,  however,  came  during  an  ad¬ 
dress  by  the  Rev.  Stanley  Mogoba, 
presiding  bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Southern  Africa. 

Bishop  Mogoba  thanked  Method¬ 
ists  worldwide  for  recognizing  that 


South  Africa’s  foremost  problem 
isn’t  one  of  internal  politics  or  eco¬ 
nomics  but  of  human  relationships. 

“That  makes  it  a  world  problem,” 
he  said. 

While  the  situation  in  his  country 
often  seems  hopeless.  Bishop  Mogoba 
said  the  church  “has  become  the 
voice  of  South  Africa’s  voiceless  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  recognized  leader  in  seek¬ 
ing  to  bring  about  peaceful  change.” 

He  described  pastoral  visits  with 
South  Africa’s  most  famous  Method¬ 
ist,  Nelson  Mandela.  The  bishop  said 
Mr.  Mandela  always  ends  the  visits  by 
saying:  "Give  my  thanks  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  people  for  their  ministry  to  me." 

While  adopting  a  cautious  atti¬ 
tude  toward  South  Africa’s  new 
white  leadership.  Bishop  Mogoba 
said  changes  are  taking  place  daily 
that  would  have  been  unthinkable 
even  two  months  ago. 

That  includes  peaceful  marches 
protesting  apartheid  in  which  police 
stand  aside  and  permit  church  lead¬ 


ers  to  maintain  order. 

“It  is  encouraging  that  many  white 
South  Africans  are  beginning  to  iden¬ 
tify  themselves  as  Africans  and  to 
join  with  us  in  marching  for  a  new 
South  Africa,”  said  Bishop  Mogoba. 

He  said  the  church  has  several 
roles  to  play  in  that  future.  The  first 
is  reconciliation. 

“I  have  every  reason  to  hate  white 
people  because  of  what  they’ve  done 
to  me  in  my  country — imprisoning 
me,  beating  me  and  treating  me  as 
less  than  a  human  being,”  he  said. 

“It  is  hard  to  love  people  who  do 
such  things,  but  as  Christians,  we 
must  not  let  ourselves  give  in  to  a 
desire  for  hate  and  revenge. 

“The  time  has  come  for  us  to 
draw  an  end  to  hate  and  violence. 
Hate  and  violence  are  part  of  a  nev¬ 
er-ending  cycle  that  ultimately  is 
self-destructive.” 

Bishop  Mogoba  compared  the 
changes  taking  place  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  to  a  giant  tidal  wave. 
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“It  has  grown  so  large  now  that  it 
cannot  be  turned  back,”  he  said. 

While  not  predicting  a  timetable, 
he  expressed  confidence  that  “the 
recent  elections  in  South  Africa  are 
the  last  ones  that  will  not  include 
participation  by  blacks.” 

While  Bishop  Mogoba  is  slight  in 
physical  stature,  he  is  a  giant  in 
Christian  stature. 

I  am  thankful  to  be  part  of  a 
church  that  is  linked  in  spirit  and 
mission  to  all  the  other  parishes  of 
the  world  . . .  and  that  produces 
leaders  such  as  Stanley  Mogoba. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 

Mr.  Dunnam  is  editor-general 
manager  of  the  Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“I  have  fought  the  good  fight.  I 
have  finished  the  race.  I  have  kept 
the  faith.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Peter  5:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  12 

Monday:  Psalms  9:1-10 
Tuesday:  Psalms  9:11-20 
Wednesday:  Zechariah  7:1-10 
Thursday:  Luke  20:27-36 
Friday:  Luke  20:41-47 
Saturday:  2  Thessalonians  2:13-16 
Sunday:  2  Thessalonians  3:1-5 
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Here  I  Stand 


It  should  be  possible  for  us 
to  back  'choice'  and  'life' 


By  JOHN  B.  GILL  III 

One  of  the  great  moral  issues  fac¬ 
ing  America  today  is  abortion. 

We  hear  about  it  on  TV  and  radio 
news  and  read  about  it  in  the  papers 
daily.  Longtime  friendships  are 
strained  because  one  is  “pro-life” 
and  the  other  is  “pro-choice.” 

Even  the  Christian  community  is 
at  odds  over  this  explosive  issue. 
People  of  conviction  on  each  side 
have  drawn  their  battle  lines  and 
have  vowed  never  to  surrender. 

Those  who  call  themselves  “pro¬ 
life”  have  condemned  any  who 
have  a  different  opinion  as  “mur¬ 
derers.”  Those  who  describe  them¬ 
selves  as  “pro-choice”  say  that  the 
anti-abortion  movement  is  filled 
with  religious  extremists  who  want 
to  abolish  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

Neither  view  is  fair 

It’s  too  bad  that  this  issue  has  been 
drawn  so  sharply,  for  neither  view  is 
fair  to  the  other.  Nor  does  either  rec¬ 
ognize  the  complexity  of  the  moral 
and  ethical  issues  involved. 

Our  United  Methodist  Church 
has  for  many  years  expressed  a  re¬ 
markably  consistent  opinion  on 
abortion. 

Bishop  H.  Hasbrouck  Hughes  Jr. 
(Florida  Area)  has  recently  described 
our  position  as  being  both  “pro-life” 
and  “pro-choice” — “pro-life”  in  that 
we  abhor  abortion  as  a  moral  and 
ethical  evil,  yet  “pro-choice”  in  that 
we  would  oppose  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  ban  abortion. 

Let  me  explain  by  pointing  to  an¬ 
other  difficult  issue  of  our  day. 

Jesus  never  addressed  abortion 
directly.  However  he  did  have 
something  definite  to  say  about  di¬ 
vorce  (Matthew  19:1-6). 

According  to  Jesus,  divorce  is  ethi¬ 
cally  and  morally  evil  and  must  be 
avoided  (“Those  who  God  has  joined 
together  let  no  one  separate”). 

Yet  throughout  the  centuries  of 
Christendom,  we  have  recognized 
that,  while  divorce  is  evil  in  the 
sight  of  God,  it  may  be  better  than 
the  alternatives  (physical  or  emo¬ 
tional  abuse,  for  example). 

Therefore,  the  church  has  sought 
(or  should  be  seeking)  to  be  in  min¬ 
istry  to  those  whose  marriages  are 
in  danger  of  divorce  as  well  as  those 


" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
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opinions  and  con¬ 
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whose  families  have  been  forced  to 
opt  for  divorce  as  a  solution  to  in¬ 
soluble  problems. 

While  divorce  is  an  evil  that  all 
Christians  abhor,  no  one  would  sug¬ 
gest  that  we  make  the  option  of  di¬ 
vorce  illegal.  Divorce  must  be 
legally  available,  even  though  we 
pray  it  is  seldom  used. 

Same  is  true  for  abortion 

The  same  is  true  for  abortion. 

“In  continuity  with  past  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching,  we  recognize  tragic 
conflicts  of  life  with  life  that  may 
justify  abortion  and  in  such  cases 
support  the  legal  option  of  abortion 
under  proper  medical  procedures. 
We  cannot  affirm  abortion  as  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  means  of  gender  selection” 
(from  The  Social  Principles  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church). 

It  is  possible  to  be  both  “pro-life” 
and  “pro-choice.”  To  be  honest,  I 
believe  that  most  Americans  oppose 
abortion  but  support  the  legal  op¬ 
tion  of  abortion. 

There  need  be  no  discrepancy 
here.  If  Americans  (and  Christians) 
can  stop  pointing  accusing  fingers  at 
each  other  long  enough  to  look  for 
the  common  ground  between  us,  we 
may  find  that  we  are  able  to  do 
something  about  the  social  and  mor¬ 
al  conditions  that  cause  unwanted 
pregnancies  in  the  first  place. 

Banning  abortion  is  not  the  an¬ 
swer.  A  transformation  of  the  moral 
climate  of  America  is  what  is  needed. 

As  abhorrent  as  abortion  is  to  us, 
it  must  be  legally  available.  And  we 
as  Christians  must  pray  that  it  is 
seldom  used. 


What  others  are  saying 


“I  think  45  years  was  not  too  stiff 
a  penalty  [for  TV  evangelist  Jim 
Bakker].  I  was  disappointed  that  he 
was  fined  only  $500,000.  It  will  cost 
us  taxpayers  $20,000  a  year  to  keep 
him  in  a  country  club  prison.  I 
don’t  want  to  have  to  pay  for  his 
sins  twice.  He  and  other  white-col¬ 
lar  criminals  should  be  fined  more 
stiffly  and  pay  for  their  upkeep.” 

— The  Rev.  Paul  A.  Mickey,  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of  pastoral  theology, 
Duke  University,  and  board  member 
of  the  unofficial  Good  News  evan¬ 
gelical  caucus. 

*  *  * 

“If  we  as  a  church  have  not  devel¬ 
oped  an  educated  and  missional  la¬ 
ity  or  clergy,  how  can  we  assume 
that  our  church  will  have  a  future? 


. . .  What  happens  in  our  churches 
is  more  political  and  social  than  re¬ 
ligious.” 

— Theressa  Hoover,  deputy  general 
secretary,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Women’s  Division 

Hr  *  * 

“Has  the  congregation  become  an 
end  in  itself  rather  than  the  means 
toward  the  end  of  bold  and  faithful 
witness  of  the  laity  in  the  places 
they  show  up  in  their  daily  lives? 
My  understanding  of  the  Gospel 
leads  me  to  believe  that  our  purpose 
as  Christians  is  not  found  in  serving 
the  church  but  rather  in  serving 
God  in  all  the  arenas  of  our  daily 
lives.” 

— Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Christo¬ 
pher  (Minnesota  Area) 


for  the  mission 
of  our  church 

Use  the  1990  PRAYER  CALENDAR 


As  a  daily  guide  the  PRAYER  CALENDAR  enables  you  to 
pray  for  each  missionary,  crusade  scholar  and  mission  execu¬ 
tive  on  their  birthdays  and  mission  programs  throughout 
the  U.S.  and  the  world. 

In  addidon  you  will  receive: 

•  Excerpts  from  missionary  letters; 

•  Names  and  addresses  of  missionaries  and  deacon  esses 
(present  and  retired); 

•  Names  and  addresses  of  the  heads  of  overseas 
churches  and  the  staff  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries; 

•  Maps  showing  the  location  of  mission  projects. 

No  other  resource  contains  as  much  information  on  the 
mission  work  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

This  Christmas  give 
THE  1990  PRAYER  CALENDAR 
...and  join  the  United  Methodist  mission  prayer  fellowship. 

Order  your  gift  copies  of  the  Prayer  Calendar  (#1499)  @  $5.00  plus  postage  and 
handling  charges,  from:  Service  Center,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  7820 
Reading  Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 
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watch 


Charles  Stith 


RACIAL  HARMONY:  A  broad-based 
group  of  U.S.  religious  and  civic  leaders  plans  to 
launch  a  nationwide  appeal 
next  month  for  a  “new  con¬ 
sensus”  on  racial  justice  is¬ 
sues.  The  Rev.  Charles  R. 

Stith,  president  of  the  Orga¬ 
nization  for  a  New  Equality, 
said  1,000  people  are  being 
invited  to  assemble  Dec.  14 
on  the  steps  of  the  U.S.  Cap¬ 
itol  for  a  candlelight  vigil 
and  to  sign  a  292-word  “Call  for  Racial  Harmo¬ 
ny,  Justice  and  Equality.”  Mr.  Stith,  pastor  of 
Boston's  Union  United  Methodist  Church,  said 
the  appeal  is  a  response  to  “the  frightening  in¬ 
crease  in  racial  tension  and  violence  in  our  com¬ 
munities  and  even  on  college  campuses.” 

WOMEN'S  ASSEMBLY:  Some 

10,000  women  are  expected  to  attend  the  largest 
regularly  scheduled  event  in  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church — the  quadrennial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women’s  Assembly.  The  international 
meeting  is  scheduled  to  run  May  3-6  at  the  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.,  Municipal  Auditorium.  Sched¬ 
uled  speakers  include  Marian  Wright  Edelman, 
a  Washington  civil-rights  activist  and  children’s 
advocate,  and  Noel  Brown  of  Jamaica,  a  leading 
United  Nations  environmental  official.  The 
gathering  is  sponsored  by  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  theme  of  the  1990  event  is 
“Witnesses  for  a  New  World.” 


decade  must  1 


Joe  Hale 


EVANGELISM'S  NEW  TASK:  Glo¬ 
bal  evangelization  in  the  next  decade  must  be 
planned  with  the  poor  and 
the  illiterate  clearly  in 
mind,  said  a  top  leader  of 
World  Methodism.  “If  the 
majority  of  the  world’s  pop¬ 
ulation  is  poor — and  by  the 
year  2000  one  out  of  four 
will  be  urban  poor — this 
has  enormous  implications 
for  the  task  of  evangeliza¬ 
tion  today,”  said  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  World  Methodist  Council.  The 
remark  was  included  in  a  report  last  month  to 
the  Conference  of  Secretaries  of  Christian 
World  Communions  in  Geneva,  Switzerland. 
“We  will  make  the  Gospel  convincing  when  we 
show  concern  and  compassion  for  the  poor,” 
Dr.  Hale  said. 

DEATH  THREATS  AGAIN:  An  Is¬ 
lamic  leader  in  Manchester,  England,  has  re¬ 
newed  the  death  threat  against  novelist  Salman 
Rushdie,  author  of  “The  Satanic  Verses.”  Fol¬ 
lowing  an  Oct.  22  meeting  at  his  mosque,  Kalim 
Siddiqui  told  reporters  he  would  be  prepared  to 
kill  Mr.  Rushdie.  Bob  Cryer,  a  member  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  has  called  for  an  investigation  of  whether 
Dr.  Siddiqui  could  be  prosecuted  for  criminal  in¬ 
citement  to  murder.  Earlier  this  year  the  late 
Ayatollah  Khomeini  of  Iran  ordered  Mr.  Rush¬ 
die’s  death  for  writing  a  blasphemous  book. 

Compiled  irom  staff  and  news  reports 


UMs  leading  interfaith 
quake  recovery  efforts 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  pulling 
together  with  fellow  northern 
Californians  to  rebuild  after  a  di¬ 
sastrous  Oct.  1 7  earthquake. 

Interfaith  cooperation,  "care 
for  the  caregivers”  and  addition¬ 
al  damage  assessments  highlight 
recovery  efforts,  according  to 
sources  in  the  Califomia-Nevada 
Annual  Conference. 

United  Methodists  are  heading 
two  interfaith  earthquake  relief 
groups. 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Corson,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  San  Jose  Dis¬ 
trict,  has  been  named  president 
of  the  Interfaith  Disaster  Recov¬ 
ery  Network  of  Central  Coastal 
California. 

The  Rev.  Warner  H.  Brown 
Jr.,  pastor  of  Taylor  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Oakland,  is  heading  the  Greater 


Oakland  Interfaith  Recovery 
Task  Force. 

Meanwhile,  Bishop  Melvin  G. 
Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area)  was 
scheduled  to  meet  late  last  week 
with  pastors  from  earthquake- 
ravaged  areas  in  what  Dr.  Corson 
described  as  “a  time  of  care  for 
the  caregivers.” 

“We’ll  get  together  for  a  meal 
and  a  time  of  sharing  and  com¬ 
pare  notes,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Charles  A.  Lerrigo, 
conference  communications  di¬ 
rector,  reported  that  continuing 
assessments  are  bringing  to  light 
previously  undetected  structural 
damage  to  northern  California 
United  Methodist  churches. 

Preliminary  repair  estimates 
from  three  churches— First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Los  Gat¬ 
os  and  Bethany  and  Central 
United  Methodist  churches  in 
San  Francisco — total  more  than 
$100,000,  Mr.  Lerrigo  said. 


Those  reports  were  offset  by  a 
check  for  $25,000  sent  to  Bishop 
Talbert  by  Bishop  Robert  C. 
Morgan  (Mississippi  Area)  as  a 
gift  from  the  Mississippi  Annual 
Conference,  he  continued. 

The  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  sent  $10,000  to  the 
area  immediately  after  the  quake. 

Recent  damage  assessments  by 
the  United  Methodist  committee 
and  Church  World  Service,  relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  are  expected  to  result 
in  recommendations  for  addi¬ 
tional  funds. 

Estimates  of  initial  contribu¬ 
tions  for  California  earthquake 
relief  won’t  be  available  until 
mid-November,  said  Clifford 
Smith  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  gifts  process¬ 
ing  department  in  New  York. 

Contributors  may  direct  gifts 
for  California  earthquake  relief  to 
Advance  Special  No.  901325-2. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

OAKLAND,  Calif. — Dorothy  Lee  (left)  and  Janice  Van  Duzan 
pray  during  an  interfaith  memorial  service  for  victims  of  the 
Oct.  17  Loma  Prieta  earthquake  in  northern  California.  Some 
300  people  attended  the  services  at  Taylor  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  near  the  collapsed  section  of  Interstate  880, 
known  locally  as  the  Cypress  overpass  of  the  Nimitz  Freeway. 

Increase  in  Hugo  gifts 
cheers  church  officials 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO  BY  DON  EDKINS 


Namibians  hail  returnees  as  election  approaches 

WINDHOEK,  Namibia— Members  of  the  Namibian  National  Students’  Organization  hail  the 
Sept.  14  return  of  Sam  Nujoma,  exiled  leader  of  the  South  West  Africa  Peoples  Organization. 
He  and  other  refugees  came  home  to  participate  in  the  Nov.  7-11  election.  The  balloting  is  to 
lead  to  Namibia's  independence  from  South  Africa  in  1990.  The  United  Nations  High  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  Refugees  has  said  that  Namibia's  churches  have  provided  the  food,  transportation 
and  housing  that  is  enabling  the  41,000  returnees  to  vote. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Contributions  to  help  victims 
of  Hurricane  Hugo  have  taken  a 
giant  leap,  much  to  the  relief  of 
church  officials. 

Donations  to  Advance  Special 
No.  40 1 500-3  between  Oct.  1 2  and 
Oct.  22  totaled  $104,145.  said  Clif¬ 
ford  Smith  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  gifts  processing 
department  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Smith  estimated  that  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  have  contributed 
$136,000  to  Hugo  relief  since  the 
killer  storm  struck  the  Caribbean 
and  the  Carolinas  in  September. 

The  new  total  eased  the  con¬ 
cern  of  church  officials,  who  ear¬ 
lier  had  feared  a  slow  rate  of 
giving  would  hamper  sustained 
relief  efforts. 

Even  with  the  increase  in  giv¬ 
ing,  cash  donations  for  Hugo  relief 
efforts  are  still  desperately  needed, 
said  Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg.  chief 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

The  relief  committee  sent 
$150,000  for  Hugo  relief  almost 
immediately  after  the  storm  rav¬ 
aged  the  U.S.  Virgin  Islands, 


Contributions  for 
Hurricane  Hugo  relief  may 
be  directed  to  Advance 
Special  No.  401500-3. 


Puerto  Rico,  South  Carolina  and 
the  greater  Charlotte,  N.C.,  area. 

The  agency’s  latest  effort  was 
to  send  a  special  12-member 
work  team  to  St.  Croix  in  the 
U.S.  Virgin  Islands. 

The  team  left  New  York  Oct. 
25  and  was  scheduled  to  stay  un¬ 
til  Nov.  8  to  help  islanders  start 
their  long  recovery. 

About  90  percent  of  the  island’s 
■  housing  was  reportedly  destroyed 
by  the  hurricane.  While  streets 
and  highways  have  been  cleared, 
much  of  the  area  looks  the  same  as 
immediately  after  the  storm,  said 
the  Rev.  R.  Dean  Hancock,  relief 
specialist  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  relief  committee. 

“It  really  is  total  destruction,” 
said  Mr.  Hancock,  who  visited 
the  island.  “I  couldn’t  quite  be¬ 
lieve  it.” 

The  United  Methodist  News 
Service  contributed  to  this  report. 


Your  Investment 
in  Mission 

THE 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

DEVELOPMENT 

FUND 

Helping  to 
Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Inv 

Rate* 

4  yr.  term 

$100 

9% 

1  yr.  term 

$100 

8% 

Flexible 

$100 

7% 

'Rates  subject  to  change. 

For  as  little  as  $100,  notes  may  be  purchased.  Available  only 
to  United  Methodist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organiza¬ 
tions,  Boards  or  agencies.  Be  a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church 
into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your  own  personal  investment 
goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing:  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115.  Tel.  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633  if  out-of-NY 
State. 


Bishops  say:  Don't  guarantee  appointments 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA— Some  bish¬ 
ops  are  questioning  whether  The 
United  Methodist  Church  should 
continue  guaranteeing  annual  ap¬ 
pointments  to  all  members  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  clergy. 

That  was  one  finding  of  a  survey 
done  for  a  special  commission 
studying  the  meaning  of  ministry. 
The  35-member  study  panel  is  to 
recommend  changes  in  church  law 
concerning  the  denomination’s  or¬ 
dained  and  lay  ministers. 


Those  recommendations  are  to  go 
to  the  Council  of  Bishops.  The  bish¬ 
ops  are  then  to  report  to  the  1992 
General  Conference  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  survey  asked  bishops  what 
one  change  they  would  like  to  see  in 
the  system  of  assigning  ordained 
ministers  to  posts  annually.  Fifteen 
of  the  74  who  responded  said,  “Do 
away  with  guaranteed  appoint¬ 
ment.” 

“We  have  no  real  way  ...  to  deal 
with  incompetence  and  ineffective¬ 
ness,”  one  bishop  said.  “A  real 
sense  of  motivation  has  been  short- 


circuited  (perhaps  subconsciously) 
by  the  awareness  that  the  minister 
will  always  receive  an  appoint¬ 
ment.” 

Another  bishop  said,  “Link  guar¬ 
anteed  appointment  more  closely  to 
effectiveness  for  ministry.  We  have 
too  many  who  do  too  little  to  fur¬ 
ther  the  cause  of  Christ  in  the  world 
or  nourish  the  body  of  Christ.” 

No  bishop  specifically  called  for 
retention  of  assured  jobs,  although 
several  said  they  supported  the 
present  system  generally. 

The  survey,  conducted  by  Duke 


University  Divinity  School  in  Dur¬ 
ham,  N.C.,  was  sent  to  all  the 
church's  active  and  retired  bishops 
in  the  United  States,  Africa,  Europe 
and  the  Philippines. 

Other  questions  dealt  with  the  re¬ 
lationship  between  ordination  of 
ministers  and  being  available  to 
take  a  different  assignment  each 
year,  the  moving  of  both  deacons 
and  elders,  appointment  of  or¬ 
dained  ministers  across  annual  con¬ 
ference  lines,  and  what  consider¬ 
ations  bishops  use  in  making  ap¬ 
pointments. 


Reporter  staffers  win  6  press  awards 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

BOSTON — United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  staff  members  won  six  awards, 
including  the  top  prize  for  writing,  in 
the  1989  national  competition  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Communicators. 

The  awards  were  announced  at  the 
association’s  annual  meeting  Nov.  3. 

Associate  Editor  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
won  the  Award  for  Excellence  in 
Writing.  The  award  cited  specifical¬ 
ly  her  four-part  series,  “Just  like  us: 
Mental  retardation  and  United 
Methodists.” 

Ms.  Astle’s  selection  marks  the  fifth 
time  Reporter  staff  members  have 
won  the  association's  top-writing 
award  for  publications  of  all  kinds. 

Former  Associate  Editor  Roy 
Howard  Beck  won  two,  as  did  Man¬ 
aging  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace. 

The  award  is  named  for  the  late 
Donn  Doten,  editor  of  the  “Michi¬ 
gan  Christian  Advocate.” 


Three  awards  in  the  newspaper 
category  went  to  the  total  Reporter 
staff.  Those  were  for  general  excel¬ 
lence  in  newspapers  of  more  than 
15,000  circulation  (tied  with  the 
“Hoosier  United  Methodist”),  edi¬ 
torial  content  and  writing  and  use 
of  illustrative  material. 

“The  Arkansas  Methodist,”  edit¬ 
ed  by  Jane  Dearing,  won  a  compa¬ 
rable  number  of  categorical  awards 
and  the  award  for  overall  general 
excellence  in  newspapers.  That 
award  is  named  for  the  late  Robert 
F.  Storey,  editor  of  the  West  Ohio 
conference  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Review. 

2  others  recognized 

In  addition  to  Ms.  Astle’s  top 
award,  Reporter  staff  members  won 
two  other  writing  awards. 

Editor/General  Manager  Spur¬ 
geon  M.  Dunnam  III  won  for  best 
editorial  on  a  call  for  bridge  build¬ 
ing  in  a  dispute  between  the  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Evangelism  and  Iliff 
School  of  Theology. 


Associate  Editor  Glen  Larum  won 
for  best  news  story  on  a  report  about 
United  Methodist  mission  leaders’ 
deploring  “China's  brutal  ways.” 

Artwork  honored 

Tom  Gibson,  director  of  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  Mission  Communications 
division,  won  three  awards  in  the 
brochures  and  promotional  materi¬ 
als  category.  One  was  for  campaign 
material  designed  for  the  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  The  other  two 
were  a  montage  drawing  designed 
for  Marvin  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tyler,  Texas. 

The  association  presented  its  Com¬ 
municator  of  the  Year  award  to 
Thomas  S.  McAnally,  director  of  the 
denomination’s  official  news  agency, 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 

Inducted  into  the  association’s 
Hall  of  Fame  were  Georgia  M.  Dai¬ 
ly,  former  editor  of  “The  Arkansas 
Methodist”;  the  late  Bishop  Lewis 
O.  Hartman,  editor  of  “Zion’s  Her¬ 
ald,”  published  in  Boston,  for  25 


years:  the  Rev.  William  M.  Holt,  re¬ 
tired  editor  of  “The  Wesleyan  Ad¬ 
vocate.”  which  serves  the  church’s 
two  annual  conferences  in  Georgia; 
Floyd  A.  Johnson,  art  editor  of 
“Together”  magazine,  which  ceased 
publication  in  1973;  and  Edwin  H. 
Maynard,  former  editor  of  “The  In¬ 
terpreter”  program  magazine. 

Winning  the  association’s  top  in¬ 
dividual  awards  of  excellence  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  Ms.  Astle  and  Ms.  Dearing 
were  Terri  J.  Hiers,  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
for  newsletter;  Carol  Marie  Herb, 
“Response”  magazine  (General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division),  and  Ms.  Hiers,  for 
magazine;  Jeneane  Jones,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  for 
electronic  media;  John  C.  Good¬ 
win,  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  for  photography;  Cecilia  B. 
McClure,  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  and  Ms.  Hiers,  Judy 
Smith  and  Pamela  Crosby.  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  for  promotion. 
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CONFERENCES  WARNED:  United 

Methodist  annual  conferences  should  use  care 
in  attempting  to  “define  and  fix  the  powers  and 
duties  of  ordained  ministers”  beyond  actions  of 
the  denomination’s  highest  policy-making  body, 
the  General  Conference.  The  United  Methodist 
Judicial  Council  issued  that  warning  in  an  opin¬ 
ion  on  a  “Statement  on  Human  Sexuality” 
adopted  by  the  Southern  Illinois  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  While  letting  the  statement  stand,  the 
denomination's  “supreme  court”  questioned  a 
portion  that  used  phrases  from  The  Book  of 
Discipline  dealing  with  “celibacy  in  singleness,” 
“fidelity  in  marriage"  and  “promotion  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality"  in  ways  inconsistent  with  General 
Conference  actions. 

FUND  LAGS:  A  special  fund  to  help  a 
United  Methodist  family  rejected  for  mission¬ 
ary  service  has  received  about  $500  toward  a 
$30,000  goal,  said  the  Rev.  John  E.  Muir.  He’s 
the  Illinois  pastor  who  set  up  the  fund.  Mr. 
Muir,  who  has  not  met  George  and  Mazel  Stites 
of  Renton,  Wash.,  said  he  felt  the  church  has  a 
“moral  obligation”  to  help  them.  Contributions 
can  be  sent  to  the  Stites  Fund,  Watseka  First 
National  Bank,  Watseka,  Ill.  60970. 

SCHOOL  PLAN  PASSES:  The  fi¬ 
nancial  plan  for  the  proposed  United  Methodist 
university  in  Africa  got  a  passing  grade  from  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  last  week.  The 
1 14-member  council  recommended  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  treasury  agency  that  the  fiscal  pro¬ 
posal  “be  approved  in  principle  as  a  working 
document”  for  development  of  the.  school  at 
Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe.  The  1988  General 
Conference  instructed  both  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  and  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  to  review  the  finan¬ 
cial  plan  before  the  church  releases  $10  million 
to  build  the  school. 

GROWTH  CONSULTANTS:  Sev¬ 
enty  more  clergy  members  from  26  states  joined 
the  ranks  of  “Growth  Plus”  consultants  last 
month.  That  brings  the  number  of  consultants 
trained  to  help  congregations  grow  in  member¬ 
ship,  mission  and  ministry  to  372.  Consultants 
work  with  congregations  to  discover  community 
needs,  assess  opportunities  for  new  ministries 
and  develop  long-range  plans  for  reaching  new 
people  for  Christ.  The  3-year-old  “Growth 
Plus”  program  is  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

KEEPING  IN  TOUCH:  An  interna¬ 
tional  ministry  to  English-speaking  Methodists 
in  West  Germany  is  entering  a  new  phase.  For 
three  years  a  pilot  project  based  in  Frankfort, 
West  Germany,  has  kept  hundreds  of  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  personnel  and  a  sprinkling  of  civilians  in 
touch  with  Methodism.  The  program  will  now 
function  under  a  governing  board  headed  by  re¬ 
tired  Bishop  Hermann  L.  Sticher  of  West  Ger¬ 
many.  Staffing  and  other  assistance  for  the 
program  is  to  be  provided  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  general  boards  of  Global  Ministries,  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry,  and  Discipleship. 

HMONG  MINISTRIES:  Thirteen 

Hmong  religious  leaders  came  a  step  closer  to 
receiving  a  United  Methodist  local  pastor’s  li¬ 
cense  recently.  They  completed  40  hours  of 
training  in  Marysville,  Calif.  The  course  was 
taught  by  the  Rev.  Her  Yang  of  the  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference  and  the  Rev.  Cher  Lue 
Vang  of  the  Northern  New  Jersey  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences — the  first  two  Hmong  ordained  elders 
in  the  denomination.  Donald  Hayashi,  associate 
council  on  ministries  director  for  the  Califor- 
nia-Nevada  Annual  Conference,  said  the  lead¬ 
ers  represented  Hmong  ministries  in  California, 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 


Tripled  support  sought  for  world  missions 

Goal  is  to  have  17,000  local  congregations  contributing  to  'Advance'  projects  by  1992 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  United 
Methodist  mission  board  is  hop¬ 
ing  to  bolster  overseas  missions 
work  by  more  than  tripling  the 
number  of  local  congregations 
giving  direct  support  to  mission¬ 
aries  in  the  field. 

Just  5,200  of  the  more  than 
37,600  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  United  States  now 


donate  funds  designated  directly 
for  overseas  missionary  work. 

Elected  directors  of  the  World 
Program  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  estab¬ 
lished  a  task  force  last  month  to 
boost  that  number.  The  goal  is 
1 7,000  by  the  end  of  1 992. 

Almost  all  United  Methodist 
congregations  give  indirect  sup¬ 
port  to  overseas  missions  work 
through  the  denomination’s 
“World  Service”  apportionment 


and  “Women’s  Pledge  to  Mis¬ 
sion”  program. 

But  the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Har¬ 
man,  the  World  Division’s  chief 
staff  executive,  warned  World 
Division  directors  in  a  speech 
that  competition  for  funds  makes 
supporting  missions  work 
through  undesignated  giving 
channels  increasingly  difficult. 

The  only  realistic  way  to  in¬ 
crease  funding  for  missions  work, 
he  said,  is  to  encourage  more  con¬ 


gregations  to  contribute  funds  ear¬ 
marked  for  specific  missions  work 
through  the  church’s  “Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church.” 

“If  we  are  to  expand  our  pro¬ 
gram,"  said  Dr.  Harman,  “it  must 
come  from  directed  giving — the 
Advance.  We  are  at  that  point. 

“We  must  develop  a  commu¬ 
nications  program  or  strategy 
that  presents  the  appeal  directly 
to  the  local  churches.  Other  agen¬ 
cies  are  beating  us  to  it  through 


World  missions  chief  backs 
'tough  scrutiny'  of  workers 


direct  mail  and  personal  promo¬ 
tion.  We  must  develop  compara¬ 
ble  systems  of  support.” 

Funds  would  be  used  not  only 
to  send  American  missionaries 
overseas  but  also  to  support  mis¬ 
sionaries  affiliated  with  partner 
churches  overseas,  he  said. 

At  present,  Dr.  Harman  said, 
the  average  support  per  mission¬ 
ary  through  Advance  giving  is 
$9,81 1,  or  38  percent  of  the  total 
annual  support  cost. 


Staff  and  Wire  Reports 

NEW  YORK— The  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  overseas  United 
Methodist  missions  defended 
the  “tough  scrutiny  of  would-be 
missionaries” 
used  by  the 
denomina¬ 
tion’s  mission 
board. 

In  his  first 
official  ad¬ 
dress  as  staff 
chief  of  the 
General  Board  Robert  Harman 
of  Global  Ministries  World  Pro¬ 
gram  Division,  the  Rev.  Robert 
J.  Harman  responded  to  criti¬ 
cism  of  his  division  from  con¬ 
servative  circles  within  the 
church  and  the  unofficial  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists. 

Those  groups  have  said  the 
mission  board  is  too  selective  in 
approving  people  for  overseas 
missions  work.  Dr.  Harman  npt- 
ed.  Critics  have  said  that  as  a/re¬ 
sult,  the  mission  force  is  too  lean. 

But  Dr.  Harman  rejected  “an 
assembly-line  process”  for  iden¬ 
tifying  and  equipping  mission¬ 
aries.”  Such  people  are  “called, 


not  made,”  he  said. 

Missionaries  are  “always  on 
probation,"  he  said,  and  must 
reinforce  their  practical  skills 
by  working  with  host-church 
leaders  toward  shared  responsi¬ 
bility  for  mission  projects. 

The  World  Division  executive 
also  defended  the  board’s  stances 
on  social,  political  and  economic 
issues. Tie  called  those  stands  piv¬ 
otal  to  Christian  global  ministries. 

“We’re  called  to  witness  and 
minister  on  behalf  of  those  who 
suffer,”  Dr.  Harman  said.  “In 
partnership  there  is  no  choice 
about  ministries  of  justice.” 

In  other  action,  elected  World 
Division  directors  approved: 

■  A  telegram  to  President 
Bush  and  Secretary  of  State 
James  Baker  asking  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  promote  reconciliation 
with  Angola  and  to  recognize 
the  government  of  the  south¬ 
west  African  nation. 

■  A  letter  to  Bishop  Moises 
D.  Fernandes  (Eastern  Angola 
Area)  and  Bishop  Emilio  J.M. 
de  Carvalho  (Western  Angola 
Area)  in  support  of  Angolan 
United  Methodists  as  they  work 
“toward  national  reconciliation 
and  reconstruction.” 


■  A  resolution  on  Lebanon, 
sent  to  the  Middle  East  Council 
of  Churches,  offering  prayers  of 
peace  with  justice  for  all  people 
of  Lebanon.  Copies  were  sent  to 
Mr.  Bush  and  Mr.  Baker. 

■  A  resolution  on  peace  for 
Palestine  and  Israel  asking  Con¬ 
gress  to  recognize  the  right  of  an 
independent  Palestinian  state 
to  exist  alongside  Israel. 

■  An  “Open  Letter  to  the  Na¬ 
mibia  Council  of  Churches” 
celebrating  the  independence  of 
that  country  and  extending 
prayers  as  that  country  prepares 
to  select  members  of  its  Con¬ 
stituent  Assembly.  Namibia’s 
national  elections  were  sched¬ 
uled  to  begin  Nov.  7. 

■  A  1990  World  Division 
budget  of  $23.8  million — at 
least  $8  million  more  than  the 
National  Program  Division  (see 
UMR  Oct.  27). 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Wyman 
Jr.,  World  Division  treasurer, 
said  about  $70  million  were  kept 
in  reserve  funds,  but  “there  little 
money  left  in  for  general  use.” 

Directors  voted  not  to  fill  two 
staff  vacancies  within  the  divi- 


Council  won't  censure 
pro-choice  activists 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio — Church 
law  doesn’t  give  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  the  au¬ 
thority  to  censure  members  of 
any  denominational  agency  that 
misuse  the  name  “The  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

The  114  elected  members  of 
the  denomination’s  coordinat¬ 
ing  body  made  that  determina¬ 
tion  last  week  after  considering 
a  request  from  the  Northwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Members  of  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  voted  in  June  to  ask  the 
council  to  censure  any  member 
of  a  “board  or  commission  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  Council  on 
Ministries  who  displays  the  em¬ 
blem  or  anything  representing 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
in  any  public  demonstration 
that  is  in  direct  opposition  to 
The  Book  of  Discipline.” 


The  petition  came  after  staff 
members  and  elected  directors 
of  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  participated  in  a 
pro-choice  abortion  demonstra¬ 
tion  in  Washington  and  dis¬ 
played  a  banner  reading  “The 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

Betty  Anderson,  an  elected 
director  of  the  social-action 
agency  from  Lubbock,  Texas, 
carried  the  banner.  Lubbock  is 
the  site  of  the  Northwest  Texas 
conference’s  office. 

General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  members  asked  that  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  represen¬ 
tatives  discuss  the  matter  with 
the  Northwest  Texas  conference 
officials. 

The  council  agreed  to  consult 
with  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  and 
the  General  Commission  on 
Communication  on  legal  use  of 
the  church’s  name. 


Flit  PHOTO 

WASHINGTON— Betty  An¬ 
derson  of  Lubbock,  Texas, 
carries  a  United  Methodist 
banner  at  a  pro-choice  rally. 


CLASSIFIED 


GENERAL  SECRETARY,  The  United  Method 
Church  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns:  Primary  staff  leader 
for  advocacy  of  Christian  unity  and  interreligious 
relationships;  education  and  enabling  of  United 
Methodist  constituency:  Ecumenical  experience 
and  intimate  knowledge  of  United  Methodism  re¬ 
quired.  Affirmative  action  and  equal  opportunity 
employer.  Salary  dependent  upon  experience  and 
qualifications.  Application  deadline,  January  15, 
1990.  Write:  Search  Committee,  c/o  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grove,  Chairperson.  900  Washing- 
ton  Street  East,  Charleston,  WV  25301. 


FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR/Organist  need¬ 
ed  for  a  3200-member  congregation.  Coordinate 
and  conduct  adult,  youth  and  children's  choirs,  as 
well  as  adult  and  children's  handbell  choirs.  Mas¬ 
ter's  degree  or  better  is  preferred.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Mark  Doty,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1838,  Corpus  Christi. 
TX  78403  by  November  15, 1989. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
an  1 100-member  congregation  located  in  fast-grow¬ 
ing  southwest  Florida.  Said  resume  and  references 
to:  Rev.  Jack  Taylor,  2701  Airport  Road.  Naples, 
FL  33962. 


SILK  SCREEN  ED  APRONS 


United  Methodist 
today? 

— . — — 

•Ifellow  apron  with  navy  impnnt  (AUM501) 

•  White  apron  with  royal  blue  imprint  (ALM502) 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint  (AUMSgi) 

•  36"  long  and  24*  wide  •  Durable  easy-care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap  . 
i  •  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

f  Apron  IAUM501.  Al'M502.  ALM503I  $9,  twoapronvS16.  ,V: 

six  apronv$42  Specify  colons)  desired  Add  sales  tax  for 
&  delivery  in  N  Y  Money  back  guarantee  Also  available  for 
,  other  denominations 

It - I 

MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Jtawson  Rd.  U.M.,  Cuba,  NY.  14727 


People  callecf 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 

Faculty  Openings 

Tenure  track  positions  are  open  in  the  following  fields: 
cTha* 


i) 


Systematic  Theology  (re-opened) 

•  History  of  Religions  (re-opened,  East  Asian  specialization  preferred) 

•  Pastoral  Care 

•  Christian  Education  (re-opened) 

Ph.D.  degree  or  equivalent  and  demonstrated  competency  in  teaching  and  scholarship 
required.  Women  and  ethnic  minority  persons  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Date  of 
appointment,  rank  and  salary  negotiable.  Deadline  for  applications,  1  February  1990. 
Write  to  Office  of  the  Dean,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  Texas  75275-0133 
and  enclose  C.V.  SMU  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity/Title  DC  employer. 


She  speaks  out  for 
the  nation's  children 

To  Mai  Bell  Hurley  of  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn.,  the  nation’s  63  mil¬ 
lion  children  are  a  top  priority. 

Mrs.  Hurley,  a  longtime  member 
of  First-Centenary  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Chattanooga,  is  a 
presidential  appointee  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Commission  on  Children. 

The  commission  is  conducting  a 
year  of  cross-country  public  forums 
on  children’s  needs.  It’s  to  report  its 
findings  to  Congress. 

The  fact-finding  group,  chaired  by 
former  West  Virginia  Gov.  Jay  Rocke¬ 
feller  IV,  was  created  by  Congress  dur¬ 
ing  the  Reagan  administration. 

Coincidentally,  Mrs.  Hurley  just 
completed  in  September  a  three- 
year  term  as  president  of  the  Child 
Welfare  League  of  America  Inc,  She 
is  to  continue  on  the  board  of  the 
organization,  which  includes  550 
professional  child-care  agencies  and 
about  35,000  individual  members 
nationwide. 

Mrs.  Hurley  was  among  1,000 
league  members  who  met  in  Wi.ch 


JJnited  Methodist 


in  Washington  to  urge  lawmakers  to 
act  on  children’s  issues, 

“Children  need  to  be  a  priority  in 
the  public  and  private  sectors,” 
Mrs.  Hurley  told  the  Reporter. 
“Problems  like  homelessness,  pub¬ 
lic  education,  drugs,  teen-age  preg¬ 
nancy  [and]  the  development  of  a 
permanent  economic  underclass 
only  episodically  receive  attention. 

“We  need  to  have  a  family  policy 
just  as  we  have  an  economic  or  for¬ 
eign  policy.” 

Mrs.  Hurley  serves  full  time  as 
the  volunteer  fund-raising  chair¬ 
woman  for  the  Tennessee  Aquari¬ 
um  in  Chattanooga. 

She  was  profiled  in  March  in 
“USA  Today.” 

In  that  article  she  is  quoted  as  saying 
that  volunteers  can’t  replace  govern¬ 
ment  support  for  children’s  services. 

“To  have  1,000  points  of  light,  you 
have  to  have  a  sea  of  darkness,  and 
that  sea  is  made  up  of  children  and 
families,”  Mrs,  Hurley  said,  referring 
to  President  Bush’s  campaign  imag¬ 
ery  last  year  about  volunteers  being 
“  1 ,000  points  of  light.” 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BY  |OHN  C.  GOODWIN 

Latin  American  visits  mission  board 

NEW  YORK — Sally  Ernst  (left),  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
mission  board's  Women's  Division  and  Theressa  Hoover  (right),  the 
division's  chief  executive,  discuss  mission  education  with  Nora 
Leighton  de  Yanez.  Ms.  de  Yanez  of  the  Council  of  Evangelical 
Methodist  Churches  in  Latin  America  was  attending  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  meeting  last  month. 

Women  hear  liability 
of  'deep  pockets'  image 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— The  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  board  is  running  a  financial 
risk  by  not  controlling  mission  pro¬ 
grams  at  its  properties  across  the 
United  States. 

Paul  Banks,  an  attorney  for  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  delivered  that  assessment  last 
month  to  elected  directors  of  the 
Women’s  Division. 

“In  terms  of  litigation,  we  say  the 
Women’s  Division  is  the  ‘deep 
pockets,’  ”  Mr.  Banks  said.  “That 
means  if  someone  wants  to  sue  the 
local  agency  for  being  injured  on 
the  job  or  for  discrimination,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  they  can  sue  the  Women’s 
Division  for  damages.  People  think 
the  Women’s  Division  is  liable  and 
has  the  money  to  pay.” 

That  liability  may  result  even 
though  the  Women's  Division,  with  a 
1 990  budget  of  $  1 9.9  million,  hasn’t 
controlled  operation  of  the  local  mis¬ 
sion  projects  since  1 964,  he  said. 

The  1 964  General  Conference  vot¬ 
ed  to  separate  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion’s  administrative  responsibility 
from  the  work  it  created  in  the  Unit- 


Academic  Dean 

Wesley  Theological  Seminary 
Washington,  DC 

The  Academic  Dean  is  the  chief  edu¬ 
cational  officer,  serves  on  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Council  of  the  Seminary,  chairs 
the  faculty,  and  reports  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  Applicants  should  have  an 
earned  doctorate,  record  of  academic 
achievement,  strong  teaching  ability, 
administrative  competency,  a  commit¬ 
ment  and  involvement  in  the  Christian 
Church  and  an  ability  to  work  creative¬ 
ly  in  a  diverse,  inclusive  educational 
community.  Tenure  possible. 

Send  resume  to:  Office  ot  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  Wesley  Theological  Seminary, 
4500  Masiachusetts  Avenue,  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20016  by  January  1, 
1990.  EEO/AA. 


ed  States  and  3 1  other  countries. 

The  mission  board’s  National 
Program  Division  then  took  control 
of  programs  at  U.S.  properties 
owned  by  the  Women’s  Division. 

Mr.  Banks  advised  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision  directors,  “If  you  don’t  have 
the  ability  to  control  the  risks,  don’t 
take  it.” 

Joyce  Sohl,  Women’s  Division 
treasurer,  said  the  the  loss  of  admin¬ 
istrative  control  has  hurt  the  quality 
of  mission  programs  started  by 
women.  Some  programs  have  lost 
their  focus  since  1964. 

Ms.  Sohl  said  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  would  explore  several  ideas  to 
improve  operations  at  its  missions 
properties.  They  include: 

■  A  true  joint  administration  of 
national  mission  institutions  between 
Women’s  and  National  divisions. 

■  Women’s  Division  administra¬ 
tion  of  both  program  and  property 
where  property  is  owned  by  the  di¬ 
vision  or  conference  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  and  provides 
ministries  to  women  and  children, 
National  division  administration  of 
both  program  and  property  or  a 
combination  of  both. 


TRINITY  STUDIES 

yy/ie  JM<rt  ning  tiPtcgriam 

1-800-848-2131 


CHOIR  ROBES 

EXPERT  COQ95 
TAILORING— fcd  op 

Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swalches  on  Requesi 
Guaranleed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

lEGENCY 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


Chaplain  Emory  University 

Emory  University  is  a  higher  education  and  research  institution  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church 

The  successful  candidate  for  the  position  of  Chaplain  to  the  University  must  be 
a  gifted  communicator  who  engages  the  community  in  the  exploration  of  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  and  discipleship.  The  Chaplain  is  responsible  for  University  worship, 
who,  with  the  help  of  the  Associate  Chaplain,  helps  coordinate  the  several  minis¬ 
tries.  Candidates  must  be  ordained  United  Methodist  ministers;  teaching  skills 
and  credentials  are  preferred. 

Please  send  a  resume  and  a  tape  recording  of  a  sermon  preached  recently  to: 

John  W.  Gilbert,  Jr.,  Chairman 
University  Chaplain  Search  Committee 
Emory  University 
209  Administration  Bldg. 

Atlanta,  GA  30322 

EMORY  UNIVERSITY  IS  AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  AFFIRMATIVE 
ACTION  EMPLOYER! 
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He  is  good. 


Thanksgiving  — 

A  Time  for 
Reflection 

This  summer  I  read  A  Lady's  Life  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  by  Isabel¬ 
la  Bird,  an  English  horsewoman  who  rode  throughout  the  Colorado 
Rockies  in  1873.  One  passage  especially  caught  my  attention: 

...  ten  hours  or  more  daily  spent  in  the  saddle  ...  is  far 
from  conducive  to  mental  brilliancy.  The  observing  faculties 
are  developed,  and  the  reflective  lie  dormant. 

We  will  soon  gather  round  the  table  as  families  and  friends  to  cele¬ 
brate  Thanksgiving.  What  a  good  time  to  get  out  of  the  saddle  and  re¬ 
store  our  reflective  faculties. 

As  I  step  back  and  reflect  on  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  family 
gathered  around  the  table  of  the  Lord,  it  is  indeed  a  time  of  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing.  Our  Conference  is  strong  and  vital.  New  churches  are  being 
formed,  units  of  United  Methodist  Women  and  United  Methodist  Men 
are  increasing,  youth  ministry  is  alive  and  growing,  and  we  have  out¬ 
standing  lay  leadership  and  clergy  commitment  all  across  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  1  sense  that  local  churches  are  growing  in  an  understanding  of 
the  missional  outreach  of  our  connectional  family  and  taking  pride  in 
our  witness  as  the  Body  of  Christ  both  in  Louisiana  and  the  world  at 
large. 

For  me,  each  day  abounds  with  meaningful  activity  and  symbols  of 
the  Spirit  at  work.  I  thank  God  for  the  blessings  of  life,  health,  good 
work,  and  the  opportunity  to  serve  and  share  Christ  in  this  time  God 
has  given  us. 

U)i1IL*i0L  O-e^ 


Volunteers 

Disaster 

The  earthquake  which  struck  the 
Bay  Area  on  October  17  is  our  most 
recent  disaster.  As  they  dissect  their 
needs,  we  have  learned  that  15  to 
20  churches  have  received  minor  to 
serious  damage  in  addition  to  the 
damage  to  members’  homes. 

The  devastating  effects  of  Hugo 
are  still  being  assessed  by  those  ar¬ 
eas  hit.  Presently,  limited  water 
supplies,  accommodations,  and  lack 
of  materials  make  it  unrealistic  for 
work  teams.  St.  Croix  has  both 
United  Methodist  churches  and 
MCCA  churches  on  the  island.  Two 
United  Methodist  churches  there 
were  badly  damaged  and  will  need 
roof  repair,  doors  rebuilt,  electrical 
reworked,  outside  fence,  sanitary 
facilities.  Recreational  facilities 
were  destroyed,  and  one  church  had 
its  stained  glass  destroyed. 


in  Mission 
Update 

Due  to  the  time  it  takes  for  insur¬ 
ance  investigation,  Puerto  Rico  will 
probably  not  be  ready  for  work 
teams  until  January  1,  1990.  There 
is  great  need.  In  November-Decem- 
ber,  they  could  use  one  team  to  tear 
down  the  damaged  area  of  the 
UMC  Retreat  Camp  at  Mameyes- 
Jayuya  and  make  ready  for  new 
construction  which  has  been  neces- 
sited.  The  UMC  San  Juan  Modemo 
educational  facility  has  been  dam¬ 
aged,  and  a  small  work  team  might 
be  able  to  do  some  repair  while  the 
children  are  out  of  school  the  week 
after  Christmas.  The  Day  Care  Cen¬ 
ter  at  UMC  Villa  Palmeras  has  had 
much  damage  to  doors,  windows, 
and  its  recreational  area.  The  elec¬ 
trical  systems  of  many  churches  and 
parsonages  have  been  affected: 
many  electricians  will  be  needed. 


[-Persons  —  Churches  —  Events-j 


The  annual  Fun  Festival  of  Oak 
Grove  UMC  was  recently  held  on 
the  lawn  and  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
of  the  church.  The  event  was  family 
oriented  for  members  and  friends 
of  Oak  Grove.  Activities  included  an 
egg  toss,  a  three-legged  race,  and  an 
ankle  balloon  bust,  in  addition  to 
group  singing  and  other  areas  of  fun 
and  fellowship.  Decorations  related 
to  the  fall  season  and  emphasized 
the  warmth  and  richness  of  this 
time  of  year,  giving  those  in  atten¬ 
dance  an  early  opportunity  to  cele¬ 
brate  Thanksgiving.  Rev.  Sherman 
L.  Beird  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  second  annual  garage  sale  for 
First  UMC,  Mansfield  was  a  tre¬ 
mendous  success.  Proceeds  from 
the  sale  will  benefit  the  church's 
nursery.  Coordinators  for  the  event 
were  Kelly  Murphy  and  Kim  Ryals. 
A  special  thank  you  goes  to  all  who 
helped  with  this  project.  Rev.  A. 
Wayne  Evans  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Mount  Zion  UMC  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  celebrated  its  Annual  Wom¬ 
en's  Day  November  12.  The  theme 
used  was  “Christian  Woman: 
Transformers  for  a  New  Decade." 
Dr.  Anita  H.  Crump,  a  retired  prin¬ 
cipal  and  a  member  of  Bethany 
UMC,  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the 
8  a.m.  worship  service.  She  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  Chairperson  of 
Leadership  Development,  as  well  as 


a  member  of  the  Bishop’s  Annual 
Conference  Worship  Committee. 
Attorney  Wilma  Sarah  James,  a 
member  of  Mount  Zion,  spoke  at 
the  1 1  a.m.  service.  She  is  an  assis¬ 
tant  city  attorney  for  the  City  of 
New  Orleans,  a  member  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Bar  Association,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bar  Association,  and  the 
Federal  Court  of  the  Eastern  Dis¬ 
trict  of  New  Orleans.  A  pre-Wom- 
an's  Day  Luncheon  was  held  on 
October  28.  Chairpersons  were 
Mrs.  Azalea  M.  Stevenson  and  Mrs. 
Glynn  LeBlanc.  Rev.  Leslie  P. 
Norris  is  pastor. 

•  *  • 

Over  200  singles  representing  the 
Louisiana  Conference  recently  at¬ 
tended  Asbury  UMC’s  7th  Annual 
Single's  Conference  which  was  held 
in  Lafayette.  Guest  speaker  for  the 
event  was  Terry  Hershey  who  did 
an  outstanding  job  of  leading  the 
singles  in  considering  the  need  and 
the  challenge  of  establishing  and 
maintaining  healthy  relationships. 
Rev.  Stone  Caraway  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.  has 
been  invited  to  preach  the  Fall  Re¬ 
vival  at  Quayle  UMC  in  Oklahoma 
City,  Oklahoma  November  26-29, 
1989.  Quayle  is  the  largest  predomi¬ 
nantly  ethnic  congregation  in  the 
Oklahoma  Conference.  Dr.  Calvin 
is  Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District. 


II 


Churches  to  Observe  UM  Student  Day 


United  Methodist  Student  Day 
observance  is  scheduled  for  Sunday, 
November  26.  “From  Generation 
to  Generation;  Their  Dreams  Come 
True,"  is  this  year’s  theme.  The  of¬ 
fering  taken  on  that  day  goes  to  sup¬ 
port  the  scholarship  and  loan 
program  operated  by  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  a 
123  year  old  tradition  of  United 
Methodists  for  helping  students. 

Louisiana  students  this  year  will 
receive  $27,100  in  scholarships  and 
$27,900  in  loans  for  a  total  of 
$55,000.  This  money  goes  directly 
to  students  who  are  members  of  lo¬ 
cal  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
Louisiana.  Last  year.  Louisiana 


churches  gave  $6,650.  We  benefit  to 
a  far  greater  degree  than  we  re¬ 
spond.  We  hope  that  more  churches 
will  respond  to  the  need  this  year. 
The  following  churches  have  stu¬ 
dents  receiving  either  a  loan  or 
scholarship:  St.  Mark  —  Opelousas; 
St.  Matthews  —  New  Orleans; 
Horseshoe  Drive  —  Alexandria; 
Laharpe  —  New  Orleans;  St,  James 

—  Shreveport;  Algiers  —  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Bethany  —  New  Orleans; 
First  —  New  Orleans;  Philips  Me¬ 
morial  —  New  Orleans;  Broadmoor 

—  Shreveport;  Mount  Zion  — 
Leesville;  First  —  Denham  Springs; 
Cornerstone  —  New  Orleans;  St. 
Andrew  —  Baton  Rouge;  Farmer- 


ville  —  Farmerville;  Mount  Zion 

—  St.  Martinville;  Gretna  —  Gret¬ 
na;  Brooks  —  New  Orleans;  St. 
Paul  —  Ethel;  First  —  Lake  Provi¬ 
dence;  Mount  Zion  —  New  Or¬ 
leans;  First  —  Monroe;  Jordan  — 
Baton  Rouge;  Warren  —  Lake 
Charles;  Wesley  —  Pineville;  First 

—  Baton  Rouge;  University  — 
Lake  Charles;  St.  Paul  —  Shreve¬ 
port;  Pine  Grove  —  Denham 
Springs;  Oak  Park  —  Lake  Charles; 
Wesley  —  Gonzales;  Scot  —  Baton 
Rouge;  Lake  Vista  —  New  Orleans; 
Peoples  —  New  Orleans;  First  — 
Pineville;  Hartzell  —  New  Orleans; 
Christ  —  Shreveport;  First  — 
Natchitoches;  Mallalieu  —  St.  Mar¬ 


tinville;  First  —  Bossier  City; 
White's  Chapel  —  Bunkie;  Black- 
water  —  Baker;  St.  Luke’s  —  Simp¬ 
son  —  Lake  Charles;  Lakeview  — 
Shreveport;  Palestine  —  Pineville; 
Ross  —  Jefferson;  St.  Mark’s  — 
Monroe;  Aldersgate  —  Slidell. 

Over  the  years,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Day  offering  has  en¬ 
abled  people  to  enter  a  variety  of 
careers.  It  all  began  to  give  assis¬ 
tance  for  preparing  trained  leaders 
for  the  church  and  community.  As 
one  student  said,  “It  made  me  feel 
special  to  be  encouraged  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  people  who  don’t  even 
know  me.  But  .  .  .  United  Method¬ 
ists  are  like  that.  They  really  care.” 


'Becoming  One  People' 


History  of  Louisiana 

This  comprehensive  history  of 
Methodism  in  Louisiana  begins 
with  the  earliest  traceable  contacts 
between  circuit  riders  and  Louisi¬ 
ana  residents  and  carries  the  story 
to  1986.  It  summarizes  and  synthe¬ 
sizes,  but  also  is  amazingly  specific 
about  origins  and  developments  of 
churches;  theological  developments 
and  controversies;  contributions  of 
people;  and  the  work  and  evolution 
of  youth  groups  and  other  impor¬ 
tant  church  organizations,  special 
ministries,  and  colleges  and  other 
institutions. 

After  showing  the  division  of 
Methodism  into  various  Methodist 

Appointment  Changes 


PRESENTING  . 


Following  the  October  Cabinet 
meeting.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
announced  the  following  changes  in 
ministerial  appointments  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Debra  K.  Brazzel,  (Full  Connec¬ 
tion)  from  Campus  Minister,  Com¬ 
munity  College,  Dallas,  Acadiana 
District,  to  Executive  Director  of 
Dallas  Bethlehem  Center,  Inc.,  Aca¬ 
diana  District,  effective  July  10, 
1989. 

Oscar  E.  Player,  (Associate  Mem¬ 
ber)  from  Fairview-McDonald-New 
Light  Charge,  Shreveport  District  to 
Fairview-New  Light  Charge, 
Shreveport  District,  effective  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1989. 

Jarrell  R.  Morgan,  (Part-Time  Lo¬ 
cal  Pastor)  from  the  Keatchie-Shi- 
loh-Longstreet  Charge,  Shreveport 
District,  to  the  Keatchie-McDonald- 
Shiloh  Charge.  Shreveport  District, 
effective  September  1,  1989.  Long- 
street  Charge  to  be  supplied. 

Thomas  C.  Beeler,  (Full-Time 
Local  Pastor)  from  Trinity-MacAr- 


thur  Drive  Charge,  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict,  to  Trinity-Pleasant  Grove 
Charge,  Alexandria  District,  effec¬ 
tive  September  1,  1989.  MacArthur 
Drive  Charge  to  be  supplied. 

Gregory  Lee  Gibson,  (Student 
Local  Pastor)  from  Eros:  Antioch 
Charge,  Ruston  District,  Discontin¬ 
ued,  effective  September  1,  1989. 
Eros:  Antioch  to  be  supplied. 

James  H.  Schussler,  (Diaconal 
Minister)  from  St.  Luke-Simpson 
Charge,  Lake  Charles  District,  Ter¬ 
minated,  Paragraph  313.3A  Book  of 
Discipline  United  Methodist 
Church,  effective  September  27, 
1989. 

Lamar  Chris  Curry,  (Full  Con¬ 
nection)  from  Baton  Rouge,  First 
Church,  Associate.  Baton  Rouge 
District,  to  Grand  River  Charge, 
Baton  Rouge  District,  effective  No¬ 
vember  1,  1989. 

Seaborn  B.  Young  Jr.,  (Part- 
Time  Local  Pastor)  from-  Grand 
River  Charge.  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict.  Discontinued  effective  No¬ 
vember  1.  1989. 
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Giving  thanks 


G©@0  SAMARITAN V0FFERING 


Methodism  Available 


denominations  before  and  after  the 
Civil  War.  the  book  manages  the 
difficult  task  of  following  parallel 
developments  in  each,  their  interac¬ 
tion,  and  the  long  journey  through 
several  phases  of  unification.  The 
largest  of  these  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nations,  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  is  given  a  major 
place  in  the  book,  but  so  are  the 
Methodist  Episcopal,  Methodist 
Protestant,  and  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  churches.  The 
book  establishes  the  great  contribu¬ 
tion  made  to  Methodist  work  in 
Louisiana  by  clergymen  and 
clergywomen  and  by  laymen  and 
laywomen  of  different  ethnic  back- 

i - Around  the 


grounds.  Surveying  the  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  women’s  groups  and  black 
leaders  is  a  special  feature  of  this 
history. 

This  book  was  a  project  of  the  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History  Commission  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  and  was 
first  introduced  at  the  1987  session 
of  the  Conference. 

Such  a  publication  would  be  a 
worthwhile  edition  to  any  church  li¬ 
brary  or  might  be  considered  as  a 
gift  for  a  friend. 

Books  may  be  ordered  from  the 
Resource  Center,  527  North  Boule¬ 
vard,  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70802  for 
$20  each. 

Conference - . 


READY  FOR  NEW  YORK  —  First  UMC  in  Denham  Springs  recently 
held  its  Third  Annual  Luncheon  and  Style  Show.  The  theme  this  year 
was  "All  that  Jazz."  Models  were  members  of  the  church  and  the 
community.  The  meal  consisted  of  famous  Louisiana  dishes,  and  a 
jazz  band  entertained  during  the  luncheon.  Money  raised  from  this 
event  was  designated  for  conference  apportionments.  Pictured  are 
Brad  Hutchinson,  Lay  Leader,  and  his  sons  Adam  and  Evan,  model¬ 
ing  their  favorite  outfits.  Rev.  Steven  Spurlock  is  pastor. 


DETERMINED  YOUNG  ADULTS  —  Because  seven  senior  high 
church  members  from  Douglas  UMC  wanted  a  church  gymnasium, 
they  raised  a  fourth  of  the  necessary  funding.  Pictured  are  five  of 
the  seven:  Tim  Holstead,  Benny  Hennen,  Chris  McClinton,  Stacey 
Hennen,  and  Vicky  McClinton.  Not  pictured  are  Ashley  and  April 
Pickett.  The  groundbreaking  was  held  in  September.  Rev.  Jennie 
Jones  is  pastor  of  the  Ruston  church. 
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Readers-Editor  niair»oi.e 

'Why  don't  you  tell  the  whole  story?' 


Regarding  the  Nov.  3  Faith  Connection  article  head¬ 
lined,  "Support  For  Miners:" 

I  don't  question  that  this  article  is  correct,  but  it  is 
incomplete.  It  fails  to  mention  that  strikers  have  at¬ 
tacked  working  miners  and  violated  court  orders 
repeatedly. 

The  union  has  been  fined  millions  of  dollars, 
leaders  have  been  jailed  for  contempt  of  court  and 
individual  strikers  jailed  for  assault. 

I  am  not  suggesting  that  Pittston  Coal  Corp.  be¬ 
havior  doesn't  merit  criticism,  but  the  union's  ac¬ 
tions  do  also. 

Toy  F.  Reid 
Kingsport,  Tennessee 

Each  of  these  letters  raises  val¬ 
id  concerns! 

Each,  either  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly,  makes  a  similar  point: 

“You  didn't  tell  the  whole  story." 

This  is  a  pertinent  observation, 
particularly  in  light  of  changes  in 
reporting  style  the  Reporter  made 
six  months  ago.  Those  changes  in¬ 
clude  more  individual  news  items 
of  shorter  length  and,  consequent¬ 
ly,  less  depth.  We  still  are  adjust¬ 
ing  to  those  changes  and  their 
implications.  So  are  many  readers. 

Hence,  these  concerns,  and 
others  who  sometimes  suspect 
there’s  “more  to  the  story,”  merit 
a  response  on  three  grounds: 
practical,  ethical  and  theological. 

■  A  practical  consideration  in 
telling  the  “whole  story”  involves 
format.  Two  of  the  items  men¬ 
tioned  were  "news  briefs”  that  ap¬ 
peared  in  our  weekly  Faith  Watch 
and  Faith  Connections  columns. 

These  columns  are  products  of  the 
changes  referred  to  above. 

Items  in  these  columns  make 


I  am  ashamed  that  the  Reporter  would  print  a 
news  story  reporting  an  attack  on  the  Rev.  Syngman 
Rhee,  president-elect  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  (see  UMR  Faith  Watch,  Oct.  27). 

Mr.  Rhee  is  well  respected  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  within  the  ecumenical  community.  He 
was  one  of  my  campus  ministers  when  I  was  in  col¬ 
lege  and  his  deep  commitment  to  Christ  was  cer¬ 
tainly  one  influence  in  my  responding  to  the  call  to 
ministry. 

Donna  T.  MortonStout 
Camp  Springs,  Maryland 


The  Foundation  for  Evangelism's  naming  of  Mor¬ 
timer  Arias  to  the  evangelism  "hall  of  fame"  only 
months  after  withdrawing  promised  funding  to  The 
lliff  School  of  Theology  because  it  hired  Dr.  Arias 
goes  beyond  the  "ironic"  and  enters  the  realm  of 
the  schizophrenic  (see  UMR,  Nov.  3). 

Your  article  reports  that  the  foundation's  trustees 
are  "pained  by  the  furor  of  the  Arias  appointment." 
But  you  do  not  indicate  whether  their  pain  was  suf¬ 
ficient  to  motivate  them  to  offer  any  kind  of  apolo¬ 
gy,  either  to  Dr.  Arias  or  to  the  lliff  School  of 
Theology.  I  think  one  is  owed. 

Vaughn  Hoffman 
Chenoa,  Illinois 

for  reporting  responsibly  on  sen¬ 
sitive,  complicated  topics. 

■  Theologically,  efforts  to  tell 
the  “whole  story”  remind  us  of 
the  reality  of  human  existence: 
None  of  us  as  imperfect  creatures 
with  human  limitations — neither 
news  editors  nor  news  readers — 
should  presume  that  we  ever 
know  the  “whole”  story. 

The  most  that  we  can  do,  with 
God’s  help,  is  to  “know  in  part” 
the  truth  about  matters  worldly 
and  divine  (I  Corinthians  13:1 2). 

We  will  be  alert  regarding  ways 
to  augment  stories  like  those  cited 
above.  We  do  so  knowing,  howev¬ 
er,  that  even  our  best  efforts  never 
perfectly  reflect  the  ideals  of  truth, 
fairness,  balance  and  accuracy. 

These  are  ideals  we  constantly 
strive  to  attain  and  to  which  we 
urge  you,  our  readers,  to  hold  us 
accountable. 

Obviously,  many  of  you  already 
do — with  vigor! — and  we’re  partic¬ 
ularly  grateful  for  your  efforts. 

—THE  EDITORS 


no  pretense  at  being  comprehen¬ 
sive.  Rather,  they  provide  con¬ 
cise  updates  about  people  and 
happenings  in  the  church. 

Our  surveys  show  that  most 
readers  are  more  likely  to  read 
shorter  articles  and  news  summar¬ 
ies  than  longer  items.  This  finding 
was  among  those  that  prompted 
us  to  move  toward  more  concise 
reporting.  And  we  have  received 
overwhelmingly  positive  reader- 
feedback  regarding  these  changes. 

We’re  aware  that  such  reporting 
can  be  superficial  and  misleading 
if  it  is  not  accompanied  by  regular 
updates  about  new  developments 
and  regular  opportunities  for  read¬ 
er  feedback.  The  Reporter  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  providing  both. 

■  An  ethical  dimension  in  tell¬ 
ing  the  “whole  story”  applies 
equally  to  the  Reporter’s  “new” 
and  “old”  reporting  styles.  We 
always  have  much  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  any  subject  than  we 
have  space  to  include.  Judgments 
must  be  made  about  what  to 


leave  out  and  what  to  include. 

In  the  case  of  our  news  report 
about  the  Foundation  for  Evan¬ 
gelism,  that  story  was  “com¬ 
plete”  as  far  as  integrity 
permitted  us  to  tell  it. 

However,  it  involved  constraints 
imposed  by  promises  to  several 
news  sources  of  confidentiality. 
That  is,  we  received  information 
“off  the  record”  that  we  were  ethi¬ 
cally  bound  not  to  breach. 

Such  constraints  limit  how  fully 
we  can  report  a  story  until  (1)  our 
sources  are  willing  to  talk  “on  the 
record”  or  (2)  other  reliable  sources 
are  found  who  are  willing  publicly 
to  share  the  same  information. 

We  prefer,  of  course,  to  deal 
only  with  “on  the  record”  infor¬ 
mation.  However,  experience 
tells  us  that,  by  honoring  “off  the 
record”  requests,  our  readers’  in¬ 
terests  are  served  in  two  ways:  (1) 
we  earn  and  maintain  the  long¬ 
term  trust  and  cooperation  of 
valuable  sources  of  information, 
and  (2)  we  gain  a  broader  context 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Too  many  Christians  value  unity  over  truth 


1  know  Bishop  Woodie  White  is 
sincere,  but  he’s  too  worried  about 
Christians  always  finding  something 
to  fight  each  other  about  (see  UMR 
“What  others  are  saying,”  Oct.  20). 

In  fact,  I  think  the  problem  in  the 
modem  church  is  just  the  opposite: 
Not  enough  Christians  are  willing  to 
fight  in  defense  of  the  true  faith 
against  either  others  within  the 
church  or  against  those  in  the  world. 

Si  Pontius'  Puddle 


Today,  the  problem  is  that  too 
many  Christians  value  unity  over 
truth.  That  is  unbiblical.  In  the  ear¬ 
ly  church,  Christians  were  eager  to 
die  for  the  faith.  Today,  most  Chris¬ 
tians  wouldn’t  even  sustain  a 
bloody  nose  for  our  Lord. 

There’s  nothing  wrong — and,  in¬ 
deed,  everything  right — with  Chris¬ 
tians  fighting  among  themselves  if 
such  combat  is  engaged  in  a  proper 


Christian  manner. 

John  Lofton 
Laurel,  Maryland 

Mission  story  nuances  told 

In  light  of  recent  reports  about 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  mission  education  program 
department,  there  are  some  nuances 1 
of  our  story  that  readers  should 
know  (see  UMR,  Oct.  27). 


■  In  spite  of  vacancies  and  budget 
problems,  the  mission  story  is  con¬ 
tinuing  to  be  told  by  a  dedicated 
staff.  We  are  grateful  for  the  com¬ 
mitment  of  our  staff  to  mission.  The 
resolutions  spoke  only  about  the  po¬ 
tential  for  muting  the  mission  story. 

■  “New  World  Outlook”  is  being 
edited  by  staff  members  assigned  to 
the  magazine  on  an  interim  basis 
with  support  from  a  management 
team  drawn  from  the  department 
staff.  This  team  will  continue  to  pub¬ 
lish  the  magazine  bimonthly  in  1990. 

■  At  present,  we  are  not  seeking  al¬ 
ternative  funding  for  the  Service  Cen¬ 
ter.  But  we  are  studying  distribution 
in  the  Cincinnati  facility  to  determine 
if  the  center  can  produce  enough  in¬ 
come  to  become  self-sufficient.  Infor¬ 
mation  from  this  study  will  help  us 
decide  how  we  will  fund  the  cost  of 
distribution  of  our  resources  in  the  fu¬ 
ture.  The  study  will  not  determine  the 
future  of  the  Service  Center. 

Susan  Keirn  Kester 
New  York,  New  York 


THOSE!  OF-  OS  UT 
THE  CHO-RCH  WHO 
WORK  WITH  VOOTH 
REALIZE  THAT  TO 
LE  AO  THE1A  TO 
THE  LAND  OR 
HULK  (AND  HOHEV, 
VOO'VE  OOT  TO 
PASS  THROOOrH 
THE:  PROVINCE  OE 
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Faithfully  yours 


We  need  to  loosen  up,  be  more  spontaneous! 


Whatever  happened  to  spontane¬ 
ity? 

Two  brief,  casual  events  recently 
made  me  wonder. 

One  was  in  an  airport  waiting 
room,  not  the  first  time  I’ve  had  a 
pleasant  encounter  in  such  a  place. 

Seated  near  me  was  an  airline 
flight  attendant.  Prominently  dis¬ 
played  on  her  left  ring  finger  was 
the  familiar  glistening  symbol  of  an 
impending  marriage. 

I  remarked,  “I’ll  bet  1  know  what 
that  beautiful  ring  is  supposed  to 
mean.” 

Smiling  broadly,  she  said,  “I’ll 
bet  you  do,  too.  I’m  getting  married 
Oct.  7.  My  boyfriend,  and  1  are  go¬ 
ing  to  elope.” 

“Elope?”  I  responded.  “I  thought 
’elope’  meant  you  just  decided  kinda 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment  and  ran 


off  and  got  married.  You  know,  spon¬ 
taneous.  I  never  heard  of  someone 
scheduling  an 
elopement.” 

“Oh,  you  have  to 
do  that  nowadays,” 
she  answered  im¬ 
mediately.  “Other¬ 
wise  you  can’t  get 
the  flight  you  want 
or  the  best  room  at 
the  hotel  or  any-  lohn  Lovelace 
thing  else  you  prefer.” 

Silly  me.  What  do  I  know? 

Just  when  I  thought  spontaneity 
might  be  dead,  I  learned  otherwise 
through  a  demonstration-style  wor¬ 
ship  service  based  on  the  black- 
church  experience. 

The  “congregation"  consisted  of  a 
mixed-ethnic  group  of  75  or  so  gath¬ 
ered  for  an  annual  conferencewide 


communications  workshop. 

All  the  worship  leaders  were 
black  United  Methodists.  In  the 
freedom  of  their  singing,  their 
speech  patterns  and  their  liturgical 
forms,  I  glimpsed  some  of  the  beau¬ 
ties  of  spontaneity. 

So  what  if  all  those  free-flowing 
notes  aren’t  on  the  printed  page  the 
soloist  is  holding?  So  what’s  wrong 
with  letting  the  spirit  move  within 
her  voice  and,  transferred  outward, 
through  the  hearts  and  minds  of  her 
audience? 

In  settings  I’m  more  accustomed 
to,  I  don’t  mind  having  all  the 
words  and  notes  in  front  of  me  or 
all  the  prayer  responses  indicated 
by  page  number.  I  don’t  even  mind 
a  predictable  order  of  service,  Sun¬ 
day  after  Sunday,  if  that’s  the  cul¬ 
tural  pattern  and  preference  of  the 
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church  where  I  am  worshiping. 

But  in  the  contrast  between  that 
programmed  young  lady  at  the  air¬ 
port  and  those  beautiful  black 
speakers,  singers  and  players  in  that 
worship  service,  I  was  reminded 
that  spontaneity  may  provide  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  unfettered,  unpredict¬ 
able  Spirit  of  God! 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Mr.  Lovelace  is  managing  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Truly  I  tell  you,  this  poor  widow 
has  put  in  more  than  all  of  them;  for 
they  all  contributed  out  of  their 
abundance,  but  she  put  in  all  the 
living  that  she  had.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  2  Timothy  4:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  19 
Monday:  Psalms  8 1 
Tuesday:  Psalms  82 
Wednesday:  Malachi  3:6-12 
Thursday:  Malachi  4:1-6 
Friday:  Luke  21:5-19 
Saturday:  Luke  2 1 :20-33 
Sunday:  2  Thessdlonians  3:6-1 3 


My  Witness; 

Forgive  us,  dear  God, 
for  forgetting  Jason 


By  DEE  ANN  HEPTAS 

Jason  Wilkes,  age  10,  Olathe, 
Kan,,  died  Aug.  9.  He  drowned  in 
the  swimming  pool  of  an  apartment 
complex  200  steps  from  our  church. 
He  was  swimming  there  without 
permission,  without  supervision 
and  without  even  a  buddy. 

Next  door,  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  my  church,  a  day 
camp  with  an  enrollment  of  150 
was  underway.  A  weekly  swimming 
activity  was  underway  at  a  public 
pool  under  the  supervision  of  our 
counselors  and  a  lifeguards. 

But,  somehow,  we  missed  Jason. 

We  had  just  returned 

Four  of  us  had  just  returned  from 
a  week  of  inspiration  with  retired 
Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  and 
others  at  the  “Focus  ’89”  Confer¬ 
ence  On  Ministries  With  Children. 
We  were  spiritually  ready  to  face 
the  inevitable  struggles  over  making 
ends  meet,  wear  and  tear  on  the 
building  and  how  to  live  faithfully 
with  children. 

But,  somehow,  we  missed  Jason. 

It  wasn’t  that  people  at  church 
didn’t  know  Jason.  He  was  an  ev¬ 
eryday  attender  of  Sunshine  Break¬ 
fast  Club,  our  free  breakfast 
program  for  elementary  children. 

And,  as  we  talked  about  Jason  af¬ 
ter  his  death,  not  only  was  he  here 
often,  but  everyone  knew  him — the 
Breakfast  Club  director,  most  all  of 
the  volunteers,  folks  involved  with 
other  ministries  of  our  church,  mer- 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  ol  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life .  Dee  Ann 
Heptas  is  a  diaconal 
minister  at  First 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Olathe, 

Kan.  (Kansas  East 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  752SS-027S. 


chants  in  town. 

Jason  was  often  at  church  even 
when  he  wasn’t  “supposed”  to  be 
here.  And  when  he  was  here,  he 
made  his  presence  known,  as  irritat¬ 
ing  as  Balaam’s  donkey,  as  persistent 
as  the  young  Samuel  awakening  Eli 
with  “you  called  me,  and  here  I  am.” 

But,  somehow,  on  that  day  we 
missed  Jason. 

How  did  we  miss  Jason? 

How,  Lord,  did  we  miss  Jason?  I 
knew  he  needed  supervision, 
friends,  community.  Forgive  us, 
Lord,  when  we,  like  Balaam  and  Eli 
let  our  agendas,  plans,  structures 
and  adult  view  of  the  world  make 
us  miss  the  angel  in  the  road  or  the 
child  sent  to  us  by  You. 

Forgive  us,  Jason. 


What  others  are  saying; 


“Thanksgiving  is  a  healing  and 
unifying  power  in  human  life.  This 
power,  which  can  unite  a  people, 
which  can  bring  different  nations 
closer  together,  is  even  greater  than 
that  possessed  by  governments, 
which  are  themselves  encumbered 
with  tensions  and  problems.” 

— Franz  Cardinal  Koenig,  1st  Con¬ 
vocation  of  World  Thanksgiving 
*  *  * 

“Flawed  and  impossible  though 
they  may  be  at  times,  congregations 
are  the  most  powerful  antidote  we 
have  to  the  radical  individualism 
that  pervades  American  secular  and 
religious  culture.” 

— William  McKinney,  dean  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  religion  and  society,  Hart¬ 
ford  Seminary 

*  *  * 

“Sometimes  we  act  as  though  Jesus 
said,  ‘You  shall  love  your  neighbor 
better  than  yourself.’  Or,  ‘You  shall 
love  your  neighbor  and  hate  your¬ 


self.’  But  that  is  impossible.  The  per¬ 
son  who  does  not  love  himself  is 
incapable  of  loving  others.  By  learn¬ 
ing  to  love  ourselves  we  can  better 
work  with,  counsel  and  love  others.” 
— The  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir, 
district  superintendent,  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 


ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
POSITION  AVAILABLE 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  an 
immediate  opening  for  an  experienced 
journalist  who  believes  religious  news 
should  be  covered  in  an  interesting, 
credible  way.  Ideal  person  will  have  de¬ 
gree  in  journalism:  several  years  solid 
work  experience;  high  levels  of  energy, 
curiosity  and  creativity:  and  be  a  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  who  is  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action  Employer.  Contact:  Richard 
Stark,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 


The  Language  of 
Faith 


Meditations  for  Advent 
and  Christmas 

James  G.  Kirk 


The  author  of  Meditations  for  Lent 
now  provides  meditations  cen¬ 
tered  around  the  Christmas 
season,  for  both  individuals  and 
groups.  For  each  day,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  advent  until  Epiphany,  James 
Kirk  briefly  explains  an  appropriate  bib¬ 
lical  passage,  reflecting  on  its  meaning 
for  today,  and  closes  with  a  prayer. 

Paper  $8.95 


Better  Than  Nice  and  Other 
Unconventional  Prayers 

Frederick  Older 


Written  in  a  poetic  style,  this 

beautifully  written  collection  of 
52  prayers  speaks  to  people  of 
all  faiths  searching  for  spiritual  answers 
to  the  questions  and  problems  of  daily 
living.  The  book  focuses  on  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  quality  of  life.  Being  aware  of 
human  limitations  are  recurring  themes. 

Hard  $11. 95 


Available  from  your  local  bookstore  or  direct  from  the  publisher. 
(Please  include  $1.50  per  book  for  postage  and  handling.) 

Westminster/John  Knox  Press 

100  Witherspoon  Street,  Louisville,  Kentucky  40202-1396 
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From  The 
Executive 
Director 


Having  recently  completed  my  20th  year  as  Executive  Director,  I  have 
seen  many  changes  over  the  last  two  decades.  When  1  first  came  here,  we 
were  assisting  primarily  single  parent  families.  Our  society  began  realizing 
a  significant  sociological  shift.  Mothers  began  leaving  fathers  with  all  of 
the  children.  We  still  saw  fathers  leaving  their  families.  Someone  had  to 
see  that  the  needs  for  our  children  were  changing. 

Growing  with  the  times  has  been  one  of  this  agency’s  greatest  strengths. 
Ella  K.  Hooper,  the  founder  of  this  agency  70  years  ago  realized  a  need  to 
bring  children  in  from  outlying  areas  so  they  could  receive  a  proper  educa¬ 
tion.  When  the  oil  industry  began  to  flourish,  roads  and  transportation  in 
general  began  to  improve  and  children  were  able  to  attend  public  schools  more 
readily  than  before. 

We  served  Indian  people  for  several  years  until  the  public  school  system 
began  to  meet  their  needs.  We  continued  to  house  and  care  for  children 
that  have  been  placed  in  our  care  for  various  reasons  by  their  families  or 
the  State  of  Louisiana. 

As  our  society  has  become  more  and  more  complex,  the  end  result  often 
shows  in  our  children.  There  are  so  many  reasons  children  are  placed  in 
our  care;  they  are  simply  too  numerous  to  go  into.  Today,  MacDonell 
United  Methodist  Children’s  Services  has  36  children  in  residence,  and  the 
agency  is  at  its  maximum  capacity. 

Over  the  seven-decade  span  of  the  agency’s  service  to  the  area,  it  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  well  over  50,000  children  have  come  through  these  doors.  In 
keeping  up  with  changing  times,  we  now  offer  counseling  services  to  fam¬ 
ilies,  individuals,  and  married  couples.  It  just  makes  good  sense  to  try  to 
heal  the  family.  If  the  family  unit  is  strong  and  healthy  from  a  psychologi¬ 
cal,  spiritual,  and  emotional  point  of  view,  then  everyone  in  the  family 
benefits. 

I  hope  that  each  of  you  will  remember  to  continue  giving  to  MacDonell 
through  the  proper  channels.  Your  Methodist  foremothers  and  forefathers 
began  this  agency,  and  we  need  your  continued  prayers  and  financial  sup¬ 
port  to  take  this  children's  ministry  into  the  21st  century. 

Sincerely, 

G.  J.  “Jerry”  Bridges,  MSW,  ACSW,  BCSW 

Executive  Director 


Needs  and  Wishes  Are  Many 


If  you  wake  up  one  fine  morning 
and  think  of  all  the  blessings  you’ve 
got,  you  just  may  decide  this  is  the 
time  for  you  to  do  something  for 
someone  else.  At  MacDonell  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Children’s  Services, 
the  options  are  great. 

The  deflated  economy  has  not 
only  pinched  the  pocket  books  of 
individuals  and  companies,  it  has 
also  hit  the  70-year  old  agency  as 
well.  The  36-capacity  residential  fa¬ 
cility  receives  partial  reimburse¬ 
ment  from  the  State  of  Louisiana 
for  services  rendered  to  children 
placed  in  the  state’s  custody,  but 
these  fees,  along  with  many  other 
programs,  have  been  drastically  cut. 
The  state  only  pays  for  a  percentage 
of  the  cost  to  care  for  these  boys 
and  girls. 

Our  costs  are  constantly  on  the 
rise,  and  one  of  the  ways  to  lower 
that  cost  is  not  only  monetary  gifts 
which  are  always  appreciated,  but 
for  in-kind  gifts  as  well.  Some  of  the 
items  and  types  of  services  needing 
to  be  donated  are  listed  below: 

*  Small  used  car  for  in-town  Dr.’s 


appointments 

*  Play  Therapy  equipment 

*  Computers 

*  Hand/Bath  towels/wash  cloths 

*  Cement  poured  for  driveways 
and  parking  areas 

*  Icemaker 

*  Typewriter 

*  Calculator  (desk  top) 

*  Filing  cabinets  i.i. 

*  Cleaning  supplies 

*  Personal  grooming  products 
(such  as  shampoo,  toothbrushes, 
powder,  brushes/combs,  etc.) 

*  Small  desk  lamps 

*  Educational  aids/supplies 

*  Bicycles 

*  New  twin  mattresses 

*  New  twin  sheets 

*  Playground  equipment 

*  Television  sets 

*  Nintendo/Atari  systems  and 
games 

*  Towels 

*  Vision  and  hearing  screening 
equipment 

*  Art  supplies 

*  School  supplies 

*  Socks 

*  Toys,  games,  puzzles 


Mission  Statement: 

"The  mission  of  MacDonell  United 
Methodist  Children's  Services,  Inc.  is 
to  provide  clinical,  educational,  and 
spiritual  care  for  children,  youth,  and 
adults  who  need  the  healing  ministries 
offered  by  our  agency." 


Say  It  With 
A  Gift  From 
the  Heart 


There  are  several  ways  individ¬ 
uals  and  companies  can  contribute 
much-needed  dollars. 

GIFT  OF  APPRECIATION:  Simply 
a  donation  because  you  are  thankful 
for  the  good  life  God  has  given  you 
that  enables  you  to  be  the  one  to 
give  money  rather  than  be  the  one 
who  must  receive  it. 

MEMORIAL  GIFT:  This  is  a  gift 
in  remembrance  of  a  deceased 
loved  one.  For  those  who  wish  to 
make  a  sizable  donation,  a  memori¬ 
al  plaque  hangs  in  the  Administra¬ 
tion  Building.  It  is  engraved  with 
the  name  of  the  remembered  loved 
one  and  the  name  of  the  donor  for 
contributions  of  $100  to  $750. 

HONORARIUM:  This  is  for  when 
you  wish  to  especially  honor  someone 
who  has  been  meaningful  in  your 
life.  An  Honorarium  Plaque  also 
hangs  in  the  Administration  Build¬ 
ing  which  bears  the  name  of  the 
honoree  and  the  donor  for  gifts  of 
$100  to $750. 

MEMORIAL  WALK:  Memorial 
Walk  is  a  double  row  of  live  oak 
trees  that  are  planted  for  donations 
of  $750  or  more.  The  tree  is  named 
for  the  person  you  wish  to  remem¬ 
ber.  A  plaque,  commemorating  the 
deceased  and  the  donor,  is  placed  at 
the  base  of  the  tree. 

ENDOWMENT  FUND:  A  dona¬ 
tion  of  any  amount  can  be  designat¬ 
ed  to  our  endowment  fund.  The 
income  from  the  endowment  can  be 
used  by  the  agency,  and  your  funds 
stay  intact. 

OTHERS  TYPES  OF  DONA¬ 
TIONS  are  those  in  remembrance 
of  special  holidays  and  anniversa¬ 
ries,  special  gifts,  wills  and  be¬ 
quests. 

A  representative  of  our  agency 
would  be  happy  to  speak  to  you  if 
you  would  like  more  information. 
We  invite  you  to  see  our  campus, 
but  due  to  the  confidential  nature 
of  our  services,  tours  of  the  facilities 
are  available  by  appointment  only. 
For  more  information,  call  (504)  868- 
8362. 


Because  the  primary  responsibility  at  MacDonell  is  care  for  the  children, 
82  percent  of  all  monies  received  are  utilized  for  that  purpose.  The  remain¬ 
ing  18  percent  is  utilized  for  administrative  costs,  such  as  administrative 
salaries,  upkeep  of  the  grounds,  campaign  and  printing  expenses,  and  of¬ 
fice  equipment  and  supplies. 


1989-90 

Board  of  Directors 


Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon  —  President 
Lafayette,  LA 

Dr.  William  Wilder  —  Vice  President 
Houma,  LA 

Mrs.  Chris  Halt  —  Secretary 
Baton  Rouge.  LA 

The  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley  —  Treasurer 
Franklin.  LA 


Keep  Christ  in 

Your  Christmas 


hristmas  Cards  are  more  than  a  wonderful  holiday 
tradition.  They  are  a  way  of  sharing  the  warmth  of 
the  Christmas  season  with  special  friends  both  far 
and  near.  McDonell  offers  a  unique  opportunity  to 
make  your  Christmas  message  even  more  meaning- 


When  you  remember  us  with  a  donation,  we  will  send  your 
holiday  message  in  a  beautiful  Christmas  card  to  those  on  your 
list.  The  enclosed  presentation  card  will  tell  your  friends,  fam¬ 
ily  members,  or  customers  that  you  have  given  a  gift  to  the 
children  at  MacDonell  in  their  name.  A  donation  of  $5.00  or 
more  per  card  includes  printing,  addressing,  and  postage. 

Your  thoughtful  gift  can  help  provide  a  merrier  Christmas 
for  our  children  while  it  multiplies  your  joy  threefold  as  you 
share  this  season  with  your  valued  friends  or  customers.  Your 
donation  is  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  of  the  law.  If  you 
would  like  more  information,  please  call  us  at  (504)  868-8362. 


ELECTED  MEMBERS 

Mrs.  Erelene  Bradford  —  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Mr.  Walter  Brock  —  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery  —  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Dr.  William  R.  Ladd  —  Houma,  LA 
Mr.  John  Laing  —  Houma,  LA 
Mr.  Hilton  Michel  —  Houma,  LA 
Dr.  Grace  Monk  —  Thibodaux,  LA 
Mrs.  Marcia  Moser  —  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Mrs.  Beverly  Rhymes  —  Houma,  LA 
The  Rev.  Joe  Rountree  —  Jonesville,  LA 
Mrs.  Christopher  B.  Siegrist  —  Houma,  LA 

EX-OFFICIO 

The  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon  Jr.  —  Houma,  LA 
The  Rev.  James  Davidson  —  New  Orleans,  LA 
The  Rev.  Gary  Herman  —  Houma,  LA 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden  —  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Mr.  Doran  Porter  —  New  York,  NY 
Mrs.  Jack  Winegeart  —  Plain  Dealing,  LA 

HONORARY 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron  —  Pineville,  LA 
Mrs.  G.  E.  Laskey  —  Ruston,  LA 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  McGowan  —  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Dr.  B.  Joseph  Martin  —  Gray.  LA 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Nichols  —  College  Station.  TX 
Mrs.  Dee  Riggin  —  Houma,  LA 


Christmas  Gifts  From  the 


NAME: _ 

ADDRESS:  _ _  _ 

CITY:  - - — - -  STATE. _ ZIP. _ 

PHONE:  (Home)  _  (Work) _ 

I  am  interested  in  the  following: 

—  I  want  to  be  on  your  mailing  list  —  Talking  with  someone  about  a  special  gift 

—  A  speaker  for  my  civic/church  group  _  Scheduling  a  group  tour  of  the  campus 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for: 

_  Thanksgiving  Offering .  $  _ 

—  Christmas  Card  Purchase _ Cards  @  $5.00  each .  . 

Please  enclose  your  mailing  list 

_  Memorial  Gift  * .  . 

_  Honorarium  Gift  * .  . 

—  Gift  I  will  send _ Monthly _ Quarterly _ Yearly  _ 

_  Endowment  Fund  .  . 

_  Other  _ _  _ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED .  $  _ 

*  In  Honor/Memory  of  _ _ _ 

Send  Acknowledgement  to: 

NAME: _ 

ADDRESS: _ 

CITY:  -  STATE _ ZIP _ 
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Faith  in  the  world 


_ 3 

The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 

_ watch 

NO  NEW  M.  L.  KING:  The  Rev 

James  A.  Forbes  Jr.,  pastor  of  historic  Riverside 
Church  in  Manhattan,  says 
it  is  time  for  black  theolo¬ 
gians  and  clergy  to  stop 
waiting  for  another  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  to  shake 
loose  the  yoke  of  oppres¬ 
sion.  Rather,  he  said,  they 
should  recognize  their  own 
obligations  to  lead.  Dr. 

Forbes  accused  black  reli-  lames  Forbes 
gious  leaders  of  emulating  Moses’  reluctance  to 
lead  the  Israelites.  He  told  the  convocation  of 
primarily  black  theologians  and  clergy  that 
there  won’t  be  a  star  without  a  supporting  cast. 

VOLUNTEER  REMEMBERED:  a 

memorial  service  was  held  Nov.  3  at  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  laywoman  Mary  Carla  Weaver, 
43.  She  was  killed  along  with  131  others  Oct.  21 
in  a  plane  crash  near  Las  Mesitas,  Honduras. 
Ms.  Weaver  quit  her  job  with  Pennzoil,  based  in 
Houston,  to  serve  as  a  full-time  hunger  volun¬ 
teer  in  Costa  Rica.  She  had  established  a  dried- 
food  operation  as  one  solution  to  hunger. 

NO  LETTING  UP:  A  prominent  apart¬ 
heid  opponent  has  countered 
ing  black  South  African 
religious  leaders  are  recom¬ 
mending  a  six-month  mora¬ 
torium  on  economic 
sanctions  against  their  gov¬ 
ernment.  The  Rev.  Allan 
Boesak,  president  of  the 
World  Alliance  of  Re¬ 
formed  Churches,  said  it 
would  be  “a  serious  mistake 
to  let  up  on  the  government  at  this  stage.” 


reports  that  lead- 


Allan  Boesak 


THE  JUDGE  SAYS  'NO':  Houston 
Appeals  Court  Judge  Paul  Pressler,  a  prominent 
fundamentalist  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  has  turned  down  President  Bush’s  nomi¬ 
nation  to  direct  the  federal  Office  of 
Government  Ethics.  He  has,  however,  accepted 
a  part-time  appointment  that  will  be  announced 
later  this  year.  Several  prominent  moderates  in 
the  denomination  had  charged  that  Judge  Press¬ 
ler  was  unsuited  for  the  post  because  of  what 
they  claim  is  his  intolerance  and  bigotry  on  reli¬ 
gious  matters.  However,  President  Bush  said  he 
has  admired  the  judge  for  many  years. 

NO  SWAGGART  CLONES:  The 

Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A.  must  become  more 
aggressive  about  evangelizing  if  it  expects  to 
compete  for  members  with  rapidly  growing  con¬ 
servative  churches  that  put  a  high  priority  on 
spreading  the  gospel.  But  Presbyerians  should 
be  careful  not  to  emulate  the  tactics  of  televan¬ 
gelists  like  Jimmy  Swaggart  or  Jim  Bakker. 
Those  were  the  essential  messages  delivered 
during  a  conference  on  Evangelism  in  the  Re¬ 
formed  Tradition  sponsored  recently  in  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.  by  three  seminaries  affiliated  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


E.  Germans  'tempted'  by  Western  wealth? 


UM  leader  says  hope  for  better  living  fuels  exodus 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
“Americans  must  understand 
that  East  Germans  who  fled  their 
country  still  love  their  homeland. 
They  have  just  been  tempted  by 
the  standard  of  living  they  have 
heard  is  offered  from  the  West.” 

Those  reminders  were  offered 
last  week  by  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor  of 
Dresden,  East  Germany. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Report¬ 
er  during  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops’  meeting.  Bish¬ 


op  Minor  discussed  the  new  wave 
of  government  reforms  in  the  Ger¬ 
man  Democratic  Republic. 

He  presides  over  some  26,000 
United  Methodists  and  150  ac¬ 
tive  and  retired  clergy  in  that 
country. 

Last  month  East  German  com¬ 
munist  party  leader  Erich  Hon- 
ecker — who  built  the  Berlin  Wall 
between  East  and  West  Germa¬ 
ny — was  swept  out  of  office,  and 
Egon  Krenz  was  named  president. 

Then  last  week: 

■  An  estimated  500,000  peo¬ 
ple  demonstrated  in  the  streets  of 
Leipzig,  East  Germany,  demand- 


Bishops:  Pray  for  Europe 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
United  Methodist  bishops  have 
called  on  all  United  Methodists 
“to  pray  for  their  sisters  and 
brothers  in  Eastern  Europe  during 
transitions  in  their  countries.” 

United  Methodists  are  asked 
to  “pray  for  these  [Eastern  Euro¬ 
pean]  nations  and  encourage 
their  new  leadership  to  find  ways 
to  improve  the  welfare  of  the  citi¬ 
zenship  and  to  guarantee  justice 
and  true  liberation.” 

During  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  meeting  Nov. 
4-10,  the  international  episcopal 
body  called  special  attention  to 
political  changes  taking  place  in 
Eastern  Europe — especially  areas 
where  the  denomination  has 


ministries. 

Those  areas  are  Estonia  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  Hungary,  Poland 
and  East  Germany. 

“We  also  wish  to  highlight  the 
severe  economic  conditions  in 
Yugoslavia,  with  a  5  percent  in¬ 
flation.  increase  per  day  and  the 
situation  in  Bulgaria  and 
Czechoslovakia  where  practically 
no  change  has  occurred,”  the 
bishops  said  in  a  resolution. 

The  bishops  affirmed  the  at¬ 
tempt  of  Eastern  European  na¬ 
tions  to  find  their  own  solutions 
for  political  and  social  problems. 

“We  resist  the  imposition  of 
traditional  Eastern  or  Western 
value  systems,”  said  the  bishops’ 
statement. 

— DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


ing  free  elections,  multi-party 
elections  and  unrestricted  travel. 

■  Some  44  members  of  the 
East  German  cabinet  resigned  en 
masse. 

■  And  during  the  whole  time, 
thousands  of  East  Germans  fled 
their  homeland  and  headed  for 
the  West  through  Czechoslovakia 
and  Hungary.  News  reports  said 
more  than  175,000  East  Ger¬ 
mans — or  1  percent  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  16.7  million  people — have 
fled  to  West  Germany.  Some  re¬ 
ports  say  the  exodus  of  citizens  is 
about  200  people  an  hour. 

Border  opening  celebrated 

On  Nov.  9,  Bishop  Minor 
learned  along  with  the  rest  of  the 
bishops  that  all  the  borders  were 
open  in  East  Germany,  including 
“Checkpoint  Charlie”  leading  to 
West  Berlin. 

He  rejoiced  in  the  news. 

“I  hope  my  people  will  under¬ 
stand  the  new  developments  in 
our  country  and  stay  and  help 
make  changes,”  he  added. 

Bishop  Minor  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  the  exodus  of  East  Ger¬ 
mans  has  been  a  stressful  time 
for  his  congregations.  He  said  he 
was  not  sure  if  the  exodus  hurt 
overall  church  membership,  but 
he  was  sure  that  no  clergy  had 
fled  the  country. 

However,  members  of  at  least 
three  ministerial  families  left 
East  Germany  last  week. 

Bishop  Minor  said  a  future 
concern  of  East  Germans  might 
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LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C. — Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor,  shown  at 
last  week's  Council  of  Bishops  meeting,  says  his  fellow  East 
Germans  have  been  "tempted"  by  a  higher  living  standard. 


be  how  the  U.S.  gets  involved  in 
developments  in  his  country. 

“The  economy  of  Eastern  Eu¬ 
rope  needs  help,  but  a  kind  of 
‘pay  off’  for  doing  things  the 
U.S.  way  would  not  help  self-de¬ 
termination  there,”  he  said. 

“I  know  the  people  in  East 
Germany  are  not  trying  to  return 
to  ‘capitalist  freedom,’  ”  the 


bishop  continued.  “They  are 
looking  for  something  beyond 
capitalism. 

“East  Germany  would  like  to 
retain  the  good  things,  like  social 
security,  inexpensive  health  care 
and  full  employment.  But  they 
would  not  like  to  be  like  West 
Germany — a  country  of  ‘sharp 
elbows’  [highly  competitive].” 


'Full  battle  plan'  for  UMC's  war  on  drugs  unveiled 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
The  full  battle  plan  for  United 
Methodism’s  “war  on  drugs”  was 
unveiled  to  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  last  week. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  Area) — calling  himself 
the  “catalytic  servant”  for  the 
bishops’  initiative — said  his  role 
is  simple: 

“I’ll  seek  to  symbolically  call 
the  church  to  be  the  church  in 
specific  communities  and  nation¬ 
ally.” 

Last  April  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  declared  substance  abuse  a 
“national  crisis”  and  voted  to  de¬ 
ploy  one  bishop  to  a  special  one- 
year  assignment  of  organizing  the 
church’s  response  to  it.  Bishop 
May  was  given  the  assignment. 

His  mission  is  to  strengthen 
the  bishops’  resolve  “to  combat 
the  massive  deterioration  of  the 


spiritual  and  social  structures  of 
our  communities.” 

Bishop  May  plans  to: 

■  Provide  resources  to  a  dem¬ 
onstration  project  in  Washing¬ 
ton. 

■  Provide  resources  to  annual 
conferences. 

■  Provide  resources  to  nation¬ 
al  advocacy  agencies. 

■  Support  and  encourage  pro¬ 
grams  designed  by  the  UM  gen¬ 
eral  boards  to  fight  substance 
abuse. 

■  Coordinate  the  work  of  local 
and  national  think-tanks  working 
on  the  drug  problem. 

“Some  people  have  asked  me, 
‘When  is  The  United  Methodist 
Church  going  to  produce  a  posi¬ 
tion  paper  on  the  drug  abuse  cri¬ 
sis?’  ”  Bishop  May  said. 

“Well,  there  won’t  be  a  posi¬ 
tion  paper  on  this  one!  The  time 
has  come  for  us  to  do  it,  in  the 
name  of  Christ. 


“We  need  a  new  Moses  to  say 
to  substance  abuse,  the  Pharaoh, 
’Let  my  people  go!’  That  will  be 
done  by  education,  drug  preven¬ 
tion  and  rehabilitation,  law  en¬ 
forcement,  civic  involvement 


" Declaring 
anew  the 
light  of  Christ 
among  us," 
light  a  candle 
against  drugs 
Dec.  3. 

— UM  bishops 


and  political  leadership.” 

As  Bishop  May  spoke,  other 
bishops  provided  a  background 
of  “Amens.” 

“We  may  not  be  able  to  save 
an  entire  community,”  Bishop 


May  continued,  “but  we  will  be 
able  to  save  at  least  one  child. 

“We  will  offer  an  option  to  ev¬ 
eryone  who  will  listen:  Choose 
life,  or  choose  death!” 


Advent  candle-lighting 
begins  anti-drug  covenant 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
The  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  is  asking  each  congre¬ 
gation  and  each  United  Method¬ 
ist  home  to  place  a  lighted  candle 
in  a  window  Dec.  3 — first  Sun¬ 
day  in  Advent — “declaring  anew 
the  light  of  Christ  among  us.” 

The  bishops  ask  that  Advent 
be  used  as  a  time  of  reflection  on 
the  biblical  witness  recording  the 
coming  of  Christ  to  the  world. 

Then  each  United  Methodist  is 


invited  to  make  a  covenant  Dec. 
31  for  a  year  of  prayer  and  fast¬ 
ing  in  support  of  the  special  anti¬ 
drug  assignment  of  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa., 
Area)  and  his  wife,  Phyllis. 

The  bishops  said  United  Meth¬ 
odists  should  pray  that  “our 
streets,  neighborhoods  and 
homes  will  be  healed  of  the  de¬ 
structive  force  of  illegal  drugs 
and  that  as  United  Methodists 
we  may  be  faithful  in  presenting 
Christ  to  the  world.” 

—DEMISE  IOHMSOM  STOVALL 


How  to  start  a  fire 
and  keep  it  going 

Renew  your  ministry  with  two  new 
titles  from  Francis  Asbury  Press 

Ablaze  for  God 

VCksleyL.  Duetvel 

36181-8.  Softcovcr,  336  pages,  $ 1 1 .95 

Ablaze  for  God  shows  you  how  to  develop  the  spiritual 
personality  so  essential  for  effective  ministry. 

Before  you  burn  out,  let  Ablaze  for  God  fan  into  flame 
your  own  life. 

"Scripturally  sound,  intensely  practical,  and 
sympathetic  in  tone,  this  book  is  a  must  for  anyone 
desiring  to  blow  more  of  God  's  pouter  in  service.  ” 

Billy  A.  Melvin.  Executive  Director, 

National  Association  of  Evangelicals 


!  HCoUtrsat 


The  Biblical  Principles  of  Discipleship 

Allan  Coppedge 

75350-3.  Hardcover,  176  pages,  S 13-95 

Today’s  world  needs  far  more  than  converts.  It  needs 
disciples. 

Allan  Coppedge  takes  you  far  past  discipling  techniques  to 
develop  God’s  purpose  for  making  disciples:  a  people  for  his 
own  glory. 

If  you're  already  engaged  in  a  discipling  ministry,  if  you 
yearn  to  begin  one,  The  Biblical  Principles  of  Discipleship  can 
help  you  stir  up  a  people  who  can  warm  an  all  too  cold  world. 

Ablaze  for  God  and  The  Biblical  Principles  of  Discipleship  are 
available  now.  For  your  copy,  call  today,  1  -800-727-3^80  Key 
Code  C2,  or  visit  your  favorite  Christian  bookstore. 


Church  periodicals  can't  replace  press  coverage 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

Religious  News  Service 

BOSTON — Church  periodicals  are 
not  a  substitute  for  the  coverage  of 
religion  that  members  of  faith  groups 
want  and  expect  in  the  secular  press, 
the  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  was  told  Nov.  3. 

Although  secular  news  coverage  of 
religion  is  “uneven  and  piecemeal,” 
it  is  relied  on  for  news  of  religion  in 
general  as  a  “significant  aspect  of 
daily  life  for  most  Americans,”  said 
the  Rev.  Judith  L.  Weidman. 

Ms.  Weidman,  editor-director  of 
Religious  News  Service,  was  report¬ 
ing  the  latest  findings  in  a  ground¬ 
breaking  study  on  religious  reporting 
and  readership  in  the  public  press 
funded  by  the  Lilly  Endowment  for 
the  Humanities. 

Religious  News  Service  supplies 
religious  news  to  secular  publica¬ 
tions.  It  is  a  division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

Earlier  reports  in  the  study  found 
that  more  than  half  of  a  nationwide 
sample  contacted  by  the  Gallup  poll¬ 
ing  organization  said  that  it  is  at  least 
fairly  important  for  newspapers  to 
cover  religion  as  well  as  other  kinds 
of  news. 

A  major  part  of  the  report  to  the 
United  Methodist  communicators 
focused  on  specific  work  with  four 
congregations  in  the  Philadelphia  re¬ 
gion,  one  each  United  Methodist,  As¬ 
semblies  of  God,  National  Baptist 
and  Roman  Catholic. 

Catholics  'big  surprise' 

“The  big  surprise,”  Ms.  Weid¬ 
man  told  the  communicators,  “is 
that  Catholics  have  the  least  inter¬ 
est  of  any  group  in  reading  religion 
in  the  public  press  despite  the  fact 


that  they  are  the  most  likely  to  say 
they  read  a  newspaper  every  day.” 

United  Methodists  in  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  church,  according  to  Ms. 
Weidman,  tended  to  fault  the  me¬ 
dia  for  quoting  persons  such  as  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  to  an  extent  that 
makes  him  appear  to  speak  for  reli¬ 
gion  in  the  nation. 

United  Methodists  also  tended  to 
believe  that  the  religion  desk  on  a 
daily  newspaper  frequently  is  an  en¬ 
try-level  position  and  “reporters  of¬ 
ten  don’t  know  as  much  as  they 
ought  to  know  to  do  an  intelligent 
job.” 

All  four  groups  interviewed 


seemed  to  “understand  well  the  dif¬ 
ferences  between  the  religious  and 
secular  press,”  and  the  church  page 
and  the  front  page. 

“They  understood  ...  by  and 
large  that  their  local  church  or  their 
denomination  rarely  makes  hard 
news  unless  there  is  some  sort  of 
crisis  or  scandal,"  Ms.  Weidman  re¬ 
ported. 

Consider  selves  religious 

Earlier  reports  in  the  study  head¬ 
ed  by  Stewart  Hoover  of  Temple 
University  in  Philadelphia  found 
that  the  vast  majority  of  newspaper 
readers  consider  themselves  to  be 


religious  people. 

“Fully  half  of  them  on  our  survey 
say  that  religion  is  ‘very  important’ 
in  their  lives,"  Dr.  Hoover  said  in 
releasing  the  first  findings  in  April. 

Among  other  things,  the  early  re¬ 
ports  said  that  “social  and  ethical 
positions  and  pronouncements  by 
major  faith  groups  (on  matters  such 
as  abortion,  nuclear  policy,  the 
economy,  etc.)”  were  rated  “very 
important”  to  cover  by  the  largest 
percentage  of  respondents. 

The  surveys  of  the  four  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  Philadelphia  area  in 
general  supported  the  earlier  find¬ 
ings,  Dr.  Hoover  said. 


Judicial  Council  overturns  'status'  roles 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WILLIAMSBURG,  Va.— Lay¬ 
men,  laywomen  and  clergy  mem¬ 
bers  no  longer  have  guaranteed 
spots  on  any  United  Methodist 
boards,  the  denomination’s  “su¬ 
preme  court"  ruled  Oct.  27. 

The  Judicial  Council  unani¬ 
mously  “reaffirmed  our  long¬ 
standing  position  that  (the 
church’s)  Constitution  forbid(s) 
‘any  legislation  which  would 
guarantee  a  preferred  status  not 
extended  to  others.’  ” 

In  1  988  the  church  court 
struck  down  a  requirement  that 
boards  of  directors  for  denomin¬ 
ationwide  agencies  be  composed 
of  one-third  clergy  members, 
one-third  laymen  and  one-third 
laywomen.  The  Oct.  27  decision 


expands  that  decision  to  all  re¬ 
gional  and  local  church  bodies. 

The  ruling  came  in  response  to 
a  request  from  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Annual  Conference  for  a  de¬ 
claratory  decision. 

The  nine-member  Judicial 
Council  reiterated  earlier  opin¬ 
ions  that  parts  of  church  law  that 
“  ‘recommend’  or  ask  that  ‘spe¬ 
cial  attention’  be  given  to  mem¬ 
bership  of  certain  categories  of 
persons  are  constitutional.” 

Board  members  elected  before 
Oct.  27  can  continue  to  hold 
their  seats  until  their  present 
terms  expire. 

In  a  related  opinion,  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  upheld  a  ruling  by 
Bishop  William  B.  Grove  (West 
Virginia  Area)  that  “status  cate¬ 
gories”  are  not  permitted  by  the 


church’s  constitution. 

In  another  case  from  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  the  Judicial  Council  up¬ 
held  a  constitutional  provision 
that  lay  members  of  annual  con¬ 
ferences  must  be  members  of  the 
congregation  from  which  they 
are  elected  for  at  least  two  years. 
The  decision  knocked  down  an 
exception  in  church  law  to  the 
two-year  rule  for  “newly  orga¬ 
nized  churches." 

Taking  up  a  dispute  about  dis¬ 
posal  of  former  Evangelical  Unit¬ 
ed  Brethren  Church  property  in 
Illinois,  the  Judicial  Council  in¬ 
structed  the  three  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  that  state  to  abide  by  a 
1969  agreement.  It  covers  divi¬ 
sion  of  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
the  property. 


Faith  at  work 
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Faith  — 
^connections 

CAROLINA  CAMPAIGN:  An  esti¬ 
mated  1,600  delegates  from  across  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  helped  kick 
off  the  first  conferencewide  “Growth  Plus"  pro¬ 
gram  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  Nov.  4. 
The  three-year  effort,  called  “Vision  2000 
(Growth  Plus),”  is  designed  to  help  congrega¬ 
tions  in  that  conference  grow  in  membership, 
mission  and  ministry.  Congregations  there  can 
choose  to  work  with  “Growth  Plus”  consultants 
trained  by  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Consultants  are  to  help  local  churches  develop 
ways  to  reach  new  people  for  Christ,  equip 
members  to  share  their  faith  and  train  members 
for  expanded  ministries. 

ANOTHER  STEP  TAKEN:  The  board 
of  directors  of  the  proposed  United  Methodist 
university  in  Africa  has  hired  a  Zimbabwe  lawyer 
to  establish  the  school  as  a  legal  corporation. 
That’s  another  step  in  the  plan  to  begin  construc¬ 
tion  next  year  and  open  the  school  to  students  in 
spring  1991.  Zimbabwe  President  Robert  Mu¬ 
gabe's  cabinet  earlier  had  approved  a  recommen¬ 
dation  that  private  universities,  including  the 
United  Methodist  Africa  University,  be  part  of 
national  policy.  That  recommendation  is  to  be 
considered  by  Zimbabwe’s  Parliament,  possibly 
this  month,  according  to  Patrick  Chinamasa, 
Zimbabwe’s  attorney  general. 

EDITOR  ELEVATED:  The  interna¬ 
tional  editor  of  “El  Aposento  Alto,”  the  Span- 
ash-language  edition  of 
''The  Upper  Room,"  has 
been  named  executive  sec¬ 
retary  for  ethnic  church  re¬ 
sources  with  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board 
of  Discipleship.  The  Rev. 

Horacio  M.  Rios  will  coor¬ 
dinate  all  programming  and 
publishing  activities  related  Horacio  Rios 
to  ethnic  local  churches.  He  will  continue  to  ad¬ 
minister  publication  and  distribution  of  “El 
Aposento  Alto.”  He  is  an  ordained  elder  of  The 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  and  has  been  with 
The  Upper  Room  for  1 1  years. 

ECUMENICAL  TIES:  Four  areas  of  ec¬ 
umenical  activity  have  been  given  top  priority 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  ecumenical 
arm.  Those  are  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union’s  covenanting  process;  supporting  ecu¬ 
menical  advocacy  in  United  Methodist  semi¬ 
naries;  identifying  obstacles  to  Christian  unity 
and  interreligious  relations  in  United  Methodist 
institutions,  agencies  and  liturgies;  and  provid¬ 
ing  program  support  for  dialogue  between  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  and  practitioners  of  traditional 
Native  American  religions. 

CHIEF  EXECUTIVE  NAMED:  The 

United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  has  named  Dean  W.  Pulliam 
as  its  chief  executive.  Mr.  Pulliam,  former  di¬ 
rector  of  Epworth  Village  in  York,  Neb.,  as¬ 
sumed  duties  Nov.  1.  He  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Robert  F.  Willner,  who  resigned  to  become  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  McKendree  Village  in  Her¬ 
mitage,  Tenn.  The  association,  based  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  is  a  national  network  of  UM-re- 
lated  health  and  human  services  agencies.  Its 
members  include  some  180  retirement  and 
long-term  care  communities,  30  hospitals,  54 
child-care  agencies,  32  annual  conferences,  and 
nine  community  centers. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 


Turning  cable  TV  into  a  Gospel  medium 

Local  access  gives  people  a  chance  to  share  faith,  expert  tells  communicators 


By  B.  DENISE  HAWKINS 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

BOSTON — The  church  can  tell 
its  story  in  the  future  through  local 
access  cable  television,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  secular  news  media. 

So  insists  at  least  one  expert  in 
cable  TV. 

Hubert  Jessup,  general  manager 
of  Boston  Community  Access  and 


Programming  Foundation,  told 
the  United  Methodist  Association 
of  Communicators  (UMAC)  an¬ 
nual  meeting  Nov.  1-4  that  local 
access  cable  provides  for  more 
personal  involvement,  builds  com- 
munity,  demystifies  television, 
cuts  costs  and  puts  power  in  the 
hands  of  ordinary  people. 

He  said  that  when  evangelical 
preachers  were  shut  out  of  main¬ 


stream  religious  programming 
10-20  years  ago,  they  turned  to 
the  then-emerging  technology  of 
cable  television  to  get  their  mes¬ 
sage  across. 

They  knew  the  power  of  the 
new  technology  and  how  to  use 
it,  he  added. 

“Cable  was  overlooked  in  the 
70s  because  the  religious  com¬ 
munity  did  nor  understand  the 


power  of  multiple  channel  ac¬ 
cess,"  he  said. 

At  the  time,  Mr.  Jessup  said, 
mainstream  denominations  were 
content  with  appearing  only  on 
national  television. 

The  communicators’  group 
heard  keynoter  Linda  Tafolla  of 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  make  simi¬ 
lar  points. 

Although  some  televangelists 


have  been  disgraced  in  recent 
months  in  money  and  sex  scan¬ 
dals,  still  religious  journalists  can 
learn  much  from  them  as  com¬ 
municators,  said  Ms.  Tafolla. 

She  is  a  free-lance  producer 
whose  work  has  been  featured  on 
the  national  weekly  United 
Methodist  TV  show,  “Catch  the 
Spirit.” 

At  the  peak  of  their  power,  Jim 
and  Tammy  Bakker  and  Jimmy 
Swaggart  were  “slick  and  effec¬ 
tive  communicators,”  she  said. 

"The  PTL  leaders  were  excep¬ 
tionally  skillful  in  the  use  of  the 
tools  of  their  trade  . . .  They  be¬ 
came  masters  at  the  use  of  state-of- 
the-art  audio-visual  technology,” 
Ms.  Tafolla  said. 

In  the  aftermath  of  broadcast 
ministries  gone  wrong,  the  chal¬ 
lenge  facing  religious  communi¬ 
cators  is  to  “undo  the  mischief 
they  have  done  in  the  religious 
community,”  she  said. 

To  do  so,  she  said,  “we  must 
speak  out  louder  and  stronger  to 
deliver  the  message  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 


Conference,  church 


editors  are  honored 


BOSTON — Editors  of  annual 
conference  and  local  church  pub¬ 
lications  related  to  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  were  among 
1989  competition  winners  an¬ 
nounced  Nov.  3  by  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Com¬ 
municators. 

Certificate  of  merit  winners  were: 

Ann  Greene  Whiting,  “Zion’s 
Herald,"  and  Lawrence  A.  Mof- 
fet  and  Christine  Uber,  “East 
Ohio  Today,”  general  excellence, 
newspapers. 

Mr.  Moffet  and  Ms.  Uber, 


newspaper  layout  and  design. 

Suzanne  Calvin,  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  conference,  and  Susan  Bu¬ 
chanan,  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  Houston,  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter,  general  ex¬ 
cellence,  newsletters. 

Bettie  Wilson  Story,  Central  Il¬ 
linois  Conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter,  best  news  story  (annual 
conference  or  episcopal  area). 

Ms.  Buchanan,  best  series  (lo¬ 
cal  church  or  district). 

Dana  E.  Jones,  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  conference;  Connie  Nelson- 


Daniel,  Northwest  Texas 
conference  (two  awards);  Mr. 
Moffet  and  Ms.  Uber,  East  Ohio 
conference,  Ms.  Calvin,  Iliff 
School  of  Theology,  general  ex¬ 
cellence,  brochures  and  promo¬ 
tional  materials. 

Ms.  Nelson-Daniel,  Mr.  Mof¬ 
fet  and  Ms.  Uber,  and  Ms.  Bu¬ 
chanan,  layout  and  design, 
brochures  and  promotional  ma¬ 
terials. 

Ms.  Nelson-Daniel  (two 
awards)  and  Connie  Metzger, 
Peninsula  conference  (two 


awards),  editorial  excellence, 
brochures  and  promotional  ma¬ 
terials. 

Mr.  Moffet  and  Ms.  Uber, 
theme,  suitability,  appeal,  thor¬ 
oughness  and  general  excellence, 
special  section  or  supplement. 

Ms.  Metzger,  internal  campaign. 

Mr.  Moffet  and  Ms.  Uber  and 
Ms.  Calvin,  publicity,  news  release. 

Mr.  Moffet  and  Ms.  Uber, 
publicity  for  print  media. 

Ms.  Buchanan,  combination 
publicity. 

— ]OHN  A.  LOVELACE 


UM  composers  win 
hymn  society  prize 


Two  United  Methodist  hymn 
writers  have  plenty  to  sing  about 
these  days. 

Russell  E.  Sonafrank  of  Syra¬ 
cuse,  Ind.,  and  Stephen  J.  Morris 
of  Houston  took  first  place  earlier 
this  year  in  the  Hymn  Society  of 
America's  annual  competition. 

The  honor  came  for  Mr.  Sona- 
frank’s  text’  “Bless  the  Lord,  O 
My  Soul,”  set  to  Mr.  Morris’  tune, 
“Spring  Woods."  The  society  is  to 
publish  their  winning  entry. 

The  award  is  the  latest  achieve¬ 
ment  of  a  longtiihe  relationship, 
which  began  at  the  Epworth  Forest 
Choir  School  in  North  Webster, 
lnd.,  in  1971. 

The  two  met  when  Mr.  Sona¬ 
frank  served  as  dorm  counselor  at 
the  school.  Among  attendees  was 
Mr.  Morris,  then  13  and  attending 


his  first  choir  school.  Over  the 
years,  the  two  jointly  composed  six 
hymns — sometimes  via  long-dis¬ 
tance  telephone. 

Mr.  Morris  said  the  pair’s  hymn 
writing  is  not  “a  random  sort  of 
thing.” 

“All  our  hymns  have  been  Psalm- 
related,  based  on  translations  by 
Gary  Chamberlain’s  ‘Psalms:  A  New 
Translation,’  published  by  The  Up¬ 
per  Room,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Morris  said  Mr.  Chamber¬ 
lain’s  translations  re-fashioned  the 
Psalms  from  original  sources  into 
modern  language — “the  way  peo¬ 
ple  talk.” 

Ordinarily  Mr.  Sonafrank  creates 
the  text  first,  which  Mr.  Morris  then 
sets  to  music.  But  their  award  win¬ 
ner  began  with  the  music.  . 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


New  Hymns 

In  1988  the  Hymn  Society  of  America  received  59  unsolicited  hymns.  All  of  these  hymns  have 
been  reviewed  by  a  committee  which  consists  ol  Robin  Knowles  Wallace  of  Flint,  Michigan;  Dorothy 
Fulton  of  Fcaslerville.  lYnnsylvama:  and  Rosalee  Elser  of  Independence.  Missouri.  Tile  Committee 
has  forwarded  seven  hymns  to  The  Hymn  for  publication  In  this  issue  the  first  and  second  place 
submissions  are  included  The  flse  remaining  for  Honorable  Mention  will  be  published  In  later 

First  place  was  awarded  to  Russell  E  Son  Jl  ranks  text  ‘Bless  the  lord,  O  My  Soul'  with  Stephen 
J.  Morns's  tune  SPRING  WOODS.  Second  place  was  given  to  ‘Our  Father  and  Cod.'  a  translation  by 
Gracia  Gnndal  of  a  ted  by  Helena  Shuulada  in  three  Scandinavian  languages  The  music  is  by 
H.  Roberts  Lorenz 


Bless  the  Lord,  O  My  Soul! 
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Bless  the  lord,  hosts  of  heav'o,  Ev  -  'ry  -  one  who  does  God’s  will! 

■>”1  f-  -4-d  -I 


God's  do  -  min  -  ion  nev  -  er  ends!  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul! 


cites  1 5  UM  schools  among  nation's  best 


Magazine 

Fifteen  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  schools  have  been  named 
among  the  nation’s  best  colleges 
and  universities  by  “U.S.  News 
&  World  Report”  magazine. 

The  newsweekly’s  Oct.  16  issue 
listed  these: 

Duke  University,  Durham, 
N.C.:  Ranked  fifth  among  na¬ 
tional  universities,  schools  the 
magazine  calls  the  nation’s  “best 
big  schools.” 

Illinois  Wesleyan  University, 
Bloomington,  Ill.:  First  among 
Midwest  regional  colleges  and 
universities. 


University  of  Puget  Sound,  Pu¬ 
get  Sound,  Wash.,  and  University 
of  the  Pacific,  Stockton,  Calif.: 
Seventh  and  tenth,  respectively, 
among  Western  regional  colleges 
and  universities. 

Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
Delaware,  Ohio:  First  among 
Midwest  regional  liberal-arts  col¬ 
leges.  Ranked  ninth  in  that  same 
group  was  Adrian  (Mich.)  College. 

Southwestern  University, 
Georgetown,  Texas:  First  among 
Western  regional  liberal-arts  col¬ 
leges.  Ranked  eighth  in  that  same 
group  was  Hawaii  Loa  College, 


Kaneohe,  Hawaii. 

Wofford  College,  Spartanburg, 
S.C.;  Wesleyan  College,  Macon, 
Ga.;  and  Kentucky  Wesleyan 
College,  Owensboro,  Ky.:  Third, 
sixth  and  tenth,  respectively, 
among  Southern  regional  liberal- 
arts  colleges. 

Emory  University,  Atlanta; 
Drew  University,  Madison,  N.J.; 
Huntingdon  College,  Montgom¬ 
ery,  Ala.;  and  Simpson  College, 
Indianaola,  Iowa:  Unranked  but 
listed  among  “up-and-coming” 
schools  that  the  magazine  says 
are  “worth  a  closer  look.” 


The  magazine  said  it  based  its 
rankings  on  quality  of  the  stu¬ 
dent  population  as  determined 
by  the  school’s  selectivity, 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
was  cited  recently  by  “U.S.  News 
&  World  Report”  as  the  nation’s 
sixth  oldest  magazine  or  newspa¬ 
per  in  continuous  publication. 

The  Reporter  dates  to  1 847. 

Heading  the  magazine’s  list 
was  the  “New  England  Journal  of 
Medicine,”  (1812). 


strength  of  faculty,  financial  re¬ 
sources,  ability  to  retain  and 
graduate  students,  and  reputa¬ 
tion  for  academic  excellence. 


It  was  followed  by  “American 
Bible  Society  Record”  (1818), 
"Pittsburgh  Catholic”  (1844), 
"Scientific  American”  (1845)  and 
"Town  and  Country”  (1846). 

The  newsweekly  magazine  not¬ 
ed  that,  as  a  type,  “religious  mag¬ 
azines  have  been  around 
longest." 


UMR  makes  'oldest'  list 


CLASSIFIED 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  fulLtime  for 
dynamic  2500-mcmbcr  church  on  Florida  Gulf 
Coast.  Experience  as  choir  director/organist  with  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  aptitude  for  expanding  the  church  mu¬ 
sic  program  will  be  required.  Attractive  salary  and 
benefits  package  available.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  Englewood  UMC,  700  E  Dearborn  St., 
Englewood,  FL  33423. 

NEW  ZEALAND/HAWAII.  Experienced  NZ  clergy 
tour  director  leading  third  tour  to  down-under.  NZ, 
Australia.  Hawaii.  February  4-27,  1 990.  Details/bro- 
chure:  3 1 0  West  1 1  th.  Pueblo,  CO  8 1 003.  (7 1 9)  544- 
1917. 

SIMPLIFY  CHRISTMAS  DECISIONS.  Give 
Methodists  “Through  Nineteenth-Century  Eyes”, 
250-page,  hard-cover  book  about  warm,  articulate 
Methodist  families.  Letters,  diaries,  newspaper  sto¬ 
nes  recreate  the  feel  of  that  great  century.  $22.50 
postpaid.  Order  from:  Charlotte  Coates,  23  Rice  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02140. 

GENERAL  SECRETARY,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interrcligtous  Concerns:  Primary  staff  leader  for 
advocacy  of  Christian  unity  and  interreligious  rela¬ 
tionships;  education  and  enabling  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  constituency  Ecumenical  experience  and  inti¬ 
mate  knowledge  of  United  Methodism  required. 
Affirmative  action  and  equal  opportunity  employer. 
Salary  dependent  upon  experience  and  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Application  deadline,  January  15,  1990. 
Write:  Search  Committee,  do  Bishop  William  Boyd 
Grove,  Chairperson,  900  Washington  Street  East, 
Charleston,  WV  25301. 

UPDATE  YOUR  UNDERSTANDING  of  the 
Gospel  and  Science —  “God,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Holy 
Spint  and  the  Computer”  by  Rev.  Robert  Stewart, 
$3.00. 2000  Choctaw  #67,  Mt.  Pleasant,  TX  75455. 

CENTER  DIRECTOR:  APPALACHIA  SERVICE 
Project,  a  home  repair  and  home  building  ministry 
affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Man¬ 
age  programs  of  home  repair  and  home  building  at 

PART-TIME  CHORAL  DIRECTOR-  Choirs:  1 
adult,  1  childrens.  S5.000  annually.  Resume  to: 
Wesley  UMC.  2705  Virginia  Parkway.  McKinney. 
TX  75070.  (214)542-2228. 

its  center  in  Jonesville  VA;  coordinate  and  supervise 
work  of  staff  and  volunteers;  assist  in  fundraising 
and  promotion;  work  with  community  agencies. 
Bachelor's  degree  preferred  with  experience  in  per- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH.  2400- 
member  UMC  Responsible  for  total  program  devej- 
opment/implementation  sixth  grade-college.  Posi¬ 
tion  available  December  17.  Lay  or  ordained 
persons  acceptable.  Resume:  Robert  Smalley.  3420 
Woodstone  Place,  Augusta,  GA  30909. 

experience  required;  willingness  to  travel  in  region; 
good  communication  skills.  Deadline-  December  8; 
position  begins  in  January  1990.  Salary  begins  at; 

5 1 3.500  plus  benefits.  Send  letter  and  resume  to:  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director,  Appalachia  Service  Project,  Inc. 
Boone  &  Watauga  Streets,  Johnson  City,  TN  37604. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  EVANGELICAL  con¬ 

gregation.  Send  resumes/inquiries  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  1318  South  Second  Street,  Abi¬ 
lene.  TX  79602. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  EDITOR,  Children's 
Publications.  Seeking  individual  with  graduate  level 
training  in  Christian  education,  theology,  and  Bible 
or  comparable  experience;  knowledge  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church;  experience  in  local  church  edu¬ 
cation.  particularly  pre-school  children;  and  knowl¬ 
edge  of  educational  theory,  publishing  and  journal¬ 
ism.  Ethnic  minority  applicants  are  encouraged  to 
apply.  Send  resume  to:  Employment  Office.  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  201  Eighth 
Avenue,  South,  P.O.  Box  801,  Nashville,  TN  37202. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employ¬ 
er.  M/F/H/V. 

WANTED.  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FULLTIME  for 

600-member  church.  Requirements  include  United 
Methodist  membership,  recreational,  teaching,  com¬ 
munication  skills,  ability  to  work  with  all  ages.  Sala¬ 
ry  commensurate  with  experience.  Resumes  to  in¬ 
clude  a  statement  of  faith/calling  Send  to:  Rev.  D. 
Ross  Denslow,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  200 
NW  2nd  St..  Okeechobee,  FL  34972.  Phone:  (813) 
763-4021. 

FOR  SALE— OUTDOOR  NATIVITIES  $750. 

Free  brochure.  Shearl  Products.  Rt.  #1,  Melvin.  IL 
60952.  Phone  (217)  388-2894. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  in  Mis¬ 
sion.  is  looking  for  a  Director  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion,  full-time,  with  primary  focus  of  the  Director's 
job  description  being  on  children  and  youth.  For 
further  information,  call  (512)  585-1665,  or  585- 
1347.  or  simply  send  resume  to:  The  Staff/Parish 
Relations  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  926,  Mission.  TX  78572.  j 

1 990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY,  Euro¬ 
pean  tours:  July  16-29,  August  14-25.  Confirmed 
tickets.  Host  experienced  12  years.  Write:  Rev. 
Ralph  Lawrence,  4192  Tattcnham.  Boise.  ID  83704. 

BOAR  S  HEAD  AND  YULE  LOG  FESTIVAL 
United  Methodist  Church,  144  N.  Main  St..  Green¬ 
ville,  KY  42345.  Festivals  6  and  8  p.m.,  free,  tickets 
required.  Dinner  6:30  p.m.,  by  reservation  $8.00. 
Call  (502)  338-4502.  December  4-8,  9  a.m.-  3  D.m., 
for  dinner  reservations  and  8  p.m.,  festival  or  6  or  8 
p.m.,  festival  tickets. 

CORNWALL,  ENGLAND.  UNUSUAL  2-be- 
droomed  Queen  Anne  Lodge.  Gothic  windows,  fre¬ 
quented  by  John  Wesley  who  preached  at  garden 
gate.  60,000  pounds.  Tel:  0209  215288.  Formerly 
called  Wesley’s  Cottage,  now  The  Little  House, 
Church  Lane,  Redruth,  Cornwall.  TR1 5  2SH. 

Rural  mission  helps 
migrant  farm  workers 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Imagine  entering  a  little  thrift 
shop  where  all  clothes  are  priced 
less  than  $1! 

Those  are  the  prices  at  the  Sun¬ 
shine  Store  in  United  Methodism’s 
Rural  Mission  Inc.  on  Johns  Island, 
S.C. 

Spending  $5  for  a  set  of  winter 
clothes  for  your  child  may  seem  af¬ 
fordable.  But  if  you’re  a  South  Caro¬ 
lina  migrant  worker  making  barely 
$6,000  a  year,  sometimes  just  $5 
can  be  tod  expensive. 

Helping  people  keep  their  dignity 
through  a  low-cost  clothing  store  is 
one  of  the  successful  ministries  of 
the  Rural  Mission.  It’s  a  national 
Advance  Special  project  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Johns  Island  is  one  of  five  islands 
some  20  miles  from  Charleston. 
Historically  the  island  has  been  in¬ 
habited  by  black  farmers.  Most  re¬ 
cently,  other  ethnic  groups  have 
migrated  into  the  area. 

Visitors  can  see  the  stark  contrast 
between  beach-front  homes  around 
Charleston  and  the  little  wooden 
homes  of  the  farmers  dotted  around 
the  marshland. 

Linda  Gadson,  executive  director 
of  Rural  Mission,  says  the  ultimate 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


4DI4MCE  /Vo  gift  too  small 


RURAL  MISSION  INC. 

ADVANCE  NO.  741447-3 

goal  of  the  20-year  program  is  to 
motivate  people  to  become  self-sup¬ 
porting. 

Program  components  of  Rural 
Mission  are: 

/  A  Head  Start  program  provid¬ 
ing  comprehensive  day  care  for 
children  of  migrant  workers. 

•/  Work-camp  program  for 
youths  for  selected  families  from 
Johns,  Wadmalaw  and  Yonges  Is¬ 
lands. 

/  Emergency  social  services  from 
various  government  and  non-profit 
agencies  in  the  county. 

V  Sunshine  Store  and  Sewing 
Center  for  needy  families. 

Ms.  Gadson  told  the  Reporter 
that  one  immediate  need  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  is  a  bus  to  transport  the  43  day 
care  children  or  a  truck  to  haul 
clothing  and  supplies  to  the  Sun¬ 
shine  store.  Food,  clothing  and 
medical  supplies,  too,  are  needed 
for  distribution  to  people  still  re¬ 
covering  from  the  devastation  of 
Hurricane  Hugo  in  September. 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BY  ABRAHAM  CAREY 


|OHNS  ISLAND,  S.C.— Children  attending  the  day-care  program  at 
the  United  Methodist  Rural  Mission  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina 
enjoy  an  afternoon  snack.  The  mission  program  brings  stability  to 
the  lives  of  children  of  migrant  workers. 
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calls  the  entire  denomination  to  rec¬ 
onciliation  and  to  witness  our  one¬ 
ness  in  Christ. 

The  day’s  activity  will  include  a 
time  for  worship,  inspiration,  key¬ 
note  address,  data  gathering,  shar¬ 
ing  in  small  groups,  and  general 
discussion  and  reflection.  The  key¬ 
note  address  will  be  delivered  by 
Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons  of  the 
Ohio  West  Conference. 

Bishop  Ammons  was  bom  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  Illinois.  He  completed  his  un¬ 
dergraduate  studies  at  Roosevelt 
University  in  Chicago  in  1948,  re¬ 
ceived  his  Bachelor  of  Divinity  De¬ 
gree  in  1951  from  Garrett 
Evangelical  Seminary  and  in  1975 
was  awarded  the  Doctor  of  Ministry 
by  Chicago  Theological  Seminary. 

He  was  ordained  in  1949  and 
served  churches  in  New  York  and 
Chicago.  He  was  elected  a  bishop  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  by 


the  North  Central  Jurisdiction  in 
1976  and  assigned  to  the  Michigan 
Area.  Bishop  Ammons  moved  in 
1 984  to  the  Ohio  West  Area.  He  pro¬ 
vides  administrative  and  pastoral 
leadership  to  1,611  clergy  and  1,385 
churches,  with  a  total  Conference 
membership  of  341,159.  His  cabi¬ 
net/staff  includes  14  District  Super¬ 
intendents  and  5  staff  members. 

This  event  is  open  to  all  laity  and 
clergy  of  the  Conference.  There  is  a 
$5.00  registration  fee,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  meal,  and  which  will  help 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence. 

If  you  have  not  already  regis¬ 
tered,  you  are  invited  to  use  the 
form  below.  Louisiana  Methodists 
are  urged  to  let  this  be  a  time  of 
joining  together  in  Christ  to  affirm 
that  in  Him  all  divisions  disappear 
and  all  barriers  fall. 

- 1 


REGISTRATION 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


City- 

LOCAL  CONGREGATION  . 
DISTRICT  _ 


State 


Please  mail  with  your  $5.00  registration  fee  as  soon  as  possible  to: 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802-5720. 
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Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


NOVEMBER  24,1989 


December  2 


I  urge  you  to  be  in  worship  Sunday  and  celebrate  the  glory  and  splen¬ 
dor  of  Christ  the  King! 

UOvCJLmSl  o 


Our  efforts  come  to  naught  unless  we  see  Christ  as  the  center  of  life, 
the  object  of  our  worship,  the  saving  force  of  creation  and  the  head  of 
the  church. 


December  Conference  Calendar 


Tom  Shipp  was  the  founding  pastor  of  Lovers  Lane  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Dallas.  The  church  built  a  new  20  million  dollar  structure 
on  the  busy  Northwest  Highway,  and  Tom  put  his  study  right  beside 
the  expressway. 

A  minister  friend  visited  Tom,  and  as  they  looked  out  of  his  study 
window  watching  the  cars  zoom  by,  the  friend  asked:  “Tom,  why  in  the 
world,  with  all  these  sixteen  acres  of  land  to  build  your  church  on,  did 
you  put  your  study  here  by  that  infernal  traffic?” 

Tom  was  quiet  for  a  moment.  He  stood  with  his  hands  behind  his 
back,  thoughtfully  watching  the  constant  flow  of  cars  and  trucks. 
“Sometimes,”  he  said,  “I  just  like  to  stand  here  and  watch  something 
moving  that  I  didn’t  have  to  push.” 

This  Sunday  is  Christ  the  King  Sunday  in  the  liturgical  year.  It  is 
the  last  Sunday  of  Pentecost  and  provides  a  transition  into  Advent. 

On  this  Sunday  we  are  reminded  that  the  ministry  belongs  to  Christ. 
Our  own  ministry  is  but  a  reflection  of  His.  Of  course,  we  have  the  free 
will  to  decide  about  life  and  we  are  called  to  respond  by  giving  ourselves 
in  service.  We  are  all,  as  Luther  said,  called  to  be  “little  Christs.” 


Call  for  Reconciliation  and  Unity 


Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons 


2  Bishop's  Call  for  Reconciliation  and  Unity,  First  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  9:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

2-  3  Methodist  Children's  Home  Conference-wide  Workshop  for 
Clergy  and  Spouses,  Tall  Timbers 
1 2  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 
12  Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting,  Noon 
29  Baton  Rouge  District  Committee  on  Ordained  Ministry, 
Headquarters  Building,  9:00  a.m. 


Around  the  Conference 


Church  Celebrates  1 00  Years  of  Service 


Christ  is  King. 
The  Ministry  is  His! 


At  the  close  of  the  i  9th  Session  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
Bishop  Oden  told  the  delegates, 
“Louisiana  United  Methodism  has 
an  unfinished  agenda  —  that  of 
moving  toward  the  call  of  Becoming 
One  People.”  He  noted  that  racism 
is  the  primary  obstacle  toward  real¬ 
izing  the  goal  of  an  inclusive  church 
and  that  it  must  be  addressed  at  all 
levels  of  the  church.  In  order  to  do 
this,  December  2nd  has  been  set 
aside  as  the  Bishop's  Call  for  Rec¬ 
onciliation  and  Unity  throughout 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  This 
event  will  take  place  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 


from  9:00  a.m.  until  3:00  p.m. 

The  purpose  of  such  a  call  is  to 
bring  together  people  from  through¬ 
out  the  Annual  Conference  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  concern  of  racism  and  to 
move  Louisiana  Methodists  toward 
a  more  racially  inclusive  Confer¬ 
ence.  The  1988  General  Conference 
issued  a  call  to  all  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  churches,  seminaries,  general 
agencies,  etc.  to  make  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  racism  a  top  priority  in  all  of 
their  agendas.  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  committed  to  a  racial¬ 
ly  inclusive  organization  which 
affirms  racial  and  ethnic  diversity, 
seeks  social  and  racial  justice  and 


First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Hammond  has  been  celebrating 
its  centennial  year  during  1989.  On 
November  12  during  the  11  a.m. 
worship  service,  the  congregation, 
led  by  Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys, 
pastor,  culminated  the  100th  anni¬ 
versary  celebration. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  was 
present  to  deliver  the  sermon  and 
join  in  the  day’s  activities.  District 
Superintendent  Warren  Blakeman, 
Rev.  Gene  Finnell,  and  Rev.  Glen 
Messer  also  assisted  with  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

One  of  the  highpoints  of  this  spe¬ 
cial  occasion  was  the  dedication  of 
the  new  church  facility  which  is 
only  four  years  old.  This  was  sym¬ 
bolized  by  the  “burning  of  the 
mortgage”  by  church  officials.  A 
covered  dish  dinner  was  later  held 
in  the  Fellowship  Hall  at  noon. 

F.U.M.C.  traces  its  history  back 
to  November  6,  1889.  At  this  time, 


the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South  was  organized  in  Hammond. 
During  the  first  ten  years  this 
church  first  met  in  the  old  City 
Hall,  located  at  the  corner  of  North¬ 
east  Railroad  Avenue  and  East 
Robert  Street.  Later,  it  met  in  a 
small  building  on  the  corner  of 
West  Thomas  and  North  Oak 
Street.  In  1899  a  new  church  build¬ 
ing  was  completed  on  North  Cy¬ 
press  and  East  Robert  Street.  The 
church  remained  and  grew  here  until 
1937.  In  that  year,  the  church  moved 
to  a  newly  constructed  brick  building 
on  North  Holly  and  Charles  Street. 

As  the  1980's  approached,  the 
congregation  found  itself  outgrow¬ 
ing  this  facility.  In  1985  the  group 
moved  to  the  present  location  in  the 
Villa  West  Subdivision.  It  required 
the  dedicated  efforts  of  many  to 
make  this  new  church  possible. 
Rev.  Angus  Carruth  was  pastor  dur¬ 
ing  these  planning  and  building 


years  (1981-85).  Rev.  Carruth  is 
currently  the  Director  of  the  Re¬ 
tired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc. 

The  first  parsonage  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Ladies  Aid  Society 
during  the  years  Rev.  R.  S.  Walton 
was  pastor,  1908-1 1.  Monthly  notes 
consisting  of  $  1  1.00  per  month 
were  made  until  the  loan  was  liqui¬ 


dated.  The  next  parsonage  was  built 
in  1950,  and  the  present  one  was 
built  in  1971. 

For  the  past  one  hundred  years, 
F.U.M.C.  has  served  its  congrega¬ 
tion  well.  The  future  holds  promises 
for  continuing  worship,  learning, 
and  service  to  the  Lord. 


TEACHER  TALENT  —  The  Sunday  School  teachers  of  Bayou  Scie 
UMC  recently  held  a  "Talent  Show"  in  which  all  of  the  Sunday 
School  teachers  participated.  Proceeds  from  the  show  will  go  to  the 
Sunday  School  fund.  This  was  a  fun  way  to  make  money  for  a  spe¬ 
cial  project.  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman  is  pastor. 


SPECIAL  HOMECOMING  —  McGuire  UMC  in  West  Monroe  re¬ 
cently  celebrated  its  40th  anniversary  with  a  homecoming  service 
that  featured  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  as  preacher.  After  the  ser¬ 
vice,  200  people  gathered  for  a  fellowship  meal  and  an  entertaining 
reading  of  the  church's  history  by  Mrs.  Dave  Norris.  Pictured  above 
are  the  clergy  who  participated  in  the  service:  Rev.  foe  Robinson, 
retired  minister  who  attends  McGuire;  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland,  Monroe 
District  Superintendent;  Bishop  Oden;  Rev.  |.  P.  McKeithen,  former 
pastor;  Rev.  Mike  McLaurin,  current  pastor;  and  Rev.  Don  Win- 
einger,  former  pastor. 


The  UMW  of  DeQuincy  UMC  re¬ 
cently  held  its  Annual  Bazaar  and 
Bake  Sale  in  the  Fellowship  Hall.  In 
addition  to  baked  goods,  needle  and 
handicrafts,  Christmas  items  and 
an  assortment  of  other  “goodies,” 
chicken  gumbo  was  available.  It  gave 
everyone  an  opportunity  to  do  a  little 
Christmas  shopping.  Rev.  Tom  O. 
Crosby  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  happy  time  of  caring,  sharing, 
and  learning  was  the  experience  of 
those  persons  attending  a  supper 
held  recently  at  First  UMC,  Lake 
Providence.  Scottie  Shirey  was  the 
keynote  speaker  whose  topic  was 
Prayers  and  Thoughts.  Following 
this  talk,  Rev.  Louis  Coppage,  pas¬ 
tor,  spoke  on  Answers  to  Prayer  as 
illustrated  in  scripture.  Members 
took  turns  reflecting  on  answered 
prayers  in  their  own  lives. 

*  *  * 

Magnolia  UMC  in  Greenwell 
Springs  held  its  annual  fish  fry  on 
October  8.  The  food  was  delicious, 
and  a  special  thank  you  goes  to  Moe 
Bourke,  Bob  Baker,  Chippie  Chap¬ 
man,  David  Guarino,  and  Clyde 
Lemoine  who  served  as  cooks, 
along  with  the  kitchen  crew  consist¬ 
ing  of  Ouida  Bourke,  Woody  Wood, 
Judy  Walker,  and  Beverly  Tully. 
Appreciation  is  also  extended  to  ev¬ 
eryone  who  brought  salads  and  des¬ 
serts,  and  to  those  who  stayed  to 


clean  up.  On  October  20  the  cooks 
were  Margie  and  Herman  Rogillio. 
Jambalaya  was  the  main  attraction. 
Friday  night  dinners  have  proved 
successful.  The  money  raised  will  go 
to  refurbish  Sunday  School  rooms. 
Rev.  Wayne  Howington  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Centenary  UMC  in  Franklinton 

will  hold  the  lighting  of  its  Memori¬ 
al  Christmas  Tree  on  December  3. 
This  time  is  used  to  remember 
someone  special.  Money  raised  dur¬ 
ing  this  event  will  be  used  to  ac¬ 
quire  clothing  for  the  needy  in  the 
Franklinton  community.  The  youth 
will  assist  with  this  worthwhile 
project.  Rev.  Willis  W.  Dear  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Members  of  Lakeview  UMC, 
along  with  the  Minden  community, 
were  invited  recently  to  a  recital  of 
organ  music  that  was  played  by 
Rev.  James  R.  McLelland,  pastor. 
The  old  Kilgen  pipe  organ  has  been 
recently  rebuilt  and  enlarged  by 
Dan  Garland  of  Fort  Worth  to  fit 
into  the  new  sanctuary.  Rev. 
McLelland  is  a  graduate  of  Texas 
Christian  University  in  Fort  Worth 
in  Church  Music  with  an  organ  con- 
sentration  and  has  studied  organ 
with  Dr.  Michael  Schneider  at  the 
Music  Academy,  Cologne,  Germa¬ 
ny  under  a  Fulbright  Scholarship.  A 
reception  followed  the  program. 


A  Children’s  Ensemble  has  begun 
at  St.  Timothy-on-the-Northshore 
UMC  in  Mandeville.  Practices  are 
currently  taking  place,  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  will  participate  in  the  Hanging 
of  the  Greens  service  on  Sunday, 
December  3  and  also  at  the  1 1  a.m. 
worship  service  on  December  17. 
Rev.  J.  Lawrence  Maddin  is  pastor. 
*  *  * 

Bill  Scott  and  Gene  Termini  were 
the  winners  in  the  Blackwater  UMC 
Golf  Tournament  which  took  place 
recently.  Edie  Myer  had  the  longest 
drive  on  a  designated  fairway.  All 
who  participated  in  the  event  en¬ 
joyed  a  great  time  and  look  forward 
to  next  year.  A  special  thank  you 
goes  to  Chuck  Freneaux  for  being  in 
charge  of  the  outing.  Rev.  Larry 
Stafford  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  president 
of  the  Southern  Christian  Leader¬ 
ship  Conference,  and  Thomas 
Carey,  an  acclaimed  baritone,  were 
featured  during  the  Wally  White 
Memorial  Lectures  which  were  held 
recently  at  First  UMC,  in  Alexan¬ 
dria.  During  the  opening  'ervice, 
Lowery,  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister,  spoke  on  making  the  Ameri¬ 
can  melting  pot  work.  The  service, 
which  began  at  7  p.m.  in  the  church 
sanctuary,  also  featured  music  by 
Carey  and  FUMC’S  Sanctuary  Choir. 


Carey,  a  University  of  Oklahoma 
professor  of  music,  presented  a  re¬ 
cital  at  the  church.  An  additional 
concert  was  given  the  following  day 
in  Louisiana  College’s  Guinn  Audi¬ 
torium.  “Perspectives  for  Living”  is 
an  annual  series  given  in  memory  of 
Wally  White,  the  sixth  child  of  Paul 
and  Joanne  White,  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  First  UMC,  Alexandria. 
Each  year's  lectures  offer  dimen¬ 
sions  of  understanding  in  one  of  six 
areas:  theology,  philosophy,  science, 
art,  law  and  literature.  While  the 
topic  varies  from  year  to  year,  the 
common  theme  of  the  lecture  series 
is  that  of  man's  dependence  upon 
God  and  his  fellow  men  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  his  service  to  them  —  that  of 
the  selfless  human  spirit  at  work. 
Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Sunday,  November  26  Rev.  Ken 
Fisher,  pastor,  along  with  officers, 
and  members  of  St.  Mark  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  witness  the  laying 
of  the  cornerstone  at  their  new 
church  facility  located  on  Glen  Oaks 
Drive.  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Neeley  UMC  will  deliver  the 
sermon  for  the  historic  occasion. 
The  ceremony  will  be  performed  by 
the  M.  W.  Prince  Hall  Grand  Lodge 
F.  &  A.M.  of  Louisiana,  the  Honor¬ 
able  Earle  L.  Bradford,  M.W.  Grand 
Master,  officiating. 
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Thank  God  for  breaking  down  walls 


“Something  there  is  that  doesn't 
love  a  wall,  that  wants  it  down.  ” 

Remarkable  recent  events  in 
Eastern  Europe  recall  these  percep¬ 
tive  lines  by  American  poet  Robert 
Frost. 

One  of  the  world’s  most  infamous 
walls — the  one  that  unnaturally  di¬ 
vided  Berlin  between  East  and  West 
for  28  years — is  being  tom  down 
both  figuratively  and  literally. 

“Something  there  is  that  doesn’t 
love  a  wall. . . . 

The  poet's  insight  reinforces  a  ba¬ 
sic  tenet  of  our  faith:  Walls  of  any 
kind  that  divide  and  enslave  the  hu¬ 
man  family  are  abhorrent,  not 
merely  to  a  vague  “something”  but 
to  the  living  God  of  Abraham, 
Isaac,  Sarah  and  particularly  Jesus. 

Ours  is  a  God  who  “has  broken 
down  the  dividing  wall  of  hostility” 
(Ephesians  2:14)  and  who  seeks  to 
unify  rather  than  divide  the  human 
family. 

When  we  as  God’s  children  align 
ourselves  with  divine  justice  and  in¬ 
sist  that  barriers  to  unity  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  be  dismantled,  it’s  merely 
a  matter  of  time  before  walls  “come 
tumbling  down.” 

We  can  be  thankful,  however, 
that  God  can  and  does  work  even 
when  we  are  not  fully  “in  align¬ 
ment.” 

The  dramatic  “fall”  of  the  Berlin 
Wall  can’t  properly  be  attributed  to 
a  single  cause.  Its  demise  is  rooted 


God  "has  broken  down  the  dividing  walls  of  hostility"  in  Berlin. 

in  complex  societal  forces.  High  on 
that  list,  however,  are  the  natural 
human  yearning  for  freedom  and 
the  chronic  failure  of  communist 
ideology  and  policy. 

We  should  thank  God  for  the  re¬ 


moval  of  barriers  that  once  seemed 
immovable.  We  particularly  should 
give  thanks  for  the  wall-tumbling 
events  in  Berlin  and  Eastern  Europe 
and  bid  God’s  blessing  on  the 
dreams  of  freedom  they’ve  aroused. 


Anytime  such  walls  come  down 
anywhere  on  Earth,  they  show  once 
again  the  truth  of  yet  another  poem, 
this  one  better  known  as  a  hymn: 

"And  though  the  wrong  seems  oft  so 
strong,  God  is  the  ruler  yet." 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


We  shouldn't  have  evangelism  hall  of  fame 


Why  should  we  have  an  evange¬ 
lism  hall  of  fame  (see  UMR,  Nov. 
3)?  Does  the  church  want  to  pattern 
itself  after  the  secular  world? 

Do  we,  like  the  Pharisees,  want 
prestige,  recognition  and  honor?  Re¬ 
member  how  the  Pharisees  broad¬ 
ened  the  borders  of  their  garments 
and  wanted  the  chief  seats  at  feasts? 

Are  we  heroes  for  Christ  or  servants 
for  Christ?  We  should  be  the  latter. 

The  names  of  the  people  on  the 
honor  roll  certainly  were  and  are  great 
servants  of  Jesus  Christ.  But  would 
Christ  want  to  be  in  a  hall  of  fame? 

I  tell  you  no! 

Jesus  saw  himself  not  as  one  to  be 
served  but  who  serves.  He  never 
wanted  praise  of  any  kind.  But  He 


did  require  loyalty  and  service  of 
His  followers! 

William  D.  Cummings 
Madison,  Tennessee 

You  confused  a  name 

This  letter  is  about  the  Nov.  3  ar¬ 
ticle  listing  40  distinguished  Meth¬ 
odist  evangelists. 

Among  the  honored  is  listecf  “Abd¬ 
ul  Akbar  Haqq.”  You  have  confused 
the  name  of  Dr.  Akbar  Abdul-Haqq, 
associate  evangelist,  Billy  Graham 
Evangelistic  Association. 

I  think  you  owe  it  to  Dr.  Haqq  to 
print  a  correction. 

Joseph  H.  Grostephan 
Unicoi,  Tennessee 


Bishops  take  note 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
needs  to  enhance  its  public  image,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  report  in  the  Nov.  3  is¬ 
sue.  Therefore,  I  suggest  that  our 
Council  of  Bishops  give  serious 
thought  to  the  fantastic  idea  of  a  vet¬ 
eran  delegate  to  General  Conferences. 

James  I.  Martin  is  cited  jn  -the 
Oct.  25  issue  of  the  “Christian  Cen¬ 
tury”  as  proposing  that  the  bishops, 
instead  of  sitting  quietly — bishops 
may  not  vote  nor  speak  unless 
asked — at  the  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference,  go  out  into  the  community 
to  witness  for  Christ. 

Mr.  Martin  suggests  that  bishops 
visit  with  local  laypeople  from 


Faithfully  yours: 


I  watched  East  German  bishop 
see  hope  for  wall  become  reality 


“What?  No  TV  in  the  rooms?” 

When  I  was  assigned  to  cover  the 
United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  meeting  at 
Lake  Junaluska, 

N.C.,  my  col¬ 
leagues  on  the  edi¬ 
torial  staff 
promptly  remind¬ 
ed  me  of  one  dis-  .  ,  „ 

advantage  to  the  Den.se  Stovall 

housing  arrangements. 

The  only  television  sets  available 
for  guests  are  in  the  hotel  lobbies. 

What  was  perceived  to  be  a  “dis¬ 
advantage,”  however,  became  a 
blessing  that  I  will  never  forget. 

As  I  shared  a  single  TV  with 
about  20  people  Nov.  7,  election  re¬ 
turns  were  interrupted  by  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  the  East  German 
government  had  collapsed. 

According  to  the  news  report, 
travel  restrictions  in  that  country 
also  had  been  relaxed.  Thousands 
of  East  Germans  were  fleeing  their 
homeland  in  search  of  a  new  life. 

The  next  day,  1  saw  Bishop  Rue- 
diger  R.  Minor,  leader  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  central  conference  in 


East  Geirnany.  I  asked  him  if  he 
would  comment  on  the  situation  in 
his  homeland  during  a  dinner  inter¬ 
view  (see  UMR,  Nov.  17.) 

When  the  interview  ended,  the 
dining  hall  had  closed.  With  30 
minutes  before  the  next  Council  of 
Bishops  session,  most  of  the  bish¬ 
ops,  spouses  and  guests  went  from 
the  dining  area  to  the  lobby  televi¬ 
sion  to  watch  the  news. 

There  we  viewed  on-the-spot  cov¬ 
erage  of  East  Germans  gathered  at 
the  Berlin  Wall.  Suddenly,  it  began 
to  hit  me.  We  were  witnessing  an 
historic  moment! 

The  next  day,  during  the  Thurs¬ 
day  afternoon  session,  Bishop  Mi¬ 
nor  learned  that  all  travel 
restrictions  had  been  lifted  and  that 
people  were  able  to  travel  freely  be¬ 
tween  East  and  West  Germany. 

In  an  address  to  the  bishops  he 
said,  “The  German  Democratic  Re¬ 
public  has  opened  all  the  borders, 
including  Checkpoint  Charlie!  I 
know  what  Jesus  felt  when  he  said 
to  his  Disciples  in  John  6,  ‘Will  you 
go  also?’ 

“1  hope  my  people  understand  the 
move  of  the  government  and  stay 


and  make  changes  in  the  country.” 

That  night,  I  anxiously  awaited  the 
national  news.  As  people  lined  up  in 
front  of  the  television  just  outside  the 
dining  hall,  the  lobby  became 
cramped  with  at  least  40  people.  But 
when  Bishop  Minor  entered  the 
room,  the  crowd  parted  for  him. 

At  that  moment,  the  television  pro¬ 
gram  showed  men  and  women  ham¬ 
mering  at  the  Berlin  Wall.  Sitting 
right  on  top  of  the  wall  that  has  divid¬ 
ed  East  and  West  Berlin  for  28  years, 
these  people  were  actually  trying  to 
break  it  down,  chunk  by  chunk. 

As  the  East  Germans  on  televi¬ 
sion  hugged,  cried  and  shouted 
cheers  of  joy,  I  watched  our  East 
German  bishop  peer  over  his  glass¬ 
es  in  awe  and  nod  with  approval. 

Then,  I  thought  about  a  question 
I’d  asked  Bishop  Minor  just  24  hours 
earlier:  “Do  you  think  the  wall  will 
come  down  in  your  lifetime?” 

He  replied,  “I  hope  the  new  re¬ 
forms  will  make  it  obsolete.” 

I  pray  that  his  hope  is  becoming 
reality. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Ms.  Stovall  is  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 
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house  to  house,  work  in  the  soup 
kitchens,  distribute  blankets  to  the 
homeless,  visit  hospitals  and  homes 
for  the  elderly,  preach  on  street  cor¬ 
ners  and  at  factory  gates. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  could  get  a  dem¬ 
onstration  of  the  Wesleyan  spirit  in 
April  1992  instead  of  more  reports 
and  resolutions  on  the  sorry  state  of 
the  church. 

Can  you  imagine  any  more  effec¬ 
tive  way  of  brightening  the  image  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  than 
by  having  its  chief  pastors  fulfill  a 
clearly  servant  role? 

Robert  A.  Mulligan 
Mahomet,  Illinois 

Comparison  angers  me 

I’m  writing  in  regard  to  a  recent 
statement  by  the  Rev.  Will  Camp¬ 
bell,  the  iconoclastic  Tennessee 
Baptist  preacher  and  author  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  3): 

“[Jim]  Bakker  was  convicted  on 
24  counts  of  fraud  for  what  South¬ 
ern  preachers  have  done  all  their 
lives.  It’s  just  a  matter  of  degrees.” 

This  statement  may  be  true  of 
Mr.  Campbell’s  “Southern”  col¬ 
leagues,  but  I’m  very  angry  that  he 
compared  all  Southern  preachers 
with  them. 

My  husband  is  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister.  He  serves  a  two-point 
charge  in  southern  Louisiana.  That 
makes  him  a  “Southern”  preacher. 

But  let  me  tell  you  about  him:  He 
has  dedicated  his  life  to  God,  God’s 
church  and  God’s  people. 

He  gives  of  his  finances,  his  la¬ 
bor,  his  time,  his  love  and  his  very 
life  to  the  call  of  God  upon  his  life. 
Never  has  he  put  a  price  tag  on  his 
ministry  nor  has  he  been  fraudulent 
to  any  degree. 

There  are  many,  many  dedicated 
and  faithful  preachers  in  our  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference.  I’m  sure  that 
must  be  true  throughout  the  South. 

Mary  Margaret  Bailes 
Roanoke,  Louisiana 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“He  said  to  them,  ‘Where  is  your 
faith?’  And  they  were  afraid,  and 
they  marveled,  saying  to  one  anoth¬ 
er,  ‘Who  then  is  this,  that  he  com¬ 
mands  even  wind  and  water,  and 
they  obey  him?’  ”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Luke  21:3-4) 
Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  26 

Monday:  Psalms  95: 1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  95:6-1 1 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  5:1-5 
Thursday:  2  Samuel  5:6-10 
Friday:  John  12:1-8 
Saturday:  John  12:9-19 
Sunday:  Colossians  1:11-20 


FaRHl | np 

I'm  grateful  for  way 
we  show  God's  love 


Callers  from  across  the  nation  re¬ 
sponded  to  our  Nov.  10  FaithLine 
question:  “What  about  The  United, 
Methodist  Church  will  you  thank 
God  for  this  Thanksgiving?”  Here’s 
a  sampling  of  those  responses: 

Reeva  Spies,  Duarte,  Calif.:  I  am 
grateful  to  members  of  my  congre¬ 
gation  because  of  their  presence 
week  after  week  and  the  way  they 
share  joys  and  sorrows.  I  am  grate¬ 
ful  for  their  patience  and  concern.  I 
love  the  feeling  of  love  that  1  re¬ 
ceive  from  them.  I’m  thankful  for 
my  congregation. 

Roger  Tanquist,  Fairmont,  Minn.: 

I  would  like  to  give  thanks  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church  for  the 
opportunity  for  a  divergent  opin¬ 
ion.  I  give  thanks  for  the  way  The 
United  Methodist  Church  recog¬ 
nizes  me  as  an  individual  and  the 
opportunities  it  provides  me  to 
serve  others.  And  I  give  thanks  for 
the  uplift  I  receive  each  Sunday  in 
worship.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  a  very  big  part  of 
my  life,  and  I’m  very  thankful  for  it. 

Lori  Greathouse,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas:  I’m  not  a  member  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  but  I’m 
very  thankful  for  the  responsiveness 
of  the  members  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  have  visited 
the  Christ  United  Methodist  Church 
and  were  welcomed  very  warmly. 
We  have  since  been  contacted  over 
the  phone  and  by  mail  by  some  of  its 
members,  inviting  us  to  join  them 
again.  I  just  really  appreciate  their 
concern  for  new  visitors. 


The  Thanksgiving  holiday  gives 
us  a  special  time  to  express  grat¬ 
itude  to  God  for  our  blessings. 


up  in  and  all  that  we  have  received 
from  that,  particularly  our  youngest 
daughter.  She  is  in  special  educa¬ 
tion  and  is  classified  as  a  slow  learn¬ 
er.  She  just  turned  14,  and  the 
acceptance  in  community  and  fel¬ 
lowship  that  she  finds  at  church  is 
something  we  can  find  nowhere 
else.  She  carries  Jesus  with  her  all 
the  time  because  of  what  she’s  got¬ 
ten  at  our  church  family. 

Bobby  Lou  Oder,  Houston:  I  am 
thankful  for  Westbury  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  made  me  feel 
that  I  was  welcomed  as  a  Christian.' 
Even  before  I  joined  the  church,  I 
was  invited  by  the  Rev.  [W. 
Hooper]  Haygood  to  take  commu¬ 
nion.  I  began  working  on  a  church 
project  for  needy  children  before  I 
joined.  This  church  to  me  is  truly 
Christ’s  love  in  action. 


Jane  Bailey,  Michigan  City,  Ind.: 

“I  was  sick  and  you  visited  me.  I 
was  hungry  and  you  fed  me.  I  was 
naked  and  you  clothed  me.”  I’m 
thankful  for  our  free  health  clinic. 
I’m  thankful  for  our  soup  kitchen. 
I’m  thankful  for  our  clothes  line  for 
children.  I’m  especially  thankful  to 
God  foF  giving  these  visions  to 
members  of  our  congregation  and 
for  their  initiative  to  bring  these  vi¬ 
sions  to  reality.  Praise  God! 

Catherine  Jacocks,  Zachary,  La.: 
We  are  most  grateful  for  the  fellow¬ 
ship  and  the  church  family  commu¬ 
nity  that  our  children  have  grown 


Lucille  Harris,  Acushnet,  Mass.:  I 
am  thankful  there  are  many  mis¬ 
sions  opportunities  made  available 
through  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  such  as  short-term  volun¬ 
teers  in  mission.  I  am  thankful  that 
along  with  another  member,  1  was 
able  to  take  advantage  of  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  travel  to  Dominica  to 
reach  out  and  touch  and  to  find  that 
it  provided  tremendous  faith-build¬ 
ing.  I  am  grateful  that  my  small 
church  wanted  to  help  me.  I  am 
thankful  that  we  are  still  touching 
the  lives  of  Dominicans  by  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  young  man  and  collecting  chil¬ 
dren’s  books  for  their  library. 


What  others  are  saying 


“It  is  important  that  when  caring 
is  difficult,  we  do  not  allow  our¬ 
selves  to  be  defeated  by  the  difficul¬ 
ty.  We  need  to  continue  to  develop 
our  caring  ability  and  leadership.” 
— Dr.  William  J.  Johnson  Jr.,  pas¬ 
toral  counselor,  Virginia  Institute  of 
Pastoral  Care 


of  time  and  space,  but  it  does  not 
mean  neglecting  common  responsi¬ 
bilities  or  ignoring  the  duties  of  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  name  of  Christ.” 

— The  Rev.  Herschel  H.  Sheets,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  North  Georgia 
Annual  Conference 
*  *  * 


*  *  * 

“Our  religious  tradition  reminds 
us  that  in  times  of  difficulty,  it  is 
prudent  to  first  seek  the  counsel  of 
our  God.” 

— The  Rev.  Matthew  Reese,  chap¬ 
lain,  Old  Dominion  University 
*  *  * 

“To  be  ready  for  Christ’s  coming 
may  mean  sitting  loosely  to  things 


“Our  Lord  does  not  ask  us  to  do 
the  impossible.  That  is  something 
He  reserves  for  Himself.  God  has 
endowed  all  of  us  with  certain  gifts 
and  surrounded  us  with  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  use  them.  When  we  do  so, 
God  blesses  our  efforts  in  ways  that 
go  beyond  what  we  can  imagine.” 

— Galen  Meyer,  editor,  “The  Ban¬ 
ner”  (Christian  Reformed  Church) 


During  Advent 


Make  a  personal  commitment 
to  mission! 

Buy  the  1990  Prayer  Calendar 
and  begin  the  New  Year  as  a  part 
of  a  fellowship  of  thousands  of 
United  Methodists  who  support 
missions  daily  through  prayer. 
Using  the  Prayer  Calendar,  pray 
for  national  and  international 
mission  projects  and  for  our 
missionaries  on  their  birthdays. 


Order  copies  of  the  Prayer  Calendar  (#1499,  @  $5.00,  plus  postage  and  handling 
charges)  from:  SERVICE  CENTER,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  7820 
Reading  Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 
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SWAPO  WINS  MAJORITY:  six 


candidates  elected  to  the  72-member  constitu¬ 
ent  assembly  of  Namibia  are  ordained  minis¬ 
ters,  reflecting  the  church’s  involvement  in  the 
23-year  struggle  of  liberation  against  South  Afri¬ 
can  domination.  All  six  represent  SWAPO — the 
South  West  Africa  People’s  Organization — the 
liberation  movement  which  garnered  57  percent 
of  the  mid-November  vote  for  seats  in  the  72- 
member  assembly.  The  assembly  will  write  a 
constitution  for  an  independent  Namibia. 


DOCTOR  SHORTAGE:  Amid  jubi- 

■  lation  over  changes  occurring  in  East  Germany 
•  comes  a  warning  from  the  churches  that  the 
r  country  faces  a  crippling  shortage  of  doctors 
.  and  nurses.  Staffs  of  medical  personnel  at  the 
43  Protestant  hospitals  in  East  Germany  are  so 
depleted  that  church  leaders  are  making  an  offer 
they  hope  will  attract  young  physicians  from 
West  Germany,  where  there  is  an  overabun¬ 
dance  of  doctors.  The  offer  provides  physicians 
the  chance  to  acquire  a  specialty.  In  exchange, 
doctors  would  agree  to  work  at  least  five  years 
in  East  Germany. 


THE  SYSTEM  IS  THE  ENEMY: 

Moves  by  African  nations  toward  freedom  from 
colonialism  are  not  fighting  “white  skins  but 
(are  opposing)  a  system  that 
unfortunately  was  support¬ 
ed  by  whites.”  That  was  the 
assessment  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Mu- 
zorewa  (Zimbabwe  Area) 
during  the  recent  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting.  Bishop 
Muzorewa,  interim  prime 
minister  during  his  nation’s  Bishop  Muzorewa 
move  to  freedom,  said  that  liberation  move¬ 
ments  “usually  start  as  non-violent  and  go  un¬ 
derground  after  they  are  prohibited  from 
forming  democratic  opposition.”  He  said  they 
“identify  themselves  with  the  West  until  they 
are  rejected  by  the  West.”  The  remarks  were 
made  after  a  report  by  United  Methodist  Janice 
Love  of  Columbia,  S.C.,  on  the  World  Council 
of  Churches’  Program  to  Combat  Racism. 


MORE  SUPPORT  FOR  MINERS: 

At  least  1 8  United  Methodist  bishops  and  exec¬ 
utive  staff  members  from  two  denominational 
agencies  are  among  signers  of  a  newspaper  ad¬ 
vertisement  supporting  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  strike  against  the  Pittston  Coal  Co.  The 
advertisement,  signed  by  314  religious  leaders 
from  20  denominations,  was  scheduled  to  run 
last  week  in  newspapers  circulated  in  the  Appa¬ 
lachian  coal  field  of  Virginia  and  West  Virginia 
and  Greenwich,  Conn.,  headquarters  location 
of  Pittston.  The  strike  began  in  April  when  Ap¬ 
palachian  miners  claimed  the  company  had  vio¬ 
lated  contracts  to  retirees,  widows  and  disabled 
minors  when  the  latest  contract  expired  in 
1988. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Workers:  Church 


STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

PITTSBURGH— The  faithful 
witness  of  East  German  Chris¬ 
tians  helped  pave  the  way  for 
changes  taking  place  in  the  Ger¬ 
man  Democratic  Republic. 

That  was  the  message  given 
last  week  to  members  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  Gov¬ 
erning  Board  by  a  United 
Methodist  laywoman  and  her 
husband,  a  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  minister. 

“Almost  all  of  the  reforms  that 


the  church  has  been  calling  for 
are  in  process,”  Gratia  Johns- 
Boehme  told  the  273-member 
boat'd  at  its  semiannual  meeting. 

The  31-year-old  Mrs.  Johns- 
Boehme  and  her  husband,  Steven, 
37,  had  just  returned  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  after  2'h  years  in  East 
Germany  as  “ecumenical  co-work- 
ers”  under  auspices  of  the  NCC’s 
Europe/U.S.S.R.  office. 

Their  stay  was  jointly  funded 
by  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ)  and  United  Methodist 
missions  agencies. 

Mrs.  Johns-Boehme  expressed 


'Gentler'  NCC  works 
quietly  on  revamping 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

PITTSBURGH— A  kinder, 
gentler  National  Council  of 
Churches  governing  board  went 
quietly  about  its  work  Nov.  15- 
17  to  revamp  the  beleaguered  ec¬ 
umenical  agency. 

The  273-member  board  re¬ 
viewed  and  adopted  numerous 
recommendations  proposed  by  a 
special  22-member  team  charged 
with  overseeing  the  NCC’s  tran¬ 
sition  to  a  leaner,  more  account¬ 
able  structure. 

Overall  plans  for  restructuring 
the  NCC,  whose  membership  in¬ 
cludes  32  Protestant  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  churches,  were  approved  by 
the  board  last  spring  during  one 
of  the  stormiest  meetings  in  the 
agency’s  39-year  history. 

At  the  center  of  the  storm  was 
then-NCC  chief  executive  Arie 
Brouwer.  In  a  vitriolic  speech  to 
the  board,  Dr.  Brouwer  lashed  out 
at  his  critics.  The  meeting  ended 
limply  on  a  tie-vote  calling  for  his 
resignation,  which  was  tendered 
and  accepted  three  months  later. 

Plans  spark  little  debate 

By  contrast,  the  board’s  fall 
meeting  was  a  model  of  decorum 
and  good  manners  as  delegates  ap¬ 
proved  most  of  the  transition 
team’s  proposals  with  little  debate. 

“There  was  a  general  mood  of 
leaving  the  past  to  God’s  mercy,” 
said  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston, 
United  Methodism’s  top  ecu¬ 
menical  official  and  an  NCC 
board  member. 

The  most  protracted  discus¬ 
sions  dealt  with  the  percentage  of 
governing  board  members  re¬ 
quired  to  sit  committees  for 
NCC  program  units. 


Transition  team  recommenda¬ 
tions  would  have  required  only 
10  percent  board  member  partic¬ 
ipation  on  the  four  proposed  pro¬ 
gram-unit  committees. 

Board  members,  aware  of  criti¬ 
cisms  that  program  units  have 
been  unaccountable  to  NCC 
member  bodies,  increased  that 
participation  to  33  percent. 

The  Rev.  Wilson  T.  Boots,  a 
United  Methodist  board  member 
from  White  Plains,  N.Y.,  argued 
for  the  33-percent  representation. 

“Do  we  want  a  council  of  com¬ 
munions  or  a  council  of  program 
units?”  Dr.  Boots  asked  the  body. 

Transition  to  run  1  year 

Dr.  Huston  said  the  board  hopes 
to  complete  the  transition  process 
by  November  1990.  He  said  the 
search  process  would  begin  soon 
for  a  new  NCC  chief  executive. 

A  United  Methodist  layman, 
James  A.  Hamilton,  was  “con¬ 
firmed”  by  the  board  as  the  Agen¬ 
cy’s  chief  executive  during  the 
transition  period.  He  has  hekded 
the  council’s  Washington  office 
for  several  years. 

The  board  also  elected  the 
Very  Rev.  Leonid  Kishkovsky  as 
its  new  president.  Mr.  Kish¬ 
kovsky,  an  ecumenical  officer  for 
the  Orthodox  Church  in  Ameri¬ 
ca,  succeeds  the  Rev.  Patricia  A. 
McClurg,  a  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  minister,  whose  two- 
year  term  ends  Dec.  3 1 . 

In  addition  the  board  ap¬ 
proved  a  resolution  expressing 
“horror  and  outrage"  at  recent 
events  in  El  Salvador  in  which  a 
number  of  church  workers  were 
killed  by  “death  squads”  (see  sto¬ 
ries  below). 


aided  E. 

optimism  that  the  East  German 
church  “will  continue  to  be  an 
important  voice”  in  the  socialist- 
ruled  country. 

“The  activity  of  Christians  and 
the  church  prepared  many  citi¬ 
zens  for  participating  in  an  open 
and  honest  dialogue  of  change  in 
the  German  Democratic  Repub¬ 
lic  that  is  going  on  right  this  min¬ 
ute,"  Mrs.  Johns-Boehme  told 
board  members. 

Her  husband  admitted  that  he 
and  his  wife  were  surprised  by  “the 
sheer  speed  of  the  unbelievable 
events”  that  have  occurred  since 


German 

the  East  German  government  re¬ 
laxed  travel  restrictions  Nov.  7. 

He  pointed  out,  however,  that, 
contrary  to  the  “suppressed,  un¬ 
derground”  image  many  Ameri¬ 
cans  have  of  the  East  German 
church,  Christians  there  have 
promoted  change  actively  and 
openly  for  the  past  two  decades. 

“The  church  in  the  GDR  has 
understood  itself  as  a  ‘church  of 
critical  solidarity’  and  ‘a  commu¬ 
nity  of  witness  and  service’  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  and  the 
East  German  society,”  Mr. 
Johns-Boehme  said. 


reforms 

Mrs.  Johns-Boehme,  who 
worked  at  a  church-sponsored 
agency  in  Berlin  for  children 
with  handicapping  conditions, 
said  that  the  church’s  influence  is 
most  keenly  felt  at  the  “grass¬ 
roots  level.” 

She  cited  as  an  example  the 
problem  in  an  officially  atheistic 
society  of  dealing  with  terminally 
ill  hospital  patients  and  their 
concerns  about  life  after  death. 

“Christians  can  deal  with  these 
issues,”  she  said.  As  a  result,  she 
said,  church-related  hospitals  fill 
up  fast. 
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Tornado  devastates  Alabama  UM  church 


HUNTSVILLE,  Ala. — Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  stands  open  to  the  elements  after  being 
damaged  by  a  Nov.  15  tornado  packing  250-mph  winds.  "It's  one  of  the  worst  disasters  in  a 
concentrated  area  that  I've  ever  seen,"  said  the  Rev.  Paul  W.  Owen,  disaster  coordinator  of  the 
North  Alabama  Annual  Conference,  after  surveying  the  Huntsville  area.  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  sent  $10,000  to  aid  the  stricken  area.  Contributions  to  help  in  the  tor¬ 
nado-area  cleanup  may  be  made  via  conference  treasurers  to  Advance  Special  No.  901120-7. 
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Priests'  murders  strain  El  Salvador  ties 

United  Methodist  missionary  safe;  leaders  call  for  halt  to  U.S.  military  aid 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists’  limited  ties 
with  El  Salvador  became  strained 
last  week  following  the  murders  of 
six  Jesuit  priests  and  the  detention 
of  12  Lutheran  workers  in  the  war- 
tom  Central  American  country. 

United  Methodist  missionary 
Nancy  Boye  telephoned  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Parker  Wilson  of  Dallas,  Nov. 
17  to  report  that  she  is  unharmed. 
Ms.  Boye  is  the  sole  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  in  El  Salvador. 

The  call,  however,  was  described 
to  the  Reporter  as  one  of  the  most 
guarded  Ms.  Boye  had  ever  placed 
to  her  parents. 

“Nancy  wouldn't  even  talk  about 
the  situation  in  riddles,  as  she 
sometimes  does,”  said  Jo  Ann 
Small,  former  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion  coordinator  for  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction.  Mrs.  Small  helped 
Ms.  Boye,  previously  an  indepen- 
dent-mission  volunteer,  achieve 
United  Methodist  missionary  status 
last  year. 

The  Rev.  Clarke  Campbell-Evans 
of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  said  the  mission 
agency  was  monitoring  closely  the 
chaotic,  ever-changing  events  in  El 
Salvador. 

Mr.  Campbell-Evans  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  there  had  been  no  indication 
that  it  was  necessary  to  recall  Ms. 
Boye  from  El  Salvador. 

“In  fact,  we’ve  been  asked  by  our 
Salvadoran  brothers  and  sisters  not 
to  abandon  them,”  he  added.  “An 
American  presence  seems  to  help 
minimize  violence.” 

Meanwhile,  United  Methodists 
joined  with  other  religious  leaders 
to  send  a  uemand  to  the  U.S.  De- 


Government  forces  and  guerril¬ 
las  have  battled  in  San  Salvador, 
El  Salvador's  capital. 


partment  of  State  that  the  United 
States  cease  funneling  $1.5  million 
daily  in  military  aid  to  El  Salvador. 

At  a  news  conference  in  Dallas  to 
announce  a  renewed  campaign 
against  Salvadoran  aid,  religious 
leaders  held  crosses  in  memory  of 
the  six  slain  Jesuits,  their  house¬ 
keeper  and  her  daughter.  Many  of 


the  crosses  were  brightly  painted 
with  Salvadoran  artwork. 

Among  those  signing  the  state¬ 
ment  were  the  Rev.  John  B.  Soper, 
pastor  of  Holy  Covenant  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Carrollton, 
Texas;  the  Rev.  C.  Bourdon  Smith, 
pastor  of  Northaven  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dallas;  and  the 
Rev.  William  K.  McElvaney,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  preaching  at  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

Dr.  McElvaney  called  on  United 
Methodists  across  the  country  to 
foster  knowledge  of  U.S.  complicity 
in  Salvadoran  violence. 

“Not  knowing  [about  U.S.  moral 
responsibility  in  Salvadoran  vio¬ 
lence)  is  more  comfortable,  but  it 
comes  at  the  price  of  our  souls,” 
said  Dr.  McElvaney.  “We  made  a 
difference  in  the  Vietnam  War,  and 
1  like  to  think  we  can  do  it  again.” 


Dr.  McElvaney  said  he  and  his 
wife,  Fran,  knew  one  of  the  Jesuit 
victims,  the  Rev.  Ignacio  Martin- 
Baro,  vice  rector  of  the  University 
of  Central  America. 

“A  year  ago,  when  Nancy  Boye 
was  commissioned  a  missionary  at 
Holy  Covenant,  I  held  a  cross  with 
Father  Martin-Baro’s  name  on  it,” 
he  said. 

Mr.  Soper  told  the  Reporter  that 
he  had  contacted  Holy  Covenant’s 
partner  congregation,  Maria  Madre 
de  los  Pobres,  in  San  Salvador,  the 
capital  city  (see  UMR,  Oct.  20). 

“They’re  right  in  the  middle  of  the 
fighting,"  Mr.  Soper  said.  “Father 
Daniel  Sanchez,  pastor  of  Madre  de 
los  Pobres,  has  been  threatened. 

“Father  Daniel  said  a  paramili¬ 
tary  guard  told  him,  ‘We  don’t 
know  when,  but  we’re  going  to  kill 
you.’  ” 


'La  Lucha'  shows  Salvadoran  struggle 


If  you’re  unsure  what  the  El 
Salvadoran  conflict  is  all  about, 
an  upcoming  national  television 
program  produced  by  United 
Methodists  may  offer  some  in¬ 
sights. 

“La  Lucha,"  which  translates 
as  “The  Struggle,"  is  scheduled 
to  air  Dec.  3  on  ABC-affiliated 
stations.  Check  local  listings  for 
exact  times. 

“La  Lucha”  was  produced  by 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  with  a  grant  from  the 
American  Bioadcasting  Co. 


Bert  Whittier  of  Boston,  a 
United  Methodist  free-lance 
writer,  is  author  of  the  program. 

Mr.  Whittier  said  that  among 
those  interviewed  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  the  Rev.  Ignacio  Martin- 
Baro,  vice  rector  of  the 
University  of  Central  America. 
He  was  one  of  six  Jesuit  priests 
slain  last  week  by  Salvadoran 
right-wing  death  squads. 

“We  interviewed  Father  Mar- 
tin-Baro  in  June  at  the  universi¬ 
ty,"  Mr.  Whittier  said.  “He 
impressed  me  as  an  extremely 
busy  person  who  graciously  ac¬ 
commodated  us.” 


Mr.  Whittier  said  he  hopes 
many  will  gain  insight  from  "La 
Lucha"  about  how  missionaries 
and  religious  leaders  working  in 
El  Salvador  could  become  targets 
of  violence. 

"As  Christians,  we’re  called  to 
feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the  na¬ 
ked,  visit  those  in  prison  and  an¬ 
nounce  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord,"  Mr.  Whittier  explained. 

“In  El  Salvador,  the  ruling  oli¬ 
garchy  sees  those  as  subversive 
acts  because  they  give  strength  to 
the  poor." 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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HEADLINERS'  NAMED:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter  Governing  Board  last 
week  continued  its  practice,  begun  four  years 
ago,  of  honoring  people  who  have  made  special 
contributions  to  the  Reporter.  Named  to  re¬ 
ceive  Reporter  Headliners  awards  for  1989  were 
the  Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  Central  Texas  conference 
(senior  pastor.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Fort  Worth);  the  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Hale,  general 
secretary,  World  Methodist  Council,  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.C.;  the  Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  Louisi¬ 
ana  conference  (senior  pastor,  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  La.); 
retired  Bishop  R.  Marvin  Stuart  of  Palo  Alto, 
Calif.;  and  Mrs.  Arthur  R.  Wilson  of  Houston. 

FAITH  STRENGTHENED:  More 

than  three-fourths  of  the  college  student  popula¬ 
tion  believe  their  religious  commitment  has  ei¬ 
ther  been  strengthened  or  remained  steady  since 
entering  college,  according  to  a  recent  Gallup 
poll  of  545  undergraduates.  The  poll,  based  on 
student  interviews  conducted  at  98  colleges  and 
universities  in  October  1988,  reveals  that  27 
percent  believe  their  commitment  has  strength¬ 
ened  during  college.  Fifty  percent  feel  there  has 
been  no  change  in  their  commitment,  and  23 
percent  say  their  commitment  has  weakened. 

FUNDING  INCREASES:  Financial 

support  for  worldwide  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sions  and  ministries  was  6  percent  higher  in  the 
first  nine  months  of  1989  than  in  1988,  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  reports.  Almost  $65  million  was  received 
through  Sept.  30  for  21  denominationwide 
funds.  That's  an  increase  of  $3.8  million.  World 
Service,  the  church’s  basic  program  fund,  re¬ 
ceived  $23.58  million  for  the  nine  months,  an 
increase  of  1 2.5  percent. 

WHO  WATCHES  TV?:  what  United 

States  city  watches  the  most  religious  television? 
Top  of  the  list  is  Washington,  according  to 
Stephen  Winzenburg.  who  teaches  journalism  at 
Grand  View  College  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  a  school 
affiliated  with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America.  At  the  bottom  of  the  list  is  Salt  Lake 
City.  Latest  Arbitron  figures  show  the  Rev.  Robert 
Schuller  at  the  top  of  the  list  with  1.24  million 
households  in  151  markets.  He  is  followed  by 
“The  World  Tomorrow,”  with  1.21  million  house¬ 
holds  in  172  markets,  and  Jimmy  Swaggart,  with 
628,000  households  in  1 39  markets. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 


'Theology  of  the  Earth' 

Local  church  hosts  talks  on  arms  reduction 


DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

OAK  RIDGE,  Tenn. — “I  pity 
the  Christian  who  says  that  the 
policies  of  nuclear  war  are  not 
the  Gospel’s  concern,”  said  re¬ 
tired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr. 

"What  we  need  today  is  a  new. 
theology  of  the  Earth.  We’ve  got 
to  build  bridges  of  cooperation 
between  science  and  religion.” 

Bishop  Hunt  was  echoing  the 
concerns  of  seven  other  bishops 
and  an  array  of  speakers  during  a 
recent  conference  on  “Arms  Re¬ 
duction:  Religious  Dimensions 
and  Political  Realities.” 

Some  250  United  Methodists 
and  their  guests  from  eastern  Ten¬ 
nessee  attended  the  two-day  meet¬ 
ing,  sponsored  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Oak  Ridge. 

Letter  prompts  session 

The  Nov.  3-4  session  was  the 
church’s  second  science  and  reli¬ 
gion  conference.  Both  were 
prompted  by  publication  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops’  pastoral  letter,  “In  De¬ 
fense  of  Creation,”  in  1 986. 

That  document  calls  United 
Methodist  congregations  to  more 
faithful  witnesses  in  the  face  of 
what  it  describes  as  a  worsening 
nuclear  arms  race. 

Members  of  First  UMC  in  Oak 
Ridge  have  made  a  serious  com¬ 
mitment  to  continuing  that  wit¬ 
ness.  Many  work  at  Oak  Ridge 
National  Laboratory,  site  of  nu¬ 
clear  defense  research  behind 
such  weapons  as  the  atomic 
bomb  of  World  War  II. 

U.S.  Sen.  Albert  Gore  Jr.,  D- 
Tenn.,  chairman  of  the  Senate’s 
Science,  Space  and  Energy  Sub¬ 
committee,  told  the  group,  “The 
religious  dimensions  with  arms 
reduction  must  start  with  the 
question:  "What  is  our  purpose 
here  on  Earth?’ 

“We  are  given  a  clear  answer  to 
that  question:  To  glorify  God  and 


live  a  life  to  accomplish  that  ob¬ 
jective.  If  we  conduct  all  human 
affairs  to  destroy  all  human  life, 
we  have  failed  in  our  purpose." 

Are  we  an  affront? 

Mr.  Gore,  a  Baptist  layman, 
told  the  audience  that  “the  whole 
debate  on  the  Strategic  Defense 
Initiative  is  the  fear  of  a  first  strike 
by  either  the  U.S.  or  the  Soviet 
Union,  but  that  can  be  changed  by 
creating  a  new  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  two  superpowers.” 


The  Rev.  Alan  F.  Geyer,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  and 
senior  scholar  at  the  Church  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Science  and  Technology 
in  Washington,  asked  the  group, 
“Are  we  moving  toward  a  time 
when  the  human  family  is  a  di¬ 
rect  affront  to  the  human  race 
and  the  divine  creator?” 

Dr.  Geyer,  primary  author  of 
the  bishops’  1986  pastoral  letter, 
said,  “Churches  can’t  sit  in  ex¬ 
pert  judgment.  But  they  must 
discern  moral  arguments.” 


UMR  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

OAK  RIDGE,  Tenn. — Tennessee  U.S.  Sen.  Albert  Gore  Jr.  (left) 
talks  with  Holston  Conference  United  Methodist  Bishop  Clay  F. 
Lee  during  the  recent  conference  on  "Arms  Reduction:  Religious 
Dimensions  and  Political  Realities."  Sponsored  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Oak  Ridge,  the  conference  drew  nearly 
250  people  examining  religious,  scientific,  political  and  strate 
gic  influences  on  peace  initiatives. 


By  the  PRESIDENT 

Of  the  United  States  of  yfrnerica. 

A  Proclamation. 

WHEREAS  it  it  the  Duty  of  all  Nationi  to  acknowledge  the  Providence  of  Almighty 
GOD,  to  obey  hit  Will,  to  be  grateful  for  hit  Dcncfill,  and  humbly  to  Irfplore  hit 
Protection  and  Favor  :  And  whereat  both  Houfct  of  Congteft  have,  by  their  joint 
Committee,  requeflcd  me  11  To  recommend  to  the  People  of  the  United  Statct,  a  Day  of  public 
“  Think fgiving  and  Prayer,  to  be  obfenred  by  acknowledging  with  grateful  Hcartt  the  many 
“  and  figiul  Favon  of  Almighty  COD,  efpecially  by  affording  them  an  Opportunity  peaceably 
“  Co  eftabliffi  a  Form  of  Government  for  their  Safety  and  Happinefi." 

NOW  THEREFORE,  I  do  recommend  and  affign  TituatoAv  the  Twenty-fixlh  Day 
of  NovtMMt  nett,  to  be  devoted  by  the  People  of  thefe  Statci,  to  the  Service  of  that  great  and 
gloriout  Being,  who  ii  the  beneficent  Author  of  all  the  good  that  wat,  that  it,  or  that  will  be  : 
That  we  may  then  all  unite  in  rendering  unto  him  our  fmcetc  and  humble  Thank*  for  hit  kinrl 
Care  and  Piolcttion  of  the  People  of  tliii  Country  pteviout  to  their  becoming  a  Nation} — for 
the  fignaJ  and  manifold  Mcrcici,  and  the  favourable  Interpofitiont  of  hit  Providence  in  the  Coutfc 
and  Conclufion  of  die  late  War  ;— for  the  great  Degree  of  Tranquillity,  Union  and  Plenty, 
which  we  have  fince  enjoyed; — for  the  peaceable  and  rational  Manner  in  which  we  have  been 
enabled  to  efUbliftr  Conftitutiom  of  Government  for  our  Safety  and  Happinefi,  and  particularly 
the  national  one  now  lately  inffituted ;  — for  the  civil  and  rcligiou.  Liberty  with  which  wc  arc 
blcffcd,  and  the  Meant  we  have  of  acquiring  and  dilfufing  ufeful  Knowledge }—  and  in  general, 
for  all  the  great  and  vaiiou*  Favon  which  he  hath  been  plcafed  to  confer  upon  ut. 

AND  ALSO,  That  wc  may  then  unite  in  moll  humbly  offiting  our  Prayer,  and 
Supplication!  to  die  great  Lord  and  Ruler  of  Nationi,  and  befccch  him  to  pardon  our  national 
and  other  Tranfgrtfflonii  -to  enable  ut  all,  whedier  in  public  or  private  Station.,  to  perform 
our  feveraJ  and  reladve  Dutici  propetly  and  punctually to  render  our  national  Government  a 
Blcffing  to  all  die  People,  by  conlUntly  being  a  Government  of  wife,  juft  and  conftitutional 
Law,,  difcreetly  and  faithfully  executed  and  obeyed  }--to  proteCl  and  guide  all  Sovereign,  and 

Nation,,  (cfpcciaily  fuch  a,  have  Ihewn  Kindnef,  unto  u.)  and  to  blcft  them  with  good 
Government,  Peace  and  Concoid  ; — to  promote  die  Knowledge  and  PraCIice  of  true  Religion 
and  Viitxie,  and  die  EncnaJc  of  Science  among  diem  and  u, ; — and  generally,  to  grant  unto  all 
Mankind  fuch  a  Degree  of  temporal  Ptofperity  a,  he  alone  know,  to  be  bell. 

GIVEN  under  my  Hand,  at  the  City  of  Ncw-York,  the  third 
Day  of  Oflober,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  OneThoufand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Eighty-nine. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 


COURTESY  NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY; 
ASTOR,  LENOX  AND  TILDEN  FOUNDATIONS 

Proclamation  marks  bicentennial 

1989  marks  the  bicentennial  of  the  establishment  of 
Thanksgiving  as  a  national  American  holiday.  This  procla¬ 
mation  was  the  first  that  President  Washington  made  un¬ 
der  the  U.S.  Constitution.  "Washington's  trust  that 
Providence  would  instill  . . .  the  greatness  of  gratitude  in 
the  American  soul  is  fulfilled  in  his  'day  for  Thanksgiving' 
each  year,"  says  a  pamphlet  from  the  National  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Commission  at  Thanks-Giving  Square  in  Dallas. 


Can  nuclear  defense  workers  be  peacemakers? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

OAK  RIDGE,  Tenn.— Can  a 
person  be  involved  in  nuclear  re¬ 
search  for  defense  weapons  and 
still  be  a  peacemaker? 

Members  of  First  l/nited 


Methodist  Church  in  Oak  Ridge 
say,  “Yes!” 

Frances  Stoner,  co-chairwoman 
of  that  church’s  recent  conference 
on  arms  reduction  and  peace  ini¬ 
tiatives,  said,  “Real  scientists  have 
a  deep  concern  and  knowledge 


about  the  Earth. 

“When  you’re  trying  to  find  out 
what  is  the  makeup  of  the  atom  or 
what  is  the  makeup  of  the  stars, 
how  can  you  not  think  about 
God?  For  me,  science  and  religion 
have  never  been  in  conflict.” 


Project  fills  a  block — straight  up!  HP 


By  DENISE  JOHSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

In  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  one 
Methodist  mission  project  fills  a 
city  block — straight  up! 

It’s  a  “slum  integration  project” 
assisting  10  communities  plagued 
by  poverty  and  drug  trafficking. 

The  institute  receives  money 
from  the  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church — the  United  Methodist 
program  of  designated,  “second 
mile”  giving. 

In  the  center  of  Rio  sits  “Favela 
Hill,”  where  shanties  are  stacked 
along  a  mountainside.  Just  below 
the  favela  is  the  institute. 

Marion  Way,  a  United  Methodist 


People’s  Institute  Program  for 

Sewers  and  Water 

009182-4 

Slum  Integration  Project 
009181-3 

lay  missionary/social  worker  from 
South  Carolina,  beams  with  excite¬ 
ment  when  he  takes  visitors  to  the 
center.  Usually  he  has  to  weave  his 
car  along  a  narrow  path  up  through 
this  mountainous  low-income  area. 

“There  are  several  components  to 
People’s  Central  Institute  especially 
for  this  community’s  children,”  he 
said.  “These  include  the  day-care 
center,  a  well-baby  clinic,  an  adop¬ 


tion  agency,  a  temporary  home  for 
abandoned  children  and  an  elemen¬ 
tary  school. 

“The  school  has  a  special  empha¬ 
sis  on  early  childhood  education 
and  serves  children  from  kindergar¬ 
ten  to  fifth  grade.” 

Right  behind  the  school  is  St. 
John’s  Methodist  Church.  Its  flexi¬ 
ble  pulpit  area  is  used  as  a  stage  for 
the  school’s  drama  programs. 

The  church  has  about  120  mem¬ 
bers  plus  several  constituents  con¬ 
nected  with  the  school. 

The  institute  also  houses  semi¬ 
nary  interns.  They  attend  the  Cesar 
Dacorso  Filho  Methodist  Seminary 
in  Rio  de  Janerio. 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


A)WNCt  No  gift  too  small 


The  Advance  aids  slum  dwellers 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro. 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/ 
Youth  needed.  1 350  members.  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  degree  required.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1750 
20th  Street,  Vero  Beach,  FL  32960. 


DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION— 

1500-member  suburban  growing  church.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume: . 
Richard  Jones,  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Whitefish  Bay,  819  E  Silver  Spring  Dr.,  Milwau¬ 
kee,  WI  53217,  (414)  964-2424. _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Education/Youth  for  1000-member  FUMC, 
Brookhaven,  MS.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Brookhaven, 
MS  39601 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION— 

large  Western  church.  Send  resume  to:  Central 
United  Methodist  Church,  1875  N.  Central  Ave., 
Phoenix,  A Z  85004, 


PART-TIME  CHOIR  DIRECTOR,  adult  and 

children,  and  pianist.  Salary  $500  month. 
Green sburg  United  Methodist  Church,  Greens- 
burg,  LA.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese, 
Box  40865,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835.  For  further 
information  telephone  (504)  293-5345. _ 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  full-time  for 

dynamic  2500-member  church  on  Florida  Gulf 
Coast  Experience  as  choir  director/organist  with 
enthusiasm  and  aptitude  for  expanding  the 
church  music  program  will  be  required.  Attrac¬ 
tive  salary  and  benefits  package  available.  Send 
resume  to:  Search  Committee,  Englewood  UMC, 
700  E  Dearborn  St.,  Englewood,  FL  33423 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH. 

2400-member  UMC.  Responsible  for  total 
program  development/implementation  sixth 
grade-college.  Position  available  December 
17.  Lay  or  ordained  persons  acceptable.  Re¬ 
sume:  Robert  Smalley.  3420  Woodstone 
Place,  Augusta,  GA  30909. 


1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY, 

European  tours:  July  16-29,  August  14-25.  Con¬ 
firmed  tickets.  Host  experienced  12  years.  Write: 
Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence,  4192  Tattenham,  Boise. 
ID  83704.  


IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  FULL-TIME 

Director  of  Music  for  v2200-member  down¬ 
town  congregation,  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church.  Mam  job  responsibilities  include:  co¬ 
ordinating,  recruiting,  directing  adult,  youth, 
children  choirs  and  handbell  choirs.  Organiz¬ 
ing  music  for  many  special  church  occasions 
and  responsible  for  overall  coordination  of 
music  ministry.  Diaconal  minister  or  person 
working  toward  diaconal  minister  preferred. 
Salary  and  benefit  package  negotiable.  Please 
send  resume  and  taped  examples  to:  Dr.  Da¬ 
vid  Hortin,  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  1086.  Tallahassee,  FL  32302. 


UMR  gifts  exceed  $1.1  million 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Managing  Editor 

DALLAS — The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  has  collected  more 
than  $1.1  million  in  cash  and 
pledges  for  a  new  communications 
center  to  house  the  newspaper  and 
its  other  operations. 

Latest  major  gift  to  the  Reporter  is 
a  $50,000  grant  from  the  Texas 
Methodist  Foundation  to  be  paid 
over  the  next  two  years.  That  grant 
follows  a  $25,000  grant  to  the  Re¬ 
porter's  building  fund  in  1988  cou¬ 
pled  with  a  promise  to  consider 
similar  grants  for  the  next  two  years. 

A  gift  of  another  type  was  the 
transfer  of  title  to  4.62  acres  of  land 
located  across  from  the  newspaper’s 
present  leased  location  in  Dallas  to 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
Foundation. 

The  UMR  Foundation  was  creat¬ 
ed  to  generate,  receive  and  manage 
assets  contributed  to  further  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  purposes.  The  land,  owned 
by  the  Reporter,  is  valued  at 
$300,000. 

Those  reports  were  given  last 
week  to  the  Reporter  Governing 
Board’s  annual  meeting.  Board 
members  are  elected  by  annual  con¬ 
ferences  that  publish  editions  of  ei¬ 
ther  the  Reporter  or  The  United 
Methodist  Review. 

Groundbreaking  for  the  new  Re¬ 
porter  Communications  Center  is 
authorized  when  either  $1.3  million 
in  cash  or  $2  million  in  cash  and 


pledges  is  in  hand. 

News  of  progress  in  the  Report¬ 
er’s  development  efforts  was  tem¬ 
pered  by  the  unexpected  resignation 
for  health  reasons  of  the  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  J.  Welch  as  president  of  the 
UMR  Foundation.  Dr.  Welch  as¬ 
sumed  that  position  in  June. 

He’s  returning  to  the  post  of  vice 
president  for  institutional  advance¬ 
ment  at  Wesleyan  College  in  Ma¬ 


con,  Ga.  He  filled  that  position 
before  his  work  for  the  Reporter. 

The  search  for  a  new  chief  devel¬ 
opment  officer  for  the  Reporter  al¬ 
ready  has  begun.  That  position 
involves  both  raising  funds  for  the 
newspaper’s  new  communications 
center  and  development  of  an  en¬ 
dowment  to  undergird  the  work  of 
the  newspaper  and  its  related  com¬ 
munications  ministries. 


Funding  OKed 
for  drug  crisis 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio— A  new  United 
Methodist  Church  initiative  on  the 
U.S.  drug  crisis  is  one  of  53  projects 
authorized  to  seek  $1.4  million  in 
contributions  from  church  mem¬ 
bers  during  1989-90. 

The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church  is  the  United  Methodist 
giving  program  through  which 
members  can  designate  funds  for 
specific  endeavors. 

Members  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  contributed  $2,700  to 
the  National  Mission  Response  to 
the  Council  of  Bishops’  Initiative 
on  the  Drug  Crisis  during  the  recent 
ministries  council  meeting. 

Advance  committee  members  have 
set  a  fundraising  goal  of  $300,000  over 
three  years  to  help  fight  drugs  in  the 
pilot  project  based  in  Washington. 
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1-800-848-2131 
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Firm  to  evaluate  UMR's 
organizational  structure 


DALLAS — The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  Governing  Board  last 
week  authorized  employment  of  a 
business  consulting  firm  to  evaluate 
the  organizational  structure  of  the 
newspaper  and  its  related  commu¬ 
nications  ministries. 

The  Rev.  Lycurgus  M.  Starkey  Jr. 
of  St.  Louis,  board  chairman,  noted 
that  the  newspaper  has  functioned 
with  essentially  the  same  internal' 
structure  during  20  years  of  unprec¬ 
edented  growth. 

Recommended  changes  will  be 
designed  to  prepare  the  newspaper 
and  its  related  ministries  for  a  fu¬ 
ture  of  service  to  the  church  as  vital 
and  effective  as  its  past. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III,  the  Reporter’s  chief  executive 
officer,  affirmed  this  process  and 
said  it  “probably  is  long  past  due.” 


The  outside  consultant  is  to  work 
with  the  Reporter’s  management 
and  executive  committee.  Up  to 
$25,000  was  authorized  from  re¬ 
serve  funds  for  this  process. 

Dr.  Starkey  estimated  that  most 
of  the  coming  year  would  be  needed 
to  complete  the  study,  with  any  rec¬ 
ommendations  for  change  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  UMR  Governing  Board 
in  the  fall  of  1990. 

The  management  study  was  ap¬ 
proved  following  delivery  of  a  pa¬ 
per  by  Dr.  Starkey  on  implications 
of  the  future  for  the  newspaper. 
Among  other  points,  he  said  the 
newspaper  should  become  “more  of 
a  teacher  as  well  as  a  reporter.” 

He  said  the  newspaper  “gets  into 
more  United  Methodist  homes  than 
any  other  church  communication 
except  the  Bible.” 


with 

Karen  Wes  colt 

Faith! 

Romance! 

Comedy! 

Call  (213)  661-7793 

PO  Box  480306 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90048 

"Your  portrayal  is  so  alive  one  feels  they 
are  there  in  Biblical  timesIVHookoaki.uMW 


ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
POSITION  AVAILABLE 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  an 
immediate  opening  for  an  experienced 
journalist  who  believes  religious  news 
should  be  covered  in  an  interesting, 
credible  way.  Ideal  person  will  have  de¬ 
gree  in  journalism;  several  years  solid 
work  experience;  high  levels  of  energy, 
curiosity  and  creativity;  and  be  a  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  who  is  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action  Employer.  Contact:  Richard 
Stark,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-649* 


GRADUATE  LECTURES 
AND  PASTORS’  SCHOOL 


January  22  -  25,  1-990 
Iliff  School  of  Theology 
Denver,  Colorado 

Keynote  Address: 

The  Hon.  Clayton  Yeutter, 

U.S.  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Feeding  the  Hungry  in  a  Global  Village 

Preacher  of  the  Week: 

The  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Long, 

associate  professor  of  preaching  and 
worship,  Princeton  Theological  Seminary 

Lecturers: 

Dr.  Karen  Lebacqz 

Sex  in  the  Parish 

Dr.  Roberta  Bondi 

Aldersgate  and  Patterns  of  Methodist 
Spirituality 

Dr.  Vincent  Harding 

Sit-ins,  Freedom  Rides  and  Crack  Highs: 
Where  Do  We  Go  Now? 

Dr.  Wilson  Yates 

The  Church  and  the  Arts 

Dr.  J.  Philip  Wogaman 

America's  Moral  Crisis 

Dr.  Mortimer  Arias 

Re-thinking  the  Great  Commission 

Continuing  Education 
Workshops: 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Ough,  Spirituality  and 
the  Pastor 

Dr.  Kent  Millard,  Renewing  the  Local 
Church  Through  Preaching  and  Congre¬ 
gational  Care 

Dr.  WJ.A.  Power,  Understanding  the 
Psalms 

Dr.  H.  Edward  Everding,  Teaching  the 

Bible  to  Youth  and  Adults 

Dr.  Alan  K.  Mock,  Mobilizing  a  Local 

Church  to  Social  Justice  Ministries 

Ms.  Judy  Heffernan,  Effective  Ministry  in 

Rural  America  in  Troubled  Times 


For  information  contact: 

Sally  Geis,  Director 
Iliff  Institute 

2201  S.  University  Blvd. 
Denver,  CO  80210 
(303)  744-1287,  ext  234 


Mrs.  Stoner  moved  to  Oak 
Ridge  in  the  1940s  when  her  hus¬ 
band,  Hank,  went  there  to  work 
on  the  Manhattan  Project.  That 
project  led  to  creation  of  the 
World  War  II  atom  bomb. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


ILIFF  WEEK 
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Faith  dimensions 


_ 5 

The  United  Methodisl 

REPORTER 


Interfaith  dialogue  challenges  Christians 

Scholar  sees  Holy  Spirit  in  other  beliefs ,  but  says  only  Christ  can  redeem 


By  JULIA  LIEBLICH 

Religious  News  Service 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass. — At  con¬ 
ference  tables  and  dinner  tables 
Protestants  talk  with  Hindus  and 
Catholics  dialogue  with  Jews. 

When  the  tea  cups  are  empty, 
however,  Christian  theologians  may 
find  themselves  in  hot  water. 

How  can  they  acknowledge  truth 
in  religions  that  offer  differing 
paths  to  God  and  redemption?  How 
does  a  Christian  understand  Krish¬ 
na?  Can  a  Buddhist  be  saved  with¬ 
out  naming  Christ? 

Roman  Catholic  theologian  Ga¬ 
vin  D’Costa  tackled  these  questions 
in  “The  Place  of  Christ  in  a  Reli¬ 
giously  Plural  World,”  the  keynote 
address  of  the  Jerome  Hall  Dia¬ 
logue  held  at  Harvard  Divinity 
School  Nov.  2. 


He  and  four  respondents — a 
Catholic,  a  Methodist,  a  Hindu  and 
a  Jew — engaged  in  a  provocative 
discussion  that  bore  out  his  claim: 
“Interreligious  dialogue  is  not  a 
cozy  activity  but  a  radically  chal¬ 
lenging  and  purifying  process.” 

Sri  Lankan.  Methodist  minister  S. 
Wesley  Ariarajah  predicted  that  “in 
100  years  people  will  look  back  and 
see  the  evolution  of  interfaith  rela¬ 
tions  as  a  turning  point  in  the  church. 
If  the  dialogue  is  taken  seriously, 
Christianity  will  never  be  the  same.” 

Three  kinds  of  Christians 

Dr.  D’Costa,  a  lecturer  in  reli¬ 
gious  studies  at  the  West  London 
Institute  of  Higher  Education  and 
author  of  “Theology  and  Religious 
Pluralism:  The  Challenge  of  Other 
Religions,”  grouped  Christians  into 
three  camps: 


■  “Exclusivists,”  who  believe 
that  Jesus  Christ  offers  the  only  val¬ 
id  path  to  salvation; 

■  “Inclusivists,”  who  accept  the 
spiritual  depth  of  other  religions 
while  claiming  Christ  as  the  ulti¬ 
mate  redeemer; 

■  “Pluralists,”  who  say  that  other 
religions  can  offer  equally  salvific 
paths  to  one  God. 

He  rejected  the  exclusivist  claim 
outright  because  “surely  a  God  of 
universal  love  could  not  condemn 
the  majority  of  humankind  to  per¬ 
dition.” 

He  faulted  the  pluralists  for  fail¬ 
ing  to  use  a  criterion  rooted  in 
Christ  to  determine  God’s  action  in 
other  religions. 

Instead,  Dr.  D’Costa  proposed  an 
inclusivist  response:  a  Christ-cen¬ 
tered  Trinitarian  theology  that  rec- 


Dear  Deborah 


Stewardship \,  not  money ;  is  the  dilemma 


Dear  Deborah: 

It  seems  like  my  church  is  always 
asking  for  money!  It  has  been  a 
good  many  years  since  I  became  a 
member  here,  and  I  am  about  to 
give  up  and  go  to  another  church. 

What  do  you  think? 

Dora 

Dear  Dora: 

I  think  you  might  find  that  other 
churches  ask  for  money,  too.  So  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  to  think  seri¬ 
ously  about  the  message  your  church 
is  sending  out. 

All  churches  need  funds  to  operate 
the  program,  support  the  pastor  and 


the  larger  church,  care  for  the  prop¬ 
erty  and  reach  out  in  mission. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  this  is 
what  the  tithe  was  intended  for.  If 
every  member  in  your  church  tithed, 
would  those  messages  be  needed? 

In  addition  to  evaluating  the 
church 's  program,  one  needs  also  to 
evaluate  his  or  her  own  stewardship. 
Am  I  giving  a  tithe  to  support  the 
work  of  the  church?  Am  I  able  to  go 
beyond  that  and  support  other  good 
works?  Have  I  actually  investigated 
my  pel  projects  to  see  that  they  are 
using  the  money  as  I  expect? 

However,  the  most  basic  questions 
to  explore  relate  to  one's  own  rela¬ 


tionship  with  God  as  revealed  to  us 
in  Jesus  Christ.  Is  this  our  basic 
commitment  and  are  we  experienc¬ 
ing  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  en¬ 
abling  us  to  live  out  that 
commitment?  What  does  that  mean 
for  our  own  giving  to  the  church? 

Please  think  carefully  before  giv¬ 
ing  up  your  church  home. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of 

Epistle  verse  sparked  'Does  Jesus  Care' 


Does  Jesus  care 

When  my  heart  is  pained 

Too  deeply  for  mirth  and  song: 

As  the  burdens  press,  and  the  cares 
distress, 

And  the  way  grows  weary  and  long? 
O  yes,  he  cares.  I  know  he  cares! 

His  heart  is  touched  with  my  grief: 
When  the  days  are  weary,  the  long 
nights  dreary, 

I  know  my  Savior  cares. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Based  on  the  inquiry-response 
format,  the  stanzas  of  “Does  Jesus 
Care”  set  forth  the  questions.  The 
refrain  provides  the  answer. 

Frank  E.  Graeff,  usually  a  cheer¬ 


ful,  optimistic  person,  was  going 
through  a  time  of  severe  despon¬ 
dency.  As  he  read  his  Bible,  the 
words  of  1  Peter  5:7  suddenly 
seemed  appropriate,  urging  him  to 
cast  his  care  upon  Christ  “for  He 
careth  for  you.” 

The  words  of  the  four  stanzas 
came  out  of  this  experience. 

A  native  of  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  Graeff 
was  ordained  to  the  Methodist  min¬ 
istry  in  1860  and  joined  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Annual  Conference  at  age 
30.  He  served  some  leading 
churches  of  the  conference  and  was 
loved  and  respected. 

Children  responded  to  him 
quickly,  and  he  had  a  widespread 
reputation  for  his  ability  as  a  story¬ 


teller  for  children. 

He  wrote  more  than  200  hymns. 

Shortly  after  Graeff  wrote  “Does 
Jesus  Care,”  he  shared  the  verse  with 
a  friend,  J.  Lincoln  Hall,  an  owner  of 
the  Hall-Mack  Publishing  Co.  of 
Philadelphia.  Hall  wrote  the  music. 
The  song  was  copyrighted  in  1901. 

A  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hall  was  well  known 
as  a  conductor,  composer  and  mu¬ 
sic  publisher.  His  compositions  in¬ 
clude  an  oratorio,  several  cantatas, 
more  than  50  choral  anthems,  and 
several  hundred  gospel  songs. 

All  have  been  forgotten  save  one 
gospel  song,  “Does  Jesus  Care.” 
NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Hail  to  the  Lord's  Anointed" 


ognizes  the  movement  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  world  religions. 

Universal  action  of  God 

“A  Trinitarian  God  relates  the 
particularity  of  the  self-disclosure  of 
God  in  Jesus  to  the  universal  action 
of  God  in  history  through  the  Holy 
Spirit,"  the  Catholic  scholar  said. 

“This  facilitates  an  openness  to 
the  world  religions,  for  the  activity 
of  the  Spirit  cannot  be  confined  to 
Christianity.  If  God  has  spoken  out¬ 
side  Christianity,  Christianity  can 
only  be  impoverished  in  its  own 
self-understanding  by  neglecting 
these  revelations.” 

John  D.  Levenson,  the  Albert  A. 
List  professor  of  Jewish  Studies  at 
Harvard  Divinity  School,  argued 
that  Dr.  D’Costa’s  perspective  fails 
to  address  the  problems  inherent  in 
Jewish-Christian  relations  because 
it  ignores  the  history  of  Christian 
anti-Judaism  as  exemplified  in  the 
New  Testament. 

He  cited  the  most  extreme  expres¬ 
sion  of  anti-Judaism  as  Jesus’  state¬ 
ment  to  the  Jews  in  John  8:44,  “Your 
father  is  the  devil,  and  you  choose  to 
carry  out  your  father's  desires.” 

He  suggested  that  Jewish-Christian 
dialogue  needs  to  be  a  two-party  affair 
that  tackles  painful  issues  head-on. 

“For  better  or  worse,  Christianity 
is  too  much  entwined  with  Judaism 
to  assimilate  Judaism  to  the  category 
of  the  ‘other  religions’  with  which  the 
church  now  wishes  to  carry  on  a  dia¬ 
logue,”  Dr.  Levenson  said. 

Hindu-Christian  distrust 

Distrust  also  characterizes  Hin¬ 
du-Christian  relations,  said  Anan- 
tanand  Rambachan,  assistant 
professor  of  religion  at  St.  Olaf  Col¬ 
lege,  a  Lutheran  school  in  North- 
field,  Minn. 

“The  memories  of  colonialism 
and  its  association  with  aggressive 
missionary  enterprise  continue  to 
linger,”  he  said. 

“The  central  difficulty  has  been 
the  claim  by  many  Christians  that 
truth  and  liberation  are  attainable 
only  through  the  person  of  Jesus.  A 
conversation  in  which  one  of  us 
claimed  the  prerogative  to  judge  all 
others  entirely  by  his  or  her  criteria 
will  not  be  authentic.  Would  Dr. 
D’Costa  be  open  to  making  similar 
affirmations  about  Krishna  or  the 
Upanishads?” 

Rosemary  Radford  Ruether,  the 
Georgia  Harkness  professor  of  ap¬ 
plied  theology  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary,  a  United 
Methodist  school  in  Evanston,  Ill., 
maintained  that  “one  must  recognize 
that  each  tradition’s  paradigm  of  re¬ 
ality  may  be  partial  and  limited.” 


' Crimes'  wrestles  with  God's  presence 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

Woody  Allen’s  new  movie,  “Crimes 
and  Misdemeanors,”  is  about  as  reli¬ 
gious  a  movie  as  you're  going  to  find 
among  commercial  films. 

Allen  is  as  gloomy  as  ever,  or  as 
gloomily  funny,  as  his  sad-faced 
Cliff  Stem  suffers  disappointments 
amid  the  unpunished  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  of  those  around  him. 

But  instead  of  waxing  eloquent 


on  existentialism  as  in  his  “Love 
and  Death,”  Allen,  who  also  wrote 
and  directed  “Crimes  and  Misde¬ 
meanors,"  takes  on  theology  and 
philosophy  of  religion  with  a  zest. 

Almost  every  scene  is  a  discourse 
on  the  relationship  of  God  and  man. 

The  movie  works  on  many  levels, 
but  central  to  its  heart  is  an  effort  to 
understand  the  paradox  of  an  ever¬ 
present  God  and  an  ever-absent  God. 

The  movie  also  deals  with  sin. 


Does  one  have  to  sin  to  see  more 
clearly  the  approaching  presence  of 
God?  Is  it  true  that  the  more  one 
sins  the  greater  the  guilt  and  subse¬ 
quent  consciousness  of  God?  For  a 
while,  Woody  Allen  has  us  believing 
this,  but  his  pessimism  and  gloomy 
agnosticism  have  a  way  of  leaving 
questions  unanswered. 

The  main  character  is  Judah  Ro¬ 
senthal,  played  by  Martin  Landau. 

Judged  by  'eyes  of  God' 

The  movie  begins  with  Rosen¬ 
thal,  a  distinguished,  kindly-looking 
ophthalmologist  attending  a  ban¬ 
quet  honoring  him  for  bankrolling  a 
new  ophthalmology  hospital  wing. 
He  jokes  at  the  banquet  that  he  got 
into  ophthalmology  because  his  fa¬ 
ther  was  always  talking  about  the 
ever-judgmental  presence  of  the 
“eyes  of  God.” 

Judah’s  father  and  other  family 
members  are  seen  in  flashbacks,  in¬ 
cluding  a  seder  meal  at  which  athe¬ 
istic  leftist  members  of  the  family 
argue  with  the  devout  father.  One 
even  ventures  to  say  that  the  Nazis 
would  have  been  treated  differently 
in  history  if  they  had  won,  one 
more  of  the  terrifying  observations 
of  Allen  on  the  moral  relativism  in 
which  we  live. 

Judah  Rosenthal’s  close  confi¬ 
dant  is  his  brother-in-law  (Sam  Wa- 
terston),  a  rabbi  and  a  patient 
whom  ophthalmologist  Judah  can¬ 
not  keep  from  going  blind.  Though 
the  rabbi  is  physically  impaired,  his 
inner  vision  kindles  a  flame  of  faith 
in  God  amidst  the  moral  darkness 
and  gloom  around  him. 

Judah  tells  the  rabbi  about  “a 


small  infidelity”  which  is  getting 
out  of  hand,  as  his  mistress,  played 
by  Anjelica  Huston,  determines  to 
reveal  all  to  Judah’s  wife. 

His  “small  infidelity”  brings  its 
measure  of  guilt.  But  when  Judah 
sins  a  monstrous  sin,  he  cannot  es¬ 
cape  the  sudden  overpowering  an¬ 
gry  hand  of  God. 

Haunted  by  faces 

He  is  haunted  by  the  faces  he 
loves,  by  thunder  and  lightning  in 
the  night.  Suddenly  “out  of  an  emp¬ 
ty  universe,”  he  feels  God  is  more 
than  this  sinner  in  the  hands  of  an 
angry  God  can  bear. 

Just  when  the  justice  of  God 
seems  so  frightening,  Judah  ob¬ 
serves,  “Well,  people  carry  sins 
around  with  them  and  they  do  fade 
in  time."  The  reaffirmation  of  a 
supporting  family,  the  bright  new 
day  in  which  God  sends  the  sun  to 
shine  on  the  just  and  the  unjust 
makes  it  seem  that  God  is  comfort¬ 
able  in  heaven  and  justice  can  wait. 

Writer-director  Allen  more  than 
once  flashes  back  to  Judah’s  father, 
with  the  errant  Judah  looking  on  as 
if  a  ghost,  as  the  father  insists  that 
God  sees  the  wicked  and  the  righ¬ 
teous. 

“The  righteous  he  will  reward, 
the  wicked  will  be  punished  for 
eternity,”  the  father  insists,  part  of 
the  very  traditional  underpinning  to 
this  movie. 

A  present  God  may  be  absent, 
but,  the  movie  hints,  an  absent  God 
can  also  make  his  presence  known. 

Dr.  Ward  is  a  journalism  profes¬ 
sor  at  Temple  University  and  a  fre¬ 
quent  reviewer  for  the  Reporter. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  ORION  PICTURES 


Martin  Landau  portrays  ophthalmologist  Judah  Rosenthal,  a  man 
whose  misdeeds  appear  to  go  unpunished,  in  Woody  Allen's  new 
film,  "Crimes  and  Misdemeanors." 
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Help  offered  to  homeless  youth 

NEW  YORK — Covenant  House,  a  national  organization  founded  by 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Ritter,  a  Catholic  priest,  advises  that  help  for  run¬ 
away  and  homeless  youth  is  only  an  800  number  away.  With  the 
help  of  the  Advertising  Council,  ads  urge  youth — and  adults  who 
are  in  contact  with  homeless  youth — to  call  1-800-999-9999  for 
help  with  food,  clothing  and  a  place  to  sleep.  Calls  to  the  number 
are  averaging  78,000  a  month.  Officials  expect  the  number  to  dou¬ 
ble  as  winter  approaches. 


Columbus  event  protested 


Religious  News  Service 

BALTIMORE — Plans  drawn  up 
by  the  nation’s  Catholic  bishops  to 
celebrate  the  500th  anniversary  of 
the  arrival  of  Christopher  Colum¬ 
bus  are  causing  distress  among 
black,  Native  American  and  His¬ 
panic  church  leaders  who  say  the 
occasion  should  be,  if  anything,  a 
time  of  repentance. 

The  bishops,  at  their  annual 
meeting,  unveiled  a  plan  to  observe 
the  5th  centennial  of  the  coming  of 
Christianity  to  the  New  World,  be¬ 
ginning  with  Columbus’  voyage  in 
1492. 

Auxiliary  Bishop  Tr*«;pph  A  Fran¬ 


cis  of  Newark,  N.J.,  a  leading  black 
church  spokesman,  said:  “While 
some  evangelization  did  take  place, 
the  Overall  picture  was  that  of  con¬ 
querors  who  came  to  dominate  and 
even  to  undo  whole  cultures  and  na¬ 
tions  of  people.  There  is  no  reason 
to  celebrate  this  epoch  in  history.” 

Archbishop  Edward  McCarthy  of 
Miami,  chairman  of  the  anniversa¬ 
ry  committee,  said  the  bishops  “rec¬ 
ognize  the  failings”  of  those  who 
settled  this  hemisphere. 

He  said  the  church  will  celebrate 
not  the  original  settlers  but  the  in¬ 
auguration  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
New  Worl<£. 


Anglicans ,  state  wrangle 
over  divorced  priests 


By  AUSTIN  CARLEY 

Religious  News  Service 

LONDON— The  Church  of 
England  General  Synod  may 
have  rekindled  a  centuries-old 
confrontation  between  church 
and  state  by  deciding  to  flout 
Parliament  on  the  issue  of  or¬ 
daining  divorced  men. 

In  July  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  for  the  first  time  ever,  vot¬ 
ed  to  reject  a  Church  of  England 
General  Synod  resolution  when 
it  turned  back  a  measure  that 
would  have  allowed  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  divorced  men  or  men 
married  to  divorced  women.  The 
House  sent  the  resolution  to  the 
General  Synod  for  revision,  fear¬ 
ing  its  passage  would  signal 
church  abandonment  of  tradi¬ 
tional  views  of  the  sanctity  of 
marriage. 

But  on  Nov.  8,  after  heated  de¬ 
bate,  the  General  Synod  voted  to 
return  the  resolution — unamend¬ 
ed — to  the  House  of  Commons 
for  reconsideration.  The  measure 
is  not  expected  to  be  taken  up 
again  by  Parliament  for  at  least 
another  two  months — probably 
not  until  its  next  session. 

Ironically,  the  subject  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  church-state  dispute  is  the 
same  as  it  was  in  the  1 6th  century 
when  King  Henry  VIII  broke  with 
the  pope  and  founded  the  Church 
of  England — under  control  of  Par¬ 
liament — when  Rome  refused  his 
request  for  a  divorce. 

Although  Parliament  has  tech¬ 
nically  controlled  the  church  for 


nearly  five  centuries,  it  has  al¬ 
ways,  until  July,  assented  to  mea¬ 
sures  approved  by  the  church. 

The  General  Synod  action  here 
has  led  to  talk  of  a  constitutional 
crisis  and  even  the  possible  dises¬ 
tablishment  of  the  Anglican 
Church  after  nearly  five  centuries 
of  co-existence  with  Parliament. 

At  the  Nov.  8  General  Synod 
session,  two  members  who  also 
hold  seats  in  Parliament  claimed 
sending  the  unamended  measure 
back  to  Parliament  represented  a 
rejection  of  traditional  Christian 
interpretations  of  marriage  as  a 
lifelong  commitment. 

But  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
Robert  Runcie,  primate  of  the 
Church  of  England,  disagreed: 
“There  should  be  no  doubt  about 
our  belief  in  the  life-long  nature  of 
marriage.  The  reasons  for  easier 
divorce  are  complex.  I  reject  the 
charge  that  we  shall  contribute  to 
it  (divorce)  by  this  measure.” 

In  an  angry  retort,  John  Gum- 
mer,  one  of  the  members  of  Par¬ 
liament,  said,  “Whatever  the 
archbishop  says,  if  this  goes  back 
to  the  House  of  Coratnqitt.vif&wi# 
be  seen  outside  as  weakening?  bur  * 
view  of  the  dissolubility  of  mar¬ 
riage  without  producing  a  general 
understanding  of  compassion.” 

John  Habgood,  archbishop  of 
York  and  second-ranking  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  hierarchy,  sup¬ 
ported  returning  the  unamended 
resolution,  saying,  “The  hope  is 
another  debate  at  another  time 
will  have  a  wider  group  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  Parliament  present,  who 
might  look  at  it  differentlv  ” 
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THANK  YOU 

from  the 

RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES  BOARD,  INC 

to  the  churches,  classes,  and  individuals 
that  gave  financial  support  to  this  ministry 
during  September  and  October. 

We  encourage  those  churches  that  have 
not  received  an  offering  to  do  so.  For 
individuals,  CHRISTMAS  is  an 
appropriate  time  to  send  GIFTS  “in 
memory  of’  or  “in  honor  of’  family 
members  or  friends.  Beat  the  rush  —  mail 
your  Christmas  gift  early  to: 


RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES 
BOARD,  INC. 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 


Housing  Louisiana  Retired  Ministers 


I  am  enclosing  a  contribution  of  $ - for: 

(check  one) 

_ Extended  Ministers  and  Administration 

_ Reserve  for  building  homes 

_ Undesignated 

As  a  memorial  to  - — 

In  honor  of  - - - 

Send  acknowledgment  to  - 

Address - — — - - 

My  name  and  address  is  - — 


My  church  is  - Pastor  - 

District - Date  - 

_ I  would  be  interested  in  donating  my  home 

or  other  property. 


RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES 
United  Methodist  Church 

Louisiana  Conference 


Alexandria  .. 

Amite . 

Baton  Rouge 

Belcher . 

Bernice  . 

Bossier  City 
Coushatta  ... 
Downsville  . 

Franklin . 

Hammond  .. 

Homer  . 

Iota  . 

Lafayette . 

Mansfield  ... 
Monroe . 


(1)  Minden . (2) 

(1)  Natchitoches  . (1) 

(2)  New  Orleans . ( 1 ) 

(1)  Pineville  . (1) 

(1)  Plaquemine  . (1) 

(3)  Ponchatoula  . (1) 

(1)  Rayville  . (2) 

(I)  Ruston . (5) 

( 1 )  plus  6  unit  apartment 

(1)  Shreveport . (1) 

(1)  West  Monroe . (1) 

(1)  Slidell . (1) 

(2)  Vivian . (1) 

(1)  West  Lake . (1) 

(1) 
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DECEMBER  1,  1989 


Alice  Barnett  and  |im  Collier  are  presented  their  awards  by  Rev. 
Ramsey. 


Church  Members  Honored 


On  Sunday,  October  29,  two  out¬ 
standing  members  of  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  were  rec¬ 
ognized  for  their  many  years  of  ser¬ 
vice,  commitment  and  loyalty  to 
the  Shreveport  church. 

Mrs.  Alice  “Sug”  Barnett  was 
presented  with  the  Outstanding 
Laywoman  of  the  Year  Award  and 
Mr.  Jim  Collier  was  presented  the 
Outstanding  Layman  of  the  Year 
Award. 

Mrs.  Barnett  has  been  a  member 
of  Broadmoor  since  1952,  having 
been  extremely  active  in  many  dif¬ 
ferent  capacities.  She  has  been  a 
past  president  of  the  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Women  and  taught  fifth  grade 
Sunday  School  for  many  years.  She 
has  served  on  the  Administrative 
Board  and  on  the  Council  of  Minis¬ 
tries.  Mrs.  Barnett  is  presently 
working  in  the  church  library. 

Mr.  Collier  has  been  employed  as 
Business  Manager  of  Broadmoor 
since  May  of  1959.  He  has  been  an 
integral  part  of  the  financial  man¬ 
agement  of  the  church  for  over  30 
years.  He  works  directly  with  the 
Finance  Committee  and  closely 
with  the  Board  of  Trustees  regard¬ 
ing  the  upkeep  and  maintenance  of 
the  grounds  and  the  buildings.  Rev. 
W.  Dwight  Ramsey  is  pastor  of  the 
Shreveport  church. 


Local  Chaplain  to  Appear  on 
'Catch  the  Spirit' 


Rev.  Bertrand  Griffin,  Chaplain 
at  Dixon  Correctional  Institute  in 
Jackson,  was  featured  in  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  death  penalty  the  week 
of  November  26  on  “Catch  the 
Spirit,"  the  national  television  se¬ 
ries  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Rev.  Griffin,  who  has  been  chap¬ 
lain  at  Dixon  since  1976,  spoke 
from  his  conviction  that  Christians 
can  never  justify  the  death  penalty. 
He  takes  the  position  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  death  penalty  needs  to 
be  “hammered  out  in  cold,  rational, 
reasonable  terms.”  “We  have  to 
deal  with  it  before  the  fact.” 

Appearing  with  Rev.  Griffin  in 
the  studio  discussion  was  Dr.  Cain 
Hope  Felder,  also  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  and  Professor  of  New 
Testament  Language  and  Literature 


at  Howard  University  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C. 

Prior  to  his  appointment  to  Dixon, 
Rev.  Griffin  was  chaplain  at  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  State  Penitentiary  for  five 
years.  In  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
he  serves  on  the  Conference  and  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  District  Boards  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Psychological  Evalua¬ 
tion  Team  for  Training  and  Orders. 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  a  30-minute 
program  that  tells  how  United 
Methodists  live  out  their  Christian 
faith,  airs  weekly  on  six  cable  net¬ 
works.  The  program,  which  has 
aired  continuously  since  January 
1986.  is  made  possible  by  the  Tele¬ 
communications  share  of  the  World 
Service  Fund.  The  program  is 
closed  captioned  for  hearing  im¬ 
paired  viewers. 


A  Season 
of  Waiting 


WJUUd  <OU 


Advent  is  the  season  of  waiting.  Each  year  commercial  enterprises 
push  the  celebration  of  Christmas  earlier  and  earlier. 


I  remember,  as  a  youth,  the  firetrucks  rolling  down  Main  Street  on 
the  Friday  after  Thanksgiving  and  putting  up  the  Christmas  decora¬ 
tions.  School  was  out  for  Thanksgiving  holiday  and  my  friends  and  I 
would  follow  the  trucks  and  cheer  the  first  signs  of  Christmas. 


We  now  begin  getting  Christmas  catalogs  in  early  September.  And 
the  malls  put  their  yuletide  decorations  up  the  day  after  Halloween. 
From  the  stores’  perspective,  I  understand,  because  Christmas  sales 
account  for  a  large  percentage  of  annual  proceeds. 


But  the  church  has  a  word  for  our  culture;  that  God  comes  to  us 
through  our  preparing  for  the  coming.  The  four  weeks  before  Christ¬ 
mas  is  the  season  of  Advent  —  a  time  of  waiting,  longing,  and  prepar¬ 
ing  for  the  birth  of  Jesus. 


There  is  a  new  Hispanic  hymn  in  our  new  Hymnal  entitled,  Toda  la 
Tierra.  The  English  translation  is  as  follows: 


All  earth  is  waiting  to  see  the  Promised  One, 
and  the  open  furrows,  the  sowing  of  the  Lord.  All  the 
world,  bound  and  struggling,  seeks  true  liberty;  it 
cries  out  for  justice  and  searches  for  the  truth. 


May  God  be  with  you  as  you  wait  upon  the  Lord  that  your  strength 
might  be  renewed. 


New  Program  Introduced  at  Emory 

Emory  University’s  Candler  SctiooFoTTheology  announces  formation  of 
a  Mississippi  satellite  of  its  Doctor  of  Ministry  program  beginning  the  Fall 
of  1990.  Seminars  will  be  held  at  a  location  determined  convenient  to  the 
majority  of  applicants. 

This  challenging  doctoral  program  is  offered  to  ministers  of  all  denomi¬ 
nations  with  superior  ministerial  and  intellectual  abilities.  It  seeks  to  culti¬ 
vate  ‘teachers  of  ministry’  in  the  church  who  can  lead  the  church’s  ongoing 
effort  to  renew  and  sustain  its  ministerial  vision  and  practice.  In  the  pro¬ 
gram  participants  combine  attention  to  ministry  as  a  whole  with  individ¬ 
ual  concentrations  in  interdisciplinary  and  interprofessional  concerns. 

Seminars  will  meet  in  two-day  monthly  sessions  each  fall  for  three  years. 
In  addition,  some  program  components  occur  on  the  Emory  campus  in  At¬ 
lanta,  while  participants  develop  others  in  their  local  context. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Dr.  William  Johnson  Everett 
Director,  Advanced  Studies 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
Emory  University 
Atlanta,  Georgia  30322 
Phone:  (404)  727-6346 


In  Memoriam 


Mrs.  Janie  L.  Franklin,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Clifford  E.  Franklin, 
died  November  9;  1989.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  Thomas  UMC 
in  Kenner. 


Rev.  Griffin  (right),  discusses  the  death  penalty  with  "Catch  the 
Spirit"  co-host  Anisa  Mehdi  in  a  program  which  aired  the  week  of 
November  26. 


The  Broadmoor  UMC  Youth  Hal¬ 
loween  Carnival  which  was  held  re¬ 
cently  collected  over  100  pounds  of 
canned  goods  for  the  food  pantry  at 
Istrouma  UMC.  This  annual  event  is 
offered  as  a  safe  alternative  Hallow¬ 
een  activity.  Children  brought  cans 
of  food  as  admission  to  the  carni¬ 
val.  The  youth  at  Broadmoor  have 
adopted  14  mission  projects  for  the 
89-90  school  year.  Dr.  Kenneth  R. 
Reed  is  pastor  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
church. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


“Epistles  to  the  Black  Church” 
was  the  theme  of  the  annual  Black 
Seminarians  Week  November  6-10 
held  at  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology  . 
All  events,  which  included  worship 
services,  panel  discussions,  and  a 
theatrical  production  titled  “Sing¬ 
ing  the  Lord’s  Song  in  the  Key  of 
Struggle,”  were  free  and  open  to  the 
public.  The  purpose  of  the  special- 
emphasis  week,  sponsored  by  Per¬ 
kins  Black  Seminarians,  was  to 
“focus  discussion  on  several  issues. 


Around  the  Conference 

M 


HOMECOMING  HELD  —  Members  of  St.  Luke's  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  recently  celebrated  their  first  homecoming  service.  Wel¬ 
come  banners  were  made  by  the  Sunday  School  classes.  Shown 
hanging  their  class  banner  are  Tammy  Runnels,  teacher;  Anna  Cata- 
lanello,  Rusti  Runnels,  and  Victoria  Dixon.  The  congregation  was 
delighted  by  the  banners  and  by  the  presence  of  so  many  members, 
friends,  former  members,  and  out  of  town  members.  The  service  of 
worship,  with  175  in  attendance,  was  followed  by  the  traditional 
homecoming  feast.  Rev.  Ken  Bowman  is  pastor. 


concerns,  and  problems  with  the 
Black  church,  with  a  view  toward 
some  practical  ways  to  respond,” 
said  Joe  C.  Palmore,  president  of 
the  student  group. 


The  “Louisiana  Chapter”  of  the 
National  Camping  Methodist  was 
formed  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Cen¬ 
ter  November  3-5,  1989.  The  chap¬ 
ter  is  to  be  named:  Louisiana  Bayou 
State  Chapter  15.  Jim  Moody,  Na¬ 
tional  Membership  Secretary  of  the 
N.C.M.  was  on  hand  for  the  forma¬ 
tion  event.  Newly  elected  officers 
include:  Gene  Allen,  President,  Sul¬ 
phur;  Eugene  .Broussard,  Wagon- 
master,  Moss  Bluff;  Susie  Floyd, 
Secretary.  LeBIanc;  Harold  Brown, 
Treasurer,  Jennings;  Darryl  A.  Tate, 
Chaplain.  Kinder;  and  Joan  Miller, 
Historian.  Ville  Platte.  The  above 
individuals  will  be  installed  Sun¬ 
day.  January  7,  1990  at  Kinder 
UMC  by  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  Lake 
Charles  District  Superintendent. 

*  *  * 

The  youth  of  Ingleside  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  recently  invited  every¬ 
one  to  a  Worship  of  “HOPE"  ser¬ 
vice.  During  this  time,  the  youth 


department  conducted  a  special  Sun 
day  morning  worship  service  whic] 
included  a  multi-media  presenta 
tion,  special  music,  and  dream 
for  the  church's  1990  service  proj 
ects.  This  was  a  time  for  worshij 
and  fellowship.  Dr.  James  R 
Schaub  is  pastor. 


Tuesday,  December  5  First  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge  will  hold  its  XYZ 
Bazaar  from  8  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  in  the 
church  gym.  Ceramics,  toys,  quilts 
and  handwoven  items,  in  addition 
to  Christmas  decorations  will  be  on 
display.  Lunch  will  also  be  avail¬ 
able.  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  is  pastor. 


Pendleton 
Special  Page 
on 

Page  6 


CHARGE  CONFERENCE  —  The  Charge  Conference  for  Gonzales 
UMC  and  Meadows  Chapel  UMC  was  recently  held  in  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  of  Gonzales  UMC.  Presiding  over  the  meeting  was  Baton 
Rouge  District  Superintendent  Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  conference  meeting  a  reception  was  held  in  honor  of  Dr. 
Calvin  and  his  wife,  Mae.  Pictured  are  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ken  Jacocks 
and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Calvin.  Rev.  Jacocks  is  pastor  of  the  two  churches. 


NEW  APPROACH  —  This  Junior  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  from  First  Church,  Amite,  is  collecting  canned  foods  for  the 
church  food  pantry.  A  "scavenger  hunt"  has  been  planned  to  en¬ 
courage  community  participation  in  this  worthwhile  endeavor.  The 
youth  will  be  having  fun,  as  well  as  helping  needy  families  in  the 
community.  This  youth  group  has  an  average  weekly  attendance  of 
24,  and  the  congregation  is  extremely  proud  of  them.  Rev.  Ken  Irby 
is  pastor. 


X 


MINI  AND  MIGHTY  —  Members  of  the  Mini  and  Mighty  Method¬ 
ists  (Children's  Choirs)  of  First  UMC  in  Leesville  recently  hosted  a 
banquet  honoring  five  long-time  members  of  the  church,  and  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted.  The  children  prepared  the  dinner,  deco¬ 
rated  the  tables,  served  the  meal,  and  provided  entertainment  for 
their  guests.  The  event  was  organized  by  Children's  Coordinator 
Beth  Leeder  who  was  assisted  by  numerous  parents. 


JUST  SAY  NO  The  Acolytes  of  First  UMC,  Leesville  recently  pa 
ticipated  in  the  national  Red  Ribbon  Campaign.  The  group  spot 
out  against  drugs  first  by  placing  red  ribbons  on  the  front  doors  < 
the  church.  They  also  designed  mini-posters,  which  were  placed  c 
grocery  bags  to  be  used  by  a  local  convenience  store.  They  involve 
all  of  the  children  of  the  church,  by  letting  them  color  the  posters  . 
their  annual  Autumn  Festival  sponsored  by  the  church.  The  lead< 
of  the  group  is  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted,  and  the  sponsor  is  Sally  Rose 
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Letters  to  the  Editor : 


!1 


■  .  y  ) 


I  question  lifetime  tenure  for  bishops 


The  Nov.  10  issue  carried  an  arti¬ 
cle  headlined,  “Some  bishops  say: 
Don’t  guarantee  appointments." 

While  I  concur  with  the  bishops’ 
thesis,  I’d  go  one  step  further:  Don’t 
guarantee  the  bishops  tenure,  either. 

There  are  plenty  of  “sins”  in  both 
clergy  categories,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  more  correct  to  say  that  our  mem- 

■  bership  needs  to  review  our  whole 
church  structure  and  discipline  and 
make  changes  that  are  long  overdue. 

It’s  well-known  that  some  of  our 
ministers  do  more  harm  than  good. 
While  pastor-parish  committees  are 
supposed  to  take  corrective  action, 
that  doesn’t  always  work. 

How  do  those  bad  ones  become 
ministers  in  the  first  place?  Some¬ 
thing’s  wrong.  This  whole  area  of 
our  church  mechanism  needs  study. 

Bishops  get  elected  based  primar¬ 
ily  on  their  preaching  ability — and 
the  fact  that  they  usually  have  a 
good  record  of  increasing  church 

■  memberships. 

Now  they  become  bishops  and 
suddenly  they  are  thrust  into  a  very 
new  environment,  one  primarily  of 

•  administration,  not  preaching. 

They’ve  had  very  little,  if  any, 

•  business  training,  yet  our  church  is, 
indeed,  big  business. 

Robert  Mateer 
Natick,  Massachusetts 

Bishops  are  overdue 

The  bishops’  saying,  “Don’t  guar¬ 
antee  appointments,”  is  long  over¬ 
due  (see  UMR,  Nov.  10). 

When  I  was  a  district  superinten¬ 
dent.  a  consistent  comment  to  my 
wife  after  cabinet  meetings  was, 
“We  don’t  deal  with  the  tough 


stuff,"  namely  ineffective  pastors. 

However,  after  serving  under 
four  bishops,  I  think  it  would  be 
wise  to  do  away  with  electing  bish¬ 
ops  for  life  even  as  we  do  away  with 
guaranteed  appointments. 

Some  bishops’  sense  of  power 
and  the  security  of  the  office  have 
short-circuited  their  motivation  as  a 
servant  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  institu¬ 
tion  has  made  a  greater  claim. 

John  N.  Grenfell  Jr. 

Plymouth,  Michigan 

Adoption  isn't  simple 

I  write  in  response  to  L.B. 
Brown’s  letter  in  the  Nov.  10  issue 
headlined,  “Adoption  suggested.” 

As  an  adoptive  parent  and  a  pro¬ 
life  supporter,  I  can  say  that  Mr. 
Brown  speaks  from  a  position  of  ig¬ 
norance  when  suggesting  the  answer 
to  abortion  is  adoption. 

To  adopt,  my  wife  and  I  had  to 
undergo  a  rigorous  screening  proce¬ 
dure  to  weed  out  candidates.  Then 
after  several  months  we  were  finally 
accepted. 

After  a  2'/!-year  wait  we  finally 
were  able  to  get  our  son.  The  process 
cost  thousands  of  dollars.  The  adop¬ 
tion  agency  had  abdut  250  couples 
waiting  at  all  times  for  a  child. 

Millions  of  childless  couples  are 
waiting  now  to  adopt.  Prospective 
parents  are  not  the  problem. 

If  the  killing  of  “inconvenient” 
children  were  stopped,  there  would 
be  plenty  of  children  to  adopt  and 
plenty  of  prospective  parents  to 
adopt  them. 

Stephen  Williamson 
Downsville,  Louisiana 


Commandment  is  direct 

John  B.  Gill’s  Nov.  10  “Here  I 
Stand"  article  headlined,  “It  should 
be  possible  to  back  ‘choice’  and 
‘life,’  ”  states  that  although  Jesus 
^Said  divorce  is  ethically  and  morally 
evil,  there  are  times  when  it  must  be 
tolerated.  As  much  as  1  hate  to,  I 
must  agree. 

However,  when  he  states  that  Je¬ 
sus  never  addressed  abortion  direct¬ 
ly,  he  is  totally  wrong.  What  can  be 
more  direct  than  the  sixth  com¬ 
mandment:  “Thou  shall  not  kill”? 

Forrest  H.  Passer 
Wells, -Minnesota 

Why  the  doublespeak? 

We  United  Methodists  must  be 
trying  to  rival  the  government  and 
its  doublespeak  or  educators  with 
their  particular  lingo. 

I  gagged  slightly  when  we 
changed  “commission,”  which  is 
composed  of  people,  to  “Work  Area 
on  . . which  is  made  up  of  sub¬ 
ject  matter. 

But  now  I  read  of  a  “sympo¬ 
sium.”  What’s  the  matter  with  un¬ 
varnished  “meeting”?  What’s  this 
about  “discussion  facilitators”? 
What’s  wrong  with  plain  “modera¬ 
tor"  or  “leader”? 

Have  we  gone  completely  mad? 
Good  grief! 

Fletcher  Croom 
Houston,  Texas 

Key  passages  ignored 

A  recent  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
about  our  book  “Wisdom’s  Feast”  ig¬ 
nores  key  biblical  passages  about  So- 


What  others  are  saying= 


"The  most  addictive  drug  among 
the  American  people  last  year  was 
responsible  for  the  deaths  of 
390,000  Americans.  It  saddens  me 
to  know  that  more  Colombians  died 
last  year  from  American  cigarettes 
than  Americans  died  from  Colom¬ 
bian  cocaine.” 

— Former  President  Jimmy  Carter 
speaking  at  Emory  University  to 
church  leaders  about  the  Gospel  and 
healing 

Hr  ★  Hr 

“Both  fundamentalists  and  bibli¬ 


cal  scholars  err  when  they  insist  that 
the  Bible  makes  sense  apart  from 
community.  ...  You  must  remem¬ 
ber  the  church  worshiped  Jesus  be¬ 
fore  it  had  the  New  Testament.  The 
church  is  prior  to  the  Scripture. 
Without  the  church,  there  is  no 
Scripture.” 

— Stanley  Hauerwas,  Duke  Univer¬ 
sity  professor  of  theological  ethics 

Hr  Hr  * 

“We  raise  up  great  preachers,  but 
then  cut  them  down  with  great  vi¬ 
ciousness.  We  want  leaders,  but 


we  re  a  denomination  unwilling  to 
follow  anyone  anywhere.” 

— The  Rev.  Thomas  A.  “Andy” 
Langford  III,  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship. 

*  Hr  * 

“I  long  to  get  beyond  the  ‘I’m 
i right,  you’re  wrong!’  traffic  in  the 
pro-choice  vs.  pro-life  conflict.  I  long 
to  see  if  we  can’t  talk  with,  and  help, 
one  another  to  understand  why  this 
issue  is  so  central  among  us  today.” 

— Elizabeth  McAlister,  founding 
member  of  Jonah  House,  Baltimore 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Luke  8:25) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  3 

Monday:  Psalms  1 22 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  2:1-4 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  2:5-1 1 
Thursday:  Matthew  24:36-44 
Friday:  Matthew  24:45-5 1 
Saturday:  Romans  13:8-10 
Sunday:  Romans  13:11-14 


My  Witn^cc 

A  loving  God  gives  us  time 
to  grow ,  mature  in  faith  ’ 


By  FAYE  COUCH  REEVES 

When  1  was  a  child,  I  visited  my 
aunt’s  downtown  Presbyterian 
church.  Located  on  a  busy  street, 
there  was  a  large  sign  at  the  comer 
that  read:  “Watch  out  for  Pedestri¬ 
ans!" 

However,  being  a  young  reader,  I 
thought  the  sign  said:  “Watch  out 
for  Presbyterians!” 

I  remember  walking  out  of  the 
church  with  eyes  open  wide,  waiting 
for  one  of  those  apparently  reckless 
Presbyterians  to  go  running  out  into 
that  intersection. 

1  can  laugh  now,  especially  with 
my  Presbyterian  friends,  about  this 
misunderstanding.  It  occurred  be¬ 
cause  I  was  a  child. 

The  same  kind  of  misunderstand¬ 
ing  can  occur  when  we  are  yet  chil¬ 
dren  in  our  faith. 

As  a  young  Christian,  I  remember 
the  relief  I  felt  in  reading  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  finding  that  the  Lord 
would  give  me  no  burden  greater 
than  I  could  bear. 

I  could  see, a  clear  path  ahead  of 
me  because  our  Father  in  heaven 
surely  knew  what  a  weakling  I  was. 
There  could  be  no  hurt,  no  loss,  no 
pain  for  someone  with  my  small 
amount  of  strength. 

After  years  of  life  as  we  all  know 
it,  with  .its  burdens  large  and  small, 
years  of  growing  and  praying,  I  fi¬ 
nally  understood  that  the  Lord 
does,  indeed,  give  us  no  more  than 
we  can  bear. 


phia  and  Wisdom  (see  UMR,  Oct.  6). 

“Sophia"  is  the  Greek  work  for 
“Wisdom.”  Many  biblical  texts  speak 
of  the  Wisdom  of  God  as  a  female 
figure.  In  Proverbs  8:1,7  we  read,  for 
instance,  “She  cries  . . .  ‘Take  my  in¬ 
struction  rather  than  silver  and 
knowledge  rather  than  choice  gold.’  ” 
She  is  a  personification  of  God 
with  whom  we  are  invited  to  have 
spiritual  relationship.  Proverbs 
3:16-17  says,  “Long  life  is  in  her 
right  hand;  in  her  left  hand  are  rich¬ 
es  and  honor.  Her  ways  are  ways  of 
pleasantness,,  and  her  paths  are 
peace.  She  is  a  tree  of  life  to  those 
who  lay  hold  of  her.” 

According  to  the  Scriptures,  she 
is  with  God  at  the  creation  of  the 
world.  Part  of  an  extended  descrip¬ 
tion  of  her  at  creation  in  Proverbs  8 
includes  her  proclaiming,  “I  was  set 
up  at  the  first,  before  the  beginning 
of  the  earth.  ...  I  was  beside  him 
like  a  master  workman,  and  I  was 
his  daily  delight.” 

•  She  is  a  divine  spirit  that  we  cele¬ 
brate  in  our  United  Methodist  hym¬ 
nal:  “She  is  a  breath  of  the  power  of 
God,  and  a  pure  emanation  of  the 
glory  of  the  Almighty”  (Hymn  112). 

Wisdom/Sophia  was  important  to 
Jesus  in  His  ministry.  When  He  de¬ 
fended  Himself  and  John  the  Bap¬ 
tist,  He  identified  Himself  as  her 
child,  "Wisdom  is  justified  by  all 
her  children"  (Luke  7:35). 

We  celebrate  Jesus  as  divine  Wis¬ 
dom  in  our  hymn,  “O  Come,  O 
Come,  Emmanuel,”  when  we  sing,  “O 
Come,  Thou  Wisdom  from  on  high, 
and  order  all  things,  far  and  high.  To 
us  the  path  of  knowledge  show,  and 
cause  us  in  her  ways  to  go.” 

Susan  Cady  and  Hal  Taussig 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
” Letters  to  the  Editor ,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Therefore,  since  we  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  so  great  a  cloud  of  wit¬ 
nesses,  let  us  also  lay  aside  every 
weight  and  sin  that  clings  so  closely, 
and  let  us  run  with  perseverance  the 
race  that  is  set  before  us.”  (RSV) 


Witness”  is  a  column 
through  which  Re¬ 
porter  readers 
may  share  mean- 
'JM  M  ingful  experiences 
('Mk  -*i  mi  Christian 

Ms  life.  Faye  Couch 
HHff  Reeves  is  a  mem¬ 

ber  of  St.  John's  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mex. 
(New  Mexico  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to:  "My  Witness,"  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Our  loving  Father  gives  us  no 
more  than  we  can  bear  because  God 
will  never  ask  us  to  bear  our  bur¬ 
dens  alone. 

Any  one  who  has  ever  suffered 
pain  or  loss  and  turned  to  God  can 
tell  you  that  He  will  hold  you  up 
and  if  need  be,  carry  you. 

I  imagine  that  there  are  many 
things  in  the  Bible  that  I  read  with 
the  eyes  of  a  child.  I  know  that  God 
has  not  given  up  on  me. 

As  a  loving  parent,  God  will  wait 
and  allow  me  to  grow  and  learn.  I 
will  make  mistakes,  there  will  be 
misunderstandings. 

But  1  pray  with  thanks  every  day 
to  the  Father, who  forgives  my  sins, 
my  trespasses  . . .  and  my  misunder¬ 
standings. 


Faithfully  yours  — 

Giving  others  a  'reward' 
is  good,  godly  thing  to  do 


It  was  only  a  token,  a  $25  thank- 
you  check  I  sent  to  the  folks  at  the 
Indiana  restaurant  who  found  and 
returned  the  credit , 
card  I  left  on  their  I 
counter  while  on  [ 
vacation  last  sum-  V  .yf  »» 

The  check  cleared 
my  account  re-^^K  ~ 
cently.  Hand-writ- 1 

ten  on  the  back,  ...  . 

...  John  Lovelace 

just  below  the  en¬ 
dorsement,  was  this  message: 

“First  reward  in  37  years  of  oper¬ 
ation.  Thank  you  very  much.” 

The  writer — the  restaurant  owner, 
presumably — had  no  way  to  know 
how  personal  that  word  would  be. 

I,  too,  have  been  “in  operation”  for 
37  years.  That’s  how  long  ago  I  tucked 
a  college  diploma  under  my  arm  and 
started  work  for  a  newspaper. 

My  Indiana  correspondent  and  I 
must  have  different  definitions  of 
“reward."  I  can’t  imagine,  let  alone 
count,  how  many  “rewards”  I  have 
had  and  continue  to  have  in  jour¬ 
nalism  and,  for  most  of  those  years, 
religious  journalism. 

The  privilege  to  write  a  little  per¬ 
sonal  column  like  this  one,  for  in¬ 
stance.  That’s  a  reward.  And  the 


occasional  cards  or  notes  or  face-to- 
face  confirmations  from  a  reader 
pile  reward  upon  reward. 

But  what  kind  of  “reward"  can  a 
restaurant  manager  expect?  How 
many  left-behind  stuffed  toys  or 
glasses  or  purses  or  billfolds  or  um¬ 
brellas  or  jewelry  can  he  be  expect¬ 
ed  to  forward — postage-paid,  of 
course! — to  grateful  but  expression¬ 
less  rightful  owners  without  feeling 
some  sense  of  purposelessness? 

Lacking  that,  why  can’t  someone 
simply  say  on  the  way  out  of  the. 
guy’s  place,  “Man,  that’s  the  best 
chocolate  pie  I  ever  ate”?  Couldn’t 
he  count  a  good  word — a  godly 
word,  perhaps — as  a  reward? 

The  Scriptures  tell  us  that  a  “well 
done”  seemed  an  ample  reward  in 
the  instance  of  one  servant,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  that’s  the  implied  “reward” 
in  the  often-told  story  of  the  good 
Samaritan. 

When  1  told  my  wife  about  the 
handwritten  note  on  the  returned 
check,  she  said,  “That  ought  to 
make  you  feel  good.” 

Indeed  it  does.  Kinda  rewarding, 
to  tell  you  the  truth. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  managing  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


Take  the 


MISSION  QUIZ 


Which  missionary  couple 
serves  in  the  African 
country  of  Zaire? 


McCurdy  Schools  are  in 
which  state? 


□  Edith  &  Richard  Schlsler 

□  Diane  &  Ronald  Ray 
EH  Elizabeth  &  Hugh  Frazer 


□ 

□ 

O  West  Virginia 


New  Mexico 
Texas 


O  Christian  Education 
D  Evangelism 
CH  Public  Health 


O  What  type  of  mission 

programs  does  The  United 
Methodist  Church  have  in 
Gujarat  Conference,  India?  □  aii  of  the  above 

If  you  answered  all  the  above  questions  correctly, 
you  probably  already  have  the  1989  Prayer  Calen¬ 
dar.  If  not,  learn  more  about  the  mission  programs 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  by  sending  for 
your  new  1990  Prayer  Calendar. 

Order  the  Prayer  Calendar  (#1499) 
@  $5.00  plus  postage  and  handling 
from:  SERVICE  CENTER,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  7820 
Reading  Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 


:  watch 


FAVORITE  HYMN?:  What  are  your 
three  favorite  hymns?  Nationally  syndicated 
newspaper  columnist  George  R.  Plagenz  wants 
to  know.  No  ballot  is  needed.  Send  Mr.  Plagenz 
your  list  of  favorites — no  more  than  three — at 
HYMNS,  P.O.  Box  327,  Columbus,  Ohio 
43216.  He  is  to  report  results  of  his  informal 
poll  via  his  column  and  special  releases  to  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

STOP  KHMER  ROUGE:  The  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Church’s  Governing  Board  has 
called  upon  the  U.S.  government  to  “abandon 
policies  that  support  the  Khmer  Rouge  and  that 
increase  the  possibility  of  continued  warfare  in 
Cambodia."  The  Khmer  Rouge  is  the  military 
power  base  of  deposed  Cambodian  dictator  Pol 
Pot.  The  273-member  board’s  resolution  was 
adopted  in  Pittsburgh  during  the  ecumenical 
agency’s  annual  meeting  Nov.  15-17.  The  reso¬ 
lution  chided  the  U.S.  government  for  the  “im¬ 
morality”  of  its  policy  toward  Cambodia. 

MONITORING  ELECTIONS:  U.S 

Sen.  Richard  G.  Lugar,  R-lnd„  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  has  been  named  by  President  Bush  to  co¬ 
chair  a  20-member  U.S. 
congressional  delegation 
monitoring  February’s  pres¬ 
idential  election  in  Nicara¬ 
gua.  According  to  the  White 
House,  the  observer  group 
plans  to  make  several  trips 
to  Nicaragua  in  the  100 
days  leading  up  to  the  coun¬ 
try’s  elections  to  observe  Richard  Lugar 
voter  registration  and  election  campaigning  and 
preparation.  Mr.  Lugar  is  an  active  member  of 
St.  Lukes  United  Methodist  Church  in  India¬ 
napolis. 

SHARING  DEBATED:  Racism  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  conflict  over 
shared  facilities  topped  the  list  of  concerns  at  a  re¬ 
cent  meeting  of  the  National  Federation  of  Asian- 
American  United  Methodists.  Sharing  facilities 
with  other  congregations — mainly  white — is  the 
primary  means  for  developing  new  Asian-Ameri- 
can  congregations  within  the  denomination.  But 
conflicts  between  such  sharing  congregations  con¬ 
tinue  to  escalate,  they  also  contended. 

IT'S  ALL  FOR  CHARITY:  The  U.S. 

Supreme  Court  has  agreed  to  hear  a  case 
brought  by  parents  who  want  to  report  money 
contributed  directly  to  their  sons  as  a  tax-de¬ 
ductible  charitable  contribution.  Harold  and 
Enid  Dayis,  a  Mormon  couple  from  Idaho,  pro¬ 
vided  financial  support  in  1980  and  1981  for 
two  of  their  sons  who  were  selected  as  mission¬ 
aries  by  the  Mormon  Church.  When  the  couple 
attempted  to  deduct  the  money  as  charitable 
contributions,  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  re¬ 
jected  the  claim.  A  federal  district  court  agreed 
that  a  donation  shouldn’t  be  considered  for  the 
,  use  of  a  church  unless  the  church  exercises  con¬ 
trol  over  use  of  the  contribution. 

MORE  SUPPORT:  At  least  18  United 
Methodist  bishops  and  executive  staff  members 
from  two  UM  agencies  signed  a  recent  newspaper 
advertisement  supporting  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  strike  against  the  Pittston  Coal  Co.  The  adver¬ 
tisement,  signed  by  314  religious  leaders  from  20 
denominations,  ran  in  newspapers  circulated  in 
coal  fields  of  Virginia  and  West  Virginia  and  in 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  Pittston’s  headquarters.  The 
strike  began  in  April  when  mineworkers  claimed 
the  company  had  wrongfully  cut  off  benefits  to  re¬ 
tirees,  widows  and  disabled  miners  when  their 
contract  expired  in  1988.  Pittston  officials  have 
denied  the  charges,  saying  that  benefits  “were  not 


UMs  join  protest  of  U.S.  aid  to  El  Salvador 

Church  officials  condemn  attacks 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  joined  other 
U.S.  religious  groups  last  week  in 
protesting  continued  U.S.  involve¬ 
ment  in  El  Salvador  as  attacks  in¬ 
creased  against  church  workers  in 
the  Central  American  country. 

Officials  of  the  denomination’s 
missions  and  social-action  boards 
sent  letters  to  President  Bush  con¬ 
demning  the  El  Salvador  violence. 

Writing  to  the  president  were 
the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman,  chief 
executive  of  the  World  Program 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of 


Global  Ministries,  and  the  Rev. 
Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  chief 
executive  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

Both  letters  repudiated  the 
Nov.  15  murders  of  six  Jesuit 
priests,  their  housekeeper  and 
her  daughter. 

Among  the  letters’  requests  were: 

V  An  immediate  cease-fire  be¬ 
tween  Salvadoran  army  and 
guerrilla  forces.  (Late  last  week, 
Salvadoran  President  Alfredo 
Cristiani  refused  an  FMLN  offer 
of  a  cease-fire). 

f  Immediate  halt  to  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  aid  to  El  Salvador. 


on  missionaries/  call  for  cease-fire  in  letters  to  Bush 

/  An  independent  investiga¬ 
tion  into  the  murders  of  the  Jesu¬ 
its  and  the  two  women. 

•f  Release  of  all  religious  work¬ 
ers  held  in  detention. 

United  Methodists’  efforts  re¬ 
garding  the  Salvadoran  situation 
were  intensified  by  attacks  on 
church  workers  and  mission  sta¬ 
tions  in  El  Salvador. 

Lutheran,  Baptist  and  Episco¬ 
pal  churches  have  been  raided, 
searched  and  surrounded  by  gov¬ 
ernment  troops. 

Salvadoran  sources  said  the 
government  contends  that  the 
church  workers,  by  their  humani¬ 


tarian  efforts,  are  leftist  sympa¬ 
thizers  aiding  guerrilla  forces 
known  as  the  FMLN. 

The  Rev.  Alford  W.W.  Al¬ 
phonse  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  said  that  Nan¬ 
cy  Boye,  the  denomination's  sole 
missionary  in  El  Salvador,  was 
unharmed  as  of  Nov.  2 1 . 

Dr.  Alphonse  said  that  Ms. 
Boye  was  continuing  her  work 
with  outreach  programs  through 
the  Baptist  Association  and  Em¬ 
manuel  Baptist  Church  in  San 
Salvador,  the  capital.  El  Salvador 
has  no  Methodist  churches. 


Emmanuel  Baptist  is  one  of  the 
dozen  or  so  churches  reportedly 
raided  by  Salvadoran  soldiers. 

Meanwhile,  United  Methodists 
in  the  United  States  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  pressure  President  Bush  to 
halt  Salvadoran  aid,  said  the  Rev. 
L.  Robert  McClean  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

"The  president  feels  he  has  the 
country  behind  him  on  aid  to  El 
Salvador,”  said  Mr.  McClean.  “I 
don’t  feel  he  does,  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  calling  our  office 
certainly  aren't  with  President 
Bush  on  this  issue.” 


Salvadoran  army 
bombs  sister  church 
of  U.S.  congregations 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

A  Salvadoran  sister  congrega¬ 
tion  of  two  United  Methodist 
churches  has  been  virtually  oblit¬ 
erated  by  violence  in  El  Salvador. 

The  150-acre  parish  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  Maria  Madre  de  Los 
Pobres  (Mary,  Mother  of  the 
Poor)  has  been  bombed  into  rub¬ 
ble  by  the  Salvadoran  army,  said 
the  Rev.  John  B.  Soper  last  week. 

Mr.  Soper  is  pastor  of  Holy  Cov¬ 
enant  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Carrollton,  Texas.  Holy  Covenant 
is  a  partner  congregation  of  the  Sal¬ 
vadoran  Roman  Catholic  parish 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  20). 

Another  United  Methodist 
congregation.  Northaven  of  Dal¬ 
las,  also  has  a  relationship  with 
the  Salvadoran  congregation. 

“Madre  de  los  Pobres  became 
a  battlefield  [of  recent  fighting 
between  government  forces  and 
guerrillas],”  Mr.  Soper  said. 

The  Salvadoran  army  bombed 


the  neighborhood  even  though 
the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of 
San  Salvador  had  designated  the 
area  a  sanctuary,  Mr.  Soper  said. 

“The  military  drove  150  refu¬ 
gees  out  of  the  clinic  and  bombed 
the  building  to  the  ground,”  he 
said.  “Reports  tell  us  that  the 
20,000  people  who  lived  in  the 
parish  have  fled  to  the  inner  city.” 

Madre  de  los  Pobres’  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Daniel  Sanchez,  was 
shot  at  by  troops  when  he  tried  to 
protect  the  refugees,  Mr.  Soper 
continued. 

Government  forces  threatened 
to  kill  Father  Sanchez,  Mr.  Soper 
said,  but  the  priest,  a  Spanish  cit¬ 
izen,  fled  to  safety  in  Madrid. 

As  to  the  fate  of  the  parishio¬ 
ners  of  Madre  de  los  Pobres,  the 
United  Methodists  of  Holy  Cov¬ 
enant  and  Northaven  can  only 
wait  and  pray,  he  continued. 

“We're  anxious  and  wondering 
what’s  the  next  step,”  Mr.  Soper 
said. 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY  PHOTO  BY  STEVE  BROCKWELL 

WASHINGTON — )im  Winkler  (at  microphone)  leads  an  ecumenical  service  Nov.  21  in  memory 
of  six  Jesuit  priests  slain  two  weeks  ago  in  El  Salvador.  Mr.  Winkler,  a  staff  member  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  representatives  of  other  denominations 
planned  the  memorial  service  on  the  steps  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  to  protest  continued  U.S.  military 
aid  to  El  Salvador. 


FBI  reports  top  list  of  bishops'  anti-drug  resources 


DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
What  will  be  the  role  of  the  72 
United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  United  States  in  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  anti-drug 
war  next  year? 

That  question  will  be  answered 
when  each  of  the  49  U.S. -based 
bishops  unveils  new  resources  for 
regional  substance-abuse  pro¬ 
grams  during  the  1990s. 

The  resources  include  compre¬ 
hensive  reports  about  the  drug 
problem  in  each  episcopal  area 
and  a  list  of  model  anti-drug  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  nation.  The  materials 
are  intended  to  help  local  congre¬ 
gations  start  drug-abuse  programs. 


The  resources  have  been  com¬ 
piled  from  government,  social- 
service  and  church-sponsored 
agencies. 

Bishops  are  to  begin  sharing  in¬ 
formation  from  these  resources  in 
each  annual  conference  during 
January.  They  are  to  report  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  next  Novem¬ 
ber  on  how  the  church  intends  to 
fight  drugs  in  their  episcopal  areas. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  Area),  director  of  a 
special  episcopal  anti-drug  proj¬ 
ect,  asked  the  United  Methodist 
mission  board  and  social-action 
agency  to  provide  the  resources 
to  each  bishop. 

His  goal  was  to  help  other 
bishops  prepare  to  use  what  he 
learns  from  a  yearlong  demon¬ 


stration  project  in  Washington  in 
anti-drug  efforts  across  the 
church  and  nation. 

Resources  include: 

•f  Newspaper  clippings  gath¬ 
ered  by  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  from  each 
bishop’s  area.  The  clippings  give 
specific  examples  of  drug  abuse. 

•f  Confidential  FBI  reports 
listing  drug  and  drug-related  fire¬ 
arms  arrests  in  each  state  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

•f  The  name  of  the  state  direc¬ 
tor  of  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse 
and  a  drug-abuse  profile  for  each 
state  in  a  bishop's  episcopal  area. 

A  new  Advance  Special  proj¬ 
ect  called  “National  Mission  Re¬ 
sponse  to  Bishops’  Initiative  or 


the  Drug  Crisis.”  The  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  initiated 
this  opportunity  for  designated 
"second-mile”  mission  giving. 
The  goal  for  1 990-92  is  S 1 00,000. 
The  project  number  is  982598-1. 

•f  National  seminars  on  drug 
abuse  ministries  led  next  year  by 
the  Black  Community  Develop¬ 
ers  network  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  The  net¬ 
work  has  alerted  bishops  to  new 
abused  substances  on  the  illegal 
drug  scene  in  addition  to  mari¬ 
juana,  cocaine,  crack  and  crank. 

/  Information  on  model  anti¬ 
drug  projects  in  Atlanta,  Seattle, 
Philadelphia  and  Hulbert,  Mich. 
They  are  associated  with  the  mis¬ 
sion  board's  “Children  and 


CLASSIFIED 

THE  METHODIST  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL  in 
Ohio  announces  two  openings  in  Church  History.  At 
least  one  is  to  begin  Fall  1990.  Both  arc  tenure  track 
but  one  may  be  a  junior  level  appointment.  The  suc¬ 
cessful  candidates  will  be  prepared  to  teach  in  the  ba¬ 
sic  areas  of  church  history  in  a  seminary  context.  Spe¬ 
cializations  desired  include  Afro-American  religious 
history  and  Methodist  history.  Review  of  applica¬ 
tions  will  begin  January  1  and  continue  until  the  posi¬ 
tions  are  filled.  (Interviews  by  invitation  at  AAR). 
Dean  Frederick  C.  Tiffany,  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Ohio,  3081  Columbus  Pike,  Delaware,  OH 
4301 5.  AA/EOE 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  1500- 
member  suburban  growing  church.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume:  Richard 
Jones,  United  Methodist  Church  of  Whitefish  Bay, 
819  E.  Silver  Spring  Dr.,  Milwaukee,  WI  53217. 
(414)964-2424. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH.  2400-mem- 
ber  UMC.  Responsible  for  total  program  develop¬ 
ment/implementation  sixth  grade-college.  Position 
available  December  1 7.  Lay  or  ordained  persons  ac¬ 
ceptable.  Resume:  Robert  Smalley,  3420  Woodstonc 
Place,  Augusta,  GA  30909. 

QUINCY,  ILLINOIS,  UNION  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  is  seeking  a  full-time  person  with  dual  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  education  and  evangelism  or  evange¬ 
lism  and  director  of  music  program  including  chil- 
dren,  youth  and  adult  choirs.  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable  depending  on  experience  and  education. 
Position  available  January  1 .  Please  send  resume  to 
Dr.  Donald  L  Batz,  1 101  State  St„  Quincy,  IL  62301 
or  for  additional  information  call  (217)  223-6062. 
During  oflice  hours  (2 1 4)  630-0079. 

WANTED  PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth. 

Si 0,000.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  125 
North  Lakcvicw  Avc.,  Winter  Garden,  FL  34787. 
(407)  656-2976. 

DIRECTOR  OF  OH  LOREN’S  MINISTRIES.  Full¬ 
time  position  in  growing  2500-member  church.  Coor¬ 
dinate  Sunday  School  and  activities  for  preschool 
and  elementary  children.  Salary  negotiable.  Hiring 
immediately.  Send  resume  to:  Wynn  McGregor, 
West  End  United  Methodist  Church,  2200  West 
End.  Avc.,  Nashville,  TN  37203. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR/ORGANIST 
needed.  1 700-member  church  in  El  Paso,  Texas.  Co¬ 
ordinate.  conduct  graded  choirs,  handbells.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resume:  Don  Foreman,  Trinity-First 
UMC,  8 1 0  N.  Oregon,  El  Paso,  TX  79902. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY,  Euro¬ 
pean  tours:  July  16-29,  August  14-25.  Confirmed 
tickets.  Host  experienced  12  years.  Write:  Rev.  Ralph 
Lawrence,  4192  Tattcnham,  Boise,  ID  83704. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED  for  multi-staff 
church  in  Houston.  Position  responsible  for  full 
youth  program  working  with  Youth  Council.  Strong 
counselor  support  with  parental  support.  Active  pro¬ 
gram  with  possibility  of  rapid  growth.  Experience 
necessary.  Must  be  creative,  energetic  and  want  high 
intensity  program.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev.  James 
McPhail,  Sr.,  Pastor,  West  University  UMC,  3611 
University  Blvd.,  Houston,  TX  77005.  Immediate 
opening. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  Church. 

Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 
available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’  National 
Referral  Service.  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Huntington,  WV 
257060036. 

ATTENTION  CHURCH  BOARD  (Church  Secre¬ 
tary).  “Riches  From  Revelation"  by  Preston  Taylor, 
former  Argentina  missionary.  290  thrilling  pages.  36 
timeless  messages.  Makes  "Revelation"  easy  to  un¬ 
derstand.  Excellent  pastor  or  class  gift.  You’D  love  it. 
Postpaid  S9.95.  Inspirational  Books,  Box  1234,  Big 
Wells,  TX  78830.  (512)  563-2054.  (Don’t  miss  this 
one!) 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth  Ministry  for  1 700-mcmber  church  in  expand¬ 
ing  western  Kansas  county  seat  community  of 
27,000.  Responsible  for  all  ages  in  growing  ministry 
of  Christian  education.  Send  resume  by  December 
11th  with  references  to:  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1106  North  Main,  Gar¬ 
den  City,  Kansas  67846.  (316)  275-9171 

FOR  SALE  1980  FORD  66  PASSENGER  BUS. 
Good  condition.  76,500  miles.  Practically  new  en¬ 
gine.  $8,995.00.  Call  Bluefield,  Virginia  afternoons 
and  evenings  (703)  322-4354. 

FULDTIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 
1300-mcmber  Methodist  congregation.  Children's, 
youth,  adult,  and  handbell  choirs.  Salary  negotiable. 
Mail  resumes  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Box  158,  Rockwall,  TX  75087. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four  weeks. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu- 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confi¬ 
dential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection,  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808,  Ful¬ 
ton,  TX  78358. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 
Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pas¬ 
tor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504) 
488-0856. 

Youth  in  Jeopardy  Initiative.” 
Mission  board  officials  say  these 
programs  offer  “a  vision  of  the 
future  so  full  of  possibilities  and 
options  that  young  people  will 
have  real  reasons  not  to  mess  it 
up  with  drug  abuse.” 

•f  Data  from  some  1 1 5  annual 
conference-related  hospitals,  re¬ 
tirement  facilities  and  child-care 
facilities  on  substance-abuse  pro¬ 
grams  being  offered  and  model 
programs  for  other  annual  confer¬ 
ences.  The  Health  and  Welfare 
Program  Department  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
obtained  the  information.  Agen¬ 
cies  surveyed  represent  about  one- 
third  of  United  Methodism’s 
health  and  welfare  ministry  units. 


Study  finds  three  elements  to  'vital  churches' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
Whether  conservative  or  liberal, 
large  or  small,  rural  or  urban.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  “vital  congregations” 
have  three  characteristics: 

■f  A  leadership  ministry. 

■f  A  nurture  ministry. 

•f  An  outreach  ministry. 

Those  are  the  main  findings  of  re¬ 
tired  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  of 
Oakland,  Calif.,  as  he  concludes  his 
four-year  research  on  “vital  congre¬ 
gations." 

Bishop  Nichols  had  been  asked 
by  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  to  locate  150  “vital”  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations  across 
the  country,  then  find  out  what 
makes  them  tick. 

With  the  help  of  other  bishops 
and  their  cabinets  of  district  super¬ 
intendents,  he  compiled  that  infor¬ 
mation  in  a  report  called  “God’s 
Masterpiece:  Local  Churches  Doing 
the  Gospel  Today.” 

Bishop  Nichols  said  the  informa¬ 
tion  would  be  published  as  a  com¬ 
panion  book  to  materials  planned 
for  “The  Gathering”  in  1990. 

That’s  a  mass  meeting  on  congre¬ 
gational  growth  and  personal  spiri¬ 
tual  development  slated  for  Oct. 
31-Nov.  4  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 


The  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

“In  the  last  two  decades,  some  lo¬ 
cal  churches  in  the  United  States 
have  experienced  a  serious  decline 
in  membership  and  participation,” 
Bishop  Nichols  told  the  bishops’ 
council  last  week. 

"Their  ‘spiritual  buying  power’ 
has  been  unable  to  keep  abreast 


with  the  accelerated  inflation  rate 
of  amoral  secular  materialism  com¬ 
peting  for  the  time  and  attention  of 
men,  women  and  children.” 

Bishop  Nichols  said  congrega¬ 
tions  hungry  for  ways  to  improve 
ministries  and  increase  member¬ 
ship  would  find  a  menu  of  some 
400  program  ideas  in  his  report  to 
whet  their  spiritual  appetites. 

Addresses  and  telephone  num- 


Bishops  revise  document 
on  congregation-building 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C.— 
United  Methodist  bishops  have  sent 
a  draft  of  their  pastoral  letter  on 
building  stronger,  Bible-literate  con¬ 
gregations  back  to  the  drawing  board. 

During  a  nearly  three-hour  closed 
session  recently,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  made  additional  changes  in 
the  document  called  “Vital  Congre¬ 
gations — Faithful  Disciples.” 

That’s  the  four-year  initiative  by 
bishops  to  expand  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  One  part  of  that 
initiative  is  a  special  fact-finding  as¬ 
signment  fo  Retired  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols  (see  related  story). 


Following  the  discussion  behind 
closed  doors.  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Tal¬ 
bert  (San  Francisco  Area),  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  secretary,  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  bishops  excluded  observers 
to  be  able  to  “speak  freely  about  re¬ 
visions  in  the  document  to  have 
ownership  in  it  as  a  pastoral  piece." 

The  document  is  to  come  before 
the  bishops  for  final  approval  next 
spring.  Then  it  is  to  be  released 
throughout  the  denomination  in 
time  for  “The  Gathering" — a  con¬ 
ference  on  congregational  and  spiri¬ 
tual  development  Oct.  31-Nov.  4  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


bers  ot  successtul  churches  are  to  be 
listed  for  what  Bishop  Nichols  de¬ 
scribed  as  assistance  and  moral  sup¬ 
port. 

Bishop  Nichols  said  his  book 
would  explain  “the  anatomy  of  a  vi¬ 
tal  congregation,"  including  these 
details: 

■  A  mission  statement. 

■  Careful,  futuristic  planning. 

■  Orderly,  creative  administra¬ 
tion. 

■  Dynamic  worship/preaching. 

■  Aggressive  children/youth  min¬ 
istries. 

■  Comprehensive  member-care 
system. 

■  Small  interest/growth  study 
groups. 

■  Emphasis  on  centrality  of 
Christ. 

■  Attention-getting  communica¬ 
tions. 

■  Prayer  empowerment. 

■  Effective  stewardship  cultiva¬ 
tion. 

■  Warm,  intentional  hospitality. 

■  Basic  Bible  studies. 

■  All-encompassing  Christian 
education. 

■  Pervasive  evangelism. 

■  Mission  saturation. 

■  Controversial  social  action/ 
issues. 

■  Compassionate  community 
service. 
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LAITY  SPEAKER  HONORED:  Thi 

United  Methodist  laywoman  who  presented  the 
Laity  Address  to  the  1988 
General  Conference  has  re¬ 
ceived  the  Alfred  N.  Gold¬ 
smith  Award  from  the 
Institute  of  Electrical  and 
Electronics  Engineers  Pro¬ 
fessional  Communication 
Society.  Joan  G.  Nagle  of 
Murrysville,  Pa.,  was  recog¬ 
nized  for  service  within  the 
society  to  improve  the  quality  of  engineering 
communication.  Mrs.  Nagle  spoke  to  the  1988 
General  Conference  after  winning  a  nationwide 
speech  contest  sponsored  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Association  of  Conference  Lay  Leaders. 


BfcACK  RECRUITING:  Students  of 

outstanding  potential  will  be  recruited  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  1 1  historically  black  colleges  in 
a  pilot  project  beginning  in  February.  Officials 
of  the  Black  College  Fund,  administered  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  said  that  recruitment-trained 
alumni  in  Boston,  Chicago,  Dallas,  Denver,  De¬ 
troit,  Los  Angeles,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  San 
Francisco  and  Washington  are  to  meet  with 
groups  of  high  school  students. 

BIBLE  STORIES:  “Biblical  Storytelling" 
will  be  the  focus  of  a  new  doctor  of  ministry  de¬ 
gree  program  at  United  Methodist-related  Unit¬ 
ed  Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  The 
two-year  doctoral  curriculum  is  intended  for 
ministers  who  want  to  offer  leadership  in  re¬ 
claiming  the  biblical  narrative  tradition,  said 
the  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Boomershine,  New  Testa¬ 
ment  professor  and  mentor  for  the  program. 
The  program  is  to  begin  Jan.  29. 


HISPANIC  NEWSWRITER:  The 

pastor  of  Spanish  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Trenton,  N.J.,  has  been  named  a  correspondent 
to  the  denomination’s  official  news  agency.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  News  Service.  Jhe  Rev.  C.  Julio 
Gomez  is  to  monitor  Hispanic  concerns  within 
the  denomination,  report  in  person  on  selected 
activities  and  provide  Spanish-language  transla¬ 
tions  of  stories  written  by  news  service  staff  mem¬ 
bers.  A  Cuban-American,  Mr.  Gomez  has  edited 
news  reports  in  Spanish  from  three  sessions  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference,  the  top 
legislative  body  of  the  denomination. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


'It's  our  way  to  show  we're  a  caring  church' 


Fast-growing  congregation  reaches  out  to  city 


DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

BATON  ROUGE,  La.— When 
children  of  some  100  inmates  in 
Louisiana  state  prisons  visit  their 
loved  ones  during  December, 
they’ll  each  receive  a  Christmas 
package  from  their  “adopted"  fam¬ 
ilies  at  Broadmoor  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

"Before  Christmas,  members 
of  Broadmoor  place  the  names  of 
these  children  on  a  tree,  and 
members  select  one  ‘angel’  to 
adopt,”  said  Sydney  Kersey, 
chairman  of  Broadmoor  UMC’s 
Council  on  Ministries. 


“We’ll  get  together  for  a  potluck 
supper  and  wrap  presents  for  the 
children.  We  also  give  food  bas¬ 
kets  or  serve  a  complete  Christ¬ 
mas  dinner  for  the  families. 

“It’s  our  way  of  forming  a 
bond  with  others,  to  show  that 
we  are  a  caring  church.” 

That’s  a  major  goal  of  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  with  a  membership 
of  4,279  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
congregations  in  Louisiana. 

Church  reaches  out 

Named  for  a  quiet,  middle- 
class  community  on  the  south¬ 
east  side  of  Baton  Rouge, 


Broadmoor  UMC  could  have 
been  content  to  minister  only 
within  neighborhood  boundaries. 
Instead,  the  congregation  accept¬ 
ed  the  challenge  of  reaching  out 
to  people  throughout  the  city. 

Known  as  a  “large  church  with 
a  small-church  atmosphere,” 
Broadmoor  UMC  is  constantly 
asked  to  play  host  to  annual  con¬ 
ference  seminars,  community 
meetings,  hospital  classes  and  in¬ 
terfaith  workshops.  Those  ses¬ 
sions  have  totaled  as  many  as 
1 30  in  a  week. 

If  you  count  Broadmoor  mem¬ 
bers,  plus  constituent  groups  like 
Codependents  Anonymous  or 
Scout  troops  that  claim  Broad¬ 
moor  as  their  church,  you’ll  dis¬ 
cover  about  6,000  people  passing 
through  its  doors  each  week. 

“It  all  comes  from  showing  that 
we  care,”  Mr.  Kersey  said.  “And 
that  includes  providing  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  spiritual  growth,  mission 
outreach  and  lay  ministry.” 

Laity  takes  lead 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  for  the  past  six  years, 
said  Broadmoor  UMC  puts  so 
much  emphasis  on  lay  leadership 
that  the  church  has  a  full-time 
volunteer  director  of  lay  minis¬ 
tries. 

Linda  Kersey  works  daily  to 
match  people  with  tasks  that  the 
church  needs  done. 

Mrs.  Kersey  said  she  has  975 
people  in  Broadmoor’s  lay  minis¬ 
tries  data  bank.  Her  goal  is  1,200. 

Dr.  Reed  said  he  sees  all  those 
“lay  ministers”  as  a  challenge, 
not  a  threat  to  him. 

“We  live  in  a  day  in  which  the 
laity  have  to  minister,”  the  pas¬ 
tor  said.  "We’re  long  past  the  day 
when  the  church  belongs  to  the 
preacher! 

“At  Broadmoor,  we  encourage 
the  feeling  that  people  can  start  a 
project  and  take  ownership  of  it. 
In  fact,  I  tell  my  members  to  tell 
us  what  the  staff  needs  to  do  to 
improve.  Some  members  are  sur¬ 
prised  that  we  are  willing  to-  lis¬ 


ten  and  want  improvement.” 

Broadmoor  UMC  members 
voice  these  opinions  during 
weekly  “town  hall  meetings.” 

The  congregation  has  been  di¬ 
vided  into  2,400  resident  family 
groups.  Each  week,  60-70  people 
receive  letters  from  Dr.  Reed  in¬ 
viting  them  to  come  to  church  to 
“speak  their  mind”  on  a  given 
Tuesday  night.  Comments  range 
from  suggestions  for  a  new  chil¬ 
dren’s  ministry  to  the  church’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  social  issues  of  the  day. 

“I  tell  them  that  they’re  allowed 
to  talk  about  what  they  want,”  he 
said.  “We  average  about  30  people 
every  Tuesday.  This  way,  1  also 
get  to  call  them  by  name  and  visit 
with  them  individually.” 


Pre-Christmas 
' countdown '  full 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

BATON  ROUGE,  La.— 
The  countdown  to  Christmas 
at  Broadmoor  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  includes: 

/  A  two-day  live  Nativity 
scene  with  a  stable  full  of  ani¬ 
mals  in  the  church  parking  lot. 

/  An  Advent  wreath-mak¬ 
ing  class. 

•f  A  Christmas  musical  and 
concert. 

■/  Operation  Happiness, 
providing  food,  toys  and  other 
items  to  needy  Baton  Rouge 
families. 

/  Gifts  and  visitation 
through  Prison  Fellowship. 

/  Three  Christmas  Eve 
worship  services,  expected  to 
draw  a  capacity  3,000  total  at 
5:30.  7:30,  and  11:30. 

— DENISE  I.  STOVALL 


Church  offers 
varied  activities 

Here  is  a  partial  list  of  activi¬ 
ties  available  at  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  La.: 

First-time  visitor  program — 
giving  a  person  three  personal 
contacts  from  the  church  within 
48  hours.  A  committee  stops  by 
the  visitor’s  home  following  the 
worship  service.  The  visitor  re¬ 
ceives  a  letter  from  the  senior 
pastor  by  Tuesday,  and  an  asso¬ 
ciate  minister  calls  the  visitor  by 
Tuesday  evening. 

Complete  music  ministry. 
There  are  four  handbell  choirs,  a 
chamber  orchestra  and  a  100- 
voice  chancel  choir.  Broadmoor's 
liturgical  dance  troupe  has  per¬ 
formed  at  national  United  Meth¬ 
odist  gatherings. 

Child-care  programs.  Broad¬ 
moor  staff  members  say  child 
care  is  one  of  the  most  important 
tools  of  evangelism.  The  program 
includes  an  accredited  weekly  day 
care,  Mother’s  morning  out,  EACH 
(Every  Afternoon  Child  Help  for 
latchkey  children)  and  Children’s 
Celebration  (worship  services). 

Singles  Ministry.  Broadmoor 
officials  say  singles  need  their 
own  Bible  studies,  fellowship 
hours  and  mission  projects  to 
keep  them  involved  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  faith.  Ministers  say  that’s 
important,  especially  during  the 
holidays,  to  ensure  that  people 
don’t  become  depressed  from  not 
being  with  a  family. 

Sunday  School  for  every  age- 
level.  Average  attendance  per  Sun¬ 
day:  900.  Every  available  room 
holds  a  class.  Broadmoor  plans  to 
build  a  $3  million  adult  adminis¬ 
tration  complex  next  year. 

United  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  attracting  up  to  140  teen¬ 
agers  every  Sunday  night. 
Activities  range  from  hunger/ 
poverty  outreach  programs  at  a 
sister  UM  church  to  a  volunteers- 
in-mission  project  in  Alaska. 

Pastoral  visits  and  telephone 
calls  averaging  600  a  month. 


STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVAU 

BATON  ROGUE,  La. — T^ie  Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  senior  pastor 
of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  pres¬ 
ents  a  Bible  to  a  third-grader  at  one  of  four  weekly  worship 
services.  Broadmoor's  commission  on  worship  says  "children 
should  be  recognized  as  members  of  the  community  of  faith." 


Bishops  praise  response 
of  church  relief  agency 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  bishops  from 
three  parts  of  the  world  hit  recent¬ 
ly  by  natural  disasters  have 
praised  the  speedy  response  of  the 
church’s  emergency  relief  arm. 

“All  my  ministry  I  have  said 
UMCOR  (the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief)  is  there 
quickly  with  aid,”  said  Bishop 
Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francis¬ 
co  Area)  during  the  bishops’  re¬ 
cent  semiannual  meeting. 


Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea  (South 
Carolina  Area)  expressed  appreci¬ 
ation  from  the  people  of  South 
Carolina  hit  by  Hurricane  Hugo. 

He  said  said,  “We  have  been  giv¬ 
en  hope  by  the  help  we  received 
from  UMCOR  and  the  church.” 

Bishop  Paul  L.A.  Granadosin 
(Baguio,  Philippines,  Area)  said 
the  church’s  relief  arm  provided 
quick  response  after  four  ty¬ 
phoons  and  a  killer  tidal  wave  hit 
his  nation  during  a  recent  four- 
week  period. 


Pension  board  tightens 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.— Direc¬ 
tors  of  United  Methodism’s  $3.5 
billion  clergy  pensions  fund  opened 


the  door  recently  to  increased  activ¬ 
ity  in  international  investments. 

The  32  lay  and  clergy  General 
Board  of  Pensions  members  agreed 
that  all  guidelines  covering  compa¬ 
nies’  military  sales,  involvement  in 


Great  Christmas  Present  Special 

“JOYFUL  NOISE” 

New  large  type  song  book,  only  $5.00,  autographed  and  postpaid! 

225  songs  on  192  pages,  spiral  bound 
18  Christmas  carols,  26  spirituals,  102  for  children,  youth  30  each: 
#  fun/action,  folk,  Scripture,  traditional 

Larry  Elsenberg,  Compiler 
1218  S.  Winston 
Tulsa,  OK  74112 

20  copies  $70  postpaid,  50  copies  $150  ppd. 

Soon  at  Cokesbury  Bookstores 


'Last  Methodist  presence  in  Belgium' 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  home  for  senior  citizens  in 
Brussels,  Belgium,  has  become  a 
new  project  of  the  Advance,  the 
"second-mile”  channel  through 
which  United  Methodists  give  mon¬ 
ey  for  specific  mission  projects. 

The  Susanna  Wesley  Residence 
was  founded  after  World  War  I  by 
Methodist  missionaries  as  a  chil¬ 
dren's  home. 

During  World  War  II,  it  sheltered 
Jewish  refugees;  in  1958,  after  it  be¬ 
came  a  residence  for  the  elderly,  it 
assumed  self-sufficient  status. 

“The  home  is  the  last  witness  of  the 
Methodist  presence  in  Belgium,”  said 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


^Di^NCE  No  gift  too  small 


Susanna  Wesley  Residence 
Advance  #070869-6. 


Frances  Handscombe  during  a  recent 
visit  to  New  York.  Ms.  Handscombe 
is  a  parish  assistant  in  the  Protestant 
Church  of  Belgium. 

The  home  has  53  residents — most¬ 
ly  women — with  an  average  age  of  85. 

“One  man  is  a  Russian  refugee,” 
she  added.  “He  married  a  lady  in 
the  home.” 

But.  like  other  organizations,  the 


overseas  funding  rules 


South  Africa,  and  interests  in  tobacco, 
gambling  and  alcohol  will  apply  inter¬ 
nationally  as  they  do  in  U.S.  markets. 

In  another  major  action  at  their 
autumn  meeting,  directors  ap¬ 
proved  the  largest-ever  special  dis¬ 
tribution  to  most  individual  and 
annual  conference  accounts. 

Reflecting  favorable  earnings  in 
1989,  the  special  interest  distribu¬ 
tion  credited  about  $250  million  to 
accounts  invested  in  its  principal 
fund.  This  is  the  largest  such  dollar 
credit  in  board  history,  almost  dou¬ 
ble  any  previous  distribution. 

The  special  credit  brings  to  15  per¬ 
cent  the  effective  yield  for  1989  on 
moneys  invested  in  what  is  known  as 
the  Diversified  Fund,  where  most  in¬ 
dividual  accounts  are  lodged. 


The  $250  million  credit  brings  to 
almost  $  1  billion  the  total  of  special 
distributions  made  in  the  past  ten 
years. 

In  accordance  with  previous  ac¬ 
tions  opposing  South  Africa  racial 
policy,  stocks  totaling  more  than 
$14  million  will  be  divested  by  the 
end  of  1989  in  two  companies — 
$8.9  million  in  Chevron  Corp.;  $5.5 
million  in  Texaco.  As  of  Sept.  30, 
the  board  had  holdings  of  $245  mil¬ 
lion  in  40  firms  involved  in  South 
Africa. 

The  board  adopted  a  1990  oper¬ 
ating  budget  of  about  $15.6  million, 
up  about  $2  million  from  1989,  but 
well  within  the  guideline  of  budget 
not  exceeding  one-half  of  1  percent 
of  the  market  value  of  assets. 


Susanna  Wesley  Residence  has  fi¬ 
nancial  problems.  Money  is  needed 
to  build  an  administrative  office  in 
the  current  storeroom  and  install  a 
computer. 

Costs  are  estimated  at  $10,000 
for  the  office  renovation,  $4,375  for 
furniture,  $7,500  for  a  new  store¬ 
room,  and  $3,500  for  the  computer 
and  program. 

The  staff  thinks  it  can  raise  $5,500 
through  residential  fees,  local  church 
donations  and  other  sources,  such  as 
fund-raising  bazaars. 


CHOIR  ROBES 

EXPERT  COQ95 
TAIL0RINGoCU  up 

Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 


Yes,  there  is 
Life  After 
Loss 

Life  After  Loss 
offers  practical 
help  for  someone 
working  through 
personal  loss. 

Ideal  for  those  helping  the  bereaved. 
Available  at  all  bookstores.  Or,  at 
FISHER  BOOKS  P.O.  Box  38040, 
Dept.  UMR-189,  Tucson,  AZ 
85740-8040,  1-800-255-1514.  Quan¬ 
tity  discounts  for  support  groups. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  $7.95  retail 


Critics  hail  pensions  vote 


United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK — A  newly  adopted 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Pensions  investment  policy  has 
been  hailed  by  one  of  the  board’s 
most  consistent  critics. 

The  unofficial  Methodist  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Action  saw  the  policy 
as  "a  major  breakthrough”  in  actions 
against  armaments  manufacturers. 

The  Board  of  Pensions  for  several 
years  has  had  a  rule  against  purchas¬ 
ing  stock  in  any  company  that  derives 


at  least  1 5  percent  of  its  income  from 
Department  of  Defense  contracts  in 
general,  or  as  little  as  3  percent  from 
nuclear  arms  production. 

No  specific  guideline  for  divest¬ 
ing  stock  already  held  was  in  place, 
however. 

The  new  rule  provides  that  if  a 
firm  continues,  after  annual  notifi¬ 
cation  from  the  board,  to  exceed  the 
guideline  for  three  years,  the  pen¬ 
sions  directors  will  automatically 
consider  divesting. 


ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
POSITION  AVAILABLE 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  an 
immediate  opening  for  an  experienced 
journalist  who  believes  religious  news 
should  be  covered  in  an  interesting, 
credible  way.  Ideal  person  will  have  de¬ 
gree  in  journalism;  several  years  solid 
work  experience;  high  levels  of  energy, 
curiosity  and  creativity;  and  be  a  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  who  is  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action  Employer.  Contact:  Richard 
Stark,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 


WILL  YOU  SPONSOR  ME? 


MADAVI,  from  India,  cried  and 
begged  her  parents  to  let  her  go  to 
school.  Her  parents  earn  50  cents  a 
day  by  working  in  the  fields  as  coolies. 
They  cannot  afford  to  pay  her  school 
fees. 

This  child  has  been  accepted  at  a 
Christian  orphanage,  and  was  offered 
to  World's  Children,  Inc.  for  sponsor¬ 
ship.  WCI  was  founded  in  1965  by  a 
Methodist  minister  and  his  wife.  The 
corporation  is  seeking  a  sponsor  for 
Madavi  and  others  like  her. 

You  could  be  a  sponsor  for  $13  a 
month.  You'll  receive  full  information 
about  the  child:  name,  photo,  address 
and  case  history.  You  may  correspond 
with  the  child. 

WCI  sent  88%  of  funds  received  in 
1988  overseas  for  the  children’s  food, 
clothing  and  other  needs.  The  corpora¬ 
tion  is  U.S.  government  approved,  and 
all  donations  are  tax-deductible.  You 
will  receive  a  current  audit. 

Many  destitute  children  like  Madavi 
are  waiting  for  help.  Please  write 
today. 


|  Slat*  ond  Zip _ I 

World'*  Children,  Inc.  ! 

Mr».  Carol  Ivoy,  Director 
I  P.O.  Bo*  2979  : 

I  Winter  Haven,  FL  33880  I 
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Accenting  the  positive  for  kids'  TV 

Wholesome  children's  programming  is  available — you  just  have  to  look 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Parents  and  TV  critics  have 
voiced  concern  about  the  declining 
quality  of  television  programs  for 
children. 

Last  year  one  group,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Family  Association,  took  aim  at 
two  particular  shows:  one  episode 
of  “Mighty  Mouse”  and  the  pro¬ 
posed  series  “Garbage  Pail  Kids.” 
Unfortunately,  good  programming 
for  children  often  does  not  receive 
the  same  attention  from  the  church 
that  bad  material  does. 

One  new  series  for  children  that 
has  received  virtually  no  publicity 
is  “Children’s  Video  Bible"  which 
airs  on  the  Vision  Interfaith  Satel- 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

Religious  News  Service 

Garrison  Keillor,  the  public  radio 
personality  and  author  from  mythi¬ 
cal  Lake  Wobegon,  Minn.,  who  fre¬ 
quently  pokes  fun  at  Lutherans, 
turned  up  as  host  of  the  50th  anni¬ 
versary  dinner  of  the  Lutheran  Im¬ 
migration  and  Refugee  Service. 

At  the  dinner  Nov.  16  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  he  wore  a  name  tag  identify¬ 
ing  himself  as  “David  Inqvist,"  son 
of  the  pastor  of  Lake  Wobegon’s 
Lutheran  Church. 

“I  bring  you  greetings  from  Lake 
Wobegon  Lutheran  Church,”  he  said 
in  the  “Minneapolis  Star  Tribune.” 

“Our  churchln  Lake  Wobegon  is 
made  up  of  people  suspicious  of 
outsiders.  It’s  one  of  the  things  that 
holds  us  together.  But  the  church 


lite  Network  cable  service  on  Satur¬ 
days  at  8:30  and  11:30  a.m. 
(Eastern  Time). 

Based  on  Penny  Frank’s  “Lion 
Story  Bible”  and  produced  by  Ox¬ 
ford  Vision,  this  British  series 
makes  use  of  simple,  beautiful  illus¬ 
trations  rather  than  cheap,  tacky 
animation. 

Jessica  likes  it 

One  7-year-old  parishioner  of 
mine,  Jessica  Tabin,  clearly  enjoyed 
the  series  and  recounted  most  of  the 
stories  in  great  detail.  She  remarked 
after  seeing  the  Genesis  episodes,  “I 
like  the  way  God  treated  the  people 
and  the  way  the  people  trusted  God.” 


teaches  us  to  extend  ourselves.” 

The  hardest  thing  a  person  can  do 
is  leave  his  own  country,  said  Mr. 
Keillor,  who  left  Minnesota  in  1987 
for  a  few  unhappy  months  in  Den¬ 
mark.  He  now  lives  in  New  York 
City  with  his  Danish  wife,  who 
serves  as  a  refugee  counselor. 

He  closed  the  evening  with  an  up¬ 
date  on  the  Vietnamese  refugee 
family  originally  settled  in  Lake 
Wobegon.  The  family,  he  said,  had 
moved  on  but  returned  to  town  on  a 
day  that  was  the  same  as  the  annual 
lutefisk  dinner. 

“The  family  sat  and  ate  every  bit 
of  a  large  helping.  Tears  ran  down 
their  cheeks.  Tears  after  eating  food 
as  rancid  and  vile  as  this.  But  then 
tears  of  pity  for  the  people  of  Lake 
Wobegon.  Tears  of  sorrow  that  they 
had  accepted  charity  from  a  people 


Also  worth  recommending  is 
“Davey  and  Goliath,”  the  Luther¬ 
ans’  “Claymation”  series  which 
mixes  moral  lessons  with  adven¬ 
ture.  “Davey  and  Goliath”  can  be 
seen  on  many  commercial  stations, 
typically  at  6  or  7  a.m.  on  Sundays. 
It  airs  on  VISN  also,  on  Saturdays 
at  8  a.m.  and  1 1  a.m.,  just  before 
“Children’s  Video  Bible.” 

Most  parents  are  aware  of  “Mr. 
Rogers’  Neighborhood”  and  “Sesa¬ 
me  Street,”  but  fewer  know  about 
“3-2-1  Contact,”  the  Children  Tele¬ 
vision  Workshop’s  science  show  for 
8-to  12-year-olds,  or  “Square  One 
TV”  which  teaches  math  through 
short,  jazzy  skits,  games,  and  clever 


so  impoverished  that  they  would 
dine  on  this  animal,  whatever  it  is.” 

(Lutefisk  is  cod  fish  that  has  been 
soaked  in  lye  to  preserve  it  and  is  con¬ 
sidered  by  many  older  Scandinavians 
to  be  a  delicacy.  Numerous  Lutheran 
churches  in  the  Upper  Midwest  have 
annual  lutefisk  dinners). 

“They  (the  Vietnamese)  resolved 
they  would  return  to  Lake  Wobegon 
and  try  to  raise  them  (the  residents) 
up  and  try  to  teach  them  the  basics  of 
nutrition.  And  so  these  things  turn  in 
a  way  that  the  people  we  set  out  *to 
rescue  turn  around  to  rescue  us.” 

Mr.  Keillor  then  looked  out  at  the 
crowd  of  Lutheran  refugee  workers 
and  stopped  joking. 

“I  always  felt  respected  by  Luther¬ 
ans  and  felt  affection  from  Luther¬ 
ans,”  he  said.  “And  it  is  reciprocated 
from  a  full  heart.” 


parodies  of  other  TV  shows  (such  as 
“Mathnet”).  And  fewer  still  have 
heard  of  “Ramona”  or  “Long  Ago 
&  Far  Away.” 

“Ramona,”  based  on  Beverly 
Cleary’s  stories,  is  being  broadcast 
Saturday  evenings  this  fall  on  many 
PBS  stations  (check  local  listings  for 
your  area).  This  series  follows  the 
life  and  misadventures  of  Ramona 
Quimby  and  her  family. 

Jessica,  my  7-year-old  parishioner, 
particularly  liked  Sarah  Polley  as  Ra¬ 
mona,  who  humorously  dramatizes  a 
child’s  imagination,  chattiness,  and 
sense  of  wonder  and  shows  us  a 
young  girl’s  delight  in  putting  on  new 
pajamas,  or  visiting  a  firehouse,  or 
learning  to  roller  skate. 

Like  most  children.  Ramona 
sometimes  fights  with  her  older  sis¬ 
ter,  sometimes  daydreams  in 
school,  and  sometimes  prays. 

My  younger  parishioner  tells  other 
children,  “It  was  good — you  should 
watch  it,”  noting  that  her  friend, 
her  younger  brother,  and  her  moth¬ 
er  all  enjoyed  “Ramona,”  too. 

“Long  Ago  and  Far  Away”  can  be 
seen  on  Saturday  evenings  on  many 
PBS  stations  (as  well  as  other  times 
on  some  affiliates). 

Hosted  by  the  incomparable 
James  Earl  Jones,  this  series  pres¬ 
ents  outstanding  adaptations  of 
children’s  stories.  It  includes  every¬ 
thing  from  the  witty  British  drama¬ 
tization  of  the  Grimms’  “The 
Sleeping  Princess”  (with  plenty  of 
laughs  for  adults  as  well  as  children) 
to  a  Swedish  animated  tale  to  a 
modem  story  from  Bhutan. 

Commercial  TV's  bright  spots 

There  are  also  at  least  a  few 
bright  spots  on  the  commercial  net¬ 
works 

"CBS  Storybreak”  (Saturdays  at 
12:30  EST)  is  in  its  sixth  season, 
hosted  by  Bob  (“Captain  Kanga¬ 
roo”)  Keeshan  and  presenting  adap¬ 
tations  of  popular  children’s 
literature. 

New  “family  fare”  suitable  for 
children  includes  “Peaceable  King- 
•  dom”  on  Wednesdays  on  CBS  (8 
p.m.  EST)  and  “Family  Matters”  on 
Fridays  on  ABC  (8:30  p.m.  EST). 

On  Sunday  evenings  on  ABC 
there  is  “Life  Goes  On” — an  excel¬ 
lent  new  family  drama.  Christopher 
Burke,  an  18-year-old  with  Down’s 
Syndrome,  is  remarkable  as  Corky, 
a  mentally  retarded  teen-ager  being 
“mainstreamed”  at  his  younger  sis¬ 
ter’s  high  school.  His  family  has  a 
love  and  a  quietly  stated  faith  that 
sustains  them  in  difficulties. 

Also  worth  recommending  on 
ABC  is  the  continuing  series  “Mac- 
Gyver,”  on  Monday  nights  at  8 
EST.  Richard  Dean  Anderson  stars 
as  the  resourceful  agent  of  the  Phoe¬ 
nix  Foundation,  which  dispatches 
him  around  the  globe  to  rescue  peo¬ 
ple  in  distress.  The  show  is  enter¬ 
taining,  funny  and  remarkably 
non-violent.  Who  knows?  Maybe 
this  sort  of  thing  will  catch  on. 

And  who  knows?  Maybe  the 
church  will'leam  to  accent  the  posi¬ 
tive  and  promote  what  is  good. 

Mr.  Coodhue  is  a  frequent  televi¬ 
sion  reviewer  for  the  Reporter. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  PUBLIC  BROADCASTING  SYSTEM 

Popular  rap  group,  the  Fat  Boys,  show  that  music  and  math  go  together  in  a  thigh-slapping  video  "One 
Billion  is  Big,"  on  "Square  One  TV"  on  public  television. 

Lutherans  take  a  gentle  ribbing 
from  Lake  Wobegon's  famous  son 
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Special  explores  Central  American  crisis 

Actor  Mike  Farrell,  best  known  for  his  role  as  B.  J.  Hunnicutt  on  the 
television  series  "M*A*S*H,"  is  host  for  a  television  special,  "La  Lu- 
cha,"  scheduled  Dec.  3  on  ABC-affiliated  stations.  The  program 
looks  at  the  role  of  the  popular  church  and  Central  American-style 
"liberation  theology"  in  the  social  conflicts  in  El  Salvador.  The  spe¬ 
cial  was  produced  by  United  Methodist  Communications  for  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  with  a  grant  from  the  American 
Broadcasting  Co.  Check  local  listings  for  exact  times. 


Scroll  editors  defend 
documents'  handling 


By  JAMES  L.  FRANKLIN 
Religious  News  Service 

PRINCETON,  N.J.— The  editors 
of  hundreds  of  still-unpublished 
texts  from  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls 
have  denounced  accusations  that 
religious  authorities  are  trying  to 
suppress  release  of  texts  that  would 
undermine  traditional  faith. 

At  issue  are  about  590  leather 
and  papyrus  manuscripts  found 
first  by  Bedouin  shepherds  and  lat¬ 
er  by  archaeologists  beginning  in 
1948  in  caves  at  Qumran  on  the 
northern  shore  of  the  Dead  Sea. 

The  location,  formerly  Jordanian 
territory,  is  now  occupied  by  Israel, 
and  the  scrolls  are  kept  at  the 
Rockefeller  Museum  in  Jerusalem. 

Rumors  have  'no  foundation' 

At  a  forum  held  Nov.  13  by  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Semitic  Studies  and  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Religion  of  Princeton 
University.  Eugene  Ulrich  of  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame  said  there 
is  “absolutely  no  foundation”  to  ru¬ 
mors  that  the  remaining  scrolls  could 
dramatically  change  the  understand¬ 
ing  of  Judaism  or  Christianity. 

“All  major  variants  of  the  biblical 
manuscripts  have  long  since  been 
published  . . .  and  the  rest  is  unin¬ 
teresting  or  worse,”  said  Dr.  Ulrich, 
who  is  editor  of  most  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  biblical  texts  from  Qumran. 

He  said  there  are  “Jews,  Catho¬ 
lics  and  Protestants  on  our  team 
from  many  nationalities  and 
stripes,"  and  there  is  no  way  any 
one  religious  group  can  control  dis¬ 
closure  of  the  material. 

John  Strugnell,  professor  of 
Christian  origins  at  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  and  editor-in-chief  of  the 
scrolls  project,  said  later  that  the 
same  held  true  for  the  non-biblical 


texts  still  to  be  published. 

He  and  Dr.  Ulrich  disclosed  a 
schedule  under  which  much  of  the 
material  will  be  published  over  the 
next  10  to  12  years. 

Challenge  goes  unaccepted 

But  neither  man  accepted  the 
challenge  of  Hershel  Shanks,  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  Biblical  Archaeology 
Review,  to  make  the  texts  they  con- 
trol  available  to  fellow  scholars  be¬ 
fore  publication. 

Norman  Golb  of  the  University 
of  Chicago  responded  angrily  when 
Dr.  Strugnell  dismissed  a  plea  for 
early  disclosure  of  the  texts  made 
by  a  recent  conference  of  experts  on 
the  study  of  the  scrolls  in  Krakow, 
Poland. 

“If  the  texts  you  hold  were  pub3 
lished  30  years  ago.  there  would  be  aj 
different  interpretation  of  Qumran, 
origins,"  Dr.  Golb  said.  “I  don’t  think! 
it  is  right  for  you  to  pass  this  material; 
on  to  your  students.  None  of  my  col-; 
leagues  would  do  such  a  thing. . . .  Wei 
should  be  treated  as  free  scholars  and! 
should  be  allowed  to  do  the  work  we! 
are  qualified  to  do.” 

The  dialogue  between  the  editors; 
and  their  critics  was  arranged  after  a; 
series  of  editorials  this  year  in  the! 
Biblical  Archaeology  Review  brought! 
the  long-simmering  academic  dispute! 
into  the  open. 

Although  scrolls  containing  some; 
of  the  earliest  copies  of  parts  of  the! 
Hebrew  Bible  and  other  writings! 
were  published  as  early  as  1 952 j 
much  is  still  to  be  seen  even  by  oth-; 
er  scholars  in  the  field.  ; 

The  unpublished  material  is  un-! 
der  the  control  of  six  scholars  whp 
have  worked  on  the  texts  since  th eif 
discovery  or  been  designated  b$ 
team  members  prior  to  their  deaths. 


Brief  says  school  officials 
confuse  First  Amendment 


By  KATHY  PALEN 

Religious  Slews  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  Public 
school  officials  who  refuse  to  al¬ 
low  student  religious  clubs  to 
meet  on  campus  fail  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  distinction  between 
speech  by  the  school  and  speech 
by  the  students,  according  to  a 
brief  filed  with  the  Supreme 
Court  in  a  case  involving  the  fed¬ 
eral  Equal  Access  Act. 

The  case— Board  of  Education 
of  Westside  Community  Schools 
v.  Mergens — challenges  the  1984 
law  that  gives  high  school  reli¬ 
gious  clubs  the  same  right  to 
meet  on  school  property  as  other 
non-academic,  extracurricular 
groups. 

The  dispute  arose  in  1985 
when  the  principal  of  Westside 
High  School  in  Omaha,  Neb., 
and  the  local  superintendent  of 
schools  refused  to  allow  a  group 
of  students  to  form  a  Bible  club 
and  meet  on  campus.  The  stu¬ 
dents  sued  the  school  officials  for 
allegedly  violating  the  federal 
act. 


A  federal  judge  upheld  -the 
school  board’s  position  that  no 
“limited  open  forum”  as  defined 
by  the  law  had  been  created  at 
Westside  High  and  that  the 
school  was  not  violating  the  act. 
But  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  rejected  the  school 
board’s  claim  that  all  non-reli¬ 
gious  clubs  meeting  at  the  school 
were  curriculum  related. 

The  brief  upholding  the  federal 
law  was  filed  by  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs, 
Christian  Legal  Society,  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  and  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.). 

It  says  that  “in  their  zeal  to  en¬ 
force  the  establishment  clause” 
of  the  First  Amendment,  school 
officials  like  those  in  Omaha 
"have  trampled  on  the  free 
speech  and  free  exercise  clauses.” 

The  brief  warns  that  “if  this 
court  adopts  Westside  High 
School’s  interpretation  of  the 
Equal  Access  Act,  the  act  will  be¬ 
come  a  dead  letter.”  ' 


History  of  Hymns -  - 

Crusading  editor  wrote  of  Christ's  coming 


Hail  to  the  Lord's  anointed. 

Great  David’s  greater  Son! 

Hail  in  the  time  appointed. 

His  reign  on  earth  begun! 

He  comes  to  break  oppression , 

To  set  the  captive  free; 

To  take  away  transgression. 

At\d  rule  in  equity. 

By  WILLIAMJ.  REYNOLDS 

.  James  Montgomery  wrote  these 
lines  in  1821  for  a  Christmas  ser¬ 
vice  in  a  Moravian  community  at 
Yorkshire,  England. 

The  following  April,  Montgomery 
recited  the  poem  at  a  missionary 
meeting  in  the  Pitt  Street  Wesleyan 
Chapel,  Liverpool. 

The  hymn  is  a  paraphrase  of 
Psalm  72,  long  regarded  as  a  proph¬ 
ecy  of  the  Messiah  and  thought  by 
the  Jews  to  have  been  written  by 
Solomon.  Christians  applied  the 
psalm  to  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  hymn’s  four  stanzas,  Mont¬ 
gomery  gives  emphasis  to  the  re¬ 
demptive  role  of  Christ  and  the 
hope  He  brings  for  human  needs. 
To  those  who  suffer  wrong,  or  are 
poor  and  needy,  Christ  comes  . . . 

To  give  them  songs  for  sighing, 

Their  darkness  turn  to  light. 


Whose  souls,  condemned  and 
dying. 

Are  precious  in  his  sight. 

Born  in  Scotland  in  1771,  Mont¬ 
gomery  was  the  son  of  the  only  Mo¬ 


ravian  minister  in  Scotland.  When 
he  was  1 6,  he  ran  away  from  home. 
He  eventually  settled  in  Sheffield, 
England,  and,  at  age  21,  went  to 
work  for  a  newspaper  which  he 
served  3 1  years  as  editor. 


He  was  twice  imprisoned  for  ex-- 
pressing  his  opinions  in  his  newspa-; 
per,  once  for  printing  a  song  to: 
celebrate  the  fall  of  the  Bastille,  and! 
again  for  his  account  of  a  riot  in! 
Sheffield. 


Dear  Deborah; 


Budding  accountant  questions 
church's  weekly  financial  reports 


Dear  Deborah: 

1  joined  this  church  when  I  was 
confirmed  and  I’ve  tried  to  be  a 
good  member. 

Now  I’m  in  high  school  and  am 
taking  an  accounting  class  so  I  no¬ 
tice  things  I  didn’t  before.  Our 
church  bulletin  every  Sunday  has  a 
line  that  tells  us  the  dollars  needed 
and  the  amount  from  last  Sunday 
and  the  amount  over  or  behind.  Al¬ 
most  always  it  says  we  are  behind. 
But  the  chprch  really  means  we  are 
behind  in  what  we  budgeted,  not 
that  we  have  no  money  in  the  bank. 

I  think  this  is  misleading,  espe¬ 
cially  to  people  like  I  was, .  who 


don’t  know  much  about  accounting. 

Do  you  think  I  should  say  some¬ 
thing  to  the  minister? 

Dan 

Dear  Dan: 

You  have  made  an  astute  observa¬ 
tion  regarding  this  practice  which  I 
have  seen  in  different  forms  in  vari¬ 
ous  church  bulletins. 

Maybe  other  readers  wilt  write  me 
with  their  ideas  and  how  their 
church  makes  reports  of  this  kind. 

For  you  I  think  it  is  important  to 
raise  the  question  with  your  minis¬ 
ter.  Perhaps  you  could  sit  in  on  some 
meetings  of  the  committees  that 


manage  the  finances  of  the  church! 
You  might  even  gel  elected  to  one  of 
them!  At  least  you  can  get  your  per-\ 
ceplion  clarified  and  perhaps  help, 
your  church  do  a  better  job  of  keefH' 
ing  people  informed. 

Don  ’t  give  up.  Churches  need  in 
leresled  and  involved  young  aduits. 
to  keep  us  on  our  toes. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  " Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-027S. 
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Spirituality  Program  at  the 
Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavillion  Offers 
The  Inward  Journey'  to  Participants 


The  calming,  guiding,  strengthening  and  curative  power  of  individual 
faith  is  an  important  step  on  the  road  to  recovery.  Enriched  faith  and  a 
deeper  sense  of  spirituality  enhances  healing,  self-esteem  and  a  general 
sense  of  well-being. 

The  Inward  Journey,  an  innovative  spirituality  program  at  Methodist 
Psychiatric  Pavillion,  is  designed  to  encourage  and  promote  healthy  life¬ 
styles  on  spiritual,  emotional  and  physical  levels.  The  journey  reflects  indi¬ 
vidual  and  personal  beliefs,  using  them  as  a  path  toward  recovery. 

The  traditional  psychological  treatment  programs  at  Methodist  Psychi¬ 
atric  Pavillion  are  combined  with  an  awareness  of  faith  and  spiritual  val¬ 
ues. 

Participants  in  the  Inward  Journey  learn  how  to  use  prayer,  meditation, 
spiritual  journals,  scriptures  and  quiet  times  of  reflection  as  avenues  for  self- 
discovery  and  recovery. 


Physical  Medicine  Center 
Supports  Industry 


The  pain  of  a  back  injury  can  be 
unbearable.  But  even  more  painful 
is  the  frustration  and  anxiety  that 
develops  when  the  injury  results  in 
a  layoff  from  work  or  interference  with 
routine  activities. 

The  recently  opened  Physical 
Medicine  Center  of  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  offers  a  health  care  alternative 
to  address  the  frustrations  and  diffi¬ 
culties  often  associated  with  acci¬ 
dents  and  injuries  affecting  job 
performance.  The  Center  offers 
evaluation,  definition  of  physical 
capacity  and  an  individually  de¬ 
signed  program  to  assist  an  employ¬ 
ee  to  return  to  work  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

The  Center  provides  a  compre¬ 
hensive,  state-of-the-art  preventa¬ 
tive  and  rehabilitative  approach  to 
health  care  through  risk  assessment. 


conditioning  and  customized  plans, 
especially  for  the  needs  of  business 
and  industry. 

A  specialized  staff  of  physical 
therapists  and  exercise  specialists 
work  with  clients  to  develop  thera¬ 
py  and  assessment  programs  ad¬ 
dressing  the  functional  capacity 
needs  of  their  individual  work  as¬ 
signments. 

The  Physical  Medicine  Center  of¬ 
fers  a  variety  of  physical  rehabilita¬ 
tion  and  physical  assessment 
programs  including  exercise  in  a 
controlled  environment,  physical 
therapy  and  injury  prevention  edu¬ 
cation.  The  Center  additionally  of¬ 
fers  innovative  work  hardening 
programs  and  ergonometric  analy¬ 
sis.  An  innovative  LifeWise"  pro¬ 
gram  is  also  offered. 


Chaplain  Paul  Durbin  talks  with  a  patient  during  one  of  his  daily 
visits  at  Methodist  Hospital. 
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Diagnosis  and  Treatment 
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The  latest  equipment  in  the  field 
of  laser  technology  is  now  available 
at  the  Methodist  Ambulatory  Sur¬ 
gery  Center.  The  carbon  dioxide  la¬ 
ser  provides  an  advantageous 
alternative  to  traditional  surgical 
procedures  in  a  wide  range  of  speci¬ 
alty  areas. 

According  to  Ambulatory  Surgery 
Center  Administrator  Michael 
Gossman,  the  carbon  dioxide  laser 
is  a  versatile  surgical  instrument 
that  can  be  used  for  both  diagnostic 
and  therapeutic  procedures.  The  de¬ 
vice  is  used  for  cutting,  vaporizing 
and  coagulating  tissue. 

“The  laser’s  versatility  has  prov¬ 
en  beneficial  in  neurosurgery,  gyne¬ 
cology,  otolaryngology,  dermatology, 
general  surgery,  podiatry,  orthopedics 
and  plastic  surgery,”  said  Gossman. 
Examples  of  specific  treatments  include 
the  removal  of  bone  tumors,  spinal  tu¬ 
mors,  polyps  and  cysts  in  the  throat, 
vocal  cord  nodules,  tattoos  and  the  de¬ 
bridement  of  burns. 

Gossman  noted  that  laser  tech¬ 
nology  is  becoming  more  wide¬ 
spread  in  surgeries  where  standard 


clamping  or  tying  techniques  of 
control  of  bleeding  or  excision  are 
traumatic,  time-consuming  or  inef¬ 
fective  because  of  the  diffuse  nature 
or  inaccessibility  of  the  problem. 

The  laser  provides  physicians 
with  greater  control  and  accuracy  in 
surgical  techniques  and  enhances 
patients'  care  and  comfort.  Patients 
experience  decreased  pain  and  bet¬ 
ter  incisional  healing  with  less  oper- 
ative  and  recovery  time.  The 
procedure  additionally  minimizes 
the  risk  of  infection  following  sur¬ 
gery. 

In  most  cases,  laser  surgery  also 
offers  a  cost  savings  to  the  patient. 
Decreased  operating  room  time,  the 
need  for  less  anesthesia,  decrease  in 
controlled  recovery  drugs,  and  the 
lack  of  an  overnight  stay  contribute 
to  a  cost-effective  procedure. 

A  highlight  of  the  new  laser 
equipment  is  its  video  capabilities. 
A  detailed  video  tape  of  each  proce¬ 
dure  is  provided  as  a  tool  for  the 
physician  during  surgery  and  as 
part  of  the  patient’s  medical  record. 


Chaplain  |udy  Nelson  (second  from  right)  tours  the  Methodist  Can¬ 
cer  Center  on  the  Annual  Clergy  Appreciation  and  Orientation  Day. 


The  Inward  Journey  offers  a  wide 
range  of  programs  to  assist  in  the 
healing  process: 

Individual  Spiritual  Assessment 

—  Working  with  an  experienced, 
caring  pastoral  counselor,  individ¬ 
uals  receive  formal  assessments  of 
their  strengths,  weaknesses  and  the 
way  spirituality  is  integrated  into 
their  lifestyles.  Results  of  the  assess¬ 
ment  are  interpreted  in  depth  and 
explored  on  an  individual  basis. 

Individual  Pastoral  Counseling  — 
An  opportunity  to  explore  personal 
faith  development  and  significant 
issues  is  guided  by  a  pastoral  coun¬ 
selor.  Counseling  focuses  on  issues 
relating  to  self,  others  and  God. 

Grief  Recovery  Groups  —  With 
support  from  others,  participants 
address  personal  losses,  death,  di¬ 
vorce  or  changes  that  have  occurred 
throughout  the  life  cycle. 

Individual  Grief  Counseling  — 
Those  experiencing  intense  grief  re¬ 
ceive  individual  counseling  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  meaning  and  direction  of 
the  grief.  A  primary  objective  of 
this  counseling  is  to  help  the  indi¬ 
vidual  find  release  form  what  he  or 
she  feels  is  an  overwhelming  grief. 

Spirituality  Lecture  Series  —  In¬ 
dividual  spirituality  is  enhanced 
through  discussions  and  instruc¬ 
tions  concerning  prayer,  silence, 
scripture  and  spiritual  journals. 

“Food  for  Thought”  Discussion 


Group  —  Inward  Journey  partici¬ 
pants  gather  to  facilitate  faith  devel¬ 
opment  through  discussions  of 
topics  such  as  guilt,  forgiveness,  suf¬ 
fering.  shame  and  the  differences 
between  religion  and  spirituality. 

'Morning  and  Evening  Medita¬ 
tions  —  Daily  meditational 
thoughts  are  presented  from  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  devotional  books  and  personal 
experiences.  Each  day  begins  with  a 
sense  of  direction  and  personal 
peace. 

Interdenominational  Sunday 
worship  services  and  Bible  study 
are  also  available  to  support  The  In¬ 
ward  Journey. 

Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavillion 
offers  individual  pastoral  counsel¬ 
ing,  grief  recovery  groups  and  indi- 
vidual  grief  counseling  on  an 
outpatient  basis  for  mepibers  of  the 
community  or  family  and  friends  of 
hospital  patients. 

The  Inward  Journey  is  directed 
by  Reverend  William  E.  Thiele,  a 
clinically  trained  pastoral  counsel¬ 
or. 

Reverend  Thiele  is  an  ordained 
minister.  He  received  his  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  from  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

For  additional  information  on 
The  Inward  Journey,  call  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Psychiatric  Pavillion  at 
(504)244-5661. 


Physical  Medicine  Center  Director  Steve  Wilson  performs  an  on¬ 
site  analysis. 
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In 

God's 
Time 

Advent  reminds  us  that  God  always  seems  to  have  a  different 
ble  than  his  creatures. 

I  pray  “Lord  give  me  patience  —  right  now!”  The  eternal  one  re¬ 
sponds:  “Wait  patiently  upon  the  Lord.” 

As  I  consider  the  events  of  recent  days,  I  am  more  convinced  than 
ever  that  God’s  agendas  of  justice  and  freedom  for  God’s  creatures  will 
not  be  thwarted. 

Walls  have  fallen,  enemies  have  embraced,  new  visions  of  world 
peace  have  come  into  being.  And  the  phrase  I  have  most  often  heard  is 
“who  would  have  thought  it!” 

The  day  the  Borders  were  opened  in  Berlin  I  sat  in  a  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  Ruediger  Minor,  United  Methodist  Bishop  of  East 
Germany,  was  called  out  of  the  session.  He  returned  with  tears  of  joy 
and  announced  to  the  gathered  bishops  the  good  news. 

Psalm  24  came  to  my  mind  amid  the  celebrative  embracing: 

Lift  up  your  heads,  O  gates! 
and  be  lifted  up,  O  ancient  doors! 
that  the  King  of  glory  may  come  in. 

Who  is  this  King  of  glory? 

The  Lord  of  hosts, 
he  is  the  King  of  glory! 

That  Lord  lifts  gates,  opens  doors  and  gives  birth  to  good  news  “in  the 
fullness  of  time.” 

lojll.6,0 


License  to  Preach  Schools 
Scheduled 


License  to  Preach  Schools  are 
scheduled  to  begin  January  6  and 
run  through  March  10,  1990. 

The  North  School  will  be  held  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Ruston  with  Rev.  Roily  Walker, 
coordinator.  The  South  School  will 
take  place  at  Wesley  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  with  Rev.  Freddie  C.  Hen¬ 
derson  serving  as  coordinator.  The 
schools  will  begin  on  January  6  and 
continue  for  10  consecutive  Satur¬ 
days  through  March  10.  Eighty  con¬ 
tact  hours  are  necessary  for 
completion  of  the  basic  minimum 
competencies  for  the  License  to 
Preach  Course. 

Persons  desiring  to  attend  the 
schools  must  have  completed  the 
candidacy  requirements  prior  to  en¬ 


rolling  in  a  License  School.  Pro¬ 
spective  participants  are  requested 
to  complete  registration  by  Decem¬ 
ber  20. 

The  course  outline  includes  the 
following: 

Scope  and  Purpose 
Call  to  Ministry 
Methodist  History  &  Doctrine 
Bible  Survey 

Public  Worship,  Preaching 
Pastoral  Care 
Church  Administration 
Christian  Education 
Registration  forms  are  available 
from  each  of  the  District  Superin¬ 
tendents  or  the  respective  coordina¬ 
tors.  For  additional  information 
call  Rev.  Henderson,  Director  —  Li¬ 
cense  to  Preach  School,  The  Board 
of  Ministry  at  (504)  343-842 1 . 


To  All  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Insurance  Subscribers 

All  medical  and  dental  invoices  incurred  during  1989  that  have  not 
been  sent  in  to  the  insurance  company  should  be  sent  in  no  later  than 
December  1 5  to  the  following  address: 

Employee  Benefit  Services,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  51005 
Shreveport,  LA  71 135-1005 


Conference  Offers  Lab  Events 
for  Small  Membership  Churches 


Small  membership  Sunday  school 
teachers  who  feel  the  need  for  fresh, 
new  ideas  to  motivate  them  in  their 
teaching  efforts  can  find  tailor- 
made  help,  according  to  Larry  Lew¬ 
is,  Conference  Director  of 
Education  Ministries. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  is  encouraging  the  use  of  its 
Small  Membership  Laboratory 
Events  for  the  purpose  of  training 
teachers  in  churches  with  less  than 
200  members.  These  need  not  be 
limited  to  rural  churches;  they  are 
equally  valuable  to  all  smaller 
membership  congregations. 

A  total  of  10  hours  of  training  is 
required  for  this  particular  type  of 
lab  school,  plus  an  additional  hour 
of  worship  on  Sunday  morning. 
Usually,  seven  of  those  10  hours  are 


spent  on  a  Saturday  and  the  other 
three  on  Sunday,  although  evening 
hours  can  be  arranged  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  those  involved.  The 
three  Sunday  morning  hours  are 
spent  in  preparation,  actual  teach¬ 
ing  and  in  evaluation. 

Each  teacher  who  participates 
must  also  bring  a  “learning  part- 
•  ner”  to  the  lab  school.  The  purpose 
,  is  to  give  the  teacher  a  trained  sub¬ 
stitute  as  well  as  to  build  support 
jfor  what  is  going  on  in  the  Sunday 
School.  The  learning  partner  is  with 
.the  teacher  throughout  the  sessions 
and  is  able  to  help  the  teacher  eval¬ 
uate  his  or  her  performance  during 
the  actual  teaching  session. 

Teachers  jointly  choose  one  age 
level  Observation  Class,  which  ac¬ 


Coming  Event 

1990 

Convocation 

of 

Boards 

January  25  &  26 

The  Convocation  for  1990  will  begin  with  a  dinner  on  Thursday 
evening  January  25  at  7  p.m.  At  this  time,  the  presentation  of  Vision 
2000/A  Renewed  Covenant  for  a  New  Century  will  be  unveiled.  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  will  be  the  speaker  for  this  event. 

*  *  * 

All  Boards  —  Commissions  —  Committees  will  meet  on  Friday, 
January  26,  1990,  at  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge  beginning  at  9  a.m. 
Those  who  are  members  should  plan  to  attend  when  their  group  is 
scheduled  to  convene!  The  Council  on  Ministries  will  meet  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  Convocation  on  Friday  afternoon. 


tual  students  attend  for  an  hour.  It 
is  taught  by  the  lab  leader,  with  all 
the  teacher  and  learning  partners 
looking  on.  The  lab  leader  later 
helps  the  teachers  to  understand 
how  the  teaching  methods  which 
were  used  with  the  Observation 
Class  can  apply  to  teaching  at  all 
the  other  age  levels. 

Myrtle  Felkner,  director  of  educa¬ 
tion  in  small  membership  churches 
for  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  has  worked  with  this  program 
for  many  years.  She  emphasizes 
that  when  a  lab  school  is  held  in  a 
local  church,  leaders  utilize  re¬ 
sources  available  within  that 
church,  rather  than  bringing  in  ex¬ 
pensive  equipment  and  materials 
which  many  smaller  churches  could 
not  afford.  Felkner  led  a  Small 

Health,  Wholeness, 
Conference  Slated 

A  national  conference  on 
“Health,  Wholeness,  and  Spiritual¬ 
ity”  is  slated  for  January  10-12, 
1990,  at  the  University  Park  Holi¬ 
day  Inn  in  West  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Sponsored  by  The  Upper  Room, 
the  Iowa  Methodist  Health  System, 
and  the  Iowa  Annual  Conference, 
the  event  is  designed  to  help  laypeo- 
ple,  clergy,  and  health-care  profes¬ 
sionals  develop  an  awareness  of 
spirituality  and  its  impact  on  indi¬ 
viduals  and  the  community.  All  lec¬ 
tures,  workshops,  and  prayer  and 
worship  experiences  stress  the  inter¬ 
relatedness  of  body,  mind,  spirit, 
and  interpersonal  relationships  as 
essential  to  health  and  wholeness. 

Speakers  include  Dr.  Richard 
Hirala,  surgical  oncologist,  Johns 
Hopkins  Medical  Center,  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  who  will  discuss  “A 
Multifaceted  Approach  to  Heal¬ 
ing."  Dr.  Brooks  Holifield,  profes¬ 
sor  of  American  Church  History, 
Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
will  talk  about  health  and  medicine 
in  the  Wesleyan  tradition. 


Membership  Event  at  Jefferson 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
New  Orleans  area  in  which  three 
persons  were  trained  to  be  Lab 
Leaders. 

Persons  interested  in  setting  up  a 
Small  Membership  Laboratory 
Event  should  contact  Larry  Lewis, 
527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802  or  (504)  346- 
1646. 

The  primary  cost  of  holding  a  lab 
school  is  the  cost  of  a  lunch  on  Sat¬ 
urday  and  Sunday.  The  remaining 
costs  will  be  covered  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Trained  and  certified  laboratory 
leaders  in  Louisiana  include:  Lylln 
Craig,  Metairie;  James  Evans,  Rus¬ 
ton;  and  Larry  Lewis,  Baton  Rouge. 

and  Spirituality 


Research  findings  on  prayer, 
meditation,  and  health  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  by  Dr.  Jared  Kass,  a  lecturer 
with  Harvard  Medical  School,  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  Kathy  Riddle,  an  in¬ 
structor  with  Ohio  State  University 
in  Columbus,  will  discuss  AIDS  and 
the  church’s  response. 

Participants  will  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  choose  from  among  15 
workshops  on  such  topics  as  code¬ 
pendence,  family  addiction,  envi¬ 
ronmental  health,  healing  services 
in  the  church,  and  models  of  spiri¬ 
tuality  and  wholeness.  Worship  ser¬ 
vices  are  held  each  evening  and  include 
a  healing  service  and  Communion. 

The  deadline  for  registration  is 
December  30,  1989.  Seating  is  lim¬ 
ited,  and  early  registration  is  ad¬ 
vised.  The  S95  fee  includes  two 
continental  breakfasts,  -two  lunches, 
dinner  on  Thursday  night,  materi¬ 
als,  and  registration.  Scholarship  as¬ 
sistance  is  available  and  can  be 
applied  for  through  the  registration 
process.  For  more  information,  call 
(515)283-5944. 


Around  the  Conference 


DURING  SHEPHERD'S  VISIT  —  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  pastor  of 
Wesley  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  talks  with  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
during  Bishop  Oden's  Shepherd's  Visit  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
which  took  place  at  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 


DEDICATION  HELD  —  Kentwood  UMC  recently  celebrated  the 
dedication  of  over  100  hymnals.  Drs.  Warren  and  Mary  Lou  Blake- 
man  were  present  to  participate,  and  a  hymnal  was  placed  to  the 
glory  of  God  in  honor  of  them  by  Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  pastor  and  the 
congregation. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


i - 

A  new  adult  Sunday  School  Class 
was  recently  started  at  McGuire 
UMC  in  West  Monroe.  Rev.  Mike 
and  Lu  An  McLaurin  are  co-teach¬ 
ers.  Participants  for  the  class  must 
have  a  child  12  years  of  age  or 
younger.  The  class  struggled  in  its 
early  days  of  existence  but  now  is 
growing  strong.  Seventy-five  per¬ 
cent  of  the  members  were  not  active 
in  a  Sunday  School  class  at  the 
church  prior  to  this  one.  Rev.  Mi¬ 
chael  McLaurin  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  members  of  Cornerstone  UMC 
in  New  Orleans  are  very  grateful 
for  the  grace  and  guidance  God 
has  shared  with  them  during  the 
past  three  years.  Recently,  two  spe¬ 
cial  services  of  worship  were  held. 
The  preachers  for  the  anniversary 
celebration  were  Rev.  Doug  Cain 
and  Rev.  Randall  Campbell.  These 
two  pastors  worked  together  to  es¬ 
tablish  the  New  Orleans  East  UMC. 
Pev.  Cain  also  served  as  pastor  of 


St.  Andrew  UMC.  Two  special 
times  of  fellowship  were  also  estab¬ 
lished.  Open  houses  were  held  for 
Rev.  Cain  and  Rev.  Campbell.  Rev. 
Tim  Lawson  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Alexandria  District  Harvest 
Tea  was  held  recently  at  Trinity 
UMC  in  Alexandria.  Approximate¬ 
ly  100  women  from  UM  Churches 
in  Central  Louisiana  registered. 
Mrs.  Ray  McIntosh  of  Trinity  regis¬ 
tered  the  guests  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Alexandria  UMW  District 
President,  Mrs.  Esther  Sanson  of 
Bethel  UMC  in  Deville.  The  regis¬ 
tration  fee  of  $5.00  was  used  to  fur¬ 
ther  the  World  Mission  Program 
that  is  carried  on  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Rev.  Tom 
Behler  is  pastor  of  Trinity,  and 
Judy  Holt  is  UMW  President  for 
Trinity.  Ms.  Holt  also  serves  as  dis¬ 
trict  treasurer.  Among  those  attend¬ 
ing  the  tea  were  the  former  district 
president,  Winderlean  Lewis  of  As- 


bury  UMC  in  Natchitoches  and 
ministers  from  several  local  UM 
churches. 

*  *  * 

A  special  thanks  goes  to  all  who 
assisted  with  the  recent  chili  supper 
held  at  First  UMC,  Ponchatoula. 
Members  appreciate  those  who 
made  chili,  brought  bread,  crackers, 
combread,  and  desserts.  They  also 
thank  those  who  bought  tickets.  The 
event  was  a  great  success.  Dr.  Larry 
Robertson  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Christmas  plans  are  in  the  mak¬ 
ing  at  St.  Matthew's  UMC  in  Me¬ 
tairie.  December  3  the  traditional 
“Hanging  of  the  Greens”  took 
place.  December  10  is  the  date 
scheduled  for  a  covered  dish  dinner 
with  the  Spanish  Ministry,  followed 
by  a  special  service  and  a  Pinata. 
December  17  the  Plantation  Dinner 
will  be  held  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Y outh  Choir,  followed  by  a  concert 
by  the  Chancel  Choir  and  the  Civic 


Symphony.  On  Christmas  Eve  there 
will  be  a  candlelight  service.  Rev. 
William  Eubanks  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

All  of  the  members  of  the  D.M.A. 
Club  from  First  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles  join  Coordinator,  Julie 
Paxton  in  saying  “thank  you”  to  ev¬ 
eryone  who  helped  make  the 
group's  Annual  Bazaar  and  Gumbo 
such  a  success.  The  donations  of 
gifts,  time  and  service  are  deeply 
appreciated.  Approximately  $3000 
was  collected  which  will  be  used  in 
charity  and  missionary  projects. 
Rev.  Grayson  B.  Watson  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Bishop  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  of 
Burundi,  Africa  was  the  guest  at 
First  UMC,  Winnfield  recently  for  a 
noon  luncheon  and  dinner  at 
First  UMC,  Alexandria.  He  spoke 
about  the  Africa  University  project 
and  shared  insights  into  political 
and  religious  conditions  in  southern 
Africa.  All  interested  in  missions 


and/or  higher  education  were  en¬ 
couraged  to  attend.  Rev.  Steven  W. 
Caraway  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Winnfield,  and  Rev.  Henry  C. 
Blount  Jr.  is  pastor  at  Alexandria. 

•  *  * 

Newly  elected  members  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  and  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  for  First  UMC,  Mans¬ 
field-Grand  Cane  Charge  were 
recently  installed  during  a  worship 
service.  Brenda  Simpson  and  Kerry 
Wright  have  been  elected  to  chair 
the  Administrative  Board  and 
Council  on  Ministries,  respectfully. 
Committees  and  the  Boards  of 
Trustees  for  both  congregations 
took  office  in  November  and  began 
their  tasks  of  organizing  for  minis¬ 
try  in  the  year  ahead.  Rev.  A. 
Wayne  Evans  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Looking  ahead  to  1990  was  the 
theme  of  the  regular  meeting  of  the 
Broadmoor  UMM  which  was  held 
recently.  Skip  Kersey  led  the  group 


in  a  free-wheeling  session  designed 
to  formulate  ideas  and  plans  for  the 
future.  Kersey  is  an  active  member 
of  the  group,  chairman  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  and  former  chair¬ 
man  of  the  long  range  planning 
committee.  One  of  the  goals  of  the 
session  was  to  coordinate  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  men’s  group  with  those  of 
the  local  church,  district,  Confer¬ 
ence  office,  and  international  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  organization,  Dr,  Ken¬ 
neth  R.  Reed  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Nine  neighborhood  small  group 
Bible  studies  are  meeting  around 
Lafayette  as  part  of  Asbury  UMC’s 
fall  small  group  emphasis.  Good  re¬ 
ports  have  been  filtering  in  about 
these  experiences.  Some  are  already 
talking  about  new  studies  once  the 
holidays  have  past  and  the  year  has 
begun.  Those  interested  in  joining  a 
group  contact  the  church.  Rev. 
Stone  Caraway  is  pastor. 
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Editorial 

It's  truth  time  for  U.S. 


policy  in  El  Salvador 


Workers  in  El  Salvador's  capital  city  bury  their  dead  following  one 
of  many  recent  attacks  by  right-wing  “death  squads."  During  the 
past  three  weeks  alone  we  have  seen  ominous  signs  that  U.S.  aid  is 
being  used  to  prop  up  a  tyrannical  regime  in  El  Salvador. 


Two  decades  ago  our  nation  regu¬ 
larly  supported  "friendly”  dictatori¬ 
al  governments. 

In  Vietnam,  the  Philippines,  Tai¬ 
wan,  Korea  and  elsewhere  we  re¬ 
peated  until  we  believed  it  the  myth 
that  "friendly,  anti-communist”  ty¬ 
rants  were  leading  their  nations  to¬ 
ward  democracy. 

As  a  result,  American  tax  dollars 
often  were  used  to  support  human 
rights  violations  of  the  worst  sort,. 

During  the  intervening  years,  the 
chimes  of  freedom  gradually  have 
tolled  in  country  after  country. 
Many  of  the  worlds’  most  tyranni¬ 
cal  regimes  have  fallen. 

Recognition  is  growing  that  our 
nation  should  not  provide  support  for 
those  who  show  a  disregard  for  hu¬ 
man  life  and  human  rights  whether 
they  represent  a  leftist  or  a  rightist 
political  agenda. 

Yet  our  nation's  current  involve¬ 
ment  in  Central  America,  and  partic¬ 
ularly  in  El  Salvador,  suggests  that 
amazingly  little  has  been  learned 
from  past  failures. 

During  the  past  three  weeks  alone 
we  have  seen  ominous  signs  that 
U.S.  aid  is  being  used  to  prop  up  a 
tyrannical  regime  in  El  Salvador 

■  Six  Jesuit  priests,  their  house¬ 
keeper  and  her  daughter  were  killed 
by  men  whom  a  witness  has  identi¬ 


fied  as  uniformed  soldiers. 

■  Numerous  church  workers  and 
mission  stations  have  been  raided 
and  harassed  by  government  troops. 

■  A  Salvadoran  congregation  that 
is  closely  identified  with  two  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  this 
country  was  destroyed  by  govern¬ 
ment  bombs  during  a  clash  with  rebel 
troops. 

Such  carnage,  much  of  it  at  the 
hands  of  Salvadoran  military  “death 
squads,”  is  not  new.  Rather  it  is  dra¬ 
matically  symptomatic  of  a  bloody 
10-year  old  civil  war  in  which  it  is 
difficult  to  distinguish  the  “good 
guys”  from  the  “bad  guys.” 

Much  of  the  violence  has  been  per¬ 
petrated  by  the  government  and 
aimed  at  church  workers  on  trumped 
up  charges  of  siding  with  rebel  forces. 

Nevertheless  our  nation’s  govern¬ 
ment  persists  in  a  policy  of  massive 
military  and  humanitarian  aid  to 
the  Salvadoran  government — more 
than  $400  million  per  year. 

In  comments  reminiscent  of  the 
Vietnam  era,  President  Bush  re¬ 
cently  defended  this  policy  on 
grounds  that  the  Salvadoran  gov¬ 
ernment  was  empowered  by  “certi- 
fiably  free  elections.” 

That  contention  ignores  the  “fear 
factor”  among  voters  in  a  country 
that’s  been  ruled  for  decades  by  mili- 


tary  intimidation.  It  also  ignores  the 
fact  that  El  Salvador  lacks  other 
marks  of  a  democracy  such  as  a  free 
press  and  a  credible  judicial  system. 

In  light  of  the  recent  government- 
inflicted  atrocities  in  El  Salvador, 
we,  as  Christians,  believe  the  time 
has  come  to  acknowledge  that  our 
nation's  policy  there  is  failing. 

After  10  years  the  conflict  there 
continues  unabated  despite  our 
government’s  massive  support  of  a 
military  solution.  And  our  aid  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  doing  more  to  add  to  the 
suffering  than  to  alleviate  it  or  to 
promote  democratic  reforms. 

We  recommend  the  following: 

■  We  should  add  our  voice  to 


those  of  many  U.S.  church  leaders 
who  are  deploring  human  rights  vi¬ 
olations  on  both  sides  in  the  Salva¬ 
doran  conflict. 

■  We  should  urge  our  congressio¬ 
nal  representatives  to  curtail  severe¬ 
ly  our  nation’s  aid  to  El  Salvador 
until  its  government  shows  both  a 
commitment  to,  and  capability  of, 
producing  needed  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  reforms. 

■  We  should  appeal  to  President 
Bush  and  to  our  elected  representa¬ 
tives  to  revamp  our  policy  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America,  and  particularly  in  El 
Salvador,  with  the  aim  of  promot¬ 
ing  negotiations  that  might  lead  to  a 
genuinely  peaceful  and  democratic 
alternative. 


FaithLine -  - 

Do  you  agree  with  this  week’s  editorial  that  it  is  time  for  U2S.  Chris¬ 
tians  to  acknowledge  that  our  nation’s  policy  in  El  Salvador  is  failing? 
Why  or  why  not?  Tell  us  your  views  by  recording  a  45  second  message 
(maximum)  on  our  FaithLine  answering  machine.  Call  (214)  630-6499 
by  midnight  Dec.  13. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Affirming  our  faith  isn't  always  comfortable 


Two  quotations  from  the  Nov.  10 
issue  stand  in  striking  contrast.  One 
is  from  a  letter  written  by  Matjorie 
T.  Givens:  “I  have  felt  uncomfort¬ 
able  with  the  Apostles’  Creed  for 
some  time  and  have  wondered  why 
we  hold  onto  it  so  tenaciously.” 

The  other  is  a  quotation  from 
Bishop  Stanley  Mogoba  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  South  Africa 
cited  by  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam:  “I 
have  every  reason  to  hate  white 
people  because  of  what  they’ve 
done  to  me  in  my  country — impris¬ 
oning  me,  beating  me  and  treating 
me  as  less  than  a  human  being. 

“It  is  hard  to  love  people  who  do 
such  things,  but  as  Christians  we 
must  not  let  ourselves  give  in  to  a 
desire  for  hate  and  revenge  ...” 

Here  are  two  people  confronted 
with  facts  of  the  Christian  revela¬ 
tion — one  wanting  to  cease  affirm¬ 
ing  them  because  she  is  not 
“comfortable”  with  them;  the  other 
at  great  sacrifice  not  only  affirming 
them  but  governing  his  life  by  them. 

The  late  Professor  C.S.  Lewis 
wrote  of  his  own  conversion  to 
Christ,  “I’m  not  the  religious  type,  I 
want  to  be  let  alone,  to  feel  I  am  my 
own  master  But  since  the  facts  seem 
to  be  the  opposite,  I  had  to  give  in.” 

That’s  why  the  bishop  forgives; 
and  that’s  why  the  church  holds  so 
tenaciously  to  the  Apostles’  Creed: 
because  of  the  facts.  Comfort  is  not 
the  correct  criterion — truth  is. 

Joseph  H.  Grostephan 
Unicoi,  Tennessee 

Assumptions  are  false 

John  Lofton’s  Nov.  17  letter  to 
the  editor  is  an  example  of  one  of 
the  most  invidious  and  divisive 
problems  in  our  church. 

Mr.  Lofton  sates  that  “. . .  too 
many  Christians  value  unity  over 
truth  ...”  Another  example  is  the 
‘oft  repeated  truth  that  "Jesus 
Christ  spoke  out  on  social  and  polit¬ 
ical  matters.” 

The  false  assumption  implied  by 
those  making  such  statements  is  that 
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they  are  in  possession  of  “truth"  and 
that,  since  we  must  strive  to  emulate 
Jesus,  they  are  entitled — indeed, 
duty  bound — to  impose  their  notion 
of  “truth”  on  the  rest  of  us. 

When  a  large  minority  of  United 
Methodists  takes  a  position  differ¬ 
ing  from  a  relatively  small  majority, 
the  United  Methodist  Church 
should  refrain  from  taking  an  offi¬ 
cial  position  on  that  issue. 

The  1989  Missouri  East  Annual 
Conference  took  the  proper  action  on 
the  abortion  issue  when  it  rejected  a 
so-called  “freedom  of  choice”  petition 
as  well  as  the  counter  proposal  for  a 
so-called  “right  to  life”  petition. 

There  are  a  plethora  of  secular 
“special  issue”  groups  through 
which  one  can  publicly  espouse  a 
particular  cause.  Let’s  be  sure  that 
when  the  United  Methodist  Church 
advocates  and  supports  a  particular 
position  that  it  is  speaking  for  a  sig¬ 
nificant  majority  of  us. 

Morris  J.  Williams 
Bismarck,  Missouri 

It's  a  tough  issue 

The  Nov.  10  “Here  I  Stand"  by 
John  B.  Gill,  III,  headlined,  “It 
should  be  possible  for  us  to  back 
‘choice’  and  ‘life,’  ”  illustrates  a 
continuing  weakness  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


More  often  than  not,  in  an  effort 
to  assuage  any  dissension,  we  refuse 
to  face  up  to  tough  issues.  Abortion 
is  a  tough  issue. 

History  calls  Christians  to  courage. 
Yet  absurdly,  a  nine  million  member 
community  of  faith  is  unable  to  sum¬ 
mon  that  courage  to  stand  against  the 
killing  of  unborn  children. 

The  issue  isn’t  easy,  and  it  requires 
Christians  to  confront  two  realities: 
Abortion  in  most  instances  is  wrong 
and  the  alternative  will  demand  ex¬ 
traordinary  efforts  to  address  a  seri¬ 
ously  dysfunctional  society. 

That  saving  the  lives  of  these  chil¬ 


dren  will  create  new  demands  on 
our  compassion  and  finances  is  no 
justification  for  abortion. 

Have  we  become  so  spineless  that 
we  ignore  immorality  because  moral¬ 
ity  is  inconvenient  or  expensive?  Or 
are  we  simply  afraid  to  take  on  un¬ 
popular  causes?  If  either  is  true,  then 
perhaps  we  should  reexamine  what  it 
means  to  be  followers  of  Jesus. 

This  letter  is  written  by  two  peo¬ 
ple  who  once  were  “pro-choice.” 
God  wouldn’t  let  our  souls  rest. 
Scott  R.  Wansbrough 
Susan  Leigh  Sanders 
Dallas,  Texas 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  3,000 
member-families  of  Peachtree  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.  (North  Georgia  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent 
to  the  more  than  360  local  churches 
across  the  United  States  that  pub¬ 
lish  special  editions  of  the  Reporter. 
These  editions  combine  local 
church  news  with  general  religious 
news  and  opinion  and  are  mailed  as 
one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Atlan¬ 
ta,  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  find  your  new  church  paper  in- 
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teresting  and  informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  and 
opinion  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
■across  the  church,  we  say  again, 
“Thank  you  for  reading  your  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter." 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“A  prophet  is  not  without  honor, 
except  in  his  own  country,  and 
among  his  own  kin,  and  in  his  own 
house.”  (RSV) 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Hebrews  12:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  10 

Monday:  Psalms  72: 1-8 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  11:1-10 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  12 
Thursday:  Matthew  3:1-10 
Friday:  Matthew  3:11-12 
Saturday:  Romans  15:1-6 
Sunday:  Romans  15:7-13 


Here  I  Stand 


We  need  to  stop  avoiding 
responsibility  as  stewards! 


By  C.  EDWIN  DANIEL 

How  shall  we,  as  Christians, 
avoid  our  financial  responsibility 
for  supporting  the  church  and  its 
agencies?  Let  me  count  the  ways. 

By  having  bazaars  ...  by  selling 
cakes,  vanilla  flavoring,  Christmas 
cards,  beads,  hamburgers,  by  wash¬ 
ing  cars  ...  by  having  spaghetti  sup- 
pers  and  dozens  of  other 
money-raising  projects. 

When  money-raising  projects 
come  in  the  door,  Christian  stew¬ 
ardship  flies  out  the  window. 

How  much  easier  it  is  to  say  that 
we  are  waiting  for  the  church  ba¬ 
zaar  than  it  is  to  give  sacrificially  of 
our  financial  resources  to  the 
church  on  a  regular  basis! 

How  much  easier  it  is  to  let  some¬ 
one  else  buy  our  “goodies”  and  in 
so  doing  support  our  church  than  it 
is  to  take  our  money,  out  of  our 
pockets,  and  give  it  to  our  church! 

How  much  easier  it  is  to  talk 
about  God  and  all  the  blessings  He 
has  bestowed  on  us  than  it  is  to  ac¬ 
tually  do  something  about  that 
which  we  profess. 

And  we  do  profess,  I  believe,  that 
stewardship  is  at  the  very  heart  of  the 
Christian  faith.  We  say  that  Chris¬ 
tians  should  support  their  church  fi¬ 
nancially  because  they  arethankful 
for  what  God  has  done  for  them  in 
creation,  the  sustaining  of  His  cre¬ 
ation,  and  Jesus,  the  Christ. 

But,  after  having  said  this,  many 
churches  turn  right  around  and  sell 
a  75  cent  hamburger  for 
$5.00  ...  or  more,  depending  on 
how  much  money  is  needed. 

It  is  bad  enough  that  we  all  too 
often  don’t  take  seriously  what  we 
say  and  even  charge  our  own  people 
double.  But  we  add  insult  to  injury 
by  going  into  the  larger  community 
and  “hustling”  our  goods.  Not  only 
do  we  do  Jesus  Christ  an  injustice, 
but  we  give  the  Christian  church  a 
false  image. 

Another  sad  aspect  of  our  “com¬ 
mercial”  endeavors  is  that  when  we 
sell  hot  dogs,  vanilla  flavoring, 
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ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to  “Here  I  Stand,"  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  66 0275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  7S266-027S. 


Christmas  cards,  wash  cars,  we  are 
competing  with  the  poor  fellow  who 
is  trying  to  make  a  living  for  his 
family.  This  just  doesn’t  seem  quite 
fair  or  Christian. 

And  yet  money-raising  projects  in 
the  church  continue  to  flourish. 
And  why?  Because  we  want  to  make 
it  possible  for  people  to  participate 
in  Christian  fellowship. 

Have  we  never  considered  the 
possibility  of  having  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship  without  having  a  money¬ 
raising  project?  I  bet  that  we  could 
get  together  and  have  lots  of  fun 
and  fellowship  without  raising  mon¬ 
ey  if  we  really  put  our  minds  to  it! 

Another  interesting  reason 
churches  offer  for  money-raising 
projects  is  to  give  church  members 
something  to  do.  I  hesitate  to  say 
this,  but  I  bet  we  could  even  find 
something  more  important  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  do  if  we  really  tried. 

How  then,  shall  we,  as  Christians 
assume  our  financial  responsibility 
for  supporting  the  church? 

Let  me  count  the  Way.  If  we  as 
Christians,  are  really  concerned 
about  the  church  . . .  about  the  needs 
of  others  . . .  about  being  the  Body  of 
Christ  in  the  world  ...  we  will  begin 
challenging  people  to  give  to  the 
church  because  they  are  grateful  for 
what  God-  has  dont  for  them  in 
Christ  and  not  because  of  a  product. 


What  others  are  saying== 


“Good  education  demands  ethi¬ 
cal  literacy  and  that  requires  a  full 
discussion  of  the  moral  and  spiritu¬ 
al  values  which  tend  to  bind  a  cul¬ 
ture  together. .  .  We  do  need  to  do  a 
better  job  of  teaching  about  reli¬ 
gion.” 

— Norman  Lear,  founder.  People  for 
the  American  Way 
*  *  * 


“. .  at  times  [we  are]  so  anxious  to 
get  joiners  that  we  do  not  spend 
time  to  be  sure  the  conversion  expe¬ 
rience  is  valid.  When  we  draw  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  Lord,  we  need  to  be  sure 
we  are  calling  them  to  commitment 
and  sacrifice  rather  than  to  member¬ 
ship  in  the  church  on  the  comer.” 

— Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  official 


How  does 
a  church 
get 

involved 
in  mission? 


By  subscribing  to  the  award-winning  mission 
magazine  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


In  its  pages  are: 

■  Mission  news  from  the  United  States  and  over  70 
countries  around  the  world; 

■  Stories  of  how  lives  are  being  changed; 

■  Bible  studies  that  explore  mission  and  evan¬ 
gelism; 

■  Questions  and  Answers  About  Mission. 

To  keep  your  church  involved  in  mission,  subscribe  today  to 
NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK  -  6  issues  for  only  $11.00. 
Write  to: 

NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK  Subscription  Service, 

Service  Center,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 

7820  Reading  Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati, 

OH  45222-1800. 
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}  = watch 

SWORDS  INTO  PLOWSHARES: 

More  than  100  U.S.  religious  leaders  called  for  a 
decade  of  beating  swords  into  plowshares  as  the 
superpower  leaders  prepared  for  their  summit. 

In  a  letter  to  Presidents 
George  Bush  and  Mikhail 
Gorbachev,  the  church 
leaders  presented  a  propos¬ 
al  including  general  disar¬ 
mament  of  Europe  and 
gradual  elimination  of  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  worldwide. 
The  letter  was  circulated  by 
Bishop  White  Methodists  United  for 

Peace,  based  in  Washington.  Among  signers 
,  were  United  Methodist  Bishop  C.  Dale  White 
(New  York  Area)  and  the  Rev.  William  Sloane 
Coffin,  president  of  SANE/FREEZE,  a  national 
peace  organization. 


PRAY  FOR  CHINA:  The  National 
Federation  of  Asian-American  United  Method¬ 
ists  has  called  on  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  observe  June  3,  1990,  the  first  anniversary  of 
the  Tiananmen  Square  massacres,  with  “prayer 
for  the  people  of  China  including  its  leaders, 
students,  the  church  and  others  involved  in  the 
quest  for  greater  freedom  and  democracy.”  On 
that  day,  the  church  is  also  urged  to  take  an  of¬ 
fering  to  support  United  Methodist  China-relat¬ 
ed  Advance  special  projects.  Congregations  are 
also  being  called  on  to  participate  in  a  special 
mission  study  titled  “Wing  Across  China.” 


HISPANICS  CHALLENGED:  Eli¬ 
minating  roots  of  sexism  in  the  Hispanic  com¬ 
munity  is  the  most  formidable  challenge  facing 

tthe  Hispanic  church,  the 
Rev.  Yolanda  Pupo-Ortiz,  a 
Bethesda,  Md.,  pastor,  told 
United  Methodism’s  His¬ 
panic  caucus  last  month. 
She  pointed  to  hurdles  to  be 
surmounted  by  Hispanic 
women  such  as  poverty, 
lack  of  educational  oppor- 
Ms. Pupo-Ortiz  tunities  and  traditional 
“machismo”  as  instilled  in  and  practiced  by 
most  men.  Her  remarks  were  made  during  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  denomination’s  recog¬ 
nized  Hispanic  caucus,  MARCHA  (Methodists 
Associated  Representing  the  Cause  of  Hispanic 
Americans). 


o'.  SPREADING  'THE  WORD':  An 

evangelical  alliance  in  the  Republic  of  Ireland  is 
being  planned  by  members  of  Anglican,  Presby¬ 
terian,  Methodist,  Baptist,  Pentecostal,  Breth- 
•  ren  and  house  churches.  The  group  has  met 
with  representatives  of  the  World  Evangelical 
'  Fellowship,  the  Evangelical  Alliance  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  Northern  Ireland 
Evangelical  Alliance  to  gain  their  backing.  The 
steering  committee  said  house  groups  are 
spreading  rapidly  in  Dublin  and  across  the 
country  and  there  is  an  evangelical  Protestant 
witness  in  almost  every  Irish  community. 


■'  Compiled  from  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


Divergent  views 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — Divergent  views 
about  gays  and  lesbians  and  their 
place  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  were  aired  last  week  be¬ 
fore  the  church’s  special  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Study  Homosexuality. 

The  27-member  panel  heard 
from  leaders  of  five  unofficial  or¬ 
ganizations  of  United  Methodists: 

The  Good  News  evangelical  cau¬ 
cus;  Affirmation,  the  caucus  of  gay 
and  lesbian  United  Methodists;  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action;  the  Reconciling  Congrega¬ 
tion  movement;  and  the  Trans¬ 
forming  Congregation  movement. 

A  panel  of  gay  and  lesbian  peo¬ 
ple  spoke  to  the  study  committee 
for  hours  about  their  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  their  experiences 
with  The  United  Methodist 
Church  (see  accompanying  story). 

The  committee  is  under  a  man¬ 
date  to  identify  points  of  agree¬ 
ment  or  disagreement  within  the 
church  regarding  homosexuality, 
to  study  biblical  and  ethical  issues 


surrounding  the  subject  and  mea¬ 
sure  that  information  against 
statements  about  homosexuality 
in  the  church’s  Social  Principles. 

The  committee’s  final  report  is 
expected  to  go  to  the  church’s 
highest  legislative  body,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  in  1992. 

Caucus  issues  statement 

On  behalf  of  Good  News,  the 
caucus’  executive  secretary,  the 
Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  IV, 
read  a  seven-page  statement  ask¬ 
ing  the  committee  to: 

■  Confirm  that  homosexual 
practice,  regardless  of  how  wide¬ 
spread  it  may  be,  isn’t  the  will  of 
God  for  humanity. 

■  Clarify  that  major  portions 
of  Christian  tradition  support  a 
biblical  view  explicitly  forbid¬ 
ding  homosexuality. 

■  Put  to  rest  the  widely  held 
myth  that  homosexuals  cannot 
change  their  lifestyle  but  must 
leant  to  accept  it  and  live  with  it. 

The  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action  presentation  cen- 


Panel  hears  5  tell 
of  life  experiences 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA — Imagine  appear¬ 
ing  before  a  group  of  strangers  to 
talk  about  the  most  intimate  as¬ 
pect  of  your  life. 

Three  gay  men  and  two  lesbian 
women  were  invited  to  do  just 
that  during  the  Nov.  30-Dec.  3 
meeting  of  the  special  United 
Methodist  Committee  to  Study 
Homosexuality.  The  five  de¬ 
scribed  their  lives  and  their  expe¬ 
riences  with  the  church. 

Frank  Stegall  and  David  How¬ 
ard  of  Dallas  called  their  rela¬ 
tionship  a  “monogamous  life¬ 
time  commitment.” 

“I  believe  God  blessed  me  with 
Frank,”  said  Mr.  Howard.  “That’s 
why  I  got  back  into  church. 

“What  I’d  like  to  get  across  to 
you  is  the  pain  of  not  being  ac¬ 
cepted.  If  you  love  me,  you  have 
to  love  all  of  me,  not  just  the  parts 
you  approve  of.” 

Mary  Gaddis  of  Holy  City, 
Calif.,  and  Judy  Cayot  of  Albany, 
Calif.,  told  the  committee  theirs 
is  a  "committed”  relationship. 

Ms.  Gaddis  said  she  was  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  committee’s  search 
for  “objective  proof’  about  ho¬ 
mosexuality. 

“Here  is  200  pounds  of  objec¬ 


tive  proof,”  asserted  Ms.  Gaddis, 
standing  up.  “God  knows  me, 
knows  who  I  am  and  that  I’m  in 
a  loving  relationship  with  Judy. 
There’s  no  way  you  can  refute 
this  objective,  scientific  proof.” 

Ms.  Cayot  said,  “It’s  not  al¬ 
ways  easy.  Nobody  said  human 
relations  are  easy.  But  it’s  harder 
because  lesbians  and  gays  don’t 
get  the  support  that  heterosexual 
people  get.” 

The  Rev.  Morris  L.  Floyd  of 
Minneapolis,  now  on  special  ap¬ 
pointment  to  a  health-care  firm, 
represented  single  gay  men 

He  told  the  study  panel  that 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
“valued  my  skills  and  abilities 
until  I  ‘came  out’  [openly  ac¬ 
knowledged  his  homosexuality]. 

“My  relations  with  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  hollow.  We 
go  through  the  motions.  My  spe¬ 
cial  appointment  is  routinely  ap¬ 
proved.  I’ve  stopped  offering  to 
serve  as  a  volunteer.  I  anticipate  I 
will  soon  retire  under  the  20-year 
rule  and  put  an  end  to  sham.” 

Mr.  Floyd  said  he  had  “no  ex¬ 
pectation”  that  the  study  panel’s 
report  to  the  1 992  General  Con- 
ference  would  result  in  any 
changes  in  church  doctrine. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


aired  on  gays,  lesbians 


tered  on  acceptance  of  homosex¬ 
uality  as  a  social-justice  issue. 

The  unofficial  social-action  fed¬ 
eration  urged  the  committee  to: 

■  Affirm  homosexuality  as 
God-given. 

■  Accept  homosexuals  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  God. 

■  Extend  ordination  to  homo¬ 
sexuals. 

■  Overturn  the  prejudice  of 
“heterosexism”  that  denies  gay 
and  lesbian  couples  the  social 
and  civil  rights  that  male-female 
couples  have. 

Group  makes  5  points 

The  presentation  by  Affirma¬ 
tion,  the  unofficial  caucus  of  gay 
and  lesbian  United  Methodists, 
made  five  points: 

■  Homosexuality  is  part  of  the 
will  of  God  and  should  be  cele¬ 
brated  and  used  responsibly. 

■  The  Bible  seems  to  speak  of 
same-sex  behavior  but  not  same- 
sex  orientation. 

■  Human  sexuality  functions 
on  a  continuum,  not  at  clearly 


defined  extremes. 

■  Sexual  orientation  is  a  given, 
and  therapies  to  change  it  don’t 
work. 

■  Homophobia  and  heterosex¬ 
ual  privilege  are  injustices  that 
need  to  be  removed. 

During  discussions  later  be¬ 
tween  committee  members  and 
presenters,  Bishop  Neil  L.  Irons 
(New  Jersey  Area)  noted  that 
both  Affirmation  and  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Federation  for  Social  Ac¬ 
tion  approach  homosexuality  as 
solely  a  social-justice  issue. 

“There  is  a  church  issue  here,” 
Bishop  Irons  said.  “Where  have 
you  turned  for  biblical  support?” 

Randy  Miller  of  Affirmation 
said  he  had  found  biblical  texts 
regarding  homosexuality  to  be 
“such  a  small  part  in  comparison 
to  those  dealing  with  justice.” 

Homosexuals  welcomed 

Mark  Bowman,  national  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  Reconciling  Congre¬ 
gations  movement,  explained  that 
the  5-year-old  group  is  made  up  of 


local  churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  willing  to  make  a  public 
statement  that  all  are  welcome  in 
the  life  of  the  church — specifically 
including  homosexuals. 

There  are  42  Reconciling  Con¬ 
gregations  in  United  Methodism 
and  five  Reconciling  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  Mr.  Bowman  said. 

The  Transforming  Congrega¬ 
tions  movement  was  represented 
by  its  national  coordinator,  the 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Kuyper,  pastor  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bakersfield,  Calif. 

He  identified  Transforming 
Congregations  as  a  year-old 
movement,  located  primarily  in 
northern  California,  seeking  to 
welcome  into  local  churches  ho¬ 
mosexuals  who  desire  to  change 
their  gay  or  lesbian  lifestyles  and 
to  help  them  change. 

The  special  study  committee 
plans  inquiries  into  such  areas  as 
theology,  ethics  and  biomedical 
sciences  next  year.  Its  next  meet¬ 
ing  is  scheduled  for  March  9-12 
in  Boston. 


Study-panel  bias  claimed 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA — Is  the  special 
United  Methodist  Committee  to 
Study  Homosexuality  biased? 

Representatives  from  oppo¬ 
site  sides  of  the  debate  over  ho¬ 
mosexuality  contend  that  it  is. 

A  formal  presentation  to  the 
committee  from  the  unofficial 
Good  News  evangelical  caucus 
alleged  that  the  panel  is  stacked 
with  members  who  favor  accep¬ 
tance  of  homosexuality. 

The  Good  News  statement 
cited  recent  studies  by  similar 
groups  within  three  other  de¬ 
nominations  as  examples  of 
how  their  recommendations 
about  homosexuality  didn’t  re¬ 
flect  the  feelings  of  the  majority 


of  those  denominations. 

By  contrast,  homosexuals  and 
their  supporters  at  the  meeting 
alleged  that  the  committee  was 
unfair  because  it  didn’t  have 
sufficient  input  from  low-in¬ 
come  and  racial/ethnic  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women. 

Mary  Gaddis,  a  lesbian 
spokeswoman,  strongly  berated 
the  Rev.  Nancy  S.  Yamasaki, 
the  committee’s  chairwoman, 
for  not  funding  expenses  of 
needy  homosexuals  to  attend  all 
meetings  of  the  committee. 

That  allegation  was  repeated 
late  in  the  meeting  when  the 
study  panel’s  sciences  subcom¬ 
mittee  reported  that  it  would  be 
costly  to  bring  in  experts  it 
would  like  to  consult  at  an  Au¬ 


gust  1 990  meeting. 

Ms.  Yamasaki  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  later  that  she  couldn’t 
say  whether  the  committee 
would  address  paying  the  ex¬ 
penses  for  gay  men  and  lesbian 
women  to  speak  to  the  panel. 

The  concerns  about  balance 
were  so  strong  that  at  one  point 
the  study  panel  went  into  exec¬ 
utive  session  so  it  could  clear 
the  air  among  members. 

Ms.  Yamasaki  said  some 
committee  members  had  ex¬ 
pressed  discomfort  over  per¬ 
ceived  imbalance  in  the  panel’s 
deliberations. 

Specifics  of  the  committee’s 
closed  session  weren’t  dis¬ 
closed. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Africa  U.  hits  financing  snag 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ORLANDO,  Fla. — “Contin¬ 
ued  progress”  toward  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  United  Methodist 
university  in  Africa  was  applaud¬ 
ed  by  the  denomination’s  chief 
fiscal  agency  Nov.  30. 

But  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  with¬ 


held  final  approval  of  financial 
plans  pending  "written  evi¬ 
dence”  from  the  Zimbabwe  gov¬ 
ernment  that  the  school  can  be 
established  there. 

Funds  cannot  be  released 
pending  receipt  of  documenta¬ 
tion,  GCFA  said,  except  ex¬ 
penses  incurred  in  planning. 

The  fiscal  arm  of  the  church 
also  questioned  initial  provisions 


for  a  corporation  in  Zimbabwe  to 
have  "full  powers  to  create  and 
manage"  the  university. 

A  revised  version  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  articles  of  incorporation 
and  bylaws  will  be  submitted  to 
the  finance  council  later. 

Preliminary  plans  call  for 
opening  the  first  phase  of  the 
university  to  students  in  spring 
1991. 


Your  Investment 
in  Mission 

THE 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

DEVELOPMENT 

FUND 

Helping  to 
Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Inv 

Rate* 

4  yr.  term 

$100 

9% 

1  yr.  term 

$100 

8% 

Flexible 

$100 

7% 

’Rates  subject  to  change. 


For  as  little  as  $1 00,  notes  may  be  purchased.  Available  only 
to  United  Methodist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organiza¬ 
tions,  Boards  or  agencies.  Be  a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church 
into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your  own  personal  investment 
goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing:  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115.  Tel.  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633  if  out-of-NY 
State. 


Churches'  insurance  rates  going  down 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ORLANDO,  Florida — If  yours  is 
one  of  10,000  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  participating  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-sponsored  property,  ca¬ 
sualty  and  liability  insurance  plan, 
you  can  expect  significantly  im¬ 
proved  coverage  in  the  new  year — at 
no  additional  cost. 

Improvements  in  coverage  for 
1990  are  one  step  toward  a  new  na¬ 
tional  insurance  plan  adopted  last 
week  by  the  church’s  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

The  new  national  plan — sched¬ 
uled  to  be  fully  operative  in  1991 — 
is  expected  to  save  $2.5  million 
from  the  church’s  annual  $25  mil¬ 
lion  gross  insurance  premium,  said 
spokesmen  for  Frank  B.  Hall  and 
Co.  of  New  York  Inc.,  the  church’s 
insurance  broker,  and  Atlantic  Mu¬ 
tual  Cos.,  the  underwriter. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  S.  Drake,  chief 
executive  of  the  church’s  fiscal 
agency,  said  the  new  plan  involves: 

•  Replacing  more  than  9,000  indi¬ 
vidual  insurance  policies  with  uni¬ 
form  coverage  via  a  single  master 
policy.  The  program  was  explained 
as  being  similar  to  a  group  medical 
plan  in  which  each  insured  institu¬ 
tion  would  get  a  participation  cer¬ 
tificate. 

•  Assuring  that  each  participating 
insured — ex.  local  church — can  ex¬ 
pect  an  annual  dividend  equal  to  at 
least  the  annual  interest  income 
from  premiums  it  has  paid.  Cur¬ 
rently,  interest  income  goes  into  a 
loss  pool  where  it  is  subject  to  being 
used  to  pay  claims. 

(This  year,  for  instance,  there  will 
be  no  dividend  because  of  losses  from 
major  natural  disasters  like  Hurricane 
Hugo,  the  northern  California  earth¬ 


quake  and  tornadoes  in  Alabama, 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York.) 

•  Including  what  were  previously 
optional  coverages  as  part  of  the 
primary  policy.  These  coverages  in¬ 
clude  pastors’  professional  liability 
insurance,  directors’  and  officers’  li¬ 
ability  coverage  for  volunteer 
boards  and  umbrella  liability  for 
such  things  as  personal  injury  to 
people  attending  events  on  church 
property. 


By  RITA  HEALY 

The  war  in  El  Salvador  has 
touched  the  80-member  United 
Church  (Presbyterian  and  United 
Methodist)  in  Idaho  Springs,  Colo. 

Craig  Jordan,  26-year-old  only  son 
of  the  Rev.  Pat  Jordan  and  his  wife, 
Gwen,  watched  his  roommate  die  in 
his  arms  in  the  early  morning  of 
Nov.  12,  the  victim  of  a  grenade 
launched  by  right-wing  guerrillas  in 
San  Salvador. 

Christopher  Babcock,  a  25-year-old 
Roman  Catholic  from  Spokane,  died 
in  the  garage  of  the  home  they  shared. 

Both  were  teachers  at  the  Ameri¬ 
can  School  in  San  Salvador  and 
lived  on  the  same  block  as  the  presi¬ 
dential  house,  a  neighborhood  with 
a  strong  military  presence. 

Mr.  Jordan  tells  this  story: 

Upon  returning  home  from  an 
evening  with  friends,  they  spotted 
men  in  military  uniforms  near  their 
home.  Mr.  Jordan  was  backing  his 
car  into  the  garage  and  his  room¬ 
mate  was  closing  the  garage  door 
when  there  was  an  explosion. 

Mr.  Jordan  watched  his  room¬ 
mate  fall,  helped  him  to  safety  in¬ 
side  the  garage,  wrapped  him  in  a 


Coverage  improvements  will  be 
effective  in  1990  at  1989  rates.  Rate 
reductions  are  expected  in  1991  for 
the  same  coverage. 

The  projected  savings  in  the  na¬ 
tional  plan  is  based  on  elimination 
of  local  insurance  agents.  Until  now, 
local  agents  have  serviced  local 
churches’  policies  under  the  program 
sponsored  by  the  general-church  fis¬ 
cal  agency. 

In  addition  to  about  10,000  local 


blanket,  cleaned  his  face  with  a  rag. 
and  saw  pieces  of  shrapnel  embed¬ 
ded  in  his  friend’s  face  and  head.  As 
his  friend  lay  dying.  Mr.  Jordan 
heard  more  shooting  and  grenades 
exploding.  He  later  told  a  reporter 
that  he  listened  for  his  friend’s 
heartbeat,  but  all  he  could  hear  was 
his  own. 

On  Sunday  night,  Nov.  12,  the 
Jordans  learned  from  television 
news  that  an  American  teacher  had 
been  killed  in  San  Salvador.  They 
soon  learned  that  the  teacher  was 
their  son’s  roommate.  They  then  re¬ 
ceived  word  that  their  son  was  un¬ 
harmed  and  planning  to  leave  El 
Salvador. 

The  afternoon  following  his 
roommate’s  death,  Mr.  Jordan  was 
able  to  purchase  an  airplane  ticket 
back  to  the  United  States. 

He  donated  most  of  his  posses¬ 
sions  to  the  Rev.  Phil  Saul,  pastor  of 
the  Union  Church  in  San  Salvador, 
an  interdenominational  church  for 
the  English-speaking  community. 

Upon  arriving  in  Denver,  he  told 
a  reporter  from  the  "Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  News,"  “I’m  extremely  thank¬ 
ful  that  God  has  some  plan  for  me 
to  continue  in.  I  praise  God  for  sav- 


congregations,  the  church-sponsored 
property  and  casualty  package  covers 
28  annual  conferences,  six  denomina¬ 
tionwide  agencies  and  74  United 
Methodist-related  institutions. 

The  institutions  include  confer¬ 
ence  camps  and  centers,  district  of¬ 
fices,  parsonages,  campus  Wesley 
Foundations  and  two  historic  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  retreats — Lake  Juna- 
luska.  N.C.,  and  Epworth  by  the  Sea 
on  St.  Simons  Island.  Ga. 


ing  me,  but  I  have  questions:  Why? 
How  come?  Another  10  seconds 
and  it  could  have  been  me  by  the 
(garage)  door. 

“We  fail  to  realize  that  the  (ruling 
party)  has  spawned  the  death 
squads  that  killed  the  (six  Jesuit) 
priests."  he  added. 

“The  Christian  community  in  El 
Salvador  goes  to  the  people  who 
need  the  help,  the  poor.  And  as 
soon  as  they  work  with  that  group, 
they  are  considered  guerrilla  sym¬ 
pathizers.  And  once  they  are  con¬ 
sidered  guerrilla  sympathizers,  they 
will  be  killed.” 

The  Sunday  following  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing,  Craig  Jordan  gave  the  “Minute 
for  Mission”  during  the  worship 
service  at  his  father’s  church. 
Thanking  the  congregation  for  its 
prayers,  Mr.  Jordan  said  he  felt  the 
hand  of  God  protecting  him. 

The  American  School  where  he 
and  Mr.  Babcock  taught  is  closed 
until  at  least  Jan.  8  because  of  the 
warfare  in  San  Salvador.  Mr.  Jor¬ 
dan  has  no  plans  to  return. 

Ms.  Healy  is  a  free-lance  writer  in  Gold¬ 
en ,  Colo. 
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THE  SEARCH  IS  ON:  A  United 

Methodist  laywoman  is  leading  the  search  com¬ 
mittee  for  a  new  chief  executive  at  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  Margaret  Sonnenday  of 
St.  Louis  said  she  didn’t  know  how  soon  her 
committee  would  make  a  recommendation. 


REFUGEES  SAY  'THANKS':  At 


least  $78,376.22  has  been 
United  Methodists  in  1989 
for  Central  American  refu¬ 
gee  ministries  in  the  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley.  Bishop 
Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  (San 
Antonio,  Texas,  Area)  told 
the  Council  of  Bishops  last 
month  that  the  money  has 
been  used  to  hire  legal  help 
to  assist  refugees  being  de¬ 
tained  for  deportation. 


donated  by  local 


Bishop  Dixon 


NEW  MISSION  AGREEMENTS:  a 

new  partnership  agreement  for  missionaries  has 
been  made  between  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  in  the  Philippines  and  North  American 
United  Methodists.  Officials  of  the  World  Pro¬ 
gram  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  mission 
board  report  that  United  Methodist  mission 
workers  from  North  American  must  have  living 
standards  equal  to  their  mission  partners.  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  officials  have  asked  that  the  term 
“co-worker”  be  used  in  place  of  “missionary.” 
The  United  Methodist  Church  has  relationships 
with  the  United  Church  and  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  the  Philippines.  Twenty-seven 
United  Methodist  missionaries  serve  in  the 
Asian  nation. 

MORE  TROOPS  RESPOND: 

Members  of  the  denomination’s  black  caucus 
have  joined  the  ranks  of  United  Methodists  pre¬ 
paring  to  give  direct  support  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  anti-drug  initiative.  In  a  letter  to  Bish¬ 
op  Felton  E.  May,  who  is  leading  the  effort,  Er¬ 
nest  L.  Swiggett,  chairman  of  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal,  said  his  caucus  pledges  its 
support  "through  prayer,  presence  and  re¬ 
sources.” 

YOUTH  GRANTS:  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
.has  approved  1990  grants  for  projects  in  the 
United  States  and  South  Africa.  The  total  in¬ 
cludes  $8,000  to  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  for  its  international  Mother/Child 
Survival  Project.  The  funds,  received  through  the 
church’s  national  Youth  Service  Fund,  are  in¬ 
tended  to  support  ministries  of  discipleship,  evan¬ 
gelism,  peace,  justice  and  outreach. 

ON  DEATH  AND  DYING:  The  re¬ 
cently  adopted  United  Methodist/Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  statement  on  “Floly  Living  and  Holy 
Dying”  is  available  from  the  United  Methodist 
Service  Center  in  Cincinnati.  The  publication  is 
the  result  of  a  three-year  dialogue  between  the 
two  denominations  on  issues  of  death,  its  pro¬ 
cess  and  its  hastening.  The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey 
Powers  of  the  General  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  said 
copies  of  the  book  would  be  sent  to  pastoral- 
care  conferences,  chaplains,  hospital  personnel, 
and  Christian-unity  chairpeople  within  annual 
conferences. 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


Long-term  efforts 
by  UMCOR  help 
variety  of  victims 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Here’s  a  quiz  for  you:  What  do 
Hurricane  Hugo,  the  northern 
California  earthquake  and  the 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  tornado  have  in 
common? 

Answer:  Victims  of  these  disas¬ 
ters  are  being  helped  by  long¬ 
term  efforts  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Many  United  Methodists  are 
familiar  with  the  relief  commit¬ 
tee’s  emergency  response.  But 
not  all  are  aware  that  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  work  doesn’t  stop  with  the 
first  $10,000  grant  it  typically 
sends  out. 

Lloyd  Rollins,  the  committee’s 
disaster  response  coordinator, 
described  how  the  agency  works: 

When  a  disaster  occurs,  a  des¬ 
ignated  person  within  the  annual 
conference  affected  assesses  the 
situation  and  reports  on  emer¬ 
gency  needs. 

Then  the  presiding  bishop  of 
the  affected  area,  or  a  Methodist 
official  of  similar  rank  in  other 
countries,  requests  assistance 
from  the  relief  committee. 

“We  don’t  haphazardly  make 
grants,”  Mr.  Rollins  said.  “That 
wouldn't  be  good  stewardship.” 

Disaster  surveys  and  an  aid  re¬ 


quest  frequently  occur  within  48 
hours — sometimes  in  as  little  as 
24  hours — of  a  disaster,  he  added. 

“Forty-eight  hours,  frankly,  is 
an  amazing  response  time,”  Mr. 
Rollins  noted.  “It  means  that 
someone  on  the  local  level  has 
really  been  busy  evaluating  the  sit¬ 
uation  and  reporting  back  to  us.” 

Specially  trained  disaster  con¬ 
sultants  then  go  into  the  area  to 
assess  long-term  needs,  Mr.  Rol¬ 
lins  said. 

The  relief  committee  has  12 
disaster  consultants  around  the 
country,  he  said.  They  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  go  into  an  affected  area 
at  any  time.  Overseas  visits  also 
are  arranged. 

After  this  assessment — or  imme¬ 
diately  in  the  case  of  a  major  disas¬ 
ter  such  as  the  California 
earthquake — the  relief  committee 
will  open  an  Advance  Special  ac¬ 
count.  United  Methodists  can  then 
direct  their  contributions  to  that 
account  (see  accompanying  story). 

Relief  officials  gauge  what  as¬ 
sistance  to  provide  beyond  the 
initial  grants  based  on  reports 
from  field  consultants,  Mr.  Rol¬ 
lins  explained. 

Many  relief-committee  proj¬ 
ects  started  as  disaster-relief  ef¬ 
forts  and  evolved  into  long-term 
programs,  he  added. 


UMCOR  receives  funds 
from  special  source:  You 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  gets  its  aid  mon- 
ey  from  a  special  source: 

You. 

“We  have  two  ongoing  disaster 
response  accounts  [domestic  and 
international],”  said  Lloyd  Rol¬ 
lins,  the  relief  committee’s  disas¬ 
ter  response  coordinator.  “Those 
are  funded  from  the  ‘One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing.’  ” 

“One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing” 
is  a  churchwide  special-day  offer¬ 
ing.  It  provides  basic  support  for 
the  relief  committee’s  immediate 
disaster  responses. 

The  offering  is  typically  re¬ 
ceived  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of 
Lent.  In  recent  years,  it  has 
brought  about  $2.5  million  a  year 
to  the  relief  committee,  accord¬ 
ing  to  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications’  benevolence 
interpretation  division. 

Funds  for  long-term  assistance 


come  from  contributions  to  spe¬ 
cially  designated  accounts  of  The 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church. 

The  Advance  is  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  program  of 
designated  “second-mile”  giving 
beyond  nortfial  heeds. 

All  money  contributed  to  Ad¬ 
vance  projects — including  disaster 
relief  efforts — goes  (o  the .  desig-. 
nated  project.  None  is  deducted 
for  administration  or  promotion. 

For  extraordinary,  widespread 
disasters  such  as  Hurricane  Hugo 
and  Mozambique’s  civil  war,  Mr. 
Rollins  said  the  relief  committee 
recommends  that  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
consider  issuing  a  churchwide 
Bishops’  Appeal. 

Advance  Special  contributions 
from  United  Methodist  confer¬ 
ences,  congregations  and  individ¬ 
uals  bring  in  more  than  $1 
million  annually,  he  said. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


World  Council  of  Churches' 
head  sends  Christmas  greeting 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Christ: 

A  Happy  Christmas  to  you!  The  moment  has  come  to  celebrate  once  again  Cod's  visita¬ 
tion  of  us  in  lesus  Christ.  No  doubt  many  problems  lie  behind  us  in  the  past  year — person¬ 
al,  family,  social  and  international  problems.  As  we  look  to  tomorrow,  troubles  and  fears 
also  heap  up  before  us. 

Can  we  affirm  justice  in  a  world  where  it 
would  seem  that  the  gap  between  those  with 
nothing  and  those  with  much  is  growing  before 
our  very  eyes ? 

Can  we  affirm  peace  in  this  new  period  when 
the  great  nations  seem  to  be  making  progress 
on  the  road  to  disarmament,  but  regional  con¬ 
flicts  still  build  up  terror,  fear,  desolation  and 
death ? 

Shall  we  be  able  to  control  our  capacity  for 
wasteful  destruction  and  for  exploiting  nature, 
and  to  exercise  a  responsibility  for  the  environ¬ 
ment  which  will  make  it  possible  for  us — with 
justice — to  hand  on  to  future  generations  a 
world  which  is  closer  to  Cod's  original  will ? 

Fears  and  uncertainties  on  every  side! 

But  today  at  Christmas  a  fundamental  cer¬ 
tainty  encourages  our  spirits  and  gives  us  sup¬ 
port.  The  God  who  in  jesus  Christ  identified 
himself  with  all  creation  is  alive  and  actively 
with  us  in  our  festival. 

More  than  that,  He  calls  us  to  work  with  Him 
so  that  the  whole  universe  can  join  in  our  cele¬ 
bration.  Christmas  is  important  as  a  time  for 
reflection,  of  returning  again  to  the  essentials, 
of  starting  afresh  from  the  astonishing  affirma¬ 
tion  that  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the 
world  to  Himself  (2  Corinthians  5: 1 9). 

Let  us  live  this  Christmas  remembering  that  God  in  Christ  has  established  forever  a  to¬ 
ken  of  encouragment  to  which  all  can  turn  who  hunger  and  thirst  for  justice,  and  a  prom¬ 
ise  of  peace  for  all  those  who  are  peacemakers,  and  that  in  the  song  of  the  heavenly  hosts 
He  gave  us  an  objective  vision  of  the  glory  which  belongs  to  all  creation! 

In  our  Christmas  prayers,  let  us  include  all  concerned  for  protecting  nature,  those  who 
proclaim  justice,  and  those  who  announce  peace!  Let  us  join  forces  with  all  who  struggle 
for  justice,  peace  and  the  integrity  of  creation! 

Christmas  invites  us  to  a  festival  of  hope;  it  is  a  festival  of  the  new  covenant  with  God. 

May  God  richly  bless  you! 

The  Rev.  Emilio  Castro,  General  Secretary 
The  World  Council  of  Churches 


'Wish  list'  shows  Christmas  needs 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Does  your  Christmas  “wish 
list"  include  wishing  for  ways  to 
truly  honor  the  birth  of  Jesus? 

Are  you  looking  for  ways  to 
show  your  concern  for  the  family 
of  God? 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  says,  “This  holi¬ 
day  season,  let’s  remember  God’s 
greatest  gift  by  giving  to  others  in 
Christ’s  name.” 

David  Montanye,  program  co¬ 
ordinator  for  the  relief  commit¬ 
tee,  said,  “Congregations  can 
resist  the  pressures  of  a  commer¬ 
cialized  Christmas  and  rediscov¬ 
er  the  genuine  joy  at  the  heart  of 
this  celebration  by  giving  an  Ad¬ 


vance  gift  through  UMCOR.” 

United  Methodists  can  desig¬ 
nate  gifts  for  relief  committee 
projects  through  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church.” 

"Through  these  gifts,  United 
Methodists  can  respond  to 
Christ’s  command  to  feed  the 
hungry,  care  for  the  sick  and  wel¬ 
come  the  stranger  to  our  midst,” 
Mr.  Montanye  said. 

In  the  booklet,  “Whose  Birth¬ 
day  is  it,  Anyway,”  published  by 
the  Alternatives  organization  in 
Ellenwood,  Ga.,  Mr.  Montanye 
calls  attention  to  a  “wish  list”  of 
gifts  that  can  be  given  through 
the  relief  committee. 

The  cost  for  specific  items  on 
the  “wish  list”  include: 

✓  50  cents — A  packet  of  Oral 


Rehydration  Therapy  (UMCOR 
Advance  No.  982696-3). 

•f  $1 — A  chicken  for  a  village 
farmer  ((UMCOR  Advance  No. 
418375-5). 

/  $1 — Ten  seedlings  for  refor¬ 
estation  (UMCOR  Advance  No. 
154725-1). 

/  $5 — Immunization  against 
diseases  for  a  child  (UMCOR 
Advance  No.  982400-7). 

C  $5 — Ten  bricks  for  a  house 
overseas  (UMCOR  Advance  No. 
1  10525-5). 

•f  $10 — Food  for  malnour- 
ished  children  (UMCOR  Ad¬ 
vance  No.  181100-1). 

■f  $12 — Blankets,  food  and 
clothing  for  U.S.  victims  of  disas¬ 
ter  (UMCOR  Advance  No. 
901670-1). 


Pastor  finds  'walking-around  money'  meets  real  needs 


STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

PITTSBURGH— The  Rev. 
William  H.  Acosta  has  a  simple  the¬ 
ory  about  church  appeals  for  disas¬ 
ter  relief. 

The  theory  sounds — and  is — bib¬ 
lical.  But  it’s  based  on  what  the 
United  Methodist  minister  calls 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH.  2400- 
member  UMC.  Responsible  for  total  program 
dcvelopment/implementation  sixth  grade-col¬ 
lege.  Position  available  December  17.  Lay  or 
ordained  persons  acceptable.  Resume:  Robert 
Smalley,  3420  Woodstone  Place,  Augusta,  GA 
30909. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES. 

Full-time  position  in  suburban  church  of  800 
members.  Responsible  for  developing  pro¬ 
gram,  providing  resources,  coordination,  lead¬ 
ership  for  lay  volunteers.  MRE  or  BA  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  with  applicable  work 
experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume  to: 
Chairperson,  SPRC.  South  Miami  UMC,  5999 
Ponce  de  Leon,  Miami,  FL  33146. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY. 

European  tours:  July  16-29,  August  14-25. 
Confirmed  tickets.  Host  experienced  12  years. 
Write:  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence,  4192  Tattenham, 
Boise,  ID  83704. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 
Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145 
week.  $450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability. 
Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

WANTED:  ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PASTOR. 

Part-time,  general  pastoral  duties  especially 
outreach  responsibilities.  Resume  to:  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  171,  Prince 
Frederick.  MD  20678. 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits. 

fabrics.  Stoles,  paraments.  etc.  Brochure/fabnc 
swatches  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  avail¬ 
able  for  meetings.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd„  Philadelphia.  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

and  Youth  Ministries.  Emphasis  on  youth.  Ex¬ 
perience  necessary.  Salary  dependent  upon 
qualifications  (Si 5.000-$  18,000  for  Vi-time). 
Resume  to:  Rev  D  W.  McCasland,  P.O.  Box 
187.  Canton.  TX  75103. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  in 

Mission,  is  looking  for  a  Director  of  Christian 
Education,  full-time,  with  primary  focus  of  the 
Director’s  job  description  being  on  children 
and  youth.  For  further  information,  call  (512) 
585-1665,  or  585-1347,  or  simply  send  resume 
to:  The  Staff/Parish  Relations  Committee, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  926, 
Mission,  TX  78572. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR/Orgamst 

needed.  1 700-member  church  in  El  Paso,  Tex¬ 
as.  Coordinate,  conduct  graded  choirs,  hand¬ 
bells.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Don 
Forsman,  Trinity-First  UMC,  810  N.  Oregon, 

El  Paso,  TX  79902. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  MINISTRIES 

Full-time  position  in  growing  2500-member 
church.  Coordinate  Sunday  School  and  activi¬ 
ties  for  preschool  and  elementary  children. 
Salary  negotiable.  Hiring  immediately.  Send 
resume  to:  Wynn  McGregor,  West  End  United 
Methodist  Church.  2200  West  End  Ave.,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37203. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  POSITION.  Near 

Ft.  Myers.  Retiree  community  with  young 
adults  relocating.  Goal  to  become  mtergenera- 
tional  church  through  outreach  to  young  adults 
and  small  group  witness  to  Jesus  Christ.  Con¬ 
tact:  Jack  Downey,  Box  668.  Lehigh,  FL 
33970.  (813)  369-1433  (evenings-  368-1089). 

WANTED:  CAMP  FACILITIES  MANAGER 

Oversee  property,  equipment  at  two  confer¬ 
ence  camps.  $15,000-$  18,000  annually  with 
full  benefits.  Send  letter,  resume,  three  refer¬ 
ences  to  Ray  Wagner,  2410  12th  St.  N.,  Fargo, 
ND  58102.  Deadline  February  1st. 

WINTER  ON  FLORIDA  GULF  COAST.  Open 
January  1.  1990.  Kitchen,  dining,  two  bedroom 
furnished  apartment  four  b|ocks  from  the  beach 
and  shopping.  Venice  Florida.  $550.00  month¬ 
ly.  plus  utilities  for  two  or  more  months.  Rev. 
Edward  Hoffman,  (505)  891-3129. 

“walking-around  money.” 

On  any  given  Sunday  morning, 
Mr.  Acosta  said,  a  typical  congrega¬ 
tion  is  carrying  hundreds  of  dollars  in 
cash  with  no  particular  use  in  mind. 

“Touch  them  with  a  need,  and 
they’ll  respond,”  said  the  60-year- 


old  Mr.  Acosta,  senior  pastor  of  St. 
Stephens  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Burke,  Va. 

Mr.  Acosta’s  theory  is  even  more 
specific.  Based  on  three  recent  on- 
the-spot  appeals  in  his  congrega¬ 
tion,  he’s  determined  that  a 


1,000-to- 1,200-member  congrega¬ 
tion  can  be  counted  upon  to  give 
$500  per  appeal. 

In  recent  months  he  has  asked  his 
congregation  for  aid  for  an  ailing 
minister  within  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference,  for  victims  of  Hurri¬ 


cane  Hugo  and  for  victims  of  the 
northern  California  earthquake. 

The  results  each  time  exceeded 
$500  in  “walking  around  money.” 

"When  there’s  a  real  need,  people 
open  their  pocketbooks,  and  the 
money  comes  out,"  Mr.  Acosta  said. 


Where  do  old  UMC  hymnals  go  to  live? 


If  your  congregation  has  pur¬ 
chased  copies  of  the  new  United 
Methodist  Hymnal,  you’re  probably 
looking  for  something  to  do  with 
copies  of  the  old  Book  of  Hymns. 
Here  are  some  suggestions: 

The  Tennessee  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  the  Reporter  said 
the  Rev.  Marcelino  Casuco,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  West  Metro  Manila 
District  in  the  Philippines,  has 

Concern  rises 
over  Salvador 

Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— Concern  for 
the  safety  of  U.S.  church  workers  in 
El  Salvador  amid  that  nation’s 
growing  civil  strife  continued  to 
mount  last  week  as  Protestant  lead¬ 
ers  denounced  the  “harassment  of 
our  churches  by  the  military  and  se¬ 
curity  forces  of  El  Salvador.” 

Between  30-40  U.S.  missionaries 
and  church  workers  have  reportedly 
fled  El  Salvador  since  the  latest  re¬ 
bel  offensive  broke  out  Nov.  11. 
Many  have  been  Protestants,  an  in¬ 
dication  of  their  gi  owing  presence 
in  El  Salvador. 


asked  for  old  hymnals.  They  may  be 
sent  to  him  at  900  United  Nations 
Ave.,  Ermita,  Manila,  Philippines. 

The  Rev.  William  R.  Kinnett, 
South  Carolina  conference  disaster 
coordinator,  said  old  hymnals 
would  be  welcome  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  that  lost  theirs 
because  of  church  damage  from 
Hurricane  Hugo.  Contact  Mr.  Kin¬ 
nett  at  803-754-0297. 

United  Methodist  missionaries 
Nancy  and  David  Forrest  in  Sierra 
Leone  have  sent  word  that  they 
would  be  glad  to  have  "all  the  old 
hymnals  that  can  be  sent  over 
here."  Their  address  is  P.O.  Box 
1 15,  Freetown,  Sierra  Leone. 

The  Holston  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  said  that  a  retired  Philippine 
missionary  encourages  churches  to 
seek  out  overseas  congregations 
that  use  English  as  a  second  lan¬ 
guage.  The  understanding  is  that 
the  hymnals  would  help  them  in 
worship  and  in  improving  their  lan¬ 
guage  skills. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  the  new  hymnal’s  publisher, 
is  looking  for  suggestions  on  what 
to  do  with  old  hymnals,  said 


spokesman  Clifton  O.  Goodlett. 

“People  have  called  us  asking 
what  to  do  with  the  old  hymnals,” 
Mr.  Goodlett  told  the  Reporter  re¬ 
cently.  “Frankly,  we  don’t  have  too 
many  ideas.” 

He  encouraged  congregations  to 
send  their  ideas  on  donating  old 
hymnals  to  him  at  The  United  Pub¬ 
lishing  House,  P.O.  Box  801,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  37202. 

Hymnals  can  be  sent  overseas 
most  inexpensively  by  surface  mail, 
which  usually  takes  some  months  to 
reach  its  destination.  Compare 


costs  with  several  shipping  compa¬ 
nies  first. 

Books  should  be  packed  in  sturdy 
boxes,  securely  fastened  and  clearly 
labeled:  "Used  Books — No  Value.” 

No  value,  that  is,  except  to  those 
who  will  use  them  to  praise  God. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  that  church  anniversary  with  a 
commissioned  pen  and  ink  illustration.  This 
art  can  be  used  in  brochures,  art  prints,  post¬ 
ers,  etc.  Contact  the  artist,  Tom  Gibson:  Mis¬ 
sion  Communications,  P.O.  Box  222198, 
Pallas,  TX  75222,  (214)  630-6495. 


THE 
UNITED 
METHODIST 
NECKTIE  &  SCARF 

Brilliant  Red  Flame  and  White  Cross  on  Blue  Background. 
Silk/Poly  Blend.  Scarf  32”  Square. 

A  Cherished  Gift  Identified  with  our  Church 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


Send  Check  Or 
Money  Order  To: 


TAYC0 


700  S.  MADISON,  Dept.  129 
ENID,  OK  73701 
(405)  233-5554 


Out  of  USA, 
C.O.D.  etc.  extra 


Faith  dimensions  5 
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Is  this  religion's  latest  odd  couple? 

Israeli  rabbi Palestinian  priest  organize  a  rare  'peace  team ' 


By  JULIA  LIEBLICH 

Religious  Newt  Service 

Early  Sunday  morning  a  young  Is¬ 
raeli  rabbi  wearing  a  yarmulke 
strolls  up  Broadway  with  a  middle- 
aged  Palestinian  priest  in  rumpled 
clerical  garb. 

A  grocer  stares  as  the  two  men 
trade  jokes  in  Hebrew. 

“I  get  a  kick  out  of  the  looks  we 
get,”  admits  Rabbi  Jeremy  Mil- 
grom,  a  lecturer  at  Hebrew  Univer¬ 
sity.  “We’re  a  rare  team  in  the 
United  States.  We’re  even  rarer  in 
Israel.” 

Rabbi  Milgrom  and  the  Rev.  She- 
hadeh  Shehadeh,  an  Anglican  priest 
from  Galilee,  are  on  their  way  to 
the  Episcopal  Cathedral  of  St.  John 
the  Divine  in  New  York  City. 

Will  share  pulpit 

There  they  will  share  the  pulpit  as 
founders  of  Clergy  for  Peace,  the 
first  grassroots  partnership  between 
Jewish,  Muslim,  Druze  and  Chris¬ 
tian  religious  leaders  promoting  hu¬ 
man  rights  in  Israel. 

It  is  day  1 2  of  a  1 6-day  tour  that 
includes  temples  in  Washington, 


churches  in  Boston  and  an  Arab 
student  group  in  Detroit. 

It’s  hard  for  Father  Shehadeh  to 
believe  that  just  18  months  ago  he 
had  never  even  met  a  rabbi.  Now  he 
and  Rabbi  Milgrom  kibitz  into  the 
night. 

The  clergy  began  meeting  in  early 
1988  in  response  to  escalating  hu¬ 
man  rights  abuses  on  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza  Strip. 

When  Defense  Minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin  ordered  the  military  to  use 
force  against  Palestinian  demon¬ 
strators,  resulting  in  the  beatings  of 
hundreds  of  men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  Father  Shehadeh  decided  it 
was  time  for  the  long-silent  clerics 
to  speak  out. 

Didn't  know  a  rabbi 

“As  clergy  we  didn’t  just  go  to 
churches,  mosques  and  synagogues 
and  pray,”  he  said.  “We  were  en¬ 
trenched  in  the  lives  of  our  people. 
We  saw  hatred  spreading  in  all 
communities  and  people  treated 
like  animals  without  any  rights.  As 
men  of  God  we  had  to  express  our¬ 
selves  publicly.” 

He  called  his  Christian  and  Mus¬ 


lim  friends  to  meet  for  a  protest  ral¬ 
ly  in  Nazareth. 

“I  wanted  very  badly  for  a  rabbi 
to  come,”  he  recalls,  “but  I  didn’t 
know  how  to  meet  one.  As  Palestin¬ 
ians  we  were  so  much  removed 
from  Jewish  culture.” 

Through  a  friend  he  reached  Rab¬ 
bi  Milgrom,  a  long-time  peace  ac¬ 
tivist.  Rabbi  Milgrom  recruited  two 
more  rabbis,  and  they  joined  70 
others  in  what  they  believe  was  the 
first  protest  of  Jewish,  Muslim  and 
Christian  clergy  in  Israel. 

“I  was  filled  with  joy,”  says  Fa¬ 
ther  Shehadeh.  “Our  gathering  was 
complete.  Now  we  were  the  people 
of  the  Book.” 

Within  a  year  Clergy  for  Peace 
organized  formally  in  Jerusalem, 
appointing  a  board  and  registering 
with  the  Israeli  government. 

A  sister  organization.  Friends  of 
Clergy  for  Peace,  started  in 
Berkeley,  California. 

According  to  its  brochure,  the 
group  hopes  to  “break  down  exist¬ 
ing  barriers  between  Jew  and  Arab 
from  within  the  religious  communi¬ 
ty  and  bring  together  Jewish  and 
Arab  clergy  around  mutual  con¬ 


cerns  of  peace  and  human  rights.” 

So  far,  Rabbi  Milgrom  said,  there 
are  40  active  Jewish,  Christian, 
Muslim  and  Druze  members  and 
another  1 1 0  supporters. 

Services  combined 

The  group  combines  ritual  obser¬ 
vance  with  social  action. 

Last  fall,  it  hosted  a  Jewish-Pales- 
tinian  gathering  under  a  special 
peace  sukkah,  a  booth  made  of  cut 
branches  and  decorated  with  fruit, 
for  the  Jewish  harvest  festival  of 
Sukkot. 

A  delegation  met  with  Palestin¬ 
ians  planning  to  rebuild  a  village 
destroyed  by  soldiers  more  than 
two  decades  ago. 

To  protest  the  destruction  of 
houses  of  worship,  the  clergy  visited 
a  mosque  in  Salim  desecrated  by  Is¬ 
raeli  soldiers  and  a  temple  in  Haifa 
burned  down  by  Palestinians. 

Future  plans  include  interreli¬ 
gious  worship  services  and  discus¬ 
sion  groups  in  Israel  and  the  United 
States,  programs  to  educate  Israeli 
adults  and  children  about  religious 
and  cultural  tolerance  and  interreli¬ 
gious  American  tours  to  Israel. 


History  of  Hymns 


Carol  made  up  of  Latin  and  German  lines 


Good  Christian  friends,  rejoice, 
With  heart  and  soul  and  voice; 
Give  ye  heed  to  what  we  say: 
News,  news! 

jesus  Christ  is  born  today! 

Ox  and  ass  before  him  bow, 

And  he  is  in  the  manger  now. 
Christ  is  born  today! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Here  is  a  free  rendering  of  a 
14th-century  carol  made  up  of 
Latin  and  German  lines. 

According  to  legend,  Heinrich 
Suso,  a  Dominican  monk,  heard 


angels  sing  this  song  and,  in  his 
excitement,  joined  the  angels  in  a 
heavenly  dance. 

This  type  of  carol  came  out  of 
an  era  when  the  practice  of  using 
the  language  of  the  people  in  sa¬ 
cred  song  was  just  beginning. 
Adding  lines  in  the  people’s  lan¬ 
guage  to  the  Latin  texts  of  the 
church  was  a  device  used  by  early 
reformers  of  Christian  song  and, 
paved  the  way  for  Martin  Lu¬ 
ther’s  German  hymns. 

Leonard  Ellinwood,  eminent 
American  hymnologist,  tells  of  a 


gathering  at  the  Moravian  Mis¬ 
sion  in  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  on  Sept. 
14,  1745,  at  which,  the  mission 
diary  records,  this  carol  was  sung 
simultaneously  in  13  European 
and  Indian  languages. 

The  music  of  the  carol  also 
dates  from  the  14th  century.  Its 
name,  “In  Dulci  Jubilo,”  means 
“in  sweet  shouting,”  indicating 
that  the  carol  should  be  sung 
with  great  joy. 

Jesus  Christ  bringing  salvation 
to  humankind  is  the  major  em¬ 
phasis  of  this  free  rendering  by 


John  Mason  Neale,  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  1853. 

The  final  stanza  brings  a  cli¬ 
matic  note: 

Good  Christian  friends,  rejoice. 
With  heart  and  soul  and  voice; 
Now  ye  need  not  fear  the  grave: 
News,  news! 

Jesus  Christ  was  born  to  save! 
Calls  you  one  and  calls  you  all 
To  gain  his  everlasting  hall. 

Christ  was  born  to  save! 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"If  Came  Upon  the  Midnight  Clear" 


Dear  Deborah; 


Parents  say ' Our  daughter  is  simply  unreachable' 


Dear  Deborah: 

We  are  at  our  wit’s  end. 

Our  daughter  is  simply  unreach¬ 
able.  She  lives  at  home  but  is  in¬ 
volved  with  a  group  in  a  nearby 
town  who  drink  and  do  drugs.  Now 
we  see  in  the  paper  that  the  group  is 
also  into  satanism. 

We  don’t  know  how  to  fight  this 


or  where  to  turn.  Can  you  help  us? 

Martha  and  Fred 

Dear  Martha  and  Fred: 

Please  understand  that  Jesus  con¬ 
quered  salan  on  the  cross  so  Chris¬ 
tians  don’t  have  to  fight  the  battle 
again.  Instead  we  have  to  learn  how 
to  claim  the  name  of  Jesus  and  re¬ 


main  under  His  protection. 

That  does  not  mean  we  do  noth¬ 
ing.  though.  Please  ask  your  pastor 
for  help.  Also  read  books  from  the  li¬ 
brary  and  seek  help  from  the  school 
or  the  police  department.  Many 
communities  are  working  together 
to  address  this  issue. 

At  the  same  time,  strengthen  your 


Christian  disciplines  of  prayer,  Bible 
study,  worship  and  tithing.  Bathe 
your  daughter  in  prayer  and  entrust 
her  into  God’s  care.  Contact  prayer 
chains  and  request  their  prayers  too. 
Be  faithful  to  God  and  maintain  love 
for  your  daughter. 

If  you  need  help  with  strong  feel¬ 
ings,  don  j  hesitate  to  get  counseling. 


Paternity  leave  lauded 
on  national  TV  show 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Men  who  take 
paternity  leave  to  care  for  their 
newborn  babies  are  “not  doing 
anything  that  women  haven’t 
done  for  many  years.” 

So  says  the  Rev.  Brian  Scho- 
field-Bodt,  pastor  of  Huntington 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shelton,  Conn. 

In  an  interview  on  the  Dec.  10 
edition  of  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  the 
national  television  series  of  Jhe 
United  Methodist  Church,  Mr. 
Schofield-Bodt  recommends  that 
other  men  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity. 

He  said  the  experience  made 
him  feel  “more  of  a  man,  more  of 
a  human  being.” 

Mr.  Schofield-Bodt,  father  of 
two  sons,  took  paternity  leaves  in 
1985  and  1988. 

Mr.  Schofield-Bodt,  the  first 
minister  of  the  New  York  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  to  take  advantage 
of  the  denomination’s  paternity 
leave  policy,  says  that  most 
members  of  the  churches  he  was 
serving  supported  his  action. 

Likewise,  most  of  his  ministe¬ 
rial  colleagues  were  supportive. 

Others,  he  said,  asked, 
“What’s  wrong  with  your  wife?” 
or  "When  are  you  going  to  stop 
being  Mr.  Mom?” 

Also  appearing  on  the  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  discussion  on  paternity 
leave  is  Joe  Gonzalez,  a  tele¬ 
phone  operator  from  Miami,  Fla. 

He  took  time  off  from  work  at 
his  own  expense  after  the  birth  of 
his  son. 


The  Rev.  Brian  Schofield- 
Bodt,  United  Methodist  pastor 
from  Shelton,  Conn.,  says  two 
paternity  leaves  made  him 
feel  closer  to  his  two  sons.  He 
expresses  that  and  other  pro¬ 
leave  views  on  the  Dec.  10 
edition  of  "Catch  the  Spirit," 
the  national  weekly  United 
Methodist  TV  program. 

Both  men  say  they  are  closer  to 
their  children  because  of  the  time 
spent  at  home  with  them. 

“I  really  feel  their  responses  to 
that  early  time  spent  with  them,” 
says  Mr.  Schofield-Bodt. 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  produced 
and  distributed  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications,  has  aired 
continuously  since  January  1986. 


Opponents  reach  impasse 
in  religion/school  spat 


By  SCOTT  FAGERSTROM 

Religiout  News  Service 

ANAHEIM,  Calif. — After  years 
of  acrimonious  debate,  Americans 
are  beginning  to  arrive  at  a  consen¬ 
sus  on  the  role  of  religion  in  public 
schools,  according  to  educators  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  a  recent  American  Acad¬ 
emy  of  Religion  conference. 

“A  minor  miracle  has  occurred,” 
said  Charles  Haynes,  president  of 
the  National  Council  on  Religion 
and  Public  Education. 

Instead  of  “shouting  past  each 
other,”  the  secular  left  and  the  reli¬ 
gious  right,  he  said,  are  finding 
common  ground:  while  religious  in¬ 
doctrination  is  a  task  best  left  to 
church  and  family,  teachers  and 
textbooks  shouldn’t  ignore  the  cen¬ 
tral  role  that  religious  values  and 
beliefs  have  played  in  the  nation’s 
history. 

About  5,000  theologians  and  aca¬ 
demics  attended  the  American 
Academy  of  Religion/Society  of 
Biblical  Literature  conference. 

Indicative  of  the  change  in  think¬ 
ing,  the  National  Council  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Public  Education  recently 
published  two  sets  of  guidelines — 
“Religion  in  the  Public  School  Cur¬ 
riculum”  and  “Religious  Holidays 
in  the  Public  Schools” — that  were 
endorsed  by  both  the  National  Edu¬ 
cation  Association,  a  group  often  at 
odds  with  the  religious  right,  and 
the  National  Association  of  Evan¬ 
gelicals,  an  organization  that  repre¬ 
sents  millions  of  conservative 
Christians,  Mr.  Haynes  said. 

The  curriculum  guideline  states 
that  while  schools  cannot  promote 
any  particular  religious  doctrines. 


“Omission  of  facts  about  religion 
(from  public  school  courses)  can 
give  students  the  false  impression 
that  the  religious  life  of  humankind 
is  insignificant  or  unimportant. 
Failure  to  understand  even  the  ba¬ 
sic  symbols,  practices  and  concepts 
of  the  various  religions  makes  much 
of  history,  literature,  art  and  con¬ 
temporary  life  unintelligible.” 

And  that’s  exactly  what  has  hap¬ 
pened,  according  to  several  educa¬ 
tors  at  the  conference. 

For  a  host  of  reasons — misunder¬ 
standing  about  the  Supreme  Court 
decisions  on  school  prayer  and  Bi¬ 
ble  reading,  fear  that  discussion  of 
one  faith  would  offend  or  discrimi¬ 
nate  against  children  of  minority  re¬ 
ligious  groups,  an  anti-religious  bias 
on  the  part  of  some  educators — reli¬ 
gion  gets  appallingly  short  shrift  in 
too  many  public  schools,  they  said. 

A  1986  study  commissioned  by 
People  for  the  American  Way  found 
that  “many  textbooks  barely  men¬ 
tioned  the  role  of  religion  in  Ameri¬ 
can  history.  One  leading  textbook 
defined  pilgrims  as  people  who 
went  on  long  journeys.  Another 
leading  textbook  neglected  to  men¬ 
tion  that  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  was  a  Christian  minister.  Too 
many  textbooks  simply  lost  track  of 
religion  completely  after  the  colo¬ 
nial  period.” 

As  a  result,  many  public  school 
students  have  grown  up  in  the  past 
three  decades  not  only  without  a 
proper  understanding  of  religion  in 
U.S.  history  but  without  any  larger 
sense  of  their  own  moral  values, 
said  Charlotte  Crabtree  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  California,  Los  Angeles, 
Graduate  School  of  Education. 


Angels  heralding  Christ's  birth  and  trying  to  be  heard  over  Christ¬ 
mas  hoopla  make  up  the  1989  logo  for  "Alternatives,"  a  group  pro¬ 
testing  commercialization  of  Christmas. 


For  this  year's  gifts, 
remember  birthday 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Reprinted  from 
"Whose  Birthday  Is  It,  Anyway?"  by  Al¬ 
ternatives,  in  Ellenwood,  Ga. 

Giving  is  at  the  heart  of  Christ¬ 
mas!  We  remember  God’s  great  gift 
by  giving  to  others. 

Given  human  nature  and  the 
commercialization  of  Christmas, 
“getting”  sometimes  seems  more 
prominent  that  “giving,"  and  giving 
to  “our  own”  sometimes  has  more 
importance  than  giving  to  the  one 
whose  birthday  we  celebrate. 

It  doesn’t  have  to  be  that  way.  We 
can  give  in  a  way  that  honors  the 
birth  of  Christ,  expresses  our  love 
to  our  family  and  friends  and  shows 
our  concern  for  the  earth. 

Consider  these  “Dos”  and 
“Don’ts”  as  you  make  up  your  own 
guidelines: 

■  DON’T  look  at  catalogues  or  go 
to  the  malls  to  “get  ideas”  of  what 
to  give.  That  allows  someone  else  to 
do  your  thinking  for  you. 

■  DON’T  wait  until  the  last  min¬ 
ute  when  the  commercial  pressures 
are  the  greatest  and  you  are  most 
vulnerable. 

■  DON’T  give  a  gift  that  doesn’t 
reflect  values  you  want  to  share. 
What  does  it  say,  for  example,  to 
give  a  war  toy  to  a  child? 

■  DON’T  buy  anything  you  can’t 


pay  for  this  December. 

■  DO  consider  the  true  interests 
and  needs  of  the  person  to  whom 
you  are  giving?  Can  your  gift  stimu¬ 
late  spiritual,  mental  or  physical 
growth? 

■  DO  give  yourself.  Your  time 
and  what  you  can  make  are  proba¬ 
bly  the  best  gifts  you  can  give. 

■  DO  respect  the  environment  in 
the  gifts  you  select.  For  example, 
think  twice  before  giving  a  gift 
made  of  plastic  or  other  non-biode- 
gradable  materials. 

■  DO  consider  gifts  from  self- 
help  craft  groups  where  your  pur¬ 
chase  supports  the  preservation  of 
traditional  crafts  and  skills  as  well 
as  the  efforts  of  low-income  people 
to  become  self-sufficient. 

■  Finally,  DO  REMEMBER 
WHOSE  BIRTHDAY  IT  IS! 

When  we  celebrate  a  birthday,  we 
give  gifts  to  the  person  whose  birth¬ 
day  it  is.  Is  there  any  doubt  as  to 
what  Jesus  wants  us  to  give  him?  He 
pointedly  insists  that  in  order  to  give 
to  him,  we  must  find  him  in  the 
hungry,  the  thirsty,  the  stranger,  the 
naked,  the  sick  and  the  imprisoned.:' 

Gifts  of  our  time,  skills  and  mon¬ 
ey  to  support  ministries  to  “the 
least  of  these”  are  the  beginning 
points — not  afterthoughts — of  gift¬ 
giving  at  Christmas. 


Women's  ordination  'side' 
gets  setback  'down  under' 


Religious  News  Service 

Australian  Anglicans  who  sup¬ 
port  ordination  of  women  to  the 
priesthood  received  a  setback 
when  the  highest  legal  body  in  the 
Anglican  Church  of  Australia  is¬ 
sued  a  ruling  in  a  crucial  test  case. 

The  church’s  Diocese  of  Mel¬ 
bourne,  under  leadership  of  the 
late  Archbishop  David  Penman, 
had  been  poised  to  begin  ordain¬ 
ing  women  in  February  1990  de¬ 
spite  the  repeated  refusal  of  the 
denomination's  General  Synod 
to  approve  legislation  allowing 
women  priests. 

However,  in  a  ruling  issued  re¬ 
cently,  the  church’s  Appellate  Tri¬ 
bunal  ruled  unanimously  that  the 
diocese  went  beyond  its  authority 
in  passing  the  Ordination  of 
Women  to  the  Office  of  Priest  Act. 

The  act  was  approved  last  year 
to  open  the  priesthood  to  women. 

Four  of  the  seven  members  of 
the  Tribunal  are  known  to  favor 
the  ordination  of  women.  But  the 
question  before  the  Tribunal  was 
not  the  ordination  of  women  as 
such  but,  rather,  the  legality  of  a 
diocese  proceeding  on  its  own 
without  the  approval  of  the 
church  as  a  whole. 


Archbishop  Penman  had  an-: 
nounced  four  months  before  his 
death  Oct.  1  that  he  planned  to 
ordain  a  group  of  women  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  1990,  subject  to  the  find-  : 
ings  of  the  Tribunal. 

With  the  death  of  the  archbish-  • 
op  and  the  latest  ruling,  plans  to  ; 
ordain  women  have  been  put  on  : 
hold,  at  least  until  a  successor  to  i 
Archbishop  Penman  is  appointed  •’ 
in  early  1990. 

Meanwhile,  the  Bishop  of  ; 
North  Queensland,  Archbishop  : 
John  Lewis,  appears  to  have 
backtracked  on  the  position  he 
took  the  day  following  the  Tribu¬ 
nal  ruling,  when  he  said  he  could 
and  would  proceed  to  ordain  a 
woman. 

By  Nov.  10  Archbishop  Lewis 
was  no  longer  taking  that  posi-  • 
tion  but  instead  was  promising  to  ; 
“examine"  the  diocese's  consti-  : 
tution  and,  if  there  was  no  “im-  : 
pediment,"  offer  a  “canon  or  : 
resolution"  seeking  ordination  of 
women. 

Interestingly,  Archbishop  Lew¬ 
is  is  an  Anglo-Catholic  and  a 
monk,  putting  him  at  odds  with 
most  of  the  Anglo-Catholic  com¬ 
munity  who  tend  to  be  staunch 
opponents  of  female  ordination. 
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From  Our 
Hearts 
to  Yours 

Christmas  is  a  family  time.  All  roads  lead  to  home.  As  our  families  gather 
we  give  thanks  as  we  join  hearts  and  hands  around  the  table.  We  extend  our 
love  to  each  other  as  we  give  and  receive  gifts.  We  strengthen  our  heritage 
as  we  greet  each  other  and  remember  those  who  could  not  come. 

Christmas  is  a  time  for  children  who  in  simple  faith  and  trust  celebrate 
the  “Night  of  Miracles.”  The  children  remind  us  of  our  own  need  to  “Celebrate 
the  Miracle  of  Love”  that  came  to  all  people. 

As  our  families  sing  “Silent  Night,  Holy  Night”  in  the  flickering  glow  of 
a  Christmas  tree,  our  thoughts  drift  back  to  the  “Child  of  Bethlehem.” 
Thus,  we  remember  children  everywhere  who  need  the  love  of  a  family. 
Deep  within  us,  we  determine  to  share  that  love  with  others. 

Our  love  goes  out  to  you  this  Christmas  with  heart  felt  thanks  for  your 
remembering  us  this  year. 

Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges 
Executive  Director 


Christmas  Morning 
at  the  Home 


Christmas  decorations  meet  you  at  the  front  door.  The  traditional 
Christmas  tree  glitters  under  the  tinsel  and  lights.  Carols  of  Christmas 
sound  through  the  air. 

Bags  of  gifts  stand  waiting  under  the  tree.  Waiting  for  a  child.  Then  with 
excitement  the  children  come.  They  hurriedly  find  their  names  on  the  gifts. 
A  quick  examination  confirms  their  hopes.  Now  they  can  examine  them 
one  by  one. 

Cars  begin  to  roll  across  the  floor.  Dolls  begin  to  cry  and  talk.  Games  are 
eagerly  opened.  Puzzles  are  spread  on  a  table.  Sweaters  and  clothing  are 
tried  on.  Make-up  is  applied.  Watches  are  put  on.  Radio  songs  sound 
through  ear  plugs  as  a  teenager  walks  by. 

It  seems  so  normal.  Children  playing  on  Christmas  morning,  opening 
gifts,  sharing  toys,  and  asking,  “What  did  you  get?” 

But  something  is  missing!  Where  is  mom?  Where  is  Dad?  There  are  no 
parents!  You  keep  waiting  for  parents,  pretending  that  the  children  don’t 
know  they  are  alone. 

Then  the  truth  breaks  in  upon  you.  Regardless  of  all  we  can  do  for  the 
children,  you  know,  we  can’t  create  moms  and  dads. 


Make  Your 


Christmas  Special 


Make  your  Christmas  special  this 
year.  Remember  the  Homeless 
Children  at  The  Methodist  Home 
of  New  Orleans.  When  your  chil¬ 
dren  are  eating  with  relatives,  ours 
will  be  eating  with  other  homeless 
children.  When  your  children  are 
playing  with  cousins,  ours  will  be 
playing  alone  or  with  a  new  friend. 
When  your  children  are  talking  with 
grandpa,  ours  will  be  talking  to  a 
Child  Care  Worker. 


There  is  a  special  way  you  can  re¬ 
member  our  children  and  bring 
them  into  your  family  gathering. 
Try  this:  Place  a  vacant  chair  in  the 
room  with  a  sign,  “The  Children’s 
Chair.”  It  will  be  a  conversation 
piece.  Share  what  you  know  with 
those  who  ask.  Be  sure  to  remember 
our  children  in  your  blessing. 

You  will  find  your  Christmas  en¬ 
riched  and  your  home  blessed. 


How  to  Live  Forever! 


For  103  years  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  has  served 
Children.  The  changing  need  of  so¬ 
ciety,  the  mandates  of  Government, 
and  the  New  Orleans  area  having  over 
70%  of  the  child  care  needs  in  Loui¬ 
siana,  causes  The  Methodist  Home 
of  New  Orleans  to  grow  and  change 
to  meet  the  needs  in  today’s  society. 
In  recent  years,  we  have  moved 
from  only  being  an  Emergency  Shel¬ 
ter  to  also  becoming  a  Treatment 
and  Residential  Care  facility. 

Once  we  have  prepared  our  chil¬ 
dren  to  leave  our  program,  we  do 
not  have  an  appropriate  place  to 
send  them  for  their  next  step  of  de¬ 


velopment.  That's  where  we  need  a 
few  strong  leaders  to  help  the  chil¬ 
dren. 

You  can  be  a  part  of  helping  us 
develop  Group  Homes  for  our  chil¬ 
dren.  Through  Planned  Giving, 
Wills,  and  Trust  arrangements,  you 
can  continue  to  serve  Children  for 
the  next  100  years  and  beyond. 

Perhaps  you  know  someone  we 
should  contact?  Your  influence 
might  just  be  what  is  needed  to  give 
them  a  vision  of  serving  children. 

Call  or  write  me:  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch 
Jr.,  815  Washington  Ave.,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.  70130  or  phone  504/895- 
7709. 


The  children  learn  at  VBS  at  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  where  they  at¬ 


tend  Sunday  School  each  Sunday. 


Halloween  is  a  special  dress  up  time  for  children  and  staff. 


Dr.  Richard  Hodges  congratulates  Velma  Jenkins  on  27  years  of  ser¬ 
vice.  Velma  is  Nursery  Coordinator. 


Rosanna  Holliday,  housekeeper,  and  Dr.  Richard  Hodges,  Executive 
Director,  enjoy  her  retiremem  party  celebrating  13  years  of  service. 


Methodist  Home  Children  prepare  for  their  annual  Christmas  Pag¬ 
eant.  Christian  teaching  is  a  vital  part  of  their  experience. 


Methodist  Home  Nurse 

Cynthia  White  Minor  has  assumed  the  Nursing  position  at  The  Method¬ 
ist  Home  of  N.O.  Cynthia  is  a  native  of  New  Orleans.  After  finishing  pub¬ 
lic  school,  she  earned  a  B.S.  Degree  in  Business  Administration  from 
Dillard  University.  She  received  her  Nursing  Degree  from  Charity  School 
of  Nursing,  New  Orleans  and  worked  there  until  she  came  to  The  Method¬ 
ist  Home. 

Cynthia  is  married  to  Ray  Minor  and  they  have  a  two  year  old  son,  Ray- 
shaud. 


Our 

Christmas 

Needs 

We  are  making  a  list  that  we  can  give  people  who  want  to  know 
what  gifts  they  can  get  for  the  children  for  Christmas. 

Please  ADD  THE  ITEMS  you  think  our  children  could  use  for 
Christmas  to  the  list  below: 

GIRLS 

Jewelry: 
Electronic: 
Quiet  Games: 
Clothing: 
Personal: 

Toiletries: 

Others: 

rings,  watches,  necklaces,  bracelets 
radios,  Walkmans,  batteries,  games 
puzzles,  Pictionary,  craft  kits 

Underware,  scarves,  blouses,  socks 

billfolds,  purses,  diaries,  address  books,  picture 

frames 

BOYS 

Jewelry: 

Electronic: 

Games: 

Clothing: 

Toiletries: 

Personal: 

Other: 

watches,  chains 

games,  transistor  radios,  batteries,  Walkman,  re¬ 
mote  cars 

table  games,  puzzles,  cards,  non-glue  model  kits, 
footballs,  basketballs,  kick  balls,  soccer  balls 
underware,  shirts,  socks 

billfolds,  address  books,  picture  frame 

THE  HOME 

Video  picture  tapes  (PG),  Balls  of  all  kinds,  craft  kits,  model  kits 
(no-glue),  paint  kits 

Twin  bed  sheets,  pillow  cases,  towels,  wash  cloths,  night  wear,  un¬ 
derware,  socks 
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The  Most  Inclusive 


List  There  Is 


One  of  my  prized  possessions  is  an  autographed  copy  of  the  play 
Steel  Magnolias  by  Robert  Harling  who,  as  everyone  knows,  is  a 
Natchitoches  boy  made  good.  I  saw  the  play  at  Centenary  College  and 
was  moved  both  by  the  playwright’s  words  and  by  the  high  quality  pro¬ 
duction.  There  is  one  scene  I  especially  remember. 

Annelle,  an  employee  at  the  beauty  parlor  has  “got  religion.”  Ouiser 
(Weezer),  a  wealthy  curmudgeon-type  regular  customer  comes  into  the 
parlor: 

Ouiser:  While  I  have  everyone’s  attention.  This  morning  1  went  to 
my  mailbox  and  found  that  someone  (Directed  at  Annelle) 
has  put  me  on  the  mailing  list  for  the  Riverview  Baptist 
Church.  Lucky  me.  1  am  now  receiving  chain  letters  for 
Christ. 

Annelle:  They  aren’t  chain  letters.  They’re  part  of  my  prayer 
group’s  “Reach  out  and  touch”  project.  We  were  each  sup¬ 
posed  to  write  somebody  in  the  community  that  we  thought 
might  be  in  spiritual  trouble  ...  I  guess  you  made  every¬ 
body’s  list. 

Christmas  is  a  time  of  lists.  We  all  make  them.  But  the  basic  mean¬ 
ing  of  Christmas  is  that  we  have  all  made  God’s  list.  No  one  is  exclud¬ 
ed!  Read  Luke  1  and  2.  It’s  God’s  list  and  You  and  I  are  on  it.  For 
Christmas  is  the  birth  of  one  who  came  to  announce  that  God’s  love 
has  no  limits  and  knows  no  boundaries.  And  we  all  are  in  spiritual 
trouble! 

Merry  Christmas.  You  have  made  the  list! 
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Conference  Board  of 
Laity  Conducts  Meeting 


The  Conference  Board  of  Laity 
met  recently  in  Alexandria  under 
the  direction  of  Paul  White,  Confer¬ 
ence  Lay  Leader. 

The  first  order  of  business  was 
the  adoption  of  the  new  bylaws 
which  had  been  discussed  for  some¬ 
time.  Only  minor  changes  were 
made  in  the  recommended  bylaws. 
The  group  decided  that  the  Treasur¬ 
er  of  the  Board  of  Laity  will  also 
serve  as  the  Treasurer  of  the  1000 
Club.  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth  of  Bunkie 
is  the  Treasurer  of  the  organization 
and  all  monies  pertaining  to,  and  all 
expense  vouchers  of  the  Board 
should  be  forwarded  to  her  at  Box 
267,  Bunkie,  LA  71322. 

Three  new  programs  were  added 


to  the  Board’s  umbrella:  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist  Foundation, 
the  Lay  Witness  programs,  and  the 
Lay  Life  and  Work,  which  will  in¬ 
clude  missions. 

The  Conference  Lay  Leader,  in 
compliance  with  Conference  rules, 
appointed  Bill  Koonce,  District  Lay 
Leader  for  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  Bob  Sides,  District  Lay 
Leader  of  the  Acadiana  District  to 
the  Conference  Nominating  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Gary  Green,  Conference  Lay 
Speaking  Chairman,  announced 
that  training  schools  for  District 
Lay  Speaking  teachers  will  be 
scheduled  during  the  summer 
months. 


Notice  to  Pastors  and  Local  Church  Treasurers 

The  last  day  for  mailing  1989  Remittances  on  apportionments  and 
other  offerings  is  Monday,  January  8,  1990. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  “LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFER¬ 
ENCE”  and  mail  to: 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Office  of  Financial  Affairs 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 


AFRICA 

UNIVERSITY 


Enthusiasm  for  the  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity  is  growing  steadily  in  Zim¬ 
babwe,  and  signs  of  excitement  and 
anticipation  are  evident  in  both 
Harare  and  Mutare. 

Plans  for  the  opening  of  the  uni¬ 
versity  are  now  moving  along  rapid¬ 
ly.  By  March  of  1991,  three 
colleges:  theology,  education,  and 
business  administration  will  be 
ready  to  operate  with  approximate¬ 
ly  150  students. 

The  College  of  Agriculture’s  plan¬ 
ning  committee  will  begin  its  work 
in  1990  in  preparation  for  opening 
in  1992.  Three  final  colleges:  medi¬ 
cine,  natural  sciences,  and  human¬ 
ities  will  move  into  the  planning 
stages  in  late  1991  and  1992.  It  is 
possible  that  by  1998,  just  one  hun- 


Africa  University  On  Its  Way 


dred  years  after  Bishop  Hartzell’s 
vision,  the  Africa  University  will  be 
well  established,  and  indeed,  a  reali¬ 
ty.  It  will  then  be  serving  the  people 
of  Africa  with  seven  colleges. 

Bishop  Emilio  J.  M.  de  Carvalho, 
chairperson  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  University,  announced 
recently  the  election  of  Dr.  John  W. 
Z.  Kurewa  as  president-elect  of  the 
proposed  university  and  Dr.  Yemba 
Kekumba  as  dean-elect  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Theology. 

Dr.  Kurewa,  formerly  secretary  of 
parliament  in  Zimbabwe,  is  cur¬ 
rently  serving  as  consultant  to  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  for  the  Africa  University. 
Dr.  Kekumba  is  rector  of  the  Prot¬ 
estant  Faculty  of  Theology  in  Kin¬ 
shasa,  Zaire. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
one  that  was  born  in  a  school  set¬ 
ting,  and  throughout  its  history,  our 
denomination  has  always  consid¬ 
ered  education  central  to  its  mis¬ 
sion  and  its  outreach.  Methodism’s 
first  school  was  founded  by  John 
Wesley  at  Kingswood,  England  in 


the  year  1 747,  and  since  that  time, 
thousands  of  schools  have  been  es¬ 
tablished  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  American 
Methodists  have  been  instrumental 
in  establishing  schools  and  colleges 
in  China,  Korea,  Japan,  Philip¬ 
pines,  Latin  America  and,  suddenly 
this  new  one  in  Africa,  will  add  to 
the  number  of  significant  schools  of 
higher  education  that  have  been 
founded  and  nurtured  by  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  compelling  motivation  of  the 
Africa  University  is  simply  to  help 
Christians  to  train  leaders  for  their 
churches  and  societies.  In  addition, 


it  will  be  a  principal  source  of  lead¬ 
ership  for  the  Annual  Conferences 
of  the  entire  United  Methodist 
Church  on  that  continent,  for  it  will 
open  doors  to  students  from  all  de¬ 
nominations. 

The  role  of  the  local  church  is  es¬ 
sential,  necessary,  and  extremely  vi¬ 
tal  to  the  development  of  this 
university. 

In  addition  to  our  Conference  ap¬ 
portionments,  local  organizations 
within  the  churches  of  Louisiana 
are  now  contributing  to  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  organization.  Louisiana 
is  definitely  becoming  a  part  of  this 
great  happening. 


In  Memoriam 

Frances  Frazier,  wife  of  Rev.  Percy  Mac  Frazier,  died  November 
24  1989.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  Centenary  UMC  in  Franklin- 
ton. 

Vivian  E.  Bridgette,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  T.  J.  Bridgette,  died  No¬ 
vember  23,  1989. 


Organization  to  Hold 
Annual  Assembly 


The  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Interchurch  Conference  is 
scheduled  to  take  place  January  1 6- 
17,  1990  at  the  Sheraton  Pierre- 
mont  Hotel  in  Shreveport. 

The  theme  for  the  Assembly  is 
Confessing  One  Faith.  Guest  speak¬ 
er  will  be  Rev.  O.  C.  Edwards  Jr., 
author  of  the  document  Confessing 
One  Faith. 

During  the  event,  those  in  atten¬ 
dance  will  also  celebrate  the  twenti¬ 
eth  anniversary  of  the  signing  of  the 


Covenant  constituting  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Interchurch  Conference. 

The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Con¬ 
ference  continues  to  be  a  significant 
witness  and  force  in  Louisiana  for 
Christian  unity  and  for  social  jus¬ 
tice.  The  Conference  is  very  much 
aware  that  Christian  unity  must 
lead  to  justice  and  human  dignity. 

L.I.C.  continues  to  work  as  a  net¬ 
work  and  in  coalition  with  other 
groups  to  bring  about  a  better  Loui¬ 
siana. 


Around  the  Conference 


DISCUSSING  PLANS  —  Pictured  is  Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  Chairper¬ 
son  of  the  Conference  Council  of  Ministries,  leading  the  Council 
during  its  business  session.  The  Council  reviewed  plans  from  the 
various  boards  and  agencies  of  the  Conference  at  a  recent  meeting. 


ANXIOUS  HELPERS  —  On  a  recent  Sunday  Mary  Cardwell  and  her 
class  baked  cookies  for  the  fellowship  time  that  precedes  morning 
worship  each  Sunday.  Mary  and  the  children  are  members  of  Anti¬ 
och  UMC  near  Simsboro. 


DISTINGUISHED  LADY  —  First  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  has  named  its 
Parish  Hall  in  honor  of  Julia  Reid  Paxton  for  her  faithful  service  to 
Christ  and  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Paxton  served  as  a 
missionary  to  Cuba  for  13  years  .  Shown  with  her  are  Steve  Blount, 
Trustee  and  Camille  Stakes,  Administrative  Board  Chairman.  Rev. 
Grayson  Watson  is  pastor. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Recently  50  persons  shared  a 
Thanksgiving  luncheon  at  Trinity 
UMC  in  Alexandria.  Guest  speaker 
for  the  event  was  John  Suddith, 
Chairman,  Art  Department,  Louisi¬ 
ana  College  in  Pineville.  Showing 
color  slides  and  lecturing,  Suddith 
took  everyone  on  a  fascinating  heri¬ 
tage  tour  of  Wesleyan  England. 

This  past  summer,  Suddith  lived 
in  Bristol  as  part  of  an  overseas 
study  program  of  Texas  Wesleyan 
College.  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Louisiana  Memorial  UMC’s  1989 
Bazaar  was  a  tremendous  success.  A 
special  thanks  go  to  all  chairpersons 
who  were  in  charge  of  the  booths,  as 
well  as  members  of  the  Bazaar 
Committee  and  everyone  who 
worked  throughout  the  year  at 
home  and  in  workshops.  All  present 
enjoyed  fellowship,  fun,  work,  and 
laughter.  Between  the  bazaar  and 
effort  of  the  UM  Men  for  their  bar- 
beque  dinners,  a  total  of  $  1 1 ,87 1 .00 
was  made.  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr. 
is  pastor  of  the  Opelousas  church. 

*  *  * 

A  local  interfaith  group  of 
churches  and  synagogues  has 
marked  its  third  birthday  by  install¬ 


ing  Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland  as  presi¬ 
dent.  The  senior  minister  of 
University  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  as¬ 
sumes  leadership  of  the  Greater  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  Federation  of  Churches 
and  Synagogues  along  with  several 
new  officers  and  board  members. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  assembly 
of  delegates  met  at  St.  Paul  Luther¬ 
an  Church  on  October  1  to  mark 
the  anniversary.  From  20  charter 
member  congregations,  the  federa¬ 
tion  has  grown  to  nearly  50,  among 
them  major  representation  from 
Baptist,  Catholic,  Episcopalian, 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian 
churches,  including  Baton  Rouge’s 
two  synagogues.  Black  congrega¬ 
tions  make  up  nearly  one-third  of 
the  group. 

*  *  * 

Thanks  to  the  chaperones  and 
others  who  helped  make  the  Senior 
High  Lock-in  a  tremendous  success 
for  First  UMC  in  Minden.  Those 
lending  a  helping  hand  were  Bruce 
and  Peg  Parker,  Betty  and  Travis 
Gartman,  Peggy  Wall,  Anita  Reu¬ 
ter,  Bonnie  Koskie,  Susan  and  Toby 
Whaley,  and  Dena  Myers.  A  very 
special  thank  you  goes  to  Rev.  Kurt 
Oheim  for  coming  back  from  vaca¬ 
tion  a  day  early  to  be  with  every¬ 


one.  Rev.  Robert  Burgess  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  Denham  Springs 
recently  held  its  Craft  Fair.  The 
event  was  a  great  success.  Crafters 
from  the  area  set  up  booths  in  the 
Family  Life  Center  and  were  well 
pleased  with  sales.  UMM  served 
barbeque  chicken  dinners.  The 
church’s  sweet  shop  was  well  filled 
with  all  kinds  of  pies,  cakes,  and 
other  goodies.  Rev.  Steven  Spurlock 
is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  big  thank  you  goes  to  all  who 
helped  make  the  EMV  Training 
Dinner  for  First  UMC  in  Houma 
so  successful.  The  church’s  faithful 
cook,  Edgar  Rogers  did  a  wonderful 
job.  Also  assisting  were:  Ernie  and 
Joyce  Voisin,  Harold  and  Gene¬ 
vieve  Ledet,  Stanley  and  Lillian 
Matheme  and  Frank  and  Pat  Por¬ 
ter.  Those  helping  with  the  decora- 
tions  were:  Dee  Arbuckle,  Rita 
Landry,  Dean  Cancienne,  Mary 
Barber,  Barbara  Rogers,  Joe  Robin¬ 
son,  Sybil  Webb,  and  Mary  Bou¬ 
dreaux.  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon  Jr.  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

An  Oktoberfest  dinner  followed 
by  a  celebrity  auction  highlighted 


the  first  day  of  the  Aurora  UMC 
Fall  Fair  which  recently  took  place 
in  New  Orleans.  Imported  German 
sausage  and  mustard  accompanied 
by  sauerkraut,  boiled  potatoes, 
Rubschlager  bread,  and  other  tasty 
items  were  served.  The  Friendship 
Class  hosted  an  authentic  German 
dinner  while  Maggie  Gural  of  Deut- 
sches-Haus  fame  serenaded  diners 
on  the  accordion.  There  were  many 
fun  and  exciting  items  for  the  celeb¬ 
rity  auction.  Proceeds  go  towards 
equipment  for  the  new  Family  Life 
Center  and  the  Mother’s  Day  Out 
playground,  as  well  as  various  be¬ 
nevolences  including  the  United 
Churches  of  Algiers  Emergency  Re¬ 
lief  Fund  and  the  Methodist  Home 
for  abused  and  abandoned  children. 
Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  all  male  choir  of  St.  Mark 
UMC  of  Baton  Rouge  made  its  ini¬ 
tial  debut  Sunday,  November  12 
during  the  1 1  a.m.  worship.  The 
group  was  organized  in  mid-Sep¬ 
tember  and  began  rehearsals  in  Oc¬ 
tober.  The  choir  sings  gospel  music 
every  secondhand  fifth  Sunday  of 
the  month.  The  name  of  the  choir 
was  selected  after  input  was  gath¬ 


ered  from  the  church  congregation 
and  the  men  of  the  choir.  The  name 
selected  came  the  closest  to  match¬ 
ing  the  jubilant  spirit  surrounding 
each  rehearsal  session.  Congratula¬ 
tions  are  extended  to  “Voices  of  Ju¬ 
bilation."  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher 
is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Former  Confirmands  of  Brooks 
UMC  in  New  Orleans  recently  cele¬ 
brated  their  first  class  reunion.  Per¬ 
sons  who  were  confirmed  during 
the  years  1979-1989  participated. 
During  the  ten  year  period,  there 
were  fifty-seven  young  people  con¬ 
firmed.  Thirty-eight  participated  in 
the  reunion  activities.  Those  in¬ 
volved  planned  the  program  and  its 
activities  with  Josephine  G.  Capel- 
ton  who  served  as  coordinator.  Mi¬ 
chele  Burks,  a  1989  LSU  graduate 
and  a  former  confirmand,  was  the 
guest  speaker  for  the  event.  She  said 
that  "her  early  commitments  to 
Christ  is  what  helped  her  to  face  the 
challenges  she  experienced  her 
years  at  LSU."  Classmates  were 
able  to  reflect,  witness,  and  enjoy 
fellowship.  Appreciation  awards 
were  presented  to  teachers.  Dr. 
Samuel  W.  Walker  and  Mrs.  Capel- 
ton.  Jakeen  Williams  served  as 


chairperson  for  the  event.  Dr. 
Walker  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

LSU  Boyd  Professor  William  Pat¬ 
rick  Jr.  recently  presented  the  1989 
York  Distinguished  Lecture  on 
Wastelands  to  Wetlands”  at  the 
University  of  Florida.  Patrick,  a 
specialist  on  the  chemistry  of  wet¬ 
land  soils,  has  won  numerous  inter¬ 
national  honors,  including  an 
honorary  doctorate  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Ghent  in  Belgium.  He 
was  named  a  Boyd  professor,  LSU’s 
highest  academic  rank,  in  1978.  A 
member  of  University  UMC  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  Dr.  Patrick  is  head  of 
the  Conference  Hunger  Task  Force. 
Dr.  Phil  Woodland  is  pastor  of  Uni¬ 
versity.  ,,, 

Ofney  Ellis,  UMM  Conference 
Prayer  Advocate  was  recently  sent 
to  Nashville,  Tennessee  to  attend  a 
two  day  training  event  for  Confer¬ 
ence  Prayer  Advocates.  Upon  his 
return,  UMM  District  presidents 
will  be  given  special  training  in  es¬ 
tablishing  a  person  responsible  for 
training  others  as  Prayer  Advocates 
in  every  chartered  UMM  unit.  Ellis 
is  a  member  of  Winboume  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Stephen  Flem¬ 
ing  is  pastor. 
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Do  we  neglect  faith  talk? 


Have  you  ever  said  or  thought 
something  like  this? 

"If  you  live  your  faith,  you  don’t 
have  to  talk  about  it.” 

Or  like  this: 

“Why  do  we  have  to  talk  to  oth¬ 
ers  [about  our  faith]  if  we’re  doing 
good?  Talk  is  just  words." 

If  such  ideas  have  ever  crossed 
your  mind  or  lips,  you  apparently 
have  lots  of  company. 

These  are  just  two  comments 
made  by  participants  in  a  recent 
survey  of  one  mainline  Protestant 
denomination’s  membership. 

The  survey  polled  United  Church 
of  Christ  members  on  their  atti¬ 
tudes  toward  talking  about  their 
Christian  faith  (see  UMR,  Dec.  8). 
The  results: 

Nearly  30  percent  said  that  they 
do  not  need  to  talk  about  their  faith. 

The  reason  most  frequently  given 
was  that  actions  speak  louder  than 
words. 

Others  said  they  didn’t  want  to  talk 
about  their  faith  because  they  didn’t 
want  to  sound  like  fundamentalists. 

These  are  disturbing  findings  re¬ 
gardless  of  one’s  church  identity. 

Recent  research  has  shown  that 
the  views  of  grassroots  members 
among  all  mainline  churches,  in¬ 
cluding  United  Methodism,  are 
more  similar  than  not. 

It’s  true  that  one  might  make  a 
relatively  optimistic  inference  from 
the  UCC  survey.  While  30  percent 
of  church  members  don’t  consider 
it  important  to  talk  about  their 


faith,  70  percent  apparently  do. 

However,  we  doubt  that  such  opti¬ 
mism  is  justified.  The  decades-long 
decline  of  mainline  church  member¬ 
ship  suggests  that,  in  reality,  few 
people  in  those  denominations  ac¬ 
tively  share  their  faith  via  words  or 
deeds  in  ways  that  impress  others. 

As  Christians,  we  need  to  recall 
that  we  are  heirs  to  a  faith  for  which 
verbal  and  lived-out  forms  of  wit¬ 
ness  are  equally  valid  and  needed. 

No  one  would  have  followed  for 
long  a  Master  whose  conduct  did  not 
embody  the  divine  will.  But  it’s  also  a 
fact  that  Jesus’  first  followers  respond¬ 
ed  initially  to  His  teachings  and  His 
spoken  invitation  to  “follow  me.” 

Few  of  us  who  claim  a  Christian 
identity,  in  fact,  likely  would  have 
done  so  were  it  not  for  being  touched 
by  the  spoken  Word  of  God. 

That  Word  comes  to  us  in  many 
ways,  including  the  witness  of  a 
faithful  parent,  friend  or  Sunday 
school  teacher;  the  words  of  a 
hymn;  the  challenge  or  comfort  of  a 
sermon  or  even  regularly  shared  ta¬ 
ble  grace  at  family  mealtimes. 

In  a  world  that,  by  and  large,  still 
“knows  Him  not,”  our  spoken  witness 
and  insights  as  Christians  are  too  im¬ 
portant  to  be  hidden  under  a  bushel. 

A  familiar  Christmas  carol  exhorts 
us  to  “Go  tell  it  on  the  mountain, 
over  the  hills  and  everywhere.”  That's 
a  good  reminder  at  any  time  that 
among  the  most  important  things  we 
do  as  Christians  are  the  words  that 
we  say  to  point  others  to  Jesus. 


Here  I  stanH 

UMs  should  promote  unity  in  Korea 


By  DOROTHY  L.  OGLE 

The  division  imposed  on  the 
Korean  nation  at  the  end  of 
World  War  II  by  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union  was 
unnatural. 

I  felt  the  Korean  people’s  one¬ 
ness  during  a  life-transforming 
visit  there  in  1984  as  a  member 
of  an  American  Friends  peace 
delegation.  I  was  made  aware  of 
the  Koreans’  common  history, 
traditions,  food,  clothes  and  lan¬ 
guage.  I  also  was  struck  by  the 
parallels  on  both  sides. 

Ten  million  separated  family 
members  suffer  the  agony  of  not 
knowing  whether  their  loved 
ones  are  even  alive.  There  is  no 
communication  at  all,  not  even  a 
letter  or  a  phone  call. 

Historic  event  witnessed 

1  stood  on  the  streets  of  Pyong¬ 
yang  witnessing  an  historic  occa¬ 
sion.  North  Korea  had  offered,  and 
South  Korea  had  accepted,  relief 
goods  for  flood  victims  in  Seoul. 

The  outpouring  of  emotion  from 
crowds  lining  the  streets  to  watch 
the  parade  of  trucks  on  the  way  to 
the  demilitarized  zone  made  me 
sense  that  each  person  felt  they 
were  sending  a  gift  to  a  long-lost 
family  member  in  the  south. 

Citizens  on  neither  side  know 
the  realities  on  the  other  side. 


"Here  /  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  ex¬ 
press  opinions 
and  concerns 
about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church. 

Dorothy  L.  Ogle 
is  a  member  of 
Foundry  United 
Methodist 
Church  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  (Baltimore  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 


Most  people  imagine  that  life  on 
the  other  side  must  be  the  most 
miserable  in  the  world.  Their 
governments  have  widely  publi¬ 
cized  the  human  rights  abuses  on 
the  other  side.  Both  sides  indeed 
have  suffered  repression  in  the 
name  of  national  security. 

Both  sides  have  poured  tre¬ 
mendous  amounts  of  resources 
into  defense,  resources  that  are 
badly  needed  for  the  welfare  of 
the  people. 

In  South  Korea,  I  personally 
experienced  the  fear  of  war  and 
watched  many  Korean  friends 
leave  their  homeland  for  a  “safer 
place.” 

Fear  in  North  was  obvious 

In  North  Korea,  that  fear  was 
also  obvious  as  people  displayed 
pictures  of  the  total  destruction 


of  the  war.  The  north  has  a  popu¬ 
lation  half  that  of  the  south  and 
is  far  behind  in  technology. 

After  a  serious  review  of  histo¬ 
ry  and  the  effects  of  the  division 
many  leaders  of  the  church  in 
South  Korea  have  stressed  the 
need  to  move  toward  peace  and 
reconciliation. 

At  an  historic  consultation  held 
in  Tozanzo,  Japan  in  1984,  the  Ko¬ 
rean  churches  called  for  interna¬ 
tional  ecumenical  cooperation. 

As  a  result,  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  visited  North  and  South 
Korea  and  sponsored  two  meetings 
for  Christians  from  the  north  and 
south  in  Glion,  Switzerland. 

The  U.S.  National  Council  of 
Churches  responded  by  consult¬ 
ing  with  church  and  government 
leaders  in  North  and  South  Ko¬ 
rea  and  preparing  a  policy  state¬ 
ment  entitled,  “Peace  and  the 
Reunification  of  Korea.”  The 
statement  was  adopted  by  the 
NCC  governing  board  in  1986. 

Steps  to  peace  outlined 

At  last  in  1988  it  was  possible 
to  hold  a  unification  conference 
in  South  Korea.  A  Korean 
church  declaration  outlines  steps 
for  governments  and  churches  to 
move  toward  peace.  In  1989 
Christians  from  North  and  South 
Korea  and  the  United  States  met 
in  Washington,  D.C. 


A  resolution  adopted  by  the 
1988  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  entitled,  “Peace,  Jus¬ 
tice  and  Reunification  of  Ko¬ 
rea,”  states: 

“All  members  of  the  Body  of 
Christ,  but  especially  Christians 
in  the  United  States,  have  a  spe¬ 
cial  responsibility  to  support  the 
Korean  people  in  their  attempts 
to  build  democracy,  reduce  ten¬ 
sion,  create  trust  on  the  Korean 
peninsula,  heal  the  divisions  and 
reunite  their  country.  God’s  rec¬ 
onciling  activity  in  Jesus  Christ 
calls  us  as  Christians  to  the  min¬ 
istry  of  reconciliation.” 

Study,  prayer  urged 

The  resolution  urges  study, 
prayer  and  efforts  to  change  U.S. 
government  policy. 

The  efforts  of  the  church  could 
provide  guidance  in  a  Korea 
which  is  becoming  more  polar¬ 
ized. 

Movement  toward  a  peace 
treaty  could  create  a  climate  for 
phased  withdrawal  of  U.S.  troops 
from  Korea  and  the  release  of 
funds  badly  needed  for  U.S.  edu¬ 
cation,  housing,  health  care  de¬ 
livery  and  the  war  on  drugs. 

I  urge  many  to  respond  to  the 
call  for  study,  prayer  and  action. 
For  information,  write  to  The  Ko¬ 
rea  Coalition,  110  Maryland  Ave. 
N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20002. 


What  do  you  think? 

Our  mission  board  has  had  its  offices  in  New  York  City's  Interchurch  Center  since  1958.  Delegates  to 
the  1988  General  Conference  mandated  a  study  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  moving  the  main  offices 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  another  city.  Roughly  two  of  every  five  United  Methodist 
leaders  who  responded  to  a  recent  survey  indicated  the  board  should  remain  in  New  York  (see  related 
article  elsewhere  in  this  issue).  Another  two  of  every  five  said  the  board  could  serve  them  better  from 
another  site.  The  remaining  one  person  of  every  five  could  lean  either  way.  What  would  you  recom¬ 
mend?  Why?  Send  replies  (maximum  one  page  typewritten,  double-spaced)  to  Think,  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
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Letters  to  the  Editor _ 

Church  law  should  permit  censure 


We  have  read  with  grave  concern 
the  Nov.  10  report  on  the  refusal  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  to 
censure  those  who  misuse  the  name, 
“The  United  Methodist  Church.” 

If  the  council  doesn’t  have  that 
authority,  who  does?  Are  members 
of  United  Methodist  Church  agen¬ 
cies  above  the  church  law?  Are  they 
a  law  unto  themselves? 

We  have  the  strongest  feeling  that 
the  council  would  have  found  that 
it  did  have  the  authority  to  censure 
if  someone  had  carried  the  United 
Methodist  Church  banner  in  a  rally 
of,  say,  the  Ku  Klux  Klan.  The 
council  would  have  found  censure 
too  mild  in  that  case — heads  would 
have  rolled. 

We  earnestly  hope  that  the  next 
General  Conference  will  revise 
church  law  to  require  that  conduct 
which  misrepresents  the  position  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  be 
punished. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  B.  Cundiff 
Landerberg,  Pennsylvania 

Word  choice  was  biased 

In  a  Nov.  24  article,  Bert  Whittier 
lampooned  the  democratically 
elected  government  of  El  Salvador 
as  “the  ruling  oligarchy.” 

This  is  a  biased,  unfortunate  and 
irresponsible  choice  of  words. 

According  to  classical  political 
thought,  an  oligarchy  is  an  unvirtuous 
form  of  government  run  by  a  small 
group  of  evil  men  for  personal  gain.  It 
is  not  freely  elected  nor  is  it  account¬ 
able  to  the  people.  The  government  of 
El  Salvador  is  freely  elected  and  repre¬ 
sents  the  will  of  the  people. 

The  anti-government  insurgents 
are  neither.  If  Mr.  Whittier’s  up¬ 
coming  TV  show  on  El  Salvador  is 
as  biased  as  his  accusation,  it  will  be 
a  slap  in  the  face  to  every  Salvador¬ 
an  who  voted  in  the  election.  Let’s 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“They  who  wait  for  the  Lord  shall 
renew  their  strength;  they  shall 
mount  up  with  wings  like  eagles;  they 
shall  run  and  not  be  weary;  they  shall 
walk  and  not  faint.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Mark  6:4) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  17 

Monday:  Psalms  1 46:5- 1 0 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  35:1-4 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  35:5-10 
Thursday:  Matthew  11:2-11 
Friday:  Matthew  11:16-19 
Saturday:  James  5:7-10 
Sunday:  James  5: 1 2-20 


give  democracy  a  chance. 

William  Price  Payne 
Orlando,  Florida 

We'd  like  to  know  more 

Your  article  in  the  Nov.  3  issue 
about  United  Methodist-owned 
lodges  in  Switzerland  created  inter¬ 
est  in  staying  there  on  our  next  vis¬ 
it.  I  would  like  to  know  more  about 
the  Hotel  Viktoria  and  the  other 
four  lodges.  Please  send  the  ad¬ 
dresses)  where  I  can  contact  them. 
R.G.  Van  Voorhis 
Murrysville,  Pennsylvania 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Rates  and 
other  information  regarding  Hotel 
Viktoria  and  other  hotels  owned  by 
our  church  in  Switzerland  may  be 
obtained  by  writing  The  Rev.  Peter 


"The  real  crisis  of  faith  in  societ¬ 
ies  with  a  religious  tradition  is  not 
secular  humanism  but  the  lack  of  a 
radical  obedience  among  those  who 
profess  commitment  to  the  living 
God.  True  faith  means  obedience, 
and  obedience  means  doing  what  is 
right  and  just  in  God’s  sight.” 

— Orlando  Costas,  quoted  in  “One 
World,”  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  magazine. 

*  *  * 

“Ours  is  a  God  of  scandal,  who 
uses  the  meek  and  lowly,  the  power¬ 
less,  the  ill,  the  dying,  to  confound 
the  powerful  and  the  self-righteous.” 

— Bishop  Edmund  L.  Browning,  pre¬ 
siding  bishop  of  The  Episcopal 
Church,  speaking  to  a  national  inter¬ 
faith  conference  on  AIDS. 


Siegfried,  CH-6086  Hasliberg, 
Reuti,  Switzerland. 

We  found  this  “Christian  hospi¬ 
tality  in  a  church-owned  hotel”  in 
the  heart  of  the  Swiss  Alps  a  well- 
kept  secret  and  are  pleased  to  make 
its  existence  known  to  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  this  country. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


*  *  * 

“Christmas  is  the  amazing  message 
that  there  is  no  ordinary  human 
stuff.  Human  life,  ordinary  human 
life,  as  God  designed  it,  and  as  we  see 
it  fulfilled  in  Jesus,  has  no  limits.  It 
can  surmount  fear,  discouragement 
and  tragedy,  especially  when  it  faith¬ 
fully  ’keeps  watch,’  when  it  is  guided 
and  empowered  by  God.” 

— Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  Houston 
Area. 

Hr  *  * 

“If  you  think  it’s  hard  to  talk  lit¬ 
erate  theology,  it’s  even  harder  to 
think  and  talk  in  the  heart  language 
of  the  people.” 

— The  Rev.  Tex  Sample,  ethics  pro¬ 
fessor,  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 


a  residence  where  abused 
women  find  safe  housing; 
a  warm  room  for  children 
to  study  together  after 
school  while  their  parents 
work. 


shoes  for  a  little  girl  at 
a  community  center 
clothing  thrift  shop; 
a  hot  meal  served  to  a 
homeless  man  at  a 
local  church; 


It's  also  a  whole  lot  of  other  programs  and  institutions,  along 
with  the  people  who  make  those  programs  work.  This 
Christmas,  support  national  mission  through  prayer,  con¬ 
tributions,  and,  perhaps  most  important,  through  a  commit¬ 
ment  of  time.  Get  involved  in  national  mission. 


NATIONAL  MISSION:  A  HISTORY  OF  CARING,  A  FUTURE  OF  HOPE 
National  Program  Division  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


What  others  are  saying 


Faith  in  the  world 
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Faith - 

watch 

THE  PEOPLE'S  CHOICE:  Given  the 

choice  of  eight  prominent  historical  figures  they 
would  most  like  to  spend  a  day  with,  nearly  two 
of  three  Americans  named  Jesus  Christ,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  recent  Gallup  Poll.  Protestants  and  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  finished  alike  (75  percent)  in 
opting  for  the  company  of  Jesus  over  second- 
place  finishers  Abraham  Lincoln  for  Protestants 
(38  percent)  and  George  Washington  (34  per¬ 
cent)  for  Catholics.  Jesus  was  also  the  first 
choice  of  37  percent  of  those  surveyed  who 
claimed  no  Christian  affiliation.  Lincoln  was 
second. 

PEACEMAKER:  -ormer  president  Jim¬ 
my  Carter  didn’t  keep  his  date  to  speak  at  the 
recent  AIDS  National  Inter- 
faith  Consultation  for  two 
good  reasons.  Mr.  Carter 
was  negotiating  a  cease-fire 
between  government  and 
rebel  forces  in  Ethiopia. 

That  pact  is  to  allow  famine 
relief  flights — many  of 
them  sponsored  by  U.S. 
churches — to  resume.  After  1'mmy  Carter 

his  success  in  Ethiopia,  the  Sudanese  govern¬ 
ment  asked  Mr.  Carter  to  negotiate  a  similar 
agreement  in  that  African  country,  also  wracked 
by  war  and  famine,  said  Dr.  William  Foege,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Carter  Presidential  Center  in  At¬ 
lanta.  The  former  president  is  an  active 
Southern  Baptist  layman. 

AGAINST  THEIR  RELIGION:  Se 

venteen  Methodists  accused  of  firebombing  two 
Hindu  temples,  a  Sikh  temple  and  an  Islamic 
mosque  in  Lautoka,  Fiji,  committed  “acts  of 
conscience,”  their  lawyer  told  a  court.  The 
church  is  trying  to  reconcile  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  he  explained,  and  the  “old  book 
had  forbidden  the  worshiping  of  idols  and  stat¬ 
ues.”  The  lawyer  said  the  purpose  of  the  alleged 
arson  was  to  destroy  statues  and  idols  in  the 
buildings  that  were  destroyed. 

CHURCH  GROUPS  PROTEST:  in 

an  event  reminiscent  of  demonstrations  of  the 
Vietnam  War  era,  hundreds  of  people  blocked  the 
Federal  Building  in  lower  Manhattan  recently  to 
protest  U.S.  government  support  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  El  Salvador.  The  protest  by  the  New 
York  Emergency  Coalition  for  Peace  in  El  Salva¬ 
dor  resulted  in  the  arrests  of  1 14  people.  It  began 
with  a  brief  interfaith  service  to  mark  the  ninth 
anniversary  of  the  murders  of  four  U.S.  church 
workers  in  El  Satvador.  Among  groups  taking  part 
were  Church  Women  United,  Committee  in  Soli¬ 
darity  With  the  People  of  El  Salvador,  National 
Association  of  Religious  Women  and  Park  Slope 
United  Methodist  Church. 

THAT'S  NOT  MY  COFFEE:  a  boy 

•  cott  of  Salvadoran  coffee  is  being  organized  to 

•  pressure  that  country’s  power  structure  to  end 
the  violence  that  has  claimed  more  than  70,000 
lives  in  10  years.  Religious,  labor  union,  enter¬ 
tainment,  and  peace-and-justice  activists  and 
organizations  have  endorsed  the  boycott’s  early 
stages.  The  boycott  was  initiated  by  the  Neigh- 
bor-to-Neighbor  Action  Fund.  It  is  based  in  San 
Francisco  and  describes  itself  as  a  49,000-mem¬ 
ber  group  that  lobbies  in  the  United  States  for 
peace  and  justice  in  Central  America. 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


Conclave  says  AIDS  is  not  God's  will 

United  Methodists  help  draft  interfaith  call  to  comfort  and  defend  sufferers 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA— AIDS  is  not  a 
judgment  from  God. 

With  that  understanding,  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith  can  combat  the  stig¬ 
ma  of  the  disease  by  grieving 
publicly  with  the  loved  ones  of 
people  that  acquired  immune  de¬ 
ficiency  syndrome  has  killed. 

That  assertion  forms  the  basis 
of  a  major  interfaith  call  to  AIDS 
ministry — believed  to  be  the  first 
of  its  kind — crafted  last  week  by 
United  Methodists  and  other 
people  of  faith. 

The  call  came  out  of  a  consul¬ 
tation  titled  “AIDS:  The  Moral 
Imperative.”  It  was  sponsored  by 
the  AIDS  National  Interfaith 
Network  and  the  Carter  Center 


of  United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University. 

100  attend  event 

The  event  drew  more  than  100 
national  Christian  and  Jewish 
leaders  to  the  public  policy  cen¬ 
ter  in  Atlanta  for  an  intense,  day¬ 
long  conclave.  It  resulted  in  a 
six-page  declaration:  “Living 
with  AIDS:  An  Interfaith  Call  to 
Hope  and  Action.” 

Participants  agreed  to  take  the 
document — which  they  had  an 
opportunity  to  refine  at  the  meet¬ 
ing — back  to  their  respective  reli¬ 
gious  bodies  to  endorse  and  enact. 

The  AIDS  document  is  also  to 
be  forwarded  to  President  Bush 
in  hopes  that  he  will  be  prodded 
to  support  government  aid  for 
AIDS  research,  treatment  and 


prevention. 

The  document  declares  that 
AIDS  confronts  all  of  humanity, 
not  just  high-risk  populations 
such  as  homosexual  males,  intra¬ 
venous  drug  users  or  the  sexually 
promiscuous. 

The  religious  response  to  such 
an  overwhelming  epidemic,  as¬ 
serts  the  document,  should  be  to 
comfort  those  who  have  the  dis¬ 
ease  and  to  work  against  all 
forms  of  prejudice  that  would 
deny  AIDS  sufferers  medical 
care,  economic  security  and  civil 
and  religious  rights. 

5  themes  outlined 

In  addition  to  urging  several 
actions  as  “individuals,  citizens, 
religious  bodies  and  people  dedi¬ 
cated  to  a  future  of  hope,”  the  in¬ 


terfaith  covenant  outlines  five 
broad  themes: 

✓  “To  generate  a  prophetic  vi¬ 
sion  of  society  in  which  the  ‘gen¬ 
eral  welfare’  becomes  the  abiding 
obligation  of  public,  private  and 
voluntary  sectors  of  society. 

/■  “To  embody  and  proclaim 
hope,  life  and  healing  in  the 
midst  of  suffering. 

/■  “To  assure  that  all  whose 
lives  are  affected  by  the  epidemic 
will  have  access  to  compassion. 


non-judgmental  care,  respect, 
support  and  assistance. 

✓  "To  provide  accurate  and 
comprehensive  information  for 
the  public  regarding  HIV  [Human 
Immunodeficient  Virus]  trans¬ 
mission,  related  behavior  patterns 
and  means  of  prevention. 

/  “To  affect  public  attitudes 
and  policies  so  that  adequate 
care  and  appropriate  preventive 
measures  will  be  available  for  all 
people  in  need.” 


Physician:  Future  bleak 
without  AIDS  response 


ATLANTA — "I  do  not  believe  AIDS  is  God's  will  for  anyone!"  preaches  retired  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  during  an  AIDS  healing  service  at  the  Episcopal  Cathedral  of  St. 

Philip.  The  2-hour  service,  attended  by  about  300  people,  was  a  prelude  to  the  next  day's  na¬ 
tional  consultation  sponsored  by  the  AIDS  National  Interfaith  Network.  Bishop  Kelly  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  network.  Draped  along  the  altar  rail  are  segments  of  quilt  from  the  Names  Project,  a 
memorial  to  people  who  have  died  from  AIDS. 

Filipino  bishop  sees  mediating  role  in  coup  aftermath 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA— If  we  don’t  start 
giving  the  AIDS  pandemic  the 
kind  of  public,  private  and  vol¬ 
untary  resources  it  needs,  our 
children  face  a  bleak  future,  con¬ 
tends  a  national  AIDS  expert. 

Dr.  June  R.  Osbom,  a  physi¬ 
cian  and  dean  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  School  of  Public 
Health,  was  the  keynote  speaker 
at  the  recent  national  interfaith 
consultation  on  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome  (see 
accompanying  story). 

Dr.  Osborn,  who  chairs  the 
federally  funded  National  Com¬ 
mission  on  AIDS,  gave  the  gath¬ 
ering  some  sobering  assessments: 

■  Of  the  1  80,000  reported 
cases  of  AIDS  globally,  1 12,000 
of  them  are  in  the  United  States. 
An  estimated  1.5  million  people 
worldwide  are  infected  with  Hu¬ 
man  Immunodeficient  Virus,  the 
virus  that  causes  AIDS. 

■  The  interval  between  infec¬ 
tion  and  onset  of  AIDS  is  not 
five  to  seven  years,  as  scientists 
first  believed,  but  10  to  12  years. 

“That  means  we’re  talking 
about  [having  to  provide  medical 
care  in  2000  for]  people  who  got 


infected  last  week,”  Dr.  Osbom 
said. 

■  AIDS  threatens  to  ensure  a 
permanent  underclass  in  the 
United  States  because  middle-in¬ 
come  AIDS  sufferers  have  to 
“spend  down”  into  poverty  to  get 
treatment. 

■  Racial  and  economic  preju¬ 
dice  and  “virulent  homophobia” 
are  behind  efforts  to  “cordon 
off’  and  “bum  out”  the  disease 
among  homosexuals,  blacks,  His- 
panics  and  the  poor  by  denying 
them  adequate  treatment. 

Amid  these  bleak  assessments, 
the  future  is  not  entirely  without 
hope  if  people  of  faith  begin  to 
respond.  Dr.  Osbom  said. 

She  urged  that  individuals  and 
religious  bodies: 

/  Recognize  AIDS  as  a  prob¬ 
lem  for  the  entire  human  com¬ 
munity. 

✓  Combat  the  stigma  of  AIDS 
by  grieving  publicly  with  the 
loved  ones  of  people  killed  by  the 
disease. 

/  Teach  people  to  be  more  hu¬ 
mane  to  diversity  and  more  com¬ 
passionate  to  those  who  have 
AIDS  and  their  loved  ones. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

“The  role  of  the  church  in  the 
Philippines  during  the  next  few 
weeks  is  to  address  problems  we 
think  have  brought  the  coup  at¬ 
tempt  against  our  government.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop 
Emerito  P.  Nacpil  of  the  Manila 
episcopal  area  made  that  com¬ 
ment  to  the  Reporter  on  Dec.  7, 
following  the  surrender  of  mili¬ 
tary  rebels  who  tried  to  remove 
the  government  headed  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Corazon  Aquino. 

From  Nov.  29-Dec.  7,  army  re¬ 
bels  seized  military  bases  and  a 


television  station,  bombed  the 
president’s  palace  and  destroyed 
a  radio  station. 

An  estimated  80  persons  were 
killed  and  another  600  injured. 

About  400  rebels  also  held  a 
makeshift  fort  in  Manila's  finan¬ 
cial  district  and  trapped  hun¬ 
dreds  of  businessmen  and 
tourists  in  four  luxury  hotels. 

This  was  the  sixth  coup  at¬ 
tempt  against  Philippine  Presi¬ 
dent  Aquino  since  she  took  office 
in  1986. 

Bishop  Nacpil  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  the  Philippine  govern¬ 
ment  is  forming  agencies  that 
will  investigate  the  “planners 


and  planters"  of  the  coup.  But 
during  this  investigation,  the 
government  must  remember  that 
some  of  these  problems  "were 
caused  by  neglect."  he  said. 

"There  have  been  corruptions 
in  the  government,  so  public  ser¬ 
vices  have  been  neglected,”  said 
the  bishop.  “Now  the  conse¬ 
quences  have  come  upon  us. 

“The  larger  issues  in  the  Phil¬ 
ippines  pertain  to  civilian  rule 
versus  military  authority.  There 
was  a  tendency  [by  the  civilians] 
to  abuse  the  military  authorities, 
and  the  military  officials  felt  ig¬ 
nored  and  neglected.  So  to  call 
attention  to  their  plight,  they  de¬ 


cided  to  have  this  coup  attempt.” 

Bishop  Nacpil  said  Filipino 
United  Methodism  sees  itself  as 
"mediators  and  negotiators.” 
United  Methodists  were  among 
religious  leaders  to  go  between 
the  rebels  and  the  government. 

“Things  were  so  bad  that  we 
knew  there  would  be  no  negotia¬ 
tions  without  a  third  party,”  he 
said. 

“The  United  Methodist 
Church  also  made  a  statement  to 
the  public  through  the  radio  net¬ 
work  calling  for  peaceful  negotia¬ 
tions.  We  also  asked  the  people 
to  be  in  prayer  during  those 
days.” 


At  Makati  United  Methodist 
Church  at  the  edge  of  Manila’s 
embattled  commercial  district, 
Filipino  United  Methodists  gave 
such  assistance  to  civilians  during 
the  height  of  the  armed  conflict. 
The  300-member  church  also 
houses  a  Korean  congregation. 

No  Makati  church  members 
were  reported  harmed  during  the 
shootings.  However,  officials  at 
the  church's  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  headquarters 
in  New  York  said  three  mission¬ 
ary  families  living  in  that  area 
had  to  be  moved  last  week  fol¬ 
lowing  “shoot  to  kill”  threats  by 
armed  rebels. 


OBERAMMERGAU 
PASSION  PLAY  1990 


1 4  day  escorted  tour  programs  between  May  and  September  1 990.  Featuring 
2  days  in  Oberammergau  with  The  Passion  Play-Pie  last  one  In  our  cenluryl 
Visit  Austria,  Germany,  Switzerland.  Tailor-made  tor  Christian  travelers. 

Share  the  fun  and  excitement  of  visiting  some  of  Europe's  most  scenic  areas. 
Contact  us  for  a  brochure  and  information. 

£ducnJ  \  INTERNATIONAL 


For  registration  and  information  please  write  to:  Trinity  Institute,  Parish  of  Trinity 
Church,  74  Trinity  Place.  New  York,  NY  10006-2088,  or  call  212-602-0870. 

□  BAST:  Jan.  22-24  □  WEST:  Jan.  25-27 

New  York  City  San  Francisco 

Name  — — - - - - - 

Address  - - - - - 

Z!p  _ _ _ _ Spouse  (If  attending) - 

Registration  iee(s)  $   enclosed.  ($65  each:  Spouse  $30;  Students  $15) 


4600  EASTON  DR.,  SUITE  121  •  BAKERSFIELD,  CALIFORNIA.  93309,  USA 
CALIFORNIA  (800)  626-9601  •  NATIONWIDE  |600)  332-6823  •  LOCAL  (605)  32S-7899  M 


Frederick  Buechner  Maya  Angelou  James  Carroll 

GOD  WITH  US 

Through  autobiography  and  story 
the  featured  speakers  will  recall  experiences  of  grace. 


Survey  split  on  moving  missions  board 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Roughly  two  of  every  five  United 
Methodist  leaders  think  our  mis¬ 
sion  board  can  do  its  best  work 
from  New  York. 

But  another  two  of  every  five  lead¬ 
ers  say  the  board  can  serve  the 
church  better  from  another  site — 
probably  in  the  central  United  States. 

Those  were  main  findings  of  a 
survey  conducted  this  fall  for  the 
special  Task  Force  to  Consider  the 
Feasibility  of  Relocating  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  remaining  person  in  every 
five  has  mixed  feelings  about 
whether  the  mission  board’s  main 
offices  should  be  moved  from  their 
present  site  in  New  York  City. 


How  much  might  moving  the 
main  offices  of  our  mission  board 
to  another  city  cost? 

The  15  members  of  the  special 
Task  Force  to  Study  the  Feasibility  of 
Relocating  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  hope  to  answer 
that  question  next  year. 

The  panel  decided  Dec.  9  to  see  if 
it  could  afford  to  hire  a  corporate- 
relocation  consultant  to  do  a  cost 
analysis  of  moves  to  various  sites. 

Panel  members  adopted  1 5  criteria 
for  a  consultant  to  use  in  selecting 
possible  relocation  sites.  Those  in- 


Questionnaires  went  to  all  bish¬ 
ops,  district  superintendents,  1988 
General  Conference  delegates, 
elected  directors  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  di¬ 
rectors  of  annual  conference  coun¬ 
cils  on  Ministries. 

Local  leaders  sampled 

In  addition,  the  15-queStion  sur¬ 
vey  went  to  a  random  sampling  of 
presidents  of  local  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women's  units  and  chairpeople 
of  missions  work  areas  in  local  con¬ 
gregations. 

Despite  lack  of  consensus  about 
moving  the  mission  offices,  the  re¬ 
sults  show  some  seeming  shifts  in 
attitudes  about  the  board’s  location. 

In  a  1978  survey  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates,  44  percent  said 


elude  a  racially  and  ethnically  diverse 
population,  a  favorable  tax  climate 
for  religious  organizations,  reasonably 
priced  meeting  facilities,  and  good  in¬ 
ternational  travel  connections. 

The  group  also  plans  to  survey 
missionaries  and  members  of  the 
board’s  professional  and  field  staff 
early  next  year.  Members  of  the 
group  also  intend  to  ask  board  exec¬ 
utives  how  a  New  York  location  af¬ 
fects  the  agency’s  ability  to  attract 
staff  people. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


moving  the  mission  board  wouldn't 
be  in  the  church’s  best  interest. 
Thirty-nine  percent  said  it  would. 

But  in  this  year’s  survey  only  35 
percent  of  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  agree  that  the  mission  board  can 
carry  out  its  assigned  responsibilities 
most  effectively  from  New  York. 

Report  due  in  1992 

The  1988  General  Conference 
created  the  1 5-member  task  force  to 
look  into  the  feasibility  of  moving 
the  mission  board’s  main  offices 
from  New  York.  A  report  is  due  at 
the  next  General  Conference,  the 
denomination’s  top  policy-making 
body,  in  1992. 

Strongest  support  for  the  board’s 
current  site  came  from  leaders  in 
the  Northeastern  and  Western  juris¬ 
dictions.  Leaders  in  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  and  Southeastern  jurisdictions 
showed  the  most  dissatisfaction.  Peo¬ 
ple  from  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  occupy  the  middle  ground. 

Elected  directors  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  indicate 
most  satisfaction  with  the  status  quo. 

Presidents  of  local  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women's  units  and  chairpeo¬ 
ple  of  missions  work  areas  in  local 
congregations  also  show  solid  satis¬ 
faction  with  the  board’s  present  lo¬ 
cation. 

REVELATION:  An  Exposition,  by  Carroll 
Gillis.  Dr.  Gillis’  book  is  written  for  the 
layperson  rather  than  the  scholar.  It  is  a 
sane  and  able  treatment  of  this  difficult 
Bible  book.  SUNBURST  PRESS.  PO  Box 
3129,  Pacoima,  CA  91331.  Paperback, 
$8.95;  Hardback,  $16.95.  Add  $1.50  for 
handling.  Refund  if  not  satisfied, 


Survey  questionnaires  went  in  Sep¬ 
tember  to  4,333  people.  As  of  the 
Nov.  8  tabulation  deadline,  2,055 
questionnaires  had  been  returned. 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Associate  Editor 
Douglas  Cannon  supervised  the  survey 
for  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  Insti¬ 
tute  for  Church  Communications,  the  Re¬ 
porter's  instructional  and  research  arm. 


CLASSIFIED 


WESLEY  FOUNDATION  CAMPUS  MINIS¬ 
TER  for  Rutgers  University.  NJ.  Letter  of  applica¬ 
tion.  names  and  telephone  numbers  for  three  ref¬ 
erences  to;  Dr  Les  Small,  Dept,  of  Economics, 
Cook  College.  New  Brunswick,  NJ  08850  by  Janu- 
ary  15,  1990. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 

Ministries  needed  for  1600-member  church.  Mini¬ 
mum  3  years  full-time  experience,  mid  20’s  salary 
package.  Immediate  opening.  Contact:  A1  Ham¬ 
mer,  St.  John’s  UMC,  1800  Cypress  Gardens 
Blvd.,  Winter  Haven,  FL  33884. _ 

PHYSICIAN  NEEDED.  Rural  community.  Kent¬ 
wood,  Louisiana,  desperately  needs  a  family  prac¬ 
tice  physician  to  assist  in  meeting  the  medical 
needs  of  the  community.  100  bed  nursing  home, 
and  26  bed  hospital.  Presently  there  is  only  one 
physician  serving  this  area  and  the  need  for  help  is 
overwhelming.  If  interested  calk  Shiriev  Frazier. 
(504)  229-7313. _ 

YOUTH/CHILDREN/PROGRAM  MINISTRIES 
Director.  550-member  church.  Salary  S16K-18K. 
Applications  needed  by  January  15.  Send  resume: 
Rev.  Richard  Hume,  P.O.  Box  7156,  Longview. 
TX  75607,  or  telephone  (214)  758-8091. _ 

FOOD  SERVICE  COORDINATOR,  East  Bay 
Camp  and  Retreat  Center,  Bloomington,  IL. 
SI 3-  $17,000  plus  housing,  utilities,  benefits. 
Contact:  Rex  Hendrix,  P.O.  Box  515,  Blooming¬ 
ton,  IL  61702-0515.  (309)  828-5092.  Deadline: 
January  20. _ 

WANTED:  CAMP  FACILITIES  MANAGER 
Oversee  property,  equipment  at  two  conference 
camps.  S15.0OO-S  18,000  annually  with  full  bene¬ 
fits.  Send  letter,  resume,  three  references  to  Ray 
Wagner.  2410  12th  St.  N..  Fargo.  ND  58102. 
Deadline  February  1st. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES.  Full¬ 
time  position  in  suburban  church  of  800  members. 
Responsible  for  developing  program,  providing  re¬ 
sources,  coordination,  leadership  for  lay  volunteers. 
MRE  or  BA  in  Christian  Education  with  applicable 
work  experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume  to: 
Chairperson.  SPRC.  South  Miami  UMC  5999 
Ponce  dc  Leon.  Miami.  FL  33146. 


Task  force  eyes  consultant 
to  check  costs  of  moving 
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Faith 

^connections 

CHAPLAIN  INSTALLED:  A  United 

Methodist  clergyman  has  been  installed  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Association  for  - 
Clinical  Pastoral  Educa¬ 
tion.  The  Rev.  Julian  Byrd 
manages  the  department  of 
pastoral  services  and  educa¬ 
tion  at  The  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Houston.  The 
4,000-member  association 
is  the  accrediting  agency  for 
hospital  chaplaincy  and  lulianByrd 
similar  health  and  welfare  efforts.  Mr.  Byrd,  56, 
was  named  1989  chaplain  of  the  year  by  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries. 

LEADERS  HONORED:  Three  United 
Methodists  who  helped  start  Interfaith  Action 
for  Economic  Justice  in  Washington — Joyce  V. 
Hamlin,  James  A.  Hamilton  and  the  Rev.  Lu¬ 
ther  E.  Tyson — and  U.S.  Rep.  Gus  Hawkins,  D- 
Calif.,  also  a  United  Methodist,  were  among 
people  honored  recently  at  the  advocacy  group’s 
15th  anniversary  dinner. 

STUDY  FUNDS  OFFERED:  Annual 

stipends  for  study  in  religious  journalism  are 
being  offered  for  1990-91  by  the  Nashville- 
based  General  Commission  on  Communica¬ 
tion.  The  Stoody-West  Fellowship  is  for  $6,000. 
The  Leonard  M.  Perryman  Communications 
Scholarship  for  Ethnic  Students  pays  $1,000. 
Applications  are  available  from  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications,  P.O.  Box  320,  Nash¬ 
ville  37202. 

HOPE  FOR  HOMELESS:  Hope  for 

the  Homeless”  is  the  theme  for  the  1 990  Call  to 
Prayer  and  Self-Denial  Offering  sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division.  Proceeds  from  the  yearlong  offer¬ 
ing  taken  by  the  1.5  million  members  of  United 
Methodist  Women  are  to  promote  direct  ser¬ 
vices  to  and  advocacy  programs  for  the  needs  of 
the  homeless,  especially  women  and  children. 

MORE  HOT  AIR  IN  CHURCHES: 

Need  ideas  on  reducing  energy  costs  in  church- 
owned  buildings  this  winter?  The  Philadelphia- 
based  Interfaith  Coalition  on  Energy  may  be 
able  to  help.  The  coalition  offers  workshops, 
technical  information,  newsletters  and  energy 
audits  for  congregations.  For  more  information 
write:  The  Interfaith  Coalition  on  Energy,  P.O. 
Box  262577,  Philadelphia  19141. 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


Social-action  agency 
buys  ad  to  answer 
abortion-role  critics 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— In  an  un¬ 
usual  move,  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  chief  social  action 
agency  is  taking  a  full-page,  paid 
advertisement  in  “Good  News" 
magazine  to  respond  to  a  column 
in  the  publication’s  November- 
December  issue  dealing  with 
abortion. 

A  "thoughtful  and  prayerful” 
consideration  must  be  brought  to 
“the  continuing  dialogue”  on 
abortion,  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society’s  chief  staff  execu¬ 
tive  says. 

The  ad  also  reprints  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  official  position  as 
established  by  the  church’s  high¬ 
est  legislative  body,  the  General 
Conference. 

The  sharply  critical  column  by 
James  S.  Robb,  senior  editor  of 
“Good  News,"  deals  primarily 
with  the  board  and  the  Religious 
Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights 
(RCAR),  a  tenant  at  the  United 
Methodist  Building  on  Capitol 
Hill  in  Washington. 

The  board  owns  the  building 
and  rents  space  to  a  variety  of  or¬ 
ganizations,  most  of  them  related 
in  some  way  to  the  nation’s  reli¬ 
gious  community. 

Mr.  Robb’s  column  called  for  a 
letter-writing  campaign  urging 
Church  and  Society  to  evict  the 
abortion-rights  coalition. 

The  advertisement  was  devel¬ 
oped  to  help  clear  up  “a  number 
of  inaccurate  and  misleading 
statements”  in  the  “Good  News” 
column,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett, 
Church  and  Society  general  sec¬ 
retary. 

Among  other  things,  Mr.  Robb 
says  in  his  column  that  the  abor¬ 
tion-rights  coalition  testifies  at 
congressional  hearings,  “claim¬ 
ing  to  represent  you,  since  you 
are  a  United  Methodist.” 


Near-to-last  step  for  Africa  U. 


Zimbabwe  parliament  OKs  private  schools  as  national  policy 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Zimbabwe’s 
parliament  has  approved  a  recom¬ 
mendation  to  make  private  uni¬ 
versities  part  of  national  policy. 

This  is  a  near-to-last  step  to¬ 
ward  official  sanction  of  United 
Methodism’s  proposed  Africa 
University  there,  the  church’s 
chief  executive  for  higher  educa¬ 
tion  said  Dec.  4. 

The  Zimbabwean  parliament 
now  must  enact  a  law  that  recog¬ 
nizes  private  universities  and  create 
a  national  commission  on  educa¬ 
tion  to  receive  and  approve  applica¬ 


tions  for  private  schools.  Zimbabwe 
has  no  private  universities. 

The  proposal  to  create  the 
United  Methodist  university  in 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  would  be 
processed  through  such  a  com¬ 
mission,  said  the  Rev.  Roger  W. 
Ireson,  top  executive  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
based  in  Nashville. 

“With  this  latest  word  from 
Parliament,  we  anticipate  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  (governmental) 
process  as  early  as  May,”  Dr.  Ire- 
son  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service 

He  added,  though,  that  it  could 


be  delayed  until  midsummer,  de¬ 
pending  on  other  priorities  on 
the  parliamentary  agenda. 

Full  approval  of  the  Africa 
University  proposal  by  the  new 
commission  could  come  as  early 
as  late  September,  he  added. 

The  recent  action  by  Parliament 
is  the  end  of  the  first  phase  of  ne¬ 
gotiations  between  the  church  and 
Zimbabwe’s  government  regard¬ 
ing  the  proposed  United  Method¬ 
ist  university,  Dr.  Ireson  said. 

The  next  step  in  getting  a  clear 
go-ahead  for  the  university  is  for 
Parliament  to  pass  a  law  allowing 
private  universities  in  Zimbabwe. 

Fay  Chung,  acting  minister  of 


higher  education,  is  preparing  a 
bill  to  present  for  Parliament’s 
consideration  in  late  January 
1 990.  If  approved,  the  law  will  go 
into  effect  immediately,  Dr.  Ire¬ 
son  explained. 

The  school  is  projected  to  open 
in  spring  1991  with  colleges  of 
theology,  education,  and  man¬ 
agement  and  administration. 

Earlier  this  month,  United 
Methodism’s  top  fiscal  agency 
withheld  approval  of  financial 
plans  for  the  proposed  Africa 
University,  pending  receipt  of 
“written  evidence"  of  a  green 
light  from  the  Zimbabwe  govern¬ 
ment  (see  UMR,  Dec.  8). 


He  also  writes  that  “RCAR 
thinks  abortions  performed  as  a 
sort  of  last-resort  birth  control 
are  all  right.” 

Mr.  Fassett  states  in  the  paid 
advertisement  that  the  coalition 
does  not  claim  to  represent  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  nor  does  the  group 
support  the  use  of  abortion  as 
birth  control. 

Organized  in  1973,  the  abor¬ 
tion-rights  coalition  is  supported 
by  30  national  Protestant,  Jewish 
and  other  faith  groups.  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  was  one  of  the  coali¬ 
tion’s  organizing  groups. 

The  social  action  agency  does 
not  contribute  financially  to  the 
coalition,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Donna  MortonStout,  a  Church 
and  Society  associate  general  sec¬ 
retary,  and  has  not  since  at  least 
1986,  when  she  joined  the  staff. 

The  United  Methodist  agency 
pays  no  membership  fees  in  the 
coalition. 


PLANO,  Texas— Project  coordinator  Tom  Wright,  a  United  Methodist  layman,  stands  amid 
some  of  the  15,000  gifts  going  to  needy  people  in  Honduras  by  mid-December.  The  gifts — 
many  of  them  provided  by  United  Methodist  congregations  across  the  U.S. — will  be  transported 
by  the  Texas  Air  National  Guard  to  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras.  There  a  team  of  American  volun¬ 
teers  will  distribute  them  to  needy  Honduran  children  and  to  Nicaraguan  refugees  in  camps 
along  the  border.  About  50,000  pounds  of  clothes,  medical  equipment  and  food  also  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed.  The  seventh  consecutive  airlift  of  gifts  is  sponsored  by  two  non-profit  interdenomina¬ 
tional  ministries,  Global  Outreach  and  Freedom's  Friends. 


Evangelical,  ecumenical  groups 
seek  evangelism  commonalities 


Study  panel 
invitations 
go  begging 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — Ever  called  a 
meeting  to  which  hardly  any¬ 
body  came? 

If  so,  you  have  some  idea  of 
one  concern  facing  the  special 
United  Methodist  Committee 
to  Study  Homosexuality. 

The  study  panel  invited 
about  30  Atlanta-area  United 
Methodist  congregations  to 
send  representatives  to  share 
their  views  on  homosexuality 
during  the  committee’s  Nov. 
30-Dec.  3  meeting  there. 

Only  one  congregation,  Trin¬ 
ity  United  Methodist  Church, 
accepted  the  committee’s  invi¬ 
tation. 

“We  believe  it’s  possible  for 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
to  be  open  to  whoever  comes  in 
the  doors,”  said  the  Rev.  Rex- 
ford  T.  Kaney,  Trinity’s  pastor. 

Mr.  Kaney  told  the  study  com¬ 
mittee  that  his  congregation  con¬ 
sidered,  then  rejected,  becoming  a 
Reconciling  Congregation  be¬ 
cause  “we  didn’t  want  to  single 
out  gays  and  lesbians.” 

Reconciling  Congregations 
are  part  of  a  national  United 
Methodist  movement  in  which 
local  churches  and  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  after  studying  human 
sexuality,  specifically  welcome 
gay  men  and  lesbian  women  to 
be  full  participating  members. 

Study  committee  members 
say  they  fear  the  limited  re¬ 
sponse  from  Atlanta-area  con¬ 
gregations  may  foretell  similar 
difficulties  for  regional  hearings 
the  group  plans  for  1 990. 

C.  David  Lundquist,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  said  he  would  use  the 
Atlanta  experience  to  improve 
ways  of  encouraging  local  congre¬ 
gations  to  send  speakers  to  future 
study-panel  meetings. 

The  homosexuality  study 
committee  report  is  expected  to 
go  to  the  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Louisville,  Ky. 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Is  a  search  for 
common  ground  emerging  between 
ecumenical  groups  and  evangelicals 
in  the  area  of  evangelism? 

Speakers  representing  two  1989 
world  mission  events  pointed  out 
similarities  and  differences  during  a 
symposium  sponsored  recently  by  the 
World  Division  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Houston,  inter¬ 
national  director  of  the  Lausanne 
Committee  on  World  Evangelism, 
used  himself  as  an  example  of  how 
evangelicals  can  change. 

Earlier  in  his  life,  he  said,  he  was 
aligned  with  a  separatist  section  of 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Scotland, 
which  was  ready  to  split  from  the 
church  if  it  participated  in  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement. 

When  he  went  to  Africa — where 
he  stayed  in  mission  12  years — Dr. 
Houston  became  involved  ecumeni¬ 
cally  and  has  been  active  in  ecu¬ 
menical  evangelism  ever  since. 

At  Lausanne  II,  a  congress  on 
world  evangelism  in  Manila,  the 
Philippines,  in  July  1989,  evangeli¬ 
cals  worked  to  overcome  the  view¬ 
point  that  social  action  is  a 
“liberal”  approach  to  the  gospel. 

Rather,  according  to  Dr.  Hous¬ 
ton,  evangelicals  at  the  congress  in 
Manila  accepted  “the  challenge  of 
the  poor.” 

Participants,  who  included  200 
Methodist  and  World  Methodist 
Council-related  representatives, 
also  affirmed  the  Universal  Decla¬ 
ration  of  Human  Rights  in  its  docu¬ 
ment,  called  “The  Manila 
Manifesto.” 

The  Rev.  Eugene  Stockwell,  a 
United  Methodist  and  former  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Commission  on  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism,  pointed  to 
several  things  he  learned  from  his 
commission’s  event  last  May  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas. 

He  specifically  referred  to  holding 
worship  services  that  he  said  helped 
mission  “come  alive,”  seeing  land 
rights  and  economics  as  issues  for 
Christians  to  address,  and  questioning 


current  mission  structures  and  the 
possible  divestment  of  power. 

A  wide  variety  of  people,  including 
United  Methodists,  took  part — 44 
percent  women,  1 5  percent  youth  and 
20  percent  Orthodox,  along  with  a 
delegation  from  the  Vatican  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  indigenous  peoples, 
other  faiths  and  evangelicals. 

“When  these  people  began  to  re¬ 
alize  that  their  voices  would  be  lis¬ 
tened  to  . . .  they  came  out  in  a 
flood,”  Dr.  Stockwell  said. 

The  San  Antonio  event  also  put 
the  issue  of  dialogue  with  other 
faiths — without  trying  to  manipu¬ 
late  them  into  Christianity — “back 


By  B.  DENISE  HAWKINS 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

Two  months  after  the  Oct.  17 
earthquake  in  Northern  Califor¬ 
nia,  estimates  of  damage  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  property  are  ' 
incomplete,  but  damage  to  build¬ 
ings  alone  is  expected  to  exceed  a 
half-million  dollars. 

That’s  the  estimate  of  sources 
in  the  church’s  Califomia-Neva- 
da  Annual  Conference. 

The  day  the  earthquake  struck, 
the  conference’s  Disaster  Relief 
Fund  only  had  $300  in  its  coffers. 

Since  then,  it  has  received 
$126,000  from  all  sources,  said 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Cross-cultural  ex¬ 
changes  in  music  and  other  artistic 
pursuits  in  church  settings  will  be  at 
the  heart  of  a  new  program  empha¬ 
sis  at  United  Methodism’s  laity 
training  facility,  the  Scarritt-Ben- 
nett  Center. 

The  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  record-selling  United 
Methodist  Hymnal,  begins  work  in 


on  the  front  burner,”  he  added. 

In  Manila,  however,  evangelicals 
still  rejected  all  other  faiths  as 
“idolatrous,”  according  to  Dr. 
Houston,  and  rejected  the  thesis 
that  Jews  have  their  own  special 
covenant  with  God. 

Despite  that  and  other  differences 
between  the  evangelical  and  the  ecu¬ 
menical,  the  Rev.  James  Forbes, 
pastor  of  New  York’s  interdenomi¬ 
national  Riverside  Church,  noted, 
“We  are  gaining  the  ability  to  hear 
each  other  across  these  divides. 

“I  read  the  gospel  in  such  a  way 
that  both  these  dimensions  have  a 
pull  on  me,”  he  said. 


Nadine  DeWitt  Droke,  chair¬ 
woman  of  the  conference  board 
of  world  ministries. 

That  figure,  she  said,  includes 
an  initial  $40,000  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  and  a  $25,000  gift  from 
Mississippi  United  Methodists. 

Despite  the  outpouring  of  gifts, 
the  greatest  needs  of  earthquake 
victims  are  money  and  volun¬ 
teers,  say  those  responding  to  the 
disaster. 

The  conference  continues  to  so¬ 
licit  volunteers  for  work  teams  for 
assignments  that  will  be  made  in 
January  and  February.  Some  work 
teams  have  already  begun. 


January  as  director  of  music  and 
other  arts  for  the  center,  formerly 
Scarritt  Graduate  School. 

The  contract  staff  position  and  its 
funding  were  approved  recently  by 
the  Scarritt-Bennett  board  • 

Dr.  Young,  who  edited  both  the 
1966  Book  of  Hymns  and  the  just- 
released  United  Methodist  Hymnal, 
said  he  hopes  a  major  portion  of 
Scarritt-Bennett’s  new  music  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  intercultural  exchange. 


Damages  being  assessed 
to  churches  after  quake 


Laity  center  opens  course 


Resources 
For  Living 

Introducing  a  new  series  of  books 
written  by  practicing  counselors  to  help 
people  adapt  to  change 

— Andrew  D.  Lester,  General  Editor 

When  You 
Are  Facing  Change 

/.  Bill  Ratliff 

Bn  insightful,  suppor¬ 
tive  self-help  book 
for  people  facing 
uncertainty,  end¬ 
ings,  and  beginnings,  this  book 
shows  that  God's  influence  in 
an  emotional  struggle  can  lead 
to  a  successful  transition. 

" When  You  Are  Facing  Change 
gives  process,  meaning,  and 
purpose  to  an  understanding 
of  life's  many  varied  transi¬ 
tions.  While  carefully  acknowl¬ 
edging  the  pain  and  pitfalls  of 
dealing  with  transitions,  the 
author  brings  to  the  process  a 
sense  of  hope — the  hope  of 
positive  transformation." 

—  C.  Roy  Woodruff,  Executive 
Director,  American  Association 
of  Pastoral  Counselors 

Paper  $9.95 


Available  from  your  local  bookstore  or  direct 
from  the  publisher. 

(Please  include  $1.50  per  book  for  postage  and  handling.) 


Westminster/John  Knox  Press 

'  100  Witherspoon  Street  •  Louisville,  Kentucky  40202-1396 
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When  You 
Feel  Insecure 

John  P.  Reed 

•  teaching  people 
how  to  recognize 
their  insecurities  and 
cope  with  them,  this 
book  contributes  to  the  build¬ 
ing  of  self-esteem  by  offering 
new  strategies  for  achieving 
security  in  life.  "When  You  Feel 
Insecure  is  more  than  a  self-help 
book.  It  is  a  meeting  with  an 
authentic  human  being,  trans¬ 
parent  and  wise,  with  healing 
in  his  words. " — Edward  E. 
Thornton,  Lawrence  and 
Charlotte  Hoover  Professor  of 
Pastoral  Care,  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

fbper  $9.95 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Methodist 
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Remembering  the  season's  reason 

Public  television  specials  offer  spiritual  alternative  to  secular  holiday  shows 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Religious  News  Service 

With  each  passing  year,  holiday 
programming  presented  on  com¬ 
mercial  television  networks  be¬ 
comes  more  secularized. 

On  the  Public  Broadcasting  Sys¬ 
tem,  however,  viewers  are  regularly 
reminded  of  the  reason  for  the  season. 

In  early  December,  for  example, 
Kenny  Rogers  was  featured  singing 
“O  Holy  Night”  and  “The  First 
Noel”;  Jessye  Norman  sang  Christ¬ 
mas  hymns  and  carols  in  an  English 
cathedral;  Luciano  Pavarotti  sang 
sacred  music  at  a  basilica  in  Mon¬ 
treal;  and  Peter,  Paul  and  Mary  per¬ 
formed  carols  and  folk  music  from 
New  York  City. 

Music  of  faith  highlighted 

On  Dec.  19(10  p.m.  EST),  the  in¬ 
ternationally-acclaimed  choirs  of 
St.  Olafs  College  in  Minnesota 
present  traditional  carols  from  En¬ 
gland  and  Scandinavia  in  “A  St. 
Olaf  Christmas.” 

The  following  day,  Dec.  20  (10 
p.m.  EST),  PBS  presents  a  concert 
of  the  rousing  Klezmer  music  of 
Eastern  European  Jews  in  “A  Jum- 


Joseph  Campbell 
. . .  scholar  and  teacher 

pin’  Night  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,” 
reminding  us  that  this  is  the  season 
of  Chanukah  as  well  as  Christmas. 

On  Friday,  Dec.  22  (9  p.m.  ET) 
“Live  from  Lincoln  Center”  trum¬ 
peter  Wynton  Marsalis  leads  Lin¬ 
coln  Center’s  classical  jazz 


orchestra  in  traditional  carols  and 
his  own  songs  for  the  season. 

On  Christmas  Eve,  Denholm  El¬ 
liot  stars  in  a  dramatization  of  Dy¬ 
lan  Thomas’  “A  Child’s  Christmas 
in  Wales,”  (7  p.m.  EST). 

Lessons  and  Carols  planned 

Later  the  same  evening  the  En¬ 
glish  Christmas  Eve  service,  a  Festi¬ 
val  of  Nine  Lessons  and  Carols,  is 
broadcast  from  the  15th-century 
Gothic  chapel  at  King’s  College  in 
Cambridge  in  “Christmas  at 
King’s”  (10  p.m.  EST). 

This  year,  for  the  first  time  since 
its  inception  in  1441,  the  King’s 
College  Choir  includes  an  American 
chorister,  Christopher  Brunelle. 
“Christmas  at  King’s”  will  be  digi¬ 
tally  recorded  and  simulcast  in  ste¬ 
reo  on  American  Public  Radio. 

On  Christmas  Day,  “Wonder¬ 
works”  presents  a  Christmas  story 
from  Australia,  “Miracle  Down  Un¬ 
der.” 

Several  other  programs  on  PBS 
this  month  may  not  be  presented  as 
holiday  specials  but  nonetheless  may 
challenge  viewers  to  live  out  the 
meaning  of  the  Feast  of  the  Incarna¬ 
tion  and  the  Festival  of  Lights. 


“Hunger  in  America,”  (Tuesday, 
Dec.  12,  at  10  p.m.  EST),  narrated 
by  Glenn  Close,  investigates  the 
causes  of  hunger,  the  effects  of  mal¬ 
nutrition  on  children,  and  shows 
some  religious  organizations  al¬ 
ready  at  work  aiding  the  hungry. 


'Power  of  Myth'  revisited 

Public  Broadcasting  System  offi¬ 
cials  initially  resisted  Bill  Moyers’ 
proposal  for  “Joseph  Campbell  and 
the  Power  of  Myth,”  but  the  re¬ 
markable  public  support  it  gained 
has  convinced  PBS  to  repeat  the  se¬ 
ries  over  the  holidays,  a  time  when 
many  people  rethink  their  religious 
beliefs.  Check  local  listings. 

On  Tuesday,  Dec.  26,  Peter  Jen¬ 
nings  hosts  “Christmas  at  Star- 
cross,”  showing  us  two  nuns  and  a 
priest  who  are  making  their  own  he¬ 
roic  journey  of  faith  as  they  operate 
a  Christmas  tree  farm  and  adopt  or¬ 
phaned  children,  some  of  whom 
have  AIDS. 

Thus  PBS  offers  songs  about  the 
baby  who  was  bom  into  a  world 
where  there  was  no  room  for  him 
and  reminders  that  there  are  those 
who  need  a  place  in  our  hearts  today. 


Reviews: 


Books  for  giving  share  stories  of  faith 

'Writers  Revealed '  depicts  British  authors'  struggles  with  belief  questions 


"Writers  Revealed"  by  Rosemary 
Hartill.  Peter  Bedrick  Books,  New 
York,  1988.  144  pages,  $17.95 
hardcover,  $8.95  paperback. 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

In  every  good  show,  there’s  a  mo¬ 
ment  worth  the  price  of  admission. 

Rosemary  Hartill’s  conversa¬ 
tions  with  eight  contemporary  nov¬ 
elists  about  faith,  religion  and  God 
is  rich  with  such  moments. 

“Writers  Revealed”  is  a  “good 
show,”  both  as  a  British  idiom  for  a 
job  well  done  and  in  its  translation 
of  the  conversations  from  a  BBC  ra¬ 


dio  series. 

American  readers  may  find  them¬ 
selves  strangers  in  the  strange  land 
of  British  language  and  culture. 
Glowing  clouds  and  fiery  pillars  of 
belief,  however,  soon  guide  sojourn¬ 
ers  across  the  unfamiliar  landscape. 

Ms.  Hartill  kicks  off  the  fast- 
paced  conversations  with  a  few  ob¬ 
servations  of  her  own  on  the  state  of 
contemporary  Christianity. 

She  laments  the  preponderance  of 
Catholics  among  the  authors  inter¬ 
viewed  by  noting  the  apparent  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  “Free  Churches”  outside 
the  Anglican  tradition  to  produce 
any  writers  of  significance. 


United  Methodists,  in  particular, 
will  wince  at  her  description: 

“. . .  Even  today,  week  in,  week 
out,  Methodist  congregations  are 
still  offered  sweeping  poetic  images 
of  faith  in  the  hymns  of  Charles 
Wesley.  But  when  John  and  Charles 
Wesley  died,  Methodism  gradually 
lost  its  fire,  its  energy.  It  got  bogged 
down  in  committees,  writing  min¬ 
utes,  its  glowing  coals  doused  with 
non-alcoholic  wine,  followed  by 
hymn  sandwiches.” 

Piercing  as  such  observations  are, 
they  serve  to  prepare  the  reader  for 
a  provocative  array  of  contempo¬ 
rary  thoughts  on  Christianity  that 


Women's  essays  liken  feminist  theology  to  gardening 


"Inheriting  Our  Mothers'  Gardens: 
Feminist  Theology  in  Third  World 
Perspective,"  Ed.  Letty  M.  Russell  et 
al.  Westminster  Press,  Philadelphia, 
1988.  184  pages,  $12.95,  paper. 

By  BARBARA  WENDLAND 

“Inheriting  Our  Mothers’  Gar¬ 
dens”  is  a  collection  of  eight  auto¬ 
biographical  essays  by  women  from 
a  variety  of  racial  and  ethnic  back¬ 
grounds. 

These  authors  are  angry  about  the 
way  patriarchal  culture  has  treated 
them  and  their  female  ancestors, 


and  they  are  pressing  for  change. 

Some  readers  may  find  these 
women’s  message  too  strong  for 
their  tastes.  However,  because  many 
committed  Christians  see  it  as  a 
message  from  God,  serious  Chris¬ 
tians  cannot  afford  to  ignore  it,  even 
if  they  disagree  with  the  authors. 

This  book’s  authors  use  gardens 
as  a  metaphor  for  the  inheritance 
that  comes  to  each  woman  from  her 
family,  her  history,  and  her  culture. 
Whatever  a  woman’s  inheritance 
includes,  these  authors  remind  us,  it 
is  probably  “a  mixed  bouquet,  with 
flowers  but  also  with  weeds.” 


Pamphlet  says  British 
society  contradicts  Gospel 


By  AUSTIN  CARLEY 
Religious  News  Service 

LONDON — British  society  is 
being  driven  in  a  direction  that 
contradicts  gospel  teaching,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  pamphlet  that  has  been  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  heads  of  most  of  the 
nation's  major  churches. 

Titled  “Hearing  the  Cry  of  the 
Poor,”  the  pamphlet  was  issued 
at  a  special  service  here  Dec.  3  by 
an  ecumenical  lobby  called 
Christian  Action  for  the  Poor. 

It  has  been  endorsed  by  lead¬ 
ing  Roman  Catholic  and  Angli¬ 
can  prelates,  the  moderator  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland  and  the 
presidents  of  the  Methodist  and 
Baptist  conferences. 

The  pamphlet  criticizes  home¬ 
lessness,  the  closing  of  hospital 
wards,  the  underfunding  of  gov¬ 
ernment  services  and  what  it 
calls  an  unfair  taxation  system 
and  calls  for  the  building  of  a 
new  social  order  in  Britain. 

Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
Derek  Worlock  of  Liverpool  in¬ 
sisted  that  the  statement  is  theo¬ 
logical  rather  than  political. 

“I  should  be  very  sorry  if  this 
declaration  is  thought  of  as  being 
aimed  at  government,”  he  said 
on  national  radio.  “It  is  aimed  at 
society  as  a  whole.  Whoever  is  in 
power  at  a  particular  moment 
has  to  assume  responsibility  for 
the  whole  of  society.” 

In  response,  John  Gummer,  a 


member  of  the  cabinet  and  a  lay 
member  of  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland  General  Synod,  strongly 
defended  government  policies. 

While  he  said  he  agreed 
"wholeheartedly  with  the 
churches’  claim  that  gospel 
teaching  obliges  Christians  to 
help  the  underprivileged,”  he 
said  he  didn’t  understand  how 
gospel  teaching  could  be  used  to 
reach  the  conclusion  that  privati¬ 
zation  of  government  services  is 
wrong. 

The  cabinet  official  complained 
that  the  statement  “brings  togeth¬ 
er  two  wholly  different  things:  the 
Christian  duty  to  help  the  poor 
and  how  you  actually  fulfill  that 
duty.  Most  of  what  this  declara¬ 
tion  says  is  a  rehash  of  the  1960s 
policies  which  result  in  the  condi¬ 
tions  we  have  today." 

Mr.  Gummer  also  charged  that 
"the  archbishop  of  Liverpool,  a 
man  of  enormous  religious  stand¬ 
ing,  is  being  led  by  the  nose  by  op¬ 
ponents  of  government  policy.” 

In  response.  Archbishop  Wor¬ 
lock  said,  “I’m  led  by  the  nose  by 
my  clergy  and  the  people  in 
whose  name  I’m  entitled  to 
speak,  the  poor  who  are  deprived 
of  life’s  basic  necessities.  I  have 
no  wish  to  be  drawn  into  small 
political  arguments,  but  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  saying,  ‘Where  have  the 
monies  gone  that  have  arisen 
from  privatization?’  ” 


Each  of  these  authors  has  tried  to 
identify  her  own  bouquet's  ingredi¬ 
ents  and  then  to  begin  cultivating 
her  inherited  garden  in  a  way  that 
will  help  it  bear  fruit  that  is  pleasing 
to  God.  These  women  ask  their 
readers  to  do  the  same. 

“The  beginning  of  partnership  in 
dialogue,”  the  authors  find,  “is  ’dig¬ 
ging  in  your  own  garden,’  so  that 
you  know  what  gifts  you  can  bring 
to  the  global  table  talk  with  your  sis¬ 
ters  and  what  parts  of  our  life  might 
be  harmful  to  others.” 

They  find  this  type  of  gardening 
to  be  difficult  work,  part  of  a  pro¬ 
cess  that  is  never  finished.  Howev¬ 
er,  they  consider  the  process 
essential  for  “clearing  way  the 
blight  and  making  space  so  that  we 
may  all  grow  into  the  whole  human 
beings  God  created." 

They  hope  that  “by  listening  to 
the  voices  of  those  who  have  been 
excluded  ...  we  may  find  a  way  to 
cultivate  a  global  garden  together.” 

Barbara  Wendland  is  a  frequent 
reviewer  of  the  Reporter  and  lives 
in  Temple,  Texas. 
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jab  complacent  beliefs  with  enrich¬ 
ing  re-evaluations. 

The  eight  writers  profiled  by  Ms. 
Hartill — Anthony  Burgess,  Sara 
Maitland,  Brian  Moore,  John  Mor¬ 
timer,  Iris  Murdoch,  Piers  Paul 
Read,  Bernice  Rubens  (the  book’s 
lone  Jew)  and  A.  N.  Wilson — enjoy 
various  levels  of  renown  among 
American  readers. 

What  makes  their  views  worth¬ 
while  is  how  they  struggle  consis¬ 
tently — often  within  the  context  of 
traditional  beliefs — with  some  of 
the  most  disturbing,  most  basic 
questions  of  faith. 

Their  conversations  also  reflect 
how  those  struggles  form  the  es¬ 
sence  of  their  writings  and  their 
lives. 

Consider: 

Anthony  Burgess:  “I  increasingly 
accept — not  as  mere  myth — that 
there’s  an  eternal  struggle  going  on 
between  the  forces  of  good  and  the 
forces  of  evil.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  devil  exists.”  (Mr.  Burgess’  writ¬ 
ing  credits  include  the  made-for-TV 
films  “Moses  the  Lawgiver”  and 
“Jesus  of  Nazareth.”) 

John  Mortimer:  “I  would  hate 
anything  to  happen  to  Christian¬ 
ity — particularly  now  in  this  world. 

. .  .1  think  the  Church  throughout 
the  world  has  been  a  benefit  and  a 
power  for  good  in  South  America 
and  in  Africa  and  so  on,  for  cour¬ 
age.”  (Mr,  Mortimer  is  the  author 
of  the  series,  “Rumpole  of  the  Bai¬ 
ley”). 

Sara  Maitland:  "I  believe  in  a 
God  who  will  take  risks.  I  believe  in 
a  God  who  is  wild,  not  tamed.” 
(Ms.  Maitland  is  the  author  of 
“Daughter  of  Jerusalem.”) 

These  and  the  other  insights  in 
“Writers  Revealed”  amply  debunk 
the  common  myth  that  religious 
faith  and  penetrating  intellect  are 
mutually  exclusive. 


Scrolls  at  heart  of  controversy 

PRINCETON,  N.|.— This  "Thanksgiving  Scroll"  containing  about  40 
Psalms-like  hymns  is  one  of  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls.  Editors  of  about 
590  unpublished  texts  from  the  scrolls  have  denounced  accusations 
that  religious  authorities  are  trying  to  suppress  release  of  texts  that 
would  undermine  traditional  faith.  Eugene  Ulrich  of  the  University 
of  Notre  Dame  said  recently  that  there  is  "absolutely  no  founda¬ 
tion"  to  rumors  that  the  remaining  scrolls  could  dramatically 
change  the  understanding  of  Judaism  or  Christianity. 

'Grinch'  malls  prohibit 
Salvation  Army  kettles 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

In  shopping  malls  around  the 
country,  Christmas  carols,  trees  and 
decorations  all  symbolize  the  holi¬ 
day  season  that  brings  most  retail¬ 
ers  their  greatest  volume  of  business 
of  the  year. 

But  one  additional  feature  of  the 
season  that  has  traditionally  been 
part  of  in-town  shopping  areas — the 
Salvation  Army  bell  ringer — has 
been  kept  from  joining  the  migra¬ 
tion  of  consumers  to  some  shopping 
malls. 

Some  mall  owners  say  the  situa¬ 
tion  does  not  reflect  disapproval  of 
the  well-known  religious  group  so 
much  as  a  concern  that  if  organiza¬ 
tions  like  the  Army  were  allowed  to 
raise  funds  on  mall  premises,  the 
door  would  have  to  be  open  to  more 
controversial  groups. 

There  are  opinion  leaders  who  ap¬ 
parently  don’t  buy  that  argument. 

A  “Washington  Posf’columnist  re¬ 
cently  criticized  the  malls  that  won’t 
allow  the  Salvation  Army  on  their 
premises,  sniffing  that  “the  Grinch 
that  stole  Christmas  is  alive  and 
well.” 

First  lady  Barbara  Bush  then 
showed  her  support  for  the  Army  and 
for  those  malls  that  permit  it  to  raise 
funds  on  their  premises  by  dropping  a 
$10  bill  into  a  red  kettle  Dec.  5  at  the 
Mazza  Gallerie  mall  in  Washington. 

Collections  hampered 

Lt.  Col.  Leon  Ferraez,  director  of 
communications  for  the  Army’s  na¬ 
tional  headquarters  in  Verona,  N.J., 
said  that  although  the  religious  or¬ 
ganization  is  allowed  to  raise  funds 
at  about  80  percent  of  the  nation’s 


shopping  malls,  the  restrictive  poli¬ 
cy  of  others  “does  hamper  the  col¬ 
lection  of  funds.” 

At  the  same  time,  Col.  Ferraez  re¬ 
ported  that  although  the  Christmas 
kettles  are  one  of  the  Army’s  best 
known  activities,  the  funds  they 
raise  represent  less  than  5  percent 
of  the  organization’s  total  income. 

The  DeBartolo  Co.,  which  oper¬ 
ates  68  shopping  centers  and  is  the 
largest  mall  owner  in  the  country, 
permits  Salvation  Army  bell-ringers 
on  its  premises. 

“It’s  not  a  hard  decision  to 
make,”  said  James  Calpin,  assistant 
operations  manager  at  DeBartolo 
headquarters  in  Youngstown,  Ohio. 
“The  DeBartolo  Corporation  wants 
to  be  active  in  the  community.” 

Mr.  Calpin  said  DeBartolo  has 
not  had  any  problems  in  allowing 
the  Army  to  solicit  funds  while  re¬ 
stricting  other  organizations. 

In  contrast,  the  Homart  Develop¬ 
ment  Co.,  which  owns  22  shopping 
centers,  won’t  permit  Salvation 
Army  fund-raisers  on  its  property 
because  it  doesn't  want  to  open  the 
door  to  other  groups. 

No  specific  policy 

“There  is  no  specific  policy  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  Salvation  Army,”  said 
Rick  Azotea,  vice  president  of  asset 
management  for  the  Chicago-based 
corporation.  “We  believe  that  the  Sal¬ 
vation  Army  is  an  outstanding  organi¬ 
zation  that  does  many  good  deeds.” 

Col.  Ferraez  says  the  Salvation 
Army  is  “very  optimistic  on  the  mall 
situation”  and  envisions  a  “turn¬ 
around”  of  policies  by  corporations 
that  presently  keep  the  Army  out. 

“We  want  to  serve  people,"  he 
said. 


History  of  Hymns, 


American  Christmas  carol  emphasizes 
social  action  themes  of  holiday  peace 


It  came  upon  the  midnight  clear, 

That  glorious  song  of  old, 

From  angels  bending  near  the  earth, 

To  touch  their  harps  of  gold: 

"Peace  on  the  earth,  good  will  to 
men. 

From  heaven's  all-gracious  King." 
The  world  in  solemn  stillness  lay. 

To  hear  the  angels  sing. 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

Hymns  stressing  the  social  mes¬ 
sage  of  Christmas — “peace  on 
earth,  good  will  toward  men” — are 
distinctly  American. 

Christmas  carols  from  England 
and  Europe  do  not  reflect  this  social 
consciousness. 

Edmund  H.  Sears,  minister  of  the 
Unitarian  Church  at  Wayland, 
Mass.,  wrote  the  hymn  in  1849. 
Storm  clouds  were  gathering  that 
would  erupt  a  dozen  years  later  and 
embroil  the  nation  in  Civil  War. 


The  first  stanza  tells  of  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  heavenly  host  and  the 
song  they  sang.  But  there  is  no  men¬ 
tion  of  the  shepherds  who  heard  the 
song  as  recorded  in  Luke  2. 

The  second  stanza  suggests  that 
the  message  of  peace  comes  again 
and  again  at  Christmastime.  There 
is  the  assurance  that  though  this 
seems  to  be  a  “weary  world”  with 
its  “sad  and  lowly  plains”  and  “Ba¬ 
bel  sounds,”  yet  the  angels  sing  of 
peace  on  earth  with  “peaceful  wings 
unfurled.” 

The  third  stanza  refers  to  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  slavery  in  the  nation  at  that 
time: 

Whose  forms  are  bending  low. 

Who  toil  along  the  climbing  way 

With  painful  steps  and  slow. 

How  strange  it  is  that  this  well- 
known  Christmas  carol  contains  no 
mention  of  Christ,  the  newborn 
King,  or  any  other  elements  of  the 


scriptural  account  of  Christ’s  birth 
from  Matthew  and  Luke  except  the 
song  of  the  heavenly  host,  “Peace 
on  earth,  good  will  to  men.” 

The  music  we  use  in  singing  this 
carol  was  composed  in  1850  by 
Richard  S.  Willis,  noted  American 
journalist  and  musician. 

A  student  and  close  friend  of  Fe¬ 
lix  Mendelssohn  in  Leipzig,  Germa¬ 
ny,  Willis  later  became  a  vestryman 
in  the  Church  of  the  Transfigura¬ 
tion  (The  Little  Church  Around  the 
Corner)  in  New  York  City. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"We  Three  Kings  of  Orient  Are" 

ROSES 

Crimson  jewels,  rubies,  pinks, 
Creamy  ambers,  topaz,  pearls, 
Garnets  glowing  in  the  sun — 
Fragrant  gifts  from  God’s  own 
hand. 

—ELEANOR  P.  ANDERSON 


Marriage  view 
blamed  for 
spouse  abuse 

Religious  News  Service 

Roman  Catholic  leaders  in 
Quebec  say  the  church  must  take 
some  of  the  blame  for  contribut¬ 
ing  to  wife-battering  because  of 
its  insistence  that  marriages  be 
kept  intact  at  all  costs. 

In  a  document  titled  “Heritage 
of  Violence,”  the  church  was 
charged  with  “sacrificing  people 
to  maintain  the  marriage  bond,” 
as  well  as  urging  women  to  em¬ 
brace  "unlimited  and  often  un¬ 
conditional  forgiveness  and 
perpetual  reconciliation  in  the 
name  of  a  mystical  state  that  is 
very  difficult  to  attain. 

The  document  is  being  sent  to 
all  priests  and  general  church 
staff  in  Quebec  as  a  guide  on  how 
to  deal  with  victims  of  family  vi¬ 
olence. 
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Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc. 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802-5720 

(504)  346-1646 
Angus  Carruth,  Director 


Perspective:  past,  present,  future 

nting  the  P^ct  _ _ _ / .  . 


Accepting  the  Past 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
program  was  instituted  in  1953  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  Rev.  James  B. 
Grambling.  He  recognized  the  need 
and  was  joined  by  concerned  lay¬ 
persons  who  felt  that  this  was  a  long 
neglected  area  in  our  total  church 
program. 

The  rationale  for  this  project  was 
stated  in  this  fashion.  “It  has  been 
the  custom  of  the  Methodist 
Church  from  its  earliest  days  to  pro¬ 
vide  parsonage  homes  for  its 
preachers  while  they  are  in  the  ac¬ 
tive  ministry  in  local,  district  or 
connectional  jobs.  In  most  cases 
these  parsonages  have  been  partly 
or  entirely  furnished  by  the  church." 
“But  when  the  minister  reaches 


retirement  age  (compulsory  retire¬ 
ment  was  age  72  at  that  time)  and  is 
released  from  his  responsibilities, 
he  has  no  home  and  in  many  cases 
very  little  cash.  He  must  rent,  buy, 
build,  or  live  with  a  relative.”  Buy¬ 
ing  or  building  a  home  (at  that 
time)  was  for  most  an  impossible 
task  considering  the  comparatively 
low  salary  levels  and  limited  retire¬ 
ment  benefits. 

It  was  the  feeling  of  these  pio¬ 
neers  in  this  type  of  ministry  that 
the  Methodist  Church  should  pro¬ 
vide  parsonage  homes  for  ministers 
throughout  their  retirement  years. 

Recognizing  the  impossibility  of 
doing  this  for  all  ministers,  or  even 
all  who  desired  a  retirement  home, 
the  emphasis  was  placed  on  build- 


Westlake  Home  Dedicated 

On  Sunday,  September  17  the  home  at  1034  Ann  Street  in  Westlake  was 
dedicated.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  led  this  special  service.  Also  partici¬ 
pating  were  Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith,  Lake  Charles  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  and  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell,  pastor  of  Westlake  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Rev.  James  C.  Skinner,  who  officially  retired  in  1988  and  his  wife  Bar¬ 
bara  reside  in  this  home.  J.  C.  now  serves  as  pastor  of  the  Florien  Prospect- 
Hornbeck  Charge. 


Memorials  and 
Honorariums 

When  you  make  a  contribution  to  this  ministry  it  is  a  very  appro¬ 
priate  way  to  express  your  feelings  to  loved  ones  and  friends.  You 
make  your  gift  “in  memory  of’  “or  in  honor  of  the  person  or  persons 
you  wish  to  recognize. 

The  following  such  contributions  have  been  received  in  our  ofTice  be¬ 
tween  June  15  and  November  15.  They  have  been  individually  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  well  as  having  been  recorded  in  a  leather  bound  register. 

It  is  probable  that  some  gifts  of  this  nature  have  been  made 
through  the  local  church.  When  we  receive  this  information  acknowl¬ 
edgment  will  be  made  and  the  names  of  donors  and  those  memorial¬ 
ized  or  honored  will  be  placed  in  the  record. 


IN  HONOR  OF: 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Harper 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Elmer  Malone 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Tex  Squyres 
Mike  John,  Jr. 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  R.  L.  Potter 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Ed  Pickens 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  W.  Odell  Simmons 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot 
Judge  &  Mrs.  George  Foote 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  George  Tate 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  White 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson  Jr. 
Mr.  L.  T.  Greenard 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  C.  Ed  Henkel 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  C.  W.  Quaid 

Claude  Pleasant 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  W.  M.  Wilder 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Powell 

Ron  and  Brenda  Easterling 

Rev.  Fred  Shirley 

E.  Benjamin  Fant 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Philip  Woodland 

William  and  Fane  Peeples 

Rev.  James  Ailor 

Rev.  Fred  Flurry 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Gilbert  Wade 

Mrs.  Blanche  P.  Hensley 

IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Robert  Edgar  Ailor 
Ned  D.  Wright 
R.  E.  Rogers 
Mr.  Aaron  F.  Parker 
Mrs.  Netterville 
Rev.  John  B.  Shearer 
Rev.  Willie  Poole 

Dr.  W.  E.  Trice 
Gladys  Crawford 
Lewis  E.  Milem 
Christopher  Phillips 

Vernon  Hill 

Rev.  Bill  Fraser 

Robert  E.  Rayburn 

“Dudley”  Horton 

Mrs.  Bobbie  M.  Kostelka 

Dr.  Felton  Green 

Mr.  Jimmy  Carpenter 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Samuel  Riggs 

Mrs.  Gertrude  B.  Johnson 

Ford  E.  Stinson 

Rev.  B.  Paul  Durbin 

Rev.  B.  P.  (Daddy  Paul)  Durbin 

Rev.  David  Strozier 


FROM: 

Milton  Vallery 

Lewis  Love 
Milton  Vallery 


Mrs.  Pauline  S.  Coxe 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  W.  Williams  & 
Family 

Henry  and  Edna  Ellfors 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  P.  Quaid 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Adams 
Jean  and  Dan  Ayers 
Lydia  Gleichman 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  B.  Williams 
Arval  W.  Bridges  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Antoine  Martin 

Hilda  C.  M.  Arndt 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Shurlds  III 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Arceneaux 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  H.  Shirley 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Tennant 

Mrs.  Katherine  C.  Moore 

FROM: 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  James  W.  Ailor 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Patrick  H.  Wright 
Mrs.  D.  D.  Cobb 
Mrs.  Aaron  F.  Parker 

A.  K.  Netterville 
Cathy  B.  DeLee 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  K.  Morrow 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  R.  Donovan 
Mrs.  Guy  Riche 
Richard  L.  Crawford 
Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Milem 
Faye  Bennett 

Kiersten  and  Ronald  Whelpy 
Majorie  Hill 

B.  J.  Rone 
Rebecca  R.  Drost 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  A.  Zachary 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C.  Kostelka 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lewis  Love 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edmond  J.  Salathe 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Johnson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roy  D.  Bass 
Mrs.  Paul  Durbin 
Rev.  Paul  G.  Durbin 
Alexandria  District  Parsonettes 


ing  homes  for  those  who  needed 
them  most. 

Fortunately,  across  the  years, 
some  ministers  have  been  able  to 
set  aside  enough  through  the  years 
to  provide  a  home  for  themselves. 
These  have  been  the  first  to  give 
their  support  to  this  program  and  to 
help  build  homes  for  those  who 
have  been  compelled  to  spend  all 
their  income  for  necessary  ex¬ 
penses. 

Acknowledging  the  Present 

Through  the  continuous  efforts  of 
conscientious  laypersons  and  minis¬ 
ters  across  the  years,  many  persons 
have  benefited.  Because  of  the  con¬ 
cern  and  generosity  of  our  people 
we  now  have  39  homes  and  a  six- 


unit  apartment  complex,  with  prop¬ 
erty  valued  at  over  two  and  one-half 
million  dollars.  Many  of  our  minis¬ 
ters  and  their  families  have  been 
and  continue  to  be  richly  blessed. 
Surviving  spouses  of  ministers  have 
been  especially  helped  through  this 
program. 

These  homes  are  all  maintained 
by  a  fee  paid  by  the  residents.  This 
is  used  to  pay  for  insurance  and  all 
necessary  major  repairs.  Because  of 
escalating  insurance  rates,  as  well  as 
some  of  the  older  homes  requiring 
more  care,  the  costs  have  been  ex¬ 
ceeding  receipts  from  this  source. 

There  are  a  few  of  the  older  homes 
and  some  in  less  desirable  locations 
that  should  gradually  be  replaced  by 
new  homes  in  areas  which  provide 


goods  and  services  especially  essen¬ 
tial  to  persons  of  retirement  age. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Mike 
John  Jr.,  treasurer  of  the  Board  for 
over  thirty  years,  Mr.  Lewis  Love, 
chairman,  Mr.  Earle  Cefalu  Jr.,  sec¬ 
retary,  Rev.  Grambling,  Rev.  Adams, 
Rev.  Crofoot  and  a  host  of  ministers 
and  laypersons,  we  now  have  a  pro¬ 
gram  which  may  well  serve  as  a  mod¬ 
el  for  other  conferences. 

Anticipating  the  Future 

Hopefully,  the  need  for  addition¬ 
al  homes  in  the  future  will  dimin¬ 
ish.  Better  salaries  for  ministers  as 
well  as  a  greatly  improved  retire¬ 
ment  system  may  make  this  possi¬ 
ble.  However,  circumstances  or 
choice  will  continue  to  make  this  an 


essential  program.  We  need  at  least 
two  new  homes  in  1990.  Requests 
for  homes  are  on  file  to  the  year 
2000. 

There  is  now  the  opportunity  for 
ministers  who  have  access  to  limit¬ 
ed  funds  to  pay  half  the  cost  of  a 
home  with  the  Board  paying  the  re¬ 
maining  cost.  This  provides  the 
minister  with  a  tax  benefit  as  well 
as  housing  for  as  long  as  needed. 

Although  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Program  is  no  longer  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  Good  Samaritan  funds,  it 
is  a  Conference  Advance  Mission¬ 
ary  Special.  With  the  concerned 
support  of  clergy  and  laity  this  min¬ 
istry  can  continue  to  provide  a  via¬ 
ble  housing  option  for  our  retired 
ministers. 


For  Clergy  Only: 

The  director  is  available  to  preach  when  you  are  away  on  Sunday  for  rest 
and  recuperation,  a  meeting,  vacation  or  if  you  suddenly  realize  you  don’t 
have  anything  adequately  prepared.  (However,  we  seldom  let  the  latter 
stop  us,  don’t  we?)  He  has  (2)  sermons,  either  of  which  will  guarantee  your 
congregation  enthusiastically  welcoming  you  back  to  the  pulpit  the  follow¬ 
ing  week. 

Also,  the  director  would  welcome  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  any 
group  in  the  church  you  serve  to  speak  formally  or  informally  about  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  program.  (Dinner  meetings  are  preferred.) 


RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES 
United  Methodist  Church 

Louisiana  Conference 


Deluge  or 
Forgetfulness? 


Since  Annual  Conference  a  large 
number  of  churches,  as  well  as  indi¬ 
viduals,  have  given  financial  under¬ 
girding  to  the  ministry  of  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  for  which  we  are 
most  grateful.  However,  by  far  the 
great  majority  of  churches  have  not 
supported  this  program  by  receiv¬ 
ing  a  special  offering. 

Undoubtedly  there  are  reasons 
why  this  is  the  case.  One  may  well 
be  the  difficulty  of  finding  an  avail¬ 
able  Sunday  for  this  purpose.  The 
deluge  of  requests  for  special  obser¬ 
vances  and  the  multiplicity  of  ap¬ 
peals  for  funds  is  well  nigh 
overwhelming.  This  possible  reason 
for  nonparticipation  in  this  particu¬ 
lar  program  is  understandable. 
Naturally,  we  would  like  for  you  to 
squeeze  us  in  ...  if  not  in  a  worship 
service  then  at  Methodist  Men, 
Methodist  Women,  Sunday  School, 
DMA  meeting  or  aerobics  class. 

Or  perhaps  this  cause  was  simply 
forgotten  in  the  hectic  schedule  of 
fall  activities.  The  September-Octo- 


ber  issue  of  Preaching  contains  the 
account  by  Altus  Newell  of  a  man 
who  was  very  forgetful. 

One  day  this  man’s  family  was 
moving  to  a  new  house  during  the 
day  while  he  was  at  work.  At  the 
end  of  the  day,  as  he  was  ready  to 
go  home,  he  couldn’t  remember  the 
location  of  his  new  house.  So  he 
went  to  the  old  house,  thinking  that 
perhaps  from  there  he  could  re¬ 
member  how  to  get  to  the  new 
home. 

As  he  arrived  at  the  old  house,  he 
saw  a  little  girl  dipping  rope  out 
front,  and  he  said,  “Little  girl,  do 
you  remember  the  family  that  lived 
in  this  house?  Do  you  know  where 
they’ve  moved?” 

The  little  girl  took  him  by  the 
hand  and  said,  “Come  on,  Daddy, 
Momma  said  you’d  forget." 

If  the  observance  of  Retired  Min¬ 
isters  Homes  Sunday  in  September 
was  simply  crowded  out  or  forgot¬ 
ten,  then  this  is  a  reminder  it  can 
still  be  done  anytime  you  can  find 
an  opening  in  your  schedule. 
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Editorial; 


A  source  of  light  that  lasts 


News  flash! 

A  group  of  sci 
ered  an  unex 
"light”  near  “thi 
verse,”  according! 

York  Times”  article.  .« 

The  age  of  the  flight  source' is’ IT)  ated 


ths  later. 

|trast,  the  "unscientific” 
if  Scripture  has  a  reassur- 
f  permanence  and  signifi¬ 
cance  thkt  scientific  data  cannot 
ch.  “In  the  beginning  God  cre¬ 
ated  the  Iteavens  and  the  earth”  has 


billion  to  20  billion  years  and  sug-  stood  the 'test  of  time  as  a  truth  far 
gests  that  the  universe  is  much  old et  •  -pjoti*  important  to  human  destiny 


than  scientists  previousT/thought. 

An  astrophysicist' at  the  Princeton, 
N.J. -based  Institute  for  Advanced 
Study  described  the  finding  as  “strik¬ 
ing,  unexpected  and  very  significant.” 

Forgive  us  if  we  can’t  muster 
much  enthusiasm  about  this  latest 
“very  significant”  finding. 

We  in  no  way  seek  to  diminish  sci¬ 
entific  efforts  to  push  back  the  fron¬ 
tier  of  knowledge  about  the  universe. 
As  that  frontier  has  expanded,  even 
religious  unbelievers  among  scientists 
have  admitted  amazement  and  won¬ 
der  bordering  on  religious  awe  at  the 
complexity  of  it  all. 

But  how  many  times  have  we 
learned  about  similar  scientific 
findings  and  speculations?  They 
soon  become  stamped  as  “the 
.  truth” — for  example,  the  age  of  the 
universe.  Then  later  they  are  dis¬ 
placed  by  another  “significant” 
finding  and  a  new  scientific  “truth” 


than  any  sfientific  theory. 

Our  understanding  of  life’s  pur¬ 
pose  and  meaning  is  far  better  ex¬ 
pressed  by  words  like  “a  thousand 
ages  in  God’s  sight  are  like  an  eve¬ 
ning  gone”  than  in  the  calculations 
of  light  years. 

A  new  source  of  light  at  “the  edge 
of  the  universe”  is  interesting  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  vastness  and  greatness 
of  God’s  creation.  Someday  such 
discoveries  may  even  prove  useful. 

In  the  meantime,  it’s  good  to 
know  and  to  be  able  to  trust  a  much 
older  discovery  of  “light"  in  God’s 
self-revelation.  “The  Word  became 
flesh  and  dwelt  among  us”  is  a  truth 
worthy  of  our  deepest  confidence. 

There  is  no  greater  claim  on  any 
person’s  life  than  to  follow  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  teachings. 

That  “light  shines  in  the  dark¬ 
ness,  and  the  darkness  has  not  over¬ 
come  it”  (John  1:5). 


‘■vpm 


Faith  Fine - 

El  Salvador 
editorial  stirs 
lively  debate 

Callers  from  across  the  nation  re¬ 
sponded  to  our  Dec.  8  FaithLine 
question:  “Do  you  agree  with  this 
week’s  editorial  that  it  is  time  for 


U.S.  Christians  to  acknowle 
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Letters  to  the  Editor = 


Open  letter  to  Sen.  Gramm:  Naive  or  superb? 


Your  Dec.  1  open  letter  to  U.S. 
Sen.  Phil  Gramm  is  highly  disturb¬ 
ing.  It  indicates  a  state  of  mind  that 
may  well  imperil  world  peace. 

Any  negotiator  knows  that  a  just 
resolution  of  a  controversy  can 
come  only  from  a  position  of 
strength.  The  build-up  of  American 
strength  during  the  Reagan  years  is 
certainly  a  major  factor  in  changes 
taking  place  now.  Those  changes 
will  lead  to  a  more  peaceful  world 

Pontius'  Puddle 


and  more  freedom  for  all  peoples. 

You  imply  that  might  does  not 
make  right.  Maybe  not,  but  it 
brought  an  end  to  World  War  II 
and  the  Holocaust.  Might,  in  the 
form  of  U.S.  strength,  can  prevent 
another  world  war  and  another  ho¬ 
locaust  if  wisely  used  under  the 
peaceful  guidance  of  the  Almighty. 

Those  in  this  country  who  advo¬ 
cated  disarmament  between  World 
War  I  and  World  War  II  thought 


they  were  the  peacemakers,  but  in 
fact  they  were  aiding  the  warmakers. 
How  quickly  we  forget. 

Paul  R.  Leitner 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

I'm  concerned  about  stand 

I’m  concerned  by  your  response 
to  U.S.  Sen.  Phil  Gramm’s  lion  and 
lamb  remark  (see  UMR,  Dec.  1). 
Your  premise  that  it  is  a  non- 


I  TOLD  OOR  CHILDREN'S  CLASS  THE. 
.CHRISTMAS  STORY —  HOW  THE  WISE  MEM 
WERE  LED  BY  A  STAR,  AND  HOW  THE 
SHEPHERDS  SAW  THE  SKY.  FILL  WITH 
LI&HT  AND  HEARD  THE 


THEY  WANTED 
TO  KNOW  WHO 
CREATED  THE 
SPECIAL  EFFECTS. 


peaceful  assumption  to  believe  that 
U.S.  military  superiority  is  essential 
for  world  peace  is  debatable. 

U.S.  military  superiority  may  not 
be  essential  for  world  peace,  but 
many  of  our  country’s  statesmen, 
including  Theodore  Roosevelt,  af¬ 
firm  that  U.S,  military  strength  like 
that  of  a  “lion”  is  necessary  for  the 
United  States’  peace. 

We  are  ill-served  by  banishing 
phrases  such  as  “the  land  of  the 
free,”  “free  world,”  “iron  curtain,” 
etc.,  to  the  arena  of  absolute  rhetoric. 

I,  too,  expect  our  public  leaders 
to  be  people  of  vision.  I  also  expect 
them  to  be  students  of  history,  so  as 
to  be  ever  alert  to  the  distant  drums 
of  an  Adolf  Hitler  or  a  Joseph  Sta¬ 
lin.  A  former  U.S.  president  per¬ 
haps  said  it  best,  “speak  softly,  but 
carry  a  big  stick.” 

Our  trust  and  hope  properly  rest 
not  only  on  allegorical  scriptural  pas¬ 
sages  but  in  Jesus’  blood,  righteous¬ 
ness,  experience,  tradition  and  reason. 

Our  country’s  hope  also  rests,  in 
the  words  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
with  “firmness  in  the  right,  as  God 


Faithfully  vonrs — 

Christmas  message  can  get  lost  in  the  cards 

During  the  harried  Advent  sea-  few  cards  bore  any  resemblance  to  Yet  this  greeting  depicted  them  as  strange  mixture  of  relief  and  sorrow, 
son.  one  frustration  occurs  for  the  Christian  festival.  three  white  guvs!  How  could  that  joy  and  wot 


During  the  harried  Advent  sea¬ 
son,  one  frustration  occurs  for 
which  I  must  take 
responsibility:  I 
am  picky  about 
Christmas  cards. 

This  year  the 
growing  secular¬ 
ization  of  Christ¬ 
mas — and  Christ¬ 
mas  cards — 

seemed  especially _ _  _ 

taxing.  Cynthia  Astle 

The  boxes  stacked  high  on  the 
store  shelves  had  plenty  of  jolly 
Santas,  ribbon-bedecked  puppies 
and  glittering  Christmas  trees.  But 


few  cards  bore  any  resemblance  to 
the  Christian  festival. 

The  few  that  did  weren’t  up  to  my 
standards.  For  example,  on  a  bot¬ 
tom  shelf  I  finally  spied  what  looked 
like  the  Wise  Men  on  the  card  front. 
I  turned  the  box  over  to  read  the 
sentiment:  “May  your  gifts  this  year 
be  peace,  hope  and  abiding  love.” 

Not  bad,  I  thought.  Then  I  turned 
the  box  back  to  get  a  good  look  at 
the  art.  Yes,  it  was  the  three  kings, 
all  right — three  white  kings! 

The  realization  made  me  grit  my 
teeth  in  exasperation.  Christian  tra¬ 
dition  holds  that  the  biblical  “wise 
men”  came  from  non-white  regions. 


Yet  this  greeting  depicted  them  as 
three  white  guys! 

Not  my  Christmas  cards. 

Fueled  by  my  anger,  I  began 
searching  through  the  boxes  of 
cards  with  a  vengeance.  Some¬ 
where,  somehow,  I  was  going  to 
find  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas 
in  that  tinseled  jumble. 

At  last  I  found  what  I  wanted  on 
the  sale  table. 

The  cards  were  plain:  a  simple  se¬ 
pia-toned  portrait  of  Mary  cuddling 
Jesus.  Inside,  the  words:  “May  you 
know  the  joy  and  wonder  of  the 
first  Christmas.” 

My  anger  melted,  replaced  by  a 


What  others  are  saying= 


“Ebenezer  Scrooge  didn’t  get 
many  things  right  before  he  repent¬ 
ed,  but  beneath  all  that  greed  and 
meanness  he  got  this  much  right: 
Christmas  without  a  transcendent 
God  is  humbug.” 

— The  Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  editor, 
“The  Christian  Century” 

*  *  * 

“In  all  my  operas  I’ve  tried  to 


delve  into  the  creative  power  of 
faith.  I  believe  that  if  you  believe  in 
something  strongly  enough,  you  can 
make  it  happen  and  that,  in  any 
case,  faith  is  more  productive  than 
unbelief.  If  you  believe  in  nothing, 
you  will  produce  nothing.” 

— Gian  Carlo  Menotti,  composer, 
“Amahl  and  the  Night  Visitors” 


“The  longest  distance  to  any 
church  is  from  the  front  door  of  the 
house  to  the  front  door  of  the  car. 
Once  they’re  in  the  car  and  on  the 
road,  they’ve  made  the  commit¬ 
ment.” 

— The  Rev.  Paul  L.  Hartsfield,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  Fla. 


The  United  Methodist 
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strange  mixture  of  relief  and  sorrow. 

How  could  that  joy  and  won¬ 
der — and  all  its  promise  of  salva¬ 
tion — become  buried  in  an  ava¬ 
lanche  of  hollow  Christmas-card 
sentiment?  What  responsibility  do  I 
bear  for  not  diverting  that  ava¬ 
lanche  by  “telling  on  the  mountain” 
the  good  news  that  a  Savior  is  bom? 

Thus  I  send  out  cards  this  Advent 
season  in  repentance  and  hope.  I  re¬ 
pent  for  my  failure  to  share  the 
Christmas  story.  I  hope  that  the 
wonder  of  Christ’s  birth  once  more 
will  pierce  the  hearts  of  men  and 
women  with  joy. 

“O  come,  O  come,  Emmanuel, 
and  ransom  captive  Israel.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Ms.  Astle  is  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Whoever  gives  to  one  of  these 
little  ones  even  a  cup  of  cold  water 
because  he  is  a  disciple,  truly,  I  say 
to  you,  he  shall  not  lose  his  re¬ 
ward."  (RSV) 


gives  us  to  see  the  right.” 

Art  Greenhaw 
Mesquite,  Texas 

I'm  pleased  by  comments 

I  am  very  pleased  by  the  com¬ 
ments  you  made  regarding  U.S. 
Sen.  Phil  Gramm’s  remarks  about 
preferring  to  be  a  lion  if  and  when 
lambs  and  lions  lie  down  together 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  1). 

I  believe,  to  use  a  non-biblical 
proverb,  you  have  “hit  the  nail  on 
the  head.” 

It  seems  to  me  that  many  of  us 
will  have  to  adjust  our  thinking,  as 
well  as  our  vocabularies,  in  light  of 
heartening  events  among  nations  of 
eastern  Europe. 

W.J.  Imhoff 
Emporia,  Kansas 

Your  naivete  is  showing 

My  first  reaction  on  reading  your 
Dec.  1  open  letter  to  U.S.  Sen.  Phil 
Gramm  was  to  write  and  tell  you  to 
take  my  name  off  your  mailing  list. 

However,  five  years  as  editor  of  a 
monthly  industry  newsletter  taught 
me  never  to  write  in  the  heat  of  the 
moment  but  to  wait  at  least  24  hours 
and  then  review  the  matter  again. 

Having  done  that,  I  will  simply  say 
your  letter  was  poorly  worded  and 
should  never  have  been  sent. 

You  could  have  made  a  very  posi¬ 
tive  statement  had  you  limited  your 
correspondence  to  the  fourth  para¬ 
graph  on  page  one  and  the  closing 
three  paragraphs  on  page  two.  The 
balance  of  the  letter  simply  displays 
an  amazing  naivete. 

William  H.  Suter 
South  Pasadena,  California 

Letter  is  superb 

A  truly  superb  open  letter  to  U.S. 
Sen.  Phil  Gramm  (see  UMR,  Dec.  1). 

John  Robert  McFarland 
Areola,  Illinois 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


hg? 
responses: 

Carl  Fick,  Houston,  Texas:  I 
don’t  agree  with  your  editorial  call¬ 
ing  for  the  United  States  to  quit 
backing  the  democratically  elected 
government  in  El  Salvador.  The 
people  that  have  lost  the  election 
have  gone  to  the  gun  in  trying  to  get 
their,  form  of  government  and 
themselves  in  powqr.  It’s  time  for  us 
to  start  recognizing  that  and  quit 
acting  like  people  who  are  elected  to 
govern  are  wrong.  Your  editorial  is 
prejudiced.  It’s  biased.  It’s  inflam¬ 
matory.  It’s  untruthful. 

Chuck  Worley,  Cedaredge,  Colo.: 
In  general,  I  agree  with  your  editori¬ 
al  on  El  Salvador  except  where  you 
say  it  is  failing.  Actually,  it  was  a 
failure  from  the  beginning.  And 
where  you  say  we  should  urge  our 
congressional  representatives  to 
curtail  severely  our  nation’s  aid,  I 
say  it  should  be  cut  off  completely. 
The  U.S,  government’s  policy  to¬ 
ward  South  and  Central  American 
countries  has  always  been  the  same. 
It  professes  to  be  on  the  side  of  de¬ 
mocracy  and  freedom,  but  in  all  ac¬ 
tuality  it  is  on  the  side  of  the 
almighty  dollar — which  means  it  is 
always  in  cahoots  with  and  support¬ 
ive  of  the  wealthy  and  opposed  to 
the  poor.  Don’t  anybody  believe  we 
are  fooling  God  in  this  matter. 

John  J.  Cupp,  Kansas  City,  Mo.:  I 
don’t  believe  I’ve  ever  read  a  more 
one-sided  article  than  your  Dec.  8 
editorial.  In  45  seconds  I  cannot  be¬ 
gin  to  tell  you  how  much  a  disagree. 
Not  one  statement  you  made  has 
been  proved  to  be  true.  El  Salvador 
is  a  democracy — not  a  perfect 
one — but  it  is  a  democracy.  With¬ 
out  our  support  it  would  fall  to  the 
communist  hands.  Is  that  what  you 
want?  If  so,  why?  Communism  is  an 
abject  failure,  and  it’s  crumbling  in 
Eastern  Europe — maybe  even  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  Why  do  you  want  it 
so  desperately  in  Central  America? 

Virginia  Wisdom  Belford,  Naper¬ 
ville,  Ill.:  Yes,  I  certainly  agree  that 
our  policy  in  El  Salvador  is  definite¬ 
ly  failing.  And  I  would  go  even 
stronger  than  your  recommenda¬ 
tions.  Rather  than  just  curtailing 
aid  to  El  Salvador  severely,  I  would 
say  Jcurtail  it  completely.  I  don’t 
think  that  this  type  of  murder  can 
be  in  any  way  morally  supported. 

June  Schnurf,  Santa  Monica, 
Calif.:  I  don’t  agree  with  what  you 
say.  You  wanted  us  not  to  support 
the  contras  in  Nicaragua  when  that 
was  a  regime  that  took  power  by 
force.  In  El  Salvador  we  have  a  duly 
elected  regime.  We  may  not  like 
them,  but  we  have  no  right  to  try  to 
undercut  a  duly  elected  government. 

Willis  Ludlow,  Laramie,  Wyo.:  I 
think  the  editorial  isn’t  strong 
enough.  It  says  our  policy  might  be 
failing.  I  think  it’s  the  wrong  policy, 
and  it  shouldn’t  succeed  anyway. 

Ralph  Grant,  Shreveport,  La.:  I 
disagree  completely.  Our  govern¬ 
ment  is  doing  exactly  the  right 
thing,  and  they  ought  to  stay  in 
there  until  we  get  the  communists 
out  of  there. 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Isaiah  40:31) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  24 

Monday:  Psalms  24:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  24:7-10 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  7: 1 0- 1 6 
Thursday:  Matthew  1:1-17 
Friday:  Matthew  1:18-25 
Saturday:  Romans  1:1-7 
Sunday:  Romans  1:8-13 


DOES  YOUR  CHURCH  WANT  TO: 
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•  proyidej^pnsistent  contact  with  members — so  iijBBrtant  to  their  par- 
ticip^tftbnand  attendance. 

•  allows  vivid  presentation  of  your  church's  life — from  pastoral  care  con 
cerns  to  new  visitors  and  new  member  ^Puradafthancial  updates 

•  provides  mdepth  and  insightful  inform dialogue  about  what  is 
going  on  in  the  church—  regional  qatidPHy  and  world  wide. 

Well  informed  Christians  ba  more  committed  church 

members 
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Human  Relations  Day 


Ministering  to  Communities  in 


Offering  promotes  social  change 

To  preach  good  news  to  the  poor 


Ruben  Gonzales  Jr.,  community  developer  for  El  Divino  Redentor  United 
Methodist  Church,  McAllen,  Texas,  discusses  the  deplorable  conditions  in 
a  nearby  colonia  with  community  workers,  Carmen  Anaya  (center)  and 
Sister  Kathleen  Grace.  Colonias  are  clusters  of  dilapidated  houses  scat¬ 
tered  through  the  Rio  Grande  Valley.  These  dwellings,  which  usually  lack 
running  water,  electricity  and  sewage  disposal,  are  inhabited  mostly  by 
Hispanic  migrant  families. 

Representing  El  Divino  Redentor  in  an  interfaith  coalition  of  area  resi¬ 
dents  and  churches,  Mr.  Gonzales  works  with  local  and  state  politicians  to 
help  bring  about  improvements  in  the  colonias  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
valley. 


“The  spirit  of  God  is  upon  me,  be¬ 
cause  God  has  anointed  me  to  preach 
good  news  to  the  poor,  and  has  sent  me 
to  proclaim  release  to  the  captives  and 
recovering  of  sight  to  those  who  are 
blind,  to  set  at  liberty  those  who  are  op¬ 
pressed,  to  proclaim  the  acceptable 
year  of  the  Lord.” 

—  Luke  4:18-19,  RSV(AILL) 

Jesus  stood  in  the  hushed  synagogue 
and  proclaimed  the  fulfillment  of  Isa¬ 
iah’s  prophecy.  But  his  words  became 
flesh  in  the  community  —  in  the  teem¬ 
ing  streets  and  alleys  and  peasant 
homes  outside  the  ornate  doors  of  the 
temple.  There  he  ministered  directly 
to  people  trapped  in  the  shadowy  mar¬ 
gins  of  the  status  quo,  radiating  their 
lives  with  a  gospel  of  dignity,  justice, 
and  reconciliation. 

In  1968,  the  newly  formed  United 
Methodist  Church  sought  to  do  like¬ 
wise  when  it  found  itself  challenged  by 
the  same  mass  struggles  for  human 
and  civil  rights  that  faced  other  insti¬ 
tutions.  In  the  caldron  of  violent  and 
non-violent  activism,  the  new  denomi¬ 
nation  embraced  the  clarion  call  of 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and  others  for 
the  church  to  become  more  involved 
in  the  profound  social  changes  taking 
place. 

Responding  to  the  apostle  Paul’s 
mandate  that  “Christ  reconciled  us 
and  gave  us  the  ministry  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion,”  (2  Corinthians  5:18,  RSV)  The 
United  Methodist  Church  launched  a 
“quadrennial  emphasis”  to  address  is¬ 
sues  of  racial  and  economic  discrimi¬ 
nation  that  threatened  both  the  church 


and  society.  One  aspect  of  that  empha¬ 
sis  was  the  Bishop’s  Fund  for  Recon¬ 
ciliation,  which  gave  birth  to  three 
innovative  ministries  to  aid  disadvan¬ 
taged  communities:  United  Methodist 
Voluntary  Services  and  the  Communi¬ 
ty  Developers  and  Police-Community 
Relations  programs. 

Four  years  later,  the  1972  General 
Conference  converted  the  special  em¬ 
phasis  and  fund  into  a  churchwide 
special  day  with  offering.  Observed 
during  the  season  of  Epiphany,  which 
celebrates  the  manifestation  of  Christ 
to  the  world.  Human  Relations  Day 
occurs  the  Sunday  before  the  national 
observance  of  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.’s  birthday.  Reminiscent  of  the  slain 
civil  rights  leader’s  quest,  its  purpose 
is  to  “call  the  Church  to  recognize  the 
right  of  all  God’s  children  in  realizing 
their  potential  as  human  beings  in  re¬ 
lationship  with  each  other . . .” 

(The  Book  of  Discipline,  11272) 

Youth  Offender 
Rehabilitation 

The  1988  General  Conference  re¬ 
placed  the  former  Police-Community 
Relations  Program  with  the  Youth  Of¬ 
fender  Rehabilitation  Program.  This 
new  ministry  focuses  concern  on  the 
growing  plight  of  troubled  young  peo¬ 
ple  involved  in  crime  and  often  placed 
in  counter-productive  detention  cen¬ 
ters. 

The  program  is  helping  two 
churches  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  develop 
a  restitution  assistance  and  counseling 


ministry  for  young  first-time  offenders 
involved  in  property  crimes.  The 
churches  recruit  and  train  volunteers 
to  monitor  and  aid  the  progress  of 
youths  who  are  spared  detention,  but 
are  charged  by  the  juvenile  court  to 
work  and  repay  the  victims  of  their 
crimes.  Similar  projects  are  being 
planned  in  other  communities. 

United  Methodist 
Voluntary  Services 

Also  dependent  upon  committed 
volunteers,  United  Methodist  Volun¬ 
tary  Services  (UMVS)  was  developed 
to  recruit,  train  and  assign  people  to 
work  in  areas  of  social  change,  com¬ 
munity  empowerment  and  human  ser¬ 
vices.  Over  the  years,  the  program  has 
altered  its  approach  to  assist  about  30 
indigenous,  volunteer  groups  working 
in  these  areas. 

Located  throughout  the  United 
States,  the  groups  involve  citizens  of 
all  races  in  efforts  to  attain  housing, 
land  and  employment  rights;  environ¬ 
mental  and  racial  justice;  cultural  edu¬ 
cation;  and  other  aspects  of  a  shalom 
society. 

UMVS  affiliates  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  with  these  diverse,  grass¬ 
roots  organizations  and  links  them 
together  in  a  unique  network  to  share 
ideas,  resources,  training  and  mutual 
support.  Although  not  based  in  local 
churches,  the  groups  often  work  with 
congregations  and  church  agencies  to 
help  communities  confront  racism, 
poverty  and  injustice. 


Community 

Developers 

Community  developers  are  based 
primarily  in  ethnic  local  churches  and 
communities  throughout  the  United 
States  and  in  Puerto  Rico.  They  help 
the  churches  and  communities  work 
together  to  build  indigenous  leader¬ 
ship,  advocacy  and  self-help  opportu¬ 
nities  for  disadvantaged  citizens. 

Each  developer  is  recruited  from  the 
community  and  supervised  by  the 
church  pastor  and  by  a  local  policy 
committee. 

Daily  about  30  Black,  Hispanic, 
Asian-American  and  Native  American 
developers  vigorously  take  Jesus’  dy¬ 
namic  gospel  of  love  and  liberation  into 
the  heart  of  inner  cities.  Indian  reserva¬ 
tions,  immigrant  communities  and 
Southwest  border  areas.  There  they  not 
only  provide  food,  clothing,  shelter  and 
other  necessities,  but  also  encourage 
self-determination  through  such  efforts 
as  tutoring  and  youth  enrichment  expe¬ 
riences,  community  organizing,  eco¬ 
nomic  development,  employment 
opportunities  and  political  advocacy. 

Community  developers  and  the  vol¬ 
unteers  whose  efforts  are  supported  by 
the  Youth  Offender  Rehabilitation 
Program  and  United  Methodist  Vol¬ 
untary  Services,  have  embraced  faith¬ 
fully  the  ministry  of  reconciliation. 
And  like  Jesus  proclaiming  his  fore¬ 
told  mission,  they,  too,  proclaim  the 
gospel  both  in  pulpits  and  in  the 
streets  of  their  communities,  where  ac¬ 
tions  must  speak  louder  than  words. 


Young  interns  in  the  Center  for  Third  World  Organizing's  Minority  Activ¬ 
ist  Apprenticeship  Program  share  a  relaxed  moment  during  an  otherwise 
intense  summer  training  experience.  The  center  is  part  of  a  network  of 
about  30  social  change  groups  supported  by  the  Human  Relations  Day  of¬ 
fering  through  United  Methodist  Voluntary  Services. 
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Community  developers 
wage  war  on  drug  abuse 


The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  has  targeted  the  nation’s  capi¬ 
tal  for  its  “holy  war”  on  the  morass  of 
drugs  and  violence  that  permeates 
U.S.  society.  But  community  develop¬ 
ers  in  Black  churches  across  the  coun¬ 
try  already  are  battling  this  crisis  on 
the  front  lines  through  innovative  pro¬ 
grams  of  prevention,  education  and 
treatment.  Understandably,  the  coun¬ 
cil  wants  the  benefit  of  their  expertise. 

Jones  Memorial  is  one  of  14  Wash¬ 
ington  churches  cooperating  in  the  ini¬ 
tiative,  which  is  being  directed  by 
Bishop  Felton  May.  The  church, 
which  has  its  share  of  scars  from  drug- 
related  violence  has  participated  in 
risky  neighborhood  watch  patrols, 
helped  close  a  “crack  house”  following 
the  killing  of  a  neighbor  on  her  front 
porch,  and  held  outdoor  worship  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  low-income  housing  proj¬ 
ect  across  the  street.  Meanwhile,  Jones 
community  developer  Andrew  Clark 
operates  educational  enrichment  pro¬ 
grams  because,  in  his  view,  “these 
children  need  to  know  that  there’s  life 
beyond  what  they  see  in  their  commu¬ 
nity  and  there  are  opportunities  worth 
more  than  the  fast  money  on  the 
streets.” 

Enrichment  programs  offered 

He  recently  increased  to  18  the 
number  of  young  cadets  in  Jones’  Civil 
Air  Patrol  squadron.  The  teen-agers 
learn  aeronautics,  science  and  rescue 
operations  along  with  discipline  and 
self-confidence.  Meanwhile,  Mr.  Clark 
is  working  with  neighborhood  schools 
to  expand  the  church’s  computer 
training  and  tutorial  programs.  And 
the  Widow’s  Club,  a  support  group  for 


older,  spouseless  women  will  soon  be 
caring  for  babies  bom  with  Acquired 
Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome  (AIDS) 
from  addicted  parents. 

In  Canton,  Ohio,  Will  Dent,  the 
community  developer  for  James  S. 
Thomas  Church,  is  helping  residents 
form  neighborhood  patrols,  identify 
crack  houses  and  push  for  increased 
law  enforcement  and  prosecution  of 
drug  cases.  Like  Mr.  Clark,  he  also  di¬ 
rects  youth  awareness  and  enrichment 
programs,  along  with  health  education 
and  other  services  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity. 

Thirty  boys,  from  grades  4  to  6,  are 
enrolled  in  the  Ujima  Rites  of  Passage 
Program.  Trained  mentors  teach  them 
African-American  history,  culture  and 
values,  while  aiding  their  emotional 
development  and  cautioning  them 
against  drug  use.  Meanwhile  the  aca¬ 
demic-  and  career-oriented  Project 
STRIVE,  and  the  Minority  Health  Ad¬ 
vocates  Program  provide  youths  and 
adults  with  information  and  counsel¬ 
ing  on  substance  abuse  and  related 
concerns. 

State  network  combats  drugs 

Fred  McIntosh,  community  devel¬ 
oper  at  Hoover  Church  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  is  part  of  a  broader  campaign  to 
create  a  statewide  network  of  groups 
combating  the  spread  of  crack  and  co¬ 
caine.  He  and  the  Rev.  William  Rob¬ 
inson,  pastor,  have  helped  organize, 
train  and  connect  anti-drug  groups  in 
several  Arkansas  communities. 

According  to  Mr.  Robinson,  he  and 
Mr.  McIntosh  help  the  groups  identi¬ 
fy  potential  leadership;  work  with  lo¬ 


dets  for  a  test. 


cal  law  enforcement,  human  services 
and  political  entities;  organize  block 
watches  and  other  community  initia¬ 
tives;  and  “find  access  to  every  re¬ 
source  available  to  help  fight  this 
war.”  During  a  special  legislative  ses¬ 
sion  in  October,  the  network  success¬ 
fully  lobbied  the  state  to  add  four  drug 
treatment  centers,  and  to  allocate 
some  funds  from  property  seized  in 
drug  raids  to  community  organiza¬ 
tions  for  anti-drug  programs. 

The  network  strategy  emerged  from 
an  impressive  statewide  crack/cocaine 
conference  co-sponsored  in  July  by 
Hoover’s  community  developer  pro¬ 
gram.  The  conference  was  modeled  af¬ 
ter  a  similar  national  meeting  held  just 
three  months  earlier  in  San  Francisco. 
The  Little  Rock  conference  included 
workshops  and  youth  involvement, 
and  featured  the  participation  of  com¬ 
munity  leaders,  treatment  center  cli¬ 
ents,  top  state  and  law  enforcement 
officials,  educators,  health  and  social 
service  professionals,  national  church 
leaders,  and  popular  health  advocate, 
Dick  Gregory.  A  Nov.  25  follow-up 
gathering,  titled  “Youth  Speak-Out  on 


Crack/Cocaine,”  drew  340  partici¬ 
pants  for  more  workshops,  speeches 
and  candid  dialogue  that  included  the 
views  of  recovering  addicts. 

Hoover  also  sponsors  the  only  char¬ 
tered  Cocaine  Anonymous  group  in 
the  state,  and  is  preparing  to  renovate 
a  donated  house  to  use  as  a  transition¬ 
al  residence  for  recovering  addicts. 
“The  few  treatment  centers  we  have 
only  keep  patients  1 5  to  30  days,”  said 
Mr.  Robinson.  “We  will  be  able  to  of¬ 
fer  them  up  to  six  months  more  to  sta¬ 
bilize  their  recovery.” 

With  support  from  the  Human  Re¬ 
lations  Day  offering,  more  than  a  doz¬ 
en  community  developers  are  running 
drug  abuse  education  and  intervention 
programs  in  Anniston,  Ala.;  Newburg, 
N.Y.;  Waterloo,  Iowa;  East  St.  Louis, 
Ill.;  and  other  communities  through¬ 
out  the  country.  They  will  come  to¬ 
gether  for  a  national  training  and 
strategy  meeting  in  March  1990,  per¬ 
haps  in  the  Washington  area. 
Throughout  the  year,  they  also  will  as¬ 
sist  Bishop  May  in  his  crucial  effort  to 
address  this  spiritual  and  social  crisis 
in  the  nation’s  capital. 


New  video  available 

Youths  encouraged  'to  See  Beyond  the  Streets' 


“To  See  Beyond  the  Streets,”  the 
new  Human  Relations  Day  video  pro¬ 
duced  by  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications,  opens  with  a  fictional 
dramatization  in  which  young,  im¬ 
pressionable  James  Thomas  is  “hang¬ 
ing  out”  with  his  friends.  He  joins  two 
of  them  in  stealing  a  car  radio  but  is 
apprehended  by  police  and  locked-up 
in  a  juvenile  detention  center. 

Unfortunately,  this  drama  becomes 
a  tragic  reality  each  day  for  countless 
misguided  youths.  Many  who  avoid 
the  lure  of  crime  nonetheless  face  con¬ 
stant  dangers  and  despair  in  their 
homes  and  communities. 

This  video,  one  of  six  on  the  new 
“Come,  Share,  Rejoice  in  United 
Methodist  Special  Days”  videotape, 
explores  the  efforts  of  concerned  peo¬ 
ple  in  three  cities,  who,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Human  Relations  Day  offering, 
are  helping  young  people  rise  above 
the  danger  and  despair  to  build  more 
satisfying  lives. 


“Many  youths  today  are  subject  to  a 
lot  of  outside  pressures  in  trying  to 
achieve,  pressures  from  peers,  as  well 
as  pressures  in  surviving  in  today’s 
world.”  That  is  the  view  of  Larry  Carr, 
a  college  professor,  father  and  volun¬ 
teer  in  a  new  restitution  assistance  and 
counseling  program  for  young  first¬ 
time  offenders  in  Louisville,  Ky.  Two 
United  Methodist  churches  —  St. 
Paul,  where  Mr.  Carr  is  a  member, 
and  Calvary  East  —  cooperate  in  this 
ministry,  with  the  help  of  the  Youth 
Offender  Rehabilitation  Program. 

'A  positive  way  of  life' 

“Some  of  these  youths  think  they’re 
out  there  by  themselves,”  says  the 
Rev.  L.  McNeil  Dowdy,  pastor  of  Cal¬ 
vary  East.  “We  want  to  help  them  get 
jobs  so  they  can  pay  back  their  vic¬ 
tims.  We  also  want  to  help  them  be¬ 
come  responsible,  help  them  to  know 
that  they  have  done  something  that  is 
not  right,  and  try  to  redirect  them  into 


a  positive  way  of  life.” 

A  positive  way  of  life  is  precisely 
what  residents  of  a  low-income  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.,  community  are  seeking 
with  the  help  of  the  Community  Sur¬ 
vival  Center.  Supported  by  the  United 
Methodist  Voluntary  Services  pro¬ 
gram,  staff  and  volunteers  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  work  together  on  community 
survival  issues,  such  as  housing,  hun¬ 
ger,  racism,  drug  abuse,  teen-age  preg¬ 
nancy  and  historic  neglect  by  the  city 
government. 

Perhaps  the  most  critical  issue  in  the 
community  is  the  85  percent  school 
dropout  rate  that  has  plagued  genera¬ 
tions  of  families.  The  center’s  alterna¬ 
tive  education  program  has  proven  to 
be  a  creative  and  successful  response 
to  that  concern. 

Director  Tom  Culotta  describes  the 
Community  School  as  an  academic 
and  leadership  development  program. 
In  addition  to  reading,  writing  and 
math  skills,  he  says,  “Students  learn 
how  to  analyze  their  community,  how 
to  develop  programs,  how  to  organize 
and  how  to  manage,  as  they  operate 
the  school  themselves.” 

'We  need  leaders' 

Two  young  former  students,  Kelly 
Doyle  and  Dave  Bayer,  discuss  the 
profound  impact  the  school  has  had 
on  their  lives,  their  self-confidence 


Kelly  Doyle,  right,  youth  organizer 
for  the  Community  Survival  Center 
discusses  an  assignment  with  Jay 
Montgomery. 

and  their  dreams  for  the  future.  They 
remain  involved  with  the  center, 
struggling  to  organize  a  fledgling  youth 
council  to  advocate  for  the  concerns  of 
young  residents. 

“We  need  leaders  in  our  communi¬ 
ty,”  Mr.  Culotta  continues.  “And  our 
school  attempts  to  build  strong  indi¬ 
viduals  who  know  themselves,  who 
know  the  world,  and  who  have  the 
skills  to  be  able  to  walk  in  it  and  to 
make  change.” 

Andrew  Clark  pursues  the  same 
goals  as  a  community  developer  for 
Jones  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Washington.  Working  with 

Continued  on  page  3 
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Developer  helps  Asian  immigrant  families 


The  rare  mix  of  cultures  and  eco¬ 
nomic  classes  in  San  Francisco’s  Ten¬ 
derloin  district  is  more  a  mosaic  of 
distinct  populations  than  a  melting 
pot  of  assimilation. 

Recent  Vietnamese,  Cambodian 
and  Laotian  refugees  live  among 
Black,  White,  Hispanic  and  Chinese 
neighbors.  Poor  and  homeless  resi¬ 
dents,  prostitutes  and  drug  dealers 
share  the  streets  with  bourgeois  tour¬ 
ists  and  white-collar  workers.  Decay¬ 
ing  slum  apartments,  transient  hotels, 
pornographic  movie  houses,  and  small 
ethnic-owned  shops  and  restaurants 
surround  towering,  gleaming,  fortress¬ 
like  office  buildings  and  plush  hotels. 
And  prevailing  over  traffic,  construc¬ 
tion  and  other  noises  of  the  street  are 
the  gleeful  sounds  of  children  playing 
in  crowded,  urban  Bodecker  Park. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  sits  Glide 
United  Methodist  Church,  an  enor¬ 
mous,  bustling  refuge  that  embraces 
the  Tenderloin’s  downtrodden,  and  of¬ 
fers  a  housing  referral  and  counseling 
service,  a  3,000-meal-a-day  feeding 
ministry,  a  crack-cocaine  recovery 
program,  uplifting,  all-inclusive  Sun¬ 
day  worship  celebrations  and  other  dy¬ 
namic  ministries. 

Among  the  many  church  and  com¬ 
munity  agencies  located  in  Glide’s 
vast  edifice  is  the  Vietnamese  Youth 


Development  Center.  Hamilton  Lai,  a 
community  developer  for  Pine  United 
Methodist  Church,  works  at  the  center 
serving  a  burgeoning  Southeast  Asian 
community. 

Pine,  which  was  founded  in  1886 
and  is  the  oldest  Japanese-American 
congregation  in  Methodism,  is  located 
miles  from  this  area.  But  thanks  to  the 
Human  Relations  Day  offering  and 
the  Community  Developers  program, 
the  church  can  express  its  ardent  con¬ 
cern  for  the  welfare  and  development 
of  the  Asian  immigrants  who  settle 
and  struggle  in  this  mosaic  of  “haves” 
and  “have-nots.” 

Immigrants  face  barriers 

The  10-square-block  Tenderloin 
area  is  home  to  24,000  people.  More 
than  14,000  are  Southeast  Asian  im¬ 
migrants;  90  percent  of  them,  includ¬ 
ing  Hamilton  Lai,  are  from  Vietnam, 
and  more  than  a  third  are  children. 
Extended  families,  on  an  average, 
spend  more  than  60  percent  of  their 
meager  incomes  on  rent.  Yet  they  of¬ 
ten  live  in  small,  crowded  apartments, 
and  must  contend  with  unscrupulous 
landlords,  unemployment,  crime  and 
the  barriers  and  conflicts  caused  by 
their  unfamiliarity  with  a  new  lan¬ 
guage  and  culture. 

Mr.  Lai  came  to  this  country  in 


1980  as  a  17-year-old  refugee.  Daily  he 
assists  clients  in  filling  out  forms  and 
applications  in  English  and  in  navigat¬ 
ing  the  bureaucracy  of  immigration, 
welfare,  Social  Security  and  other  gov¬ 
ernmental  agencies.  Working  with  a 
coalition  of  community  groups,  he 
also  helps  tenants  organize  to  obtain 
repairs  in  their  deteriorating  and  often 
dangerous  apartment  buildings  and  to 
protect  rent  control  laws  so  that  re¬ 
pairs  don't  lead  to  hefty  rent  increases 
and  evictions. 

With  his  assistance,  immigrant  fam¬ 
ilies  receive  after-school  tutoring,  in¬ 
formation  and  counseling  to  stem  the 
escalation  of  drug  abuse  and  AIDS 
cases,  and  mediation  of  family  con¬ 
flicts. 

“You  see  a  lot  of  drug  dealing  and 
runaway  kids  around  here,”  he  said. 
“The  schools  and  courts  send  high-risk 
youths  to  us  so  we  can  do  workshops 
and  counsel  them  and  their  parents  in 
terms  they  can  understand.” 

Generation  and  culture  gaps 

Because  many  of  the  problems  origi¬ 
nate  in  the  generation  and  culture  gaps 
between  traditional  parents  and  their 
assimilating  children,  Mr.  Lai  must 
help  families  resolve  frequent  misun¬ 
derstandings.  To  encourage  children 


Students  receive  help  with  home¬ 
work  in  the  Vietnamese  Youth  De¬ 
velopment  Center's  tutoring 
program. 

to  appreciate  their  heritage,  he  also 
helps  organize  such  cultural  events  as 
the  popular  Moon  Festival  each  year, 
when  more  than  200  children  gather  to 
sing  traditional  songs  as  they  carry  pa¬ 
per  lanterns  through  the  streets. 

As  he  strives  daily  to  make  life  bet¬ 
ter  for  his  neighbors,  the  festive 
sounds  of  children  singing  are  a  re¬ 
minder  to  Hamilton  Lai  and  others  in 
the  Tenderloin  that  the  real  wealth  of 
this  community  is  in  its  diversity  and 
in  its  promise  for  the  future. 


New  video 

Continued  from  page  2 

church  members  and  residents  in  a 
crime-ridden,  drug-infested  area  of  the 
city,  Mr.  Clark  has  found  resources 
and  volunteers  to  help  Jones  establish 
various  community  outreach  and  en¬ 
richment  programs.  His  efforts  have 
resulted  in  tutoring  and  computer 
skills  classes  for  children,  regular 
blood  pressure  screenings,  and  a  fel¬ 
lowship  and  support  group  for  widows 
in  the  community. 

But  Andrew  Clark’s  pride  and  joy, 
as  reflected  in  the  video,  is  the  Jones 
Civil  Air  Patrol  squadron.  This  re¬ 
markable  program  teaches  discipline 
and  confidence  to  young  people  like 
14-year-old  Sandra  Fleming,  along 
with  knowledge  and  skills  in  aviation. 
When  Sandra  intently  expresses  her 
desire  to  study  medicine  at  Harvard 
and  become  a  surgeon,  one  senses 
that,  because  of  Mr.  Clark’s  efforts 
and  the  Civil  Air  Patrol,  young  partici¬ 
pants  are  learning  to  believe  in  them¬ 
selves,  to  set  goals  for  their  future,  and 
to  understand  that  even  the  sky  is  not 
the  limit. 

“To  See  Beyond  the  Streets”  fea¬ 
tures  three  extraordinary  ministries 
supported  by  the  Human  Relations 
Day  offering.  Through  the  efforts  of 
some  dedicated  mentors,  young  people 
are  learning  to  see  beyond  their  trou¬ 
bled  environments,  and  to  work  to¬ 
ward  new,  more  promising  visions  of 
their  future. 

Note:  The  “Come,  Share,  Rejoice  in 
United  Methodist  Special  Days”  video¬ 
tape  contains  a  video  for  each  of  the  six 
churchwide  special  days.  It  can  be  bor¬ 
rowed  from  your  annual  conference  re¬ 
source  center  or  purchased  for  $20,  plus 
$3  for  shipping  and  handling,  from 
EcuFilm,  P.  O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN 
37202;  telephone  800  251-4091.  In 
Tennessee  call  collect  615  242-6277. 


Young  Seminoles  learn  to  value  their  heritage 


Through  painstaking  efforts,  Mable 
Haught  is  determined  to  teach  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  a  proud  people  that  they 
are  “just  as  good  as  anybody.” 

As  community  developer  for  the 
United  Methodist  Seminole  Mission, 
based  in  Moore  Haven,  Fla.,  Ms. 
Haught  spends  most  of  her  time  work¬ 
ing  with  young  Seminoles.  She  encour¬ 
ages  them  to  learn  and  respect  tribal 
traditions  and  to  welcome  the  chal¬ 
lenges  and  opportunities  of  a  changing 
world. 

Her  people  have  been  historically 
victimized  by  the  impositions  of  a 
changing  world.  Originally  a  loose 
confederation  of  Creek  and  Miccosu- 
kee  peoples,  the  Seminoles  were 
pushed  out  of  what  is  now  Alabama 
and  Georgia  and  into  Florida  by 
White  settlers  in  the  18th  century.  Re¬ 
peated  skirmishes  and  invasions  by 
General  Andrew  Jackson  instigated 
the  first  Seminole  War  in  1818.  Two 
other  wars  resulted  from  broken  trea¬ 
ties,  further  confiscation  of  Seminole 
lands  and  U.S.  attempts  to  forcibly  re¬ 
move  the  native  inhabitants  to  what  is 
now  Oklahoma. 

By  1860,  most  of  the  Seminoles  had 
either  been  killed  or  evicted  from  Flor¬ 
ida.  Only  about  200  remained,  having 


retreated  south  to  the  vast  Everglades 
and  the  swamp  areas  of  Lake  Okee¬ 
chobee.  Isolated  and  insulated  from 
the  rest  of  the  world,  their  numbers 
grew,  while  they  proudly  rejected  for¬ 
mal  education,  Christianity  and  other 
aspects  of  U.S.  society  until  the  1930s. 

Outside  world  rejected 

“I  was  1 3  when  I  first  attended  pub¬ 
lic  school  in  Okeechobee,”  recalled 
Ms.  Haught,  who  later  attended  Indi¬ 
an  Methodist  College  in  Lawrence, 
Kan.  “Occasionally,  our  parents 
would  go  into  town  to  buy  what  we 
needed;  but,  as  children,  we  were  not 
allowed  to  leave  the  village.  There  was 
always  that  fear  and  rejection  of  the 
outside  world.” 

As  a  result  of  their  former  isolation, 
she  said,  many  of  the  older  Seminoles 
in  Florida  (There  are  more  than  1 ,700, 
but  thousands  more  live  in  Oklaho¬ 
ma.)  cannot  speak  or  write  English. 
And  only  in  the  last  10  years  have  they 
had  a  written  form  of  their  native  lan¬ 
guage.  On  the  other  hand,  during  de¬ 
cades  of  assimilation,  young 
Seminoles  were  discouraged  from 
learning  or  using  their  native  tongue 
and  customs.  Thus,  lamented  Ms. 


Haught,  “our  young  people  often  un¬ 
derstand  the  language  but  can’t  speak 
it.” 

Many  of  the  650  youths  living  in 
Florida’s  five  Seminole  reservations 
are  bused  to  integrated  schools  and 
must  struggle  to  live  in  two  worlds, 
feeling  not  fully  a  part  of  either.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Ms.  Haught’s  daughter, 
Connie.  “A  lot  of  them  keep  to  them¬ 
selves  at  school  because  they  lack  self¬ 
esteem  and  pride  in  their  heritage.  The 
younger  ones  spend  most  of  their  time 
on  the  reservations.” 

Focus  on  tribe's  future 

Mable  Haught  works  with  about  100 
youths,  providing  them  with  various 
learning  and  recreational  experiences 
while  helping  them  organize  their  own 
activities  and  develop  leadership 
skills. 

The  Heifer  Project  places  donated 
calves  under  the  care  of  children  from 
low-income  families.  The  children 
learn  to  raise  cattle  for  competition 
and  for  food,  while  sharing  newborn 
calves  with  other  families. 

At  the  local  4-H  Club,  Ms.  Haught 
teaches  cooking,  sewing  and  native 
crafts  to  boys  and  girls.  She  also  treats 
her  young  charges  to  field  trips,  holi¬ 
day  celebrations  and  camping  experi¬ 
ences.  Instruction  in  Seminole  culture 
and  language  is  offered  at  the  wilder¬ 
ness  camp  named  for  Billy  Bowlegs, 
the  last  known  Seminole  chief  to  be 
forced  out  of  Florida. 

With  support  from  the  Human  Re¬ 
lations  Day  offering,  Mable  Haught 
has  worked  for  10  years  to  help  her 
people  obtain  and  develop  resources 
for  growth,  including  housing  pro¬ 
grams,  libraries  and  business  opportu¬ 
nities.  But  her  focus  has  been  on 
nurturing  the  awareness  and  self-con¬ 
fidence  of  Seminole  youths  —  those 
whom  she  proudly  calls  “the  leaders  of 
our  tribe’s  future.” 


Mable  Haught  (center)  talks  with  members  of  the  Brighton  Reservation 
Youth  Club. 
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UMVS  network  fortifies  community  groups 


“Injustice  anywhere  is  a  threat  to  jus¬ 
tice  everywhere,"  declared  the  Rev. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  more  than  20 
years  ago.  “We  are  caught  in  an  inescap¬ 
able  network  of  mutuality,  tied  in  a  sin¬ 
gle  garment  of  destiny.  Whatever  affects 
one  directly,  affects  all  indirectly.” 

Through  United  Methodist  Volun¬ 
tary  Services  (UMVS),  26  grassroots 
social  change  organizations  spread  out 
across  the  United  States  are  linked  to¬ 
gether  in  a  remarkable,  supportive 
“network  of  mutuality.”  UMVS  is  the 
tie  that  binds  them  in  solidarity  to  one 
another's  struggles  —  struggles  to  gain 
safe,  permanent  housing  for  homeless 


families  in  New  York  City,  or  to  pro¬ 
tect  rent  control  laws  in  Los  Angeles; 
struggles  for  decent  wages  and  working 
conditions  for  Hispanic  farmworkers 
in  Ohio  and  Asian  immigrant  hotel 
and  garment  workers  in  California; 
and  struggles  to  improve  community 
services  in  inner-city  Providence,  R.I., 
and  to  abate  industrial  water  contami¬ 
nation  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  and 
Lumberton,  N.C. 

Volunteer,  community-controlled 
organizations  working  on  these  and 
numerous  other  concerns  regularly 
come  together,  under  the  aegis  of 
UMVS,  to  share  training,  resources 


m  \ 


Tom  Culotta  (left),  director  of  the  Community  Survival  Center,  conducts  a 
tour  of  his  Baltimore  community  for  visiting  members  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Voluntary  Services  network. 


and  ideas  —  or  simply  to  share  their 
experiences  in  waging  a  common  quest 
for  justice-  that  takes  many  diverse 
forms.  As  one  member  of  the  network 
stated  recently,  “The  money  we  get 
from  The  United  Methodist  Church 
through  UMVS  (about  $4,000  annual¬ 
ly)  is  helpful.  But  our  real  support 
comes  from  building  close,  trusting  re¬ 
lationships  with  each  other.” 

Daphne  Busby  is  director  of  the 
Brooklyn-based  Sisterhood  of  Black 
Single  Mothers,  a  program  that  helps 
single  mothers  and  fathers  develop 
parenting  and  homemaking  skills,  nur¬ 
turing  relationships,  and  educational 
and  economic  opportunities.  “Our 
work  is  basically  community-cen¬ 
tered,”  she  said.  “But  UMVS  broad¬ 
ens  our  perspective  to  understand  that 
the  essence  of  what  we  do  here  can  be 
shared  and  used  by  people  in  other  sit¬ 
uations  and  environments.  In  the 
same  way,  we  can  learn  from  them." 

The  Tonantzin  Land  Institute  in  Al¬ 
buquerque,  advocates  for  human 
rights  and  for  the  protection  and  fair 
allocation  of  scarce  water  resources  in 
four  Southwestern  states.  The  coali¬ 
tion  group  also  defends  Indian  treaties 
and  sacred  lands  against  uranium  min¬ 
ing  interests.  “As  rural  Indian  people, 
we  are  very  deliberate  about  our  asso¬ 
ciations  with  outside  groups,”  said 
David  Lujan,  co-director.  "But  UMVS 
is  special  to  us  because  the  people  in  it 
are  truly  representative  of  the  commu¬ 
nities  they  work  with  and  truly  fo¬ 
cused  on  working  for  justice.” 

Alfredo  DeAvila  of  the  Center  for 
Third  World  Organizing  in  Oakland, 


Volunteers  to  help  young  offenders 


While  juvenile  offenders  fill  up  U.S. 
courtrooms  and  detention  centers,  re- 
form-minded  judges  and  policy-mak¬ 
ers  search  for  ways  to  put  young, 
errant  lives  back  on  track. 

Many  recognize  that  imprisonment 
—  especially  for  those  whose  offenses 
are  few  and  less  severe  —  is  a  drastic 
choice  that  rarely  rehabilitates  and,  in 
the  long  run,  creates  more  problems 
than  it  solves.  They  have  found  that 
community-based  alternatives,  such  as 
group  homes,  restitution  and  similar 
programs,  offer  more  humane  and  ef¬ 
fective  rehabilitation. 

The  intent  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society’s  new  Youth  Of¬ 
fender  Rehabilitation  Program 
(YORP),  funded  by  the  Human  Rela- 
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tions  Day  offering,  is  to  encourage 
congregations  to  create  such  alterna¬ 
tives  and  to  exemplify  for  their  com¬ 
munities  a  redemptive  compassion  for 
young  people  in  crisis. 

In  Louisville,  Ky.,  Calvary  East  and 
St.  Paul  churches  —  Black  and  White 
congregations,  respectively  —  are  col¬ 
laborating  on  “YouthWorks,”  a  pilot 
project  to  assist  young  first-time  of¬ 
fenders  who  are  mandated  by  the 
courts  to  work  and  repay  their  victims. 
While  the  county  handles  employment 
training  and  oversees  restitution, 
YouthWorks  will  recruit  and  train  vol¬ 
unteers  from  area  churches  to  build 
supportive,  encouraging  relationships 
with  individual  youths  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies. 

“There  are  no  programs  like  this  in 
the  county,  where  volunteers  work 
one-on-one  with  juvenile  delin¬ 
quents,”  said  Alexandra  McVeety,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  project.  “Because  their 
cases  are  remanded,  the  kids  who  are 
told  to  do  restitution  don’t  get  social 
workers  to  keep  up  with  them.  They’re 
out  there  on  their  own  and  soon  they 
could  end  up  back  in  trouble  or  in  de¬ 
tention.” 

With  150  new  cases  coming  before 
the  county  juvenile  court  each  month, 
chronic  delinquency  not  only  adds  to 
overcrowding  in  the  detention  center, 
but  also  results  in  youths  being  sent  to 
treatment  facilities  and  other  institu¬ 
tions,  said  Ms.  McVeety,  who  has  16 
years  experience  as  a  family  social 
worker  and  child  welfare  advocate. 
"We  want  to  keep  them  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  work  with  them  here.  We’ll 
encourage  them  to  finish  school,  hold 


onto  jobs  and  develop  self-esteem  and 
responsibility  so  they  will  choose  law¬ 
ful  behavior.” 

The  project  will  screen  and  train 
committed  volunteers  through  role 
playing  and  instruction  in  value  clari¬ 
fication,  racial  and  cultural  awareness, 
and  relating  effectively  to  adolescents. 

“We  hope  to  get  every  local  church 
essentially  involved  in  the  project,” 
said  Larry  Carr,  a  University  of  Louis¬ 
ville  professor  and  member  of  St. 
Paul.  Dr.  Carr  and  Calvary  East  pas¬ 
tor,  L.  McNeil  Dowdy,  head  a  task 
force  of  church  leaders,  youth  social 
workers,  judges,  school  administrators 
and  others  that  conducted  meetings, 
research  and  consultations  throughout 
1 989  to  develop  the  project. 

“Juvenile  detention  is  a  very  high- 
visibility  issue  in  our  community  be¬ 
cause  there  are  so  many  problems  with 
it,”  said  Mr.  Carr.  “We’ve  worked 
hard  and  gotten  a  lot  of  support  in 
starting  this  project.  If  we  can  help 
some  of  these  youths  to  turn  their  lives 
around,  I  think  it  will  be  well-re¬ 
ceived.” 
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“For  we 
are  partners 
working  together 
for  God." 
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Human  Relations  Day 

Calif.,  believes  strongly  in  “the  need 
for  dialogue  around  different  issues  in 
different  arenas,  because  we’re  all  real¬ 
ly  struggling  with  the  same  issue:  how 
to  empower  oppressed  people  who  feel 
they  have  no  voice  and  no  self-deter¬ 
mination.”  The  center  provides  infor¬ 
mation  and  trains  church  and 
community  groups  and  individuals  to 
organize  ethnic  communities  around 
various  concerns,  such  as  health  care, 
bi-lingual  education  and  toxic  con¬ 
tamination. 

“People  organize  locally  to  respond 
to  their  own  pressing  needs,”  said  Mr. 
DeAvila.  “But  then  they  often  feel  iso¬ 
lated  in  their  struggle  and  limited  in 
their  perspective.  That’s  why  the  shar¬ 
ing  is  so  important.  There  are  very  few 
networks  that  link  community  groups 
together,  but  UMVS  is  unique  because 
of  its  focus  on  ethnic  communities  and 
on  addressing  racism  as  a  cause  of  so 
many  problems.” 

“The  arrogance,  the  exclusion  and 
pain  of  racism  and  injustice  still  pre¬ 
vail,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert  Walton,  di¬ 
rector  of  UMVS.  “But  UMVS  gives 
the  church  a  unique  opportunity  to 
reach  out  to  an  inclusive  network  of 
community  groups  that  share  our  mis¬ 
sion  to  build  better  human  relations.” 

About  this 
tabloid 

This  tabloid  was  prepared  by  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  Program  and  Benevolence 
Interpretation,  United  Methodist 
Communications.  Order  additional 
copies  from  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville, 
TN  37202-0320.  The  cost  is  six  for 
$1.50;  50  for  $5;  100  for  $8.00;  and 
1,000  for  $65. 

The  editor  of  this  tabloid  welcomes 
your  comments  and  concerns.  Please 
write  to  John  W.  Coleman  Jr.  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  in 
Nashville.  For  more  information  on 
the  programs  funded  by  the  Human 
Relations  Day  offering,  please  contact 
the  following  persons: 

Community  Developers  Program: 
Ruth  Lawson,  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  333,  New  York,  NY  10115; 
telephone  (212)870-3821. 

United  Methodist  Voluntary  Ser¬ 
vices:  The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Walton, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  333,  New 
York,  NY  1 0 1 1 5;  telephone  (2 1 2)  870- 
3825. 

Youth  Offender  Rehabilitation  Pro¬ 
gram:  The  Rev.  Donna  T.  Morton- 
Stout,  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  100  Maryland  Ave.  N.E., 
Washington,  DC  20002-5664;  tele¬ 
phone  (202)488-5651. 
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CHRISTMAS  TV  SPECIAL:  United 

Methodist  churches  in  San  Francisco  and  Fort 
Lauderdale,  Fla.,  and  a  pastor  in  New  Jersey  are 
to  be  featured  on  Christmas  television  program¬ 
ming.  A  Christmas  Eve  service  from  Christ  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Lauderdale  is  to  be 
cablecast  live  at  5  p.m.  Eastern  time  on  the  Vi¬ 
sion  Interfaith  Satellite  Network.  An  hourlong 
NBC-TV  program  starting  at  10  a  m.  EST 
Christmas  Day  is  to  include  worship  from  Glide 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  San 
Francisco  and  a  storytelling  segment  featuring 
the  Rev.  C.  David  Follansbee  of  Hillside,  N.J. 

SCHOOL  LOSES  CASE:  a  federal 

appeals  court  has  ruled  that  the  largest  universi¬ 
ty  related  to  The  United  Methodist  Church 
must  pay  an  English  professor  $215,000  in 
damages  and  award  her  tenure.  Julia  Prewitt- 
Brown  quit  Boston  University’s  English  depart¬ 
ment  when  she  was  denied  tenure  in  1981  after 
seven  years  on  the  faculty.  She  sued  the  school, 
alleging  sex-based  discrimination.  A  spokesman 
for  the  28,000-student  university  said  the 
school  would  ask  for  a  rehearing.  The  university 
claims  that  issues  at  stake  concern  academic 
freedom,  not  sex  bias. 

MISSION  ACCOMPLISHED: 

Legislation  signed  recently  by  President  Bush 
ended  an  1 1-year  campaign  by  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman.  William  Hohri,  a  member  of  the 
Parish  of  the  Holy  Covenant  in  Chicago,  has 
sought  redress  for  thousands  of  Japanese-Amer- 
icans  interned  at  the  beginning  of  World  War  II. 
Mr.  Hohri  told  United  Methodist  News  Service 
that  an  estimated  60,000  people  are  eligible  to 
share  in  $1.25  billion  the  U.S.  government  has 
agreed  to  pay  over  three  years  beginning  with 
Fiscal  1991. 

AGE  OF  EVANGELISM:  After  “de¬ 
cades  of  neglect,  evangelism  is  coming  into  its 
own,”  and  “a  new  evangelical  age  has  dawned.” 
That  was  the  Rev.  Alan 
Walker’s  message  during  a 
recent  lecture  in  Mel¬ 
bourne,  Australia.  But  the 
prominent  Australian 
Methodist  evangelist  and 
social  activist  cautioned, 

“Whenever  evangelism  be¬ 
comes  popular,  there  is  the 
peril  of  ‘cheap  evangelism’ 
of  charlatans.” 

CHALLENGING  WORDS:  Today’s 

world  “is  defined  by  challenges  that  simply  do 
not  respect  borders,”  Gov.  Richard  Celeste  of 
Ohio  told  the  U.S.  Conference  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  recently.  The  governor,  a 
United  Methodist,  suggested  that  “drugs,  ter¬ 
rorism,  possibly  AIDS"  are  “the  most  immedi¬ 
ate  threats  to  our  security  . . .  threats  that  are  of 
a  totally  different  nature  from  what  our  nation¬ 
al  security  system  has  been  designed  to  address. 

. . The  challenge  for  churches,  he  said,  will  be 
to  bring  coherence  out  of  the  jumbled  “informa¬ 
tion  and  images”  of  contemporary  society. 


Alan  Walker 


We  have  reason  to  celebrate  this  year! 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

LOS  ANGELES — Christians 
have  even  more  reason  than  usu¬ 
al  this  year  for  a  joyous  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Christ’s  birth,  says  the 
president  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  of  Bishops. 

“This  year  has  seen  the  unfold¬ 
ing  of  events  in  the  family  of  na¬ 
tions  that  hold  the  promise  of  a 
truly  better  day  for  humankind,” 
Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Angeles 
Area)  writes  in  the  annual  Christ¬ 


mas  message  from  the  council 
president.  It  was  issued  Dec.  1 . 

The  bishop  said  he  hoped  all 
United  Methodists  would  “catch 
a  sense  of  the  exciting  ways  that 
God  is  working  in  our  midst  to¬ 
ward  the  redemption  and  libera¬ 
tion  of  all  the  human  family.” 

“The  Cold  War  as  we  have 
known  it  for  40  years  is  over,” 
Bishop  Tuell  writes.  “Long¬ 
standing  repressive  regimes  have 
yielded  to  the  cries  of  the  people 
for  a  fuller  measure  of  the  free¬ 


dom  and  dignity  with  which  God 
has  endowed  all  of  humanity. 

“Groups  long  separated  by  arti¬ 
ficial  political  barriers  now  are 
coming  together  to  form  new  rela¬ 
tionships  of  community  and  coop¬ 
eration.  The  God  who  is  the  God 
of  peace  and  justice  and  freedom 
is  surely  at  work  in  all  of  this.” 

Christmas  1989  has  a  special 
meaning  for  United  Methodists, 
he  said.  That’s  “because  of  the 
willingness  of  Bishop  Felton  E. 
May  to  make  a  witness  for  all  of 


us  during  1990  against  drug 
abuse  and  violence  so  prevalent 
in  society,”  he  said. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  is  call¬ 
ing  on  all  congregations  to  join  in 
prayer  on  the  first  Sunday  of 
Christmastide  for  him,  his  wife, 
Phyllis,  and  this  mission,  Bishop 
Tuell  writes. 

“We  are  painfully  aware  that 
the  kingdom  has  not  arrived 
yet,”  the  bishop  acknowledged. 
“There  are  all  too  many  places  in 
our  own  country  and  around  our 
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LOCKERBIE,  Scotland— Houses  stand  roofless  beside  a  crater 
dug  by  Pan  Am  Flight  103  when  it  crashed  Dec.  21,  1988.  The 
airliner,  on  its  way  to  New  York  from  London,  apparently  was 
brought  down  by  an  explosive  device  planted  in  the  luggage  by 
terrorists.  The  crash  killed  all  258  people  aboard  and  a  number 
of  Lockerbie  residents.  Among  passengers  were  35  students 
from  United  Methodist-related  Syracuse  University  in  Syra¬ 


cuse,  N.Y.,  returning  from  a  semester's  study  abroad.  Last 
week,  before  classes  ended  for  the  semester,  the  university 
marked  the  anniversary  with  a  memorial  service.  The  universi¬ 
ty  also  is  building  on  campus  a  limestone  and  granite  marker 
inscribed  with  the  students'  names.  University  spokeswoman 
Diane  Sloane  said  Scottish  heather  would  be  among  plants  in 
the  garden  around  the  “naming  wall." 


God  at  30,000  feet — and  at  Lockerbie 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  poem  by  free-lance 
writer  H.  Ellsworth  Bichy  commemorates  the 
first  anniversary  of  the  crash  of  Pan  Am 
Flight  103,  in  which  35  students  from  United 
Methodist-related  Syracuse  University  were 
among  those  killed. 


Instant,  just  before  the 
Suitcase  filled  with  artificial 
Death  roared  vengeance  at 
30,000  feet  and  in 
Lockerbie 
Below. 


Flight  103  pulled  God’s  breath  into 

Her  mighty  turbines,  those 

Silver  flying  dragons.  God  was 

Closer,  Closer  than  anyone  could  know. 

God  was  at  30,000  feet  and  in 

Lockerbie 

below. 

God  was  busy  in  that  extreme 


God  brushed  back  the  hair 
Of  the  woman  who  carried  her 
Daughter  in  her  warm  ocean.  God 
Was  the  after  shave  that  reminded 
The  stewardess  of  her  Daddy. 

God  was  the  man’s  son  who  hugged 
Him  round  the  knees  in  a  dream. 
God  was  the  music  the  soldier 
Listened  to  on  his  Walkman. 


God  was  at  30,000  feet  and  in 

Lockerbie 

Below. 


And  at  that  last  tick  of 
Their  time  God  called  each  by 
Name.  He  held  their  eyes  to  his 
And  they  never  knew  the  shame 
Or  fear  of  it.  He  took  their  light 
To  him  and  they  never  looked  back. 
God  was  at  30,000  feet  and  in 
Lockerbie 
Below. 


— H.  Ellsworth  Bichy 


globe  where  the  oppressed  still 
suffer  under  the  cruel  hand  of 
various  forms  of  tyranny. 

“Yet,  for  the  world’s  people  as 
a  whole,  1 989  has  seen  movement 
toward  a  fuller  realization  of 
God’s  purpose  in  humankind.” 

Because  of  that  he  said  he 
hoped  all  United  Methodists 
would  “once  again  join  with  the 
angels  in  their  joyous  Nativity 
song:  ’Glory  to  God  in  the  high¬ 
est,  and  on  earth,  peace,  goodwill 
to  all  people  everywhere.’  ” 

Groups  blast 
church  stands 
on  El  Salvador 

Religious  News  Service 

Criticism  of  the  Salvadoran 
government  by  mainline  churches 
has  brought  strong  countercriti¬ 
cism  from  conservative  caucuses 
within  some  denominations. 

But  the  Rev.  James  V.  Hei- 
dinger  II,  executive  director  of 
the  unofficial  Good  News  evan¬ 
gelical  caucus,  said  his  United 
Methodist  group  doesn’t  have  an 
official  response  to  a  call  by  the 
church’s  missions  board  for  an 
end  to  military  aid  to  El  Salvador. 

“It  (El  Salvador)  is  not  really 
one  of  our  major  concerns,”  said 
Dr.  Heidinger. 

The  strongest  reaction  to 
stands  by  mainline  Protestant 
denominations  appeared  to  come 
from  Lutherans  for  Religious  and 
Political  Freedom.  That’s  a  Min¬ 
nesota-based  group  known  for  is- 
suing  strong  denunciations  of 
positions  taken  by  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

In  an  Op-Ed  piece  that  ap¬ 
peared  Dec.  2  in  the  “Star-Tri¬ 
bune”  of  Minneapolis,  the 
president  of  Lutherans  for  Reli¬ 
gious  and  Political  Freedom  chas¬ 
tised  three  Lutheran  bishops  for 
sending  a  letter  to  local  congrega¬ 
tions  encouraging  them,  among 
other  things,  to  press  for  a  halt  to 
all  military  aid  to  El  Salvador. 

Leaders  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  have  also  ap¬ 
pealed  to  church  members  to  ex¬ 
press  objections  to  the  recent 
killings  and  detentions  of  church 
workers  in  El  Salvador 

Paul  Scotchmer,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Nashville-based 
Presbyterians  for  Democracy  and 
Religious  Freedom,  accused  de¬ 
nominational  leaders  of  unfairly 
siding  with  the  Salvadoran  rebels. 


SAFE  TO  GO  HOME:  United  Meth¬ 
odists  Rodolfo  and  Trinidad  Beltran  plan  to  cele¬ 
brate  Christmas  at  home  in  the  Philippines  with 
some  assurance  of  safety  despite  the  recent  upris¬ 
ing  in  their  country.  Mr.  Beltran  was  in  Atlanta 
Nov.  30  as  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  to  Study  Homosexuality.  That’s  when 
rebels  attempted  to  overthrow  Philippines  Presi¬ 
dent  Corazon  Aquino.  Mr.  Beltran  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  then  that  he  couldn't  go  home  because  of 
previous  threats  against  him  by  anti-Aquino 
forces.  But  he  assured  friends  last  week  that  the 
successful  put-down  of  the  coup  made  it  safe  to  go 
home. 

COMMISSION  PULLS  OUT:  The 

Commission  on  Stewardship  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  voted  to  become  a  sep¬ 
arate  organization  related  to  the  council.  The 
action  represents  a  major  setback  for  the  ecu¬ 
menical  council  as  it  moves  forward  with  a  plan 
to  streamline  and  pull  itself  out  of  a  financial 
tailspin.  The  commission  vote  came  after  the 
NCC  Governing  Board  refused  to  amend  a  reor¬ 
ganization  plan  to  allow  the  Stewardship  Com¬ 
mission  to  stand  as  a  fifth  major  NCC  operating 
unit.  Under  the  approved  plan,  the  commission 
would  be  one  part  of  a  new  operating  unit. 

NO  INSIDE  JOKE:  Visiting  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  1990  British  Methodist  Conference 
in  Cardiff,  Wales,  are  to  sample  the  hospitality 
of  only  those  South  Wales  District  church  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  indoor  plumbing.  Welsh  Meth¬ 
odists  who  live  in  houses  with  outdoor 
lavatories  are  not  being  asked  to  offer  hospital¬ 
ity  and  are  “absolutely  incensed  by  the  deci¬ 
sion.”  Anne  Knighton,  a  former  conference 
official  involved  with  the  hospitality  commit¬ 
tee,  said  outdoor  privies  were  tactfully  excluded 
because  they  didn’t  meet  minimum  standards 
for  comfort  in  housing  conference  participants. 

A  COMMON  CONCERN:  The 

three  United  Methodist  bishops  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  were  among  nine  denominational  leaders 
signing  an  open  letter  to  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Senate  concerning  abortion  last  month.  The  let¬ 
ter  was  sent  before  the  Pennsylvania  legislature 
passed  and  the  governor  signed  a  more  restric¬ 
tive  abortion  law. 

Compiled  from  News  and  Staff  Reports 


UM  family  asks  high  court 
if  daughter  has  right  to  die 


By  B.  DENISE  HAWKINS 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Do  we 
have  a  constitutional  right  to  die? 

That  question  is  now  before 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  a 
case  involving  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  family  from  Missouri. 

The  high  court  heard  opening 
arguments  in  the  case,  Lester  L. 
and  Joyce  Cruzan  vs.  Director 
of  Missouri  Department  of 
Health,  Dec.  6. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cruzan  are 
seeking  to  have  a  feeding  tube 
removed  from  their  comatose 
daughter,  Nancy  Beth  Cruzan, 
now  32. 

Miss  Cruzan  hasn’t  regained 
consciousness  since  an  automo¬ 
bile  accident  nearly  six  years  ago. 

Although  capable  of  breath¬ 
ing  on  her  own,  Miss  Cruzan 
gets  all  of  her  nutrition  and  flu¬ 
ids  through  a  feeding  tube  in¬ 
serted  into  her  stomach. 

Her  parents  say  they  have 
watched  their  daughter  deterio¬ 
rate  into  a  “vegetative  state.” 

The  Missouri  Supreme  Court 
blocked  their  efforts  to  have  the 
feeding  tube  removed. 

The  patient’s  grandmother, 
Constance  Cruzan  of  Carter- 
ville.  Mo.,  said  the  young  wom¬ 
an  had  once  told  a  friend  that 
she  believed  “there  are  worse 
things  than  death,  and  if  I  can¬ 
not  at  least  partially  take  care  of 
myself,  I  do  not  know  if  1  would 
want  to  live.” 

The  Missouri  court  ruled  that 
those  comments  didn’t  provide 
“clear  and  convincing  evidence” 


of  Miss  Cruzan’s  wish  to  die. 

When  the  Cruzans  decided  to 
take  the  case  to  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  they  contacted 
the  Rev.  Tex  Sample,  an  ethi- 
cist  and  professor  at  United 
Methodist-related  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

“I  indicated  to  the  family 
that  their  efforts  were  justi¬ 
fied,”  said  Dr.  Sample,  who  was 
writing  on  death  and  dying  at 
the  time. 

The  right  to  die  is  a  “power¬ 
ful  ethical  issue,”  Dr.  Sample 
said.  The  Cruzan  case  is  an  “in¬ 
stance  when  the  withdrawal  of 
food  and  fluid  is  justifiable  in 
light  of  her  expressed  wishes.” 

To  deny  Miss  Cruzan’s  wish¬ 
es  “constitutes  an  invasion  of 
the  body,”  he  added. 

The  Social  Principles  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church 
speak  to  the  issue  of  death  with 
dignity: 

“We  applaud  medical  science 
for  efforts  to  prevent  disease  and 
illness  and  for  advances  in  treat¬ 
ment  that  extend  the  meaningful 
life  of  human  beings. 

“At  the  same  time,  in  the 
varying  stages  of  death  and  life 
that  advances  in  medical  sci¬ 
ence  have  occasioned,  we  recog¬ 
nize  the  agonizing  personal  and 
moral  decisions  faced  by  the  dy¬ 
ing,  their  physicians,  their  fam¬ 
ilies  and  their  friends. 

“Therefore,  we  assert  the 
right  of  every  person  to  die  in 
dignity,  with  loving  personal 
care  without  efforts  to  prolong 
terminal  illnesses  merely  be¬ 


cause  the  technology  is  avail¬ 
able  to  do  so.” 

Support  for  the  Cruzans  has 
come  from  Carterville  United 
Methodist  Church,  where  they 
are  members,  and  denomination¬ 
wide,  said  Constance  Cruzan. 

In  October  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  filed  a 
friend-of-the-court  brief  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  family. 

Board  staff  member  Donna 
MortonStout  said  the  brief  was 
filed  because  the  family  is  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  and  “because  we 
believe  in  what  they  are  doing.” 

“We  believe  the  case  is  impor¬ 
tant  because  parents  and  legal 
guardians  have  tried  to  make 
best  moral  decisions  possible  in 
the  face  of  state  opposition,”  she 
added.  “We  see  this  as  the 
state’s  trying  to  interfere  with 
their  rights.” 

In  a  letter  shared  with  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  staff 
members,  Lester  Cruzan,  Nan¬ 
cy’s  father,  said  the  family’s  ap¬ 
peal  is  “our  last  hope  of 
achieving  for  Nancy  her  right  to 
be  free  from  a  body  that  no 
longer  serves  her  and  move  on 
to  a  better  life  that  we  know  is 
both  what  she  deserves  and 
what  she  would  want.” 

“We  will  be  eternally  grateful 
to  any  who  can  help  her  achieve 
this  freedom,”  Mr.  Cruzan  wrote. 

Speaking  for  the  family,  Con¬ 
stance  Cruzan  said,  “My  son 
and  his  family  were  really  hap¬ 
py  when  The  United  Methodist 
Church  decided  to  step  in  and 
help.us.” 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE  AVAILABLE  Bristol 
Village,  a  church-affiliated  continuing  care  retire¬ 
ment  community  in  small-town  southern  Ohio,  of¬ 
fers  housing  assistance  to  church  or  human  service 
workers  retiring  on  limited  income.  Limited  funding 
available.  For  eligibility  details,  prospective  appli¬ 
cants  or  nominators  may  write:  Bristol  Village 
Foundation  Housing  Assistance,  Bristol  Village,  1 1 1 
Wendy  Lane,  Waveriy.  OH  45690. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  EXECUTIVE  DIREC¬ 

TOR  of  Missouri  United  Methodist  Foundation. 
Candidates  should  have  solid  religious  foundation 

in  interpersonal,  organizational  and  administrative 
skills.  Applicants  should  have  experience  in  finan¬ 
cial  planning,  business  and  investment  analysis; 
public  relations  and  fundraising  skills.  This  position 
is  responsible  for  the  procurement  of  funds;  com¬ 
plete  management  and  administration  of  the 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU.  GERMANY.  SWIT¬ 

ZERLAND,  Austria.  September  6-19  (ten  seats), 
September  13-26,  June  28-July  1 1  (three).  July  5-18 
six).  S2495.  complete.  Guaranteed  tickets  Passion 

3 lay.  Add-on  options.  Free  brochure.  Experienced 
hosts.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  241  E  3rd  St.,  Media,  PA 
19063.(215)  566-59877 

information  on  the  Foundation  and  its  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  members  and  constituents  across  the  Missou¬ 
ri  area.  Applicants  should  submit  resumes  to:  WH. 
Bates.  Attorney  at  Law,  2345  Grand  Avenue,  26th 
Floor-  Mutual  Benefit  Life  Building.  Kansas  City  . 
MO  64108.  Resumes  will  be  accepted  through  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  1990. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES. 

Full-time  position  in  growing  2500-member  church. 
Coordinate  Sunday  School  and  activities  for  pre¬ 
school  and  elementary  children.  Salary  negotiable. 
Hiring  immediately.  Send  resume  to:  Wynn  McGre¬ 
gor.  West  End  United  Methodist  Church,  2200 
West  End  Ave.,  Nashville,  TN  37203. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/SINGLES  MINIS¬ 

TRIES.  1500-member  growing  suburban  church. 
Salary  commensurate  with  experience.  Resume  to: 
Richard  Jones,  United  Methodist  Church  of  White- 
fish  Bay.  819  E.  Silverspring  Dr  ,  Milwaukee,  W1 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR/Orgamst  need¬ 

ed.  1 700-member  church  in  B  Paso.  Texas.  Coordi¬ 
nate,  conduct  graded  choirs,  handbells.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume:  Don  Foreman,  Trinity-Fust 
UMC,  8 10  N.  Oregon.  B  Paso,  TX  79902. 

53217.  (414)  964-2424. 

DILLON,  COLORADO.  2  BEDROOM,  2  BATH 
Condo  for  lease.  Weekly,  winter,  spnng  summer,  or 
fall.  Call:  (214)  239-506 1 .  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

for  Rutgers  University,  NJ.  Letter  of  application, 
names  and  telephone  numbers  for  three  references 
to:  Dr.  Les  Small.  Dept,  of  Economics,  Cook  Col¬ 
lege,  New  Brunswick.  NJ  08850  by  January  15, 
1990. 

JACKSONVILLE  CAMPUS  MINISTRY  VACAN¬ 
CY.  The  campus  minister  has  responsibility  for  the 
work  of  two  institutions  of  higher  education — 
Jacksonville  University  and  The  University  of 
North  Florida.  Information  may  be  obtained  by  tele¬ 
phone  (904)  744-3466  or  send  resume  c/o:  Search 
Committee,  Jacksonville  Campus  Ministry.  Sam  R. 
Marks  Chapel,  Jacksonville  University, 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  .AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries  needed  for  1600-member  church.  Mini¬ 
mum  3  years  full-time  experience,  mid  20’s  salary 
package.  Immediate  opening.  Contact:  A1  Hammer. 

St.  John’s  UMC.  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Blvd.,  Win¬ 
ter  Haven.  FL  33884. 

Jacksonville,  FL  32211.  Deadline  for  application 
December  31,  1989.  Appointment  effective  June  1, 
1989. 

FOOD  SERVICE  COORDINATOR.  East  Bay 

Camp  and  Retreat  Center.  Bloomington,  IL  S13- 
S  17,000  plus  housing,  utilities,  benefits.  Contact: 
Rex  Hendrix,  P.O.  Box  515,  Bloomington,  IL 

6 1 702-05 1 5.  (309)  828-5092.  Deadline:  January  20. 

TWO  FAMILY  PHYSICIANS  INTERESTED  in 

short-term  missions  opportunities  are  needed  to  join 

with  a  married,  board-certified,  family  physician- 
couple  in  a  growing  medical  practice  with  a  Chris¬ 
tian  atmosphere-  Practice  is  in  a  small  town  in  rural 
New  York  state.  Especially  interested  in  physician(s) 
doing  obstetrics-  Contact:  Dr.  Thomas  Holmes, 
M.D.,  Route  23E  P.O.  Box  311,  Norwich,  NY 

1 3815.  Phone:  (607)  336-6362. 

1 990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY.  Euro¬ 
pean  tours:  July  16-29.  August  14-25.  Confirmed 
tickets.  Host  experienced  12  years.  Write:  Rev. 
Ralph  Lawrence,  4192  Tattenham.  Boise,  ID  83704. 

SUREFIRE  FUND  RAISER!  Youth  groups,  church 
school  classes,  sell  handy  “1990  Pocket  Calendar- 

NEED  COPY  ORIGINAL  "Fun  For  Older  Adults” 
book.  Pay  S 10  and  send  updated  book  when  ready. 
Also,  free  copy  for  your  group’s  name,  special  activi¬ 
ties.  Write  Larry  Eisenberg,  1218  S.  Winston,  Tulsa, 
OK  74112. 

at-a-glance  format,  vinyl  cover,  information  about 
the  church.  You  pay  S2  each  and  sell  for  S3  each. 
Contact:  Order  Department,  P.O.  Box  320,  Nash¬ 
ville.  TN  37202-0320.  Telephone:  (615)  742-5110. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/SINGLES  MINIS¬ 
TRIES.  Church  with  membership  of  1,100  desires 
person  to  direct  youth  and  singles  program  of  a 
growing  active  congregation.  Bachelor’s  degree  and 
appropriate  experience  required.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Garry  Speich,  Hermitage  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  205  Belinda  Drive,  Hermit¬ 
age.  TN  37076. 

NEW  RESOURCE  FOR  ADULT  EDUCATION 

in  your  church.  Quarterly  newsletter  provides  re¬ 
views.  proven  results,  resources.  $10  for  one  year. 
Information  write:  Adult  Connection,  1701  S.  Mays, 
Suite  J-1 86,  Round  Rock,  TX  78664. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  Church. 

Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries.  2200-member  church.  Responsible  for  total 
program  development  and  implementation.  Build¬ 
ing  plans  for  new  Activity  Center  will  provide  facili¬ 
ties  for  an  expanding  youth  program.  Lay  or  or¬ 
dained  person  acceptable.  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience.  Benefits  available.  Resume;  Dr. 
Richard  Yost,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1 10 
E  New  Haven  Ave„  Melbourne,  FL  32901. 

Referral  Service,  Dept.  1 8,  Box  36,  Huntington,  WV 
25706-0036. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Draw¬ 
er  1138,  Waynes ville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067. 
627-9507. 

The  United  Methodist 
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A  WINNING  COMBINATION: 

"Golden  Eagles”  for  excellence  in  motion  pic¬ 
tures  and  videotapes  were  presented  recently  to 
United  Methodists  by  the  Council  on  Interna¬ 
tional  Non-theatrical  Events.  J.  Fred  Rowles,  a 
producer  for  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  received  the  recognition  for  “Love  in  Ac¬ 
tion,”  a  video  commemorating  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief.  Recognized  with  Mr.  Rowles  was 
David  Montanye  of  the  relief  committee  staff. 
Nancy  Montoya,  a  "Catch  the  Spirit”  field  pro¬ 
ducer,  received  an  award  for  a  program  on  Ar¬ 
menia’s  struggle  to  recover  from  its  devastating 
earthquake. 

UPPER  ROOM  PREACHER:  The 

Rev.  William  B.  McClain, 
professor  of  homiletics  at 
United  Methodist-related 
Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Washington,  is  the 
inaugural  preacher  for  an 
Upper  Room  Preaching  Se¬ 
ries  set  for  Jan.  15-17  in 
Nashville.  The  series  is 
sponsored  by  the  popular  William  B.  McClain 
worldwide  daily  devotional  guide  published  by 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship. 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  MINISTRY: 

Personal  and  social  challenges  encountered  by 
Native  Americans  who  move  from  reservations 
to  urban  areas  must  be  met  by  Christian  action 
applicable  to  their  cultural  context.  That’s  what 
nearly  50  United  Methodists  engaged  in  out¬ 
reach  to  Native  Americans  across  the  United 
States  learned  recently.  Cynthia  Kent,  Native 
American  ministries  staff  for  the  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  her  agency  has  targeted  six  U.S. 
cities  with  high  concentrations  of  Native  Amer¬ 
icans  for  intensive  ministry  efforts. 

NOTED  EDUCATOR  DIES:  The 

Rev.  Lewis  Howard  Grimes,  professor  emeritus 
of  religious  education  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  died  Dec.  1 1  at  his  home  in  Dallas. 
Dr.  Grimes  served  the  university  from  1949  to 
1982  and  for  five  years  was  editor  of  the  “Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  Journal.”  He  also 
served  as  minister  of  communications  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  where  he 
was  instrumental  in  beginning  live  telecasts  of 
worship  services.  He  was  a  frequent  author  of 
cjiurchwide  curriculum  materials. 

FOUNDATION  PRESIDENT:  The 

Rev.  John  N.  Flynn  has  bee 
of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  Foundation.  The 
Reporter’s  development 
arm  receives  money  for  a 
new  communications  cen¬ 
ter  and  endowment  fund. 

Mr.  Flynn  joined  the  staff 
of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  in  October  1989 
as  a  marketing  executive.  I»bn  Flynn 
For  six  years  before  that  he  was  president  of 
Children's  World,  a  publishing  and  marketing 
firm  in  Mount  Holly,  N.C.  An  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister,  Mr.  Flynn  has  served  con¬ 
gregations  in  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Mis¬ 
souri,  Texas  and  Washington  state. 

LOCAL  PASTOR  OPTION:  Faced 

with  a  churchwide  shortage  of  clergy  members, 
Spanish-speaking  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  should  consider  the  “local  pastor”  option, 
says  Joaquin  Garcia  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in  Nashville. 
Mr.  Garcia  was  addressing  the  recent  meeting 
of  MARCHA  (Methodists  Associated  Repre¬ 
senting  the  Cause  of  Hispanic  Americans.)  Lo¬ 
cal  pastors,  under  United  Methodist  Church 
law,  are  laypeople  licensed  to  “perform  all  the 
duties  of  a  pastor,  but  they  do  not  have  the 
same  educational  requirements  as  ordained 
ministers.” 

ACCESSIBILITY  GRANTS:  Twenty- 
five  churches  have  received  $500  accessibility 
grants  from  the  United  Methodist  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  this  year.  Applications  are 
being  accepted  through  April  15  for  1990 
grants.  That’s  the  last  year  for  the  accessibility 
grant  program.  More  information  is  available 
from  Susanne  Paul,  Health  and  Welfare  Minis¬ 
tries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  350,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115. 

EARTH  DAY  1990:  The  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  is  asking  each  of 
its  members  to  issue  a  pastoral  letter  in  his  or  her 
episcopal  area  “seeking  commitment  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  congregations  to  study  and  action  re¬ 
garding  the  stewardship  of  God’s  creation.”  The 
council  recommended  such  letters  be  prepared  for 
use  on  or  before  “Earth  Day,”  April  22. 

SOCIAL  JUSTICE  MINISTRY:  Hu¬ 
man  rights,  environment  and  the  economy  will 
be  major  considerations  for  an  estimated  300 
United  Methodists  at  a  national  conference 
Feb.  1-4  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  “Visions  of 
Hope:  Transforming  the  Chaos”  is  the  theme  of 
the  sessions,  sponsored  by  the  churchwide  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Most  of  those 
attending  will  be  representing  annual  confer¬ 
ence  social-justice  ministries. 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 
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Faith  at  work 


DECEMBER  22,  1989 


Retired  Ford  exec  finds  joy  in  helping  others 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

“When  I  come  home  from  be¬ 
ing  with  dying  people,  I  know  I 
should  be  sad  and  depressed.  But 
I’m  trembling  with  joy  that  Jesus 
has  given  me  the  chance  to  help 
these  people.” 

That’s  how  United  Methodist 
layman  Joseph  A.  Kordick  de¬ 
scribes  the  first  1 1  months  of  his 
unusual  retirement. 

Mr.  Kordick  is  the  former 
Ford  Motor  Co.  executive  from 
Michigan.  He  gave  up  that  posi¬ 
tion  a  year  ago  to  become  a  vol¬ 
unteer  helping  terminally  ill 
people  through  the  process  of  dy¬ 
ing  (see  UMR,  Dec.  16,  1988). 

After  Mr.  Kordick  and  his 
wife,  Phyllis,  moved  to  a  new 
home  in  Palm  City,  Fla.,  he  dis¬ 
covered  that  being  a  Hospice  vol¬ 
unteer  didn’t  take  as  much  time 
as  he  expected.  Hospice  is  a  de¬ 
cades-old  movement  through 


which  volunteers  help  terminally 
ill  patients  and  their  families. 

“Sometimes  it  takes  as  little  as 
two  or  three  hours  a  week,  de¬ 
pending  upon  the  needs  of  the 
patient  and  his  or  her  family,” 
Mr.  Kordick  said. 

Gives  speeches  for  Hospice 

Because  he  had  time  avail¬ 
able — and  a  growing  national 
reputation  from  the  publicity 
about  his  early  retirement — Mr. 
Kordick  agreed  to  join  the  Hos¬ 
pice  Inc.  board. 

He  has  become  a  frequent 
speaker  for  Hospice,  receiving  a 
$2,500  honorarium  per  appear¬ 
ance.  He  donates  his  fees  to  the 
organization. 

He  also  volunteers  with  the 
United  Way  and  a  Florida  prison 
ministry.  He  serves  on  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  board  of  his  new 
church  home,  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church,  in  Palm  City. 

His  speeches,  he  said,  are  simple. 


'T’ve  searched  the  Bible  for  1 1 
months,  and  1  haven’t  found  any¬ 
thing  that  contradicts  my  under¬ 
standing  that  loving,  caring  and 
sharing  are  the  ways  to  live  our 
lives,”  said  Mr.  Kordick. 

He  has  embodied  that  belief  in 
his  support  of  the  eight  patients 
he  has  helped  in  those  1  1 
months.  His  most  recent  patient 
was  a  young  man  who  died  from 
AIDS  in  November. 

Church  needs  to  help 

During  his  interview  with  the 
Reporter,  Mr.  Kordick  couldn’t 
suppress  his  indignation  at  the  stig¬ 
ma  surrounding  acquired  immune 
deficiency  syndrome  and  the  ap¬ 
parent  failure  of  churches  to  help 
those  who  suffer  from  the  disease. 

“My  last  patient  died  alone,  ex¬ 
cept  for  me  and  the  family  taking 
care  of  him — and  they  weren’t 
even  his  blood  relatives,”  he  said. 

“I  just  have  to  believe  from 
what  the  Bible  tells  me  that  if  Je- 


joseph  A.  Kordick 
. . .  active  volunteer 


sus  were  here,  he  wouldn’t  be 
judging  people  with  AIDS.  He’d 
be  ministering  to  them!” 

Mr.  Kordick  said  his  faith  has 
led  him  to  believe  that  if  Ameri¬ 
cans  were  to  rethink  their  priori¬ 
ties,  society  would  solve  a  lot  of 


its  problems. 

“We  just  spent  $30  million  to 
see  two  guys  beat  up  on  each  oth¬ 
er,”  Mr.  Kordick  said,  referring 
to  the  super-middleweight  title 
bout  between  “Sugar  Ray”  Leon¬ 
ard  and  Roberto  Duran. 

“Yet  back  in  Florida,  where  I 
work  with  prison  ministries,  we 
can’t  come  up  with  $300,000  to 
build  a  chapel  for  the  prisoners 
to  help  them  break  the  cycle  of 
crime!” 

Mr.  Kordick  said  his  volun- 
teerism  has  earned  him  a  spot 
among  a  dozen  retired  executives 
who  are  to  be  profiled  in  January 
by  the  “Wall  Street  Journal.” 

Of  that  dozen — all  wealthy  for¬ 
mer  executives  who  once  wielded 
considerable  corporate  power — 
only  he  and  two  others  expressed 
satisfaction  with  their  retire¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Kordick  said. 

The  fulfilled  three  are  devoting 
their  retirements  to  the  service  of 
others,  he  explained. 


'Feliz  Navidad' 
comes  to  mission 
from  Illinois  UMs 


CICERO,  111.  — Kim  Gray 
(right)  watches  a  Hispanic 
girl  open  a  coloring  book 
during  the  annual  neighbor¬ 
hood  Christmas  party  at  Cic¬ 
ero  Hispanic  Mission.  Kim  is 
a  member  of  the  youth 
group  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Lombard,  III. 
The  Lombard  youths  and  the 
mission  staff  joined  forces  to 
be  hosts  of  the  party  for  the 
second  consecutive  year. 
More  than  50  children  and 
their  parents  came  for  sing¬ 
ing  led  by  mission  director 
David  Vargas.  The  party- 
goers  also  decorated  a 
Christmas  tree  donated  by 
the  United  Methodist  Men, 
youths  and  Boy  Scouts  of  Li- 
bertyville  (III.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


NORTHERN  ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 
BY  OANA  E.  IONES 


Holiday  play  reflects  real  life 


GERMANTOWN,  Tenn  — 
One  opening  night  wasn’t 
enough  for  the  new  600-capaci¬ 
ty  Life  Enrichment  Center  at 
Germantown  United  Methodist 
Church. 

It  took  three — two  originally 
scheduled  and  one  added  after 
the  first  two  sold  out — at  this 
2,200-member  suburban  Mem¬ 
phis  church. 

The  attraction?  An  original 
hourlong  Christmas  musical 
with  a  combined  cast  and  crew 
of  250. 

Church  member  Jackie  Ross 
Flaum,  an  author  and  speech- 
writer,  and  the  church’s  director 


of  music  and  fine  arts,  James 
Thrash  Jr.,  collaborated  on  the 
production. 

“Only  a  Christmas  Play”  is 
the  name.  It’s  about  a  small 
congregation  coerced  into  doing 
a  Christmas  play  by  a  woman 
who  then  never  shows  up  to  do 
any  of  the  work. 

Mrs.  Flaum  says  the  story  is 
loosely  based  on  an  experience 
she  had  while  she  was  religion, 
general  assignment  and  educa¬ 
tion  reporter  for  “The  Hartford 
Courant”  in  Connecticut. 

Top-level  talent  marked  all 
echelons  of  the  production.  Mr. 
Thrash  is  a  graduate  of  Eastman 


School  of  Music  in  Rochester, 
N.Y.,  and  the  play’s  director, 
Shirley  Gee,  taught  children’s 
theater  and  drama  for  more 
than  10  years  in  Dallas. 

The  Rev.  J.  Donald  Moore- 
head,  the  senior  pastor,  said, 
“It’s  unusual  for  a  church  to 
have  on  staff  and  in  the  congre¬ 
gation  people  talented  enough  to 
write  an  original  musical  of  this 
quality.” 

As  soon  as  the  three  perfor¬ 
mances  ended,  the  new  life-en¬ 
richment  center  reverted  to  its 
more  typical  uses.  Those  in¬ 
volve  basketball  courts,  crafts 
rooms  and  a  kitchen. 


Caring  efforts  warm  needy  hands 


The  cold  hands  of  the  home¬ 
less  around  Las  Vegas,  Nev., 
are  being  warmed  by  the  caring 
of  a  United  Methodist  laywom- 
an. 

Pat  Robinson,  a  member  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Las  Vegas,  was 


A  United  Methodist  teen¬ 
ager  is  letting  readers  of  a  Flori¬ 
da  newspaper  know  what’s 
going  on  with  young  people. 

Rob  Bruce,  15,  son  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  G.  Bruce 
Jr.  of  Ortega,  Fla.,  is  one  of  two 
new  youth  columnists  for  the 
“Jacksonville  Times-Union.” 

Rob’s  father  is  pastor  of  Orte¬ 
ga  United  Methodist  Church. 

Rob  alternates  Saturday  col¬ 
umn  space  with  fellow  writer 
Julie  Ward,  also  15  and  a  class¬ 
mate  at  Stanton  College  Prepa¬ 
ratory  School. 

In  his  first  column  Oct.  28,  he 
introduced  himself  as  an  active 
United  Methodist  youth  whose 
favorite  high  school  subject  is 
band  (he’s  a  drummer)  and 


moved  by  a  sermon  last  year  to 
help  serve  Christmas  dinner  at 
a  local  mission. 

While  giving  dinners  to  needy 
people,  she  noticed  how  cold 
their  hands  were. 

“She  said  she  was  so  upset  by 
it  she  cried  all  the  way  home,” 


whose  favorite  sport  is  water- 
skiing. 

His  third  column  Nov.  25 
compared  the  opening  of  East 
Germany’s  borders  with  the 
freedom  enjoyed  by  Americans. 

“So,  what  do  you  think  about 
your  freedom?”  Rob  wrote. 
“Do  you  take  it  for  granted? 
Don’t  forget  how  lucky  we  are 
that  we  don’t  have  to  crawl  over 
any  walls  or  go  over  any  borders 
or  start  a  new  life  in  another 
country  to  be  free.” 

The  budding  journalist  has 
set  his  sights  on  a  marketing  de¬ 
gree  from  Florida  State  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  wants  eventually  to 
have  “a  steady  job  in  Colora¬ 
do"  while  also  working  as  a 
free-lance  writer. 


wrote  Rita  McClain  Isom  in  the 
Desert-Southwest  conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 

Shortly  thereafter  Ms.  Robin¬ 
son  put  a  notice  in  her  church’s 
bulletin  asking  for  donations  of 
money,  yarn  and  gloves.  Thus 
was  born  "Hats  and  Hands.” 

Over  the  past  year  “Hats  and 
Hands”  has  grown  to  encompass 
volunteer  knitters  in  retirement 
homes,  nursing  homes,  and 
members  of  Roman  Catholic, 
Lutheran  and  Episcopal 
churches  as  well  as  other  United 
Methodist  congregations. 

Ms.  Robinson  distributed 
more  than  500  hats  and  pairs  of 
gloves  to  families  who  came  to 
the  mission  for  Thanksgiving 
dinner  this  year. 

In  January  she  is  to  chair  a 
meeting  at  Trinity  UMC  to  or¬ 
ganize  knitters  on  a  year-round 
basis. 

Ironically,  the  woman  who 
began  it  all  won’t  be  among 
those  who  craft  the  hats  and 
gloves.  Ms.  Robinson  has  ar¬ 
thritis  and  can’t  knit. 

But  that  hasn’t  deterred  her 
from  making  sure  that  the  cold 
hands  of  the  homeless  are 
warmed  by  love. 


People  called 
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Grower  sells  trees 
' to  make  a  difference ' 


Dave  Wilson  doesn’t  just  sell 
Christmas  trees.  He  uses  them  to 
make  the  world  a  better  place. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  member  of  St. 
Andrew  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Carol  Stream,  Ill. 

For  27  years  he  has  sold  trees 
wholesale  from  the  Christmas  tree 
farms  he  owns  and  manages  to  sev¬ 
en  metropolitan  Chicago  YMCAs 
and  four  churches. 

He  doesn’t  sell  his  trees  to  for- 
profit  corporations. 

“About  $2  million  of  sales  has 
been  made  from  the  trees  I’ve 
sold,"  Mr.  Wilson  told  the  North¬ 
ern  Illinois  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter. 

“That  money  has  been  used  for 
sending  kids  to  camp,  for  parent- 
child  programs  that  have  to  do  with 
kids  being  out  in  nature,  and  to 
send  kids  on  mission  trips.” 

One  of  Mr.  Wilson’s  clients  is  Li- 
bertyville  (Ill.)  United  Methodist 
Church.  Its  pastor,  the  Rev.  James 
B.  McDonald,  estimated  that  sales 
from  this  year’s  stock  of  600  trees 
will  bring  in  about  $  1 3,000. 

Proceeds  are  to  be  given  to  the 
church  youth  group  for  a  mission  trip 
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"Selling  Christmas 
trees  is  a  way  to  give 
people  an  opportunity 
to  sell  a  product  and 
make  a  profit  that  can 
go  back  to  nature." 

— Dave  Wilson 

to  South  Carolina;  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  to  renovate  the  church’s 
kitchen  and  to  the  Boy  Scout  troop 
sponsored  by  the  church. 

One  of  Mr.  Wilson’s  trees,  howev¬ 
er,  went  straight  to  mission.  It  was 
given  to  Cicero  Hispanic  Mission 
for  a  children’s  Christmas  party. 

Mr.  Wilson  said,  “We  can  use  our 
resources  to  make  a  difference  in 
the  world.  Selling  Christmas  trees  is 
a  way  to  give  people  an  opportunity 
to  sell  a  product  and  make  a  profit 
that  can  go  back  to  nature.” 


Position  Available 

CONTROLLER,  California-Pacific  Annu¬ 
al  Conference.  A  degree  in  accounting 
preferred.  Supervisory,  fund  accounting 
and  computer  experience  needed.  Send 
resume  by  January  15,  1990  to:  Confer¬ 
ence  Treasurer,  472  E.  Colorado 
Blvd.,  P.O.  Box  6006,  Pasadena,  CA 
91102.  For  job  description  and  require¬ 
ments  call  (818)  796-6607. 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


IS  YOUR  CHURCH  STILL 

WISHIN’ 

MISSION? 


You  can  make  that  wish  a  reality!  Educate 
for  mission  with  a  subscription  to  the  award¬ 
winning  mission  magazine  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  -  NOW  WOPld  QlltlOOk  • 


You'll  find: 

•  Mission  news  from  the  United  States  and 
over  70  countries  around  the  world; 

•  Stories  about  how  lives  are  being 
changed; 

•  Bible  studies  that  explore  mission  and 
evangelism; 

•  Answers  to  questions  about  mission. 

It's  bargain-priced,  at  only  $1 1 .00  for  six  colorful 


New  World  Outlook 

Service  Center 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
7820  Reading  Road  /  Caller  No.  1 800 
Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800 
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BROWING 

A  New  Beginning 


We  are  interesting  creatures.  Habit  and  routine  are  so  important  to 
us.  We  even  do  things  certain  ways  even  when  we  would  rather  change. 
St.  Paul  said,  “I  do  not  do  the  good  I  want,  but  the  evil  I  do  not  want  is 
what  I  do.”  (Romans  7:19) 

So  we  need  those  times  when  we  look  at  ourselves  in  the  mirror, 
imagine  the  new  “me”,  know  that  God’s  grace  is  already  accepting  us 
as  we  are,  and  then  set  to  work  making  changes.  The  new  year  is  such  a 
time. 

This  is  it!  The  (pounds,  habit,  addiction,  nasty  disposition,  etc.)  must 
go!  It's  time  —  past  time.  It  may  even  be  a  matter  of  life  or  death,  or  at 
least  high  quality  life  vs.  low  quality  life. 

Resolutions  are  made.  Black-eyed  peas  and  hog  jowl  (or  whatever  the 
tradition  is)  are  eaten  to  assure  good  health  and  prosperity,  and  the 
new  year  comes  to  us  like  a  wide  open  door  into  an  unsoiled  future. 

I  remember  those  precious  times  of  my  childhood  when  I  would  wake 
up  on  a  winter  morning,  look  outside,  and  discover  the  ground  covered 
with  snow.  With  eagerness  I  would  dress  and  step  outside  making  the 
first  tracks  of  the  fresh  day. 

New  beginnings  —  fresh  tracks  —  are  important  to  us  all.  As  we 
start  the  new  year,  I  urge  you  to  remember  three  truths: 

1.  God  forgives  us  past  and  stands  ready  to  walk  with  us  into  the 
future  year. 

2.  Chances  are,  the  new  year  will  soon  find  us  burdened  down 
with  all  the  baggage  of  yesterday.  Many  of  our  resolutions  will 
fall  by  the  wayside.  When  that  happens,  God  still  loves  us.  The 
problem  is  in  loving  ourselves  and  each  other. 

3.  God  has  instilled  within  us  a  special  grace  that  pushes  us  con¬ 
tinually  to  be  our  higher  and  better  selves.  And  the  future  is 
still  open  to  that  possibility! 

May  God’s  richest  blessing  be  upon  you  as  you  enter  a  wholly  new 
totally  unused  1990.  You  get  to  make  the  first  tracks  of  the  day. 
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Charter  Sunday  Observed  At  Asbury 

KM 


Sunday,  November  5,  the  congre¬ 
gation  of  the  new  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bossier  City 
celebrated  Charter  Sunday.  Over 
200  worshippers  gathered  for  this 
special  worship  service. 

“The  level  of  excitement  has  been 
very  high  as  new  families  from  the 
community  have  joined  this 
church,”  said  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun, 
pastor.  He  said  that  the  church’s 
building  committee  is  in  place  and 
has  begun  its  work.  Early  1990  is  a 
possible  date  for  the  groundbreak¬ 
ing  ceremony  for  the  first  unit. 
“The  people  of  Asbury  are  also  de¬ 
termined  to  be  known  for  their  mis¬ 
sion  concerns  and  outreach  minis¬ 
try,”  said  Rev.  Hilbun.  Already  the 
church  has  service  projects  in  place 
and  such  projects  will  be  undertak¬ 
en  before  the  church  building  is 
completed. 

Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  Conference  Di¬ 
rector  of  Church  Extension  and  Re- 
vitalization,  was  present  and 
brought  greetings  to  the  new  church 
family.  “Few  people  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  being  charter  members 
of  the  new  congregation,”  said  Dr. 
Cottrill.  He  went  on  to  say,  "The 
Louisiana  Conference  is  proud  to 


assist  the  new  Asbury  Church  and 
other  congregations  in  chartering 
for  future  ministry,  and  we  antici¬ 
pate  that  Asbury  will  provide  many 
opportunities  of  Christian  service 
to  its  members  both  now  and  in  the 
future.” 

Shreveport  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton  also  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  service  and 
officially  declared  the  Charter 
Membership  of  Asbury  UMC  open. 
The  charter  will  remain  open  for 
one  year,  and  all  persons  uniting 
with  the  church  during  that  period 
of  time  will  become  charter  mem¬ 
bers.  Approximately  245  persons 
have  signed  the  charter  thus  far. 

Services  are  being  conducted 
temporarily  at  Bossier  Parish  Com¬ 
munity  College  each  Sunday  at 
10:45  a.m.  Plans  are  being  made  to 
construct  a  new  facility  on  15  acres 
of  property  located  on  Airline  Drive 
north  of  1-220  bypass. 

The  present  Bob  Lay  Memorial 
1000  Club  Call  has  been  designated 
for  the  Asbury  Church.  Those  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  1000  Club  will  have 
the  assurance  of  knowing  that  they 
had  a  part  in  helping  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  this  new  church. 


SIGNING  CHARTER  —  Approximately  245  persons  have  signed  the 
Charter  for  Asbury  UMC  at  the  present  time. 


jan.  8-11,  1990 


Congress  On  Evangelism  Scheduled 


"Grace  Upon  Grace  —  A  Vision 
for  the  Local  Church”  is  the  theme 
for  the  1990  United  Methodist 
Church  Congress  on  Evangelism 
which  will  take  place  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania  January  8-11,  1 990. 

Guest  speaker  Joe  Harding  has 
been  a  local  pastor  and  district  su¬ 
perintendent  in  the  Pacific- North¬ 
west  Conference.  He  was  appointed 
to  the  Central  United  Protestant 
Church  in  Richland,  Washington. 
Under  his  creative  leadership  the  church 
became  a  dynamic  model  of  Church 
Growth.  In  1986  he  joined  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  as  a  di¬ 
rector  of  Growth  Ministries.  He  has 
founded  and  developed  the  ‘‘Growth 
Plus”  ministries  and  now  as  Assist¬ 
ant  General  Secretary  of  Evangelism, 
he  will  lead  those  present  Wednes¬ 
day  evening  on  their  first  view  of 
“Vision  2000.” 

Hugh  D.  Crocker  is  presently 
Pastor  of  Baldwin  Community 


UMC  in  Pittsburg.  He  has  served 
several  churches  in  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  his  conference  as  a 
District  Superintendent  and  as 
chairman  of  the  Conference  Board 
of  Evangelism.  He  will  serve  as 
Proclamation  and  Witness  Speaker 
Wednesday  afternoon. 

Garden  City  United  Methodist 
Singers  will  present  a  program  enti¬ 
tled  “Conversion  Experience  Pre¬ 
sented  in  Music  and  Dramatic 
Images.”  To  reach  new  people  with 
the  Good  News  of  the  Gospel  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  they  seek  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  images,  words  and  songs 
that  will  appeal  to  Christian  and 
non-Christians  alike.  Their  presen¬ 
tation  Wednesday  seeks  to  relate  to 
the  present  day  hunger  throughout 
our  society  for  an  “experience  of 
God’s  presence  and  power.”  David 
Keller  is  the  Pastor  of  Garden  City 
Church. 

Jack  Patterson  is  the  President  of 


the  Council  of  Evangelism  and  is  a 
local  church  pastor  in  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  former  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  in  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference  and  has 
accepted  leadership  in  many 
preaching  experiences  at  home  and 
abroad.  He  will  lead  in  a  Love  Feast 
at  the  opening  service  Monday  af¬ 
ternoon.  The  experience  will  be  in 
the  Wesleyan  tradition  featuring 
music,  testimony,  scripture  and 
prayer. 

Wesley  Putnam  is  now  President 
of  the  National  Association  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Evangelists 
(NAUME)  and  his  ministry  as  an 
evangelist  covers  a  wide  scope  of 
ministries.  He  is  an  evangelistic 
preacher,  a  dramatist  and  an  ac¬ 
complished  songwriter,  recording 
artist  and  musician.  On  Thursday 
afternoon  he  will  give  one  of  his 
dramatic  presentations.  He  also  will 
serve  as  the  pianist  for  this  Con- 


Around  The  Conference 


*  —  ^ 

RECENT  VISIT  —  Pictured  are  Congressman  Richard  Baker,  left, 
and  Bishop  William  B.  Oden.  The  two  meet  while  the  congressman 
was  in  Baton  Rouge. 

- - - 

V  ,A 


HAPPY  OCCASION  —  Shown  during  the  reception  for  Asbury 
UMC  are  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun,  pastor.  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton,  Shreveport 
District  Superintendent,  and  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  Conference  Director 
of  Church  Extension  and  Revitalization.  . 


gress  on  Evangelism. 

Other  speakers  will  travel  from 
places  such  as,  Houston,  Texas,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  and  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

During  the  meeting  of  the  Con¬ 
gress  on  Evangelism,  groups  such  as 
Growth  Plus  consultants.  New  Life 
Missioners,  Lay  Witness  Mission 
leaders,  new  church  pastors  and 
conference  persons  in  charge  of  new 
church  development,  conference 
evangelism  chairpersons  or  leaders 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  meet 
and  share  ideas  and  resources. 

The  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ships  offers  2.0  CEU’s  to  full  partici¬ 
pants  only,  beginning  with  the 
evening  service  Monday  and  in¬ 
cluding  all  sessions  through  Thurs¬ 
day  evening  worship.  The  cost  of 
certification  and  processing  CEU 
credit  is  $2  per  person.  For  further 
information  write:  Congress  on 
Evangelism,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37202-0840. 


January  Conference  Calendar 

6  South  Louisiana  District  Laity  Planning  and  Training 

Retreat,  University  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  9:00  a.m. 

9  Vision  2000  Committee,  Headquarters  Building,  Noon 

13  CCYM  Meeting,  Ingleside  Church.  Baton  Rouge,  9:00 

a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

13  Task  Group  for  UMW  1990  Annual  Meeting,  First 
Church,  Moore 

13-15  Cabinet  Retreat 

14  Human  Relations  Day 

15  BOM  Com.  on  Trng.  &  Orders:  Deadline  for  District 
Committee  Recommendations  for  Probationary  Mem¬ 
bership 

16-17  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Annual  Assembly, 
Sheraton  Pierremont  Hotel,  Shreveport 

16- 19  Audit  Week 

17- 21  National  Assoc,  of  Conference  Council  Directors.  San 

Diego,  CA 

18  Bishop’s  Initiative  Advisory  Committee,  Headquarters 

Building,  Noon-2:00  p.m. 

1 8- 20  Louisiana  Conference  Ashram.  Holiday  Inn,  Ruston 

1 9- 20  “My  Job  T raining,”  Baton  Rouge  District 

20  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Congress  Planning  Commit¬ 

tee  for  United  Methodist  Men,  Hamilton  Hall,  Centenary 
College,  10:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

20  Don  Griggs  Teacher  Training  —  New  Orleans  District 

21-23  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Monroe  District 

24- 25  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 

25  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Headquarters  Building, 

1 1:00  a.m. 

25  Crosslines  Board  Meeting,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
3:00  p.m. 

25- 26  Convocation  of  Boards,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

25-26  BOM  Com.  on  Trng.  &  Orders:  Convocation  of  Boards 

Update  list  of  Seminary  students  given  to  D.S. 

26  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

26  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  First  Church,  Baton 

Rouge 

28  UMW  Sunday 

28-30  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Acadiana  District 


Dr.  Cook  Receives  Weiss  Award 


Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  Dil¬ 
lard  University  President,  was  one 
of  three  prominent  New  Orleans 
citizens  who  was  recently  named  as 
the  recipient  of  the  prestigious 
Weiss  award.  This  award  is  present¬ 
ed  for  outstanding  contributions  in 
the  field  of  human  relations. 

Dr.  Cook,  along  with  the  other 
honorees,  was  presented  his  award 
during  the  36th  Annual  Weiss 
Awards  Dinner  which  was  held  at 
the  New  Orleans  Hilton  Riverside 
and  Towers. 

Dr.  Cook  is  the  first  black  presi¬ 


dent  of  the  Southern  Political  Sci¬ 
ence  Association.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Duke  University  and  the  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Center  for  Non-vio¬ 
lent  Social  Change.  The  Dillard 
president  was  appointed  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Carter  to  the  National  Council 
on  the  Humanities. 

The  Weiss  dinner  is  the  principal 
fund  raising  event  for  the  educa¬ 
tional  and  human  relations  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  National  Conference 
of  Christians  and  Jews.  Greater 
New  Orleans  Region. 


LIFE-TIME  MEMBER  —  Maplewood  UMC  in  Sulphur  recently 
awarded  a  life-time  membership  to  Sidney  Nolan,  a  long  time  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church.  Shown  are  I.  to.  r.  Ted  Spell,  President  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  UMM,  Gene  Allen,  Lay  Leader  for  Maplewood  (also 
a  life-time  member),  and  Mr.  Nolan.  Rev.  Howard  B.  Chiles  is  pastor. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  display  Dr.  Cook's  prestigious  award  during  the 
36th  Testimonial  Dinner  in  New  Orleans  which  took  place  recently 
at  the  Hilton  Riverside  and  Towers. 
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Editorial, 


us  trends  of  1980s  will  have  lasting  impact? 


\  dec  Si 

Have  you  noticed?  A  familiar  media  rit¬ 
ual  is  in  full  swinfc:  enrfr-ojRigfUflt  lfcj&JuJL 

Look  for  this  Weai*?  ntuaL— listings  -at 
The  Best,  The  Mfcst,  TJdttShsesfciW:  CVhr 
abound.  After  all.'midnight,  De£_3-UJS-rhe 
end  not  merely  of  1 9OTbut  of  the  1 980s. 

Religious  faith,  as  a  reality  that  per¬ 
vades  all  of  life,  merits  its  own  list.  Others 
will  propose  lists  of  “the  top  10  religious 
news  stories  of  the  80s.”  But  another  type 
of  list  is  needed. 

News  of  the  day  is  often  more  sensational 
than  of  lasting  significance.  A  more  valu¬ 
able  end-of-the-80s  summary,  in  our  view, 
will  answer  the  question:  "What  religious 
trends  aid  developments  during  the  1980s 
will  havi  lasting  impact  and  implications 
for  the  1990s  and  beyond?" 

Our  list  in  response  to  that  question  fol¬ 
lows.  We  invite  you  or  any  church  group  of 
which  you  are  a  part  to  discuss,  supplement, 
challenge  or  otherwise  amend  our  list. 

If  you  would  like  to  share  your  conclu¬ 
sions  with  other  UMR  readers,  send  them 
along  with  a  brief  rationale  to:  List,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

■  Powerful  examples  of  Christian  witness 
show  our  faith’s  contemporary  vitality  and 
relevance  in  a  predominantly  secular  world. 

One  of  the  80s’  most  powerful  Christian 
witnesses  was  an  act  of  forgiveness  by 
Pope  John  Paul 
II.  In  1981,  the 
pope  and  two 
others  were 
shot  and  seri¬ 
ously  wounded 
by  Mehmet  Ali 
Agca,  an  es¬ 
caped  Turkish 
murderer.  After  PoPe  l0*1"  Paul 11 
Mr.  Agca  was  convicted  of  the  crime  and 
sentenced  to  an  Italian  prison,  the  pope 
visited  his  assailant  and  forgave  him  for 
the  attack. 

This  event  and  other  less  dramatic  exam¬ 
ples — like  our  missionaries’  ongoing  work 
among  impoverished  people  overseas  and  in 
this  country  and  the  stubborn  survival  of 
Christians  in  repressive  societies  like  those 
in  China  and  Poland — points  both  to  the 
great  meaning  and  to  the  high  cost  of  an¬ 
swering  Jesus’  call  to  "follow  me.” 


Concern  escalates  about  church  member- 
skip  decline  in  the  United  States.  And 

rmhtly  so.  Since  the  mid-1960s,  main- 
sfl 


UM  Membership 


Since 

earn  Protes- 
.lanljchurches  in 
the  United 
States  have 
steadily  lost 
membership. 

The  United 
Methodist 
Church  has  not 

shown  numeri-  '80s  UM  membership 
cal  growth  during  any  year  since  its  forma¬ 
tion  in  1968.  Among  others,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A.,  has  experi¬ 
enced  even  more  precipitous  losses. 

However,  a  landmark  study,  “Mainline 
Religion  in  America”  by  sociologists 
Wade  Clark  Roof  and  William  McKinney 
ends  the  ’80s  on  an  encouraging  note:  De¬ 
cline  isn’t  inevitable  if  churches  reclaim 
their  spiritual  heritage  and  tajce  seriously 
the  need  to  grow. 

Steady  expansion  of  United  Methodist 
membership  overseas,  particularly  Africa, 
underscores  this  point. 

■  Religion  becomes  more  recognized  as  a 
vital  factor  in  secular  events.  Stories  with 
religious  angles  moved  with  regularity 
from  the  “church  page”  onto  the  news 
pages  of  daily  newspapers  during  the 
1980s.  Mainstream  religious  leaders  fre¬ 
quently  were  quoted  as  taking  strong  posi¬ 
tions  on  public  issues. 

At  the  same  time,  a  new  force  gained  in¬ 
fluence  during  the  early  1980s:  “the  reli¬ 
gious  new  right” — a  political  movement 
led  by  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  that  fused  re¬ 
ligious  and  political  conservatism.  That 
movement’s  influence  waned  as  the  de¬ 
cade  wore  on. 

Not  all  news  about  religion  is  compli¬ 
mentary.  When  prominent  media  minis¬ 
ters  became  involved  in  scandals,  doubts 
were  raised  about  the  integrity  of  all  reli¬ 
gious  leaders.  Religion  also  was  portrayed 
as  a  motivating  factor  in  the  hate-filled 
leadership  of  Moslem  fundamentalists 
such  as  Iran’s  Ayatollah  Khomeini. 

During  the  late  ’80s,  controversies  in¬ 
volving  a  film,  “The  Last  Temptation  of 
Christ,”  and  a  novel,  “The  Satanic 
Verses,”  also  gained  front-page  headlines. 

On  the  plus  side,  we  have  come  to  see  the 


inclusion  of  religion  and  Christian  values  as 
an  integral  part  of  public  discourse.  But  we, 
as  Christians,  often  have  presented  a  very 
divided  witness  in  the  process.  As  the  de¬ 
cade  ends,  it  is  difficult  to  locate  dominant 
religious  figures  in  the  United  States. 

■  United  Methodists  steer  a  tricky  middle 
course  in  revising  the  denomination’s  doc¬ 
trinal  statement.  Like  most  churches,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  was  strongly  influenced  by 
secular  developments  during  the  1980s  and 
was  seen  by  many  as  a  church  that  had  lost 
its  unique  identity.  The  underlying  issue 
was  how  we  regard  and  use  the  Bible.  The 
problem  was  how  to  affirm  the  primacy  of 
Scripture  without  succumbing  to  a  narrow, 
fundamentalist  approach. 

The  church’s  highest  legislative  body,  the 
1988  General  Conference,  adopted  a  re¬ 
vised  theological  statement  that  reaffirms 
Scripture  as  the  “primary  source  and  crite¬ 
rion  for  Christian  doctrine,”  but  says  Scrip¬ 
ture  must  be  viewed  in  relationship  to 
Christian  tradition,  experience  and  reason. 


■  Church  leaders  exhibit  a  fresh  commit¬ 
ment  to  providing  spiritual  and  moral  lead¬ 
ership  for  both  church  and  society.  The 

United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  like 
its  Roman  Catholic  counterparts,  pro¬ 
duced  an  impressive  docu¬ 
ment  opposing  nuclear 
weapons  on  religious 
grounds. 

Church  leaders  world¬ 
wide  have  taken  the  lead 
in  pressuring  governments 
to  impose  economic  sanc¬ 
tions  against  South  Africa 
as  a  way  to  end  that  coun¬ 
try’s  policy  of  racial  dis¬ 
crimination. 

As  the  1980s  end,  United  Methodism’s 
bishops  have  named  one  of  their  own  to 
provide  concentrated  leadership  in  the  war 
on  drugs.  He  contends  that  drug  abuse  can 
be  dealt  with  effectively  only  when  it  is 
seen  as  a  spiritual  problem. 

■  Growing  struggles  with  human  sexuality 
issues  create  tensions.  The  most  heated  de¬ 
bate  in  most  denominations,  including 
United  Methodism,  during  the  1980s  has 
focused  on  questions  related  to  homosex- 


Bishops'  seal 


uality,  including  whether  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals  should  be  ordained.  Studies 
undertaken  during  the  1980s  promise  to 
foster  continued  discussion  of  issues 
around  homosexuality  during  the  1990s. 

Meanwhile,  the  church  also  struggles  with 
the  lasting  impact  of  the  sexual  revolution. 

As  women  continue  to  strive  for  equality  in 
society,  churches  are  confronted  with  a  vast  „ 
array  of  issues — often  tagged  “family  is- 
sues” — that  relate  to  human  sexuality:  abor¬ 
tion,  child  care,  the  trauma  of  divorce  that 
leads  to  impoverished  single-parent  families 
headed  by  women,  and  the  difficulty  of 
teaching  children,  teen-agers  and  adults  how 
to  respect  and  use  human  sexuality  as  a 
good  gift  from  God. 


no  longer  stimulate  much  enthusiasm. 


■  AIDS  poses  massive,  long-term  chal¬ 
lenge  to  church’s  ministry.  The  worldwide 
pandemic  of  acquired  immune  deficiency 
syndrome  con¬ 
fronts  the 
Christian  com- 
with 

_ __gfj 

reach  out  to 
"modern-day 
lepers”:  people 
with  AIDS. 

Criticized  for 


■  Inclusive  language  sparks  heated  but 
fruitful  debate  about  the  nature  of  God  and 
of  language  about  God.  Another  volatile  is¬ 
sue  of  the  1980s  was  an  emphasis  on  using 
language  in  worship  and  church  literature 
that  avoids  a  masculine  bias.  Debate  con¬ 
tinues  as  churches  adjust  to  the  incorpora¬ 
tion  of  inclusive  language  into  a  new 
hymnal  and  other  materials. 

The  debate’s  intensity  appears  to  be  di¬ 
minished  but  it  has  had  a  transforming  in¬ 
fluence  on  how  Christians  talk  about  God 
and  how  we  relate  images  of  God  to  hu¬ 
man  relationships,  particularly  relation¬ 
ships  between  men  and  women. 

■  The  ecumenical  movement  makes  quiet 
but  solid  strides.  Among  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  religious  events  of  the  1 980s  was  com- 
pletion  of  a  study  known  as  B-E-M: 
“Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry.”  This 
World  Council  of  Churches’  document,  re¬ 
leased  in  1982,  resulted  from  50  years’ 
study  of  key  points  of  Christian  doctrine 
around  which  churches  can  seek  unity.  It 
showed  that  substantial  agreement  on  his¬ 
torically  divisive  issues  is  possible. 

Cordial  relationships  between  two  end-of- 
the-’80s  ecumenical  missions  conferences — 
one  rooted  in  a  social  justice  emphasis,  the 
other  in  an  emphasis  on  evangelism — create 
hopes  for  greater  unity  of  witness  among 
Christians  during  the  coming  decade. 

At  the  same  time,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  experienced  serious  losses  of  sup¬ 
port  and  influence  during  the  decade,  and  ef¬ 
forts  to  promote  structural  union  of  churches 


Part  of  AIDS  'Names'  quilt 

their  slowness  in  responding  to  that  chal¬ 
lenge,  an  increasing  number  of  churches 
are  beginning  to  speak  out  against  AIDS’ 
stigma  and  to  foster  ministries  that  sup¬ 
port  both  people  who  live  with — and  die 
from — AIDS  and  their  loved  ones  and 
friends.  How  compassionately  and  effec-  • 
tively  the  church  responds  to  the  AIDS  cri  ¬ 
sis  is  likely  to  be  a  test  of  its  credibility 
well  into  the  next  decade. 

■  The  church  is  still  attempting  to  learn  to 

use  TV  effectively.  Independent  evangelists 
have  made  the  most  successful  use  of  tele-  - 
vision  for  religious  purposes.  But  “the 
electronic  church”  impact  waned  consid¬ 
erably  following  scandals  involving  several 
well-known  evangelists. 

Meanwhile,  mastery  of  television  as  a  me-  • 
dium  for  ministry  continues  to  elude  main¬ 
stream  churches.  But  not  for  lack  of  effort. 

United  Methodists  launched  and  then 
dropped  a  $25  million  campaign  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  "national  television  presence  and 
ministry”  via  a  proposed  purchase  of  a 
network-affil-iated  TV  station.  In  its  place 
as  the  80s  ended  was  a  weekly  cable-dis- 
tributed  magazine-format  program, 
“Catch  the  Spirit.” 

Southern  Baptists  started  a  cable  net¬ 
work  that  at  first  showed  promise  but  then 
faltered.  During  the  late  ’80s,  an  interfaith 
satellite  network — VISN — has  taken  steps 
toward  making  alternative  religious  pro¬ 
gramming  available  via  cable.  But  its  audi¬ 
ence  and  impact  remain  limited. 

As  the  90s  begin,  how  to  use  our  centu- ' 
ry’s  most  powerful  communications  medi¬ 
um  as  an  effective  tool  for  Christian 
outreach  remains  an  unmet  challenge  for 
most  churches.  ~ 


v 

■■ 

- 

My  Witness  — 

/  hope  that  my  words  helped  to  tumble  walls 


By  ROBERT  C.  MORWEIL 

“It’s  a  very  American  sermon,” 
Helmuth  wryly  observed. 

My  message,  “With  God,  All 
Things  Are  Possible,”  was  to  be  de¬ 
livered  to  about  500  people  at  a 
youth  rally  during  the  1988  Annual 
Conference  in  Plauen,  East  Germa¬ 
ny  (German  Democratic  Republic). 

Helmuth  Seifert,  my  host,  friend, 
and  pastor  of  the  Bethesda  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Leipzig,  was 
translating  my  sermon  when  he 
made  his  comment. 

He  didn’t  have  to  say  anything 
more.  I  understood  what  he  meant. 

During  my  three  weeks  as  a  guest 
ofThe  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  German  Democratic  Republic 
(East  Germany),  I  had  learned 
much  about  life  under  the  totalitar¬ 
ian  rule  of  a  Stalinist  government. 

Even  conversation  seemed  tenta¬ 
tive  and  guarded.  The  words  “per¬ 
haps,"  “maybe,”  “impossible,”  and 
“not  permitted”  insinuated  them¬ 
selves  into  every  conversation 
about  the  political  and  social  life  of 
East  Germany  in  1 988. 

It  was  a  place  where  anything  that 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  The  Rev. 

Robert  C.  Morwell  is 
pastor  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Church  and  lives  in  Mt.  Pulaski,  III. 
(Central  Illinois  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  66027 5,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


was  not  specifically  permitted  was 
automatically  forbidden. 

The  people  were  utterly  alienated 
from  their  government  and  pessi¬ 
mistic  about  the  chances  for  change 
in  the  foreseeable  future. 

East  German  Christians,  like  my 
friend  Helmuth,  often  reacted  to  my 
typically  American  belief  in  accom¬ 
plishing  the  "impossible”  with  world- 
weary  cynicism  and  wistful  envy. 

But,  beneath  the  cynicism  and 


disillusionment,  there  was  also  a 
steely  core  of  hope  for  peace,  free¬ 
dom,  and  a  world  not  so  dangerous¬ 
ly  divided. 

Theirs  was  a  hope  built  upon  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  whose  life 
began  with  an  impossible  birth  and 
rolled  improbably  to  an  impossible 
resurrection.  Theirs  was  a  hope  that 
the  world  cannot  give. 

I  had  decided  to  speak  to  that 
hope,  using  Jesus'  proclamation 
that,  “With  God,  all  things  are  pos¬ 
sible"  (Matthew  19:26).  My  state¬ 
ment  echoed  the  words  of  the  angel 
who  announced  Jesus’  impending 
birth  to  his  flabbergasted  mother, 
Mary  (Luke  1:37). 

“We  are  often  imprisoned  by  our 
assumptions  of  what  is  not  possi¬ 
ble,”  I  told  my  young  listeners.  “But 
the  story  of  our  faith  is  filled  with 
‘impossible’  things  happening,  when 
people  respond  to  the  Gospel  with 
hope,  determination  and  vision.” 

My  message  was  not  overtly  polit¬ 
ical.  But  in  East  Germany  in  1988,  a 
call  for  hope  and  faith  was  radical. 
When  I  spoke  of  accomplishing  the 
impossible  through  the  grace  of 
God,  my  young  listeners  understood 


the  many  facets  of  my  message. 

Such  a  hope  in  the  “impossible” 
would  launch  many  of  them  out  of 
their  sanctuaries  and  into  the 
streets  in  an  unforeseen  future  less 
than  1 8  months  later. 

Their  astonishing  revolution  be¬ 
gan  in  the  places  where  I  visited  and 
spoke  . . .  Leipzig,  Berlin,  even  Plau¬ 
en.  I’d  like  to  believe  that  my 
“American  sermons”  in  those  places 
helped  a  tiny  bit — a  very,  very  tiny 
bit — to  fan  the  flickering  flame. 

The  flame  was  lit  long  ago  by 
Christ  himself,  who  lifted  up  the 
oppressed  and  hopeless.  He  de¬ 
clared  that  with  God,  nothing  is  im¬ 
possible — and  then  He  proved  it. 

This  year,  the  people  of  God  in 
East  Germany  thundered  “Amen” 
so  loudly  that  the  walls  came  tum¬ 
bling  down. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  this  I  was  bom,  and  for  this 
I  have  come  into  the  world,  to  bear 
witness  to  the  truth.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Matthew  10:42) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  1 

Monday:  Psalms  1 1 1 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  63:7-9 
Wednesday:  Matthew  2:13-15,  19-23 
Thursday:  John  1:1-13 
Friday:  John  1:14-18 
Saturday:  Hebrews  2:1-9 
Sunday:  Hebrews  2:10-18 


What  others  are  saying 


“We  think  it’s  vital  not  to  aban¬ 
don  downtown.  There  are  plenty  of 
people  who  need  churches  here. 
They  may  be  elderly  or  on  limited 
income,  but  that’s  not  the  issue. 
The  issue  is  performing  God’s 
work.” 

— The  Rev.  Monfort  Duncan,  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church,  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  Fla. 

*  *  It 

“I  concluded  a  long  time  ago  that 
our  church  was  doomed  to  medioc¬ 
rity  and  decline,  unless  it  recovered 
its  zeal  for  winning  persons  to 
Christ.  ...We  have  not  been  in  a 


quarter-century  decline  because  we 
are  doing  the  wrong  things,  but  be¬ 
cause  we  were  not  doing  the  one 
right  thing:  making  disciples.” 

— The  Rev.  William  Carter,  director, 
Holston  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries 

*  *  * 

“In  the  wholeness  of  life,  you  can¬ 
not  talk  about  ministry  of  the  laity 
in  something.  Ministry  is  every¬ 
where.  There  should  be  a  coherence 
in  life  and  ministry.” 

— Ridgeway  Shinn,  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  and  educator. 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 


MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS,  P.O.  Box  222198, 
Dallas,  TX  75222,  (214)  630-6495. 
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MEMBERSHIP  SLIPS:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  membership  growth  overseas  partially  off¬ 
set  declines  in  the  United  States  during  1988. 
Yet  unofficial  membership  totals  slipped  about 
70,000  last  year,  according  to  a  report  released 
Dec.  15.  Worldwide  membership  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  stood  at  9.72  million  as  of 
Dec.  31,  1988.  That’s  down  from  9.79  million 
at  the  end  of  1987.  U.S.  membership  was  8.98 
million  in  1988,  down  from  9.06  million  in 
1987.  That  marks  the  20th  consecutive  year  of 
losses  in  the  United  States.  Overseas  member¬ 
ship  went  up  to  735,000  last  year  from  732,000 
in  1987.  Official  figures  for  this  year  are  to  be 
released  in  late  1990. 
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MORE  THAN  PRO  AND  CON: 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area) 
is  among  10  high-ranking  American  religious 
leaders  calling  for  an  end  to 
sloganeering  on  abortion. 

Instead  the  leaders  want  a 
recognition  that  abortion  is 
a  complex  moral  issue  that 
cannot  be  reduced  to  simple 
pros  and  cons.  The  leaders 
said  they  are  united  not  in 
views  of  abortion  as  such 
but  in  a  deep  and  abiding 
reverence  for  both  the  mystery  of  human  life 
and  the  freedom  of  human  conscience  grounded 
in  insights  brought  by  a  community  of  faith. 
They  said  the  abortion  debate  deals  with  a  tan¬ 
gled  web  of  rights  and  wrongs,  good  and  evil, 
and  greater  and  lesser  tragedies. 


Bishop  Talbert 


PEACE  VIGIL:  United  Methodists  from 
the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference  will  be  among 
participants  in  a  prayer  vigil  for  peace  in  the 
Middle  Hast  at  noon  Sunday,  Dec.  31,  near  the 
White  House.  The  vigil  is  related  to  “1990, 
Time  for  Peace”  activities  in  Jerusalem  Dec. 
29-31.  Anticipated  participants  in  Jerusalem  in¬ 
clude  Nobel  Peace  Laureate  Desmond  Tutu, 
Anglican  archbishop  from  South  Africa. 


A  YEAR  OF  JUBILEE:  Church  Women 

United  plan  to  mark  their  50th  anniversary  in 
1991  with  a  “year  of  jubilee.”  Beginning  Dec. 
14,  1990,  the  ecumenical  women’s  organization 
“will  explore,  as  a  community  of  faith,  the  bibli¬ 
cal  concept  of  a  Jubilee  Year  as  a  time  for  for¬ 
giveness  and  concrete  acts  of  charity,  justice 
and  compassion,”  said  Claire  Randall,  national 
president.  The  year  is  to  climax  with  a  Jubilee 
Assembly  Nov.  8-11,  1 99 1 ,  in  St.  Louis. 


SCHOOL  NEEDS  BINGO:  The 

stewardship  commission  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  has  said  the 
financial  stability  of  the  Roman  Catholic  school 
system  depends  on  bingo.  In  a  document  setting 
forth  a  theology  of  stewardship,  the  commission 
said  the  diocese  is  committed  to  the  Catholic 
school  system  and  doesn’t  intend  to  place  it  in 
financial  jeopardy  by  the  sudden  elimination  of 
bingo.  At  the  same  time,  the  commission  called 
for  the  development  of  other  sources  of  school 
funds.  The  goal  is  to  replace  bingo  as  soon  as 
reasonably  possible. 


SOVIETS  INVITE  SCHULLER:  The 

Rev.  Robert  Schuller  is  the  first  foreign_preacher 
invited  to  deliver  a  sermon 
to  the  Soviet  people  on 
prime-time  television, 
according  to  an  announce¬ 
ment  from  his  ministry.  “I 
accepted  the  invitation  on 
the  spot,”  he  said.  The  offer 
came  in  a  conversation  with 
Valentin  Lazutkin,  an  offi¬ 
cial  of  Gostelradio,  the  state- 
run  television  network.  Soviet  officials  promised 
to  air  the  sermon  on  “Thoughts  of  the  Eternal,”  a 
Sunday  evening  show  only  a  few  months  old.  It 
reportedly  reaches  19  million  viewers  a  week. 


ilk 

Robert  Schuller 


Compiled  from  News  and  Staff  Reports 


Faith  freedom  grows  in  communist  world 


Religious  News  Service 

The  growth  of  religious  free¬ 
dom  in  the  Soviet  Union  spread 
to  other  parts  of  the  communist 
world  in  1989. 

That  has  led  even  the  most 
skeptical  observers  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  historic  changes  were 
taking  place  in  Eastern  Europe. 

But  in  China,  the  massacre  of 
student  demonstrators  in  Beijing 
in  June  ended  the  euphoria  over 
the  freedom  movement  that  had 
developed  during  the  early 
months  of  the  year. 

Still,  churches  in  China  contin¬ 
ued  to  enjoy  more  freedoms  than 
had  been  the  case  in  the  1950s 
and  ’60s. 

Soviets  allow  emigration 

The  emigration  gates  opened 
in  the  Soviet  Union  this  year. 


Thousands  of  Jews  and  Pentecos¬ 
tal  Christians  left  for  the  United 
States. 

The  unexpected  flow  led  the 
U.S.  State  Department  to  tighten 
restrictions  on  the  number  of  im¬ 
migrants  being  granted  refugee 
status,  which  guarantees  govern¬ 
ment  assistance  in  resettlement. 
That  change  led  several  religious 
groups  to  become  more  active  in 
providing  financial  assistance  to 
help  the  emigrants. 

Pope  John  Paul  II  and  Soviet 
leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev  decid¬ 
ed  to  establish  official  diplomatic 
relations  between  the  Vatican 
and  the  U.S.S.R.  Announcement 
of  that  move  came  after  a  histor¬ 
ic  meeting  at  the  Vatican  Dec.  1. 

The  same  day,  Ukrainian  com¬ 
munist  authorities  announced  that 
parishes  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  the  Ukraine  could  ap¬ 


ply  for  recognition.  That’s  a  first 
step  toward  eventual  legalization 
of  the  church,  which  has  operated 
underground  since  it  was  officially 
absorbed  into  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church  in  1946. 

The  Central  Committee  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  met 
in  the  Soviet  Union  for  the  first 
time  in  July. 

A  three-day  evangelistic  festival 
took  place  in  August  in  Estonia. 

Elsewhere  in  Eastern  Europe, 
Poland  re-established  full  diplo¬ 
matic  relations  with  the  Vatican 
in  the  first  exchange  of  ambassa¬ 
dors  between  the  Holy  See  and  a 
Warsaw  Pact  nation. 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham  drew 
huge  crowds  to  the  People’s  Stadi¬ 
um  in  Budapest,  Hungary,  in  late 
July  while  the  European  Baptist 
Federation  Congress  met  in  the 
nearby  Budapest  Sports  Hall. 


East  Germany  opened  its  bor¬ 
ders  28  years  after  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Berlin  Wall.  The 
move  followed  an  exodus  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  East  Ger¬ 
mans  to  the  West  by  way  of 
Hungary  and  Austria. 

East  German  church  leaders 
urged  citizens  to  remain  and  help 
strengthen  the  society,  while  press¬ 
ing  the  government  to  provide  for 
free  elections  and  social  reforms. 

Church  backs  students 

When  students  demonstrated 
and  went  on  hunger  strikes  to  pro¬ 
mote  democracy  in  China.  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders  supported  them. 

Bishop  K.H.  Ting,  president  of 
the  China  Christian  Council  and 
chair  of  the  Chinese  Three-Self 
Patriotic  Movement  Committee, 
described  the  demonstrations  as 
"a  patriotic  activity”  in  a  May  23 


statement. 

But  when  the  Army  struck 
down  demonstrators  in  Beijing 
June  4  and  the  Communist  Party 
Central  Committee  purged  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  Zhao  Ziyang  later 
in  the  month,  the  Three-Self 
Movement  “resolutely  endorsed” 
the  leadership  of  the  party. 

The  delicate  balance  played  by 
church  leaders  apparently  helped 
to  continue  religious  liberaliza¬ 
tion  policies  of  recent  years. 
Those  included  the  reopening  of 
churches  that  had  been  closed 
during  the  Cultural  Revolution 
of  the  1960s  and  the  publishing 
and  distribution  of  Bibles. 

Bishop  Ting  was  quoted  as  say¬ 
ing  in  October  that  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  attitude  was  “not  because 
of  any  high  opinion  of  religion 
but  because  they  know  it’s  the 
only  way  to  maintain  unity.” 


Political  turmoil 
brings  changes  to 
communist  world 

Social  and  political  turmoil  in 
the  communist  world  have  af¬ 
fected  religious  liberty.  RIGHT: 
A  woman  lights  a  candle  to 
mark  lost  freedoms  in  China. 
Church  leaders  had  supported 
the  ill-fated  student  democracy 
movement.  FAR  RIGHT:  Troops 
stand  outside  a  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  church  during  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  1,000  years  of  Christianity 
in  the  Soviet  Union.  Political 
changes  allowed  the  church  to 
mark  the  anniversary  with  un¬ 
precedented  openness.  BELOW: 
Students  in  East  Berlin  light  can¬ 
dles  outside  a  Lutheran  church. 
The  church  provided  refuge  for 


Observers  hail 
church  reforms 
in  Soviet  Union 

Religious  News  Service 

Conservative  and  liberal  moni¬ 
tors  of  religion  in  the  Soviet 
Union  agree  that  Communist 
Party  chief  Mikhail  Gorbachev  is 
sincere  in  his  pledge  to  continue 
religious  reforms. 

Dr.  Kent  Hill,  director  of  the 
anti-communist  Institute  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Democracy,  said  the  So¬ 
viet  leader  appears  to  be  calling 
for  reform  because  he  really  be¬ 
lieves  it  is  “not  necessary”  to  culti¬ 
vate  “anti-religious  attitudes." 

Those  views  are  shared  in  large 
measure  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Hawley,  another  critic  of  com¬ 
munism.  He  heads  Open  Doors- 
U.S.A.,  a  non-denominational 
California-based  group  that  dis¬ 
tributes  Christian  literature  in  re¬ 
stricted  countries. 

“For  the  first  time  in  communist 
history,  they  (communist  leaders) 
have  acknowledged  and  recognized 
the  church  as  a  viable  institution  in 
their  society,”  Mr.  Hawley  said. 

The  Rev.  Leonid  Kishkovsky, 
the  newly  elected  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and 
the  first  Orthodox  Church  person 
to  hold  that  post,  said  the  Soviet 
reforms  reflect  “a  readiness  of  the 
society  ...  to  see  the  positive  con¬ 
tributions  of  religious  life  for  the 
moral  strength  of  society,  and  all 
of  that  is  for  the  good.” 


Salvadoran  leaders  give  NCC  group  'assurances' 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

NEW  YORK — A  three-man 
National  Council  of  Churches 
delegation  recently  returned 
from  El  Salvador,  where  they  in¬ 
vestigated  reports  of  widespread 
repression  of  church  workers. 

The  three,  including  United 
Methodist  Bishop  C.  Dale  White 
(New  York  Area),  said  they  re¬ 
ceived  assurances  from  Salvador¬ 
an  government  officials  that  all 
church-related  incidents  would 
be  “thoroughly  investigated.” 


Bishop  White  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service  that  as¬ 
surances  that  the  Salvadoran 
government  will  curb  abuses  by 
the  military  and  allow  free  flow 
of  humanitarian  aid  and  relief 
supplies  are  “encouraging.” 

But  the  Rev.  Joe  Eldridge,  a 
United  Methodist  missionary 
who  coordinated  the  delegation’s 
visit,  said  he  doubted  that  Presi¬ 
dent  Alfredo  Cristiani  had 
enough  control  over  the  military 
to  back  up  his  statements. 

President  Cristiani  told  the  ec¬ 


umenical  group  that  “as  of  Dec. 
14  no  military  action  can  be  tak¬ 
en  against  religious  organiza¬ 
tions,  political  parties,  labor 
unions  or  the  press  without  the 
direct  authorization  of  the  minis¬ 
ter  of  defense,  Col.  Rene  Ponce,” 
according  to  a  NCC  statement. 

It’s  just  “a  way  of  passing  the 
buck,”  Mr.  Eldridge  said,  refer¬ 
ring  to  President  Cristiani’s  letter 
containing  the  prohibition 
against  unauthorized  actions. 

Mr.  Eldridge  said  the  letter  is 
“indicative  of  the  fact  that  he 


(Cristiani)  does  not  have  control 
over  the  armed  forces.” 

The  visit,  he  said,  was  a  “re¬ 
sponse  to  the  perception  that  the 
church  has  been  not  only  ha¬ 
rassed  but  systematically  perse¬ 
cuted.  We  talked  to  a  lot  of 
church  leaders  who  corroborated 
that  perception. 

“The  government  is  eager  to 
blunt  that  perception;  therefore, 
they  were  very  cordial  to  us.” 

Bishop  White  said  Salvadoran 
leaders  “gave  us  a  FAX  number 
and  asked  us  to  let  them  know  if 


we  learn  through  international 
church  networks  about  abuses.” 

The  president  assured  the  dele¬ 
gation  that  if  such  abuses  are  do¬ 
cumented,  the  government  will 
respond,  according  to  Bishop 
White. 

Others  in  the  delegation  were 
the  Rev.  Paul  Sherry,  president 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
and  the  Rev.  Daniel  E.  Weiss, 
general  secretary  of  the  American 
Baptist  Churches. 

They  were  in  El  Salvador  Dec. 
18-20- 
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VACANCY  FOR  MINISTER  OF  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  (ordained  or  diaconal)  for  1600-member 
university  church.  Total  package  $25,000  in¬ 
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noy,  2409  Guadalupe.  Austin,  TX  78705.  Inter- 
views  will  begin  in  February. 
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•perience  in  financial  planning,  business  and  in- 
1  vestment  analysis;  public  relations  and  fundrais- 
'  ing  skills.  This  position  is  responsible  for  the 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES. 
Full-time  position  in  growing  2500-member 
church.  Coordinate  Sunday  School  and  activities 
for  preschool  and  elementary  children.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Hiring  immediately.  Send  resume  to: 
Wynn  McGregor,  West  End  United  Methodist 
Church.  2200  West  End  Ave„  Nashville.  TN 
37203. 

procurement  of  funds;  complete  management 
;and  administration  of  the  MUMF;  primary  re¬ 
source  for  communication  and  information  on 
the  Foundation  and  its  opportunities  to  members 
and  constituents  across  the  Missouri  area.  Appli¬ 
cants  should  submit  resumes  to:  W.H.  Bates,  At- 
'tomey  at  Law,  2345  Grand  Avenue,  26th  Floor- 
Mutual  Benefit  Life  Building,  Kansas  City,  MO 
,64108.  Resumes  will  be  accepted  through  Febru¬ 
ary  15.  1990. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR/Organist 
needed.  1700-member  church  in  El  Paso.  Texas. 
Coordinate,  conduct  graded  choirs,  handbells. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Don  Foreman, 
Trinity-First  UMC,  810  N.  Oregon,  El  Paso,  TX 
79902. 

FOOD  SERVICE  COORDINATOR,  East  Bay 
Camp  and  Retreat  Center,  Bloomington,  IL.  $13- 
S 1 7,000  plus  housing,  utilities,  benefits.  Contact: 
Rex  Hendrix,  P.O.  Box  515,  Bloomington,  IL 
61702-0515.  (309)  828-5092.  Deadline:  January 
20. 

TWO  FAMILY  PHYSICIANS  INTERESTED  in 
'short-term  missions  opportunities  are  needed  to 
join  with  a  married,  board-certified,  family  phy¬ 
sician-couple  in  a  growing  medical  practice  with 
’,a  Christian  atmosphere.  Practice  is  in  a  small 
•town  in  rural  New  York  state.  Especially  interest¬ 
ed  in  physician(s)  doing  obstetrics.  Contact:  Dr. 
Thomas  Holmes.  M.D.,  Route  23E,  P.O.  Box 
311,  Norwich,  NY  13815.  Phone:  (607)  336- 
6362. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU,  GERMANY,  Swit¬ 
zerland,  Austria.  September  6-19  (ten  seats),  Sep¬ 
tember  13-26,  June  28-July  11  (three),  July  5-18 
(six).  $2495.  complete.  Guaranteed  tickets  Pas¬ 
sion  Play.  Add-on  options.  Free  brochure.  Expe¬ 
rienced  hosts.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  241  E.  3rd  St., 
Media,  PA  19063.  (215)  566-5987. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries.  2200-member  church.  Responsible  for  total 
program  development  and  implementation. 
Building  plans  for  new  Activity  Center  will  pro- 
vide  facilities  for  an  expanding  youth  program. 
Lay  or  ordained  person  acceptable.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Benefits  available. 
Resume:  Dr.  Richard  Yost,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  1 10  E.  New  Haven  Avc.,  Melbourne, 
FL  32901. 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM,  2  BATH 

Condo  for  lease.  Weekly;  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call:  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No 
smokers! 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week. 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067,627-9507. 

UMC  missionaries  reported  safe  in  Panama 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  missionaries  in 
Panama  were  reported  safe  after  fight¬ 
ing  erupted  between  U.S.  and  Pana¬ 
manian  military  forces  last  week. 

“Our  missionaries  are  working  in 
the  interior  of  the  country,  about  60 
miles  from  Panama  City,  and  are 
safe."-  the  ■  Rev.  Alford  W.W.  Al¬ 
phonse  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  told  the  Reporter. 

“We  have  told  them  to  stay  in¬ 
side  and  away  from  the  fighting  in 
Panama  City.” 

United  Methodist  missionaries  in 
Panama  are  the  Rev.  Rhett  Thomp¬ 
son  from  the  Alabama-West  Florida 
Annual  Conference  and  the  Rev. 
Vidal  L.  and  Juanita  R.  Cordova 
from  the  Central  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  in  youth  minis¬ 
try  based  in  Concepcion.  Mr.  Cordo¬ 
va  is  a  pastor  in  Puerto  Armuelles. 

Also  reported  to  be  safe  were  re¬ 
tired  missionaries  Millie  and  Walter 


Reitz,  living  in  Panama  City,  where 
most  of  the  fighting  has  occurred. 

Dr.  Alphonse  said  concern  was  felt 
initially  for  Global  Ministries  execu¬ 
tive  Barbara  Pessoa,  a  Panama  native 
who  works  in  the  board’s  Latin  Amer¬ 
ican  office.  She  had  gone  to  Panama 
to  attend  her  brother's  funeral — not 
related  to  the  military  action — and 
telephoned  the  New  York  office  Dec. 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

Top  staff  officials  of  United 
Methodism’s  social  action  and 
world  mission  agencies  have  criti¬ 
cized  President  George  Bush’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  invade  Panama. 

Disapproval  was  expressed  by  the 
Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  and  the  Rev. 
Robert  J.  Harman,  deputy  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  World  Division. 


2 1  to  say  she  was  unharmed. 

“The  communication  in  Panama 
is  bad  because  of  the  fighting,”  Dr. 
Alphonse  said.  “Many  people  told 
me  they  have  heard  the  shelling  out¬ 
side  their  homes.” 

No  specific  problems  were  report¬ 
ed  from  officials  of  Methodist 
churches  in  Panama.  Methodists  in 
Panama  come  from  two  traditions: 


U.S.  intervention  in  Panama  “can¬ 
not  be  understood  as  a  valid  act  of  a 
civilized  nation.”  said  Mr.  Fassett  in 
a  statement  issued  Dec.  20.  “Unilat¬ 
eral  intervention,  no  matter  its  valid¬ 
ity,  can  never  be  supported. 

“Our  first  task  as  Christians  is  to 
express  our  sorrow  to  the  people  of 
Panama  for  the  distress  they  have 
suffered.  We  also  express  our  sor¬ 
row  to  the  families  of  both  the  civil¬ 
ians  and  military  personnel  who 
have  been  killed  and  injured.” 

In  a  Dec.  22  letter  to  President 


British  or  American  Methodism. 
Total  membership  is  3.000. 

Those  from  the  British  tradition 
belong  to  the  Panama/Costa  Rica 
District  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Caribbean  and  the  Americas. 

Others  belong  to  the  Iglesia  Evan- 
gelica  Methodista  de  Panama  (The 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of 
Panama.) 


Bush,  Dr.  Harman  said,  “The  world 
community  certainly  supports  the 
establishment  of  a  rightfully  elected 
government  under  constitutional 
authority;  however,  the  installation 
of  such  a  government  by  force  and 
dependent  on  external  support  can¬ 
not  be  tolerated. 

“We  call  upon  you  to  affirm  the 
right  of  Panamanian  people  to  self-de¬ 
termination  and,  even  at  this  late 
hour,  to  order  U.S.  troops  to  cease  fire 
and  withdraw  immediately  from  ar¬ 
eas  of  Panamanian  sovereignty.” 


UM  officials  criticize  Panama  invasion 
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UM  CHURCH  IN  MOVIE:  The 

name  “Prancer"  has  taken  on  special  meaning 
for  Three  Oaks  (Mich.)  United  Methodist 
Church.  Not  only  is  it  the  name  of  one  of  San¬ 
ta’s  reindeer.  “Prancer”  is  also  the  name  of  a 
current-release  commercial  movie  filmed,  in 
part,  in  the  church.  The  Rev.  Steven  D.  Pear¬ 
son,  the  church's  pastor,  told  the  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  Conference  edition  of  the  Reporter  that  the 
movie  script  brought  out  the  significance  of  be¬ 
lief  as  opposed  to  the  materialism  of  today. 
"The  church  was  the  focal  point  where  the  com¬ 
munity  in  the  movie  turned  to  believing,”  he 
said.  “There’s  a  tremendous  need  for  belief,  for 
faith  in  our  world.” 

NEW  PRODUCER  NAMED: 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  weekly  United  Method¬ 
ist  cable  TV  program,  has  a  new  producer.  The 
Rev.  Kathleen  LaCamera  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Bruno  L.  Caliandro  as  the  show’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  Ms.  LaCamera,  the  program’s  associate 
producer  since  October  1987,  is  to  continue  as 
the  on-air  arts  and  entertainment  correspon¬ 
dent.  She  is  founder  and  executive  director  of 
the  New  York-based  Foundation  for  Religion 
and  the  Arts  and  of  the  Vine  Dance  Theatre 
specializing  in  liturgical  dance.  Mr.  Caliandro’s 
new  assignment  is  to  develop  programming  for 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

PERSONAL  MISSION  JOURNEY: 

During  his  last  major  home-base  appearances 
before  beginning  his  leadership  role  in  United 
Methodism’s  anti-drug  war, 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May  told 
the  church’s  Central  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Wyoming  an¬ 
nual  conferences  that  his 
role  is  part  of  a  personal 
missional  journey.  “I  go  not 
as  part  of  a  people  of  fear 
but  a  people  of  faith,”  Bish¬ 
op  May  said  as  he  prepared 
for  the  yearlong  special  assignment  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  which  begins  Jan.  1.  More  than  $30,000 
was  collected  in  love  offerings  in  the  two  confer¬ 
ences  to  support  the  special  effort  developed  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops. 

PRESIDENT  TO  RETIRE:  The  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist-related  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont  in  California  is  to  retire 
in  June  1990  after  13  years.  The  Rev.  Richard 
W.  Cain  has  been  a  delegate  to  several  General 
Conferences,  a  member  of  the  Committee  to 
Study  the  Ministry  and  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  and  an  endorsed  candidate  for  the 
episcopacy. 

EPWORTH  ANNIVERSARY:  u.s. 

Sen.  Sam  Nunn,  D-Ga.,  delivered  the  keynote 
address  during  the  recent  40th  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration  of  United  Methodist-owned  Epworth  by 
the  Sea  at  St.  Simons  Island,  Ga.  Mr.  Nunn,  a 
member  of  Perry  (Ga.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  attended  Epworth’s  summer  camps  as 
a  youth.  His  father,  Sam  A.  Nunn,  was  one  of 
the  original  financial  supporters  of  the  South 
Georgia  Annual  Conference  retreat  center. 

OLDER  ADULT  MINISTRIES:  The 

United  Methodist  Church  must  get  involved  “in 
the  real  questions  of  life”  where  older  adults  are 
concerned,  a  denominational  committee  agreed 
recently.  The  Rev.  Paul  B.  Maves  of  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  urged  the  Advisory/Coordinating  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Older  Adult  Ministries  to  help  the  church 
move  beyond  a  “meals  on  wheels”  philosophy  to 
a  “vision  of  a  ministering  community.”  There 
ethical  issues  could  be  addressed  and  formation 
of  social  policy  would  be  encouraged,  he  said.  The 
committee  was  created  by  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  report  to  the  church’s  next  such  legisla¬ 
tive  session  in  1992. 

BISHOPS  GO  TO  CHILE:  Thirteen 

United  Methodist  bishop,  returned  recently 
from  a  10-day  trip  to  Chile.  The  visit  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  denomination’s  general  boards  of 
Global  Ministries  and  Discipleship  and  the 
Council  of  Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  of 
Latin  America.  Bishop  Richard  C.  Looney 
(South  Georgia  Area)  said  the  “most  compelling 
thing  about  our  trip  was  how  the  Chilean 
church  identifies  with  the  poor.”  He  said  it  “re¬ 
minded  me  that  this  is  something  we  have  to  re¬ 
claim  in  The  United  Methodist  Church.” 

ARTS  AFFIRMED:  The  arts  contribute 
to  a  significant  phase  of  today’s  theological  edu¬ 
cation,  leaders  of  a  pioneering  consultation  at 
United  Methodist-related  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  said  recently  in  Washington.  Presi¬ 
dents  and  other  educators  from  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  13  seminaries  spent  two  days  exploring 
the  role  of  arts  in  educating  members  of  the 
clergy,  discussing  what  is  happening  on  the  vari¬ 
ous  campuses  and  considering  how  art  could  be 
integrated  more  effectively  into  curriculum. 

DEDICATION  PLANNED:  Gulfside 

United  Methodist  Assembly  in  Waveland, 
Miss.,  is  to  dedicate  the  first  unit  in  the  Ernest 
T.  Dixon  Leisure  Village  Jan.  13.  The  residen¬ 
tial  facility  on  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
is  named  for  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  (San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Texas,  Area),  chairman  of  Gulfside’s  board 
of  directors.  The  home  for  senior  adults  and 
caretakers  was  built  with  a  grant  from  the  Harry 
R.  Kendall  Fund  administered  by  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board.  Construction  will  be¬ 
gin  in  March  on  four  additional  units. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Anti-apartheid  activist  says  he's  ready  to  die 

South  African  lay  preacher  cites  perils  and  hopes  during  college  stay  sponsored  by  UMs 


By  TOM  HUGHES 

LAKELAND,  Fla— “My  blood 
will  water  the  tree  of  freedom.” 

That’s  how  Sechoba  Seheri,  25, 
talks  about  the  possibility  of  his 
death  when  he  returns  to  South 
Africa  next  year. 

The  student  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Florida  Southern 
College  is  an  anti-apartheid  ac¬ 
tivist  who  has  been  tortured  and 
imprisoned  three  times. 

Mr.  Seheri  is  also  a  lay  preach¬ 
er  and  a  candidate  for  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry. 

His  year’s  stay  in  Florida  was 
the  result  of  a  challenge  to  the 
Florida  Conference  from  the  Rev. 
Peter  Storey  of  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Storey  challenged  Florid¬ 
ians  to  bring  South  African  stu¬ 
dents  to  the  United  States.  Two 
Lakeland  United  Methodist 
churches,  First  and  St.  Mark’s,  ac¬ 
cepted  the  challenge  to  support 
Mr.  Seheri  during  his  stay. 

Dream  of  freedom 

Comparing  life  in  South  Africa 
to  that  in  the  U.S.,  Mr.  Seheri 
said,  “I  knew  we  were  oppressed 
in  Africa.  But  since  coming  to 
America  I  now  know  how  utterly 
oppressed  our  country  really  is. 


Here  I  can  see  my  dream  of  free¬ 
dom  in  practice.” 

Asked  if  he  was  afraid  to  go 
home  because  of  his  statements, 
Mr.  Seheri  said,  “No.  I  would  rath¬ 
er  die  than  be  under  apartheid. 
One  must  suffer  for  right  causes.” 

Mr.  Seheri  said  he  wants  to  give 
three  messages  about  apartheid: 

/  The  United  States  must 
work  with  the  outlawed  African 
National  Congress  to  eliminate 
apartheid. 

S  Nelson  Mandela,  the  ANC 
leader  who  has  been  imprisoned 
for  27  years,  must  be  freed. 

■f  A  comprehensive  sanction 
must  be  imposed  on  South  Africa 
by  all  nations  wanting  to  see 
apartheid  eliminated. 

Total  Sanctions 

“I  believe  that  if  total  sanc¬ 
tions  were  placed  against  South 
Africa  by  the  United  States  and 
all  other  countries,  then  the  cur¬ 
rent  government  would  have  no 
choice  but  to  give  up,”  Mr.  Se¬ 
heri  said. 

Mr.  Seheri  added  that  the  work 
of  churches  in  South  Africa  has 
been  a  godsend  in  the  struggle 
against  apartheid. 

He  said  churches  in  South  Af¬ 
rica  have  a  four-fold  role: 


/  Secure  lawyers  for  those  im¬ 
prisoned.  The  lawyers,  in  tum, 
visit  those  in  prison  and  take  out 
messages  to  their  families. 

/  Support  prisoners’  families 
financially  and  emotionally. 

/  Support  prisoners  with  visits 
and  prayer. 

/  Offer  psychological  counsel¬ 
ing  and  purchase  medication  for 
a  detainee  after  his  oy  her  release. 

Many  scars  are  left 

“There  are  many  emotional 
scars  as  well  as  physical  scars 
from  the  imprisonment  and  the 
beatings,”  Mr.  Seheri  said. 

“Through  all  of  this  I  know 
that  God  is  on  the  side  of  the  op¬ 
pressed.  When  I  lay  hurt  and 
bleeding  in  my  cell,  I  could  feel 
the  presence  of  God. 

“If  there  is  anything  I  want  to 
say  to  South  Africans  it  is  this: 
‘We  must  learn  to  get  along  with 
each  other.  To  live  together  as 
blacks  and  whites.  To  accept 
each  other  as  human  beings  re¬ 
gardless  of  skin  color.’  ” 

Mr.  Hughes  is  pastor  of  Mul¬ 
berry  (Fla.)  United  Methodist 
Church.  This  story  is  edited  from 
the  Florida  Conference  edition 
of  the  Reporter. 


FLORIDA  CONFERENCE  PHOTO  8Y  TOM  HUGHES 

LAKELAND,  Fla. — Anti-apartheid  activist  Sechoba  Seheri 
makes  a  point  during  a  recent  conversation  at  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Florida  Southern  College.  Mr.  Seheri,  a  lay  preacher 
from  South  Africa,  is  studying  for  a  year  in  the  United  States 
with  the  help  of  Florida  United  Methodists. 


Newsletter  puts  'Spice'  into  being  clergy  spouses 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — With  practical 
advice  and  wry  anecdotes  dished 
out  with  an  unsparing  hand,  tri¬ 
als  of  women — and  men — mar¬ 
ried  to  pastors  are  explored 
monthly  through  a  spunky  little 
newsletter  called  “Spice.” 

Now  in  its  ninth  year  of  publi¬ 
cation,  “Spice”  (plural  of 
spouse),  an  ecumenical  monthly 


with  a  circulation  of  600,  is  for 
pastors’  better  halves. 

It  is  a  window  to  the  world  of 
potluck  suppers,  the  “patient 
helpmeet”  stereotype,  and  the 
life-in-a-goldfish-bowl  existence 
of  clergy  families. 

Editor  for  “Spice,”  published 
in  Alpha,  Mich.,  is  Laura  Dent¬ 
ing,  part-time  cellist  with  an  op¬ 
era  company  in  Chicago  and  a 
pastor’s  wife. 

She  and  her  husband,  the  Rev. 


Jack  Stubbs,  pastor  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Iron  Mountain,  Mich.,  commute 
to  and  from  their  parish  home  in 
Alpha. 

'Personal  panacea' 

Now  the  president  of  Clergy 
Family  Publications  Inc.,  which 
she  founded  as  the  parent  com¬ 
pany  of  “Spice,”  Ms.  Deming 
said  she  started  the  newsletter  in 
1981  as  a  personal  panacea  for 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

When  Maradi  desert  plateau 
villagers  in  the  northwestern  Af¬ 
rican  nation  of  Niger  approach  a 
nearby  well,  it  can  mean  more  to 
them  than  merely  having  water 
to  drink. 

That’s  because  some  villagers 
helped  build  the  wells. 

Besides  experiencing  irregular 
and  insufficient  rainfall,  Niger 
suffers  from  a  critical  lack  of 
wells  and  watering  points. 

Through  gifts  from  United 
Methodists  to  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church,  Niger’s 
Protestant  churches  are  provid¬ 
ing  additional  water  sources  for 
these  desert  families. 

The  Evangelical  Church  of  Ni¬ 
ger  can  help  dig  wells  as  deep  as 
90  meters  (99  yards).  The  church 
provides  materials  and  necessary 
equipment,  and  villagers  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  digging  and  the 
maintenance. 

The  Rev.  R.  Dean  Hancock,  a 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  staff  executive,  visited  sev¬ 
eral  Maradi  villages  recently  about 
1 50  miles  away  from  Niamey,  the 
capital  city.  He  described  the  proj¬ 
ect  as  “one  of  the  better  UMCOR 
programs”  he  has  seen. 

“The  wells  are  hand  dug,  to  a 
depth  of  50  meters,”  said  Mr. 
Hancock.  “Each  well  will  be  one 
meter  in  diameter.  The  wells  are 


the  obstacles  she  faced  as  a  cler¬ 
ic’s  wife. 

By  talking  to  other  spouses  of 
clergypersons,  she  discovered 
common  problems  and  solutions. 

“Spice”  became  a  mouthpiece 
for  the  beleaguered  better  halves. 

Lack  of  privacy  and  anonym¬ 
ity  are  common  laments,  but  lit¬ 
tle-known  obstacles  also  are  dealt 
with  in  “Spice.” 

For  example,  Ms.  Deming 
said,  clergy  spouses  often  find  it 


Partnership  | 
in  Missions 
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Village  and  Garden  Wells, 
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cement  lined  around  the  hole — 
which  is  very  important  in  the 
desert— -with  a  cement  cap  on  the 
top.  When  the  wells  are  complet¬ 
ed,  the  villagers  use  an  old  rope 
and  bucket  to  get  the  water.” 

When  a  well  site  is  chosen,  a 
husband  and  wife  team  are 
trained  to  supervise  the  digging. 
Then  all  the  labor  is  done  by  the 
people  in  the  village.  An  estimat¬ 
ed  30-50  people  are  involved  in 
the  digging  and  well  construction. 

An  additional  dimension  to 
the  project  is  the  planting  of  100 
to  200  trees  around  each  well.  Se¬ 
lected  villagers  are  trained  to 
care  for  the  trees.  This  helps  pre¬ 
serve  the  well  environment. 


difficult  to  maintain  their  spiri¬ 
tual  disciplines  and  worship  in  a 
church  where  their  spouses  are 
their  shepherds. 

“It  is  really  hard  having  your 
spouse  as  your  pastor,  but  church 
members  and  sometimes  the 
clergy  husband  or  wife  get  very 
insulted  if  you  want  to  worship 
anywhere  else,”  she  said. 

IHusbands  bear  crosses,  too 

Although  most  clergy  spouses, 
and  most  of  “Spice’s”  audience, 
are  women,  men  married  to 
women  pastors  also  have  their 
crosses  to  bear,  said  Chuck  Bark¬ 
er,  a  negotiations  consultant, 
who  is  a  contributing  writer  for 
“Spice.” 

His  wife,  Paula,  is  a  former 
United  Methodist  pastor,  now 
seeking  ordination  in  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church.  She  is  a  lecturer  in 
historical  theology  at  Seabury- 
Western  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill. 

While  traditional  expectations 
for  women  married  to  clergymen 
were  that  the  wives  succumb  to 
being  unpaid  maids-of-all-work 
in  their  husbands’  congregations, 
men  married  to  clergywomen  are 
not  assigned  the  same  responsi¬ 
bilities,  Mr.  Barker  said. 

Recalling  his  days  of  being  the 
husband  of  a  local  church  pastor, 
he  said,  “They  (church  members) 
were  gratified  if  I  showed  up  at 
church  on  Sunday.  They  did  not 
schedule  church  meetings  in  the 
parsonage  because  they  assumed  I 
was  busy  and  had  my  own  career.” 

He  said  he  has  discovered  that 
“the  common  ground  for  both 
men  and  women  married  to  or¬ 
dained  ministers  is  the  struggle 
to  maintain  one’s  own  identity 
and  self-expression,  while  being 
supportive  for  your  spouse.” 

Among  recent  offshoots  of 
“Spice”  is  a  150-page  cookbook 
specially  written  by  and  for  min¬ 
isters’  spouses. 

One  section  details  potluck  sup¬ 
pers  and  the  best  foods  to  bring. 


Water  wells  will  quench  thirst  in  desert 
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Two  women  draw  water  by  hand  from  a  well  outside  a  village  in 
Niger.  A  water-well  project  supported  by  United  Methodists  is 
teaching  people  how  to  dig  the  wells  themselves,  reinforce  them 
with  concrete  and  protect  their  water  supply  in  the  desert. 


Africa  University  seeks  gifts  of  books 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Planners  for 
the  proposed  Africa  University 
at  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  are  ask¬ 
ing  United  Methodists  to  help 
stock  the  library  for  the  school’s 
theological  college,  scheduled  to 
open  in  1991. 

But  people  with  books  to  con¬ 
tribute  are  asked  to  wait  to  send 
them  until  January,  when  a  list 
of  needed  volumes  will  be  avail¬ 
able  in  each  of  the  72  United 
Methodist  annual  (regional) 
conference  offices  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Potential  donors  may  consult 
the  list  and  respond  if  they  have 
works  that  fill  the  bill. 

Between  10,000  and  15,000 
volumes — 7,500  titles — will  be 


on  the  list  developea  Dy  tne  Af¬ 
rica  University  Library  Com¬ 
mittee,  said  Rosalyn  Lewis, 
chairwoman. 

The  Rev.  Yemba  Kekumba 
of  Zaire,  dean-elect  of  the  col¬ 
lege  of  theology,  is  collaborating 
with  the  committee  to  compile 
the  list  of  needed  works. 

The  committee  will  solicit 
books  in  English,  French  and 
Portuguese,  major  languages 
used  in  Africa,  said  Ms.  Lewis, 
librarian  for  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House. 

Inquiries  about  the  library 
project  may  be  directed  to  Ro¬ 
salyn  Lewis,  Africa  University 
Library  Committee,  c/o  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  P.O.  Box  801,  Nash¬ 
ville.  Tenn.  37202. 

The  proposal  to  establish  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodism's  first  university 
on  the  continent  of  Africa  was 
passed  by  the  denomination’s  top 
legislative  body  in  1988. 

Since  then,  the  university’s 
board  of  directors  and  planning 
committees  for  the  various  col¬ 
leges  have  been  meeting. 

United  Methodist  Bishop 
Emilio  J.M.  deCarvalho  of  An¬ 
gola  is  chairman  of  the  Africa 
University  board  of  directors; 
the  Rev.  John  Kurewa  of  Zim¬ 
babwe  is  president-elect. 

The  university  is  scheduled  to 
open  in  March  1991  with  col¬ 
leges  of  theology,  education,  and 
management  and  administration 
(business). 

Colleges  of  agriculture,  medi¬ 
cine,  science  and  technology, 
and  humanities  and  social  sci¬ 
ence  will  open  subsequently. 


The  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 


President 


The  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont,  California  is  seeking  nominations  and  inquiries 
from  interested  persons  for  the  position  of  President.  A  graduate  theological  school  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  the  school  is  broadly  ecumenical  in  spirit  and  has  active 
affiliation  with  other  denominations. 

The  school  was  founded  in  1885  and  has  a  distinguished  faculty  with  a  tradition  of  ac¬ 
ademic  rigor  and  commitment  to  the  professional  ministries  of  the  churches.  Several  im¬ 
portant  research  institutes  are  part  of  the  school’s  understanding  of  its  mission. 

The  school  seeks  as  President  (1)  a  person  who  possesses  a  vision  of  theological  edu¬ 
cation  for  ministry  and  who  will  communicate  that  vision  effectively;  (2)  a  person  who  is 
an  experienced  administrator  in  complex  institutions;  (3)  a  person  who  knows  theologi¬ 
cal  education  and  is  devoted  to  the  church;  and  (4)  a  person  who  is  able  to  work  effec¬ 
tively  in  an  ecumenical  and  multi-cultural  setting. 

The  deadline  for  applications  and  nominations  is  February  1, 1990.  It  is  expected  that 
the  new  President  will  take  office  on  or  after  July  1, 1990.  Please  send  inquiries  to: 

Roy  D.  Miller,  Chair 

Board  of  Trustees  of  School  of  Theology 
333  South  Grand  Avenue,  Suite  4723 
Los  Angeles,  California  90071 

The  Sc  hoo(  of  Theology  is  an  equal  opportunity /affirmative  action  employer 


